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THE 


AUTHOR'S     DECLARATION. 

AS  there  are  fome  people  who  cannot  read,  without  making  ap- 
plications of  the  vicious  and  ludicrous  characters  they  meet 
with  in  works  of  this  kind,  I  declare  to  thefe  evil-minded  readers, 
that  they  will  be  to  blame,  if  they  apply  any  of  the  pictures  drawn 
in  this  book.  .1  publickly  own,  that  my  purpoie  is,  to  reprefeat 
life  as  we  find  it ;  but  God  forbid,  that  I  ihould  undertake  to  de- 
lineate any  man  in  particular  !  Let  no  reader,  therefore,  aflame  to 
himfelf  that  which  as  properly  belongs  to  others  ;  left,  as  Phxdrus 
obferves,  he  make  an  unlucky  difcovery  of  his  own  character.  Stulte 
nudabit  animi  confdentiam.  There  are  phyficians  in  Caftile,  as  well 
as  in  France,  whofe  practice  coniifts  in  evacuating  their  patients  a 
little  too  much  ;  and  the  fame  vices  and  peculiarities  of  difpofitbn, 
are  to  be  feen  every  where.  I  confefs,  that  I  have  not  always  ex- 
actly obferved  the  manners  of  the  Spaniards  ;  and  thofe  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  diforderly  lives  of  the  players  at  Madrid,  may 
reproach  me  with  having  defcribed  their  irregularities  with  too  much 
tendernefs :  but  I  thought  it  was  necefTary  to  foften  them  a  little,  that 
they  might  be  tKe  more  conformable  to  the  manners  of  our  own 
country. 


GIL    BLAS    TO    THE    READER. 

E  N  T  L  E  reader,  before  thou  readeft  the  hiftory  of  my  life, 
give  me  leave  to  entertain  thee  with  a  mort  itory. 
Two  fcholars,  ;n  their  way  from  Pennafiel  to  Salamanca,  being 
thirfty  and  fatigued,  fat  down  by  a  fpring  they  met  with  on  the 
road  :  there,  wnile  they  refted  themfelves,  after  having  quenched 
their  thirit,  they  perceived,  by  accident,  upon  a  llone  that  was  even 
with  the  furface  of  the  earth,  fome  letters,  already  half  effaced  by 
time,  and  the  feet  of  flocks  that  came  to  water  at  the  fountain  : 
having  warned  it,  they  read  thefe  words  in  the  Caftilian  tongue  ; 
Aqui  eft  a  encerrada  el  alma  del  Licenciado  Pedro  Garcias  :  '  Here  is 
'  interred,  the  foul  of  the  Licenciate  Peter  Garcias.'  The  younger 
of  the  two  ftudents,  being  a  pert  coxcomb,  no  fooner  read  this  in- 
fcription,  than  he  cried  with  a  loud  laugh :  *  A  good  joke,  i'faith  ! 
'  here  is  interred  the  foul — a  foul  interred  !  Who  the  devil  could  be 

*  the  author  of  fuch  a  wife  epitaph  !'  So  faying,  he  got  up  and  went 
away;  while  his  companion,  who  was  blefled  with  a  greater  mare  of 
penetration,  faid  to  himfelf,    «  There  is  certainly  fome  myftery  in 

*  this  affair:  I'll  (lay,  in  order  to  unriddle  it.*     Accordingly,   his 


comrade  was  no  fooner  out  of  fight,  than  he  began  to  dig  with  his 
knife  all  round  the  ftone;  and  fuccecded  fo  well,  that  he  got  it  up, 
and  found  beneath  it,  a  leathern  purfe,  containing  an  hundred 
ducats,  and  a  card  on  which  was  written  the  following  fehtence, 
in  Latin  :  '  Whofoever  thou  art,  who  haft  wit  enough  to  difcover 
'  the  meaning  of  the  infcription,  inherit  my  money,  and  make  a 
•  better  ufe  of  it  than  I  have  done.'  The  fcholar,  rejoiced  at  his 
good  fortune,  placed  the  Hone  in  it's  former  fituation,  and  walked 
home  to  Salamanca,  with  the  foul  of  the  licenciate. 

Of  what  complexion  foever  thou  mayeil  be,  friendly  reader,  thou 
wilt  certainly  referable  one  of  thofe  two  fcholars  ;  for,  if  thou  pe- 
rufeft  my  adventures,  without  perceiving  the  moral  inftruftions  they 
contain,  thou  wilt  reap  no  harveft  from  thy  labour  ;  but,  if  thou 
readeft  with  attention,  thou  wilt  find  in  them,  according  to  the  pre- 
cept of  Horace,  profit  mingled  with  pleafure. 
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C  HAP.     I. 

OP   THE    BIRTH     AND     EDUCATION 
OF    GIL    BLAS. 

r^  •**  Y  father,  Bias  of  San- 
J*  tillane,  after  having  car- 
ried arms  many  years  in 
the  fervice  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  monarchy,  retired 
to  the  town  in  which 
he  was  born,  where  he  chofe  a  wife 
among  the  fecond-rate  citizens  ;  who, 
though  me  was  no  chicken,  brought 
me  into  the  world  ten  months  after 
her  marriage.  They  afterwards  re- 
moved to  Oviedo,  where  my  mother 
became  a  waiting-woman,  and  my  fa- 
ther fqu're  to  a  lady  *:  and  as  they 
had  nothing  but  their  wages  to  depend 
upon,  I  fliould  have  run  the  hazard  of 
being  very  poorly  educated,  had  it  not 
been  my  good  fortune  to  have  a  canon 
for  my  uncle,  whofe  name  was  Gil 


Perez:  he  was  my  mother's  eldeft 
brother,  as  well  as  my  godfather;  a 
little  man,  three  feet  and  an  half  high, 
exceiiive  fat,  with  his  head  funk  be- 
tween his  moulders;  otherwife,  an  ho- 
neil  prieit,  whofe  chief  care  was  to  live 
well,  that  is,  to  make  good  chear;  and 
his  living,  which  was  no  Jean  one, 
furnifhed  him  with  the  means. 

He  carried  me  home  to  his  houfe, 
while  an  infant,  and  took  the  charge 
of  my  education;  and  I  appeared  fo 
fprightly,  that  he  refolved  to  cultivate 
my  genius.  With  this  view,  he  bought 
for  me  an  hornbook,  and  undertook 
(himielf)  to  learn  me  to  readj  a  tafk 
DO  lefs  ufeful  to  him  than  to  me  :  for, 
in  teaching  me  my  letters,  he  had  re- 
courfe  to  his  reading,  which  he  had 
always  neglecled  too  muchj  and,  by 
dint  of  application,  enabled  himfelf  u> 
read  his  breviary  without  heiitation  ; 
a  qualification  he  had  never  been  pof- 
fefied  of  before.  He  had  all  the  in- 
clination in  the  world,  to  inltru6l  me 


*  Squire,  or  gentleman-uiher>  (in  Sp-anifh,  efcudcro]  Is  a  perfon  who  waits  on  a 
lady.  Formerly,  decayed  gentlemen  were  entertained  by  the  nobility  for  this  purpofe  5 
they  derived  their  appellation,  from  thole  eminent  Quires,  whofe  oi£;e  was  to  carry 
the  Shield  (in  Spain  caUed  ejcudo}  of  their  mailer. 
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in  the  Latin  tongue  alfo,  becaufe  it 
would  have  been  lo  much  money  laved 
to  him:  but,  alas,  poor  Gil  Perer  ! 
he  had  never  in  his  life  underliood  the 
rudiments  of  that  language,  niid  was, 
perhaps,  (but  this  I  do  not  vouch  for 
certainty)  the  mo  ft  illiterate  canon 
of  the  \vhole  chapter.  I  have  been 
told,  indeed,  that  he  had  not  obtain- 
ed his  bcnerice  by  his  erudition ;  but 
owed  it  entirely  to  the  gratitude  of 
fome  pious  nuns,  for  whom  he  had 
acted  the  part  of  a  zealous  commif- 
iioner,  and  by  whole  influence  the 
order  of  priefthood  had  been  conferred 
upon  him  without  examination. 

He  was,  therefore,  obliged  to  fubjeft 
me  to  the  birch  of  a  Ichoolmatter,  and 
accordingly  fent  me  to  the  houie  of 
Dr.  Godinez,  who  was  elteemed  the 
molt  expert  rlogger  in  Oviedo.  I  im- 
proved lo  well  umier  his  inilru&ions, 
that  in  five  or  fix  years  I  underftood 
a  little  Greek}  was  a  pretty  good  La- 
tin fcholar;  and  applying  myfclf  alfo 
to  logick,  began  to  argue  apace  r  I 
was  fo  much  in  love  with  dilpute,  that 
1  ftopped  paflengcrs,  known  or  un- 
known, and  propoled  arguments  to 
them;  and  fometimes  meeting  with 
Hibernian  geniules,  who  were  veiy 
glad  of  the  occaiion,  it  was  a  good  jelt 
to  fee  us  dilpute:  by  our  extravagant 
gelturcs,  grimace,  contortions,  our 
«\es  full  of  fury,  and  our  mouths  full 
of  foam,  one  would  have  taken  us  for 
bedlamites,  rather  than  philofophers. 
By  thefe  means,  however,  I  acquired 
the  reputation  of  a  great  ichoJar,  in 
town  ;  a  circumltance  that  pleated  my 
uncle  extremely,  as  he  forelaw  that  I 
fhould  nor  be  much  longer  an  expence 
to  him.  '  Hark'e,  (JiJ  lilas/  (aid  he 
to  me  one  day  ;  *  thou  art  no  longer  a 
child,  and  it  is  high  fMiie  for  a  m  ilk 
lad  of  leventeen,  like  Thee,  to  purti 
thy  fortune  in  the  world  :  I  am  de- 
termined to  lend  rhee  to  Salamanca, 
where,  with  inch  genius  aiut  learn- 
ing, thou  cunlt  not  fail  of  obtain- 
ing fome  good  pott :  thou  lhaithave 
Ibme  ducuts  in  thy  pocket,  to  bear 
thy  expeuces  on  the  road  j  and  I  will 
give  thee  my  own  mule,  which  thou 
mayett  fell  at  Salamanca  for  ten  or 
twelve  piltoles,  and  live  upon  the 
money  until  thou  malt  be  icttlcd  to 
thy  iatisfa&ion.' 
He  could  not  have  propofed  any 
thing  more  agreeable  to  me  j  for  I  pal- 


(ionately  longed  to  fee  the  world  $ 
nevcrthelcfs,  I  had  difcretion  enough 
to  conceal  my  joy }  and  when  the  time 
of  my  departure  arrived,  affefting  the 
rnoft  lively  forrow  at  leaving-  an  uncle 
to  whom  I  owed  fo  many  obligations  ; 
the  honeft  man  was  melted,  and  gave 
me  more  money  than  he  would  have 
done,  could  he  have  feen  to  the  bottom 
of  my  heart.  Before  I  let  out,  I  went 
to  take  leave  of  my  father  and  mother, 
who  enriched  me  with  advice;  exhort- 
ed me  to  pi-ay  to  God  for  my  uncle; 
to  live  inofFenfively  ;  to  efchew  evil; 
and,  by  all  means,  to  refrain  from 
dealing.  After  they  had  held  forth  a 
good  while,  they  made  me  a  prefent 
of  their  blefling,  which  was  afl  I  ex- 
pelled from  them;  and  I,  mounting 
my  mule,  bade  adieu  to  Oviedo. 


CHAP.    II. 

OF  HIS  BEING  GRIEVOUSLY  A- 
LARMED  IN  HIS  WAY  TO  PEN- 
NAFLOR  :  OF  HIS  CONDUCT  IN 
THAT  TOWN  ;  WITH  AN  AC- 
COUNT OF  A  PERSON  WHO  SUP- 
PED WITH  HIM. 

BEHOLD  me  then  in  the  op^n 
field,  clear  of  Oviedo,  on  the  road 
to  Pennaflor,  mafter  of  my  own  con- 
duel,  of  a  lorry  mule,  and  forty  goo4 
ducats,  exclufive  of  Ibme  rials,  which 
I  had  Itolen  from  my  much  honour- 
ed uncle.  The  firft  thing  I  did;  was 
to  let  my  beaft  go  at  dilcretion,  that 
is,  very  gently  j  and  throwing  the 
bridle  on  her  neck,  I  emptied  my  pui  It 
into  my  hat,  and  amuled  my. 
counting  my  money:  my  joy  was  ex- 
ceflive;  and  ;ts  I  had  never  ieen  i'o 
much  calh  before,  I  handled  an  : 
ed  at  it  with  iniatiablc  delight.  I  had 
reckoned  it,  perhaps,  twenty  titru-s 
over,  when,  all  of  a  fudden,  my  mule 
raifmg  her  head,  and  pricking  up  her 
ears,  Itopped  in  the  middle  of  the  high- 
way. Imagining  ihe  was  frighted  .u 
fomething,  I  looked  about  to  iee  what 
was  the  matter,  and  perceived  upon 
the  ground,  an  old  hit,  turned  up, 
with  a  rofary  of  great  beads  in  it  ;  td. 
the  fame  time,  heard  a  lamentable 
voice  pronounce  thefe  words  :  '  Mr. 
*  traveller,  for  God's  lake,  have  pity 
'  on  a  poor  maimed  foJdier!  drop,  if 
«  yuu  ukafe,  a  few  bits  into  the  h;it, 


fa  .wt  *r.-.-ti.l>rHarrfi«  -t  «T  Itce^U.  1780. 
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*  anil  you  (hall  be  rewarded  in  heaven.* 
I  turned  my  eyes  immediately  on  the 
fide  from  whence  the  voice  iflued,  and 
iaw,  at  the  root  of  a  bum,  about  twen- 
ty or  thirty  paces  from  me,  a  kind  of 
Ibldier,  who,  upon  two  crofs  fticks, 
iupported  the  barrel  of  a  carbine,  in 
my  apprehenfion,  longer  than  a  pike, 
with  which  he  feemed  to  take  aim  at 
me:  at  this  apparition,  which  made 
me  quake  for  the  church's  money,  I 
flopped  fhort,  and  pocketing  my  ducats 
in  a  great  hurry,  took  out  fome  rials, 
approaching  the  hat,  that  was  expoled 
for  the  reception  of  the  extorted  chari- 
ty, and  dropped  them  into  it,  one  after 
another,  that  the  beggar  might  fee 
how  nobly  I  ufed  him.  He  was  fatis- 
fied  with  the  bounty,  and  gave  me  a 
benediction  for  even'-  kick  that  I  be- 
ftowed  on  the  fides  of  my  mule,  in  or- 
der to  get  out  of  his  reach ;  but  the 
plaguy  beaft,  regardlefs  of  my  impa- 
tience, moved  not  a  ftep  the  fafter, 
having  loft  the  power  of  galloping,  by 
a  long  habit  of  carrying  my  uncle  at 
her  own  leifure. 

I  did  not  look  upon  this  adventure 
as  a  very  favourable  omen  for  my  jour- 
ney ;  I  reflected  that  I  might  meet  with 
fomething  ftill  worfe,  before  I  mould 
arrive  at  Salamanca }  and  could  not  help 
blaming  rny  uncle's  imprudence,  for 
having  neglected  to  put  me  under  the 
direction  of  a  carrier.  This,  to  be  fure, 
was  what  he  ought  to  have  done ;  but 
he  imagined  that,  by  giving  me  his 
mule,  my  journey  would  be  the  lels  ex- 
penfive;  and  he  had  more  regard  to 
that  confideration,  than  to  the  dangers 
I  might  be  expofed  to  on  the  road.  In 
order,  therefore,  to  repair  his  tnifma- 
nagement,  I  determined  (as  foon  as  I 
mould  arrive  at  Pennaflor)  to  fell  the 
mule,  and  take  the  opportunity  of  a 
carrier  for  Aftorga,  from  whence  I 
could  tranfport  myfelf  to  Salamanca 
by  the  fame  convenience  j  for,  although 
I  had  never  been  out  of  Oviedo,  I  was 
not  ignorant  of  the  names  of  the  towns 
through  which  I  mult  pafs,  having  in- 
formed myfelf  of  thefc  things  before  I 
fet  out. 

I  arrived  in  fafety  at  Pennaflor,  and, 
halting  at  the  gate  of  an  inn  that  made 
a  tolerable  appearance,  I  no  fooner  a- 
lighted  than  the  landlord  came  out,  and 
received  me  with  great  civility  j  he  un- 
tied my  portmanteau  with  his  own 
hands,  and  throwing  it  on 


der,  conducted  me  into  a  room,  wliile 
one  of  his  fervants  led  my  mule  into 
the  ftable.  This  inn-keeper,  fhegreat- 
eft  talker  of  the  Afturies,  and  as  rea- 
dy to  relate  his  own  affairs,  without 
being  aflced,  as  to  pry  into  thofe  of 
another,  told  me  that  his  name  was  An- 
drew Corcueloj  that  he  had  ferved 
many  years  in  the  king's  army,  in 
quality  of  a  ferjeant  ;  and  had  quitted 
the  fervice  fifteen  months  ago,  to  mar- 
ry a  damfel  of  Caftropol,  who  (though 
me  was  a  little  fwarthy)  knew  very 
well  how  to  turn  the  penny.  He  faiU 
a  thoufand  other  things,  which  I  could 
have  dilpenfed  with  the  hearing  of; 
but  after  having  made  me  his  confidant, 
he  thought  he  had  a  right  to  exaft 
the  fame  condefcenfion  from  me;  and 
accordingly  afked  whence  I  came,  whi- 
ther I  was  going,  and  what  I  was. 
I  was  obliged  to  anfwer,  article  by  ar- 
ticle; for  he  accompanied  every  quef- 
tion  with  a  profound  bow,  and  begged 
me  to  excule  his  curiofity  with  fuch  a 
refpectful  air,  that  I  could  not  refufe 
to  fatisfy  him  in  every  particular. 
This  engaged  me  in  a  long  converfa- 
tion  with  him,  and  gave  me  occafiou 
to  mention  my  defign,  and  the  realbns 
I  had  for  difpofmg  of  my  mule,  that 
I  might  take  the  opportunity  of  a  car- 
rier. He  approved  of  my  intention, 
though  not  in  a  very  luce  In  61  manner; 
for  he  reprefented  all  the  troubleiome 
accidents  that  might  befal  me  on  the 
road  ;  he  recounted  many  difmal  ftone* 
of  travellers,  and  I  began  to  be  afraid 
he  would  never  have  done  :  he  conclud- 
ed at  length,  however,  with  telling 
me,  that  if  I  had  a  mind  to  fell  my 
mule,  he  was  acquainted  with  a  very 
honeit  jocky  who  would  buy  her.  I 
allured  him  he  would  oblige  me  in 
feuding  for  him  ;  upon  which  he  went 
in  quell  of  him  immediately,  with  great 
eagernefs.  It  was  not  long  before  he 
returned  with  his  man,  whom  he  in- 
troduced to  me  as  a  perfon  of  exceed- 
ing honefty,  and  we  went  into  the  yard 
all  together,  where  my  mule  was  pro- 
duced, and  palled  and  repaired  before 
the  jocky,  who  examined  her  from 
head  to  foot,  and  did  not  fail  to  fpeak. 
very  difadvantageoufly  of  her.  I  own 
there  was  not  much  to  be  laid  in  her 
praife*;  but,  however,  had  it  been  the 
pope's  mule,  he  would  have  found 
fome  defects  in  her.  He  allured  me, 
/he  had  all  the  faults  a  mule  could 
have  $ 


s 
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have ;  and,  to  convince  me  of  his  ve- 
racity, appealed  to  the  landlord,  who, 
doubtlcfs,  had  his  realbns  for  fupport- 
ing  his  friend's  afiertions.  *  Well,' 
foul  tins  dealer,  with  an  air  of  indif- 
ference, '  how  much  money  do  you  ex- 
*  peel  for  this  wretched  animal  ?'  Af- 
ter the  tulooium  he  had  beitu  • 
her,  and  the  attdbtion  of  Signior 
Corcuclo,  whom  I  believed  to  be  a 
man  of  honeity  and  umlei  (landing,  I 
would  iiavr  :Mv^n  my  mule  f.>r  nothing; 
and  therefore  told  him  I  would  rc-ly  on 
his  integrity  j  bidding  him  appraife  the 
bcaft  in  his  own  conscience,  and  I 
xvculd  Ihmd  to  the  valuation.  Upon 
this  he  aiiumcd  the  man  of  honour, 
and  ivplkd,  ihnt  in  engaging  his  con- 
fcience, J  took  him  on  the  weak  fide: 
jn  good  fpoth,  that  did  not  fcem  to  be 
his  ftiong  ll<k-  ;  f.  r  in!te:u!  of  valuing 
her  at  tenor  i  \vt-ive  piitoles,  as  my  un- 
cle had  don?,  he  fixed  the  price  at 
three  ducats,  which  I  accepted  with 
a?  much  joy  as  if  I  had  made  an  excel- 
lent bargain. 

After  having  fo  advantageoufly  dif- 
poiifd  of  my  mule,,  the  landlord  con- 
ducted .  who  was  to  let 
our  the  next  day  for  Aitorga.  This. 
HUiicitn  let  nu  know,  that  he  would 
depart  brtere  day-.brtak,  and  promiltd 
to  awake  me  in  time,  after  we  had  a- 
gutd  upon  the  price,  as  well  for  the 
hire  of  a  rmilc  as  for  my  board  on  the 
.  ;:vei  y  tiling  was  let- 
tied  between  us,  i  returned  to  the  inn 
witiit.  A  ho,  by  the  way,  be- 
gan to  recount  the  can  JIT'S,  hiltory  ; 
he  told  me  cvciy  circumftancr 
chnraftrr  in  lawn  j  arid,  in  fhort,  \vas 
going  to  itrpify  m^  a;*ain  with  his 
loquacity,  when,  luckily 
for  in-. .  >:ty  good  apptar- 

iiy  ac- 

:  civility.     1  .left 

:  ,ti  went  on,   without 

:  :,,ij£that  I   had  tin-  leait  concern 

:  i  ived 

at  the  mn,   I  ralit-d  lor  I  upper,  and  it 

i;un    to  put 

h    while  they  got 

up   fo    H, y    landlady, 

whom  1  ('.«>  :  iiif    puear- 

ed    h;-:  ,  and    withi'l   fo 

.t  I   fliould  have 

;  h»  i  lu-O^iui  had  not 
M<nile  wa?  pretty 

v.dl    trc-quer.tcd.      When   the  amlet  I 
i  iea<Jy,  i  fat  duwu  to 


table  by  myfelf ;  and  had  notyetfwal- 
lowcd  the  riilt  morlcl  when  the  land- 
lord came  in,  followed  by  the  man  who 
had  flopped  him  in  the  ftrect.  This 
cavalier,  who  wore  a  long  fword,  and 
!  to  be  about  thirty  years  of  age, 
advanced  towards  me  with  an  eager 
air,  faying,  *  Mr.  Student,  I  am  m- 
'  formed  that  you  are  that  Signior  Gil 
1  Bias  of  Sautillane,  who  is  the  link 
'  of  philofophy  and  ornament  of  Ovi- 
'  edo  !  Js  it  poMible  that  you  are  that 
(  minor  of  learning,  that  fublime  ge- 
<  nius,  whole  reputation  is  fo  great  in 
'  this  country  ? — You  know  not,'  con- 
tinued he,  addrtiUng  himielf  to  the 
inn -keeper  and  his  wife,  *  you  know 
'  jiot  wliat  you  pofiefs  !  You  have  a 

*  treafure  in   your  houfe  !  Behold,  in 
'  this  young  gentleman,    the    eighth 

*  wonder  of  the  world  !'     Then  turn- 
ing to  me,  and  throwing  his  arms  a- 
bout   my   neck,  *  Forgive,'  cried    he, 
'  my  tranfports!   I  cannot  contain  the 
'  joy  that  your  prefence  creates  !' 

I  could  not  anfwer  for  fome  time, 
becaufe  he  locked  me  fo  clofe  in  his 
arms,  that  I  was  almoft  fuffocated  for 
want  of  breath;  and  it  was  not  till  I 
had  difengaged  my  head  from  his  em- 
brace, thatl  replied,  *  Signior  Cavalier, 
'  I  rlid  not  think  my  name  was  known 
1  at  Pennailor/ — *  How  !  known  !'  re- 
fumed  he,  in  his  former  Itrain  j  *  we 

*  keep  a  regifter  of 'ail  the  celebrated 
'  names  within  twenty  leagues  of  us  : 

*  you,  in  particular,  are  looked  upon 

*  as   a   prodigy ;    and    I   don't   at   all 
4  doubt,  that  Spain  will  one  day  be  a* 

*  proud  of  yon,  as  Greece  was  of  her 
'  Seven  Sages/  ThUe  words  wen-  fol- 
lowed by  a  frcih   huo--  which  I   was 
enforced  to  endure,  though  at  the  rilJc 
of  Hrangulation.     With  the  little  ex- 
perience I   had,  I  aught  not  to  have 
been    the   dupe  of  his  piofeificr.s  and 
hyperbolical  compliments  :   I  ou^ht  t« 
have-  known,  by  his  extravagant   flat- 
tery,  that  he  was  one  of  thole    p:i:a- 
fites  which  abound  in  every  town,  nmf 
who,   when   a  Hi  anger  arrives,   intro- 
duce themfclves    to    him,   in   order  to 
fill   their   bellies   at  his  expmo:  i    but 

•ith   and   vanity  Jl|dge 

quite  otherwifc  ;   my  admirer  aj  . 
to  me  fo  much  ct 
invited  him  to  take  a  :. 
pr-r.     'Ay,  with  all   my  foul  !' 

i  am    too  much   obliged  to    my 

*  kiad  tiurs,  for  having  thrown  me  in 

*  th« 
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«  the  way  of  the  llluftrious  Gil  Bias, 

*  not  to  enjoy  my  good  fortune  as  long 

*  as  I  can  1  I  have  no  great  appetite,' 
purfued  he,   «  but   I   will  lit   down  to 
«   bear  you  company,  and  eat  a  mouth- 

*  ful,  purely  out  of  complailance.' 

So  faying,  my  pane^ynil  took  his 
place  right  over-againft   me  j    and,  a 
cover  being  laid  for  him,  attacked  the 
amlet  as  voracioufly  as  if  he  had  fafted 
three  whole  days  :   by  his  covnpiaifant 
beginning,    I   fore  fa  w    that    our    difli 
would  not  laft  long,  and  therefore  or- 
dered  a   fecond  ;    which   they    drefied 
with  fuch  difpatch,  that  it  was  ferved 
juft  as  we — or  rather  he — had  made  an 
end  of  the  firft.    He  proceeded  on  this 
with  the  fame  vigour;  and  found  means, 
without  Jofing  one  itroke  of  his  teeth, 
to  overwhelm  me  with  praifes  during  the 
whole  repaft,  which  made  me  very  well 
pleafed  with  myfweet  felf.     He  drank 
in  proportion  to  his  eating  ;   fometiires 
to  my  health,  fometimes  to  that  of  my 
father  and  mother ;  whofe  happinefs, 
in  having  fuch  a  fon  as  me,  he  could 
not  enough  admire.     All  the  while  he 
plied  me  with  wine,  and  infifted  upon 
my  doing  him  juitice,  while  I  toaited 
healthfor  health ;  a  circumftance  which, 
together  with  his  intoxicating  flattery, 
put  me  into  fuch  good   humour,  that 
feeing  our  fecond  amlti  half  devoured, 
I  afked  the  landlord,  if  he  had  no  fifh 
in  the  houfe.    Signior  Corcuelo,  who, 
in  all  likelihood,  had  a  fellow-feeling 
with  the  parafite,  replied,  *  I  have  a 

*  delicate  trout,  but  thofe  who  eat  it 

*  muft  pay  for  the  fauce  : — 'tis  a  bit 
«  too  dainty  for  your  palate,  I  doubt/ 
— *  What  do  you  call  too  dainty? '  faid 
the  fycophant,  raifinghis  voice  j '  you're 

*  a  wife-acre,  indeed  !  know,  that  there 
'  is  nothing  in  this  houfe  too  good  tor 

*  Signior  Gil  Bias  de  Santillane,  who 
«  deferves    t®    be    entertained   like    a 
'  prince!1 

J  was  pleafed  at  his  laying  hold  of 
the  landlord's  lad  words,  in  which  he 
prevented  me  5  who,  finding  my  felf 
offended,  laid,  with  an  air  of  difdain, 
'  Produce  this  trout  of  yours,  Gaffer 
'  Corcuelo,  and  give  you  del  f  no  trou- 
«  ble  about  the  confequence.'  This 
was  what  the  inn-keeper  wanted  :  he 
got  it  ready,  and  ferved  it  up  in  a  trice. 
At  fight  of  this  new  difli,  I  could  per- 
ceive the  paraike's  eye  fparkle  with  joy; 
and  he  renewed  that  complaifance — 
J  mean  for  the  fifli — which  he  had  al- 


ready fhewn   for  the  egg?.     At   laft, 
however,  he  was  obliged  to  give  out, 
for   fear  of  accident  ;  being  crammed 
to  the  very  throat  :   having,  therefore, 
eaten  anddrankhis  bellyful,  bethought 
proper  to  conclude  the  farce,  by  riiing 
from  table,  and  accofting  me  in  thefe 
words:   *xSignior  Gil  Bias,  I  am  too 
well  fatisned  with  your  good  chear  to 
leave  you,  without  offering  an  im- 
portant advice,  which   y<Jii   feem   to 
have  great  occafion  for  ;   henceforth 
beware    of    praife,     and    be    upon 
your  guard  againtt  every  body  you 
do  not  know.     You  may  meet  with 
other  people  inclined  to  divert  them- 
felves  with  your  credulity,  and  per- 
haps,  to  pufli  things    ftill   farther; 
but  don't  be  duped   again,  nor  be- 
lieve yonrfelf    (though   they  mould 
fwear  it)  the  eighth  wonder  of  the 
world.'     So  faying,  he  laughed  in 
my  face,  and  (talked  away.     I  was  as 
much  affefted  by  this  bite,  as  I 'have 
fince  been  by  misfortunes  of  far  greater 
confequence.    I  could  not  forgive  my- 
felf,   for  having  been  fo  grofsly  im- 
pofed  upon  ;  or  rather,  I  was  mocked 
to  find  my  pride  fo  humbled:   '  How  ** 
faid  I  to  myfelf,  *  has  the  traitor,  then> 
made  a  jeft  of  me  ?  His  defign  in  ac- 
cofting  my  landlord  in  the  tfreet,  was 
only  to  pump  him;   or  perhaps  they 
underftood   one  another!    Ah,  fim- 
ple  Gil  Bias  !  go   hang  thy  felf,   for 
mame,  for  having  given    fuch  raf- 
cals  an  opportunity  of  turning  thee 
into  ridicule  !  1  fuppofe  they'll  trump, 
up  a  fine,  ftory  of  this  affair,  which 
will  reach  Oviedo,  and,  doubtlels,  do 
thee  a   great  deal  of  honour;    and 
make  thy  parents  repent  their  having 
thrown  away  fo  much  good  counfel 
on  an  afs.    Inttead  of  exhorting  me 
not  to  wrong  any  body,  they  ought 
to    have   cautioned    me  agairift   the 
knavery  of  the  world!'     Chagrined 
with   thefe  mortifying  reflections,  and 
inflamed   with    refentment,    I   locked 
myfelt  in  my   chamber,  and  went  to 
bed  :   where,  however,  I  did  not  fleep  j 
for,  before  I  could  clofe  my  eyes,  tne 
carrier  came  to  let   me  know  he    was 
ready  to  let  out,  and  only  waited  for, 
me.    I  got  up  inftantly  ;   and  while  I 
*p\ir  on   my  cloaths,   Corcuelo  brought 
me  a  bill,   in  which,   I  aflure  you,   the 
trout  was  not  forgotten  :  and  I  was  not 
only  obliged  to  gratify  his  excrbitancex 
but  I  had  alib  the  mortificatipjito  per- 
ceive. 
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ceive,  while  I  counted  the  money,  that 
the  farcaitick  knave  remembered  my 
adventure.  After  having  paid  fauce  for 
a  fupper  which  I  had  fo  ill  digefted, 
I  went  to  the  muleteer  with  my  bags, 
wi thing  the  parafite,  the  inn-keeper, 
and  his  inn,  at  the  devil. 


CHAP.    III. 

or  THE  CARRIER'S  TEMPTATION 

ON  THE  ROAD,  AND  IT'S  CONSE- 
QUENCE. HOW  GIL  5  LAS,  IN 
ATTEMPTING  TO  GET  OUT  OF 
THE  FRYING-PA.N,,  FELL  INTO 
THE  FIRE. 

I  Was    not  the    only    perfon   who 
travelled  with  the  carrier,  there  be- 
ing in  company  two  children  belong- 
ing to  a  gentleman  at  Pennaflor,    a 
litde  drolling  ballad-finger  of  Mondo- 
nedo,  and  a  young  tradefman  of  Af- 
torga,  who  was  bringing  home  a  girl 
whom  he  had  married  at  Verco.     We 
became  acquainted  with  one  another 
prefently  j  and  every  one,  in  a  very 
fliort  time,  told  whence  he  came,  and 
whither  he  was  going.  The  new-mar- 
ried lady  was  fo  itupid  and  tawny,  that 
I  had  no  great  pleafure  in  looking  at 
her  j  but  her  youth  and  plumpnefs  had 
a  different  effect  upon  the  carrier,  who 
refolved  to  make  an  attempt  upon  her 
inclinations  :  he  fpent  the  whole  day 
in  projecting  this  noble  defign,  the  ex- 
ecution of  which  he  deferred  until  we 
fhould  arrive  at  our  laft  ftage,  which 
happened  to  be  at  Cacabelos.     He  ac- 
cordingly made  us  alight  at  the  firft 
inn  we  came  to,  a  houfe  fituated  ra- 
ther in  the  country  than  the  town,  the 
landlord  of  which  he  knew  to  be  a 
compjaifant  and  difcreet  perfon.      He 
took  care  to  have  us  conducted  into  a 
remote   apartment,  where  he  allowed 
us   to  fup  in  tranquillity  }  but  when 
cur  meal  was  ended,  he  entered  with 
*  furious  look,   crying,  *  Blood  and 
oons  !   I  am  robbed   of  one  hundred 
piitoles,  which  I  had  in   a  leathern 
bag,  and  I  muft  rind  them  immedi- 
ately ;  otherwifc  I  will  apply  to  the 
magiltrate  of  the  place,  who   is  no 
joker  in  thefe  matters,  and  have  you 
all  put  to  the  rack,  till  fuch   time 
as  you  confeis  the  crime,  and  reftore 
the  money. '  Having  pronounced  thefe 
dreadful  words  with  a  very  natural  air, 


he  went  out,  leaving  us  all  in  the  ut- 
moft  confternation. 

As  we  were  Grangers  to  each  other, 
none  of  us  had  the  lealt  fufpicion  of  the 
finefle  ;  for  my  own  part,  I  fufpeaed 
that  the  poor  ballad  finger  had  done 
the  deed}  and,  perhaps,  he  had  the 
fame  opinion  of  me.  Befides,  we  were 
all  raw  fools,  utterly  ignorant  of  the 
formalities  ufed  in  fuch  cafes,  and  be- 
lieved in  good  earned,  that  the  procefs 
would  be  begun  by  putting  us  all  to 
the  torture.  Giving^rw/ay,  therefore, 
to  our  fear,  we  evacuated  the  room 
in  a  great  hurry,  fome  running  into 
the  ftreet,  others  flying  into  the  gar- 
den, and  every  one  betaking  himfelf  to 
his  heels  for  lafety.  Among  the  reft, 
the  young  tradefman  of  Altorga,  as 
much  feared  as  any  of  us  at  the 
thoughts  of  the  torture,  made  his 
efcape,  like  another  u^Eneas,  without 
incommoding  himfelf  with  his  wife. 
It  was  then  that  the  carrier,  (as  I  have 
fince  learned)  more  incontinent  than 
his  mules,  and  overjoyed  to  fee  his 
ftratagem  fucceed  according  to  his  ex- 
peftation,  went  to  the  bride,  boafted 
of  his  own  ingenuity,  and  endeavour- 
ed to  profit  by  the  occafion  :  but  this 
Lucrece  of  the  Afturies,  to  whom 
the  villainous  afpeft  of  her  tempter  lent 
new  ftrength,  made  a  vigorous  refill  - 
ance,  and  fcreamed  molt  powerfully. 
The  patrole,  which  happened  at  that 
inftant  to  pals  by  the  houfe  that  they 
knew  deferved  their  attention,  went 
in,  and  demanded  the  reafon  of  thofe 
cries :  upon  which  the  landlord,  who 
fat  finging  in  the  kitchen,  and  pre- 
tended to  know  nothing  of  the  matter, 
was  obliged  to  conduct  the  officer  and 
his  guard  into  the  chamber  of  the  per- 
fon who  made  the  noife.  They  arriv- 
ed very  feafonably,  the  chafte  Alturian 
being  quite  exhaufted  j  and  the  com- 
mander (who  was  none  of  the  molt 
delicate  people  in  the  world)  perceiv- 
ing what  was  the  matter,  gave  the 
amorous  muleteer  a  wooden  falut:ui<m 
with  the  handle  of  his  halbert,  addref- 
fing  him  at  the  fame  time  in  terms  as 
inconliltent  with  modefty  as  the  ac- 
tion that  fuggerted  them.  This  was 
not  all  :  he  apprehended  the  criminal, 
and  carried  him  before  the  judge,  to- 
gether with  his  accufer  ;  who,  notwith- 
lUnding  herdilbrder,  would  have  gone 
of  herfelf  to  crave  juftice  for  the  out- 
rage that  was  committed  upon  her. 

The 
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II 


The  magiftratc  having  heard,  and  at- 
tentively conlidered  the  caufe,  found 
the  defendant  guilty  ;  caufed  him  to 
be  dripped  and  fcourged  in  his  pre- 
fence  ;  and  ordered  that,  if  the  huf- 
band  of  the  plaintiff  mould  not  appear 
before  next  day,  fhe  fliould  be  efcoj'ted 
to  Aftorga  by  two  horfemen,  at  the 
charge  of  the  delinquent. 

As  for  me,  more  terrified,  perhaps, 
than  the  reft,  I  got  into  the  country, 
and  eroding  I  don't  know  how  many 
fields  and  heaths,  and  leaping  all  the 
ditches  I  found  in  my  way,  I  arrived 
at  laft  at  the  border  of  a  wood,  and 
was  juft  going  into  it,  with  a  view  of 
concealing  myfelf  in  fome  thicket,  when 
all  of  a  fudden,  two  men  on  horfeback 
appeared  before  me,  and  called,  <  Who 
«  goes  there  ?'  As  my  furprize  hin- 
dered me  from  making  immediate  an- 
fwer,  they  advanced  ;  and  each  clap- 
ping a  piftol  to  my  throat,  command- 
ed me  to  tell  who  I  was,  whence  I 
came,  my  bufmefs  in  the  foreft,  and, 
above  all  things,  to  hide  nothing  from 
them.  To  thefe  interrogations,  the 
manner  of  which  feemed  to  me  equal 
to  the  rack  with  which  the  carrier  had 
threatened  us,  I  replied,  that  I  was  a 
lad  of  Oviedo,  going  to  Salamanca  ; 
recounted  the  alarm  we  had  undergone, 
and  confefled,  -that  the  fear  of  being 
put  to  the  torture  had  induced  me  to 
run  away.  They  buril  out  into  a  loud 
laugh  at  this  difcovery,  which  maoi- 
felted  the  fimplicity  of  my  heart ;  and 
one  of  them  faid,  '  Take  courage, 

*  friend;  come    along    with  us,    and 

*  fear  nothing:  we  will  put  thee  in  a 

*  place  of  fafety.'     So  faying,  he  made 
me  get  up  behind  him,  and  then  we  re- 
treated into  the  wood. 

Though  I  did  not  know  what  to 
make  of  this  rencounter,  I  did  not  pre- 
fage  any  thing  bad  from  it:  'for/  faid  I 
to  myfelf,  *  it  thefe  people  were  thieves, 
they  would  have  robbed,  and  perhaps 
murdered  me,  at  once  :  they  muft  cer- 
tainly be  heneftgentlemen,  who  live 
hard  by,  and  who,  feeing  me  in  ajpa- 
nick,  have  pity  on  my  condition,  and 
cany  me  home  with  them  out  of  cha- 
rity.' But  I  did  not  long  remain  in 
fufpenfe  ;  for,  after  feveral  windings 
and  turnings,  which  we  performed  in 
great  filence,  we  came  to  the  foot  of  a 
hill,  where  we  alighted  j  and  one  of 
the  horfemen  faid  to  me,  *  This  is  our 


«  dwelling-place.''  I  looked  around,but 
could  perceive  neither  houfe,  hut,  nor 
the  lealt  appearance  of  any  habitation  : 
neverthelefs,  thefe  two  men  lifted  Up 
a  huge  wooden  trap-door,  covered  with 
earth  and  brambles,  which  concealed 
the  entrance  of  a  long  Ihelving  pafTacre 
under  ground,  into  which  the  horles 
went  of  themfelves,  like  beafts  that 
were  ufed  to  it;  while  the  cavaliers, 
taking  the  fame  path,  made  me  follow 
them  ;  then  lowering  the  cover,  witK 
cords  faftened  to  the  in  fide  for  that 
purpofe,  behold  the  worthy  kinfman 
of  my  uncle  Perez  caught  like  amoufe 
in  a  trap  ! 


CHAP.    IV. 

A  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  SUBTER- 
RANEAN HABITATION,  AND  OF 
WHAT  GIL  BLAS  OBSERVED 
THEREIN. 

INowdifcovered  my  fituation,  and 
any  one  may  eafily  believe  that  this 
difcovery  effectually  difpelled  my  for- 
mer fear  :  a  terror  more  mighty,  and 
better  founded,  took  poflefllon  of  my 
foul !  I  laid  my  account  with   lofing 
my  life  as   well  as  my  ducats;  and 
looking  upon  myfelf  as  a  victim  led  to 
the  altar,  walked  (more  dead  than  a- 
live)  between  my  two  conductors,  who, 
feeling  me  tremble,    exhorted   me  in 
vain  to  fear  nothing.     When  we  had 
gone  about  two  hundred  paces,  turn- 
ing and   defcending  all   the  way,  we 
entered   into  a  ftable,  lighted  by  two 
great   iron    lamps    hanging   from  the 
arch   above.     Here   I    lasv   plenty   of 
ftraw,  and  a  good  many  calks  full  of 
provender  :  there  was  room  enough  for 
twenty  horfes ;  but  at  that  tij/ie  there 
were  only  the  two  that  we  brought  a- 
long   with    us,    which  an   old  negro, 
who   feemed    vigorous   for   his  years, 
was  tying  to  a  rack.     We  went  out  of 
the  liable,  and  by  the  ciifmal  glimmer 
of  fome  lamps,  that  feemcd  to  enlight- 
en the  place  only  to  fhevv  the  horrors 
of  it,  came  to  a  kitchen,  where  an  old 
cook- maid  was  bufy  in  broiling  tteaks, 
and  providing  for  flipper.  The  kitchen 
was  adorned  with  all  neceffary  utenfils; 
and  hard  by,  there  was  a  larder  ftored. 
.with    all  iorts   of    provisions.      The 
cook  (for  I  muft  draw  hsr  piclure} 
C  was 
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was  a  perfon  fomcwhat  turned  of  fixty: 
in  her  youth  the  hair  of  her  head  had 
b.'tn  red  as  a  raiiot  ;  fortune  hnd  not 
as  yet  fo  much  bleached  it,  but  that 
one  might  ftill  perceive  foinc  ihadcs 
of  it's  primitive  colour:  (he  had  nn 
olive  complexion,  a  chin  pointed  and 
prominent,  with  lips  fallen  in,  a  huge 
aquiline  hofc  that  hung  over  hermouth, 
and  eyis  that  flamed  in  purple. 

«  Well,  dame  Leonarda,'  hid  one 

of  the  gentlemen,  presenting  me  to  this 

fair  angel  of  d  irknd's,  '  here's  a  young 

«  man  we  have  brought  for  you.1  Then 

turning  to  me,   and  bbferying  me  pale 

and  difmayed,  '  Friend/  laid  h?,  *  ba- 

nifh   thy  fear;  we  will   do  thee  no 

harm.     Having  occalion  for  a   fer- 

vant   to    afliit    our  cook  -maid,    we 

met  with  thee,   and  happy  it  is  for 

thee  we  did  :   thou  fhalt  here  fupply 

the  place  of  a  young  ft  1  low,  who  let  " 

himfelf  die  about  fifteen  days  ago  : 

he  was  a  lad  of  a  very  delicate  com- 

plexion ;  but  thpu  feemeft  to  be  more 

robult,  and  wilt  not  die  fo  foon  :   in- 

deed, thou  wilt  never  ice  the  light  of 

the  fun  again  ;   but  in   lieu  of  that, 

thou    fhalt   have  good  chenr,    and  a 

rouzing  fire.     Thou    fhalt  pals   thy 

time  with  Leonarda,  who  is  a  very 

gentle  creature,  and   enjoy   all    thy 

little  conveniences.  I  will  fhew  thee/ 

added  he,    *  that  thou  haft  not  got  a- 

*  mong  beggars.'     With  thefe  words 

he  took  up  a  flambeau,  and,  bidding 

me  follow  him,  carried  me  into  a  cel- 

lar, where    I    law   an  infinite  number 

of  bottles  and  jars  well  corked,  which, 

he  told  me,   were  fillt-d  with  excellent 

wine.     He   afterwards   made  me  pafs 

through    clivers   apartments,    Ibme  of 

which  contained  bales  o(  linen,  others 

of  filks  and  (tuffs:   in  one  I  perceived 

gold  and  filver,  and  a   great  quantity 

of  plate  in  different  cupboards.     Then 

I  followed  him  into  a  large  hall,  illu- 

minated  by  time  branches  of  copper, 

which   al/b   gave   light   to    the  rooms 

that    f  '<-d  with  it  :    here    he 

put  frefh   iv  mej   afkcd    my 

name,  and   .  Ovie- 

,,id    wliL-ii    I    ii  .1    his 

curiofity  in  thefe  particulars,  «  Well, 


Gil  Bias,'  faid  he,  '  fince  thy  defign 
in  quitting  the  place  of  thy  nativity 
was  to  obtain  fome  good  poft,  thou 
muft  certainly  have  been  born  with 
a  cawl  upon  thy  head,  feeing  thou 
haft  fallen  into  our  hands.  I  have 
already  told  thee,  that  thou  malt  live 
here  in  affluence,  and  roll  upon  gold 
and  filver:  nay,  more,  thou  fhalt  be 
fafe  j  for  fuch  is  the  contrivance  of 
this  retreat,  that  the  officers  of  the 
holy  brotherhood  may  come  into  the 
wood  an  hundred  times  without  dif- 
covering  it.  The  entry  is  unknown 
to  every  living  foul,  except  me  ami 
my  comrades  :  perhaps  thou  wilt 
wonder  how  it  could  be  executed 
without  being  perceived  by  the  peo- 
ple in  the  neighbourhood  !  Knovr, 
then,  my  lad,  that  this  is  not  a  work 
of  our  hands,  but  was  made  many 
years  ago  ;  for,  after  the  Moors  had 
got  pofljfTion  of  Grenada,  Anagon, 
and  almoft  the  whole  of  Spain,  the 
chriftians,  rather  than  fubmit  to  the 
yoke  of  infidels,  fled,  and  concealed 
themfelves  in  this  country,  in  Bif- 
cay,  and  in  the  Afturies,  whither  the 
valiant  Don  Pelagio  retired  :  fugi- 
tives, and  difperled  in  fmall  num- 
bers, they  lived  hi  mountains  and 
woods  ;  fome  lurked  in  caves,  and 
others  contrived  many  fubterrantan 
abodes,  of  which  number  this  is  one. 
Having  afterwards  been  fo  lucky  as 
to  drive,  their  enemies  out  of  Spain, 
they  returned  into  the  towns  ;  and, 
fince  that  time,  their  retreats  ; 
ferved  for  afyhuns  to  people  of  our 
profefllon.  It  is  tine,  indeed,  the 
holy  brotherhood  *  have  dii'a -\ 
and  dcftroyed  fome  of  them  ;  but 
there  are  (till  plenty;  < 
thank  }l.:uvn.  I  have  lived  lu-ie  in 
ihfety  near  tifu-i  n  \  • 
is  Captain  Rolando  ;  I  am  L!> 
the  company,  and  he-  whom  thou 
fa  we  It  with  me  is  one  ofr  my  ^ 
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TATION,  AND  THE  AGREEABLE 
CONVERSATION  THAT  PASSED 
AMONG  THEM. 

SIGNIOR  Rolando  had  force 
done  fppaking,  when  fix  new  fa- 
ces appeared  in  the  hall ;  thei'e  were 
the  lieutenant  with  five  of  the  com- 
pany, who  returned  loaded  with  booty, 
which  conlifted  of  two  hampers  full 
of  fugar,  cinnamon,  pepper,  dried 
figs,  almonds  and  raifins.  The  lieu- 
tenant addreiling  himfelf  to  the  cap- 
tain, told  him,  that  he  had  taken 
thefe  hampers  from  a  grocer  of  Bena- 
vento,  whole  mule  hz  had  allb  carried 
off.  When  he  had  given  an  ac- 
count of  his  expedition  to  his  fupe- 
rior,  the  pillage  of  the  grocer  was 
ordered  into  the  ftore,  and  it  was  una- 
nimoufly  agreed  to  make  merry.  A 
table  being  covered  in  the  great  hall, 
I  was  lent  back  into  the  kitchen, 
where  dame  Leonarda  inltrucled  me 
in  the  nature  of  my  office ;  and, 
yielding  to  necefTity,  (fince  my  cruel 
fate  had  fo  ordained)  1  IhpprefTed  my 
forrow,  and  prepared  myfelf  for  the 
fervice  of  thole  worthy  gentlemen. 

My  firft  eflay  was  on  the  fide- 
board,  which  I  adorned  with  filver 
cups,  and  many  (tone  bottles  of  that 
good  wine  which  Signior  Rolando 
praifed  fo  much,  I  afterwards  brought 
in  two  ragouts,  which  were  no  fooner 
ferved,  than  the  whole  company  fat 
down  to  eat.  They  began  with  a  good 
appetite,  while  I  itood  behind,  ready 
to  fupply  them  with  wine  j  and  ac- 
quitted myfelf  fo  handfomely,  that  I 
had  the  honour  to  be  complimented 
upon  my  behaviour.  The  captain 
recounted  my  (lory  in  a  few  words, 
which  afforded  a  good  deal  of  diver- 
fion,  and  afterwards  obferved  that  I 
did  not  want  merit :  but  I  was  at  that 
time  cured  of  my  vanity,  and  could 
hear  myielf  praifed  without  danger. 
Not  one  of  them  was  filent  on  the  i'ub- 
jeft;  they  faid,  I  feemed  born  to  be 
their  cup-bearer  ;  that  I  was  worth  an 
hundred  of  my  predecefior  ;  and  al- 
though Dame  Leonarda  (iince  his 
death)  had  been  honoured  with  the 
office  of  prefenting  neclar  to  thei'e  in- 
fernal gods,  they  diverted  her  of  that 
glorious  employment,  in  which  they 
inltalled  me,  like  a  young  Ganymede 
Succeeding  an  ancient  Hebe. 


A  great  difh  of  roaft  meat,  ferved 
up  after  the  ragouts,  finiihed  the  repalt 
of  thofe  gormandizing  thieves  ;   who, 
drinkingin  proportion  totheirgluttony, 
foon  became  fYolickfome,inacie  a  helii/h 
noife,  and  fpoke  all  together  :  one  be- 
gan  a  (lory,  another  broke  a  jeft,  a 
third  fhouted,  a  fourth  lung;  fo  that 
there  was  nothing  but  riot  and  confu- 
lion.     At  length  Rolando,  tired  of  a 
fcene  in  which  he  was  fo  little  regard- 
ed,  cried,   (with  a  voice  that  lilenced 
the  whole   company)    '  Gentlemen,  I 
have  a  propofal  to  make  ;   initead  of 
ftunning  one  another  in    this   man- 
ner, by  ipeaking  all  together,  would 
it  not  be  better  to  entertain  ourfelvfs 
like  reasonable  creatures  ?  There  is 
a  thought  come  into  my  head  :    lince 
the  time  of  our  afibciaticn,  we  have 
never    had    the    curioiity    to   know 
what  families  we  are  derived  from, 
and  by  what  train  of  adventures  we 
have  been  feverally  led  to  embrace 
this   way   of   life  ;  as  thele  things 
feem   worthy  to  be  known,    let  us, 
for  our  diveriion,  communicate  them 
to  one  another.'  The  lieutenant,  and 
the  reft,  as  if  they  had  fomething  very 
entertaining  to  relate,  embraced,  with 
great  demonftrations  of  joy,  the  pro- 
pofal  of   their  chief,    who  began  his 
o^vn  hittory  in  thefe  words. 

*  Gentlemen,  you  muft  know  that 
I  am  the  only  (on  of  a  rich  citizen 
of  Madrid  ;  the  day  of  my  birth 
was  celebrated  in  the  family  by  vaft 
rejoicings  ;  my  father  pretty  well 
ftricken  in  years,  was  ravimed  at 
fight  of  an  heir,  and  my  mother 
undertook  to  luckle  me  at  her  own 
breads  :  her  father,  who  was  Itill 
alive,  was  a  good  old  man,  who 
meddled  with  nothing  but  his  beads, 
and  recounted  his  own  warlike  ex- 
ploits, having  been  many  years  in 
the  army  ;  fo  that  becoming  inien- 
fibly  the  idol  of  thefe  three  perfons, 
I  was  inceflantly  dandled  in  their 
arms.  Lelt  ftudy  mould  fatigue  me 
in  my  tender  years,  I  was  allowed 
to  fpend  them  in  the  moil  childilh 
amulements  5  my  father  obfei  ving, 
that  children  ought  not  to  apply 
ieriotifly  to  any  thing,  until  time 
fhould  have  ripened  the  underitand- 
ing.  In  expectation  of  this  matu- 
rity, I  neither  learned  to  read  nor 
write ;  but,  neverthelefs,  made  good 
uie  of  my  time  j  tor  my  father 
C  a  '  taught 
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*  taughtmeathoufanddifferentgames: 
4  I  became  perfe&ly  acquainted  with 

*  cards^was  no  ft  ranger  to  dice  ;  and 

*  my  grandfather  filit.d  my  head  with 

*  romantick  Tories  of  the  military  ex- 
4  peditions  in  which  he  had  been  con- 
4  cerned.     He  lung  the  fame  catches 
4  over  and  over,  and  when  I  had  got 

*  ten  or  twelve  lines  by  heart,  by  dint 
'  of  hearing   them  repeated  for  three 
4  months  together,   my   memory  be- 

*  came  a  fubjeft  for  admiration  to  my 
'  parents,  who  feeined  no  lei's  farisfied 
'  with  my  genius.  When,  profiting  by 

*  the  liberty  I  enjoyed   of  fpeaking 

*  what  came  uppcrmolt,  I  ufed  to  in- 
4  terrupt  their  difcourfe  with  my  non- 

*  fenfical  prattle •«   Ah  !    what  a 

4<  charming   creature  it   is  !"  would 
4  my  fatheY  cry,  (looking  at  me  with 
'  inexpreflible  delight)  while  my  mam- 
4  ma  overwhelmed   me   with  cartiTes, 
4  and  my  old  grand  fire  wept  with  joy. 
«  I  committed,   in  their  prefence,   the 

*  moft  indecent  actions  with  impunity: 
'  every  thing  was  forgiven  j  and,  in 

*  (hort,  they  adored  me.  In  their,  v 

*  time,  having   attained   my  twci.'th, 
4  year,  without  being  put   to  fchool, 
4  a  matter  was   at   length  provided  5 
4  but  he  received  preciie  orders  to  in- 
4  ftrucl  me  without  ufmg  any  violence, 
4  being  only  permitted  to  threaten  me 

*  fomctimes,  with  a  view  of  inspiring 
4  me   with  awe.  This  pprmifTion  had 
4  not  the  molt  falutary  effects  upon  me, 
4  who  either  laughed  at  his  menaces,  or, 

*  with  tears  in  my  eyes,  went  and  com- 
4  plained    to   my  mother  and  grand- 
4  papa  of  his  barbarity.  It  was  in  vain 
4  for  the  poor  devil  to  deny  the  accu- 

*  fation  j  he  was    looked  upon    as  a 

*  tyrant,  and  my  aflertion  always  be- 
4  li'eved,  in  fpiteofhis  remonftrance. 
4  I  happened  one  day  to  fcratch  my- 
4  felf,   upon    which,    letting  up   my 
4  pipes,  as  if  he  had  flayed  me,    my 

*  mother  came  running  in,  and  turned 

*  my  maftcr  out  of  doors,  though   he 

*  protefted,  and  took  Heaven  to  wit- 

*  nefs,  that    he  had   not  touched  my 
4  fitin. 

«  In  the  fame  manner  T  got  rid  of 
4  all  my  preceptors,  until  Inch  an  one 
4  as  I  wanted  prdented  himfelf  :  this 
4  was  a  batcheloi  of  Aicala  }  an  excel- 

*  lent  tutor  for  a   perlon  of  fafliion's 
4  child  !  he  was  a  lover  of  pl:*y,  \vo- 
4  men  and  wine,  conitquently  the  fit- 
4  ttft  peilbn  in  the  world  for  me.  The 


firft  thing  he  fet  about  was,  to  gain 
my  afl'i'e'lion,  in  which  hefucceeded  j 
and  by  thefe  means  gained  the   love 
of  my  parents,  who  left  me  entirely 
to  his  management :  indeed,  they  had 
no  caufe  to  repent  of  their  confi- 
dence j   for,  in  a  very  little  time,  he 
made  me  perfect  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  world.     By  dint  of  carrying  me 
along  with    him,    to  the  places   he 
frequented,  I    imbibed   his   talte   fo 
well,  that,    except   in    Latin,   I  be- 
came an   universal  proficient  ;    and 
when  I  found  I  had  no  farther  oc- 
cafion  for  his  inftruoVicns,  he  went 
to  offer  them  elfewhere. 
*  If,  dining  my  childhood,  I  had 
lived  pretty  freely,  it  was  quite  ano- 
ther thing  when  I  became  matter  of 
my  own   actions  :   I   every  moment 
ridiculed  my  parents,  who   did  no- 
thing but  laugh  at  my  fallies,  which 
were  the  more  agretable,   the  more 
iniblence    they    contained.      Mean 
while,  I  committed  all  kinds  of  de- 
bauchery, in   the  company  of  other 
young  men  of  the  fame  difpofition  j 
and  as  our  parents  did  not  iupply  us 
with  money  liifricient  to  lupport  luch 
a  delicious   life,  every  one  pilfered 
what  he  could,  at   his  own   home  j 
but  that  being  alfo  infufficient,  we 
began  to  rob  in  the  dark  ;  when,  un- 
fortunately, the  corregidoie  got  no- 
tice of  us,  and  would   have  cauled 
us  to  be  apprehended,  had  we  not 
been   informed  of    his  treacherous 
deiign  :   upon  which    we  confulted 
our  fafety  in  flight,  and  transferred 
the  fccne  of  our  exploits  to  the  high- 
way.    Since  which  time,  gentlemen, 
God  has  given  me  grace  to  grow  old 
in  my  pro  re  (lion,  in  fpite  ot  the  dan- 
gers to  which  it  is  expoled." 
Here  the  captain  left  oft"  fpeaking  ; 
and  the  lieutenant,  taking  his  turn, 
began  with — *  Gentlemen,  an  educa- 
tion quite  oppolitc  to  that  of  Signior 
Rolando  has,  nevei  thelels,  produced 
the  lame  effcft.  My  father  was  a  but  - 
cherof  Toledo,  reckoned  the  great- 
cTt  brute  in  the  whole  city,  nor  was 
my  mother's  difpofition  much  more 
gentle.     While   I  was  a  child,  they 
whipped  me  as  if  it  had  been  through 
emulation,  at  the  rate  of  a  thoulaml 
iliipis  a  day  :  the  lealt  fault  I  com- 
mitted was  attended   with  the  moft 
ftvnc  chattifcment  ;  and  it  was  in 
vaJn    for  me  to  alk  pardon,    with 
<  tears 
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'  twrs   in  my  eyes,  and  proteft   that 

*  I  was  lorry  for  what  I  had  done;  far 
'  from  being  forgiven,  I   was  often 

*  puniflied  without  acaufe:  while  my 
4  father   belaboured  me,  my  mother, 

*  (as  if  he  had  not  exerted  himfejf) 
'  inftead  of  interceding  for  her  child, 
'  frequently   came   to    his    afliitance. 
'  This    treatment  infpired    me   with 

*  fuch  averfion   for  my  paternal   ha- 

*  bitation,  that  I  ran  away    before  I 
4  had  attained   my   fourteenth  year  ; 
4  and   taking  the  road  of  Arragon, 
4  went  to  Saragofa,  fubfifting  on  cha- 

*  rity  by  the  way.     There  I  confort- 
'  ed   with   beggars,  who  led  a  pretty 

*  comfortable  life  ;  they  taught  me  to 
4  counterfeit  blindnefs,  to  appear  lame, 
<  and  affliel  my  limbs  with  fictitious 

*  ulcers,  &c.     In  the  morning   (like 

*  players,  who  difguife  themfelves  in 
4  order  to  appear  upon  the  ftage)  we 
4  prepared  ourfelves  for  the  different 
4  parts  we  intended  to  aft,  and  every 

*  one  ran  to  his  poft  :  in   the  evening 
4  we  met  again,  and  enjoyed  ourfelves 
4  all  night,  at  the  expence  of  thole  who 

*  had  compaflion  on  us  in  the  day. 
4  Tired,    however,   of  living  among 
4  thofe  wretches,  and  ambitious  of  ap- 
4  pearing  in  a  higher  fphere,  I  afTo- 
4  ciated  myfelf  with  fome  knights  of 
4  the  poft,  who  taught  me  a  great  ma- 
4  ny  ftratagems ;    but  we  were,  in   a 
4  very  fhort  time,  obliged  to  quit  Sa- 
4  ragofa,  having  quarrelled  with  a  cer- 
4  tain  juftice,  whofe  protection  we  had 
4  enjoyed.     Every  one  took  his  own 
4  courfe  :  for  my  own  part,  I  engaged 
4  myfelf  in  a  company  of  brave  fel- 
4  lows,  who  put  travellers  under  con- 
4  tribution;  and  liked  their  manner  of 
4  living  fo  well,  that  hitherto  [  have 
4  never  felt  the  leaft  inclination  to  leek 
'  another.  I  am,  therefore,  gentlemen, 

*  very  much  obliged  to  the  barbarity 
4  of  my  parents  ;  for  had  they  treated 

*  me  a  little  lefs  favagely,  inftead  of 

*  being   an    honourable  lieutenant,  I 
4  mould  have  been,  douhtlefs,  at  tiiis 

*  day,  a  miferable  butcher,' 

The  next  that  fpoke  was  a  young 
thief;  who,  fitting  between  the  cap- 
tain and  lieutenant,  laid,  <  Gentlemen, 
4  the  ftories  we  have  heard  are  neither 

*  fo  complicated,    nor  fo  curious   as 

*  mine :   I   owe  my   being  to  a   pea- 

*  fant's  wife,  who  lived  in  the  neigh- 

*  bourhood  of  Seville  :    three    weeks 

*  after  Hie  had  brought  me  into  the 


world,  (being  ftill  young;,  handfcmf, 
and  healthy)  it  was  propofed  to  her, 
to  nurfe  a  man  of  quality's  only  Ion, 
lately  born  in  Seville  :  this  propofal 
my  mother  chearfully  accepted,  and 
went  to  fetch  the  child;  which  be- 
ing committed  to  her  care,  me  no 
fooner  brought  it  home  to  her  houfe, 
than  perceiving  fome  fmall  refem- 
blance  between  us,  fhe  was  tempted 
to  make  me  pals  for  the  infant  of 
quality,  in  hopes  that  fhe  mould  one 
day  be  well  rewarded  by  me  for  that 
kind  office  :  my  father,  who  was  not 
morelcrupulous  than  his  neighbours, 
approved  of  the  deceit  j  fo  that,  after 
having  made  us  exchange  our  fwad- 
dling-cloaihs,  the  fon  of  Don  Ro- 
drigo  deHerrera  was  fentto  another 
nurfe  under  my  name,  and  my  mo- 
ther fuck  led  me  under  his. 

*  Notwithftanding  all  the  fine  things 
that  are  faid  of  inltinft,  and  the  force 
of  blood,  the  little  gentleman's  pa- 
rents Iwal  lowed  the  change  with  great 
eafe  :  they  had  not  the  ieaft  fufpicion 
of  the   trick  that  was  played  upon 
them  ;  for,  till    I   was   leven   years 
old,  I  was  fcarce  ever  out  of  their 
arms.  Their  intention  being  to  make 
me  a  compleat  cavalier,  all  forts  of 
matters   were   provided  ;   but  I   had 
no  great  inclination  for  the  exercifes 
I  learned,  and  Itill  lefs  relifh  for  the 
fciences  theyexplained  ;  I  loved  much 
better  to  game   with    the   fervants, 
for  whofe  company  I  frequented  the 
kitchen  and  (table  :  but  play  was  not 
long   niy    predominant  pallion  ;  for 
before  I  was  ieventeen  years  of  age, 
I    got  drunk  daily,  feduced  all  the 
women   in   the  houfe,  but  attached 
myfelf  chiefly  to  the  cook-maid,  who 
itemed  to  merit  my  principal  regard  t 
fhe  was  a   fat  jolly   wench,  whole 
pleaiantry   and  fleeknefs  pleafed  me 
much  ;  and  I  made  love  to  her  with 
fo   little  circumfpection,    that  Don 
Rodrigo   himfelf   perceived  it.     He 
reprimanded  me  fharply;  reproached 
me  with  the  bafenefs  of  my  inclina- 
tions; and,  left  the  fight  of  this  ami- 
able objeft  fhould  render  his  remon- 
ftrances  ineffectual,  turned  my  prin- 
ceis  out  of  doors. 

*  I   was   difgufted  at  this  piece   of 
conduct,  for  which  I  refolved  to  be 
revenged :   with  this  view,  I  Itole  his 
lady's  jewels,  and  running  in  quefl 
of  my  fair  Hcioj,  whe  had  x^1"'^ 

*  to* 
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«  to  the  houfe  of  a  wamer-woman  of" 
<  her   acquaintance,  I  carried  her  off, 
at  noon-day,  to  the  end  that  nobody 
might  be-  ignorant  of  my   paflion. 
That  was  not  all :   I  conducted  her 
into  her  own  country,  where  I  mar- 
ried her  In  a  Ibietnn  manner,  that  I 
might  not  only  give  Herrera  the  more 
vexation,  butailb  afford  fuch  a  wor- 
thy example  to  the  children  of  noble- 
men.    Three  months  after  my  mar- 
riage, I  was   informed  of  Don  Ro- 
drigo's  death j  a  piece  of  news  I  did 
not  receive  with    indifference  j     but 
repairing  inftantly  to  Seville,   in  or- 
der to  demand   his  eitate,  I  found 
things    ftrangely  altered !  My   mo- 
ther, who  was  dead,  had  been  filly 
enough,  on  her  death-bed,  to  con- 
fefs   the  whole  affair,   in  prefence  of 
the  curate  of  the  village,  and  other 
credible    witneffes;    in    confequence 
of  which,  the  true  fon  of  Don  Ro- 
drigo  was   already   in   poffeffion   of 
my  place,  or  rather  of  his  own  ;  and 
had  been  received  with  the  more  joy, 
on  account  of  their  being  diffatisfied 
with   me.     Wherefore,  having    no- 
thing to  expe6l  from   that  quarter, 
and  no  longer  feeling  my  inclination 
for  my  fat  fpoule,  I  joined  ibme  gen- 
tlemen of  the  road,  with  whom  I  be- 
gan  my  expeditions.' 
The  young  robber  having  ended  his 
dory,  another  informed  us,    that   he 
\vas  the  ion  of  a  merchant  at  Burgos, 
and,  prompted  by  an  inconliderate  de- 
votion, had  taken  the  habit,  and  pro- 
fefled  a  very  an itere  order,  from  which, 
in  a  few  years,    he  apoftatized.       In 
fliort,  thole  eight  highwaymen  (poke 
in  their  turns,  and  when  I  had  hoard 
them   all,   I   was   not  at  ail  furprized 
to  find  them  together.     The  dilcourfe 
was  afterwards  changed  j  they  brought 
upon   the  carpet   feveral    projects    for 
their  nextexcurfions,  and  after  having 
come  to  a  determination,  got  up  from 
table,  in  order  to  go  to  reti.     Having 
lighted  their  wax  candles,  and  with- 
drawn,   I    followed    Captain  Rolando 
into  his  chamber,  where,  while  I  help- 
ed to  undrefs  him,  *  Well,  Gil  Bias,' 
lays  he,  '  thou  lee  It  how  we  live:  we 
are  always  meny,  and    hatred  and 
envy  never  get  footing  among  us  : 
we  never  have  the  leauquai  rel  with 
one  another,    but    are    more   united 
than  a  convent  of  monks  j  thou  wilt, 
my  child,'  purfuul  he,  « lead  a  vuy 


agreeable  life  in  this  place;  for  I 
don't  believe  thee  fool  enough  to  • 
boggle  at  living  with  robbeis.  Eh  ! 
doit  thou  think  there  arc  any  honelter 
people  in  the  world  than  we?  No, 
my  lad,  every  one  loves  to  prey  up- 
on his  fellows :  it  is  an  universal 
principle,  though  varioufly  exerted. 
Conquerors  (for  example)  fcize  up- 
on the  territories  of  their  neighbours  : 
people  of  quality  borrow  without 
any  intention  of  repaying  ;  bankers, 
treafurers,  exchange- brokers,  clerks, 
and  all  kinds  of  merchants,  great 
and  fmall,  are  not  a  whit  more  con- 
icientious.  As  for  your  limbs  of 
the  law,  I  need  not  mentfon  them  : 
everybody  knows  what  they  can  do: 
I  mull  own,  however,  that  they  are 
fomewhat  more  humane  than  we  ; 
for  we  often  put  innocent  people  to 
death,  and  they  fometimes  fave  the 
lives  of  the  guilty.' 


CHAP.     VI. 

OF  THE  ATTEMPT  OF  GIL  BLAS  TO 
MAKE  HIS  ESCAPE,  AND  THE 
SUCCESS  THEREOF. 

WHEN  the  captain  of  thethieves 
had  made  this  apology  for  his 
profefilon,  he  went  to  bed,  and  I  re- 
turned  into  the   hall,  where  I  unco- 
vered  the  table,  and  put  every  thing 
in  order:   from  thence  I  went  into  the 
kitchen,  where  Domingo  (lo  was  the 
old  negro  called)  expe&ed  me  to  fup- 
per.     Though  I  had  no  appetite,  I  lat 
down  with  them  ;   but  as   I  could  not 
eat,  and  appealed  as  melancholy  as  I 
had  caufe  to  be  fo,  thefe  two  appari- 
tions, equally  qualified,  undertook  to 
give  me  conlblation.     *  Why  do  you 
«  afflia  yourfelf,  child?'  faid   the  "old 
lady  :   '  you  ought  rather  to  rejoice  at 
your  good  fortune.    You  are  young, 
and   feem  to  be  of  an  ealy  temper  } 
consequently  would  have  been,  in  a 
little  time,  loft   in  the  world:   there 
you  would  have  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  libertines,  who   would   have  en- 
gaged you  in  all  mariner  of  debauch* 
ry;  whereas,    here    your    innocence 
finds  a  fectire  haven.' — <  D.mv 
narda   is  in    the   right/   laid  the  old 
black-a-moor,    with     great   gravity  ; 
'  and    let    me  add,  the  world  is  full 
*  of  affliction:   thank  Heaven,  there* 

«   fore, 
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<  fore,  my  friend,  for  having  delivered 
«  thee  all  at  once  from  the  dangers, 
«  difficulties,  and  mifery  of  life.' 

I  bore  their  difcourle  with  patience, 
becaufe  to  fret  myfelf  would  have  done 
me  no  fervice :  at  laft  Domingo,  hav*- 
ing  eaten   and  drank  plentifully,  re- 
tired into  the  ftable;  while  Leonards, 
with  a  lamp  in  her  hand,  conducted 
me   into  a  vault,  which  ferved   as    a 
burying-place  to  the  robbers  who  died 
a  natural  death,  and  in  which  I  per- 
ceived  a  miferable  truckle-bed,    that 
looked  more  like  a  tomb  than  a  couch  : 
Here  is  your  bed -chamber/  faid  me  : 
the  lad,  whofe  place   you  have  the 
good  fortune  to  fupply,   flept  here, 
as  long  as  he  lived  amongft  us ;  and 
now   that   he  is  dead,  refts  in   the 
fame  place.     He  flipped  away  in  the 
flower  of  his  age :  I  hope  you  will 
not  be  fo  fimple  as  to  follow  his  ex- 
ample.*    So  faying,  me  put  the  light 
into  my  hand,   and  returned  into  her 
kitchen ;    while   I,  fetting   the    lamp 
upon  the  ground,  threw  myfelf  upon 
the  bed,  not  fo  much  in  expectation 
of  enjoying  the  leaft  repofe,  as  with  a 
view  to  indulge  my    melancholy  re- 
flections.    *  O  Heavens !'  cried  I,  *  was 
ever  deftiny   fo  terrible  as  mine  !  I 
am  banifhed  from  the  fight  of  the  fun  : 
and,  as   if  it  was   not    enough    to 
be  buried  alive  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen, I  am  moreover  condemned  to 
ferve  thieves,  to  fpend  the  day  among 
highwaymen,  and  the  night  among 
the  dead  !'  I  wept  bitterly  over  thefe 
fuggeftions,  which  feemed  to  me,  and 
were  in  effect,  extremely  mocking.  A 
thoufand  times   I   curfed  my  uncle's 
defign  of  fending  me  to  Salamanca  :  I 
repented  of  my  flying  from  juftice  at 
Cacabelos,  and  evenwifhed  I  had  fub- 
m  it  ted  to  the  torture.     But  recollect- 
ing that  I  confumed  myfelf  in  vain 
complaints  to  no  purpofe,  I  began  to 
'-hink  of  fome  means  by  which  I  might 
cfcape.  «  What,'  faid  I  to  myfelf,  «  is 
'  it  then  impofllble  {o  deliver  myfelf! 
the  thieves  are  afleep;  the  cook-maid 
and  negro  will  be  in  the  fame  con- 
dition prefentlyj  cannot  I,  while  they 
are   ail  quiet,    by   the  help   of  my 
lamp,  find  out  the  paffage  through 
which  I  dd'cended  into  this  infernal 
abode  !     It  is  true,  indeed,   I  don't 
think  myfelf  ftrong  enough  to  lift 
the  trap-door  that  covers  the  entry; 
but,  however,  that  I  may  have  no- 


«  tiling  to  reproach  myfdf  with,  I  will 
'  try;  my  defpair  will,  perhaps,  fup- 
'  ply  me  withftrength,  and  who  knows 
'  but  I  may  accomplish  it  '* 

Having  then  projected  this  great  de- 
fign, I  got  up,  when  I  imagined  Leo- 
narda  and  Domingo  were  at  reft ;  and 
taking  the  lamp  in  my  hand,  went  out 
to  the  vault,  recommending  myfelf  to 
all  the  faints  in  heaven.  It  was  not 
without  great  difficulty,  that  I  found 
again  all  the  windings  of  this  new  la- 
'byrinth,  and  arrived  at  the  door  of  the 
ftable;  where,  at  laft,  perceiving  the 
paflage  I  was  in  fearch  of,  I  went  into 
it,  advancing  towards  the  trap,  with 
as  much  nimbleneis  as  joy  :  but,  alas  I 
in  the  middle  of  the  entry,  I  met  with 
a  curled  iron  gate,  faft  locked,  and 
confiding  of  ftrong  bars,  fo  clofe  to 
one  another,  that  I  could  fcarce  thruft 
my  hand  between  them.  I  was  con- 
founded at  the  .fight  of  this  new  ob- 
ftacle,  which  I  had  notobferved  when 
I  came  in,  the  grate  being  then  open  : 
I  did  not  fail,  however,  to  feel  the 
bars  and  examine  the  lock,  which  I 
even  attempted  to  force;  when,  all  of 
a  fudden,  I  felt,  acrofs  my  fhoulders, 
five  or  fix  lufty  thwacks  with  a  bull's 
pizzle ;  upon  which,  I  uttered  fuch  a 
dreadful  yell,  that  the  whole  cavern 
echoed  with  the  found ;  and  looking 
behind  me,  perceived  the  old  negro  in 
his  fhirt,  with  a  dark  lanthorn  in  one 
hand,  and  the  inftrument  of  his  exe- 
cution in  the  other.  *  Ah,  ha!  Mr. 
Jackanapes,'  faid  he,  *  you  want  to 
make  your  efcape,  hah!  You  muft 
not  imagine  that  I  am  to  be  caught 
napping.  I  heard  you  all  the  while. 
I  fuppofe  you  thought  the  grate  was 
open,  didn't  you  ?  Know,  my  troy, 
that  henceforth  thou  malt  always 
find  it  ihut  j  and  that,  when  we  de- 
tain any  body  here,  againft  his  in- 
clination, he  muft  be  more  cunning 
than  thou,  if  ever  he  gets  off.' 
In  the  mean  time,  two  or  three  of 
the  thieves,  ftarting  out  of  their  fleep, 
at  the  noife  of  my  cries,  and  believing 
that  the  holy  brotherhood  was  coming 
foufe  upon  them,  got  up  in  a  hurry, 
and  alarmed  their  companions.  In  an 
inftant  all  were  a-foot;  and,  feizing 
their  fwords  and  carb'unes,  advanced 
half-naked  to  the  place  where  Domin- 
go chaftifed  me ;  but  they  no  fooner 
vnderftooci  the  caufe  of  the  noife  they 
had  heard,,  than  their  unealinefs  was 
changed 
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changed  into  fits  of  laughter.    <  How, 

4  Gil  Bias  !'   laid  the  apoitate  thief  to 

me,  *  thou  haft  not  been  here  fix  hours, 

and  want'tt  to  take  thy  leave  of  us 

already  !  Sure  thou  mutt  have  a  great 

averfion  to  a  retired  lite,  hah?  What 

would 'ft  thou  do,  if  thou  vvert  a  Car- 

thutian  friar  ?    Go  to  bed  ;  thou  art 

2uit  for   once,    on   account  of   tire 
ripes    Domingo    has    beftow'd    on 
thee ;   but  if  ever  thou  fliould'ft  make 
another  effort  to  efcape,  by  St.  Bar- 
tholomew! we  will  flay  thee  alive !' 
This    laid,    he  withdrew;    the    other 
thieves  retired  into  their  apartments  ; 
the  old  negro,  proud  of  his  exploit, 
returned  into  his  (table;  and  I  freaked 
hack  to  my  Golgotha,  where  I  fpent 
the  remaining  part  of  the  night  in  fighs 
and  tears. 


CHAP.    VII. 

OF  THE  BEHAVIOUR  OF   GIL  BLAS, 
WHEN  HE  COULD  DO  NO  BETTER. 

DURING    the  firft  days  of  my 
captivity,  I  was  like  to  fink  un- 
der the  for  row  that  oppreffed  me,  and 
might  have  been  laid  to  die  by  inches  j 
but  at   laft,  my  good  genius   infpired 
me  with  the  resolution  to  diflemble:   I 
affected  to  appear  lefs  fad  than  ufual  ; 
I  began  to  laugh  and  fing,  though,  God 
knows,  with  an   aching  heart.     In  a 
word,    I  counterfeited    fo   well,    that 
Leonarda  and  Domingo  were  deceived, 
and   believed  that  the  bird   was  at  laft 
reconciled  to   his  cage.     The  robbers 
were  of  the  fame  opinion  ;  for  I  allum- 
rd   a  gay   air  wlun  I   filJed  wine  for 
them,  and  mingled   in   their  converfa- 
tion,  whenever   I    found  an  opportu- 
nity   of    afting   the    buffoon.      Tlria 
freedom,  far  from  difpleaiing,  afford- 
ed them   diverfion.      '   Gil  Klas,1  laid 
the  captain  to  me  cne  evening,  while 
I  entertained    them    in    this    manner, 
thou  haft  done  well,  my  lad,  to  ba- 
i.iih  thy  melancholy;   I  am  charmed 
with    thy   wit  and    humour:    I  find 
people  are  not  known  all  at  once  ; 
tor  I  did  not  think,  thou  had  It  been 
fo  fprightly  and  good- panned/ 
The   re  It   joined    alfo  in    my  praife, 
and  appeared  fo  well  latishcd  with  me, 
that,  taking  the  advantage  of  this  good 
till,  clition,  '  Gentlemen,'  faid  i,  *  al- 
«  Jewmtto-teil  my  mind:  fmcc  my.a- 


bode  in  this  place,  I  find  myfelf  quite 
another  fort  of  a  perfon  than  here- 
tofore. You  have  diverted  me  of 
the  prejudices  of  education,  and  I 
infeniibly  imbibe  your  difpofition  : 
I  have  a  tafte  for  your  profeifion,  and 
a  longing  defire  of  being  honoured 
with  the  name  of  your  companion, 
and  of  fliaring  the  clangers  of  your 
expeditions.'  All  the  company  ap- 
proved of  my  difcourfe,  and  commend- 
ed my  forward nefs;  fo  that  it  was 
unanimously  refolved,  to  Jet  me  ferve 
a  little  longer,  in  order  to  approve  my- 
felf  worthy,  then  carry  me  out  in 
their  excursions;  after  which,  I  Ihould 
obtain  the  honourable  place  I  demand- 
ed. 

Well,  then,  I  was  obliged  to  perfift 
in  my  diflimulation,  and  exercife  the 
poft  of  cup-bearer  ftill,  a  circumftance 
that  mortified  me  extremely  :  for  my 
defign  in  afpiring  to  the  honour  of  be- 
coming a  thief,  was  only  to  have  the 
liberty  of  taking  the  air  with  the  reft, 
in  hopes  that  one  day  I  fhould  be  able 
to  efcape  from  them,  in  the  courfe  of 
their  expeditions.  This  hope  alone 
fupported  my  lifej  but  neverthelefs 
appeared  fo  diftant,  that  I  tried  more 
than  once  to  baffle  the  vigilance  of 
Domingo  ;  though  it  was  never  in  ray 
power,  he  being  always  fo  much  upon 
his  guard,  that  I  would  have  defied  an 
hundred  Orpheus's  to  charm  fuch  a 
Cerberus.  It  is  true,  indeed,  I  did 
not  do  all  that  I  could  have  done  to  be- 
guile him,  left  I  mould  have  wakened 
his  fufpicion  ;  for  he  had  a  hawk's  eye 
over  me,  and  I  was  obliged  to  ail 
with  the  utmolt  circumfpection,  that  I 
might  not  betray  inyielf.  I  therefore 
reiigned  myfelf  to  my  fate,  until  the 
time  mould  be  expired  that  was  pre- 
fcribed  by  the  robbers  for  receiving  me 
into  their  gang;  and  this  event  I  ex- 
peeled  as  impatiently  as  if  I  had  been 
to  be  inroiled  in  a  lift  of  commiflio- 
ncrs. 

Heaven  be  praifed  !  in  fix  months 
that  time  arrived  ;  when   Signior  Ro- 
lando,    addrdliug     him  (elf     to     his 
company,   laid,   '  Gentlemen,  we  muft 
keep    our   word   with    Gil    Bias:   I 
have  no  bad  opinion  of  that   young 
fellow,  and   I  hope  we  dial!  make 
fuim.'thJng  of  him  :    if   is    therefore 
my  opinion,  that  we  carry  him  along 
with  us  to-morrow  to  gather  laureis 
on  the  highway,  and  urner  him  into 

•  the 
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*  the  path  of  glory/  The  robbers 
agreed  to  their  captain's  propofalj  and 
to  (hew  that  they  already  looked  upon 
*ne  as  one  of  their  companions,  from 
that  moment  difpenfed  with  my  fervice, 
and  re-eftablilhed  Dame  Leonarda  in 
the  office  /he  had  loft  on  my  account. 
They  made  me  throw  away  my  habit, 
thatconlifted  of  a  forry  threadbare  fhort 
caflbck,  and  drefled  me  in  the  fpoils 
of  a  gentleman  whom  they  had  lately 
robbed  j  after  which  I  prepared  me  for 
my  riril  campaign. 


CHAP.    VIII. 

GIL  BLAS  ACCOMPANIES  THE 
THIEVES,  AND  PERFORMS  AN 
EXPLOIT  ON  THE  HIGHWAY. 

IT  was  in  the  month  of  September, 
when,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  night, 
I  came  out  of  the  cavern,  in  company 
with  the  robbers  ;  armed  like  them, 
with  a  carbine,  two  piftols,  fvvord  and 
bayonet,  and  mounted  on  a  pretty  good 
horfe,  which  they  had  taken  from  the 
lame  gentleman  whofe  drefs  I  wore. 
I  had  lived  fo  long  in  darknefs,  that 
when  day  broke,  I  was  dazzled  with 
the  light ;  which,  however,  foon  be- 
came famiHar  to  my  eyes. 

Having  pafled  hard  by  Ponferrada, 
we  lay  in  ambufh  in  a  fmall  wood 
which  bordered  on  the  road  to  Leon. 
There  we  waited,  expecting  that  For- 
tune would  throw  fome  good  luck  in 
our  wayj  when  we  perceived  a  Domi- 
nican (contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  thefe 
good  fathers)  riding  upon  a  forry  mule : 

*  God  be  praifed,'  cried  the  captain, 
laughing,  *  there's  the  foup  d"ej}'ui  of 

*  Gil  Bias—Let  him  go  and  unload 
'  that  monk,  while  we  obferve  his  be- 

*  haviour.'     All  the  reft  were  of  opi- 
nion, that  this  was  a  very  proper  com- 
rniffion  fqr  me ;   and  exhorted  me  to 
acquit  myyfelf  handfomely  in  it.  '  Gen- 

*  tieman,'  faid  I,  <  you  fliall  be  fatis- 

*  fted  :  I  will  make  that  prieft  as  bare 

*  as  my   hand,  and  bring  hither  his 

*  mule  in  a  twinjding.' — «  No,  no,* 
replied  Rolando,  <  me  is  not  worth  the 

*  trouble  t  bring  us  only  the  purfe  of 

*  his  reverence  j    that  is  all  we  expect 
4  of  thee.'   For  this  purpofe,  I  fallied 
from  the  wood,  and  made  towards  the 
clergyman  ;  begging  Heaven,  all  the 
way,  to  pardon  the  aftion  I  was    ' 


to  commit.  I  would  gladly  have  made 
my  efcape  that  moment  j  but  the  great* 
eft  part  of  the  thieves  were  better 
mounted  than  I  ;  and,  had  they  per- 
ceived me  running  away,  would  have 
been  at  my  heels  in  an  inftant,  and 
entrapt  me  again  in  a  very  fhort  time, 
or,  perhaps,  discharged  their  carbines 
at  me  ;  in  which  cafe,  I  fhould  have 
nothing  to  brag  of.  Not  daring,  there- 
fore, to  hazard  iuch  a  delicate  ftep, 
I  came  up  with  the  prieft,  and  clap- 
ping a  piftol  to  his  breaft,  demanded 
his  purfe.  He  ftopped  fhort  to  furvey 
me ;  and  without  feemingmuch  afraid, 
'  Child,' faid  he,  <yeu  are  very  young: 

*  you  have  got  a  bad  trade  by  the  hand 

*  betimes.1 — '  Bad  as  it  is,  father,'  I 
replied,  *  I  wim  I  had  begun  it  foon- 
'  er.'— *  Ah  !  1'on,  fon,'  faid  the  good 
friar,  (who  did  not  comprehend  the 
true  meaning  of  my  words)    '  what 
'  blindnefs  1 — allow  me  to  reprefent 
'  to  you   the  miferable  condition — * 

<  O  father,'  faid  I,  interrupting  him 
haltily,  *  a  truce  with  your  morals,  if 
'  you  pleafe  !  my  bufinefs  on  the  high- 
f  way  is  not  to  hear  fermons  :  I  wanL 
(  money.' — '  Money!'  cried  lie,  with 
an  air  of  aftonifhment ;  «  you  are  little 
'  acquainted  with  the  ch*rity  of  the 
'  Spaniards,  if  you   think   people  of 
'  my  cloth   have  occaiion  for  money, 
'  while  they  travel  in  this  kingdom. 

*  Undeceive  yourielf  j    we  are   every 
'  where  chearfully    received,   having 
'  lodging  and  victuals  ;  and  nothing 
'  is  afked  in  return,  but  our  prayers; 

*  in  fhort,  we  never  carry  money  about 

<  us   on   the  road  ;  but  confide  alto- 

*  gether  in  Providence/— **  That  won't 
'  go  down  with  me,'  I  replied  :  '  your 

*  dependance  is  not  altogether  fo  vi- 

*  fionary  j  for,  you  have  always  fome 

*  good  piftoles  in  referve,  to  make  more 
'  fure  of  Providence.  But,  my  good 
'  father,'  added  I,  *  let  us  have  done; 
'  my  comrades,  who  are  in  that  wood, 

*  begin  to  be  impatient ;  therefore  throw 
'  your  purfe  upon  the  ground  in  riant* 
'  ly,  or  I  mall  certainly  put  you  to 
«  death.' 

At  thefe  words,  which  I  uttered  witK 
a  menacing  look,  the  friar,  feeming 
afraid  of  his  life,  faid>  <  Hold  1  I  will 
'  fatisfy  you  then,  fince  there  is  a  ue- 

*  cefTity  tor  it :  I  lee  tropes  and  figures 

*  have  no  effect  on  people  of  your  pro- 
'  feliion.'     So  laying,  he  pulled  from 
underneath  his  gown  a  large  purfe  of 

D  /hamoy 
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fhamoy  leather,  which  he  dropped  upon 
the   ground.     Then    I    told   him,    he 
might  continue  his  journey  5  a  permif- 
liou  he  did  not  give  me  the  leaft  trou- 
ble of  repeating  ;  but  clapped  his  heels 
to  the  fides  of  his  mule  j  which  bely- 
ing the  opinion  I  had  conceived  of  her, 
(for  I  imagined  fhe  was  not  much  bet- 
ter than  my  uncle's)  all  of  a  fudden 
went  off  at  a  pretty  round  pace.     As 
foon  as  he  was  at  a  dillance,  I  alighted, 
and  taking  up  thepurfe,  which  feemed 
heavy,  mounted  again,  and  got  back 
to   the    wood   in    a  trice  j  where   the 
thieves  waited  with  impatience  to  con- 
gratulate me  upon  my  victory.   Scarce 
•would  they  give  me  time  to  difmount, 
fo  eager   were  they   to  embrace  me. 
Courage,    Gil  Bias  !'  faid  Rolando, 
thou  haft  done  wonders  ;  I  have  had 
my  eyes  on  thee  during  thy  expedi- 
tion :  I  have  obferved   thy  counte- 
nance all  the  time  ;  and  I  prophecy, 
thou  wilt  in  time    become    an    ex- 
cellent highwayman.'     The  lieute- 
nant and  the  reft  approved  of  the  pre- 
diction, which  they  allured  me  I  mould 
one  day  cei*iinly   fulfil.     I  thanked 
them  for  the  high  idea  they  had  con- 
ceived of  me,  and  promifed  to  do  all 
that  lay  power  to  maintain  it. 

After  they  had  loaded  me  with  fo 
much  undeferved  praife,  they  were  de- 
{irons  of  examining  the  booty  I  had 
made.  *  Come,'  faid  they,  *  let  us  fee 
what  there  is  in  the  clergyman's 
purfe.' — «  It  ought  to  be  well  fur- 
nifhed,'  continued  one  among  them  ; 
for  thole  good  fathers  don't  travel 
like  pilgrims.*  The  captain  untied 
the  purfe,  and,  opening  it,  pulled  out 
two  or  three  handfuls  of  copper  me- 
dals, mixed  with  bits  of  hallowed  wax, 
and  fome  fcapularies  *.  At  the  fight 
of  fuch  an  uncommon  prey,  all  the 
robbers  buift  out  into  an  immoderate 
fit  of  laughter.  *  Upon  my  foul,'  cried 
the  lieutenant,  *  we  are  very  much  ob- 
'  liged  to  Gil  Bias,  for  having,  in  his 
«  coup  d'e/ai,  performed  a  theft  fo  fa- 
«  lutary  to  the  company.'  This  piece 
of  wit  brought  on  more.  Thofe  mif- 
creants,  and  he  in  particular  who  had 
apoftatized,  began  to  be  very  merry 
upon  the  matter  :  a  thoufand  failles 
cfcaped  them,  that  too  well  denoted 
their  immorality.  I  was  the  only  per- 
ibn  who  did  not  laugh  j  my  mirth  be- 


ing  checked  by  the  ralliers,  who  en- 
joyed themfelves  at  my  expence.  Eve- 
ry  one  having  mot  his  bolt,  the  captain 
laid  to  me,  *  In  faith,  Gil  Bias,  I  ad- 
*  vife  thee,  as  a  friend,  to  joke  no  more 
'  with  monks  ;  who  are,  generally 
'  fpeaking,  too  arch  and  cunning  for 
'  fuch  as  thee.' 

CHAP.    IX. 

OF     THE     SERIOUS     AFFAIR     THAT 
FOLLOWED    THIS    ADVENTURE. 

WE  remained  in    the   wood  the 
greateft  part  of  the  day,  with- 
out perceiving  any  traveller  that  could 
make  amends  for  the  prieft.     At  laft 
we  left  it,  in  order  to  return  to  our  ca- 
vern, confining  our   exploits  to   that 
ludicrous  event,  which  ftill  conftituted 
the  fubjecl  of  our  difcourfe,  when  we 
difcovered,  at  a  diftance,  a  coach  drawn 
by  four  mules,  advancing  at  a  brilk 
trot,    and   efcorted  by  three  men   on 
horfeback,  who  feemed   well   armed. 
Upon  this,  Rolando  ordered  his  troop 
to  halt,  and  held  a  council ;  the  re- 
fultof  which  was,  that  they  mould  at- 
tack the  coach.     We  were  immediate- 
ly arranged  according  to  his  difpofi- 
tion,  and  inarched  up  to  it  in  order  of 
battle.     In  fpite  of  the  applaufe  I  had 
acquired  in  the  wood,   I  felt  myfelf 
feized  with  an    univarfal  tremor,  and 
immediately  a  cold  fweat  broke  out  all 
over  my  body,  which  I  looked  upon  as 
no  very  favourable  omen.    To  crown 
my  good  luck,  I  was  in  the  front  of 
the  line,  between  the  captain  and  lieu- 
tenant,  who    had   ftationed  me  there, 
that  I  might  accuftom  myfelf  to  ftand 
fire  all  at  once.     Rolando  obferving 
how  much  nature  fuffered  within  me, 
looked  at  me  alkance,  faying  with  a 
fierce  countenance,  «  Hark'e,  Gil  Bias, 
'  remember  to  do   thy   duty  j    for  if 
<  thou  hangx'ft  an  arfe,  I'll  blow  thy 
*  brains  out.*   I  was  too  well  perfuad- 
ed  that  he  would  keep  his  word,  to  neg- 
Ie6l  this  caution  ;  for  which   reafon   I 
thought  ot  nothing  now  but  of  recom- 
mending my  foul  to  God. 

In  the  mean  time  the  coach  and 
horfemen  approached,  who  knowing 
what  fort  of  people  we  were,  and  guef- 
ting our  defign  by  our  appearance,  Hop- 
ped within  mulket-mut,  and  prepared 


arc  pieces  of  coafecrated  fluff,  wvn  by  pricfH  and  num 
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to  receive  us  ;  while  a  gentleman  of  a 
good  mien,  and  richly  dreffed,  came 
out  of  the  coach,  and  mounting  a  horfe 
that  was  led  by  one  of  his  attendants, 
put  himfelf  at  their  head,  without  any 
other  arms  than  a  fword  and  a  pair  of 
piftols.  Though  they  v/ere  but  four 
againftnine,  (the  coachman  remaining 
on  the  feat)  they  advanced  towards  us 
with  a  boldnefs  that  redoubled  my 
fear  :  I  did  not  fail,  however,  though 
I  trembled  in  every  joint,  to  make  rea- 
dy to  fire  j  but,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  fhut 
my  eyes,  and  turned  away  rny  head, 
when  I  difcharged  my  carbine  j  and, 
confidering  the  manner  in  which  it 
went  off,  my  confcience  ought  to  be 
acquitted  on  that  fcore. 

I  will  not  attempt  to  defcribe  the 
action  ;  for  although  I  was  prefent,  I 
faw  nothing ;  and  my  fear,  in  con- 
founding my  imagination,  concealed 
from  me  the  horror  of  the  fpe&acle  that 
occafionedit.  All  I  know  of  the  mat- 
ter is,  that  after  a  great  noiie  of  firing, 
I  heard  my  companions  fhout,  and  cry, 
'  Vi<5lory  !  victory  T  At  that  excla- 
mation, the  terror  which  had  taken 
pofleffion  of  my  fenfes,  diffipated,  and 
I  faw  the  four  horfemen  ftretched  life- 
lefs  on  the  field  of  battle.  On  our 
fide  we  had  but  one  man  killed,  and  he 
was  no  other  than  the  apoftate,  who 
had  met  with  his  deferts  for  his  apof- 
tacy  and  profane  jefts  upon  the  fcapu- 
laries.  The  lieutenant  received  a  wound 
in  the  arm  j  but  it  was  a  very  flight 
one,  the  fhot  having  only  ruffled  the 
Jkin. 

Signior  Rolando  ran  immediately  to 
the  door  of  the  coach,  in  which  there 
was  a  lady  of  about  four  or  five  and 
twenty  years  of  age,  who  appeared  ve- 
ry handfome,  notwithftanding  the  me- 
lancholy condition  in  which  me  was  j 
for  fhe  had  fwooned  during  the  en- 
gagement, and  was  not  yet  recovered. 
While  he  was  bufied  in  looking  after 
her,  we  took  care  of  the  booty,  begin- 
ning with  fecuring  the  horfes  of  the 
killed,  which,  frighted  at  the  noife  of 
the  firing,  had  run  away,  after  having 
loft  their  riders.  As  for  the  mules, 
they  had  not  ftirred,  altho'  the  coach- 
man, during  the  aftion,  had  quitted 
his  place,  in  order  to  make  his  efcape. 
We  alighted  ;  and,  unyoking,  loaded 
them  with  fome  trunks  we  found  faf- 
tened  to  the  coach,  before  and  behind. 
This  being  done,  the  lady,  \vho  had 


not  as  yet  recovered  her  fenfes,  was,  by 
order  of  the  captain,  taken  out,  and 
placed  on  hprfeback  before  one  of  the 
robbers  that  was  beft  mounted  ;  after 
which,  quitting  the  high  road,  the 
coach,  and  the  dead,  whom  we  had 
ftripped,,we  carried  off  the  lady,  the 
mules,  and  the  horfes. 


CHAP.    X. 

JN  WHAT  MANNER  THE  ROBBERS 
BEHAVED  TO  THE  LADY.  OF 
THE  GREAT  DESIGN  WHICH  GIL 
BLAS  PROJECTED,  AND  THE  IS- 
SUE THEREOF. 

IT  was  within  an  hour  of  day-break 
when  we  arrived  at  our  habitation  ; 
and  the  firlt  thing  we  did  was,  to  lead 
our  beafts  into  the  ftable,  where  we 
were  obliged  to  tie  them  to  the  rack, 
and  take  care  of  them  with  our  own 
hands,  the  old  negro  having  been  three 
d'ays  before  feized  with  a  violent  fit  of 
the  gout  and  rheumatifm,  that  kept  him 
a-bed,  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  his  limbs: 
the  only  member  at  liberty  was  his 
tongue,  which  he  employed  in  teftify- 
ing  his  impatience,  by  the  mod  hor- 
rible execrations.  Leaving  this  mife- 
vable  wretch  to  fwear  and  blafpheme, 
we  went  to  the  kitchen,  where  our 
whole  attention  was  engrofled  by  the 
lady,  and  we  fucceeded  fo  well  as  to 
bring  her  out  of  her  fit  j  but  when  me 
had  recovered  the  ufe  of  her  fenfes, 
and  faw  herfelf  in  the  hands  of  feveral 
men  whom  fhe  did  not  know,  me  per- 
ceived her  misfortune,  and  was  feized 
with  horror  I  The  mod  lively  forrow 
and  direful  defpair  appeared  in  her 
eyes,  which  fhe  lifted  up  to  heaven,  a* 
if  to  reproach  it  with  the  indignities 
thi*  threatened  herj  then  giving  way 
of  a  fudden  to  thefe  difmal  apprehen- 
fions,  fhe  relapfed  into  a  fwoon,  her  eye- 
lids clofed,  and  the  robbers  imagined 
that  death  would  deprive  them  of  their 
prey.  The  captain,  thinking  it  more 
proper  to  leave  her  to  herfelf  than 
to  torment  her  with  their  aflilrance,  or- 
dered her  to  be  carried  to  Leonards'* 
l?ed,  where  fhe  was  left  alone,  at  the 
hazard  of  what  might  happen. 

We  repaired  to  the  hall,  where  one 

of  the  thieves,  who  had  been  bred  a  fur- 

geon,  dreffed  the  lieutenant's  wound  : 

after  which,  being  defirous  of  feeing 

D  a,  what 
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v'hnt  was  in  the  trunks,  we  found  fome 
of  them  filled  with  lace  and  linen, 
others  with  cloaths  ;  and  the  laft  we 
opened,  contained  fome  bags  full  of  pi- 
ftoles,  at  fight  of  which,  the  gentle- 
men concerned  were  infinitely  rejoiced. 
This  enquiry  being  made,  the  cook- 
maid  furnilhed  the  fide-board,  laid  the 
cloth,  and  ferved  up  fupper.  Our  con- 
verfation  at  firft  turned  upon  the  great 
victory  we  had  obtained  j  and  Ro- 
Jando  addrefling  hhnfelf  to  me,  '  Con- 
«  fefs,  Gil  Bias,*  faid  he,  <  confcfs 
*  that  thou  waft  horribly  afraid."  I  in- 
genuoufly  owned,  that  what  he  faid 
was  very  true  ;  but  that  when  I  fliould 
have  made  two  or  three  campaigns,  I 
\vould  fight  like  a  knight-errant  : 
whereupon  the  whole  company  took 
fny  part,  obiei  ving  that  my  fear  was 
excufable  ;  that  the  action  had  been 
very  hot ;  and  that,  confulering  I  was 
a  young  fellow  who  had  never  fmelled 
gunpowder,  I  had  acquitted  myfelf 
pretty  well. 

The  difcourfe  afterwards  turning 
upon  the  mules  and  horfes  we  had 
brought  into  our  retreat,  it  was  agreed 
that  to-morrow  before  day  we  mould 
all  fet  out  together,  in  order  to  fell 
them  at  Manfilla  j  which  place,  in  all 
probability,  the  report  of  our  expedi- 
tion had  not  yet  reached.  This  refo- 
lution  being  taken,  we  finifhed  our 
mea!,  and  returned  into  the  kitchen  to 
vifit  the  lady,  whom  we  found  ftill  in 
the  fame  fituation.  Ncverthelefs,  tho* 
it  was  with  difficulty  we  could  perceive 
any  figns  of  life  in  her,  fome  of  the 
villains  did  not  fcruple  to  regard  her 
•with  a  prophane  eye,  and  even  to  dif- 
covera  brutal  defire  ;  which  they  would 
have  iatisfied  immediately,  had  not  Ro- 
lando prevented  it,  by  reprefenting  to 
them,  that  they  ought  at  leaft  to  wait 
until  the  lady  ihould  get  the  better  of 
that  opprerfion  of  forrow  which  de- 
prived her  of  reflection.  The  rtfpect 
they  had  for  their  captain  reftrained 
their  incontinence  j  otherwife,  nothing 
could  have  faved  the  lady,  whofe  hor 
nour  death  itfelf,  perhaps,  would  not 
have  been  able  to  fecure. 

We  left  this  unfortunate  gentlewo- 
man in  the  .fame  condition  in  which 
we  found  her ;  Rolando  contenting 
himfelf  with  laying  injunctions  on 
Leonards  to  rake  care  of  her,  while 
fvcry  one  retired  into  his  own  apart- 


ment. For  my  own  part,  as  foon  as 
I  got  to  bed,  inftead  of  refigning  my- 
felf to  fleep,  I  did  nothing  but  think 
of  that  lady's  misfortune :  I  never 
doubted  that  (he  was  a  perfon  of  quaT 
lity,  and  looked  upon  her  fituation  as 
the  more  deplorable  for  that  reafon .  I 
could  not,  without  fhuddering,  repre- 
fent  to  rnyfelf  the  horrors  to  which  me 
was  deftined,  and  felt  myfelf  as  deep- 
ly concerned  for  her,  as  if  I  had  been 
attached  by  blood  or  fiiendmip.  At 
lalt,  after  having  bewailed  her  hard 
fate,  I  began  to  revolve  the  means  of 
refcuing  her  honour  from  the  danger  in 
which  it  was,  and  of  delivering  my- 
felf at  the  Amie  time  from  the  fubter- 
ranean  abode.  I  recollected  that  the 
old  negro  was  not  in  a  condition  to 
move  j  and  that,  fince  his  being  taken 
ill,  the  cook-wench  kept  the  key  of  the 
grate.  This  reflection  warmed  my 
imagination,  and  made  me  conceive  a 
fcheme,  which  1  digefted  fo  well,  that 
I  proceeded  to  put  it  in  praftice  im- 
mediately in  the  following  manner. 

Pretending  to  be  racked  with  the 
cholick,  I  began  with  complaints  and 
groans  5  then  raifing  my  voice,  uttered 
dreadful  cries,  that  wakened  the  rob- 
bers, and  brought  them  inftantly  to, 
my  bed -fide.  When  they  afked  what 
made  me  roar  fo  hideoufly,  I  anfwered 
that  I  was  tortured  with  an  horrible 
cholick  j  and,  the  better  to  perfuadc 
them  of  the  truth  of  what  J  faid, 
grinded  my  teeth,  made  frightful  gri- 
maces and  contorfions,  and  writhed 
myfelf  in  a  ftrange  manner :  then  I  be- 
came quiet  all  of  a  fudden,  as  if  my 
pains  had  given  me  fome  refpite.  In 
a  moment  after,  I  began  again  to 
bounce  upon  the  bed,  and  twitt  about 
my  limbs:  in  a  word,  I  played  my 
part  fo  well,  that  the  thieves,  cunning 
as  they  were,  allowed  themfelvcs  to  be 
deceived,  and  believed,  in  good  ear- 
neft,  that  I  was  violently  griped.  la 
a  moment,  all  of  them  were  bufied  in 
endeavours  to  cm  me:  one  brought 
a  bottle  of  ufquebagh,  and  made  me 
fwallow  one  half  of  it ;  another,  in, 
fpite  of  my  teeth,  injected  a  clyfter  of 
oil  of  fweet  almonds ;  a  third  warmed 
a  napkin,  and  applied  it  broiling  hot 
to  my  belly.  I  roared  for  mercy  in 
vain  :  they  imputed  my  cries  to  the 
cholick  ;  and  continued  to  m?ke  me 
luffcr  real  pains,  in  attempting  to  free 

me 
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me  from  one  I  did  not  feel.  At  laft, 
feeing  abU  to  refift  them  no  longer,  I 
was  fain  to  tell  them  that  the  gripes 
had  left  me,  and  to  conjure  them  to 
giv£  me  quarter.  Upon  which  they 
left  off  tormenting  me  with  their  reme- 
dies, and  I  took  care  to  trouble  them 
no  more  with  my  complaints,  for  fear 
pf  undergoing  their  good  offices  a  fe- 
cond  time. 

This  fcene  lafted  almoft  three  hours, 
after  which  the  robbers,  judging  that 
day  was  not  far  off,  prepared  themielves 
to  fet  out  for  Mantilla  :  I  would  have 
got  up,  to  make  them  believe  I  was  de- 
firous  of  accompanying  them  ;  but  they 
would  not  fuffer  me  to  rife,  Signior 
Rolando  faying,  *  No,  no,  Gil  Bias ! 

•  ftay  at  home,  child  ;  thy  cholickmay 
«  return.    Thou  (halt  go  with  us  an- 

•  other  time;  but  thou  art  in  no  con- 
'  dition  to  go  abroad  to-day/     I  was 
afraid  of  infifting  upon  it  too  much, 
left   he   mould  yield  to  my  requeft  : 
therefore  I  only  appeared  very  much 
mortified,  becaufe  I  could  not  be  of  the 
party.   This  I  a6led  fo  naturally,  that 
they  went  out  of  the  cavern    with- 
out the  leaft  fufpicion  of  my  defign. 
After  their  departure,  which  I  had  en- 
deavoured to  haften  by  my  prayers,  I 
faid  to  myfelf,  *  Now,  Gil  Bias  !  now 

is  the  time  for  thee  to  have  refolu- 
tion :  arm  thyfelf  with  courage,  to 
finim  that  which  thou  haft  fo  happily 
begun.  Domingo  is  not  in  a  condi- 
tipn  to  oppofethyenterprife,  and  Le- 
onarda  cannot  hinder  it's  execution. 
Seize  this  opportunity  of  efcaping, 
than  which,  perhaps,  thou  wilt  never 
find  one  more  favourable.*  Thefe 
fuggeftions  filled  me  with  confidence  j 
I  got  up,  took  my  fword  and  piftols, 
and  went  firft  towards  the  kitchen  j  but 
before  I  entered,  hearing  Leonarda 
fpeaking,  flopped  in  order  to  litten. 
She  was  talking  to  the  unknown  lady  : 
who,  having  recovered  her  fenfes,  and 
underttood  the  whole  of  her  misfor- 
tune, weeped  in  the  utmoft  bitternefs 
ofdefpair.  <  Weep,  my  child,'  faid 
the  old  beldame  to  her  ;  «  diflblve  your- 
felf  into  tears,  arid  don't  ipare  fighs  ; 
for  that  will  give  you  eafe.  You 
have  had  a  dangerous  qualm;  but 
now  jhere  is  nothing  to  fear,  fmce 
you  flied  abundance  of  tears.  Your 
grief  will  abate  by  little  and  little, 
f  and  you  will  foon  accuftom  yowfeif 


c  to  live  with  our  gentlemen,  who  are 
f  men  of  honour.  You  will  be  treated 
<  like  a  princefs,  meet  with  nothing 
f  but  complaifance,  and  frefti  proof's 
f  of  affection  every  day.  -There  are  a 
'  great  many  women  who  would  be 
'  glad  to  be  in  your  place/ 

I  did  not  give  Leonarda  time  to  pro- 
ceed; but  entering,  clapped  a  piftol  to 
her  breaft,  and  with  a  threatening  look, 
commanded  her  to  furrender  the  key  of 
the  grate.  £he  was  confounded  at  my 
behaviour;  and,  though  alrnoft  at  the 
end  of  her  career,  fo  much  attached  to 
life,  that  (he  durft  not  refufe  my  de- 
mand. Having  got  the  key  in  my  pof- 
feffion,  I  addreffed  myfelf  to  the  af- 
flic~led  lady,  faying,  «  Madam,  Heaven 
«  has  fent  you  a  deliverer;  rife,  and 
'  follow  me,  and  I  will  conduct  you 
'  whitherfoever  you  mall  pleafe  to  di- 
*  reft.'  The  lady  did  not  remain  deaf 
to  my  words  ;  which  made  fuch  an  im- 
preffion  upon  her,  that  fummoning  up 
all  the  ftrength  (he  had  left,  (he  got  up, 
and  throwing  herfelf  at  my  feet,  conju-r 
red  me  to  preferve  her  honour.  J  raifed 
her,  and  aflured  her  that  (lie  might  rely 
upon  me;  then  taking  fome  cords  which 
I  perceived  in  the  kitchen,  with  her  af- 
fiftance,  I  tied  Leonarda  to  the  feet  of  a 
large  table,  fwearing  that,  if  (he  opened 
her  mouth,  I  would  kill  her  on  the  fpot. 
I  afterwards  lighted  a  flambeau,  and 
going  with  the  ftranger  into  the  room 
where  the  gold  and  filver  was  depofi ted, 
filled  my  pockets  with  piftoles  and  dou- 
ble piftoles  ;  and  to  induce  the  lady  to 
follow  my  example,  aflured  her,  that 
me  only  took  back  her  own.  When 
we  had  made  a  good  provifion  of  this 
kind,  we  went  towards  the  (table,  which 
I  entered  alone  with  my  piftols  cock'd, 
firmly  believing  that  the  old  negro,  in 
fpite  of  his  gout  and  rheumatifm, 
would  not  fuffer  me  to  faddle  and  bri- 
dle my  horfe  in  quiet;  and  fully  re- 
folved  to  cure  him  of  all  his  diftempers, 
if  he  mould  take  it  in  his  head  to  be 
troublefome :  but,  by  good  luck,  he 
was  fo  overwhelmed  with  the  pains  he 
had  undergone,  and  thofe  he  (till  fuf- 
fered,  that  I  brought  my  horfe  out  of 
the  ftable,  even  without  his  feeming  to 
perceive  it;  and  the  lady  waiting  for 
me  at  the  door,  we  threaded,  with  all 
difpatch,  the  paflage  that  led  out  of  the 
cavern  ;  arrived  at  the  grate,  which  we 
opened  j  and  at  laft  came  to  the  trap- 
door, 


ADVENTURES    OF    GIL    BLAS. 


door,  which  we  lifted  up  with  great 
difficulty  ;  or  rather,  the  defire  of  ef cap- 
ing  lent  us  newftrength,  without  which 
we  fhoulti  not  have  been  able  to  fuc- 
ceed. 

Day  began  to  appear  juft  as  we  found 
ourfelves  delivered  from  the  jaws  of 
this  abyfs  j  and  as  we  fervently  defired 
to  be  at  a  greater  diftance  from  it,  I 
threw  myfelf  into  the  faddle,  the  lady 
mounting  behind  me,  and  following 
the  firft  path  that  prefentecl  itfelf  at  a 
round  gallop,  got  out  of  the  foreft  in 
a  fliort  time,  and  entered  a  plain,  di- 
vided by  feveral  roads,  one  of  which 
we  took  at  random.  I  was  mortally 
afraid  that  it  would  conduct  us  to 
Manfilla,  where  we  might  meet  with 
Rolando  and  his  confederates;  but 
happily  my  fear  was  vain.  We  arrived 
at  the  town  of  Aftorga,  at  two  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  where  people  gazed 
at  us  with  extreme  attention,  as  if  it 
had  been  an  extraordinary  thing  to  fee 
a  woman  on  horfeback,  fitting  behind 
a  man.  We  alighted  atthefirftinn  we 
came  to,  where  the  firft  thing  I  did, 
was  to  order  a  partridge  and  a  young 
rabbit  to  the  fire;  and  while  this  was 
a  doing,  I  conducted  the  lady  into  a 
chamber,  where  we  began  to  converfe 
with  one  another}  for  we  had  rode  fo 
fait,  that  we  had  no  difcouiTc  upon  the 
road.  She  fhewed  how  fen-fible  me  was 
of  the  fervice  I  had  done  to  her;  and 
obferved,  that  after  I  had  performed 
fuch  a  generous  action,  me  could  not 
perfuade  herfelf  that  I  was  a  compa- 
nion of  the  thieves,  from  whom  I  had 
refcued  her.  I  told  her  my  ftory,  in 
order  to  confirm  the  good  opinion  me 
had  conceived  of  me ;  and,  by  that 
means,  engaged  her  to  honour  me  with 
her  confidence,  and  inform  me  of  her 
misfortunes,  which  (he  recounted  as  I 
fliall  relate  in  the  following  chapter. 


CHAP.     XT. 

THE    HISTORY   OF    DONNA  MENCIA 
OF    MOSO^UERA. 

•  T  Was  born  at  Valladolid,  and  my 
JL  '  name  is  Donna  Mcncia  of  Mof- 
qucra.  Don  Martin,  my  father,  after 
having  fpenl  almoft  his  whole  patri- 
mony in  the  fervice  of  his  king,  was 
killed  in  Portugal,  at  the  head  of  his 
own  rtgiment,  and  left  me  fo  jnodc- 


rately  provided,  that  though  I  wat 
an  only  child,  I  was  far  from  being 
an  advantageous  match.  I  did  not 
want  admirers,  however,  in  fpite  of 
the  lownefs  of  my  fortune;  a  good 
many  of  the  moft  conliderable  cava- 
liers  in  Spain  made  their  addreffes  to 
me:  but  he  who  attracted  my  atten- 
tion  moft,  was  Don  Alvaro  de  Mel- 
Jo;  he  was,  indeed,  morehandfome 
than  any  of  his  rivals,  but  more  fub- 
ftantial  qualifications  determined  me 
in  his  favour  j  he  was  endued  with 
wit,  prudence,  probity,  and  valour, 
and  withal  the  moft  gallant  man  in 
the  world.  When  he  gave  entertain- 
ments,  nothing  could  be  more  ele- 
gant ;  and  when  he  appeared  at  tour, 
naments,  every  body  admired  hisvi- 
gour  and  addrefs  :  I  preferred  him, 
therefore,  to  all  others,  and  married 
him  accordingly. 

'  A  few  days  after  our  marriage,  he 

happened  to  meet  with  Don  Andrea 

de  Baefa,  who  had  been  one  of  his 

rivals,  in  a  private  place  ;  where  quar- 

relling  with  each  other,  they  came  to 

blows,  and  Don  Andrea  loft  his  life 

in  the  rencounter.  As  he  was  nephew 

to  the   corregidor  of  Valladolid,    a 

violent  man,  and   mortal  enemy  to 

the  family  of  Mello,   Don  Alvaro 

knew  he  could  not  leave  the  city  too 

foon  :  he  returned  home  in  a  hurry  j 

and,  while  they  faddled   his   horfe, 

told  me  what  had  happened.    "  My 

dear  Mencia,"   faid  he,  "  we  muft 

part  !    you    know   the  corregidor : 

don't  let  us  then  flatter  ourfelves, 

for  he  will  profecute  me  with  the  ut- 

moft  rancour;  and  as  you  are  not 

ignorant  of  his  credit,  you  know  I 

cannot  be  fafe  in  this  kingdom."  He 

was  fo.much  penetrated  with  his  own 

forrow,  and  with  that  which  he  faw 

take  poflcffion  of  my  breaft,  that  he 

could  fay  no  more  ;  and  when  I  had 

prevailed  upon  him  to  fiunifh  him- 

felf  with  fome  money  and  jewels,  he 

clafpcd  me  in  his  arms,  and  during 

a  whole  quarter  of  an  hour,  we  did 

nothing  but  mingle  our  fighs  and 

tears.     At  laft,   being  told  the  horle 

was  ready,  he  tore  himlelf  from  rue  j 

he  departed,  and  left  me  in  a  condi- 

tion  not  to   be  deicribcd.     Happy  ! 

had  the  excefs  of  my  affliction,  at 

that  time,  put  an  end  to  my  life  ! 

what  troubles  and  forrows  would  my 

death  have  prevented !  Some  hours  af- 

«  ter 
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c  terDon  Alvaro  was  gone,  the  corre- 

<  gidor  being  informed  of  his  flight,  or- 

<  dered  him  to  be  purfued  ;  and  fpared 
'  nothing  to  have  him  in  his  power : 
1  but  my  hufband  always  baffled  the 
«  purfuit,  and  kept  himfelf  fecure,  in 
«  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  judge  found 
«  himfelf  obliged  to  limit  his  revenge 
'  to  the  fole  fatisfaftion  of  ruining  the 

<  fortune  of  a  man  whofe  blood   he 
«  wanted  to  fhed  :  his  efforts  were  not 

*  unfuccefsful,  all  the  effe&s  of  Don 

*  Alvaro  being  confiscated. 

«  Left  in  a  moft  afflicling  fituation, 

*  and  having  fcarce  wherewithal  tofub- 
«  fift,  I  began  to  live  a  very  folitary 

*  life,  all  my  attendants  being  reduced 

*  to  one  fervant-maid :   I  fpent  the  day 

<  in    bemoaning  —  not  an  indigence, 

*  which  I  could  have  borne  with  pa- 
4  tience  ;  but  the  abfence  of  my  dear 
«  hufband,  whofe  condition  I  was  ut- 

*  terly  ignorant  of,  although  he  had 

*  promifed,  in  his  laft  melancholy  adieu, 
'  that  he  would  take  care  to  inform  me 
«  of  his  lot,  into  whatever  part  of  the 
'  world  his  cruel  fate  mould  conduct 

*  him.    Nevertheless,  feven  long  years 
'  elapfed,  without  my  hearing  the  leaft 

*  account  of  him  ;  and  this  uncertainty 
'  of  his  deftiny  plunged  me  into  an 
«  abyfs  of  forrow  !     At  laft  I  was  told 

*  that,  in  fighting  for  the  King  of  Por- 
(  tugal  in  Fez,  he  had  loft  his  life  in 
'battle:  a  man  lately  returned  from 
'  Africk  confirmed  this  report,  afTuring 

*  me,  that  he  was  perfectly  well  ac- 
'  quainted  with  Don  Alvaro  deMello, 
c  had  ferved  with  him  in  the  Portuguefe 

*  army,  and  even  fee  him  fall  in  the  ac- 

*  tion  :  to  this  he  added  many  other 
4  circumftances,  which  perfuaded  me 
'  that  my  hufband  was  no  more. 

*  At  that  time,  Don  Ambrofio  Me- 

*  fia  Carillo,  Marquis  of  Guardia,  came 
'  to  Valladolid  :  he  was  one  of  thofe 
'  old  lords  who,  by  the  politenefs  and 
'  gallantry  of   their   manners,    make 

*  people  forget  their  age,  and  continue 

*  ftill   agreeable  to  the  ladies.     One 

*  day,  hearing  by  accident  the  ftory  of 

*  Don  Alvaro,  and  being  defirous  of 

*  feeing  me,  on  account  of  the  picture 
'  which  had  been  drawn  of  me;  for 
f  the  fatisfa&ion  of  his  curtofity,  he 

*  engaged  one  of  my  relations,   who 
f  carried  me  to  her  houfe.     Seeing  me 
'  there,  I  had   the   fortune  to  pleafe 
'  him,  in  fpite  of  the  remarkable  im- 

*  preffion  which  grief  had  made  on  my 


countenance;  but  why  do  I  fay,  in 
fpite  of  it  !  perhaps  he  was  touched 
alone  by  my  fad  and  languiming  air, 
which  prepofTefTed  him  in  favour  of 
my  fidelity;  his  love,  in  all  proba- 
bility, was  the  effecl:  of  my  melan- 
choly ;  for  he  told  me  more  than 
once,  that  he  regarded  me  as  a  mi- 
racle of  conftancy  ;  and  that,  for  this 
reafon,  he  even  envied  the  fate  of  my 
hufband,  how  deplorable  foever  it' 
was  in  other  refpecls  :  in  a  word,  he 
was  ftruck  at  fight  of  me,  and  had 
no  occafion  to  fee  me  a  fecond  lime, 
in  order  to  take  the  refolutionlof  ma- 
king me  his  wife. 

'  He  choie  the  interceflion  of  my 
kiniwoman,  towards  the  obtaining 
of  my  confent  :  me  came  to  my 
lodgings  accordingly,  and  reprefent- 
ed  to  me,  that  my  hufband  having 
ended  his  days  in  the  kingdom  of 
Fez,  as  we  had  been  informed,  it 
was  not  reafonable  that  I  fliould  bury 
my  charms  any  longer;  that  I  had 
fufficiently  bewailed  the  fate  of  a 
man  with  whom  I  had  been  united 
but  a  few  moments;  and  that  I 
ought  to  profit  by  the  occafion  that 
nowprefented  itfelf;  by  which  means 
I  mould  be  the  happieft  woman  in. 
the  world.  Then  me  extolled  the 
great  family  of  the  old  marquis,  his 
vaft  eitate,  and  unblemifhed  charac- 
ter: but  her  eloquence  in  difplaying 
the  advantages  he  pofiefled,  was  in 
vain  :  it  was  not  in  her  power  to  per- 
fuade  me ;  not  that  I  doubted  the 
death  of  Don  Alvaro,  or  was  re- 
ftrained  by  the  fear  of  feeing  hitn 
again,  when  I  fhould  Jeaft  expect 
him  ;  the  little  inclination,  or  rather 
the  reluctance,  I  felt  for  a  fecond 
marriage,  after  having  fuffered  fo 
many  misfortunes  by  my  firft,  was 
the  only  obftack  my  relation  had  to 
remove.  She  did  not  delpair  for  all 
that;  on  the  contrary,  it  redoubled 
her  zeal  for  Don  Ambrofio  ;  fhe  en- 
gaged my  whole  family  in  the  inte- 
relts  of  that  lord;  my  relations 
preffed  me  to  accept  of  iuch  an  ad- 
vantageous match ;  I  was  every  mo- 
ment beiieged,  importuned,  and  tor- 
mented ;  and  my  miiery,  which  daily 
encreafed,  contributed  not  a  little  to 
overcome  my  reiiitanrc. 
*  Being  unabie,  therefore,  to  hold 
out  any  longer,  I  yielded  to  their 
prefling  infUnces,  and  married  t4?e 
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Marquis  of  Guardia;  who,  the  day 
after  our  nuptials,  carried  me  to  a 
very  fine  caltle  which  he  had,  lituatcd 
near  Burgos,  between  Grajal  anil 
Rodilias.  He  conceived  the  mod 
violent  paflion  for  me,  and  I  ob- 
fervcd,  in  the  whole  of  his  beha- 
viour, the  utmoft  defire  of  pleaiing 
me.  His  fole  itudy  was  to  antici- 
pate my  tvifhes  ;  no  hufband  had  ever 
Inch  a  tender  regard  for  his  wife; 
and  no  lover  ever  fhevved  more  com- 
plaifance  to  his  miftrefs.  I  fhould 
have  been  paftlonately  fond  of  Don 
Ambrofio,  notwithstanding  the  dii- 
proportion  of  our  years,  had  I  been 
capable  of  loving  any  one  after  Don 
Alvaro;  but  a  conftant  heart  can 
never  change.  The  endeavours  of 
my  fecond  hufband  to  pleale  me, 
were  rendered  ineffectual  by  the  re- 
membrance of  my  firft ;  fo  that  I 
could  only  requite  his  tendernefs 
with  pure  ientiments  of  gratitude. 
'  I  was  in  this  difpofition,  when, 
one  day,  taking  the  air  at  the  win- 
dow of  my  apartment,  I  perceived 
in  the  garden,  :i  kind  of  peafant, 
who  earneftly  looked  at  me  :  think- 
ing he  was  the  gardener's  fervant,  I 
took  no  notice  of  him  ;  but  next  day 
being  again  at  the  window,  J  law 
him  in  the  fame  place,  and  he  feem- 
ed  to  view  me  with  uncommon  at- 
tention: (truck  with  thistircumltance, 
I  looked  at  him  in  my  turn,  and  af- 
ter having  forne  time  confidered  him, 
thought  I  recognized  the  featui 
the  unfortunate  Don  Alvaro!  This 
apparition  railed  an  inconceivable 
tiimult  within  me;  I  fhriekrd  aloud! 
but  luckily  there  was  nobody  pre- 
fcnt,  except  Inez,  who,  of  al!  my 
fervants,  enjoyed  the  greateft  fh  ue 
of  my  confidence.  When  I  impuit- 
ed  to  her  the  fufpicion  that  alarmed 
me,  flie  laughed  at  my  apprthenfion, 
believir.g  that  my  eyes  were  impqfed 
upon  by  fome  flight  refemh 
««  Recollea  yourfelf,  Madam/'  faid 
*  fhe,  "  and  don't  imagine  you  h;tve 
"  feen  your  former  hufband:  what 
'*  likelihood  is  there,  that  lie  flinuld 
**  be  here  in  the  drefs  of  a  peafant  ? 
'*  or,  indeed,  what  probability  is  there 
•'  of  his  being  alive?  I  Will  go  down 
**  into  the  garden/'  added  fhe,  "  and 
41  talk  to  this  countryman,  and  when 
•*  I  have  learned  who  he  is,  comeback 
"  and  le^  you  know."  Inez  accord- 


ingly went  into  the  garden,  and  foori 
after  returned  to  my  apartment  in 
great  emotion,  faying,  "  Madam, 
your  fufpicion  is  but  too  juft  !  it  is 
Don  Alvaro  himielf  whom  you 
have  feen  !  he  has  dilcovered  him- 
ielf, and  demands  a  fecret  inter- 
view." 

'  As  I  had,  at  that  very  time,  an 
opportunity  of  receiving    Don  Al- 
varo, the  marquis  being  at  Burgos, 
I  ordered  my  maid  to  bring  him  into 
my    clofet,  by    a  private  itair-caie. 
You  may  well  think  that  I  was  in  a 
terrible  agitation,  and  altogether  un- 
able to  fupport  the  prefence  of  a  man 
who  had  a  right  to  load  me  with  re- 
proaches.    As  foon  as  he  appeared, 
1  fainted  away.     Inez  and  he  flew  to 
my  afliltance  ;  and,  when  they  had 
brought  me  out  of  my  fwoon,  Don 
Alvaro  faid,  "  Madam,  for  Hea- 
ven's  fake,    compofe  yourfelf;    let 
not  my  prefence  be  apunifhmentto 
you  ;  I  have  no  intention  to  give 
you  the  leaft  pain.     I  come  not  as 
a  furious  hufband,  to  call  you  loan 
account  of  your  plighted  troth,  and 
upbraid   you   with  the  fecond  en- 
gagement you  have  contracted.     I 
know  very  well  that  it  was  the  work 
of  your  relations;  I  am  acquainted 
with  all  the  perfecutions  you  havs 
futfered  on  that  fcore  :  befides,  the 
report  of  my  death  was  fpread  all 
over  Valladolid ;  and  you  had  the 
more  rcafon  to  believe  it  true,  as  no 
letter  from  me  afTured  you  of  the 
contra;  y  ;  in  fhort,  I  know  in  what 
manner  you   have   lived   fince  our 
cruel  leparation,  and  that  ncceflity, 
rarliM-  than  love,  has   thrown  you 
into    the   arms   of—"      "  Ah, 
tin  1"    cried    I,    interrupting   him, 
why  will  you  excufe  your  unhappy 
wife!    fhe   is   criminal,    fince    you 
live  !  why  am  I  not  Hill  in  that  mi- 
ferable   fitnation   in  which  I  lived, 
before  I  gave  my  hand  to  Don  Am- 
biolio!     Fatal   nuptials!    I   fhould 
then,  at  leait,  have  had  the  confo- 
lation,  in  my   inifery,    to  fee  you 
again  without  a  blufh  !" 
"  My  dear  Mcncia!"    replied  Don 
Alvaro,   with    a  look   that  teftihed 
ho\v  much  he  was  affected  by  my 
,    «*  I   do  not  complain;    and 
fir  from  reproaching  you  with  the 
'.'. :\  condition  in  which   I  find 
you,    by  all   my   hopes,    I    thank 
"  Heaved 
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*(  Heaven  for  It!  fince  the  melancholy 
«'  day  of  my  departure  from  Vallado- 
««  iid,  fate  has  been  always  adyerfe, 
'«  and  my  life  but  a  cham  of  misfor- 
«*  tunes }  and,  to  crown  my  mifery, 
"  it  never  was  in  my  power  to  let  you 
"  hear  from  me!   Too  confident  of 
c«  your  love,  I  inceflantly  reprefented 
*'  to  myfelf  the  condition  to  which 
«'  my   fatal   tendernefs   had   reduced 
tf  you.   My  imagination  painted  Don-^ 
'<  na  Mencia  in  her  tears!  you  was 
"  the  greateft  of  all  my  misfortunes  j 
«  and  Ibmetimes,  I  muft  confefs,    I 
"  have  looked  upon  myfelf  as  a  crimi- 
ff  nal,  in  having  had  the  good  fortune 
"  to  pleafe  you  :  I  have  wimed  that 
«  your  affeftions  had  inclined  towards 
«  forae  one  of  my  rivals,   fmce  the 
*'  preference  you  gave  to  me  had  coft 
"  you  fo  dear.      Neverthelefs,    after 
'«  feven  years  of  fuffering,  more  in 
"  love  than  ever,  I  was  refolved  to 
*<  fee  you.     I  could  not  refift  this  de- 
"  firej  which,  at  the  end   of  a  long 
«  flavery,  having  an  opportunity  to 
"  fatisfy,  I  went,  in  this  difguife,  to 
<«  Valladolid,    at  the  hazard  of  my 
««  life:  there  being  informed  of  every 
««  thing,    I  came  hither,    and  found 
"  means  to  introduce  myfelf  into  the 
<*  family  of  the   gardener,  who   has 
«c  hired  me  to  work,  under  him.     You 
<c  fee  in  what  manner  I  have  conducted 
"  myfelf  to  obtain  this  private  inter- 
"  view ;  but  do  not  imagine  that  my 
"  defign  is  to  difturb  the  felicity  you 
"  enjoy,  by  remaining  in  this  place. 
"  No  1  I  love  you  more  than  myfelf; 
"  I  have  the  utmorl  regard  for  your 
44  repofe;  and  now  that  I  have  had 
"  the  melancholy  fatisfa&ion  of  con- 
"  verfmg  with  you,  will  go  and  finifh 
"  at  a  diltance,  that  milerable   life, 
«'  which  I  facrifice  to  "your  quiet !" 
"  No,  Don  Alvaro!  no!""  cried  I, 

*  at  thefe  words  j  "  I  will  not  fuffer  you 
"  to  leave  me  a  fecond  time  !  I  will 
'*  go  along  with  you,  and  death  alone 
"  ihall  divide  us  !" — "  Take  my  ad- 
"  vice,"  laid  he,  "  and  live  with  Don 
"  Ambrofio  j  do  not  aflbciate  yourlelf 
"  with  my  misfortunes,  but  leave  me 
u  alone    to    fupport    the   weight   of 
"  them."     He  laid  other  things°to  the 
'  fame  purpofe  :  but  the  more  ho/eem- 

*  ed  willing  to  facrifice  himfelf  to  my 
'  happinefs,  I  felt  myfelf  the  lefs  dif- 

*  pofed  to  confent  to  it  j   and  when  he 
6  law  me  firmly  refolved  to  follow  him, 


«  he  changed  his  tone  all  of  a  fudden, 
*  and  a/Turning  a  more  ferene  air,  faid, 
"  Madam,  fmce  you  have  ftillfo  much 
"  love  for  Don  Alvaro,  as  to  prefer 
"  his  mifery  totheprofperity  you  novr 
"  enjoy,  letusgoand  live  at  Betan- 
*c  cos,  at  the  farther  end  of  the  king- 
"  dom  of  Gallicia,  where  I  have  a  fe- 
tc  cret  retreat.  Although  my  misfor- 
"  tunes  have  ruined  my  eftate,  they 
<c  have  not  yet  deprived  me  of  friends  ; 
"  I  have  ftill  Some  faithful  ones  re- 
*'  maining,  who  have  put  me  in  a  con- 
"  dition  to  carry  you  off:  by  their 
"  afliftance,  I  have  provided  a  coach 
"  at  Zamora,  bought  mules  and  horfes, 
"  and  am  accompanied  by  three  refo- 
"-  lute  Gallicians, armed  with  carbines 
"  and  piltols,  who  now  wait  for  my 
*'  orders  at  the  village  of  Rodillas. 
"  Let  us,  therefore,"  added  he,  "  take 
"  the  advantage  of  Don  Ambrofio's 
'•  abfencej  I  will  order  the  coach  to 
"  come  to  the  caftle-gate,  and  we  will 
"  fet  out  inftantly."  I  confented  ; 
'  Don  Alvaro  flew  to  Rodillas,  and 
«  returned  in  a  ftiort  time,  with  his, 
'  three  attendants,  to  carry  me  off  from 
'  the  midft  of  my  women  j  who,  not 
'  knowing  what  to  think  of  this  event, 
'  ran^  all  away  in  the  utmoft  confter- 
'  nation:  Inez  alone  was  privy  to  it, 
'  but  refufed  to  attach  herfelf  to  my 
'  fortunes,  becaufe  me  was  in  love, 
«  with  the  valet  de  chambre  of  Doa 
'  Ambrofio. 

'  I  got   into  the   coach  with  Doa 
'  Alvaro,  carrying  nothing  with  me 

<  but  my  own  cloaths,  and  fome  jew- 
'  els  I  had  before  my  fecond  marriage  ; 
'  for  I  would  take  nothing   that  the 
'  marquis  had  given  me  on  that  occa- 
'  fion.     We  took  t'ae  road  to  Gallicia, 

*  without  knowing  if  we  mould  be  fo 
'  happy  as  to  reach  it ;  having  reafon 

*  to  fear  that  Don  Ambrofio,  at  his 
'  return,  would  purfue  us  with  a  great 
'  number  of  people,  and  overtake  us. 

'  Neverthelefs,  we  continued  our  jour-. 
4  ney  two  days,  without  feeing  one 
«  horfeman  behind  us  j  and,  in  hopes . 
«  that  the  third  would  pafs  in  the  fame 

<  manner,  were  converting  with  each 

*  other    in    great    tranquillity.     Doa 
'  Alvaro  had  juft  recounted  the  me- 

*  lancholy  adventure  which  had  given 
'  rife  to  the  report  of  his  death  j  and 
«  how,  after  having  been  a  (lave  five 
'  years,  he  had  recovered  his  liberty  ; 
'  when  yefterday,  on  tbe  road  to  Leon, 

E  « we 
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we  met  thofe  thieves,  with  whom 
you  was  in  company.  He  is  the  per- 
ibn  whom  they  murdered,  with  all 
his  attendants,  and  for  whom  thefe 
my  tears  are  fhed  I1 


CHAP.    XII. 

THE  DISAGREEABLE  MANNER  IN 
WHICH  GIL  BLAS  AND  THE 
LADY  WERE  INTERRUPTED. 

DONNA  Mencia  having  ended 
her  relation,  fhed  a  torrent  of 
tears  :  while  I,  letting  her  give  free 
vent  to  her  fighs,  wept  alfo  ;  fo  natu- 
ral is  it  to  intereft  one's  felf  for  the 
unfortunate,  efpecially  for  a  fine  lady 
in  diftrefs.  I  was  going  to  afk  what  me 
intended  to  do  in  the  prefent  conjunc- 
ture; and  perhaps  me  was  about  to 
coniult  me  on  the  fame  fubject  j  when 
our  converfation  was  interrupted  by  a 
great  noife  in  the  inn,  which,  in  fpite 
of  us,  attracted  our  attention.  This 
noife  was  occafioned  by  the  arrival  of 
the  corregidor,  followed  by  two  algua- 
2ils  *  and  a  guard,  who,  without  any 
ceremony,  entered  the  room  where  we 
were.  A  gentleman  who  accompanied 
them,  approached  me  firft,  and  exa- 
mining my  drefs,  had  no  occafion  to 
hefitate  long,  but  cried,  'BySt.Jago! 
this  is  my  individual  doublet ;  as  eafy 
to  be  known  again  as  my  horfe  :  you 
may  apprehend  this  gallant  on  my 
teftimony  j  he  is  one  of  the  thieves 
who  have  an  unknown  retreat  fome- 
where  in  this  country.' 
At  this  difcourfe,  by  which  I  under- 
ftoodhe  was  the  gentleman  who  hadbeen 
robbed,  and  whole  fpoils  I  was  unluck- 
ily in  polTellion  of,  I  was  furprized,  con- 
founded, and  difmayed  !  The  corre- 
gidor, whofe  office  obliged  him  to  put 
a  bad  conftmclion  on  my  diforder,  ra- 
ther than  interpret  it  favourably,  con- 
cluded that  I  was  not  accufed  without 
a  reafon  j  and  prefuming  that  the  lady 
might  b$  an  accomplice,  ordered  us  to 
be  imprifoned  feparately.  This  judge, 
far  from  being  one  of  thofe  who  alFume 
a  ftern  countenance,  was  all  fottnefs 
and  imilcs,  but  God  knows  if  he  was 
a  bit  the  better  for  that  j  for  I  was  no 
looner  committed,  than  he  came  into 
the  jail  witii  lilt  two  terriers,!  nu;m  the 


alguarils,  who,  not  forgetting  their 
laudable  cuftom,  began  to  rummage 
me  in  a  moment.  What  a  glorious 
windfal  was  this,  for  thofe  honeft  gen- 
tlemen !  I  do  not  believe  that  ever  they 
got  fuch  a  booty  before  :  at  every  hand- 
ful of  piftoles  they  pulled  out,  I  faw 
their  eyes  fparkle  with  joy  j  the  corre- 
gidor, in  particular,  was  tranfported : 
«  Child/  jfaid  he,  with  a  voice  full  of 
meeknefs,  'wemuftdoourduty  j  butbe 
«  not  afraid  :  if  thou  art  innocent,  thou 
'  malt  fuftain  no  harm.'  In  the  mean 
time,  with  all  their  gentlenefs,  they 
emptied  my  pockets,  and  even  robbed 
me  of  that  which  the  tnieves  had  re- 
fpeftedj  I  mean,  my  uncle's  forty  du- 
cats :  their  greedy  and  indefatigable 
hands  fearched  me  from  head  to  foot ; 
they  turned  me  about  on  all  fides  j  and 
even  ftripped  me,  to  fee  if  I  had  any 
money  between  my  fhirt  and  my  fkin. 
When  they  had  dexteroufly  acquitted 
themfelves  in  this  manner,  I  was  in- 
terrogated by  the  corregidor,  to  whom 
I  ingenuoufly  recounted  every  thing 
that  had  happened  to  me.  He  ordered 
my  depofition  to  be  taken  in  writing, 
and  then  went  away  with  his  atten- 
dants and  my  coin,  leaving  me  entire- 
ly naked  among  the  ftraw. 

*  O  life  !'  cried  I,  when  I  found 
myfelf  alone  in  this  condition,  '  how 
full  of  capricious  accidents  and  dif- 
appointments  art  thou  !  Since  I  left 
Oviedo,  I  nave  met  with  nothing  but 
misfortunes  !  Scarce  had  I  got  out 
of  one  danger,  when  I  fall  into  an- 
other! and  when  I  came  into  this 
town,  I  was  far  from  thinking  that 
'  I  mould  fo  foon  become  acquainted 
'  with  the  corregidor.'  While  I  made 
thefe  vain  reflections,  I  put  on  again  the 
curfed  doublet,  and  the  reft  of  the  drefs 
which  my  evil  genius  had  lent  me ; 
then  exhorting  myfelf  to  take  courage, 
Come,  Gil  Bias,'  faid  I  to  myfelf, 
difplay  thy  fortitude  j  it  mail  ill  be- 
come thee  to  defpair  in  an  ordinary 
prifon,  after  having  put  thy  patience 
to  fuch  a  fevere  trial  in  the  fubterra- 
nean  abyfs  ! — But,  alas!'  added  I, 
n  a  forrowful  tone,  «  I  abufe  myfelf  j 
how  fliall  I  efcape  from  hence,  when 
I  am  utterly  deprived  of  the  means  I' 
In  effect,  I  had  too  good  reafon  to  fay 
fo  i  for  a  prifoncr  without  money,  is 
like  a  bird  whole  wings  are  clipped. 


A  I/  .'ten-Jams  of  juflicc,  whofe  office  rcfcmblcs  that  of  our 


luted 
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Inrtead  of  the  partridge  and  rabbit 
I  had  befpoke,  they  brought  to  me  a 
little  brown  bread  and  a  pitcher   of 
water,  and  left  me  to  fret  at  leifure  in 
a  dungeon  ;  where  I  remained  fifteen 
whole  days,  without  teeing  a  human 
creature,  except  the  turnkey,  who  came 
every  morning  to  renew  my  provifion. 
As  often  as  I  faw  him,  I  endeavoured 
to  fpeak,  and  enter  into  converfatkm 
with  him,  in  order  to  divert  me  a  little  i 
frut  this  venerable  perfon  made  no  an- 
fwer  to  what  I  faid  j  I  could  not  ex- 
tract one  word  from  him  :    nay,  for 
the  mcft  part,  he  came  in  and  went  out, 
without  fo  much  as  deigning  me  a  look. 
On  the  fixteenth  day,  the  corregidor 
coming  in,  faid,  *  Thou  mayeft  now 
give  a  loofe  to  joy.     I  bring  thee 
agreeable  tidings.     I  have  ordered 
the  lady  who  was  along  with  thee, 
to  be  conducted  to  Burgos.     I  ex- 
amined her  before  her  departure,  and 
her  anfwers  have   exculpated  thee. 
Thou  malt  be  enlarged  this  very  day, 
provided    that   the   muleteer,    with 
whom  (as  thou  fayeft)  thou  cameft 
from  Pennaflor  to  Cacabelos,  con- 
firms thy  depofition.     He  is  now  in 
Aftorga,  and  I  have  fent  for  him  j 
and  if  he  agrees  with  thee  in  the  ad- 
venture of  the  rack,  I  will  inftantly 
fet  thee  free.* 

Thefe  words  gave  me  infinite  joy : 
I  looked  upon  myfelf  as  already  ac- 
quitted j  I  thanked  the  judge  for  his 
juft  and  expeditious  decifion  j  and  had 
not    quite    finished  my  compliment, 
when  the  carrier,  conducted  by  two  fol~ 
diers,  arrived  :  J  remembered  his  face 
immediately  j  but  he,  having,  without 
doubt,  fold  my  portmanteau,  and  all 
that  was   in   it,  was  afraid  of  being 
obliged  to  reftore  the  money  he  had 
received  for  it,  if  he  mould  own  that 
he  knew  mej  and  therefore  affirmed, 
with   aftoni/hing  aflurance,    that   far 
from  knowing  me,  he  had  never  feen 
me  before  !    «  Ah,  traitor  !'    cried  I  ; 
rather  confefs  that  thou  haft  fold  my 
goods  5  and  bear  witnefs  to  the  truth. 
Look  at  me  again.     I  am  one  of  the 
young  people  whom  you  threatened 
with  the  torture,  at  the  borough  of 
Cacabelos,and  frightened  verymuch.* 
The  carrier  anfwered  coldly,  that  I 
talked  of  an  affair  of  which  he  was 
utterly  ignorant }    and,  as  he  main- 
tained to  the  laft,  that  I  was  unknown 
to  him,  my  enlargement  was  deferred 


till  another  time ;  fo  that  I  was  obliged 
to  arm  myfelf  with  patience  anew,  and 
refolve  to  regale  myfelf  (till  with  my 
bread  and  water,  and  a  fightofthe  filent 
turnkey.  The  thoughts  of  being  unable 
to  free  myfelf  from  the  claws  of  juf- 
tice,  although  I  was  not  guilty  of  fhe 
leaft  crime,  threw  me  into  defpair.  t 
wifhed  myfelf  again  in  the  cavern, 
'  where,  in  the  main/  faid  I  to  my- 
felf, «  I  was  lefs  difagreeably  fituated 
than  in  this  dungeon  :  there  I  ate 
and  drank  in  plenty,  converfed  with 
the  robbers,  and  lived  in  the  fweet 
hope  of  making  my  efcape  j  inftead 
of  which,  notwithstanding  my  inno- 
cence, I  mall,  perhaps,  think  myfelf 
happily  quit,  to  get  out  of  this  place 
in  order  to  be  fent  to  the  gallics,* 


CHAP.    XIII. 

BY  WHAT  ACCIDENT  GIL  BLAS 
WAS  SET  AT  LIBERTY  AT  LASTj 
AND  WHITHER  HE  DIRECTED 
HIS  COURSE. 

WHILE  I  parted  my  days  in 
entertaining  myfelf  with  thefe 
reflections,  my  adventures,  fuch  as 
appeared  in  my  depofition,  fpread  all 
over  the  town  ;  upon  which  many  peo- 
ple, being  curious  to  fee  me,  came  and 
prefented  themfelves,  one  after  ano- 
ther, at  a  fmall  chink,  through  which 
the  light  was  conveyed  into  my  pri- 
fon  ;  and  after  having  obferved  me  for 
fome  time,  went  away.  I  was  furpriz- 
ed  at  this  novelty ;  for  lince  the  day  of 
my  imprifonment,  I  had  not  before 
feen  a  living  foul  at  that  window, 
which  ferved  to  enlighten  a  court  where 
horror  reigned  in  filence.  Gueflin-g 
from  this,  that  I  made  fome  noife  in 
town,  I  did  not  know  whether  to  in- 
terpret it  as  a  good  or  bad  omen. 

One  of  the  firft  that  offered  them* 
felves  to  my  view,  was  the  little  bal- 
lad-finger of  Mondonedo,  who  hav- 
ing been  equally  afraid  of  the  torture, 
had  fled  as  well  as  I.  I  knew  him  a- 
gain  immediately  j  and,  as  he  did  not 
pretend  to  have  forgot  me,  we  faluted 
one  another;  and  falling  into  a  long 
conversation,  I  was  obliged  to  repeat  my 
adventures  anew  j  for  his  part,  he  in- 
formed me  of  what  had  happened  at  the 
inn  at  Cacabelos,  between  the  carrier 
and  the  new- married  wife,  after  we  had 
E  *  been 
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been  driven  away  by  a  panick :  in  a 
word,  he  acquainted  me  with  the 
whole  of  what  I  have  already  reheat  fed 
on  that  fubject.  Afterwards,  taking 
leave  of  me  for.  the  prefent,  he  pro- 
mifed,  without  lofs  of  time,  to  labour 
for  my  deliverance :  and  every  body 
•who  came  (as  he  did)  through  curio- 
fity,  feemed  affected  with  my  misfor- 
tune, and  even  aflured  me,  that  they 
would  join  the  little  ballad-finger,  and 
do  all  that  lay  in  their  power  to  pro- 
cure my  enlargement. 

They  kept  their  promife  effectually, 
and  fpoke  in  my  behalf  to  the  corre- 
gidor,  who   no    longer  doubting   my 
innocence,  efpecially  when  the  ballad- 
finger  had  told  him  what  he  knew  of 
the  matter,  at  the  end  of  three  weeks 
came  into  the  prifon,  and  faid,  '  Gil 
Bias,    I    don't    chufe    to    protract 
things :  go ;  thou  art  free,  and  mayeft 
quit  the  prifon  when  thou  wilt.    But 
tell    me/     puifued    he,    <  if  thou 
fhouldft  be  brought  to  the  wood  in 
which   the    fubterranean   retreat   is, 
con  Mil  thou  not  find  it  out  ?'— '  No 
Sir,'  I  replied  ;  *  for  as  I  went  in  at 
night,  and  came  out  before  day,  it 
would  be  impoflible  for  me  to  fix 
upon  the  fpot.*     Upon  this  the  judge 
withdrew;  telling    me,    that   he   was 
going  to  order   the  turnkey  to  fet  the 
prifon-doors  open  forme.     In  effect, 
the  gaoler  came  into  my  dungeon  a 
moment   after,  with  one  of  his  men 
carrying  a  bundle   of  cloaths;     and 
ftripping  me  (with  a  grave  and  filent 
air)  of  my  doublet  and  breeches,  which 
were  made  of  fine  cloth,  and  almoft 
new,  they  put  me  on   a   fliabby  foot- 
man's fiock,  and  puftied  me  out  by 
the  moulders. 

The  joy  that  prifoners  commonly 
feel  in  recovering  their  liberty,  was 
moderated  by  my  confufion  in  feeing 
rriyfeJf  Co  poorly  equipped  ;  and  I  was 
tempted  to  leave  the  town  inftantly, 
that  I  might  withdraw  myfdf  from  the 
eyes  of  the  people,  whole  looks  I  could 
fcarce  endure  :  but  my  gratitude  got 
the  better  of  my  fliame  ;  I  went  :o 
thank  the  ballad-finger,  to  whom  I 
was  fo  much  obliged  ;  and  he  could 
not  help  laughing  when  he  law  me. 
'  VV'h  it  a  ftrange  figure  you  arc  P 
fakl  he  :  *  jullice,  I  fee,  hao  been  done 
'  you  in  all  her  forms/—*  I  do  not 
<  complain  of  jufrice,'  I  replied;  « /he 
*  is  moft  equitable  :  I  wiih  only  that 


all  her  officers  were  honeft  men. 
They  ought  at  leaft  to  have  fpared 
my  cloaths,  which  I  think  I  paid 
for  pretty  handfomely.' — «  I  think 
fo  too,'  faid  he;  <  but  they  will  tell 
you,  thefe  are  formalities  which  muft 
be  obferved.  What !  do  you  think 
(for  example)  that  your  horfe  has 
been  reftored  to  the  right  owner  ? 
not  at  all  ;  I  aflure  you,  he  is  now 
actually  in  the  (table  of  the  town- 
clerk,  where  he  has  been  depoiited 
as  a  proof  of  the  robbery;  and  I 
don't  believe  the  poor  gentleman  will 
ever  retrieve  fo  much  as  the  crup- 
per. But  let  us  fliiftourdifccAirfe,' 
ontinued  he:  *  what  is  your  defign  ? 
what  fcheme  do  you  intend  to  pro- 
fecute  at  prefent?'—1  I  want  to  go. 
to  Burgos,'  faid  I,  '  in  order  to  find 
out  the  lady  I  delivered,  who  will- 
give  me  a  few  piftoles,  with  which 
I  will  purchafe  a  new  caflbck,  and 
repair  to  Salamanca,  where  I  will 
endeavour  to  make  my  Latin  turn 
to  fome  advantage.  All  I  am  con- 
cerned at  is,  that  I  am  at  fome  dif- 
tance  from  Burgos,  and  (hall  want 
fubliftence  on  the  road.1 — *  I  under- 
Hand  you,*  he  replied  :  «  here  is  my 
purfe;  'tis,  indeed,  a  Jittle  low; 
but  a  ball  ad -finger,  you  know,  is 
not  a  bifhop.'  At  the  fame  time  he 
flipped  it  into  my  hand  fo  chearfully, 
that  I  could  not  for  my  foul  refufe  the 
offer,  fuch  as  it  was.  I  thanked  him 
as  much  as  if  he  had  given  me  all  the 
gold  in  Peru,  and  made  a  thoufand 
profeflions  of  fervice,  which  I  never 
had  an  opportunity  to  perform.  Then, 
bidding  him  farewel,  I  left  the  to\vnf 
without  having  vifitcd  thofe  other  per- 
fons  who  had  contributed  to  my  en- 
largement; contenting  myfelf  with 
beftowing  upon  them  in  my  thoughts 
a  thoufand  benedictions. 

The  little  ballad-finger  was  in  the 
right  to  fpeak  mode  lily  of  his  purfe, 
in  which  I  found  very  little  money  : 
but,  happily  for  me,  I  had  been  ufeoj 
two  months  to  a  very  frugal  diet ;  and 
I  had  liill  fome  rials  left,  when  I  ar- 
rived at  the  borough  of  Pontede  Mula, 
which  is  but  a  little  way  from  Bur- 

gjs.  Here  I  halted  to  enquire  about 
onna  Mencia,  and  going  into  an 
inn,  the  miftrefs  of  which  was  a  little, 
lean,  fierce,  infolent  creature,  I  per- 
ceived at  once,  by  the  diidainful  look 
(he  darted  at  me,  that  my  frock  wag 
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not  at  all  to  her  liking  j  a  difguft 
which  I  forgave  with  all  my  heart.  I 
fat  dawn  at  table,  where  I  ate  fome 
bread  and  cheefe,  and  fwallowed 
a  few  draughts  of  execrable  wine, 
which  they  brought  for  me  ;  and  dur- 
ing this  repaft,  which  was  very  well 
Anted  to  my  diefs,  t  wanted  to  enter 
into  converfation  with  my  landlady. 
I  begged  her  to  tell  me,  if  fhe  knew 
the  Marquis  of  Guardiaj  if  his  caftle 
was  far  from  the  borough  j  and,  in 
particular,  if  (lie  had  heard  what  was 
become  of  the  marchionefs  his  lady. 
«  You  afk  a  great  many  queftions,'  re- 
plied  fhe,  with  a  fcornful  look.  She 
fold  me,  however,  (though  with  a 
very  bad  grace)  that  the  caftle  of  Don 
Ambrolio  was  but  a  fhort  league  from 
Ponte  de  Mula. 

When  I  had  done  eating  and  drink- 
in*,  (it  being  by  this  time  pretty  late) 
I  expreflcd  a  defire  of  going  to  reft, 
and  bade  them  mew  me  into  a  bed- 
chamber.    *  A  bed-chamber  for  you  P 
faid  the  landlady,"  darting  at  me  a  look 
full  of  haughtinefs  and  contempt ;  '  I 
have   no    bed-chambers   for   people 
who  fup  on  a  inorfel  of  cheefe.     All 
my  beds  are  befpoke.    I  expect  gen- 
tlemen of  importance  to  lodge  here 
to-night ;  fo    that    all  I  can  do  for 
you  is,  to  quarter  you  in  the  barn  ; 
and  it  won't,  I  fuppofe,  be  the  fiift 
time  you  have  fleptupon  ftravv.'  She 
did  not  know  how  true  me  fpoke :  but 
I  made  no  reply,  and  very  wifely  con- 
defcended    to   fneak  into    the  ftraw  j 
where,  in  a  very  fliort  time,  I  flept 
like  one  who  had   iuffered  much  fa- 
tigue. 

CHAP.     XIV. 

<BF    HIS     RECEPTION     AT     BURGOS 
BY    DONNA    MENCIA. 

I  Did  not  lie  a-bed  like  a  fluggard 
next  morning,  but  went  to  reckon 
with  my  landlady,  who  leemed  lei's 
proud  and  Inappifh  than  me  had  been 
the  night  before  ;  a  change  that  I  a- 
fcribed  to  the  preience  of  three  honeft 
foldiers  belonging  to  the  holy  brother- 
hood, who  converted  with  her  in  a  very 
familiar  manner.  They  had  lodged 
all  night  at  the  inn  j  and  it  was,  doubt- 
lefs,  for  \hzte  gentlemen  of  importance, 
$hat  ajl'the  beds  had  been  beipoke. 


Enquiring,  in  the  borough,  the  wajr 
to  the  caftle  whither  I  wanted  to  go,  I 
addrefled  myfelf  by  accident  to  a  man 
of  the  character  of  my  landlord  at  Pen- 
naflor  :  not  contented  with  anfweting 
the  queftion  I  alkcd,  he  let  me  know 
that  Don  Ambrofio  was  dead  three 
weeks  ago,  and  that  the  marchionefs 
his  lady  had  retired  into  a  convent  at 
Burgos,  which  he  named.  I  repaired 
immediately  to  that  city,  inftead  of 
following  the  road  to  the  caftle,  as  I 
formerly  intended  j  and  flying  direflly 
to  the  convent  where  ihe  was,  begged 
the  favour  of  the  portrefs  to  tell  her, 
that  a  young  man,  juft  releafed  from 
the  gaol  of  Aftorga,  defired  to  fpeak 
with  her.  The  nun  went  immediately 
to  do  what  I  defired,  and  returning, 
introduced  me  into  a  parlour,  where 
I  had  not  been  long,  when  I  faw  the 
widow  of  Don  Air.brofio  appear  at  the 
grate  in  deep  mourning. 

*  You  are  welcome,*  faid  the  lady 
to  me  :  '  four  days  ago,  I  wrote  to  a 
perlbn  at  Aftorga,  defiring  him  to 
go  to  you  from  me,  and  tell  you. 
that  I  mould  be  glad  to  fee  you,  as 
loon  as  you  fhould  be  releafed  j  and 
I  did  not  doubt  of  your  being  enlarg- 
ed in  a  very  little  time,  what  I  laid  to 
the  corregidor  in  your  behalf  having 
been  fufficient  for  that  purpofe.  In 
anfwer  to  this,  he  wrote,  that  you 
had  recovered  your  liberty  j  that  no- 
body  knew  whither  you  was  gone  ; 
fo  that  I  was  afraid  I  mould  never 
fee  you  again,  and  confequently  be 
deprived  of  the  pleafure  of  manifeft- 
ing  my  gratitude.  Don't  be  afliam* 
ed/  added  fhe  (obferving  my  con- 
ufion,  on  account  of  appearing  be- 
ore  her  in  fuch  a  miferahl?  dreis  :)N 
let  not  your  prefent  condition  give 
you  the  leaft  uneaiinefs.  After  the 
important  feryice  you  have  done  me, 
I  mould  he  the  moft  ungrateful  of 
all  women,  if  I  neglected  to  clo  fome- 
tiling  for  you  ;  I  intend  to  extricate, 
you  out  of  the  wretched  fituation  in 
which  you  are ;  it  is  my  duty,  and 
I  am  able  to  perform  it.  The  con- 
fiderable  wealth  I  am  nowraiftrefs 
of,  impoweringme  to  acquit  myfelf 
towards  you,  without  incommoding 
myfelf. 

«  You  know,"  continued  /he,  «  my 
adventures,  to  the  day  on  which  we 
vvfcie  both  imprifonedj  and  I  will 
tell  you  what  has  happened  to  me 
*  fince. 
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fince.     When  the  corregidor  of  Af- 

torga  had  ordered  me  to  be  conducl- 

ed   to  Burgos,    after    having  heard 

from  my  mouth  a  faithful  relation 

of  my  ftory,  I  repaired  to  Don  Am- 

brofio's  caftle,  where  my  return  oc- 

cafioned  extreme  furprjze,  though  I 

was   told  it  was  too  late  ;  for  the 

marquis,  thumlerftruck  at  the  news 

of  my  flight,  had  fallen  il],  and  the 

phyficians  defpaired  of  his  life.  This 

was  frefh  caule  for  me  to  complain 

of  the  rigour  of  my  fate  :  neverthe- 

lefs,   having  advertifed  him  of  my 

arrival,  1  entered  his  chamber,  and 

running  to  his  bedfide,  threw  myfelf 

on  my  knees,  my  face  bathed  in  tears, 

and  my  heart  opprefTed  with  the  moft 

afflicting   grief  P  —  "  What  brings 

you  hither  ?''  faid  he,  when  he  per- 

ceived  me;  lt  are  you  come  to  con- 

template  your  own  work  ?  Was    it 

not  fufficient  for  you  to  deprive  me 

of  life,  but  you  muft  alfo  have  the 

fatisfaftion  of  being  an  eye-witncfs 

of  my  death  ?"  —  "  No,  my  lord,1' 

I  replied,  '*  Inez  muft  havetold  you, 

that  I  fled  with  my  hufband  ;  and 

had  it  not  been  for  the  dilhial  acci- 

dent  which  has  robbed  me  of  him, 

you  never  fliould  have  feen  me  a- 

gain  !"    At  the  fame  time  I  let  him 

know,  that  Don  Alvaro   had   been 

murdered    by   robbers,   who   after- 

wards   carried  me  into  their  fubter- 

ranean    retreat  :   and,    in    fhort,   in- 

formed  him  of  all  that  had  happen- 

ed.     When   I   had    done    fpeaking, 

Don  Ambrofio  hVetched  out  his  hand 

to  me,  faying,  with  the  utmoft  ten- 

dernefs,  "  I  am  Satisfied  ;  I  will  not 

complain  :  why   fhould  I   reproach 

you  !     Having  found  again   a  huf- 

band  whom  you  dearly  loved,  you 

abandoned   me  to   follow  his  tor- 

tune  :  ought  I    to   blame  you   for 

fuch  a  condiift  ?     No,  Madam,  I 

fiiould   have  been    in  the  wrong  to 

murmur  at  it,  therefore  would  not 

fuffer  you  to  be  purfued  :   I  revered 

the  facrcd  rights   of  your  ravifher, 

and  even  your  inclination  towards 

him.  In  fine,  I  do  you  jufticej  and 

by  your  return,  you  have  retrieved 

all    my  tenderneis  !     Yes,  my  dear 

Mencia,  your  prefence  overwhelms 

me  with  joy  !  but  alas  !   it  wiil  not 

latt  long.     I   feel  my  laft  hour  ap- 

preaching  !  Scarce  are  you 


to  my  arms,  when  I  muft  bid  you  an 
eternal  adieu  !"     At  thefe  aftcfting 
words,  my  tears  redoubled  !  I  felt 
:md  exprelfed  an  immoderate  afflic- 
tion !  I  queflion  if  the  death  of  Don 
Alvaro,  whom  I  adored,  had  coft  me 
more  fighs  !     Don  Ambrofio's  pre- 
fage  of  his  own  death  was  but  too 
true  :  he  expired  next  day ;  and  I 
remained  miftrefs  of  a  confiderable 
eflrate,  which  he  had  fettled  upon  me 
at  our  marriage.     I  intend  to  make 
no  bad  life  of  it.     The  world  fhall 
not  fee  me  (though  I  am  ftill  young) 
throw  myfelf  into  the  arms  of  a  third 
hufband  :  for,  befides  that  I   think 
fuch  conduct  would  be  inconfillent 
with  the  virtue  and  delicacy  of  my 
lex,  I  own,  I  have  no  longer  any 
relifh  for  the  world}  but  defign  to 
end  my  days  in  this  convent,  and 
become  a  benefaftrefs  to  it.' 
Such  was  the  difcourfe  of  Donna 
Mencia ;    who,    taking   out   a   purfe 
from   under  her  robe,    put  it  in  my 
hand,  faying,   '  Here  are  a  hundred 
ducats,  which  I   give  you  only  to 
buy    cloaths:    come     and    fee    me 
again,    after    you     have    equipped 
yourfelf;    for  I  do    not  intend  to 
confine   my    gratitude    within  fuch 
narrow  bounds.'     I  gave  the  lady  a 
thoufand  thanks ;  and  fwore  I  would 
not  depart  from  Burgos,  without  tak- 
ing leave  of  her:  after  this  oath,  which 
I  had  no  intention  to  break,  I  went  in 
queft  of  an  inn,  and  going  into  the  firft 
1  perceived,  demanded  a  room,  telling 
the  landlord  (to  prevent  the  bad  opi- 
nion he  might  conceive  of  me,  from 
the  fhabby  frock)  that,  notwithftand- 
ing  my  appearance,  I  was  in  a  condi- 
tion to  pay  handlbniely  for  my  lodg- 
ing.    At  thefe  words,  the  innkeeper, 
whofe  name  was  Majuelo,  naturally 
a  great   wag,  furvcying   me  from   top 
to   bottom,    anfwcred  dryly,    with   a 
farcaftick  fneer,  there  was  no  occafion.  , 
for  fuch  an  ailurancc,  to  perfuadc  him 
that  I  fliould  fpend  like  a  prince  in  his 
houfe ;  for  he  discovered  fomething  no- 
li!'   in  nit,  by  my  drti'sj  and,  in  fliort, 
did  not  doubt  that  I  was  a  gentleman 
of    a   very    independent    fortune.     I 
could  eafily  perceive  that  the  ralcal  ral- 
li<il  nu  ,  and  in  order  to  put  an  end  to 
his  wirticilms,  (hewed   my  purfe.     I 
even  counted  my  ducats  on  a  table  be- 
fore him,  and  obferving  that  my  coin 

altered 
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altered  his  opinion  very  much  in  my 
favour,  defired  he  would  recommend 
me  to  a  taylor.  '  You  had  better/ 
faid  he,  «  fend  for  a  broker,  who  will 
<  bring  along  with  him  all  kinds  of 
«  apparel  ready  made,  and  fit  you  in  a 
'  trice.'  I  approved  of  his  advice,  and 
refolved  to  follow  it :  but  the  day  be- 
ing near  a  clofe,  deferred  my  purchafe 
till  next  morning,  and  thought  of  no- 
thing but  making  a  good  (upper,  to  in- 
demnify me  for  the  forry  meals  I  had 
made  fince  my  deliverance  from  the 


CHAP.     XV. 

OF  THE  MANNER  IN  WHICH  GIL 
BLAS  DRESSED  HIMSELF.  OF 
THE  NEW  PRESENT  HE  RE- 
CEIVED FROM  THE  LADY,  AND 
THE  EO^UIPAGE  IN  WHICH  HE 
DEPARTED  FROM  BURGOS. 

THEY  brought  for  my  (upper  a 
huge  frica(fee  of  (heep-trotters, 
which  I  picked  to  the  bones  j  and  ha- 
ving drank  in  proportion,  betook  my- 
felf  to  reit.  As  I  had  the  convenience 
of  a  good  bed,  I  was  in  hopes  of  en- 
joying a  found  deep:  but  for  all  that, 
could  not  clofe  my  eyes;  my  thoughts 
being  ingrofled  in  detenu ining  upon 
the  drefs  I  was  to  chufe.  «  What 
muft  I  do  ?'  faid  I  to  my  felf ;  *  pro- 
fecute  my  firft  defign,  buy  a  caflbck, 
and  go  to  Salamanca  in  queft  of  a 
tutor's  place?  But  why  fliould  I  take 
the  habit  of  a  licentiate?  Am  I  am- 
bitious of  confecrating  myfelf  to  the 
church  ;  or  have  I  the  leaft  bias  that 
way?  No.  I  feel  myfelf,  on  the 
contrary,  quite  othei wife  inclined  : 
I  will  turn  gentleman,  and  endea- 
vour to  make  my  fortune  in  the 
world.* 

Having  refoJved  upon  this,  I  longed 
for  day  with  the  utmoft  impatience  j- 
and  no  fooner  perceived  the  glimpfe  of 
light,  than  I  got  up,  and  made  fo 
much  noife  in  the  inn,  that  I  wakened 
all  thofe  who  were  afleep.  I  called  the 
waiters,  who  were  (till  a-bed,  and 
who  loaded  me  with  curfes,  by  way  of 
anfwer.  They  were  obliged  to  rife, 
however,  and  I  gave  them  no  quarter, 
until  one  of  them  had  gone  for  a  bro- 
ker, who  foon  appeared,  followed  by 
two  apprentices,  carrying  each  a  great 
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green  bag  on  his  moulders.     He  fa- 
luted  me  with  great  civility,  faying, 
Signior  Cavalier,  you  are  very  hap- 
py in   having  applied  to  me  rather 
than   to  any  other  body.      I  don't 
chufe  to  difparage  my  brethren .  God 
forbid  that  I  mould  prejudice  their 
reputation  in  the  lead;  but  between 
you  and  me,  there's  no  confcience  a- 
mong  them.     They  are  all  as  aban- 
doned as  Jews.     I  am  the  only  ho- 
neft  broker  in  town.     I  confine  my- 
felf  to  a  moderate  profit;  being  fa- 
tisfied  with  a  pound  in  the  milling— 
I   mean,    a   milling  in  the  pound. 
Thank  Heaven  !    I  deal  upon   the 
fquare  with  all  mankind.1 
The   broker,    after  this   preamble, 
which  I  took  for  gofpel,  ordered  his 
men  to  untie  the  bundles,  and  (hewed 
me  fuits  of  all  colours.     Some  which 
were  of  plain  cloth  I  rejected  with  dif- 
dain,  as  being  too  mean  j    but  they 
made  me  try  one  which  feemed  to  have 
been  made  exaftly  for  my  (hape,  and 
which    ftruck    my    fancy,    although 
fomewhat  worn .    It  confifttd  of  a  dou- 
blet  with   (lamed   (leeves,    a  pair   of 
breeches,  and  a  cloak,  the  whole  of 
blue   velvet  embroidered   with   gold. 
Fixing  on  this,  I  cheapened  it,  and 
the  broker,  perceiving  I  was  bent  up- 
on it,  obferved  that  I  had  an  excellent 
tafte.      <    Odds   bodikins!'   cried  he, 
'  one  may  fee  you  know  what  you  are 
'  about.     I  can  tell  you  that  fuit  was 

*  made  for  one  of  the  greateft  lords  in 
'  the  kingdom,  who  never  had  it  three 
'  times  on   his  back.     Examine  the 
c  velvet,  nothing  can  be  finer;  and  as 

*  for  the  embroidery,  you  nut  ft  con- 
'  fefs  the  work  is  oxquifite.'— <  What 
«  will  you  fell  it   for?'  faid  I.     He 
anfwered,    <   Sixty   ducats:    I   am  a 
'  rogue  if  I  have  not  refufed  the  mo- 
'  ney.'     The  alternative    was   plain. 
I  offered  five-and-forty,  which  might 
be   about  double  the  value.     *   Mr. 
'  What-d'ye-call    'um,'    replied    the 
broker,  with  an  air  of  indifference; 
'  I  neve*  exa£l  too  much.     I  am  al- 

*  ways  at  a  word.     Here,'  continued 
he,  (hewing  one  fome  of  thofe  I  had  re- 
filled,, *  buy  this;  I'll  fell  it  a  penny- 

*  worth.'      This  was  only  to  excite 
my  defire  of  purchafmg  that  which  I 
had  cheapened;  and  accordingly,  ima- 
gining that  he  would  not  abate  one 
fanning  of  his  price,  I  counted  into 
his  hand  the  fixty  ducats.     When,  he 

law 
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fv.v  me  part  with  them  fo  eafily,  I  be- 
m  fpite  of  his  K  alted  honelty, 
lie  wifhcd  that  lie  hud  a  iked  a  great 
tlcal  more:  pretty  well  f:tti;fie<l,  how- 
ever, with  having  gained  nineteen  fhil- 
in  the  pound,  lie  went  away, 
\vith  his  apprentices,  whom  I  had  not 
forgotten. 

Having  now  a  very  hnndfome  cloak, 
doublet,  and  breeches,  1  ipent  the  reft 
of  the  morning  in  providing  other  ne- 
ceffaries.  I  bought  a  hat,  iilk  ftock- 
ings,  ihoes,  linen,  and  a  fword  :  afur 
which,  having  d relied,  what  infinite 
pleafure  had  1  in  beholding  myfelf  fo 
well  equipped!  My  eyes  (to  ule  the 
expreffion)  could  not  fuificientiy  glut 
thenii'elves  with  my  attire  !  never  pea- 
cock contemplated  his  own  feathers 
with  more  fatisfaclion.  That  very  day 
I  made  my  fecond  vifitto  Donna  Men- 
cia,  who  (h'il  received  me  very  kindly, 
and  thanked  me  again  for  the  fervice  I 
had  done  her.  On  th?.t  icore,  many 
-compliments  puffed  on  both  fides  5  af- 
ter which,  wifhing  me  all  happinefs, 
fhe  bade  me  farewel,  and  retired  with- 
out giving  me  any  thing  but  a  ring 
worth  thirty  piftoles,  which  Hie  defired 
me  to  keep  in  remembrance  of  her. 

I  locked  very  blank  with  my  ring, 
having  laid  my  account  with  receiving 
a  much  more  confiderable  prefent,  and 
trudged  back  to  my  lodgings  in  a  brown 
ftudy,  little  fatisfied  with  the  lady's  ge- 
nerofity.  But  juft  as  I  entered  the  inn, 
a  man  who  had  followed  meal)  the  way, 
came  in  Jikewife,  and  laying  alkie  the 
cioak  in  which  he  was  mu  tiled  up,  clif- 
covered  a  great  bag  under  his  arm.  At 
the  apparition  of  this  bag,  which  had 
all  the  air  of  being  full  of  money,  I, 
as  well  as  fome  other  people  who  were 
prelcnt,  its  red  with  our  eyes  wide  open  ; 
and  I  thought  I  heard  the  voice  of  an 
angel,  when  the  man,  laying  the  bag 
upon  a  table,  pronounced,  *  Signior 
'  Gil  Bias,  here  is  feme-thing  that  my 
'  Lady  Marchioncfs  has  fent  you/  I 
made  many  piofcuml  bows  to  thebear- 
:.,m  I  overwhelmed  with  civility  } 
and  h  :  was  no  fooner  gone,  than  I 
darted  upon  the  bag  like  a  hawk  upon 
his  prey;  and  carrying  it  to  my  cham- 
ber, untied  it,  without  lofs  of  time, 
and  found  in  it  a  thouland  ducats.  I 
had  juft  made  an  end  of  counting  them, 
when  my  landlord,  who  had  heard 
what  the  porter  laid,  came  in  to  fee  the 
contents  of  the  bag.  Thunderltruck 


at  the  fight  of  my  coin  fpread  upon  the 
table,    *  Zounds,'  cried  he,  «  what  a 
valt   fum   of  money   is   here  !    You 
nni ft  be  a  devil  among  the  women,1 
.dded  he,  with  a  fatirical  fmile;  «  for 
although  you  have  not  been  four  and 
twenty  hours  in  Burgos,  you  have  a 
marchionefs    already   under  contri- 
bution.' 

This  difcourfe  did  not  difguft  me; 
I  was  tempted  to  leave  Majuelo  in  his 
miftake,  which^lready  gave  me  a  fen- 
fible  pleafure;  16  that  I  do  not  won- 
der  that    young   fellows    love  to  be 
thought  men  of  intrigue.     My  inno- 
cence, however,  got  the  better  of  my 
vanity;     I   undeceived   my    landlord,, 
and  recounted  the  ftory  of  Donna  Men- 
cia,  to  which  he  liftened  with  great 
attention.     I  then  difclofed  the  itate 
of  my  affairs;  and,  as  he  feemed   to 
intereft  himfelf  in  my  behalf,  begged 
the  afliftance  of  his  advice.     Having 
mufed  a  while,  «  Signior  Gil  Bias/ 
faid  he,  '  I  have  a  regard  for  you  ; 
and  fince  you  have  confidence  enough 
in  me,  to  unbofom  yourfelf  in  this 
manner,    I  will,    without   flattery, 
tell  you  what  I  think  you  are  fitteft 
for.     As  you  feem  defigned  by  na- 
ture for  the  court,  I  advife  you  to  go 
thither,  and  attach  yourfelf  to  fome 
grandee  :  but  be  fure  either  to  med- 
dle in  his  concerns,  or  enter  into  his 
pleafures;    otherwife  you  (will  lofe 
your  time.    I  know  the  great.  They 
look  upon  the  zeal  and  attachment 
of  an  honeft  man  as  nothing  at  all ; 
and  mind  only  fuch  as  are  neceffary 
to  them.     But  you  have  another  re- 
fourcej*    continued   he,    '  you   are 
young  and    handfome ;    and    thefc 
qualifications    alone,     without    the 
lead  glimpfe  of  underftanding,  are 
more  than  fufiicient  to  captivate  a 
rich  widow,  or  fome  fine  lady  un- 
happily mariied  :   it'  love  ruins  gen- 
tium n  of  fortune,  it  often  maintains 
thole  who  have  none.     It  is  my  ad- 
vice, therefore,  that  you  go  to  Ma- 
drid ;  but  you  mull  by  no  means  ap- 
pear without  attendants  :  they  judge 
there,  as  in  other  places,  by  appear- 
ance; and  you  will  be  confidcred  on- 
ly  in  proportion  to  the  figure   vbu 
make.     I  will  recommend  a  ferVant 

to    you a  faithful   domeftick — a 

prudent,  fober  fellow — in  one  word, 
a  man  of  my  own  making.     Pur- 
chafe  a  coupl«  of  mules,   one  for 
<  your- 
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*vyourfelf,  and  another  for  him,  and 
*  NJet  out  as  loon  as  poflible.' 

This  advice  was  too  much  to  my 
own  tafte,  to  be  neglecled  :  I  therefore 
next  morning  bought  two  handlbme 
mules,  and  hired  the  fervant  he  had 
recommended  :  he  was  a  fellow  thirty 
years  old,  of  a  fimple,  religions  a- 
fpe&,  born  (as  he  faid)  in  the  king- 
dom of  Gallicia;  his  name  was  Am- 
brofe  de  Lamela  :  far  from  being  felf- 
ifh,  like  other  fervants,  he  made  no 
words  about  his  wages,  but  allured  me 
he  would  be  contented  with  what  in 
my  goodnefs  I  (hould  think  proper  to 
beftow.  Having  provided  myfelf  like- 
wife  with  boot?,  and  a  portmanteau  to 
hold  my  linen  and  cam,  I  cleared 
with  my  landlord,  and  early  next 
morning  fet  out  from  Burgos,  on  my 
way  to  ftjadrid. 


CHAP.     XVI. 

SHEWS  THAT  WE  OUGHT  NOT  TO 
TS.UST  TOO  MUCH  TO  PROSPE- 
RITY. 

WE  flept  the  firft  night  at  D.ucn- 
nas,  and  arriving  at  Vallado- 
lid  the  day  following,  about  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  alighted  at 
an  inn,  which  feemed  one  of  the  beft 
in  town.  I  left  the  care  of  my  mules 
to  my  lacquey,  and  going  up  flairs  in- 
to a  chamber,  whither  I  ordered  a  fer- 
vant of  the  houle  to  bring  my  port- 
manteau, felt  myfelf  a  little  fatigued, 
and  without  taking  off  my  boots, 
threw  myfelf  on  the  bed,  where  I  fell 
afleep  infenfibly.  It  being  almoft 
night  when  I  waked,  I  called  for  Am- 
brofe,  who  was  gone  out,  but  return- 
ed in  a  little  time  j  when  lalked  where 
he  had  been,  he  replied,  with  a  pious 
air,  that  he  was  juft  come  from  church, 
where  he  had  been  to  return  thanks  to 
Heaven,  for  having  preferved  him  from 
all  evil  accidents  on  the  road  from 
Burgos  even  unto  Valladolid :  I  ap- 
proved of  his  conduct,  and  bade  him 
order  a  fowl  to  the  fire  for  my  fupper. 
At  that  very  inftant,  my  landlord 
entered  with  a  taper  in  his  hand,  light- 
ing in  a  lady,  who  feemed  more  hand- 
fome than  young,  and  very  richly  drefl- 
ed  ;  Ihe  was  fquired  by  an  old  u  flier, 
and  a  little  blackamoor  carried  her 
train.  I  was  not  a  little  furpriacd  when 


this  lady,  after  having  made  a  low 
curtfey,  alked  if  I  was  not  Signior  Gil 
Bias  of  Santillane  ;  to  which  I  had 
no  fooner  anfwered  in  the  affirmative, 
than  flie  quitted  her  attendant,  and  em- 
braced me  with  a  tranfport  of  joy,  that 
redoubled  ray  aftonimment.  *  BlelTed 

*  be  Heaven,'  cried  me,  *  for  this  meet- 

*  ing  !    You   are  the  perfon,  Signior 
'  Cavalier  j  you  are  the  very  perfon  I 
1  was  in  queft  of.'    At  this  preamble, 
I  thought  of  the  pirante  at  Pennaflor, 
and  began  to  look  upon  the  lady  as  a 
downright  bite  ;  when  I  was  induced 
to   think  more   favourably  of  her  by 
what   followed.     *  I  am,'  added   me, 

covtfin-german  to  Donna  Mencia  of 
Mofquera,  who  has  been   fo  much 
obliged  to  you  j  and  received  a  letter 
from  her  this  morning,  importing, 
th?.t  having  heard  you  was  going  to 
Madrid,    I  would  oblige  her  very 
much  by  treating  you  handfomel}'1, 
provided  you  mould  pals  this  way : 
I  have  been   running  all    over  the 
town  thefe  two  hours,  inquiring  from 
inn   to  inn,  about  all   the  ftrangers 
that  arrived  ;  and  by  the  defcription 
your  landlord  gave  me  of  you,  I  ima- 
gined you  might  be  the  deliverer  of 
my  coufm.     Ah  !  now  that  I  have 
found  you/  continued  Ihe,  *  you  lhall 
fee  how  fenfible  I  am  of  the  fervices 
you  have  done  my    family,  and  in 
particular,  to  my  dear  coufm.    You 
lhail  come  to  my  houle  immediately, 
(if  you   pleafe)  where  you   will  be 
snore  conveniently  lodged  than  here.' 
I  would  have  excufed  myfelf,  by  re- 
prefenting  to  the  lady,  that  I  mould 
incommode  her  family;  but  there  was 
no  refitting  her  importunities  :    there 
was  a  coach  waiting  for  us  at  the  door, 
in  which  Ihe  took  care  to  fee  my  port- 
manteau lecured  j  *  Becaufe/  laid  fhe, 
*  there  are  a  great  many  rogues  in  Val- 
'  ladolid  :'  an  obfervation  I  found  but 
too  true  !    In  Ihort,  I  went   into  the 
coach  along  with  her  and  her  fquire, 
and  fuffered  myfelf  to  be  carried  away 
from  the  inn  j  to  the  mortification  of 
the  landlord,  who,    by  thefe    means, 
found  himfelf  difappointed  of  the  mo- 
ney which  he  expected  I  would  fpend 
at  his  houie. 

Our  coach  having  rolled  fome  time> 
flopped  at  a  pretty  large  houfe,  where 
we  alighted,  and  went  up  flairs  into  a 
handfome  apartment,  lighted  by  twen- 
ty er  thirty  wax -can dies.  We  patted 
F  through 
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through  a  good  many  fervants,  of  whom 
the  lady  aiked,  if  Don  Raphael  was 
come  yet ;  and  was  anfwered  in  the 
negative:  upon  which,  addrerling  her- 
Jelf  to  me,  '  Signior  Gil  Bias,'  fa  id 
/he,  '  I  have  a  brother  whom  I  expect 

*  this   evening  from  a  villa  we  have 
e  two  leagues  from  this  :   he  will   be 
'  very  agreeably  fin-prized,  to  find   in 
'  this  houi'e  A  gentleman  to  whom  our 
'   whole  fa-.nily  is  fo  much  indebted.' 
f  ;.c  had  fcarce  i'poke  thefe  words,  when 
we   heard   a  noifc   below,  which    (we 
were  told)   was  occasioned   by  the  ar- 
rival of  Don  Raphael  ;   and  that  cava- 
]j>er,  who  was  a  young  man  of  a  good 
(Rape   and   genteel   addrefs,    appeared 
foon  after.  «  Brother,'  faid  the  lady  to 
him,  '  |    am   extremely  glad  of  your 

<  return!   you  will  a  frill  me  in  doing 

*  honour  to  Signior  Gil  Bias  of  San- 

<  tiilane;  to  whom  we  canneverenough 

*  (hew  our  gratitude,  for  what  he  has 
'  done  in   behalf  of  our  kinfwoman 

<  Donna  Mencia  :    there,1  added  me, 
giving  him   a    letter,   '  you  may  read 

*  what  fhe  has  wrote  on  the   fubjecT:.' 
Don  Raphael  opening  the  letter,  pro- 
pounced  thefe  words  aloud. 


'  MY  DEAR  CAMILLA, 

'QIGNIOR  Gil  Bias  of  Santil- 
O  '  lane,  who  preferved  my  honour, 
as  well  as  my  life,  has  fet  out  for 
court;  and  as  he  will,  doubtlefs, 
pafs  through  Valladolid,  I  conjure 
you,  by  the  blood,  and  ftill  more  by 
the  fiier.dfhip  that  unites  us,  to  fhew 
him  ail  the  refpe6t  in  your  power, 
and  detain  him  fome  time  in  your 
family.  I  flatter  my  fell',  that  you 
will  give  me  that  fatisfaflion  ;  nnd 
th?t  my  deliverer  will  receive  ail 
manner  of  civility  from  you  and  my 
coufin  D  n  Raphael.  At  Burgos, 
your  aii^fftionate  kinfwoman, 

'  DONNA  MENCIA.' 

'  How  !'  cried  Don  Raphael,  '  is  this 

*  the   gentleman  to  whom  my  confm 
'  owes  herhononrand  life  ?  ah  !  Hea- 

•  ven  be  prailed   foi    this    h;.ppy   ren- 
'  counter  !'  So  frying,  he  approached  ; 
and  cMping  me  in  his  r.rms,     '  What 
'   joy  do  I  frel,'  faid  lie,   \  in   embra- 
1  ring  Signior  Gil  Bias  of  Santillane  ! 
»  my  couiin  tlic  marchicnzis  had  IK>  oc- 


cafion  to  lay  fuch  injunctions  upon  us: 
it  would  have  been  fufficicnt  to  Ictus 
know,  that  you  was  to  pafs  through 
Valladolid;   my   fifter   and    I    know 
very  well   how   to   behave  ourfelves 
towards  a  gentleman,  who  has  per- 
formed   fuch   an  important  piece  of 
fervice  to   the  perlbn   for  whom,  of 
all  our  family,  we  have  the  moft  ten- 
der regard.'     I  anfwered  as  well  as 
I  could,   to  thefe  compliments,  which 
were  followed    by  a  great  many  more 
of  the  fame  nature,  and  interfperftd 
with  a  thoufand  careffes  :  after  which, 
perceiving  that  my  boots  were  ftiil  on, 
they  ordered  their  fervants  to  pull  them 
off;  and  we  went  into  another  room, 
where  the  cloth  being  laid,  the  gentle- 
man, lady,  and  I,  fat  down  to  iupper; 
during   which,    they   faid  a   thoufand 
obliging  things  to   me  :   not    a  word 
efcaped  me,  which  they  did  not  repeat 
as  an  admirable  (troke  of  wit  ;   and  it 
was  furpriwhg  (o  fee  how  attentive  they 
were  in  prelenting  me  with  all  the  dain- 
tiett  morfels.  Don  Raphael  drank  fre- 
quently to  the  health  of  Donna  Meri- 
cia,    in   which  I    followed  his   exam- 
ple;   and   I    imagined    that  Camilla, 
who  did  us  julticc,  ibmetimes   threw 
certain  very  lignificant  looks  at  me.     I 
even  obferved  that  fhe  chofe  proper  op- 
portunities of  fo  doing,  as  if   Ihe  had 
been  afraid  that  her  brother  would  per- 
ceive it.     This  was  enough  to  j>orfuade 
me  of  the  lady's  being  (mitten  ;   and  I 
flattered  myielf'with  the  hopes  of  pro- 
fifing  by   that   difcovery,  during    my 
fhort  ftay   at  Valladolid.     This  hope 
induced  me  to  yield,  without  difficulty, 
to  their  intrenties,  when  they  requefted 
me  to   fpcnd   a   few  days  with  them. 
They    thanked    me    for  my  romplai- 
fance ;  and  the  joy  which  Camilla  dif- 
covered     on   this  occafion,    coni. 
me   in  the  opinion,  that   I   had  found 
the  way  to  her  hcai  r. 

Don  Raphael  feeing  me  determined 
to  It  ay  with  him  fome  time,  propofcd 
to  carry  me  to  his  count)  y-houfe,  of 
which  he  gave  me  a  magnificent  dc- 
fcription  5  and  talked  of  the  pk-aiures 
he  would  there  entertain  me  with.' 
Sometimes,'  laid  he,  f  we  will  take 
the  divei-lion  of  hnntim-,  iomi-times 
that  of  f;lh;ng-j  and  if  you  Inve  walk- 
ing, we  have  delightful  woods,  and 
us  in  abundance  :  h<  fides,  we 
Jhall  not  want  good  company ;  and 
on  the  whole,  J  hope  you  will  not 
'  grow 
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*  gVow  melancholy  among  iis.'     I  ac- 
cepted his  offer,  and  it  was  determin- 
ed that  we  fliould  go  to  this  charming 
place  the  very  next  day.     Having  pro- 
jected this   agreeable  fcheme,  we  rofe 
from  table  ;  and  Don  Raphael  embrac- 
ing  me,  in   a  tranfport  of  joy,  laid, 

Signior  Gil  Bias,  I  will  leave  my 

fifter   to  entertain  you,  while   I  go 

immediately  to  give  nsceflary  orders, 

and   advertife  thole  people  whom  I 

iittend    mall  be   of  the  party.'     So 

faying,  he  went  out  of  the  room  ;  and 

I  continued  converting  with  the  lady, 

who  did  not  contradict,  by  her  dil- 

courfe,  the  foft  glances  (he  had  thrown 

at  me.     She  took  hold  of  my  hand, 

and  looking  at  my  ring,  faid,  *  You 

*  have  got  a  pretty  diamond  enough, 
c  but  it  is  a  very  fmall  one.     Are  you 

*  a  connoiffeur  in  ftones  ?'     When   I 
anfwered  in  the  negative,  '  I  am  lorry 

*  for  it,'  fays  me,  *  foryou  might  have 

*  told  me  what  this  was  worth.'   With 
thefe  words,    flie  me  wed  me  a  large 
ruby  on  her  finger  ;  and,  while  I  ex- 
amined it,  addeid,  «  An  uncle  of  mine, 

who  was  governor  of  the  Spanifh  co- 
lonies in   the  Philippine  Ifles,  made 
me  a  prefent  of  this  ruby,  which  the 
jewellers  here  in  Valladolid  value  at 
three  hundred  piftoles.' — l  I  believe 
it  is  well  wortlithe  money,'  faid  I ; 
for  it  is  extremely  beautiful.' — 'Since 
you  are  pleafed  with  it,'  (he  replied, 
I  will  make  an  exchange  with  you.' 
And   immediately  (he   pulled  off  my 
ring,  and  put  her  own  on  my  little 
finger.     Having  made  this  exchange, 
which  I  looked  upon  as  a  genteel  way 
of  making  a  prefent,  Camilla  fqueezed 
my  hand,  and  looked  at  me  in  the  moft 
languifhing  manner;  then  ftarted  up 
abruptly,  wiflied  me  good  night,  and 
withdrew  in  great  confufion,  as  if  (he 
had   been    afhamed  of   dilclofing   her 
fentiments. 

Novice  as  I  was  in  gallantry,  I  knew 
vvell  enough  how  to  interpret  this  pre- 
cipitate retreat  in  my  favour,  arid  con- 
cluded that  I  mould  pafs  my  time  very 
agreeably  at  their  villa.  Full  of  this 
flattering  idea,  and  the  prosperous 
condition  of  my  affairs,  I  locked  my- 
felf  in  the  chamber  where  I  was  to  lie, 
after  having  ordered  my  fervant  to 
come  and  wake  me  early  in  the  morn- 
ing; but  inttead  of  going  to  rdt,  I 
gave  a  loofe  to  thofe  agreeable  reflec- 
tions, which  my  portmanteau,  that  lay 


on   the  table,  and  "my  ruby,  infpired 
Thank    Heaven  !'  faid  I  to  myfelf, 
if  I  have  been  unfortunate,  I  an  no 
longer  fo.     On  one  fide  a  thoufand" 
ducats  ;  a  ring  worth  three  hundred 
piftoles  on  the  other  !     My  finances 
will  riot  be  exhaufted  in  a  hurry  !  I 
fee  now  that  Majuelo  did  not  flatter 
me.     I  mail  inflame    the  hearts  of 
a  thoufand  ladies  at  Madrid,  fince  I 
have  made  fuch  an  eafy  conqueft  of 
Camilla!'     The  favours  of  that  ge- 
nerous lady  p  re  fen  ted  themfelves  to  my 
imagination    with   all    their  charms  ; 
and  I  anticipated   the  cliverfions  that 
Don  Raphael   prepared   for  me  at  his 
houfe  in  the  country.     In  the  midftof" 
thefe  pleafmg  images,  however,  Sleep 
did   not  fail  to  (hed  his   poppies  over 
me:  fo  that,  finding  myfelf  dr'owzy, 
I  undreffed,  and  went  to  bed. 

Next  morning,  when   I   awaked,  I 
perceived  that  it  was  already  late,  and 
was  a   good  deal   furprized   that    my 
valet  did  not  appear,  inconfequenceot 
the  order  I  had  given  him  over  night. 
'  Ambrofe,*    foid    I   to  myfelf,     *  my 
'  faithful  Ambrofe,  is  either  at  church, 
'  or  very  lazy  to-day.'     Butlfoonloft 
that  opinion  of  him,  and  coriceived  one 
much  worfe  ;  for  getting  up,  and  mif- 
fing my  portmanteau,  I  fiifpecled  him 
of  having  (tole  it  in  the  night.     For 
farther  information,  I  opened  tlie  cham- 
ber-door, and  called  the  hypocrite  feve- 
ral  times;  at  lalt,  an  old  man  hearing 
me,  came  and  faid,  *  What  would  you 
pleafe  to    have,    Signior?    all   your 
people  departed  from  my  houfe  long 
before  day.'—'  How  !'  cried  I ;  '  your 
houfe  !  am  I  not  at  prefent    in   the 
houfe  of  Don  Raphael  ?'— <  I  don't 
know  who  that  gentleman  is,'  faid 
ic  j  '  but  you  are  in  fu  mimed  lodg- 
ings, and  I  am   the  landlord :  lad 
night,  an  hour  before1  your  arrival, 
the  lady  who  fupped  along  with  you 
came  hither,  and   hired    this  apart- 
ment for  a  great  lord,  who,  (lie  faid, 
travelled  incognito ;  and   even  paid 
me  before  hand.* 

I  was  no  longer  in  the"  dark  ;  I  guefled 
the  characters  of  Camilla  and  Don  Ra- 
phael, and  concluded  that  my  fervant, 
being  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  my 
affairs,  had  fold  me  to  thefe  fharpers. 
Inftead  of  aicribing  this  unlucky  ad- 
venture to  myfelf,  and  confidering  that 
it  would  not  have  happened  to  me,  had 
I  not  been  fo  indifcreet  as  to  unbofom 
F  a  royfcll 
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myftlf  usneceiT.iniy  to  Majuelo  ;  I  im- 
puted all  to  innocent  fortune,  and  cur- 
fed  myfateatboufand  times.  The  owner 
®f  the  houie,  to  whom  I  recounted  the 
adventure,  which  perhaps  he  knew  as 
well  as  I  did,  feemed  affecled  with  my 
flnrrow,  condoled  me,  and  protefted 
that  he  was  very  much  mortified  to  find 
that  iuch  a  fcent  luul  pa  {fed  in  his  houfe ; 
hut,  I  believe,  notwithstanding  all  his 
profefiions,  he  was  as  much  concerned 
in  the  trick  as  my  landlord  at  Burgos  5 
to  whom,  however^  I  have  always  at- 
tributed the  honour  of  the  invention. 


CHAP.     XVII. 


!!OW  GIL  BLAS  BESTOWED  HIM- 
SELF  AFTER  THE  ADVENTURE 
OF  THE  READT  -  FURNISHED 
LODGING. 

HAVING  heartily  bewailed  my 
misfortune,  I  conlidered,  that  in- 
ftead  of  giving  way  to  forrow,  I  ought 
to  animate  myfelf  againil  mifchance  ; 
and  lummoning  all  my  courage  to  my 
affiftance,  faid  to  myfelf,  while  I  put 
on  my  cloaths,  by  way  of  confolation, 

*  I  am  happy  in  that  the  rogues  have 

*  not  alfo  carried  off  my  apparel,  and 

*  fome  ducats  which  I  have  ilill  in  my 
4  purfe  P     I  gave  them  credit  for  this 
piece  of  civility;   and  fold  my  boots, 
which  they  had  been  generous  enough 
to  leave  likewife,  to  my  landlord,  for 
one  third  of  the  money  they  had  coll 
me.  Then  taking  my  leave  of  the  ready- 
furnifhed  lodging,  without  having  oc- 
cafion,  thank  God!    for  any  body  to 
carry  my  baggage,  the  firft  thing  I  did, 
was  to  go  and  lee  whether  or  not  my 
mules  were  at  the  inn  where  I  alighted 
the  preceding  night;  though  I  was  of 
opinion  that  Ambrole  had  not  left  them 
there:  and  I  wifh  to  God  my  opinion 
of  him  had  been  always   as  jult  !   for 
they  told  me,  he  had  taken  care  to  feich 
them  away  that  very  evening; :  where- 
fore, laying  my  account  with  having 
ieen  the  lalt  of  them,  as  well  as  of  my 
portmanteau,  I  drolled  about  the  ihx-uts 
in   a  melancholy  manner,  muling  on 
«vhat  mould  be  my  next  comic.    I  was 
tempted  to  return  to  Burgos,  and  have 
recourfe  to  Donna  Mencia  once  im>n- ; 
but  when  I  rerk-clct!,  that  in  »'•>  doing, 
1  mould  abui'c  the  ^cncrofity  of  the  la- 


dy,  and  at   the  fame  time  be  lookrd 
upon    as   a  booby,    I  relinquished  that 
thought;  fwearing  I  mould,  for  the  fu- 
ture, be  upon  my  guard  again  ft  wo- 
men :  and  I  believe  at  that  time  I  Should 
have  miftrufted  the  chalte  Sufanna.     I 
ca(t  my  eyes  from  time  to  time  upon 
my  ring,  and  when   I  confidered  that 
it  was  a  prefent  from  Camilla,  fighed 
with   vexation.     *  Alas  !'  thought   I, 
though  I  am  no  connoiSfeur  in  rubies, 
I  have  too  good  reafon  to  know  thofe 
who  exchanged  them  ;  and  I  believe 
it  is  not  neceflary  that  I  Should  go  to 
a  jeweller,  to  be  perfuadcd  that  I  am 
a  fool.' 

•  I  was  willing,  however,  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  worth  of  my  ring  ;  and 
accordingly  (hewed   it   to  a  lapidary, 
who  valued  it  at  three  ducats.  Though 
I  was  not  furprized  at  this  estimation, 
I  wi fl;ed  the  niece  of  the  governor  of 
the  Philippine  ISles  at  the  devil  j  or  ra- 
ther,  only  repeated   the  wifli.     As  I 
came  out   of  the  jeweller's  houfe,    a 
young  fellow,  who  was  parting,  {top-, 
ped  to  confider  me.    Not  being  able  to 
recollect  him  at  firft,  although  I  had  for- 
merly been  intimate  with  him,  '  How, 
Gil  Bias  T  faid  he,  *  do  you  pretend 
ignorance  of  me  ?  or  have  two  years 
altered  the  fon  of  Barber  Nunnez  fo 
much,  that  you  do  not  know  him  ? 
don't  you  remember  Fabi  icius,  your 
companion  and  fchool- fellow,  with 
whom  you  have  fo  often  difputed,  at 
the  houfe  of  Dr.  Godinez,  upon  pre- 
dicables  and  metaphyfical  degrees  ?' 
I  remembered  him    before    he   had 
done  fpeaking,  and  we  embraced  one 
another    with   tranfport.      *  My  dear 
1  friend, '    continued   he,   '  how   glad 

*  am   I    to   meet  thee  !   I  can't  exprels 

*  the  joy  I  feel.     But/  added  he,  with 
an    air  of  furprize,    *  what  do  I  feel 
'  egad  !   thou  art  d  re  fled  like  a  prince  I 
1  a  line  fword,  filk  Stockings,  doublet 

*  and   cloak   of   velvet,    embroidered 
'  with     iilver  !       Odd'fniggers  !    this 

*  fmells  ftrongof  i-ntrigues  !   I'll  hold 

*  a  wai;er,   that  thou  Quurtftthc  boun- 

*  ty  of  fome  liberal  old  lady.' — *  You 
«  arc  mistaken,'  laical,   '  for  my  af- 
'  fairs   arc  not  fo  flourishing    as  you 
'   imagine.* — c  Plhaw,  pfhaw  !'  replied 
he,   <)ou   atfe«5l  to  be   a  dole  fellow  ; 

*  that  tine  ruby  on  your   finger,   Mr. 
'  Gil  Eh?,  whence  comes  that,  I  pray 

— '   It   coivcs,'  laid    I,   *  from 

*  an  arrant  jade.    Fabricius,  my  dear 

*  JFabriciu*, 
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<  Fabricius,  far  from  being  in  vogue 
«  among  the  women  at  Valladolid, 
«  know  that  I  am  a  moft  ridiculous 
'  dupe.' 

I  pronounced  thefe  laft  words  fo  rue- 
fully, that  Fabricius  was  convinced 
of  my  having  been  impofed  upon  in 
ibme  fhape  or  other;  and  preffed  me  to 
tell  him  what  were  my  reafons  for  com- 
plaining of  the  fair-fex.  I  was  eafily 
prevailed  upon  to  fatisfy  his  curiofity ; 
but  as  my  ftory  was  pretty  long,  and, 
befides  we  had  no  intention  of  parting 
in  a  hurry,  we  went  into  a  publick- 
houfe,  that  we  might  converfe  together 
more  at  oureafe;  and  there,  while  we 
breakfafted,  I  recounted  to  him  all  that 
had  happened  to  me,  fince  my  depar- 
ture from  Oviedo.  He  thought  my  ad- 
ventures were  extremely  odd;  and  after 
having  affured  me,  that  he  very  much 
fympathized  with  me  in  my  preient  un- 
lucky fituation,  faid,  *  We  muft  con- 
fole  ourlelves,  my  child,  as  well  as 
we  can,  for  all  the  misfortunes  of  life. 
When  a  man  of  fpirit  is  unlucky,  he 
waits  with  patience  for  a  more  fa- 
vourable conjuncture.  One  mould 
never  (as  Cicero  fays)  let  himfelf  be 
fo  much  dejecled,  as  to  forget  that 
he's  a  man.  For  my  own  part,  I  am 
of  that  very  difpofition  :  my  misfor- 
tunes have  not  been  able  to  over- 
whelm me,  becaufe  I  am  always  a- 
bove  the  caprice  of  fate.  For  inftance, 
I  lov'd  a  girl  of  fome  fafliion  at  Ovi- 
edo, who  had  a  tendre  for  me  ;  I  aik- 
ed  her  in  marriage  of  her  father,  and 
he  refufed  me.  Another,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  would  have  died  of  grief ;  but 
I  (admire  the  force  of  genius  !)  car- 
ried off  the  dear  creature :  as  me  was 
pafiioiiate,  thoughtlefs  and  vain,  plea- 
lure,  of  confequence,  always  deter- 
mined her  to  the  prejudice  of  duty. 
I  led  her  a  dance  for  fix  months 
through  the  kingdom  of  Galicia,  from 
whence,  as  I  had  given  her  a  tafte  for 
travelling,  (he  was  defirous  of  going 
to  Portugal,  but  thought  proper  to 
chufe a  new  conductor:  here  was  an- 
other lubjeft  of  delpair;  but,  for  all 
that,  I  did  not  link  under  the  weight 
of  it;  and,  wifer  than  Menelaus,  in- 
ftead  of  declaring  war  again  ft  the  Pa- 
ris who  had  ftole  my  Helen,  I  thought 
rnyfelf  very  much  obliged  to  him, 
for  having  rid  my  hands  of  her,  Af- 
terwards, being  unwilling  to  return 


<  to  the  Alkiries,  that  I  might  avoid 
'  all  expoitulation  with  juftice,   I  ad- 

*  vanced    into    the    kingdom  of  Le- 

*  on;  fpending,  from    town  to  town, 
«  the  remainder  of  the   money  I  had 
'  carried  off  with  my  infanta;  for  we 

<  had   quitted    Oviedo   with    the   full 
«  hand,  and  arrived  at  Palencia  with  a 
c  folitary  ducat,  out  of  which   I  was 
«  obliged  to  buy  a  pair  of  ftioes  j  fo 

<  that  the  remaining  part  could  not  laft 
«  much  longer.    My  Ctuation  became 
c  very  perplexing,  and  I  was  even  re- 

<  duced  to  a  very  ftricl:  regimen  :  there 
«  was  no  time  to  be  loft,  I  relblved  to 
t  go  to  fervice,  and  hired  myfelf  to  a 
«  great  woollen-draper,  whole  fon  was 

<  an  accomplilhed  rake.   Here,  though 

<  I  found  an  afylum  againft  hunger,  I 
«  was  not  a  little  embanafled  :  for  the 

<  father  ordered  me  to  be  a  f'py  upon 
«  the  fon,  and  the  fon  intreated  me  to 
(  aflift  him  in  cheating  the  father.  Be- 

<  ing  obliged  to  determine,  I  preferred 

<  the  intreaty  to  the  command  ;  and 

<  that  preference  coft  me  my  place.    I 

<  afterwards  went  into  the  fervice  of  ai\ 
t  old  painter,  who  would  have  taught 
t  me,  through  friendship,  the  principles 

<  of  his  art;  in   the  demonstration  of 
t  which,  however,  I  was  almoft  famifh-* 
t  ed.  This  gave  me  a  difguft  fo'r  paint- 

<  ing,  and  a  diirelifh  for  Palencia  at 

<  the  fame  time  ;  and  coming  to  Valla- 

<  dolid,  by  the  greateltgood  fortune  in 
(  the  world,  I  got  into  the  family  of 
f  one  of  the  directors  of  the  hofpital, 
«  where  I   now  live  perfectly  happy. 
«  Signior  Manuel  Ordonnez,   my  ma- 
«  Her,  is  a  man  of  profound  piety,  who 

«  walks  with  his  eyes  always  fixed  on*' 

<  the  ground,  and  a   large  roiary  in. 

<  his  hand.     They  fay,   that  from  his 
«  youth,  having  nothing  in  view  but 

•  the  funds  of  the  poor,  he  attached 
«  himfelf  to  them  with  indefatigable 
'  zeal ;  and  accordingly  his  cares  have 
'  not  been  ill  requited  ;  every  thin* 
«  profpers  with  him.     What  a  blefHng 
«  it  is,   that  he  has  made  himfelf  ricK 

<  in  managing  the  affairs  of  the  j.oor!* 
Fabricius  having  harangued  in  thjs 

manner,  '  I  am  very  glad,'  faid  I  to 
him,  '  to  find  tliee  fo  well  fatisfied  with 
'  thy  condition  :  but,  between  you  and 
4  jne,  I  think  you  might  play  a  more 
'  honourable  part  in  the  world.*--— 

*  You   are  miit.ihen,    Gil  .Bias,'   an- 
fwered  he;  *  there  is  no   fituarion    iri 

4  lire 
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life  nlof-«  agreeable  to  one  of  rny  hu- 
mour, than  that  which  I  now  cnioy  : 
the  employment  of  a  lacquey  is 
trouble.'bme,  I  own.  to  a  filly  fel- 
low 5  but  to  a  lad  of  fpirit,  it  is  full 
of  charms.  A  lu  peri  or  genius  that 
to  fervice,  docs  not  confine 
him  lei  f  to  the  menial  circinnttances 
of  his  duty,  like  a  fimpleton  :  he  goes 
into  a  family  to  command  rather  than 
obey;  he  begins  by  (tudying  his 
matter,  he  accommodates  himfelf  to 
his  foibles,  gains  his  confidence,  and 
then  leads  him  by  the  note.  'Tis 
thus  that  I  have  behaved  towards  my 
director.  I  foon  discovered  his  hy- 
pocrify,  and  perceived  that  he  want- 
ed to  p.Us  fora  peribn  of  great  ianc- 
tity  i  I  pretended  to  be  his  dupe ;  that 
coils  nothing.  I  did  more;  I  imi- 
tated him  ;  and  acting  in  his  pie- 
fence  the  fame  farce  that  he  plays 
before  others,  I  deceived  the  deceiv- 
er, and  am,  by  degrees,  become  his 
fa&otum.  Under  his  aufpices,  I 
hope  one  day  to  be  concerned  in  the 
affairs  of  the  poor;  in  which  cafe, 
I  may  chance  to  make  my  fortune 
too  j  for  I  find  myfelf  as  well  in- 
clined towards  them,  as  he  can  be, 
for  his  heart." 

'  Theie  are  fine  hopes,1  replied  I,, 
my  dear  Fahs  icius  ;  I  congratulate 
thee  upon  thy  prolpect :  and  for  my 
own  part,  will  have  recourse  to  my 
former  fcheme  :  convert  my  embroi- 
dered habit  into  a  catfock;  repair  to 
Salamanca;  and,  lilting  myfelf  un- 
der the  banners  of  the  univerfity, 
peiform  the  office  of  a  tutor.' — *  A 
fine  project  truly!'  cried  Fabricius; 
an  agreeable  whim!  What  a  fool 
would  ft  thou  be,  to  turn  pedant  at 
tUyage!  doll  thou  know,  wretch! 
what  thou  art  about  to  do?  Soon  as 
thou  flialt  be  employed,  the  whole 
family  will  have  their  eyes  on  thec, 
and  all  thy  actions  will  be  fcrupu- 
loufly  examined  :  thou  rnuft  be  eter- 
nally under  conftratnt ;  cloath  thy- 
iVlf  with  hypocrify,  and  appear  pof- 
fefTl'd  of  every  virtue.  Thou  wilt 
not  have  a  moment  to  beftow  upon 
thy  pleafures.  Like  a  perpetual  cen- 
for  of  thy  pupil,  thou  mult  p::Js  the 
day  in  teaching  him  Latin,  and  in 
rebuking  him,  when  he  lh;ill  f;y  or 
do'  any  thing  amils;  and  after  fo 
much  labour  and  conltiaint,  what 


<  will  be  the  fruit  of  thy  care?  '.  If  f h<* 

*  little  gentleman   wants  capacity,  it 
'  will  be  laid  thou  halt  not  given'hi-ni 
'  good  education  ;  and  his  parents  will 
4  turn  thec  away,  without  any  recom- 
'  pence  ;  perhaps,  even  without  paying. 
'  thy  appointments.     Don't  therefore 

*  talk  to   me   of    a  preceptor's   polt, 
4  which  is  like  a  benefice  with  cure  of 
'  fouls;  but  commend  me  to  the  em- 

*  ployment  of  a  lacquey,   which   is  a 

*  fimple  benefice,  encumbered  with  no 

*  charge.     When  a  matter  has  vices, 

*  a  iuperior  genius  in  his  fervice  will 
'  flatter  them,  and  often  turn  them  to 

*  his  advantage.     A  footman  lives  in 
'  a  good  family,  without  the  leaft  dif- 

*  quiet  j    for  after    having  eaten  and 
«  drank   his    bellyful,  he    ileeps    like 

*  the  fon  of  a  lord,  and  gives  himfelf 
'  no   trouble    about    either  baker  or 
'   butcher. 

*  1  iliouJd  never  have  done,  child,* 
continued  he,  *  was  I  to  recount  all 
'  the  advantages  of  footmen.  Take 

*  my  advice,  Gil  Bias,  abandon  for 
'  ever,  the  defign  of  becoming  tutor, 
'  and  follow  my  example.' — *   Yes  j 
'  but,  Fabricius,'  laid  1,  *  one  does  not 

*  always  meet  with  directors;  and  if  I 
'  fhould   refolve   to   turn   lacquey,    I 

*  mould,    at  lealt,  cluife    to    be  well 

*  fettled.'—'  Oh  !  you  are  in  the  right,* 
faid  he  ;  *  that  lhall  be  my  bufmels  :   I 

*  will  infure  thee  a  good  place,  if  it 

*  was  for  no  other  reafon,    than    ta 
'  fnatch  a  pretty  fellow  from  the  uni- 

*  verlity.' 

The  approaching  mifery  with  which 
I  was  threatened,  and  the  air  of  fatis- 
f aft  ion  that  appeared  in  Fabricius,  per- 
fuaded  mi  more  than  his  reafons.  1  de- 
termined to  go  to  fervice  :  whereupon, 
!   publick-houfe,   my   com- 
panion f.iid,  '    I  will   conduct  you  to 
the  houle  of  a  perfon  who  is  conlult- 
ed  by  almott  all  the  footmen  out   of 
-,   he  has  Ipics  who  inform  him 
of  what  happrns  in  nil  families;   he 
knows  where  fervants    are  wanted  j 
and  keeps  an  exact  re^ilter  not  only 
of  the  vacant  places,  but  even  of  th* 
good   and   bad  qualities  of  matters  : 
one  who  was  formerly  :>   fnur 
ether;   and,   in 

faort,   'twas   he    who   n  commended 
me  to  the  place  I  n* 
Wi.  t    about    !'• 

t  t" 
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of  Barber  Numez  carried  me  into  a 
blind  alley,  and  we  entered  a  little 
houfe,  where  we  found  a  man  about 
fifty  years  old,  writing  at  a  table. 
Wefaluted  him  very  refpeclfully;  but 
whether  he  was  naturally  proud,  or 
accuftomed  to  fee  lacquies  and  coach- 
men only,  he  had  contracted  an  habit 
of  receiving  people  cavalierly,  and  did 
not  rife  from  his  feat,  but  contented 
himfelf  with  making  a  flight  inclina- 
tion of  the  head.  He  looked  hard  at 
me,  howevez',  and  I  could  eafily  per- 
ceive he  was  very  much  furprized 
that  a  young  man  dreffed  in  em- 
broidered velvet  fhould  want  to  turn 
valet;  he  had  more  renfon  to  think 
I  was  come  to  be  provided  with 
one :  but  he  did  not  continue  long 
in  fufpenfe  with  regard  to  myinten-' 
tion ;  for  Fabricius  accofting  him  at 
once,  faid,  '  Signior  Arias  de  Lon- 
'  donna,  give  me  leave  to  prefent  one 
'  of  my  beft  friends  to  you  :  he  is  a 
f  young  man  of  a  good  family,  whom- 
'  misfortunes  have  reduced  to  the  ne- 
f  ceffity  of  going  to  fervice.  Pray  in- 
'  form  him  of  a  good  place,  and  de- 
'  pend  upon  his  gratitude.' — *  Gentle- 
f  men,'  anfwered  Arias  coldly,  *  this 
'  is  the  manner  of  you  all :  before  you 
'  are  fixed,  you  make  the  fineft  promifes 
'  in  the  world,  but  once  you  are  well 
f  fettled,  you  think  no  more  of  them/ 
— '  How!'  replied  Fabricius,  'do  yru 
'  complain  of  me  !  have  not  I  done 
'  honourably  by  you  ?' — *  You  might 
'  have  done  better  ftill,'  faid  Arias^ 

*  your  place  is  worth  a  clerk's  employ  - 

•  mentj    and  you  have  paid  rne,  as  if 
'  I  had  introduced  you  to  the  houfe  of 
'  an  author.'    Here  I  interpofed;   and 
told  Signior  Arias,  that,  to  mew  him 
I  was  not  ungrateful,  my  acknowledg- 
ment (hot) Id  precede  his  fervice  ;  at  the 
fame  time,  taking  out  two  ducats,  I 
put  them   into  his  hand  j  with  a  pro- 
mile  that  I  would  not  ftop  there,  pro- 
vided I  fhould  find  myielf  in  a  good 
family. 

He  feemed  pleafed  with  my  beha- 
viour, and  faid,  he  loved  to  be  treated 
in  that  manner:  «  There  are,'  con- 
tinued he,'  excelientpofb  vacant,  which 
'  I  will  mention  in  order,  that  you  may 
'  chufe  one  that  is  to  your  liking."  So 
^av!no»  he  put  on  his  fpeclacles,  open- 
ed a  rcgiiter,  which  lay  on  the  table, 
turned  over  ibme  leaves,  and  began  to 


read  as  follows  :  «  AJacq'ufiy  is  want- 
«  ed  for  captain  Torbellino  ;  a  paf- 
'  fionate,  cruel,  whimfical  man,  who 
'  grumbles  inceflantly,  fwears,  belts, 

*  and  commonly  maims  his  fervants.' 
—  *  Let  us  pals  on  to  another,'  cried  I 
at  th*t   picture  j  *  that  captain  is  not 
'  to  my  taite.1     Arias  fmiled    at  my 
vivacity,  and  proceeded  in  this  man- 
ner:  *  Donna  Manuela  of  Sandoval, 

*  a  fuperannuated  widow,  full  of  pee- 
'  vimnefs  and  caprice,  has,  at  preltnr, 

*  never  a  footman  :   fhe  keeps  but  one 
'  for  ordinary,  and  him  never  a  whole 
'  day.  There  has  been  one  livery  iu it 
'  in  the  houfe  thefe  ten  yenrs,  which 
'  ferves  all  valets  who  enter,  of  what 
'  fize  and  fhape  foever  they  may  be  : 
1  but  it  may  be  faid   they  only  try  it 
'  OH  ;  for  it    is  ftill  as  good  as  new, 

*  although  it  has  been  worn  by    two 
'  thoufand  lacquies.  —  Do6lor  Alvar 
'  Fannez,    a  phyfician   and  chymift, 

*  wants  a  fervant ;  his  domefticks  are 
1  well   fed,    handibmely    entertained, 
'  and  have,  moreover,  great  wages  ; 
'  but  he  tries  experiments  upon  them 

*  with  his    medicines,  and    there  are 
'  ofteh  vacant  places  in  his  houfe.' 

'  Oh,  I  believe  it  !'  cried  Fabricius, 
laughing  :  *  upon  my  conference,  you 
'  fliew  us  abundance  of  fine  places  !' — 
'  Have  patience,'  faid  Arias  de  Lon- 
'  donna,  *  we  have  not  yet  done  ;  there 
'  are  ibme  that  I  am  fure  will  pleafe 
'  you.'  Then  he  continued  to  read  in 
thefe  terms.  '  Donna  Alfonfa  de  Soiis, 
(  an  old  devotee,  who  fpends  two- 

*  thirds  of  the  day  at  church,  and  in- 
4  fills  upon  her  footman's  being  always 
'  along  with  her,  has  not  had   a  lac- 
'  quey  thefe  three  weeks. — The  Licen- 

*  tiate   Sedillo,  an   old   canon  of  the 

*  chapter  of  this    city,    yefterday,    in 

*  the  evening,  turned  away  his  foot- 
'  man/ —  *  Halt  there,  Signior  Arias 
'  de    Londcnna,"   cried    Fabricius    in 
this  place,  '  we  will  ftick  to  this  laft 
'  poft.     The  Licentiate  Sedi'lo  is  one 
'  of   my  matter's  friends,  with  whom 

*  I  am   perfectly  well  acquainted  f  I 
'  know  that   he  has  for  houfe- keeper 
'  an   old  devotee  called  Dame   Jacin- 
f  ta,  who  difpofes    of  every  thing  in 
'  the  houfe  :   it  is  one  of   the  beft  fa- 
'   milies   in   Valladolid,  for  a  fervant 
'  who  loves  a  quiet  life  and  good  che.ir: 
'  befuie,    the  canon  is  old  and  infirm, 

*  very  much  fuhjeft  to  the  gout,  and 

<  will 
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will  foon  make  his  will  :  fo  that  there 
is  room  to  hope  for  a  good  legacy. 
What  a  charming  profpecl  for  a  foot- 
man  ! — Gil  Bias,'  added  he,  turning 
owards  me,  '  let  us  lofe  no  time,  my 
lad  ;  but  go  inftantly  to  the  houfe  of 
the  licentiate,  where  I  will  myfelf 
prefent  you,  and  anfwer  for  thy  cha- 


*  racier.'  At  thefe  word«,  for  feat  of 
lofing  fuch  a  fair  opportunity,  we  took 
onr  leave,  in  a  hurry,  of  Signior  A- 
rias  ;  who  afTured  me,  for  my  money, 
that  if  I  fhould  be  baulked  of  thi« 
place,  I  might  depend  upon  fcis  recom- 
mending to  me  one  a&  good. 


END     OF     THE    FIRST    BOOK. 
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CHAP.    I. 

FABRICIUS  CONDUCTS  GIL  BLAS, 
AND  INTRODUCES  HIM  TO  THE 
LICENTIATE  SEDILT.O.  THE  SI- 
TUATION OF  THIS  CANON.  A 
DESCRIPTION  OF  HIS  HOUSE- 
KEEPER. 

were  To  much  afraid  of 
coming  too  late,  that  we 
made  but  one  leap  from 
the  alley  to  the  houfe  of 
tne  °ld  licentiate.  We 
knocked  at  the  door,  which  was  open- 
ed by  a  girl  ten  years  old,  who  patted 
for  the  houfekeeper's  niece,  in  fpite  of 
fcandal ;  and,  afking  if  the  canon  could 
be  fpoke  with,  Dame  Jacinta  appeared: 
fhe  was  a  perfon  already  arrived  at  the 
age  of  difcretion,  but  rHll  handfome  5 
and,  in  particular,  I  admired  the  frefh- 
nefs  of  her  complexion.  She  wore  a  long 
gown  of  coarfe  fluff,  with  a  large  lea- 
thern girdle  from  one  fide  of  which  hung 
a  bunch  of  ke^-s,  and  from  the  other  a 
rofary  of  great  beads.  As  foon  as  we 
perceived  her,  we  bowed  with  pro- 
found refj>e&,  and  ftie  returned  the  fa- 


lute  very  civilly,  but  with  a  modefi 
deportment  and  downcaft  eyes. 

'  Having  underftood,'  faid  my  com- 
rade to  her,  '  that  mafter  Licentiate  Se- 

*  dillo  has  occafion  for  an  honeft  valet, 
'  I  come  to  prefent  one,  with  whom, 
«  I  hope,  he  will  be  fatisfied.'     The 
houfekeeper,  at  thefe  words,  lifting  her 
eyes,  furveyed  me  with  attention  ;  and, 
not  being  able  to  reconcile  my  embroi- 
dery with  the  difcourfe  of  Fabriciusa 
afked,   if  it  was  I  who  wanted  the  va- 
cant place.  c  Yes, 'faid  the  fon  of  Nun- 
nez,  *  it  is  this  young  man  5  who,  not- 

withftanding  his  appearance,  has  met 
with  misfortunes,  that  oblige  him  to 
go  to  fervice  :  but  he  will  foon  for- 
get his  mif-haps,'  added  he,  with  an 
nfinuating  air,  *  if  he  has  the  happi- 
nefs  to  come  into  this  family  j  and 
live  with  the  virtuous  Jacinta,  who 
deferves  to  be  houfekeeper  to  the  pa- 
triarch of  the  Indies/  At  thefe  words, 
the  pious  governante  moved  her  eyes 
from  me,  to  confider  the  polite  perfon 
who  fpoke  j  and,  ftruck  with  his  fea- 
tures, which  were  not  altogether  un- 
known to  her,  *  I  have,'  faid  fhe,  *  a 

*  confufed  notion  of  having  feen  you 

*  fomewhere!  pray,aflift  my  recollec- 
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•  tion.'—  *  Chafte  Jacinta,*  anfwered 
Fabricius,  '  I  am  proud  of  having  at- 
tracted your  notice ;  I  have  been  twice 
in  this  houfe,  with  my  mailer  Sig- 
nior  Manuel  Ordonncz,  dire<5lor  of 
the  hoipital.'  —  '  Ha  !  you're  in  the 
right,'  replied  the  houfekeeper  j  « I  re- 
member it  very  well,  and  recollect 
your  face.  Ah  !  fince  you  belong  to 
Signior  Ordonnez,  you  mull  be  a  lad 
of  worth  and  honefty  :  your  place 
proclaims  your  virtue ;  and  this  young 
man  could  not  have  a  better  recom- 
mendation. Come, 'added  me,  <  I  will 
bring  you  to  fpeak  with  Signior  Se- 
dillo  ;  who,  I  believe,  will  be  very 
glad  to  have  a  lervant  of  your  pre- 
ienting/ 

We  followed  her  accordingly.    The 
canon  lodged   on   the   ground  -  floor, 
which  confified  of  four  rooms,  well 
\vainfcoted  j  in  one  of  which  fhe   de- 
fired  us  to  wait  a  little,  while  flie  went 
into  the  next,  where  the  licentiate  was. 
After  flie  had  (laid  with  him  fome  time, 
in  order  to  give  him  his  cue,  flie  came 
and  told  us,  that  we  might  go  in.  We 
perceived  the  old  goutined  canon,  bu- 
ried,  as  it  were,    in  an  elbow-chair, 
with  pillows  under  his  head  and  arms, 
and  his  legs  fupported  on  a  large  down 
cufbion.     While  we  approached  him, 
we  did  not  fpare  bows  }  and  Fabricius 
being  ftill  fpokefman,  not  only  repeated 
what  he  had  faid  of  me  to  the  houfe- 
keeper, but  likewife  extolled  my  me- 
rit ;  and  enlarged,  chiefly,  on  the  ho- 
nour which  1  had  acquired  in  philofo- 
phical  difputes,  while  i  was  with  Dr. 
Godinez  j  as  if  it  was  neceflary,  that  a 
canon's  footman  fliould  be  a  profound 
philofopher.  Neverthelcfs,  this  fine  elo- 
gitim  that  he  beftowed  on  me,  did  not 
fail  to  caft  a  mift  before  the  eyes  of  the 
licentiate,  whooblerving,  bdides,  that 
I  was  not  difagreeable  to  Dame  Jacin- 
ta,  faid  to  my  recommemier j  *  Friend, 
I   take  into  my  lervice  the  young 
man  whom  thou  haft  brought.  I  am 
fatisfied,  and  conceive  a  favourable 
opinion  of  his  morals,  iincehe  is  pre- 
iented  by  a  domeftick  of  my  good 
friend  Signior  Ordonnez.' 
As  foon  as  Fabricius  faw  that  I  was 
engaged,  he  made  a  low  bow  to  the  ca- 
non, another  fti!l  lower  to  the  gover- 
nante,  and  withdrew,  very  well  fatis- 
fi"d  ;  afrcr  having whifpered  tonic, that 
v/e  flio'.  <-  another  often,  and 

rhat  I  had    nothing  to    do  but  ftay 


where  I  was.  When  he  was  gone,  tntf 
licentiate  aflced  my  name,  and  reafons 
for  leaving  my  native  country  j  and  by 
thefe  queltions  engaged  me,  in  prefencc 
of  ]5ame  Jacinta,  to  recount  my  ftory. 
They  were  both  very  much  diverted, 
efpecially  with  the  account  of  my  laft 
adventure  ;  Camilla  and  Don  Raphael 
tickling  them  fo  much,  that  it  was  like 
to  have  coft  the  old  canon  his  life  ;  for 
while  he  laughed  with  all  his  force,  he 
was  feized  with  fuch  a  violent  fit  of 
coughing,  that  I   imagined    it  would 
have  been  his  laft.    As  he  had  not  yet 
made  his  will,  you  may  eaiily  guefs 
how    his    houfekeeper  was   alarmed: 
trembling  and   aftoniflied,  flie  ran  te 
the  afliftanceof  the  good  man,  rubbed 
his  forehead,  and  clapped  him  on  the 
back,  as  ispraftifed  with  children  when 
they  have  the  chin-cough.     However, 
this  was  but  a  falfe  alarm  ;  the  old  man 
ceafedto  cough,  and  hisgovernante  to 
torment  him  j  and  I  woxild  have  finifli- 
ed    my  ftory,  had  not  dame  Jacinta, 
who  dreaded    another  fit,  oppofed  it, 
and    carried   me  out   of   the  canon's 
chamber  into  a  wardrobe ;  where,  a- 
mong  ieveral  fuits  of  cloaths,  was  that 
of  my  predeceflbr.     This  flie  made  me 
put  on,  and  leave  my  own  in  it's  room  j 
which  I  was  not  forry  to  preferve,  in 
hopes  that  it  would  ftill  be  of  ufe  to 
me  :   after  which,  we  went  to  prepare 
dinner. 

I  was  not  a  novice  in  the  art  of  drefT- 
ing  victuals,  having  ferved  a  happy  np- 
prenticeftiip  under  Dame  Leonard  a, 
who  might  have  patted  for  a  good  cook  j 
flie  was  not,  however,  comparable  to 
Dame  Jacinta,  who,  for  aught  I  know, 
would  have  gained  the  palm  from  the 
cook  of  the  archbifliop  of  Toledo.  She 
excelled  in  every  thing  :  her  foups  were 
exquiGte,  on  account  of  her  art  in  chu- 
fing  and  mixing  the  different  kinds  of 
gravy  of  which  they  were  compofeU  j 
and  her  haflies  were  feafoned  in  iuch  a 
manner,  as  rendered  them  extremely 
agreeable  to  the  palate.  When  dinner 
was  ready,  we  returned  into  the  ca- 
non's chamber,  where,  while  I  laid  the 
cloth  on  a  table  fet  juit  by  his  elbow- 
ciiair,  the  houfekccper  tucked  a  nap- 
kin under  the  old  man's  chin,  and  tied 
it  over  his  fliouldcrs.  In  a  moment 
after,  I  brought  in  a  mefs  of  porridge 
that  might  have  been  prefented  to  the 
moft  celebrated  director  of  Madrid  ; 
and  two  cowries,  which  would  have 
Stimulated 
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ftimulated  the  fenfuality  of  a  vice-roy, 
had  not  Dame  Jacinta  been  fparing  of 
her  fpices,  for  fear  of  inflaming  the 
gout  of  the  licentiate.  At  fight  of  thei'e 
delicate  dimes,  my  old  mailer,  whom 
I  believed  impotent  in  all  his  mem- 
bers, mewed  me,  that  he  had  not  as 
yet  loft  entirely  the  ufe  of  his  arms  : 
he  helped  to  difencumber  himfelf  of  his 
pillows,  and  chearfully  prepared  him- 
felf for  eating.  Though  his  hand  fhook, 
it  did  not  refufe  it's  fervice,  but  went 
and  came  with  great  expedition }  in 
fuch  a  manner,  however,  that  it  fpilt 
upon  the  table-cloth  and  napkin  one 
half  of  what  was  intended  for  his 
mouth.  I  took  away  the  foup  when  he 
had  done  with  it,  and  brought  in  a 
roafted  partridge,  flanked  with  two 

Suails,  which  Dame  Jacinta  carved  for 
im.  She  took  care  alfo  to  make  him 
drink  frequently  large  draughts  ofwine, 
a  little  diluted  in  a  large  and  deep  fil- 
ver  cup,  which  fhe  held  to  his  mouth, 
as  if  he  had  been  a  child  of  fifteen 
months.  He  fell  tooth  and  nail  upon 
this  courfe,  and  did  no  lei's  honour  to 
the  birds  than  he  had  done  to  the  por- 
ridge j  and  when  he  had  ftuffed  himfelf 
to  the  tongue,  the  devotee  untied  his 
napkin,  replaced  his  pillows,  and  left 
him  quiet  to  take  his  afternoon's  nap 
in  his  chair  j  while  we,  having  unco- 
'vered  the  table,  went  to  dinner  in  our 
turn. 

In  this  manner  did  our  canon  dine 
every  day  ;  who,  for  aught  I  know, 
was  the  greateft  glutton  of  the  whole 
chapter  ;  though  his  fupper  was  com- 
monly more  flight,  confifting,  for  the 
moft  part,  of  a  pullet  and  fome  con- 
ferves.  I  fed  well  in  this  houle,  and' 
lived  a  very  peaceable  life;  paving  on- 
ly one  grievance,  which  was  no  other 
than  being  obliged  to  watch  my  mailer, 
and  pais  the  whole  night  like  a  nurfe. 
I/efides  a  retention  of  urine,  that  obli- 
ged him  to  aik  for  his  chamber-pot  ten 
times  in  an  hour,  he  was  fubjeft  to 
profufe  fweats ;  and  when  thefe  hap- 
pened, it  was  my  bufinefs  to  fhift  him. 
Gil  Bias,'  faid  he,  the  iecond  night, 
thou  haft  activity  and  addreis  j  and 
I  forefee  that  I  mall  be  very  well 
pleafed  with  thy  fervice.  I  recom- 
mend to  thee,  above  all  things,  to 
behave  thyfelf  refpeftfully  towards 
Dame  Jacinta  :  fhe  is  a  wench  who 
has  femd  me  ikef«  fifteen  years  with 


a  fmgular  zeal  j  and  takes  fuch  care 
of  my  peribn,  that  I  can  never  e- 
nough  fhew  my  gratitude  :  where- 
fore, I  own  fhe  is  more  dear  to  me 
than  all  my  relations.  For  the  love 
of  her,  I  have  turned  out  of  doors 
my  nephew,  my  own  filter's  ion,  who 
paid  no  refpeft  to  the  poor  girl  ;  and 
far  from  doing  juftice  to  the  fincere 
attachment  fhe  has  for  me,  the  info- 
lent  boy  treated  her  as  an  hypocrite; 
for  in  this  age,  all  virtue  appears 
hypocrify  to  young  people.  Thank 
Heaven  !  I  have  got  rid  of  the  fcoun- 
drel.  I  prefer  the  love  that  is  mani- 
fefted  for  me,  to  all  the  ties  of  blood, 
and  am  fwayed  only  by  the  benefits 
I  receive.' — '  You  are  in  the  right, 
Sir,'  faid  I  to  the  licentiate  :  '  grati- 
tude ought  to  have  more  weight  with 

us  than   the  laws   of  nature.' 

Doubtlefs,'  he  replied}   «  and  people 
will  fee  by  mylaft  will,  that  I  have  no 
regard  for  my  relations.    My  houfe- 
keeper  will  have  a  good  mare  j  and 
thou    malt  not  be  forgot,  provided 
that  thou  goeft  on  to  ferve  me  as  thou 
haft  begun.     The  footman  whom  I 
turned  away  yefterday  has  loft  a  good 
legacy  by   his  own  folly  5     if  that 
paultry  fellow  had  not,  by  his  mif- 
behaviour,   obliged    me    to    difmifs 
him,  I  would  have  made  his  fortune  ; 
but  he  was  a  proud  coxcomb, who  was 
deficient  in  his  refpecl  for  Dame  Ja- 
cinta; and  an  idlerafcal,  who  dread- 
ed  the  fmalleil  trouble.     He,    for- 
footh,  did  not  love  to  watch  over  me  ; 
and  looked  upon  it  as  a  great  fatigue 
to  fpend  the  night  in  contributing  to 
my  eafe.' — «  Ah,  the  wretch  !'    cried 
,  as  if  the  genius  of  my  friend  had  in- 
pired  me,  *  he  was  not  worthy  of  living 
with  fuch  an  honourable mafter!  alad 
who  has  the  happinefs  of  appertain- 
ing unto  you,  ought  to  be  indefati- 
gable in  his  zeal  j  he  ought  to  make 
a  pleafure  of  his  duty,  and  not  think 
himfelf  fatigued,  even  when  he  fweats 
blood  and  water  for  your  fervice/ 
I    perceived   that  thefe  words  were 
very    agreeable  to  the  licentiate,  who 
was  no  left  fatisfied  with  the  afTurance 
I  gave  him  of  being  always  perfectly 
refigned   to  the  will  of  Dame  Jacinta. 
Willing,  therefore,  to  pafs  for  a  valet 
whom  fatigue  could  not  difpirit,  I  did 
my  duty  with   the  beit  grace  I  could 
aifume,  and  never  complained  of  being 
G  a  up 
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up  all  night;  a  circumftance  which, 
however,  I  found  very  di (agreeable  ; 

ami  had  it  not  beep  for  the  legacy  with 
which  I  fed  my  hopes,  I  fliould  have 
been  very  loon  difgufted  with  my  con- 
dition. Indeed,  I  flept  feme  hours  ifl 
the  day-time;  and  the  governante,  to 
do  her  juttice,  had  a  good  deal  of  re- 
gard for  me  :  this  muft  be  afcribed 
to  the  care  I  took  in  gaining  her  good 
graces,  by  the  mod  complaifant  and 
refpeclful  behaviour.  When  I  \vas  at 
table  with  her  and  her  niece,  whole 
name  was  Inefilla,  I  fhifted  their  plates, 
filled  wine,  and  lerved  them  with  a 
moft  particular  attention;  by  which 
means  I  infimiated  myfelf  into  thc-ir 
friend  (hip.  One  day,  while  Dame 
Jacinta  was  gone  out  to  market,  I'ee- 
jng  myfelf  alone  with  Inefilla,  I  began 
to  converfc  with  her,  and  alked  if  her 
father  and  mother  were  ftill  alive. 

*  O,    not  at  all  P  anfwered  (he  ;  '  they 
'  are  dead  long — long  ago,  my  good 

*  aunt  told  me  fo.     As  for  iny  own 

*  part,  I  never  faw  them.1    I  fincereiy 
believed  the  little  girl,  though  her  an- 
fwer  was  not  categorical  j  and  put  her 
into  fuch  a   humour  of  talking,  that 
/he  told  me  more  of  the  matter  than  I 
wanted  to  know.     She   informed  me, 
or  rather  I  gathered  from   her   artlefs 
chat,  that  her  good  aunt  had  a  very 
good  friend,  who  lived  Jikewife  with 
an   old  canon,  whole  temporalties  he 
managed;  and   that   thefe  happy   do- 
inefticks  expected  to  join  the  pillage  of 
their  matters  by  a  marriage,  the  fweets 
of  which  they  tafted  before- hand.     I 
have  already  obferved,  that  Dame  Ja- 
cinta,  though   fomewhat  fuperannuat- 
«d,  had  ftill  a  frefhnefsof  complexion  : 
true,    indeed,  /he   fpared   nothing    to 
preferve  ir ;  for,  befules  a  gl'ytter  which 
ihe  took  every  morning,  me  fwal lowed 
during  the  d:iy,   aad  when  flie  went  to 
bed,  iome  excellent  jellies  of   her  own 
competing,  and  flept  foundlyall  night, 
v/hil«  I  watched  my  matter:   but  that 
which,  perhaps,  contributed  more  than 
any  thing  to  pieferve  her  colour  from 
fading,    was   an   iffue,  which   Inefilla 
told  me  Ihe  had  in  each  leg. 


CHAP.    IF. 

JN      WHAT     MANNER      THE     CANOK 
WAS    TREATED    WHEN     HE     FILL 


SICK:  THE  CONSEOJJENCE  OF 
IT;  AND  THE  LEGACY  WHICH 
HE  LEFT  TO  GIL  BLAS. 

I  Served  the  Licentiate  Sedillo  three 
months,  without  complaining  of 
the  bad  nights  he  made  me  pafs  ;  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  fell  fick  of 
a  fever,  and  felt  his  gout  increafed  by 
the  pain  which  it  occafioned  ;  fo  that, 
for  the  firft  time  in  his  life,  which  had 
been  long,  he  had  recourfe  to  phyfi^ 
cians,and  lent  for  Dr.  Sangrado,  whom 
all  Valladolid  looked  upon  as  another 
Hippocrates.  Dame  Jacinta  would 
have  been  better  pleafed,  if  the  canon 
had  begun  by  making  his  will,  and 
even  dropped  i'ome  hints  on  the  fub- 
jecl ;  but,  befules  that  he  did  not  be- 
lieve himfelf  near  his  end,  in  fome 
certain  things  he  was  extremely  ob- 
ftinate  ;  I  therefore  went  in  fearch  of 
Dr.  Sangrado,  and  brought  him  to  the 
houfe.  He  was  a  tall,  meagre,  pale 
man,  who  had  kept  the  (hears  of  Clo- 
tho  employed  during  forty  years  at 
lead.  This  learned  phyfician  had  a 
very  folemn  appearance,  weighed  his 
difcourle,  and  gave  an  emphafis  to  his 
expreflions  :  his  reafoning  was  geome- 
trical, and  his  opinions  extremely  fiu- 
gular. 

After  having  examined  the  fymp- 
toms  of  my  matter's  difeafe,  he  faid 
to  him,  with  a  very  phyfical  air,  «  The 
bufinefs  here  is,  to  i'upply  the  dcfecl 
of  perfpiration,  which  is  cbttrucled  : 
others,  in  my  place,  would  doubt- 
Id's  prefcribe  laline  draughts.,  diu- 
reticks,  diaphoreticks,  and  fuch  me- 
dicines as  abound  with  mercury  and 
fulphur;  but  catharticks  and  fudo- 
rificks  are  pernicious  drugs,  and 
all  the  preparations  of  chymittry  are 
only  calculated  to  do  miichief  :  for 
my  own  part,  I  prac'life  n  method 
more  fimple,  and  more  i'ure.  Pray 
what  is  your  ordinary  diet?' — '  My 
ufual  food,'  replied  the  canon,  '  is 
broth  and  juicy  meat/ — '  Broth  and 
juicy  meat !'  cried  the  doctor,  lur- 
>iized  ;  f  truly,  I  do  not  wonder  to 
find  you  fick  :  filch  delicious  victuals 
are  poiloned  plcaiuics,  anil  Inures 
that  luxtiiy  fpre.ids  for  mankind,  in 
order  toiuin  them  the  more  < 
tuiilly.  You  mutt  renounce  ail  p.i- 
l.n.ih'le  food  :  the  moft  falutary  is 
that  which  is  moft  infipid;  for,  as 

•  the 
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c  the  blood  is  infipid,  it  requires  fuch 

*  victuals  as  partake  the  moft  of  it's 

*  own  nature.      And   do    you   drink 
«  wine?'  added  he.     *  Yes,'  faid   the 
licentiate,  *  wine  diluted.' — f  O  !  dilut- 
'  ed  as  much  as   you  pleafe,'  replied 
the  phyfician  :   «  what  an  irregularity  is 
'  here*  what  a  frightful  regimen  !  you 
c  ought  to  have  been  dead   long  ago. 
<  How  old  are  you,  pray  ?' — «  I  am 
'  gom£  m    my  fixtjf-nitlth  year,*  re- 
plied  the  canon.      *  Right,'  faid    the 
phyfician  ;  *  an  early  old  age  is  always 

*  the  fruit  of  intemperance.     If  you 
«  had   drank  nothing   elfe   than  pure 
'  water  all   your    life,    and  had   been 
«  fatisfied    with    fimple     nourishment, 
'  fuch  as  boiled  apples,  for  example, 
'  you    would    not    now    be  tormented 
'  with   the  gout  ;  and  all   your  limbs 
«  would   perform  their  functions  with 

*  eaie.     I  do  not  defpair,  however,  of 
'  fetting  you  to  rights  again,  provided 
'  you  be  wholly  religned  to  my  direc- 

*  tion.' 

The  licentiate  having  promifed  to 
obey  him  in  all  things,  Sangrado  fent 
me  for  a  furgeon  whom  he  named,  and 
ordered  him  to  take  from  my  matter 
fix  good  porringers  of  blood,  as  the 
firlt  effort,  in  order  to  fupply  the  want 
of  peri'piration.  Then  he  faid  to  the 
furgeon,  '  Mr.  Martin  Onnez,  re- 
turn in  three  hours,  and  take  as 
much  more;  and  repeat  the  fame 
evacuation  to-morrow.  It  is  a  grofs 
error,  to  think  that  blood  is  neceiTary 
for  the  prefervation  of  life  :  a  pa- 
tient eannot  be  blooded  too  much  j 
for,  as  he  is  obliged  to  perform  no 
confiderable  motion  or  exercife,  but 
juft  only  to  breathe,  he  has  no  more 
occafion  for  blood  than  a  man  who 
is  afleep ;  life,  in  both,  confifting  in 
thepulfe  and  refpiration  only.'  The 
doctor  having  ordered  frequent  and 
copious  evacuations  of  this  kind,  he 
told  us,  that  we  muft  make  the  canon 
drink  warm  water  inceffantly  j  allur- 
ing us  that  water,  drank  in  abundance, 
was  the  true  fpecifick  in  all  diftempers 
whatever  :  and  when  he  went  away, 
he  told  Dame  Jacinta  and  me,  with  an 
air  of  confidence,  that  he  would  an- 
fwer  for  his' patient's  life,  provided  we 
would  treat  him  in  the  manner  he  had 
prefcribed.  The  governante,  who  pof- 
libly  thought  othtrwife  of  this  method, 
protelted  that  it  fliould  be  followed 
with  the  utmoft  exactnefs.  Accord- 


ingly, we  fet  about  warming  water  witli 
all  difpatch  ;  and  as  the  phyfician  had 
recommended  to  us,  above  all  things, 
not  to  he  too  fparing  of  it,  we  made 
my  matter  drink  for  the  firlt  dofe  two 
or  three  pints,  at  as  many  draughts. 
An  hour  after,  we  repeated  it ;  and  re- 
turning to  the  charge,  from  time  to 
time,  overwhelmed  his  ftomach  witlt 
a  deluge  of  water  :  the  furgeon  fecond- 
ing  us,  on  the  other  hand,  by  the 
quantity  of  blood  which  he  drew  from 
him,  in  lefs  than  two  days  the  old 
canon  was  reduced  to  extremity. 

This  good  prielt  being  quite  fpent, 
faid  to  me  with  a  feeble  voice,  as  I 
prefented  him  with  a  large  glafs  of 
the  fpecifick,  <  Hold',  Gil  Bl.is  ;  giv« 
mt  no  more  of  it,  my  friend  i  I  fee 
plainly  that  I  mull  die,  in  fpite  of 
the  virtues  of  water;  and  though 
there  is  fcarce  a  drop  of  blood  left 
in  my  body,  I  don't  find  myfelf  a 
whit  the  better;  which  is  a  plain 
proof,  that  the  moft  expert  phyfi- 
cian in  the  world  cannot  prolong  our 
days,  when  their  fatal  period  is  ar- 
rived: go,  therefore,  and  fetch  a 
notary,  for  I  want  to  make  my 
will.'  At  thefe  laft  words,  which  I 
was  riot  forry  to  hear,  I  affected  to  feem 
melancholy  ;  and  concealing  the  defire 
I  had  to  execute  his  commiiTion, 
'  WeJl,  but,  Sir,'  faid  I,  «  you  are 
'  not  yet  fo  low,  thank  God,  but  that 
'  you  may  recover.' — *  No,  no,  child,* 
replied  he  ;  *  it  is  all  over  with  me. 
'  I  feel  the  gout  mounting  upwards, 
'  and  death  approaching.  Make  halte> 
*  therefore,  and  do  as  I  bid  thee.'  I 
perceived,  fure  enough,  that  he  chang- 
ed vilibly,  and  the  affair  appeared  fo 
urgent,  that  I  went  out  as  fait  as  pof- 
fible  to  fulfil  his  orders,  leaving  with 
him  Dame  Jacinta,  who  was  more  a- 
fraid  than  I  that  he  would  die  intef- 
tate.  I  went  into  the  houfe  of  the 
firft  notary  I  was  directed  to,  and 
finding  him  at  home,  '  Sir,'  faid  I, 
'  the  Licentiate  Sedillo,  my  matler; 
'  draws  towards  his  end,  and  wants 
<  to  have  his  lall  will  made;  fo  that 
'  there  is  not  a  moment  to  lole.'  The 
notary,  who  was  a  brifk  old  man,  and 
took  delight  in  rallying,  afktd  what 
phyfician  attended  the  canon;  I  an- 
fwered,  *  Doctor  Sangrado.'  At  that 
name,  fcizing  his  hat  and  cloak  in  a 
hurry,  *  Zooks  !'  cried  he,  '  let  us 
'  make  halle  5  for  the  doctor  is  fo  ex- 
*  peditious, 
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*  petitions,  that   he  feldom  gives  his 
'  patients  time   to  lend   for  notaries  : 

*  that  man  has  chouled  me  out  of  a 
'  great  many  jobs.' 

So   laying,     he    followed    me  with 
great  eagernefs,  and  while  we  walked 
together  at  a  good  pace,  that  we  might 
arrive  before  he  fhould  be  at  the   laft 
gafp,  '  Sir,'  faid  I  to  him,  '  you  know 
that  a  taftator  at  the  point  of  death 
is  apt  to  forget  things:   now,  if  my 
matter  mould  not  remember  me,  I 
beg  you  will  remind  him  of  my  zeal 
and  attachment.' — •'  That  I  will,  my 
child,'  replied  the  little  notary  j  *  thou 
mayeft  depend  upon  me  for  that.     I 
will    even  advile  him  to   give    thee 
fomething  confulerable,  let  him   be 
never  To  little  difpofed  to  reward  thy 
fervice.'     The  licentiate,    when    he 
came  into  his  chamber,  had   fliil  the 
life  of  his  fen  fesj  and   Dame  Jacinta, 
who  was  with  him,  her  vifagc  bathed 
in  tears,  which   flic  had  at  command, 
had  played  her  part,   and  befpoke  the 
good  man's  benevolence  ;  ib  that  fhe 
and  I  left  the  notary  alone  with  him, 
and  went  into  the  anti-chamber,  where 
meeting  the  iurgeon  whom  the  doclor 
had  lent  to  make  one  evacuation  more, 
we  flopped  him.  *  Hold,  Mr.  Martin,' 
faid  the  goverjnante,  *  you   cannot  go 
into   Signior    Sedillo's    chamber    at 
prefent ;   he  is  dictating  his  laft  will 
to  a  notary  who  is  with  him  ;  when 
that  is  done,  you  ihall  have  leave  to 
do  your  office.' 
This  pious  gentlewoman  and  I  were 
much  afraid   that  the  licentiate  would 
die  before  his  will  could  be  finifhed  : 
but    happily   for  us,  the  deed  that  oc- 
cafioned    our  difquiet    was  executed} 
and  the  notary  finding  me  in  his  way, 
as   he   came  out,  clapped   me  on  the 
moulder,  faying  with  a  fmile,  «  Gil  Bias 
'  is  not  forgotten.'     Thefe  words  in- 
fpired    me  with  exceflive  joy  j    and  I 
thought  myfelf  ib  much  obliged  to  my 
mailer  for  having  remembered  me,  that 
I  promifed  to    pray  with  all  my  heart 
for  his    foul,  after   his  death,    which 
loon  happened  j  for  the  furgcon  having 
blooded  him  n^ain,  the  poor  old  man, 
who  was   but   too  much  exhaullcd  be- 
fore, expired  almoll  (i 
tion.     As  he  breathed.  -s,  the 

phyfician   came  in,    :. 
fooltfll,  notwithilanding  his  Ion; 
tice  of  difpavhiri^  p  tticp.ts. 
lefs,  far  ii  c  I  moil'* 


death  to  his  watery  draughts  and  evacu- 
ations,he  obfei  ved,  as  he  went  out,  with 
an  air  of  indifference,  that  the  patient 
had  not  loll  blood  enough,  nor  drank 
a  fufficicnt  quantity  of  warm  writer  j 
while  the  executioner  of  this  fublime 
art  (I  mean,  the  furgeon)  feeing  alfo 
that  there  was  no  more  occafion  for  his 
office,  followed  Dr.  Sangrado. 

As  foon  as  the  breath  went  out 
of  our  patron's  body,  Dame  Jacinta, 
Inefilla  and  I,  raifed  a  concert  of 
mournful  cries,  which  were  heard  all 
over  the  neighbourhood  :  the  gover- 
nante  efpecinlly,  who  had  the  greateft 
cauio  to  jejoice,  uttered  fuch  dole- 
ful accents,  that  one  would  have 
thought  fhe  was  the  mod  afflicted  per- 
fon  on  earth  j  and  the  chamber  was  in- 
flantly  filled  with  people  drawn  Jthither, 
more  by  curioiity  than  compaflion.  The 
relations  of"  the  deceafed  no  fooner 
learned  the  news  of  his  death,  than  they 
poured  into  the  houfe,  to  feal  up  every 
thing,  and  found  the  houftkeeper  in 
fuch  affliction,  that  they  imagined,  at 
fir  ft,  the  canon  had  not  made  his  will : 
but  they  foon  underftood  that  there  was 
one  ianclioned  by  all  the  ufual  forma- 
lities j  which  when  they  come  to  open, 
and  faw  that  the  teflatorhad  difpofed  of 
his  bell  effects  in  favour  of  Dame  Ja- 
cinta and  the  little  girl,  they  made  his 
funeral  fpeech  in  terms  not  much  to  the 
honour  of  his  memory  :  they  pronounc- 
ed an  elogium  on  the  devotee,  at  the 
fame  time,  and  even  beflowed  fomc 
praifes  on  me,  who,  I  mud  own,  dc- 
lerved  fome  at  their  hands  ;  for  the  li- 
centiate (reft  his  foul  !)  in  order  to 
make  me  remember  him  as  long  as  I 
fliould  live,  explained  himfelf  in  an  ar- 
ticle of  his  will,  with  regard  to  me, 
in  this  manner.  *  Item,  As  Gil  Bias 
is  a  young  man  of  fome  umlcrlland- 
ing  already,  in  order  to  com  pi  tat 
his  learning,  I  leave  to  him  my  libra- 
ry, all  my  books  and  manufcripts 
without  exception.' 
I  could  not  conceive  where  this  pre- 
tended library  could  be,  having  never 
perceived  any  fuch  tiling  in  the  houfe. 
I  knew  only  of  a  few  papers,  with  five 
or  fix  volumes  that  flood  upon  a  fhelf 
in  my  m-tftcr's  clofet,  and  tlu-l< 

';  icy  ;  though    the   books  could 

not  be  of  any  great  feivicc  to   me,  one 

bnng   intitled,  The  Compleat   Houfc- 

ited  of  Indigefticm  and 

•liodol'C'urcj  the  i eft  were,  The 

Fowi 
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Four  Parts  of  the  Breviary,  which  the 
moths  had  almoft  confumed.  With 
regard  to  the  manufcripts,  the  moft  cu- 
rious contained  all  the  proceedings  of 
a  law-fuit  in  which  he  was  once  en- 
gaged for  his  prebend.  After  having 
examined  the  legacy  with  more  atten- 
tion than  it  deferved,  I  left  it  to  the  re- 
lations who  envied  me  fo  much.  I  gave 
them  back  the  very  cloaths  I  wore,  and 
refumed  my  own  j  claiming  my  wages 
only,  as  the  fruit  of  my  lervice,  and 
refolving  to  feek  a  place  elfewhere.  As 
for  Dame  Jacinta,  befides  the  money 
which  was  left  to  her,  (he  was  in  pof- 
feflion  of  fome  valuable  effects,  which, 
by  the  afiiftance  of  her  good  friend,  (he 
had  found  means  to  fecrete  during  the 
licentiate's  laft  illnefs. 


CHAP.     III. 

GIL  BLAS  ENGAGES  HIMSELF  IN 
THE  SERVICE  OF  DR.  SANGRA- 
DO, AND  BECOMES  A  CELEBRA- 
TED PHYSICIAN. 

IRefolved  to  vifit  Signior  Arias  de 
Londonna,  and  coniult  his  regifter 
for  a  new  place  j  but  as  I  was  juft  go- 
ing into  the  blind  alley  where  he  lived, 
I  met  Dr.  Sangrado,  whom  I  had  not 
feen  fince  the  death  of  my  mafter,  and 
took  the  freedom  to  falute  him.  He 
recollected  me  immediately,  although 
I  had  changed  my  drefs,  and  exprefling 
fome  joy  at  feeing  me,  '  Art  thou  there, 
my  child  !'  faid  he;  '  I  was  juft  think- 
ing of  thee!  having  occafion  for  a 
good  lad  to  ferve  me,  I  imagined 
that  thou  wouldft  anfwer  my  purpofe 
very  well,  if  thou  can  ft  read  and 
write.' — «  Sir,*  anfwered  I,  *  in  that 
particular  I  can  do  your  bufinefs.'— 
Say'ft  thou  fo!'  faid  hej  *  then  thou 
art  the  man  I  want.  Come  to  my 
houfe,  where  thou  (halt  find  every 
thing  agreeable  ;  I  will  treat  you  with 
diftin&ion;  and  though  I  give  no 
wages,  thou  (link  want  for  nothing: 
I  will  take  care  to  maintain  thee 
handfomqly;  and  will  even  difcover 
to  thee  the  great  myfteiy  of  curing 
all  difeafes ;  in  a  word,  thou  (halt 
rather  be  my  pupil  than  my  fervant.' 
I  accepted  the  doctor's  propofal,  in 
hopes  of  making  myfelf  illultrious  in 
phyfick,  under  the  aufpices  of  fuch  a 
learned  mater;  and  he  carried  me 
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home  with  him  on  the  Jnftant,  in  order 
to  initiate  me  in  the  employment,  which 
coniifted  in  writing  the  names  and  pla- 
ces of  abode  of  the  patients  who  fent 
for  him  while  he  was  abroad:  for  this 
purpofe,  there  was  in  the  houfe  a  regi- 
fter, in  which  an  old  woman,  who  was 
his  fole  domellick,  fet  down  their  feve- 
ral  directions:  but.befides  that  me  was 
utterly  ignorant  of  fpelling,  me  wrote 
fo  ill,  that  for  the  moft  part  it  was  ira- 
poflible  to  decypher  her  fcrawl.  I  v.*as 
inverted  with  the  charge  of  this  book, 
which  might  have  been  with  great  juf- 
tice  ftyled  a  regifter  of  the  dead  j  for 
aimoft  all  the  people  whofe  names  it 
contained  gave  up  the  ghoit.  I  inferted 
in  it  (to  uie  the  expreflion)  the  names 
of  thofe  people  who  were  to  fet  out  for 
the  other  world,  as  the  clerk  of  a  ftage- 
coach  office,  regifters  thofe  who  take 
places.  The  pen  was  feldom  out  of 
my  hand,  becaufe  there  was  not,  at 
that  time,  a  phyiician  in  Valladolid  of 
more  credit  than  Dr.  Sangrado,  who 
had  acquired  great  reputation  with  the 
publick,  by  a  pomp  or  words,  a  Iblemn 
air,  and  fome  lucky  cures,  which  had 
done  him  more  honour  than  he  de- 
fer ved. 

He  did  not  want  practice,  nor,  of 
confequence,  money j  which,  however, 
did  not  make  us  fare  the  better,  his 
houfekeeper  being  extremely  parlimo- 
nious  ;  our  ordinary  food  confifting  of 
peafe,  beans,  boiled  codlins,  or  cheefe; 
which  aliments,  he  faid,  were  agree- 
able to  the   ftomach,    as  being  molt 
proper  for  trituration;  in  other  words, 
eafily   brayed.     Notwithftanding  this 
his  opinion,  however,  he  did  not  ap- 
prove of  our  eating  a  bellyful  even 
of  them  ;   in  which,  to  be  fure,  he  was 
much  in  the  right :  but  if  he  forbid 
his  maid  and  me  to  eat  a  great  deal,  he 
allowed  us,  by  way  of  recompence,  fo 
di'ink  as  much  water  as  we  couid  fwal- 
Jow  j    far  .from  reftri&ing  us  in  this 
particular,    he  would  fometimes  fay, 
Drink,  my  children;  health  confifts 
in  the  fupplenefs  and  humectation  of 
the  parts  ;  drink  water  in  great  abun- 
dance :   it  is  an  univerlhl  menftruum 
that  diiTolves  all  kinds  of  fall.  When, 
the  courfe  of  the  blood  is  too  languid, 
this  accelerates  it's  motion ;  and  when 
too  rapid,   checks  it's  impetuofity." 
The  honeft  do&or  was  fo  well  con- 
vinced of  the  truth  of  this  doctrine, 
that  he  himftlf  drank  nothing  but  wa- 
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ter,  though  he  wns  well  ftricken  in 
years.  He  defined  old  age — a  natural 
decay,  that  withers  and  confumcs  us  : 
and,  in  conference  of  this  definition, 
deplored  the  ignorance  of  thole  who 
call  wine  '  the  milk  of  old  men  :'  for 
lie  maintained  that  the  juice  of  the  gi'^pe 
walles  and  dell i  oys  them;  and  with  ^reat 
eloquence  ohferved,  that  this  fatal  li- 
quor is  to  them,  as  to  all  the  world,  a 
treacherous  friend  and  deceitful  plta- 
fure. 

In  fpite  of  all  this  fine  reafoning,  I 
liad  not  been  eight  days  in  the  houfe, 
when  I  was  feized  with  a  loo.'enefs,  and 
began  to  feel  great  diforder  in  my  bow- 
els, which  I  was  rafh  enough  to  afcribe 
to   the  univerfal  dillblvent  and  meagre 
fubfiftence  on  which  I  lived.     I   com- 
plained  of  it  to  my  matter,  in  hopes 
that  he  would  relent,  and  allow  me  a 
little  wine  at  meals  ;   but  he  was   too 
much  an  enemy  to  that  liquor  to  grati- 
fy my  expectation.     *  If  ;hou  feeleft  in 
thyfelf,'  (aid  he  to  me,*  any  reluctance 
to  fimple  element,  there  are  innocent 
aids  in  plenty,   that  will  fupport  thy 
ftomach  againft   the  iniipid  tafte  of 
water  ;  fage,  for  example, 'and  baum, 
will   give   it  an   admirable   flavour} 
and  an  infuiion  of  corn-poppy,   gil- 
liflower  and  rofemary,  will  render  it 
ftill  more  delicious/ 
Notwithftanding  all  he  could  fay   in 
praife  of  water,  and  the  excellent  be- 
verages he  taught  me  to    compofe,  I 
drank  of  it  with  fuch  moderation,  that 
perceiving   my    temperance,     he    faid, 
Why,  truly,   Gil  Bias,   I  am  not  at 
all  furprized  that  thou  dolt  not  en- 
joy  good   health.       Thou    doft   not 
drink  enough,    my  friend.     Water, 
taken  in  finall  quantities,  ferves  only 
todifintangle  the  particles  of  the  bile, 
and  give  them  more  activity 5  whereas, 
they  mould  be  drowned  in  a  c»pious 
dilution.  Don't  be  afraid,  my  child, 
that  abundance  of  water  will  weaken 
and  relax  thy  ftois'tch  :  lay  alidc  that 
panick  fear  which  perhaps  thou  cn- 
tertainelt   of  plentiful    drinking.     I 
will  warrant   the  conftquence  j   and 
If  thou   doft  not   look  upon   me  as  a 
fufficient   bond  fm  an,    O  Ifus  himfelf 
(hall  be  thy  fecvirity.     That  Roman 
oracle     beltows    an    admirable    elo- 
gium  on  water  j  and  afterwards  fays 
in  exprefs  terms,  that  thoi'e  who  ex- 
cufe  their  drinking  of  \vine,   on  ac- 
count of  a  weak  ftwina<h,  do  u  maul- 


'  feft  injury  to  that  organ,  by  ufing 
'  fuch  a  cloak  for  their  own  fenualiry.* 
As  it  would  not  have  looked  well  for 
me  to  flicw  myfelfuntraclable  in  the  very 
beginning  of  my  career  in  phyfick,  I 
feemed  perfuaded  of  his  being  in  the 
right, and  will  even  own  I  was  effectually 
convinced  ;  fo  that  I  continued  to  drink 
water  on  the  guaranty  of  Celfiis,  or 
rather,  to  drown  my  bile  in  copious 
draughts  of  that  liquor  5  and  although 
I  felt  myfelf  every  day  more  and  more 
incommoded  by  it,  prejudice  got  the 
better  of  experience  j  fo  happily  was  I 
difpofed  by  nature  for  becoming  aphy- 
fician.  I  could  not  always,  however, 
refift  the  violence  of  my  diforder,  which 
increafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  I  re- 
Iblved  at  length  to  leave  Dr.  San- 
grado  ;  but  he  inverted  me  with  a  new- 
employment,  which  made  me  change 
that  refolution.  «  Hark'e,  my  child/ 
faid  he,  one  clay,  *  I  am  not  one  of  thoie 

*  harm   and  ungrateful   matters    who 
'  let    their  domefticks  grow  grey    in 
<  their  fervice  before  they  recompence 

*  them.     I  am  well  pleafed   with   thy 
1  behaviour;  I  have  a  regard  for  thee, 
'  and  without  farther  delay  will  make 

*  thy  fortune.     I  will  immediately  dif- 
4  dole  to  thee  the  whole  extent  of  that 
'  falutary  art  which  I  have  profefled 
'  fo  many  years.       Other  phyfician* 

*  make  this  confift  in  the  knowledge 
'  of  a  thoufand  difficult  fciences  j  but 

*  I  intend  to  go  a  fhorter  way  to  work, 
'  and  fpare  thee  the  trouble   of  ftudy- 
'  ing  pharmacy,  anatomy,  botany  and 

*  phyfick  :  know,  my  friend,    all  that 
'  is  required,   is  to  bleed  thy  patients, 
'  and  make  them  drink  warm   water. 

*  This  is  the  fecret  of  curing  all  the 

*  diltempers  incident  to  man.     Yes  ! 
'  that  wonderful  fecret  which  I  reveal 
'  to  thee,  and  which  Nature,  impene- 
f  trable  to  my  brethren,  hath  not  beer* 

*  able  to  hide  from  my  researches,   is 
1  contained   in    thefe   two    points — of 

*  plentiful     bleeding,     and     frequent 
1  draughts  of  water.     I  have  nothing 

*  more  to  impart  ;  thou  knowcft  phy- 

*  lick  to  the  very  bottom,  and  reaping 
«  the  fruit  of  my  long  experience,  ait 
'  become,  in  a  twinkling  as  fkilful  as 
'  lam.     Thou  mayeit,'  continued  he^ 
'  ealc  me  not  a  little  at  prefent  i  in  the 
(  inoming,  thou  (halt  keep   our   regi- 
'  (ur,  and  in  the  afternoon,  go  and  vi- 

*  fit  a  part  of  my   patients  :    while   I 
f  take  care  of  the  mobility  and  clergy, 

•  thou 
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thou  (hall   go  in  my  room  to  the 
hbufes  of  tradefmen  where  I  am  call- 
ed} and  when  thou  malt  have  prao 
tifed  ibme  time,  I  will  procure  thy 
admiifion  into  the  faculty.  Thou  art 
learned,  Gil  Bias,  before  thou  turn- 
eft  phyfician  j  whereas,  others  pre- 
fcribe  a  long  time,  generally  all  their 
lives, without  ever  becoming  learned.' 
I    thanked  the   doftor   for    having 
enabled    me    with    fuch   difpatch   to 
ferve  as  his  deputy;   and,  as  an    ac- 
knowledgment of  his  favours,  affured 
him  that  I  would  follow  his   maxims 
as  long  as  I  lived,  even  if  they  mould 
be   contrary  to  thofe  of  Hippocrates. 
But  this  aflurance  was  not  altogether 
Jfincerej  for  I  difapproved  of  his  opi- 
nion with  regard  to  water,  and  refol  v- 
«d  to  drink  wine  every  day  when    I 
went  out  to  vifit  my  patients.     I  com- 
mitted my  own  cloaths  to  a  peg  for  the 
iecond  time,  and  put  on  a  fuit  of  my 
mailer's,  that  I  might  appear  in  all 
reipecls  like  a  phyfician  j  after  which,  I 
prepared  myfelf  for  exercifmg  medi- 
cine at  the  expence  of  whom  it  mould 
concern.     My   coup  d'ejj'ai  being   up- 
on an  alguazil,  who  was  ill  of  a  pleu- 
rify,  I  ordered  him  to  be  blooded  with- 
out mercy,  and  filled  to  the  tongue  with 
water.      I  went   afterwards  into   the 
houfe  of  a  paftry-cook,  who  lay  roar- 
ing with  the  gout,  and  whofe  blood  I 
was  no  more  fparing  of  than  the  algua- 
2il's  j  taking  care  alfo  not  to  rellricl: 
him  in  the  article  of  water.     For  thefe 
prefcriptions  I  received  twelve  rials, 
which  made  me  fo  enamoured  of  the 
profeflion,  that  I  thought  «  the  more 
«  mifchief,  the  better  fport.'     Coming 
cut  of  the  paftry-cook's  houfe,  I  met 
Fabricius,  whom  I  had  not  feen  fmce 
the  death  of  the   Licentiate    Sedillo  ; 
and  who,  having  looked  at  me  fome 
minutes  with  furprize,  fet  his  hands  in 
his  fides,  and  burft  out  into  an  immo- 
derate fit  of  laughter.  It  was  not  with- 
out reafon ;  for  having  a  cloak  that 
trailed  on  the  ground,  with  a  doublet 
and  breeches  that  would  have  ferved  a 
man  four  times  as   big  as  me,  my  fi- 
gure   was    truly  original.     I  let  him 
laugh  till  he  was  tired,  not  without 
being  tempted  to  follow  his  example  j 
but    I  retrained  myfelf  in  order    to 
preferve  decorum,  and  the  better  ape  the 
phyfician,  who    is   no  rifible  animal. 
If  my  ludicrous   appearance  had  ex- 
sited  the  mirth  of  Fabricius,  my  gra- 


vity increafed  it  $  and  when  he  had 
indulged  it  fufficiently,  *  Upon  my 
confcience,  Gil  Bias,'  faid  he,  'thou 
art  pleafantly  equipped.  Who  the 
devil  has  difguifed  thee  in  this  man- 
ner?'— '  Softly,  friend,'  replied  I; 
foftly.  Learn  to  (hew  more  refpect 
for  another  Hippocrates  ;  and  know 
that  I  am  the  deputy  of  Dr.  S^ngra- 
do,  the  moil  celebrated  phyfician  of 
Valladolid,  with  whom  I  have  lived 
thefe  three  weeks.  He  has  taught  me 
phyfick  to  the  very  bottom  ;  and  as 
he  cannot  in  perfon  attend  all  th» 
fick  who  fend  for  him,  I  affift  him 
in  his  vifitation  :  he  takes  care  of  the 
great,  and  I  of  the  plebeians/ — «  Ve- 
ry well,'  replied  Fabricius  j  *  he  leaves 
the  blood  of  the  commonalty  to  thee, 
while  he  referves  that  of  the  gentry 
to  himfelf !  I  congratulate  thee  upon 
thy  mare  ;  for  it  is  better  to  have  t» 
do  with  the  populace,  than  with  per- 
fons  of  fafhion :  happy  is  a  fuburb 
phyfician  !  his  faults  are  lefs  obferv- 
ed,  and  his  aflaflinations  lefs  known. 
Yes,  my  child,'  added  he,  '  thy  fi- 
tuation  is  to  be  en  vied  j  and,  to  fpeak 
in  the  words  of  Alexander,  if  I  waft 
not  Fabricius,  I  could  wifti  to  be  Gil 
Bias.' 

To  fhew  the  fon  of  Barber  Nunnez 
that  he  had  reafon  to  praife  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  my  prefent  condition,  J  pro- 
duced the  rials  which  I  had  received 
from  the  alguazil  and  paftry-cook  5 
upon  which  we  went  into  a  publick- 
houfe,  in  order  to  fpend  fome  of  them. 
Here  we  were  ferved  with  pretty  good 
wine,  which  the  longing  defire  I  had 
of  tailing  that  liquor  making  me  think 
ftill  better  than  it  was,  I  drank  huge 
draughts  of  it,  and  (no  difparagement 
to  the  Roman  oracle)  the  more  I  filled 
my  ftomach,  the  lefs  did  that  organ 
complain  of  the  injury  it  received. 
Fabricius  and  I  having  ftaid  together 
a  long  time  in  the  publick-houfe,  and 
laughed  heartily  at  the  expence  of  our 
mailers,  as  the  cuftom  is  among  fer- 
vants,  we  parted  in  the  twilight,  af- 
ter having  made  a  mutual  promife  of 
meeting  again  in  the  fame  place  next 
day  in  the  afternoon. 


CHAP.     IV. 

GIL      BLAS      CONTINUES      TO     ACT 
Ttf£     PHYSICIAN     WITH     tQJJAL 

CAPA- 
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CAPACITY  AND  SUCCESS.  THE 
ADVENTURE  OF  THE  RING  RE- 
TRIEVED. 

I  Had  juftgot  home,  when  Dr.  San- 
grado  came  in,  to  whom  I  gave  an, 
account  of  the  patients  I  had  vifited, 
and  put  into  his  hand  eight  rials  which 
remained  of  the  twelve  I  had  received 
for  my  prefcriptions.  *  Eight  rials  !' 
faid  he,  after  having  counted  them; 

*  this  is  a  fmall  matter  for  two  vifits, 
'  but  we  muft  refufe  nothing.'     So  it 
appeared ;   for  he  kept  fix,  and  giving 
me  two,  «  Hold,  Gil  Bias,'  added  he; 
«  there  is  fomething  for  thee  to  begin 

*  Itock  :  I  allow  thee  a  fourth  part  of 
'  what  thou  (halt  get,  and  thou  wilt 
'  be  rich  in    a  very  fhort  time,    my 
'  friend  :   for,   pleafe  God,  there  will 
'  be  plenty  of  difeafes  thisfeafon.' 

I  had  reafon  to  be  contented  with  my 
mare;  becaufe,  refolving  to  detain  al- 
ways a  third  part  of  what  I  mould  re  - 
ceive  from  the  patients,  and  afterwards 
touching  a  fourth  of  what  mould  re- 
main, it  would  on  the  whole  (if  there 
be  any  truth  in  arithmetick)  amount 
to  one  half  of  what  I  mould  earn.  This 
confideration  infpiring  me  with  new  ar- 
dour for  my  protdrion,  next  day  when 
I  had  dined,  I  relumed  my  phyfical 
drefs,  and  going  out,  vifited  feveral  pa- 
tients whom  I  had  regiftered,  and  whom 
I  treated  after  the  fame  manner,  though 
their  diftempers  were  quite  different. 
Hitherto  things  had  gone  fmoothly  on; 
and  nobody,  thank  Heaven!  found 
fault  with  my  prefcriptions  j  but  how- 
ever excellent  the  practice  of  phyfick 
may  be,  it  cannot  efcape  cenfure.  Go- 
ing into  the  houfe  of  a  grocer  whofe 
fon  was  dropfical,  I  there  met  with  a 
little  fwarthy  phyfician,  calledJDr.  Cu- 
chillo,  whom  a  relation  of  the  gro- 
cer's had  brought  along  with  him.  I 
made  profound  bows  to  every  body 
prefcnt,  and  in  particular  to  the  perfon 
who,  I  concluded,  was  called  to  con- 
iult  with  me  about  the  diftemper  of  the 
p:ttient»  he  Jaluted  me  with  great  gra- 
vity, then  eying  me  attentively  for 
ibme  minutes,  '  Signior  Doctor,'  laid 
^ie,  '  pray  excufe  my  curiofity  ;  I 
thought  I  had  been  acquainted  with 
all  my  brethren,  the  phyficians  of 
Valladolidj  but,  I  confefs,  your 
features  are  utterly  unknown  tome  : 
lure  you  mult  not  have  been  long 
Jcttkrd  in  ihi*  city/  I  aniweicd, 


that  I  was  a  young  practitioner,  wJho 
as  yet  only  prefcnbed  under  the  au- 
fpices  of  Dr.  Sangrado.     '  I  congra- 
tulate you,'  faid   he,   bowing,  «  on 
your  having  embraced  the  method  of 
fuch    a  great  man;    and  I  do  not 
doubt,  that  you  are  already  mafter  of 
your  bufmeis,  notwithstanding  your 
youthful  appearance.'    He  fpoke  this 
fo  naturally,  that  I  did  not  know  whe- 
ther he  was  in  jeft  or  earneft ;  and  I 
was  thinking  upon  fomeanfwer,  when, 
the  grocer,  interpofing,  faid,  '  Gen- 
tlemen, I  am  perfuaded  that  you  are 
both  perfectly  well  acquainted  with 
the  art  of  phyfick;  therefore,  pray 
examine  the  fituation  of  my  fon,  and 
prefcribe  what  you  fliall  judge  pro- 
per for  his  cure.' 

Accordingly,  the  little  doctor  en- 
quired into  the  ftate  of  our  patient,  and 
after  having  made  me  obferve  all  the 
fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  aflced  in  what 
manner  I  propofed  to  treat  him.  '  I 
'  am  of  opinion,'  faid  I,  '  that  he 
1  mould  be  blooded  every  day,  and 
'  drink  hot  water  in  abundance.'  At 
thefe  words  the  little  phyfician  faid, 
with  a  fatirical  grin,  '  And  do  you 
'  think  thefe  remedies  will  fave  hi* 

<  life?' — «  Never  doubt  that,'  criid  I, 
in  a  refolute  tone;  « they  muft  certain- 
«  ly  produce  that  effect;  being,  as  Dr. 
«  Sangrado  obferves,  fpecificks  againft 
'  all  kinds  of  diftempers.' — *  At  that 

<  rate,'  replied   he,    <  Celfus  is  very 

*  much  to  blame,  in  alluring  us,  that 
'  for  the  more  eafy  cure  of  a  dropfy, 
••  it  is  requifite  to  make  the  patient  fuf- 
'  fer  both  hunger  and  thirrt.' — '  Oh! 
1  Celfus,'  I  re  fumed,  *  is  not  my  ora- 
'  clej  he  was  as  liable  to  miltakes  ag 

*  any  other ;  and   I   have  fometimes 
«  found  my  account  in  acting  quite 
'  contrary  to  his  opinion.'—*  I  per- 
4  ceive,  by  your  difcourfe,*  faid  Cu- 
chillo,  <  the  fure  and  fatisfactory  me- 
'  thod  that  Dr.  Sangrado  would  infi- 
4  nuate  into  young  practitioners  ;  the 
'    whole    of    his    practice    confifts    in 

*  bite-ding    and    aqueous    draughts  j 
'  therefore  I  am  not  at  all  furprized  to 
'  fee  fo  many  honefl  people  die  under 

*  his  hands." — *  None  of  your  invec- 

*  lives,'  faid  I,  interrupting  him  with 
fume  heat ;  *  it  does  not  look  well  to 

*  henr  a  man  of  your   proRflion  caft 

*  fuch  reflections.     Come,  come,  Mr. 
'  Doctor,    abundance  of   f»ck   people 
«  are  i'ent  to  the  olhei  world,  without 

*   bung 
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being  blooded,  or  drinking  hot  wa- 
ter j  and  I  don't  doubt  that  you  have 
difmifled  your  fhare  of  them.  If  you 
have  any  thing  to  fay  againft  Dr. 
Sangrado,  commit  it  to  paper;  he 
will  anfwer  it,  and  we  fhall  foon  fee 
on  which  fide  the  laughers  are.'— 
By  St.  Jago  and  St.  Dennis  !'  cried 
ic,  in  a  rage;    *  you   are   little  ac- 
quainted with  Dr.  Cuchillo  !  Know, 
friend,  that  I  have  both  teeth  and 
nails,  and  am  not  at  all   afraid  of 
Sangrado,  who,  in  fpite  of  his  va- 
nity and  prefumption,  is  a  down- 
right  ninny.*     The  appearance   of 
the  little  doctor  making  me  defpife  his 
wrath,  I  replied  with  great  bitternefs  j 
he  anfwered  in  the  fame  manner;  and 
we  came  to  filly   cuffs  in  a  very  fhort 
time  :  fome  blows  pafled,  and  each  of 
us  loft  an  handful  of  hair,  before  the 
grocer  and  his  kinfman  could  part  us  ; 
which  when  they  had  accomplished,  I 
was  paid  for  my  vifit  and  difmifTed, 
while  they  retained  my  antagonift,  who 
feemed  to  them  the  more  fkilful  of  the 
two. 

After  this  adventure,  I  had  like  to 
have  met  with  another  as  bad  j  for  go- 
ing to  vifit  a  fat  chaunter,  who  was  ill 
of  a  fever,  I  no  fooner  mentioned  hot 
water,  than  he  fell  into  a  rage  againft 
the  fpecifick,  curfed  and  fwore,  called 
me  a  thoufand  names,  and  even  threa- 
tened to  throw  me  out  of  the  window. 
I  moved  offfafter  than  I  came  in  j  and 
not  chufing  to  fee  any  more  patients 
that  day,  betook  mylelf  to  the  houfe 
appointed  for  the  rendezvous  between 
me  and  Fabricius,  who  was  already 
there  :  and  as  we  found  ourfelves  in  a 
frolickfome  humour,  we  drank  hard, 
and  went  home  in  a  ftate  of  elevation; 
that  is,  half  feas  over. 

Signior  Sangrado  did  not   obferve 
that  I  was  drunk,  becaufe  he  miftook 
my  extravagant  geftures,  in  recounting 
the  quarrel  I  had  with  the  little  doctor 
for  an  effect  of  the  emotion  occafioned 
by  the  battle :    befides,   having    been 
principally  concerned  in  our  difpute, 
he  became  a  party,  and  piqued  at  Cu- 
chillo,   faid;  «  Thou  haft  done  well, 
Gil  Bias,  in  defending  the  honour 
of  our  remedies  againft  that  little  a- 
bortion  of  the  faculty.     He  affirms, 
then,  that  aqueous  draughts  are  im- 
proper   for    the    droply !    Ignorant 
wretch  !  I   maintain — I  do — that  a 
dropfical  patient   cannot  drink  too 
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much.    Yes,  water,'  added  he,  '  can 
cure  all  kinds  of  droplies,  as  well  as 
rheumatifms,  and  the  green -ficknefsj 
it  is  moreover  excellent  in  fevers, 
where  the  patient  burns  and   fhivers 
at  the  fame  time  ;  and  of  incredible 
effect  even   in  thofe  diftempers  that 
are  imputed   to    cold,    ferous,    and 
phlegmatick  humours:  this  opinion 
may  appear  ftrange  to  iuch  raw  phy- 
ficians  as  Cuchillo  ;    but  it  is  eafiiy 
fupported  by  theory    and  practice ; 
and  if  luch  as  he  were  capable  of 
reafoning  philofophically,  inftead  of 
decrying   my  method,   they  would 
become  my  moft  zealous  partizans.' 
He  did  not  therefore  fufpect  my  be- 
ing fuddled,  fo  much  was  he  enraged; 
for,  in  order  to  inflame  him  the  more 
againft  the  little  doctor,  I  had  thrown 
into  my  ftory  fome  circumftances  of 
my  own  invention.  Nevertheless,  fired 
as  he  was  with  what  I  had  told  him, 
he  perceived  that  I  drank  more  water 
that    evening  than  ufual,    the  wine 
having  made  me  very  thirfty.     Any 
other  than  Sangrado  would  have  fu- 
fpected  my  extraordinary  drought,  and 
the  great  draughts  I  fwallowed  j  but 
he  firmly  believed,  that  I  began  to  re- 
lim  watery  potions;  and  laid,  with  a 
fmile,  «  I  lee,  Gil  Bias,  thou  haft  no 

*  longer  an  averfion  to  water.     Hea- 
'  ven  be  praifed  !  thou  drinktlt  it  now 
'  like  nectar  1  a  change  that  does  not 
c  furprize  me  at  all,  my  friend  ;  for  I 
'  knew  that  it  would  foon  grow  fami- 
'  liar  to  thy  tafte/ — «  Sir,'  I  replied, 
'  there's  a  time  for  all  things  :  I  would 
'  not  at  prefent  give  a  pint  of  water  for 
'  an-hogfhead  of  wine.'     The  doctor, 
charmed  with  this  anfwer,  did  not  neg- 
lect fuch  a  fair  opportunity  of  extol- 
ling the  excellence  of  water  ;  but  ut- 
tered a  new  elogium  on  it,  not  like  a 
cold  advocate,  but  with  all  the  fervour 
of  an  enthuliaft.  '  A  thoufand  times,* 
cried  he,  «  a  thoufand  and  ten  thou- 
'  fand  times  more  valuable  and  inno- 

*  cent  than  the  taverns  of  our  days, 
«  were  thofe  baths  of  ages  paft,  into 

*  which  people  did  not  go  to  proftitute, 
'  in  a   fhameful  manner,    their  lives 
«  and  fortunes,  by  glutting  therofelve* 
'  with  wine ;  but  where  people  met 

*  for  amufement,  .and  drank  hot  wa- 
'  ter  with  honour  and  fecurity  !     One 
'  cannot  enough  admire  the  wife  pro- 
'  vilion  of  thofe  mafters  of  civil  life, 
<  who  cftabliihed  publick  places  where 

H  z  <  waitr 
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water  was  freely  given  to  all  comers, 
and  who  fecured  the  wine  in  the 
fiiops  of  apothecaries,  permitting  it 
to  be  uk-d  by  the  prescriptions  of 
phyliciacs  only.  What  fin-prizing 
iagacity  !  It  is,  doubtleisj'  added  he, 
owing  to  fome  lucky  remains  of  that 
ancient  frugality,  worthy  of  the  gold- 
en age,  that  there  are  ftill  a  few, 
who,  likethou  and  I,  drink  nothing 
but  water  j  a.id  who,  as  a  pre.fe.rva- 
tive  from,  or  cure  of  all  diftempers, 
truft  to  hot  water  unboiled  j  for  I 
have  obferved,  that  boiled  water  is 
mo;e  heavy,  and  lefs  agreeable  to 
the  llomach.' 

While  he  uttered  this  eloquent  ha- 
rangue, I  had  like  to  have  laughed  in 
his  face  more  than  once  :  I  kept  my 
gravity,  however — I  did  more  :  I  en- 
tered into  the  doctor's  fentiments,  in- 
veighed againft  the  ufe  of  wine,  and 
lamented  that  mankind  had  contracted 
a  tafte  for  f'uch  a  pernicious  liquor. 
Then  (as  my  thirft  was  not  i'uffi- 
ciently  quenched)  I  filled  a  large  gob- 
let with  water,  and  having  fwallowed 
Jong  draughts  of  it,  '  Come,  Sir,'  faid 
I  to  my  matter,  «  let  us  regale  our- 
'  felves  with  this  benevolent  liquor, 
'  and  revive,  in  your  houfe,  thofe  an- 
'  cient  baths  which  you  regret  fo 
'  much."  He  applauded  my  zeal,  and 
during  a  whole  quarter  of  an  hour,  ex- 
horted me  to  drink  nothing  but  water. 
In  order  to  familiarize  myfelf  to  this 
prefcription,  I  promifed  to  fwallow  a 
great  quantity  every  evening  j  and  that 
I  might  the  more  eafily  perform  my 
promife,  went  to  bed  with  a  refolution 
cf  going  to  tht  tavern  every  day. 

'Ihe  oppofition  I  met  with  at  the 
grocer's  houfe,  did  not  deter  me  from 
prefcribing  warm  water  and  bleeding 
next  day.  As  I  came  out  of  a  houfe 
where  I  had  been  to  vifit  a  frantickpoet, 
I  met  an  old  woman  in  the  ftreet,  who 
accofting  me,  afkfd  if  I  was  a  phyfi- 
cian  :  when  I  anfwcred  in  the  affirma- 
tive ;  '  Well,  then,'  faid  (he,  «  I  mott 
'  bum!>ly  beg  you  will  come  along 

*  with   me  j   my   r.iece   was    yeftetday 
c   taken  ill,  and  I  don't  know  what  is 

*  the  ir.atttr  wiiij  !KT."  J  followed  the 
old  gentlewoman,  who  condu&ed  me 
to   a  houfe,  and    introduced   me  to   a 
pretty  neat  chamber,  where  J  found  a 
perfon  in  bed  j  and  £oir,f;  towards  her, 
in  order  to  enquire  ii-to  the  fymptoms 
•f  her  difcafe,  was  immediately  fti  uck 


with  her  features  ;  which,  when  I  nad 
obferved  fome  minutes,  I  recollected 
her  to  be  no  other  than  the  female  ad- 
venturer who  had  fo  dexteroufly  afted 
the  part  of  Camilla.  As  for  her  part, 
/he  did  not  feem  to  remember  me  ; 
whether  theoppreflion  of  her  own  dif- 
temper, or  my  phyfical  garb,  fecured 
me  from  her  recollection.  Laying  hold 
of  her  arm,  in  order  to  feel  the  pulfe, 
I  perceived  my  ring  upon  her  finger  ; 
at  light  of  which  I  felt  a  terrible  emo- 
tion, and  a  violent  defire  of  attempt- 
ing to  retrieve  it  :  but  confidering  that 
the  women  might  fall  a  crying,  and 
Don  Raphael,  or  fome  other  champion 
of  the  fair-fex,  come  to  their  afliitance, 
I  was  at  pains  to  refift  the  temptation  ; 
and  imagining  it  would  be  better  to 
diflemble,  and  to  take  the.  advice  of 
Fabricius,  ftuck  to  this  laft  refolution. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  old  woman 
prefling  me  to  let  her  know  the  nature 
of  her  niece's  diftemper,  I  was  pot  fool 
enough  to  own  myfelf  ignorant  of  the 
matter  :  but,  on  the  contrary,  affeft- 
ing  the  man  of  fkill,  and  copying  my 
matter's  deportment,  I  told  her,  with. 
great  gravity,  that  the  diftemper  pro- 
ceeded from  the  patient's  want  of  per- 
fpiration  ;  and  that,  of  confequence,  (he 
mutt  be  fpeedily  blooded,  that  evacua- 
tion being  the  only  fubltitute  of  per- 
fpiration  j  I  likewife  prefcribed  warm 
water,  that  the  rules  of  our  practice 
might  be  exaftly  obferved. 

Having  made   my   vifit  as  fliort  as 

poflible,  I  ran  to  find  the  fon  of  Nun- 

nez,  whom   I  met  at  the  door,  going 

out    to  execute  a   commiflion   for  his 

matter:  I  told  him  my  new  adventure} 

afking,  if  he  thought  I   (hould  caufe 

Camilla  to    be  arrefted    in    courfe  of 

law  :  he  anfwered,  '  Not,  at  all  j  that 

is  not  the  way  to  lee  thy  ring  again  ; 

for  the  officers  of  juttice  hate  to  m:ike 

reftitution.     Remember  the  gaol  of 

Aftorga,  where   thy    horfe,  money, 

and  even  thy  cloaths,   were  detained 

by  thefe  harpies.     We  mutt  rather 

make  ufe  of  our  own  induttry  in  re- 

covering thy  jewel.   I'll  undertake  to 

find  out  fbme  ftratagtm  for  that  pur- 

pofej  and  I  will  think  of  it  in  my 

way  to  the  hofpital,  where  I  carry  a 

fhort  mefiage    to   the  fteward  from 

my  matter  :  go  and  wait  for  me  at 

our  tavern  ;  and    be  not    impatient, 

for  I  will  be  with  thee  in  a  veiy  little 


He 
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He  did  not,  however,  arrive  at  the 
rendezvous,  till  after  I  had  been  there 
three  hours  ;  and  then  fo  difguifed, 
that  at  firll  I  did  not  know  him  ;  for 
he  changed  his  drefs,  twitted  his  hair 
into  a  queue,  covered  one  half  of  his 
face  with  a  pair  of  artificial  whifkers, 
provided  himfelf  with  a  huge  fword, 
the  hilt  of  which  was  at  leaft  three 
feet  in  circumference;  and  marched 
at  the  head  of  five  men  who  looked  as 
fierce  as  himfelf,  and  wore  alfo  long 
rapiers  and  thick  muftachips.  '  Your 
<  fervant,  Signior  Gil  Bias,'  faid  he, 
accoiling  me;  l  you  fee  in  me  an  al- 
guazil  of  a  new  ftamp,  and  in  thefe 
brave  fellows  who  accompany  me, 
foldiers  of  the  fame  model.  Shew 
us  only  the  houfe  of  the  woman  who 
Hole  your  diamond,  and  be  affured 
that  we  will  make  her  reftore  it  in  a 
twinkling/  I  embraced  Fabricius 
at  this  difcourfe,  which  explained  the 
ftratagem  he  intended  to  put  in  prac- 
tice in  my  behalf  j  and  affured  him, 
that  I  very  much  approved  of  his 
expedient.  I  faluted  alfo  the  falfe 
foldiers,  who  were  three  valets,  and 
two  journeymen  barbers  of  his  ac- 
quaintance, whom  he  had  engaged  to 
aft  this  part.  Having  treated  the 
whole  brigade  with  wine,  we  went  all 
together?  in  the  twilight,  to  Camilla's 
lodging,  and  knocked  at  the  door  ; 
whieh  the  old  woman  opening,  and 
taking  my  attendants  for  the  terriers 
of  juitice,  who  never  entered  that  houfe 
without  caufe,  was  feized  with  con- 
fternation.  *  Courage,  good  mother,' 
faid  Fabricius  to  her,  *  we  are  come 
'  hither  only  on  account  of  a  fmall 
'  affair  that  will  foon  be  determined.' 
So  faying,  we  advanced  to  the  cham- 
ber of  the  fick  perfon,  conducted  by 
the  old  woman,  who  walked  before, 
lighting  us  with  a  wax  taper  in  a  fil- 
yer  candleftick.  Taking  the  candle 
in  my  hand,  I  went  towards  the  bed, 
and  difcovering  my  face  to  Camilla, 

*  Perfidious  woman  !'  faid  I,  '  behold 
'  the  too  credulous  Gil  Bias,  whom 

you  have  tricked.  Ah,  wretch  !  J 
have  found  you  at  laft,  and  the  cor - 
regulor,  in  confequence  of  my  in- 
formation, has  ordered  this  algua- 
zil  to  apprehend  you. — Come,  ^Mr. 
TipftanV  faid  I  to  Fabricius,  «  do 
your  office.' — «  There  is  no  occafion/ 
anfwered  he,  railing  his  voice,  *  for 

*  exhorting  m»  to  do  my  duty.     I  re- 


member that  there  creature,  who  has 
been  a  long  time  marked  in  my  me- 
morandum-book with  red  letters.— 
Rife,  my  princefs,"  added  he,  '  drefe 
yourfelf  with  all  difpatch.  I  intend 
to  be  your  uftier,  and  conduct  you 
to  the  city  gaol,  if  you  think  well  of 
it.1 

At  thefe  words,   Camilla,    fick  as 
fhe  was,  perceiving   that   two  of  his 
followers,    with    the    great  whifkers, 
were  about  to  drag  her  out  by   force, 
fat  up  in  her  bed,  clafped  her  hands 
in  a  fuppliant  pofture,  and  looking  at 
me  with  terror  in  her  eyes,  •'  Signior 
Gil  Bias,'  faid  (h«,  *  I  conjure  you, 
by  the  chafte  mother  who  bore  you, 
to  have  pity  upon  me  !  though  I  am 
very  guilty,  I   am  ftill  more  unfor- 
tunate! don't  ruin  me;  I  will  reftore 
your  ring.'     So  laying,  fhe  took  it 
off  from  her   finger,  and  put  it  into 
my  hand  ;  but  I  told  her  tny  diamond 
alone  would  notfuffice;  and  that  ih; 
muft  beiides  make  reftitution  of  the 
thoufand  ducats  which  had  been  ftole 
from   me   in  the   furnifhed  lodgings. 
Oh,  Signior!'  (he  replied, t  do  notafk 
your  ducats  of  me ;  the  traitor  Don 
Raphael,  whom  I  have  not  feen  fincc 
that  time,  carried  them  off  the  fame 
night.'-—'  O  ho!    my  little  darling,* 
aid  Fabricius  to  her  ;  *  you  think  to 
get  out   of  the  fcrape,  by  denying 
you  had   any  (hare  of  the   booty; 
but  you  (han't  be  fo  eafily  quit,  I 
affure  you  :  your  being  an   accom- 
plice of  Don  Raphael  is  a  fufEcient 
reafon   for  obliging  you  to  give  an 
account  of  your  pall  life.  You  have, 
doubtlefs,  a   great  many  things  on 
your  confcience,  and  therefore  you 
(hall  go  to  prison,  (if  you   pleafe) 
ami   make  a  general  confeflion.      I 
will    carry    this   old    gentlewoman 
thither  alfo,'  added  he  ;  *  for  I  ima- 
gine (he  knows  a  great  rainy  curious 
ftories,  which  the  corregidor  will  not 
be  forry  to  hear.' 

At  thefe  words  the  two  women  put 
every  art  in  practice  to  melt  us  ;  filling 
the  chamber  with  cries,  groans,  an<J 
lamentations.  While  the  old  woman, 
on  her  knees,  fometimes  before  the 
alguazil,  and  fometimes  before  his  at- 
tendants, endeavoured  to  move  their 
companion  ;  Camilla  implored  me;  in 
the  molt  affecting  manner,  to  fave  her 
from  the  hands  of  juftice  :  upon  whicfc 
I  pretended  to  relenv,  ftving  to  the  fon 
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of  Nunnez,    '  Mr.    Officer,    fince   I 
'  have  got  my  diamond,  I  am  fatif- 

*  fied.      I  don't    defire   to   give    this 

*  poor  woman    any    farther  trouble; 
«  and  would  not  even  feek  the  death 
«  of  a   finner.'  —  *  For    fliame  !'   faid 
he  ;  *  a  man  of  your  humanity  would 

*  make  a  bad  trooper  ;   but  I  muft  ac- 
«  quit  myfelf  of  my   commiflion,   by 

*  which  I  am  exprefsly  ordered  to  ap- 
'  prehend  thefe  infantas  ;   for  the  cor- 

*  regidor  wants  to  make  an  example 

*  of  them.'—*  For  Heaven's    fake  !* 
I  replied,   '  have  fome  regard  to  en- 
«  treaty,  and  abate  a  little  of  your  fe- 
'  verity,  in  con  fi  deration  of  the  prefent 
«  which  thefe  ladies  will  offer/  —  '  Oh! 

*  that's  another  affair,'  faid  he  j  «  that 
«  is,  what  we  call  a  figure  of  rhetorick 

<  well  placed.  —  Come,  let  us  fee  what 

<  they  have  got  to  give  me.'—  «  I  have,' 
faid  Camilla,  '  a  pearl-necklace,  and 

*  ear-rings  of  a  conilderable  value/ 
Here  me  was  interrupted  with,  *  Yes, 

*  but  if  they  come  from  tlie  Philippine 

*  Jfles,  I'll  have  none  of  them.'—  *  You 
'  may  take  them  upon  my  word  j    I'll 
'  warrant  them  genuine,'  faid  fliej:  at 
the  fame  time  deiiring  the  old  woman 
to  bring  a  little  box  ;  out  of  which  fhe 
took  the  necklace  and  ear-rings,  and 
put  them   into   the    alguaziTs    hand. 
Though   he  knew  no  more  of  jewels 
than  I  did,  he  was  perfuaded  that  the 
diamonds  of  the  ear-rings  were  genu- 
ine, .as  well  as  the  pearls  of  the  neck- 
lace j   therefore  having  examined  them 
attentively,    '  Thefe   jewels,'  faid  he, 
'  feetn   to   be  of  a   good  water  ;    and 
«  provided  the  filvcrcandleftick,  which 

*  SigniorGil  Bias  has  in  his  hand,  be 

*  added*  to  them,  I  won't  anfwcr  for 

*  my  fidelity.'  —  *  I  don't  believe,'  (aid 
I  to  Camilla,  '  that  you  will  for  a  tnfle 
«  break  off  a  treaty  Co  much  to  your 

*  advantage.'     So  faying,  I  gave  the 

-•Id  woman,  and  the  candle- 
')i  iciiij  i  who,   being  fatis- 
ficd   with  what  he  had  got,  becaufe, 
,  he  -faw    nothing  elfe  in   the 


room  which  he  could  calily  carry  off, 
ihid  to   the  l:.<!ics,  '  AJicu,  my   prin- 

*  ceff-s  ;  live  in  peace.    I  will  Ipeak  to 

*  i\\~  corregidor,    and    reprefent    you 
'  whiter  than  fnow  :    for  fuch  as  we, 
'   can  give   what    turn   we    pleafe    to 
'  things,  and  never  tell  him  the  plain 
«  truth,  except  when  we  u:  •, 

'•  temptation  to  lye/ 


CHAP.     V. 

THE  SEQUEL  OF  THE  RING  RE- 
TRIEVED. GIL  BLAS  QUITS  THE 
PROFESSION  OF  PHYSICK,  AND 
MAKES  HIS  RETREAT  FROM  VAL- 
LADOLID. 

AFTER  having  in   this   manner 
executed  the  fcheme  of  Fabricius, 
we  left  Camilla's  lodgings,  congratu- 
lating ourfelves  upon  a  piece  of  fuccefs 
that  even   furpaffed  our   expeftation  ; 
for   we    had   laid    our  account    with 
recovering  the  ring  only.     However, 
we  carried  offthereit  without  ceremo- 
ny 5  and,  far  from  making  a  fcruple 
of  robbing  courtezans,  we  thought  we 
had  done  a  meritorious  action.—-*  Gen- 
*  tlemen,'  faid  Fabricius,  when  he  had 
got  into  the  Iheet,  '  it  is  my  opinion, 
that  we  mould  go  back  to  the  ta- 
vern, and  fpend  the  night  in  making 
merry.     To-morrow  we  will  fell  the 
candleftick,  necklace,  and  ear-rings, 
and  mare  the  money  like  brothers  ; 
after  which  we  will  return  to  our 
feveral    homes,   and    make   the  bed 
excufe  we  can  to  our  malters.'    This 
propofal  of  the  alguazil  feeming  very 
reafonable  to  us  all,  we  returned  to 
the  tavern,   fome  of  us  believing  we 
could  ealily  find  an  excufe  for  having 
lain    abroad,  and    others    not    caring 
whether  they  ftiould  be  difmilTed  or  no. 
We  ordered  a  good  fupper,  and  fat 
down  to  table  with  as  much  appetite 
as  good  humour.     The  repaft  was  fea- 
foned  with  a  thoufand  agreeable  fal- 
lies  j    and    Fabricius,    in    particular, 
enlivened  the  converfation,  and  divert- 
ed us  all  extremelyf  by  innumerable 
ftrokcs  replete  with  Caftilian  fait,  which 
is  equal  at  leaft  to  the  ancient  Attick. 
But  while  we  were  in  this  jovial  dif- 
poiition,  our  mirth  was  all  of  a  fud- 
den  ovcrcalt  by  an  unforefeen  accident. 
A  man  of  a  pretty  good  mien  entered 
the  room   where  we   were    at  fupper, 
followed  by  two  others  of  terrible  af- 
pecl ;  after  theic,  three  more  appeared  ; 
and  we  counted  no  lefa   than   twelve 
who  came  in  thus,  three  by  three,  armed 
with  carbines,   fwoicls,   and  bayonets. 
We  foon  perceived  them  to  be  the  fol- 
diers  of  the  patrole,  and  it  was  not  dif- 
ficult to  guels  their  intention  j   where- 
fore we  had  fome  thoughts,  at  firlt,  of 

making 
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making  refinance ;   but  they  furround- 
«d  us  in  an  inftant,   and  kept   us  in 
awe,  as  well  by  their  numbers  as  their 
fire-arms.     '  Gentlemen/  faid    their 
commander  to  us  with  a  fneer, «  I  know 
by  what  ingenious  artifice  you  have 
recovered  a  ring  from  the  hands  of 
a  certain  (he-adventurer ;  and,  to  be 
fure,  the  contrivance  is  excellent,  and 
richly  defervesa  publick  recompence, 
which  you  fhall  by  no  means  mifs. 
Juftice    has    already    appointed   an 
apartment  for  you  in  her  own  houfe, 
and  will  not  fail  to  reward  fuch   a 
mafterly   attempt/     This   difcourfe 
very  much  difconcerted    all  thofe  to 
whom  it  was  addreffed :  our  counte- 
nances changed;  and  we  felt,  in  our 
turn,  the  fame  fear  with  which  we  had 
infpired  Camilla.    Fabricius,  however, 
though  pale  and  difmayed,  endeavour- 
ed to  juftify  what  he  had  done.     '  Sir, 
faid  he,  '  as  we  had  no  bad  intention, 
'  this  little  trick  might  be  forgiven.' 
— .«  How  the  devil!*   cried  the  com- 
mandant in  a  rage,  '  do  you  call  this 
a  little  trick  ?     Don't  you  know  that 
it  is  a  hanging  matter  ?  For,  befides 
that  no  man  is  allowed  to  do  juftice 
to  himfelf  without  the  cognizance  of 
the  law,  you  have  carried  off  a  candle- 
ftick,  necklace  and  ear-rings,  that  did 
not  belong  to  you  j   and,  which  is 
ftill  worfe,  in  order  to  commit  that 
robbery,    you  have  difguifed  your- 
felves  like  tipftaves— Wretches  !  to 
drefs  yourfelves  in  the  habit  of  fuch 
honourable  people  to  do  mifchief !     I 
mail  think  you  very  lucky,  if  you 
are  only  fentenced  to  the  gallies  !* 
When  he  had  convinced  us  that  the  af- 
fair was  much  more  ferious  than  we 
at  firft  imagined,  we  fell  down   toge- 
ther at  his  feet,  and  begged  he  would 
have   pity   on   our   youth.     But    our 
prayers  were  difregarded;  and  befides, 
he  rejecled  a  propofal  we  made  of  quit- 
ting to  him  the  necklace,  ear-rings, 
and  candleftick:  even  my  ring  was  re- 
fufed,  becaufe  (I  fuppofe)   it  was  of- 
fered before  too  much  company.      In 
fhort,   he  was  quite   inexorable;    or- 
dered my  companions  to  be  difarmed, 
and  carried  us  all  to  thepublick  goal.  In 
our  way  thither,  one  of  the  guard  told 
me,  that  the  old  woman  who  lived  with 
Camilla,  iufpefting  that  we  were  not 
real  foot-pads  of  juftice,  had  followed 
us  to  the  tavern;  and  there  being  con- 
firmed in  her  opiaign,  had  revenged 
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herself  upon  us,  by  informing  the  pa- 
trole  of  the  whole  affair. 

We  were  immediately  plundered  of 
every  thing  ;  the  necklace,  diamonds, 
and  candleitick  feized ;  as  alfo  my 
ring,  together  with  the  ruby  of  the 
Philippine  Ifles,  which  I  had  unfortu- 
nately in  my  pocket.  They  did  not 
even  fpare  the  rials  which  I  had  that 
day  received  for  my  prefcriptions  5 
which  was  a  fure  fign  to  me,  that  the 
people  belonging  to  juftice  at  Valla- 
dolid  are  as  expert  in  their  office  as 
thofe  at  Aftorga,  and  that  the  man- 
ners of  all  thofe  gentlemen  are  every 
where  alike.  While  I  was  rifled  of 
my  jewels  and  cam,  the  officer  of  the 
patrole  recounted  our  ad  venture  to  thefe 
agents  of  the  plunder}  and  the  affair 
feemed  to  them  of  fuch  a  fcrious  na- 
ture, that  the  majority  thought  we  de- 
ferved  a  halter  ;  but  others,  lefs  fe- 
vere,  imagined  we  might  get  off  for  two 
hundred  lames  each,  and  a  few  years 
fervice  in  the  gallies.  Until  the  cor- 
regidor  mould  think,  proper  to  decide 
our  affair,  we  were  locked  up  in  a  dun- 
geon, where  we  lay  upon  ftraw,  with 
which  it  was  ftrewed  like  a  (table  lit- 
tered for  horfes.  Here  we  might  have 
remained  long  enough,  and  at  laft  ex- 
changed our  habitation  for  the  gallies, 
had  not  Signior  Manuel  Ordonnez 
next  day  heard  of  our  misfortune,  and 
refolved  to  procure  the  liberty  of  Fa- 
bricius,  which  he  could  not  do  without 
obtaining  alfo  the  diimiffion  of  us  all. 
Being  a  man  very  much  efteemed  in 
the  city,  he  did  not  fpare  felicitations; 
and  partly  by  his  own  credit,  and  partly 
by  that  of  his  friends,  at  the  end  of 
three  days  effected  our  enlargement. 
But  we  did  not  come  out  as  we  had 
gone  in  ;  the  candleitick,  necklace,  and 
ear-rings,  my  ring,  ruby,  and  rials,  be- 
ing detained  :  which  made  me  remem- 
ber thofe  verfes  of  Virgil,  that  begin 
with,  '  Sic  tfos  non  'uobisS 

As  foon  as  we  were  at  liberty,  we 
returned  to  our  matters;   and  Dr.  San- 
grado  received  me  very  kindly,  faying, 
My  poor  Gil  Bias,  I  did  not  hear  of 
thy  misfortune  till  this  morning,  and 
was  juft  going  to  make  nrong  feli- 
citations in  thv  behalf.     Thou  muft 
cenfole  thyfel.f,   my  friend,   for  this 
accident,  and  attach  thvfelf  more  than 
ever  to  phyiick.' — '  That  is  my  cle- 
iign,'  laid  I.     And  truly  I   thought 
Of  nothing   elle.     Fir  fro»n  wanting 
builncis, 
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bufinefs,  it  happened,  as  my  matter 
had  foretold,  that  diitempers  were  very 
rife;  th«  final] -pox  and  putrid  fever 
beginning  to  ravage  the  city  and  fub- 
urbs  j  fo  that  all  the  phyficians  in 
Valladolid,  and  we  in  particular,  had 
abundance  of  pra&ice.  Scarce  a  day 
pafled  in  which  we  did  not  vifit  eight 
or  ten  patients  each  ;  from  whence  it 
may  be  eafily  conceived  what  a  quan- 
tity of  blood  was  fpilt,  and  water 
drank.  But  I  do  not  know  how  it 
happened  ;  all  our  fick  died,  either  on 
account  of  our  mal-pra6lice,  or  be- 
c:uiie  their  difeafes  were  incurable. 
Certain  it  is,  we  very  feldora  had  oc- 
cafion  to  make  three  vilits  to  one  pa- 
tient: at  the  fecond,  we  were  either 
told,  that  he  was  jult  going  to  be  bu- 
ried, or  found  him  at  the  laft  gafp  j 
and,  as  I  was  but  a  young  phyfician, 
\vho  had  not  yet  time  to  be  inured  to 
murdej4,  I  began  to  be  very  uneafy  at 
the  fatal  events  which  might  be  laid 
to  my  charge.  f  Sir,'  faid  I,  one 
evening  to  Dr.  Sangrado,  *  I  take 
'  Heaven  to  witnefs,  that  I  follow 
'  your  method  with  the  utmoft  exacl- 
«  nefs  ;  yet,  nevei  thelefs,  every  one  of 
'  my  patients  leaves  me  in  the  lurch. 

*  It  looks  as  if  they  took  a  pleafure  in 

*  dying,  merely  to  bring  our  practice 
'  into  discredit.     This  very  day  I  met 

*  two  of    them   going    to  their  long 
'  home.' — '  Why   truly,   child,'    an- 
fwered   he,  *  I    have   reafon  to    make 
'  pretty  much  the  fame  obfervation  : 
c  I  have  not  often    the  fatisfacYton   of 

*  curing  thofewho  f»l!  into  my  hands  j 
'  and  if  I  was  not  fo  I'ure  as  I  am  of 
'  the  principles  on  which  I  proceed,   I 

*  mould  think  my  remedies  were  per- 
'  nicious  in  almoft  all   the  cafes  that 

*  come  under  my  care.' — {  If  you  will 

*  take  my   advice,  Sir,'  faid    I,  *  we 
'  will    change  our   method,  and  give 

*  rhymica!    preparations   to   our  pati- 
<  enrs,  through   curiofityj    the    worft 

*  that  can    Iv.'ppcn   wiil  only  be,  that 

produce  the  fame  ell'tcl  th:it  fol- 

our  bleedings  and  warm  water.' 

— '   I    wo'.iM    willingly  irnkc  that  ex- 

*  periment,'  he    replied,    '  provided   it 
'  could  have  no  bad  confequence  $  but 

*  I  have  published  a  book,  in  which  I 

*  have    extolled    the   11  fe    of   frequent 

*  bleeding  and  aqueous  draughts]  and 
1   -.vouldtt  thou  have  me  $o  and  decry 

own    work?'—'  Oh  I     ycu  are 


certainly  in  the  right,'  fait!  I;  '  you 
mud   not  give  your  enemies  fuch  a 
triumph  over  you  :  they  would  fay, 
you  are  at  laft  difabufed;  and  there- 
fore ruin  your  reputation  :  perifli,  ra- 
ther, the  nobility,  clergy,  and  peo- 
ple!   and  let  us  continue  in  our  old 
path.     After  all,  our  brother- doc- 
tors, notwithftanding  their  averfion 
for  bleeding,  perform  as  few  miracles 
as  we  do  j    and  1  believe  their  drugs 
are  no  be*ler  than  our  fpecificks.' 
We  went  to  work,  therefore,  afrem, 
and  proceeded  in  fuch  a  manner  that, 
in  lefs  than  fix  weeks,   w»  made  more 
widows  and  orphans  than  the  fiege  of 
Troy.    By  the  number  of  burials,  one 
would  have  thought   that  the  plague 
was   in   Valladolid;    and    every   day, 
fome  father  came  to  our  houfe,  to  de- 
mand an  account  of  his  fon,  whom 
we  had  ravifhed  from  him,  or  fome  un- 
cle, to  upbraid  us  with  his  nephew's 
death.     As  for  the  fons  and  nephews, 
whofe  fathers  and  uncles  we  had  dif- 
patched,  they  never  appeared  to  com- 
plain:  the  hufbands  too  were  very  ci- 
vil, and  never  cavilled  with  us  about 
the  lofs  of  their  wives.     But  thole  af- 
flicled   people,    whofe   reproaches   we 
were  obliged  to  undergo,  were  fome- 
times  very  brutal  in  their  grief,  and 
called  us  ignorant  afTarTins.     As  they 
did  not  fpare  me,  in  particular)  I  was 
afflicled    by  their  epithets  ;    but   my 
matter,  who  was   uied   to  fuch   acci- 
dents, heard  them  without  the  leaft  e- 
motion.     I  might,  perhaps,  in   time, 
have  been  accultomed  to  reproach,  as 
well  as   he,  if  Heaven,  doubtlefs,  to 
rid   the  fick  people   in  Valladolid  of 
one  of  their  moll  fevere  fcourges,  had 
not  produced  an  incident  that  gave  me 
a  dilgufi  to  phyfick,  which  Ipraclifcd 
with  fo  little  fuccefs. 

There  was  in  our  neighbourhood  a 
tennis-court,  to  which  the  idle  people 
in  town  daily  refortcd,  and  among  the 
idt,  one  of  your  profirfled  bullies,  who 
take  upon  thcmfelves  the  office  of  ar- 
biters, and  decide  all  differences  that 
happen.  He  was  from  Bifcay,  his 
name  Don  Rodrigo  de  Mondragon, 
about  thirty  years  of  ar,c,  of  an  ordi- 
nal y  make,  but  lean  and  mufcularj 
he  had  two  little  twinkling  eyes,  that 
lolled  in  his  head,  and  threatened  every 
body  he  looked  at ;  a  very  flat  nofe, 
placed  between  red  whifkcts,  that  curl- 

td 


ADVENTURES   OF    GIL    BLAS. 


59 


eel  up  to  Vis  very  temples,  and  a  man- 
tier  of  fpeaking  fo  rough  and  paflio- 
nate,  that  his  words  ftruck  terror  into 
every  body.  This  racket- breaker  had 
made  himfelf  tyrant  of  the  tennis- 
court,  where  he  judged  all  thedifputes 
that  happened  among  thofe  who  play- 
ed, in  the  moft  imperious  manner,  and 
no  man  duril  appeal  from  his  deci- 
fion,  unlefs  he  would  refolve  to  fight 
him  next  day.  Such  as  I  have  de- 
fcribed  Don  Rodrigo,  (v/ho,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  Don  he  had  prefixed  to 
his  name,  was  an  arrant  rafcal)  he 
captivated  the  miftrefs  of  the  tennis- 
court,  who  was  a  woman  about  forty 
years  of  age,  rich  and  agreeable  e- 
nough,  and  in  the  fifteenth  month  of 
her  widowhood.  I  know  not  how  he 
won  her  heart;  for,  doubtlefs;  it  was 
not  by  his  beauty  ;  but  furely  by  that 
je  ne  ffai  quay  which  cannot  be  ex- 
preffed.  Be  that  as  it  will,  me  had  a 
palfion  for  him,  and  actually  designed 
to  take  him  for  her  hulband;  but 
while  preparations  were  making  for 
the  confummation  of  that  affair,  (he 
fell  fick,  and  unhappily  employed  me 
as  her  phyfician.  If  her  diftemper 
had  not  been  a  malignant  fever,  my 
prefcriptions  were  fufficient  to  endan- 

ter  her  life  j  fo  that,  in  four  days,  I 
lied  the  tennis-court  with  mourning; 
the  miftrefs  went  the  way  of  all  my 
patients,  and  her  relations  took  pof- 
feffion  of  her  eftate.  Don  Rodrigo, 
made  defperate  by  the  lofs  of  his  mif- 
trefs, or  rather,  by  being  baulked  in 
his  expectation  of  a  very  advantageous 
match,  not  only  curled  and  reviled 
me,  but  alfo  fwore  that  he  would  run 
me  through  the  body,  whenever  he 
could  catch  me,  and  exterminate  me 
from  the  face  of  the  earth.  A  chari- 
table neighbour  informed  me  of  this 
oath,  and  advifed  me  not  to  ftir  a- 
broad,  for  fear  of  meeting  this  devil  of 
a  man.  This  advice,  which  I  had  no 
intention  to  neglect,  filled  me  with 
cohfulion  and  difmay;  1  fancied  incei- 
fantly,  that  I  faw  this  furious  Bifcay- 
an  coming  into  the  houfe,  and  could 
not  enjoy  oae  moment's  repofe.  This 
effectually  detached  me  from  phyfick, 
and  my  fole  care  was  how  to  free  my- 
felf  from  difquiet :  I  relumed  my  em- 
broidered fuit,  and  after  having  bid  a- 
dieu  to  my  mafter,  who  could  not  per- 
fuade  me  to  ftay,  quitted  the  city  at 


day-break,  not  without  apprehenfion 
of  meeting  Don  Rodrigo  in  my  way. 


CHAP.     VI. 

OF  HIS  ROUTE  WHEN  HE  LEFT 
VALLADOLID;  ANB  THE  PER- 
SON HE  JOINED  ON  THE  ROAD. 

I  Walked  very  fad,  looking  behind 
me  from  time  to  time,  to  fee  if  this 
formidable  Bifcayan  was  not  at  my 
heels  ;  my  imagination  being  fo  much 
poflefled  by  that  fellow,  that  I  took 
every  tree  or  bufh  that  I  law  for  him, 
and  every  moment  felt  my  heart  throb 
with  fear.  I  plucked  up  my  courage, 
however,  when  I  had  gone  a  good 
league,  and  continued,  at  an  eafier 
pace,  my  journey  towards  Madrid, 
whither  my  purpofe  was  to  go.  I 
fhould  have  quitted  Valladolid  without 
regret,  had  I  not  been  forry  to  part 
from  Fabricius,  my  dear  Pylades,  to 
whom  I  could  not  fo  much  as  bid  a- 
dieu :  but  it  gave  me  no  mortification 
to  renounce  phyfick  ;  on  the  contrary, 
I  begged  pardon  of  God  for  having 
exercifed  it  at  all  ;  though  I  did  not 
fail  to  count,  with  pleafuie,  the  mo- 
ney I  had  in  my  purfe,  notwithftand- 
ing  it's  being  the  falary  of  my  aflam*- 
nations :  in  that  refpect,  rcfembling 
thofe  ladies  of  pleafure  who  reform 
their  morals,  but,  neverthelefs,  keep 
faft  hold  of  the  wages  of  fin.  My 
whole  fortune  amounted  to  pretty  near 
the  value  of  five  ducats  in  rials  ;  on 
the  ftrength  of  which  I  expected  to 
reach  Madrid,  where  I  had  no  doubt 
of  finding  fome  good  place :  befides,  I 
longed  paflionately  to  lee  that  auguft 
city,  which  had  been  extolled  to  me 
as  the  epitome  of  all  the  wonders  of 
the  world. 

While  I  recolleaed  all  that  I  had 
heard  in  it's  praife,  and  enjoyed-ifs 
plealures  by  anticipation,  I  heard  the 
voice  of  a  man  behind  me  finging  at 
full  ftretch  :  he  had  a  leathern  wallet 
on  his  back,  a  guitar  hanging  about 
his  neck,  a  long  fword  by  his  fide, 
and  walked  fo  faft,  that  he  was  up 
with  me  in  a  very  fhort  time.  Being 
•one  of  the  two  journeymen  barbers 
wuh  whom  I  h'.id  been  iinprifoned  in 
the  adventure  of  the  ring,  we  knew 
one  another  immediately,  ihwugh  our 
I  Urefs 
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drefs  was  altered,  and  were  very  much 
furprized  at  meeting  io  unexpectedly 
on  the  highway.    I  aflured  him,  that  I 
\vas  extrtrnely  glad  to  have  him  tor  a 
fellow-traveller;  and   his   joy  Teemed 
no   lefs  at  meeting  with  me.     I  told 
him  my  re  a  ion  fur  quitting  Vallado- 
lid;   and  .  he  repofed  the  fame   confi- 
dence in  me,  by  letting  me  know  that 
he  had  quarrelled  with  his  matter  and 
bid  him  an  ctrnui  i-.lieu-     '   If  1  had 
been  inclined,'  added   he,  '  to  live 
any  longer  in  ValladoLd,   I   could 
have   found    employment   in  abun- 
dance of  mops  ;  for,  without  vani- 
ty, I  can  handle  a  raz  >r,  and  curl  a 
muftachio,  as  well  as  e'er  a  barber 
in  Spain  :   hut  I  could  no  longer  re- 
filt  the  violent  deiire  I  had  to  vilit 
the    place    of    my    nativity,    from 
v/h;  :i  I  have  been  abfent  thefe  ten 
years:   I  want  to  breathe  my  own 
country  air  a  little,  andjtnow  the  fi- 
tuation  of  my  family,  with  whom  I 
hope  to  be  in  t  .vo  days  ;  for  they  live 
at  a  place  called  Olmedo,  a  market- 
town  on  this  fide  of  Segovia.' 
Reiolving  to  accompany  this  barber 
to  his  own  home,  and  from  thence  go 
to  Stgovia,  in  order  to  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  fome  convenience  to  Madrid, 
we    pnrfued    our   journey,    and    dil- 
soiirie  l   of    indifferent   fubje&s.     He 
was  a  young  fellow  of  fome  wit  and 
humour;  and  w.ien  we  had  converfed 
together   an  hour,  he  ailced  how  my 
ftomach    was   difpofcd :     I    anfwered, 
that  he  mould  lee  at  the  firft  inn.   Up- 
on   which   he  faid,   *   We  had  better 
make  a  paufe   in  the  mean  time:   I 
have  fomething  for  breakfalt  in  my 
wallet;  for  when  I  travel,  I  always 
take    care  to   have  provifion   along 
with    me.     I    don't  trouble    mylelf 
with  cloaths,  linen,  and  other  ufe- 
lefs  baggage  ;  but  refolving  to  have 
nothing  fupeifluous,fill  my  knapfack 
with  belly-timber,  my  razors,  and  a 
wafhball.'  I  commended  his  prudence  j 
and  confented,  with  all  my  heart,  to 
the  paule  he  propofed  j  for  I  was  hun- 
gry,   and    refolved   to  make    a    good 
meal,  which  I  could    not  but  expc-51, 
alter  what  he  had  told  IDC.     We  turn- 
ed a  little  outot  the  highway,  in  order 
to  fit  upon  the  grafs,  where  my  friend 
the  birber  took  out  his  victuals,  con- 
fifting  of  five   or    fix   onions,  with  a 
few  crufts  of  bread    and  cheefe  j  but 
what  he  produced  as  the  bolt  furniture 


of  his  budget,  was  a  little  bottle  full 
(as  he  faid)  of  delicate  wine.    Though 
our  dillies  were  not  very  favoury,  hun- 
ger, being  very  urgent    with  us  both, 
made  them  relifli  pretty  well  ;  and  we 
emptied    the    bottle,    which  contained 
about  two  pints  of  a  fort  of  wine  that 
I  don't  chufe  to  boart  much  of;  after 
which,  we  got  up,  and  continued  our 
journey  with  great  good-humour.  The 
barber,    who   had    been    informed   by 
Fabricius    that  I  had    met  with  fome 
very  particular  adventures,  defired   to 
hear  them  from  my  own  mouth  j  a  fa- 
tisfaclion  I  could  not  refufe  to  a  man 
who  had   regaled  me   fo  fumptuoufly. 
When  I   had  gratified  his  curiofity,  I 
told  him  he  could  do  no  lefs  in  return 
for  my  complaifance,  than  recount  the 
ftory  of  his  own  life.    *  Oh  !  as  for  my 
ftory,  '  cried  he, '  ii  is  not  worth  hear- 
ing,   as    it  contains  nothing  but  or- 
dinary fa6ls;  neverthelefs,'  added  he, 
fincc  we  have  nothing  elfe  to  do,  you 
mall  hear  it,  fuch  as  iti  s.'  So  faying, 
he  related  it  nearly  in  thefe  words. 


CHAP.     VII. 

THE  STORY  OF  THE  JOURNEYMAN 
BARBER. 

«  T7ERDINAND  Feres  de  la'Fuen- 
JP  «  ta,  my  grandf  ,'her,  (I  go  to  the 
fountain-head)  after  having  been  fifty 
years-^arber  in  the  village  of  Olmedo, 
died,  and  left  four  ions,  the  eldeit  of 
whom  took  porTdlion  of  his  (hop,  and 
fucceeded  him  in  the  bufineis  ;  Ber- 
tram!, the  fecond,  having  an  inclina- 
tion for  trade,  became  a  mercer  ; 
Thomas,  who  was  the  third,  kept  a 
fchool ;  and  the  fourth,  whole  name 
was  Pedro,  feeling  himfelf  born  for 
the  Belles  Lettres,  fold  a  little  lot  of 
ground  which  he  had  for  his  pa- 
trimony, and  went  to  live  at  Madrid, 
where  he  hoped,  one  day  to  diftinguifh 
hmii'df  by  his  wit  and  learning;  while 
his  three  brothers  did  not  feparate, 
but  fettling  at  Olmedo,  married  the 
daughters  of  huib-indmen,  who,  in 
Jieu  of  fortune,  brought  them  abun- 
dance of  childicn,  breeding  as  if  it 
had  been  for  a  wa^er.  My  mother, 
the  bather's  wife,  brought  fix  into  the 
world  for  her  fliare,  in  the  firlt  five 
years  of  herjmarriage;  of  which  number 
I  am  one.  My  father  taught  me  betimes 
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*  to  (have,  and  when  I  arrived  at  the 

*  age  of  fifteen,   put  this  wallet  upon 
'  my  fhoulders,  and  gin?  in  a  me  with 
'  a  long  fword,  faid,    "  Go,   Diego, 
"  thou  art  now  in  a  condition  to  gain 
"  a  livelihood  ;  go,  and  fee  the  world  : 
"  thou  haft  occafion  for  a  little  tra- 
*'  veiling;  go  rub  thee  up,   and  make 
"  thee  perfect  in  thybufmefs.  March, 
"  and  don't  return  to  Olmedo,  before 
<c  thou  haft  made  the  tour  of  Spain. 
"  Let  me  not  hear  from  thee  until  this 
«*  be    performed."     At   thefe  words, 

*  he  embraced   me  very  aflfe&ionately, 

*  and  turned  me  out  of  doors. 

*  Such  was  the  behaviour  of  my  fa- 
«  ther  at  parting  with  me.  But  my 
'  mother,  whofe  manners  were  not 
'  quite  fo  rough,  feemed  more  affected 
«  on  this  occafion :  me  let  fall  fomc 
'  tears,  and  even  flipt  a  ducat  privately 
'  into  my  hand.  So  I  quitted  Olme- 
'  do,  and  toofc  the  road  to  Segovia  ;  of 

*  which,  however,  I   had  not  walked 
'  above  two   hundred  paces,  when  I 
'  ftopt  to  examine  my  knapfack,  being 

*  defirous  of  feeing  what  it  contained, 
'  and  of  knowing  precifely  the  extent 
'  of  my  pofleflion.    I  found  a  cafe,  and 
'  two  razors  fo  much  wore  that  they 
'  feemed  to   hay,e  fhaved  two  genera- 

*  tions,  with  a  thong  of  leather  to  fet 
'  them,  and  a  lump  of  foap :  befides, 
'  there  was  a  canvas  fhirt  quite  new,  an 

*  old  pair  of  my  {father's   fhoes,    and 
'  what  gave  me  more  pleafure  than  all 
'  the  reft,  twenty  rials  wrapped  up  in  a 

*  linen  rag.     This  was  my  whole  for- 
'  tune ;   by  which  you  may  conclude, 
'  that  Mafter  Nicholas  the  barber  relied 
'  a  good  deal  on  my  ikiil,  fince  he  fent 

*  me  away  fo  poorly  provided.  Never - 
'  thelels,  the  pofTeilion  of  a  ducat  and 
«  twenty  rials  did  not  fail  to  charm    a 
4  young  fellow   like  me,  who  had   ne- 
«  ver  before  been  mafter  of  coin  :  I  be- 
'  lieved  my  funds  were   inexhauftible, 
'  and  continued  my  journey  in  a  tran- 
'  fport  of  joy,    admiring,    every    mo- 
«  ment  the    hilt  of  my  fword,   which 

*  thumped  againft  my  hams,  or  got  be- 

*  txveen  my  legs,  at  every  ftep. 

'  Arriving  at  the  village  of  Ata- 
'  quines  in  the  evening,  very  fliarp  fet, 

E  went  to  lodge  at  an  inn  $  and,  as  if 
«  I  had  been  a  man  of  fortune,  called 
'  for  fupper,  with  an  air  of  author!- 
1  ty  :  the  landlord  having  furveyed  me 
'  forae  time,  and  feeing  who  he  had 


c  to  do  with,  faid,  in  a  very  ob- 
'  I'ging  manner,  "  Mafter,  you  (hall 
"  b«  fatisfied  5  we  wilt  tr*at  you  like  a 
"  prince/'  So  fay-inqf.  he  me  wed  me 
'  into  a  little  room;  where,  in  aquar- 
'  ter  of  an  hour,  they  hi  ought  me  a 
'  ragout  made  of  ram-cat,  which  I  ate 
'  as  greedily  as  if  it  had  been  com- 
'  poled  of  a  rabbit  or  hare.  This  ex- 
'  cellent  difh  was  accompanied  with 
'  wine,  fo  good,  as  he  faid,  that  the 
'  king  himfelf  could  not  drink  better. 
'  Notwithstanding  this  elogium,  I 
'  perceived  it  was  curfedly  four  j  but 

*  this  did  not  hinder  me  from  doing 
'  as  much  honour  to  it,  as  I  had  ai- 
'  ready  done  to  the  ragout  ;  and,  to 

*  compleat  the  treatment  of  a  prince, 
'  I  was  conducted   to  a  couch,  more 
'  proper  for  encouraging  watchfulnefs 

*  than  fleep  ;  being  a  truckle-bed  fo 
'  narrow  and  fliort,  that,    little  as  I 
'  was,  I  had  not  room  to  lie  in  it  with 
'  my  legs  extended  j  befides,  inftcad 

*  of  mattrefs  and  feather-bed,  it  had 
'  only  a  wretched  flock-bed,  covered 
'  with  a  doubled  flieet,  which  had  ferv- 
'  ed  an  hundred  different  travellers 
'  at  leaft,  fince  the  laft  warning.  Ne- 
'  verthelefs,  in  fuch  a  convenience, 
'  my  ftomach  full  of  ragout,  and  that 

*  delicious  wine  which    the  landlord 
'  had  recommended,    thanks    to    my 
'  youth  and  conftitution,  I  enjoyed  a 

*  found  fleep,  and  fpent  the  night  with- 

*  out  indigeltion. 

«  Next  day,  after  having  breakfaft- 
«  ed,  and  paid  fauce  for  my  good  chear, 
'  I  made  but  one  ftage  to  Segovia ; 
'  and,  on  my  firft  arrival,  had  the  good 
'  fortune  to  be  employed  in  a  (hop  for 
'  my  board  and  lodging.  Here,  how> 
'  ever,  I  ftaid  but  fix  months  j  being 
c  feduced  by  a  brother  journeyman  of 
'  my  acquaintance,  who  longed  to  fee 
'  Madrid,  and  with  whom  I  let  out 
«  for  that  city.  There  I  got  a  place 

*  on  the  fame  terms  as  at  Segovja,  in 

*  a  well-accuftomed  mop,  much  fie*r 
1  quented,    on   account  of  the  neigh- 
'  bourhood    of   the   church   of   SUnta 
'  Cruz,  and  the  Prince's  Theatre  i  my 
'  mafter,  two   journeymen  and  I,   be- 
'  ing  fcarce  fuhHcient  to  trim  alJ  cur 
'  cuitomers,  who  conljfted  of  people 
'  of  all  ranks  }  and  among  others,  of 
'  players  and  authors.     One  day,  two 
'    perlbns  of  the  laft  profcraon  being 
«  there  together,  began  to  difcourie  a- 
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'  bout  the  poetry   and   poets    of  the 
'  time;  and  hearing  them  mention  the 

*  name  of  my  uncle,  I  liftened  to  their 
'  converfation    with    great    attention. 
"  Don  Juan  de  Zavaleta,"  laid  one  of 

*  them,  "  is   an   author,  in   my    opi- 
"   nion,  beneath  the   publick   notice; 
*'  a  cold  genius,  a  man  without  fan- 
"  cy:  his  laft  piece  has  done  him  in- 
"  finite  prejudice." — "  And,    pray," 

*  laid  the  other,  "  has  ever  Lewis  Ve- 
**  lez  de  Guevara   produced    a  good 
'*  work  ?    was   ever  any   thing   more 
"  wretched  than   his  performances  ?" 
'  They    named    a    great   many    more 

*  poets,  whom    1   have  forgot.     I  re- 

*  member  only,  that  they  1'poke  con- 
'  temptuoufly  of  them  all,  except  my 
4  uncle,  of  whom  they  made  honour- 

*  able  mention,  agreeing  that  he  was 

*  a   lad   of  merit.     "  Yes,"  faid  one 
'  of  them,  "Don  Pedro  de  la  Fuenta 
**  is  an  excellent    writer :   his   books 
"  contain    a    delicate   raillery    mixed 
"  with  erudition,  which  makes  them 
"  agreeably  fatirical ;  and  I  am  not  at 
<c  all  furprized   at  his  being  elteemed 
**  by  the  court  and   city,  or  at  his  re- 
*{   ceiving  falaries  from  feveral   gran- 
"  dees." — "  He   has,  indeed,'1    laid 
'  the  other,   "  enjoyed  a   pretty  large 
«'  income  thefe  many  years;  and  as  he 
"  lives   with   the    Duke    of    Medina 
"  Coeli,  and   fpends    little,    muft    be 
'*  worth  a   conliderable  fum  of  mo- 
"  nev." 

'  I  did  not  Jofe  one  word  which  the 
poets  laid  concerning  my  uncle,  who, 
we  had  heard  in  the  family,  made  a 
noife  in  Madrid  by  his  works,  fome 
people  travelling  through  Olmedo 
having  told  us  fo  ;  but  as  he  negleft- 
ed  to  let  us  hear  from  him,  and 
Itemed  quite  detached  from  his  rela- 
tions, we.  on  our  part,  lived  in  as 
great  indifference  towards  him.  True 
blood  is,  however,  always  guided  by 
a  fure  inftincl:  as  foon  a*  \  heard 
that  he  was  in  good  circumltances, 
and  knew  where  he  lodged,  I  was 
tempted  to  wait  upon  him  ;  though 
one  thing  emharrafled  me  not  a  little, 
his  being  called  Don  Pedro  by  the 
authors.  That  Don  gave  me  fome 
uneafjnefs:  and  Iwag  afraid  he  might 
be  fome  other  poet  than  my  uncle. 
I  w-»s  no%  however,  (topped  by  this 
conficlerntion  5  but  imagined  that  he 
mi^ht  have  befcn  ennobled  on  ac- 
count of  his  wit,  and  therefore  re- 


folved  to  go  and  fee  him.  For  this 
purpofe,  with  my  matter's  perniif- 
lion,  I  drefled  niyfelf  one  morning 
as  well  as  I  could,  and  went  out  of 
the  (hop,  not  a  little  proud  of  being 
nephew  to  a  man  who  had  acquired 
fuch  reputation  by  his  geniv/s.  As 
the  barbers  are  not  the  leaft  vain 
people  in  the  world,  I  began  to  con- 
ceive a  great  opinion  of  myfelf,  and 
ftrutting  with  an  haughty  air,  en- 
quired for  the  houle  of  the  Duke  de 
Medina  Coali ;  where  preienting  my- 
felf at  the  gate,  and  faying,  I  want- 
ed to  fpeak  with  Don  Predo  de  la 
Fuenta,  the  porter  pointed  with  his 
finger  to  a  little  (tair-cafe,  at  the  far- 
ther end  of  a  court,  which  he  bid  me 
'  afcend,  and  knock  at  the  firftdoor  on 

*  my  right-hand:  I  did  fo,and  (a young 

*  man   coming  out)  alked   if  Signior 

I  Don    Pedro    de    la    Fuenta    lodged 
'  there.     "  Yes,"  faid  he,  "but you 
((  cannot  fee  him   at   prefent." — "  I 
' '  fliould  be  very  glad,""  replied  I,  "  to 
"  fpeak  with  him  ;    for  I  bring  him 
"  iv  ws  of  his  family." — "If  you  could 
*'   bring  him  news  of  the  Pope,"  faid 
'  he,   "  I  would  not  introduce  you  to 

II  his   chamber    juft    now,  for    he    is 
lf  compofing ;  and  when   that    is   the 
11  caff,  we  muft  take  care  not  to  dif- 
'«  turb  his   imagination:  he  will  not 
"  be  vifible  till  noon;  fo  that  you  may 
'*  go  and  take  a  turn,  and  come  back 
"  about  that  time." 

'  I  took  his  advice,  and  walked 
'  through  the  city  the  whole  morning, 
«  thinking  continually  on  the  reception 
«  I  mould  meet  with  from  my  uncle, 

*  who  I  imagined  would  be  extremely 

*  glad  to  fee  me;  I  judged  of  his  len- 
'  timents  by  my  own  ;  and  preparing 
'  myfelf  for  a  very  tender  fcene,  re- 
«  turned  to  his  lodgings,  with  all  di- 

*  ligence,at  the  hourprefcribed.  "You 
"  are  come  in  the  very  nick  of  time,'* 
«  faid  his  valet;  "  for  my  matter  is  juft 
"  going  out  ;  ftay  here  a  minute,  and 
"  J  will  let  him  know  you  are  come." 
'  So  faying,  he  left  me  in  an  outward 
'   room  ;  and,  returning  in  a  moment, 
'  conducted  me  into  the   chamber  of 
'  his  matter,  whole  face  had  fo  much 
<  of  our  family  air  in  it,  that   I  was 
'    Itiuck    with   the    relemblance,    and 
'  could   not  help  thinking  it  was  my 
'  very  uncle  Thomas,  whom  I  had  lett 

*  at  home.     Having  fainted  him  with 

*  profound  relbeft,  I  told  him  I  was 

•  the 
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*  the  fon  of  Mafter  Nicolas  de  la  Fuen- 
'  ta,  barber  in  Olmedo ;  that  I  had 
«  worked  at  my  father's  bufinefs  thefe 
'  three'  weeks  at  Madrid,  in    quality 
'  of  a   journeyman ;    and  that  I   in- 

*  tended  to  make  the  tour  of  Spain  for 

*  my  improvement.  While  I  fpoke,  my 

*  "ncle  feemed  to  mufe,  confidering, 

*  in  all  likelihood,  whether  he  mould 
«  difown  me  for  his  nephew,  or  get 
'  rid  of  me  in  a  more  dextrous  manner. 
'  He  chofe  this  laft  method,  and  af- 
«  fefting  a  fmiling  air,  faid,  "Well, 
"  myifriend,  how  do  thy  father  and 
**  uncles  ?    I  hope  they  are  in   good 
«'  circumftances."     Upon  this,  I  be- 

*  gan  to  defcribe  the  plentiful  propa- 
'  gation  of  our  family;  I  told  him  the 
'  names  t>f  all  the  children,  male  and 
4  female,  and  even  comprehended  in 
'  that  lift,  their  godfathers  and  god- 
'  mothers.     He  did  not  feem  to  inte- 
'  reft  himfelf  infinitely  in  my  detail, 

*  but  coming  to  his  purpofe,  replied, 
'{  Diego,  I  approve  very  much  of  thy 
<«  refolution  to  travel,  in  order  to  make 
"  thee  perfecl  in  thy  profeflion  ;  and 
"  I  advifetheeto  leave  Madrid  as  foon 
"  as  poffible  :  it  is  a  pernicious  place 
"  for  youth,  in  which   thou  wilt  be 
*l  ruined,  my  child  ;   it  will   be  more 
"  for  thy  advantage  to  refide  in  fome 
"  of  the  other  cities  of  the  kingdom, 
"  where  people's  morals  are  not   fo 
<{  much  corrupted.     Go,"  added  hej 
"  and  when  thou  art  ready  to  fet  out, 
"  come  and  fee  me  again  ;  I  will  give 
"  thee  a  piftole,  to  help  thee  to  make 

'  the  tour  of  Spain."  With  thefe 
words,  he  puflied  me  gently  out  of 
his  chamber,  and  fent  me  about  my 
bufinefs. 

*  I  had  not  fenfe  enough  to  perceive 
that  he  wanted  to  remove  me  at  a 
good  diftance  from  him ;  but,  going 
to  our  (hop,  gave  my  mafter  an  ac- 
count of  what  had  parted  ;  he  was  as 
far  from  discovering  the  intention  of 
Signior  Don  Pedro  as  I  was,  and 
faid,  «  I  am  not  at  all  of  thy  uncle's 
et  opinion  :  inftead  of  advifing  you  to 
"  travel,  he  ought  rather,  I  think,  to 
V  make  it  your  intereft  to  ftay  in  this 
'.'  city;    for,  being  intimate  with  fo 
"  many  perfons   of  quality,    he   can 
*5  eafily  fettle  you  in  ibme  great  fami- 
u  ly,  and  put  you  in  a  condition  to 
"  make  your  fortune."     Struck  witn 


«  this  difcourfe,  which  flattered  my  ima- 
'  gination,  in  two  days  I  went  back 
'  to  my  uncle,  and  propofed,  that  he 
'  mould  employ  his  credit  to  procure 
'  admillion  for  me  into  the  family  of 
'  fome  lord  belonging  to  the  court. 

*  But  this  propofal  was  not  at  all  t« 

*  his  liking:  a  vain   man,  like  him, 
'  who  had  free  accefs  to  the  great,  and 
'  ate  every  day  at  their  tables,  could 
'  not  brook  his  nephew's  fitting  with 
'  the  fervants,  while    he   dined    with 

*  their  lords  j  in  this  cafe,  little  Die- 
'  go  would  have  made   Signior  Don 

*  Pedro  blufti.  He  did  not  fail,  there- 
'  fore,  to  refufe  my  requeft,  and  that 

*  not  in  the  moil  civil  manner.  "  Howl 
"  you  little  vagabond,"  faid  he,  with 
'  a  furious  look,  "  wouldit  thou  quit 
"  thy  profeflion  !  Go;  I  abandon  thee 
"  to  thole  who  have  given  thee  fuch> 
'*  pernicious  counlel  :  get  out  of  niy 
"  apartment,  and  never  fet  foot  in  it 
*'  again,  otherwife  I  will  caufe  thee 
"  to   be  chaftifed  as  thou  deferveft." 
'  Confounded  at  thefe  words,  and  ftili 
'  more  at  the  tone  in  which  they  were 
'  delivered,  I  retired,  with  the  tear  in 

*  my  eye,  very  much  affecled  at  his 

*  harfli  behaviour ;  but  as  I  was  na- 
'  tu rally  brifk  and    haughty,  I   foqn 
'  dried  my  tears  ;  my  grief  changed  to 

*  indignation,  and  I  refolved  to  take 
'  no  farther  notice  of  this  unkind  rela- 
'  tion,  without  whofe  afllftance  I  had 
'  hitherto  made  fhift  to  live. 

'  My  whole  thought  being  now  bent 
«  on  cultivating  my  talent,  I  applied 
'  to  bufinefs,  maved  all  day  long,  and 
'  in  the  evening  learned  to  play  on  the 
'  guitar,  by  way  of  recreation.  My 
'  mafter  for  that  inftmment  was  an 
'  old  Signior  Efcudero*,  whofe'beard 
'  I  trimmed,  and  who  taught  me  mu- 

<  fick ;  which   he  underftood  perfectly 

<  well,  having  been  formerly  chorifter 
'  in  a  cathedral  :  his  name  was  Mar- 
«  cos  de  Obregon,  a  fage  perfon,  who 
'  had  a  large  ftock  of  lenfe  as  well  as 
'  experience,  and  loved  me  as  well  as 
«  if  I  had    been   his  own  child.     He 

<  ferved  in  quality  of  uftier  to  a  phyli- 
'  cian's  wife,  who  lived  within  thirty 

<  paces  of  our  houfe,  whither  I  ufed 
'  to  go   in  the  twilight,  when  we  had 
'  left  off  working  ;  and,  fitting  tog;e- 
'  ther  on  the   thremold  of  the  door, 
'  we  ufed  to  make  a  little  concert,  not 


*  Efcudero,  is  a  fjuire  to  wait  on  a  gentlewoman. 
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'  at  all  difagreeable  to  the  neighbours  ; 
'  not  that  our  voices  were  exquifite, 
'  but  while  we  thrummed  upon  the  in- 
'  ftrument,  each  of  xis,  in  our  turn, 

*  accompanied    it   with    finging,    and 
'  tir.tt  waa  fufiicient  to  pleafe  our  au- 
'  dience.    In  particular,    we  diverted 

*  Donna   Mergellina,   the  phyfician's 
'  wife,  who  ufed  to  come  into  the  paf- 
'  fage  to  hear  us,  and  Ibmetimes  made 
'  us  repeat   the  airs  that  were  moft  to 
c  her   liking,  her   hufband  not  being 

*  offended  at  her  enjoying  this  diver- 
'  fion  ;   for  though  he  was  a  Spaniard, 
'  and  already  well  ftricken  in  years,  he 

*  was   not  jealous  :  his  profeflion  en- 
'  grofled  him   wholly,  and   as  he  rc- 

*  turned  fatigued  from  his  patients  in 

*  the  evening,  he  went  to  bed  betimes, 

*  without  being  alarmed  at  his  wife's 

*  attention  to  our  concerts  ;  it  is  pro- 

*  bable,  indeed,  that  he  did  not  think 
'  them  capable  of  making  dangerous 
'  impreffions  ;   and  we  muft  oblerve, 
'  that  he  imagined  he  had  little  or  no 
'  ca  ufe  to  fear,  Mergellina  being  young 
'  and  handibme,  it  is  true,  but  withal 
c  fo  favagely  virtuous,  that  fhe  could 

*  not  fo  much  as  endure  the  look  of  a 
'  man.     He  did  nor,    therefore,    be- 
'  grudge  her  a  parti  me  that  feemed  fo 
c  innocent  and  honourable,  but  left  us 
'  to  fing  as  much  as  wepleafed.     One 

*  evening  when   I  came  to  the  phyfi- 

*  cian's  door,  with  an  intention  to  play 
«  as  ufual,  I  found  the  old  fquire  ex- 
'  peeling  me,  who,  tnking  me  by  the 

*  hand,   faid  he  wanted  to  take  a  turn 
'  with  me  before  we  fhould  begin  our 
'  concert  j   then  leading  me  into  a  by- 

*  ftreet,  where  he  found  we  could  talk 

*  with  freedom,  "  Son  Don  Diego,"  faid 
'  he,  with  a  melancholy  air,  "  I  have 
"   fomething  extraordinary  to  difclofe  : 
•'  I  am  afraid,  my  child,  that  we  both 
"   finll  havecauie  to  repent  of  ^mufing 
"  ourfelves,  in  the  evening,  with  con- 
'.'  rcrts  at  my  matter's  door.     I  have, 
"  doubtlefs,  a  great  friend  fhip  for  you, 
*'   and  am  very   well   pleated  with  ha- 
"  ving  taught  you  to  play  upon  the 
**  guitar,  and  fmg;   but,  had  I  fore- 
*'   leen  the   misfortune  that  threatens 
'*   us,  pleafe  God,  I  would  have  given 
*'   you    your    lefibns    in    fome   other 
*'   place  !"  --  Frightened   at  this  dif- 

*  courfe,  I  begged  the  is  flier  to  be  more 
'  explicit,  and  tell  me  what  we  had  to 

,   for  I  was  not  a  man  who  could 
'  brave   danger;    nor  had  I,    as  yet, 


made  the  tour  of  Spain.     "  I  will," 
faid  he,  "  tell  you  what  is  necelftry 
to  be  known,  that  you  may  rompre- 
hend  the  jeopardy  in  which  we  are. 
When  I  entered  into  the  (ervice  of 
the  phyfician,  which  is  about  a  year 
ago,  he  faid   to   me  one  morning, 
atter  having  brought  me  into   the 
piefenceof  his  wife,  "  Marcos,  be- 
hold  your  miftrefs  ;  this  is  the  lady 
whom  you  are  to  attend  everywhere." 
I    admired  Donna    Mergellina  ;   I 
thought  her  wonderful   pretty,   ex- 
cefllvely   handfome,  and  was  parti- 
cularly  charmed   with  the  agreeable 
air  that  diffufed   itfelf  through  her 
whole  mien. ««  Sir,"  anfwered  I  to  the 
phyfician,  "  I  arn  too  happy  in  be- 
ing  permitted  to  fervefuch  a  charming 
lady.  " — Mergellina,  difguited  atmy 
anfwer,  faid,  inapaflion,  "  Apretty 
fellow,  indeed!  methinks  you  take 
a  great  deal  of  liberty.     I  want  none 
of  your  compliments — notl  !"  Such 
words,  from  a  mouth  fo  agreeable, 
furpriz.d    me   very    much:   I  could 
not  reconcile  this    rutlick  and   in- 
folent    manner     of    fpeaking    with 
the  gentle   appearance  of  my  mif- 
trefs  :    tut  her  hufband,    who  was 
ufed  to  it,  rejoiced  at  his  having  a 
wife  of  fuch  a  rare  character,  told 
me  that  his  fpoufe  was  a  prodigy  of 
virtue  ;   and,  perceiving  that  flic  put 
on   her  veil,  and  prepared  to  go  to 
mafs,  bade  me  conduft  her  to  church. 
We  were  no  foonerin  the  ftreet,  than 
we  met,  which   is  not  at  all  extra- 
ordinary,  feveral   gentlemen,  who, 
ftruck  with  the  fine  air  of  Donna 
Mergellina,  paid  her  a  great  many 
compliments  en  pa/ant.     She   re- 
plied   to  them  all ;   but  you  cannot 
imagine  how  filly  and  ridiculous  her 
anfwerswere.  Every  body  was  aflo- 
nifhed,  and  could  not  conceive  that 
there  was *a  woman  in  the  world  who 
could   be  difpleafed    with   praife.— 
Madam,"  faid  I  to  her,  "  take  no 
notice  of  what  is  faid  to  you  j  it  is 
better  to  keep  filence,  than  to  fpeak 
in  paflion." — "  No,  no,"  anfwered 
fhe,  "  I  will  let  thefe  in  folent  fel- 
lows  know  that  1  won't  be  treated 
with  difrefpeft."     In  ihort,  fo  much 
impertinence   efcaped    her,    that    I 
could  not  help  telling  her  my  fenti- 
ments,  at  the  hazard  of  herdifplea- 
fure.     I  reprefented  to  her,  as  deli- 
cattly  as  I  could,  that  fhe  perverted 
"  nature, 
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"  nature,  and  fpoiled  a  thoufand  good 
tf  qual  ities,  by  her  favage  humour ;  that 
t(  a  woman  o'f  politenefs  and  good-na- 
"  ture  might  infpire  love  without  the 
"  help  of  beauty  5  whereas,  the  hand- 
*'  fomeft  perfon  in  the'world,  without 
"  meeknefs  and  good-breeding,  would 
"  become  the  object  of  contempt.  I 
"  Itrengthened  thefe  arguments  with 
"  many  more  of  the  fame  kind,  cal- 
«'  dilated  for  the  reformation  of  her 
««  behaviour;  and  after  having  mora- 
c<  lized  a  good  deal,  I  was  afraid  that 
*'  my  freedom  would  enrage  my  mif- 
"  trefs,  and  bring  upon  me  fome  fe- 
«  vere  repartee  :  neverthelefs,  me  did 
'*  not  rebel  againft  my  remonflrance, 
*«  but  contented  herfelf  with  neglecting 
*'  it  entirely,  as  well  as  all  the  ietr  that 
'*  I  was  afterwards  foolifli  enough  to 
"  make. 

"  At  length,  I  forbore  to  advife  her 
"  of  her  faults,  and  abandoned  her 
'*  to  the  ferocity  of  her  nature.  Mean 
«'  while,  (would  you  believe  it  ?)  this 
"  ferocious  difpofition,  this  haughty 
**  woman,  is,  within  thefe  two  months, 
**  entirely  changed  ;  me  is  complaifant 
ff  to  every  body,  and  her  behaviour 
"  moll  agreeable ;  me  is  not  the 
"  fame  Mergellina  who  made  fuch 
"  filly  anfwers  to  the  men  that  laid 
"  obliging  things  to  her;  fhe  is  be- 
"  come  fenfible  to  praife  ;  loves  to 
"  be  called  handfome,  and  told  that 
«'  a  man  cannot  behold  her  with  im- 
"  punityj  and  flattery  is  now  as  a- 
"  greeabie  to  her  as  to  any  other  wo- 
"  man  :  the  change  is  fcarce  credible; 
"  and,  what  will  furprize  you  ftill 
**  more,  you  are  the  author  of  iuch  a 
'*  great  miracle  I.Yes,  my  dear  Diego," 
'  continued  the  ufher,  "  you  have  me- 
"  tamorphofed  Donna  MergeJlina  in 
*c  this  manner,  and  converted  that  ti- 
"  grefs  into  a  lamb.  In  one  word, 
"  you  have  attracted  her  regard  :  I 

;<  have  perceived  it  more  than  once, 
'*  and  am  very  much  miftaken  in  the 
(t  fex,  if  me  has  not  conceived  a  moft 

f<  violent  paffion  for  you.  This,  my 
"  child,  is  the  fad  piece  of  news  I  had 
[<  to  difclofe,  and  the  troublefome  di- 
"  lemma  in  which  we  are." 

"  I  can't  fee,"  faid  I  to  the  old  man, 

r«  that  we  have  fo  much  caufe  to  be 
"  afflicted  at  this  affair;  or,  that  it  is 

'  a  misfortune  for  me  to  be  beloved 

f<  by  a  handfome  lady."—'*  Ah,  Di- 
'«  ego  !"  he  replied,  «  you  talk  Like  a 


"  young  man  :  you  look  only  at  the 
*'  bait,  without  perceiving  the  hook; 
"  you  conhder  only  the  pleafure,  but 
*'  I  fore  fee  the  diiagreeable  confequen- 
"  ces.  All  will  come  to  light  in  the 
"  end.  If  you  continue  coming -to 
"  fing  at  our  door,  you  will  inflame 
"  the  paffion  of  Mergellina,  who,  per- 
t(  haps,  lofing  all  reltraint,  will  be- 
'*  tray  her  weaknefs  before  her  huf- 
*'  band  Dr.  Olorofo  j  and  he  who  ap- 
"  pears  fo  complaifant  at  prefent,  be- 
'*  caufe  he  believes  he  has  no  reafoa 
"  to  be  jealous,  will  become  furious, 
"  revenge  himfelf  upon  her,  and  in  all 
"  probability,  make  both  you  and  me 

"  feel    the    effcfts    of   his    rage." 

"  Why,  truly,"  faid  I,  "  Signior 
*'  Marcos,  your  reafons  are  convin- 
*'  cing;  and  I  fubmit  myfelf  wholly  to 
'*  your  advice  ;  give  me,  therefore,  di- 
<*  reftions  how  to  behave,  in  order  to 
"  prevent  mifchief." — "  We  haveno- 
"  thing  to  do,"  anfwered  he,  "  but 
<(  to  give  over  our  concert :  appear  no 
t(  more  before  my  miltreis  ;  and  when 
<f  you  are  no  longer  feen,  fhe  will  re- 
'<  trieve  her  quiet.  Stay  at  your  ma- 
**  fter's  houte,  whither  I  will  come, 
"  and  we  will  play  on  the  guitar  with- 
**  out  danger."-—'*  With  all  my 
"  heart,"  faid  I  ;  "  and  I  promife  ne- 
"  ver  to  let  foot  within  your  door  a- 
"  gain."  I  refolved  in  good  earneft 
'  to  be  as  good  as  my  word  ;  and,  for 
'  the  future,  to  keep  myfelf  clofe  in 
<  the  mop,  fince  the  fight  of  me* was 
'  fo  dangerous. 

'  In  the  mean  time,  honeft  Marcos, 
«  with  all  his  prudence,  found,  in  a 
'  very  few  days,  that  the  means  he 

*  had  contrived  to  extinguifh  the  flams 
'  of  Donna  Mergellina,  produced  a 

*  quite    contrary  effect .     This    lady, 

*  not  having  heard  me  fing  for  two 
'  nights  fucceffively,   aiked  him  why 

*  we  had  difcontinued  ourconcert,*and 

*  for  what  reafon  I  no  longer  appeared. 
'  He  replied,  I  was  fo  bufy  that  I  had 
'  not  a  moment  to  beftow  on  my  plea  - 
'  fures.     She  feemed  fatisfied  with  this 
'  excufe,  and  for  three  days  -more  fup- 
'  ported  my  ablence  with  fortitude  e- 
'  nough  ;  but  at  the  end  of  that  time, 
'  my  princefs  loft  all  patience,  and  faid 
'  to   her   fqiiire,    <c  You   deceive   me, 
"  Marcos,  Diego  muft  have  fome  o- 
"  ther  reafon  for  not  coming  hither  : 
"  there  is  fome  myftery  in  it,  which  I 
"  muft  have  explainefll  j  fpeak,  there- 

*l  fgre, 
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"  fore,  I  order  you,  and  conceal  no- 
*'  thing  of  the  truth."—"  Madam," 
'  anfwered  he,  making  ufe  of  another 
'  expedient,  "  fmce  you  muft  know 
"  the  truth,  I  will  tell  you,  that  he 
4<  commonly  found  fupper  over,  when 
€<  he  went  home,  after  our  con- 
*'  cert}  and  he  does  not  chufe  to  run 
"  the  rifk  of  going  to-bed  with  an 
**  empty  flomach  ?" — "  How  !  with 
"  an  empty  ftomach  !"  cried  fhe,  with 
'  the  marks  of  uneafmefs  j  *'  why  had 
"  not  you  told  me  this  fooner  ?  Go 
<c  to  bed  fupperlefs  !  Poor  baby  !  Go 
*'  to  him  inftantly,  and  bring  him  hi- 
tl  ther  this  very  evening.  Hefhan't  go 
*'  to  bed  with  an  empty  ftomach  j  there 
**  fhall  always  be  a  plate  of  fomething 
«<  refervcd  for  him." 

"  What  do  I  hear  ?"  faid  the  umcr, 

*  affecling  furprize  at  her  difcourfe  } 
*'  Heavens,  what  a  change  !  Is  it  you, 
"  Madam,  that  talk  thus  ?    How  long 
**  have  you  been  thus  gentle  and  com- 
*'  paffionate  ?"— ."  How  long  !''    re- 
4  plied  (he,  hallily,  ft  fmce  you r  abode 
"  in  this   houfe;   or  rather  fmce  you 
4<  condemned  iny  difdainful  carriage, 
"  and  laboured  to  (often  the  rough- 
"  nei's  of  my  behaviour.     But  alas  !" 
'  added  flie  in  a  melting  tone,  "  I  have 
*l  pafled  from  one  extremity  to  ano- 
•*  ther  !   from  being  haughty  and  in- 
44  feniible,   I  am  become  too  foft  and 
'*  tender !   I  love  your  young  friend 
"  Diego,  in  fpite  of  all  my  effprts  to 
"  the  contrary  j  and  his  abfence,  in- 
«'  ftead  of  weakening,  adds   new  vi- 
"  gour  to  my  love!" — "   Is  it  pofli- 
"  ble,"   faid   the  old  man,  '«.  that  a 
"  lad  who  is  neither   handibme   nor 
«  genteel,  mould  be  the  object  of  fuch 
"  a  violent  paflion  ?    I  would  forgive 
«*  your  fentiments,  had  they  been  in- 
ft  fpired  by  fome  gentleman  of  mining 
**  accomplifhments."— "    Ah,    Mar- 
**  cos!"  laid  Mergellina,  interrupting 

*  him,  "  I  don't  refemble  the  reft  of 
**  my  fex — or  rather,  notwithftanding 
44  all  your  long  experience,  you  are  but 
**  little  acquainted  with  women,  if  you 
"  think  that  merit  always  determines 
*'  their  choice.     If  I  may  be  allowed 
lt  U)  judge  by  myfelf',  deliberation  has 
**  no  fliare  in  their  engagements;    love 
4*   is  a  diforder  of  the  mind,  by  which 
*'   we   are    involuntarily  dragged   and 
«'  fattened   to  the  object  j  it  is  a  dif- 
*'  temper  by  which  we  are  feized,  as 
4<  dogs  are  with  madnefs :  ceafe,  there* 


fore,  to  reprefent  Diego  as  unwor- 
thy  of  my  tenderneCs  ;   let  it  fuffice, 
that  my  lore  finds   in  him   a  thou- 
(and   good    qualities  which    efcape 
your  notice,  and  perhaps  only  exift 
in  my  imagination.     It   is  in  vain 
for  you  to  tell  me,  that  neither  his 
features  nor  his   make  deCerve   ihe 
leaft  attention  :  he  feems  to  me  born 
to  captivate,  ami  fairer  than  the  day  I 
belides,  he  has  a  fweetnefs  of  voice 
that  eharms  me,  and  in  my  opinion 
plays  on  the  guitar  with  a  grace  pe- 
culiar  to  himfelf."— "  But,  Ma- 
dam,"  replied  Marcos,  «<  do  you 
conlider   who  this   Diego   is  ?    the 
meannefs    of  his    condition  ?" 
Mine  is  not  much  higher  than  his  j" 
laid    me,    interrupting  him   again  : 
and  if  I  was  even  a  woman  of  qua- 
lity,  that  fliould  be   no  objection." 
'  The  refult  of  this  converfation  was, 
that   the  ufher   thinking   he  fliould 
make  little  progrefs  with  his  remon- 
ftrances,  ceafed  to  oppofe  the  infa- 
tuation of  his  miftrefs  ;  as  an  expert 
pilot  yields  to  the  ftorin  that  drives 
him  from  the  port  in  view.     He  did 
more  for  the  fatisfaclion  of  his  pa- 
tronefs  :  for,  coming  to  me,  he  took 
me  afide,  and  having  recounted  what 
pafled  between  her  and  him  j  <c  You 
fee,    Diego,"  added   he,  ««  that  we 
cannot   help  continuing  our    con- 
cert  at  Mergellina's  door.     There 
is  a  necefllty  for  that  lady's  feeing 
you  again,  my  friend  j  otherwife  flie 
will  commit  fome  piece  of  indifcre- 
tion  that  may  do   innnite  prejudice 
to  her  reputation."     I  was  not  hard- 
hearted  ;  but  told  Marcos,  I  would 
in  the  twilight  repair  to  the  place  of 
allignation  with  my  guitar;  and  that 
he  might  go  and  regale  his  millrtls 
with   this  agreeable  piece  of  news. 
In   this   he  did  not  fail ;  and  that 
paffionate  inamorata  was  raviflied  to 
underftand,  that  fhe  fliould  have  the 
pleafure  of  feeing   and  hearing  me 
that  very  evening. 

'  A  dilagreeable  accident,  however, 
had  well  nigh  baulked  her  expec- 
tation :  for  I  could  not  leave  the 
fliop  before  night )  which,  for  my 
fins,  was  extremely  dark ;  and  as  I 
groped  along  the  (h'eet,  and  had  got 
about  half  way  to  the  place  of  ren- 
clc/vous,  I  was  crowned  from  a  win- 
dow  with  the  contents  of  a  perfuni- 
in;  pan,  that  did  not  at  all  delight 
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*  ttiy  fenfe  of  fmelling,  though  I  may 
«  fafely  fay  I  loft  none  of  it,  fo  exactly 

*  was  I  equipt.     In  this  condition,  I 
'  did  not  know  what  courfe  to  take. 

*  Had  I  returned  to  the  fhop,  I  fhould 
'  have  afforded  a  very  diverting  fcene 

*  to  my  comrades,  and  expofed  my- 

*  felf  to  a  thoufand  unfavoury  jefts  ; 
'  and  I  was  mocked  at  the  thought  of 
'  going  in  this  fine  pickle  to  Mergel- 
'  lina  :    this  laft,  however,   I  refolved 
'  upon  j    and  going  to  the  phyfician's 
'  houfe,  found  the  old  fquire  waiting 
'  for  me  at  the  door.     When  he  told 
«  me,  that  Dr.  Olorofo  being  in  bed, 
«  we  might  freely  divert  ourfelves.     I 

*  anfweredjlmuftfirft  clean  mycloaths: 

*  and  then  related  my  misfortune.    He 

*  fympathized  with  me,  and  conducted 

*  rne  into  a  hall  where  his  miftrefs  was  j 

*  who  no   fooner  learned  my  adven- 

*  ture,  and    faw  my  condition,   than 
«  fhe  grieved  for  me  as  much  as  if  I 

*  had  met  with  the  greateft  misfortune} 
">  '  and  beftowed  a  thoufand  curfes  on 

*  the  perfon  who  had  thus  accommo- 
«  dated  me.     "  But,   Madam,"  faid 
'  Marcos  to  her,    "  moderate    your 
*'  tranfports}  and  confider  that   this 
"  event,  being  the  pure  effect  of  chance, 
"  ought  not  to  be  fo  deeply  relented." 
— "  Why  fhould   not   I,"    anfwered 
«  fhe,  ««  deeply  refent  the  injury  that 
*«  has  been  done  to  this  poor  lamb, 
"  this  dove  without  gall,  who   does 
*f  not  even  complain  of  the  outrage  he 
•c  has  received  ?  O  that  I  was  a  man 
"  this  moment  to  revenge  it I" 

'  She  faid  a  thoufand  things  more 
that  denoted  the  excefs  of  her  love, 
which  fhe  made  appear  no  lefs  by  her 
actions }  for  while  Marcos  was  bufied 
in  wiping  me  with  a  towel,  me  ran 
to  her  chamber,  and  fetched  from  it  a 
box  full  of  all  forts  of  perfumes } 
fweetening  my  cloaths  with  the  fcent 
of  odoriferous  drugs  which  fhe 
burned,  and  afterwards  fprinkling 
them  all  over  with  effences.  The  fu- 
migation and  afperfion  performed, 
this  charitable  lady  went  herfelf  into 
the  kitchen  for  fome  bread,  wine, 
and  flices  of  roafted  mutton,  which 
me  had  let  apart  for  my  entertajn- 
ment  j  and  obliging  me  to  eat,  took 
pleafure  in  ferving  me,  fometimes  by 
cutting  my  victuals,  and  fometimes 
by  filling  wine,  in  fpite  of  all  that 
Marcos  and  I  could  fay  to  difluade 
her  from  fuch  condefcenfion,  When 


'  I  had  fupped,  we  gentlemen  of  the 
'  band  began  to  tune  our  voices  to  our 
'  gtiittars,  and  performed  a  concert 
'  that  charmed  Mergellina.  We  af- 

*  fected,  indeed,  to  fing  thofe  airs,  the 
'  words   of  which  flattered  her  paf- 

*  fion ;  and  it  muft  be  obferved,  that 

*  while  I  fung,  I  frequently  ogled  her 
c  with  the  tail  of  my  eye,  in  fuch  a 
'  manner,  as  blew  the  coals  of  love; 
'  for  I  began  to  be  pleafed  with  the 

*  game.     Although  the  concert  lafted 
'  a  longtime,  I  was  not  at  all  tired  ; 

*  and,   as  for  the  lady,  to  whom  the 

*  hours    feemed    minutes,  fhe  would 
1  willingly   have   fpent  the  night   in 

*  hearing  us,  had  not  the  old  ufher,  to 

*  whom  the  minutes  feemed  hours,  put 
'  her  in  mind  of  it's  being  late.    This 
'  fhe  gave  him  the  trouble  to  repeat 
'  ten  or  twelve    times }  but  fhe  had 
c  to  do  with   one  who  was  indefati- 

*  gable  on  that  fubject,  and  who  gave 

*  her  no  reft  until  I  was  gone.     This 
'  experienced  perfon,  feeing  his  mif- 
'  trefs  abandoned  to  a  foolifh  paffion, 
«   was  afraid  of  fome  crofs  accident : 
'  and  his  fear  was  foon  juftified  }  for 

*  the  doctor,    either  fufpecting  fome 

*  fecret  intrigue,  or  agitated  by  the 

*  demon  of  jeaioufy,  who  had  refpect- 
'  ed  him  hitherto,  took  it  in  his  head 
'  to   find    fault   with    our    concerts, 
'  which  he  forbade   in  a  peremptory 
'  manner}    and,  without  giving  any 
'  reafon  for  his  difguft,  declared  that 
'  for  the  future  he   would   fuffer  no 
'  ftranger  to  come  within  his  doors. 

*  Marcos  advertifed  me  of  this  de- 
'  claration,  which  was  particularly 
'  intended  for  me,  and  mortified  me 
'  not  a  little }  for  I  had  conceived 

*  hopes  I  was  forry  to  forego.     Ne- 

*  vertlielefs,  that  I  may  act  the  faith* 
'  ful  hiftorian,  I  will  own  that  I  bore 

*  my  misfortune  with  patience.    This 

*  was  not  the  cafe  with  Mergellina, 

*  whofe  fentiments  were  more  inflamed 

*  than  ever.     "  My  dear  Marcos/' 
'  faid  fhe  to  her  u flier,  "  from  you  a- 
"  lone  I  expect  affulance}  fall  upon 
"  fome  method,  I   beg  of  you,    to 
<f  bring  Diego    and   me  together   in 
"  private." — ft  What  do  you  afk?" 
c  cried  the  old  man   in   a    rage}   "  I 
"  have  been    already  but    too  com- 
"  plaifant,  and  will  not  undertake,  by 
"  gratifying  your  filly  pafTion,  to  dif- 
"  honour  my  mafter,  ruin  your  repu- 
*'  tation,  and  entail  infamy  upon  rnj> 
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"  felf.     I,   who  have  always  maln- 

"  tained   the  character    of    an    irre- 

•«  proachable  domertick !    I  will    ra- 

"  ther  quit  your  family,  than  ferve 

•*  you  in  fuch  a  fhameful  manner."— 

"  Ah,  Marcos  !"  cried  the  lady,  in- 

'  terrupting  him,  and  frightened  at  his 

'  laft   words,  "you    pierce  my   very 

"  heart  when  you  talk  of  leaving  me  ! 

"  Cruel  man  !  are  you  going  to  for- 

"  fake  me  now,  after  having  reduced 

•'  me  to  this  condition  !  Give  me  back 

"  my  former  pride,  and  that  favage- 

*'  nefs  of  difpofition  you  have  depri- 

"  vedmeof!  Why  dolnotftill  poflefs 

*'  thefe  happy  defects,  which  would 

"  have   preferved     my    tranquillity ! 

**  whereas,    your    indifcreet    remon- 

"  ftrances  have  robbed  me  of  the  re- 

"  pole  I  enjoyed  !  you  have  corrupted 

"  my  morals,  by  endeavouring  to  cor- 

«c  reel  them.     But  what  do  I  fay," 

<  added  me,  "  wretch. that  I  am  !  why 

"  do  I  reproach  you  unjuftly !  No,  my 

'«  father  j  you  are  not  the  author  of 

«c  my  misfortune,  which  cruel  fatea- 

"  lone  decrees !  don't  therefore  take 

"  notice,  I   conjure  you,  of  the  ex- 

<f  travagant  difcourfe  that  efcapes  me  ! 

"  Alas !  my  paflion  diforders  my  un- 

"  derftanding !  have  pity  on  my  weak- 

"  nefs!  you  are  all  my  comfort;   and 

'*  if  you  have  any  regard  for  my  life, 

"  do  not  refufe  your  afliftance." 

*  At  thefe  words,  her  tears  redoub- 
'  ling  in  iuch  a  manner  that  flie  could 
'  not  go  on,  me  covered  her  face  with 

*  her  handkerchief,  and   threw  herlelf 
'  upon  a   chair,  like  a  perfon  finking 

*  under  affliction.     Old  Marcos,  who 
'  was  perhaps  the  beft  foul  of  an  u/her 
«  that  ever  lived,  could  not  refift  fuch  a 
«  moving  fight,  which  affected   him  fo 
'  much,  that  he  even  mingled  his  tears 

*  with  thofe  of  his   miftrefs,    and  f:ud, 
<  with   an    air   of   lendernefs,  "  Ah, 
'*  Madam,    how  bewitching  you  are  ! 
*c  I  am  not  proof  againft  your  forrow  ! 
'<  my  virtue  is  vanquished,  and  I  pro- 
«'  mife  you  my  ailiihince.     I  nin    not 
"  furprized  that  love  has  been  able  to 
*'  make  you   forget  your  duty,   when 
"  pity   alone    has    fevered    me    from 
"  mine."     Accordingly,  the  uflier,  in 

*  fpite  of   his  irreproachable  conduct, 
'  devoted  himfelf  very  obligingly  to  the 
'  paflion  of  Mergeilina  j    and  having 


come  one  morning  to  inForm  me 
of  what  had  happened,  told  me  at 
parting,  that  he  had  already  con- 
certed  a  plan  for  procuring  a  fc- 
cret  interview  between  the  lady  and 
me.  This  re-animated  my  hope  ; 
but  in  lefs  than  two  hours  after,  I 
received  a  piece  of  very  bad  news.  A 
journeyman  apothecary  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood,  one  of  our  cuftomers,  came 
in  to  be  fhaved,  and  while  I  prepared 
the  lather,  faid,  '«  Signior  Diego, 
what  is  the  matter  with  your  old 
friend,  the  old  fquire,  Marcos  d« 
Obregon  ?  Do  you  know  that  he  is 
going  to  leave  Dr.  Olorofo  ?"  Upon 
my  anfwering  in  the  negative,  he  re- 
fumed,  "  It  is  certainly  true  :  he  is 
to  be  difmifled  this  very  day.  His 
mafterand  mine  have  been  juft  talk- 
ing  on  that  fubjeft  while  I  was  by  ; 
and  to  the  beft  of  my  remembrance, 
their  converfation  was  thus  :  "  Sig- 
nior  Apuntador,"  faid  the  phyfician, 
I  have  a  favour  to  afk :  being  dif- 
fatisfied  with  an  old  uflier  who  has 
ferved  me  fome  time,  I  want  to  put 
my  wife  under  the  direction  of  a 
faithful,  fevere,  and  vigilant  duen- 
na." — «  lunderftandyou,"  faid  my 
mafter,  interrupting  him,  "  you  have 
occafion  for  Dame  Melancia,  who 
was  my  wife's  governante,  and 
has  lived  in  the  family  thefe  fix 
weeks  that  I  have  been  a  widower  : 
though  fhe  is  very  ufeful  to  me  in 
houie- keeping,  I  yield  her  to  you, 
on  account  of  my  concern  for  yoUr 
honour.  You  may  depend  upon  her 
for  the  fafety  of  your  forehead  j  /he 
is  a  jewel  of  a  duenna  *,  and  a  very 
dragon  to  guard  the  chnftity  of  the 
female  fex  :  during  the  whole  term 
of  twelve  years  that  (he  was  with  my 
wife,  who,  you  know,  was  both 
young  and  handfome,  I  never  law 
Ib  much  as  the  fhadow  of  a  gallant 
in  my  houfe.  No,  faith  !  it  was  no 
place  for  them  to  play  pranks  in  j 
and,  let  me  toll  you,  the  defunct, 
in  the  beginning,  had  a  ftrong  pro- 
peniity  to  coquetry  ;  but  Dame  Me- 
Jancia  foon  reclaimed,  and  inJpirrd 
her  with  a  tafte  for  virtue.  In  a 
word,  flie  is  a  treafure,  and  you  will 
thank  me  more  than  once  for  the  prc- 
fent  I  make  of  her."  The  Doctot 


Duennas,  arc  females   of"  -ipproved  fidelity,  to  \vhofc  care  the  Spaniards  intruft  the 
;y  of  their  wives  and  daughters. 

"  was 
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*t  was  rejoiced  at  this  encomium  ;  and 
««  Signior  Apuntador  and  he  are  agreed, 
«  that  the  duenna  mall  this  very  day 
"  fill  the  place  of  the  old  uftier." 
«  This  piece  of  news,  which  I  be- 

<  lieved,  and  was  certainly  true,  di- 
«  fturbed  the   ideas  of  pleafure  with 

<  which  I  had  begun  again  to  regale 
«  myfelf;  and  Marcus,  in  the  after- 
«  noon,  confounded  them  effectually, 

<  by  confirming  the  report  of  the  jour- 
«  ney  man -apothecary.  "MydearDie- 
"  go*"  feid  tne  honeft  ufher,  '«  I  am 
««  very  glad  that  Dr.  Oloroib  has  dif- 
"  miffed  me;  acircumftance  thatfpares 
"  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble  :  for  I 
««  not  only  found  myfelf  engaged  in  a 
*'  bad  employment,  but  likewife  under 
«<  a  necefllty  of  contriving  tricks  and 
"  ftratagems  to  bring  Mergellina  and 
'«  you  together  in  private.     What  a 
**  dilemma  had  I  brought  myfelf  into  ! 
"  Thank  Heaven,  I  am  freed   from 
"  thole  troublefome   cares,    and  the 
«  dangers  that  attend  them !  For  your 
"  part,  my  fon,  you  ought  to  con- 
«  Ible  yourfelf  for  the  lofs  of  a  few 
<«  fweet  moments,  which  might  have 
'*  been  followed  by  numberlefs  for- 
«  rows."     I  relifhed  the  reflection  of 
'  Marcos,    becaufe   I  no  longer  had 
•«  any  hopes,  and  thought  no  more  of 
'  the  affair.    I  confefs,  I  was  not  one 
«  of  thofe   ftubborn  lovers,  who  are 

*  animated  by  the  obftacles   in  their 

*  way  j  but  had  I  been  fuch  an  one, 

*  Dame  Melancia  was  enough  to  make 

*  me  quit  my  purfuit ;  for  the  cha- 

*  racier  I  had  heard  of  that  duenna, 

*  feemed  capable  of  driving  any  gal- 
'  lanttodefpair.  Neverthelefs,  in  what- 
c  ever  colours  (he  had  been  painted  to 

*  me,   I  learned,    two  or   three  days 

<  after,    that  the  Doftor's  wife   had 
«  either  lulled    this   Argus,    or   cor- 

*  rupted  her  fidelity.     As  I  went  out 

*  to  (have  one  of  our  neighbours,  a  de- 
'  cent  old  woman  flopping  me  in  the 
'  ftreet,    afked  if  my  name  was  not 
'  Diego  de  la  Fuenta :    when  I   an- 
'  fwered, "  Yes"—"  Well,  then,"  faid 

*  (he,  "  you  are  the  pcrlbn  I  want. 
"  Come  this  night  to  Donna  Mergel- 
"  lina's  door,  and  make   fome  fignal 
"  by  v/hich  you   may  be  known  and 
"  admitted  into  the  houie." — '«  Very 
"  well,"  faid  I  to  her,  "  we  muft  fcrft 
"  agree  upon  the  fignal.  I  can  mimick 
**  a  cat  charmingly,   and  will  mew 
"  feveral  times."—"  That's  enough," 


1  replied  this  (he-Mercury;  "  I  will 
"  report  your  anfwer.  Your  fervant, 
"  Signior  Diego.  Heaven  bleis  you  1 
tf  how  handlbme  you  are!  By  St. 
"  Agnes,  if  I  were  but  fifteen  years 
"  old,  I  would  not  chufe  to  engage 
"  you  for  others  !"  So  faying,  the  of*- 

*  ficious  beldame  departed. 

'  You  may  well  think  that  I  was 
'  furioufly  agitated  by  this  meflage. 

*  Adieu  the  .reflection  of  Marcos  !  I 
'  expecled  night  with  the  utmoft  im- 

*  patience  ;  and  when  I  thought  Dr. 
'  Olorofo  might  be  afleep,  went  to  her 
'  door,  where  I  mewed  fo  loud,  as  to 
'  be  heard  at  a  good  diftance,  and  did 
'  great  honour  to  the  mafter  who  taught 

*  me  fuch  a  polite  art.     In  a  moment, 

*  Mergellina  herfelf  having  opened  the 
'  door  foftly,  and  let  me  in,  (hut  it 
c  again  in  the  fame  manner  ;  and  we 
'  went  together  into  the  hall  where  oar 
'  laft  concert  was  held,  and  which  was 
'  lighted  by  a  fmall  lamp  that  glim- 
'  mered  in  the  chimney  :  we  fat  down 
4  clofe  by  one  another,  for  the  bene- 
'  fit  of  converiing  more  at  our  eafe, 
'  an,d  were  both  very  much  affecled  5 

*  with  this  difference,  however,  that 

*  pleafure  alone  was  the  occafion  of  her 

*  emotion,  while  mine  partook  a  little 
'  of  fear.  My  princefs  in  vain  allured 

*  me,  that  we  had  nothing  to  dread 
'  on  account  of  herhufband:  I  was 
'  feized   with  a  fit  of  (hivering  that 
'  difturbed  my  joy.  "  Madam,"  faid 
'  I  to  her,  "  how  have  you  been  able 
"  to  deceive  the  vigilance  of  your  go- 
"  vernante  ?  After  what  I  had  heard  of 
"  Dame  Melancia,  I  did  not  think  it 
*'  poffible  for  you  to  find  means  to  let 
"  me  hear  from  you,  much  lefs  to  give 
"  me  a  perfonal  interview."     Donna 
'  Mergellina,  fmiling  at  my  difcourfe, 
'  arifwered,    "  You  will  ceafe  to  be 
*c  furprized  at  the  private  opportunity 
ts  we  now  enjoy,  after  I  have  told  you 
"  what  pafled  between  mydxiennaand 
tf  me.     When  (he  came  firft  into  the 
"  family,  my  hufband  loaded  her  with 
"  civilities,  and  laid  to  me,  "  Mer- 
'*  gellina,  I  commit  you  to  the  care 
"  of  this  difcreet  geiulewoman,  who 
"  is  a  luminary  of  all  the  virtues  ;  a 
'*  mirror  which  you  muft  always  have 
"  before  your  eyes,  for  your  improve- 
"  ment  in  wifdom.     This  admirable 
*'  perfon     governed    nn    apothecary's 
"  wife  (a  friend  of  mine)  twelveyears, 
<(  and  that  in  fuch  an  uncommon  man- 

K  z  "  ner, 


7° 


ADVENTURES   OF    GIL    BLAS.' 


ner,  that  (he  became  a  kind  of  faint 
under  her  inftruclion." 
<{  This  encomium,  which  the  fevere 
look  of  Dame  Melancia  did  not  be- 
lye,  coft  me  a  world  of  tears,  and 
threw  me  into  dtfpair.  I  repre- 
fented  to  myfelf  ihe  leclures  I  mud 
hear  from  morn  to  night,  and  the 
rebukes  I  muft  every  day  undergo. 
In  fhort,  I  expected  to  be  the  moft 
unhappy  woman  in  the  world  ;  and 
thinking  it  needlefs  to  be  on  the  re- 
ferve,  in  fuch  a  cruel  ftate  of  ex- 
pe&ation,  I  faid  to  my  duenna,  with 
a  relblute  air,  (as  foon  as  I  found 
myfelf  alone  with  her)  "  You  are, 
doubtlefs,  preparing  a  great  many 
fufferings  for  me  ;  but  I  think  pro- 
per  to advertife  you  before  hand,  that 
I  have  not  a  great  deal  of  patience; 
and  that  I  will  endeavour  to  give 
you  as  711  any  mortifications  as  I  can : 
in  the  mean  time,  I  declare  that  my 
heart  entertains  a  paffion  which  all 
your  remonftrances  (hall  not  impair; 
fo  that  you  may  take  your  ineaiures 
accordingly,  and  redouble  your  vi- 
gilancej  for  I  confefs  I  will  fp?reno- 
thingto  deceive  it."  At  thele  words, 
the  grim-faced  duenna  (wholima- 
gined  was  about  to  give  me  a  fam- 
pie  of  her  office)  cleared  up  her  au- 
ftere  countenance,  and  faid,  with 
a  fmiling  air,  "  lam  charmed  with 
your  humour,  your  franknefs  en- 
courages  mine,  and  I  fee  we  are  de- 
figned  for  one  another.  Ah,  my  fair 
Mergellina!  how  little  are  you  ac- 
quainted  wirh  me,  when  you  judge 
by  the  clrara&er  your  fpoule  the  doc- 
tor  gives  me,  and  by  this  four  af- 
pe6l  I  aflume  !  I  am  fo-  far  from  be- 
ing  an  enemy  to  pleafure,  that  my 
fole  motive  for  hiring  myfelf  as  the 
minifter  of  jealous  hufbands  is,  that 
I  may  the  more  effectually  ferve  their 
handfome  wives.  J  have  long  pof- 
fefled  the  great  myftery  of  dif-uii- 
ing  inyfclfj  and  I  may  call  myfelf 
doubly  happy,  becauic  I  enjoy  the 
convenience  of  fm,  and  tlie  repu- 
t.ttion  of  virtue  at  the  fame  time. 
Between  you  and  me,  this  is  the 
Icope  of  nvinkincl  in  general  :  vir- 
tuc-  itfeif  is  too  difficult  to  be  nc- 
quired  j  and  therefore  people  are  fa- 
tisfied  with  pollefiing  the  appear- 
anre  of  it  !' 
'*  Leave  your  conduct  to  my  direc- 


"  tion,"  added  the  governantej  "ancJ 
4<  I  warrant  you,  we  will  foon  impofe 
"  upon  old  Dr.  Olorofo,  who,  by  my 
'*  troth,  mall  foon  (hare  the  fate  of 
"  Signior  Apuntador  j  for  I  don't  fee 
**  why  the  forehead  of  a  phyfician 
"  mould  be  more  refpefted  than  that 
te  of  an  apothecary.  Poor  Apunta- 
*'  dor !  how  many  tj'icks  his  wife  and 
"  I  have  played  him !  She  was  a 
"  lovely  creature  !  a  good-humoured 
"  foul,  Heaven  reft  it !  I  can  aflure 
"  you,  me  made  a  good  ufe  of  her 
"  youth,  and  did  not  want  abundance 
"  of  admirers,  whom  I  introduced  to 
"  the  houfe  without  ever  being  dif- 
"  covered  by  her  hufband  :  look  upon, 
"  me,  therefore,  Madam,  with  a  more 
"  favourable  eye,  and  be  perfuaded, 
"  that  whatever  talent  the  old  fquire 
"  might;  have  for  your  fervice,  you 
<c  will  lofe  nothing  by  the  change, 
"  and  perhaps  find  me  (till  more  ufeful 
"  than  he  was." 

"  I  leave  you  to  'judge,  Diego,'* 
'  continued  Mergellina,  u  how  much. 
"  I  thought  myfelf  obliged  to  the  du- 
"  enna  for  this  frank  declaration  ;  for 
"  I  looked  upon  her  as  a  perfon  of 
"  the  moft  auftere  virtue;  fo  apt  are 
"  people  to  be  deceived  in  women. 
"  Her  fmcerity  gained  my  heart  in  a 
"  moment:  I  embraced  her  in  a  tran- 
"  fport  of  joy,  that  convinced  her  how 
"  much  I  was  charmed  with  my  lot, 
"  in  having  her  for  a  governante ; 
"  and  afterward^s  freely  imparted  my 
"  fentiments  to  her,  and  begged  that 
"  (he  would,  without  lofs  of  time, 
*'  contrive  a  private  meeting  with  you ; 
**  which  (he  has  not  failed  to  procure. 
"  This  very  morning  (he  let  at  work 
"  that  old  woman  who  (poke  to  you, 
"  and  who  is  an  agent  whom  (he  often 
4f  employed  for  the  apothecary's  wife, 
"  But  the  moft  plcafant  part  of  this 
"  adventure,"  added  (he,  laughing, 
"  is,  that  Melancia,  underftanding 
'*  from  me,  that  my  hu(band  com- 
"  rnonly  (leeps  found,  has  gone  to  bed 
*'  to  him,  and  this  very  minute  fup- 
"  plies  my  place." — "  So  much  the 
*'  worfe,  Madam,"  faid  I  to  Mergel- 

*  lina,   "  1  cannot  approve  of  this  in- 
'*  vention  ;  "  yourhiiiband  may  wake, 
"  and  perceive  the  cheat."— "  Hecan- 
"  not  perceive  it,"  anfwered  ftie,  with 

*  fome  precipitation;  <«  don't  be  un- 
4<  eafy  on  that  fcoie  j  nor  Ictaground- 

«  left 
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««  lefs  panick  poifon  the  delight  you 
«  ought  to  enjoy  with  a  young  lady 
"  who  has  a  regard  for  you/' 

- «  The  old  doctor's  wife  obferving 
«  that  I  was  Hill  difmayed,  notwith- 
'  (landing  her  aflurance,  did  every 

*  thing  in  her  power  to  encourage  me  ; 

<  and  practifed  fo  many  different  en- 
«  deavours  for  that  purpofe,  that  (he 

<  fucceeded  at  laft,  and   I  refolved  to 
«  profit  by  the  occafion ;  but  juft  as 
«  Cupid,  attended   by  the  fports  and 
«  fmiies,  was  about  to  crown  my  hap- 
«  pinefs,  we  were  aftonifhed  by  a  loud 

*  rap  at  the  fheet-door.     Immediately 
«  love  and  his  train  took  wing,  like 
«  a  flock  of  fearful  birds,  difperfed  by 
«  fuddennoife!     Mergellina  conceal - 
'  ed  me  in  a  hurry  under  a  table  that 
«  was  in  the  hall ;    then  blowing  out 
'  the  lamp,  as  it  had  been  agreed  upon 
'  between  her  governante  and  her,    in, 

*  cafe   fuch  a   crofs   accident   mould 
'  happen,    me   went  to  the  chamber 

*  where  her  hufband  was  a-bed.     In 

*  the  mean  time,  the  whole  houfe  rung 

*  with  the  repeated  knocks  that  were 
'  thundered  at  the  door  j  and  the  doc- 

*  tor,  ftarting  out  of  his  fleep,  called 
'  Melancia.     The   duenna,    jumping 
«  out  of  bed,  (although   the  doclor, 
'  who  millook  her  for  his  wife,  bid 
'  her  lye  ftill)  joined  her  miftrefs  in 
'  the  dark ;  who,  feeling  her,    called 

*  Melancia  allb,  and  bid  her  go  and 
'  fee  who  knocked  at  the  door  :  "  Ma- 
**  dam/'  anfwered  the  governante,  "  I 
"  am  here.     Go  to  bed  again,  if  you 
"  pleafe,  and  I  will  go  and  fee  what 
"  is  the  matter.1'     Mean  while  Mer- 
'  gellina,  having  undreffed,  flipped  in- 

*  to  bed  to  the  doctor,  who  had  not 
«  the  leafl  fufpicion  of  the  trrck.    It  is 

*  true,    indeed,    this  fcene    was  per- 
'  formed  in  the  dark  by  two  actreffes, 

*  one  of  whom  was  matchlefs  in  her 
'  way,    and  the  other  an   admirable 

*  proficient. 

'  Tfie  duenna,  wrapped  in  a  robe 

*  deckambre,  appearing  foon  after  with 
s  a  candle  in  her  hand,  faid  to  her 
'  matter,  "  Signior  Doctor,  be  fogood 
"  as    to  rife  :    the    bookieller,    Fer- 
**  nandez  de  Buendia,  our  neighbour, 
tl  has  fallen  into   an   apoplexy,    and 
"  you  are  defired  to  go  with  all  hafte 
"  to  his  afliftance."      Tiie  phyfician 
f  dreffed  him  lei  f  as  foon  as  he  could, 

*  and  went  away  ;  while   his   wife,   in 

*  a  Iqqfe  gown,  came  along  with  the 


duenna  into   the   hall  where  I  was, 
and  drawing  me  from  under  the  ta- 
ble,   more  d«ad  than  alive,  "  You 
have  nothing  to  fear,  Diego,"  faid 
me;  "  recollect  yourfelf."  Then,  In. 
a  few  words,  me  told  me  what  had 
happened,  and  wanted  to  renew  the 
converfation  which  had  been  inter- 
rupted j  but  this  the  governante  op- 
pofed,    faying,    "  Madam,  perhaps 
your  hufband  will  find  the  bookfei- 
ler  dead,  and  return  immediately. 
Befides,"  added  fhe,  perceiving  me 
benumbed  with  fear,  **  what  would 
you  do  with    this  poor  lad  ?  he  is 
in  no  condition  to  maintain  the  con- 
ference, which  you  had  better  defer 
till  to-morrow."     Donaa  Mergel- 
lina  contented  to  this  proposal,    not 
without  regret;  fo  well  did  (he  iove 
the  prefent  time:  and    I  believe  me 
was  very  much   mortified,   that  me 
could  not  then  beftow  upon  the  doc- 
tor the  new  cap  me  had  deftined  for 
him. 

*  As  for  my  own  part,  lefs  forry  for 
having  been  baulked  of  love's  mofl 
precious  favours,  than  glad  to  be  out 
of  danger,  I  went  back  to  my  ma- 
tter's houfe,  where  I  fpent  the  night 
in  reflecting  upon  my  adventure. 
I  hefitated  fome  time  about  going  to 
the  place  of  rendezvous  next  night, 
having  as  bad  an  opinion  of  the  fe- 
cond  enterprize  as  of  the  firft  j  but 
the  devil,  who  is  always  laying  clofe 
fiege  to  us,  or  rather,  on  fuch  occa- 
fions,  takes  pofleflion  of  our  facul- 
ties, fuggefted,  that  I  mould  be  a 
great  booby  to  flop  fhort  in  the  mid- 
dle of  fuch  a  delightful  journey  5 
reprefenting  to  my  fancy  Mergel- 
lina  adorned  with  new  charms,  and 
heightened  the  value  of  the  pleafures 
that  awaited  me:  fo  that  I  refolved 
to  purfue  my  point;  and,  flattering 
myfelf  with  the  hope  of  behaving 
with  more  courage  than  before,  I 
repaired,  in  this  difpofition,  to  the 
doctor's  door,  between  eleven  and 
twelve  next  night,  which  was  fo 
dark,  that  not  one  ftar  appeared  in, 
the  firmament.  I  mewed  two  or 
three  times,  to  give  notice  that  I  was 
in  the  ftreet ;  and  nobody  coming  to 
the  door,  I  not  only  repeated  the  iig- 
naljbutalfo  rniraicked  all  the  different 
exprefllons  of  a  cat,  which  a  fhep- 
herd  of  Olmeda  had  taught  me;  and 
acquitted  myfelf  fo  well,  that  9 
'  neighbour 
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neighbour  going  home,  and  miftak- 
ing  me  for  one  of  thofe  animals 
whofe  notes  I  imitated,  took  up  a 
flint  ftone  he  found  at  his  feet,  and 
threw  it  at  me  with  his  whole  ftrengih, 
crying,  "  Curfeon  the  caterwauler  !" 
I  received  the  blow  upon  my  head, 
which  ftunned  me  ib  much,  that  I 
had  well  nigh  tumbled  backwards. 
I  felt  myieJf  wounded  j  a  circum- 
ftance  fufficient  to  give  me  a  dif- 
guft  at  gallantry  ;  and,  lofing  my 
love  with  my  blood,  returned  to  our 
houfe,  where  I  alarmed  and  raifed 
the  whole  family.  My  matter  ex- 
amined and  drefled  my  wound,  which 
he  thought  dangerous}  but  it  was 
attended  with  no  bad  confequence, 
and  in  three  weeks  difappeared. 
During  all  that  time,  1  heard  not 
one  fyllable  about  Mergellina  ;  and 
it  is  not  unlikely  that  Dame  Melan- 
cia,  in  order  to  detach  her  from  me, 
introduced  her  to  fipme  better  ac- 
quaintance. But  tnis  gave  me  no 
concern  :  for  as  loon  as  I  found  my- 
felf  perfectly  cured,  I  left  Madrid,  in 
order  to  perform  my  tour  of  Spain.' 


CHAP.     VIII. 

GIL  BLAS  AND  HIS  COMPANION 
COME  UP  WITH  A  MAN  WHOM 
THEY  PERCEIVE  SOAKi  NT,  CRUSTS 
OF  BREAD  IN  A  SPRING;  AND 
ENTER  INTO  CONVERSATION 
WITH  HIM. 

SIGNIOR  Diego  de  la  Fuenta  re- 
counted a  good  many  more  adven- 
tures that  had  happened  to  him  $  but, 
in    my    opinion,    fo    little  worth    the 
breath  they  coft,  that  I  fliall  pafsthem 
over  in  filence  j  though  I  was  obliged 
to  hear  the  recital,  which  was  fo  tedi- 
ous, that  it  brought  us  as  far  as  Ponte 
de  Duera.     In  this  viikige  we  ftaid  the 
.ing  parr  of  the  day  ;   and,  at  the 
inn  where  we  lodged,  ordered  for  fup- 
\»  r   a  difh   of   cabbage  -  foup,  and   a 
ronfted  hare,  the  fpccies  of  which  we 
were    at   great  pains   to  prove  before- 
hind.     On  the  morrow,  at  break  of 
.ve    purfued   our    jouiney,  after 
:  with  pret- 

i  wine,  ami  turnifnedour  knap- 

.  ith  fome  ilircs  of  bn.-ul,  and  tlie 

!  '.vlnci)  remained  from 


When  we  had  gone  about  two  lea- 
gues, we  began  to  be  hungry ;  and  per- 
ceiving feveral  largetrees,  which  formed 
an  agreeable  made  in  the  fields,  about 
two  hundred  paces  from  the  highway, 
we  went  thither  to  make  a  halt,  and 
found  a  man,  feven  or  eight  and  twenty 
years  old,  foaking  fome  crufts  in  a 
fountain.  A  long  fword  lay  by  him 
on  the  grafs,  with  an  haverfack,  of 
which  he  had  unloaded  his  moulders  ; 
and,  though  he  was  poarly  cloathed, 
he  difcovered  a  good  Ihape  and  mien. 
We  accofted  him  in  a  civil  manner  j 
upon  which  he  faluted  us  with  great 
complaifance,  and  prefenting  his  crufts, 
aflced  with  a  fmile,  if  we  would  be  of 
his  mefs  :  we  anfwered,  yes,  provided 
he  would  give  us  leave  to  improve  the 
repaft,  by  joining  our  breakfaft  with 
his.  He  freely  confenting,  we  imme- 
diately produced  our  victuals,  which 
afforded  no  unpleaiing  view  to  the 
ftranger,  who  cried,  in  a  tranfport  of 
joy,  *  How,  gentlemen  !  egad,  there's 
'  ftore  of  munition  for  the  belly  !  I 
'  fee  you  are  provident  people  j  for  my 

*  own  part,  I   feldom  travel  fo  well 
'  provided,  but  depend   a  good  deal 

*  upon  chance.     Notwithftanding  my 
'  prefent  fituation,  however,  I  may  fay 

*  without  vanity  that  I  fometimes  make 

*  a  pretty  brilliant  appearance.     You 
'  muit  know,  that  I  am  ufually  treated 

*  like  a  prince,  and  have  guards  in  my 

'  train/ *  I  underftand  you,'  laid 

Diego  5  *  you  would  intimate  that  you 
«  are  a  player  ?' — '  You  have  hit  it,* 
replied  the  other  ;  '  I  have  a&ed  thele 
«  fifteen  years  at  leaft  j  for  I  performed 
'  fome   final  1   parts  while  I  was  yet  a 
«  child.' — «  To  be  plain    with  you,* 
faid  the  barber,  making  his  head,  «  I 

*  can  fcarce  believe  what  you  fay.     I 
«  know  what  fort  of  people  the  come- 
£  dians    are  ;    thefc   gentlemen    don't 
'  travel  a  foot,  and  dine  with  St.  An- 
<  thony,  as  you  do  j  therefore  I  can- 
'  not  help  thinking  that  you  are  no 

*  more  than  a  candle-fnufter.'— •  *  You 

*  may  think  of  me  as  you  pleafe,'  re- 
plied the  (hge-player;   *  but  I  aftirm, 
«  that  I  acl  the  very  top  parts,  and  a- 
«  mong  the  reft,  that  of  the  lover.*— 

*  If  that  be  the  cafe,'  faid  my  comrade, 
'  I  congratulate  you  upon  it ;  and  am 
'  very  proud  that  Signior  Gil  Bias  and 
'  I  have  the  honour  to  breakfall  with 

*  a  perfon  of  fuch  importance.' 

We 
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We  then  began  to  gnaw  our  crufts, 
and  the  precious  remains  of  the  hare, 
bellowing  fuch  rude  embraces  on  the 
bottle,  that  it  was  empty  in  a  very 
fliort  time  ;  and  being  fo  bufy  with 
what  we  were  about,  that  we  fcarce 
ipoke  one  word  during  the  repaft  i 
which  being;  ended,  the  converfation 
was  thus  relumed.  <  I  am  furprized,1 
faid  the  barber  to  the  player,  *  to  fee 
'  you  in  fuch  indifferent  circumftances  : 
'  for  a  ftage-hero,  methinks  you  have 
'  a  very  needy  appearance  ;  you'll  par- 

*  don   my    freedom.'  —  'Your    free- 
«  dora  !'  cried  the  after,  «  ah  !  truly, 
'  you  are  little  acquainted  with  Mel- 
'  chior  Zapata.  Thank  Heaven,  I  am 
'  not  at  all  exceptions  !  you  do  me  a 
'  pleafure,  in  fpeaking  fo  frankly  ;  for 
«  I  myfelf  love  to  tell  my  mind  with- 
<  out  referve.     I  fincerely  own  I  am 
'  not  rich. — Look,'  added  he,  mew- 
ing that  his  doublet  was  lined  with 
play-bills,  '  this  is  the  fluff  that  ulu- 

*  ally  lervesme  forlining  j  and  if  you 

*  have  any  curiofity  to  fee  my  ward- 
«  robe,  it  mall  be  forthwith  gratified.' 
At  the  fame  time  he  took  out  of  his 
knapfack  an  old  fuit  laced  with  tinfel, 
a  forry  hat  with  fome  old  plumes  of 
feathers,  a  pair  of  filk  ftockings  full 
of  holes,  and  red  buikins  very  much 
worn.     '  You  fee,'   faid  he,    f  I  am 

tolerably  poor.' — *  That's  what  fur- 
prizes  me,'  replied  Diego.  '  So  you 
have  neither  wife  nor  daughter  ?' — <  I 
have  a  wife,  young  and  handfome,' 

aid  Zapata  j  '  yet  I  am  never  a  bit  the 
better  for  it  j  fo  wonderfully  capri- 
cious is  my  fate.  I  married  a  beauti- 
ful a&refs,  in  hopes  that  me  would 
not  let  me  ftarve  ;  and  unfortunately 
for  me,  (he  is  incorruptibly  chafte. 
Who  the  devil  would  not  have  been, 
deceived  as  I  was  ?  there  happened 
to  be  one  virtuous  woman  among  the 
ftrollers,  and  me  muft  fall  to  my 
lot !' — «  Truly,  you  have  had  bad 
luck,'  laid  the  barber  j  '  but  why  did 
you  not  marry  an  aclrefs  of  the 
king's-  company  at  Madrid,  in  which 
cafe  you  could  not  have  been  difap- 
pointed  ?' — {  I  grant  it,'  replied  the 

>layer:  f  but  a  plague  upon  it !  a  lit- 
tle country  droller  dares  not  afpire 
to  thofe  famous  heroines ;  that  is  as 
much  as  an  aclor  of  the  prince's 
company  can  do  -t  fome  of  whom  are 
even  obliged  to  match  in  the  city. 
Luckily  for  them,  the  city  is  well 
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'  ftored,  and  they  often  lighten  yoke- 

'  fellows  not  a   whit  inferior  to  thofe 

*  princelfes  who  were  brought  up  be- 

*  hind  the  fcenes.' 

'  Have  you  never  endeavoured,'  faid 
my  companion  to  him,  '  to  be  intro- 

*  duced  into  that  company  ?  Muft  one 

*  have  infinite  merit  to  be  admitted  in- 
'  to  it?1 — «  Good  !'  replied  Melchior, 
'  you  are  merry  with  your  infinite  me- 

*  rit.  It  iscompofed  of  twenty  aclors  : 
'  afk  their  characters  in  town,  andyou 
'  will  hear  them  finely  handled.  More 
'  than   one   half  delerve  to  cany  the 
'  knapfack  ftill  j  but,  for  all   that,  it 
'  is   no  eafy  matter  to  be  received  a- 
'  mong  them.    One  muft  have  money, 
'  or  powerful  friends,  to  fupply  the 
'  want  of  talents.     This  I  ought  to 
'  know,   fince  I  am   juft   come  from 

*  making  a  trial  at  Madrid,   where  I 
'  have  been  hooted  and  hi  (Ted  in  a  hell- 
c  i/h  manner,   although  I  deferved  to 
'  be  applauded  to  the  (kies  5     for  I 
'  roared,  ranted,    burlefqued    Nature 

*  an  hundred   times  j    and  moreover, 
'  in    my    declamation,     clapped    my 
'  clenched  fill  to  my  princefs's  nofe. 
'  In  a  word,  I  performed  in  the  tafte 

*  of   the  great  aitors   in  vogue  ;   and 

*  yet   the  fame  audience  that  reliftied 
'  this   behaviour    in  them,  could  not 
'  endure  it  in  me.     You  fee  the  force 
f  of  prejudice  !     Wherefore,   finding 
'  myfelf  incapable  of  pleafing  on  that 
'  ftage,    and  having  nothing  to  fecure 

*  my  reception  in  defiance  of  the  town, 

*  I  am  going  back  to  Zamora,  where 

*  I  mall  rejoin  my  wife  and  comrades, 
'  who  are  not  in   the   molt  flourishing 
'  circumftances.     God  grant  that  we 

*  may  not  be  obliged  to  beg  our  way 

*  to    the   next   town  !    a    misfortune 
'  which  has  already  happened  to  us 
4  more  than  once.' 

With  thefe  words,  this  prince  of  the 
drama  fprung  up,  fhouldered  his  knap- 
fack, girded  on  his  fword,  and,  at  patt- 
ing, pronounced  with  a  theatrical  air, 
'  Gentlemen,  adieu  !  may  the  gods  ex- 

*  haii ft  their  bounties  on  you  !' — '  And 

*  you,'   replied  Diego,  *  may  you,   at 
'  your  return  to  Zamora,  behold  your 
'  wife's  condition  and  temper  ch.ing- 

*  ed.*       Signior     Zapata     no    iboner 
(hewed  his  heels,  than  he  began  to  re- 
hearfe  as  he  walked,  and  immediately 
the  harbor  and  I  biffed,  to  put  him  in 
mind  of  his  trial  :  the  noii'e  reaching 
his  ears,  he  thought  he  ftill  heard  the 

catcalls 
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cntcalls  of  Madrid  ;  upon  wliich  he 
looked  back,  and  perceiving  that  we 
iri..cie  merry  at  his  expence,  far  from 
being  incer.fed  at  our  buffoonery,  took 
all  in  good  part,  and  continued  his 
jioiic,  burfting  into  fits  of  laughter  all 
the  way.  We  returned  his  mirth  with 
all  our  might ;  and,  getting  back  into 
the  high  road,  purlued  our  journey. 


CHAP.    IX. 

THE  CONDITION  IN  WHICH  DIEGO 
FINDS  HIS  FAMILY;  AND  AN  AC- 
COUNT OF  THE  REJOICINGS  :  AF- 
TER WHICH,  GIL  BLAS  BIDS  HIM 

FAREWEL. 

HAVING  flept  that  night  be- 
tween Moyados  and  Valpuefta, 
in  a  little  village  whole  name  I  have 
forgot,  we  arrived  next  day,  about 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  in  the 
plain  of  Olrnedo.  *  Signior  Gil  Bias/ 
laid  my  comrade,  l  there  is  the  place 
of  my  nativity,  which  I  cannot  be- 
hold again  without  tranfport ;  fo  na- 
tural it  is  to  love  one's  country.' — 
Signior  Diego,1  aniwered  I,  '  one 
who  exprefies  fuch  regard  for  his 
native  country,  might,  I  think,  have 
fpoke  of  it  a  little  more  adv'antage- 
oufly  than  you  have  done:  Olmedo 
feems  to  be  a  city,  and  you  told  me 
it  was  only  a  village.  It  ought,  at 
leaft,  to  be  dignified  with  tho  epithet 
of  a  market-town.' — 'I  beg  it's 
pardon,"  replied  the  barber  j  «  but 
I  muft  own,  that  after  having  feen 
Madrid,  Toledo,  Saragofa,  and  all 
the  great  cities  I  touched  at  in  mak- 
ing my  tour  of  Spain,  I  look  upon 
the  fmall  ones  as  villages.'  As  we 
advanced  into  the  plain,  we  thought 
\vc  obflrved  a  great  concourl'c  of  peo- 
j'l-j  ne;tr  Olmedo,  and  when  we  were 
r.ear  enough  to  difceru  obje6ls,  we 
found  fomething  to  attract  our  atten- 
tion. 

There  were  three  tents  pitched  at  a 
fm:»'l  diftance  from  one  another,  and 
hard  by  a  grot  number  of  cooks  and 
fcullions  pn  .  ft-afl  :  fomt  laid 

cloth  on  long  tables,  placed  under  the 
tents  ;  fome  filled  can  hen  pitchers 
with  wine;  others  made  the  pots  boil, 
and  others  again  turned  fpits  that  were 
loaded  with  all  forts  of  meat :  but  what 
I  confulervd  more  attentively  than  all 


the  red,  was  a  great  fhge,  raifed  and 
adorned    with  decorations  of  painted 
paper  of  different  colours,  and  garnifh- 
ed    with    Greek    and   Latin    devices. 
The  barber  no  fooner  perceived  the  in- 
fcriptions,    than   he   laid,  '  All   thefe 
Greek  mottoes  favour  itrongly  of  my 
uncle   Thomas,   who,    I'll    hold    a 
wager,  has  a  hand  in  the  bufmefs : 
for,  between  you  and   me,   he  is  a 
learned  man,  and  has  a  pour  of  col- 
lege-books by    heart  :    his  greateft 
fault   is,  that  he   inceflTantly  quotes 
paflages  from  them  in  converfation, 
which  is  not  agreeable  to  every  body, 
Beiides,"  added  he, «  my  uncle  has 
tranflated  a  good  many  Greek  and 
Latin  authors,  and  is  quite  mafter  of 
the  ancients,  as  one  may  fee  by  the 
learned  remarks  which  he  has  made: 
had  it  not  been  for  him,  we  mould 
never  have  known,  that  in  the  city 
of  Athens  children  cried  when  they 
were  flogged  j  we  owe  that  difcovery 
to  his  profound  erudition/ 
After  my  comrade  and   I  had  ob- 
ferved  all  thole  things  which  I   have 
mentioned,  we  were  curious  to  know 
the  caufe  of  fuch    preparations,  and 
went  forward  to  enquire,  when  Diego 
recognized  in  the  director  of  the  feaft, 
Signior  Thomas  de  la  Fuenta,  whom 
he  accolled  with  great  eagernefs.     The 
fchool-mafter  did  not,   at  firrt,  know 
the  young  barber  ;    fo    much  was  he 
altered  during  an  abfence  often  years  : 
but  recollecting  him  at  laft,    he  em- 
braced    him     affectionately,     faying, 
What !    do  I  fee  thee,  then,  Diego, 
my  dear  nephew  ?    Do  I  fee  thee  re- 
turned to  the  town   where  thou  firft 
law1  ft  the  light  ?    Thou  art  come  to 
revifit  thy  houmol.i  >i',-H's  '•>   a"d  Hea- 
ven reflores  thee  fnfe  and   found  to 
thy  kindred  !  O  day,  thrice  and  four 
times  happy  !   O  rhy  to  be 

mi'.rked  with  a  white  liotu  !  A  world 
of  changes  have  happened,  my  friend,' 
nirfucd  he  j  *  thy  uncle  Pedro,  the 
poet,  has  fallen  a  victim  to  Pinto, 
having  died  three  months  ago.  That 
mifcr,  while  alive,  w:>s  afraid  of 
winting  the  neceflaries  of  life,  Ar- 
grnti  pallebat  ,>  I  ;  though 

he  received  large  penlio:is  frou, 
vcral  grandees,  he  did  not  fpend  ten 
piftoles  a  year  for  his  fubiiftcnce,  and 
was  even  lerved  by  a  .valet  whom  he 
did  not  maintain.  That  fool,  more 
fcnfclcfs  than  the  Grecian  Ariftip- 
4  pus, 
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pus,  who  ordered  his  flaves  to  throw 
away,  in  the  defarts  of  Africk,  the 
riches  they  carried,  as  a  burden  that 
incommoded  them  in  their  march} 
— he,  I  fay,  heaped  up  all  the  gold 
and  filver  he  could  fcrape  together  } 
and  for  whom  ?  for  thole  very  heirs 
he  would  not  fo  much  as  fee.  He 
died  worth  thirty  thoufand  ducats, 
which  thy  father,  thy  uncle  Bertrand, 
and  I,  have  equally  fhared  among 
us  :  fo  that  we  are  able  to  fettle  our 
children  to  our  heart's  defire.  My 
brother  Nicolas  has  already  difpof- 
ed  of  thy  fitter  Therefa,  whom  he 
has  given  in  marriage  to  the  fon  of 
one  of  our  alcaldes.  Connutio  junxlt 
Jiabiliy  propriumque  dicavit.  Thefe 
nuptials,  performed  under  the  moft 
happy  aufpices,  we  have  celebrated 
thefe  two  days  with  fuch  preparation} 
three  tents  being  pitched  in  the  plain, 
one  for  each  of  the  three  heirs  of  Pe- 
dro, who,  in  their  turns,  bear  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  day.  I  \vifh  thou  hadft 
arrived  fooner,  to  have  fben  the  be- 
ginning of  our  rejoicings.  The  day 
before  yefteiday,  when  they  were 
married,  thy  father  gave  a  Sumptu- 
ous entertainment,  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  courfe  at  the  ring :  thy 
uncle,  the  mercer,  treated  yefterday, 
and  regaled  us  with  a  paltoral  feail:j 
ten  of  the  genteeleft  youths>  and  as 
many  handfome  maidens,  were  drefT- 
ed  like  fhepherds,  all  the  ribbands 
and  points  in  his  mop  being  em- 
ployed to  adorn  them.  1'his  gay 
company  performed  feveral  dances, 
and  fuhg  a  thoufand  light  and  tender 
catches :  neverthelefs,  tho'  nothing 
was  ever  more  gallant,  the  fpeclators 
did  not  feem  to  relifh  it,  which  fliews 
that  paftoral  is  quite  out  of  date. 
'  To-day,'  added  he,  *  every  thing 
is  to  be  at  my  coft  j  and  I  will  exhi- 
bit to  the  inhabitants  of  Olmedo  a 
(hew  of  my  own  invention.  Finis 
coronabit  opus.  I  have  ordered  a 
theatre  to  be  raifed,  on  which  (God 
willing)  I  will  make  my  fcholars  re- 
prefent  a  piece  of  my  own  compofing, 
intitled,  The  Diverfions  of  Muley 
Bugentuff,  King  of  Morocco.  It 
will  be  extremely  well  afted,  becaufe 
I  have  fcholars  who  declaim  like  the 
players  of  Madrid  :  they  are  the  fons 
of  f.ifhionable  people  living  at  Pen- 
nafiel  and  Segovia,  who  are  boarded 
with  me,  and  are  becoioe  excellent 


aftors  under  my  inftrucliqn.  Their 
performance  will  appear  to  be  of  a 
malterly  ftamp,  nt  ita  dicam.  With, 
regard  to  the  piece,  I  fhall  fay  nothing, 
that  thou.mayeft  enjoy  the  pleafure  of 
jfurprizei  but  only  oblerve,  that  it  mud 
tranfport  the  fpeclators  :  for  it  is  one 
of  thofe  tragick  fubjecls  which  wake 
the  foul  by  the  images  of  death  they 
prefent  to  the  view.— I  am  of  An- 
ftotle's  opinion,  that  the  chief  end  of 
tragedy  is  to  raife  terror.  Oh  !  if  I 
had  attached  myfelf  to  the  drama,  I 
would  have  introduced  none  but 
bloody-minded  princes,  and  heroick 
aflaffins  on  thefcene,  and  would  have 
bathed  myfelf  in  gore:  and  in  my 
tragedies,  not  only  the  principal  per- 
fons,  but  even  their  guards  mould 
have  pcrifhetl.  I  would  have  mur- 
dered them  all,  to  the  very  prompter. 
In  a  word,  my  tafte,  is  horror  j  and 
we  fee  that  fuch  poems  captivate  the 
multitude,  fupport  the  luxury  of  the 
players,  and  enable  the  author  to  live 
at  his  eafe.' 

Jull  as  he  had  done  fpeaking,  we  faw 
coming  out  of  the  village  into  the  plain 
a  great  concourfe  of  men  and  women. 
Thefe  were  no  other  than  the  new- 
married  couple,  accompanied  by  their 
relations  and  friends,  and  preceded  by 
ten  or  twelve  muficians,  who,  playing 
all  together,  performed  a  moll  thunder- 
ing concert.  We  went  up  to  meet 
them,  and  Diego  made  liimfelf  known  j 
upon  which,  the  whole  aflembly  broke 
out  into  fhouts  of  joy*  and  every  one 
was  eager  to  embrace  him  j  fo  that  he 
was  fufficiently  employed  in  receiving 
their  exprelTions  of  friendOiip.  Hi* 
whole  family,  as  well  as  all  who  were 
prefent,  having  well  nigh  fmothere'tl 
him  with  careifes,  liis  father  faid  to 
him,  '  Welcome,  Diego  j  thou  findeft 
*  thy  parents  fomewhat  bettered  in 
'  their  circumftances,  my  child.  I  fiiail 
'  fay  no  more  at  prefent,  but  explain 
'  myfelf  more  particularly  by  and  by."" 
Mean  while  the  company,  advancing 
into  the  plain,  repaired  to  the  tents,  and 
fat  down  at  the  tables  that  were  cover- 
ed j  and  I  and  my  companion,  whom  1 
would  not  quit,  dined  with  the  bride- 
groom and  bride,  who  feemed  to  be- 
very  well  matched.  The  rep  a  it  was 
pretty  long,  becaufe  the  fchoolmaftei 
had  the  vanity  to  furnifli  three  courfes> 
in  order  to  excel  his  brothers,  who  had 
not  treated  with  fo  mud) magnificence, 
L  Ai'tzr 
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After  the  banquet,  all  the  gueftsex- 
prefled  impatience  to  fee  the  the  repre- 
Itntation  of  Signior  Thomas's  piece  ; 
not  doubting  (as  they  laid)  that  the 
production  of  fuch  a  fine  genius  would 
anlwer  their  moft  fanguinc  expectation. 
Accordingly,  approaching  the  ftage,  be- 
fore which  the  muficians  had  already 
taken  their  feats,  in  order  to  play  be- 
tween the  acls,  every  body,  in  the  moft 
profound  filence,  waited  for  the  begin- 
ning. The  actors  appeared  on  the 
fcene,  and  the  author,  with  his  poem  in 
his  hand,  fat  down  on  one  fide,  to 
prompt  them.  It  was  not  without  rea- 
1'on  that  he  told  us  the  piece  was  tra- 
gical j  for,  in  the  firlt  a£l,  the  King  of 
Morocco,  by  way  of  recreation,  mot  an 
hundred  Moorifh  (laves  with  arrows  : 
in  the  fecond,  he  beheaded  thirty  Portu- 
gueze  officers,  whom  one  of  his  captains 
had  made  prifoners  of  war  j  and  in  the 
third  and  laft,tlvs  monarch, mad  with  his 
wives,  fets  fire  with  his  own  hand  to  a 
detached  palace,  in  which  they  were 
(hut  up,  and  reduces  them  and  it  to 
aflies.  TheMoorim  flaves,  as  well  as 
the  Portugueze  officers,  were  figures  of 
ozier,  very  artfully  made ;  and  the  pa- 
lace, compofcd  of  paper,  feemed  all  on 
a  flame  by  an  artificial  fire-work.  This 
conflagration,  accompanied  with  a 
thoufand  doleful  fhrieks,  that  feeirred 
to  iflue  from  the  midft  of  the  flames, 
concluded  the  pkce,  and  clcfed  the  fcene 
in  a  very  diverting  manner.  The  whole 
plain  echoed  with  the  applaufe  that  was 
given  to  fuch  a  fine  tragedy,  which  jufti- 
ficd  the  good  tafte  of  the  poet, and  mewed 
that  he  knew  how  to  chu-le  his  fubjelt. 

I  thought  there  was  no  more  to  be 
feen,  after  the  diverlions  of  Muley 
Bugentuffj  but  I  was  miftaken  :  for 


we  were  advertifed  of  a  new  fliew  by 
the  found  of  drums  and  trumpets. 
This  was  a  diftribution  of  prizes  : 
Thomas  de  la  Fuenta,  to  make  the 
feaft  more  folemn,  having  ordered  all 
his  fcholars  (as  well  thole  who  were 
boarded  with  him  as  the  reft)  to  com- 
pofe,  and  intending  to  beftow  on  thofe 
who  had  fucceeded  beft,  books  bought 
at  Segovia  with  his  own  coin.  Im- 
mediately, therefore,  twofchool-forms 
were  brought  upon  the  ftage,  with  a 
prefs  full  of  little  books  handfomely 
bound}  then  ail  the  aftors  returned 
upon  the  fcene,  and  ranged  themlelves 
round  Signior  Thomas,  who  looked 
as  big  as  the  head  mafter  of  a  college, 
and  held  a  paper  in  his  hand,  on 
which  were  written  the  names  of  thofe 
who  were  to  obtain  the  prizes:  this 
he  gave  to  the  King  of  Morocco,  who 
began  to  read  it  with  a  loud  voice  j  and 
every  fcholar  who  was  called,  going 
in  a  refpe&ful  manner,  received  a  book 
from  the  pedant,  who  was  afterwards 
crowned  with  bays,  and  ordered  to  fit 
down  on  one  of  the  benches,  that  he 
might  be  expofed  to  the  admiration  of 
the  crowd.  Neverthelefs,  how  defi- 
rous  foever  the  ichoolmafter  was  of 
fending  home  the  fpeftators  fatisfied, 
he  could  by  no  means  effeil  it;  becaufc 
having  diflributed  almoft  all  the  prizes 
among  his  boarders,  as  the  cuftom  is, 
the  mothers  of  fome  of  the  reft  being 
prefent,  were  offended  j  and  opanly 
accufed  the  pedant  of  partiality,  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  this  entertain- 
ment, which  had  hitherto  been  fo  glo- 
rious for  him,  had  like  to  have  ended 
in  mifchief,  like  the  icait  of  the  La- 
pithae. 


END     OF     THE     SECOND     BOuK. 


T  HE 


THE 

ADVENTURES 

O  F 


G        I       L 


B       L       A       S 


O  F 


SANT,  ILLANE. 


BOOK    III. 


CHAP.     I. 

THE  ARRIVAL  OF  GIL  BtAS  AT 
MADRID;  WITH  AN  ACCOUNT 
OF  THE  FIRST  MASTER  HE 
SERVED  IN  THAT  CITY. 

J- r*>v*/*\  A  V  l  N  G  ftald  f°mC  timC 

<f  3*    with  the  young  barber, 

H  {£  I  afterwards  joined  a 
^  ij,  merchant  of  Segovia,  in 
v^»  his  way  through  Olme- 
do,  with  four  mules,  on  which  he  had 
tranfported  goods  to  Valladolid,  and 
was  returning  with  them  unloaded. 
We  became  acquainted  on  the  road; 
and  he  conceived  fuch  friend/hip  for 
me,  that  he  infifted  upon  my  lodging 
at  his  houfc,  when  we  arrived  at  Sego- 
via. There  he  detained  me  two  days  ; 
and  when  I  was  ready  to  fet  ou-t  for 
Madrid,  along  with  a  carrier,  he  in- 
truded me  with  a  letter,  which  he  de- 
iired  I  would  in  perfon  deliver  ac- 
cording to  the  direction,  without  tell- 
ing me  that  it  was  a  recommendation. 
I  did  not  fail  to  prefent  it  to  Signior 
Mattheo  Melendez,  a  woollen-draper, 
who  lived  near  the  Sun-gate,  at  the 


corner  of  the  Trunk-maker's  Street ; 
and  he  no  fooner  opened  it,   and  read 
the  contents,  than  he  faid,  with  a  com- 
plaifant  air,  *  Signior  Gil  Bias,  Pedr» 
Palacio,  my  correfpondent,  writes  Ib 
preflingly  in  your  behalf,  that  I  can- 
not difpenfe  with  your  lodging  at 
my  heufe.    He  moreover  entreats  me 
to  find  a  place  for  you  ;  and  I  un- 
dertake the  office  with  pleafure,  be- 
ing perfuaded  that  I  mail  find   no 
difficulty  in  procuring  for  you  a  good 
fettlement.1 

I  accepted  the  offer  of  Melendez 
with  fo  much  the  more  joy,  as  my  fi- 
nances were  fenilbly  diminifhed  :  but 
I  did  not  live  long  at  his  expence ;  for 
in  eight  days  he  gave  me  to  know, 
that  he  had  recommended  me  to  a  gen- 
tleman of  his  acquaintance,  who  uant 
ed  a  valet  de  chambre  ;  and  that,  in  all 
probability,  I  Ihould  be  preferred  to 
the  port.  The  gentlemen  coming  in 
at  that  moment,  *  Signior,1  faid  Me- 
lendez, mewing  me  to  him,  *  this  is 

*  the  young  man  I  mentioned  to  you. 

*  He  is  a  youth  of  honour  and  fbbri- 
'  ety,  and  I  can  anfwer  for  his  good 

*  behaviour,  as  much  as  for  my  own;* 
The  cavalier  having  looked  at  me  at- 

L  T,  tentively, 
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tentively,  faid  he  liked  my  counte- 
nance, and  took  me  into  his  fervice. 
*  He  may  follow  me  now/  added  he; 
'  and  I  will  inftrurt  him  in  his  duty.' 
At  thefe  words,  he  bade  the  merchant 
good  morrow,  and  conducing  me  in- 
to the  great  ftreet  juit  by  St.  Philip's 
Church,  we  entered  a  pretty  good 
houfe,  one  wing  or  which  he  pofTelled  ; 
and  going  up  five  or  fix  Iteps  of  a  ftair, 
he  introduced  me  into  a  chamber,  fe- 
cured  by  two  ftrong  doors,  which  he 
opened  j  and  in  the  tii  ft,  I  perceived  a 
imall  window,  grated  with  iron: 
through  this  chamber  we  went  into 
another ;  where  there  was  a  bed  and 
other  furniture,  more  calculated  for 
convenience  than  mew. 

If  my  new  matter  confidered  me  at- 
tentively at  the  houfe  of  Melcndez,  I 
examined   him   with  great  earneltnefs 
in  my  turn.     He  was  a  man  turned  of 
fifty,  ieemed  to  be  icrious  and  referved, 
though  good-natured  withal ;  ib  that 
I  conceived   no  bad   opinion  of  him. 
He  put  feveral  queftions  to  me  about 
my  family,  and  being  fatisfied  with  my 
nfwers,  '<  Gil  Bias,'  faid  he,  <  I  be- 
lieve thou  art  a  lenllble  young  fel- 
low, and    I  ym    very  glad   to  have 
fuch  an  one  in  my  fervice.     As  for 
thee,  thou   fhalt   have  no    caufe  to 
complain  ;  I  will  give  thee  fix  rials  a 
day,  for  victuals,  cloaths,  wages  and 
all  j  exclufive  of  Tome  little  ptrqui- 
fites   thou   mayeft  enjoy,   and  I  am 
eafily  ferved  j  for  I   keep  no  table, 
but  always  dine  abroad.     All  that 
thou  haft  to  do  in  a  morning  is,  to 
clean  my  cloaths,  and  thou  /halt  be 
at  thy  own   difpofal   during  the  reft 
of  the  day :  take  care  only  to  come 
back  early  in  the  evening,  and  wait 
for  me  at  the  door.     This   is  all  I 
exact.'      After    having     thus    pre- 
feribed  my  duty,  he  took  out  his  pmfe, 
Jiiid  gave  me  fix  rials,  as  a  beginning 
to  fulfil  articles  }    thrn  going  out,   he 
locked  .he  doors  himfelf,  and  putting 
^-he  keys  fa  his  pocket,  «  Friend,'  laid 
he,  *  don't  follow  me;  go  where  you 
4  pi-ale  :  but  be  fure  to  be  on  the  (t.iir, 
*  when  I  return  in  the  evening.1     So 
faying,  he  left  me   to  difpofe  of  my- 
leif  as  I  mould  think  proper. 

'  In  good  f.iith,  Gil  Bias,'  laid  I  to 
myfelf,  '  thou  touldft  not  have  found 
'  a  better  matter:  what!  to  light  on 
'  a  man  who,  for  brushing  his  clo.uhs, 
6  and  helping  him  to  clix-ib  of  a  morn- 


ing, gives  me  fix  rials  per  day,  with 
liberty  to  walk  and  take  my  cliver- 
fion,  like  a  fcholar  during  the  vaca,- 
tion  !  Egad,  this  is  the  happieft  of  gJl 
fituations  !  No  wonder  that  I  was  fo 
defirous  of  being  at  Madrid :  I  had 
certainly  fome  fupernatural  intima- 
tion of  the  happinefs  that  awaited 
me.'  I  fpent  the  day  in  (trolling  a- 
bout  the  (treets,  diverting  myfelf  with 
looking  at  every  thing  that  was  new  to 
me,  and  this  gave  me  fufficient  em- 
ployment. In  the  evening,  after  hav- 
ing fupped  at  an  eating- houfe  not  far 
from  our  lodgings,  I  betook  myfelf  to 
the  place  whither  my  matter  had  order- 
ed me  to  repair,  and  where  he  himfelf 
arrived  three  quarters  of  an  hour  after 
me,  feemingly  well  pleafed  with  my 
punctuality.  «  Very  well,'  faid  he, 
'  this  is  right:  I  love  to  fee  fervants 
*  attentive  to  their  duty.'  So  faying, 
he  opened  the  doors  of  his  apartment, 
and  (h.ut  them  again  as  foon  as  we  had. 
got  in  :  being  in  the  dark,  he  took  a 
tinder-box,  and  (truck  a  light,  by  the 
help  of  which  I  aflifted  to  undrefs 
him.  When  he  was  a- bed,  I  lighted, 
by  his  order,  a  lamp  that  ftood  in  his 
chimney,  and  carried  the  candle  into 
the  anti-chamber,  where  I  went  to  fleep 
in  a  bed  without  curtains.  Next 
morning,  he  got  up  between  nine  and 
ten  o'clock,  and  when  I  had  durteJ 
his  cloaths,  counted  me  fix  more  rials, 
and  difmifTed  me  till  the  evening  :  af- 
ter which,  he  went  out  alfo,  not  with- 
out locking  his  doors  with  great  care; 
fo  we  parted  again  for  the  remaining 
part  of  the  day. 

Such  was  our  manner  of  Jiving, 
which  I  found  very  agreeable;  and 
the  beft  joke  of  all  w.is,  I  did  not 
know  my  matter's  name :  Melendez 
himfelf  was  ignorant  of  it,  being  on- 
ly acquainted  with  him  as  a  gentleman 
who  came  Ibmetimcs  to  h;s  Ihop,  and 
bought  cloth  of  him,  as  he  had  occa- 
fion  for  it.  Our  neighbours  could 
give  me  no  better  information  j  all  of 
them  afTuring  me,  that  my  maftcr  was 
utterly  unknown  to  them,  although 
he  had  lived  two  years  in  the  ward. 
They  told  me,  that  he  vifitcd  nobody 
in  the  neighbourhood  ;  and  fome  of 
them,  accultomed  to  make  rafl)  infe- 
rences, concluded  from  thence,  that  he 
was  no  better  than  he  fliould  be.  They 
wentftill  farther,  fulpecting  him  to  be 
a  Ijw  of  the  King  of  Portugal,  and  cha- 
ritably 
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ritably  advertifed  me  of  that  fufpiclon, 
that  I  might  take  my  mealures  accord- 
ingly. 1  was  difturhed  at  this  advice  j 
and  reflefted,  that  if  the  thing  was  fo, 
I  mould  run  the  rifle  of  viiiting  the 
priibn  of  Madrid.  I  could  not  con- 
ride  in  my  innocence,  my  paft  misfor- 
tunes having  taught  me  to  dread  Juf- 
ticej  for  I  had  found  by  experience, 
that  if  me  does  not  put  the  innocent  to 
death,  me  at  leaft  treats  them  with  fo 
little  hoipitality,  that  her  lodgers  are 
always  in  a  very  melancholy  Utuation. 
In  fuch  a  delicate  conjuncture  I  con- 
fulted  Melendez,  who  did  not  know 
how  to  advife  me :  for  if  he  could  not 
believe  that  my  mailer  was  a  Ipy,  on 
the  other  hand,  he  had  no  certain  rea- 
fon  to  think  otherwilej  fo  that  I  re- 
folved  to  obferve  my  patron  narrowly, 
and  to  leave  him,  if  I  mould  perceive 
that  he  was  undoubtedly  an  enemy  to 
the  ftate  j  but  I  thought  prudence,  and 
the  eafinefs  of  my  place,  required  that 
I  mould  be  fidt  perfectly  lure  of  his 
practices.  With  this  view,  I  began  to 
keep  a  drift  eye  over  his  aftions  j  and 
in  order  to  found  him,  <  Sir/  faid  I, 
one  evening,  while  I  undreffed  him, 

*  one  does  not  know  how  to  live,  fo 

*  as  to  avoid  (lander:  the  world  is  very 

*  malicious,  and  we,  among  others,  are 
'  very  little  obliged  to  our  neighboius. 
'  You  cannot  guefs   in  what  manner 
'  the  malicious  creatures  talk  of  us  P 
— «  Right,    Gil   Bias,'   anfwered  he  : 

*  but  what  can  they  fay  of  us,  child  ?* 
— *  Ah  !    truly,'  I  replied,    *  fcandal 
'  never  wants  matter.     Virtue  herfeif 

*  furni  flies   food   for  it.     Our  neigh - 

*  bours  fay,  that  we  are  dangerous  peo- 
'  pie,  and  deferve   to  be  taken  notice 
'  of  by  the  government.     In  a  word, 
^  you  are  thought  to  be  a  fpy  for  the 
'  King  of  Portugal.'     While  I    pro- 
nounced thefe   words,  I  looked  hard 
at  my  matter,  as   Alexander  eyed  his 
phyfician  *  ;    and    employing    all  my 
penetration  to  difcover  what  effrcl:  my 
report  produced  in  hiui,  thought  lob- 
ferved  an  emotion  that  too  well  agreed 
with  the  conjectures  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  he  tell  into  a  fit  of  muiing  j 
upon  which  I  did  not  put  the  molt  fa- 
vourable conitruclion  :   but  he  foon  re- 


covered himfelf,  and   faid  with  an  air 
of  tranquillity, 'Gil  Bias,  letour  neigh- 
bours think  as  they  pleafe,' without 
making  our  peace  depend  on  their 
imaginations  ;  andfincewe  give  them 
no  caufe  to  think  amifs  of  us,  Itt 
their  opinion  give  us  no  uneafinefs.' 
Upon  this,  he  went   to  bed,  and  I 
followed  his  example,  without  know- 
ing what  to  think  of  the  matter.  Next 
day,  juft  as  we  were  going  out  in  the 
morning,  we  heard  a  loud  rap  at  the 
outward  door;  my  maiter  opened  the 
other,  and  looking  through  the  fmall 
grate,  law  a  decent  fort  of  a   man  at 
it,  who  faid,  '  Signior  Cavalier,  I  am 
an  alguazil,  and  come  hither  to  tell 
you,  that  the  corregidor  would  fpeak 
with   you.' — 'What  docs   he    want 
with   me  ?"    replied    my     patron. — 
That   I    am    ignorant  of,    Signior,* 
aid   the  alguazil  j   '  but   if  you  will 
take  the  trouble  to  go  to  his  houfe,you 
will   foon  know.'—4  I  am  his  moft 
humble  fervant,'  relumed  my  mailer ; 
but  have  no  mamver  of  bufinefs  with 
him.'  So  faying,  he  mut  the  fecond 
door  5  and  having  walked  up  and  down 
for  lome  time,  like  one  alarmed  at  the 
difcourfe  of  the  alguazil,  put  (ix  rials 
into  my  hand,  faying,  *  Gil  Bias,  thou 

*  mayeft  go  out,  my  friend.     I  do  not 

*  intend   to   go   abroad  fo  early,  and 

*  have  no  farther  occafion  for  thee  this 
'  morning."     Thefe  words  made   me 
believe,  that  the  fear  of  being  appre- 
hended obliged  him  to  ftay  at  home  ; 
fo  that  when   I  jeft  him,  in   order  to 
fee  if  my  fufpicions  were  unjuit,  I  hid 
myfelf  in  a  place  from  whence  I  could 
fee  him,  if  he  mould  come  out ;  and 
ihould    have  had   the  patience  to  ftay 
there  the  whole  morning,  had  he  not 
fpared  me  the  trouble.     But  an  hour 
after,   I  law  him  walking  in  the  ftreer, 
with  an  air  of  aflurnnce,  that  at  nVlt 
confounded  my  penet.ation  ;  but,  far 
from  being  duped  by  thoie  appearances, 
I  diltruited  them,  having  no  fa^oura- 
ble  opinion  of  the  man.     I  looked  up- 
on his  compoluie   as  a  piece  of  affec* 
tation,  and  even  imagined  that  his  re- 
maining at  home  was  with   a  view  of 
fecuring  his  gold  and  jewels  ;  and  that, 
in  all  probability,  he  would   conl'ult 


*  Alexander  the  Great  having  received  a  letter,  intimating  that  his  phyfician  defi.;r.cd 
to  poilon  him,  took  the  cup  of  medicine  which  he  prescribed,  and  drinking,  it  without 
htjitation,  put  the  letter  into  the  iufpe&ed  perfon's  h-mi,  fixing  his  eyes  fre^ralHy  upon 
him  while  he  read  it,  in  order  to  o^over  in  his  countenance  the  ligns  ot"  inuoce^ce  or 


k«* 


So 
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his  fafety  by  immediate  flight.  I  did 
not  expect  to  lee  him  again,  and  heii- 
tated  about  going  in  the  evening  to  give 
my  attendance  at  the  door  ;  ib  fure  I 
•was  that  he  would  quit  the  city  inftant- 
Jy,  to  efcape  from  the  danger  that 
threatened  him.  I  did  not  fail,  how- 
ever, of  being  there;  and,  to  my  ut- 
ter furprize,  my  matter  returned  at  his 
nfual  time,  went  to  bed  without  fhew- 
?ng  the  leait  uneafmefs,  and  got  up 
next  day  with  the  fame  tranquillity. 

When  we  had  (lone  dreffing,  fome- 
bociy  knocked  at  the  door;  upon  which, 
my  mafter  looking  through  the  grate, 
perceived  the  fame  alguazil  who  had 
been  there  the  preceding  day,  and  afk- 
cd  what  he  wanted.  '  Open,"  anfwered 
the  alguazil,  *  here  is  Morfieurthe  cor- 
*  reader*.'  At  this  formidable  name, 
my  blood  froze  in  my  veins  ;  for  I  was 
curfedly   afraid   of    thefe   gentlemen, 
fince  I  paffed  through  their  hands  j  and 
wiihed  that  moment  to  be  an  hundred 
leagues  from  Madrid  ;  but  my  patron, 
lefs  afraid  than  I,  opened  the  door,  and 
received  the  judge  with  great  refpecl. 
You  lee,'  faid  the  corregidorto  him, 
1  do  not  come  to  your  lodgings  with 
many  attendants  ;  being  /Jelirous  of 
doing  evepy  thing  with  as  little  noile 
as  poflible  j  and    I   believe  that  you 
deferve  this  refpeft,  notwithftanding 
the  ugly  reports  that  are  fpread  of 
you.       Tell   me,     therefore,     your 
name,  and  birfinefs  at  Madrid  ?' — 
Signior,1  replied  my  mafter,   *  I  was 
born  in  New  Caftile,  and  my  name 
is    Don    Bernard   de   Caftcl  B'azo : 
with  regard  to  my  bufmefs,  I  divert 
myfelf  in  walking,frequentingfhews, 
and  enjoying  the  agreeable  conver- 
fation    of   a   few    i'elrcl    friends.'-— 
Doubtlcl's,'    faid    the   judge,   *  you 
have  a  great  income.' — *  No,  Sir,'  re- 
fumed  my  p'ltron,  interrupting  him,  'I 
have  neither  rents,  lands,  nor  houfe.' 
— '  H(;w  do  you  jive  then  ?'  replied  the 
.   '  On  th.it  which  you  mail 
ite/f-iid  i/on};crnard:  at  the  fame  time, 
he  lifted  up  a  hanging,  opened  a  door, 
•which  I  had  not  before  obferved,  then 
another   behind    that,  and   carried  the 
j'-'dge  into  a  clofet,  where  he  fhewed 
him  a  great  trunk  rilled  with  pieces  of 

Then  he  went  on  :  '  Signior,   you 


'  know  that  the  Spaniards  are  enemies 
'  to  labour;  nevertheless,  how  averle 
'  foever  they  maybe  to  trouble,  I  may 
'  faftly  lay,  that  J  excel  them  all  in 
'  that  particular  ;  having  a  fund  of  la- 
'  zincfs  that  renders  me  incapable  of 

*  any  manner  of  employment.     If  I 
1  had  a  mind  to  dignify  my  vices,    1 

*  would  call  this  lazmefs,  a  philolbphi- 

*  cal   indolence,  the  work  of  a  mind 

*  weaned  from  every  thing  that  is  moft 

*  ardently  purfued  in  life:   but  I  will 
'  frankly  own,  that  I  am  conftitution- 
'  ally  idle;  and  fo  idle,  that  if  I  was 

*  under  a  neceflity  of  working  for  my 
'  livelihood,  I  believe  I  mould  let  my- 

*  felf  die    of  hunger.     With   a  view, 

*  therefore,  to  lead  a  life  agreeable  to 
(  my  humour,  to  free  myfelf  from  the 

*  trouble  of  managing  my  eftate,  and 

*  above  all  things,  to  fave  myfelf  the 

*  plague  of  a  fteward,  I  have  converted 
1  my  whole  patrimony,   confiding  of 

*  feveral  coniiderable  inheritances,  in- 
'  to  ready  money.     In  this  trunk  are 
{  fifty  thoufand  ducats  j  more  than  I 
'  (hall  ever  have  occafion  for,  was  I  to 
'   live  another  age  ;  for  I  don't    fpend 

*  a  thoufand  a  year,  and  am  already 
«   turned  of  fifty.     I  am  not  at  all  a- 

*  fraid    of  what   is   to   Kappen  ;    for, 

*  thank  Heaven,  I  am  not  addicted  to 
'  any  one  of  the  three   things  which 

*  commonly  bring  men  to  ruin.  I  am 

*  not  a  (lave  to  my  iiomach  ;  Iplayon- 
'  ly    for    amufement  ;  and   am   quite 

*  cured  of  women.     So  that  I  am  un- 

*  derno  apprehenfion  of  being  ranked, 

*  in  my  old  age,  among  thole  volup- 
'  tuous  dotards,  who  pure  ha  fe  the  fa- 
'  vours  of  courtezans  at  an  extrava- 

*  gam  price.' 

'  What  a  happy  >nan  you  are  !'  faid 
the  corregidor :  «  you  are  very  un- 
'  juftly  lufpefted  of  being  a  fpy  ;  that 

*  office  being  very  unfit  for  n  pcribnuf 

*  your  character.     Proceed,  Don  Ber- 
«   nard,'  added  he;  *  continue  the  life 

.  now  lead  ;  and,  far  from  diilurb- 
'  iirr  your  happinefs,  1  dcclaie  myfelf 
'  the  guardian  of  it.  I  beg  the  favour 
«  of  your  friend/hip,  and  offer  you 
«  mine  in  return.* — '  Ah,  Signior!' 
cried  myn-.alter,  penetrated  with  thefe 
obliging  exprediuns,  '  I  accept  the 
1  precious  oiler  you  make,  witi; 
'  joy  and  icJpect  j  for,  in  vouclifafiivg 


*   In  evr.ry  city  of  Spain,   the  corrrgiiior  is  the  chief  civil  magillrate,  and  ii  alv 

•  ing. 

'  me 
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*  me  your  friendfhip,  you  increafe  my 

*  wealth,    and   crown    my  felicity.' — 
After  this  converfation,  which  the  al- 
guazil   and   I  overheard  at  the  ciofet- 
door,  the  corregidor  took  his  leave  of 
Don  Bernard,  who  could  not  enough 
exprefs  his  gratitude  ,-  while  I,  to  Ic- 
cond  my  matter,  and  affirl  him  in  doing 
the  honours  of  the  houie,  overwhelmed 
the  alguazil  with  civilities,  making  a 
thouiand  profound  bows,  though,  in 
the  bottom  of  my  foul,  I  harboured 
that  diidain   and   averfion  which  every 
man  or'  honour  has  for  one  of  his  oc- 
cupation. 


CHAP.      II. 

THE  ASTONISHMENT  OF  GIL  BLAS, 
WHEN  HE  MET  CAPTAIN  ROLAN- 
DO AT  MADRID,  AND  THE  CU- 
RIOUS THINGS  WHICH  THAT 
ROBBER  RECOUNTED  TO  HIM. 

DON  Bernard  de  Cartel  Blazo,  af- 
ter having  waited  upon  the  cor- 
regidor to  the  itreet,  returned  with  all 
expedition  to  lock  his  itrong  box,  and 
all  the  doors  that  fecured  it.    Then  we 
went  out  both  very  well  fatisfied  j  he, 
for  having  acquired  a  powerful  friend, 
and  I,  for  being  now  iecured  in  my  fix 
rials  a  day.     The  defire  1  had  to  re- 
count this  adventure  to  Melendez,  made 
me  take  the  road  to  his  houfe,  which, 
when  I  had  almoft  reached,  I  perceived 
Captain  Rolando.     I  was  confounded 
at  rinding  him  in  this  place,  and  could 
not  help  fhivering  at  light  of  him  !  He 
knew  me  at  once,  accofted   me  very 
gravely,  and  preierving  (till  his  air  of 
fuperiority,  ordered  me  to  follow  him. 
I  obeyed  with  fear  and  trembling,  fay- 
ing tomyfelf,  'Alas!  he  wili,doubtlefs, 
make  me  pay  what  I  owe  him.  Whi- 
ther will  he  lead  me  !  perhaps  to  fome 
fubterranean  abode  in  this  city.     A 
plague  upon  it!    if  I  thought  fo,   I 
would  let  him  fee,  in  a  hurry,  that  I 
have  not  got  the  gout  in  rny  toes.'  As 
I  walked  behind  him,  I  reiblved  to  take 
particular  notice  of  the  place  where  he 
ihould  ftop,  from  which  I  propofed  to 
(camper  off  as  fait  as   my  legs  could 
carry  me,  ihould  it  ieem  in   the  ieaft 
lufpicious. 

But  Rolando  foon  banimed  my  fear, 
by  going  into  a  noted  tavern  j  whither 
I  followed  him,  and'whers  he  called 


for  the  bed  wine,  and  befpoke  dinner. 
In  the  mean  time,  we  went  into  a  room 
by  ourfclves,  where  the  captain  Ipoke 
in  this  manner  :    '  Thou  muft  be  iur- 
piized,    Gil  Bias,   to  meet   thy  old 
commander  hi  this  place;  and. wilt   . 
be  more  fo  (iili,  when  thou  fliait  hear 
what  I  going  to  relate.      That  day 
on  which  I  left  thee  in  our  fubterra- 
nean retreat,   and  let-  out  for  M?.n- 
lilla  with  my  whole  company,  in  or- 
der to  difpofe  of  the  mules  and  horfes 
which  we  had  taken  the  preceding 
day,  it  was  our  fortune  to  meet  the 
ion  of  the  corregkior  of  Leon  in  his 
coach,  accompanied  by  four  men  on 
horfeback  well  armed.      We   made 
two  of  them  bite  the  dult,  and  the 
others  betake  themielves  to  flight; 
while  the  coachman,  afraid  of  his 
matter's  life,    cried,  in    a  fuppliant 
voice,  "  O,  dear  gentlemen  !   in  the 
name  of  God,  do  not  kill  the  only 
fon  of  the  corregidor  of  Leon."  My 
people  did  not  at  all  relent  at  theie 
words,  which,  on  the  contrary,  in- 
fpired  them  with  fury.     "  Gentle- 
:  men,'1  laid  one  among  us,  "  let  not 
"  the  fon  of  our  mortal  enemy  efcape  : 
"  how  many  people  of  our  profduon 
"  hath  his  father  put  to  death!   let  us 
"  avenge  them  now,  and  facrifice  this 
'*  viclim  to  their  manes."     The  reit 

*  of  my  men  approved  of  this  propo- 
'  f:d  ;  and  even  my  lieutenant prepar- 

*  ed  to  aft  the  high-prieft  in  this  ce- 
'  remony,  when  I  held  his  hands,  fay- 
'  ing,  "  Stop  at  your  peril  1  why  Should 
"  we  fhetl  biood  unnecefTarily  !   let  us 
"  be    fatisfied  with  the  purfe  of  this 
"  young  man,  whom,  fince  he  makes 
"   n»  rciiltance,  it  would   be  the  ut- 
"  mod  barbarity  to  kilh  befides,  ke  is 
"  not  accountable  for  the  actions  of 
"  his  father,  who  does  no  more  than 
"  his  duty  in  condemning  us  to  death; 
'*  juft  as  we  do  ours  in  rifling  travel - 
'*  lers  on  the  highway." 

*  My  interceifion  was  far  from  be- 
'   ing  unferviceable  to  the  corregidor's 

*  fon,  from  whom  we  took  nothing  but 

*  his  money  j   and  having  carried  oif 
'  the  horfes  of  the  two  men  we  had 

*  flain,   we  fold   them,  together  with 
'  our  own,  at  Man/ilia;    then  return - 
'  ing  to  our  cavern,  which  we  reached 
'  next  day  before  it  was  light,  we  were 
'  not  a  little  aftoniihed  to  find  the  trap- 

*  door  lifted  up  j   and  our  furprize  re- 
'  doubled,  when  we  law  LeonarJa  fec- 

(  tered 
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tered  in  the  kitchen.  Being  briefly 
informetl  by  her  of  what  had  happen- 
ed, we  wondered  how  ihou  couldclt 
out-wit  us,  ^ever having  thought  thee 
capable  of  playing  fuch  a  clever  trick, 
and  we  forgave  thee  on  account  of  the 
invention.  Having  untied  our  cook- 
maid,  and  given  orders  to  drefs  vic- 
tuals for  us,  we  went  to  look  after 
our  hories  in  the  itable,  where  the 
old  negro,  who  had  received  no  i'u- 
ftenance  for  four  and  twenty  hours, 
was  at  the  la  it  gafp.  We  would 
have  given  him  all  the  afiiitance  in 
our  power;  but  he  had  loft  his  fenfes, 
and  was  other-wife  fo  low,  that  not- 
withstanding our  good-will,  we  left 
the  poor  devil  in  the  clutches  of 
death.  This  did  not  deprive  us  of 
our  appetite,  which,  having  (satisfied 
with  a  fvimpiuous  meal,  we  retired 
to  our  feveral  chambers,  and  Ueeped 
the  reft  of  the  day  :  when  we  got  up, 
Leonard  a  let  us  know  that  Domingo 
was  no  more  j  upon  which  we  car- 
ried him  to  the  cellar,  where  thoti 
mayeft  remember  thy  bed  was,  and 
there  pei  formed  his  funeral  obfe- 
quies,  as  if  he  had  enjoyed  the  honour 
of  bejng  our  companion.  . 
'  Five  or  iix  days  after,  it  happened, 
that  intend ir.g.to  make  an  excursion, 
we  one  morning,  on  the  ikirtsof  the 
wood,  fell  <n  with  three  troops  be- 
longing to  the  Holy  Brotherhood,  who 
ieemed  waiting  in  order  to  attack  us. 
As  we  perceived  only  one  of  the  three 
at  firft,  we  defpifed  it,  though  more 
numerous  than  our  company,  and  at- 
tacked it  accordingly  ;  but  while  we 
were*  engaged  with  this,  the  other 
two,  who  had  found  means  to  keep 
themlelves  hitherto  concealed,  rufhed 
upon  us  fo  fuddenly,  that  our  valour 
was  of  little  or  no  frrvice,  and  we 
were  under  a  Hecefilty  of  yielding  to 
the  numbers  of  tlu-  foe.  Our  lieu- 
tenant and  two  of  our  men  fell  on 
the  field,  while  the  two  that  remained 
and  I,  were  fo  hemmed  in  and  over- 
p.  .  cred,  that  we  were  taken  prilb- 
nejs  5  and  whilt:  ruo  of  their  troops 
conducted  rs  to  Leon,  the  third  went 
and  uettoyed  our  latreat,  which  !ud 
been  discovered  as  follows  :  a  pea- 
fant  of  Luccn«>  cro-lfing  the  forcit  in 
his  return  home,  perceived,  by  acci- 
dent, tbc  trap-door  of  our  cavern  lift- 
ed up,  that  veiy  clay  on  which  thou 
madeLt  thy  eft  ape  with  the  iady  j  and 


'  ful 'peeing  that  it  was  the  place  of  our 
'  abode,  had  not  courage  to  go  in,  bin 

*  contented  himfdf  with  taking  a  good 
1  obfei  vation  of  the  place,  which  the 

*  better  to   mark,  he  cutoff,  with  his 

*  knife,    thin  llices  of   bark  from  the 

*  trees   at  finall  diftances  as  he  went 

*  along,   until  he  had  got  quite  out  of 
'  the  wood  ;  then  repairing  to   Leon, 

*  imparted  his  difcovery  to  the    corie- 
'  gidor,  who  receiving  it  with  fo  much 

*  the  more  joy,  as  his  fon  had  been  rob- 
'  bed  by  our  company,  alTem bled  three 
'  troops  in  order  to  apprehend  us,  and 
'  the  peafant  was  their  guide. 

*  My  arrival  furnifhcd  a  fhew  for 
'  all  the  inhabitants  of  Leon  :  had  I 
1  been  a  Portuguefe  general  made  pri- 

*  foner  of  war,   the  people  could  not 

*  have   been   more   eager   to  fee  me* 
"  Behold,'1   faid  they,   "  behold   the 
"  famous  captain  who  was  the  terror 
"  of  this  country  j  and  who,  with  his 
"  two  comrades,  defer ves  to  have  the 
"  flefli  torn  from  his  bones  with  red- 
"  hot  pincers.1*     Being  carried  before 

*  the  conegidor,  he  began  to  infult  me, 
'  faying,  "  Well,  miferable  wretch  ! 
"  Heaven,  wearied  with  the  diforders 
"  of  thy  life,  at  lalt  refigns  thee  to  my 
"  jultice  !" — "  Sir/'    replied  I,  "  it 
ct  my  crimes  are  manifold,  at  lead,  I 
"  cannot   reproach   myfelf  with    the 
"  death  of  your  only  fon,  whofe  life  I 
"  prefcrvcd;  for  which  you  owe  me 
*'  Come  acknowledgment."—  *'   Ah. 
"  mfcreant!"  cried  he,  "  people  of  thy 
"  cliaratSler  are  not  entitled  to  tke  pri- 
"   vileges   of  honour  ;  and  even   if  I 
"  had    a   mind  to  lave    thy  life,  the 
"  duty  of  my  office  would  not  allow 
*'   me!"     Having  ipoke  to  me  in  this 
'  manner,  he  ordered  us  to  be   impri- 

*  ibnrd  in   a  dungeon,  where   he  did 

*  not  let  my  companions  linger  long  j 

*  for  they  went  out  in  three  days,  to 
'  acl   their  laft  tragical    1'cene  in   the 
'  market-place.     As  for  me,  Iremain- 
'  ed  three  whole  weeks  ing.io,,imagin- 

*  ing  thnt  my  punifhment  was  deterred, 
'  in  order  to  make  it  more  terrible  j  and 
'  was  in  expectation  of  a  death  altoge- 
'   tlier  new,    when   the  corregidoi   or- 

*  du  ing  me  to  be  brought  into  his  pre- 

Ti-iid,  *«  Liltcn  to  thy  fentence^ 
««  Thou  ait  free.  ilad  il  not  bcra 
"  for  thee,  my  only  I'.JM  would  have 
«<  bten  murdered  on  the  highway.  As 
"  a  f.ither,  1  was  willing  to  acknow- 
44  Jsdge  this  piece  of  fcrvice;  but  not 
44  luving 
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«  having  it  in  my  power  to  acquit 
'•«  thee  as  a  judge,  I  have  wrote  to 
"  court  in  thy  behalf,  folicitcd  thy 
**  pardon,  and  obtained  it.  Thou 
<{  mayeft  go,  then,  whither  thou  flialt 
"  pleaf'e.  But,"  added  he,  «« take  my 
ft  advice  j  reflet  ferioufly  on  thy  ill- 
"  fpentlife,  and  from  henceforth  quit 
*f  the  profeffion  of  robbery.'* 

«  I  was  deeply  affecled"  with  thefe 
<  words,  and  took  the  road  to  Ma- 
f  drid,  refolved  to  turn  over  a  new 

*  leaf,  and  live  honeftly  in  that  city. 

*  I  found  my  parents  were  dead,  and 

*  their    effects    in    the    hands    of    an 
'  old   relation,    who  gave  me  fuch  a 
«  faithful  account  of  "them  as    guar- 
«  dians  commonly  do ;  all  that  I  have 

*  been   able  to  touch,  being  no  more 
c  than  three  thouOnd  ducats,   which, 

*  in   all  probability,  is  not  above  one 

*  fourth  of  what  is  my  due.  But  what 

*  courfe  could  I  take  ?    I  mould  gain 

*  nothing  by  going  to  law :   therefore, 
«  to  avoid   idlenefs,  I  have  purchafed 

*  the  place  of  an  alguazil.     My  bre- 

*  thren,  out  of  decency,  would  have 

*  oppofed  my  admiflion,  had  they  been 

*  acquainted    with   my   fiery,    which 

*  luckily  they  were  ignorant  of,  or  pre- 

*  tended  to  be  fo,  which  is  the  fame 
'  thing;  for  in  that  honourable  corps 

*  it  is  the  budnefs  of  every  individual 
*•  to  conceal  his  own  exploits :  thank 
'  Heaven !  not  one  of  us  can  juftly  re- 
'  proach  his  fellow  ;  fo  that  it  may  be 
«  faid  of  the  fraternity,  "  The  devil 
«  may  take  the  belt."     Neverthelefs, 

*  my  friend/  added  Rolando,  *  I  will 
'  now  difclofe  the  bottom  of  my  foul  : 
'  the  profeflion  whicty  I  have  embraced, 
'  is  not  at  all  to  my  liking  j  it  requires 


'  great  men  :  I  (hall  be  fecond  captain 
'  in  their  company  j  and  will,  for  thy 
«  better  reception,  aflure  them,  that 

*  I  have  feen  thee  ten  times  engaged  by 
«  my  fide ;  I  will  extol  thy  valour  to 
«  the  fkies,  and  fay  more  in  thy  praiie 

*  than  a  general  fays  of  an  officer  whom 
'  he  wants  to  promote.      I  will  take 
«  care  not  to  mention  a  word  of  the 
«  trick  thou  haft  played,    becaufe    it 
c  would  make  them  fufpicious  of  thee  : 

*  the  adventure  mall  therefore  becon- 
«  cealed. — Well/  added  he,  «  art  thou 

*  ready  to  follow  my  fortune  ?  I  wait 
'  for  thy  reply.' 

'  So  many  men,  fo  many  minds,' 
faid  I  to  Rolando  ;  *  you  are  born  for 
«  hardy  deeds,  and  I  for  a  quiet  and 
«  eafy  life/ — «  Oh  !  I  underftand  you/ 
cried  he,  interrupting  me ;  'the  lady 
'  whom  love  perfuaded  you  to  refcue, 

*  ilill   keeps  pofleflion  of  your  heart  j 
«  and  doubtlefs  you  lead  a  happy  life 
'  with  her  in  Madrid :  confeis,  Mr. 
<  Gil  Bias,  that  you  have  taken  lodg- 
'  ings  for  her,  and  fpend  together  the 
'  piltoles   which  you  carried  cff  from 
c  the    fubterranean    retreat.*      I    told 
him   that  he  was  miftaken,  and  that, 
in  oider  to  undeceive  him,  I  would, 
while  we   mould   be  at  dinner,  relate 
the  ftory  of  the  hdy;  this  I  did  ac- 
cordingly, and    informed   him   of  all 
that  had  happened  to  me  fmce  I  quitted 
the  company.  Towards  the  end  of  our 
repaft,  he  returned  the  fubjecl  of  the 
Catalonians,  acknowledged  that  he  was 
determined  to  join  them,  and  made  a 
new  attempt  to  engage  me  in  the  fame 
refolution  ;  but  finding  that  I  was  not 
to    be  perfuaded,    he    darted   a  fierce 
look  at   me,   laying,  in  a  very  ferious 


a  behaviour  too  delicate  and  myfle-     tone,  <  Since  thou  haft  fuch  a  grovelling 

**ir*HC       frtf*      TVtP*      3rwf      t^Klff^v^r    f-virL-^  ^X-»i1         oc     +n    r>r*>fni-    f-Kir     Cr***\*i\a      /*^\rt^t 


nous    for  me;  and  whatever  tricks 

*  we  pra6l:fe,  muft  be  very  crafty  and 

*  fecret.     O  how  I  regret  my  old  pro- 
'  feflion !   I  grant,  there  is  more  fafety 
c  in  this  new  employment;   but  there 

*  was  more  pleal'ure  in  the  other;  and 
«  liberty  is   my  delight.     In  all  like- 
'  lihood  I  lhall  get  rid  of  &y  otiice, 
'  and    fet  out  one    morning   for  the 

*  mountains  at  the  fource  of  the  river 

*  Tagus,  where  I  know  there  is  a  re- 
«  treat  inhabited  by  a  numerous  com- 
'  pany,  chiefly  of  Catalonians  ;  (that  is 

*  making  their  elogium  in  one  word  :) 

*  if  thou  wilt  accompany  me,  we  will 

*  go  and  incieafe  the  number  of  thefe 


as  to  prefer  thy  fervile  condi- 
tion to  the  honour  of  affbciating  with 
men  of  courage,  I  abandon  thee  to 
thebafenefs  of  thy  inclinations;   but 
liiten   to  the  words  I    am   about    to 
pronounce,  and  let  them  remain  en- 
graven on  thy  memory:   forget  that 
thou  hair  met  me  to-day,,  ar.d  never 
talk  of  me   from  henceforth;   for  if 
ever  I  fhall  hear  that  thou  fo  much 
as  namcit  me  in  convention— thoii. 
know-eft  me — I  will    fay  no  more.' 
Having  thus  exprelTed  himfelf,  he  call- 
ed to  pay,  difcharged  the  bill,  and  we 
got  up  in  order  to  part. 
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CHAP.    III. 


HE  IS  DISMISSED  BY  DON  BERNARD 
DE  CASTEL  BLA7.O,  AND  ENTERS 
INTO  THE  SERVICE  OF  A  BEAU. 

AS  we  went  out  of  the  tavern,  and 
were  taking  leave  of  one  another, 
my  mnftcr  happening  to  pafs,  fnw  me  ; 
and,  I  perceived,  looked  hard  at  the 
captain,  which  made  me  believe  that 
lie  was  furprized  to  find  me  acquainted 
with  fuch  a  figure.  Certain  it  is,  that 
the  appearance  of  Rolando  could  not 
prepoflefs  people  in  his  favour  :  for  he 
was  a  very  tail  fellow,  with  a  long  vi- 
iage  and  hook- nole  ;  and,  though  not 
ugly,  had  very  much  the  air  of  a  rank 
lharper. 

I  was  not  deceived  in  my  conjec- 
tures; for  in  the  evening,  I  found 
Don  Bernard  iiill  harping  on  the  cap- 
tain's figure,  and  extremely  well  dif- 
pofed  to  believe  all  the  fine  things  I 
could  have  faid  of  him,  had  not  my 
mouth  been  flint.  *  Gil  Bias,"  faid 
he,  *  who  is  that  tall  fpunger  in  whole 
'  companyl  fawthce  to-day  ?'  I  repli- 
ed, {  He  is  an  alguazil;'  and  thought 
he  would  reft  fatisfied  with  that  an- 
fwer :  but  he  afked  a  great  many  other 
queftions ;  and  as  I  "appeared  embar- 
r.nHed,  bccaufe  I  remembered  the  threat 
of  Rolando,  he  broke  off  the  convcr- 
i'ation  abruptly,  and  went  to  bed. 
Next  morning,  when  I  had  done  my 
duty  as  ufual,  in  (lead  of  fix  rials, 
he  gave  me  as  many  ducats,  faying, 
Hold,  my  friend  ;  here  is  what  I 
give  thee  for  having  ferved  me  hi- 
therto ;  go,  and  ietk  for  another 
place,  for  I  cannot  put  up  with  a 
lervant  who  has  fuch  honourable 
acquaintances.*  It  came  in  my  head 
to  pretend,  in  my  own  jultification, 
that  my  acquaintance  with  the  al^un/il 
wt:s  occafumtd  by  my  having  prelcrib- 
td  for  him,  while  I  prnclifed  phyfick 
at  Valladolid.  *  Very  well,'  replied 
my  matter  j  'that's  ;m  ingenious  eva- 

*  lion;  but  thou  fhouldlt  have  thought 

*  of  it   lafl  night,  and   not  have  bctai 
«   ib  ir.uch  difconccrted.' — *  Sir,'  add- 
ed  I,   '  I   thought    it   would    be    im- 
«  prudent     for    me    to  tell  it;     and 
'   that  was  the  caufe  <-i  my  confulion.' 
— fOl    furcly,'    replied    he,    clapping 
mv   fhoulder  rcry  gcr.tly,   '  you   have 

very  prudent"}  I  did  nut  think 


•  thou   hadft  been  fo  cunning.     Go, 

*  child,  1  have  no  farther  occafion  for 
'  rhcc.' 

I  went  inftantly  to  inform  Melen- 
dcz  of  this  piece  of  bad  news,  who 
told  me,  for  my  confolation,  that  he 
intended  to  introduce  me  into  a  better 
family;  and  accordingly,  a  few  days 
after,  '  Gil  Bias,  my  friend,'  faid  he, 
you  don't  know  what  good  nevrs  I 
have  to  tell  you ;  you  are  going  to 
enjoy  the  moft  agreeable  poft  you 
could  defire;  for  I  will  fettle  you 
with  Don  Matthias  de  Silva,  a  man 
of  the  firlt  quality,  and  one  of  thofe 
young  lords  who  go  under  the  deno- 
mination of  beaus  :  he  does  me  the 
honour  to  buy  cloth  of  me  ;  on  truft, 
indeed ;  but  there  is  nothing  to  be 
loll  by  people  of  his  rank  j  for  they 
commonly  marry  rich  heireffes,  who 
pay  their  debts ;  and  even  if  that 
mould  not  happen,  a  tradelman,  who 
underftands  his  bufinefs,  fells  al- 
ways fo  dear,  that  he  can  afford  to 
lofe  three-fourths  of  his  bargain. 
The  (reward  of  Don  Matthias  is  my 
particular  friend  :  let  us  go  to  him 
now  ;  he  will  himfelf  prefent  you  to 
his  matter;  and  you  may  depend 
upon  it,  he  will,  for  my  fake,  treat 
you  with  uncommon  regard.' 
In  our  way  to  the  houfe  of  Don 
Vlatthias,  the  merchant  faid,  *  It  will 
not  be  amifs,  I  believe,  to  give  you 
fome  information  of  the  chara&cr  of 
this  fteward,  whofe  name  is  Gre- 
gorio  Rodriguez.  Between  you  and 
me,  he  is  a  man  of  no  family,  who 
finding  himfelf  born  for  bu!, 
followed  the  bent  of  his  genius,  a-jid 
enriched  himfelf  with  the  pillage  of 
two  families  which  he  ferved  in  qua- 
lity of  fteward.  I  allure  you,  he  has 
a  great  deal  of  vanity,  and  loves  to 
ice  the  reft  of  the  lervant s  cringe  to 
him.  They  mull  add  re  Is  thcmfelvcs 
firlt  to  him,  when  they  have  the  leaft 
i  to  alk  of  their  mafter;  for 
mould  it  happen,  that  they  obtain  it 
without  his  intcreft,  he  has  always 
expedients  in  readinds  by  which  it 
will  either  be  revoked,  or  rendered 
ineffcclual.  Remember  this,  Gil 
Bias,  in  the  regulation  of  your  con- 
duct :  pay  your  court  to  Signior 
Rodriguez,  preferable  to  your  mailer 
himielf,  and  do  all  that  lies  in  your 
power  to  pi  cafe  him  ;  his  friend  (hip 
will  bclic,.d  you  much  j  he  will  pay 
*  vour 
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your  wages  punctually  j  and  if  you 
are  dextrous  enough  to  acquire  his 
confidence,  he  may   give  you  Tome 
pretty  bone  to  pick,  out  of  the  num- 
ber he  has  in  his  pofleflion.     Don 
Matthias  is  a  young  lord,  who  minds  • 
nothing  but  his  pleafure,  and  would 
not  for  the  world  inform  himfelf  of 
the  ftate  of  his  own  affairs.    What  a 
glorious  family  is  that  fora  fteward  I* 
Arriving  at  the  houfe,  we  defired  to 
fpeak  with  Signior  Rodriguez,  who, 
we  were  told,  was  in  his  own  apart- 
ment :  there  we  found  him  with  a  kind 
of  farmer,  who  had  a  blue  canvas  bag 
of  money  in  his  hand.     The  fteward, 
who  looked  more  pale  and  yellow  than 
a  girl  opprefled  with  her  maidenhead, 
came    towards    Melendez    with    open 
arms  :  he,  on  the  other  hand,  met  him 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  they  embraced 
one   another  with   demonftrations   of 
friendfhip,  in  which  there  was,  at  leaft, 
as  much  art  as  nature.  Then  my  affair 
coming  on  the  carpet,  Rodriguez  ex- 
amined me  from  head  to  foot,  and  told 
me,  in  a  very  polite  manner,  that  I  was 
juft  fuch  an  one  as  Don  Matthias  want- 
ed, and  that  he  would  with  plealure 
prefent  me  to  that  lord.     Upon  which, 
Melendez  letting  him  know  how  much 
he  was  interefted   in  my  behalf,  and 
begging  that  he  would  favour  me  with 
his  protection,  committed  me  to   his 
care  ;  and,  after  abundance  of  com- 
pliments, withdrew.    He  was  no  iboner 
gone,  than  Rodriguez  faid  to  me,  *  I 

*  will  conduct  you  to  my  mafter  as  foon 
«  as  I  can  difpatch  this  honeli  country - 

*  man.*    Then  going  to  the  pealant, 
and  taking  hold  of  the  bag,  «  Talego,* 
faid  he,  «  let  us   fee  if  there  be  juft 
'  five  hundred  piftoles  here.'     Having 
counted  the  money,  and  found  itright, 
he  gave  the  farmer  a  difcharge  for" the 
fum,  and  fent  him  about  h:s  buflnefs  ; 
and,  putting  the  piftoles  into  the  bag 
again,   addrefled   himfelf  to  me,  fay- 
ing, <  This  is  the  right  time  for  us  to 

*  go  to  the  levee  of  my  mafter,  who 
'  commonly  rifes  about  noon.     It  is 
'  near  the  hour,  and  I  fuppoie  he  is 
'  up.* 

This  was  the  cafe  :  we  found  Don 
Matthias  in  his  morning-gown,  lolling 
in  an  eafy  chair,  over  an  arm  of  which 
•V  *ud  tilted  oneof  his  legs?  andpoifed 
fhnftelf  by  leaning. with  his  body  the 
Other  >way,  and  rafpcd  tobacco,  while 
he  talked  to  a  footman  j  \vh<>,  for  the 


prefent,  did  the  duty  of  his  valet  de 
chambre.  '  My  lord,'  faid  the  iteward 
to  him,  '  here  is  a  young  man,  whom 

*  I  take  the  liberty  to  p^efent  as  one  fit 

*  to  fill  the  place  of  the  valet  whom 

*  you  difmi (Ted  two  days  ago.    Melen- 

*  dez,  your  draper,  recommends  him, 
'  afTuring  me,  that  he  is  a  lad  of  merit  j 
'  and  I  hope  your  lordmip  will  be  very 
'  well  fatisfied  with  his  behaviour.'—* 
'  Enough,'  anfvvered  the  young  lord  j 

*  fmceyou  introduce  him  to  me,  Ire- 
'  ceive  him  into  my  fervice  with  im- 
'  plicit  faith,  and  make  him  my  valet 
'  de  chambre  •.   fo  that  affair  is  fettled. 
'  But,  Rodriguez,'  added  he,  {  let  us 
'  talk  of  fomething  elfe  :  you  are  come 

*  very  opportunely;  for  I  was  juftgo- 
e  ing  to  lend  for  you.  I  have  bad  news 

*  to  tell   you,    my  dear  Rodriguez  ! 
'  you  muft  know,  I  had  ill  luck  at  play 
'  laft  night.     Together  with  an  hun- 
'  dred  piftoles  which  I  had  about  me, 

*  I  have  loft  two  hundred  more  on  my 
'  parole  j  and  you  know  of  what  im- 

*  portance  it  is  for  people  of  quality 

*  to  difcharge  that  fort  of  debts  :  it  is, 

*  indeed,  the   only  kind  which  we  are 

*  obliged,  in  point  of  honour,  to  pay  j 

*  and  we  do  not  give  ourfelves  much 

*  concern  about  the  reft  ;  you  muft, 
{  therefore,  find  two  hundred  piftoles 

*  immediately,  and   fend  them  to  the 
'  Countefs   of  Pedrofa.' — '  Sir,'  faid 
the  fteward,   *  it  is  fooner  faid   than 

*  done.     Where  mall  I  get  that  fum  to 

*  pleafe  you  ?  I  have  not  been  able  to 

*  finger  one  farthing  of  your  tenants, 
'  let  me  threaten  as  hard  as  I  can  j  and 

*  yet  I  am   obliged  to  maintain  your 
'  family  in  an  honourable  way,  though 
'  I  fweat  blood  and  water  in  procuring 

*  wherewithal  to  defray  the  expence. 

*  True,  indeed,  I  have  hitherto,  thank 

*  Heaven  !  made  fhift ;  but  I  am  now 

*  reduced  to  fuch  extremity,    that  I 
'  know   not  what  faint  in  heaven  to 
«  invoke.' — <  All  thefe  harangues  are 

*  ufelefs,'  cried  Don  Matthias,  inter- 
rupting him;  *  and  you  worry  me  with 

*  your  reflections.  Don't  you  imagine, 
'  Rodriguez,  that  I   will  change  my 

*  difpoiition,  and  divert  myfelf  with, 

*  looking  into  my  own  affairs.     An 
1  agreeable  amufement,    truly,    for  a 

*  man  of  plealure  like  me  !' — *  Have 

*  a  little  patience,'  replied  the  fteward  ; 
'  at  the,  rate  you  goon,  I  forelee  that 
'  you  will  be  rid  of  that  care  in  a  very 

*  (holt  time/ — *  You  fatigue  me,'  iaiU 
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the  young  lord,  in  a  pafllon  ;    «  you 
murder  me  !  give  me  leave  to  ruin 
myfelf  imperceptiblv  :  I  tell  you,  I 
want  two  hundred  piftoles,  and  I  mnit 
have  them.'  —  *   I'll  go,  then,1  fa  id 
lodriguez,   «  and  have  recourfe  to  the 
little  old  man,  who  has  ahead}-  lent 
you  money  at  high  intereft.'— *  You 
may,  if  you  pleafe,  have  recourfe  to 
the  devil,'  anfweredDon  Matthias  ; 
provided  I  have  the  two  hundred  pif- 
tqles,  I  mall  give  myfelf  no  farther 
trouble  about  the  matter.' 
Julias  he  had  pronounced  thefe  words 
in  a  halty  and  difcontented  manner,  the 
fteward  went  a  way,  and  a  young  man  of 
quality,  called  Don  Antonio  Centelles, 
came  in.     *  What  is  the  matter?'  faid 
this  laft  to  my  matter  j  *  thou  art  cloudy, 
'  my  friend  :   I  perceive  indignation  in 
'  thy   countenance.     What  can  have 

*  put  you  into  this  bad  humour?   I'll 
'  lay  a  wager  it  is  the  man  whom   I 

*  met  siting  out.' — *  Yes,'  replied  Don 
Matthias,  '  it  was  my  iteward  :  every 

*  time  he  comes  to  fpeak  with   me,  I 
4  fuffer  for  one  quarter  of  an  hour,  by 

*  his  talkingabout  my  affairs,  and  fay- 
'  ing,  that  I  have  quite  exhaufted  my 
'  finances.  Impertinent  beaft  !  hecan- 

*  not  fay  that  he  lofes  by  me,  I'm  fure.' 
— «  Why,  child,'  faid  Don  Antonio, 

*  I  am  in  the  fame  condition  ;  having 
«  a  fa&or  not  a  whit  more  reafonahle 

*  than  thy  fteward.     When  the  rogue, 

*  in  obedience  to  my  repeated  orders, 

*  brings   money    for  me,    one  would 

*  think   he  gave   it   out  of    his   own 

*  pocket.    He  overwhelms  me  with  re- 

*  fleftions.     <*  Sir,"  fays  he,    "  you 
"  are  undone  j  your  rents  are  feized." 

*  Upon  which,  I  am  obliged  to  cut 

*  him  ftiort,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to 
'   his  ridiculous  difcourfe.* — c  Themif- 
'  fortune  is,'  laid  Don  Matthias,  *  we 
1   cannot  live  without  theft-  people,  who 
«   are  neceftary  evils.' — *  They  are  fo,' 
replied  Centelles  ;  *  but  hark'c,'  added 
he,  laughing  with  all  his  might,  *  there 
'  is  a  comical  thought  come  into  my 

*  head  :  a  mo  ft  incomparable  concep- 

*  tion  !   by  which  we  may  convert  thofe 

*  fcencs  which  we  have  with  them  into 
1  mirth,  and  divert  ouriclves  with  that 

*  which  now  ty.ivcs  us  fo  much  uneafi- 
4   nefs.    Let  me  demand  of  thy  Reward 

*  all  the  money  thou  fli.-ilt  have  occafion 
<   for,  while  thou  doit  the  fame  by  my 
'  manager;  then  they  may  moralize  as 
«  they  pleafe,  we  can   hear  them  with 


great  compofure ;  becaufe  thy  fteward 
will  fhew  me  thy  accounts,  and  my 
factor  will  entertain  thee  with  mine: 
I  /hall  hear  of  nothing  but  thy  pro- 
fufion,  and  thou  wilt  fee  nothing 
but  mine.  This  will  be  admirable 
iport  !' 

A  thoufand  bright  ftrokes  fucceeded 
this  fally,  and  mightily  diverted  the 
young  lords,  who  converfed  together 
with  a  great  deal  of  vivacity  j  until 
their  difcourfe  was  interrupted  by  Gre- 
gorio  Rodriguez,  who  returned  with  a 
little  old  man  almoft  quite  bald.  Doa 
Antonio  would  have  gone  away,  fay- 
ing, *  Adieu,  Don  Matthias,  I  fhali 

*  fee  you    by  and  by  :   at  prefent  you 

*  have,  doubtlefs,  fome  fcrious  affair 

*  to  difcufs  with   thefe  gentlemen.'— 
'  O,  not  at  all,'  replied  my  mafter; 
'  ftay,  it  is   no  fecret.     That  difcreet 
1  old   perfon  whom  you  fee,  is  an  ho- 
'  neft  man,  who  lends  me  money  at 
'  the  rate  at  twenty  per  cent.' — '  How  ! 

*  twenty  per  cent.  !'  cried  Centelles, 
with  an  air  of  aftonifhrnent  j  *  egad,  I 
'  congratulate  thee  upon  being  in  fuch 
'  good  hands  !  I  am  not  fo  kindly  dealt 
'  with,  and   may  fay   that  I  purchafe 
'  filver  at  the  price  of  gold  :  I  com-' 
'  monly  borrow  at  the  rate  of  forty  in 

*  the  hundred.' — '  Heavens  !  wl\atex- 
'  tortion  !'  exclaimed  the  old  ufurer; 
'  do   thefe  knaves  ever  think  of  an- 
'  other  world?  I  am  not  at    ail    fur- 
1  prized  at   the  hue  and  cry  raifed  a- 
'  gainft  people  who  lend  upon  intereft. 
'  It  is  the  exorbitant  profit  which  fome 

*  exu&,  that  ruins  our  honour  and  re- 

*  putation  :  if  all   my    brethren  were 
'  like  me,  we  mould  not  be  fo  much 

*  reviled  }  for  my  fole  view  in  lending, 

*  is  to  befriend  my  fellow-creatures. 
'  Ah  !  if  times  were  as  they  have  been, 
'  I  would  offer  you  my  purle  without 
4  intereltj   and   truly,   in    fpite  of  the 

*  prefent  fcarcity,  I  can  fcarce  prevail 
'  upon  myfelf  to  take  twenty  per  cent. 

*  But,  for  my  part,  I  believe  money 

*  has  retired  again  within  the  bowels 
'  of  the  earth  :  there  is  no  fuch  thing 
'  to  be  had  ;  for  which  reafon,  I  aim 

*  obliged  to  retrench  my  benevolence, 

1  How  much  do  you  want  ?'  added 
he,  add  retting  himlelf  to  my  matter. 

*  I  mult  have  two  hundred    piftoles,* 
replied  Don  Matthias.   *  Here  are  four 

*  hundred  in   a  bag,'  faid  the  ufurer; 
'  you  fhali  have  one  half.'  So  laying, 
he  pulled  from  under  his  cloak,  a  blue 
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b^,  which  &emed  to  be  the  very  fame 
which  the  peafant  Talego  had  left  with 
the  five  hundred  piftoles,  in  the  hands 
of  Rodriguez.     I  loon  knew  what  to 
think  of  the  matter  $   and  found   that 
Melendez  had   not  praifed  the  ftevr- 
ard's  understanding  without  raufe.  The 
old  man  having  emptied  the  bag  on  the 
table,  began  to  count  the  money  ;  my 
mailer  was  inflamed  with  deflre  of  ppl- 
felTion  at  the  fight  j  and,  ftruck  with 
the  totality  ot   the  fum,    faid  to  the 
ufurer,  *  SigniorDifcomwlgado,  I  have 
made  a  very  wife  reflexion,  truly  I 
What    a  fool  I  am    to  borrow   no 
more  than  what  is  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  to  difengage  my  parole,  with- 
out confidering  that  I  have  not   a 
penny  in  my  purfe  \  I  mall  beobliged 
to  have  recourie  to  you  to-morrow  j 
therefore,  to  fpare  you  the  trouble 
of  coming  back,  I  think  it  will  not 
be  amifs  to  pocket  the  whole  four 
hundred.' — {  My  lord/    faid    the 
ufurer,  *  a  part  of  this  money  was  de- 
figned  for  a  good  licentiate,  who  has 
fome  fat  benefices,  which  he  chari« 
tably  employs  in  perfuading  young 
girls  to  retire  from   the  world,  and 
in  furnifhing  their  retreats.  Butfince 
you  have  occafion  for  the  whole  fum, 
it  is  at  your  fervice  :  all  that  I  delire, 
is  fufficient  fecurity.' — '  Oh!  as  for 
fecurity,'  laid  Rodriguez,  interrupt- 
ng  him,  and  taking  a  paper  out  of  his 
pocket,  'you  ftiall  be  fatUfiedj    here 
is  an  order  to  be  figned  by  Don  Mat- 
thias, for  five  hundred  piftoles,  up- 
on opt  of  his  tenants,  called  Tale- 
go,  a  rich  farmer  of  Mondejan.'— 
Very  well,'    replied  the   ufurer,  *  I 
never  make    many   words/     Upon 
which,  the  fteward  prefenred  a  pen  to 
his  mailer;  who,  without  reading  the 
order,  fet   his   name  to    the   bottom, 
whittling  all  the  while. 

This  affair  being  ended,  the  old  man 

took  his  leave  of  my  patron,  who  ran 

and  embraced  him,  faying,  *  Till  our 

next  meeting,   Signior  Ufurer,  latn 

wholly   yours:   I   don't   know  why 

people  of  your  profeffion  are  branded 

with  the  name  of  rogues  ;  tor  my  own 

part,  I  think  you  are  very  neceflary 

and  ferviceable  to  fociety  $  you   are 

the  conlblation  of  a  thoufand  heirs, 

and  the  reiburce  of  all   thofe  lords 

whole ^xpence  exceeds  their  income.' 

— *  Thou  art  in  the  right,' cried  Cen- 

Jclles  j  f  uiurers  arc  very  honsit  people, 


<  whom  we  never  can  honour  enough. 
4  I  wilJ,  in  my  turn,  embrace  this  gec- 
'  tleman,  on  account  of  his  twenty 

*  percent.'  With  thefe  words,  he  ap- 
proached, and    hugged    the  old  man  ; 
and  thefe  two  beau*,  for  their  diver- 
fion,  began  to  pufh  him  backward  and 
forward  to  one  another,  like  a  ball  be- 
tween two  tennis-players.     After  he 
had  been  totted  to  and  fro  a  good  while, 
they  let  him  gc  with  the  fteward,  who 
WHS   more  deierving  than  he  of  their 
embraces,  and  of  fomething  elfe  alfo. 

Rodriguez  and  his  underltrapper  be- 
ing gone,  Don  Matthias  fent  the  half 
of  his  piftoies  to  the  Countefs  of  Pe- 
drofa,  by  the  footman  who  was  pre- 
fent,  and  feeured  the  reft  in  a  long 
embroided  filk  purfe,  which  he  com- 
monly wore  in  his  pocket.  Very  well 
fatisfied  with  feeing  himfelf  in  cafh,  ho 
faid  to  Don  Antonio,  with  a  gay  air, 

•  What  (hall  we  do  to-day  ?     Let  us 
'  confult  about  it.'—'  You  fpeak  like 
'  a  feufible  man,'    replied    Centelles  : 
'  with  all  my  heart,  let  us  deliberate.* 
While  they  were  confidering  how  to 
fpend  the  day,  two  other  lords  arriv- 
ed :  thefe  were  Don  Alexo  Segiar,  and 
Don  Fernando   de  Gamboa,  both  of 
them  about  the  age  of  my  mafter,  that 
is,  between  eight  and  twenty  and  thir- 
ty.   Thefe  four  cavaliers,  at  meeting, 
hugged  one  another  fo  heartily,  that 
one  would  have  thought  they  had  not 
met  for  ten  years  before ;   then  Don 
Fernando,  who  was  a  jovial  companion, 
addrefllng  himfelf  to  Don    Matthias 
and  Don  Antonio,  faid,  '  Gentlemen, 

where  do  you  intend  to  dine  to-day? 
if  you  are  not  engaged,  I'll  condu6t 
you  to  a  tavern,  where  you  fliall 
drink  neclar.  I  fupped  there  laft 
night,  and  left  it  only  this  morning, 
between  five  and  fix  o'clock.' — — 
Would  to  Heaven,'  cried  my  mafter, 
that  I  had  done  the  fame  1  in  which 
cafe,  I  fhould  not  have  loft  my  mo- 
ney.' 

•  As  for  me,'  faid  Centelles, «  I  treat- 
ed myfelf  Jaft  night  with  a  new  di- 
verfjon  5  for  I  love  variety  in  my 
pleafures,  which  alone  mv-kes  life 
agreeable.  A  friend  of  mine  carri- 
ed me  to  the  houfe  of  a  farmer  of  the, 
revenue,  a  gentleman  who  does  his 
oy?n  buiinefs,  together  with  that  of 
the  ftate.  There  I  faw  magnificence 
and  tatte,  the  entertainment  being 
clfganjt  enough.  But  I  was  mightily. 
'  direrte4 
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diverted  with  the  ridiculous  beha- 
viour of  the  tax-gatherer  himfelf, 
who,  though  the  moft  plebeian  of 
his  clafs,  alTumed  the  man  of  qua- 
lity :  and  his  wife,  though  horribly 
ugly,  affefted  the  airs  of  a  beauty  ; 
and  laid  a  thoufand  (illy  things,  fea- 
foned  with  the  Bifcayan  accent,  which 
rendered  them  ftill  more  remarkably 
foolifh.  Befides,  there  were  at  table 
four  or  five  children,  with  their  tu- 
tor j  fo  that  you  may  eafily  conceive 
how  I  was  diverted  with  this  family- 
fupper/ 

*  And  I,  gentlemen,'  faid  Don  A- 
exo  Segiar,  *  flipped  at  the  houfe  of 
Arienia  the  aclrefs.  We  were  fix  in 
all  ;  Arfenia,  Florimonda,  with  a  co- 
quette of  her  acquaintance,  the  Mar- 
quis of  Zeneta,  Don  Juan  of  Mon- 
cada,  and  your  humble  fervant.  We 
fpentthe  nightin  drinkingand  ipeak- 
ing  bawdy.  Heavens  !  whit  plea- 
fure  !  It  is  true,  indeed,  Arienia  and 
Florimonda  have  not  much  genius, 
but  their  wantonnefs  fupplies  the 
place  of  wit.  They  are  merry,  brifk, 
romping  creatures  j  and  I  love  them 
a  thoufand  times  better  than  your 
piecife  women  of  fenfe/ 


CHAP.     IV. 

HOW-GIL  BLAS  BECAME  ACQUAINT- 
ED WITH  THE  VALETS  OF  THE 
PEAUS.  THE  ADMIRABLE  SECRET 
THEY  IMPARTEI>  TO  HIM,  OF 
ACQUIRING  THE  REPUTATION 
OF  A  MAN  OF  WIT,  AT  A  SMALL 
F.XPENCE  ;  AND  THE  SINGULAR 
OATH  WHICH  THEY  OBLIGED' 
iilM  TO  TAKE. 

IN  this  manner  did  thcfe  lords  con-' 
rinue  the   converfation,  until  Don 
Mi*thias,  whom,  in  the  mean   time, 
I   helped    to  drefs,  wa=    vady  to    go 
abroad.  Then  it    •  .v  him  { 

and  all    th-  -at  lor 

. ••- 1  n  to  wh  •     man  do  de 

'r.»»nbf;ct  had  propofrd  to  corduet  tham. 
A*  I  walked  in  t  .  :n  company 

-,th  ihr-f-c  thr-r  v;ih-t  ,  (foj  rich  of  the 
:<hudcnp)  lobleivt-d,  notwith' 
three  domefttcks 

'  the  air  and  rtHfoner   of  thrir  r«- 

fhvin-  i:i!ured  them 

4*5  t  he"i»-  new  romr^de.  they  returned  the 

.   ?f(^r 


having  obferved  me  fome  minutes,  fai(f, 
Brother,  I  perceive  that  you  have 
never  as  yet  ferved  a  young  lord.'— 
No,  indeed/  anfwered  I;  '  it  is  not 
long  fincel  came  to  Madrid/ — *  So 
I  fuppofe/  replied  he  j  «  you  fmell 
ftrong  of  the  country  j  you  feem  ti- 
morous and  aukward,  and  there  is  m 
ftiffnefs  in  your  behaviour  :  but  no 
matter  ;  we  will  foon  polifh  you,  take 
my  word/—*  I  am  afraid  you  flatter 
me,'  faid  I  to  him.  '  Not  at  all,* 
le  replied  ;  '  if  you  was  the  greateft 
blockhead  in  the  univerfe,  we  fhall 
be  able  to  make  you  pafs,  you  may 
depend  upon  it/ 

This  was  enough  to  make  me  un- 
derftand  that  my  confederates  were 
brave  lads,  and  that  I  could  not  be  in 
better  hands,  in  order  to  become  a 
pretty  fellow.  When  we  arrived  at  the 
tavern,  we  found  an  entertainment  rea- 
dy, which  SigniorDonFernando had  the 
precaution  to  befpeak  in~the  morning; 
our  mafters  fat  down  to  table,  and  we? 
ftood  ready  to  ferve  them  :  then  they 
began  to  talk  with  fuch  gaietyj  that  I 
was  delighted  to  hear  them.  I  was  very 
much  diverted  with  their  different  cha- 
raclers,  thoughts,  and  expreflions  ; 
their  fire,  their  fallies  of  imagination, 
made  me  believe  them  a  new  fpecies  of 
men  !  When  the  defert  was  upon  the 
table,  we  brought  in  a  great  number 
of  bottles  of  the  be(t  Spanim  wine,  and 
left  them,  to  go  and  dine  by  ourfelves 
in  a  little  hal),  where  the  cloth  was 
laid  on  purpofe. 

-  I  foon  perceived  that  the  knights, 
my  companions,  had  more  merit  than 
I  at  firft  imagined:  they  not  6nly  af- 
fumed  the  manners  of  their  mafters, 
but  even  affecled  their  very  language; 
and   thefe  rafcals    fucceeded   fo   well, 
that  (the  quality   air  excepted)  there- 
was   no    difference  ;    I  admired  their 
free  and  eafy  deportment ;  was  charm- 
ed  with   their  wit,    nnd  defpaiied  of 
ever  being  fo  agreeable.     The  valet  of 
DonFernando  (hecaule  his  mafter  treat- 
ed   ours)    performed    the  honours  of 
the  banquet ;  and  that  nothing  might 
be  wanting,  called  the  landlord,  fay- 
ing, *  Mailer  Andrew  Mantuano,  give 
us  ten  bottles  of  your  very  beft  wine, 
and,  according  to  cuflom,  add  them 
to  my  mafters  bill/—'  With  all  my 
heart,*  replied  the  landlord  ;    *  but, 
Mr.    Cr:tly>ard,   you    know  thv 
njoi  UK  a  good 

*  many 
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many  entertainments  already  ;    and 
if  by  your  means  I  could  touch  a 
little  money—'     '  Oh  !'  laid  the  va- 
et,  interrupting  him,  *  give  yourfelf 
no  trouble  about  what  he  owes  you  j 
I'll  anfwer  for  it,  my  matter's  debts 
are  as  good  as  gold:  it  is  true,  in- 
deed,fome  unmannerly  creditors  have 
feized  our  rents  j  but  we  mall  ob- 
tain a  replevy  very  foon,    and  then 
we  fhall  difchafge  your  bill  without 
fo  much  as  examining  the  articles.' 
Mantuano  brought  the  wine,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  rents  being  feized  j  and 
we  drank  it  in   expectation  of  a  re- 
plevy.    It  was  a  good  jeft  to  fee  us, 
every   moment,  toafting  one  another, 
under  the  furnames  of  our   mafters  : 
Don  Antonio's  valet  giving  the  name 
of  Gamboa  to  Don  Fernando's  fervant, 
and  Don  Fernando's  footman  honour- 
ing Don  Antonio's  valet  with  that  of 
Centelles  ;  they  called  me  Silva  j  and 
by  degrees  we  got  as  drunk  under  thofe 
borrowed    names   as  our  matters,   to 
whom  they  properly  belonged. 

Though  I  did  not  mine  fo  much  as 
my  companions,  they  did  not  fail  to 
exprefs  their  approbation  of  me.— 
*  Silva,'  laid  one  of  the  archeft  among 
them,  *  we  mall  make  fomething  of 
thee,  my  friend :  I  perceive  thou 
haft  a  fund  of  genius,  but  doft  not 
know  how  to  ufe  it  to  advantage. 
The  fear  of  fpeaking  nonfenfe  hin- 
ders thee  from  talking  at  a  venture; 
and  yet,  by  this  alone,  a  thoufand 
people  now-a-days  acquire  the  re- 
putation  of  wits.  If  thou  haft  a 
mind  to  fhine,  give  the  rein  to  thy 
vivacity,  and  indifferently  rifqtre 
every  thing  that  comes  uppermolt. 
Thy  blunders  will  pafs  for  a  noble 
boldnefs  5  and  if,  after  having  ut- 
tered a  thoufand  impertinences,  one 
witticifmefcapes  thee,  the  filly  things 
will  be  forgot,  the  lucky  thought 
will  be  remembered,  and  the  world 
will  conceive  an  high  opinion  of  thy 
merit.  This  is  what  our  mafters 
praftile  with  fuch  fuccefs  ;  and  what 
every  man  muft  do,  who  afpires  to 
the  reputation  of  a  diftinguimtd 
wit.1 

Befides  that  I  was  but  too  fond  of 
pafjing  for  a  fine  genius,  the  fecret 
which  he  had  difclofed  to  me  feemed 
fo  eafy,  that  I  was  refolved  not  to 
neglect  it.  I  put  it  inftantly  to  the 
proof,,  and  the  wine  I  had  drank  CQH- 


tributed  to  it's  fuccefs  ;  that  is,  I  fpoke 
at  random,  and  had  the  good  fortune 
to  throw  out,  among  a  great  deal  of 
nonfenfe,  fome  flafhes  of  wit,  by  whiclx 
I  acquired  great  applaufe.  This  coup 
d^ejj'ai  filled  me  with  confidence:  I 
collected  all  my  vivacity  to  produce 
fome  bright  fally,  and  chance  befriend- 
ed me  in  the  attempt. 

*  Well,'  faid  he  who  fpoke  to  me 
in  the  ftreet,  '  don't  you  begin  to  get 

*  rid   of  your  ruft  ?     Thou  haft  not 

*  been  two  hours  in  our  company,  and 

*  art  already  quite  another  man. Thou 
'  wilt  improve  vifibly  every  day.     Sec 
c  what  it  is  to  ferve  people  of  quality: 
'  it  elevates  the  mind  ;  while  the  be- 
'  ing  valet  to  citizens  has  a  quite  con- 
'  trary  effect/ — <  Doubtlefs,'  anfwered 
Ij    «  and  therefore  I  will  henceforth 
'  confecrate  my  fervice  to  the  nobili- 
f  ty/ — *  That's  nobly  faid!'  cried  Don 
Fernando's   valet,  half-feas  over ;  c  it 
'  does  not  belong  to  your  citizens  to 

*  pofTefs  fuch  fuperior  geniufes  as  we 

*  are.     Come,    therefore,  gentlemen,' 
added  he,  f  let  us  take  an  oath  never 

*  to  ferve  fuch  rapfcallions,  and  fwear 
4  to  it  by  the  river  Styx,'     We  laugh- 
ed heartily  at  Gafpard's  conceit,  which 
we  approved  of  very  much,  and  took 
the  burlefque  oath  with  our  glalTes  m 
our  hands. 

Thus  we  continued  at  table  until  our 
mafters  were  pieafed  to  retire,  which 
was  about  midnight  j  a  circumftance 
which  my  companions  looked  upon  as 
an  excels  of  fobriety.  It  is  true,  in- 
deed, thefe  young  lords  left  the  tavern 
in  fuch  good  time,  only  with  a  view  to 
viiit  a  famous  coquette,  who  lived  in 
the  court  end  of  the  town,  and  kept 
open  houfe  for  your  men  of  pleafure  by- 
night  as  well  as  by  day.  She  was  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty  years  old,  ftill 
extremely  haudfome,  agreeable,  and  fo 
confummate  in  the  art  of  pleafing,  that 
(it  was  laid)  fhe  fold  the  remains  of 
her  beauty  at  a  higher  price  than  that 
which  me  had  received  for  it's  firft- 
fruits.  There  were  always  in  her  houfe 
two  or  three  other  courtezans  of  the  tirft 
rank,  who  contributed  not  a  little  to 
the  great  concourfe  of  lords  who  fre- 
quented it.  They  went  to  play  in  the 
afternoon,  then  flipped,  and  fpent  the 
night  in  chinking  and  making  merry. 
Here  our  matters  ttnid  till  morning, 
and  we  alib,  without  feding  the  time 
lie  heavy  on  our  hands  j  for  while  they 
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diverted  themfelves  with  the 
we  am u led  ourfelves  with  the  maids  $ 
and  at  hilt  departed  all  together  at  break 
of  day,  every  one  going  to  bed  at  his 
own  home. 

My  mailer,  getting  up  as  ufinl  about 
noon,  dreflfed   hi  in  lei  f,   and  went  out. 
I  followed   him  to  (he  houfe  of  Don 
Antonio   Centclles,    where  we  found 
one  Don   Alvaro  de  Acunha,  an  old 
gentleman,    and   pro  felted  rake.     All 
the  young  fparks  who  had   an  ambi- 
tion   to    become  fine   gentlemen,    put 
fhemfclves  under  his  tuition  ;  by  which 
they  were  formed  for  pleafure,  taught 
to  make  a  figure  in  the  world,  and  to 
fpend  their  fortunes  with  a  good  grace; 
he  himfelf  being   under  no  apprehen- 
fion  of    fquandering    away    his    own, 
which  was  gone  long  ago.    Theie  three 
rav.diers    having   fainted  one  another, 
(J-ntelles  faid   to  my   mailer,   «  Faith, 
Don  Matthias,  thou  couldlinot  come 
at  a  better  time  ;  Don  Alvaro  is  go- 
ing to  carry  me  to  the  houfe  of  a  ci- 
tizen who  has   invited   the  Marquis 
of  Zenta  and  Don  Juan  de  Moncado 
to  dinner,  and  thou   flialt  be  of  the 
party/ — '  What  is  the  name  of  this 
citizen?'  faid  Don  Matthias.     'He 
is  called  Gregorio  de  Noriega,'  re- 
>licd  Don   Alvaro;  *  and  I   will,  in 
two  words,  give  you  a  character  of 
the  man.     His  father,  who  is  a  rich 
jeweller,  having  gone  abroad  to  nego- 
ciate  his  affairs,  left  him  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  large  income;  but  Gre- 
^orio  is  a  fool,  who  has  a  difpofition 
prone  to  fpend  his  eftate  ;   in   doing 
which,  he  alT<jC\s  the  beau,  and  would 
fain  pafs  for  a  man  of  fpirit,  in  de- 
Ipite  of  nature.     As  he   beggtd  me 
to    t.'.ke   him  under  my  direction,  I 
govern  him  at    prefent  ;  and   I    can 
.iiiurc  you,  gentlemen,  he  is  in  a  fair 
way  ;   his  finances  being  already  pret- 
ty well  funk. — '  I  don'i  at  all  doubt 
it,'  cried  Centelles  :   '  I   lee  him  al- 
;t:Hy    at    the    workhoufe.       Come, 
Don    Matthias,  let  r.s  make  an  ac- 
quaintance with  him,that\ve  may  have 
io:ne  (hare  in  his  ruin.'—'  With  all 
my  heart,"  it-plied  my  rmtter ;    '  I  love 
dearly  to  fee  the  fortune  of  thefe  litrle 
upfiart  gentlemen  overturned,  bccruil'e 
they  vainly  pretend  torivai  usinfplen- 
dor.    Nothing,  for  example,  evn  ^nvc 
me  I'o  much  diverfion  as  the  rnisfor- 
Uitv.-  of  that  publican's  fon,  who  was, 
by  his  in tli nation  for  play,  ajid  his 


vanity  in  apeing  the  great,  obliged  to 
fell  all,  to  his  very  houfe.'— •  Oh  ! 
as  for  him/  faid  Don  Antonio,  «  he 
defei  ves  no  companion  ;  for  he  is  as 
^reat  a  coxcomb  in  his  adverfity  as 
he  was  in  high  life.' 
Centelles  and  my  imfter  repairing 
with  Don  Alvaro  to  the  houfe  of  Gre- 
gorio de  Noriega,  Mogicon  and  I  went 
thither  alforj  both  of  us  ravimed  to  find 
a  feali  going  forward,  and  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  contributing,  on  our 
parts,  to  the  ruin  of  a  citizen.  A* 
we  went  in,  we  perceived  feveral  peo- 
ple bufy  in  drelfing  the  dinner;  and 
the  ragouts  they  were  preparing  fent 
forth  a  favoury  fteam,  that  very  much 
prepofleired  the  fmell  in  favour  of  the 
tafte.  The  Marquis  of  Zeneta  and 
Don  Juan  of  Moncado  arrived  ;  and 
the  entertainer  feemed  to  be  a  great 
booby,  who  attempted  in  vain  to  af- 
fume  the  carriage  of  a  beau,  being  a 
very  bad  copy  of  thofe  excellent  ori- 
ginals, or  rather  a  downright  fimple- 
ton,  who  affecled  an  air  of  underltand- 
ing.  Imagine  to  yourfelf  a  man  of 
this  character  in  the  midft  of  five  wags, 
whofe  fole  aim  was  to  exercife  their 
raillery  upon  him,  and  engage  him  in 
infupportableexpence.  *  Gentlemen,* 
laid  Don  Alvaro,  after  the  firfi  com- 
pliments, '  I  prefent  to  you  Signior 
'  Gregorio  de  Noriega,  as  a  compleat 

*  cavalier.     Bcfides  a   thoufand  other 
'  excellent  qualifications,  he  poflefTes 

*  an  understanding  fo  exquilitely  cul- 

*  tivated,  that   you   cannot  tnke  him 
'  amil's.     He  is   equally  ftrong  on  all 

*  fubjecb,    from   the   molt    clofe  and 
'  fubtlelogick  down  to  the  art  of  fpell- 
'  ing.' — 'Oh,  now  you  flatter    me!' 
faid  theciti7.cn,  interrupting  him  with 
a  very  foolifh  laugh  :  '  Signior  Alvaro, 
'  I  may  \vith   more   jultice  return  the 
'  compliment;  for   you    are,    as   one 
«  may  lay,   a  very  draw- well  of  erudi- 

*  tion.' — <  I  had   no  defign,'    replied 
Don   Alvaro,  *  to  fifh  for  fuch  a  gcn- 
'  teel  repartee  ;   but,    upon  my   word, 
'  gentlemen,  Signior  Gregorio  cannor 
'   fail  of  acquiring  great  icputation  in 
1  the  world.'—'  For  iny    own   part,* 
laid    Dan  Antonio,   *  what  I  am  molt 
'  charmed  with,  and   what   I    greatly 

*  prefer  to  his  knowledge  in  ofthogra- 
'   phy,   is  the  judicious  choicehe  make? 

*  of  his   company  :   inltcad  of  confin- 
'   ing    himfelf  to   the   converiation  of 

,  h«  cultivates  acquiintar 

•  w:;h 
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with  none  but  young  lords,  with- 
out giving  himfelf  any  trouble  about 
the  expence  attending  it.  There  is 
in  this  conduct  an  elevation  of  fenti- 
ment;  and  it  may  be  called  fpending 
one's  money  with  tafte  and  difcern- 
ment.' 

Thefe  ironical  phrafes  were  follow- 
ed by  a  thoufand  more  of  the  fame  fort, 
and  poor  Gregorio  was  fpared  by  none 
of  them;  each  of  the  beaus,  in  his  turn, 
breaking  his  jeft,  the  meaning  of  which 
the  fool  did  not  perceive  :  on  the  con- 
trary, he  took  every  thing  in  a  literal 
lenfe,  and  appeared  very  happy  in  his 
guefts  j  nay,  he  feemed  even  pleafed 
with  being  turned  into  ridicule  j  and, 
in  mort,  ferved  them  as  a  butt  during 
the  whole  time  of  dinner,  They  ftaid 
with  him  the  remaining  part  of  the  day, 
and  all  night  long,  whillt  we  drank  at 
difcretion  as  well  as  our  matters  ;  and 
by  that  time  they  took  leave  of  the 
citizen,  we  were  all  in  an  excellent 
trim. 


CHAP.     V. 

GIL  BLAS  SETS  UP  FOR  A  MAN  OF 
GALLANTRY, AND  BECOMES  AC- 
QUAINTED WITH  A  FINE  LADY. 

AFTER  having  refreshed  myfelf 
with  fome  hours  of  fleep,  I  got 
up  in  good  humour;  and  remembering 
the  advice  I  had  received  from  Melen- 
dez,  went  (my  mafter  not  being  yet 
awake)  and  prefented  my  refpecls  to 
the  lleward,  whofe  vanity  feemed  not 
a  little  flattered  with  this  inftance  of 
my  regard.  He  received  me  very  gra- 
cioufly  ;  and  alked  if  I  was  not  fami- 
liarized to  the  way  of  living  praftifed 
among  young  noblemen.  I  replied, 
that  though  it  was  quite  new  to  me 
as  yet,  I  did  not  defpair  of  being  re- 
conciled to  it  in  time. 

And  truly  this  happened  very  foon  ; 
for  my  humour  and  difpofition  fuffer- 
ed  a  thorough  change.  From  being 
fedate  and  penfive,  I  became  a  brilk, 
blundering  coxcomb  ;  and  the  valet  of 
Don  Antonio  complimented  me  on  my 
metamorphofis,  faying,  that  there  was 
now  nothing  wanting  to  make  me.il- 
luftrious  but  an  intrigue;  which  he 
affirmed  jwas  abfolutely  neceflary  to- 
wards finishing  the  character  of  a  pretty 
fellow  j  all  our  comrades  being  be- 


loved  by  fome  fair  lady,  arid  he  alone 
being  in  pofTeflion   of  the  good  graces 
of  no  lefs  than  two  women  of  quality. 
I  believed  the  rogue  told  a  lye,  and  faid 
to  him,   «  Monfieur  Mogicon,  to  be 
fine,  you  are  a  handfome  young  fel- 
low, and  have  a  great  deal  of  wit  and 
merit  j  but  I   cannot  conceive  how 
ladies  of  quality  (efpecially  as  you 
don't  live   among   fuch)   can  allow 
themfelves  to  be  charmed  by  a  man 
of  your  condition.' — *  Why,  truly/ 
aid  he,   *  they  don't  know  who  I  am. 
I  make  all  my  conquefts  in  the  drefs, 
and  even  in  the  name  of  my  matter. 
I'll  tell  you  how  :  I  drefs  m>felf  like 
a  young  nobleman  j    I  affume    his 
behaviour,  and  go  out  to  take  the 
air  j  I  ogle  all  the  women  I  fee,  un- 
til I  meet  with  one  who  returns  the 
leer  ;    her  I  follow,   and  find  means 
to  fpeak  with.      I  call  myfelf  Don. 
Antonio  de  Centelles,  and  demand 
an  aflTignation ;  upon  which  the  lady 
ftands  upon  ceremony  :    I  prefs  her. 
to    comply;   me   yields,  et    catera. 
By  this  conduct,  my  child,*  added 
le,  *  I  have  fucceeded  in  my  intrigues; 
and  I  advife  thee  to  follow  my  ex- 
ample.' 

I  was  too  ambitious  of  making  a 
figure,  not  to  liften  to  this  advice,  and 
befides  felt  no  averfion  to  a  love  in- 
trigue :  I  therefore  refolved  to  difguife 
myfelf  like  a  young  nobleman,  and  go 
in  queft  of  amorous  adventures  j  but  as 
I  durft  not  drefs  myfelf  in  our  houfe, 
for  fear  of  being  obferved,  I  took  a 
rich  fuit  of  cloaths  from  my  mallei's 
wardrobe,  and  making  it  up  into  a 
bundle,  carried  it  to  the  houfe  of  a  little 
barber,  a  friend  of  mine,  where  I 
thought  I  could  drefs  and  undrefs  witli 
more  convenience.  There  I  a.  rnsd 
myfelf  to  the  beft  of  my  power,  the 
barber  lending  me  an  helping  hand* 
in  order  to  fet  me  off;  and  when  we 
imagined  it  was  impoflible  to  add  any 
thing  to  my  appearance,  I  walked  to- 
wards St.  Jerome's  Meadow,  from 
whence  I  was  perfuaded  I  mould  not 
return  without  having  found  fome  in- 
trigue to  my  liking  :  but  before  I  was 
obliged  to  go  fo  far  from  home,  I 
ftarted  one  of  a  very  brilliant  expecta- 
tion. 

As  I  was  crofTing  a  by-ftreet,  I  faw 

a    lady  richly    dreifed,    and    perfe&ly 

genteel,  coma  out  of  a  imall  houfe,  nr.d 

get  into  a  hackney-coach  that  flood  be- 

N.  '    fore 
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fore  the  door;    upon  which,    (topping 

.     e,   I  bowed  to  her  in  luclj  a 

manner,  as  to  inform  her  that  1    was 

all  difgufted  at  her  appearance; 

:md  me.  to  let  me  fee  ilic  ddcivid  my 

liill    more     tiiaii    1     imagiiu-.d, 

up  her  veil  for  a  moment,   and 

:ud  a  ino ft  agreeable  countenance 

io   my   view;    mt;;!r,    while    the   coach 

«]rove  oil,  and  I  remained  in  the  ilni-t, 

iiot.a  little  ilruck  with  this  apparition. 

:  a  charming  figure!'  laid   I  to 

mylelf.    c  Bieis  me!  this  is  juft  what  L 

*  wanted,    to  com  p  (eat    my  character. 

idtes    who   are   in   love 

vv.:: ',,  indfome  as 

)  pronounce  him  a  lucky  knave. 

*  I  ihuuld  be  charmed   with  my  lau*, 

*  I  furh  a  m'ilrefs.' 

.    tlu-l':    irfi.'(.:t;<.>ns,   t 

*  alt  my  t  yc,s  by  ;.ccidtnt  towards   ttie 
hbufe  'from   whence  I  had  feen    this 

creature  come  out,  and  perceiv- 
ed, at  a  parlour  window,  an  old  gentle- 
v.'omnn  who  beckoned  me  to  come  in. 

I  Ikw  in  io  tiie  houie  in  an  inftanr, 
and  f'jund,  in  a  pretty  haivJfornc  par- 
Jour,  this  venerable  and  difcreet  ma- 
iron;  who,  taking  me  for  a  marquis  at 
JeaO,  fainted  me  with  great  rdpec"t, 
faying,  '  I  don't  at  all  doubt,  Signior, 

*  that  you  have   conceived  a  very  bad 

*  opinion  of  a  woman  who,  without  br- 

i   with    you,   beckons 

to  her  i.oufej  but  perhaps  you 

v.'il!  ib.ink    more   favourably  cf  me, 

\vlnn  5  ou  mall    know    that   I   don't 

t;c2t  every  body   in  the   fame  man- 

Jjiit  you,  I  fuppofe,  are  a  court 

Joul." — *  You  :uj;  not  miftaken,  my 

foul,'  f*iid  T,   lijtfcliing  out  m', 

l'~'g,  and  p  'odv  on  my  left 

J;ij) ;   *  I  a:n,  v,  i; 

-  lin." — '    I 
auiiice," 


quality 


: 

that  is  : 


I  obfeived  vou  throng 

look;  . 

at  a  i 

for   her  ? 
.'  —  '  Upon  th-.  ' 
iifwert.i  I,   '  fi;  . 

tail-.      JjiiriL;  u.->   t   ;."-ther,    my 
• 
lodgment   :     hicll     go<jd    QJ 

-'doin  pals 


'  I  have  already  told  you,'  rfpliefl 
the  old  gentlewoman,  *  that  1  am 

*  wholly  devoted  to  people  of  quality, 

*  and  delight  in  being  uieful  to   them. 

*  I  admit  into  my  houie,  tor  inftance, 

*  certain  ladies,  whom  the  exteriors  off 
t  virtue    hinder   from    receiving    their 

*  gallants    at    liomej    therefore  I    ac- 

*  commodate  them  with  my  houle,  in 

*  order  to   reconcile    the    warmth    of 
'  their  complexions  with  the  rules  ot 
'  decency." — *    Very  well,'  laid  I    to- 
ner }  *  and  I  fuppofe  you  have  granted 
'  that  favour  to  the  lady  in  queltion  ?* 
— *  No,'  me  replied  ;  {  this   lady  is  a 

*  young  widow  of  quality,  who  wants 
'  a  lover  ;    but  Hie  is  io  nice  in  that 
'   particular,  that  I  don't  know  if  you 
'  yourfelf   will   pleafe    her,     notwith- 
4   (Unding  your  extraordinary   merit: 

*  I     have    already    prefented    to    her 
«  three  flout  cavaliers,  whom  fhe  treat- 

*  ed   with  drfdain.' — '  Adzooks,   my 
'  dear  !'  cried  I,   with  an  air  of  afTu- 
rancc,  *  thou  haft  no  more  to  do,  but 

*  to  put  me  on  the  fcent.     I  will  give 

*  thee  a  good  account  of  her,    believe 
'  me.     1   long  te  have  a  tete  a  tcte 
'  with  a  flw  beauty,  having  never  as 
'  yet  met  with  one  of  that  character. " 
— '  Well/  laid  the  old  lady;  €  if  you 
'   come   hither  to-morrow,  about  this 

*  time,  your  cuiiofity  may  be  fatisfied.' 
— c  I  will  not  fail,'  anfwered  I;  «  and 

*  we  mall  fee  whether  or  not  a  young 
'  nobleman,  fuch   as  I,  may  taite  the 
{   n[eafure  of  a  conqueft.' 

I* returned  to  the  houie  of  the  little 
barber,  without  defiring  any  other  ad- 
ventures, but  very  impatient  to  fee  the 
ifTue  of  this.  Next  day,  therefore, 
having  been  at  great  pains  to  let  my- 
JelfciV,  I  repaired  to  the  old  gentle- 
woman's ho ;:!*.•,  an  hour  before  the 
appointment.  '  Signior,'  faid  fhe,  '  I 

*  Ice  you  are  punctual,  and  am  glad  of 

*  it;    for  you  will  find  it  well   worth 

*  your  trouble.   I  have  ken  your  young 
'  widow,  and  have,  had  ionic  difcourfe 
'  with  her  about  \ou.     She  has  forbid 
'   me  to   fj'cxk  ;   but  I  have  conceived 
'   fuch  a  tYiemtlhip  for  you,  that  Ican- 
'.  not  hojd  my  tongvfe.     You  have  had 
'  the  good  fortune  to  make  an  impref- 
«   fion  on    her  lu-urt,   and  will  be  hap- 
«  pv  very J        .          '  ••  ecu  you  and  nu-, 

ioiis   morfel  ;   her 

'  l.uPo.'nd  i  i'ut  a   very 

..w;(y,    as    it 

,  lb  that  flic  is 
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*  as  good  as   a  maiden."     The  good 
matron,  doubtlefs,  meant  one  of  t'hofe 
(brightly  maidens,  who  know  how  to 
enjoy  life  without  the  incumbrance  of 
matrimony. 

In  a  little  time,  the  heroine  of  the 
aflignation  arrived  in  a  ftage-coach,  as 
fhe  had  done  the  day  before,  adorned 
with  all  the  pomp  of  drefs.  As  foon 
as  me  appeared  in  the  hall,  I  began 
by  five  or  fix  a-la-modebows,  accom- 
panied with  theirmoft  fafliionable con- 
tortions; after  which,  I  approached 
her  with  a  very  familiar  air,  faying, 
«  My  princefs,  behold  a  young  noble- 
e  man  who  is  enrapt  with  your  beau- 

*  ty.     Your    image,    fince    yefterday, 

*  has  inceflantly  prefented  itfelf  to  my 
'  imagination,  and  expelled  a  dutchefs, 

*  who  had  begun  to  get  footing  in  my 

*  heart.' — *  The   triumph,'    anfwered 
flie,  taking  off  her  veil,  '  is  too  glorious 
1  for  me,  and  yet  I  do  not  perfectly 
«  enjoy  it  ;  for  you  young  noblemen 
'  are  prone  to  change :  and  your  hearts, 
'  they  fay,  more  difficult  to  keep  than 
'   quickfilver.' — *  But,    my   queerv/  I 
replied,  *  let  us  mind  the  preftmt  only, 

*  and  let  futurity  ftiift  for  itfelf  :    you 
f  are  handfome,  and  I  amorous;  and, 
'  if  you  approve  of  my  paflion,  let  us 
'  engage  without  any  farther  reflection, 
'  and  embark  like  failors,  who  think 

*  only  of  the  pleafures,   without  per- 
'  ceiving  the  perils  of  their  voyage.' 

So  faying,  I  threw  myfelf,  in  a  tran- 
fport,  at  the  feet  of  my  nymph  ;  and, 
the  better  to  imitate  the  beau's,  preffed 
her,  in  a  petulant  manner,  to  make  me 
happy.  She  feemed  a  httle  moved  by 
my  entreaties,  but  thought  it  was  too 
foon  to  yield  ;  therefore,  pufhing  me 
gently  from  her,'  Hold,'  laid  Ihe;  «  you 
are  too  forward,  and  have  the  air  of 
a  libertine;  I  am  afraid  you  are  no 
better  than  a  downright  rake.' — '  O 
fy,  Madam  !'  cried  I,  *  lure  you  can- 
not hate  what  all  ladies  of  falhion 
love :  none  but  tradefmen's  wives 
exclaim  againft  libertinifm.' — '  You 
are  certainly  in  the  right,*  flie  replied; 
and  I  cannot  refill  fuch  a  convinc- 
ing reafon.  Jt  is  in  vain,  I  find,  to 
ufe  grimace  with  noblemen  like  you  ; 
and  the  women  muft  advance  one 
half  of  the  way.  Know  then  your 
victory  ;' added  flie,  with  an  appear- 
ance of  confufion,  as  if  her  modefty 
fufFered  in  the  confe'Tion  :  *  you  have 

*  inibired  me  with  ftntiments  which  I 
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never  felt  before,  and  I  want  only  to 
know  who  you  are,  that  I  miy  de- 
termine to  chufe  you 'for  my  lover. 
I  believe  you  are  a  young  lor  1,  and 
moreover  a  man  of  honour.     But  of 
this  I  am  not  allured ;  and  howfoever 
I  may  be  prepoHtfied  in  your  favour, 
I  am  reiblved    not  to  beitow  my  af- 
fection on  a  perfon  unknown.1 
It  was  then  I  remembered  the  expe- 
dient of  Don  Antonio's  valet,   on  the 
fame  occafion  ;  and,  after  his  example, 
h-'.ving  a  mind  to  pals  for  my  mailer, 
Madam,'  laid  I  to  my  widow,  <  I  will 
not  refufe  to  tell  you  my  name,  which 
I  need  not  be  alhamed  to  own  ; — did 
you  never  hear  of  Don  Matthias  de 
Silva  ?' — f  Yes,'  flie  replied  ;  *  I  have 
even  feen  him  at  the  houfe  of  a  lady, 
an  acquaintance  of  mine.'   Although 
I   was  pretty  well    flocked    with  im- 
pudence,  this  anfwer  difconcertcd  me 
a  good   deal  ;    however,  I   recollected 
mvielf  in  an   inltant,  and  making  an 
effort  of  genius,   to  extricate  myfelf, 
Well,  then,  my  angel/'  laid  I,   *  you 

know  a  lord  whom 1  know  a  lib. 

Since  you  mud  have  it,  I  am  one  of 
the    fame    family;    his    grandfather 
married   my   grand  uncle's  fiiter-in- 
law  :  fo  that  you  fee  we  are  very  near- 
ly related.     My  name  is  Don  Ccelar, 
and  I   am  the  only  fon  of  the  illuf- 
trious  Don  Fernand  de  Ribera',  who 
was  fl.iin  fifteen  years  ago,  in  a  bat- 
tle that  was  fought  on  "the  frontier- 
of  Portugal.     1   could  defcribe   (h? 
action,  which  was  heliifhly  hot  ;  but; 
that  would  be  loftn^  the  precious  'mo- 
ments which  love  prompts  us  to  em- 
ploy in  a  more  agreeable  manner.' 
After  this  difcourfe,  I  became  more 
preiling  and  paflionatej    but  all  to  lit- 
tle effect;    the  favours  which  my  god- 
dels  beftowed   upon   me,  only    ferving 
to  make  me  figh  after  tl-.ofe  which  me 
refilled  ;     but    though    the    barbarous 
creature  got  into  her  coach,  that  wait- 
ed at  the  door,  I  went  home  vc; 
fatisfied    with  my    good'  fortune,   al- 
though. I  was  not  yet  perfectly  hap^y. 
'  If,'    (aid  I  to    myi'elf,    *  I  have   not 
been  able  to  obtain  ihe  heighth  of  my 
v/j flies,  it  is  becauie  my  piincel's  i?  a 
lady  of  rankand  delicacv,  wiiothinks 
it  indecent  to  yield  to  rhv  tran.: 
during    the    firft    rntei-vic-.v.        The, 
pride  of  her   birth   has  retarded  my 
happinefs  ;  which,  however,  .is  only 
delayed  for  a  few  days.'     Not  but 
N  a  tlm 
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*hat  I  had  likewife  fomc  fufpicions, 
that  the  whole  affair  was  a  wdl-con- 
certed  trick.  But  J  loved  to  confider 
it  in  the  moil  favourable  point  of  view, 
and  to  preierve  the  advantageous  opi- 
nion I  had  conceived  of  the  lady,  with 
whom  I  had  agreed  to  meet  :igain  next 
day  ;  the  hope  of  accomplishing  my 
withes  giving  me  a  talb,  by  anticipa- 
tion, ot  the  pictures  I  expected  to  en- 
joy. 

With  my  fancy  full  of  thefe  fmiling 
images,  I  returned  to  the  houfe  of  my 
barber,  where  I  changed  my  drefs, 
and  went  to  wait  upon  my  matter  at  a 
tennis-court,  where  I  knew  he  was. 
I  found  him  engaged  in  play,  and  even 
perceived  that  he  had  been  lucky  :  for 
he  was  none  of  thole  phlegmatick  game- 
£ers,  who  enrich  or  ruin  themfelves 
wilhout  changing  a  feature.  In  his 
profperity,  he  was  full  of  iniulting  rail- 
Jtry ;  but  very  morole,  when  fortune 
declared  againit  him.  Leaving  the 
tennis-court  in  great  good-humour,  he 
went  dire&ly  to  the  Prince's  Theatre, 
and  I  followed  him  to  the  play  houfe 
door,  where  giving  me  a  ducat, '  Here, 
Gil  Bias,'  laid  he,  '  fmce  I  have  been 
lucky,  thou  malt  feel  the  effects  of 
it  j  go  and  enjoy  thyfelf  with  thy 
companions;  and,  ab  ut  midnight, 
come  to  me  at  the  houfe  of  Arienia, 
where  I  am  to  fup  with  Don  Alexo 
Segiar.'  So  faying,  he  went  in,  and 
1  remained  thinking  how  I  fhould  fpend 
mv  ducat,  according  to  the  intention 
of  the  donor.  I  was  not  long  in  fu- 
fpence.  Clarino,  Don  Alexo's  valet, 
appeared  all  of  a  fudden,  and  I  car- 
ried him  to  the  next  tavern,  where  we 
regaled  ourftlves  till  twelve  o'cJock  ; 
and  from  thence  repaired  together  to 
the  houfe  of  Aifenia,  where  he  was 
likewife  ordered  to  rendezvous.  A 
little  lacquey  opened  the  door,  and  in- 
troduced us  into  a  parlour,  where  the 
waiting- women  of  Arienia  and  Flori- 
inonda  fat  together,  laughing  as  if  for 
a  wager,  while  their  miftreffes  enter- 
tained our  mafters  above. 

The  arrival  of  two  merry  fellows, 
who  had  fuppt-d  to  their  latisfa&ion, 
tould  not  be  diiagreeable  to  chamber- 
maids, efpecially  to  thofeof  the  aclref- 
fes  }  but  what  was  my  aftr  niflnncnt, 
when,  in  the  perlbn  of  one  ot  them,  I 
fceheld  my  wido*',  my  adorable  widow, 
whom  I  Relieved  a  mar^hiont.  's  or 
countefs  !  She  itemed  no  kfs  furprizcd 


at  feeing  her  Don  Caefar  de  Ribera  me- 
tamoi  phofecl  into  the  valet  de  chambre 
of  a  beau  :   however,  we  obferved  one 
another   without    being  dilconcerted ; 
and  both,  at  one  time,  were  feized  with 
fuch  a  violent  inclination  to  laugh,  that 
we  could  not  help  indulging  it.    After 
which  Laura  (fo  was  my  princefs  call- 
ed)   taking   me     afide,    while   Clarino 
made  up  to  her  companion,   very  gra- 
cioufly   prefented    her   hand,     laying, 
ibftly,  «  Take  it,  Don  Caefar ;   inftead 
of  reproaching,   let  us  compliment 
one  another,  my   friend  ;   you   per- 
formed your  part  to  admiration  j  and 
I  did    not    behave  ami  is    in    mine. 
What    fay    you  ?    confefs    that    yo\$ 
took  me  for  one  of  thole  fine  ladies 
of  quality,  who   amuie    themfelves 
with   intrigues.' — '  It   is  true,'  an- 
wered  I  ;  <  but  whofoever  you  are,  my 
queen,  I  have  not  changed  my  fen- 
timents  with  my  drefs  :   I   beg  you 
will  accept  my  fervices,  and  allow  the 
valet  de  chambre  of  Don   Matthias 
to  finilh  that  which  Don  Caelar  had 
fo  happily  begun. ' — '  Yes,'  faid  me; 
I  love  thee  (till   better    in  thy    own 
character,  than   in  that  of  another  : 
thou  art  juit  fuch  a  man  as  I  am  a 
woman  ;  and  that  is  the  Ibongdt  ap- 
probation I  can  bcftow.     I  therefore 
receive   thee    into  the  crowd   of  my 
adorers  j  we  fhall  have  no  more  oc- 
cafion    for   the   miniliry  of  the   old 
woman  ;  for  thou    mayelt  come  hi- 
ther with   the  utmoll  freedom  :  we 
ladies  of  the  ftage  live  without  con- 
ftraint,   and    hdter-fkelter  with  the 
men.     The  effecls  of  this  communi- 
cation are  fomctimes  very  vifible  in- 
dted  j   but  the  town  laughs  at  them  j 
and  our  bufmefs,  thou  knoweft,  is  to 
divert  it.' 

Hcie  we  broke  off,  hecaufe  there 
were  orrurs  prefent,  and  the  converfa- 
tion  became  geneiai,  fprightly,  joyous, 
and  full  of  palpable  double  entendres. 
Every  one  bore  a  pait  ;  Arlema's  maid 
in  particular,  my  lovely  Laura,  (hone 
very  much,  and  (hewed  a  great  deal 
more  wit  than  virtue.  On  the  other 
hand,  our  mafters  and  the  aftrtiTes  of- 
ten burlt  out  into  long  fits  of  laughter, 
which  weoverhctrd  j  and  from  which 
we  concluded,  that  th.ii  diicoinfc  %v;>s 
much  of  the  lame  Itamp  with  our  »  wn. 
If  all  the  fine  things  which  weie  laid 
that  night  at  Arl'cnia's  had  been  com- 
mitted to  writing,  they  would  have 
cumpofed| 
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«ompofed,  I  believe,  a  trea tife  very  in - 
ftrucYive  for  youth.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  hour  of  retreat,  that  is,  the  da<vn 
arrived,  and  we  were  obliged  to  part. 
Clarino  followed  Don  Alexo,  and  I 
went  home  with  Don  Matthias. 


CHAP.     VI. 

THE  CONVERSATION  OF  SOME 
NOBLEMEN,  ABOUT  THE  PLAY- 
ERS OF  THE  PRINCE'SCOMPANY. 

THAT  day,  while  my  matter  was 
drefling,  he  received  a  billet  from 
Don  Alexo  Segiar,  defiring  his  com- 
pany at  his  houle,  whither  he  went ; 
and  found  with  him  the  Marquis  of 
Zeneta,  and  another  young  nobleman 
of  a  good  mien,  whom  I  had  never  feen 
before.     «  Don  Matthias,'  faid  Segiar 
to  my  mafter,  prefenting  the  unknown 
cavalier,  *  this  is   Don    Pompeio   de 
Callro,  a  relation  of  mine,  who  has 
been  at  the  court  of  Portugal  almoft 
from  his  infancy  :   he  arrived  at  Ma- 
drid laft  night,  and  will  fet  out  to- 
morrow  for  Lifbon  :  fo  that,  as  he 
can  fpare  me  only  one  day,  I  am  re- 
folved  to  enjoy  the  precious  oppor- 
tunity j  and,  in  order  to  make  it  the 
more  agreeable  to  him,  have  called 
you  and  the  Marquis  of  Zeneta  to 
my  aflillance.'       Upon  this,  my  ma- 
fter and  Don  Alexo's  kinfman  embra- 
ced and  complimented  one  another  j  and 
I  was  much  pleafed  with  the  difcourfe 
of  Don  Pompeio,  who  feemed  to  have 
a  groat  mare  of  judgment  and  penetra- 
tion. 

Having    dined    at    Segiar's,    thefe 
noblemen  amufed  themfelves  at  cards, 
till  the  hour  of  going  to  the  play  j  and 
then  went  all  together  to  the  Prince's 
Theitr",  to  fee  a  new  tragedy,  intitied, 
The  Queen  of  Carthage.     After  the 
reprefentation   of  the   piece,   they  re- 
turned,   and  fupped  where   they  had 
dined.  The  converfation,  at  firft,  turn- 
ed on  thepiecethey  had  feen  perform- 
ed, and  afterwards    upon  the  aclors. 
•  As   for    the  work  itfelf,'  cried  Don 
Matthias,  *  I  have  no  great  opinion  of 
it  j  it  makes  j*Eneas  ftill  more  infi- 
pid  than  he  is  represented  in  the^S- 
neid  j   but  every  body   mult  agree  it 
was    divinely    played.— What    fays 
Signior  Don  Pompeio  ?  he  does  not 
feern  to  be  of  my  vyay  of  thinking.'— 
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*  Gentlemen,'  faid  that  cavalier  ihii- 
ling,  *  I  have  perceived  you  fo   much 

*  charmed  with  your  players,  and,  in 
4  particular  with  your  aitrcfles,  that  I 

*  ought  not  to  be  fo  bold  as  to  fignify 
'  my   dilTent  from  your  opinions.*— 

*  You    are  much  in  the   right,1  faid 
Don    Alexo  in   a    jocular    manner; 
'  your  cenfures  will  be  very  unfeafon- 

*  able  here;  and  you  ought  to  fliew 
'  fome  refpecl  for  our  aclreifes  before 

*  us,  who  arc  the  trumpets  of  their  re- 
'  putation.     As  we  druik  with  them 

*  every  day,    we  can  do  no  lefs  than 
«  warrant  them  perfect  in  their  voca- 
'  tion }  and  even  give  them  certificates, 

*  if  there  be  occaiion  for  it.' —  *  I  do 

*  not  at  all  doubt  it,'   anlwered  his  re- 
lation,   «    and  I   dare  fay,  you  would 

*  do  the  fame  for  their  morals,  fo  much 

*  are  you  their  friends.' 

*  Your  comedians  at  Lisbon,'  faid 
the  Marquis  of  Zeneta,  withafneer, 

*  are,   doubtlefs,    much  better    than 

*  ours.' — '  Yes,  certainly,' repliedDon 
Pompeio  ;   *  at  leaft,  there  are  fome  of 
«  them  who    have  no  defect.' — «  And 
'  thefe,'refumed  theMarquis,  *  mayde- 
'  pend  upon  your  certificate.'--*  I  have 
1  no  connection  with  them  ,'  /aid  Don 
Pompeio  j  *  and  as  I  never  enter  into 
'  their  parties  of  pleafure,  can  judge  of 

*  their  merit  without  prejudice.     But 

*  do  you  really,'  added  he,  *  think  your 

*  company  fo  excellent?' — '  No,  faith  1* 
faid  the  Marquis  j  *  I  believe  no  fuch 

*  thing:    and  provided   you  give    me 
1  leave  to  defend  a  very  final  1    num- 
'  ber  of  the  players,  I  will  willingly 
-'  give  up  all  the  relt.     Won't  you  al- 

*  low   that  (he  who  played  the  part  ot 
«  Dido,  is  an  admirable aftrefs  ?  did  ihe 
4  not  repreient  that  queen  with  all  the 

*  dignity  and  grace  which  is  con  form  - 

*  able  to  the  idea  we  have  of  her?  and 

*  did  not  you  admire  her  art  in  engag- 
'  ing  the  mind   of  the  fpeclator,  and 
'  making  him  feel  the  emotions  of  all 
'  thoi'e  pafllons  that  areexprefled  ?  She 

*  may    be    laid   to    be    confummately 

*  ikiiled  in  all  the  refinements  of  de- 

*  clamation.' — *  I   agree,'   laid   Don 
Pompeio,'  £  that   Ihe   knows   how   to 

*  awake  and  touch  the  pafllons  of  the 

*  audience  j   no  player  had   ever  more 
'  feeling,  and,  on  the  whole,    her  rc- 

*  prefentation  is  very  fine  ;    but  me  is 

*  tar  from  being  a  perfect   aclrels :    I 

*  was  mocked  with  two  or  three  things 

*  in  her  performance.  When  me  would 
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'  wprefs  ftirprire,  fhe  rolls  her  eyes  in 
«  fuch  an  extravagant  manner,  as  very 
'  ill  becomes  the  deportment  of  a 

*  priucefs.     Add  to  this,  tint  in  rai- 
'  fni£    her   voice,  which  is    naturally 

'*  low,  {he  corrupts  the  fweernelsof  it, 
'  and  produces  a  very  difagreeable 
'  croaking  :  befides,  in  more  places 
'  than  one,  fhe  gave  reafon  to  fufpefl 
'  that  fnc  did  not  very  well  underftand 
'  her  part  ;  but,  however,  I  am  in- 

*  clincd  to  irnpute  this  rather  to  inat- 

*  tention  than  want  of  capacity.' 

'  By  what  I  can  fee,'  faid  Don  Mat- 
thias to  the  criticlc,  *  you  will  icarce 

*  write  a  panegyrick  on  our  actreffes.' 
— '  Pardon    me,'  replied  Don    Pom- 
iieio,    *    I    can   difcover  great  talents 

*  through  their  defects.     I  own,  I  was 

*  inchanted  with  that  act  re's  who  per- 
'  formed  the  part  of  a  chambermaid 

*  in  the  interludes;   fhe  has  a  fine  ge- 
•'  nius,  treads  the  ftage  gracefully,  and 
'  every  wif'icifm  fhe  utters  is  feaf.'ncd 

*  with  a  farcaftick  i'mile,  full  of  charms, 
'  which  very  much  enhances  the  value 
'  of  what  is  faidi    She  may,  indeed,  be 
'  blamed  for  indulging  her  fire,  fome- 
'  tim-;";,   a  little  too  much,  and  tranf- 
'  greffing  the  bounds  of  modeft  aflu- 
'  ranee:    but  we  muft  not  be  too  ie- 
'  vere  ;  and  I  could  onlywifh  that  fhe 
'  woulH  .on eel  one  bid  habit  fhe  has 

*  contracted.     Oft-times,  in  the  mid 

*  die  of  nfVrious  fcene,    fhe  interrupts 
'   the  performance  all  of  a  i'udden,  by 

*  yielding  to  n  filly  defreot  laughing, 
'   with    which    fhe    is   iVized.     You'll 
'  fay  flie  ?3  applauded  by  the  pit,  even 

*  ar  th?fe  tirries  :   there,  I  own,  fhe  is 

*  J'.icl:v.' 

4  Wtll,  what  do  you  think  of  the 
'  men  ?'  faid thff Marquis,  interrupting 
him,  '  furely  you'll  charge  them  full 
'  volley,  fmce  you  have  b;-en  fo  un- 
'  merciful  to  the  women.' — «  No, 'faid 
Don  Pompeio  j  *  I  think  you  havefome 
'  promifmg  young  actors  ;  and  am 
'  p-ii  tirularly  pleafc-d  with  that  fat  co- 
'  median  who  ;«fted  the  part  cf  Dido's 
'  pi  imi-  minifter  :  he  repeats  very  na- 

*  rurally,  and  declaims  juft  as  they  do 
'  in  Pot  tugal.' — '  If  he  cnn  pleafeyou,' 
•Md    Segur,   '  you   mull    be  charmed 

*  vilh  the  action    of  him   who   played 
'   the    part  of  TEneas.     Is    not    he  a 

'    r<Mv*di;in  !    nn  original  !' 

'  V?ry  original,'  replied  the  ciitick  ; 
'  }\\f-  cadence  is  qnitf  peculiar^  and  his 
'  tones  abundantly  mrill  :  lit  ahnoil 


*  always  deferts  nature  ;    hurries  over 
'  the  words  which  cont.tin   the   fcnti- 
'  mrnt,  and  places  the  cmphafis  where 
'  it  Iliould  not  be  ;  making  paufcs even 
'  on    articles    and    conjun6(ions.     He 
'  diverted  me  very  much  ;  particnlar- 
'  ly  when  he  exprefled  to  his  confident 
'  the  violence  lie  did  himfelf  in  aban- 

*  doning  rhe  princefs  ;  never  was  grief 
'   more  comically  rxprefled/ — <  Softly, 
1  coufin,'  replied  Don  Alexo  ;  «  thou 
'  wilt  make   us   believe,   by  and  by, 
«   that  there  is  not  a  great  deal  of  tafte 

I  at  the  court  of  Poruigr.1.     Doit  thou 
'  know    that   the  actor  of  whom   we 
'  fpeak  is  reckoned  a  phoenix  ?  Didft 
'   thou  not  hear  what  claps  of  applaule 

*  he  obtained  ?  A  plain  proof  that  he 

*  is    far  from  being  contemptible.' — 
'  That  is  no   proof  at   nil,'  anfwered 
Don    Pontpeio  :     '  gentlemen,'  added 
he,  '  let  us  not,   I  beg  of  you,  lay  any 

*  lirefs    upon    the  applaufe  df  the  pit, 
'  whtch   is  often  beltowed  very  unt'ea- 

*  fonably  j  nay,  more  feldom  on  true 

*  merit  than  on  falfe,  as  Phaediiis  ob- 
'  fervcs1,  by  an  ingenious  fable,  which 
'  I  beg  leave  to  repeat.     Here  it  i«. — 

*'  The  inhabitants  of  a  certain  city 
"  beingaflembled  in  publick  to  ftepan- 
"  tomimes,  there  was,  among  t! 
"  formers.!  a  favourite  a6W  Whom 
"  they  app'.Tuded  vvcry  moment.  This 
"  buffoon  having  a  mind  to  clofe  the 
u  fcene  with  a  new  kind  of  rcpidVn- 
"  tation,  appeared  alone  upon  the 

II  ftage,  (tooped  down,  covered  his  h:  :>d 
"  with  his  cloak,  and  fqucaking  like  a 
"  pig,  acquitted  himfelf  fo  well,  that 
"  the  audience  actually  imagined  he 
"  had  one  under  his  cloaths  :  th 

**  dered  him  therefore  to  (trip  j  whick 
"  he  having  done,  and  nothing  ap- 
"  pearing  the  whole  afTembly  thun- 
"  dered  applaufe.  A  ptalant,  who 
*'  happened  to  be  one  of  the  fptctators, 
"  fliocked  at  thefe  exprtlTions  of  ml - 
"  miration,  cried,  "  ( kutlemen,  you 
«'  have  liitlc  cauie  to  be  charmed  with 
"  tl'.at  buffoon,  who  is  not  fuch  an  ex- 
**  (juilitt-  aclor  as  you  iin.-'.gine  :  I  can 
<c  play  the  pig  better  than  he  5  and,  if 
"  ym'  doubt  it,  come  hither  ngain  t«»- 
"  morrow  at  this  hour."  The  people, 
"  prepoflfeffed  in  f-ivourof  their  panto- 
"  mimes,  ic-:.lV  n.blrd  next  day  in 
"  gieaier  numbers,  rather  to  hiis  tl;e 
"  peafant  than  f<-e  what  he  could  do. 
"  The  two  riv-.  :ing  on  the 

tl  ftage,  the  buffoon  leg?n,  and  was 
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tf  applauded  more  than  ever :  thea  the 
*'  countryman  ftooping  in  his  turn, 
"  and  muffling  his  head  in  his  cloak, 
'«  pinched  the  ear  of  a  real  pig, 
"  which  he  held  under  his  arm,  and 
"  made  it  fqueak  mod  piercingly  : 
"  neverthelefs,  the  audience  gave  the 
"  preference  to  the  pantomime;  and 
«'  hooted  the  peafant,  who  all  of  a 
"  i'udden  producing  the  pig  to  the 
"  fpe&ators,  "  Gentlemen,"  faid  he, 
"  it  is  not  me  whom  you  hifs,  but  this 
"  poor  pig  himfelf;  fuch  excellent 
tf  judges  yo*»  are  !" 

«  Coufin,'  laid  Alexo,  «  thy  fable 
is  too  fevere :  but  notwithftanding 
thy  pig,  we  will  not  give  up  our 
opinion.  Let  us  change  the  dif- 
courfe,'  added  he ;  '  I  am  tired  of 
this  fubjecl.  So,  thou  wilt  depart 
to-morrow,  in  fpite  of  my  defire  to 
enjoy  thy  company  a  little  longer?' 
-*  I  wifh  I  could  make  a  longer  ftay 
in  Madrid, 'replied  his  kinfman;' but 
it  is  not  in  my  pow^r.  I  have  told 
you  already,  that  I  came  to  the  court 
of  Spain  about  an  affair  of  ftate  ;  and 
at  my  arrival  yefterday,  had  an  au- 
dience of  the  prime  minifter,  whom 
I  mall  fee  again  to-morrow  morn- 
ing ;  immediately  after  which,  I  (hall 
fet  out  on  my  return  to  Lifbon.' — 
Thou  art  become  altogether  Portu- 
gueze,'  laid  Segiar;  *  and,  in  all  like- 
lihood, wilt  never  return  to  live  in 
Madrid/ — *  I  believe  I  mall  not,' 
anfwered  Don  Pompeio ;  '  for  I  am  fo 
happy  as  to  be  beloved  by  the  king 
of  Portugal,  and  enjoy  a  great  deal 
of  pleafure  at  his  court :  but,  not- 
withftanding his  kindnefs  to  me, 
would  you  believe  that  I  have  been 
on  the  point  of  quitting  his  domi- 
nions for  ever?' — *  Pray  tell  us  the 
reafon  !'  faid  Don  Alexo.  '  With 
all  my  heart,'  anfwered  Don  Pom- 
peio ;  «  and  at  the  fame  time,  I  will 

*  relate  the  ftory  of  my  life. 

CHAP.     VII. 

THE    HISTORY    OF     DON    POMPEIO 
DE  CASTRO. 

O  N  Alexo,'  added  he, « knows, 
*  that  while  I  was  yet  a  boy, 
I  refolved  to  carry  aims  j  and  that 

*  feeing  our  own  country  in  profound 
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'  peace,  I  went  to  Portugal,  from 
'  whence  I  paded  over  into  Africa, 
'  with  the  Duke  of  Braganza,  who 
'  gave  me  employment  in  the  army 
'  under  his  command.  Being  a  younger 

*  brother,   of   very    final!    fortune,  I 

*  was  under  a  neceflity  of  fignalizing 
'  myfelf  in   fuch  a  manner  as  to  at- 

*  tra£l  the  notice  of  the  general j  and 

*  did  my  duty  fo  well,  that  the  duke 
'  promoted  and  put  me  in  a  condition 

*  to  ferve  with  honour.     After  a  long 
1  war,  theiflue  of  which  you  all  know, 

*  I  attached  myfelf  to  the  court ;  and 
'  the  king,   upon  the  recommendation 

*  of  the  general  officers,  gratified  me 
'  with  a  confulerable   penfion.     Sen- 

*  iible  of  this  monarch's  generofity,  I 
'  loll  no   occafion  of  manifefting  my 

*  gratitude  by  my  affiduity  ;  and  was 
'  always  in  attendance  at  thofe  hours 

*  in  which  people  are  permitted  to  pay 

*  their  refpec~ls ;   by  which  behaviour, 
'  I  infenfibly  acquired  the  love  of  that 
«  prince,  who  honoured  me  with  new 
'  favours. 

'  Having  one  day  diftinguimej  my- 
'  felfat  the  ring,  and  a  bull-right  tlvat 
'  preceded  it,  the  whole  court  com- 
'  mended  my  (trength  and  addrefs ; 

*  and  when  I  returned  home,  loaded 
'  with  applaufe,  I  found  a  billet,  im- 
4  porting,  that  a  lady,  the  conqueft  of 
'  whom  ought  to  flatter  me  more  thai* 

*  all  the  honour  I   had  that  day  ac- 

*  quired,  wanted  to  converfe  with  me; 
'  and  that  I  mould,  in  the  twilight, 
'  repair  to  a  certain  place  that  was  de- 
'  fcribed.     This  letter  gave  me  moie 
'  pleafure  than  all  the  praife  I  had  re- 

*  ceived  j  and  I  imagined  that  the  per- 
'  fon  who  wrote  it,  mull  be  a  lady  ot" 
'  the  firft  quality.     You  may  eahty 
'  guefs,  that  I  flew  to  the  rendezvous^ 
'  where  an  old  woman  being  in  wait- 
'  ing,  to  ferve  as  a  guide,  introduced 
'  me,  by  a  little  garden  door,  into  a 

*  great  houfe,  and  ftiut  me  in  a  rich 
'  clofet,  faying,  "  Stay  here,  until  I 
"  inform  my  ir.iftrefs  of  your  anivai."" 
f  I   perceived  a  great  many   curious 

*  things  in  this  clofet,  which  was  cr.- 

*  lightened  by  a  great  number  of  wax- 

*  candles;   but  my  fole  view  in  con- 
'  fidering  it's  magnificence, was  to  con- 
'  firm  myfelf  in  the  opinion  I  had  ai- 
'  ready  conceived  of  the  lady's  rank. 
'  If  ail   that   I   faw   feemcd  to  allure 

*  me  (lie  svas  a  perfon  of  the  firft  qua- 
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*  lity,  when  me  appeared,  Iwascon- 
4  v  >  need  of  it,  by  her  noble  and  ma- 

*  jettick  air:  neverthelefs,  I  was  mil-' 

*  taken. 

"  Signior  Cavalier,"  faid  (he,  "  af- 
"  ter  the  advances  I  have  made,  it 
<£  would  be  ridiculous  to  conceal  the 
"  tender  fentiments  I  have  for  you  ; 
*c  which,  however,  were  not  infpired 
"  by  that  merit  you  have  this  day 
"  fliewn  before  the  whole  court :  that 
"  only  has  haftened  the  difcovery ; 
•'  for  I  have  feen  you  more  than  once, 
'*  and  enquired  into  your  character  ; 
*'  which  pleafes  me  fo  much,  that  I 
"  determined  to  follow  my  inclina- 
"  tion.  Do  not  imagine,"  added  Hie, 
"  that  you  have  made  a  conqueft  of 
"  fome  dutchefs  :  I  am  no  other  than 
"  the  widow  of  a  iimple  officer  of  the 
*c  king's  guards  :  but  what  makes 
*'  your  victory  (till  more  glorious,  is 
"  the  preference  I  give  you  to  one  of 
"  the  greateft  lords  of  the  kingdom. 
*£  The  Duke  of  Almeyda  is  in  love 
"  with  me,  and  fpares  nothing  to  in- 
'*  flame  me  with  a  mutual  paflion ; 
"  but  hitherto  he  has  been  unfuccefs- 
"  ful,  and  I  fuffer  his  addrefies  only 
"  through  vanity.1* 

*  Though  I  found  by  her  difcourfe 
4  that  I  had  to  do  with  a  coquette,  I 
'  thought  myfelf  very  much  obliged  to 
1  fortune  for  this  adventure.  Donna 

*  Hortenfia  (fo  was  the    lady  called) 

*  was  ftill  in  the  prime  of  youth  j  and 

*  I  was  dazzled  with  her  beauty  :  be- 
c  fides,  (lie  offered  me  the  pofleffion  of 
'  a  heart  which  would  not  yield  to  the 
'  addrefTesof  a,  duke.  What  a  triumph 

*  was  this  for  a  young  Spanifh  cava- 

*  Her!     I  accordingly  threw  myfelfat 
'  her  feet,  thanked  her  for  her  good- 

*  nefs,  faid  all  that  a  man  of  gallantry 

*  could  utter  on  fuch  an  occafion,  and 
'  me  had  reafon    to  be  fatisfied  with 
'  the  tranfports  cf  my  gratitude.     We 
'  parted  the  bell  friends  in  the  world, 

*  after  having  agreed  to  fee  one  ano- 
4  ther  every  night  on  which  me  fhould 

*  bedilengaged  from  the  Duke  of  Al- 

*  meyda,  rind  this  flic  promifed  to  ad- 
'  vertife  me  of  punflually  j  in  which 
'  me  did  not  fail  ;  fo  that,   in  a  word, 

*  I  became  the  Adonis    of  this  new 
«  Venus. 

'  But  the  pleafures  of  life  arc  far 
'  from  being  eternal !  Whatever  mea- 
'  fures  the  lady  could  take  to  conceal 

*  our  correfpoudence  from  my  viva!, 


'  he  did  not  fail  to  get  notice  of  the 
'  whole  of  what  it  \vas  fo  much  our 
'« intereft  to  keep  from  his  knowledge. 
'  A  malecontent  chambermaid  inform- 

*  cd  him  of  the  affair;   and  that  lord, 
'  naturally  generous, but  withal  haugh- 
'  ty,  jealous,  and  paflionate,  was  in- 
'  cenfed  at  my  prefumption  :  rage  and 
'  jealonfy  took  pofTeftion  of  his  foul  j 

*  and  following  the  dictates  of  his  fu- 

*  ry,  he  refolved  to  avenge  himfelf  of 

*  me  in    an  infamous  manner.     One 
'  night,  while  I  was   with  Hortenfia, 
4  he  waited  for  me  at  the  little  garden - 
'  door,  attended  by  all  his   footmen, 

*  aimed  with  clubs  ;  and  as  foon  as  I 
'  came   out,     making   thefe   wretches 
'  feize  me,  ordered  them  to  cudgel  me 
'  to  death.     "  Strike,"  faid  he  ;  "  and 
"  let  the  audacious  villain  perim  under 
"  your  hands  ;  for  fo  I  am  refolved  to 
"  punifh  his  infolence."     He  had  no 
1  fooner  fpoke  thefe  words,  than  his 
'  people  aflaulted  me  all  together,  and 
'  gave  me  fo  many  blows,  that  I  lay 
'  Itretched  upon   the  ground  without 

*  fenle  or  motion :  after  which   they 

*  retired   with  their  mailer,  who  had 
'  regaled   himfelf  with  this  cruel  exe- 
'  cution,  and  I  remained  as  they  left 
«  me  during  the  reft  of  the  night.    At 
'  break  of  day,  fome  people  happen- 

*  ed  to  pafs,  and  perceiving  (till  fome 
{  life  in   me,  were  fo  charitable  as  to 

*  carry  me  to  the  houfe  of  a  furgeon  : 
4  luckily  my  wounds  were  not  mortal, 
«  and  I  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  fkilful 

*  artift,  who  made  a   perfect  cure  of 

*  me  in  two  months ;  at  the  end  of 

*  which  time  I  repaired  again  to  court, 
'  and  refumed  my  former  way  of  liv- 
'  ing  j  fave  that  I  never  went  back  to 
'  Hortenfia,  who  on  her  part  took  no 
'  ftep  to   fee  me  again,    becaufe  the 

*  (juke,  on  thefe  terms,  had  pardon - 

*  ed  her  iifidelity. 

*  My  adventure  being  univerfally 
'  known,  and  nobody  fufpecting  my 
'  courage,  every  one  was  aitonifhed  to 
'  fee  me  as  tranquil  as  if  I  had  not  re- 

*  ceived  an  affront  ;  for  I  imparted  my 
(  thoughts  to  no  man  breathing,  and 
'  feemed  to  be  void  of  all  refentment ; 
'  fo  that  people  did  not  know  what  to 
f  think    of  my    feigned    infcnfibility. 

*  Some  believed  that,  notwithstanding 
«  my  courage,  the  rank  of  my  antago- 
t   ni(l  kept  me  in  awe,  and  obliged  me 
'  to   digelt    thu   injury;  others,    with 
'  more   reafon,  fufpe^cd  nay  lilence, 

*  anil 
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f  and  looked  upon  the  peaceable  ap- 
'  pearance  I  put  on,  as  a  deceitful  calm. 
'  Of  this  opinion  was  the  king,  who 
'  did  not  think  me  a  perfon  that  would 
'  leave  fuch  an  outrage  unpunifhed  ; 
'  but  believed  that  I  would  not  fail 

*  to  revenge  mylelf  as  loon  as  I  could 
'  find  a  favourable  opportunity.  That 
'  he  might    know  whether  or  not  he 
'  guefled  my  fentiments  aright,  he  call- 
'  ed  me  one  day  into  his  clofec,  where 

*  he  faid,  "  Don   Pompeio,    I  know 
•«  the  accident  which  has  happened  to 
"  you  ;  and  am,  I  confefs,  furprized 
"  at  your  tranquillity,  which  mull  cer- 
**  tainly  be  dililmulation." — "  Sire," 
'  I  replied,  *'  I  know  not  who  was  the 
"  aggreflbr,  having  been  attacked  in 
*'  the  dark  by  people  unknown ;    fo 
"  that   1  muft  conlble  myielf  for  the 
Mt  misfortune    as    well   as   I  can."— 
"  No,  no,"  faid  the  king}  "you  muft 
<f  not  think  to  dupe  me  with  that  eva- 
"  fion,  which  is  all  diffembled  :   I  have 
"  been  informed  of  the  whole  affair,  the 
*'  Duke  of  Almeyda  has  given  you  a 
"  mortal  affront.     You  are  a  gentle- 
"  man,  and  a  Caftilian  ;  and  I  know 
"  what  thefe  qualities  oblige  you   to 
'*  do.     You  have  formed  a  refolution 
"  to  avenge  yourfelf.     Communicate 
<{  your  fcheme  to  me:  I   jnfift  upon 
**  it — and    don't  be  afraid   that   you 
"  mall  have  caufe  to  repent  of  making 
"  me  your  confident." 

*'  Since  your  Majefty,"  anfwered  I, 
"  commands  it,  I  will  difcover  my 
'*  fentiments.  Yes,  Sire,  I  intend- 
**  to  take  vengeance  for  the  affront 
'*  I  have  fuffered.  Every  one  who 
(f  bears  the  name  of  a  gentleman,  is 
"  accountable  for  it  to  his  family. 
"  You  know  the  unworthy  treatment 
"  I  have  received  j  and  I  purpofe  to 
"  affaflinate  the  Duke  of  Almeyda,  to 
revenge  myfelf  in  a  manner  fuitable 
"  to  the  offence.  I  will  plunge  a  po- 
!<  niard  in  his  breaft,  or  (hoot  him 
ff  through  the  head,  and  efcape,  if  I 
"  can,  into  Spain.  This  is  ray  de- 
<  fign."'. — "  It  is  a  violent  one,"  faicL 

*  the  king  j    ««  nevertheleis,  I  cannot 
'«  condemn  it,  after  the  cruel  outrage 
"  which  the  Duke  of  Almeyda  has 
tf  committed  upon  you:  he  is  worthy 
"  of  the  chaltifement  you  reierve  for 
ft  him  ^  but  do  not  execute  your  en- 
tc  terprize  in  a  hurry.     Leave  it  to  me 

to  nnd  out  an  expedient  for  bring- 
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ing  you  to  an  accommodation."— 
Ah,  Sire!"  cried  I,  very  much  cha- 
grined; "  why  did  you  oblige  me  to 
*  reveal  my  fecret  ?     What  expedient 
'  can — "     «<  If  I  don't    find  one  to 
'  your   fatrsfa&ion,"  fatd  he,    inter- 
rupting me,  "  you  may  put  your  re- 
"   iblution  in  practice.     I  don't  intend 
"  to  abufe  the  confidence  you  have  re- 
"  pofed  in  me,  and  will  by  no  means 
"  betray  your  honour :  fo    that   you 
"  may   make    yourfelf   eafy  on    that 
"  fcore." 

«  I  was  greatly  at  a  lofs  to  know  in 
'  what  manner  the  king  pretended  to 
'  terminate  this  affair  in  an  amicable 
'  manner :  and  this  is  the  method  he 
'  took.  In  a  private  converfatiort 
«  with  the  Duke  of  Almeyda,  "  My 
"  lord,"  faid  he,  "you  have  injured 
"  Don  Pompeio  de  Caftro  j  and  as 
"  you  are  not  ignorant  of  his  being  a 
"  man  of  illuftrious  birth,  and  agtn- 
"  tleman  whom  I  love  on  account  of 
"  his  faithful  fervices,  you  ought  to 
"  give  him  fatisfaftion."-— "  I  am  not 
"  of  an  humour  to  refufeit,"  anfwer- 
1  ed  the  duke  j  "  if  he  complains  of 
"  my  wrath,  I  am  ready  to  do  him 
"  juitice  in  the  field."—"  You  mult 
"  give  him  another  fort  of  repara- 
"  tion,"  replied  the  king.  "  A  Spa- 
'*  nifh  gentleman  underftands  the  point 
"  of  honour  too  well,  to  fight  openly 
"  with  a  fee ret  alfaffin.  I  can  give 
"  you  no  other  name  ;  and  you  can- 
«*  not  expiate  the  indignity  of  your  ac- 
**  tion  any  other  way,  than  by  pre- 
"  fenting  your  enemy  with  a  cane, 
"  and  fubmitting  to  a  retaliation."—* 
"  O  Heavens!"  cried  the  duke}  "what, 
"  Sire  1  would  you  have  a  man  of  my 
"  rank  condefcend  to  humble  himfelf 
"  before  a  fimple  cavalier,  and  allov* 
"  himfelf  to  be  caned  ?" — "  No,"  re- 
'  plied  the  monarch  ;  "  I  will  make 
"  Don  Pompeio  promife  that  he  wili 
**  not  ftrike  you.  Only  aik  pardon 
"  for  the  violence  you  committed,  and 
"  prefent  him  with  a  cane — that  is  all 
**  I  expecl  of  you." — "  And  that  is 
"  too  much  to  expeft  from  me,  Sir," 
'  laid  the  duke,  interrupting  hian 
*  hattily  j  *'  I  v/ill  rather  continue  ex- 
*'  pofed  to  the  fecret  (hafts  of  his  re- 
"  venge." — "  Your  life  is  dear  to 
<c  me,"  faid  the  king  ;  "  and  my  defire 
"  is,  that  this  affair  may  have  no  bad 
«  cyflfequences.  To  bring  it  to  a 
O  «'  con- 
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"  conclufion  the  lefs  difagreeably  for 
"  you,  I  will  be  the  only  witnefs  to 
•«  that  fatisfa&ion  which  I  infift  on 
"  your  making  to  the  Spaniard." 

'  The  king  had  occafion  for  all 
'  his  power  over  the  duke,  to  bring 
'  him  to  this  mortifying  condefcen- 
4  fion.  However,  he  fucceeded  ;  and 
'  afterwards,  fending  for  me,  re- 
'  counted  the  difcourfe  he  had  with 
'  my  enemy,  and  afked  if  I  would  be 
'  fatisfied  with  the  reparation  agreed 
'  upon  between  them,  I  aniwered  in 

*  the  affirmative,  and   gave  my  word 

*  and    honour,  that  far  from  ftriking 
«  the  offender,  I  would  not  even  ac- 
'  cept  of  the  cane  he  mould  prefent  to 

*  me.    Things  being  regulated  in  this 

*  manner,  the  duke  and  I,  one  day, 

*  went  at  a  certain  hour  to  the  king, 
'  who  Glutting  himfelf  up  with  us  in  the 

*  clol'et,  "  Come,"  faid  he  to  the  duke, 
**  acknowledge  your  fault,  and  delerve 
"  to   be   forgiven."     Upon  this,  my 
'  enemy  made  his  apology,  and  pre- 

*  lented  me  with   the  cane  which  he 
'  had  in  his  hand.     "  Don  Pompeio," 

*  faid  the  monarch  to  me  that  inftant, 
"  take   the  cane,  and  let  not  my  pre- 
"  fence   hinder   you    from   fatisfying 
*'  your  injured  honour:  I  acquit  you 
*'  of  the  promifti    you  made,  not  to 
"  ftrike  the  duke." — "  No,  Sir,"  an- 
'  Iwered   I,  "  it  is   fufficient  that  he 
*<  lubmits  to  be  beaten  j  an  injured 
*'  Spaniard  alks  no  more."— "Well," 

*  replied    the   king,    "  fince   you  are 
*'  contented  with  that  fatisfa&ion,  you 
"  may  now  enjoy  the  privilege  of  a  re- 
*'  scalar  procels  :  meafure  your  (words, 
*'  and  determine  your  quarrel  like  men 
"  of  honour." — "  It  is  what  I  arcient- 
«'  ly  defire!"  cried  the  Duke   of  Al- 
4  meyda,  with    precipitation,     "   and 

*  that  alone   is   capable  of  confoling 
'  me  tor  the  fhameful  condefcenfion  I 

*  have  made." 

«  So  faying,  he  went  away  full  of 
rage  and  confulion  ;   and  two  hours 
after  lent   to  let  me  know   that  he 
waited  for   me  in    a   private   place. 
Thither  I  repaired,  and  found  that 
lord  in  a  humour  to  fight  heartily. 
He  wa*  not  quite  forty,  and  wanted 
neither  courage  nor  (kill,  fo  that  the 
match  was  pretty  equal.     "  Come, 
Don  Pompeio,1'  faid  he,  * '  Jet  us  de- 
«*  cide our  difference  here:  both  of  us 
"  ought  to  be  exalperated  to  the  high- 


"  eft  pitch;  you,  for  the  treatment  you 
"  have  received  at  my  hands j  and  I, 
"  for  having  alked  your  pardon." 
'  With  thefe  words,  he  drew  upon  me 
'  fo  fuddenly,  that  I  had  no  time  to 
'  make  any  reply,  and  puftied  with 

*  great  vigour;    but  I   had  the  good 
'  fortune  to  parry  all  his  thrufts,  and 

*  attacked  him  in  my  turnj  when  I 
'  found  I  had  to  do  with  an  antagonift 
'  who  knew  how  to  defend    as  well 
'  as    to   affault  j    and  I  don't. know 

*  what  might  have  happened,  if  he  had 

*  not  made  a  falfe  ftep  in  retreating, 
'  and  fallen  backward.     I  ftopt  im- 
'  mediately,  and  bid  him  get  up  j  and 
'  he  anfwered,  "  Why  do  you  fpare 
"  me?  lam  injured  by  your  pity."— 
t{  I    will    not    wrong    my   glory  fo 
"  much,"  faid  I,  "  as  to  take   the 
"  advantage  of  your  misfortune  j  get 
"  up  once  more,  and  let  us  fight  it 
"  out." 

"  Don  Pompeio,'*  faid  he,  rifing, 
"  after  this  inftance  of  your  generofity, 
ft  honour  will  not  permit  me  to  ufe  my 
"  fword  againft  you.  What  would 
"  the  world  fay  of  me  fhould  I  kill 
"  you  ?  I  fhould  be  looked  upon  as  a 
"  coward,  who  had  taken  the  life  of  a 
"  perfon  who  had  it  in  his  power  to 
<l  deprive  me  of  mine.  I  can,  there- 
**  fore,  no  longer  fight  againft  you, 
"  and  1  feel  the  warm  tranfports  of 
"  gratitude  fucceed  thofe  furious  emo- 
**  tions  which  reigned  within  my 
"  breaft.  Don  Pompeio,"  added  he, 
"  let  our  mutual  hatred  ceafe  :  let  us 
"  even  go  farther,  and  be  friends."— 
"  Ah,  my  lord,"  cried  I,  "  I  em- 
"  brace  the  agreeable  propofal  vvithi 
*'  joy  !  I  vow  the  moft  fincere  friend- 
*'  fliip;  and,  as  the  firft  proof,  pro- 
"  mile  never  to  let  foot  within  the 
**  door  of  Donna  Hortenfia,  even  tho* 
"  fl\e  Hiould  deiire  to  fee  me." — "  It 
"  is  I,"  faid  he,  "  who  muft  yield 
"  that  lady  to  you ;  yeu  have  a  jult- 
"  er  title  to  her,  fince  her  inclination 
"  is  fixed  upon  you." — "  No,  no," 

*  cried  I,  interrupting  him  ;  *4  you  love 
"  her  j    and    the    favours   which    Hie 
"  might  beltow  upon  me,  would  give 
"  you   pain  :  I  facrifice  them,   there- 
"  fore,  to  your  repofe." — ««  Ah,  too 
"  generous    Caltilian  !"     replied    the 
'  duke,  locking  me  in  his  arms,  "  I 
"  am  charmed  with  your  fentiments  ? 
'«  What    remorie    do    they    produce 

"  withia 
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c*  within  me!  With  what  grief — with 
*'  what  fliame  do  I  reflect  on  the  out- 
"  rage  y»u  received  !  The  fatisfa&ion 
**  I   gave   you  in    the   king's  clofet, 
"  feems  now  too  flight  j  I  will  make 
"  a  better  reparation  for  the  injury; 
"  and  in  order  to  efface  the  difhonour 
*'  of  it  entirely,    I  offer  one  of  my 
"  nieces  to  you  in  marriage ;   fhe  is  a 
"  rich  heirefs,  not  yet  fifteen,  andftill 
"  more  beautiful  than  young." 
'  I  made  my  compliments  to  the 
duke  in  fuch  expreflions  of  acknow- 
ledgment, as  the  honour  of  entering 
into  his  alliance  infpired  ;  and  in  a 
very  few   days    married  his   niece. 
The  whole  court  congratulated  him 
on    his   generofity  to   a   gentleman 
whom   he  had  covered  with  igno- 
miny; and  my  friends  rejoiced  with 
me,  on  the  happy  conclufion  of  an 
adventure  which  feemed  to  promife 
a  more  melancholy  ifTue.    Since  that 
time,  gentlemen,  I  live  agreeably  at 
Lifbon,,  beloved  by  my  wife,  of  whom 
I  am  ftill  fond  ;  the  Duke  of  Almey- 
da  gives  me  every  day  frefh  proofs  of 
his  friendfhip  ;  and   I  dare  boaft  of 
being  pretty  well  with  the  King  of 
Portugal,  the  importance  of  this  my 
journey  to  Madrid,  which  I  under- 
took by  his  order,  being  a  fufHcient 
evidence  of  his  efteem.' 


CHAP.    VIII. 

BY  WHAT  ACCIDENT  GIL  BLAS 
WAS  OBLIGED  TO  SEEK  A  NEW 
PLACE. 

SUCH  was  the  ftory  that  Don  Pom- 
peio  recounted,  and  which  the  va- 
let of  Don  Alexo  and  I  overheard,  al- 
though they  had  taken  the  precaution 
of  fending  us  away  before  it  was  be- 
gun :  but  inftead  of  retiring,  we  ftop- 
ped  at  the  door,  which  we  had  left  half 
open,  and  from  thence  loft  not  a  word 
of  what  was  faid.  After  this,  the  no- 
blemen fet  in  to  drinking,  but  their  de- 
bauch did  notlaft  till  day;  becaufeDon 
Pompeio,  who  was  to  attend  the  prime 
minifter  in  the  morning,  was  very  de- 
firous  of  a  little  reft.  Accordingly, 
the  Marquis  of  Zeneta  and  my  mafter 
embracing  that  cavalier,  bid  him  a- 
dieu,  and  left  him  with  his  kinfman. 
We  went  to  bed  for  this  time,  before 


morn  j  and  Don  Matthias,  when  he 
awaked,  inverted  me  with  a  new  em- 
ployment. *  Gil  Bias,'  faid  he,  '  take 
'  paper  arid  ink,  and  write  two  or 
'  three  letters  which  I  will  diclate; 
'  henceforward  thouart  my  fecretary.* 
— «  Good!'  faid  I  to  myfelf,  «  ano- 
'  ther.addition  to  my  functions.  As  a 
'  lacquey,  I  follow  my  mafter  every 
'  where ;  as  a  valet  de  chambre,  help 
'  him  to  drefs  j  and  write  under  him 
'  as  his  fecretary  :  Heaven  be  praifed  ! 
'  I  acl,  like  Hecate,  in  a  threefold  ca- 
'  pacity.' — «  Thou  doft  not  know,* 
added  he,  *  what  I  am  about,  which  is 
'  briefly  this — but  be  fecret  j  for  thy 
'  life  mail  anfwer  it.  As  I  fometimes 
'  meet  with  people  who  boaft  of  their 
'  good  fortune  in  love-intrigues,  I  ara 
'  refolved,  in  order  to  excel  them  all, 

*  to  have  always  in  my  pocket  feigned 
'  letters   from  women,   which  I   will 
'  read  on  fuch  occafions.     This  will 
'  afford  me  fome  diverfion    and,  more 
'  happy  than  thofe  of  my  fellows,  who 
'  acquire  conquefts  only  for  the  plea- 
'  fure  of  making  them  publick,  I  will 

*  publifh  thofe  which  I  have  not  had 
'  the  trouble  to  make:  but  remember 
'  to  dilguife  thy  hand  in  fuch  a  man- 
'  ner,  as  that  the  billets  may  not  ap- 
'  pear  to  be  written  by  the  fame  per- 
«  fon.1 

Upon  this,  I  took  paper,  pen  and 
ink,  and  fet  down  to  obey  Don  Matth- 
ias, who  at  firft  dictated  a  love-letter 
in  thefe  terms. 

U  was  not  to-night  at  the 
place  of  aflignation.  Ah, 
Don  Matthias  !  what  can  you  fay  to 
juftify  yourfelf?  How  much  have  I 
been  miftaken,  and  how  well  have  I 
been  punifhed  for  having  the  vanity 
to  think,  that  you  would Tacrifice  all 
the  amufements  and  bufinefs  of  the 
gay  world  to  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
'  DONNA  CLARA  BEMENDOZA.* 


The  next  billet  he  made  me  write, 
was  in  the  name  of  a  lady  who  prefer- 
red him  to  a  prince  j  and  the  laft,  from, 
one  who  told  him,  that  if  (he  was  fure 
of  his  discretion,  flie  would  make  a 
voyage  with  him  to  the  Ifland  of  Cy- 
thera.  He  was  not  fatisfied  with  dic- 
tating thefe  fine  epiftles ;  he  obliged  me 
alfo  to  fubfcribe  them  with  the  names 
of  ladies  <?f  quality.  Upon  which,  I 
O  2  could 
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could  notbe'p  observing,  that  I  thought 

it  a  tickliih  ;,{f;ur  ;  but  he  defired   me 

to  keep  my  advice  to  mylelf,  until  he 

fhould  have  occafion  to  afk  it.     I  w..s 

therefore  obliged  to  execute  his  o-:n- 

iTiands  in  filtncf.     This  being  done, 

he  got  up,  drefled,  put  the  letters  in 

his  pocket,  and  went  out  ;  and  I  fol- 

lowed him  to  the  houfe  of  Don  Juan 

de  Moncada,  who  had  invited  five  or 

fix  gentlemen  of  his  friends  to  dinner. 

The  entertainment  \vas  fumptuous; 

ami  njirth,  the  beft  ingredient  in  ail 

banquets,  reigned  during   the  repalt. 

All   the  guefts  contributed  to  enliven 

the  conversation  ;  fome  by  raillery,  and 

others  by  recounting  exploits  of  which 

they  themfelves  were  the  heroes.     My 

mailer,  unwilling  to  lofe  fuch  a  fail- 

opportunity  of  profiting  by  the  letters 

be  had  made  me  write,  read  them  aloud, 

with  fuch  an  air  of  alTurance,  thit  (his 

fecretary  exempted)  every  body  feemed 

to  believe  them  genuine.    Among  the 

gentlemen  before  whom  he  was  guilty 

of  this  effrontery  7  there  was  one  Don 

Lope  de  Velafco,  a  very  fedare   man; 

who,  inftead  of  rejoicing,  like  the  reft, 

at   the   fuccefs  of"  the  reader,  coldly 

afked,  if  the  conqueft  of  Donna  Clara 

had  coft  him  dear.     *  Almoft  lefs  than 

'  nothing/  replied  Don  Matthias  ;  '  me 

'  made  ail  the  advances.  Having  feen 

me  in  the  park,  I  happened  to  pleafe 

her  i  upon  which  I  was  followed  by 

her  order  ;  and,  as  foon  as  me  learn- 

ed who  I  was,  (he  wrote  to  me,  ap- 

pointing an  aiTignation  at   her  houfe 

in   the   night,   wh^n   all   the   family 

fliould  be  a-  bed.     I  obeyed  the  fum- 

mons,    and    was  introduced   to  her 

apartment.     I   .trn    too    much  of  a 

n  to  tell  wh.ir  followed.'* 
At  this  laconick  detail,  the  Lord  of 
Velafco  chanp-fd  countenance  ;  and  it 
was  not  difficult  to  perceive  what  con- 
cern he  had  !•••  the  lady  in  queftion. 
«  All  :'  Id  he,  da,  t 

.  ,t'  iny  matter,   *  art- 

th'it  which 

you    boalt   of  having  received  from 
Donna    Clara    df:    i  fhan 

*vii   .•;.  .  C     cll.ifiC 

young  lady  »-<  Spnn.   A  gentleman, 
novv.i}S  y-  cither  in  birth 

or     --  : 


thing  in  hi-- 


wo  whole 


-,  to  mnke 

.    able 
to  obtain  the  mott  innocent  favours} 


'  though  he  has  reafon  to  flatter  ram- 
'  felf,  that,  if  me  was  capable  of  grant- 

*  ing  any  other  kind  of  indulgence,  it 
'  would  be  to  him   alone.'—*  Hey- 
'  day  !  who  fays  any  thing  to  the  con- 
'  trary  ?'  faid  Don  Matthias,  with  an 
air  of  raillery.      *  I   aeree  with  you, 
'  that  me  is  a  lady  of  honour  ;  and, 
'  for  my  part,  I  am  a  young   fello\y 
'  of  honour  j  confequently  you  ought 

*  to  believe,  that  n(  thin:1,  which  was» 
'  not  very  honourable  paired   between 

c  us.' — «  Ah  !   this  is  t<  o  iru  1;,'  ci'iej 
Don  Lope,  interrupting  him  j  '  jefting 

*  apart,  you  ai'e  an  impoftor.     Donna 

*  Clara  never  made  an  aflignation  with 
'  you   at  night  j  and  I  will  not  fuffer 

*  you   to  blacken   her  reputation.     I 
'  mail  fay  no  more  at  prefent.'    Hav- 
ing thus  exprefled  himfelf,  he  looked 
fternly  at  the  whole  company,  and  re- 
tired in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  make  me 
believe  that  this  affair  would  have  very 
bad  confequences.     My  mafter,  who 
was  brave  enough   for  a   lord  of  his 
character,  defpifing  the  threats  of  Don 
Lope,  *  What  a  fool  there  is  !'  cried 
he,  burfting  into  a  fit  of  laughter  ; 

your  knights-errant  pretended  only 
to  maintain  the  beauty  of  their  mif? 
tixitls  ;  but  he,   forfooth,  muft  vin- 
dicate the  chaflity  of  his.  Now,  this 
to  me  feems  Mill  more  extravagant.* 
Velafco's  retreat,  which  was  in  vain 
oppofed  by  Moncado,  did   not   at  all 
diirurb    the    banquet  j    the    cavaliers, 
without  taking  much  notice  of  it,  con- 
tinutd  their  muth,  and  did   not  part 
till  next  morni.-;g  at  five  o'clock,  when 
my   m  ifter  and  I   went  home  to  bed. 
I   was  overwhelmed  with  drovvzinefs, 
and  hoped  to  enjoy  a  good  (kip  \   hut 
I  reckoned  without  my  holt,  or  rather 
our    porter,  who    came    and 
I  me  r.n  hour  afl  \\  me 

th-'t  thei  e  was  a  y  img  man  :it  the  gate, 
i'.-.tfd  to  fpeak  with  me.    '  Ah, 
hee  fora  porter  !'  cried  I,  yawn - 
iofl  thou   conlider  that  I  have 
re",  the  young 

man  that  I  am  aflerp,  and   bid  him 

n  turn  at   another  time.' — *  He  muft 

\vith  \uu  inftantly,'  replied  hej 

for  he  r.fuircs  nu-,  that  the  affair  will 

admit  of  no  delay.'    At  tlule  words, 

,«  ;  nnd  putting  on  my  breeches 

and  douhlot   only,  went   to  the    door, 

.ill  the  way.      «  Friend,'  faid  I 

to  the  young  man  who  waited  for  me, 

4  let  me  know,   if  you  pleafe,  what 

«  prclF.ng 
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«  prefiing  affiir  procures  me  the  ho- 

*  nour  of  feeing  you   fo  early  in   the 

*  morning  ?' — c  I  have/  anfwered  he, 
«  a  letter  for  Don  Matthias,  to  be  de- 
'  livered  into  hi*  own  hand.    He  muft 

*  read  it  immediately,  for  it  is  of  the 
'  utmoft  confequence   to  him  :   I  beg 

<  you  will   therefore  (hew  me  into  his 
'  chamber."     Thinking   it  treated  of 
fome  very  important  affair,   I  took  the 
liberty  of  wskmg  my  mafter  :  '  I  aik 
«  pardon/  faid  I  to  him,  «  for  inter- 

*  rupimsj  your  repofe  j    but  the  im- 

*  portance' '  What  wouldft  thou 

<  have?'  cried  he  haftily  :  upon  which 
the  young  ;nan  who  accompanied  me, 
faid,'  <  My  Lord,  I  have  a  letter   for 
«  you,  from  Don  Lope  de  Velafco.' 
Don  Matthias  took,  opened,  and  hav- 
ing read  it,  faid  to  Don  Lope's  valet, 
'  Hark'e,  child,  I  would   not  get  up 

*  before  noon  to  make  one  in  the  bell 
'  party  of  pleafure  that  ever  was  pro- 
c  pofed  j  judge,  then,    if  I    (hall  rife 

*  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  fight. 
«  Thou   mayeft  tell  thy  mafter,  if  he 

*  will  be  in  the  fame  place  half  an  hour 

*  after  twelve,  I  will  meet  him  there.' 
So  laying,  he  funk,  down  in  his  bed, 
and  fell  afleep  again  with  great  expe- 
dition. 

Between  eleven  and  twelve  he  got 
up  ;  and,  dreffing  with  great  compo- 
fure,  went  out,  telling  me,  he  would 
difpenfe  with  my  attendance  :  but  I 
was  too  curious  to  know  the  confe- 
quence,  to  obey  him  in  this ;  and  there- 
fore walked  at  fome  diftance  behind 
him  to  St.  Jerome's  Meadow,  where 
I  perceived  Don  Lope  de  Velafco  wait- 
ing for  him  in  a  refolute  manner.  The 
better  to  obferve  them,  I  concealed  my- 
felfj  and,  from  afar,  could  fee  them 
meet,  and  begin  to  fight  a  moment 
after.  The  combat  was  long  ;  each, 
in  his  turn,  having  puftied  his  anta- 
gonift  with  great  vigour  and  addreis  j 
but  victory  declared  for  Don  Lope, 
•who  run  my  mafter  through  the  body ; 
and,  leaving  him  ftretched  upon  the 
ground,  made  off,  very  well  fatisfied 
with  the  vengeance  he  had  taken.  I 
ran  up  to  the  unfortunate  Don  Mat- 
thias, whom  I  found  without  fenfe, 
and  almoft  without  life.  ]  was  melted 
at  the  fight,  and  could  not  help  ftied- 
ding  tears,  at  a  death  of  which  I  had 
been  an  involuntary  inftrument.  Not- 
withftanding  my  grief,  however,  I  did 
not  forget  my  own  little  concerns  $ 


but  returned  home  with  all  hafte; 
where  (without  fpeaking  a  fyllable  of 
the  matter)  I  made  up  a  bundle  of 
my  cloaths  ;  among  which  I  threw,  by 
miftake,  fome  of  my  matter's  move- 
ables  ;  and  when  I  had  carried  it  to 
the  barber's  houfe,  where  I  had  left 
my  intriguing  fuit,  publifhed  through 
the  whole  city  the  fatal  accident,  of 
which  I  was  witnefs  :  I  told  it  to  every- 
body who  gave  me  the  hearing  ;  and, 
in  particular,  took  care  to  inform  Ro- 
driguez of  what  had  happened.  He 
feemed  lefs  afflicted  with  the  news, 
than  bulied  about  the  meafures  he  was 
to  take  on  this  occalion.  Having  af- 
fembled  the  fervants,  he  ordered  them 
to  follow  him  ;  and  repairing  in  a  bo- 
dy to  St.  Jerome's  Meadow,  we  took 
up  our  mafter;  who,  though  he  ftill 
breathed,  died  in  three  hours  after  he 
was  carried  to  his  own  houfe.  Thus 
perifhed  Don  Matthias  de  Silva,  for 
having  taken  it  into  his  head  to  read 
forged  love-letters  at  an  unfeafonable 
time. 


CHAP.    IX. 

OF  THE  PERSON  IN  WHOSE  SER- 
VICE HE  ENGAGED,  AFTER  THJJ 
DEATH  OF  DON  MATTHIAS  DE 
SILVA. 

A  Few  days  after  the  funeral  of 
Don  Matthias,  all  his  fervants 
being  paid  and  difmifTed,  I  fixed  my 
abode  in  the  houfe  of  the  little  barber, 
with  whom  I  began  to  live  in  ftricl 
friend/hip  j  and  there  I  promifed  my- 
felf  more  pleafure  than  with  Melen- 
dez.  As  I  did  not  want  money,  I  was 
in  no  hurry  to  enquire  about  a  new 
place  :  befides,  I  was  become  nice  on 
that  point,  and  refolved  to  ferve  none 
but  the  quality  for  the  future;  for 
which  reafon  I  intended  to  examine 
narrowly  into  whatever  poft  mould  oc- 
cur, believing  that  there  was  none  too 
good  for  me  ;  fo  muck  did  I  then  think 
the  valet  of  a  young  nobleman  pre- 
ferable to  all  others. 

In  the  mean  time,  until  fortune 
fhould  prefent  fuch  a  family  cs  I 
thought  I  deferved,  I  imagined  no- 
thing could  be  more  agreeable  than  to 
confecrate  my  leifure  to  my  handfome 
Laura,  whom  I  had  not  feen  fince  that 
night  when  we  were  both  fo  pleafantly 
vndeceivede 
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undeceived.  I  clurft  not  drefs  in  the 
fuit  of  Don  Caefar  de  Ribera,  which 
(tinlefs  I  had  aifumed  it  for  a  difguife) 
would  have  made  me  pal's  fora  down- 
right madman  ;  but  my  own  was  ftill 
very  decent,  and  being  very  well  equip- 
ped in  ftockings,  ftvoes,  and  hat,  lad- 
jufted  myfelf,  with  the  barber's  abid- 
ance, in  a  middle  way,  between  Don 
Cnefar  and  Gii  Bias,  and  in  this  con- 
dition repaired  to  Aril-ma's  houie  j 
where,  finding  Laura  alone,  in  the 
fame  parlour  where  I  had  fetn  her  be- 
fore, (he  no  {boner  perceived  me,  than 
/he  cried,  *  Ha!  are  you  there?  I 

*  thought  I  had   loft  you.     Seven  or 

*  eight  days  are  parted  fmce  I  gave  you 
'  the  pel-million   of  vi  filing  me:   I  iee 

*  you  don't  abufe  the  liberties  in  which 

*  the  ladies  indulge  you.' 

I  excufed   myftrlf  on  account  of  my 
mailer's   death,    and    the    bufineis    in 
*vhich  I  had  been  engaged  j  and  add- 
ed,    in    a  very    polite    manner,    that 
even  in  the  mid  ft  of  ail  my  cares,  the 
fair  Laura  had   Itill  kept  pofleffion  of 
my  heart.     *  Well,    then,'  faid    Hie, 
I  will  reproach  you  no  more  ;  but 
own,  that  I   have   alfo   thought  of 
you  ;  and  as   foon  as  I  heard  of  the 
misfortune  of  Don  Matthias,  form- 
ed a  project,  which  perhaps  wiJl  not 
difpleafe  you.       Some  time   ago,   I 
heard  my  miftrefs  fay,  tjiat  me  want- 
ed to  have  a  kind  of  fteward  in  the 
boxifej    a  young   man    who   mould 
understand   eeconomy,  and   keep  an 
exact  account  of  the  money  difburf- 
cd  foi  houle-keeping.  I  have  call  my 
eyes  on  your  lordfhip,and  believe  you 
would  not   be    an   improper    perfon 
for  that  employment/ — '  I  perceive,' 
anfwered  I,  'that  I  mould  acquit  my- 
felf in   it   to  a  wonder  j  for  J   have 
read  Ariitotie't>Oeconomicks  j  and  as 
to  keeping  accounts,  it  is  rny  chief 
excellence.     But,  child,'    added   I, 
there  is  one  objection  to  my  engag- 
ing in  Arfenia's  iervice.' — '  Vv  hat 
iiviy  that  be  ?'  faid  Laura. — <  I  have 
fworn,'  J  replied,  <  ntver  to  ferve  a 
;in  :  nay,  I  hare  iworn  by  S  vx  ; 
and  if  Jupiter  himfelf  durft  not  vio- 
late that  oath,  judge  if  a  valet  ought 
not  to  regard  it.' — '  Whom  dofl  ihou 
call   plebeians r  laid   the    chamber- 
maid,   with  an  air  of  difddin.     '  l\.!t 
thou  rank  actrtlTes*  with  the  wives  of 
counfellors  and   attornics  ?     Know, 

*  tViend,  ihat  the  ladies  of,  the  itage 


'  are  not  only  noble,  but  arch-nobU, 
'  by  the  alliances  they  contract  with 
'  men  of  quality.' 

4  If  that  be  the  cafe,  my  princefs,' 
faid  I,  «  I  may  accept  of  the  place  for 

*  which  you  have  deltined  me,  with- 
'  out   derogating  from  the  dignity  of 
'  my  refolution.' — «   Certainly,'    m* 
replied,  <  to  p?.fs  from  the  family  of 
'  a  beau  into  thcfervice  of  a  theatrical 

*  heroine,  is  ftill  to  maintain  the  fame 
'  fphere  of  life;  for   we  rank  in   aU 

*  relpects   with  the  quality  :  we  keep 

*  equipages  like  them  ;  ve  live  as  well ; 

*  and,  at  bottom,  ought  to  hold  the 

*  fame  efteem  in  civil  life.      Really/ 
added  me,  *  if  we  confider  a  marquis 
1  and  a  player,  through  the  courfe  of 
'  a  day,  we  lhall  find    them  upon  a 

*  pretty  equal  footing :  for,  granting 
1  that  the  marquis,  during  three  parts 
'  of  the  day,  is,  by  virtue  of  his  blood, 
'  luperior   to  the  player;    the   actor, 
'  during  the  remaining  part,  is  raifed 
'  ftill  more  above  the  marquis,  by  the 

*  cue  of  an  emperor  or  king  whom  he 
'  reprefents.      This,  in  my  opinion, 
'  inverts    us   with   iuch   nobility  and 

*  grandeur  as  at  leaft  equals  us  to  the 
'  people  at  court.' — *  O  !  truly,'  I  re- 
plied, *  you  are,  without  contradiction, 

*  on  a  level  with  the  courtiers.     What 
'  the  deuce!  players,  I  find,  are  not 
'  fuch  fcums  as  I  imagined  j   and  you 

*  fire  me  with  inclination  to  ferve  fuch. 
'  honourable  people.' — c  Well,  then,' 
faid  me,  '  come   back    again    in   two 

*  days  :   I  afk  no  more  time  to  difpofe 

*  my   mSftrels  for    thy   reception.      I 
'  will  fpeak  to  her  in  thy  behalf}  and 

*  as  I  have  fomeintereft  with  her,  ajn 
'  perfuaded  that  thou  wilt  be  admitted 
1  into  her  lervice.' 

I  thanked  Laura  for  her  friend/hip, 
and  alTuied  her,  that  I  was  penetrated 
with  gratitude,  which  I  cxprclled  with 
fuch  tranfporis,  as  left  her  no  room  to 
doubt  my  llncerity.  We  maintained 
a  pretty  long  conversion  together, 
and  it  would  have  lafted  longer,  had 
not  a  little  page  come  to  tell  my  prin- 
cefs that  Arfcnia  wanted  her;  upon 
which  we  parted.  I  quitted  the  houle 
of  this  actrefs,  in  the  fweet  hope  of 
living  in  it  at  my  eafe  in  a  very  (liort 
time  j  and  did  not  fail  to  return  at  the 
time  appointed.  «  I  was  juft  expecting 
'  thee/  faid  Laura,  «  in  order  to  af- 
'  fure  thee,  that  thou  art  now  one  of 
<  the  houftiold  ;  couie,  follow  me,  and 

•  I  wiH 
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*  I  will  prefent  thee  to  my  miftrefs.' 
So  faying,  fhe  carried  me  into  an  apart- 
ment, compofed  of  five  or  fix  rooms  of 
a  floor,  each  more  richly  furnifhed  than 
the  other, 

Heavens  !  what  luxury  and  magni- 
ficence !  I  believed  myfelf  in  the  pa- 
lace of  a  vice-queen ;  or  rather  thought 
I  faw  all  the  riches  in  the  world  amafT- 
ed  together  in  one  place  ;  for  there  was 
a  variety  of  things  produced  in  diffe- 
rent nations  j  and  one  might  term  this 
apartment  the  temple  of  fome  goddefs, 
to  whom  every  traveller  prefented  an 
offering  of  the  rarities  of  his  country. 
I  perceived  the  divinity  feated  on  a 
large  fatin  couch,  charming  to  the 
eye,  and  fleek  with  the  fteams  of  fa- 
trifice  :  fhe  was  in  a  genteel  difhabille, 
and  her  fair  hands  were  bufy  in  pre- 
paring a  new  head-drcfs,  in  which  fhe 
was  to  perform  that  night.  '  Madam,' 
faid  her  maid,  *  here  is  the  houfe-keep- 
'  er  I  mentioned.  I  can  allure  you, 
«  that  you  will  not  find  one  more  for 
'  your  purpofe.'  Arfenia  looked  at 
me  very  attentively,  and  I  had  the  good 
fortune  to  pleafe  her.  «  Aha,  Laura  !' 
cried  fhe,  c  there's  a  pretty  young  fel- 

*  low  !     I  forefee  that  I  mail  be  very 
'  well  fatisfied  with  him.'     Then  ad- 
tlrefling  herfelf  to  me,  <  Child,'  faid 
fhe,  *  I  like  your  appearance,  and  am 

*  at  a  word  :  if  you  ferve   me   well, 
'  you  fhall  have  no  caufe  to  complain.' 
I  anfwered,  that  my  whole  ftudy  and 
endeavour  mould  be  to  pleafe  her;  and 
feeing  that  we  were  agreed,  went  to 
fetch  my  cloaths,  and  was  inftalled  in 
my  new  office. 


CHAP.    X. 

WHICH  IS  AS  SHORT  AS  THE  FORE- 
GOING. 

IT  being  near  play-time,  my  mif- 
treis  bid  Laura  and  me  follow  her 
to  the  theatre.  We  went  accordingly 
to  her  tiring-room,  where  fhe  put  off 
her  ordinary  drefs,  and  took  another 
more  magnificent  for  her  appearance 
on  the  ttage.  The  curtain  being  drawn, 
Laura  conducted  and  fat  down  by  me 
in  a  place  where  we  could  both  fee  and 
hear  the  actors  perfectly  well.  I  was 
dlfgufted  at  the  greatelt  part  of  them, 
doubtlefs  becaule  Don  Pompeio  had 
prejudiced  me  againit  ihsm.  Several, 
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however,  were  very  much  applauded  > 
and,  among  thefe,  even  fome  who  put 
me  in  mind  of  the  fable  of  the  pig. 

Laura  told  me  the  names  of  all  the 
actors   and  actreffes  as  they  prefented 
themfelves;    and,  not  contented  with 
this,    the  fatirical   baggage  defcribed 
their  characters  nicely,  as  they  appear- 
ed.      «  This  here,'    faid   fhe,    «  is    a 
noodle.     That   fellow    is    a   brute; 
and  that  minx  whom  you    fee  with 
an  air  more  lewd  than  engaging,  is 
called  Rofarda  j  a  very   bad  acqui- 
fition   for  the   company :   fhe  fhould 
be  enrolled  in  the  troop  that  is  r:\ifing 
by  order  of  the  viceroy  of  new  Spain, 
to  be  tranfported  forthwith  into  A- 
merica.    Obiervethat  luminous  con- 
ftellation   advancing  j  that   fair  let- 
ting  fun,  known  by    the  name   of 
Caltilda,  if  fhe  had  exacted  a  ftone 
from  each  of  her  lovers,  as  a  princefs 
of  Egypt  is  faid  to  have  done  hereto- 
fore, fhe  could  have  raifed  a  pyra- 
mid which  would  have   touched   the 
third  heaven.'     In  fhort,  Laura  gave 
no  quarter:  her  malicious  tongue  did 
not  even  fpareherown  miftrefs. 

Neverthelefs,  I  will  confefsmy  weak-* 
nefs  j  I  was  charmed  with  my  cham> 
bermaid,  though  her  character  was  not 
morally  good.  She  fatirized  fo  agree- 
ably, that  I  was  even  in  love  with  her 
malice.  Between  the  acts  fhe  got  up, 
to  go  and  fee  if  Arfenia  wanted  her; 
but  inftea(L/of  returning  immediately 
to  her  place,  fhe  amufed  herfelf  behind 
the  icenes,  in  liftening  to  the  foft 
things  that  were  faid  by  the  men  who 
flattered  her.  I  followed  her,  for  once, 
to  obferve;  and  perceived  that  fhe  had  a 
great  many  acquaintances  j  havingreck,- 
oned  no  Jels  than  three  actors,  who,  one 
after  another,  Itopped  to  fneak  with  her, 
and  feemed  to  treat  her  with  great  fa- 
miliarity. This  was  not  at  ail  agree- 
able to  me  5  who,  feeling  for  the  firft 
time  what  it  was  to  be  jealous,  re- 
turned to  my  feat  fo  peniive  and  me- 
lancholy, that  Laura  obieived  it  as 
foon  as  ihe  came  back.  *  What  is  the 

*  matter  with    thee,  Gil   Bias?'    faid 
flie,  with   furprize.     «  What    gloomy 
'  demon  hath  taken  pofll-fiion  of  th.-e 
'  fince  I  went  away?  thou  feemeft  fad 

*  and  dejected.' — *  I   have  too   much 

*  reaibn   to  be  fo,  my  princefs,'  an- 
fwered  I ;  '  you  have  a  little  too  much 

*  vivacity  in   your  behaviour;   I  have 

*  obferved    you   with  the  actors.'— 

« A  plea- 
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A  pleafant  caufe  of  melancholy,  in- 
deed !*  faid  fhe,  laughing.     'How! 
does  that  give  thee  any  uneafinefs  ? 
truly  thou  art  a  mere  novice  :  but 
thou   wilt    fee   a  great  many  other 
llrange  things   among  us,  and  mull 
ace u Horn   thyfelf  to  our  eafy  way  of 
life.     Harbour  no   jealouiy,  child  ; 
for  that,  among  comedians,  is  looked 
upon   as    ridiculous  :     therefore    we 
have  none  of  it.     Fathers,  hufbands, 
brothers,  uncles,  and  coufins,  with 
us,  are  the  moft  complailant  peiibns 
on  earth,  and  generally  make  fet- 
tlements  for  their  own  family.' 
After  having  exhorted  me  to  take 
umbrage  at  nothing,  but  look  upon 
every  thing  with  compofure,  fne  de- 
clared, that  I  was   tlie  happy    mortal 
who  had  found  the  way  to  her  heart  ; 
and  a  flu  red  me,  that  her  love  mould 
always  reft  on  me  alone.     On  this  af- 
furance,  which,  however,  I  might  have 
diftrufted  without    the  imputation  of 
being  too  fufpicious,  I  promifed  never 
more  to  be  alarmed,  and  kept  my  word} 
for  that  very  evening  I  faw  her  in  dole 
converfation,  and  heard  her  laugh  hear- 
tily with  feveral  different  men.  When 
the  play  was  over,  we  went  home  with 
our  miitrefs,  where  Florimonda  foon 
after  arrived,  with  three  old  noblemen 
and  an  actor,  to  flipper.  Belides  Lau- 
ra and  me,  there  were,  of  fervants  in 
the  houfe,  a  cook-maid,  a  coachman, 
and  a  page,  who  all  joined  in  preparing 
fupper.     The  cook,  who  was  no  lefs 
dexterous  than  Dame  Jacinta,  was  af- 
fifted  by  the  coachman  in  drefllng  the 
victuals  ;  while  the  chamber-maid  and 
page  laid    the  cloth  ;  and  I  furnifhed 
the  beaufet  with  the    fineft  plate,  and 
feveral   cups  of  gold,  which  were  of- 
fered to  the  god  dels  of  the  temple.     I 
itored  it  likewife  with  bottles  of  the 
choicefl  wines  ;  ferving  in  my  own  per- 
fon  as  cup-bearer,  to  ihew  my  miitrefs 
that  I  could  turn    my  hand   to  every 
thing.  The  deportment  of  theactrefTes, 
during  the  repaft,  filled  me  with  admi 
ration  :    they   afiumed    airs   of   confe- 
quence,  ami  imagined  themfelves  wo- 
men of  the  firit  rank.     Far  from   ad- 
cirdiir.g  the  noblemen  with  the  title  of 
Your  Excellence,  they  did  not   even 
give  them  th?.t  of  Your  Lordfliip  :  but 
called   them   limply   by  thrir    names  j 
true,  indeed,  thole  very  noblemen  had 
fpoik-d,  and  made  them  fo  vsin,  by  luf- 
t'tring  them  to  be  fo  familiar.    A&  fur 


the  after,  he,  like  a  player,  ufed  to 
perform  the   hero,  treated  them  with- 
out ceremony,   drank  to  their  health, 
ami  maintained,  (as  one  may  fay)  the 
upper-end  of   the  table.    «   Upon  my 
foul,'  laid  I  to  myfelf,  '  when  Laura 
demonstrated  the  equality  of  the  mar- 
quis and  player  in  the  day-time,  Ihe 
might  have  added,  that  they  are  ftill 
more  fo  in  the  night,  fmce  they  fpend 
it  thus   in  drinking  together.' 
Arfcnia  and  Florimonda  being  na- 
turally wanton,  a  thoufand  hardy  ex- 
prefKons   efcaped  them,  mingled  with 
fmall  favours  and  toyings,  which  were 
exquifitely   relimed  by   thefe  old  fin- 
ners.     While  my  miitrefs  amufed  the 
one  with  a  little  innocent  ribaldry,  her 
friend,  fitting,  between  the  other  two, 
did    not  act  the  Suianna  with   them. 
While  I  was  confidering  this  picture, 
which  had  but  too  many  charms  for  a 
young  fellow  like  me,   the  defert  was 
brought  in  :  upon  which  I  fet  wine  and 
glafles  on  the  table,  and  went  to  fup- 
per with  Laura,  who  waited  for   me. 
WelljGil  Bias/  faid  flie,  c  what  is  thy 
opinion  of  thofe  noblemen  thou  haft 
feen  ?' — *  They  are,  doubtlefs,'  an- 
wered  I  *  adorers  of  Arfenia  and  Flo- 
rimonda.'— «  No,  faid  fhe,  «  they  aie 
old  letchers,  who  viiit  coquettes  with- 
out attaching  themfelves  to  them,  and 
aik  only  fmall  compliances,   paying 
generoufly  for  trifling  favours  they 
receive.  Thank  Heaven  !  Florimon- 
da and  my  miftrefs    are    at  prefent 
without  lovers  ;   I  mean,  fuch  lovers 
as  afiume  the  hufband,  arid  want  to 
engrofs  all  the  pleafures  of  the  houfe, 
becaufe  they  fupport  the  expence  of 
it.     As  for  my  own  part,  I  am  very 
glad  it  is  fo  ;    and   maintain,  that  a 
coquette  of  fenfe  ought   to  fly  thefe 
forts  of  engagements.     Why  fhould 
fhe  give  up  her  liberty  to  a  matter  ? 
It  is  better  to  acquire  an  equipage 
penny   by  penny,  than  have  one  at 
fuch  a  price.' 

When  Laura  was  in  a  fpeaking  hu- 
mour, (which  was  almoft  always  the 
cafe)  words  coft  hei  nothing.  Heaven  ! 
what  a  volubility  of  tongue  was  fhe 
miftrefs  of!  flic  told  me  a  thoufand 
adventures  which  had  happened  to  the 
actrefles  of  the  Prjnce's  company  ;  and 
I  concludc-d  from  herdifcourle,  that  I 
could  not  be  in  a  better  lituation  to  be- 
come perfectly  acquainted  with  vice. 
I  was  unhappily  ct  an  age  when  this 

does 
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iioes  not  create  much  horror  ;  and  be- 
fides,  the  chamber-maid  painted  thefe 
irregularities  fo  artfully,  that  I  beheld 
only  the  delicious  Tide  of  them.  She 
had  no  time  to  relate  the  tenth  part  of 
the  exploits  of  the  a&refles  j  for  (he  had 
ipoke  but  three  hours,  when  the  noble- 
men and  player  withdrew  with  Flori- 
rnonda,  whom  they  conducted  to  her 
own  houfe. 

After  they  were  gone,  my   miftrefs 
giving  me  money,  faid,  '  There,  Gil 
Bias,  are  ten  piftoles  to  go  to  market 
to-morrow  morning:    five  or  fix  of 
our  gentlemen  and  ladies  are  to  dine 
with  me,  fo  that  you  muft  take  care 
and   have  every  thing  in  plenty.*— 
Madam,*  anfwered  I,  '  with  this  fum 
I'll   engage   to  entertain  the  whole 
troop.'—'  Friend,'  replied  Arfenia, 
be  fo  good  as  to  correct  your  expref- 
fions  :  you  muft  not  call  them  the 
troop,  but  the  company.     We  fay,  a 
troop  of  thieves,  a  troop  of  beggars, 
and  a  troop  of  authors j  but  learn  to 
fay,  a  company  of  comedians.   The 
corps  of  aciors  in  Madrid  efpecially, 
deferve  to  be  called  a  company.'     I 
aflced  pardon    for  having  ufed  fuch  a 
difrefpe&ful   term,   and  moft  humbly 
begged   (he   would  excufe  my  igno- 
rance j  protelting,  that  for  the  future, 
whenfoever  I  mould  mention  the  gen- 
tlemen aclors  of  Madrid  in  a  collective 
capacity,  I  would  always  call  them  the 
company. 


CHAP.     XI. 

HOW  THE  PLAYERS  LIVED  TOGE- 
THER} AND  THEIR  TREATMENT 
OF  AUTHORS. 

JWent  to  market  next  morning,  in 
order  to  begin  my  office  of  but- 
•  5  and  as  it  was  a  meagre  day,  bought 
by  order  of  my  miftrefs,  fome  good  fat 
pullets,  rabbits,  partridges  and  other 
wild  fowl  j  for  as  the  gentlemen  play- 
ers were  not  altogether  fatisfied  with 
the  behaviour  of  the  church  towards 
them,  they  did  not  think  proper  to  ad- 
here fcrupuloufly  to  it's  command- 
ments. I  brought  home  more  victuals 
than  would  have  fufficed  twelve  honeft 
gentlemen,  during  three  days  in  carni- 
val time ;  fo  that  the  cook  had  work 
enough  for  the  whole  morning.  While 
Ihc  prepared  the  dinner,  Arfeaia  got 


up,  and  remained  at  her  toilet  till 
noon,  when  Signiors  Rofimiro  and 
Ricardo  (two  aftors)  arrived  :  Con- 
ftantia  and  Celinaura  (two  a&reffcs) 
came  foon  after  j  and  at  laft  Flori- 
monda  appeared,  accompanied  by  a 
man  who  had  all  the  appearance  of  a 
finifhed  coxcomb.  His  hair  was  tied 
behind  in  a  very  foppifh  manner,  his 
hat  adorned  with  a  plume  of  green 
feathers,  his  breeches  fmooth  and 
ftraight,  and  his  fhirt,  which  was  very 
fine,  was  bordered  with  a  hand  fome 
lace,  difplayed  at  the  flames  of  his 
doublet.  His  gloves  and  handker- 
chief were  contained  within  the  hilt  of 
his  fword,  and  he  wore  his  cloak  with 
a  grace  altogether  peculiar. 

Though  he  had  a  good  mien,  and 
was  very  well  made,  I  no  fooner  faw- 
him,  than  remarking  in  him  ibmething 
fmgular,  I  faid  to  myfelf,  *  This  gen- 
'  tleman  muft   certainly  be  an  origi- 
'  nal.'     I  was  not  miftaken  j    for  h* 
was    a  man  of  a  very   extraordinary 
character.     As  foon  as  he  entered  Ar- 
fenia's  apartment,    he  ran  with  open 
arms,  and  embraced  the  a&reflfes  and 
a£lors,  one  after  another,  with  gefture* 
ftill  more  extravagant  than  thofe  of  the 
beaus.     My  opinion  was  not  changed 
when  I  heard  nimi'peak  ;  for  he  made 
affected    pauies,    and  pronounced  his 
words  with  great  emphaiis,  accommo- 
dating   his  looks   and  geltures  to  the 
fubjed.    Having  afked  Laura  who  that 
gentleman  was,  *  I  don't  wonder',  faid 
me,  *  at  thy  curiofity  :  it  is  impoifible 
to  fee  and  hear  Signior  Carlos  Alon- 
fo  de  la  Ventoleria,  even  for  once, 
without  feeling  the  fame  emotion.    I 
will  defcribe  him  to  the  life.     In  the 
firft  place,  he  has  been  a  player  ;  but 
quitted  the  ftage  through  whim,  and 
now  repents  in  earned.     His  black; 
hair  which  thou  feeft,  is  dyed,  as 
well  as  his  eye-brows  and  whifkers  ; 
for  he  is  older  than  Saturn  :  but  as 
his  parents,  when  he  was  born,  neg- 
lecled  to  have  his  name  inferted  in 
the  parifh-regifter,  he  takes  the  ad- 
vantage of  their  omiflion,  and  calls 
himfelf  younger  than  he  is  by  twenty 
good  years  at  lead.  He  is,  moreover, 
the  moft  felf-conceited  man  in  Spain, 
though  he  fpent  the  firft  fixty  years  of 
his  life   in   thtf  groffeft  ignorance  ; 
but  in  order  to  become  learned,  he 
employed  a  preceptor,  who  has  taught 
him  to  fpe.ll  in  latia  aad  Greek* 
P  '  Befide*, 
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Befides,  he  has  got  an  infinite  num- 
ber of  good  ftoiies  by  heart,  which 
he  has  repeated  and  vouched  fo  oft- 
en, that  at  length  he  actually  believes 
them  to  be  true.     Thefe  he  brings 
into  converfatipn,  and  one  may  fay> 
that  his  wit  fiiines  at  the  expence  of 
his  memory.     He  lias  the  character 
of  being  a  great  aclor,  and  I  pioufly 
believe  it ;  but,  nevcrthelefs,   I  will 
own  that  he  does  not  pleafe  me.     I 
hear  him  repeat  fornetimes  in  com- 
pany, and  among  other  faults,  think 
his  pronunciation  too  much  affciled, 
and  his  voice   fo  quavering,  that  it 
gives  an  antick  and  ridiculous  air  to 
his  declamation.' 
Such  was  the  picture  that  my  fweet- 
fieart  drew  of  this  honorary  ftage-play- 
er  ;  who  was  really,  in  his  deportment, 
the  moft  haughty  mortal   I  had  ever 
feen.     He  played  the  orator  too,   and 
did  not  fail  to  produce  from  his  bud- 
get two  or  three  ftories,   which  he  ut- 
teied  with  a  fludied  air  of  folemnity. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  actrefles   and 
aftors,  who  did  not  come  thf:re  to  hold 
their  tongues,  were  not  filent  5  but  be- 
gan to  talk  of  their  abfent  comrades, 
not  in  a  very  charitable  manner  indeed  j 
but  this  muft  be  pardoned  in  players 
as  well  as  in  authors.     The  convcrfa- 
tion,  therefore,  kindling  againft  their 
neighbours,  *  You  cannot  guefs,  la- 
dies,' faid  Rofnniro,  «  a  new  piece 
of   fineffe   of   our  dear  confederate 
Cefarino.     He   this   morning    pur- 
chafed  filk  ftockings,  ribbands  and 
lace,  which    he  ordered   a  page   to 
bring  to  the  rehearfal,  as  if  fent  by 
a  certain  countefs.' — '  Such  a  piece 
of  knavery!'  faid  Signior  de  Vento- 
cria,  with  a  filly,  vain  fanper  j  '  there 
was  no  fuch  deceit  in  my  time  :  we 
never  dreamt  of  compofing  fuch  fto- 
lies  }  the  ladies  of  quality,  indeed, 
fpared  us  the  invention,  by  making 
the  purchafe  themfelves  ;  it  was  their 
fancy/ — c  Zooks !'    faid    Ricardo, 
they  have  that  fancy  ftill  5  and  was 
I  permitted  to  explain  myielf — but 
one  muft  be  filent  on   thefe  fort  of 
adventures,  efpecially  when  perfons 
of  a  certain  rank  are  concerned/ 
'  Gentlemen,'  laid  Florimonda,  in- 
errupting  him,   *  truce  with  your  in- 
trigues, if  you  pleafcj  they  are  very 
well  known  to  all  the  world,  and  let 
us  talk  of  Im;nia.     They  fay,  that 
*  Hebleman  who  has  fyont  io  much 


*  money  upon  her,    has  left  her  at 
«  hft.'—'  Yes,  truly,'  cried  Couftan- 
tia ;  *  and  I'll  tell  you  more  :  flic  has 
'  loft  a  little  citizen,  whom  fhe  cer- 
'  tainly  would  have  ruined.     I  know 
'  the  foundation  of  the  whole  affair: 

*  her  Mercury  committed  a  terrible 
'  blunder,  by  carrying  to  the  noble- 
1  man  a  letter  fhe  had  wrote  to  the  ci- 
'   tizen,  and  giving  this  laft  the  billet 

*  intended  for  the  lord.'—*  Thefe  are 

*  great  lofies,  my  dear,*  replied  Flo- 
rimonda.   *  O  1  as  for  the  nobleman,' 
faid   Conftantia;  '  there  is    no  great 
'  matter;    he   had   fpent   almoft    his 
'  whole   eftate :    but  the  citizen  had 
'  jurt  began  his  career,   and  had  never 
'  naffed  through  good  hands,  which. 

*  is  a  thoufand  pities/ 

In  this  manner  they  difcourfed  be- 
fore dinner,  and  their  converfatioa 
turned  on  the  fame  fubjecls  while 
they  were  at  table.  But  as  I  mould 
never  have  done,  if  I  undertook  to  re- 
peat all  the  expreflions  full  of  malice 
and  folly  which  I  heard,  I  hope  the 
reader  will  excufe  me  for  fuppreffing 
them,  in  order  to  defcribe  the  reception 
of  a  poor  devil  of  an  author,  who  came 
in  towards  the  end  of  the  repaft. 

Our  page  came,  and  faid  aloud  to 
his  miftrefs,  '  Madam,  a  man  in  mar- 
'  vellous  foul  linen, bedaggled  all  over, 
'  and  who,  fo  pieafe  you,  looks  very 
'  much  like  a  poet,  wants  to  fpeak 
'  with  you.' — «  Shew  him  up/  an- 
fwered  Arfenia.  '  Don't  ftir,  gen- 

*  tlemen  j  'tis  but  an  author.'     Sure 
enough,  it  was  one  whole  tragedy  had 
been  received ;  and  who  brought  a  part 
for  my  miitrefs.    He  was  called  Pedro 
de  Moyaj  and,  as  he  entered,  made 
five  or  fix  profound  bows  to  the  com- 
pany, who  neither  got  up  nor  returned 
his    compliment.     Arfenia   only  an- 
fwered  his  profufion  of  civility  by  a 
flight  inclination  of  her  head.    He  ad- 
vanced into  the  room,  trembling  and 
confuftd,  and  let  his  gloves  and  cloak 
fall;  which  having  taken  up,   he  ap- 
proached my  miftrefs,  and  prefented 
to  her  a  paper,  with  more  refpeft  than 
that  of  a  counfellor,  when  he  delivers 
a  petition  to  a  judge ;  faying,  *  Be  fo 
'  good,  "Madam,  as  to  accept  of  this 
'  parr,  which  1  take  the  liberty  to  of- 

*  fer.'     She  received  it  in  a  cold  and 
difdainful  manner,  without  even  deign- 
ing to  anfwer  his  compliment. 

Tin's,  however,  did  aoi  Uiicourage 

our 
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•ur  author;  who,  making  ufe  of  thje 
opportunity  to  diftribute  the  different 
parts  of  his  play,  gave  one  to  Rofimi- 
ro,  amf  another  to  Florimonda,  who 
did  not  treat  him  a  whit  more  courte- 
oufly  than  Arfenia  had  done.  On  the 
contrary,  the  players,  naturally  very 
obliging,as  thefe  gentlemen  commonly 
are,  infulted  him  with  the  moft  cutting 
raillery  j  which  Pedro  de  Moya  felt, 
but  durft  not  retort,  left  his  piece 
fhould  fuffer  for  his  imprudence.  He 
retired,  therefore,  without  fpeaking, 
but  fenfibly  touched,  as  I  perceived, 
with  his  reception  ;  and  I  believe  that, 
in  the  bitternefs  of  his  refentment,  he 
did  not  fail  to  curfe  within  himfeif  the 
players,  as  they  defervedj  and  they, 
when  he  was  gone,  began  to  fpeak  of 
authors  with  great  refpecl.  *  Signior 
Pedro  de  Moya,'  faid  Florimonda, 
did  not  feem  to  go  away  very  well 
fatisfied/ 

'  Pfliaw,  Madam!'  cried  Rofimiroj 
don't  difturb  yourlelf  about  that; 
authors  are  not  worth  notice  ;  if  we 
(hould  treat  them  on  equal  foot- 
ing, it  would  fpoil  them:  I  know 
thefe  forry  gentlemen ;  they  would 
foon  forget  themfelves.  Let  us, 
therefore,  ufe  them  like  (laves,  and 
we  need  not  fear  that  we  mall  tire 
their  patience;  for  though  their  dif- 
pleafure  may  detach  them  from  us 
fometimes,  the  fury  of  writing  will 
bring  them  back,  and  they  will 
think  themfelvej  very  happy,  pro- 
vided we  deign  to  a£l  their  perform- 
ances.'— «  You  are  in  the  right,'  faid 
Arfenia  ;  '  we  only  lofe  thofe  authors 
'  whofe  fortunes  we  have  made ;  for 

*  as  foon  as  we  have  procured  a  good 
'  fettlement  for  them,   idlenefs  takes 
4  pofTeflion  of  them,  and  they  work  no 

*  more.     Luckily  the  company  don't 
«  break  their  hearts,    and  the  publick 
'  is  no  lofer  by  their  floth.' 

Thefe  fine  obiervations  were  much 
applauded,  and  it  was  determined, 
that  authors,  not  with  (landing  the  ill 
treatment  they  receive,  owed  their  all 
to  the  players,  who  therefore  claimed 
the  fuperiority  over  them  ;  and,  certes, 
they  could  not  defpife  them  more. 


CHAP.    XII. 

HIL    BLAS     ACQUIRES     THK    THEA- 
TRIC AL-  TASTE  J  ABANDONS  HIM- 


SELF TO  THE  PLEASURES  OF  A 
COMICK  LIFE,  WITH  WHICH, 
HOWEVER,  HE  IS  DISGUSTED  IN 
A  LITTLE  TIME. 

'  i  *HE  company  remained  at  table 
JL  until  the  hour  arrived  of  going 
to  the  theatre,  whither  they  repaired 
in  a  body.  I  followed,  and  once  more 
faw  the  play;  which  gave  me  fuch 
plea fu re,  that  I  refolved  to  take  the 
fame  opportunity  every  day.  In  this 
I  did  not  fail,  and  infenfibly  became 
reconciled  to  the  actors  ;  fuch  is  the 
force  of  cuftom  :  I  was  particularly 
charmed  with  thofe  who  ranted  and  di- 
ftorted  themfelves  moft  upon^he  ftage, 
and  was  not  at  all  Angular  in  this  way 
of  thinking. 

The  beauty  of  the  performance 
touched  me  no  lefs  than  the  beauty  of 
repreientation  ;  I  was  quite  transported 
with  fome  of  them ;  and  among  the 
reft,  was  prodigioufly  fond  of  thofe, 
where  all  the  cardinals  or  the  twelve 
peers  of  France  appeared.  I  remember- 
that,  in  two  days,  I  got  by  heart  a 
whole  comedy,  entitled,  The  Queen  of 
Flowers.  The  Rofe,  who  was  queen, 
had  the  Violet  for  a  confidante,  and 
the  Jeflamin  for  her  umer.  I  thought 
nothing  could  be  more  ingenious  than 
thefe  works,  which  I  imagined  did  a 
great  deal  of  honour  to  the  taite  of  ouv 
nation. 

I  notonjy  adorned  my  memory  with 
the  brighteft  paflfages  from  thefe  dra- 
matick  mailer-pieces ;  I  fet  about 
bringing  my  tafte  to  perfection,  which 
to  accompljfli,  I  liftened  with  a  greedy 
attention,  to  all  that  the  players  faid. 
If  they  praifed  any  performance,  I 
efteefned  it;  and  whatsoever  met  with 
their  diiapprobation,  was  immediately 
defpifed  by  me:  I  thought  they  were 
as  &iiful  in  plays,  as  jewellers  nre  in, 
diamonds.  Neverthelefs,  Pedro  de 
Moya's  tragedy  had  great  fu  :*fs,  al- 
tho'  they  had  progrofticated  it'  :::n - 
nation.  But  even  this  could  not  make 
me  fufpecl  their  judgment;  and  I  chofe 
rather  to  believ.  that  the  publick  want- 
ed common  feu:".*,  than  to  doubt  of 
the  company's  infallibility.  I  was. 
affured,  however,  from  all  quarters^ 
that  thofe  new  pieces,  of  which  the 
players  had  no  good  opinion,  were, 
ufually,  very  much  applauded';  and 
that,  on  the  contra^)',  thofe  which 
they  received  with  approbation,  were 
P  a  com* 
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commonly  hiffed  by  the  audience.  I 
vv.--.5  told,  that  it  was  a  maxim  with 
them  to  judge  erroneously  of  the  works 
that  were  prefented  to  them,  and 
was  informed  of  a  thoufand  inftances 
\vhere  the  fuccefs  belyed  their  deter- 
mination ;  but  all  thefe  proofs  were 
fcarce  fufficient  to  difabufe  my  under- 
Handing. 

I  mail  never  forget  what  happened 
one  day,  in  the  fit  ft  reprefentation  of  a 
new  comedy,  which  the  players  had 
pronounced  cold  and  tedious,  and  ac- 
tually thought  unpayable.  In  thefe 
fentiments  they  performed  thefirft  act, 
which  met  with  great  applaufe,  and 
quite  aftonifhed  them.  The  fecond 
a£l  was  played,  and  ftill  better  receiv- 
ed than  the  firft ;  upon  which  the  ac- 
tors were  confounded.  *  How  the  de- 

*  vil  !'  faid  Rofimiro,  '  is  it  pofliblc 
4  that  this  comedy  mould  take?'     At 
laft,  they  acted  the  third,  which  gave 
more  pleafurethan  the  two  former.  *  I 

*  can't    comprehend  the  meaning  of 

*  this!'  faid  Ricardo.    '  We  imagined 

*  that  this  piece  would  not  pleafe,  yet 

*  every  body  is  charmed  with  it  !*•  • 

4  Gentlemen,'  faid  one  of  them  very 
plainly,   «  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  there 

*  are  a  thoufand  ftrokes  of  wit  in  the 
'  performance  which  we  have  not  ob- 

*  ferved.1 

I  no  longer,  therefore,  looked  upon 
the  players  as  excellent  judges,  but 
became  a  juft  appraifer  of  their  merit : 
and,  incjeed,  they  juftified  to  a  tittle 
all  the  ridicule  they  met  with  from  the 
•world ;  for  fome  of  the  actors  and  ac- 
trt/Tcs  were  giddy  with  applaufe,  and 
confidering  thcmfelves  as  objects  of 
admiration,  thought  they  beftowed  a 
favour  on  the  publick  when  they  deign- 
ed to  play.  I  was  mocked  at  their 
faults,  but  unhappily  too  well  pleafed 
•with  their  way  of  life;  fo  that  I 
plunged  into  debauchery.  How  could 
it  be  otherwife  ?  Their  converfation 
was  pernicious  to  youth,  and  all  I  faw 
contributed  to  corrupt  my  morals. 
Had  I  been  ignorant  of  what  paffcd  at 
the  houfesof  Cafilda,  Conftantfa,  and 
the  other  players,  that  of  Arfenia  alone 
was  but  too  capable  of  undoing  me: 
for,  bcfides  the  old  nobleman  I  men- 
tioned, there  came  thither  beaus  j 
young  heips  whom  « filters  enabled  to 
fpend  money;  and  fometimes  alfo  far- 
mers of  the  revenue  were  admitted, 
•ivlio,  far  from  being  gratified  for  their 
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prefence,  as  they  are  in  their  qwn  af- 
femblies,  were  obliged  to  pay  through 
thenofe  for  their  reception. 

Florimonda,  who  Jived  hard  by, 
dined  and  flipped  every  day  with  my 
miftrefs  ;  and  people  were  furprized  at 
the  friendfhip  that  feemed  to  unite 
them.  It  afforded  matter  of  aftonilli- 
ment  to  fee  coquettes  live  together  in 
fuch  good  intelligence;  and  every  body 
imagined  that  foon  or  late  they  woulc} 
quarrel  about  fome  gallant.  But  the 
world  was  very  much  miftaken  in  thefe 
perfect  friends,  who  were  joined  by 
the  moft  folid  affection.  Inftead  of 
being  jealous  of  one  another,  like 
other  women,  they  lived  in  common; 
and  chofe  rather  to  (hate  the  fpoils, 
than  foolifhly  difpute  about  the  incli- 
nations of  the  men. 

Laura,  by  the  example  of  thefe  il- 
luftrious  aflbciates,  made  the  beft  of 
her  youth  too;  and  it  was  not  without 
reafon  (he  had  told  me,  that  I  fhould 
fee  ftrange  things  :  however,  I  affecte4 
to  be  quite  eafy ;  becaufe  I  had  pro- 
mifed  to  adopt  the  unconcern  of  a 
player  on  fuch  occafions  ;  and  thus  I 
diflembled  for  fome  days,  contenting 
myfelf  with  a/king  the  names  of  the 
men  with  whom  I  found  her  particu- 
larly engaged.  She  always  anfwered, 
that  it  was  an  uncle  or  coufin.  Hea- 
vens! what  a  crowd  of  relations  fhe 
had  !  Sure  her  family  was  more  nume- 
rous than  that  of  King  Priam ;  and 
the  jade  did  not  even  confine  herfeif  to 
uncles  and  coufins,  but  alfo  went  a- 
broad  frequently  in  order  to  allure 
(hangers,  by  acting  the  widow  of  qua- 
lity, af  the  houfe  of  the  old  woman 
whom  I  mentioned  before.  In  fhorr, 
Laura  (to  give  the  reader  a  juft  and 
precife  idea  of  her)  was  as  young,  as 
hand  fome,  and  as  much  a  coquette,  as 
her  mi  lire  is,  who  had  no  other  advan- 
tage over  her,  than  that  of  diverting 
the  town  in  publick.  I  was  borne 
down  by  the  torrent  for  three  weeks, 
during  which  I  gave  myfelf  up  to  all 
manner  of  debauchery :  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  I  muft  obferve,  in  the  midft 
of  my  pleafures,  I  was  frequently 
feized  with  fentimentg^of  remorfe,  that 
proceeded  from  my  education,  and 
embittered  all  my  enjoyments.  Vice 
could  not  get  the  better  of  thele  warn- 
ings, which  augmented  in  proportion 
as  I  became  more  debauched  ;  and, 
by  the  effect  of  a  happy  difpofition,  I 
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began  to  abhor  the  diforders  of  a  the- 
atrical life.  «  Ah,  wretch!'  faid  I  to 
rnyfelf  $  «  is  it  thus  thou  fulfilled  the 
f  expectation  of  thy  family  !  Was  it 
«  not  enough  to  cheat  it,  by  chufing 
*  another  employment  than  that  of  a 
«  tutor  ?  Does  thy  Jervile  condition 
'  hinder  thee  from  living  like  an  ho- 
f  pcft  man  ?  or  does  it  become  thee  to 


live  among  fuch  finners?  fome  of 
whom  are  poflefled  by  envy,  rage, 
and  avarice;  whilft  others  have  ba- 
mmed all  fenfe  of  toaine.  Thefe  are 
abandoned  to  intemperance  and  (loth; 
and  thofe  indulge  their  pride  even  to 
an  excels  of  infolence.  I  am  re- 
folved;  and  will  no  longer  dwell 
with  the  (even  deadly  fins/ 
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CHAP.     L 

OIL  BLAS,  BEING  DISGUSTED  AT 
THE  IRREGULARITIES  OF  THE 
ACTRESSES,  QUITS  THE  SERVICE 
OF  ARSENIA,  AND  GETS  INTO  A 
MORE  CREDITABLE  FAMILY. 

Remnant  of  honour  and 
religion,  which  I  did  not 
fail  to  preferve  amidft 
fuch  corruption  of  mo- 
rals, made  me  refolve, 
notfonly'to  leave  Arfenia,  but  alfo  to 
break  off  all  correfpondence  with  Lau- 
ra ;  whom,  however,  I  could  not  help 
loving,  though  I  was^fenfible  of  her 
flagrant  infidelity.  Happy  is  he  who 
can  thus  profit  by  thofe  moments  of 
reflection  that  interrupt  the  pleafures 
which  engrofs  his  attention  !  Early  one 
morning,  I  bundled  up  my  cloaths  ; 
and,  without  clearing  with  Arfenia, 
who  was,  indeed,  little  or  nothing  in 
my  debt,  or  taking  leave  of  my  dear 
Laura,  I  quitted  the  houfe,  where  I 
had  breathed  nothing  but  the  air  of 
debauchery  5  and  I  had  no  fooner  per- 
formed fuck  a. good  a&jw,  than  Hea- 


ven rewarded  me  for  it,  by  throwing 
me  in  the  way  of  the  ftevvard  of  Don 
Matthias,  my  late  mafter.  Having  fa- 
luted  him,  he  knew  me,  and  (topped  to 
enquire  if  I  was  in  any  fenrice ;  to 
which  I  anfwered,  that  I  had  been 
about  a  minute  or  two  out  of  places 
for  that,  after  having  lived  about  a 
month  wirh  Arfenia,  whofe  behaviour 
I  did  not  like,  I  had  left  her  of  my  own 
accord,  in  order  to  preferve  my  inno- 
cence. The  fteward,  as  if  he  had  been 
fcrupuloufly  religious,  approved  of  my 
delicacy  j  and  told  me,  that  fince  I 
was  a  young  man  of  fuch  honour,  he 
would  make  it  his  bufmefs  to  fettle  me 
in  an  advantageous  place.  He  per- 
formed his  promife,  and  that  very  day 
introduced  me  into  the  fervice  of  DOR 
Vincent  de  Guzman,  whofe  manager 
was  one  of  his  acquaintance. 

I  couM  not  have  got  into  a  better 
family,  and  therefore  had  no  caufe  to 
be  difpleafed  with  my  fituation  in  the 
fequel.  Don  Vincent  was  a  very  rick 
old  nobleman,  .who  had  lived  many 
years  without  law-fuit  or  w.ifej  the 
phyficians  having  deprived  him  of  his 
fpoufe,  by  endeavouring  to  free  her  of 
a  cough,  which  ihe.  might  have  pre- 
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ferved  much  longer,  had  (he  abfhinecl 
from  their  prefcriptions.     Inftead  of" 
marrying  again,  he  had  applied  him- 
felf  wholly  to  the  education  of  Au- 
rora, his  only  daughter,  who  was  then 
going  in  her  fix   and    twentieth  year, 
and  juftly  paffed  for  an  accomplished 
young  lady;  for,  with  an  uncommon 
ihare  of  beauty,  me  had  an  excellent 
genius,  perfectly  well  cultivated.  Her 
father,  though   he  was  no   conjuror, 
poflefleci  the  happieft  talent  of  manag- 
ing his  affairs  to  the  beft  advantage  j 
but   had  one  fault,    which,  however, 
is  pardonable  in  old  men  :  he  delight- 
ed in  talking,  and  above  all  things, 
of  war  and  bloodshed.     If  any  body 
was  fo  unfortunate  as  to  touch  on  that 
ftring  in  his  prefence,  he  inftamly  let 
the  trumpet  to  his    mouth;    and  the 
hearers  were  vevy  happy,   if  they  got 
off  for  the  relation  of  two  fieges  and 
three  battles.     As  he  had  fpent  two- 
thirds  of  his  life  in  the  army,  his  me- 
mory was   an  inexhauitible  fource  of 
different  actions,  which  were  not   al- 
ways liftened  to  with  the  fame  pleafure 
that  he  felt  in  recounting  them.     Be- 
£des,  he  Hammered  in  his  fpeech,  and 
\vas   very   prolix,  which  rendered  his 
manner  of  relating  very  disagreeable; 
otherwife,  I  never  knew  a  nobleman  of 
a  better  character.  He  had  a  great  deal 
of  equanimity,  and  was  neither  paf- 
fionate  nor  whimfical  j  a  circumftance 
which  I  admired  very  much  in  a  man 
of  quality.     Though  he  was  a  good 
ceconomiit,    he   kept    an    honourable 
houfe  ;    his   domeiticks    confiiting   of 
ieveral   footmen,     and    three    women 
who  waited  on  Aurora.     I  foon  per- 
ceived that  the  fteward  of  Don  Mat- 
thias had  procured  a  good  port  forme, 
and  bent  all  my  endeavours  to  main- 
tain myfelf  in  it :  for  this  purpofe,  I 
began  by  reconnoitering  the  ground  ; 
that  is,  Itudying  the  different  humours 
of  every   body    in   the  family;  then, 
regulating  my  conduct  by  the  obfer- 
fations  I  made,  it  was  not  long  before 
I  acquired  the  good  will  of  my  malter 
and  ail  his  fervants. 

When  I  had  been  about  a  month  in 
Don  Vincent's  family,  I  thought  I 
perceived  that  his  daughter  diftinguim,- 
ed  me  from  all  the  relt  of  the  valets  in 
the  houfe.  When  her  eyes  wrrc  fixed 
upon  me,  I  always  remarked  a  ibrt  of 
complacence  in  her  countenance,  which 
1  could  not  cb/erve  when  fhe  looked  at 


my  fellows.     Had  I  not  lived  among* 
beaus  and  players,  it  would  never  have 
come   into  my  head  to  imagine   that 
Aurora  could  think  of  me  ;    but    I 
was   a  good  deal  fpoiled  among  thefe 
gentlemen,  who  are  feldom  extremely 
delicate  in  their  fentiments  of  the  molt 
virtuous  ladies.     *  If,'  faid  I  to  my- 
felf,  *  we  may  believe  thofe  ftage-play- 
eis,  they  are  fometimes  benefited  by 
the  whims  to  which  women  of  qua- 
lity are  fubject :  and  how  do  I  know 
that  my  miftrels  is  free  from  fucli 
caprices?     No,'  added  I,  «  I  cannot 
believe  it.     She  is  not  one  of  thofe 
Meflalinas,  who,  belying  the  pride 
of  their   birth,  humble  their  affec- 
tions   fo    unworthily,    even  to   the 
dull,  and  dishonour  themfelves  with- 
out blufliing ;    but   rather,    one   of 
thofe  virtuous,  though  tender,  young 
ladies,  who,  fatisfied  with  the  bounds 
prefcribed  by  honour  to  their  incli- 
nations, make  no  fcruple  of  infpir- 
ing,  as  well  as  of  entertaining,  a 
delicate  paifion,  which  yields  amufe- 
ment  without  danger.* 
Thefe  were  my  fentiments  of  my 
miftrefs,  though  I  did  not  know  pre- 
cifely  how  to  interpret  her  behaviour. 
In  the  mean  time,  as  often  as  fhe  faw 
me,    me  did   not  fail    to   fmilc    and 
exprefs  her  joy  in  her  countenance  j 
fo   that,  without  parting  for  a  fool, 
any  man  might  have  been  infnared  by 
fuch  fair  appearances  :  I  therefore  could 
relift  them  no  longer;  but  concluded 
that  Aurora  was  ftrongly  captivated 
with  my  merit,  and  looked  upon  my- 
felf as  one  of  thofe  happy  domefticks, 
whofe  fervitude  is  fweetened   by  love* 
That  I  might  appear  in  fome  mealure 
lei's  unworthy  of  the  favour  which  my 
good  fortune  had  procured  for  me,  I 
began  to  take  more  care  of  my  perfon 
than    I  had  ever  done  before  :  I  ipent 
all  the  money  I  had  in  Hnen,  effences, 
and  pomatums :   the  firit  thing  I  did  of 
a  morning,    was  to  drefs  and  pet  fume 
myfelf,  that  I    might  not    appear   in 
diihabillc    before   my   miftrefs  ;     and 
with    this    attention  to  my  exteriors, 
and  other  airs  I  affumed,  in  order  to 
pleafe,  I  flattered  myfelf  that  my  hap- 
pinefs  was  not  far  off. 

Among  Aurora's  women,  there  was 
one  called  Ortiz,  an  old  gentlewoman 
who  had  lived  more  than  twenty  year* 
in  the  family,  and  nurfed  Don  Vin- 
cent's daughter,  whom  /he  ftill  ferv*J 
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in  quality  of  a  duenna,  though  fiie  no 
longer  performed  the  difagreeable  part 
of  that  function  ;  hut,  on  the  contra- 
ry, inftead  of  difcovering,  as  formerly, 
the  actions  of  Aurora,  her  fole  bufi- 
nefs  now  was  to  conceal  them.  One 
evening,  Dame  Ortiz,  having  found 
an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  to  me  with- 
out being  overheard,  told  me  foftly, 
that  if  I  was  wife  and  difcreet,  I 
would  be  in  the  garden  at  midnight, 
where  I  mould  be  informed  of  things 
which  I  fliould  not  be  forry  to  hear  j 
I  anfwered,  fqueezing  the  duenna's 
hand,  that  I  would  not  fail  to  be  there  j 
and  we  parted  immediately,  for  fear 
of  being  furprized.  Heavens  !  how  did 
the  time  hang  on  my  hands  from  that 
inftant  to  fupper  (which  in  our  family 
was  always  over  in  good  time)  and 
from  thence  to  my  matter's  going  to 
bed  !  Every  thing  feemed  to  drag  on 
with  extraordinary  flownefs  ;  and,  to 
crown  my  chagrin,  when  Don  Vin- 
cent retired  to  his  bed-chamber,  in- 
ftead of  going  to  reft,  he  began  to 
fight  over  again  all  his  campaigns  in 
Portugal,  with  which  he  had  fo  often 
ftunned  me  before.  But  one  thing, 
which  he  had  never  done  hitherto,  and 
rererved  for  this  evening,  was  to  tell 
me  the  names  of  all  the  officers  who 
had  diftinguiftied  themfelves  in  his  time, 
and  even  to  recount  their  exploits. 
What  did  I  fuffer  in  hearing  him  to  an 
end  !  He  left  off  fpeaking,  however, 
at  laft,  and  got  into  bed.  Upon  which 
I  went  into  the  little  clofet  where  I 
llept,  from  whence  there  was  a  paffage, 
by  a  pair  of  back  ftairs,  into  the  gar- 
den, and  anointed  my  whole  body  with 
eflTence ;  I  then  put  on  a  clean  fliirt, 
ftrongly  perfumed  j  and  having  neg- 
lected nothing  which  I  thought  might 
flatter  the  paflion  of  my  miftrefs,  went 
direaiy  to  the  place  of  afiignation. 

Not  finding  Ortiz  there,  I  concluded 
that,  tired  with  waiting  for  me,  (he 
had  returned  to  her  apartment,  and 
that  the  happy  minute  was  paft.  I 
blamed  Don  Vincent  for  it;  and,  as  I 
was  curfmg  his  campaigns,  heard  it 
ftrike  ten.  This  made  me  believe  that 
the  clock  went  wrong,  for  I  was  per- 
fuaded  that  it  was  at  ieaft  an  hour  paft 
midnight ,  but  I  was  fo  happily  mif- 
taken,  that,  a  good  quarter  of  an  hour 
after  this,  I  heard  another  clock  ftrike 
ten  again.  <  Very  well,'  faid  I  to  my- 
*elf  j  «  J  have  but  two  whole  hours  co 


'  dance  attendance,  and  they  (hall  have 
'  no  caufe  to  complain  of  my  punctu- 
'  ality.  What  muft  we  do  till  twelve? 
'  Let  us  take  a  turn  in  the  garden, 

*  and  confider  the  part  I  am  to  play, 
'  which  is  a  pretty  new  one  to  me, 
'  who  am  but  a  novice  in  the  whims 
'  of  women  of  quality.     I  know  well 
'  enough  how  to  behave  with  Abigails 
'  and  actreffes  ;  thefe  you  accoft  with 
'  a  familiar  air,  and  come  to  the  point 
'  without  ceremony  j  but  we  muft  go 
'  another  way  to  work  with  ladies  of 
'  fafhion.     The  gallant,  I   imagine, 
'  muft  be  polite,  complaifant,  tender, 
'  and  refpectful,  though  not  timorous: 

*  inftead    of  endeavouring  to    haften 
'  his  own  happinefs,  by  the  violence 
'  of  his  tranfports,  he  ought  to  lie  in 
'  ,wait  for  the  moment  of  frailty/ 

Thefe  were  my  reflections,  and  this 
the  conduct  I  propofed  to  obferve  with 
Aurora;  reprefenting  to  myfeif,  that 
in  a  little  time  I  mould  have  the  plea- 
fure  of  feeing  myfelf  at  her  feet,  and 
of  faying  a  thoufand  paflionate  things 
to  that  amiable  object.  I  even  recol- 
lected all  the  paflages  of  our  theatrical 
pieces  which  might  be  of  firvice  to 
me,  and  do  me  honour  during  our  in- 
terview; and  by  afeafonable  applica- 
tion of  thefe,  I  hoped  (after  the  ex- 
ample of  fome  players  whom  I  knew} 
to  pafs  for  a  wit,  though  I  could  only 
boaft  of  a  memory.  Abforbedin  thefe 
reflections,  which  amufed  my  impa- 
tience more  agreeably  than  the  mili- 
tary ftories  of  my  mafter,  I  heard  the 
clock  ftrike  eleven  ;  upon  which  I 
plunged  again  into  my  reverie,  fome- 
times  walking,  and  fometimes  fitting 
in  an  arbour  at  the  farther  end  of  the 
garden.  The  long-expected  hour  of 
twelve  at  laft  ftruck  j  and  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes Ortiz,  as  punctual,  though  lefs 
impatient  than  I,  appeared.  *  Signior 
4  Gil  Bias,'  faid  me,  accolting  me, 
'  how  long  have  you  been  here  ?'  Ire- 
plied,  'Two  hours.'  —  *  In  goodfooth,* 
faid  (he,  laughing,  «  you  are  very  ex- 

*  act  :  it  is  a  pleafure  to  make  an  af- 

*  fignation  with  you.     True,    indeed,* 
continued    me,    with    a    ferious   air, 
'  you  cannot  pay  too  dear  for  the  hap- 
'  py  tidings  I  have  to   tell  yon.     Mr 
'  miftrefs  wants  to  have  feme  private 
'  converfation   with  you.     1  will  lay 
'  no  more.     The  reft  is  a  fecret  you 
'  muH  learn   from   her  own  mouth. 
«  Follow  me,  and  I  will  conduct  y 

» 
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*  into  her  apartment.'  So  faying,  the 
duenna  took  rne  by  the  hand,  and  led 
me,  in  a  mysterious  manner,  through 
a  little  door  of  which  fhe  had  the  key, 
into  the  chamber  of  her  miftrefs. 


CHAP.     II. 

THE  RECEPTION  THAT  GIL  BLAS 
MET  WITH  FROM  AURORA,  AND 
THE  CONVERSATION  THAT  PAS- 
SED BETWEEN  THEM. 

I  Saluted    Aurora,  whom  I   found 
in  difliabille,    in  the  moft  iefpe6l- 
ful    manner,  and  with   the  belt  grace 
I  could  put  onj  and  fhe  received  me 
with  a  fmiling  air,  forced  me   to  fit 
down  by  her,  and  bade  her  ambafladrefs 
retire  into  another  room.     After  this 
prelude,    with    which    I    was    not   ill 
pleafed,  flie  addrefled  herfelf  to  me  in 
thefe  words.      «  Gil  Bias,  you  muft 
have  perceived  that  I  look  upon  you 
in    a  favourable  light,   and  diftin- 
guifh  you  from  the  reft  of  my  fa- 
ther's fervants  ;  and  even  though  you 
may  not  have  obferved,  by  my  looks, 
that  I  have  a  regard  for  you,  theftep 
I  have  taken  this  night  wil  leave  you 
no  room  to  doubt  it.' 
I  gave  her  no  time  to  proceed,  but 
believing  that  I  ought,  as  a  polite  gen- 
tleman,  to  fpare  her  modefty  the  pain 
of  a  more  formal  explanation,  I  ftarted 
up  in  a  tranfport,  and  throwing   my- 
felf  at  her  feet,  like  a  ftage  hero,  who 
falls  on  his  knees  before  his  princefs, 
cried  in  a  theatrical  tone,  '  Ah,  Ma- 
dam !    can   it    be  pofiible  that   Gil 
Bias,  hitherto  the  foot-ball  of  for- 
tune, and  out-caft  of  nature,  is  fo 
hippy  as  to  have  infpired  you    with 
fenriments — '   '  Don't  ipeakfo  loud,' 
*aid  my  miftrefs,  laughing,  '  you  will 
awaken  my  women  who  are  afleep  in 
the  next  room.     Get  up,   take  your 
I'eat  again,  and  hear  me  to  an  end, 
without  interrupting  me.     Yes,  Gil 
Bias,'   continued  flic,  refuming  her 
jravity,  *  lam  yourwcll-wifhcr  ;  and 
as  a  proof  of  my  efteem,  will  impart 
to  you  a  fecret,  on  which  the  repofe 
of  my  life  depends  ;   I  am    in   love 
with  a  young  gentleman  of  beauty, 
fortune,   and    iljuftrious    birth  ;  his 
name  is  Don  Lewis  Pacheco  }  and  al- 
though I  have  iocn  him  feveral  times 
in  thcPrado,  and  at  publick  mews,  1 


have  never  fpoke  to  him,  am  even 
ignorant  of  his  character,  and  don't 
know  but  he  may  be  a  perfon  of  bad 
morals.  This  is  what  I  want  to  be 
informed  of;  and  having  occafion  for 
a  man  to  enquire  carefully  about  his 
reputation,  and  bring  me  a  faithful 
account  of  it,  I  make  choice  of  you, 
and  believe  I  run  no  rifque  by  in- 
trufting  you  with  this  commiffion, 
in  which,  I  hope,  you  will  acquit 
yourfelf  with  fo  much  difcretion  and 
addrefs,  thaf  I  fftall  never  repent  of 
having  made  you  rny  confident.' 
Here  my  miftrefs  left  off  fpeaking, 
in  order  to  know  what  anfwer  I  would 
make  ;  and  I,  though  at  firft  difcon- 
certed  at  being  fo  difagreeably  unde- 
ceived, quickly  recollected  myfelf,  and 
furmounting  the  fhame  which  is  al- 
ways the  concomitant  of  unfuccefsful 
raflmefs,  exprefted  fo  much  zeal  for  the 
lady's  interefts,  and  devoted  myfelf 
with  fo  much  ardour  to  her  fervice, 
that,  though  me  might  ftill  continue 
to  think  that  I  had  fool ifhly  flattered 
myfelf  with  having  made  an  impredion 
on  her  heart,  fhe  faw  very  well  that  I 
knew  how  to  make  amends  for  my  fol- 
ly. I  afked  but  two  days  to  bring  her 
an  account  of  Don  Lewis;  after  which, 
Dame  Ortiz  being  called  in  by  her 
miftrefs,  conduced  me  back  into  the 
garden,  and  left  me  there,  after  having 
faid,  *  Good  night,  Gil  Bias;  I  know 
*  your  punctuality  fo  well,  that  I  need 
'  not  recommend  it  to  you  to  be  early 
«  at  the  nextaflignation.' 

I  returned  to  my  chamber,  not  with- 
out fome  vexation  to  find  my  expecta- 
tions baulked  :  neverthelefs,  I  was  wife 
enough  to  refleft,  that  it  became  me 
better  to  be  the  confident  than  the  lo- 
ver of  my  miftrefs.  I  coniidered,  too, 
that  this  might  turn  out  to  my  advan- 
tage, as  the  meflengers  of  love  are 
ufually  well  paid  for  their  trouble  j 
and  I  went  to  bed,  in  a  full  refolution 
to  perform  what  Aurora  defired.  With 
this  view,  I  went  abroad  next  clay,  and 
found  no  difficulty  in  learning  the 
place  of  abode  of  fuch  a  noted  cavalier 
as  Don  Lewis.  I  enquired  into  his 
character  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  but 
thofe  to  whom  I  applied  could  not 
fully  fatisfy  my  curiolity.  This  made 
me  repeat  my  enquiries  the  following 
day,  when  I  was  more  fuccefsful. 
Meeting  by  accident,  in  the  Itrect,  a 
young  man  of  rny  acquaintance,  we 

(topt 
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ftopt  to  chat  a  little  j  and,  that  very  in- 
ftant,  a  friend  of  his  happening  to  pafs, 
made  up  to  us,  and  told  his  comrade, 
that  he  had  been  juft  turned  away  by 
Don  Pacheco,  the  father  of  Don  Lewis, 
on  fufpicion  of  having  drank  a  cafk  of 
wine  belonging  to  his  mafter.  I  did 
not  lofe  fuch  a  fair  opportunity  of  be- 
ing informed  of  every  thing  I  wanted 
ta  know,  and  fucceeded  fo  well  by  the 
queftions  I  aflced,  that  I  went  home 
very  well  fatisfied  that  I  was  able  to 
keep  my  word  with  my  miftrefs.  I 
was  to  fee  her  again  the  next  night,  at 
the  fame  hour,  and  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  at  firft  :  but  I  did  not  fuffer  fo 
much  difquiet  that  night ;  and,  far  from 
bearing  the  converfation  of  my  old 
mafter  with  impatience,  I  introduced 
the  fubjeft  of  his  campaigns,  waited  for 
twelve  with  the  utmoft  tranquillity,  and 
it  was  not  until  I  had  heard  the  hour 
repeated  by  feveral  clocks,  that  I  went 
down  into  the  garden,  void  of  eflence 
andperfum  s,  refolved,  for  the  future, 
to  retrench  that  extravagance. 

I  found  the  moft  trufty  duenna  at 
the  rendezvous,  and  me  upbraided  me 
|0  a  fatirical  manner,  for  having  abated 
in  my  diligence.     I  made  no  anfwer, 
feut  let  her  conduct  me  into  the  apart- 
ment of  Aurora  ;  who,  as  foon  as  I  ap- 
peared, aflced  if  I  had  got  good  intel- 
ligence of  Don  Lewis.      '  Yes,  Ma- 
dam,* faid  I ;  «  and  you  mall  hear  it 
in  two  words.     In  the  firft  place,  I 
muft  tell  you,  that  he  will  fet  out 
very  foon  on  his  return  to  Salaman- 
ca, in  older  to  finim  his  ftudies.  He 
k  a  young  cavalier  of  honour  and 
probity  j  and,  being  a  gentleman  and 
Caftilian,  his  courage  is  not  to  be 
doubted  j  he  has,    befides,   a  great 
deal  of  wit,    and  his  behaviour  is 
very  agreeable  ^  but  that  which  per- 
haps you  will  leaft  like  in  him,  is  a 
difpofition  too  much  a-kin  to  that 
of  moft  of  our  young  noblemen,  ex- 
tremely  rakifh.      You  muft   know 
that,  young  as  he  is,  he  has  already 
had  two  aclrefles  in  keeping.' — «  Is 
it  poflible !'  cried  Aurora  j « Heavens  ! 
what  morals  !  But  are  you  certain, 
Gil  Bias,  that  he  leads  fuch  a  licen- 
tious life  ?'— .<  Oh  !    I  don't  at  all 
doubt  it,  Madam,'  I  replied  :  « I  was 
informed  by  a  valet,  who  was  turned 
out  of  his  fervice  this  morning  i  and 


'  fervants  are  commonly  very  fincere, 
f  when  they  talk  of  their  mafter' s 
'  faults.  Befides,  he  keeps  company 
'  with  Don  Alexo  Segiar,  Don  Anto- 
'  nio  Centelles,  and  Don  Fernando  de 
'  Gamboa  ;  and  that,  alone,  is  a  fuffi- 
'  cient  demonftration  of  his  liberti- 
*  nifm.'-—' Enough,  Gil  Bias,1  faid  my 
miftrefs,  fighingj '  on  the  credit  of  your 
'  report,  I  will  combat  my  unworthy 
'  paflion,  which,  though  it  has  already 
'  taken  deep  root  in  my  heart,  I  don't 
'  defpair  to  overcome.  Go,'  added 
me,  giving  me  a  little  purfe  well  re- 
plenifhed,  «  there's  fomething  foryour 
'  trouble :  beware  of  difclofmg  my  fe- 
'  cret,  and  remember  that  I  depend 
'  upon  your  filence.* 

I  aflured  my  miftrefs,  that  me  might 
make  herfelf  perfectly  eafy  on  that 
fcore,  for  I  was  the  Harpocrates  *  of 
trufty  valets.  After  this  aifurance,  I 
withdrew,  very  impatient  to  know  the 
contents  of  the  purfe.  in  which  I  found 
twenty  piftoles.  This  made  me  be- 
lieve, that  Aurora  would  have  certainly 
given  me  more,  had  I  brought  her  a- 
greeable  tidings,  fince  me  paid  me  fo 
handibmely  for  fuch  a  mortifying  piece 
of  n«ws  j  and  I  repented  that  I  had  not 
imitated  the  lawyers,  who  fometimes 
put  a  glofs  upon  the  truth  in  the  prac- 
tice of  their  profeflion,  I  was  lorry 
for  having  nipt  in  the  bud  an  intrigue*, 
the  confequence  of  which  might  have 
been  very  advantageous  to  me  :  how 
ever,  I  had  the  confolation  to  fee  my- 
felf  indemnified  for  my  unfeafonable 
expence  in  eflences  and  perfumes. 


CHAP.    III. 

THE  GREAT  CHANGE  THAT  HAP- 
PENED IN  THE  FAMILY  OF  DON 
VINCENT,  AND  THE  STRANGE 
RESOLUTION  WITH  WHICH  LOVE 
INSPIRED  THE  FAIR  AURORA. 

SOON  after  this  adventure,  Signior 
Don  Vincent  happened  to  fall  lick  j 
and  though  he  had  not  been  in  fuch  an 
advanced  age,  the  fymptoms  of  his  dif- 
eafe  were  lo  violent,  that  we  had  rea- 
fon  to  fear  a  fatal  iflue.  When  he  was 
firft  feized,  two  of  the  moft  famous 
phyficians  of  Madrid  were  lent  for ; 


Harpocrates,  was  the  god  of  filence. 


one 
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one  of  them  was  called  Doctor  Andros, 
znd  tie  other  Doctor  Oquetos  -y  who 
ha'  :n;r  examined  the  patient  with  great 
attention,  were  of  opinion  that  the  hu- 
jnours  of  his  body  were  in  a  ftate  of  fer- 
mentation j  but  in  nothing  elfe  could 
they  agree.      «  We  muft  make  hatte,' 
faid  Andres,   «  and  purge  off  the  hu- 
f  mours,  though  they  be  crude,  while 
'  they  continue  in  this  violent  agita- 
<  tion  of  flux  and  reflux,  left  they  fettle 
*  upon  feme  noble  part.'    Oquetos,  on 
the    contrary,    maintained,    that  they 
ought  to  wait  for  the  conco&ion  of  the 
humours,  before  they  mould  employ  a 
cath.mick.     *  But  y mr  method,*  re- 
fumed  the  firft,-'  is  directly  oppofite  to 
that  of  the  prince  of  medicine  ;  Hip- 
pocrates orders  catharticks  in  the  very 
firft  days  of  the  moft  ardent  fever,  and 
fays,  in  exprefs  terms,  that  we  muft 
be  ready  to  purge,  when  the  humours 
are  in  the  orgafm  j  that  is  to  fay,  in 
a  ftate  of  fermentation.' — '  O!  there 
you  are  miftaken/  replied  Oquetos; 
Hippocrates,   by  the  word  orgafm, 
does  not  underftand  the  fermentation, 
but  the  concoction  of  the  humours.' 
Upon  this,  the  doctors  grew  paffio- 
nate  j  one  repeated  the  Greek  text,  and 
quoted  all  thofe  authors  who  had  ex- 
plained it  in  his  way  ;  the  other,  rely- 
ing on  a  Latin  translation,  pronounced 
it   in   a    tone    ftill    more   vociferous. 
«  Which  of  them  was  in  the  right  ?' 
Don  Vincent  was  not  the  man  to  de- 
cid-:  tiiai  queftionj    but  feeing  himfelf 
obliged  to  chufe,  beftowed   his   confi- 
dence on  him  who  had  difpatched  the 
grcateft  number  of  patients  ;  I  mean, 
the  eldeit  of  the  two.     Andros,  there- 
fort,  who  was  the  jounger,  withdrew  j 
not  without  darting  ibmeftrokes  of  rail- 
lery ;;t  his  fenior,  on  his  interpretation 
of  the  word  orgai'm.    Oquetos,  who  re- 
mained tiiumphant,   being  a   man  of 
DJ  .  bangrado's  principle,  began,  by  or- 
dering his  patient  to  be  copiouflv  blood- 
ed, deferring  his  cathartick  until  the 
humours    (hould    be    concocted  j    but 
death,  who,  without  doubt,  was  afraid 
the  purgation  io  frgety  delayed  would 
deprive  him  of  his  prey,  prevented  the 
conco£l<on,  and  carried  my  mailer  off. 
Such  wns  the  end  of  Signior  Don  Vin- 
cent j   who  loft   Ins   life,    becaufe   his 
phyfician  did  not  underftand  Greek  ! 

Aurora  having  celebrated  her  father's 
funerals  in  a  manner  fuitahle  to  his 
birth,  took  pofKlfion  of  his  eftate  j  and 


being  now  miftrefs  of  herfelf,  difmifled 
fome  of  the  domefticks,  with  rewards 
proportioned  to  their  feveral  fervicesj 
and,  in  a  little  time,  retired  to  a  caftle, 
which  me  had  on  the  banks  of  the  Ta- 
gus,  between   Sacedon  and  Buendia. 
I  was  not  only  one  of  thofe  whom  me 
retained,  and  carried  to  the  country 
with   her,  but  alfo  had  the  good  for- 
tune to   become   a   necefTary   perfon. 
Notwithftanding  the  faithful   report  I 
had  made  to  her  of  Don  Lewis,  me  was 
ftill  in  love  with  that  cavalier  j  or  ra- 
ther, finding  herfelf  unable  to  conquer 
her  paflion,  (he  had  abandoned  herfelf 
entirely   to  it  j   and  being  no  longer 
under  a  necefllty  of  taking  precautions 
to   fpeik   with   me  In   private,    '  Gil 
Bias,'  faid  fhe,  lighing,  '  I  cannot 
forget  Don  Lewis  j    in  fpite  of  all 
my  efforts  to  banifh  him  from  my 
thoughts,   he   is  ftill  prefcnt  in  my 
imagination  ;  not  fuch  as  thou  halt 
painted  him,  plunged  in  all  forts  of 
debauchery  j    but  fuch  as  I  would 
have  him  to  be,  tender,  amorous,  and 
conftant.'     So  faying,  fhe  began  to 
melt,  and  could  not  help  fhedding  fome 
tears,  which  affected  me  fo  much,  that 
I  could  fcarce  refrain  from  we*eping  al- 
fo j  and  I  could  not  make  my  court  to 
her  more  effectually,  than  by  fympa- 
thizing  with  her  forrow.     '  I  fee  thou 
haft  a  very   tender  difpofition,   my 
friend,'  added  fhe,  after  having  dried 
icr  fair  eyes  j  *  and  I  am  fo  well  fatif- 
fied  with  thy  zeal,   that  thou  mayeft 
depend   upon  being  well  recompen- 
fed.    Dear  Gil  Bias,  I  have  more  oc- 
cafion  now  than  ever  for  thy  aflift- 
ance.     I  will  difclofe  to  thee  a  de- 
fign  which  at  prefent  engrofTes  me, 
and  which  thou  wi!t,  no  doubt,  pro- 
nounce very  capricious.    Know,  that 
I  intend  to  fet  out  immediately  for 
Salamanca,  where  I  will  difguile  my- 
felf  like  a  cavalier,  and,  under  the 
name  of  Don  Felix,  get  acquainted 
with  Pacheco,  whofe  confidence  and 
friendfhip   I  will    endeavour  to  ac- 
quire: I  will  often  fpeak  to  him  of 
Aurora  de  Guzrrnn,  and  call  myfelf 
her  coufin  j  by  which  means  he  wkll 
perhaps  exprefs  a  defire  lo  fee  her} 
and  then  my  expectation  will  be  an- 
fwcit-d.     We  will  have  two  different 
lodgings  at  Salamanca,   in  one  of 
which  I  will  pafs  for  Don  Felix,  in 
the  other  for  Aurora,  and  prefentirig 
myfelf  to  the  eyes  of  Don   Lewis, 
«  fometime* 
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*  fometlmes  metamorphofed  int»aman, 
«  and  i'ometimes  in  my  own  drefs,  I 

*  flatter  inyfelf  that  I  fhali,  by  degrees, 
«  accomplish  my  purpofe.      I  grant,' 
added  me,  *  th.u  this  is  an  extravagant 
«  fcheme  ;  but  I  am  hurried  away  by 
'  my  pafljon,  and  the  innocence  of  my 
'  intention" snakes  me  infenfible  of  the 
'  rifque  I  muft  run.* 

I  was  very  much  of  Aurora's  opinion, 
with  regard  to  the  nature  of  her  defign  : 
neverthe'eis,  how  imprudent  foever  I 
judged  it,   I  took  care  not  to  act  the 
pedagogue  ;    bur,  on  the  contrary,  be- 
gan to  gild  the  pill,  and  undertook  to 
prove,  that  this  mad  project  was  no 
more  than   an  agreeable  frolick,  that 
could  have  no  bad  confequence.     My 
miftrefs  was  pleafed   with    this  con- 
ftruction  ;     for    lovers    are    charmed 
with  flattery,  even  in  their  moft  ex- 
travagant fancies.      We  now,    there- 
fore, looked  upon  this  raih  enterprize 
in  no  other  light  than  that  of  a  co- 
medy,   the    fkiiful   reprefentation    of 
which  it  was  our  bufinefs  to  concert. 
Having  chofen  our  actors  from  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  family,  the  parts  were  di- 
ftributed  without   the  leaft  quarrel  or 
disturbance;  becaufe  we  were  not  play- 
ers by  profeflion.    It  was  reiblved,  that 
Dame  Ortiz  mould  aft  the  part  of  Au- 
rora's aunt,  under  the  name  of  Donna 
XimenadeGuzman,  attended  by  a  valet 
and  waiting-woman  j  and  that  Auro- 
ra, drefled  like  a  cavalier,  mould  en- 
tertain me  as  valet  de  chambre,  toge- 
ther with  one  of  her  own  maids  in  the 
difguife  of  a  page,  to  be  always  about 
her  perlbn.   The  characters  being  thus 
regulated,    we   returned    to    Madrid, 
where  we  underftood  Don  Lewis  ftill 
was,  but  that  it  would  not  be  long  be- 
fore he  would  fet  out  for  Salamanca  j 
upon  which  we  ordered  the  necefTary 
drefles  to  be  made  with  all  diligence  j 
and  when  they  were  finifhed,  my  mif- 
trefs  caufed  them  to  be  conveniently 
packed  up,  until  we  mould  find  a  pro- 
per time  and  place  for  putting  them  on. 
Then  leaving  the  care  of  her  houfe  to 
thefteward,  (he  fet  out  in  a  coach  drawn 
by  four  mules,  and  took  the  road  to  the 
kingdom  of  Leon,  with  all  thole  of  her 
fervants  who  had  parts  to  act  in  her 
performance. 

We  had  already  crofled  Old  Caftile, 
when  the  axle-tree  of  the  coach  gave 
way,  between  Avila  and  Villaflor,  a- 
bout  three  or  four  thoufand  paces  from 


a  caftle,  which  we  perceived  at  the  foot 
of   a  mountain.     As  night  approach- 
ed, we  were  not  a  little  embarrafled  ; 
when  a  peafant,  parting  by  accident, 
rid  us  of   our  anxiety,  by  telling  us, 
that  the  caftle  which  we  faw  belonged 
to  Donna  Elvira,  widow  of  Don  Pedro 
de  Prnares;  a  lady,  whofe  character  he 
extolled    Ib  much,  that   my   miftrefs 
feat  me  to  the  caftle,  to  beg  a  lodging 
for  one  night.     Elvira  did  not  belye 
the  countryman's  report,  but  received 
me  with  great  affability,  and  favoured 
Aurora's   compliment   with   fuch  an 
anfwer  as   me  defired.     We  repaired 
immediately  to  the  caftle,  whither  our 
coach    was    dragged    flowly    by   the 
mules,   and  at  the  gate  met  Don  Pe- 
dro's widow,  who  came  out  to  receive 
my  miftrefs.   I  will  pafs  over  in  filence 
the  civil  things  that  were  faid,  on  both 
fides,  on  this  occafion  ;   and  only  ob- 
ferve,  that  Elvira  was  a  lady  pretty 
much  advanced  in  years,  but  very  po- 
lite,  and  underftood  how  to  perform 
the  duties  of  hofpitality  as  well  as  any 
woman  in  the  world.     She  conducted 
Aurora  into  a  fumptuous  apartment, 
where  leaving  her  to  repofe  a  few  mo- 
ments, (he  came  and  employed  her  at- 
tention on  the  moft  minute  things  that 
concerned  us.    Afterwards,  when  fup- 
perwas  ready,  flie  ordered  the  cloth  to 
be  laid   in  Aurora's  chamber,  where 
they  fat  down  together  at  table.     Don. 
Pedro's  widow  was  not  one  of  thole 
people  who  cloud  the  honour  of  their 
entertainments  with  a  penfive  and  dif- 
contented  air :  me  was  of  a  gay  difpo- 
lition,  and  fupported  the  coaverfation 
in   an    agreeable   manner,    exprefling 
herlelf    with   great    dignity  and  ele- 
gance.    I  admired  her  understanding, 
and  the  delicate  turn  of  her  thoughts, 
which  feerned  to  charm  Aurora  as  well 
as  me.     They  conceived  a  friend/hip 
for    one   another,    and    prom i fed  to 
maintain  a  correfpondence  by  letters. 
Our  coach  could  not  be  refitted  till  the 
following  day,  and  as  we  mould  run 
Ibme  rilque  by  fetting  out  late,  it  waa 
determined  that  we  mould  flay  at  the 
caftle   another   night.     We,    in   our 
turn,  were  ferved  with  a  profufion  of 
victuals,  and  our  beds  were  no  Icfs 
comfortable  than  our  meal. 

Next  day,  my  miftreis  found  new 
charms  in  the  converfaticn  of  Elvira, 
with  whom  fhe  dined  in  a  large  Jl, 
adorned  with  feveral  piftures }  one  of 

which 
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which  was  remarkable  for  the  beauty 
and  wonderful  exprefllon  of  the  figures, 
though  at  presented  a  very  .tragical 
fcene  to  the  view.  A  dead  cavalier 
'appeared  lying  on  his  back,  and  drown- 
ed in  his  own  blood  j  but  feemcd  ftill 
to  retain  a  menacing  air  even  in  death. 
Near  him  lay  a  young  lady  in  another 
attitude,ftretchedalfo  upon  the  ground  j 
afword  was  feen  plunged  in  herboibm, 
and  flie  breathed  her  laii  fighs,  fixing 
her  dying  eyes  upon  a  young  man, 
who  ieemed  mortally  grieved  at  the  lofs 
of  her.  The  painter  had  like  wife  drawn 
another  figure,  which  did  not  efcape 
my  attention  :  this  was,  an  old  man 
of  a  good  mien,  who,  ftrongly  affected 
with  the  objects  that  ftruck  his  view, 
difcovered  as  much  fenfibility  as  the 
youth.  One  would  have  thought  that 
each  of  them  felt  the  fame  pangs,  at 
fight  of  thefe  doleful  iimges,  but  that 
each  received  the  impreflion  in  a  diffe- 
rent manner.  The  old  man  feemed 
overwhelmed  with  the  profound  for- 
jrow  in  which  he  was  plunged  :  but 
there  was  fury  mixed  with  the  afflic- 
tion of  the  youth.  The  painter  had  ex- 
prefled  the  whole  with  fuch  ftrength, 
that  we  could  fcarce  withdraw  our 
eyt'S  from  the  performance.  My  mif- 
treis  having  :<fked  what  ftory the  picture 
repr-efented  j  '  Madam,'  faid  Elvira, 

*  it  is  a  fai'lifnl  Kpiefentation  of  the 

*  misfortunes   ct  n\y  family. '     This 
anfw«;r  excited  thecuriofity  of  Aurora, 
who  exprelfed  fuch  an  eager  inclination 
to  knew  more,  that  Don  Pedro's  wi- 
dow could  not  difpenfe  with  promising 
her  the   fatis faction  flie  defired.     This 
promife,  which   was  made  before  Or- 
tiz, her  two  companions  and  me,  de- 
tained us  till  four  in  the  hall  after  din- 
ner.    My  iniitrcfs  would  have  lent  us 
away,   but  .Elvira  perceiving  that  we 
longed  fervently  to  hear  the  explana- 
tion of  the  pi'clure,  had  the  goodnefs 
*o  bid  us  Hay  •;   faying,   that   the  itory 
which  me  was  going  to  relate,  was  none 
oi'thofe  that  reamed  lecrefy:  andim- 
nisdiatdy  began  in  thefc  words. 


CHAP.    IV. 

THE  BALEFUL  MARRIAGE  :  A  NO- 
VEL *. 


OGER,  King  of  Sicily,  had  ft 
*  brother  and  a  fifter :  the  firft. 
called  Mainfroy,  revolted  againft 
him,  and  lighted  up  a  dangeroui 
and  bloody  war  in  the  kingdom  j  but 
had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  two  bat- 
tles, and  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
king,  who  contented  himfelf  with 
punifhinghis  rebellion,  by  depriving 
him  of  his  liberty.  This  clemency 
ferved  only  to  make  Roger  pafs  for 
a  barbarian,  in  the  opinion  of  one 
part  of  his  fubjecls,  who  faid  he  had 
only  laved  his  brother's  life,  in  or- 
der to  exercife  upon  him  a  flow  and 
inhuman  revenge.  But  all  the  reft, 
with  better  foundation,  imputed  the 
harfh  treatment  that  Mainfroy  fuf- 
fered  in  prifon,  to  his  fifter  Mathil- 
da alone:  for  me  had,  in  efte&,  al- 
ways hated  the  prince,  and  did  not 
ceafe  perfecuting  him  as  long  as  he 
lived  j  but  (he  died  foon  after  him, 
and  her  death  was  looked  upon  as  a 
juit  puniftmient  of  her  unnatural  dif- 
pofition. 

*  Mainfroy  having  lefftwo  fons,  as 
yet  in  their  infancy,  Roger  wiflied 
to  get  rid  of  them  j  fearing  that, 
when  they  mould  arrive  at  a  more 
advanced  age,  the  defire  of  reveng- 
ing their  father,  would  induce  them 
to  revive  a  faction  which  was  not  fo 
much  quelled,  but  that  it  might  oc- 
cafion  new  troubles  in  the  ftate.  He 
imparted  his  defign  to  the  fenator 
Leontio  Siffredi,  his  minifter ;  who, 
to  divert  him  from  putting  it  in  exe- 
cution, undertook  the  education  of 
Prince  Henriquez,  theeldeft,  and  ad- 
vifed  him  to  commit  the  youngeft, 
who  was  called  Don  Pedro,  to  the 
care  of  the  Conftable  of  Sicily.  Ro- 
ger, perfuaded  that  his  nephews 
would  be  brought  up  by  thele  men 
in  that  fubmifUon  and  duty  which 
they  owed  to  him,  left  the  princes  to 
their  conduct;  and  took  upon  him- 
lelf  the  care  of  his  niece  Conftantia, 
who  was  of  the  fame  age  with  Hen- 
riquez, and  only  daughter  of  the 
Princefs  Mathilda  ;  he  furniihed  her 
with  women  and  mafters,  and  fpared 
nothing  in  her  education. 
4  Leontio  Siffredi  had  a  caftle  two 
fhort  leagues  from  Palermo,  at  a 
place  called  Belniont  j  and  there  that 
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'  minifter  employed  himfelf  in  render- 
«  ing  Henriquez  worthy  of  mounting 
«  one  day  the  throne  of  Sicily.  He 

*  foon  obferved   in   that   prince  fuch 
'  amiable  qualities,   that  he   applied 

*  himfelf  to  the  cultivation  of  them  as 

*  clofely  as  if  he  had  had  no  children 

*  of  his  own.     He  was  blefled,  how- 

*  ever,  with  two  daughters  ;  the  eldeft 

*  of  whom,  called  Blanche,    younger 
4  by  a  year  than  the  prince,  was  adorn- 

*  ed  with  the  moft  perfect  beauty :  the 
4  other,  named   Porcia,    whole   birth 
4  occafioned  her  mother's  death,  was 
4  ftill   in  the   cradle.      Blanche  and 
'  Prince  Henriquez,  as  foon  as  they 
4  were  capable  of  love,  entertained  a 
4  mutual   paflion ;    though  they   had 

*  not  the  liberty  of  converting  in  pri- 

*  vate.      The  prince,    however,    did 
4  not  fail  to  find  opportunities  fome- 

*  times,  and  knew  fo  well  how  to  pro- 
4  fit  by  theie  precious  moments,  that 
'  he  engaged  the  daughter  of  Siffredi 
4  to  allow  him  to  execute  a  project  he 
4  had  formed.     Juft  about  this  time, 
'  it  happened  that  Leontio  was  oblig- 

*  ed,  by  the  king's  orders,  to  make 

*  a  journey  into  one  of  the  moft  remote 

*  provinces  of  the  ifland  j  and  during 

*  his   abfence,    Henriquez  caufed    an 
«  opening  to  be  made  in  the  wall  of 
'  his  apartment,  that  was  contiguous 
'  to  the  chamber  of  Blanche;  fupply- 
'  ing  it  with  a  (Tiding  partition  of  wood, 
4  that  opened  and  (hut,  without  being 

*  perceived ;  becaufe  it  was  fo  clofely 

*  joined  to   the  cieling,  that  the  eye 

*  could  not  difcover  the  artifice.     A 

*  flcilful  architect,    whom  the   prince 
«  had  made  his  friend,  performed   the 
'  work  with  equal  diligence  and  fe- 

*  crefy. 

•  Through  thispaffage  the  amorous 

*  Henriquez  introduced  himfelf  fome- 
4  times  into  the  chamber  of  his  mif- 

*  trefs  ;  but  he  did  not  abufe  her  fa- 
4  vour  :  for  though  (he  was  imprudent 

*  enough  to  allow  him  a  private  en- 
4  trance  into  her  apartment,    (he  did 
4  not  condefcend  fo  far,  until  he  had 
'  affured  her,  that  he  would  never  alk 

*  any  thing  that  innocence  could  not 

*  -grant.     One  night,  he  found  her  ve- 

*  ry  uneafy,  becaufe  (he  had  heard  that 
'  Ro&rer  was  very  ill,  and  had  fentfor 

*  SifFredi,  as  high  chancellor  of  the 

*  kingdom,    in  order  to  intruft   him 
«  with  his  laft  will.     She  reprefented 
'  to  herfelf  already,  her  dear  Henri- 


quez on  the  throne,  and  being  afraid 
of  lofing  him  in  that  high  ftation, 
was  under  the  utmolt  anxiety  j  and 
the  tears  ftood  in  her  eyes  when  he 
appeared.  "  Heavens!  you  weep, 

*  Madam  j    what   muft  .1    think   of 

4<  that  ibrrow  with  which  I  fee  you 

"  overwhelmed  ?"-— "   Sir,"  replied 

*  Blanche,    "  I    cannot    conceal    my 

'*  alarms:   the  king,  your  uncle,  will 

44  foon  ceafe   to  live,    and   you   will 

"  fucceed  him.     When  I,  therefore, 

44  forefee  how  far  your  new  greatnefs 

4<  will   remove  you  from  me,  I  own, 

'*  I  cannot  be  unconcerned.     A  mo- 

"  narch   feldom  beholds  things  with 

"  a  lover's  eye,  and  that   which  was 

**  his  utmoft  ambition  while  he  was  a 

"  fubject,  affects  him  but  (lightly  when 

"  he  is  on  the  throne.     Whether  it'be 

"  an  unhappy  prefage,  or  reafon  alone 

41  that  infpires  me,  I  teel  my  foul  agi- 

"  tated  with  emotions  that  ail  my  con- 

*'  fidence  in  your  goodnefs  cannot  af- 

"  fuage  ;  and  though  I  dare  not  doubt 

**  your  generofity,  I  cannot  help  dif- 

'*  trufting  my  own  deftiny." — <c  Acto- 

**  rable  Blanche  1"  replied  the  prince, 

"  your  fears  are  obliging,  and  juftify 

**  my  attachment  to  your  charms  j  but 

"  theexcefs  of  your  doubts  injures  my 

"  love,  and  (if  I  may  be  allowed  to 

*'  fay  fo)  the  trlteem  which  you  owe 

"  me.  No!   think  not  my  deftiny  and 

*'  yours  can  ever  be  feparated  :  believe 

'*  rather,   that  you  will  always  be  the 

"  object   of    my  happinefs    and    joy. 

<f  Lay  afule  your  fear,  therefore,  and 

**  let  it  not  difturb  fuch  endearing  mo- 

"  ments." — f<  Ah,  Sir  !"  anfwered  the 

*  daughter  of  Leontio,  "  as  foon  as 
"  you  are  crowned,  your  fubje&s,  per- 
f(  haps,  will  demand  for  your  queen 
"  a  princefs   defcended  tVom   a  long 
"  race  of   kings,  whofe  iplendid  al- 
"  liance  may  add  new  realms  to  yours  j 
"  and  perhaps,  alas  !    you   will  an- 
*'  fwer  their  expectation,  even  at  the 
"  expence  of  your   inclination.'* — — 
"  Ha!  why,"  replied  Henriquez,  with. 

*  fome  warmth,   "  why   are  you  thus 
"  prone  to  torment  yourfelf,  by  raif- 
"  ing  fucn  :=.n  afflicting  image  of"  what 
"  will  never  happen  ?    Should  Heaven 
"  dilpofe  of  ihe  king,  my  uncle,  and 
"  make  me   mailer  of  Sicily,   I  fwoar 
"  that  I  will  efpoute  you  in  Palermo, 
"  in  prefence^of  all  my  court  ;  and  I 
"  invoke  all  that  is  i'acred  to  confu-in 
41  my  oath  P- 

«  Siffredi's 
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*  Siflfredi's  daughter  was  cheared  by 
the  proteftations  of  Henriquez,  and 
the  reft  of  their  converiation  turned 
on  the  king's  diltemper  :    on   which 
occafion,  Henriquez  discovered  the 
goodnefs  of  his  heart,  in  lamenting 
his  uncle's  fate,  with  which  he  had  no 
great  reaibn  to  be  affected  :  the  force 
of  blood  making  him  regret  a  prince, 
by  whole  death  he  mould  acquire  a 
crown.     Blanche,   as  yet,    did  not 
know  all  the  misfortunes  that  threat- 
ened her.     The  Conftable  of  Sicily 
had  met  her  coming  out  of  her  fa- 
ther's apartment,  one  day  when  he 
was  at  the  cattle  of  Belmont,  on  Ibmc 
important  affairs,  was  captivatedwith 
her  beauty,  and  next  day  demanded 
her  in  marriage  of  Siffredi,  who  con- 
fented  to  the  match  j  but  Roger's 
diftemper  intervening,    the  nuptials 
were   deferred,    and    Blanche  knew 
nothing  of  the  matter. 
'  One  morning,  juft  as  Henriquez 
had  done  d'reffing,  he  was  furprized 
to  fee  Leontio,  followed  by  Blanche, 
come  into  his  apartment.     "  Sir," 
faid  thatminifterto  him,  "  the  news 
•'  I  bring  are  afflicting,  but  the  con- 
"  folation  with  which    they   are   at- 
*'  tended  ought  to  moderate  your  grief. 
**  The  king  your  uncle  is  dead,  after 
"  having  left  you  heir  to  his  fceptrej 
•'  and  Sicily  is  fubjec"l  to  your  fway. 
"  The   grandees   of  the  realm,  who 
««  attend  your  orders  at  Palermo,  have 
4t  commifiioned   me  to    receive  them 
«'  from  your  mouth  :  and  I  am  come, 
tf  Sir,  with  my  daughter,  the  firlt  of 
«*  your  new  fubjecls,  to  cffer  you  our 
«'  early    and   fincere  homa- -e."     The 
«  prince,  who  knew  very  wel   that  Ro- 
4  ger  had  laboured  two  monti.s  under 

*  a   difeafe  that  gradually    confttmed 
«  him,  was  not  much  furprized  ar  this 
'  piece  of  news  j  neverthelefs,  fti  uck 

*  with  the  fudden  change  of  his  a  n- 

*  dition,   he  felt  a  thoufand  conful.  d 
f  '.motions  rife  within  his  breaft  5  am' 
«  having  muled  fome  time,  broke  fi- 

*  lence,  by  addrefltng  himfdf  to  Leon- 
«   tio  in  thefe  words  ;    "  Sage  Siffredi, 
"  1  fliall  always  look  upon  you  as  my 
"  fntlirr,  glory  in  regul-iting  my  con- 
"  duel  by  your  counl'cl,  and  you  lhall 

{  be  as   much  a   king   in   Sicily  as  I 

1  am."    So  faying,  he  advanced  to  a 

tablr  on  which  there  was  a  ilandim, 

and  taking   a  fliect  of  paper,  \vrotc 

his   nutiie  at  the  bottom  ot  the  page. 


"  What  .ire  you  about  to  do,  Sir  »'* 

*  faid   Siti   -rli  to  him.     "  I  am  going- 
"  to  manif ..*£  my  gratitude  and  efteem," 
'  anfwcred  Henriquez,    prefenting  the 
'   meet  to  Blanche,  and  faying,  "  Re- 
"  ceive,  Madam,   this   pledge  of  my 
"  faith,  and  of  the  empire  over  my  in- 
"  clinationSjwhichlnow  yield  to  you.'* 
'  Blanche  took  it,  blufhing,  and  made 
'  this  anfwer  to  the  prince:  "  I  receive 
' *  with  refpe£l  tlu  favours  of  my  king  j 
"  but  I  depend  upon  a  father ;  and  I 
"  hope  your  Mijeity  will  not  take  it 
"  ill,  that  I  depolit  this  paper  in  his 
"  hands,  to  be  ufed  as  his  prudence 
"  fliall  direa  him." 

*  She  accordingly  gave  the  fubfcrip- 
'  tion  of  Henriquez  to  her  father,  who 

*  then  obferved  what  till  that  moment 

*  had  efcaped  his  penetration  :   he  dif- 

*  cerned  the  prince's  fentiments,  and 
<  faid  to  himj  "  Your  Majefty  mail 
"  have  no  caufe  to  reproach  me }  for 
"  I  will  not  abufe  your  confidence." 
— u  My  dear  Leontio,"   cried  Henri- 
'  quez,    internipting    him,     "    don't 
'    imagine  you   can  abufe  it.     What- 
ever ufe  you  lhall  make  of  the  paper, 
I  will  approve  of  your  determination. 
But  go,1'   added  he,  "  return  to  Pa- 
lermo, order  the  preparations  to  be 
made  for  my  coronation,  and  tell  my 
fubjefts,  that  I  will  follow  you  im- 
mediately thither,  in  order  to  receive 

"  their  oaths  of  allegiance,  and  aflure 
"  them  of  my  aft'eclion."  The  mini- 
'  fter  obeyed  his  new  matter's  order ; 
«  and,  with  his  daughter,  fet  out  for 
'  Palermo. 

*  A  few  hours  after  their  departure, 
'  the  prince  took  the  fame  road,  more 
'  engrofied  by  his  love,  than   by  the 
'  high  rank   to  which  he  was  raifed. 
'  As  foon  as  he  arrived  in  the  city,  he 
'  was  faluted  with  innumerable  mouts 

*  of  joy  j  and,  amidft  the  acclamations 

*  of   his   people,*  ent  :red   the  palace, 
'  where  every  thing  was  already  pre- 

*  pared  for  the  ceremony,  and  where 
'  he  found  the  Princels  Conftantia'in 

*  deep  mourning,  and  to  all  appearance 
'  very  much  atfefted  with  Roger's  death. 

*  As  they  owed  one  another  a  mutual 

*  compliment    of    condolence  on   the 
'  event,  they  both  acquitted  themfelves 
'  \t  i y  handfomcly  ;   but  it  was  more 

*  cold  on  the  fide  of  Henriquez,  than 

*  on  that  of  Conftance  ;   who,  in  fpite 
'  of  the  enmity  lublilting  between  their 
'  families,  could  not  hate  the  prince. 

<  He 
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*  He  placed  himfelf  on  the  throne,  and 
'  the  princefs  fat  on  his  right-hand,  in 

*  an  elbow-chair  not  quite   ib  high. 
'  The  grandees  of  the  kingdom  took 
'  their  places,  each  according  to  his 

<  rank  :  the  ceremony  began,  and  Le- 

*  ontio,  as  high-chancellor  of  the  ftate, 
«  and  keeper  of  the  late  king's  will, 

<  opened  and  read  it  with  an  audible 

*  voice.     This  deed  contained  in  fub- 
4  ftance,    that    Roger    feeing  himfelf 

*  without  iflue,  named  the  eldeft  fon  of 
'  Mainfroy  for  his  fuccelTor,  on  con- 

*  dition  that  he  mould  efpoufe  thePrin- 

*  cefs  Conftance  ;  which  if  he  refufed 

*  to    perform,    he   mould   forfeit   the 

*  crown  of  Sicily  to  the  infant  Don 

*  Pedro,  his  brother,  who  fhould  en- 

*  joy  it  on  the  fame  terms. 

'  Henriquez  was  confounded  at  thefe 

*  words  j  the  reftriction  gave  him  in- 
'  credible  pain,    which    became   ftill 

*  more  violent,  when   Leontio,   after 

*  having  read  the  will,  pronounced  to 

*  the   whole  affembly,     "  My  lords, 
*<  having  reported  the  laft  intentions  of 
fc  the  late  king  to  our  new  monarch, 
*'  that  generous  prince  confents  to  ho- 
<e  nour  his  coufin,  the  Princefs  Con- 
*'  ftance,  with  his  hand."     At  thefe 
*t  words,    Henriquez     interrupted    the 

*  chancellor,  faying,  "Leontio,remem- 
*c  ber  the  writing  which  Blanche — " 
"  Sir,1'  faid  Siffredi  with  precipitation, 

*  before  the  prince  had  time  to  explain 

*  himfelf,  "  here  it  is.     The  grandees 
*'  of  the  realm,"  added  he,  mewing 

<  the  paper  to  the  affembly,  ' (  will  here 
*'  fee  by  your  majefty's  auguft  figna- 
*'  ture,  the  efteem  you  have  for  the 
"  princefs,  and  the  deference  you  pay 
"  to  the  laft  will  of  the  deceafed  king 
«  your  uncle."     Having  fpoke  thefe 

*  words,  he  read  the  deed  with  which 
«  he  himfelf  had  filled  the  paper,  con- 
'  taining  the  mod  folemn  engagement 

*  to  marry  Conftsnce,  conformable  to 
«  the  intention  of  Roger.     The  hall 
'  rung  with  repeated  ihouts  of  all  pre- 
'  fent,  who  cried,    "  Long  live  our 
««  magnanimous    King    Henriquez  I" 

*  for  as  nobody  was  ignorant  of  the 
«  averfion  which  that  prince  had  al- 

*  ways  manifefted  for  the  princefs,  it 
'  was  feared,  not  without  reafon,  that 

*  he  would  revolt  againft  the  condition 
«  of  the  will,  and  by  thefe  means  raife 

*  commotions  in  the  kingdom.     But 

*  the  reading  of   this   paper  entirely 
'  compofed  the  minds  of  the  nobles 


'  and  people,  and  excited  thofe  general 
4  acclamations,  which   in  fecfet  tor- 

*  tured  the  monarch's  foul. 

*  Conftance,  who,  both  on  account 

*  of  her  own  glory,  and  her  paffion  for 
'  Henriquez,  enjoyed  the  publick   fa- 
«  tisfa&ion  more  than  any  body,  chofe 

*  this  time  to  affure  him  of  her  grati- 

*  tude.     But  the  prince,  in  vain  endea- 

*  vouringto  conftrain  himfelf,  received 
'  her  compliments  with  great  affliction  5 

*  and  was,  indeed,   in  fuch  diforder, 

*  that  he  could  not  even  perform  what 
'  decency  required.     At  laft,  yielding 
'  to  the  violence  of  his  pafilon,  he  ap- 

*  preached  Siffredi,  whom  the  duty  of 
'  his  office  obliged  to  be  pretty  near 
4  his   perfon,    and  with  a    low  voice 

*  faid,  «'  What  have  you  done,  Leon- 
"  tio?  The  fubfcription,  which  I  put 
tl  into  your  daughter's  hands,  was  not 
"  iatended  for  this  ufe.    You  have  be- 
«  traycd— "  lcSir,"  faid  Siffredi,  in- 
«  terrupting  him  in  a  refolute  tone, 
"  confider  your  own  glory;  if  you  re- 
*'  fufe  to  follow  the  will  of  the  king 
"  your  uncle,  you  lofe  the  crown  o£ 
<{  Sicily."     He  had  no  fooner  fpoke 

*  in  this  manner,   than  he  removed  at 
f  a  greater  diftance  from  the  king,  that 
4  he  might  not  have  an  opportunity  to 
'  reply.     Henriquez  remained  in  the 
'  utmoft  perplexity,   and  felt  himfelf 

*  agitated  by  contrary  emotions.     He 
«  was  incenfedagainftSitfredij  he  could 

*  not  refolve  to  abandon  Blanche  j  but* 

*  diitracled  between  her  and  the  inte- 

*  reft  of  his  glory,   it  was  fome  time 

*  before  he  could  come  to  any  refolu- 
'  tion.     However,  he  was  determined 
«  at  laft,   and  thought  he  had  fallea 
'  upon  a  method  to  preferve  the  daugh- 
'  ter  of  Siffredi,  without  renouncing 

*  the  throne.     He  feigned  fubmiliion. 

*  to  the  will  of  Roger,   and  purpofed, 

*  while  a  difpenfation  for  his  marriage 
'  with  his  coufm  mould  be   foliciting 
'  at  Rome,  to  gain  the  nobles  of  the 
'  realm  by  his  bounty,  and  eftablifh. 
'  his  power  fo  well,  that  he  mould  not 

*  be  obliged  to  fulfil  it's  conditions. 

*  As  foon  as  he  had  formed  this  de- 

*  fign,  he  became  more  tranquil  j   and 

*  turning  to  Conftance,  confirmed  to 
'  her  what    the  high-chancellor   had 

*  read  before  the  whole  affcmbly.  But 
'  in  the  very  moment  when  he  betrayed 

*  himfelf  lo  far  as  to  plight  his  troth. 

*  to  her,  Blanche  arrived  in  the  coun- 

*  cil-hali,     She  came  thither  by  her 

R  «  father's 
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father's  command,  to  pay  her  re- 
fpe&s  to  the  princefs,  and  her  ears 
were  ftruck  with  the  words  of  Hen- 
riquez,  at  her  firft  entrance.  Befides, 
Leonrio,  being  delirous  that  flic 
Ihould  have  no  caufe  to  doubt  of  her 
misfortune,  faid,  while  he  prefented 
her  to  Conftance,  "  Daughter,  do 
f  homage  to  your  queen,  and  wi/h 
'  her  all  the  fweets  of  a  flourim- 
'  ing  reign  and  happy  marriage."— 
This  terrible  ftroke  overwhelmed  the 
unfortunate  Blanche :  in  vain  flie 
endeavoured  to  conceal  her  grief  j 
fhe  blufhed,  and  grew  pale,  alter- 
nately, and  fliook  through  every 
limb.  Neverthelefs,  the  princefs 
had  not  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  the 
caufe,  but  attributed  the  diforder 
in  which  (he  paid  her  compliment, 
to  the  perplexity  of  a  young  creature 
bred  up  in  folitude,  and  altogether 
unaccuitomed  to  the  court.  It  was 
quite  otherwiie  with  the  young  king  : 
the  fight  of  Blanche  abafhed  him;  and 
the  defpair  he  obferved  in  her  eyes, 
tranfported  him  quite  befide  himi'elf. 
He  did  not  doubt  that,  judging  by 
appearances,  fhe  believed  him  un- 
faithful. He  would  have  been  lefs 
uneafy,  could  he  have  fpoke  to  her  : 
but  how  could  he  find  an  opportu- 
nity, when  all  Sicily,  as  one  may 
fay,  had  it's  eyes  upon  him.  Be- 
fides,  the  cruel  Siffredi  deprived  him 
of  that  hope :  for,  reading  the 
thoughts  of  thefe  two  lovers  in  their 
looks,  and  willing  to  prevent  the 
mifchief  which  the  violence  of  their 
paflion  might  create  in  the  ftate,  that 
minifter,  in  an  artful  manner,  car- 
ried his  daughter  out  of  the  afTem- 
bly,  and  fet  out  with  her  on  his 
return  to  Bclmont;  refolved,  for 
more  reafons  than  one,  to  have  her 
married  as  foon  as  poflible. 
'  They  were  no  fooner  arrived,  than 
lie  made  her  acquainted  with  all  the 
horror  of  her  fate,  by  declaring  that 
he  had  promifed  her  in  marriage 
to  the  Conftable.  ««  Juft  Heaven  !" 
cried  me,  in  a  Iran/port  of  grief, 
which  her  father's  prefence  could 
not  reprefs  ;  "  for  what  direful  pu- 
rtifhent  is  the  unfortunate  Blanche 
«  referved  P*  Her  defpair  waa  even  fo 
violent,  as  to  fufpend  all  the  facul- 
ties of  her  foul.  She  was  feized  with 
ar,  univerial  chilncis,  and  becoming 


'  clay-cold  and  wan,  fwooned  away  In 
'  the  arms  of  her  father.  Hewasatrccl- 
'  ed  with  her  condition  j  but,  though 
'  he  ftiared  her  affliction  with  all  the 

*  tendernefs  of  a  parent,  his  firft  re- 
'  folution    ftill    remained    unfhaken. 
'  Blanche,    at  length,    recovered    her 
'  fpirits,  more  through   the  exquifite 

*  fenlation  of  her  grief,  than  through 
«  the  water  which  Siffredi  fprinkled  on 
'  her  face;    which  perceiving,    while 
'  fhe    opened    her   languifhing  eyes, 
"  Sir,"  faid  (he,  with  a  feeble  voice, 
'*  I  am  afhamed  that  you  have  feen  my 
**  weaknels  j    but  death,  which  mult 
«'  foon  end   my  torments,    will    in  a 
"  little   time  rid  you  or'  an  unhappy 
tl  daughter,  who  has  dared  todiipofe 
"  of  her  heart  without  your  confent.'' 
— <{  No,    my  dear  Blanche,"  replied 

*  Leontio;    "live,  and  let  virtue  re- 
tf  fume    it's    empire  in    your    breaft. 
"  The   Conftable's   paflion  does  you 
"  honour  j  he  is  the  moft  conliderable 
(f  match  in  the  kingdom." — "I  efteem 
'*  his   perfon    and    his    merit,"     faid 
'  Blanche,  interrupting  him  j    "  but, 
"  Sir,  the  king  had  made  rue  hope—" 
"  Daughter,"  faid  Siffredi,  cutting  her 

*  fhort  in  his  turn,  "  I  know  all  that 
"  you  can  fay  on   that  fubjecl.    I  am 
"  not  ignorant  of  your  tendernefs  for 
"  the  prince,   which  at  another  con- 
"  juncture    I  (hould  not   difapprove. 
"  You  mould  even  fee  me  eager  to  en- 
"  fure  you  of  the  hand  of  Henriquez, 
"  if  the  intereft  of  his  glory,  and  that 
"  of  the  ftate,  did  not  oblige  him  to 
"  beitow  it  on   Conftance.     It  is  on 
"  that  condition    only,  that  the  late 
"  king  defigned  him  for  his  fucceflbr  ; 
"  and  would  you  have  him  prefer  you 
"  to  the   crown    of   Sicily  ?     Believe 
"  rne,  I  fympathize  with  you   in  the 
"  cruel  ftroke  you  fufter  ;  but  fince  we 
"  cannot  withftand  the  decrees  of  deft  i- 
'*  ny,  make  one  generous  effort.  Your 
'*  glory   is  concerned,    in  concealing 
"  from   the  kingdom  the  vain    hope 
"  with  which  you  flattered  yourfelf. 
"  Your  fenfibility  for  the  king  may 
*'  raife  reports  to  your  difadvantage; 
"  and  the  only  means  of  preventing 
"  them,  will  be  to   marry   the    Con- 
"  liable.     In  (hort,   Blanche,  this  i* 
"  no  time  to  deliberate.     The  king 
'*  yields   you   for  a  throne,  and  mar- 
"  lies  Conftance.     The  Conftable  has 
"  finy  promife,  which  I  beg  you  will 

"  per- 
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*«  perform ;   and  if   I  mud  ufe  my 

"  authority  to  bring  you  to  this  refo- 
"  lution,  I  order  you  to  comply." 
<  So  faying,  he  left  her   to  reflect 
upon  what  flie  had  heard,    hoping, 
that  after  having  maturely  confider- 
ed  the  arguments  he  had  ufed,  to 
fupport  her  virtue  againft  her  incli- 
nation, me  would  reiblve,  of  herfelf, 
to  give  her  hand  to  the  Conftable.  In 
this  he  was  notmiftaken.  But,  what 
pangs    did  it   coft   the    melancholy 
Blanche,  before  me  came  to  that  de- 
termination !  flie  was  in  a  condition, 
which,  of  all  others,  was  moft  wor- 
thy of  companion  !   Grief  for  feeing 
her  prefages  of  the  infidelity  of  Hon- 
riquez  changed  into  certainty,  and 
for  being  conftrained,  in  lofing  him, 
to   give    herfelf  away    to   another, 
whom  me  could  not  love,  created  in 
her  fuch  violent  tranfports  of  afflic- 
tion, that  every  moment  was  attend- 
ed with  new  torture.     "  If  mymis- 
"  fortune  is  certain,"  cried  flie,  "  how 
<<  can  I  refift  it  without  dying  ?    Cruel 
"  deilmy!    why  was  I  fed  with  the 
'«  moft  delicious  hope,    when   I   was 
'f  doomed  to  fuch  an  abyfs  of  mifery  ! 
'5  And  thou,    perfidious   lover  !   how 
"  durft  thou  betroth  thyfelf  to  another, 
"  after  thou  haditpromifed  eternalfide- 
'*  lity  to  me  ?  hail  thou  fo  foon  forgot 
"  the  faith  which   thou   hadft  fworn  ? 
"  As  a  punilbment  for  having  ib  cru- 
«'  elly  deceived  me,  may  Heaven  make. 
«'  the    nuptial   bed,   which    thou    art 
"  going   to    ftain  witji  perjury,  not  2, 
"  icene  of  pleafure,  but  remodel  May 
"  the   careflfes   of    Conftance    convey 
'*  poifon  to  thy  faithlefs  heart!  and 
"  may  thy  marriage  be   as  baleful  as 
«'  mine!  Yes,  traitor!  I  will  efpouie 
««  the  Conftabie,  whom  I  cannot  love, 
**  tq  revenge   me  upon   myfelf,    and 
*'  punifh  me,  for  having  made  fo  in- 
«'  difcreet  a  choice  of  the  objeft  of  my 
**  love  i     Since   my    religion    forbids 
4<  me  to  make  an  attempt   upon   my 
•*  life,  the  days  I  have  to  live  ftiall  be 
*'  nothing  elie  than  an  unhappy  feries 
"  of  trouble  and  difquiet.     If  thou 
"  Hill   preferveft   any   tendern.efs  Tor 
"  me,  thou  wilt  be  mortified  at  feeing 
f«  me  throw  myfelf  into  the  arms  of 
"  another  j  and  if  thou  haft  entirely 
"  forgot  me,    Sicily,    at   leaft,    may 
"  boatt  of  having  produced  a  woman, 
*'  who  punifhed  herfelf  for  having  too 
«*  finiply  difpofcd  of  her  heart  T 


'  In  fuch  a  fituationdid  this  unhap- 

*  py  viclim  of  love  and  duty  pafs  th,e 
'  night  that  preceded  her  marriage  with 

*  the  Conftable  j  and  Siffredi,  finding 
«  her  next  day  ready  to  comply  with 
'  his  defire,  made  halte  to  take  the  ad - 

'  vantage  of  that  favourable  difpofi-. 
'  tion.     He  fent  for  the  Conftable  to 

*  Belmont  that  fame  day,  and  married 
4  him  privately  to  his  daughter,  in  the 
«  chapel    of   the   caftle.     It   was  not 
«  enough  to  renounce  a  crown,  to  lofe 
'  for  ever  a  perfon  whom  flie  loved, 
'  and  beitow  herfelf  upon  the  objedlof 
'  her  hatred  ;  but  flie  was  alfo  obliged 
'  to  diiTemble  her  fentiments  before  a 
'  hufband  who  was  inflamed  with  the 
«  moft  ardent  paflion  for  her,  and  na- 
'  turally  of  a  jealous  difpofition.    Her 
'  fpoufe,  charmed  with  the  poflTeffion, 
'  of  what  he  held  moft  dear,  was  con- 

*  tinually  in  her  company,  and  did  not 
'  even  allow  her  the  fad  confolation  of 
'  bewailing  her  misfortune  in  fecret. 

*  When  night  approached,  the  daugh- 
'  ter  of  Leontio  felt  her  affliction  re- 

*  double  :  but  what  were  her  pangs, 
'  when  her  women,  after  having  un- 

*  drefled,  left  her  alone  with  the  Con- 

<  ftable!     He  afked,    in  a   refpeftfui 
'  manner,    tlie  caufe   of  that   forrow. 

<  with  which  flie  feemed  to  be  deprefT- 

<  ed  ;  and  Blanche,  perplexed  by  the 
'  queftion,  feigned  herfelf  indifpofed. 
«  This   deceived  her  hufband  at  firft, 
'  but  he  did  not  long  continue  in  his 
'  miftake  :  for,  as  he  was  really  con- 
'  cerned  at  the  condition  in  which  he 

*  faw  her,  and  prefTed    her  to  go   to 
'  bed,  his   intreaties,  which  flie  raif- 
'  interpreted,  prefented  fuch  a  cruel 

*  image  to  her  imagination,  that,  be- 
'  ing   unable  to  contain   herfelf  any 
'  longer,  flie  gave   free  vent   to    her 
1  fighs  and  tears.     What  a  fight  was 
'  this  for  a  man,  who  believed  himfelf 
'  at  the  very  fummit  of  his  happinefs  I 
'  He  no  longer  doubted  that  the  af- 

*  fiiclion  of  his  wife  portended  fome- 
'  thing  finifter  to  his  love.     Neverthe- 
'  lefs,   though    tl;e   kno\yledge  of  it 
'  threw  him  into  a  fituation  almoft  rts 

*  deplorable  as  that  of  Blanche,    he 

*  had  fuch  command  of  himfelf,  that 

*  he  concealed  his  fufpicions.     He  re- 
'  doubled  his  intreaties,  and  continued 
'  to  prefs  his  fpoufe   to  go  to  reft  j  af- 
'  furing  her,  that  he  would  not  inter- 
«  rupt  the  repofe  which  flie  feemed  fo 

*  much  19  want.     He  even  offered  to 

R  a  «  «U 
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call  her  women,  if  (he  thought  their 
aiTiftance  could  alleviate  her  indif- 
pofition.  Blanche,  encouraged  bythis 
promife,  told  him,  that  her  prefent 
weaknefs  only  required  a  little  deep. 
He  pretended  to  believe  her ;  and 
going  to  bed  together,  they  pa/Ted  a 
night  very  different  from  thofe  which 
Cupid  and  Hymen  beftow  on  two 
lovers  infpired  by  mutual  paflion. 
'  While  Siffredi's  daughter  indulged 
herforrovv,  the  Conflable  endeavour- 
ed, within  himfelf,  to  divine  the 
caufe  that  rendered  his  marriage  fo 
unhappy.  He  concluded  there  was 
a  rival  in  the  cafe  j  but  was  be- 
wildered in  his  own  imagination, 
when  he  attempted  to  difcover  who 
that  rival  wasj  and  thefole  refultof 
his  conjectures  was,  that  he  was  the 
moit  unhappy  of  all  mankind.  He 
had  already  fpent  two  thirds  of  the 
night  in  thefe  agitations,  when  his 
ears  were  ftrtick  with  a  hollow  noife-j 
and  he  was  not  a  little  furprized  to 
hear  ibmebody  walking  foftly  in  the 
chamber.  He  believed  himfelf  mif- 
taken  ;  for  he  remembered  that  he 
himfelf  had  locked  the  door,  after 
Blanche's  women  were  gone,  and 
drew  back  the  curtain  to  difcover,  by 
the  evidence  of  his  eyes,  the  caufe  of 
the  noife  which  he  heard  :  but  the 
light,  which  had  been  left  in  the 
chimney,  was  extinguifhed  ;  and  in 
a  little  time  he  heard  the  name  of 
Blanche  repeated  feveral  times,  in  a 
foft  and  languifhing  tone.  Then  his 
jealous  fufpicions  were  inflamed  to 
fury,  and  his  honour  alarmed,  oblig- 
ing him  to  rile,  in  order  to  prevent 
an  affront,  or  take  vengeance  for  it, 
he  feized  his  fword,  and  moved  to- 
wards that  fide  whence  the  voice 
feemed  to  come.  Feeling  a  naked 
fword  oppofed  to  his  own,  he  ad- 
vanced, the  other  retired  ;  he  pur- 
fued,  and  the  other  vani/hed  from 
his  purfuit.  In  vain  did  he  fearch 
for  him,  who  feemed  to  fly,  through 
all  the  corners  of  the  room,  as  much 
as  the  darknefs  would  allow ;  he 
could  not  find  him;  he  flopped,  lilten- 
ed,  and  heard  nothing.  All  feemed 
to  be  inchantment  !  he  went  to  the 
door,  which  he  imagined  had  fa- 
voured the  flight  of  the  fee  ret  enemy 
of  his  honour,  but  he  found  it  fa  ft 
locked  as  before.  Not  being  able  to 
curnp;«hend  any  thing  of  this  ad- 


venture, he  called  thofe  of  his  people 
who  were  neareft,  and  as  he  opened 
the  door  for  that  purpofe,  ftood  in 
the  paffage,  and  kept  himfelf  on  his 
guard,  that  the  peifon  whom  he 
fought  might  not  clcape. 
'  Some  fervants  hearing  his  repeated 
cries,  came  running  with  lights;  up- 
on which,  he  took  a  candle,  and 
made  a  new  fearch  in  the  chamber, 
fword  in  hand  ;  but  found  nobody, 
nor  the  leaft  mark  of  any  perfon's 
having  been  there.  He  did  not  even 
perceive  the  private  door,  nor  the 
opening,  through  which  there  was  a 
paffage.  He  could  not,  however, 
blindfold  himfelf,  with  regard  to  the 
circumftances  of  his  misfortune,  but 
remained  in  a  fhange  confufion  of 
thoughts.  Should  he  have  recourfe 
to  Blanche,  flie  was  too  much  con- 
cerned in  the  truth,  for  him  to  expeft 
an  explanation  from  her.  He  there- 
fore, refolved  to  go  and  open  his 
heart  to  Leontio,  after  having  dif- 
mifled  his  fervants  ;  telling  them, 
that  he  thought  he  had  heard  a  noife 
in  his  chamber,  but  was  mirtaken. 
He  met  his  father-in-law  coming  out 
of  his  apartment,  at  the  dilturbnnce 
he  had  heard,  and  recounted  to  him 
what  had  happened,  with  all  the 
marks  of  extreme  agitation  and  pro- 
found grief. 

'  Siffredi  was  furprized  at  the  adven- 
ture, which,  tho'  it  did  not  feem  na- 
tural, he  neverthelefs  believed  ;  and 
thinking  that  the  king's  love  was  ca- 
pable of  any  thing,  was  very  much 
afflicted  with  that  confideration.  But 
far  from  flattering  the  jealous  fufpi- 
cions of  his  fon-in-law,  he  repie- 
fented  to  him,  with  an  air  of  affu- 
rance,  that  the  voice,  which  he 
thought  he  heard,  and  the  fword 
that  was  oppofed  to  his,  could  be  no 
other  than  phantoms  of  an  imagi- 
nation, milled  by  jealoufy  j  for  it 
was  impoflible  that  any  body  could 
have  gone  into  his  daughter's  cham- 
ber ;  that  with  regard  to  the  melan- 
choly which  he  had  obferved  in  his 
wife,  it  might  be  occafioned  by  fome 
indifpofition  j  that  honour  ought  not 
to  be  anfwcrable  for  the  viciifitudes 
of  temper;  that  the  change  of  con- 
dition in  a  girl  ufed  to  live  in  foli- 
tiide,  who  fees  herfclf  in  a  fudden 
delivered  to  a  man,  whom  fhe  has 
not  had  time  to  know  and  to  love. 
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*  might  be  the  caufe  of  thofe  tears, 
'  fighs,  and  that   (harp  affliction,  of 
«  which  (he  complained  ;  that  love  was 
'  not  to  be  kindlqd   in  maidens  of  a 

*  noble  birth,  by  any  other  means  than 

*  time  and  afllduityj    for  which   rea- 
'  fons  he  exhorted  him  to  calm  his 
'  difquiet,  redouble  his  tendernefs  and 

<  care,  in  order  to  difpofe  Blanche  to 
'  become  more  fenfible  of  his  merit  j 
'  and  intreated  him  to  return  to  his 

<  chamber,  being  perfuaded  that  his 
'  uneafmefs  and  diftruft  were  injuries 

<  done  to  the  virtue  of  his  wife. 

*  The  Conftable  made  no  anfwer  to 

*  the  remonftrances  of  his  father- in - 
'  law  :    whether   he   really  began   to 

*  think  that  he  might  have  been  im- 
'  pofed  upon    by  the  diforder  of  his 

*  mind,  or  judged  it  a  wifer  courfe  to 
'  diifemble,    than  to   undertake,    in 

*  vain,  to  convince  the  old  man  of  an 
'  event  fo  void  of  all  probability,    he 

*  returned  to  his  apartment,  lay  down 
'  by  his  wife,  and  tried  to  obtain,  by 
'  (leep,  fome  refpite  from  his  difquiet. 

*  Blanche,  on  her  fide,  was  no  lels  un- 
'  eafy  than  he  ;  me  had  but  too  well 

*  heard  that  which  alarmed  her  hul- 
'  band,  and  could  not  confider  as  an 
'  iilufion,  an  adventure,  the  fecretand 
'  motives  of  which  flie  knew.     Sur- 
'  prized  that  Henriquez  mould  feek  to 
'  introduce   himfelf   into    her  apart- 
'  ment,     after    having    fo    folemnly 

*  pledged  his  faith  to  Conftance,  in- 

*  llead    of  approving   or  feeling  the 
'  lead  glimpfe  of  joy  at  -this  ftep,  (he 
'  looked   upon   it  as  a  new  outrage, 
'   and   her  heart  was  incenfed  againft 

*  him. 

«  While  the  daughter  of  Siffredi, 
'  prejudiced  againft  the  young  king, 
1  believed  him  the  moft  unfaithful  of 

*  men,  that  unhappy  prince,   more  in 
'  love  than  ever,  wilhed  for  an  inter- 

*  view  with  Blanche,  in  order  to  en- 
'  courage  her  againft  the  appearances 
'  that   condemned    him.     He    would 
'  have  come  iboner  to   Belmont  for 

that  purpofe,  had  he  been  permitted 
1  by  the  multiplicity  of  bufmefs  in 
1  which  he  was  neceflarily  engaged  j 
1  but  he  could  not  fteal  'away  from 
'  court  before  that  night.  He  was 

*  too  well  acquainted  with  all  the  pri- 
'  vate  corners  of  a  place  where  he  had 
1  been  educated,  to  be  under  any  diffi- 
f  culty  of  getting  unfeen  into  Sirfredi's 


caftle  ;  and  he  (till  kept  the  key  of  a 
private  door  that  belonged  to  the 
garden,  through  which  he  got  into 
his  old  apartment,  from  whence  he 
palfed  into  the  chamber  of  Blanche. 
You  may  imagine  the  aftonifhment 
of  that  prince,  when  he  found  a  man 
there,  and  felt  a  (word  oppofed  to 
his  own.  He  had  well  nigh  difco- 
vered  himfelf,  and  punifhed  on  the 
fpot  the  audacious  wretch,  who  durlt 
lift  his  facrilegious  hand  againft  his 
lawful  kingj  but  the  refpect  he 
owed  to  Leontio's  daughter  fufpend- 
ed  his  refentment:  he  retired  in 
the  fame  manner  he  had  entered ; 
and,  more  afflicted  than  ever,  took 
the  road  to  Palermo  j  where,  arriv- 
ing fome  moments  before  day,  he 
(hut  himfelf  up  in  his  apartment. 
But  the  agitation  of  his  fpirits  depriv- 
ing him  of  his  reft,  he  refolved  to  re- 
turn to  Belmont ;  Ins  fafety,  honour, 
and  above  all,  his  love,  not  permit- 
ting him  to  remain  longer  ignorant 
of  the  leaft  circumflance  of  fuch  a 
cruel  adventure. 

*  It  was  no  fooner  day  than  he  com- 
manded his  hunting  equipage  to  be 
got  ready  j  and,  under  pretence  of 
taking  that  diverfion,  rode  far  into 
the  foreft  of  Belmont,  attended  by 
his  fportfmen  and  fome  comrtiers. 
He  followed  the  chace  fome  time, 
the  better  to  conceal  his  defign  ;  and 
when  he  faw  every  one  eagerly  en- 
gaged at  the  heels  of  the  houm'ls,  he 
Separated  himfelf  from  them,  and, 
all  alone,  took  his  way  to  Leo  r.tio's 
caftle.  He  was  too  well  acqu  Tinted 
with  the  paths  of  the  foreft,  1:0  lofe 
himfelf;  and  his  impatience  not  per- 
mitting him  to  fpare  his  hoife,  he  in 
a  little  time  over-run  the  d iftance 
that  feparated  him  from  the  object 
of  his  love.  He  was  juft  indenting 
fome  plauflhle  pretext  to  procure  for 
hiiiifelf  a  private  interview  with  the 
daughter  of  Siffredi,  when,  eroding 
a  fmall  road  that  led  by  on<:  of  the 
p&rk  gates,  he  perceived,  h.ard  by, 
two  women,  fitting  in  c lofe  con verfa- 
tion  at  the  root  of  a  tree.  As  he 
did  not  doubt  that  theie  per  Tons  be- 
longed to  the  caftle,  the  fight  of 
them  railed  within  him  fo  nie  emo- 
tion j  but  hie  was  much  more  tran- 
fported,  whiui  tb>e  women,  turning 
towards  him,,  at  the  no:iie  of  his 
*  horie's 
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«  horfe's  feet,  he  knew  one  of  them  to 

*  be  his  dear  Blanche,  who  had  efcaped 
'  from  the  caftle  wiih  Nifa,   one    of 

*  her  women,  who  enjoyed  rhegreateft 
'  fhare  of  her  confidence,  to  bewail  her 

*  misfortune  at  full  liberty. 

<  He  flew;  he  threw  himfeif  head- 
«  long  (if  I  may  ufe  the  expreflion) 
«.at  her  feet;  and  perceiving  in  her 
'  eyes  all  the  marks  of  the  moft  pro- 

*  found  affliction,  was   melted  at  the 

*  fight.     "  Fair  Blanche,"   faid  he, 
"  fufpend  the  emotions  of  your  grief  j 
*'  appearances,  Iconfefs,  reprefentme 
•'  guilty  to  your  eyes:   but  when  you 
"  are  made  acquainted  with  the  defign 
"  which  I  have  formed  in  your  be- 
"  half,  that  whiclV  you  now  look  up- 
"  on  as  a  crime,  will  appear  to  you  a 
*{  proof  of  my  innocence  and  cxcefs 
"  of    love."      Thefe    words,    which 
'  Henri^uez  thought  capable  of  mode- 
'  rating,  ferved  only  to  redouble  the 
'   affliction    of  Blanche,    who   would 

*  have  anfwered    him,    had    not   her 

*  voice    been    choaked    up    with     her 
'  f)ghs.     The  prince,    aftonifiied  with 
'  her  diforder,  laid,  "  How,  Madam! 
*'  can't  I,   then,   calm  your  difquiet? 
**  By   what   misfortune    have    I    loft 
"  your  confidence?  I,  who  hazard  my 
"  crown,  and  even  my  life,  to  keep 
(c  rnyf.-lf  yours  !"     It  was  then  that 

*  the' daughter  of  SiffVedi,  making  an 

*  effort    to   explain    herfelf,     replied) 
"    Sir,  your  promifes  are  now  unfea- 
'*  fonable.      Nothing  henceforth  can 
"  bind  my  deitiny  to  yours.'' — "  Ah, 
"  Blanche!"   faid  Hennquer,    inter - 
'  ruptitig  her  with   warmth,  "  what 
tl  cru;l  words  are  thefe  I  hear!    Who 
•<   dii  >.s    ravifh    you    from   my   love? 
"  Who   dares   oppofe   the    fury  of   a 
*c  king,  who  would  put  all  Sicily  in 
"  fbmts,  rather  than  fufFcr  you  to  he 
"   torn  from  his  hopss  ?" — "  All  your 

powers,    Sir,"    anfwered    Sitiredi's 
daughter,  in  a  languishing  manner, 
cannot    remove    the    oblracles    by 
which  we    are   fc-pirated — I  am  the 
Con  (cable's  wife!" — "  The  Confta- 
ble's  v.'ife!"  cried  the  prince,  dag- 
gering backward,  and  unable  to  go 
on.     He  wis  confounded  and  ovcr- 
whelnit  I   by  this  unexpected  blow  : 
his    ftrtngth    forfook   him,    and   he 
dropped  down    at  the  root  of  a  tree 
that  grew  behind  him.     Pale,  trem- 
blin/,  nhd  deprefTed,  he  had  nothing 
:..ut  lus  eyes,  which  he  fixed  up- 


'  on  Blanche,  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
'  gave  her  to  understand  how  deeply 
'  affected  he  was  with  the  unhappy  ti- 
'  dings  (he  had  declared.  She,  on  the 

*  other  hand,  looked  upon  him  with 

*  an  air  which  convinced  him  that  her 
'  emotions  were  little  different  from 
'  thofe  he  felt ;  and  thefe  two  unfor- 

*  tunate    lovers    prcferved,     between 

*  them,  a  filence  that  had  fomethin^ 
'  terrible  in  it.    At  length,  the  prince, 
'  recollecting  himfeif  a  little,  by  an 
'  effort  of  his   courage,  refumed  the: 

*  difcourfe,  and  faid  to  Blanche,  with 
'  a    figh,    '*   What  have   you   done, 
"  Madam  !  Your  credulity  has  ruined 
*'  me,  and  undone  yourfelf  !" 

*  Blanche,  piqued  at  the  prince's 
'  feeming  to  upbraid  her,  when  fhe. 
'  thought  /he  had  much  more  caufeto 
s  complain  of  him,  replied,  "  What, 
"  Sir  !  do  you  add  diflimulation  to 
"  infidelity?  Would  you  have  me 
"  difcredit  my  own  eyes  and  ears,  and 
"  believe  you  innocent,  in  fpite  of 
"  the  evidence  of  my  fenfes  ?  No,  Sir  I 
"  I  own  myfelf  incapable  of  fuch  an 
"  effort  of  reafon." — "  Neverthelefs, 
"  Madam/'  anfwered  the  king,  "  you 
*'  are  impofed  upon  by  thefe  very 
"  witneffes  which  feem  fo  faithful  j 
**  even  they  have  afiifted  in  betraying 
"  you  j  and  that  I  am  innocent  and 
"  faithful,  is  no  lefs  true,  than  that 
"  you  are  the  Conliabie's  wife."— 
"  Ho-w,  Sir  !"  faid  (lie,  ««  did  1  not 
t  hear  you  confirm  to  Conftance  the 
'  prefent  of  your  hand  anil  heart  ? 
'  Have  you  not  injured  the  nobles  of. 

*  the  kingdom,    that  you  would  ful- 
'  fil  the  conditions  of  the  late  king's 

*  will  ?  and  has  not   the  princefs  re- 
'  ceived  the  homage  of  your  new  fub- 
'  jecls,     in    quality    of    queen,    and 
'  fpoufe    of  Henriquez  ?    Were  my 

eyes  then  bewitched  ?  Say,  fay  ra-> 
"  ther,  unfaithful  prince!  that  you 
"  did  not  think  Blanche  ought  to  ba- 
"  lance  in  your  heart  theintereft  of  a 
"  throne  !  and,  without  (looping  to 
'*  feign  a  paflion  that  you  no  longer 
"  feel,  and  perhaps  never  felt,  con- 
"  fefs  that  the  crown  of  Sicily  ap- 
"  pcared  to  you  more  fixed  with  Con- 
"  fiance  than  with  Lcontio's  daugh- 
"  ter  !  You  are  in  the  right,  Sir  :.  a 
"  fliining  throne  was  no  more  my  due, 
"  than  the  heart  of  a  prince  fuch  as 
"  you  are.  I  was  too  vain,  in  pre- 
««  tending  to  cither  3  but  you  ought 

«<  not 
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««  not  to  have  indulged  me  in  my  er- 
««  r6r.  You  know  the  alarms  I  felt 
"  on  account  of  lofmg  you  }  a  mis- 
"  fortune  that  then  feemed  to  me  al- 
"  moft  inevitable.  Why  did  you  en- 
•'  courage  me  with  hope  ?  Would  to 
**  Heaven  my  fears  had  not  been  dif- 
««  fipated  1  I  mould  have  accufed  for- 
"  tune,  not  youj  and  you  would  have, 
«'  at  leaft,  preferved  my  heart,  though 
t(  at  the  expence  of  a  hand  which  no 
'*  other  mould  ever  have  obtained  ! 
"  It  is  now  no  time  to  juftify  yourfelf ! 
"  lamtheConftable'swife  $  and,  that 
*«  I  may  fpare  myfelf  the  coniequence 
'*  of  a  converfation  that  makes  my 
"  glory  blufh,  give  me  leave,  Sir,  with- 
"  out  failing  in  that  refpecl  which  I 
««  owe  you,  to  quit  the  prefence  of  a 
"  prince  whom  I  am  no  longer  at  li- 
««  berty  to  hear."" 

'   So  faying,  (he  left  Henriquez  with 
'  as  much  hafte  as   her  prefent  weak 
*  condition   would    allow.      "  Stop, 
«<  Madam  !"  cried  he,  "  and  do  not 
*'  drive  to  defpair  a  prince,  who  will 
*"*  rather  overturn  that  throne  which 
'*  you  upbraid  him  with  having  pre- 
*'  f erred   to  you,  than  fulfil  the  ex- 
c  peclation  of  his  new  iubjefts  !"— 
"  That  facrifice,"  faid  Blanche,  «  is 
'*  at  prefent  vain.     While  I  am  mar- 
'*  ried  to  the  Conftable,  thefe  generous 
**  tranfports  will  not  avail  :  fmce  T  am 
"  then   no  longer  at  liberty,  it  is  of 
««  fmall  importance  to  me  that  you  re- 
duce  Sicily   to  ames,  or  to  whom 
you  give  your  hand  !  If  I  have  been 
44  weak  enough  to  let  my  heart  be  fur- 
prized,  I  fhall  at  leaft  have  fortitude 
"  enough  to  ftifle  it's  emotions,  and 
**  let  the  new  King  of  Sicily  lee,  that 
the  Conftable's  wife  is  no  longer  the 
««  loverof  Pi ince  Henriquez  !"     When 
ihe  pronounced  thefe   words,  being 
clofe  to  the  park-gate,  me  entered  it 
of  a  fudden  with  Nifa  ;  and,  locking 
it  on  the   other  fide,  left   the  prince 
overwhelmed  with  forrow.  He  could 
not   recover  the  blow  which  Blanche 
had  fgiven  him,  by  the    account  of 
her  marriage.    "    Unjuft  Blanche  !" 
cried  he,  "  you  have  loft  all  remem- 
brance of  our  mutual  engagement  ! 
In  fpite  of  our  reciprocal  vows,  we 
are  for  ever  parted  j  and    the  idea 
which   I  had  cherifhed  of  poiTcfling 
your  charms,    was  no  more  than  a 
vain  illuiion  I  Ah.  cruel  maid !  how 


"  dearly  did  I  buy  your  approbation 
"  of  my  flame  !" 

'  Then  the  image  of  his  rival's  hap- 
pinefs  prefented   itfelf  to  his  fancy, 
with  all  the    horrors    of    jealoufy  ; 
which  tookfuch  full  pofleffion  of  his 
foul  for  fome  moments,  that  he  was 
on  the  point  of  facrificing  the  Con- 
ftable, and  even  Siffredi  himfelf,  to 
his    refentment.     Reafon,  however, 
by  degrees,  allayed  the  violence  of  his 
tranfports  :   but  the  impofllbility  he 
perceived  of  baniming  from  Blanche 
the  impreffions  flie  retained  of  his 
infidelity,     threw   him    again    into 
defpair.     He  flattered  himfelf  witli 
the  hopes  of  effacing  them,  provided 
he  could  converfe  with  her  at  liberty  2 
for  which    purpofe,    judging  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  remove  the  Conftable,  he 
relblved  to   have  him  apprehended, 
as    a  perfon  fufpected  of  defigns  a- 
gainft   the   ftate.      He   accordingly- 
charged  with  this  office  the  captain  of 
his  guard  ;  who,  repairing  to  Bel- 
mont,  fecuredhis  perfon  in  the  twi- 
light,   and  brought  him  prifoner  to 
the  caftle  of  Palermo. 
*  This   incident  filled  all  Belmont 
with  confternation.     SifFredi  fet  out 
immediately  tu  offer  himfelf  to  the 
king,  as  iecurity  for  his  fon-in-law, 
and  to  reprefent  the  troublefome  con- 
fequence   of  fuch  an    arreft.     The 
prince,  who  expecled  this  ftep  of  his 
minifter,  and  who  was  refolved,  at 
all  events  to  obtain  a  free  interview 
with  Blanche,  before  the  Conftable 
mould  be  releafed,  had  exprefsly  or- 
dered, that  no  perfon  whatever  mould 
fpeakwith  him  till  next  day.     But 
Leontio,  notwithftanding  this  order, 
finding  means  to  get  accefs    to  the 
king's  chamber,    pre'ented    himfelt" 
before  him,  faying,   "  Sir,  if  a  loyal 
:  and  refpeclful  fubjeil  maybe  allow- 
:  ed  to  complain  of  his  m after,  I  am 
'  come  to  complain  of  you   to  your- 
!  felf.     What  crime  has  my  fon-ia- 
1  law  committed  ?  Has  your    ma  jetty 
1  duly  reflected  on  the  eternal  reproach. 
'  you   have    fixed   upon   my  family : 
1  and  on  the  confequences  of  an   im- 
'  prifonment,which  may  alienate  from 
your  fervice  the  hearts  of  thole  who 
fill  the  mofc  important  poll*  of  the 
"  realm  ?"— "  I  have    certain    intei- 
fl  ligence,"   replied   the  king,  *'  that 
"  ths   Cgnltabl^    ca^rii*    oa    a    cci- 
**  mir.a. 
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«'  minal  correfpondence  with  the  In- 
*'  fant  Don  Pedro." — "  Criminal  cor- 
"  relpondence  !"*  cried  Leontio,  with 

*  furprize  j"  do  not  believe  it.     Your 
*'  majelty  is    impofed  upon  j  treafon 
*'  never  entered  ihefamily  of  Si  fired  i  ; 
*'  and  the  Conftablc's  being  my  fon- 
*'  in-law,  is  enough  to  fcreen  him  from 
«<  all  fulpicion.     The  Conftable  is  in- 
€<  nocent ;  but  other  fecret  views  have 
"  induced  you  to  arreft  him.'* 

"  Since  you  talk  to  me  fo  freely/' 

*  replied   the  king,  "  I  will  fpeak  to 
*'  you  in  the  fame  manner.    You  com- 
"  plain  of  the  Conitable's  being  im- 
"  prifoned.     What!  have  I  not  more 
et  caufe  to  complain  of  your  cruelty? 
"  It  is  you,  barbarous  Siffredi !   whp 
"  have  robbed   me  of  my  quiet,   and 
«  reduced  me,  by  your  officious  cares, 
<f  to  a  condition  that  makes  me  envy 
"  the  loweft  of  mankind  !  But  do  not 
"  flatter  yourfelf  that  I  will  enter  into 
*'  your  fchemes  :    my  marriage  with 
"  Conftance  is  reiblved  upon  in  vain!" 
— u  How,  Sir!"  cried  Leontio,  trem- 

*  bling  ;  "  can  you  refufe  to  marry  the 
*'  princefs,  after  having  flattered  her 
*c  with  that  hope  before  your  whole 
«'  people?" — c<  If  I  deceive  their  ex- 
"  peclation/'  replied  the  king,    "  a- 
««  i'cribe  it  folely  to  yourfelf.     Why 
<{  did  you  lay  me  under  a  neceflity  of 
*'  promiiing  that  which  I  could  not 
"  perform  ?    Who  compelled  you  to 
"  fill    a  paper,    which  I   gave    your 
"  daughter,  with  the  name  of  Con- 
'*  ftance?  You  was  not  ignorant  of  my 
*'  intention  j    you  tyrannized  over  the 
"  heart  of  Blanche,   in   making  her 
"c  marry  a  man  whom  me  did  not  love. 
*'  But  what  right  had  you  to  difpofe 
"  of  mfne,   in  favour   of  a   princefs 
•{  whom  I  hate  ?  Have  you  forgot  that 
"  fhe  is    the  daughter  of  that  cruel 
*'  Mathilda,  who,  trampling  under  her 
"  feet  all  the  ties  of  blood  and  huma- 
"  nity,   made  my  father  breathe  his 
*'  laft,  under  all  the  rigours  of  capti- 
"  vity  ?  And  fhall  I  efpoufe  her  ?  No, 
"  Sitfredi  !  lay  afide  that  hope.     Be- 
"  fore  you  fee  the  torch  of  thefe  dire- 
"  ful    nuptials   lighted,   you  will  fee 
"  all   Sicily  in  flames,  and  it's  ames 
"  quenched  in  blood  !" 

"  What  do  I  hear  !"  cried  Leontio. 
'*  Ah,  Sir!  what  a  profpecl  have  you 
•'  ftiewn  me!  what  terrible  threats! 
"  But  I  aiu  unfeafonably  alarmed," 
he,  in  another  tonej  "  you 


"  love  your  fubjecls  too  well,  to  en- 
**  tail  upon  them  fuch  mileiy.  You 
"  will  not  allovr  yourfelf  to  be  ovcr- 
t(  come  by  love  !  You  will  not  tar- 
«{  ni(h  your  virtues  with  the  weakneffes 
'*  of  ordinary  men  !  Jf  I  have  beftow- 
**  ed  my  daughter  on  the  Conltable,  it 
*c  was  done,  Sir,  with  a  view  of  ac- 
"  quiring  for  your  majefty  a  valiant 
"  fubjefl,  who  can  fupport  with  Iii3 
"  arm,  and  the  troops  which  are  at  his 
11  difpofal,  your  interelt  againft  that  of 
"  the  Prince  Don  Pedro.  I  thought, 
"  that  in  attaching  him  to  my  family, 
"  by  fuch  intimate  ties — "  ««  Ha!  thefe 
"  are  the  ties,"  cried  the  Prince  Hen- 
'  riquez,  "  thefe  are  the  fatal  ties  that 
'*  have  undone  me  !  Cruel  friend  !  why 
**  did  you  infliil  fuch  a  heavy  ftioke 
"  upon  fne  !  Did  I  order  you  to  ma- 
*'  nage  my  concerns  at  the  expence  of 
"  my  heart  ?  Why  did  you  not  leave 
"  me  to  fupport  my  rights  by  myfelf  ? 
"  Did  I  want  courage  to  reduce  thofe 
"  who  mould  rebel  againft  me,  I 
4<  mould  have  known  how  to  punifh 
"  the  Conftable,  had  he  difobeyed  me. 
"  I  know  that  kings  ought  not  to  be 
"  tyrants,  and  that  the  happinefs  of 
"  their  people  fliould  be  their  chief 
'*  aim  ;  but  muft  they  therefore  be  the 
"  Haves  _.f  their  fubje&sj  and  from  the 
tl  moment  that  Heaven  chufes  them  to 
<c  govern,  lofe  the  right  that  nature 
"  grants  to  all  men,  of  difpofing  their 
"  affeaions  as  they  pleafe  ?  Ah !  if 
"  they  muft  not  enjoy  the  privilege  of 
"  the  lovveft  clafs  of  mortals,  take 
"  back,  Siffredi,  that  fovereign  power, 
"  which  you  would  confirm  at  the  ex- 
"  pence  of  my  repofe  !" 

"  You  know  very  well,  Sir,"  re- 
«  plied  the  minifter,  "  that  your  mar- 
*c  riage  with  the  princefs  was,  by  the 
"  late  king,    made  the   condition  of 
*'  your   fucceffion    to  the   crown."— 
"  And  what  right,"  anfwered  Henri- 
'  quez,  "  had  he  to  cftablifh  that  dif- 
<c  pofition  ?    Had  he  received  fuch  an 
"  unworthy  law,  when  he  fuccecded 
<f  to  his  brother  King  Charles  ?  And 
"  how  came  you  to  be  fo  weak,  as  to 
11  fubmit  to  the  unjuft  condition  ?  For 
«'  an'  high-chancellor,  mcthinks  you 
"  are  very  ill  informed  of  our  ci." 
"  In  a  word  ;  though  I  have  pr«. 
"  my  hand  to  Conltance,  it  was  not  a 
•«'  voluntary  engagement,   thei. 
"  do  not  intend  to  keep  my  \vor.l 
*<  it  Don  Pedro,  from  my  refufal,  con- 
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**  tetves  the  hope  of  mounting  my 
<c  throne,  without  engaging  the  people 
'*  in  a  quarrel,  which  might  coft  too 
"  much  blood,  let  the  fword  decide, 
**  in  fingle  combat,  which  of  us  is 
"  moft  worthy  to  reign."  Leontio, 
1  not  daring  to  vrge  him  any  farther^ 
'  contented  himfelf  with  a/king,  on  his 

*  knees,  the  enlargement  of  his  fon-in- 
'  law,  which  he  obtained*     "  Go," 

*  faid  the  king  to  him  j   "  return  to 
"  Belmont)  whither  the  Conftable  will 
"  foon  follow  you.'*  The  minifter  went 

*  away,  and  got  back  to  Belmont,  per- 
'  fuaded  that  his  fon-in-law  would  not 
'  be  long  behind  him.     But  in  this  he 
'  was  miftaken  :    Henriquez  refolved 

*  to  fee  Blanche  that  night,  and  there- 

*  fore  deferred  the  releafe  of  her  huf* 

*  band  till  next  day. 

'  Meanwhile,    the    Conftable  was 
*'  tortured  with  the  moft  cruel  reflec- 

*  tions  :  his  imprifonment  had  opened 
*.  his  eyes,  with  regard  to  the  true  caufe 
'  of  his  misfortune  j  he  therefore  a- 

*  bandoned  himfelf  entirely  to  his  jea- 
'  loufy,  and  renouncing  the  allegiance 

*  he  had  hitherto  fo  commendably  pre- 

*  ferved,    breathed  nothing  but  ven- 
'  geance.     As  he  concluded  that  the 

*  king  would  not  fail  of  being  with 

*  Blanche  that  night,  in  order  to  fur- 

*  prize  them  together,  he  begged  the 

*  governor  of  the  caftle  of  Palermo  to 

*  let  him  go  out ;  affuring  him  that  he 
c  would  return  to  prifon  next  morning 
c  before  day*    The  governor,  who  was 

*  entirely  devoted  to  him,  confented  to 
c  this  the  more  eafily,  as  he  knew  that 
'  Siffredi  had  already  obtained  his  li- 

*  berty,  and  even  furnifhed  him  with  a 
'  horfe  to  carry  him  to  Belmont  j  where 

*  the  Conftable  being  arrived,  he  tied 
'  his  horfe  to  a  tree,  entered  the  park 
c.  by  a  little  door,  of  which  he  had  the 

*  key,  and  was  fo  lucky  as  to  get  into 

*  the    caftle   unperceived*       He   went 
'  ftraight  to  the  apartment  of  his  wife, 
'  and  concealing  himfelf  in  an  anti- 
'  chamber,  behind  a  fcrecn  which  he 
e  found  there,  purpofed  to  obferve  from 
'  thence  all  that  fhould  pafs,  and  to  ap- 

*  pear  fuddenly  in  Blanche's  chamber, 
«  at  the  leaft  noife    he   mould    hear. 

*  While  he  was  in  this  fituation,  he 
4  faw  Nifa  come  out  from  her  miftrefs, 
c  and  retire  to  the  clofet  where  ihe 

*  lay. 

'  Siffredi's  daughter,  who  had  eafily 

*  difcerned  the  motive  of  her  hufband's 


imprifonment,  concluded,  that  ha 
would  not  return  that  night  to  Bel- 
montj  although  her  father  had  toU 
her,  the  king  aflured  him  the  Con- 
ftable would  fet  out  foon  after  him. 
She  did  not  doubt  that  Henriquez 
would  take  the  advantage  of  ihat 
conjuncture  to  vifit  and  converfe  with 
her  at  liberty;  and>  in  this  opinion, 
me  waited  for  the  prince,  in  order  to 
reproach  him  with  an  aclion  which 
might  have  terrible  confequences  ia 
regard  to  her.  Accordingly,  in  a 
little  time  after  Nifa  had  withdrawn, 
the  partition  opened,  and  the  king 
came  and  threw  himfelf  at  Blanche's 
feet,  faying,  "  Madam,  do  not  con- 
demn before  you  have  givexi  me  the 
hearings  if  I  have  ordered  the  Con- 
ftable to  be  imprifoned,  confider  that 
it  was  the  only  means  I  had  left  to 
juftify  myfelf  j  therefore  impute  that 
artifice  to  yourfelf  alone*  Why  did 
you,  this  morning,  refufe  to  hear 
me?  Alas!  to-morrow  your  huf- 
band  will  be  enlarged,  and  I  fhalfc 
never  have  an  opportunity  of  fpeak- 
ing  to  you  again*  Hear  me  then, 
for  this  laft  time  :  if  the  lofs  of  you. 
makes  me  the  moft  forlorn  of  man- 
kind, at  leaft  grant  me  the  melan- 
choly confolation  of  convincing  you, 
that  my  infidelity  is  not  the  caufe  of 
my  misfortune  j  for  though  I  con- 
firmed to  Conftance  the  offer  of  my 
hand,  it  was  what  I  could  not  dif- 
penfe  with  doing,  in  the  fituation  to 
which  your  father  had  reduced  me» 
There  was  a  neceffity  for  my  deceiv- 
ing the  princefs,  for  your  intereft 
as  well  as  my  own,  in  order  to  fe- 
cure  to  you  the  crown  as  well  as  the 
perfon  of  your  lover.  >  This  I  flat- 
tered myfelf  with  accompli ming, 
and  had  already  taken  meafures  to 
break  that  fatal  engagement :  but 
you  have  deftroyed  my  plan  j  andt 
by  giving  yourfelf  away  too  incon— 
fiderately,  laid  up  a  fund  of  eternal 
forrow  for  two  hearts,  which  might 
have  been  rendered  happy  by  the 
moft  inviolable  love !" 
'  He  ended  this  complaint  with  fuck 
vifible  marks  of  real  defpair,  that 
Blanche  was  touched  with  his  con- 
dition, and  no  longer  doubted  hja 
innocence,  which  at  raft  gave  her 
fome  joy  j  but  afterwards,  ftung  with 
the  consideration  of  her  raisfottunfe, 
Ah,  Sir  I"  faid  me  tQ  the  prince, 
S  ««  after 


132 


ADVENTURES    OF    GIL    BLAS. 


'*  after  the  cruel  determination  of  our 
"  fate,  you  increafe  my  affliction,  by 
"  letting  me  know  that  you  were  not 
«<  guilty!  What  have  I  done?  Unfor-' 
"  tunate  that  I  am  !  my  refentment 
*'  has  betrayed  me  !  I  thought  myfelf 
tf  abandoned  ;  and,  in  revenge,  accept- 
«'  ed  of  the  Conftable's  hand,  which 
"  was  prefented  by  my  father !  I  am 
*c  guilty  of  the  crime,  and  have  been 
"  the  caufe  of  our  mutual  mi/hap  ! 
'*  Alas  !  while  I  accufed  you  of  hav- 
**  ing  deceived  me,  it  was  I,  too  cre- 
•'  dulous  lover  !  it  was  I  who  broke 
"  thofe  bonds  which  I  had  fworn  to 
**  keep  for  ever  inviolate !  Revenge 
ff  yourfelf,  Sir,  in  your  turn.  Hate 
*'  the  ungrateful  Blanche  !  forget  her!1* 
-— "  Ah,  Madam  !"  faid  Henriquez, 
'  interrupting  her  with  a  melancholy 

*  air,  "  how  mall  I  find  means  to  tear 
"  from  my  heart  a  paffion,  which  evan 
*'  your  injuftice  cannot  extinguilh  !" 
— "  You  muft,    however,  Sir,  make 
*'  that  effort,"  replied  SiffredPs  daugh- 

*  ter,  fighing.    "  What !  are  you  ca- 
<(  pable  of  that  effort  yourfelf  ?"  faid 

*  the  king.      "  I    cannot  promife  to 
*f  fucceed,"  anfwered  fhe  j  but  I  will 
**  fpare  no  pains  in  the  endeavour."—- 
t(  Ah,  cruel  Blanche  !"  faid  theprincej 
"  you   will   eafily  forget  Henriquez, 
*'  fince  you  are  able  to  form  fuch   a 
'*  defign  1" — "  And  what  can  you  ex- 
"  peel !"  replied  me,  in  a  more  refo- 
'  lute   tone  :   "  do  you  flatter  yourfelf 
*'  that  I  will  allow  you  to  continue 
*'  your  addrefles  ?    No,  Sir  j  abandon 
*'  that  hope  !  Though  I  was  not  born 
cc  to  be  a  queen,  Heaven  never  form- 
41  ed  me  to  liflen  to-difhonourable  love. 
*f  My  huiband,  as  well  as  you,   Sir, 
t(  is  defcended  from  the  noble  houfe 
"  of  Anjou ;  and  if  my  duty  did  not 
"  raife  an  iafurmountable  obftacle  to 
"  your  gallantry,  my  glory  would  hin- 
"  der  me  from  enduring  it :  I  conjure 
"  you,  therefore,  to  retire.  We  muft 
"  fee  one  another  no  more  !"— w  Hea- 
*'  vens  !  what  barbarity  !"  replied  the 
c  king:  "Ah,  Blanche!  isitpofTible 
'*  that  you  mould  treat  me  with  fuch 
"  rigour  ?     You  do  not  think,  then, 
<«  that  youf  being  in  the  arms  of  the 
*'  Conftable,  is  enough  to  overwhelm 
'*  me  ?  you  muft  alfo  forbid  me  your 
<c  fight,  the  only  confolation    1    had 
<i  left!"  — "Fly  me,  rather!"  an- 
<  fwtred  the  daughter  of  Sitfredi,  fhed- 
.4  <Ibg  iciue  tears  j  l<  the  ii^l 


€f  one  tenderly  loves,  ceafcs  to  be  pleaf- 
'*  ing,  when  the  hope  of  pofTefTing  it 
"  is  loft.  Adieu,  Sir!  Fly  from  me  ! 
"  you  owe  that  effort  to  your  own 
"  g'o»7>  and  my  reputation  !  I  afk  it 
"  alfo  for  my  quiet :  for,  in  mort,' 
"  although  my  virtue  mould  not  be 
"  alarmed  by  the  emotions  of  my 
"  heart,  the  remembrance  of  your  ten- 
tl  dernefs  will  entail  upon  me  fucfr 
"  cruel  conflicts,  that  I  mail  fcarcc* 
"  have  ftrength  enough  to  maintain 
"  them  !" 

'  She  pronounced  thefe  ^vords  fo  paf- 
1  iionately,  that  fhe  unwittingly  over- 
'  turned  a  candleftick  which  ftood  on 
'  a  table  behind  her ;  and  the  candle 

*  g°'ng  out  'n  falling,  me  took  it  up 

*  in  order  to  light  it  again ;  for  which 
'  purpofe,  me  opened   the  door  of  the 

*  anti-chamber,  and  went  to  the  clofet 
'  of  Nifa,  who  was  not  yet  gone  to  bed. 
'  The  king,  who  waited  for  her  re - 
'  turn,    no  fooner  faw  her  approach 
'  with  the  light,  than  he  madepreflin* 
'  inftances  to  her,  that  (he  would  fuf- 
'  fer  his  attachment.     The  Conftabl6 
'  hearing  the  prince's  voice,  rufhed  into 
'  the  chamber  fword  in  hand,  almoft 
'  at  the  fame  inftant  that  his  wife  en- 
'  tered,  and  advancing  towards  Hen- 
'  riquez  with  all  the  refentment  that 

<  his  rage  infpired,  "This  is  too  much, 
"  tyrant!"  cried  he  :  "  think  not  that 
"  I  am  fo  bafe  as  to  endure  the  af- 
"  front  thou  haft  done  my  honour  !"-^» 
"  Traitor!"  replied  the  king,  putting 
'  himfelf  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  "do 
"  not    imagine   that   thou    art    abfe 
"  to  execute  thy  defigns  with  impir- 
"  nity  !"    With  thefe  words,  they  bc- 

*  gan  a  combat  which  was  too  furious 

<  to  laft  long :  the  Conftable,  fearing 
'  that  Siffredi  and  his  fervants,  alarm- 
«  ed  at  the  cries  of  Blanche,  would 
'  foon  come  and  oppofe  his  vengeance, 
'  fought  without  caution.  Hisragedi- 

*  vefted  him  of  all  judgment;  he  took 
'  his  meafures  fo  ill,  that  he  run  upoh. 
'  his  adverfary's  fword,  which  enteied 

*  his  body  to  the  hilt ;  and  the  momeilt 
'  he  fell,  the  king  checked  his  indig- 
'  nation. 

*  Leontio's  daughter,  touched  wirti 

*  the  condition   in  which  me  faw  her 
'  huiband,  and  fill-mounting  the  natu- 
'  ral  icluciance  fhe  had  for  him,  thre<v 

*  herieJf  ou   the  tioor,  and   fujr 

'  him   with  the    rnoft  eag-er  concern. 

*  Bat  that  unhappy    tyoufe  was  too 

*  much 
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much  prepoflefied  again  ft  her,  to  be 

affected  with  thefe  exprefftons  of  her 

grief  and  cqmpaffion.    Death,  whofe 

approaches  he  felt,  could  not  fup- 

prefs  the  tranfports  of  his  jealoufy  : 

he  faw  nothing  in  his  laft  moments, 

but  the  happinefs  of  his  rival  j  and 

the   idea   appeared    fo   horrid,    that 

collecting  all  the    ftrength   he    had 

left,  he  lifted  the  fword  which  was 

ftill  in  his  hand,  and  plunged  it  in 

the    breaft   of    Blanche.     ""  Die  !" 

faid  he,  while  he  (tabbed  her;  "  die, 

faithlefs,  woman  !  fince  the  ties  of 

marriage  have  been  too  weak  to  pre- 

ferve  that  faith  which  you  fwore  to 

me  at  the  altar  1—  And  thou,  Henri- 

quez,"  added  he  $  "  boaft  not   of 

thy  fate.     Thou  canft  not  enjoy  my 

misfortune,  and  therefore  I  die  fa- 

tisfied.""      Having   fpoke    thus,   he 

expired  j  and  his  countenance,    co- 

vered   as  it  was  with  the   lhades  of 

death,  ftill  retained  fomething  fierce 

and  terrible.     That  of  Blanche  pre- 

fented    quite   *  -different   fpectacle. 

The  blow  Ihe  received  was  mortal  j 

fhe  fell  upon  the  body  of  her  dying 

fpoufe,  and  the  blood  of  this  inno- 

cent  victim  was  mixed  with  that  of 

her  murderer,  who  had  executed  his 

cruel  refoiution  fo  fuddenly,.that  the 

king  had  not  time  to  prevent  it's  ef- 


*  The  unfortunate    prince,    feeing 
c  Blanche   fall,  uttered   a   loud  cry  5 

*  and,  more  confounded  than  fhe,  with 

*  the  blow    that   robbed   her  of  life, 

*  haftened  to  give  her  the  fame  iuccour 
«  that  fhe  had  offered  to  the  Conftable. 
'  But  fhe  faid,  with  afaultering  voice, 
<*  Sir,    you    may    fpare   yourfelf  the 
"  trouble.     I   am   the   victim  which 
*'  unpitying  fate  demands  :  may  it  ap- 
^*  peafe  the  wrath  of  Heaven,  and  fe- 
**  cure  the  happinefs  of  your  reign  !" 
'  As  fhe  pronounced  thefe  words,  Leon- 

*  tio,  brought  thither  by  her  cries,  en- 

*  tered  the  chamber}  and,  ftruckwith 

*  the  objects  that  prefented  themfelves 
'  to  his  eyes,  became  motionlefs  where 

*  he   ftood  ;  while  Blanche,    without 

*  perceiving  him,  continuing  to  fpeak 
«  to  the  king,  faid,  "  Adieu,  prince  ; 
"  cherifh  my  memory  !  My  love  and 
44  misfortunes  claim  that  favour.  En- 
"  tertain  no  refentment  againft  my  fa- 
lt  ther.     Comfort  his  age  and  forrow, 
"  and  do  juftice  to  his  *eai.     Above 
"  all,    make  my  innocence  known, 


'33 

*'  This  is  what  I  recommend  to  you 
"  more  than  any  thing.  Adieu,  my 
"  dear  Henriquez  !  I  die — receive  my 
"  laft  breath  !" 

*  So  faying,  fhe  expired  ;  and  the 
king,  having  kept  a  melancholy  fi- 
lence  for  fome  time,  faid  to  Siffredi, 
who  was  overwhelmed  with  woe, 
'  Behold,  Leontio  !  contemplate  your 
f  own  work  j  and,  in  this  tragical 
1  event,  confider  the  fruit  of  your 
'  officious  care  and  zeal  for  me!" 
The  old  man  was  fo  penetrated  with 
forrow,  that  he  made  no  reply.  But 
why  fhould  I  pretend  to  defcribe 
thofe  things  which  no  language  can 
exprefs  !  Let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that 
both  uttered  the  moft  moving  com- 
plaints, as  foon  as  the  greatnefs  of 
their  affliction  allowed  them  the  ufe 
of  fpeech.  The  king  all  his  life  pre- 
ferved  the  moft  tender  remembrance 
of  his  miftrefs,  and  could  never  be 
prevailed  upon  to  marry  Conftance  j 
who,  being  joined  by  the  Infant 
Don  Pedro,  they  fparcd  nothing  to 
avail  ihemfelves  of  Roger's  laft  will  z 
but  they  were  at  la{t  obliged  to  yield  to 
Prince  Henriquez,whofubdued  all  his 
enemies.  As  for  Siffredi,  the  grief  he 
felt  for  having  been  the  caufe  of  fo 
many  misfortunes,  detached  him  from 
the  world,  and  rendered  his  native 
country  infupportable  to  him  :  he 
therefore  abandoned  Sicily,  and  crof- 
fmg  over  into  Spain,  with  Portia, 
the  only  child  he  had  left,  purchafed 
this  caftle,  where  he  lived  near  fifteen 
years  after  Blanche's  death,  and  had 
the  comfort,  before  he  died,  of  r°e- 
ing  Portia  fettjed  :  fhe  married  Don. 
Jerome  de  Silva,  and  I  am  the  only 
fruit  of  that  marriage.  This/  add- 
d  the  widow  of  Don  Pedro  de  Pinares ; 
is  the  hiftory  of  my  family,  and  a 
faithful  account  of  the  misfortunes 
reprefented  in  that  picture,  which 
my  grandfather  Leontio  ordered  to 
be  drawn,  as  a  monument  of  the 
fatal  adventure  to  his  pofterity.' 


CHAP.    V. 

THE    BEHAVIOUR    OF    AURORA    DE 
GUZMAN   AT    SALAMANCA. 

ORTIZ,  her  companions,  and  I, 
having  heard  this  relation,  with- 
drew,  and  left  Aurora  and  Elvira  in 
S  i  the 
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the  hall,  wb?re  they  fpent  the  reft  of 
the  day  in  converfation.  Far  from  be- 
ing tired  with  one  another,  next  day, 
\vhen  we  fet  out,  they  were  as  much 
affecled  at  parting,  as  two  friends  who 
have  long  lived  agreeably  together. 

At  lalt  we  arrived  (without  meet- 
ing any  bad  accident)  at  Salamanca  *  j 
•where  we  immediately  took  a  houfe 
ready  furnilhed,  and  Dame  Ortiz,  as 
\ve  had  concerted  it,  a/Turned  the  name 
of  Donna  Ximena  de  Guzman.  She 
Jiad  been  too  long  a  duenna,  not  to  be 
a  good  uclreisj  accordingly,  going 
tout  one  morning  with  Aurora,  a  wait- 
ing-maid, and  valet,  Ihe  repaired  to  a 
houfe  where  lodgings  were  let,  and 
where  we  understood  Pacheco  ufually 
lived.  Having  afked  if  they  had  an 
apartment  to  be  let;  they  anlwered  in 
the  affirmative,  and  mewed  her  into  one 
pretty  handfomely  furnilhed  j  which 
(he  hired  immediately,  giving  earneft 
to  the  landlady,  and  telling  her  that 
it  wasdefigped  for  one  of  her  nephews^ 
who  was  coming  from  Toledo  to  ftu- 
cly  at  Salamanca,  and  would  arrive 
that  very  day. 

The  duenna  and  my  miftrefs  having 
ftcured  this  lodging,  went  home  again  } 
and  the  fair  Aurora,  without  lofing 
time,  transformed  herfelf  into  a  cava- 
lier, covering  her  black  hair  with  a 
light-coloured  tour,  painting  her  eye- 
brows of  the  lame  complexion,  and 
adjulHng  herfelf  in  fach  a  manner  as 
that  (he  might  very  well  pafs  for  a 
young  nobleman.  Her  carriage  was 
free  and  eafy  j  and,  excepting  her  face, 
•which  was  a  little  top  handfome  for  a 
man,  nothing  could  poffibly  betray  her 
difguife:  her  maid,  who  was  to  ferve 
in  quality  of  a  page,  took  the  drefs 
al/b  j  and  we  were  under  no  apprehen- 
fion  of  her  ill-afting,  for  flie  had  a 
good  modeft  aflurance  in  her  air,  which 
\vas  very  well  adapted  for  the  part  (he 
\vas  to  play.  In  the  afternoon,  thefe 
two  actreffes  bting  in  a  condition  to 
appear  on  the  ftage,  (that  is,  in  the 
lodging  which  had  been  taken)  I  ac- 
companied them  thifherin  a  coach, with 
all  the  baggage  we  mould  have  occa- 
{ion  for. 

The  landlady,  whofe  name  was  Ber- 
narda  Ramirez,  received  us  with  gicat 
civility,  and  conducted  us  to  our  apart- 


ment, where  we  began  to  enter  Inta 
converfation,  and  agreed  with  her  for 
our  board  by  the  month.     Then  afk« 
ing  if  me  had  a  good  many  boarders, 
/he  replied,  *   I  have  none  at  prefent. 
I  might  have  abundance,  if  I  would 
take  all  forts  of  people  :  but   J  re- 
ceive  none  but    young  noblemen ; 
and  I  expeft  one  this  evening,  who 
comes  from  Mndrid  to  finifh  his  ftu- 
dies.     His  name  is  Don  Lewis  de 
Pacheco  j    perhaps    you    may   have 
heard  of  him.' — «  No,'  laid  Aurora, 
I  know  nothing  of  him  j   and  you 
will  oblige  me  by  letting  me  know 
what  fort  of  a  man  he  is,  fince  I  am 
to   lodge   in  the  fame  houfe   with 
him.'— «  Sir/   anfwered  the  landla- 
ly,  looking  at  the  falfe  cavalier,  •  he 
is  quite  a  fine  figure,  and  pretty  much 
of  your  own  make.     Ah  !  how  hap- 
py you  will  be  in  one  another  !     By 
St.  Jago,  I  may  boaft  of  having  at 
my  houfe,  two  of  the  moft  handfome 
noblemen  in  Spain  !' — *  This  Don 
Lewis, *  replied  my    miftrefs,  *  has 
doubtlefs   a  thoufand  love-intrigues 
in  Salamanca?' — «  Yes,   I'll  allure 
you,'  faid  the  old  woman,  «  he  is  a 
brifk  gallant,   upon  my  word.     He 
has  no  more  to  do,  but  to  fhew  him- 
felf  and  conquer  j  and  among  others, 
he  has  quite  captivated  a   lady  of 
youth   and   beauty,  whofe  name   is 
Ifabella,  an,  old  lawyer's  daughter, 
who  is  fond  of  him  to  diftraclion.* 
— *  And  tell  me,  good  mother,'  cried 
Aurora,  interrupting  her  with  precipi- 
tation ;   '  is  lie  as  much  in  love  with 
'  her?1 — '  He  was,'  replied  Bernarda 
Rnmirez,  l  before  his  departure  from 
Madrid  j  but  I  know  not  if  he  retains 
his  paflion  for  her  Itill :  for  in  thefe 
points  he  is  not  much  to  be  depend- 
ed  upon  j   but    Jkips   from    woman 
to  woman,  as  all  young  gentlemen 
ufually  do.' 

The  good  widow  had  fcarce  done 
fpeaking,  when  hearing  a  noife  in  the 
court-yard,  we  looked  through  the 
window,  and  perceived  two  men  alight- 
ing from  their  horles  :  thefe  were  no 
oihcr  than  Don  Lewis  de  Pacheco  him- 
felf,  juft  arrived  from  Madrid,  with 
his  valet  tie  chambre.  Upon  which, 
the  old  woman  left  us,  in  order  to  re- 
ceive him  j  arid  my  miltrefs  prepared 


*  Salamanca,  is  one  of  the  largeft  citirs  in  Spain,  fituatcd  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
,  in  the  kingdom  of  Leon,  and  /amous  for  k'i  univcrfiiy. 
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tierfelf,  not  without  emotion,  to  play 
the  part  of  Don  Felix.  Lewis,  in  a 
fhort  time,  entered  our  apartment  in 
his  boots,  and  faluted  Aurora,  faying, 
«  Understanding  that  a  young  noble- 

*  man  of  Toledo  is  a  lodger  here,  I  beg 
«  leave  to  exprefs  my  joy  in   having 
<  him  for  a  companion.'     While  my 
miftrefs  returned  this  compliment,  Pa- 
checo  feemed  furprized  to  fee  fuch  an 
amiable  cavalier}  and  could  not  help 
telling  her,   that  he  had  never  before 
beheld  any  man  fo  handfome  and  gen- 
teelly made.     A  great  many  civilities 
pafled  on  both  fides,  after  which  Don 
Lewis  retired  to  the  apartment  allotted 
for  him. 

While  he  was  fliifting  and  drefilng, 
a  fort  of  page,  who  wanted  to  deliver 
a  letter  to  him,  meeting  Aurora  on 
the  flair-cafe  by  accident,  miftook  her 
for  Don  Lewis,  and  giving  her  the 
billet,  faid,  '  Signior  Cavalier,  though 

*  I  have  never  before  feen  Signior  Pa- 
'  checo,  I  believe  I  need  not  afk  if 
'  you  are  he  j  being  perfuaded  that  I 
'  am  not  miftaken.'— •'  No,   friend,' 
replied  my   miftrefs,   with  admirable 
prefence  of  mind;  '  you  are  affuredly 

*  not  miftaken,  and  you  acquit  your- 

*  felt"  of  your  commiiiion  furprizingly 

*  well.     I  am  Don  Lewis  de  Pache- 
'  co  j  you  may   return ;    and   I  will 
'  take   care   to  fend  an   anfwer  very 

*  foon/    The  page  difappearing,  Au- 
rora Ihut  herlelf  up  with  her  maid  and 
me,  and  opening  the  letter,  read  thefe 
words. 

*  TT7ITH  what  joy  did  I  receive 

W  '  the  news  of  your  arrival  at 
'  Salamanca !  My  tranfport  had  well 

*  nigh  got  the    better  of  my  reafon  ! 

*  But  is   Ifabella  ftill  dear  to  you  ? 
'  Make  hafte,  and  affure  her  in  perfon 

*  of  your  conftancy;   though  me  will 

*  fcarce  be  able  to  lupport  the  pleafure 

*  of  finding  you  unchanged!' 

'  This  billet,'  faid  Aurora,  «  pro- 
'  claims  the  violence  of  the  writer's 

*  paflion  j  and  the  lady  is  a  rival  not 

*  to  be  contemned.     I  muft  fpare  no- 

*  thing  to  detach  Don  Lewis  from  her, 

*  and  even  to  hinder  him  from  feeing 
'  her  :  the  undertaking,  I  own,  is  dif- 
'  ficult  j  but  nevertheiels,  I  don't  de- 
f  fpair  of  fuccefs.'     Accordingly,  my 
miitrefs    having   muftd   a    minute  or 
two,  added,  <  I'll  engage  there 


'  be  a  breach  between  rfcem  in  lefs 
«  than  four  and  twenty  hours.'  Pa- 
checo  having  taken  a  little  repofe  in  his 
own  apartment,  returned  to  ours,  and 
renewed  his  conversion  with  Aurora, 
before  fupper.  '  Signior  Cavalier,* 
faid  he  to  her,  with  an  air  of  pleafant- 
ry,  '  I  believe  the  hufbands  and  lovers 
'  will  have  no  caufe  to  rejoice  at  your 
'  airival  in  Salamanca,  but  rather  have 
'  reafon  to  be.uneafy  ;  as  for  my  own 
'  part,  I  tremble  for  my  conqueft»." 
— '  Hark'e,'  anfwered  my  miftrefs,  in 
the  fame  tone,  *  your  fear  is  not  ill- 
«  grounded.  Don  Felix  de  Mendoza 
'  is  a  formidable  man,  I  aflure  you. 

*  I  have  been  in  this  country  before, 
'  and  know  that  the  women  here  are 
'  not  infenfible.     Abort  a  month  ago, 

*  in  my  way  through  this  city,  I  ftop- 
'  pcd  here  eight  days  ;  and  I  will  tell 
'  you  in  confidence,  that  I  inflamed  an 
«  old  lawyer's  daughter.' 

I  perceived  Don  Lewis  difordered 
at  thefe  words.  *  May  one,  without 
'  being  thought  impertinent,'  faid  he, 
'  afk  the  lady's  name  ?' — *  How  !  with«- 
'  out beinir thought  impertinent!' cried 
the  pretended  Don  Felix;  '  why  mould 

*  I  make  a  myftery  of  it  to  you  ?   Do 
'  you  think   me   more  referved  than. 
1  other  noblemen   of  my  age  ?    You 

*  muft  not  do  me  fuch  injuftice.     Be- 
'  fides,  between  you  and  me,  the  ob- 
'  jecT:  does  not  deferve  fuch  delicacy. 
'  She's  only  a   pitiful  citizen;  and   a 
'  man  of  quality,  you  know,  is  never 

*  ferioufly  engroffed  by  fuch  Abigails, 
'  but  thinks  he  doth  them  an  honour 
'  in  debauching  them.     I  will,  there- 
'  fore,    without   ceremony,    acquaint 
'  you  with  the  name  of  the  lawyer's 

*  daughter,  which  is  Ifabella.' — *  And 
'  the  lawyer,'  cried  Pacheco,  interrupt- 
ing  her  with  impatience;   '  is  not  he 
'  called  Signior  Murcia  de  la  Lianna?* 
— f  The  very  fame,'  replied  my  mif- 
trefs ;  '   here  is   a  letter  which  I  re- 
'  ceived  from  her  juft  now:  you  may 
<  read  it,  and  fee  whether  or  not  the 
'  lady  has  a  kindnefs  for  me."     Don 
Lewis,  cafting  his  eyes  over  the  bil- 
let,  knew  the  hand,   and  was   itruclc 
dumb  with  confufion.     '   What  is  the 
'  matter?'  added  Aurora,  with  an  air 
of  aftoniftiment ;  '  you  change  colour  \ 

*  I  believe,  God  forgive  me  !  that  you 
'  have  fome  concern  in  this  lady.   Ah  \ 
1  how  vexed  am  I  for  having  fpokeiof 
*.  her  fo  freelv  '' 

«  I  think 
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'  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  you  for 

•  your  information  ;'  (aid  Don  Lewis, 
in  a  traniport  of  anger  and  difdain. — 

Perfidious,    fickle   creature! — Don 
Felix,  I  am  bound  to  you  for  ever.- 
You  have  extricated  me  out  of  an  er- 
ror, in  which  I  might  have  remained 
a  long  time.     1  thought  myfeif  he- 
loved — beloved,  did  I  lay  ?  believed 
myfelf  adored  by   that  Ifabella!     I 
had,    indeed,    fome    regard  for  the 
creature  ;  but  now  I  fee  (he  is  a  co- 
quette,   who  cleterves   nothing  but 
contempt/ — «  I    applaud    your  re- 
fentment,'    faid    Aurora,    feigning 
ndignation  in  her  turn  ;  '  a  lawyer's 
daughter  ought  to  think  herfelf  very 
happy  in  having  fuch  an  accompliih- 
ed   nobieman  as  you  for  her  lover. 
Her  inconltancy  is  inexcufable  ;  and, 
far  from  accepting   the  facrifice   (he 
makes  of  you,  I  intend  to  punifh  her 
by  (lighting-  her  favours.' — '  For  my 
part,'    repfied  Pacheco,  *    the  only 
vengeance  that  I  fliall  take,  is  never 
to  fee  her  again.' — '  You  are  in  the 
right,1    cried    the    falfe    Mendoza ; 
neverthelefs,    that    (he    may    know 
how  much   we  both  dcfpife   her,  I 
think  each  of  us  iliould  write  to  her 
an  infulting  letter,  which  I  will  in- 
clofe  in  one  paper,  and  (end  as  anfwer 
to   this  her   billet.     But  before  we 
proceed    to  this   extremity,    confuit 
your  heart.     Perhaps,  you  will  one 
day  repent  of  having    broke  with 
Ifabella.' — «  No,    no!1   faid    Don 
Lewis;   «   I    fliall   never  be   Co  weak} 
and,   in  the  mean  time,    confent  to 
mortify  the  ungrateful  creature  as 
you  have  propoled." 
I  was  accordingly  difpatched  for  pa- 
per,  pen  and  ink;   and  both   of  them 
let  about  compoling  very  obliging  let- 
ters  for  the  daughter  of  Bo£torMurcia 
de  Lianna.     Pacheco,    in   particular, 
could  not  find  ttrms  (hong  enough  to 
cxprcfs  his  fentiments  ;  and   tore  five 
or  fix  half-finimed  billets,  becauie  he 
thought  they  were  not  futftcienlly  fe- 
yeir.      One,   however,  he  was  latisfied 
with  at  laft;   and,    no  doubt,  he  had 
reafon  fo  to  be,  for  it  contained   thefe 
\voriis: 

EARN  to  knew  your  fe  If,  my 
pi  incefs,  and  be  no  longer  fo 
'  yam  as  to  bclu.ve  that  I  love  you. 
'  If  I  he  captivated,  it  muft  be  with 

*  other    kind    of    merit    than    yours  j 


'  which  is  fcarce  fufficient  to  amufe 
'  me  for  a  few  moments,  and  only  cal-. 
'  culated  for  diverting  the  meaneft 

*  fcholars  of  the  univerlity.' 

This  courteous  letter  being  written, 
and  Aurora  having  finifhed  her's, 
which  was  not  a  whit  milder,  flie  feal- 
ed  them  both,  and  incloiing  them  to-* 
gether,  gave  me  the  packet,  faying, 
«  There,  Gil  Bias ;  be  fur^  to  deliver 

*  this  to  Ifabella,  this  evening. — You 
'.  underhand  me?'  added  {he,  tipping 
me  the  wink,  the  meaning  of  which  I 
could  eafily  comprehend.    *  Yes,  Sir,* 
anfwered  I ;  *  the  thing  fliall  be  done 
'  to  your  wifh.* 

At  the  fame  time,  I  went  out,  and 
being    in    the  ftreet,    faid   to  myfelf, 
Oho,  Gil  Bias!  then   it  feems  you 
play  the  valet  in  this  farce.     Well, 
friend,  fiiew  that  you  have  wit  enough 
to  perform  fuch  a  fine  part.     Signior 
Don  Felix,  as  you  fee,  depends  fo 
much   on   your  undcrftanding,  that 
he  contents  hirnfelf  with  giving  yon 
a  fign  only.   Is  he  to  blame  for  that? 
No.     I   conceive   his   meaning;    he 
defii  es  that  I  mould  deliver  the  billet 
of  Don  Lewis  only.   That  is  the  in- 
terpretation of  the  fign,  than  which 
nothing  could  be  more  intelligible.* 
I  did  not  hefitare  to  open  the  packer, 
from  which  I  took  Pacheco's  letter,  and 
carried  it  to  the  houfeof  Doctor  Murcia, 
having  foon   informed  myfelf  where- 
about  he    lived.      Finding    the    little 
page  who  had  been   at  our  lodgings, 
at  the  door  ;   *  Brother,'  faid  I,  «  don't 
'  you  ferve  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Doctor 
1  Murcia  ?'    When  he  anfwered  in  the 
affirmative,  *  You  have  fuch  an  obliging 

*  phyfiognotnyv'  I  replied,  '  that  I  take 
4  the  liberty  to  defire  you  will  deliver 
'  a  love-letter  to  your  miftrefs.' 

The  page  afked  from  who  vi  I  brought 
it;  and  I  no  fooner  told  him  that" it 
came  fiomDon  Lewis  de  Pacheco,  than 
he  faid,  '  Since  it  is  fo,  follow  me. 

*  I  have  orders  to  bring  you  in.     Ifa- 
'  bella  wants  to  talk  with  you.'     I 
allowed  myiulf,  therefore,    to  be  in- 
troduced into  a  clofet,  where  I  did  not 
flay  long   before  the   lady  appeared ; 
and  I  was  ftruck  with  the  beauty  of  her 
face,  having  never  beheld   more  deli- 
cate   features.      Her  air  was   affeclsd 
and  childifh  ;  but  for  all  that,  (he  had 
walked    without    leading-ftrings     for 
thirty  good  vears  at  lealt.     «  Fiien<V 

laid 


ADVENTURES    OF    GIL    BLAS. 


faid  (lie  to  me,  with  a  fmiling  air,  <  do 
«  you  belong  to  Don  Lewis  dePacheco?' 
I  anfwered,  that  I  had  been  his  valet 
de  chambre  thefe  three  weeks;  and  then 
delivered  the  fatal  letter,  which  flie 
read  over  twice  or  thrice,  and  feemed 
to  diftrult  the  evidence  of  her  own 
fenfes.  It  is  very  certain,  flie  expected 
nothing  lefs  than  fuch  an  anfwer.  She 
lifted  up  her  eyes  towards  heaven,  bit 
her  lips,  and  for  fome  time  difco- 
vered  by  her  countenance,  the  pangs 
which  her  heart  endured.  Then,  all 
of  a  fudden,  addrefling  herfelf  to  me, 
«  Friend,'  faid  foe,  «  is  Don  Lewis 

*  run  mad  ?     Tell  me,  if  you  knowj 

<  why  he  writes  to  me  in  this  gallant 
«  ftyle.     What  demon    poffeffes  him  ? 
'  If  he  had  a  mind  to  break  with  me, 

<  could  he  not  have  done  it  without 
«  affronting  me  with  fuch  abuiive  let- 

*  ters  ?' 

'  MaHam,'  faid  I,  'my  mafteriscer- 

*  tainly  to  blame ;  but  he  was  in  fome 
«  meafure  forced  to  it.  If  you  will  pro- 

*  mife  to  keep  the  fecret,  I  will  difcover 
'  the  whole  myftery.' — '  I  do  promife,' 
faid  flie,  interrupting  me  with  precipi- 
tation j.  '  don't  be  afraid  of  my  ex- 

*  pofingyou,  but  freely  explain  your- 

<  felf.'—*  Well,   then,'    I   refumed, 

*  this  is  briefly  the  affair.     Immedi- 
«  ately  after  he  had  received  your  let- 

*  ter,  a  lady,  covered  with  a  very  thick 
'  veil,  came  to  our  lodging,  and  aflc- 

*  ingforSigniordePacheco,  fpokewith 

*  him  in  private  a  good  while;   and 

*  towards  the  clofe  of  the  converfation, 

*  I  overheard  her  fay  to  him,  "  You 
*'  fwear  to  mey  that  you  will  never  fee 
*'  her  again :  but  that  is  not  all.    You 
"  muft  alfo,  for  my  fatisfaftion,  this 
*'  inftant,  write  to  her  a  billet  which'I 
**  will  dictate,  and  this  I  exact  of  you." 
«  Don  Lewis  did  as  flie  deiired  ;  then 
'  putting  the    letter   into   my  hand, 
*'  Enquire,"  faid  he,  "  where  Doftor 
"  Murcia  de  Lianna  lives,   and  con- 
**  vey,  with  addrefs,  this  pajier  to  his 
««  daughter  Ifabella." 

«  So  that  you  fee,  Madam,'  added  I, 
4  this  difobliging  letter  is  the  work  of 

*  a  rival,  and  confequently  my  mafter 

*  is  not  fo  much  to  blame.' — <  O  Hea- 

*  ven !'  cried  ihe,  <  he  is  moi  e  fo  than 

*  I  imagined  !   His  infidelity  injures 

*  me   more    than    the    fpiteful   words 

*  which    his    hand   wrote.     Ah!    the 
«  perfidious  wretch  !  he  has  entered  in- 
«  t9  other  engagements ! — But,' added 


(he,  affuming  a  lofty  air,  <  let  him 
abandon  himfelf  to  his  new  flame 
without  con(h*aint:  I  don't  intend 
to  thwart  him.  Tell  him,  that  he 
had  no  occahon  to  infult  me,  jn 
order  to  make  me  leave  the  field  free 
to  my  rival;  and  that  I  defpife  fucli 
a  fickle  lover  too  much  to  have  the 

*  leait  defire  of   recalling   him.'     Sor 
faying,  me  difmiifed  me,   and  retired 
very  much  irritated  againft  Don  Lewis  ; 
while  I  went  away  very  well  fatisfied 
with  myfelf,  and   perfuaded  that  if  I 
mould  fet  up  for  a  genius,  I  mould 
foon  become  a  mod   dexterous  cheaf. 
I  returned  to  our  lodgings,  where  I 
found  Mendoza  and  Pachtco  at  fup- 
per,  converfing  together  as  if  they  had 
been  old  acquaintance.     Aurora,  per- 
ceiving by  my  chearful  countenance, 
that  I  had  not  acquitted  myfelf  ill  ot" 
my  commiflion;    «  So,   thou    art  re- 

*  turned,  Gil  Bias  !'  faid  me,  *  give 
'  us  an  account  of  thy  meffage.'     Be- 
ing obliged  to  truft  to  my  own  finefTe 
again,  I  told  them  that  I  had  delivered 
the   packet  with  my  own-  hand  ;  and 
that   Ifabella,  after   having   read    the 
two  billet-doux  which    it   contained, 
initead  of  feeming  difconcerted,  fell  a 
laughing,  like   one  who  had  loft  her 
fenfes;  faying,  *  Upon  my  confcience, 
'  young  noblemen  have  an  admirable 
'   ftyle!  It  muft  be  owned,  that  other 

*  people  don't  write  half  Ib  agreeably.* 
— '  A    fine   way   of    difembarraffing 

*  herfelf!'    cried    my  miftrefs ;    *  me 
'  mult    certainly   be   a    finiflied    co- 
'  quette.' — '  As   for    me,'    faid   Don 
Lewis,  *  I  mould  never  know  Ifabel- 

*  la  by  fuch  behaviour :  flie  muft  have 

*  entirely  changed  her  character  during1 
'  my  abfence.'— '  I  could    not   have 
'  thought  her  fuch  a  pei'fon,  indeed  ;* 
replied  Aurora,  '  but  we  muft  allow 
'  tliat  there  are  women  who  can  aflume 
'  a  great  many  different  (hapes  :  I  was 

*  once  in  love  with  one  of  thefe,  who 

*  made  me  her  dupe  a  long  time. — GU 

*  Bias,  you  can  tell  that  ilie  had  an  *;r 

*  of  virtue,  which  might  have  deceit'^i 
'  the   whole   world.'—*  Yes,    truly," 
faid  I,   mingling  in  the  converfation^ 
«  flie  had  a  look  that  would  have  de- 

*  coved    the    moft    wary.      I    myfelf 

*  might  have  been  trepanned  by  it.' 
The  pretended  Mendoza    and    Pa- 

checo  burft  into  a  loud  laugh,  on  hear- 
ing me  talk  thus  :  one,  becaule  I  bore 
witneft  againft  aa  imaginary  lady  5 

am 
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anil  the  other,  on  account  of  the  ex- 
prefTion  I  had  ufed.  We  continued 
difcourfing  of  women  who  have  the  art 
of  ditfembling ;  and  the  refult  of  our 
converfation  was,  that  Ifabella  was 
accufed  in  due  form,  and  convicted  of 
being  an  arrant  jilt. 

Don  Lewis  protdled  anew,   that  he 
would  never  ice  her;  and  Don  Felix, 
by  his  example,  fwore  he  would  always 
have  the  molt  perfect  contempt  for  her. 
After  thei'e  protections,  they  profeflcd 
a  mutual  friend  (hi  p,  and  promifed  to 
conceal    nothing   from   one   another. 
Supper  being  over,  they  proceeded  to 
compliments ;  and  at  lalt,   parted  to 
go  to  bed,  each  in  his  own  apartment. 
I  followed  Aurora  to   her's,  where  I 
gave  an  exact  account  of  the  conver- 
f.ition  I  had  with  the  doctor's  daughter, 
not  forgetting  the  leaft  circumftance. 
I  thought    (he  would  have  embraced 
me  in  the  tranfportof  her  joy.    *  Dear 
Gil  Bias,'  laid  me,  *  I  am  charmed 
with  thy  underftanding  !  when  one 
is  fo  unfortunate  as  to  be  engaged  in 
a  paflion  which   compels  us  to  have 
recourfe  to  (tratagems,  it  is  a  great 
advantage  to  have  in  our  interefts 
fuch  a  fenfible  young  fellow  as  thee. 
Courage,  my   friend  !  we   have   re- 
moved a  rival  who  might  have  given 
us  a  world  of  trouble.     This  is  no 
bad  prognoftick  ;  but  as  lovers  are 
fubject  to  (trange  relapfes,  I  think 
we  muft  make  a  ftrong  pufh,  and 
bring  Aurora  de   Guzman  on  the 
itage  to-morrow.'    I  approved  of  the 
fcheme,  and  leaving  Signior  Don  Fe- 
lix with  his  page,  retired  to  bed. 


CHAP.    VI. 

THE  STRATAGEMS  PRACTISED  BY 
AURORA  TO  CAPTIVATE  DON 
LEWIS  DE  PACHECO. 

THE  two  new  friends  meeting  tbe 
next  morning,  began  the  day 
with  embraces,  which  Aurora  was 
obliged  to  give  and  receive,  in  order 
to  act:  the  part  of  Don  Felix.  They 
went  out  to  walk,  and  I  accompanied 
them  with  Chilindron,  the  valet  of 
Don  Lewis;  when,  (topping  at  the 
univerfity  to  look  at  the  titles  of  books 
that  were  patted  on  the  gate,  which  a 
pood  many  people  amuied  themfelves 
in  reading,  I  perceived  a  little  man 


among  them,  who  gave  his  opinion  of 
all  the  different  works    that  were  fo 
publilhed.     I  obfeived,    that   he  was 
heard  with  great  attention,  which  I 
fancied,  at  the  fame  time,  he  believed 
was   no   more  than   his    due  ;  for  he 
feenied  vain  and  pofitive^  as  little  men 
commonly  are.     «  That   new  tranfla- 
tion   of  Horace^1  laid  he,    *  whicli 
you  fee  advertized  in  fuch  large  cha- 
racters, is  a  work  in    profe,  com- 
pofed  by  an  old  college-author;  a 
book  in  great  efteem  among  the  ftu* 
dents,  who  have  already  confumed 
four  editions  of  it:    and  yet  there  is 
not  one  man  of  tafte  who  has  pur- 
chafed  fo  much  as  a  (ingle  copy.* 
His  judgment  was  not  a  whit  more  fa- 
vourable for  the  other  books,  which 
he   ridiculed    without    exception  j    fa 
that,  in  all  likelihood,  he  was  an  au- 
thor himfelf.     I  (hould  not  have  been 
tired  of  hearing  him  to  an  endj  but 
was  obliged  to  follow  Don  Lewis  and 
Don  Felix,  who  being  as  little  pleafed 
with  his  difcourfe,  as  interefted  in  the 
books  which  he  cenfured,  left  him  to 
the  enjoyment  of  his  own  criticifm. 

We  came  home  at  dinner-time,  and 
my  miftrefs  fitting  down  at  table  with 
Pacheco,  artfully  turned  the  converfa* 
tion  on  her  own  family.  '  My  father, 
faid  fhe,  '  is  a  cadet  of  the  houfe  erf 
«  Mendoza,  and  fettled  at  Toledo}  my 
'  mother  is  filter  to  Donna  Ximenade 
«  Guzman,  who  came  to  Salamanca 
'  feme  days  ago  on  an  affair  of  im- 
'  portance,  with  her  niece  Aurora, 
'  the  only  daughter  of  Don  Vincent 
'  de  Guzman,  whom,  perhaps,  yoa 
«  know/ — «  No,'  replied  Don  Lewis  ; 
<  but  I  have  often  heard  of  him,  a* 
'  well  as  of  your  coufin  Aurora.  Am 
'  I  to  believe  what  is  reported  of  her?  I 
«  have  been  aflured  that  nothing  equal* 

•  her  underftanding  but  her  beauty.* 
— •  As    for  undemanding,'   refumed 
Don  Felix,  «  (he  has    a  pretty  good 
'  mare,  and  that  well  cultivated:  but 

•  I  don't  think  her  fo  very  handlbme. 

•  People  fay,  that  (lie  and  I  very  much 
1  referable  one  another.' — *  If  that  be 
'  the  cafe,'  cried  Pacheco,  «  (hedefcrves 

•  the  reputation  (lie  has  got:  your  fea- 
'  tures  are  regular ;   your  con  fin  muft 
'  be  quite  enchanting.     I  wifti  I  had 
'  an   Opportunity  of  feeing  and  con- 

•  vci  ting  with  her/ — «   I  undertake  to 
'  fatisfy   your  curiolity,'    replied  the 
pretended  Mendoza  j  «  and  will  car/y 
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t  yoti  to  my  aunt's  houfethis  very  after- 

*  noon.*    My  miftrefs,  all  of  a  iudden, 
changed  the  difcourfe,  and  talked  on 
indifferent    fubje&s.      After    dinner, 
while  they  were  preparing  to  go  and 
yifit  Donna  Ximena,    I   was    before- 
hand with  them,  and  ran  to  advertife 
the  duenna,  that  fhe  might  be  ready  to 
receive  them  j  then  returning  inftantly, 
accompanied   Don   Felix,    who    con- 
ducted Don  Lewis  to  trie  houfe  of  his 
aunt.     But  they  had  Icarce  entered  the 
houfe,  when  they  met  Dame  Ximena^, 
who  defired  them,  by  a  fign,  to  make 
no   noife.     <  Hum,    hufli '/  faid    (he, 
•with  a  low  voice,  '  you  will  awake  my 

*  niece,  who  has  been  tormented  iince 
yefterday  with  a  terrible  head-ache, 
which  has  juft  left  her,  and  the  poor 
child  has  been  afleep  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour/ — «  I  am  forry  for  this 
difappointment,'  faid  Memloza  j  c  I 
was  in  good  hopes  of  feeing  my  cou- 
fin, and  had  promifed  that  pleafure 
to  my  good  friend  Pacheco/ — '  The 
affair   is   not  very  urgent/   replied 

Ortiz,  fmiling;  *  you  may  defer  it  till 

*  to-morrow/      The    cavaliers   con- 
Verfed  a  little  while  with  the  old  gentle- 
woman, and  then  retired. 

Don  Lewis  carried  us  to  the  houfe 
of  one  of  his  friends,  a  gentleman, 
whofe  name  was  Don  Gabriel  de  Pe- 
dros,  with  whom  we  fpent  the  reft  of 
the  day,  fupped,  and  did  not  think  of 
coming  home  till  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  We  had  got  about  half 
way,  when  we  ftumbled  over  two 
men  lying  ftretched  upon  the  ground. 
Thinking  they  were  unfortunate  people 
who  had  been  aflaffinated,  we  {topped 
to  give  them  afliftance,  provided  it  was 
not  too  late  j  and  as  we  endeavoured 
to  inform  ourfelves  of  their  condition, 
as  well  as  the  darknefs  of  the  night 
•would  allow,  the  patrole  came  up,  and 
the  commander  taking  us  at  firft  for  the 
murderers,  ordered  his  men  to  fur- 
round  us  j  but  he  conceived  a  more  fa- 
vourable opinion  of  our  morals,  when 
he  heard  us  fpeak,  and,  by  the  help  of 
a  dark  lanthorn,  faw  the  faces  of  Men- 
doza  and  Pacheco.  His  foldiers  being 
ordered  to  examine  the  condition  of 
the  two  men,  who  we  fancied  had  been 
flain,  found  that  it  was  a  fat  licentiate, 
with  his  man,  both  in  liquor,  or  ra- 
ther dead  drunk.  *  Gentlemen,'  cried 
one  of  the  guard,  *  I  know  this  Epi- 
*  «wre  j  it  i*  Sig&ior  the  Licenti^ts 


Guyomar,  reclor  of  our  univerfity ; 
notwithstanding  the  pickle  you  fee 
him  in  now,  he  is  a  great  man,  a 
wonderful  genius  1  Thera  is  not  a 
philoibpher  in  Salamanca  whom  he 
cannot  confute  in  an  argument.  He 
has  an  unparalleled  flow  of  words  s 
'tis  pity  that  he  is  a  little  addicled  to 
law-fuits,  the  bottle,  and  a  wench. 
He  was,  no  doubt,  on  his  return, 
from  fupping  with  his  Ifabella, 
where  unluckily  his  man  getting  as 
drunk  as  himfelf,  they  both  tumbled 
into  the  kennel.  Before  the  good 
licentiate  was  reclor,  this  misfortune 
frequently  happened  to  him  ;  and  yoti 
fee  honours  don't  always  change  tshe 
man.'  We  left  thofe  drunkards  in 
the  hands  of  the  patrole,  who  under- 
took to  cany  them  home,  and  return- 
ing to  our  lodgings,  every  one  went 
to  reft. 

Don  Felix  and  Don  Lewis  getting: 
iip  about  noon,  Aurora  was  the  firlt 
fubjeft  of  their  difcourfe  j  '  Gil  Bias,' 
laid  my  miftrefs  to  me,  '  go  to  my 
'  aunt  Efonna  Ximena,  and  afk  if 
'  Signior  Pacheco  and  I  can  have  the 

*  pleafure  of  feeing  my  coufin  to-day.' 
I  went  out  to  acquit  myfelf  of  this 
commjflion)  or  rather  to  concert  withi 
the  duenna  what  was  to  be  done  j  and 
when  we  had   taken  our  meafures,  JC 
returned  to  the  falfe  Mendoza,  faying,* 

Signior,  your  coufin  Aurora  is  fur- 
prifmgly  well,  and  charged  me  to 
affure  you  from  her,  that  your  v\f\t 
will  be  very  agreeable}  and  Donna 
Ximena  bid  me  allure  Signior  Pa~ 
checo  that  he  (hall  always  be  wel- 
come at  her  houfe,  on  your  account.* 
I   perceived   that  Don   Lewis  was. 
mightily  plealed  with  thefe  Inft  words  j 
my   miltrefs  obferved   the  fame,   and 
drew  a   happy  prefage    from    her  re-« 
mark.       Immediately    before    dinner,, 
Signora  Ximena's  vaiet  appeared,  andl 
faid   to  Don  Felix*  '  Signior,  a  man 
4  from  Toledo  has  been  inquiring  for 

*  you  at  your  aunt's  honfe,  and  left 

*  this   note/      The  pretended    Men- 
doza opened  it,  and  read  aldv.d  thefe 
words  :    {  If  you  are  defirous  of  hear- 

*  ing  news  of  your  Father,  nrd  of  being 
'  made  acquainted  with  other  thing* 

*  of  confequence  to  you,  fail  not,  on 

*  receipt   of    this,   to    repair    to   the 
<  Black  Hoi-fe  near  the  univei-fity/ — • 
'  I  am,'  faid  he,  *  too  curious  to  hear 

*  theft  things  of  confequence,  not  t» 

T  «  fatisfjr 
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'  fatisfy  my  defire  inftantly,  without 

*  takingleaveofyou. — Pacheco,'  add- 
ed lie,  «  if  I  don't  return  in  two  hours, 
'  you  may  go  by  yourfelf  to  my  aunt's, 

*  and  I  will  come  to  you  there,  after 

*  dinner.     You  know  what  Gil  Bias 

*  has  told  you  from  Donna  Ximena, 

*  and  you  have  a  right  to  make  the  vi- 

*  fit.'     So  faying,   he  went  out,   and 
ordered  me  to  follow  him. 

You  may  eafily  guefs,  that  inftead 
of  going  to  the  Black  Horfe,  we  took 
the  road  to  the  houfe  where  Ortiz  lived, 
where,  as  foon  as  we  arrived,  Aurora 
took  off  her  fair-coloured  tour,  warned 
and  rubbed  her  eye-brows,  drefTtdher- 
felf  like  a  woman,  artd  became  a  very 
handfome  black- eyed  lady,  as  flie  na- 
turally was  5  for  her  drfguife  had  chan- 
ged her  fo  much,  that  Aurora  and  Don 
Felix  appeared  to  be  two  different  peo- 
ple. She  even  feemed  a  great  deal  tal- 
ler as  a  woman,  than  as  a  man  ;  to 
which,  indeed,  her  ihoe-heets,  that  were 
exceflively  high,  contributed  not  a 
little.  When  ihe  had  improved  her 
charms  with  all  the  afliftance  that  art 
could  beftow,  me  expected  Don  Lewis 
\vith  an  agitation  compofeci  of  hope 
and  fear.  Sometimes  fhe  confided  in 
her  beauty  and  wit,  and  fometimes  was 
afraid  that  her  attempt  would  be  unfuc- 
cefsful.  Ortiz,  on  the  other  fide,  fum- 
nioned  all  her  fineffe  to  fecond  my  mif- 
trefs ;  and  I,  that  Pacheco  might  not 
fee  me  in  the  houfe,  like  thofe  players 
who  appear  only  in  the  laft  aft,  con- 
cealed myfelf  till  toward  the  end  of 
the  vifit,  by  going  out  as  foon  as  I  had 
dined. 

In  fhort,  every  thing  was  in  order 
when  Don  Lewis  arrived.  He  was 
received  in  a  very  agreeable  manner 
by  Lady  Ximena,  and  enjoyed  a  con- 
verfation  with  Aurora  two  or  three 
hours  longj  at  the  end  of  which,  I 
came  into  the  room  where  they  were, 
and  addreffing  myfelf  to  the  c.ivalier, 
'  Signior,'  faid  I,  '  my  mafter,  Don 
4  Felix,  cannot  be  here  to-day :  but 

*  begs  you  will  excufe  him,  becaufe  he 

*  is  in  company  with  three  men  from 

*  Toledo,  of  whom  he  cannot  difen- 
'  gage  himfelf.' — 'Ah!  the  little  rake!' 
cried  Donna  Ximena,  «  he  is  certainly 

*  let  in  to  hard  drinking.' — *  No,  Ma- 
'  dam,'   I  replied  j  «  they  are  difcour- 
'  fing  together  of  very  ferious  affairs. 
4    He  is,  heartily  forry  that  he  cannot 

*  wait  upon  you,  and  ordered  me  to 


make  his  apology  to  you  and  Donn* 
Aurora.' — 4  O,  I'll  have  none  of  his- 
apologies/  faid  my  miftrefs  ;  '  he 
knows  I  have  been  indifpofed,  and 
ought  to  mew  a  little  more  concern 
for  his  relation.  In  order  to  punifh 
him  for  his  indifference,  he  fhan't 
fee  me  thefe  fifteen  days.'—1  Ah, 
Madam  !'  faid  Don  Lewis,  '  do  not 
form  fuch  a  cruel  refolution;  Don 
Felix  is  rather  to  be  pitieo!  for  not 
being  able  to  vifit  you.' 
They  diverted  themfelyes  for  feme 
time  with  this  fubjecl,  and  then  Pa- 
checo withdrew.  The  fair  Aurora  im- 
mediately transformed  herfelf,  and  re- 
fuming  the  appearance  of  a  cavalier, 
returned  to  the  lodgings  as  foon  as  fhe 
could.  '  I  afk  pardon,  my  dear  friend,* 
faid  fhe  to  Don  Lewis,  *  for  failing  to 
meet  you  at  my  aunt's,  but  I  could 
not  get  rid  of  the  people  in  whofe 
company  I  was  :  what  confoles  me 
for  the  difappointment  is,  that  you 
have  at  leaft  had  Jeifore  to  fatisfy 
your  curiofity.  Well,  what  do  you 
think  of  my  coufm?T — *  I  am  en- 
chanted by  her  T  anfwered  Pacheco  j 
you  had  reafon  to  fay  me  refembled 
you.  I  never  faw  features  more  a- 
like  :  the  fame  turn  of  face,  the  fame 
eyes,  the  fame  mouth,  and  tone  of 
voice!  There  is,  however,  fome  dif- 
ference between  yon.  Aurora  is  a 
little  taller  than  you  j  me  is  black, 
and  yon  are  fair  j  you  are  merry,  and 
flie  is  grave.  Thefe  are  what  diftjn- 
guifh  you  the  one  from  the  other. 
As  for  underftanding,'  added  he,  *  I 
do  not  believe  a  celeltial  being  can 
have  more  than  your  coufin.  In  a 
word,  fhe  is  a  lady  of  accoraplimed 
merit.' 

Signior  Pacheco  pronounced  thefe 
laft  words  with  fo  much  vivacity,  that 
Don  Felix  faid,  fmiling,  «  Friend,  I 
'  advife  you  for  the  fake  of  your  re- 
'  pofe,  to  go  no  more  to  Donna  Xi- 
'  mena's.  Aurora  de  Guzman  may 

*  make  your  heart  ache,   and  infpire 
'  you  with  a  pafTion— '     *  There  is  no 
'  occafion  for  another  fight  of  her  to 

*  make  me  in  love,'  laid  he,  interrupt- 
ing him  j  '  that  is  done  already.' — '  I 
'  am  forry  for  it,'  replied  the  pretend- 
ed Mendoza  j  '  for  you  are  not  one  of 
'  thtjfe  who  can  attach   theinfelves  to 
'  one  j   and  my  coufin  is  no  Ifabella. 
'  I  can  affure  you,   before-hand,  that 
5  file  wili  never  liften  to  a  lover,  ex- 

*  cept 
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'•eept  on  honourable  terms.' — *  Ho- 

*  nourable  terms  !'  replied  Don  Lewis  ; 
€  fure  nobody  would  offer  any  other  to 

*  a  young  lady  of  her  birth  !    Alas,  I 
4  fhould  think  myfelf  the  happiell  of 

*  men,  if  me  would  approve  of  my  ad- 

*  drefles,  and  confent  to  join  her  de- 

*  ftiny  to  mine!' 

«  Since  you  talk  in  that  ftyle/  fak* 
Don  Felix,  *  I  am  interefted  in  your 
«  behalf.  Yes,  I  lift  myfelfin  your 
«  fervice ; — offer  you  all  my  influence 
'  with  Aurora  j  and  will,  to-morrow, 

*  bring  over  my  aunt,  who  has  a  great 

*  fway  over  her.'     Pacheco  returned  a 
thoufand  thanks  to  the  cavalier  who 
made  him  fuch  fair  promifes  ;  and  we 
perceived,  with  joy,  that  our  llratagem 
could  not  fucceed  better.     Next  day, 
we  increafed  the  love  of  Don  Lewis, 
by  a   new    invention.      My  miltrefs, 
having  been  with  Donna  Ximena,   on 
pretence  to  render  her  favourable  to 
that  cavalier,  came  back,  and  faid  to 
him,  *  I  have  fpoke  to  my  aunt ;  whom, 

<  with  much  difficulty,  I  have  made 

*  your  friend.     She  was  furioufly  p're- 

<  judiced  againft  you  j  for  fomebody 

*  or  other  had  made  her  believe  that 
«  you  was  a  downright  libertine  ;  but 

*  I  undertook  your  defence  with  ea- 

*  gernefs,  and  at  laft  deftroyed  the  bad 

<  impreflion  fhe  had  received  of  your 
4  morals. 

*  This  is  not  all,'  purfued  Aurora  5 

*  you  muft  talk  with  my  aunt,  in  my 
'  prefence,  and  then  we   mall  make 
'  lure  of  her  afllftance.'     Pacheco  ex- 
prefled  extreme  impatience  to  difcourfe 
with  Donna  Xiraena,  and  that  fatif- 
fa&ion  was  granted  to  him  next  mornr 
ing,  when  the  falfe  Mendoza  conducl- 
cd  him  to  Madam  Ortiz,  and  they  three 
had  a  long  converfation  j  in  which  Don 
Lewis  fhewed,  that  he  had  allowed  him- 
felf to  be  very  much  captivated,   in  a 
very  little  time.     The  artful  Ximena 
feigned  to  be  moved  with  all  the  ten- 
dernefs  he  expreffed,  and  promifed  her 
utmoft  endeavour  to  engage  her  niece 
to  marry  him.     Pacheco  immediately 
threw  himfelf  at  the  feet  of  this  fo  kind 
an  aunt,  and  thanked  her  for  her  friend- 
fliipj  whereupon  Don  Felix  alked  if 
his  coufin  was  up.     '  No,'  anfwered 
the  duenna;  «  fhe  is  ftill  a-bed,  and  you 
'  cannot  fee  her  at  prefent }    but  re- 
'  turn  this  afternoon,   and   you  may 
'  converfe  with  her  at  kilure.'     This 
anfwer  of  Madam  Ximena  redoubled, 


as  you  may  well  believe,  the  joy  of 
Don  Lewis,  who  thought  the  red  of 
the  forenoon  extremely  tedious,  and  ' 
went  back  to  his  lodgings  with  Men- 
doza, who  was  not  a  little  pleafed  with 
obferving  in  him  all  the  marks  of  ge- 
nuine love. 

They  talked  of  nothing  but  Aurora; 
and  when  they  had  dined,  Don  Felix 
faid  to  Pacheco,  «  There  is  a  thought 
come  into  my  head  :  I  am  of  opi- 
nion that   I  fhould  go  to  my  aunt's 
fome  minutes  before  you,  and  have 
a  little  cfeat  with  my  coufin,  that  I 
may,  if  poflible,  difcover  the  difpo- 
fition   of  her  heart    towards    you.* 
Don  Lewis,  approving  this  fcheme,  let 
his  friend  go  before,  and  did   not  fet 
out  till  an  hour  after.     So  my  miftrefs 
made  fuch  good  ufe  of  her  time,  that 
fhe  was  drefled  Iflce  a  lady,  when  her 
lover  arrived.     '  I  thought,'  faid  the 
cavalier,  after  having  faluted  Aurora 
and  the  duenna,  '  to  have  found  Don 

*  Felix  here.1 — *  You  will  fee  him  im- 
'  mediately,'  anfwered  Don  Ximena  ^ 

*  he  is  writing  in  iny  clofet.'  Upon 
which  Pacheco  feemed  to  fwallow  the 
trick,   and  entered   into    converfation 
with  the  ladies  ;  but,  notwithstanding 
the  prefence  of  the  beloved  object,  he 
perceived   that  the  hours   ftole  away 
without  Mendoza's   appearing  ;  and, 
as  he  could  not  help  teftifying  fome 
furprize  at  it,  Aurora  changing  coun- 
tenance all    of  a    fudden,    began  to 
laugh,  and  faid  to  Don  Lewis,  '  Is  it 

poflible  that  you  have  no  fufpicion 
of  the  trick  which  has  been  played 
upon  you  ?  Do  an  artificial  light-co- 
loured tour,  and  painted  eye-brows, 
make  me  fo  unlike  myfelf,  that  you 
have  been  miftaken  by  them  hither- 
to !  Undeceive  yourfelf,  then,  Pa- 
checo,' continued  fhe,  reluming  an 
air  of  gravity  ;  *  and  know  that  Don 
Felix  de  Meadoza,  and  Aurora  de 
Guzman,  are  but  one  and  the  fame 

*  perfon  T 

She  was  not  contented  with  extri- 
cating him  out  of  his  error,  but  allb 
owned  her  paffion  for  him,  and  in- 
formed him  of  all  the  fteps  fhe  had 
taken  towards  ifs  fuccefs.  Don  Lewis, 
no  lefs  charmed  than  furprized  with 
what  he  heard,  threw  himfelf  at  her 
feet,  exclaiming  in  a  tranfpdrt  of  joy, 

*  Ah,  beautiful  Aurora  !   may  I  then 

*  believe   myfelf    the    happy    mortal 
«  whom  you  have  favoured  fo  much  ? 

T  a  «  How 
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*.  How  (hall  I  recompence  your  good- 
4  nefs,  which  the  moft  perfect  love 
4  can  never  enough  repay!1  Thefe 
words  were  accompanied  with  a  thou- 
£ind  more  paflionate  and  tender  ex- 
preflions  ;  after  which,  the  two  lovers 
conferred  upon  the  meafures  that  were 
io  be  taken  towards  the  accomplifh- 
inent  of  their  mutual  defires  j  and  it 
•was  refolved  that  we  fliould  fet  out  im- 
jnediately  for  Madrid,  and  bring  our 
comedy  to  a  conclulipn  by  marriage. 
This  defign  was  no  fooner  formed  than 
pu:  in  execution  :  in  fifteen  days  Don 
JLewis  eipoufed  my  miftrefs  5  and  their 
yuptials  gave  rife  to  entertainments 
and  infinite  rejoicings. 


CHAP.    VII. 

;GIL  BLAS  QUITS  HIS  PLACE,  AND 
GOES  INTO  THE  SERVICE  OF 
DON  GONZALES  DEPACHECO. 

THREE  weeks  nfter  this  mar- 
riage, my  m  ill  re  fs  being  defirous 
of  recompenfing  me  for  the  iervice  I 
lad  done  her,  made  me  a  prefent  of  a 
hundred  piftoles,  faying,  '  Gil  Bias, 
my  friend,  far  from  turning  you 
away',  I  leave  it  to  your  choice  to  ftay 
with  me  as  long  as  you  plealej  but 
my  hufband's  uncle,  Don  Gonzales 
de  Pacheco,  wants  to  have  you  for  a 
valet  de  cliurnbre.  I  fpoke  to  him 
fo  advantageoufly  of  you,  that  he 
afTured  me,  I  would  do  him  a  favour 
in  parting  with  you  lo  him.  He  is 
an  old  nobleman, 'added  (he,  *  of  an 
excellent  character,  arid  you  will  be 
quite  happy  in  his  fervice.' 
I  thanked  Aurora  lor  her  generofity, 
and  as  (he  had  no  longer  any  occafion 
for  me,  accepted  the  polt  to  which  1 
was  recommended';  the  more  willing- 
ly, as  I  ihould  ftill  be  in  the  family. 
One  morning,  therefore,  I  went  witli 
a.  mt(T;:ge  from  my  new- married  mif- 
treis,  to  Signior'Don  Gonzales,  who 
•was  ftill  a-bed,  although  it  was 
near  twelve  o'clock.  When  I  entered 
liis  chamber,  I  found  him  taking  fome 
broth,  which  a  page  hud  brought  in. 
The  old  gentleman's  whiflctrs  were 
in  papers,  his  eyes  almolt  quite  extin- 
guifhcd,  and  his  face  pale  and  mea- 
gre. He  was  one  of  thofe  old  boys, 
who  have  been  great  rakes  in  their 
youth,  and  arc  not  a  whit  more  fedate 


in  their  old  age.    He  received  me  witk 
great  civility,  and  told  me,  that  if  \ 
would  ferve  him  with  as  much  zeal  as 
I  had  manifested  for  his  niece,  I  might 
depend  upon  living  happily.     I  pro- 
mi  fed  to  have  the  fame  attachment  to 
him  which  I  had  for  her  j  and  that 
moment  he  engaged  me  in  his  fervice.' 
Behold  me,  then,  with  a  new  mafter^ 
and  Heaven  knows  what  fort  of  a  mart 
he  was  !  When  he  got  up,  I  fancied  t 
faw  the  refurreftion  of  Lazarus.  Paint 
to  your  own  imagination  a  tall  body, 
fo  lean  and  withered,  that  when  it  was 
naked,  an  anatomiil  might  have  taught 
ofteology  upon  it ;  with  legs  fo  fmall, 
that  they  looked  like  fpindles,  after  he 
had  put  on  three  or  four  pair  of  ftock- 
ings.     This  living  mummy  was  be- 
fides  troubled  with    an   althma,    and 
coughed  at  every  word  he  (poke.  Hav- 
ing drank  chocolate,  he  called  for  pa- 
per and  ink,  and  wrote  a  letter,  which 
he  fealed  and  lent  away,  according  to' 
the  direction,   by  the   page  who  had 
brought  the  broth  :    then   turning  to 
me,  *  Friend,'  faid  he,  «  thou  art  the 
perfon  whom  I  intend  henceforth  to 
truft  with  my  commiflions,  efpecial- 
ly   thofe  which  regard  Donna  Eu- 
phrafia,  a  young  lady  whom  I  love, 
and  who  is  pafllonately  fond  of  me.'' 
—  <  Good  God!'   faid   I    to   myfelf, 
how  can  young  people  help  belieying 
themfelves  beloved,  when  this   old 
dotard  thinks  himfelf  adored  !' 
Gil  Bias,'  added  he,  '  thou  (halt  go 
with  me  this  very  day  to  her  houfe, 
where  I  fup  almolt  every  night,  and 
thou  wilt  be  charmed  with  her  pru- 
dence and  referve  :   far  from  relem- 
bling  thofe  lilly  coquettes,  who  can 
relim  nothing 'but  youth,   and   are 
won  by  appearances  only,  (he  has  an 
undemanding    already   mature   and 
judicious,     that    requires    lentimcnt 
in  a  man,  and  prefers  a  lover  o/ de- 
licacy and  taftc,  to  one  of  the  mod 
fliining  exteriors.'  SigniorDon  Gon- 
zales did  not  here  rinilh  the  elogium 
of  his  iniltrefs,  whom  he  reprefentej 
as  the  epitome  of  all  perfection.     But 
he  had  a  hearer  not  eafily  pcrfuaded. 
After  the    conduct  of  the   aclrefles, 
which  I  had  feen,   I  did  not  look  upon 
old  noblemen  as  people  very  happy  in 
their  amours.     I  pretended,  however, 
out  of  complaifance,  to  believe  all  that 
my  mafter  fuid.   I  did  more;  I  extolled 
the  difcernment  and  tafi?  of  Euphraiia, 

and 
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and  was  even  impudent  enough  to  af- 
jf&rm,  that  (he  could  not  have  a  more 
amiable  gallant. 

The  good  old  gentleman  did  not 
perceive  that  I  had  made  game  of  him  j 
but,  on  the  contrary,  applauded  my 
£ood  fenfe.  So  true  it  is,  that  a  fyco- 
phant  may  run  any  riique  with  the 
great,  who  fwallow  all  kinds  of  flat- 
tery, let  it  be  ever  fo  abfurd.  The  old 
man  having  written  his  letter,  pulled 
fome  hairs  out  of  his  beard  with  a  pair 
of  pincers,  cleaned  his  eyes  of  a  thick 
gum  that  filled  them,  wafhed  his  ears 
and  hands,  and  after  having  perform- 
ed his  ablutions,  painted  his  whiflcers, 
eye-brows,  and  hair,  of  a  black  co- 
lour ;  continuing  longer  at  his  toilet 
than  an  old  widow  who  ftudies  to  hide 
the  outrages  of  time  upon  her.  Juft 
as  he  had  done  drefling,  another  gen- 
tleman in  years,  one  of  his  friends, 
entered,  whofe  name  was  the  Count 
d'Afumar.  But  he,  far  from  con- 
cealing his  grey  hairs,  fupported  him- 
felf  on  a  cane,  and  feemed  to  glory  in 
his  old  age,  rather  than  in  appearing 
young.  '  Signior  Pacheco,*  laid  he, 
as  he  came  in,  '  I  am  come  to  dine 

*  with  you.'— *  You  are  very  welcome, 

*  count,'  anfwered  my  mafter.  Mean- 
while, having  embraced  one  another, 
they  fat  down,  and  entered  into  con- 
veriation,  till  fuch  time  as  dinner  was 
ready. 

The  difcouiTe  turned,  at  firft,  upon 
a  bull-feaft,  which  had  been  celebrat- 
ed a  few  days  before  j  and  as  they  men- 
tioned the  cavaliers    who  had  (hewn 
the  greateft  vigour  and   addrefs,  the 
old  count,  like  another  Neftor,  who, 
from  talking  of  the  prefent,    always 
iook  occaiion  to  praiie  the  paft,  (aid, 
with  afigh,  *  Alas  !  I  fee  no  men  now- 
a-days  comparable  fo  thole  I  have 
known  heretofore  j  and  the  tourna- 
ments are  not  performed  with  half 
the  magnificence  that  they  were  when 
I  was  a  young  man  !'  I  laughed  with- 
in myfelt   at  the  prejudice  of  honeft 
Signior  d'Afumar,  who  did  not  con- 
fine it  to  tournaments  only  ;  but  I  re- 
member, when  the  defert  was  fet  up- 
on the  table,  feeing  fome  fine  peaches 
(erved  up,  he  obferyed,  « In  my  time, 
4  the  peaches  were  much  larger  thart 

*  they  are  at  prefent;  nature  degene- 

*  rates   every  day.' — «  At  that  rate/ 
ftid    Don    Gonzales,    fmiling,  <  the 


«  peaches  of  Adam's  time  rauft.  have 
'  been  wonderfully  large  !' 

Count  d'Afumar  ftaid  almoft  the 
whole  day  with  my  mailer;  who  no 
fooner  found  himfelf  difengaged,  than 
he  went  out,  bidding  me  follow  him. 
He  went  to  Euphrafia's,  who  lodged 
at  the  diilance  of  an  hundred  paces 
from  our  houi'e  ;  and  found  her  in  a 
very  handfome  apartment.  She  was 
gaily  drefled,  and  had  fuch  a  youth- 
ful air,  that  I  concluded  (he  was  un- 
der age,  although  (he  was  good  thirty 
years  old  at  lead.  She  was  really  hand- 
fome, and  her  underftanding  foon 
raifed  my  admiration  ;  for  (he  was 
not  one  of  thofe  coquettes  who  have 
nothing  to  recommend  them  but  idle  ri- 
baldry and  loofe  behaviour  j  (he  was 
modeft  in  her  manners,  as  well  as  in 
her  conversation,  and  talked  with  a 
great  deal  of  wit,  without  the  leaft  af- 
feclation.  *  O  Heaven  !'  faid  I  to  my- 
felf,  «  is  it  poflible  that  a  perfon  of 
'  fuch  delicacy  can  be  a  lady  of  plea- 
*  fure!'  I  imagined  that  impudence 
was  infeparable  from  all  women  of  her 
profeflion,  and  was  altonifhed  to  fee 
one  with  the  appearance  of  modeftyj 
not  reflecting,  that  thefe  princeilfes 
know  how  to  aflume  any  fhape,  and 
accommodate  themfelves  to  the  charac- 
ters of  the  people  of  fortune  and  no- 
bility that  fall  into  their  hands.  'When 
their  gallants  are  pleafed  with  fire  and 
tranfport,  they  arebrifk  and  petulant  ; 
and  with  thofe  who  love  referve,  prac- 
tife  a  prudent  and  virtuous  behaviour. 
They  are  the  true  cameleons,  who 
change  colour  according  to  the  hu- 
mour and  difpofition  of  the  men  whom 
they  approach. 

Don  Gonzales  was  none  of  thofe 
noblemen  who  are  taken  with  your 
bold  beauties  ,  he  could  not  bear  la- 
dies of  that  clafs  :  on  the  contrary, 
could  relifli  no  woman,  unlefs  (he  had 
the  appearance  of  a  veltal.  Euphrafiu, 
therefore,  modelled  herielf  according, 
ly,  and  (hewed  that  all  the  good  ac- 
trefles  are  not  employed  in  the  theatre. 
Leaving  my  mafter  with  his  nymph,  I 
went  down  ftairs  into  a  hall,  where  I 
found  an  old  chamber-maid,  whom  I 
had  known  a  waiting-woman  to  an 
aclrefs.  Recollecting  me  immediate- 
ly, (he  faid,  *  What !  is  it  you,  Gil 
*'Blas?  You  have  quitted  Arfenia, 
*  it  ieems,  as  I  did  Conttantia.' — '  Yes, 
«  truly/ 
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ti  uly, \anfweml  I ;  it  is  a  long  time 
fince  I  left  her,  and  went  to  ferve  a 
young  lady  of  fafhion.  A  player's 
life  is  not  to  my  taitc,  and  therefore 
difmuTed  myfelf,  without  deigning 
to  come  to  the  lead  explanation  with 
Arfenia.'— • «  You  was  in  the  right/  I 
eplied  the  chamber-maid,  whofe  name 
was  Beatrice  ;  *  I  ferved  Conftantia 
pretty  much  in  the  faioe  manner :  one 
morning  early  I  gave  in  my  accounts 
veiy  coldly,  which  flie  received  with- 
out uttering  one  fyllable,  and  fo  we 
parted  cavalierly  enough.' 
*  I  am  extremely  glad,' faicl  I,  'that 
we  now  meet  in  a  more  honourable 
houfe  :  Donna  Euphrafia  feems  to  be 
a  fort  of  woman  of  fafhion,  and  I 
believe  her  character  is  very  good.' 
— «  You  are  not  at  all  miftaken,'  faid 
he  old  waiting- woman  ;'  (he  is  of  a  ve- 
ry good  family  j  and  as  for  her  temper, 
I  can  affure  you,  there  never  was  one 
more  equal  and  fweet.  She  is  none  of 
thofe  paifionate  and  difficult  mif- 
treffes  who  find  fault  with  every 
thing;  fcold  incefTantly;  torment 
their  domefticksj  and,  in  one  word, 
make  a  hell  of  their  fervice.  I  never 
once  heard  her  grumble  j  but  when 
I  happen  to  do  any  thing  contrary  to 
her  inclination,  (he  reproves  me 
without  rage,  and  never  lets  one  of 
thofe  epithets  efcape  her,  of  which 
your  violent  dames  are  fo  liberal/—- 
My  mafter,'  I  refumed,  '  is  alfo 
very  fweet- tempered  :  he  is  the  beft- 
natured  mortal  alive;  and  therefore 
you  and  I  are  much  more  happy  than 
when  we  were  in  the  fervice  of  ac- 
trefles.' — 'A  thoufand  times  more 
happy!'  replied  Beatrice;  *  inftead 
of  leading  a  life  of  noife  and  tumult, 
I  now  live,  as  it  were,  in  a  retreat. 
No  man  enters  thefe  doors  but  Sig- 
nior  Don  Gonzales.  1  (hall  fee  no- 
body but  you  in  my  folitude,  for 
which  I  am  not  at  all  forry  ;  for  I 
have  had  an  affection  for  you  a  long 
time,  and  more  than  once  envied  the 
happinefs  of  Laura,  in  having  you 
fora  gallant.  But,  in  fliort,  I  hope 
to  be  as  happy  as  me ;  for,  though 
I  have  neither  her  youth  nor  her 
beau'y,  by  way  of  amends,  I  hate 
coquetry,  and  am  as  faithful  as  a 
tin  tie." 

As  honed  Beatrice  was  one  of  thofe 
pei  ions  who  are  obliged  to  make  a  ten- 
der of  theii  favours,  becaule  nobody 


will  afk  them,  I  was  not  at  all  tcrapU 
ed  to  profit  by  her  advances  :  I  did  not 
defire,  however,  that  (he  mould  per- 
ceive my  contempt,  and  was  even  po- 
lite enough  toexprefs  myfelf  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  that  (he  did  not  lofe  all 
hopes  of  engaging  my  heart.  I  ima- 
gined then  that  1  had  made  a  conqueft 
of  an  old  chamber-maid,  but  happened, 
on  this  occafion,  to  be  deceived  j  (he 
did  not  behave  in  this  manner  to  me, 
for  my  own  fake  only  ;  her  defign  was 
to  infpire  me  with  love,  that  (he  might 
bring  me  over  to  the  intereft  of  her 
miftrefs,  for  whom  (he  was  fo  zealous, 
that  (lie  did  not  mind  what  it  coft  her, 
in  promoting  her  advantage.  I  found 
my  error  next  morning,  when  I  carried 
a  billet-doux  from  my  mafter  to  £uph- 
rafia.  That  lady  gave  me  a  moft  gra- 
cious reception,  and  faid  a  thoufand 
obliging  things,  in  which  (he  was 
joined  by  her  maid  :  one  admired  my 
phyfiognomy,  while  the  other  obferved 
in  me  an  air  of  prudence  and  fagacity. 
According  to  them,  Signior  Don  Gon- 
zales poflefled  a  treafure,  in  having  fuch 
a  valet.  In  a  word,  theypraifedmefo 
much,  that  I  fufpecicd  their  applaufe, 
and  even  difcerned  the  motives  of  itj 
but  !  received  it,  in  appearance,  with 
all  the  fimplicity  of  a  fool,  and  by  this 
counterplot  effectually  deceived  the 
(harpers,  who  at  laft  pulled  off  the  ma(k. 
«  Hark'e,  Gil  Bias,'  faid  Euphrafia, 
to  me,  f  it  depends  upon  thyfelf  to 
make  thy  fortune.  Let  us  aft  in 
concert,  my  friend.  Don  Gonzales 
is  old,  and  his  con  dilution  fo  crazy, 
that  the  leatt  touch  of  a  fever,  af- 
fifted  by  an  able  phyfician,  will  car- 
ry him  off.  Let  us  make  the  bed 
of  the  little  time  he  has  left,  and 
exert  ourfdves  fo,  as  that  he  may 
leave  the  bed  part  of  his  edate  to 
me.  Thou  (halt  have  a  good  (hare 
of  the  booty,  and  thou  mayed  depend 
upon  my  promile,  as  much  as  if  I 
had  made  it  before  all  the  notaries  of 
Madrid.' — *  Madam,'  anfwered  I, 
you  may  command  your  humble  fer- 
vant.  You  have  nothing  to  do,  but  to 
prefcribe  my  conduct,  and  you  (hall 
befatisfied/ — 'Very  well, '(he  replied; 
thou  mud  obfei  ve  thy  mader,  and  give 
me  an  account  of  all  his  proceedings  : 
when  you  talk  to  him  in  private, 
don't  fail  to  turn  the  converfation 
upon  women,  and  from  thence  art- 
fully take  occafion  to  fpcak  well  of 

<  me. 
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f  me.      Ply  him  with  Euphrafia  as 
much  as  poflible ;  and    I  again  re- 
commend  it  to  you,  to  be  very  at- 
tentive to  what  pafles  in  the  family 
of  the  Pachecos  ;    if  you   perceive 
that  any  relation  of  Don  Gonzales  is 
extremely  officious  about  him,  and 
aims   at  the  fucceffion  to  his  eltate, 
acquaint  me  with  it  immediately  ; 
that  is  all  I  alk,  and  I  warrant  I  fhall 
fend  him  a-drift  in  a  yery  little  time ; 
for  I  know  the  different  characters  of 
his    relations,  and   the    ridiculous 
lights  in  which  they  may  be  repre- 
f  en  ted  to  him  j  having  already  pre- 
judiced  him  pretty  fuccefsfully  a- 
gainft  all  his  nephews  and  coufins.' 
By   thefe    inftructions,  and   others 
which  Euphrafia  added,   I  concluded 
that  this  lady  was  one  of  thofe  who  at- 
tached themfelves  to  generous  old  men. 
She    had   lately  prevailed   upon  Don 
Gonzales  to  fell  an  eftate,  the  price  of 
which  me  had  converted  to  her  own 
life  j  me  extorted  from   him  valuable 
moveables  every   day  ;    and,  befides, 
had  reafon  to  hope  that  fhe  would  not 
be  forgotten  in  his  will.     I  pretended 
to  engage  willingly  to  do  all  that  fhe 
defired  j  and,diflimulationapart,doubt- 
ed  within  myfelf,  on  my  return  home, 
whether  I  mould  contribute  to  impofe 
upon  my  mafter,  or  undertake  to  de- 
tach him  from  his  miftrefs.     The  laft 
of  thefe  refolutions  feemed  more  ho- 
nourable  than  the  other,  and   I  felt 
myfelf  more  inclined  to  fulfil  than  be- 
tray my  duty  :  befides,  Euphrafia  had 
made  me  nopofitive  promiie,  and  that, 
perhaps,  was  the  occafion  of  my  fide- 
lity's remaining  uncorrupted.     I  re- 
folved,  therefore,  to  ferve  Don  Gon- 
zales with  zeal,  perfuading  myfelf,  that 
if  I  mould  be  lucky  enough  to  divert 
his  affection  from  his  idol,  I  fliould  be 
better  rewarded  for  this  good  action, 
than  for  all  the  bad  ones  I  could  com- 
mit. 

That  I  might  the  more  eafcly  accom- 
plifh  what  I  propofed,  I  mewed  myfelf 
entirely  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  Donna 
Euphrafia  ;  I  made  her  believe,  that  I 
fpoke  of  her  inceffantly  to  my  mafter  ; 
and  accordingly  invented  fables,  which 
ibe  took  for  fterling  truth.  I  infinuate'd 
myfelf  fo  much  into  her  good  graces, 
that  me  thought  me  entirely  in  her  in- 
tereft  j  and  ftill,  the  better  to  impofe 
upon  her,  affected  to  appear  in  love 
with  Beatrice  j  who,  ravifhed  to.  fee, 
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at  her  age,  a  young  lover  at  her  beck* 
did  not  much  mind  being  deceived, 
provided  fhe  was  deceived  agreeably. 
When  my  matter  and  I  were  each  with 
his  own  princefs,  we  compofed  two 
very  different  pictures  in  the  fame  tafte. 
Don  Gonzales,  pale  and  withered  as  I 
have  repreiented  him,  when  he  attempt- 
ed to  ogle,  looked  like  a  wretch  in  his 
lait  agonies  ;  and  my  infanta,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  feeming  increafe  of  my 
paffion,  affumed  ftiil  more  an.d  more 
childifh  airs,  and  practifed  all  the  ar- 
tifice of  an  old  coquette,  which  (he 
bad  been  learning  thefe  forty  years  at 
leaft  j  having  been  refined  in  the  fer- 
viee  of  fome  of  thofe  heroines  of  gal- 
lantry, who  can  pleafe  even  in  their 
c-ld  age,  and  die  loaded  with  the  fpoils 
of  two  or  three  generations. 

I  was  not  fatisfied  with  following 
my  mafter,  every  evening,  to  the  houfe 
of  Euphrafia  j  I  fometimes  went  thi- 
ther, alone,  by  day  ;  but  at  what  hour 
foever  I  went  in,  I  never  met  with  any 
man,  or  woman  either,  of  a  fufpkious 
appearance;  nor  could  I  difcover  the 
leaft  trace  of  infidelity;  a  circumftance 
that  furpri^ed  me  not  a  little :  for  I 
could  not  imagine  that  fuch  a  hand- 
feme  lady  could  be  exa&ly  true  to  Don 
Gonzales.  And  in  this,  furely,  my 
judgment  was  not  too  rafh;  for  the 
fair  Euphjafia  (as  you  will  prefently 
fee)  that  flie  might  wait  with  the  more 
patience  for  my  matter's  ettate,  was 
provided  with  a  lover  more  agreeable 
to  a  woman  of  her  age. 

One  morning,  when  I  carried,   as 
ufual,  a  letter  to  the  princefs,  I  per- 
ceived, while  I  was  in   her  chamber* 
the  feet  of  a  man  concealed  behind  the 
tapeftry.   I  went  away,  without  feem- 
ing to  obferve  them  ;  but  although  I 
ought  not  to  have  been  fui  prized  at 
this  object:,  which  was  no  bufinefs  of 
mine,  I  did  not  fail  to  relent  it.  *  Ah, 
*  perfidious'wretch  P  faid  I  to  myfelf, 
in  a  paffion;  *  ah,  wicked  Euphrafia! 
thou  art  not  fatisfied  with  impofmg 
upon  a  good  old  gentleman,  by  per- 
fuading him  that  he  is  beloved,  but 
thou  muft  alfo  crown  thy  perfidy, 
by  abandoning  thyfelf  to  another  \* 
What]  a  fool  was  I  (now  I  think  on 
it)    to  moralize  in    this   manner !    I 
ought  rather   to  have   laughed  at  the 
adventure,    and  looked  upon  it  as  a 
compeniation  for  the  tirefome  languid 
moments  Ihc  underwent  in  her  com- 
merce 
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merce  with  my  mailer :  I  fhoulb*,  at 
lead,  have  done  better  in  holding  my 
tongue,  than  in  feizing  this  occafion 
of  acting  the  confcientious  valet.  But, 
inftead  of  moderating  my  zeal,  I  en- 
tered warmly  into  the  intereft  of  Don 
Goi.zales,  to  whom  I  made  a  faithful 
report  of  what  I  had  feen  :  I  even  add- 
ed, that  Euphrafia  wanted  to  feduce 
me  ;  I  concealed  nothing  of  what  (he 
had  faid  on  that  occafion  j  and  it  was 
his  own  fault  if  he  was  not  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  character  of  his 
miltrefs.  He  was  confounded  at  the 
Information,  and  a  Imall  emotion  of 
wrath  that  appeared  in  his  counte- 
nance, ieemed  to  prefage  that  the  lady 
fhould  not  be  unfaithful  to  him  with 
impunity.  *  Enough,  Gil  Bias/  faid 
he  :  '  I  am  extremely  fenfible  of  thy 
attachment,  and  pleafed  with  thy  fi- 
delity ;  I  will  go  inftantly  to  Eu- 
phrafia, load  her  with  reproaches, 
nnd  break  for  ever  with  the  ungrate- 
ful creature  1*  So  faying,  he  went 
cut  accordingly ;  and  difpenfed  with 
my  attendance,  that  he  might  fpare  me 
the  difagreeablepart  I  had  to  play  du- 
ring their  eclairciflement. 

I  waited  for  my  matter's  return  with 
a  world  of  impatience;  not  doubting, 
that  as  he  had  fo  much  caufe  to  com- 
plain of  his  nymph,    he  would  come 
back  altogether  detached  from  her  al- 
lurements.    On  this  fuppofition,  I  ap- 
plauded myfelf  for  what  I  had  done; 
I  reprefented  to  myfelf  the  fatisfaclion 
which  the  natural  heirs  of  Don  Gon- 
zales  would  have,  wken  they  learned 
that  their  kinfman  was  no  longer  the 
fport  of  a  paffion  fo  contrary  to  their 
intere&s;  I  flattered  myfelf,  that  they 
would  confider   me  for  it ;    and,    in 
fhort,  that  I  had  diftinguifhed  myfelf 
from  other  valets,   who  are  ufually 
more  apt  to  encourage  their  matters  in 
debauchery  than  to  reclaim  them.     I 
was  in  love  with  honour;  and  reflect- 
ed, with  pleafure,   that  I  fhould  pafe 
for  the  Corypheus  of  all  domefticks. 
But  this  idea,  agreeable  as  it  was,  va- 
ni/hed  in  a  few  hours  ;  when  my  pa- 
tron arriving,  faid,  '  Friend,  I  have 
had  a  very  (harp  converfation  with 
Euphrafia,   who   affirms,   that  thou 
halt  mifreprefented  her,  and  art,  if 
fhe  is  to  be  believed,  no  other  than 
an  impoftor,  altogether  devoted  to 
my  nephews;  out  of  regard  to  whow, 
thou   fparcft  nothing   to  make  me 


quarrel  with  her.  I  fawr  real  tear* 
trickle  from  her  eyes,  and  me  fwor-i 
by  all  that  was  facred,  that  flic  never 
made  any  propofal  to  thee,  nor  ever 
fees  a  man.  Beatrice,  who  feems  t* 
be  a  good  girl,  protefted  the  fame 
thing,  in  fucli  a  manner,  that  my  an- 
ger was  appeafed  in  fpiteof  my  teeth/ 
'  How,  Sir/  faid  I,  interrupting  him 
n  a  forrowful  manner,  *  do  you  doubt 
my  fincerity  ?  do  you  diftruft  — * 
No,  child,'  faid  he,  interrupting  me 
n  his  turn ;  «  I  do  the*  Ml  manner  of 
juftice  :  I  don't  believe  thee  in  a  con- 
federacy with  my  nephews.  I  am 
perfuaded  that  thou  art  concerned 
for  my  intereit  only,  and  I  am  ob- 
liged to  thee;  but  appearances  are 
deceitful.  Perhaps,  what  thou  faw- 
cft,  exifted  only  in  thy  own  imagi- 
nation ;  and,  in  that  cafe,  thou  may- 
eft  guefs  how  difagreeable  thy  accu- 
fation  muft  be  to  Euphrafia.  Be  it 
as  it  may,  fhe  is  a  peribn  whom  I 
cannot  help  loving.  I  muft  even 
make  the  facrifice  to  her  which  flic 
demands,  and  that  facrifice  is  thy 
difmiffion.  I  am  forry  for  it,  my 
poor  Gil  Bias/  added  he  ;  «  and  I 
allure  thee,  I  confented  to  it  with  re- 
gret ;  but  I  could  not  do  otherwife. 
What  ought  to  confole  thee  is,  that 
I  (hall  not  fend  thee  away  unrecom* 
penfed  ;  and  I  intend,  moreover,  to 
fettle  thee  with  a  lady,  a  friend  of 
mine,  where  thou  wilt  live  very 
agreeably.' 

I  was  very  much  mortified  to  fee  my 
zeal  thus  turned  againit  myfelf:  I 
curfed  Euphrafia,  and  deplored  the 
weaknefs  of  Don  Gonzales,  who  al- 
lowed himfelf  to  be  led  by  the  noil'. 
The  good  old  man  being  very  fenfible, 
that  in  turning  me  away,  merely  to5 
pleafe  his  miftrefs,  he  did  not  behave 
in  the  moft  manly  manner,  made  a- 
mends  for  his  effeminacy,  and  gilded 
the  pill  I  was  to  fwallow,  with  a  pre- 
fentof  fifty  ducats.  Next  day,  carry- 
ing me  to  the  Marchionefa  of  Chaves, 
he  told  her,  in  my  hearing,  that  I  was 
a  young  man  who  pofTefTcd  many  good 
qualities  ;  that  he  had  a  regard  forme, 
but  family  reafons  not  permitting  him 
to  keep  me  in  his  fervice,  he  begged 
flie  would  admit  me  into  her  fa.nilv. 
She  received  me  that  inftant  into  the 
number  of  her  domefticks  ;  fo  that  I 
found  myfelf  tranflated,  all  of  a  fud- 
den,  into  a  new  place. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    VIII. 

THE  CHARACTER  OF  THE  MAR- 
CHIONESS  OF  CRAVES,  AND  OF 
THOSE  PEOPLE  WHO  USUALLY 
VISITED  HER. 

TH  E  Marchionefs  of  Chaves  was 
a  widow  of  five  and  thirty,  hand- 
fome,  tall,  and  well-fhaped,  who  en- 
joyed a  yearly  income  of  ten  thoufand 
ducats,  without  the  care  and  incum- 
brance  of  children .  I  never  faw  a  wo- 
man of  more  gravity,  or  one  who  fpoke 
lefs  ;  though  this  did  not  hinder  her 
from  being  looked  upon  as  the  moft 
witty  lady  in  Madrid.  The  great  con- 
courfe  of  people  of  quality,  and  men 
of  learning,  who  daily  frequented  her 
houfe,  contributed,  perhaps,  more  than 
any  thing  (he  faid,  to  give  her  this  re- 
putation. But  this  I  will  not  under- 
take to  decide}  let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that 
her  name  imported  the  idea  of  a  fupe- 
rior  genius,  and  that  her  houfe  was 
called,  byway  of  excellence,  the  court 
of  criticifm. 

There  was  actually  fome  perform- 
ance or  other  read  here  everyday,  fome- 
times  new  plays,  and  fometimes  other 
pieces  of  poetry }  but  nothing  except 
ierious  fubje&s  were  deemed  worthy 
of  attention,  humorous  pieces  being 
defpifed  j  the  beft  comedy,  or  the  moll 
ingenious  and  witty  romance, was  look- 
ed upon  as  a  feeble  production,  that 
cieferved  no  praife  j  whereas  the  leaft 
ferious  work,  fuch  as  an  ode,  eclogue, 
or  fonnet,  paffed  for  the  greatest  effort 
of  human  understanding.  But  it  often 
happened,  that  the  publick  did  not  con- 
firm the  lenience  of  the  court  ;  on  the 
contrary,  was  fometimes' /c* -impolite  as 
to  hifs  thofe  pieces  which  had  been 
there  very  much  applauded. 

I  was  chamberlain  in  this  houfe  ; 
that  is,  my  office  confifted  in  getting 
every  thing  ready  in  the  apartment  of 
my  lady,  for  the  reception  of  company, 
and  to  fet  the  chairs  for  the  men,  and 
the  cufliions  for  the  women  ;  after  which 
I  Itationed  xnyfelf  at  the  chamber-door, 
to  announce* and  introduce  the  perfons 
who  arrived.  While  I  was  employed 
in  this  office,  for  the  firft  time,  the  go- 
vernor of  the  pages,  who  by  accident 


was  then  in  the  anti-chamber  with  me, 
defcribed  them  all  very  pleafantly,  as 
they  came  in.  His  name  was  Andrew 
Molina,  naturally  dry  and  fatirical, 
with  a  good  (hare  of  underftanding. 
A  bifhop  being  the  rail  who  prefented' 
himfejf,  I  announced  him;  and  when 
he  was  entered,  the  governor  obferved, 
'  That  prelate  is  a  man  of  a  very  plea- 

*  fant  character  :  having  a  little  ere- 
'  dit  at  court,   he  would  fain  make  e- 
'  very  one  believe,  that  he  has  a  great 
'  deal,  and  offers  his  intereft  to  afl  the 

*  world,    without  ferving  any  body. 

*  One  day,  meeting  at  court  with  a 
'  gentleman  who  faluted  him,  he  ftop- 

*  ped,  loaded  him  with  civilities,  and, 
'  fqueezing   his  hand,  faid,    "  I  am 
"  wholly   devoted   to    your   fervice ; 
"  pray,  Sir,  put  me  to  the  proof:  I 
"  fhall  never  die  fatisfied  until  I  have 
"  an  opportunity  of  obliging  you  !" 
'  The  gentleman  thanked  him  in  a 

*  very  grateful  manner  j  they  parted; 
'  and  the  prelate  faid  to  one  of  his  fol- 
'  lowers,  "  I  think  I  know  that  man  j  I 
"  have  a  confufed  idea  of  having  feen 
"  him  fomewhere." 

Immediately  after  the  bifliop,  the 
fon  of  a  grandee  appeared  j  and  when 
I  had  introduced  him  into  my  lady's 
chamber,  *  That  nobleman,'  faid  Mo- 
lina, '  is  another  original.  You  muft 

*  know,  that  he  goes  often  to  a  houfe, 

*  in  order  to  treat  of  fome  important 
'  affair  with  the  gentleman  who  lives 
'.  in  it,  and  comes  away  without  re- 

*  mernbering  to  fpeak  a  fyllable  about 

*  the  matter. — But,'  added  the  gover- 
nor, feeing  two  ladies  advance,  *  there 

*  comes  Donna  Angela  de  Pennafiel, 

*  and  Donna  Margarita  de  Montalvan, 
'  two   ladies    between   whom   there  is 

*  not  the   Jeaft   refemblance  :    Donna 

*  Margarita,  who  piques  herfelf  on  be- 

*  ing  a  philosopher,  will  undertake  the 
'   moft  profound  doctors  of  Salamanca 
'  in  a  difpute,  without  fuffering  their 

*  arguments  to  get   the  better  of  her 
'  argumentation.    As  for  Donna  An- 
'  gela,  fhe  does  not  affect  the  virtuofo, 

*  although  her  underftanding   is   per- 

*  feclly  well  cultivated  ;  her  converla- 
(  tion  is  fenfible,  her  fentiments  refined, 

*  and  her  expreffion  delicate,  noble,  and 

*  natural.' — '  This  laft  is  an  amiable 
.'  characler,'  laid  I  to  Molina ;  '  but 


The  armouccer,  frooi   the    Latin  word  annurciare,   is  a  domeftick,  who  ftarwis  in 
ball  vu  viliiin^  days,   and  pronounces  aloud  ihc  uajn.es  of  the  company  as  they  enter. 

U  «  the 
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1   the  other,  in  my  opinion,   is  incon- 
',  liftent  with  the  fair-fex.'— <  Not  very 

*  confident  !'  he  replied  with  a  fneer : 
*.  and  even  a  great  many  men  are  ren- 
'  dered   ridiculous   by   fuch  a  difpoii- 
'  tion.    Madam  the  march ionefs,  our 

*  lady,'  continued  he,   *  is  alib  a  little 

*  tainted    with    philofophy.       What 
(  wrangling  will  there  be  here  to-day  1 
'  God  grant  that  religion  may  not  be 

*  concerned  in  the  dii'pute  !' 

As  he  i'poke  thefe  words,  we  per- 
ceived a  meagre  man  come  in,  with  an 
air  of  referve  and  a  grim  countenance. 
My  governor  did  not  fpare  him.  '  This 

*  here,'  laid  he,  *  is  one  of  your  ferious 

*  wits,  who  would  fain  pals  for  great 
'  geniufes,  by  the  favour  of  a  few  fen- 

*  tences  learned  from  Seneca,  and  who 

*  are  eafily  detected  to  be  fools,  if  you 

*  examine  them  a  little  clofely.'    The 
next  that  came  in   was  a  well-fliaped 
cavalier,  with  a  Grecian  mien,  that  is, 
a.  very  felf-fufficient  appearance  :  when 
1  aiked  who  he  was,  Molina  anfwered, 

He  is  a  dramatick  poet,  who  has 
compofed,  in  his  time,  an  hundred 
thoufand  verfes,  which  never  brought 
him  in  four-pence:  but,  in  recom- 
pence  for  that,  he  has  procured  a 
confiderable  fettlement,  by  fix  lines 
of  prole.1 
I  was  going  to  inform  myfelf  of  the 
nature  of  a  fortune  got  fo  eafily,  when 
I  heard  a  great  noife  on  the  ftair-cafe. 
Good  !'  cried  the  governor,  *  there 
comes  the  Licentiate  Campanario, 
who  gives  notice  of  his  approach  be- 
fore he  appears  ;  and,  beginning  to 
talk  at  the  ftieet-door,  continues 
without  intermifTion  until  he  goes  a- 
way.1  Sure  enough,  the  whole  houfe 
rang  again  with  the  voice  of  the  thun- 
dering licentiate  ;  who,  at  length,  en- 
tered the  anti-chamber  with  a  batchelor 
of  his  acquaintance,  and  did  not  leave 
oft  fpeaking  all  the  time  his  vilit  laited. 

*  Signior  Campanario,'  laid  I  to  Mo- 
lina, '  feems  to  be  a,  great  genius/— 

Yes,'  replied  my  governor  ;  *  he  has 
fome  bright  Tallies,  quaint  expref- 
fion:;,  and  a  good  deal  of  humour; 
bur,  over  and  above  his  being  an  un- 
confcionable  talker,  he  does  not  fail 
to  make  repetitions  ;  and,  not  to 
over-rate  his  talents,  I  believe  the 
agreeable  and  comick  air  with  which 
l;e  lea  ions  every  thing  he  lays,  con- 
ftitutcs  lirs  chief  merit:  for  thegreat- 
eit  part  of  his  llrokes  would  do  no 


'  great  honour  to  a  collection  of  wit- 
'   ticifms.' 

Abundance  of  other  people  came  in, 
of  whom  Molina  made  very  humour- 
ous pictures,  among  which  he  did  not 
forget  that  of  the'marchionefs.     '  I 
allure  you,'  faid  he,  '  our  patronefs 
is  a  lady  of  a  very  even  temper,  in 
fpite  of  all  her  philofophy.     She  is 
not  at  all  difficult  to  pleafe,  and  one 
is  fubjefted  to  very  few  caprices  in 
her  fervice.     She  is  one  of  the  molt 
reafonable  women  of  quality  I  know, 
and  is  even  without  paffion  j  me  has 
as  little  tafte  for  gallantry  as  for  play, 
and    loves    converfation    only :     in 
fhort,  moft  ladies  would  think  her 
way  of  life  infupportably  tirefome.* 
The  governor,  by  this  elogium,  pre- 
pofieffed  me  in  the  favour  of  my  mif- 
trefs ;    neverthelefs,  fome  days  after, 
I  could  not  help  fufpe&ingthat  me  was 
not  fuch  an  enemy  to  love  :  and  I  will 
relate  on  what  foundation  my  fufpi- 
cion  was  built. 

One  morning,  while  fhe  was  at  her 
toilet,  a  little  man  prefented  himfelf 
to  me,  about  forty  years  old,  of  a  dif- 
agreeable  figure,  more  dirty  than  the 
author  Pedro  de  Noya,  and  very  much 
hunch-backed  into  the  bargain.  When 
he  told  me  he  wanted  to  fpeak  with 
the  marchionefs,  I  afked  him,  '  From 
'  whom?'  to  which  he  anfwered,  with 
a  haughty  look,  *  From  myfelf:  tell 
'  her  I  am  the  gentleman  of  whom  flic 
c  fpoke  yefterday  to  Donna  Anna  de 
'  Velafco.'  I  introduced  him  into  my 
lady's  apartment,  and  fignified  his 
arrival :  upon  which  fbe  immediately 
exclaimed,  in  atranfportot  joy,  *  Shew 
«  him  in!'  She  not  only  gave  him  a 
favourable  reception,  but  likewile  or- 
dered all  her  women  out  of  the  room  ; 
fo  that  the  little  hunch-back,  more 
happy  than  an  honefter  man,  remain- 
ed alone  with  her?  while  the  chamber- 
maids and  I  made  ourfelves  merry 
with  this  fine  tcte  a  tete  that  lafted 
near  an  hour  }  after  which,  my  pa- 
tronefs difmifled  the  crook-back,  load- 
ed with  civilities,  that  mewed  how 
well  flie  was  fatisfied  with  his  c 
ihtion  j  which,  in  effecl,  captivated 
her  fo  much,  that  me  told  me,  one 
evening,  in  private,  *  Gil  Bias,  when 
'  the  man  with  the  hunch  returns, 
'  bring  him  into  my  apartment  as  fe- 
<  cretly  as  poflible.'  I  obeyed ;  and 
when  the  little  man  carac  back  next 
morning, 
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morning,  conduced  him  by  a  private 
ftair-cafe  to  my  lady's  chamber.  I 
performed  the  fame  office,  mod  devout- 
ly, two  or  three  times,  without  fufpect- 
ing  that  there  could  be  any  gallantry 
in  the  cafe  ;  but  the  malignity  which 
is  fo  natural  to  mankind  foon  infpired 
me  with  ftrange  ideas;  and  I  concluded, 
that  the  inclination  of  the  marchionefs 
was  either  very  whimfical,  or  that  ;he 
hunch-back  acted  the  part  of  a  go- 
between. 

PrepoflefTed  with    this    opinion,    I 
often  laid  to  myfelf,  *  If  my  lady  is 

*  in  love  with  a  handfome  man,  I  for- 

*  give  her  ;  but  if   me  is  captivated 

*  with  this  baboon,  truly  I  cannot  ex- 
'  cufe  the  depravity  of  her  tafte.'  How 
much  was  I  miftaken  in  my  patronefs  ! 
the  little  hunch-back  dabbled  in  ma- 
gick  j  and,  as  his  Ikill  had  been  ex- 
tolled to  the  marchionefs,  who  will- 
ingly liftened  to  the  delufions  of  luch 
importers,    me    honoured    him   with 
thefe  private  converfations,  in  which  he 
mewed  her  things  in  a  glafs  j    taught 
her  to  turn  the  fieve  ;  and,  for  money, 
revealed  all  the  mylteriesof  the  cabala  j 
or   rather,  to  fpeak  truly,  he   was  a 
(harper  who  fubfifted  at  the  expence  of 
credulous  people,  and  was  faid  to  have 
feveral  women  of  quality  under  con- 
tribution. 


CHAP.    IX. 

THE  INCIDENT  IN  CONSEQUENCE 
OF  WHICH  GIL  BLAS  QUITTED 
THE  MARCHIONESS  DE  CHAVES  ; 
AND  THE  COURSE  HE  FOLLOW- 
ED AFTERWARDS. 

I  Had  already  lived  fix  months  with 
the  Marchionefs  de  Chaves  j  and, 
I  confefs,  was  fatisfied  with  my  condi- 
tion :  but  the  deftiny  I  had  to  fulfil 
would  not  permit  me  to  live  longer  in 
that  lady's  houfe,  nor  even  in  Madrid  ; 
I  will  therefore  recount  the  adventure 
that  obliged  me  to  remove  from  both. 
Among  my  lady's  maids,  there  was 
one  called  Portia  j  who,  befides  her 
youth  and  beauty,  poiTeiTed  luch  an 
amiable  character,  that  I  attached  my- 
felf to  her,  without  knowing  that  I 
muft  difpute  her  heart  with  a  rival. 
The  fecretary  of  the  marchionefs,  who 
was  a  proud  man,  and  very  much  ad- 
to  jealoufy,  being  captivated 


with  my  princefs,  no  fooner  perceived 
my  paffion,  thai),  without  ernleavour- 
ing  to  find  out  my  reception  with  Por- 
tia, he  refolved  to  fight  me  in  fingle 
combat,  and  for  this  purpofe  appoint- 
ed  me  to   meet  him  one  morning  in 
a  private  place.     As  he  was  a  little 
man,  whofe    head   fcarce  reached  my 
moulders,  and  feemed  at  the  fame  time* 
very-  weak,  I  did  not  think  him  a  very 
dangerous    rival,    but    repaired    with 
great  confidence  to  the  place  appointed, 
in   hopes  of  gaining  an  eafy  victory, 
and  making  a  merit  of  it  with  Portia: 
but  the  event  did  not  anfwer  my  ex- 
pectation.    The  little  fecretary,  who 
had  been  two  or  three  years    at   the 
fencing-fchool,  difarmed  me   like  an 
infant,  and  holding  the  point  of  his 
fword    to  my  throat,  «  Prepare,'  faid 
he,  '  for  the  mortal  blow;  or  elfe  give 
'  me  thy  word  of  honour  that  thou 
'  wilt  this  day  quit  the  fervice  of  the 
«  Marchionefs  de  Chaves,  and  never 
'  more  think  of  Portia.'     I  made  him 
that  promife,  and  kept  it  without  re- 
luctance ;  being  afhamed  to  appear  be- 
fore the  reft  of  the  fervants,  after  my 
defeat,  efpecialJy  before  the  fair  Helen 
who  had  been  the  caule  of  our  duel. 
My  fole  intention  in  returning  to  the 
houfe,  was  to  carry  off  my  goods  and 
inoneyj  which  having  done,  I  fet  out 
the  fame  day  for  Toledo;  my  purfe 
being  pretty  well  furniflied,  and  my 
back  loaded  with  a  bundle  compofed 
of    my   whole  wearing- apparel :    for 
though  I  had  not  engaged  to  quit  Ma- 
drid, I  thought  proper  to  leave  it,  at 
leaft  for  fome  years  j  and  formed  the 
refolution  of  making  the  tour  of  Spain, 
and  of  halting  at  every  town.     *  The 
money  I    have,'  faid    I  to   myfelf, 
will   carry  me  a  great  way  j  for  I 
don't  intend  to  be  extravagant;  and 
when  I  have  no  more,  I  will  betake 
myfelf  again  to  fervice.     A  young 
man   of  my   accomplishments   will 
find  places  in  abundance,  whenever 
he  pleafes  to  go  in  quell  of  them.* 
I  longed,  in  particular,  to  fee  To- 
ledo ;  whither  I  arrived  at  the  end  of 
three  days,  and  took  up  my  lodging 
at  a  good  inn,  where  I  pafled  for  a 
gentleman    of  confequence,    by    the 
favour  of  my  intriguing  drefs,  which 
I    did    not   fail    to  put  on,    and   by 
the  foppifh  airs  which  I  affected.     It 
was  in  my  own  option  to  eftablifh  a 
correfpondence  with  fome  handlbme 
U  *  women, 
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4  where  we  may  be  flickered  from  that 
'  Itorm  which  1  fee  brewing  in  the  air, 
*  and  which  will  burft  very  foon.'  At 
that  inftant,  wedifcovered  and  repaired 


to  a  tufted  alley  of  trees,  that  condudl- 


women  who  lived  in  the  neighbour- 
hood: but  underltanding  that  I  muft 
begin  by  fpending  a  good  deal  of 
money  upon  them,  I  bridled  my  de- 
fires  j  and  feeling  ftill  a  ftrong  incli- 
nation for  travelling,  after  having  ed  us  to  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  where 
feen  every  thing  that  was  curious  in  we  found  an  hermitage. 
Toledo,  I  left  it  one  morning  by  break 
of  day,  and  took  the  road  to  Cuenca, 
with  an  intention  to  go  to  Arragon. 
On  the  fecond  day  of  my  journey,  I 
went  into  an  inn  on  the  road  j  and  juil 
as  I  fat  down  to  refrefh  myfelf,  a  com- 
pany of  foldiers  belonging  to  the  Holy 
Brotherhood  came  in,  and  calling  for 


wine,  fell  to  drinking.  While  they 
were  over  their  cups,  I  heard  them 
defcribe  a  young  man  whom  they  had 
orders  to  apprehend.  *  The  gentle- 
man/ faid  one  of  them,  *  is  not 
more  than  twenty  years  of  age,  has 
long  black  hair,  a  good  fhape,  an 
aquiline  note,  and  is  mounted  on  a 
b;iy  horle.' 
I  Jiltened  without  feeming  to  give 
attention  to  what  they  faid,  and  truly 
I  divi  not  concern  myfelf  much  about 
the  matter.  Leaving  them  in  the  inn, 
I  fet  forward  on  my  journey,  and  had 
not  walked  a  quarter  of  a  league,  when 
I  met  a  young  gentleman  of  a  good 
mien,  mounted  on  a  chefnut- coloured 
horle.  *  Upon  my  faith/  faid  I  to 
myfelf,  *  this  is  the  man  whom  the 

*  ibldiers  are  in  fearch  of:  he  has  long 

*  black  hair,  and  an  aquiline  nofe.     1 

*  muft    do  him  a   good   office.— Sir,' 
faid  I  to  him,  '  give  me  leave  to  afk, 
'  whether  or  not  you  have  fome  affair 

*  of  honour  on  your  hands  ?'     The 
young  gentleman,  without  making  any 
it-ply,  looked  earneftly  at  me,  andfeem- 
td    lurprized  at  my    queirion.     Upon 
which  I  allured  him,  that  it  was  net  out 
of  curiofity  that  I  had  addrefled  him  in 
this   manner;   and    he  was   very  well 
convinced  of  it,  when  I  told  him  what  I 
Inc!  overheard  at  the  inn.     '  Generous 

*  Granger,'  laid  he,  «  I  will  nut  deny 
'  that  I  have  renfon  to  brlieve  myfeif 
'  theperfon  whom  thofe  foKiicrswant  to 
f  apprehend  j  and  therefore  will   take 

*  another  road  in  order  to  avoid  them.' 
— '  It  is  my  .opinion,1  I  replied,  '  that 

*  we   /hould    immediately    feck    fome 
4  place  where  you  nr.:y  be  lecurc,  and 


It  was  a  large  deep  grotto,  that  time 
had  fcooped  in  the  rock,  to  which 
the  art  of  man  had  added  a  kiud  of 
front,  built  of  pebbles  and  /hell-work, 
and  quite  covered  with  turf:  the  ad- 
jacent field  was  ftrewed  with  a  thou- 
fand  forts  of  flowers,  which  perfumed 
the  air  j  and  hard  by  the  grotto  we  per- 
ceived a  little  opening  in  the  rock,  from 
whence  iflueci,  with  an  agreeable  noife, 
a  fpring  of  water  that  run  winding  a- 
long  a  meadow.  At  the  entrance  of 
this  folitary  habitation,  appeared  a 
holy  hermit  {looping  under  the  weight 
of  old  age,  fupporting  himfelf  with  a 
ftafTin  one  hand,  and  holding  in  the 
other  a  rofary  of  large  beads,  compofed 
of  twenty  courfes  at  leaft.  His  head 
was  buried  in  a  brown  woollen  cap, 
with  long  ears,  and  his  beard,  more 
white  than  (now,  came  down  to  his 
middle.  When  we  approached  him, 
'  Father,'  faid  I,  *  be  fo  good  as  to 

*  favour  us  with  fhelter  from  the  im- 
'  pending  ftorm.' — (  Enter,  my  chii- 
'  clren,'    replied   the    anchorite,    after 
having  obferved  me  attentively  j  '  this 

*  hermitage   is  at  your  fervicej    and 
1  you  may  ftay  here  as  long  as  you 

*  pleafe.     As  for  your  horfe,'  added 
he,  pointing  to  the  fore-part  of  his  ha- 
bitation, '  he* will  be  very  well  accom- 
'  modated   in   that  place.'     The  gen- 
tleman who  accompanied  me,  difpofeii 
of  his  beaft  accordingly,  and  then  we 
followed  the  old  man  into  the  grotto, 
which   as  foon  as  we  had  entered,  a 
great  fhower  fell,  mingled  with  flames 
of  lightning,    and    dreadful   peals    of 
thunder.    The  hermit  fell  on  his  knees 
before  an    image   of    St.    Pacomo  *, 
which  was  glued  to  the  wall,  and  we 
followed    his    example.      Meanwhile, 
the  thunder  ceafed,  and  we   got  up  j 
but  as  the  rain  continued,   and  the  day 
was  far  fpent,  «  My  children,'  faid  the 
old  man,  'I  would  not  advrfe  yoxi   to 

*  proceed  on  your  journey  in  luci. 
«  ther,  unlefs  you  have  fome  pi. 


*   St.  Pacorno,  was  aa  Egypt!  m,  whofe   faith,  is  faid  to  have   been  fo  effect  u.' 
K- walkej  among  ferperjts  unhurt ;  and  that   when  he  had  occafion    to    c: 


Is'iic,  he  ivrts  uaniyorted  from  one  iidv  tc  the  other  en  the  back  of  ac'ccodile. 
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<  affair/  The  young  man  and  I  re- 
plied, that  we  had  none  that  hindered 
us  from  halting  ;  and  that,  if  we  were 
not  afraid  of  incommoding  him,  we 
would  beg  leave  to  pafs  the  night  in 
his  hermitage.  <  You  won't  incom- 

•  mode  me  in   the  leaft,'  laid  the  her- 
mit ;  *  but  will  have  reaibn  to  complain 

•  of  your  lodging;   for  you  muft  lie 
«  hard,  and  I    have  nothing   to   offer 
«  you  but  anchorite's  fare.1 

So  faying,  the  holy  man  made  us  fit 
down  at  a  fmall  table-,  and  prefenting 
us  with  a  few  onions,  a  cruft  of  bread, 
and  a  pitcher  of  water,  <  My  ions/ 
faid  he,  '  you  fee  my  ufual  repaft  j  but 
'  to-day  I  will  commit  an  excels,  out 

•  of  regard  to  you.'     He  then  brought 
a  little  cheefe,  with  two  handfuls  of 
filberts,    and  Spread    them    upon    the 
table.     The  young  man,  who  had  no 
great   appetite,  did  not  much  honour 
to  the  fealt :  upon  which  the  hermit  ob- 
ferved  to  him,  '  I  perceive  that  you  are 

accuftomed  to  better  tables  than  mine, 
or  rather,  that  fenfuality  has  corrupt- 
ed your  natural  tafte.  I  have  been  in 
the  world,  as  you  are  now  ;  the  moft 
delicate  viands,  the  moft exquifite  ra- 
gouts, were  not  too  good  for  my 
palate;  but  fmce  I  have  lived  in  ib- 
litude,  I  have  retrieved  the  former 
purity  of  my  tafte,  and  at  prefent 
can  relifli  nothing  but  roots,  fruits, 
milk — in  a  word,  that  which  com- 
pofed  the  nourilhment  of  our  firft 
parents.' 

While  he  fpoke  in  this  manner,  the 
young  man  funk  into  a  profound  rs- 
verie  ;  which  the  hermit  perceiving, 
My  fon,'  faid  he  to  him,  '  you  have 
an  oppreflion  on  your  fpirits ;  may  I 
not  know  the  caufe  ?  unbofom  your- 
felf  to  me.  It  is  not  curiofity,  but 
charity  alone,  that  animates  my  re- 
queft.  I  am  of  age  to  give  advice  ; 
and  perhaps  your  lituation  requires 
it.'—*  Yes,  father,'  replied  the  ca- 
valier, with  a  figh  ;  '  1  have,  doubt- 
lefs,  occafion  for  advice  ;  and  I  will 
follow  yours,  fmce  you  are  fo  good 
as  to  offer  it.  I  believe  I  run  no 
rifque  in  difcovering  myfelf  to  a 
man  of  your  character.1 — '  No,  my 
fon,'  faid  thefenior;  '  you  have  no- 
thing to  fear  on  that  (core,  and  may 
fafcly  trult  me  with  any  il-cret.'  In 
this  confidence,  the  cavalier  ipoke  as 
follows, 


CHAP,     X. 

THE      STORY     OF     DOM    ALPHOMSO 
AND  THE  FAIR  SERAPHINA. 

*  T  Will  conceal  nothing  from  you, 
A  *  father,  nor  from  the  other  gen- 
tleman who  hears  me  j  for,  after  the 
generofity  he  (hewed,  I  mould  be  to 
blame  to  diitrurt  him.  Liften,  there- 
fore, to  my  misfortunes.  I  was  born 
in  Madrid,  and  my  origin  is  this  : 
an  officer  of  the  German  guards,  call- 
ed the  Baron  de  Steinbach,  going 
home  one  evening,  perceived  a  bun- 
dle of  white  linen  at  the  foot  of  the 
ftair-cafe.  He  took  it  up,  and  carried 
it  to  his  wife's  apartment,  where  he 
found  it  to  be  a  new-born  infant 
wrapped  in  very  handfomefwaddling- 
cloaths  j  with  a  billet,  importing, 
that  it  belonged  to  perfons  of  quality, 
who  would  one  day  make  themfelves 
known ;  and  that  it  had  been  bap- 
tized by  the  name  of  AJphonfo.  I 
am  that  unhappy  infant,  and  this  is 
all  that  I  know  of  my  birth  and  pa- 
rentage :  facrificed  to  honour  or  in- 
fidelity, I  know  net  whether  my 
mother  expofed  me,  in  order  to  con- 
ceal a  diihonourable  flame;  or,  fe- 
duced  by  a  perjured  lover,  found 
herielf  under  the  cruel  neceffity  of 
difowning  the  fruit  of  her  womb. 
'  Be  that  as  it  will,  the  baron  and 
the  lady  were  touched  with  my  fitua- 
tion ;  and,  as  they  had  no  children, 
of  their  own,  determined  to  educate 
me  under  the  name  of  Dan  Alphon'- 
fo.  As  I  advanced  in  years,  their 
attachment  to  me  increafed;  my 
flattering  and  complaifant  behaviour 
attracted  their  carelfes  every  .mo- 
ment; in  a  word,  I  had  the  good 
fortune  to  make  myfejf  beloved  : 
they  gave  me  all  kind  of  m afters;  my 
education  became  their  only  ftudy  ; 
and,  far  from 'expecting  impatiently 
that  my  parents  would difcover  them- 
felves, they  feemed.  on  the  contrary, 
to  wifli  that  my  birth  would  always 
remain  a  fecret.  As  foon  as  the 
baron  found  me  able  to  carry  arms, 
he  entered  me  in  the  fen-ice;  pro- 
cured for  me  an  enfign's  commiffion; 
ordered  my  finall  equipage  to  be 
got  ready;  and,  to  animate  me  the 
more  to  feek  occafiong  of  acquiring 
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c  gl017»  ne  feprefented  to  me  that  the 
career  of  honour  was  open  to  every 
body,  and  that  in  war  I  might  obtain 

*  a  name  the  more  glorious,  as  I  mould 

*  owe  it  to  myielf  aJone.    At  the  fame 

*  time  he   revealed  the  fecret  of  my 
'  birth,  which  he  had  hitherto   con- 

*  cealed  from  my  knowledge.     As  I 

*  palled  for  his  ion  mMadrid,?nd  eftec- 

*  tually  believed  myielf  to  be  fo,  I  own 
'  this  piece  of  information  gave  me  a 
'  good  deal  of  pain  :  I  could  not  then, 
'  nor  cannot  now,  think  of  it  without 

*  fhdme  ;  for  the  more  my  fentiments 

*  feemed   to  argue  me  of  a  noble  ori- 

*  gin,  the  greater  my  confufion  was, 
'  to  lee  myielf  abandoned  by  thofe  who 
'  gave  me  being. 

*  I  went  to  ferve  in  tbeLow-Coun- 

*  tries  ;  but  the  peace  being  concluded 
'  foon  after,  and  Spain  rid  of  herene- 
'  mies,  though  not  of  thofe  who  en- 

*  vied   her  profperity,    I    returned    to 
c  Madrid,  where  I  received  frefh  marks 
'  of  tendernefs  from  the  baron  and  his 

*  lady.     About  two  months  after  my 

*  return,  a  little  page  came  into  my 

*  room   one    morning,    and  prefented 

*  to  me  a  billet,  conceived  pretty  near- 
'  ly  in  thefe  words. 

"  T  Am  neither  ugly  nor  ill-fhaped; 
JL  "  and  yet  you  fee  rne  frequently 
fs  at  the  window,  without  paying  ho- 
**  mage  with  your  eyes.  This  beha- 
*'  viour  but  ill  anfwers  your  gallant 
*'  appearance;  and  piques  me  fo  much, 
"  that  I  wifli  I  could  infpireyou  with 
'«  love,  to  be  revenged  on  your  indif- 
«'  ference,." 

'  Having  read  this  billet,  I  did  not 
doubt  that  it  came  from  a  widow 
called  Leonora,  who  lived  oppoiitc 
to  our  houfe,  and  havi  t!ie  reputation 
of  being  very  coquettim.  I  inter- 
rogated the  p:;ge,  who  was  «n  the 
relerve  at  firlr,  but  in  confider.ition 
of  a  ducat,  which  I  flipped  into  his 
hand,  he  fatished  my  curiolity  ;  and 
even  undertook  to  canv  an  anlwcr, 
by  which  I  informed  his  miftrefs, 
that  I  acknowledged  my  crime,  and 
was  already  femible  of  her  being 
more  than  half  revenged. 

*  I  was  not  at  all  inienfible  of  this 
kind  of  conqueil :   I  kept  the  houfc 
ail  that  day,  and  took  great  care  to 
be  always   at   the   window,    that    I 
.'iii^ht  obkivc  the  lady,  who  did  not 


«  forget  to  mew  herfelf  at  her's.  I 
1  made  love  to  her  in  dumb  fliew  j 
'  me  anfwered  my  fignals,  and  next 
'  morning  let  me  know  by  her  page, 
«  that  if  I  would  be  in  the  ftreet  be- 

*  twixt  eleven  and  twelve  at  night,  I 
'  might  converfe  with  her  at  a  par- 
f  lour  window.  Though  I  did  not  find 

*  myfelf  very  much  in  love  with  fuch  a 
'  forward  widow,    I  did  not  fail    to 
'  return  a  very  paflionate  anlwer,  and 

*  to  wait  for  night  with  as  much  im- 
'  patience  as  if  I   had  been  violently 

*  fmitten.  In  the  evening,  t  went  out 
'  to  walk  in  the  Prado  till  the  hour  of 
'  aflignation  ;  and  was  no  fooner  ar- 
'  rived   at  that    place,    than  a    man, 
'  mounted  on   a  fine  horfe,  alighted 
'  hard  by  me,  and  accoftingme  haftily, 
'  faid,  "  Are  not  you  the  fon  of  Ba- 
11  ron  Steinbach  ?"     When  I  replied 
'  in  the  affirmative,    "-  You    are   the 
"  perfon,"  faid  he,  "  who  intend  to 
**  converfe  with  Leonora  at  her  win- 
"  dow.     Her  pige  has  fliewn  me  her 
"  letters    and   your    anfwers,    and   I 
"  have    followed   you   this     evening, 
"  from  your  own  houfe  hither,  to  let 
"  you   know  that  you   have  a  rival, 
*'  whofe  pride  is  very  much  mortified 
11  in   being  obliged  to  difpute  a  heart 
"  with  fuch  a  one  as  you.     I  believe 
"  I  need  fay  no  more  j  we  are  now  in 
"  a  private  place.  Let  us  draw,  there- 
"  fore,  unlefs,  to  avoid   the  chaltife- 
**  ment  I  prepare  for  you,  you  will  pro- 
"  mile  to  break  cff  all  correfpondence 
<(  with  Leonora.     You  muft  either  fa- 
"  crifice   to   me  the  hopes  you  have 
"  conceived,  or  forfeit  your  life  ini- 
"  mediately." — "  You   ought  then,v* 
'  faid  I    to  him,  '*  to  have  requeued, 
*'  not   demanded,    that    facrifice  j     I 
"  might,  perhaps,  have  granted  it  to 
"  your  intreaty,  but  1  retufeitto  your 
"  threats.1' 

*'  It  is  very  well  !"  he  replied,  after 

*  having  tied  his  horie  to  a  tree  {  "  dra\v 
"   then  !    It  does  not  become  a  perfoii 
'*  of  my  quality,   to  ftoop  fo  low  as  to 
"   intreat  a  man  of  your  Itation  ;  mo(t 
'*  people  of   my   rank,    in  the    f;ime 
"  cale,  would    have   revenged    them- 
t(  fclvcs   in    a   Icfs  honourable   way." 

*  I  was  (hocked  with  theff  lalt  words, 
'  and    leeing    his  fwoid    already   un- 

*  (heathed,  tlrew  mine  alfo:    v 

*  tacked  one  anciher  with  fuch  fury, 

*  that  the  combat  did  not  lait  long ) 
'  whether  he  afled  with  too  much  heat, 

t    Qf 
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«  or  I  had  more  fkill,  I  know  not; 
'  but  I  gave  him  a  mortal  thruft,  upon 

<  which  I  faw  him  ftagger  and  fall. 

*  Whereupon,  attending  to  my  own 
**  fafety  only,    I  mounted   his  horfe, 
«  and  took  the  road  to  Toledo.  I  durft 

<  not  return  to  the  baron's  houfe,  being 
'  well  afTured  that  my  adventure  would 
'  very  much  afnic~l  him  j  and  when  I 
«  confidered   the  clanger    in  which   I 
«  was,  I  thought  I  could  not  get  out 
«  of  Madrid  too  foon. 

«  In  the  midft  of  the  mod  melan- 
'  choly  rene6tions  I  rode  the  remaining 
«  part  of  the  night,  and  all  the  morn- 
'  ingj  but  towards  noon,  was  obliged 
«  to  halt,  in  order  to  give  my  horfe 

<  fome  reft,  and  avoid  the  heat  of  the 

*  day,  which   grew  infupportable,     I 
'  tarried,  therefore,  in  a  village,  till 

*  fun-fet,  after  which  I  continued  my 
1  journey,  refolving  to  make  but  one 

*  ftage   to    Toledo.     I    had   got  two 
'  leagues  beyond  Illefcas,  when,  to- 

*  wards  midnight,  I  was  furprized  in 
«  the  middle  of  a  field,  with  juftfuch 
'  another  ftorm  as  fell  to-day ;  upon 

*  which  I  drew  near  the  wall  of  a  gar- 
'  den  that  I  perceived  at  the  diftance 

*  of  a  few  paces;  and  not  finding  a 

*  more  convenient  flicker,  ftood  with 

*  my  horfe  as  clofe  as  I  could  to  the 
'  door  of  a  fummer-houfe,  fituated  at 

*  the  end  of  the  wall,  over  which  there 

<  was  a  balcony.     As  I  leaned  againft 
«  the  door,  I  perceived  it  open,  which 
'  I  afcribed  to  the  negligence   of  ier- 

*  vants ;  and    alighting,    lefs   out  of 

<  curiofity  than  for  the  fake  of  being 

*  better  fcreened  from  the  rain,  which 
'  did  not  ceafe  to  incommode  me  while 

*  I  remained  under  the  balcony,  I  en- 
'  tered  the  ground-floor  of  the  ium- 

*  mer-houfe,  with  my  horfe,  which  I 

*  led  by  the  bridle. 

1  I  employed  myfelf  during  the  tem- 
'  peft,  in  obferving  the  place  ;  and 

*  though  I    could  dirtinguifh  nothing 
«  but  by   the    lightning   that   flamed 
'  around,  it  was  eafy  to  perceive  that 

*  the  houfe  could  not  belong  to  a  vul- 

*  gar  owner.     I  expe&ed  Itill  that  the 
'  rain  would  ceafe,  intending  to  pro- 

*  ceed  on  my  journey  ;    but  a  great 
«  light  that  I  obferved  at  a  diftance, 

*  made  me  change  nay  refolution.  Leav- 

*  ing  my  horfe  in  the  fummer-houfe, 

*  the  door  of  which  I  took  care  to  fe- 

*  cure,  I  advanced  towards  the  light, 

*  perfuaded  that  there  was  ftill  fome- 


body  in  the  houfe,  not  yet  gone  to 
bed,  and  refolved  to  requeft  lodging 
for  that  night.  Having  crofled  feve- 
ral  walks,  I  arrived  at  a  faloon,  the 
door  of  which  I  found  open  alfo  :  I 
entered  it,  and  when  I  had  obferved 
all  the  magnificence  of  the  place,  by 
the  light  of  a  fine  chryftal  branch, 
I  no  longer  doubted  that  I  was  lit 
the  houie  of  fome  rich  nobleman. 
The  pavement  was  of  .marble  ;  th« 
vvainlcot  very  handfome,  and  curi- 
ouily  gilt ;  the  cornices  of  admira- 
ble workmanmip;  and  the  cieling 
painted  by  the  mod  fldlful  matters  : 
but  what  I  took  particular  notice  of, 
was  an  infinite  number  of  bufts  of 
Spanim  heroes,  fupported  on  pede- 
ftals  of  jafper,  all  around  the  faloon. 
I  had  leifure  enough  to  confider  all 
thefe  things  ;  for  though  I  liftened 
attentively  from  time  to  time,  I  nei- 
ther heard  the  leait  noife,  nor  faw  a 
living  creature  appear. 
'  There  being  on  one  fide  of  the 
faloon  a  door  unbolted,  I  half  open- 
ed it,  and  perceived  a  range  of  rooms, 
the  iaft  of  which  only  was  lighted. 

'  What  (hall   I  do  ?"  faid  I  to  my- 
felf j  "  (hall  I  return,  or  boldly  pe- 

*  netrate  to  that  room  ?"  I  concluded 
that  the  moft  judicious  ftep  would 
be,  to  return  as  I  came.  But  I  could 
not  refill  my  curiofity,  or  rather  the 
force  of  deftiny  that  dragged  me  a- 
Ipng:  I  advanced  from  one  room  to 
another,  until  I  arrived  at  that  in 
which  was  the  light  j  that  is,  a  ta- 
per burning  on  a  marble  table,  in  a 
filver  candleilick  gilt.  I  at  firft  ob- 
ferved very  handfome  and  gay  fum- 
mer  furniture  ;  but  in  a  little  time, 
calling  my  eyes  upon  a  bed,  the  cur- 
tains of  which  were  half  drawn,  on 
account  of  the  heat,  I  faw  an  object 
that  attracted  my  whole  attention. 
This  was  a  young  lady,  who,  not- 
withftandingthe  noifeof  the  thunder, 
lay  in  a  profound  fleep.  I  approach- 
ed her  foftly,  and  by  the  light  of 
the  taper,  difcovered  a  complexion 
and  features  that  quite  dazzled  me. 
My  heart  took  the  alarm  at  the  fight  1 
I  felt  my  foul  fmitten  and  tranfport- 
ed  ;  but  whatever  emotions  agitated 
my  breaft,  the  opinion  which  I  had  of 
her  high  rank,  hindered  me  from  en- 
tertaining the  leaft  ram  thought,  and 
refpe£l  prevailed  over  inclination. 
«  While  I  glutted  myfelf  with  the 
*  pleafure 
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*  pleafure  of  contemplating  her  beau- 
'  ty,    (lit  awoke  j   and  you  may  guefs 
'  what  was  her  furprize,  when  fhe  faw 

*  a  man  whom  (he  did  not  know,  in 
4  her  bed-chamber  at  midnight.      She 

*  trembled  when  fhe  perceived  me,  and 
'  fhrieked  aloud  j  while  I  endeavour- 

*  ed  to  remove  her  fear,   by  kneeling 
'  before  her,  and  laying,  "  Madam, 
"  be  not  afraid  ;  I  come  not  hither  to 
c*  do  you  the  lea  ft  injury."   I  was  go- 
'  ing  on,  but  her  consternation    was 
«  luch,  that  fhe  did  not  hear  me.     She 
4  called  her  women  fevera!  times,  but 

*  nobody  anlwering,  me  put  on  a  thin 

*  night-gown  which  lay  at  the  bed's 

*  feet,  got  up  haftily,   and  went  into 
4  the   rooms  that  I   had  eroded,  fliil 
'  calling  her  maids,    and  a  younger 

*  filler  who  lived  under  her  care.     I 

*  expefled  to  fee  all  her  fervants  ap- 
4  pear,  and  had  reafon   to   apprehend 
c  that,  without  being  heard,  I  mould 
'  meet  with  very    difagreeable   treat- 
«  mentj  but,  luckily  for  me,  fhe  call  - 

*  ed  to  no  purpofe  ;  nobody  came  but 
'•an  old    domeftick,    who   could  not 
«  have  given  her  much  afiiftance,  had  Hie 
<  had  any  thing  to  fear.  Neverthelefs, 
€  growing  more  refolute  by  his   pre- 

*  fence,  fhe  a  Iked,  with  a  haughty  air, 
'  who  I  was,  and  how,  and  for  what 

*  reafon,  I  had  the  boldnefs   to  enter 

*  her  houfe.     I  then   began  to  jullify 
'  myfelf  j  and  had  no  fooner  told  her 

*  that  I  found   the  door  of  the  fum- 

*  mar- houfe  open,  than  fhe  exclaimed, 
il  Juit  Heaven  !  what  do  I  prefage!" 

'  So  laying,  file  feized  the  light,  and 
'  Searching  all  the  rooms,  one  after 
«  another,  could  fee  neither  her  maids 

*  nor  her  lifter,  but  even  obfcrved  that 
4  th«.-y  had  carried  off  all  their  baggage. 
4  Her  fufpicions  appearing  now  but  too 

*  plain,  fhe  returned  to  me,  and  faid, 
1  with  a  great  deal  of  emotion,  lt  Per- 
»{   fidious  wretch  !   add   not  diflimula- 
**  tion  to  treachery.   It  was  not  chance 
'<  that  brought  thee  here.     Thou  art 
"  one   of  the  followers    of  Don  Fer- 
«*   nando  de  Leyvn,  and  an  alfociate  in 
<«  his    crime  :     but   do  not    think   to 

ire  Hill  people  enow  to 
4<  fecure  thee!'' — "  Madam,"  anfwer-- 
4  ed  I,  "  do  not  confound  me  with 
:  enrmn-s.  I  know  no  luch  per- 
'*  fon  as  Don  Fernando  de  Leyva,  and 
'*  am  •,  ven  ignorant  of  your  nam<-  :uul 
41  quality.  I  am  an  unfortunv. 
«'  whom  an  alfuiv  vt  honour  hath  obli- 


"  ged  to  leave  Madrid  j  and  I  fweaf 
tc  by  all  that  is  i acred,  I  would  not 
"  have  entered  your  houfe,  had  it  not 
"  been  for  the  ftorm  that  furprized 
"  me  !  Judge,  therefore,  more  favour- 
<f  ably  of  me  j  and,  inftead  of  beliey- 
"  ing  me  an  accomplice  in  the  out- 
"  rage  you  have  fu tiered,  think  me  ra- 
c<  therdifpoled  to  revenge  it."  Thefe 

*  laft  words,  and  the  tone  with  which 
'  they  were  pronounced,  appeafed  the 
'  lady,  who  feemed  to  look  upon  me 

*  no  longer  as  her  enemy  :  but  if  her 
4  indignation  vanifhed,  it  was  only  to 
'  make  room  for  her  grief.     She  wept 
1  bitterly  j  I  was  melted  by  her  tears, 
1  and    no  lefs   afflicted    than  fhe,  al- 

*  though  I  did  not  know  the  caufe  of 

*  her  forrow.     I    not  only  wept  with 
4  her  ;  but,  impatient  to  revenge  her 
1  wrongs,  was  fei/ed  with  a  tranfport 
'  of  fury  :  "  Madam,"  cried  I,  "  what 
"  injury  hare  you  received?     Speak  ; 
"  I  efpoufe  your  refentment.    Shall  I 
"  purfue  Don  Fernando,  and  ftab  him 
"  to  the  heart  ?  Name  ail  thofe  whom 
4{  you    would  have  facrificed.     Com- 
<£  mand  my  fervice.     Whatever  dan- 
"  ger«,  whatever  misfortunes  may  be 
**  attached   to   your  vengeance,    that 
"  ftranger  whom   you  thought  confe- 
te  derate  with  your  enemies,  will  tempt 
"  them  all  for  your  fake!" 

'  This  tranfport  furprized  the  lady, 
e  and  flopped  the  courfe  of  her  tears  : 
"  Ah,  Sir!"  faid  flie,  «<  pardon  my 
"  fufpicion,  on  account  of  the  cruel 
*<  fituation  in  which  I  am.  Thefe  ge- 
"  nerotis  fentiments  have  undeceived 
tc  Seraphina,  and  even  freed  me  from 
*c  the  fhame  of  feeing  a  ftranger  wit- 
**  nefs  to  the  affront  put  upon  my  fa-' 
"  mily.  Yes,  generous  unknown  !  I 
"  acknowledge  my  error,  and  am  far 
te  from  rejecting  your  affillance  ;  but 
"  I  a  lie  not  the  death  of  Don  Fernan- 
«  do."— «  Well,  Madam,"  I  replied  ; 
"  what  fcrvicescan  you  cxpecl  of  me  ?'* 
— "  Sir,"  nnfwered  Seraphina,  **  the 
**  caufe  of  my  complaint  is  this  :  Don 
'*  Fernando  de  Leyva  is  in  love  with 
"  my  filter  Julia,  whom  he  faw  by 
"  accident  at  Toledo,  where  we  ufn- 
«'  ally  live.  Three  months  ago,  he 
"  afkcd  her  in  marriage  of  the  Count 
"  de  Polan,  my  father,  who  refufed 
"  his  cow  lent,  on  account  of  an  old 
<;  nmiity  fubfilling  between  our  fami- 
"  lies.  My  fjfter/not  yet  fit'rccn  years 
it,  mult  l>.ivc  bc«w  weak  enough 
"  to 
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*«  to  follow  the  advice  of  my  women, 

*  whom   Don  Fernando  has,  doubt- 
*'  lefs,  bribed  to  his  intereft  ;  and  he, 
"  informed  of  our  being  by  ourfelves 
t£  in  this  country-houfe,  has  taken  this 
"  opportunity  of  carrying  her  off.     I 
««  want,  therefore,  to  know  what  re- 
fc<  treat  he  has   chofen  for   her,  that 
"  my  father  and  brother,  who  have 
**  been  at  Madrid  thele  two  months, 
"  may  take  their  meafures  accordingly. 
"  In  the  name  of  God'"  added  ihe, 
«'  give  yourielf  the  trouble  of  traverf- 
"  ing  the  neighbourhood  of  Toledo, 
"  and   of   making  an    exact  enquiry 
*(  about  the  ravilherj  my  family  will 
"  be  eternally  indebted  to  you  for  the 
<*  favour." 

1  The  lady  did  not  confider,  that 
<  the  employment  which  fhe  prefcribed 
'  for  me  but  ill  agreed  with  the  cir- 

*  cumflances  of  a  man  who  could  not 
'  get  out  of  Caftile  too   foon.     But 

*  how  was  it  pofllble  for  her  to  make 
«  this  reflection,  which  did  not  even 

*  occur   to   me !    Charmed   with   the 
'  happinefs  of  finding  myfelf  necefTary 
'  to  the  moft  amiable  perfon  in  the 
«  world,    I  accepted   the   cornmiffion 
'  with  atranfport  of  joy,  and  prom  Lied 

*  to  acquit  myfelf  with  equal  diligence 
«  and  zeal.     In  effect,  I  did  not  wait 

*  for  day,  in  order  to  go  and  accom- 
'  plifh  my  promife  ;  but  quitted  Sera- 

*  phina  on  the  inftant,  conjuring  her 

*  to  pardon  me  for  the  fright  I  had 

*  occalioned,  and  affuring  her,  that  fhe 
f  fliould  hear  news  of  me  in  a  very 
'  little  time.  I  went  out  as  I  had  come 
'  in,  but  ib  much   ingrofted  by   the 

*  lady,  that  it  was  not  difficult  for  me 
'  to  perceive  I  was  already  captivated 

*  by  her  beauty  :  I  was  the  more  con- 

*  firmed  in  this,  by  the  eagernefs   I 

*  felt  in  lerving  her,  and  the  amorous 

*  chimeras  which  my  imagination  pro- 

*  duced.      I  fancied   that  Seraphiria, 

*  although    poffeffed  by  her   forrow, 
'  had   obferved    my  growing  paffion,' 
'  and  beheld  it  perhaps  not  without 

*  fome    pleafirre:    I    even    imagined, 
'  that  if  I  could  bring  her  any  news 

*  of  her  fifter,    and  the  affair  fhouid 

*  turn  out  according  to  her  wifh,  the 
'  whole  would  redound   to   my  ho- 

*  nour.' 

Don  Alphonfo,  interrupting  the 
thread  of  his  ftory,  in  this  place,  faid 
to  the  old  hermit,  <  I  beg  pardon, 

*  father,  if,  too  full  of  my  pailion,  I 


*  enlarge  upon   circnmftanees   which 

*  are   doubtlefs    tedjous    to     you/— 

*  No,  my  fon,1   replied  the  anchorite  ; 
'  they  are  far  from  being  tedious:   t 
f  am    even  pleafed  to  know  how  far 
'  you  are  fmitten   by  this  young  lady 

*  of  wliom  yon   talk,  that  I  m.iy  re- 
'  gulate  my  advice  accordingly.* 

*  My  imagination  heated  with  thefe 

*  flattering  ideas,'  refunied  the  young 
man  j  *  I  iearched  two  days  for  Julia's 
1  ravi/her  :  but  it  was  to  no  purpofe  for 
'  me  to  make  all  imaginable  enquiry  j 
c  I  could  not  difcover  the  leaft  traces  of 
'  him.     Very  much  mortified  at  hav- 
'  ing  reaped   no   fruit    from    my  re- 

*  learches,   I  returned   to   ^eraphina, 

*  whom  I  expected  to  find  in  the  tit- 

*  moll    anxiety:    but    fhe  was    mucbi 
'  more  tranquil  than  I  imagined,  and 

*  informed  me  that  fhe  had  been  more 

*  lucky  than  I;   that  fha  knew  what 
'  was  become  of  her  fifter,  having  rc- 
'  ceived  a  letter  from  Don  Fernando 

*  himfelf ;  importing,  that  being  pri- 

*  vately  married  to  Julia,  he  had  placed 

*  her  in  a  convent  at  Toledo.     "  I 
<f  have  fent  his  letter  to  my  father," 
'  added  Seraphina  ;  "  I  hope  the  affair 
"  will  terminate  in  an  amicable  man- 
"  ner,  and  that   a  folemn    marriage 
"  will,  in  a  fhort  time,  extinguifh  th« 
*'  hatred  which  .has  Ib  long  divided 
*'  our  families." 

'  When  the  lady  had  made  me  ac- 
quainted with  her  fifters  fate,  fhe 
made  an  apology  for  the  trouble  fhe 
had  given  me,  and  the  danger  to 
which  fhe  might  have  imprudently 
expoied  me,  by  engaging  me  to  pur- 
fue  a  ravimer,  without  remember- 
ing that  I  had  told  her  I  was"  obliged^ 
to  fly  on  account  of  an  affair  of  ho- 
nour :  fheexcufed  herfelfV therefore, 
in  the  moft  obliging  terms;  and,  as 
I  had  need  of  re(t,  carried  me-into> 
the  faloon,  where  we  fat  down  to- 
-gether.  She  wore  a  l^ofe  gown  of 
white  taffety,  with  black  ib'ipes, 
-and  a  little  hatcf  the  fame  fluff  with 
a  black  plume  of  feathers,  whicK 
made  me  gUefs  that  file  was  a  widow  j 
thoirgh  fhe  appeared  fo  young,  that 
I  did  not  know  what  to  think  of  her 
condition. 

'  If  I  longed  for  an  explanation  on 
this  head,  fhe  was  no  lefs  defirous'  or* 
knowing  who  I  wasj  and  accord- 
ingly begged  that  I  would  tell  her 
-my  name*  oot  doubting  (as  fhe  f^id) 
Y  *  »u^4. 
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«  that  by  my  noble  air,  and  ftill  more, 

*  the  generous  pity  that  made  me  en- 

*  ter  ib  warmly  into  her  interefts,   I 

*  belonged    to  Tome  confidcrable   fa- 
«  mily.     The  queftion  embarraflTcd  me 

*  not  a  little  j    I  blufhed  ;  was    con- 
<  founded  ;  and  own,  that  being  lei's 
«  afliamed  to  lye  than  to  tell  the  truth, 

*  I  anfwered,  I  was  the  Ton  of  the  Baron 

*  de  Steinbach,  an  officer  of  the  Gc-r- 

*  man  guards.     "  Tell  me  likewife," 
«  replied  the  lady,  «'  for  what  reafon 
«'  you  quitted  Madrid  ?    I  offer  you 
«*  before-hand,  all  the  credit  of  my 
4<  father,    as  well   as  of  my  brother 
"  Don    Galpard  ;    that    is    the    leaft 
*<  mark  of  gratitude  I  can  {hew,  to  a. 
<f  gentleman  who  neglected  the  care 
"  of  his   own   life  to  ferve  me,"     I 
«  made  no  difficulty  of  recounting  to 

*  her  all  the  circumltances  of  my  duel ; 

*  upon  which  me  blamed  the  gentle- 

*  man  whom  I  had  flain,  and  promifed 
«  to  intereft  her  whole  family  in  my 
«  favour. 

'  When  I  had  falls fied  her  curiofi- 

*  ty,  I   begged  her  to  gratify  mine ; 

*  and  afked  her  whether  her  faith  was 
'free    or  plighted.      '*  Three  years 
«(  ago,""    flie    replied,    (t  my    father 
(t  obliged  me  to  marry  Pon  Diego  de 
*f  Lara,    and  I  have   been  a  widow 
«<  fifteen  months." — "  Madam,"  faid 
c  I,  "  what  misfortune  has  deprived 
•'  you  of  your  hufband  fo  foon  ?" — 
*'  I  will  tell  you,   Sir,"  refumed  the 

*  lady,  "  in  return  for  the  confidence 
*'  you  have  repoied  in  me. 

*'  Don  Diego  de  Lara  was  a  very 
"  genteel  cavalier,  who  entertained  the 
<c  moft  violent  pa  (lion  for  me  ;  and,  in 
**  order  to  pleafe  me,  put  in  practice, 
"  every  day,  all  that  the  moft  tender 
«<  and  paffionate  lover  could  invent,  to 
"  make  himfclf  agreeable  to  the  ob- 
*f  je6l  of  his  flame}  but  though  he 
**  pofTeffed  a  thoufand  good  qualities, 
'*  he  could  never  touch  my  heart. 
*'  Love  is  not  always  the  effe£l  of  af- 
"  fiduities  and  diitinguimed  merit.— 
«  Alas!"  added  me,  "  an  utter 
**  ftranger  often  enchants  us  at  firrt 
"  fight.  Well,  it  was  not  in  my 
* '  power  to  love  him  :  more  confound- 
ic  ed  than  charmed  with  the  tokens 
««  of  his  tendernefs,  to  which  I  was 
c«  forced  to  make  returns  without 
«{  inclination  ;  though  I,  in  fecret, 
c<  taxed  myfelf  with  ingratitude,  I 

«  Hkewife  found  J«y  wwu  Situation 


"  very  unhappy.  Unluckily 
"  as  well  as  me,  his  delicacy  was  ftiU 
"  greater  than  his  love.  Hedifcover- 
*'  ed  in  my  actions  and  difcourfe  the 
"  moil  fecret  emotions  of  my  breaft, 
"  and  dived  to  the  very  bottom  of  my 
"  foul.  He  complained  inceflantly 
<{  of  my  indifference,  and  dtemed 
r<  himielf  the  more  unhappy  iii  being 
"  unable  to  pleafe  me,  becaufe  he 
"  very  well  knew  that  there  was  no 
u  rival  in  his  way  j  for  I  was  fcarce 
'•'  fixteen  years  old,  and  before  he  of- 
t(  fered  me  his  hand,  he  had  gained 
"  over  all  my  women,  who  aflured 
*'  him  that  no  man  had  as  yet  attracl- 
"  ed  my  regard.  ««  Yes,  Seraphina,'* 
<(  he  would  often  fay,  '*  I  wifli  you 
tl  had  been  prepofieffed  in  favour  of 
"  another,  and  that  alone  were  the 
"  caufe  of  your  indifference  to  me: 
**  my  afllduities,  and  your  own  vir- 
*'  t«e,  would  triumph  over  that  pre- 
"  judice;  but  I  defpair  of  making  a 
14  conqueft  of  your  heart,  fince  it  re- 
"  mains  untouched  by  all  the  love  I 
ft  have  fhewn.""  Tired  with  hearing 
t(  him  repeat  the  fame  difcourfe,  I 
lf  told  him,  that  inftead  of  troubling 
**  his  repofe  and  mine  by  too  much 
(l  delicacy,  he  would  do  well  to  leave 
€t  his  grievances  to  time.  And  truly, 
*'  one  of  my  age  was  not  capable  of 
(t  reliming  the  refinements  of  fuch  a 
*'  delicate  paffion  ;  fo  that  Don  Diego 
"  ought  to  have  taken  my  advice: 
u  but  feeing  a  whole  year  elapfed, 
*'  without  his  being  farther  advanced 
"  than  the  firft  day,  he  loft  his  pa- 
**  tience,  or  rather  his  reafon;  and 
"  pretending  to  have  an  affair  of  con- 
"  fequence  at  court,  departed  to  ferve 
(s  as  a  volunteer  in  the  Low  Countries, 
"  where  he  foon  found  in  battle,  that 
"  which  he  went  to  feck ;  I  maan, 
*£  the  end  of  his  torments  and  life." 
*  After  the  lady  had  favoured  me 

*  with  this  relation,  the  fmgular  cha- 
«  racier  of  her  huiband    became  the 
'  fubjeft  of  our  difcourfe;   in  which 

*  we  were  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of 

*  a  courier,    who  delivered  to   Sera- 
'  phina  a   letter  from  the  Count  de 
'  Polan.     She  afked  my  permiflion  to 
'  read  it;  and  I  obfervccl,  that  while 

*  fbe   perufed   it,  fhe   grew  pale   and 
'  trembled.     After  having  read  it,  (he 
'  lifted  up  her  eyes  to  heaven,  heaved 
c  a  profound  figh,  and  her  face  was  in 
<  a    moment   coveied  with   tears.      T 

*  could 
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f  could  not  behold  her  grief  with  tran- 

*  quillity  :    I    was   greatly  disturbed  ; 

*  and,  as  if  I  had  prefaged  the  cruel 
'  ftroke   I  was  to  luffer,    felt  mylelf 
'  chilled  with  a  mortal  fear.     "  Ma- 
«*  darn,"    faid  I,    with  a  faultering 

*  voice,    **  may  I  afk   what    are  the 
"  fatal    contents  of  that    letter?"— 
««  There,   Sir,"  replied   Seraphina  in 

*  a  melancholy  manner,  giving  me  the 

*  paper  ;    "   read   yourfelf  what   my 
"  father  writes.     Alas  !  you  are  but 
**  too  much  concerned/' 

'  I  was  confounded  at  her  words  : 
«  and,  trembling  while  I  took  the  letter, 
«  read— 


OUR  brother  Don  Gafpard 
"  fought  yefterday  in  the 
Prado*,  where  he  received  a  mortal 
thruft,  of  which  he  died  this  day  ; 
having  declared,  in  his  laft  mo- 
meats,  that  the  perfon  who  killed 
him  is  the  fon  of  Baron  de  Stein- 
bach,  an  officer  of  the  German 
guards.  What  adds  to  the  mil- 
fortune  is,  that  the  murderer  has 
efcaped  me  by  flight:  but  wherefo- 
ever  he  conceals  himfelf,  I  mall 
fpare  no  pains  to  find  him  out  ;  for 
which  purpofe  I  will  write  to  fome 
governors,  who  will  not  fail  to  ap- 
prehend  him,  if  he  pafies  through 
the  towns  of  their  jurifdiclion  j  and 
by  letters  directed  to  other  people, 
I  will  caufe  all  the  roads  to  be 
blocked  up, 

,        "  The  COUNT  dePoLAN-." 

'  You  may  eafily  conceive  how  all  my 
faculties  were  difordered  by  this  bil- 
let. I  remained  for  fome  moments 
without  motion  or  power  of  fpeech  ; 
and  even  in  the  midft  of  this  depref- 
fion,  perceiving  what  a  fatal  obftruc- 
tion  the  death  of  Don  Gafpard  would 
be  to  my  love,  was  feized  with  the 
moft  violent  defpair  !  I  threw  myfelf 
at  the  feet  of  Seraphina,  and  pre- 
fenting  my  naked  (word,  "Madam," 
faid  I,  "  fpare  the  Count  de  Polan 
the  trouble  of  rinding  out  a  man, 
who  might  conceal  himfelf  from  his 
refentment.  Revenge  your  brother, 
by  facrifrcing  his  murderer  with  yoiu- 
own  hand.  Strike,  Madam  !  and  let 
the  fword  that  deprived  him  of  life, 
become  fatal  to  his  unfortunate  ad- 


"  verfary."— "  Sir,"  replied  Seraphi- 
«  na,  affected  with  my  behaviour,  "  I 
"  loved  Don  Gafpard  ;  therefore,  al- 
"  though  you  killed  him  honourably, 
"  and  he  brought  his  misfortune  upon 
"  himfelf,  you  may  be  affured  I  enter 
"  into  the  refentment  of  my  father. 
"  Yes,  DonAlphonfo!  larnyourene- 
"  my,  and  will  aft  againft  you  every 
"  thing  that  the  ties  of  biood  and 
"  friendfhip  can  require  :  but-I  will 
"  not  take  the  advantage  of  your  bad 
"  fortune,  which  has  put  you  in  ray 
41  power.  The  fame  honour  that  arms 
«f  me  againft  you,  hinders  me  from 
*'  taking  a  bafe  revenge.  The  rights 
"  of  hofpitality  ought  to  be  inviolable, 
"  and  therefore  I  will  not  repay  the 
"  iervice  you  have  done  me,  with  the 
"  conducl  of  an  aflaflin.  Fly,  then  ! 
"  elude,  if  you  can,  our  puriuit,  and 
"  the  rigour  of  the  laws,  and  fave 
"  your  life  fro»i  the  danger  that 
"  threatens  it  i" 

"  How,  Madam!"  Ireplied,  "when 
"  you  can  revenge  yourfelf,  do  you 
«'  leave  it  to  the  laws,  which  may  per- 
t:  haps  baulk  your  refentment  ?  Ah  t 
"  rather  pierce  the  heart  of  a  miferable 
tf  wretch  who  does  not  deferve  your 
"  forbearance!  No,  Madam;  do  not 
"  honour  me  with  fuch  a  noble  and 
"  generous  proceeding.  You  know 
"  not  who  I  am  :  though  I  pals  in. 
"  Madrid  for  the  fon  of  the  Baron  de 
"  Steinbach,  I  am  no  other  than  an 
*'  unfortunate  foundling,  whom  he 
«'  has  brought  up  out  of  pure  com- 
lf  paffion  j  I  do  not  even  knew  the 
(t  authors  of  my  being."— "  No  mat- 
"  ter,"  faid  Seraphina  ;  interrupting 
*  me  with  precipitation,  as  if  my  laft 
<  words  had  given  her  new  pain  ; 
(t  Were  you  the  loweli  of  mankind,  I 
"  will  do  what  honour  prefcribes."— 
•«  Well,  Madam,"  faid  I,  «'  fmce  the 
"  death  cf  a  brother  cannot  provoke 
«'  you  to  fhed  my  blood,  I  will  incenfe 
'*  you  by  a  new  crime;  the  audacity 
"  of  which,  I  hope,  you  will  notfcx- 
**  cufe. —  I  adore  you.— I  could  not 
"  behold  your  charms  without  being 
"  dazzled  with  them  ;  and,  in  fpite  of 
"  the  obfcurity  of  my  fate,  had  enter- 
"  tained  the  hope  of  making  you  mine 
"  for  ever.  I  was  fo  much  in  love, 
"  or  rather  fo  vain,  as  to  flatter  myfelf 
"  that  Heaven,  which  perhaps  favours 
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«  me  by  keeping  my  origin  concealed, 
<e  would  diiclole  it  to  me  one  day, 
'<  when  I  fhould  be  able  to  telT'you  my 
*(  name  without  a  bluih.  After  this 
"  confeflion,  which  injures  you  To 
((  much,  do  you  (till  hefitate  in  pu- 
"  nifhing  me?"—"  This  rafli  decla- 
"  ration,"  replied  the  lady,  "  would 
"  dou'nlefs  offend  me  at  another  time, 
"  but  I  pardon  it,  in  consideration  of 
<(  your  prefent  agitation  :  befides,  my 
*'  own  anxiety  will  not  permit  me  to 
<*  attend  to  fuch  difcourfe.  Once 
"  more,  Don  Alphonfo,"  added  Ihe, 
*  pleading  fome  tears,  "  leave  this 
<{  place.;  fly  from  a  houfe  you  have 
'*  filled  with  foiTow  ;  for  every  mo- 
"  mint  you  Itay  incrsafes  my  afflic- 
6C  tion  !" — {C  Madam,  Twill  no  longer 
"  refift,"  faid  I,  rifing  j  "  I  mult  ba- 
**  nifh  myielf  from  you  ;  but  think 
"  r.ot  that,  Itudious  of  preferving  a 
**  life  which  is  odious  to  you,  I  will 
ts  g?)  and  feek  an  afylum  where  I  can 
41  be  fecure.  No,  no  !  I  devote  my- 
'*'  Arlf  to  your  refcntment.  I  will  go 
*'  to  Toledo ;  wait  with  impatience 
*'  for  the  fate  you  decree ;  and,  ex- 
<£  pofmg  myfelf  to  your  purfuit,  ad- 
te  vance  willingly  toward  the  end  of 
**  my  misfortunes." 

*  So  faying,  I  withdrew:  my  horfe 
was  brought  out  for  me,  and  I  re- 
paired to  Toledo  *,  where  I  ftaid  a 
whole  week;  and,  truly,  was  at  fo 
little  pains  to  conceal  myielf,  that  I 
don't  know  how  I  elcaped  being  ta- 
ken ;  for  I  cannot  believe  that  the 
Count  de  Poian,  whofe  chief  care 
was  to  (hut  up  all  the  paffages  againtt 
me,  would  imagine  that  I  could  not 
pals  through  Toledo.  In  fine,  I 
yefterday  left  that  city,  where  I  feem- 
ed  to  be  tired  of  liberty  ;  and  with- 
out keeping  any  certain  road,  am 
come  to  this  hermitage,  like  a  man 
who  has  nothing  to  fear.  You  fee, 
father,  what  engroflcs  my  thoughts, 
and  I  crave  the  affiftance  of  your  ad- 


C  H  A  P.     XI. 

THE  OLD  HERMIT  DISCOVERS  HIM- 
SELF, AND  GIL  BLAS  PERCEIVES 
THAT  HE  IS  AMONG  HIS  AC- 

CJJJAINTANCE. 

ALPHONSO  having  ended  the 
melancholy  narration  of  his  mif- 
fortunes,   the  old  hermit  faid  to  him, 
Son,  you  have  been  very  imprudent 
in  ftaying  fo  long  at  Toledo.    I  look 
upon  all  you    have  recounted   in   a 
light    very    different    from    that    in 
which  you  fe.e  it ;  and  your   paffion 
for  Seraphina  is,  in  my  opinion,  pur* 
madnefs.    Believe  me,  you  mult  for- 
get that  young  lady,  who  cannot  pof- 
iibly    be  yours.      Yield,   therefore, 
with  a  good  grace,  to  the  obftacles 
which    fepajate  you  from  her  ;   and 
follow  your   deltiny,    which   in   all 
likelihood  will  be  productive  of  many 
other  adventures.      You  will,  quef- 
tionlefs,  find  fome  other  young  lady, 
who  will   make  the  fame  impreflion 
upon  your  heart,  and  whofe  brother 
you  have  not  flain.' 
He  was  going  to  add  a  great  many 
other  things,   in  order  to  induce  Don 
Alphonfo  to  have  patience,    when  he 
faw  another  hermit,  loaded  with  a  wal- 
let well  fluffed,    enter  the   hermitage. 
He  was  come  from  the  town  of  Cuenca, 
where  he  had  made  a  very  fwccefsful 
gathering;  feemed   younger   than    his 
companion,     and    wore    a   red   bufhy 
beard.     *  Welcome,  brother  Antonio,* 
faid  the  old  anchorite  to  him  ;   «  what 
1  news  from  town  ?' — '  Bad  enough," 
.anfwered  the  red-hnired  brother,   put- 
ting a  letter  in  his  hand  ;   '  that  billet 
'  will  inform  you.'     The  frnfor,  hav- 
ing  opened   and  read    it    with  fuitable 
attention,    cried,    *  God    be    praifed  ! 
*   flnce  the  plot  is  difcovercd,  we.  inuft 
'  regulate   our    conduct   nccordingly. 
'  Let  us  change  our  ftyle,'  added  he. 
'  Signior  Don  Alphonfo,   you   fee    a 


*  Toledo  is  the  capital  of  New  C.ifti'e,  and  was  anciently  the  roynl  frut  of  the  Goths 
and  Moors.     It  ftauds  on  a  ftecp  cra^y  ivrk,  encompaflctl  by  tr 
two  noble  bridges.      It  is  an  urchiepilcopa!  fee,  and  the  rr\ 
late  Queen  of  bpain  obtained  it  from  tl»c  pope  tor  one  of  hn  Cons,  t- 
lands  !  ;s  of  the  chuich,  are  laid  to  be  of  the  annual  • 

and  for  :he  dignitaries  and  canons  2cc,cocmiMC.     The  archbilh' 
Cailiie,   h-s  a  diocefc  oi  Sea  pari/hes,  to  which  beiong  fcvcntccn  town^,  bclioc:- 
jnany  villages. 
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f  man  expofed,  like  yourfelf,  to  the 
caprice  of  fortune.  I  am  informed 
from  Cuenca,  which  is  a  town  about 
a  league  from  this,  that  fbmebody 
has  done  me  an  ill  office  with  juftice; 
all  the  agents  of  which  are  to  fet  out 
to-morrow  for  this  hermitage,  in  or- 
der to  fecure  my  perfon  ;  but  they 
(han't  find  the  hare  in  the  gin.  This 
is  not  the  firft  time  that  I  have  been 
in  fuch  dilemmas.  Thank  God,  I 
have  almoft  always  extricated  myfelf 
in  another  (hape  !  for  fuch  as  you 
fee  me,  I  am  neither  an  old  man  nor 
a  hermit.' 

So  faying,  he  ftripped  himfelf  of  a 
long  robe  which  he  wore,  and  appeared 
in  a  doublet  of  black  ferge  with  flaflied 
ileeves.     Then  he  pulled  off  his   cap, 
untied  a  ftring  that  fupported  his  falfe 
beard,  and  all  of  a  fudden,  affumed  the 
figure  of  a  man  between  twenty  and 
thirty  years  of  age.    Brother  Anthony, 
by  his  example,    quitted  his  hermit's 
habit,  rid  himfelf  of  his  red  beard  in 
the  fame  manner  as  his  companion  had 
done,  and  took  out  of  an  old  worm- 
eaten  coffera  fhabby  (hort  caffock,  with 
which  he  cloathed  himfelf.     But  you 
may  guefs   my  furprize,  when,  in  the 
perfon  of  the  old   anchorite,    I  recol- 
lecled  Signior  Don  Raphael;    and  in 
that  of  brother  Anthony,  my  moft  dear 
*nd    faithful   valet,   Ambrofe  de  La- 
mela.      «  Good  God  !'  cried  I,  imme- 
diately ;  '  I  find  I  am  among  my  ac- 
quaintance here.' — (  True,   Signior 
Gil    Bias/    faid   Raphael,    fmiling, 
you  have  found  two  of  your  friends 
when  you  leaft  expecled  it.     I  con- 
fefs,  you  have  fome  reafon  to  com- 
plain of  us;    but  let'us  forget  what 
is  paft,  and  thank   Heaven  for  our 
meeting  again .    Ambrofe  and  I  make 
a  tender  of  our  fervices ;  and  I  can 
tell  you  they  are  not  to  be  defpifed. 
You  muft  not  think  us  the  worft  of 
mankind  ;  we  neither  afiault  nor  af- 
fadinate  :  we  feek  only  to  live  at  the 
expence  of  our  neighbours  ;    and  if 
theft  be  a  crime,  neceffity  excufes  the 
injuftice.      Aflbciate  with  us,    and 
lead  a  rambling   life,   which   is  ex- 
tremely agreeable,   when  conducted 
with  prudence;    not   but,  with   all 
our   fagacity,    the  chain    of  fecond 
caufes   is   fometimes  fuch,   that  we 
meet  with  unlucky  adventures.  What 

*  then  !   we  enjoy  the  good  with  the 

*  better  rclilh,   on  that  very  account. 


'  We  are  hardened  againft  inconftant 

*  weather,  and  accuttomed  to  the  vi- 

*  ciffitudes  of  fortune.* 

'  Signior  Cavalier/  added  the  falfe 
hermit,  (peaking  to  Don  A I  phonic, 
'  we  make  the  lame  propolal  to  you  ; 
'  which,  coniideringyourpreient  fitu- 

<  ation,  I  think  you  ought  not  to  re- 
'  jeft  ;   for,    not  to  mention  the  affair 
'  that  obliges  you  to  conceal  yourfelf, 
'  you  muft  certainly  be  in   want  of 
•'  money.' — '  Yes,   truly/  laid  Don 
Alphonfo ;     *  and  that,   I  own,   in- 
«  creafes  my  chagrin.' — '  Well,  then/ 
replied  Raphael,  «  don't  leave  us  j.  you 
'  cannot  do  better  than  to  join  your 
f  fortune  to  ours  :  you  (hall  want  no- 

<  thing;    and   we   will   baffle   all  the 
'  fearch  of  your  enemies.     We  know 
'  almoft  every  inch  of  Spain,  having 

*  travelled  over  it ;  and  are  acquainted 

*  with    the    woods,    mountains,     and 
'  every  place  proper  for  an  afylum  a- 
'  gainft  the  brutality  of  juftice.'     Don 
Alphonfo  thanked  them  for  their  good 
will,  and  being  actually  without  mo- 
ney or  refource,  refolved  to  bear  them 
company.     I  came  to  the  fame  deter- 
mination, becaufe  I  would  not  leave 
the  young  gentleman,  for  whom  I  felt 
a  growjng  friend  (hip. 

Having  agreed  to  go  all  together,  we 
began  to  deliberate  whether  we  (hotild 
fet  out  that  inttant,  or  firft  of  all  give 
feme  affaults  to  a  full  bottle  of  exceli 
lent  wine,  which  brother  Anthony,  the 
day  before,  had  brought  from  Cuenca: 
but  Raphael,  as  a  man  of  the  greateft 
experience  among  us,  reprefented 
that,  before  every  thing  elfe,  we  muft 
think  of  our  fafety.  He  was  of  opi- 
nion, therefore,  that  we  mould  march 
all  night,  in  order  to  gain  a  very 
thick  wood  between  Villardefa  and 
Almodabar,  in  which  we  mould  halt, 
and,  being  perfectly  fecure,  fpend  the 
day  in  taking  our  repofe.  This  ad- 
vice being  approved,  the  falfe  her- 
mits made  two  bundles  of  their  bag- 
gage and  provifions,  and  laid  them 
in  equiirbrio,  on  Don  Alphonfo's 
horfe.  This  was  done  with  great  ex- 
pedition ;  after  which  we  quitted  the 
hermitage,  leaving  as  a  prey  to  juftice 
the  two  hermit-robes,  with  the  white 
and  red  beards,  two  pallets,  a  table,  a 
rotten  chelt,  two  old  ftraw- bottomed 
chairs,  and  the  image  of  St.  Pacomo. 

We  walked  all  night,  and  began  to 
feel  ourielvt'S  very  much  fatigued, when 
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at  day- break  we  perceived  the  wood  to 
which  we  were  bound.  The  fight  of  a 
port  gives  new  vigour  to  faiiors  tired 
with  a  long  voyage.  We  accordingly 
took  courage,  and  at  lalt  arrived  at  the 
end  of  our  journey  before  fun-rife. 
Penetrating  into  the  thickeft  part  of  the 
wood,  we  Hopped  at  a  very  agreeable  fpot 
upon  a  fmall  glade,  furrouuded  with  a 
good  many  tall  oaks  5  the  branches  of 
which  meeting,  formed  an  umbrageous 
arch,  impervious  to  the  heat  of  the  day. 
Here  we  unbridled  the  horfe  to  let  him 
feed,  (after  we  had  unloaded  him)  and 
fitting  down  together,  took  out  of  bro- 
ther Anthony's  wallet  fome  large  pieces 
of  bread,  with  a  good  many  flices  of 
roafted  meat,  and  began  to  attack  them 
as  if  for  a  wager.  Neverthelefs,  in  fpite 
of  our  appetites,  we  often  left  off  eat- 
ing to  embrace  the  bottle,  which  incef- 
fantly  circulated,  paflingfrom  the  claip 
taf  one  into  the  embraces  of  another. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  repaft,  Don 
Raphael  faid  to  Don  Alphonib,  «  Sig- 
nior  Cavalier,  after  the  confidence 
you  have  honoured  me  with,  it  is 
but  juft  that  I  recount  to  you  the 
hiftory  of  my  life  with  the  fame  lin- 
cerity.'— <  It  will  give  me  great 
pleafure,*  replied  the  young  man. 
And  me  in  particular,'  cried  I j 
for  I  have  an  extreme  curiofity  to 
hear  your  adventures,  which  are 
deubtiefs  well  worth  our  attention/ 


— «  That  I'll  anfwer  for,'  replied  Ra- 
phael j  '  and  I  intend  to  commit  them 
to  writing  one  day.  That  fhall  be 
the  amuiement  of  my  old  age  j  for  I 
am  itill  young,  and  would  have  the 
volume  enlarged.  But  at  prefent  we 
are  fatigued.  Let  us  refrem  our- 
felves  with  a  few  hours  of  deep : 
while  we  three  enjoy  our  reft,  Am- 
brofe  will  watch  againft  all  furprize, 
and  then  fleep  in  his  turn.  Though 
I  believe  we  are  very  fafe  in  this 
place,  it  is  always  good  to  be  upon 
*  our  guard.'  So  laying,  he  ftretched 
himfelf  upon  the  grafs,  Don  Alphonfo 
did  the  fame,  I  followed  their  ex- 
ample, and  Lamela  ftood  fentry. 

Don   Alphoniq,    inftead   of  taking 
fome  repofe,  kept  himfelf  awake  with 
reflecting  upon  his  misfortunes  j  and 
I  could  not  ciofe  an  eye.     As  for  Don 
Raphael,   he  foon  fell  afleep  j  but  a- 
waking  an  hour  after,  and  feeing  us 
difpoied  to  liften,  he  laid  to  Lamela, 
Friend  Ambrofe,   thou  mayeft  now 
take<a  comfortable  nap." — '  No,  no,* 
replied  Lamela;  '  I  have  no  inclination 
to  fleep  j  and  though  I  am  well  ac- 
quainted  with  all    the    paffages    of 
your  life,  they  are  fo  inftruftive  for 
people  of  our  profeflion,  that  I  lhafl 
be  very  well  entertained  in   hearing 
them  recounted  once  more.'     Don 
Raphael  immediately  began  the  hiftory 
of  his  life  in  thefe  terms. 


END     OF    THE    FOURTH    BOOK. 
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CHAP.    I. 

THE    HISTORY    OP    CON  RAPHAEL. 

Am  the  foa  of  an  aclrefs 
at  Madrid,  whofename 
'  was  Luanda,  famous 
c  for  her  theatrical  ta- 
'  lents,  and  ftill  more 
'  forhergallantry.  As  for  my  father, 
'  I  cannot,  without  prefumption,  af- 
c  fume  any  one  in  particular.  It  is 
'  true,  I  might  tell  what  man  of  qua- 
'  lity  was  in  love  with  my  mother 
c  when  I  came  into  the  world  j  but 
'  that  epocha  would  by  no  means  be 
'  a  convincing  proof  of  his  being  the 
1  author  of  my  birth.  A  woman  of 
«  my  mother's  profefllon  is  fo  little 

*  to  be  truftedy   that   even  while  me 

*  appears   the  moft   attached    to   one 
'  nobleman,  (he  almoft  always  fub- 
«  ftitutes  in  his  place  fome  other  per- 
'  fon  for  his  money. 

*  There  is  nothing  like  putting  one's 
«  felf  above  Icandal:  Lucinda,  inftead 

*  of  bringing  me  up  in  obfcurity  at 

*  her  own  houfe,  took  me  by  the  hand, 
1  without  ceremony,  and  carnrri  m* 


to  the  theatre  in  a  very  honourable 
manner,  without  giving  herfelf  any 
trouble  about  the  difcourfe  that  pafled 
at  her  expence,  or  the  malicious 
iheers  that  the  fight  of  me  never 
failed  to  excite.  In  a  word,  I  was 
her  darling,  and  carefled  by  all  the 
men  that  vifited  her,  fo  much,  that 
it  looked  as  if  Nature  pleaded  with 
them  in  my  behalf. 
'  I  was  allowed  to  pafs  tke  twelve 
firft  years  of  my  life  in  all  forts  of 
frivolous  amufeinents  :  fcarce  was  I 
taught  to  read  and  write;  and  ill  11 
lefs  pains  were  taken  to  initiate  me 
in  the  principles  of  my  religion  5  I 
learned  only  to  dance,  ling,  and  play 
on  the  guittar.  This  was  all  I  could 
do,  when  the  Marquis  de  Leganez 
afked  me  as  a  companion  to  his  only1 
fon,  who  was  pretty  much  of  my 
age.  Lucinda  willingly  complied 
with  his  requefty  and  it  was  then  I 
began  to  think  ferioufly.  Young 
Leganez  was  not  farther  advanced 
than  I  :  that  little  nobleman  did  not 
feem  qualified  by  Nature  for  the 
fciences.  He  hardly  knew  one  letter 
of  his  alphabet,  although  he  had  been 

,,„,< ..u.    •     i       ~  • 
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'  fifteen  months.     His  other   matters 

*  lucceedecl   no   bettor:    he    exhaufted 
'  their  patience.     They  were  not,  in- 

*  elect!  ,   permitted   to   ufe  rigour  5   but 
<  exprefbly  ordered  to  inltruct,  without 

*  toimenting    him  j    and    that    order, 
'  joined    to   his   natural  dulnefs,  ren- 

*  dereil  all  their  leffons  of  little  or  no 


*  But  the  preceptor  invented  an  ex- 

*  cellent  expedient  to  intimidate  the 

*  young  nobleman,    without    contra- 

*  dicli  ng  his  father's  order:  herefolved 

*  to  flog  me  when  his  pupil  deferved 
'  puniihment  ;  and  he  did   not  fail  to 
'  put  his  refohition  in  practice.     Not 

*  relifliing  this  expedient,  I  ran  away, 
'  and   complained   to    my   mother   of 

*  fuch  unjuft  treatment:   but,  in  fpite 

*  of  ail  her  tenderneis  for  me,  me  had 

*  ftrength   enough  to  refill   my  tears, 
'  and   confidering  that  it  was  a  great 

*  advantage  for  her  fon  to  live  with 

*  the   Marquis  de  Leganez,  lent   me 

*  back    immediately.     J  was   now  a- 

*  bandoned    to    the    preceptor;    who, 

*  perceiving    that    his    invention    had 
'  produced   a    good    effect,  continued 

*  to  flog  me  ftill,  inltead  of  the  young 

*  nobleman  ;  and,    in  order  to  make 

*  the  deeper  iiapreffion  upon  him,  dif- 

*  ciplined  me  with  great  feverity.     I 

*  was   fufe   to    pay,    every   day,    for 

*  young  Leganez  j  and  I  may  venture 

*  to  affirm,  that  he  did  not  learn  one 

*  letter  of  his  alphabet,  which  did  not 

*  coft  me  an  hundred  lalhcs.     Judge 
'  you  what  his  rudiments  ftood  me  in. 

*  The  birch  was  not  the  only  dif- 
'  agreeable    thing  I   iuffered   in    this 
'  houfe:  as  every  body  knew  me,  the 

*  meaneft  fervant,  even  the  fcullions, 
'  reproached  me  with  my  birth.    This1 
'  difgulted  me  fo  muck,  that   I   ran 
'  away  one  day,  after   having  found 
'  means  to  leize  the  preceptor's  whole 
'  ftock  of  ready-money,  which  might 
'amount  to  an  hundred  and  fifty  du- 
'  cats.      Such    was    the  vengeance   I 
'  took  for  the  ftripes  he  had  fo  unjuft-' 

*  ly  beftowed  upon  me.     I  performed 
'  this  flight  of  hand  with   admirable 
'  dexterity,    though    it  was   my   firffc 
£  efljyj   and    having  had   the  addreis 

*  to  baffle  the  fearch  that  was  made  for 
'  me  during   two  days,  left  Madrid,' 

*  and  repaired  to  Toledo,   vrith^ 

*  ing  pui  filed. 

*  I  was  then    juft  going    into  my 
<  fifteenth  year.     What  a  pleuiurc  it 


was  to  be  independent  at  tliat  ag£J 
and  entirely  mafter  of  my  own 
actions  !  I  foon  contracted  acquain- 
tance  with  young  people,  who  polifli- 
td  me  up,  and  a  (lifted  me  to  i'peml 
my  ducats  :  I  aflfociatccl  with  knights 
of  the  port,  who  cultivated  nv, 
py  difpofition  fo  well,  that  in  a  little 
time  I  became  one  of  the  mo  ft  dex- 
terous  of  the  order.  At  the  end  of 
five  years,  being  feized  with  an  in- 
clination  to  travel,  I  quitted  my 
confederates,  and  beginning  my  pe- 
regrinations  by  Eftrrmadura,  went 
as  far  as  Alcantara:  but  bsfore  I 
reached  that  place,  finding  an  op- 
portunity  of  exerting  my  talents,  I 
did  not  let  it  efcape.  Being  a- foot, 
and  moreover  loaded  with  a  pretty 
heavy  knapfack,  I  frequently  halted 
to  repofe  myfelf  under  the  trees, 
that  offered  me  their  fhade,  at  a  little 
diltance  from  the  highway.  In  one 
of  thole  rdtfng-places  I  found  two 
lads  very  well  drefTed,  talking  mer- 
rily  on  the  grafs,  while  they  enjcjy- 
ed  the  coolnefs  of  the  made.  I  fa- 
luted  them  very  courteoufly,  and  en- 
tered  into  converfation  with  them, 
at  which  they  did  not  feem  difpleafed. 
The  eldeft  was  not  more  than  fifteen, 
and  they  feemed  both  to  be  extreme- 
ly  raw.  "  Signior  Cavalier,"  faid 
the  youngeft  to  me,  "  we  are  fona 
of  two  rich  citizens  of  Placentia, 
who  longing  extremely  to  fee  the 
kingdom  of  Portugal,  in  order  to 
iatisfy  our  curiofity,  !:ave  taken  an' 
hundred  piftoles  each  from  our  pa- 
rents  j  and  as  we  travel  a-foot,  hope 
to  go  a  great  way  with  that  fum. 
What  is  your  opinion  of  the  mat- 
ter?"— "  Jf  i  luul  fo  much,"  I 
replied,  "  God  knows  whent  I 
mould  go:  I  would  vilit  the  four 
corners  of  the  world.  What  the 
devil!  two  hundred  piftoles!  it  is 
an  immenfe  fum,  and  you'll  i 
fee  the  end  of  it.  If  it  be  agreeable 
10  you,  gentlemen,"  added  I,  "  I 
mall  have  the  honour  of  accompa- 
nying  you  as  far  as  the  city  of  Al- 
meria,  where  I  am  going  to  take 
pofleflion  of  the  eltate  of  an  uncle, 
who  has  been  fettled  in  that  place 

ity  years,  or  thereabouts." 
*   The    young    citizens   allured    m$ 

.  -;-l:td  of  my  coir, 
Whereupon,  having  refted  our 
a  little,  wa  fet  forwards,  aJl  togc- 
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«  ther,  towards  Alcantara,  where  we 
«  arrived  a  good  while  before  night, 
«  and  went  to  lodge  at  a  good  inn. 
4  We  aflced  for  a  room,  and  were 
4  (hewn  into  one,  where  there  was  a 
«  prefs  with  a  key  in  it.  Having  be- 
4  Ipoke  fupper,  J  propofed  to  my  ccm- 
4  rades  that  we  fhould  go  and  lee  the 

*  town   while  it   was   getting  ready. 
«  They    accepted    the    propofal  j    we 

<  locked  our  knapfacks  in  the  prefs, 
«  the  key  of  which  one  of  the  citizens 
«  put  in  his  pocket;   and  going  out  of 
«  the  inn,  went  to  view  the  churches. 
«  While  we  were  in  the  cathedral,  I 

<  pretended,  all  of  a  fudden,  to  have 
«  an  affair  of  confequence  in   hand, 

<  and  faid  to  my  companions,  "  Gen- 
<*  tlemen,  I  have  juft  recollected  that 
<*  a  perfon  of  Toledo  defired  me  to  de- 
<«  liver  a  ihort  meflage  to  a  merchant 
««  who  lives  near  this  church.     Pray 
«'  wait  for  me  here,  and  I'll  be  back 
««  in  an  inftant."     So  faying,  I  left 
4  them,  ran  to  the  inn,   flew  to  the 

<  prefs,  forced   the    lock,   and    rum- 

<  maging  the  knapfacks  of  my  young 

<  cits,     found    their    piftoles.      Poor 
«  children !  I  did  not  leave  them  fo 

<  much  as  one  to  pay  for  their  night's 
«  lodging.     I  carried  all  off,  quitted 
«  the  town  as  faft  as  poflible,  and  took 

<  the  road  to  Merida,  without  giving 
«  myfelf  any  farther   concern  about 

<  them. 

'  That  adventure  put  me  in  a  con- 

*  dition  to  travel  agreeably:  though  I 

*  was  young,  I  found  myfelf  capable 

*  of  conducting  myfelf  with  prudencej 
'  and  I   may  fay,    I  was  pretty  old 

*  confidering  my  years.     Having  re- 
4  folved  to  buy  a  mule,  I  put  my  re- 

*  folution  in  practice  at  the  next  vil- 

*  lage.     I  even  converted  my  knap- 

*  fack  into  a  portmanteau,  and  began 
4  to  afTume  a  little  more  of  the  man  of 
4  confequence.      On  the  third  day,  I 

*  met  a  man  finging  vefpers  as  loud  as 
4  he    could    roar,    on     the   highway. 
4  Judging,  by  his  appearance,  tnat  he 
4  was  a  chanter,  I  accofted  him  with 

*  courage.     "  Signior  Batchelor,  you 
"  fmg  purely  ;    your  heart  goes  vvithr 
(*  your  profeflion,    I  fee  !" — "  Sir," 
4  anfwered  he,  "  I  am  a  chanter,  at 
«*  your    ferviccj    and   amufe    myfelf 
4*  with   clearing   my   pipes,    as    you 
4<  hear/' 

*  In  this  manner  we  entered  into 
'  conver;'iit;on,   and  I  perceived  that 


'  I  had  got  into  company  with  a 
'  molt  witty  and  agreeable  fellow, 
«  about  four  or  five  and  twenty  years 
'  old.  As  he  travelled  on  foot,  I 
'  made  my  mule  walk  flowly,  that  I 

*  might  have  the  pleafure  of  converfing 
'  with  him;  and,  among  other  things, 
'  the    difcourfe    turned    on    Toledo. 
"  I  know  that  city  perfectly  well,'* 

*  faid  the  chanter;  "  having  lived  a 
««  good  while  in  it,  and  I  believe  have 
"  fome   friends   there/1 — "  In  what 
'*  place,"    anfwered    I,    interrupting 
'  him,  "  did  you  live   at  Toledo  ?'* 

*  He  replied,  "  In  the  New  Street.    I 
"  lived  with  Don  Vincent  de  Buena 
"  Garra,    Don  Matthias  de  Cordel, 
"  and  two  or  three  more  gentlemen  of 
"  honour:  we  lodged,  ate,  and  pafT- 
"  ed  our  time  agreeably  together." 

*  Thefe  words   furprized  me ;    for  it 
'  muft  be  obferved,  that  thofe  gentle- 
'  men,   whofe  names   he   mentioned, 
'  were  the  very  fharpers  with  whom  I 
'  had  kept  company  at  Toledo.  "  Sig- 
"  nior  Chanter,"  cried  I,  "  thofe  gen- 
"  tlemen,  whom  you  have  named,  are 
"  of  my  acquaintance,    and   I  lived 
'«  with  them  in  the  New  Street."— 
te  I    underftand    you,"    he    replied, 
'  fmiling;   "  that  is  to  fay,  you  are 
"  entered  into  the  company  fince  I  left 
"  it  three  years   ago," — "   I  have/' 
'  faid  I,   "  quitted   thefe  gentlemen, 
"  becaufe  I  was  feized  with  an  incli- 
"  nation  to  travel.     I  intend  to  make 
"  the  tour  of  Spain,  knowing  that  I 
*'  mall    improve    by    experience."— 
'*  Without  doubt,"  he  replied,  "one 
"  muft   travel    before   he  can  have  a 
"  finished  education  :  it  was  for  this 
"  reafon  that  I  left  Toledo,  where  I 
"  lived  very  agreeably.    IthankHea- 
"  ven,"  ad'ded  he,   "  for  having  met, 
"  when  Ilealt  expected  it,  a  knight  of 
**  my  own  order  !    Let  us  join,  rravt-1 
"  together,    make    attempts    on    our 
"  neighbours  purfe,  and  lay  hold  of 
"  every  occafion  that  prefents  itielf  of 
'*  exerting  our  fki  11." 

*  He  made  this  propofal  fo  frankly, 
'  and  with  fuch  a  good  grace,  that  I 

*  accepted  it.     He  won  my  confidence 

*  all  of  a  ludden,  in  bellowing  his  up- 
'  on  me,  and  we  unbofomed  ourfelves 
4  to  one  another.     I  recounted  my  hii- 

*  tory  to  him,  and  he  made  no  myfterjr 
'  of  his  adventures  to  me  j  letting  me 
'  know  that  he  was  juft  come  fromPor- 

*  talegro.  whence  an  unfuccejsful  trick. 

Y  •  bed 
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had  obliged  him  to  efcape  with  pre- 
cipitation, in  the  chefs  he  now  wore, 
After  lie  had  communicated  to  me 
his  whole  affairs,  we  rdblved  to  go 
to  Merida  together,  in  order  to  try 
our  tortune,  by  Itriking  fome  lucky 
ftroke,  ifpoliiblcj  and  then,  immr- 
diately  decamping,  to  remove  elle- 
where.  From  that  moment  our  itock 
became  common  betwixt  us  $  indeed, 
Moralez  (Ib  my  companion  was  call- 
ed) was  not  in  a  very  brilliant  iitu- 
ation.  His  whole  fortune  confined  of 
five  or  fix  ducats,  with  fome  bag- 
gage That  he  earned  in  a  wallet ;  but 
if  I  was  richer  than  he  in  ready«mo- 
ney,  he,  on  the  other  hand,  was 
mere  coniummate  than  I  in  the  art  of 
deceiving  mankind. 
*  We  mounted  my  mule  by  turns, 
and  in  this  manner  arriving  at  Me- 
rida,  halted  at  a^i  jnn  of  the  fuburbs, 
where  my  comrade  took  out  of  his 
wallet  a  drelij,  in  which  he  was  no 
fooncr  cloaihed,  than  he  went  to  take 
a  turn  through  the  town,  recon- 
noitre the  ground,  and  look  for  an 
opportunity  of  going  to  work.  We 
confidered  every  object  that  prefent- 
ed  Jtfeif  with  great  attention  5  and, 
as  Homer  would  have  laid,  reiembled 
two  kites  that  calt  their  eyes  abroad 
to  look  for  birds  on  which  to  pity. 
In  fhort,  we  waited,  in  hopes  that 
chance  would  arford  an  occalion  on 
which  we  might  employ  our  induf- 
try,  when  we  perceived  in  the  ttreet 
an  old  grey-haired  gentleman  fight- 
ing againit  three  men,  who  purtied 
hard  at  him.  I  was  fliocked  at  the 
inequality  of  the  combat ;  and,  as  I 
am  naturally  a  filter,  flew  to  the 
aililtance  of  the  old  man  :  Morakz 
following  my  example,  we  attacked 
the  gentleman's  three  enemies,  and 
obliged  them  to  leek  their  lately  in 
flight. 

'  The  fenior  was  mighty  thankful. 

*  We  are  veiy  glad,1'  laid  I  to  him, 

'  that  we  happened  to  be  here  fo  fea- 

c  fonably,  to  give  you  afliftance  :  but 

1  let  us  know,  at  le;,lt,  who  we  have: 

1  had  the  good  fortune  to  ferve  j  and 

"  pray   tell  us,  tor  what  re  a  fon  thole 

*'  three  men   would  huve-affaffinated 

<f  you."—"  Gentlemen,1'  he   replied, 

"  I  am   too  much  obliged,  to  ivfufc 

"  theiatisfa&ionyaudefirc.  My  name 

f{  is  Jerome  de  Moyadas,  and  I  live  on 

<c  my  fortune  in  this  city  $  one  of  thoi'c 


"  aflaflins,  from  whom  you  have  de- 
"   livcred  me,  made  love  to  my  d 
(t  ter ;  afked  her  of  me  in    maniage 
"  fome  days  ago  ;  and  as  he  could  not 
**  obtain    my  confent,    attacked    me, 
"  fword  in  hand,  in   order  to   be  re- 
*f  venged."— •*«  And  may  one  afk,"  I 
4  replied,  "  your  reafon    for  refuGng 
"  your  confent  to  that  gentleman  f" 
— "  I  will  tell  you,"  faid  he  :  "  J  had 
"  a  brother,  a  merchant  in  this  city, 
"  whole    name   was   Auguftin ;    two* 
"  months   ago   he  was  at  Calatrava, 
"  and  lodged   at   the  houfe   of  Jua» 
<c  Velez  de  Menbrilla,  his  correlpon- 
"  dent,  with  whom   he  was  Ib  inti- ' 
"  mafe,  that,  in   order  to    (ircngtheit 
'*  their  friendihip  Itill  more,  he  pro- 
'*  mi  led  my  only  daughter  Florentina 
**  in   marriage  to  his  ion,  not  doubt- 
**  ing  that  he  had  credit  enough  with 
"  me  to  perform  his  promife.  Accord- 
"  'nF;ly,  »»y  brother,  upon  his  return 
**  to  Mcrid-a,  no  iboner  mentioned  the 
"  affair,  than  J,  out  of  Jove  to  him, 
"  contented  to  the  marriage.  He  then 
"  lent  Florentina's  piclure   to  Cala- 
"  trava}   but,   alas!  had    not   the  fa •« 
"  tisfac^ion  of  finiming  the  work,  for 
"  he  died  tfiree  weeks  ago  ;  conjuring 
"  me,  on  his  death-bed,  to  difpofe  of 
"  niy  daughter  to  none  but  his  corre- 
"   ipondent's  fon.     This  I  promifed  ; 
'«  and,  on  this  account,  refilled  Flo- 
"  rentinato  thegentleman  whoarfault- 
**  ed  me, although  he  is  a  very  advan- 
"  tageous  match.    lam  a  flave  to  my 
**  word,  and  every  moment  expect  the 
"  fon  of  Juan  Velez  deMenbnlla,  on 
<c  whom  I  will  beltowmy  daughter  in 
"  marriage,  though  I  never  faw  either 
"  him  or  his  father.     I  beg  pardon," 
«  continued  jtuome  de  Moyadas,  "for 
"  troubling  you   with  this  relation  ; 
"  but  you  yourfelf  exacted  it  of  me.'' 
'  I  liftened  to  him  with  great  atten- 
tion, and  refblving  upon  a  trick  that 
(truck  me  in  the  head  of  a   iudden, 
affccled  great  aftonifhmcnt,  lifted  up 
my  eyes  to  heaven,  and  turning  to-* 
wards  the  old  man,  faid,  in  a  pathc-* 
tick  tone,   '*  Ah,  Signior  Moyadas! 
is  it  poilible,  that  on  my  rirlt  anival 
'  at  Merida,   I  fhould  b%lb  happy  as 
to  lave  the  lift  o£  my  father-in -law!" 
The  old  citizen  .was  itrnngely   fur- 
prized    at  thefe    words,  as   well    a« 
Moralez,  \vho  mt-wcd  by   hi:;  • 
*  ten  a  nee,  what  a  great  rogue  he  took 
« .  ww  to  be.  -,  "  \Yiiat  do  i  hear 

*  plied 
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*  plied  the  fenior.     "  How  !  are  you 
**  the  Ton  of  my  brother's  correfpon- 
*'  dent  ?"— "  Yes,  Signior  Jerome  de 
«*  Moyadas,"  anfwered  I,  with  an  au- 
'  dacious  countenance,  whiie  I  threw 

*  my  arms  about  his  neck  ;  "  I  am  that 
*'  happy  mortal,  for  whom  the  adora- 
"  bie  Florentina  is  deftined.     But  be- 
"  fore  I   exprefs  my  joy  in  entering 
**  into  your  family,  allow  me  to  fhed 
ft  into  yourbofom  the  tears  which  the 
'*  remembrance  of  your  brother  Au- 
"  guftin  renews!  I  mould  he  the  mod 
'*  ungrateful  of  all  mankind,  if  I  was 
"  not  fenfibly  touched  with  the  death 
**  of  a  perfon  to  whom  I  owe  all  the 
c<  happinefs  of  my  life  !"     So  laying, 
«  I  again  embraced  honeft  Jerome,  and 
1  covered  my  eyes  with  my  hand,  on 

*  pretence  of  wiping  away  my  tears. 
'  Moralez,  who,  in  a  twinkling,  per- 
c  ceived  the  advantage  we  might  reap 

*  from  a  trick  of  this  kind,  did  not 
'  fail    to  fecond   the  impofture,    and 
'  parting  for  my  valet,  even  topped  me 

*  in  the  forrow  I   had  manifefted  for 
'  the  death  of  Signior  Auguftin.  "  Sig- 
*'  nior  Jerome,"  cried   he,  "  what  a 
*'  lofs  you  have  fuffered  in  your  bro- 
*'  ther's  death  !  he  was  fuch  an  honeft 
c<  man  1  the  very  phoenix  of  commerce! 
"  a  difmterefted  merchant ;  a  merchant 
*'  of  integrity  }  there  are  few  of  his 
**  fellows  to  be  met  with  !" 

*  We  had  to  do  with  a  fimple  and 
<  credulous  man,    who,  fo  far    from 

*  fufpefting  the  cheat,  was  himfelf  an 
'  afliftant  in  it.     "  And  why,"  faid 

*  ht,  "  did  you  not  come  ftraight  to 
"  my  houfe  ?    you  mould   not   have 
'*  gone    to  lodge   at  an   inn.      Con- 
*'  fidering  the  terms  on  which  we  are, 
<c  no  ceremony  ought  to  have  been  ob- 
'*  ierved."— -u  Sir,"  anfwered  Mora- 

*  lez,  taking  upon  him  to  1'peak    for 

*  me,  "  my  mafter  is,  I  grant  you,  a 
tl  little  ceremonious  j  not  but  that  he 
"  is  excufable  in  ibme  mape,  in  be- 
"  ing  unwilling  to  appear  before  you 
*c  in  his  prefent  iituation  j  for  we  have 
"  been  robbed  in  our  journey  hither, 
**  and  loft  all  our  baggage." — "  The 
«'  young  roan,"  faid   I,  interrupting 
«  him,  *«  tefls    you    nothing  but   the 
((  truth,  Signior  de  Moyadas.     This 
«'  misfortune  did  not  permit  me  to  come 
"  to  your  houfe  :  I  durft  not  preient 
*«  myfelf,    in   this    garb,    before    the 
4f  eyes  of  a  miftrefs  who  has  not  as  yet 
**  ieen  mej  and,  for  that  reafon,    I 


"  waited  the  return  of  a  valet  whom  I 
11  have  lent  to  Cahtrava." — "  This 
"  accident,"  replied  the  old  man, 
t{  ought  not  to  have  hindered  you 
44  from  coming  to  ftay  at  my  houfe, 
"  where  I  intend  you  mail  irmnedi- 
'*  ately  take  up  your  lodging." 

*  So  faying,    he  carried    me    home 
«  with    him  ;    and,    by   the  way,    we 

*  talked  of  the  pretended  robbery  that 
'  I  had  fuffered  j  when  I  affured  him, 
'   that  what  gave  me  the  greatelt  con- 

*  cern,  was  my  having  lolt,  with  my 

*  baggage,   the  picture  of  Florentina. 
'  Whereupon    the    citizen     oblerved, 
'  with   a  fmile,  that  I    might  confole 

*  myfclf  [or  that  lofs  the  more  eaiily, 
*"  as  t!ie  original  was  better  than  th« 
«  copy.     In  effeft,  as  foon  as  we  came 
'  to  his  houfe,  he  called  his  daughter, 

*  who  was  not  above  fixteen  years  of 

*  age,  and  might  have  been  counted 

*  an  accompliflied  young  lady ;   faying 

*  to  me,  "  You  fee  the  object  which 
"  my  late  brother  promifed  to  you." 
— "  Ah,   Signior,"  cried    I,    with    a 

*  pallionate  air,   "  you   have  no  occa- 
"  lion  to  teil  me  that  this  is  the  ami- 
"  able   Florentina!      thefe   charming 
"  features    are  engraved  on  my  me- 
**  mory,  and  (till  more  upon  my  heart. 
"  It  the  piclure   which    I    loft,    anJ 
«'  which  was  only  a   flight  fketch  of 
*'  fuch  perfection,  could   infl.une  me 
"  with  the  moll  ardent  pillion,  judge 
"  how   I   mull  be  tran (ported  at  this 
"  moment !" — lt  You    flatter  me  too 
<c  much,1*  laid    Florentina  j    "  for   I 
"  am  not  vain  enough  to  imagine  that 
"  my  qualifications  juftify  your  dif- 
*'  con rfe." — "  Go  on  with  your  com- 
"  pliments,''  faid  the  fathei-.     At  the 
'  fame  time,  he  left  "me  alone  with  his 
f  daughter  j    and   taking  Moralez  a- 

*  fide,  "  Friend,"  faid  he  to  him,  "  you 
**  have  loft  all  your  baggage,  then  ; 
*'  and,  without    doubt,    your   money 
'*  too." — '*  Yes,  Sir,"  anfwered  my 

*  comrade,  tf  a  great  number  of  ban- 
"  ditti   poured   upon  us,  near   Caftei 
"  Biazo,  and  left  us  nothing  but  the 
"  cloaths  on  our  backs ;  but  we  mail, 
"  in  a  very  Ihort  time,  receive  bills  of 
"  exchange,  which  will  let  all  things 
"  to  rights  again." 

"  Btit  until  thofe  bills  arrive,"  re. 
'  plied  the  old  man,  taking  a  purle  out 

*  of  his  pocket,  "  here  are  an  hundred 
"  piftoles   at   your    fervice.''  —  «<  O, 
14  Sir!"   faid  Moralez,  "  my  mafter 

Y  %  «  would 
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would  not  accept  them  for  thexvorld. 
I  find  you  don't  know  him.  Zooks  ! 
he  is  a  man  of  great  delicacy  on 
thefe  occafions.  He  is  none  of  thofe 
fafhionable  youngfters  who  are  apt 
to  take  up  from  every  body.  He 
does  not  love  to  be  in  debt,  and 
would  rather  beg  his  bread  than 
borrow  one  farthing." — "  So  much 
the  better,''  faid  the  honeft  citizen  ; 
I  efteem  him  the  more  on  that  ac- 
count.  I  cannot  bear  to  fee  young 
men  contrail  debts  :  I  pardon  it,  in- 
deed,  in  people  of  quality,  becauie 
it  is  a  privilege  they  have  pon^efTed 
a  long  time.  I  won't/'  continued 
he,  '<  affront  thy  mafter;  and  fince 
it  will  only  give  him  pain  to  offer 
him  money,  we  muft  fay  no  more 
about  it."  With  thefe  words,  he  was 
going  to  put  the  purfe  in  his  pocket 
again  ;  but  my  companion  held  his 
hand,  faying;,  "Hold,  Signior  Moy- 
adas,  whatever  averfion  my  mafter 
has  to  borrowing,  I  don't  dffpair  of 
preva:ling  upon  him  to  accept  your 
hundred  piftoles.  It  is  only  from 
ftrangers  he  is  my  of  borrowing  : 
he  is  not  fo  ceremonious  with  his 
own  family  :  he  can  even  demand 
of  his  father,  with  a  good  grace, 
whatever  money  he  has  occafion  for. 
The  young  gentleman,  you  per- 
ceive,  knows  how  to  diftinguifh  per- 
foi-s,  and  ought  to  look  upon  you, 
Sir,  as  a  fecond  father." 
'  Moralez,  by  fuch  difcourfe,  fe- 
cured  the  purfe  of  the  old  man,  who 
came  and  rejoined  us  ;  and  finding 
his  daughter  and  me  engaged  in  mu- 
tual  compliments,  interrupted  our 
converiation,  by  telling  Florentina 
the  obligation  he  lay  under  to  me; 
and,  on  that  fcore,  made  me  pro- 
feflions  which  convinced  me  of  his 
gratitude.  I  laid  hold  of  fuch  a  fa- 
vourablc  diipofition,  a-nd  told  the  ci- 
tizen,  that  the  mo  ft  fenfible  mark 
of  acknowledgment  he  could  (hew, 
would  be  to  haften  my  marriage  with 
his  daughter.  He  yielded,  with  a 
good  grace,  to  my  impatience;  af- 
luring  me,  that  in  three  days,  at 
fart  heft,  I  fhould  be  Florentina's 
hufbami;  and,  that  infteaii  of  fix 
thonlnnd  ducats,  which  he  h;id  pro- 
mi  fed  for  her  dower,  he  would  give 
me  ten,  as  a  proof  of  his  being  deep- 
}y  affected  with  the  fervice  I  had 
cone  him. 


'  Moralez  and  I,    therefore,    lived 

c  with  the  honeft  man  Jerome  de  Moy- 

'  adas,  kindly   treated,  and  in  the  a- 

•ble  expectation  of  ten  thoufand 

'  ducats,  with  wliich  we  propofed   to 

*  make  a  fudden    decampment  from 
'  Meritia.      Our  joy,    however,    was 
'  checked  by  fear  :  we  were  apprehen- 
'  five,  that  in  lefs  than  three  days  the 
«  true  fon  of  Juan  Velcz  de  Menbrilla 

*  would   arrive,  and  crofs    our   good 
'  fortune. 

'  This  fear  was  by  no  means  ill- 
'  founded  :  for  the  very  next  day,  a 
'  kind  of  peafant,  loaded  with  a  port- 

*  manteau,  came  to  the  huufe  of  Flo- 
'  rentina's  father,  when  I  was  not  at 
'  home,  though  my  comrade  was  pre- 
'  font.  "  Sir  !"  faid  the  peafant  to  the 

*  old  man,  "I  belong  to  a  young  gen- 
"  tleman  of  Calatrava,  called  Signior 
"  de  la  Menbrilla,  who  is  to  be  your 
"  fon-in-law.     We  are  juft   arrived, 
"  and   he  will  be  here  prefently.     I 
"  came  before,  to  give  you  notice  of 
'*  his  approach."   He  had  fcarce  fpoke 

*  thefe  words,  when  his  mafter  appear- 
'  ed  ;  acircumftancethat  furprized  the 
«  old  man  very  much,  and  difconcerU 
«  ed  Moralez  a  little. 

'  Pedro,  who  was  a  very  gentetl 
e  young  fellow,  addrefled  himielf  to 
'  Florentina's  father  ;  but  the  honeft 
'  citizen  did  not  give  him  timf  to  fi- 
'  nifli  his  difcourfe,  and  turning  to 

*  my  companion,  afked   the  meaning 
'  of  all    this.     Then  Moralez,    who 

*  was   fecond  to  no  man  on  earth  in 

*  impudence,  aflTumed  an  air  of  affu- 

*  ranee,  and  faid  to  the  old  man,  "  Sir, 
"  thefe  two  men  belong  to  the  troop  of 
"  thieves  who  robbed  us  on  the  high- 
"  way  :    I   recollecl   them   both  very 
"  well,  particularly  him  who  has  the 
"  audacity  to  call  himfelf  the  fon  of 
"  Signior  Juan  Velez  de  la  Menbril- 
'*  la."    The  old  citizen  believed  Mo- 
'  raltz  ;  and,  perfuaded  that  the  ftran- 
'  gers  were  cheats,  faid  to  them,  "Gen- 
"  tlemen,  you   come   too  late;    your 
"  fcheme  is  prevented  :  Pedro  dc  la 
"  Menbrilla  has  been   in    my   houfe 
**  fince  yefterday.'' — <{  Take  care  of 
"  what  you  fay,"  anfwered  the  young 
'   man  of  Calatrava  ;   "  you   have  got 
*'  an  impoftor  in  your  family  ;  for  you 
"  muft  know  that  Juan  Velez  dc 

"  brillahas  no  other  fon  than  me."— 

"  I  know  better,"  replied  the  old  man; 

"  and   am  not  ignorant   of  your  pro- 

«  fdJlon  : 
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<f  feflion  :    don't  you  recolleft   this 
"  young  man,  and  remember  his  ma- 
*'  fter,  whom  you  robbed  ?" — "  If  I 
*'•  was  not  in  yourhoufe,"  faicl  Pedro, 
• «  I  would  punifii  the  infolence  of  that 
'<  cheat,  who  has  the  preemption  to 
*'  call  me  a  robber.     Let  him   thank 
*'  your  prefence,  that  retrains  my  in- 
"  dignition.— Sir,"  added  he,  "  you 
"  are  impofed  upon.    I  am  the  young 
"  man  to  whom  your  brother  Auguf- 
««  tin  promifed  his  niece.     If  you  de- 
"  fire  it,   I  can  (hew   all  the  letters 
"  which  he  wrote  to  my  father,  on 
«<  the  fubjecl  of  the  marriage.     Will 
'«  you  not  believe  it,  when,  you  fee  the 
"  picture  of  Florentina,  which  he  fent 
"  to  me  fome  time  before  his  death  ?" 
"  No,"  faid  the  old  citizen,  inter- 
'  rupting  him  j  ««  neither  the  picture 
C£  nor  the  letters  will   convince  me  : 
"  I  know  very  well  in  what  manner 
*'  they  fell  into  your  hands  }  and  I 
lc  advife  you  as  a  friend,  to  begone 
"  from  Merida  as  foon  as  you  can/' 
— ."  This    is   too  much,"    cried  the 

*  young  gentleman,  in  his  turn  j  "  I 
"  will  not  fuffer  my  name  to  be  fto- 
"  len  with  impunity,    nor  myfelf  to 
c<  be  treated  like  a  highwayman.     I 
"  know  fome  people   in    this    place, 
«•  whom  I  will  find,    and  return  to 
«'  confound  the  impoftor  that  has  pre- 
*'  judjced  you  againil  me."     So  fay- 

*  ing,  he  retired  with  bis  valet,  and 

*  Moralez  remained  niafter  of  the  field: 

*  nay,  this  adventure  made  Jerome  de 
'  Moyadas  refolve  to  have  the  mar- 
'  riage  celebrated  that  very  day,  and 
'  he  went  out  inltantly,  to  give  the 

*  neceffary  orders  for  the  occaiion. 

*  Though   my  comrade  was  very 

*  well  pleafed  to  fee  Florentina's  fa- 

*  ther  in  a  difpofition   fo  favourable 

*  for  us,  he  was  far  from  being  per- 

*  fec"lly  at  eafe  :    fearing   the  confe- 

*  quence  of  the   meafures  which    he 
'  concluded    Pedro    would    certainly 
'  take,  he  waited  for  me  with  impa- 

*  tience,    to  communicate  what   had 
'  happened.     Finding  him,  at  my  re- 

*  turn,  plunged  in  a  profound  reverie, 
««  What  is  the  matter,  friend  ?'*  faid  I ; 
««  thou  feemeft  in  a  brown  ftudy."  He 

*  replied,  "  If  I  am,  it  is  not  without 
>c  reafon  :"  and    informed  me  of  the 

«  whole  affair;  adding,  "  Thou  feeil 
*'  what  caufe  I  have  to  mufe.  It  was 
"  thou  alone,  who  rafhly  threw  us  in- 
**  to  tl}is  dilemma.  It  was  a  mining 


"  enterprize,  I  own,  and  would  have 
tf  crowned  thee  with  glory,  had  it  luc- 
'<  ceeded :  but,  in  ail  appearance,  it 
*'  will  end  illj  and  it  is  my  advice, 
"  that,  in  order  to  prevent  explana- 
"  tions,  we  immediately  betake  our- 
'*  felves  to  our  heels,  with  the  feather 
"  which  we  have  plucked  from  the 
"  hon^tt  man"s  wing." 

"  Mr.  Muralez,"  anfwcred  I  to  this 
c  propolal,  *'  you  yield  to  difficulties* 
**  I  find,  very  foon  ;  and  don^t  do  a 
tl  great  deal  of  honour  to  Don  Mat- 
"  thias  de  Cordel,  and  the  other  ca- 
i(  valierswith  whom  you  lived  at  To- 
ft  ledo  :  one  who  has  ferved  his  ap- 
*'  prenticefliip  under  fuch  able  mailers, 
'*  ought  not  to  be  ealily  alarmed.  As 
ft  for  me,  who  intend  to  walk  in  the 
"  Iteps  of  thefe  heroes,  and  prove  my- 
"  felf  a  worthy  pupil,  I  will  bear  up 
"  againft  the  obftacle  that  terrifies  you, 
<{  and  make  my  utmoft  effort  to  fur- 
"  mount  it."' — "  If  you  accoinplifh 
"  that,"  faid  my  companion,  "  I  will 
"  prefer  you  to  all  the  great  men  in. 
"  Plutarch." 

*  Juft  as  Moralez  had  done  fpeak- 
'  ing,  Jerome  de  Moyadas  coining  in, 
1  faid  to  me,  "  You  mall  be  my  fon- 
«  in-law  this  very  evening :  your  fer- 
"  vant,  I  fuppofe,  has  told  you  what 
"  happened.     What  do  you  think  of 
"  the  impudence  of  the  rogue,   who 
(l  would  have  made  me  believe  that  he 
c<   was  the  Ion  of  my  brother's  corre- 
*{  fpondent?" — "  Signioi-,"  anfwered 
'  I,  in  a  melancholy  tone,  and  with 
*  the  mod  ingenuous  air  I  could  atifeft, 
"  I  find  I  am  not  qualified  to  carry  on 
"  a  deceit.    I  mult  fmcerely  own,  that 
'*   I  am  not  the  fon  of  Juan  Velez  dc 
"  MenbriHa."— "  What  do  I  hear?" 
'  cried  the  old  man,  interrupting  me 
'  with    equal    precipitation   and   fur- 
'•  prize:   "  how !   you  not   the  young 
"  man    to   whom    my   brother     •   " 
"  Pray,  Sir,"  faid  I,  interrupting  him 
<  in  my  turn,  t:  be  fo  good  as  to  hear 
"  me  to  an  end.     I  have  loved  your 
daughter  thefe  eight  days,  during 
which  my  paflion  has  detained  me 
at   Merida ;    and    yefterday,   after 
having  come  to  your  aililtaqce,  1  was 
about  to  demand  her  in  marriage, 
when  you   flopped  my   mouth,  by 
"  giving   tne   to    underftand   that  fhe 
"  was  deftined  for  another.    You  told 
cr  me  that  your  brother,  in  his  laft  mo- 
f«  ments,  conjured  you  to  beflow  her 
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upon  Pedro  de  la  Menbrilla  ;  that 
you  promifed  to  comply  with  his  re- 
queft ;  and,  in  fhort,  that  you  was 
a  flave  to  your  word.  This  infor- 
mation,  I  confefs,  overwhelmed  mej 
and  my  love,  reduced  to  defpair,  in- 
fpired  me  with  the  ftratagern  I  put 
in  practice.  I  muft  tell  you,  how- 
ever,  that  I  fccretly  upbraided  my- 
felf  with  the  trick  I  had  put  upon 
you  ;  but  I  flattered  myfclf  that  you 
would  forgive  it,  when  1  (hould  have 
difcovercd  it,  and  convinced  you 
that  I  am  an  Italian  Prince,  who 
travel  incognito;  and  that  my  fa- 
ther  is  fovereigu  of  certain  vallies 
fituated  between  the  Swifs,  the  Mi- 
lanefe,  and  Savoy.  I  imagined  that 
you  would  be  agreeably  furprized, 
when  I  (hould  have  revealed  my 
birth  }  and  I  felt  all  the  pleafure  of 
a  delicate  and  paffionate  hulband,  in 
tlie  hope  of  declaring  it  to  Floren- 
tina  after  our  marriage.  Heaven,1' 
added  I,  changing  my  tone,  *'  would 
not  indulge  me  in  fo  much  joy  ! 
Pedro  de  la  Menbrilla  appears,  and 
I  muft  reftore  him  his  name,  how 
much  foever  the  reftitution  will  coft 
me  !  You  are  engaged,  by  your 
promife,  to  chufe  him  for  a  fon-in- 
law  }  and  it  is  your  duty  to  prefer 
him  to  me,  without  regard  to  my 
rank,  or  companion  for  the  cruel 
fituation  to  which  you  are  going  to 
reduce  me.  I  will  not  pretend  to 
reprefent,  that  your  brother  was  on- 
Jy  the  uncle  of  your  daughter,  and 
that  you  being  her  father,  it  is  more 
juft  to  acquit  yourfelf  of  the  obliga- 
tion  you  owe  me,  than  to  make  it  a 
point  of  honour  to  keep  a  promife 
which  is  but  (lightly  binding." 
'*  Yes,  doubtlefs,  it  is  fo!"  cried 
Jerome  de  Moyadas  ;  "  therefore  I 
do  not  intend  to  hefitate  between 
you  and  Don  Pedro  de  Menbrilla. 
If  my  brother  Auguftin  was  ftill 
alive,  he  would  not  blame  me  for 
giving  the  preference  to  u  man  who 
laved  my  life;  and  who  is,  more- 
over,  a  prince,  who  does  not  dif- 
dain  to  afk  my  alliance.  I  muft  be 
an  enemy  to  my  own  happinefs,  and 
entirely  (irpn'vtd  "f  niy  underftand- 
ing,  if  I  did  ncr  ",iv)o\i  niydaugh- 
ter,  and  even  prefs  the  celebration 
of  the  marriage." — '*  But,  Signior,  ' 
I  rtplitd,  *'tlo  nothing  impetuoullyj 
conluit  your  intvrtft  <?r»Jy  j  and, 


notwithftanding  the  nobility  of  my 

blood — "    »  Sure  you  jell  !"   faid 

he,  interrupting  me  j  "  ought  I  to 

hefitate   one   moment  !      No,    my 

Prince,  I  moft  humbly  befeech  you 

to    honour    the    happy    Florentina 

with   your   hand   this    very    even- 

ing.' ~»  Well,"  faid  I,  "  be  it  fo  j 

go  carry  the  news  yourfelf,  and  in- 

form  her  of  her  glorious  fate." 

'  While  the  honeft  citizen  flew  ea- 

gerly  to  tell  his  daughter  that  (he  had 

made  the  conqueft  of  a  prince,  Mo- 

ralez,  who  had  heard  the  whole  con- 

verfation,  threw  himlclf  on  his  knees 

before   me,    faying,    «»  Monfignior 

the  Italian  prince,    fon  of  a  ibve- 

reign  of  the  vallies  fituated  between 

the  S%vifs,   Milanefe,    and    Savoy, 

give  me   leave  to  embrace  the  feet 

of  yourhighnefs,  and  teftify  the  ex- 

ceflive  joy  I  feel  !     Upon  the  faith 

of  a  knave,   I  look  upon  you  as  a 

prodigy  !  I  thought  myfelf  the  firft 

man  in  the  world,  but  truly  I  ftrike 

to  you,  although  you  have  lefs  ex- 

perience  than   I." — "  What !    you 

are  no  longer  uneafy,  I  hope  j1'  laid 

I  to  him.      "  O    not  at  all  !"   an- 

fwered  he  5  "  I  am  no  longer  afraid 

of  Signior  Pedro  ;  let  him  come  a- 

gain  as  foon  as  he  pleafes."     Mo- 

ralez  and  I  being  now  firm  in  the 

ftirrups,  began  to  regulate  the  courle 

we  fliould  take  with  the  dowry  ;  on 

which  we  depended  fo  much,   that 

we  could  not  have  thought  ourfelves 

more  fecure  of  it,  had  it  been  already 

in  our  pockets.    We  had  not,  as  yet, 

got  it,  for  all   that;    and  the  cata- 

ftrophe  of  the  adventure  did  not  an- 

fwer  our  expectation.' 

'  In  a  little  time  the  young  man  of 

Calatrava  returned,  accompanied  by 

two  citizens  and  an  alguazil,  as  for- 

midable  on  account  of  his  whifkcrs 

and  fwarthy  complexion,  as  of  his 

employment.       Florentina's    fathi-r 

being  prefent,  "  Signicr  de  Moya- 

das,"   laid  Pedro  to  him,  «'  1  have 

brought  hither  three  creditable  peo- 

pic,  who  know  me,   and  can    tell 

you   who  I  arn." — «'  Yes,   lure," 

cried  the  algua/il,  <c  I  can  tell  you  ; 

and  I  certify  to  all   whom    it  may 

concern,   that  I  know  you.     Your 

name  is  Pc^lro,  and  you  are  the  only 

fon  of  Juan  Velez  de  la  Menbrilla: 

whoever  maintain?;    the  contrary  is 

an    impoftor/"—  "  I  believe  you, 

«  Mr. 
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*«  Mr.  Alguazil,"  faid  the  honeft  man 
«  Jerome  de  Moyadas  j  "  your  evi- 
*«  dence  is  facred  with  me,  as  well  as 
"  that  of  the  gentlemen  merchants 
*>  who  are  along  with  you.  I  am 
*<  fully  convinced  that  the  young  ca- 
"  valier,  who  conducted  you  hither,  is 
"  the  only  fon  of  my  brother's  corre- 
*<  Ipondent :  but  that  does  not  fignify, 
'*  I  am  no  longer  in  the  mind  to  give 
"  him  my  daughter." 

«'  Oho  !  that's  another  affair,"  faid 
«  the  alguazil  i  "  I  came  hither  only 
"  to  aflure  you,  that  I  know  this  young 
«'  man.  You  are  mafter  of  your  child, 
«'  and  nobody  can  compel  you  to  part 
*'  with  her  againft  your  inclination." 
*— "  Nor  do  I  intend,"  faid  Pedro,  in- 
<  terrupting  him,  "  to  offer  violence 
"  to  the  inclination  of  Signior  de 
"  Moyadas;  but  he  will  give  me  leave 
«'  to  aik  why  he  has  changed  his  fen- 
"  timents,  or  if  he  has  any  caufe  to 
«•*  complain  of  me?  Let  me  beaffured, 
"  at  leaft,  that  I  have  not  loft  the  fweet 
<{  hope  of  being  his  fon-in-lawby  my 
"  own  iniibehaviour." — "  I  have  no 
««  caufe  to  complain  of  you,"  replied 
'  the  old  man  $  '«  and  will  even  own, 
tf  that  it  is  with  regret  I  fee  myfelf 
**  under  a  neceflity  of  breaking  my 
*'  word,  for  which  I  conjure  you  t6 
*'  forgive  me.  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
ff  you  are  too  generous  to  take  it  a- 
"  inifs,  that  I  prefer  to  you  a  rival 
'*  who  has  faved  my  life.  Here  he 
"  is,"  purfued  he,  (hewing  me  to  the 

*  company  j  "  this  is  the  perfon  who 
44  refcued  me  from  the  moil  imminent 
*'  danger;  and  that  my  excufe  may 
41  have  ftill  more  force,  I  muft  inform 
*•  you  he  is  no  lefs  chan  an  Italian 
**  prince." 

'  At  thefe  laft  words,  Pedro  became 

*  mute  and  confounded  $  the  two  mer- 

*  chants  Itared  with   the  utmofl  fur- 

*  prize;   but  the  alguazil,  accuftomed 

*  to  look  upon  the  worft  fide  of  every 

*  thing,   fufpecled  this  wonderful  ad- 

*  venture  to  be  a  trick  that  might  turn 

*  out  to  his  advantage:  he  eyed  me 

*  very  attentively,  and  his  good-will 

*  being  baffled  by  my  features,  which 

*  were   utterly  unknown  to  him,  he 
'  examined  my  comrade  with  the  fame 
'  attention.     Unluckily  for  my  high- 

*  nefs,    he   recollected  Moralez,   and 
«  remembering  to  have  feen  him  in  the 
«  prifon  of  Ciudad  Real,  "  Ah,  ha  I'* 

*  cried  lie,  "  here  is  one  of  our  cuf- 
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"  tomers;  I  remember  this  gentle- 
"  man,  who,  I  aflure  you,  is  one  of 
««  the  moft  perfect  (harpers  within  the 
"  kingdoms  and  principalities  of 
"  Spain." — "  Softly,  Mr.  Alguazil," 
'  faid  Jerome  de  Moyadas ;  '<  the 
"  young  man,  whom  you  paint  fo 
"  diladvantageoufly,  is  the  dorneftick 
"  of  a  prince." — "  Very  well,"  re- 
'  plied  the  alguazil ;  "  I  know  enough 
"  to  form  my  refolution  accordingly, 
ft  and  judge  of  the  mafter  by  the  man. 
"  I  don't  doubt  that  thefe  gallants 
"  are  two  cheats,  who  have  agreed  to 
l<  impofe  upon  you.  I  know  how  to 
**  manage  in  fuch  cafes ;  and  to  let  you 
'*  fee  that  thefe  wits  are  adventurers, 
**  I  will  carry  them  Jnftantly  to  gaol. 
"  I  intend  to  introduce  them  to  apri- 
"  vateconverfation  with  Moniieurthe 
"  Corregidor;  after  which  they  will 
"  feel  that  whipping  is  not  yet  out  of 
"  fafhion." — '«  Hold  there,  mafter 
"  officer,"  replied  the  old  man  ;  "don't 
"  let  us  pufti  matters  fo  far:  people 
"  of  your  profeflion  are  not  afraid  of 
"  giving  pain  to  a  worthy  man.  May 
"  not  this  valet  b«  a  rogue,  and  his 
"  mafter  a  man  of  honour?  Is  it  a 
**  new  thing,  to  fee  /harpers  in  the 
"  fervice  of  princes?" — "  You  joke, 
"  with  your  princes,"  faid  the  algua- 

*  zil;  "  this  young  fellow  is  a  knight 
"  of  the  poft,  you  may  depend  upon 
**  it ;  and  I  arreil  him  and  his  com- 
"  rade  in  the  king's  name.     I  have 
*'  twenty  foldiers   at  the   door,  who 
"  fhall  drag  them  to  prifon,  if  they 
"  refufe  to  go  with  a  good  grace.— 
"  Come,  my  prince,"  addreflinghim- 
«  felf  to  me,  "  let  us  march.0 

«  I  was  thunderftruck  at  thefe  words, 
1  as  well  as  Moralez,  and  our  concern 
'  rendered  us  fufpecled  to  Jerome  de 
'  Moyadas,  or  rather  convinced  him 

•  that  we  actually  had  a  defign  to  de- 
«  fraiid  him.     On  this  occafion,  how- 
'  ever,  he  behaved  like  a  gallant  man  ; 
«  laying   to   the   alguazil,    "  Mafter 
*c  officer,  perhaps  your  fufpicions  are 
"  falfe,  and  perhaps  they  are  but  too 
"  true.     But  be  it  as  it  will,  let  us 
rt  dive  no  farther  into  the  aff.tir:  let 
"  thtfe   t\vo    young    cavaliers    retire 
"  wherefoever  they  pleafe  to  go,  and 
t:  I  beg  you  will  not  oppofe  their  re- 
(<  treat:  it  is  a  favour  I  nik,  in  order 
*'  to  acqui;  myfeJf  of  the  obligation  I 
'*  owe  to  them."-; — "  Were  I  ftriclly 
**  io  do  my  doty,"  anfweud  the  ai- 

*  guazil, 
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*  guazil,  "  I   fliould    imprifon    thefe 
'*  gentlemen,  without  having  any  re- 
"  gard    to    your    entreaty  :  'but,  for 
"  your  lake,  I  will  relax  a  little,  pro- 
*'  vided   that  they  quit  the  town  this 
"  inftant;    for   if    1    mett   them    to- 
••  morrow,   egad  !  they  (hall  fee  what 
•'  will  become  of  them." 

'  When  M>>ralez  and  I  underftood 

*  that   we  were    free,    we  recollected 

*  out  (elves  a  little, 'endeavoured  to  talk 

*  boldly,  and  affirm  that  we  were  per- 

*  ions   of   honour;    but  the   alguazil 

*  file-need  us  with  a  fierce  look}  and  I 

*  don't  know  how,  thefe  people  have 
'  an   afcendant   over  us.      We  were 

*  obliged,  therefore,  to  abandon  Flo- 

*  rentina  and  her  portion  to  Pedro  de 

*  la  Men  hi  ilia,  who  doubtl-efs  became 

*  the  ion -in -law  of  Jerome  de  Moyadas, 

*  and  retire  with  all  fpeed,  taking  the 

*  road   to  Truxillo,  with  the  confola- 

*  lion  of  having,  at  lealt,  got  an  hun- 

*  dred  piitoles  by  the  adventure.     A- 

*  bout  an  hour  before  night,  pafling  by 

*  a  little  village,  with  a  reiblution  of 
'  gom£  further  before  we  mould  halt, 

*  we  perceived  an  inn  of  a  pretty  good 

*  appearance  for  that  place,  and  the 

*  landlord  with   his  wife    fitting   on 

*  long  Hones  at  the  door.     The  hui- 
«  band,   -a  tall,   meagre,    old  fellow, 
«  thrummed  upon  a  wretched  guittar, 

*  for  the  divcriion   of  his  wife,   who 
«  feemed  toliitenwith  pleafure.  "  Gen- 
•«  tlemen,"  cried  the  landlord,  when 

*  he  faw  we  did  not  ftop,  "  I  advife 
«*  you  to  halt  at  this  place  :  you  won't 
««  find  a  village  within  three  weary 
««  leagues  of  this  j  and  even  there,  I 
"  allure  you,  you  won't  be  fo  well 
«'  ferved  as  here  j  take   my  word  for 
•*  it,   and  \valk  into  my  houfe,   where 
«'  1  will   entertain   you    handfomely, 
«'  at  areafonablerate."     We  fuftered 

*  ourfelves  to  be  perfuaded,  and  ap- 
«  proaching  the  man  and  his  wife,  bid 

*  them  good  even ;  and  having  feated 

*  ourfelves  by  them,  began  all  four  to 
«  talk  of  indifferent  fubjects.  The  land- 
«  lord  faid,   he  was  an  officer  of  the 
«  Holy  Brotherhood;  and  his  wife  was 

*  a  t:a  merry  dame,  who  feemed  to  un- 

*  dcrftand  very  well  how   to  vend  her 
«  eommodities. 

*  Our  conveiTation  was  interrupted 
«  by  the  arrival  of  twelve  or  fifteen 
«  cavalitrs,  fome  mounted  on  mules, 
«  and  fome  a  horfe-back,  followed  by 
'  thirty  baggage  raoyls  loaded  wiih 


«  bales.  "  Ah!  what  a  number  of 
"  princes!"  cried  the  landlord,  at 
'  fight  of  fo  many  people}  "  where 
"  fhall  I  find  lodging  for  them  all  ?" 
'  In  a  moment,  the  village  was  croud- 
'  ed  with  men  and  beafts.  There  was 

*  luckily,  near  the  inn,  a  v.ift  barn,  in 
«  which  the  moyls  and  the  baggage 

*  wercdifpofed:   the  mules  and  horfes 
«  belonging  to  the  cavaliers  wtre  put 
'  in  other  places;  and  as  for  the,men, 
'  they  did   not  concern  themfelves  fo 
'  much  about  finding  beds  as  in  be- 
'  fpcakinga  good  fupper.     The  land- 
'  lord,   his  wife,  and  a  young  maid- 
'  fervant  belonging  to  the  houfe,  were 

*  not  idle;    they  Slaughtered    all  the 

*  poultry  in  their  yard,  which,  joined 

*  to  fome  ragouts  made  of  rabbits  and 

*  cats,  and  a  plentiful  difh  of  foup, 

*  compofed  of  cauliflowers  and  mut- 

*  ton,  furnifhed  entertainment  enough 

*  for  the  whole  company. 

'  Moralez  and  I  looked  at  the  cava- 
'  liers,  who  from  time  to  time  eyed 

*  us  alfo.  At  lad  we  entered  into  con- 

*  verfation,  and  told  them,  that  if  it 

*  was  agreeable  we  would  fup  in  com* 

*  pany.  They  afTured  us,  that  we  could 
'  not  do  them  a  greater  pleafure :  fo 

*  we  fat  down  all  together  at  table. 
'  There  was  one  among   them    who 
«  feemed  to  be  the  chief,  and  for  whom 
'  the  reft,  though  otherwife  very  fa- 
'  miliar,  did  not  fail  to  (hew  fonae  de- 
'  ference  :  it  is  true,  indeed,  he  kept 
'  the  upper  end,  talked  in  an  elevated 
1  tone  of  voice,  and  even  contradift- 

*  ed,  fometimes,  in   a  cavalier  man- 
'  ner,  the  fentiments  of  the  reft  ;  who, 

*  far  fVom  replying  in  the  fame  man- 
'  ner  to    him,    feemed  to  reipeft  his 
'  opinions.    The  difcourfe  falling,  by 
'  accident,  on  Andalufia,  and  Mora- 
•'  lez  taking  it  into  his  head  to  praile 
«  Seville,  this  man  faid  to  him,  "  Sig- 
«'  nior  cavalier,  you  are  making  the 
"  elogiura  of  the  city    where  I  firft 
*'  drew  breath  }    or,  at  lealt,    I   was 
*'  born   in   it's  neighbourhood,   fmce 
"  the  town  of  Meyrena  gave  me  to 
'«  the  world."' — u  I  can  fay  the  fame 
**  thing,"  anfwered   my  companion  ; 
<{  I  was  likewife  born  at  Meyrena, 
"  and  I  muft  certainly  know  your  pa- 
"  rents:  pray,  whole  fon  are  you?' 
— "  I   am,"  faid  the  cavalier,  "  the 
««  fon  of  an  honcft  notary,  called  Mar- 
"  tin  Moralt-z." — "  Upon  my  faith  !" 

*  ciied  my  counadc.   with   emotion, 

•«  the 
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"  the  adventure  is  extremely  fingular  : 
"  you  are  then  my  eldeft  brother,  Ma- 
"  nuel  Moralez."—- "The  yery  fame," 
'  laid  the  other  ;  "  and  you  are,  I 
"  fuppofe,  my  young  brother,  Lewis, 
**  whom  I  left  in,  the  cradle,  when  I 

'.'  quitted  my  father's    houie  ?" 

"  That  is  my  name,  indeed!"  replied 
'  my  comrade.  Upon  which  they  both 
4  got  up,  and  embraced  one  another 
'.  with  great  affection.  Then  Signior 

*  Manuel  faid  to  the  company,  "  Gen- 
ff  tlemen,  this  event  is  altogether  mar- 
"  vellous  !  I  have,  by  accident,  met 
**  and  difcovered  a  brother,  whom  I 

*  have  not  feen  thefe  twenty  years  and 
"  more :   allow  me  to  prefent  him  to 
"  the  company."     All  the  cavaliers, 

*  who  kept  themfelves  (landing  out  of 

*  complaifance,  fainted  the  young  Mo- 

*  ralez,  and  loaded  him  with  carefles. 
4  Afterwards,  we  fat  down  again  at 

*  table,  where  we  remained  all  night, 

*  without  going  to  bed  j  the  two  bro- 
4  thers  fitting  by  one  another,  and  con- 

*  verfing  by  themfelves  about  their  fa- 
4  mily,  while  the  other  guefts  drank 

*  and  made  merry. 

'  Lewis,  after  a  long  converfation 

*  with  Manuel,  taking  me  afide,  faid, 
4<  All   thefe  cavaliers  are  domefticks 
t(  of  the  Count  de  Montanos,  whom 
<c  the  king  has  lately  named  for  vice- 
"  roy  of  Majorca.  They  are  conduct - 
t{  ing  their  mailer's  equipage  to  Ali- 
**  cant,    where  they  are  to   embark. 
tf  My  brother,  who  is  become  ftew- 
"  ard  to  that  nobleman,  has  propofed 
"  to  carry  me  along  with  him;   and, 
"  on  account  of  the  reluclance  I  ex- 
<(  preffed  in   leaving  you,    told    me, 
4*  that  if  you    would  accompany  us, 
"  he  would  procure  for  you  a  good, 
"employment.     Dear  friend,"  added 
f  he,  "  I  advife  thee  not  to  difdain  the 
**  offer  5  let    us  go    together    to   the 
<(  ifland  of  Majorca  :    if  we  find  it. 
"  agreeable,  we  will  ftay  there ;  and 
•*  if  we  mall  be  difpleafed  with  our 
44  fituation,  we  will  return  to  Spain." 

(  I  willingly  embraced  the  propofal; 
c  young  Moralez  and  I  joined  the 
4  count's  officers,  and  fet  out  with. 

*  them  from  the  inn  befpre  day.  Hav- 

*  ing,    by  long  marches,  gained  the 
e  city  of  Alicant,  I  bought  a  guittar, 

*  and   took   off  a   handibme    fuit   of 

*  cloaths,    before    our    embarkation, 

*  thinking  of  nothing  but  the  ifland 

*  of  Majorca  j  and  Lewis  Moralez  was 


•  in  the  fame  difpofirion.  We  feemed 
to  have  renounce*!  (harping  alto- 
gether. To  tell  you  the  truth,  we- 
had  a  mind  to  pafs  forperfons  of  ho- 
nour, among  the  cavaliers  in  whofe 
company  we  were ;  and  that  kept  a 
check  upon  our  geniufes.  At  laft 
we  went  merrily  on  board,  flattering 
ourfelves  with  the  hopes  of  being  at 
Majorca  in  a  very  little  time ;  but 
fcarce  had  we  cleared  the  Gulph  of 
Alicant,  when  a  terrible  tempeft  a- 
rofe.  I  might,  in  this  place  of  my 
relation,  take  an  opportunity  to  make 
a  fine  defcription  of  the  Itorm  j  to 
paint  the  air  all  on  fire,  to  make  the 
thunder  roar,  the  winds  whiftle,  the 
mountain  billows  roll,  &c.  But  all 
thefe  flowers  of  rhetorick  apart,  I 
a  (fa  re  you  the  hurricane  was  violent, 
and  obliged  us  to  bear  away  for  the 
point  of  the  ifland  of  Cabrera,  a  de- 
fart  i fie,  in  which  there  is  a  little 
fort,  at  that  time  garrifoned  by  aa 
officer  and  five  or  fix  foldiers,  who 
gave  us  a  very  hofpitable  reception. 
*  As  we  were  obliged  to  ftay  there 
feveral  days,  in  order  to  repair  our 
fails  and  tackle,  we  invented  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  amufements,  to  pafs 
the  time  agreeably.  Each  followed 
his  own  inclination  :  fome  played  at 
primero,  others  fought  different  di- 
verfions,  and  I  went  to  walk  through 
the  ifland,  accompanied  by  thofe 
who  loved  fuch  exercife.  We  fkipt 
from  rock  to  rock  ;  for  the  ground 
was  very  uneven,  full  of  itones,  and 
very  deficient  in  good  foil.  One  day, 
while  we  confidered  thefe  parched, 
withered  places,  and  admired  the  ca- 
price of  Nature,  that  (hews  herfelf 
fruitful  or  barren  as  /he  pleafes,  our 
nofes  were  invaded,  all  of  a  fudden^ 
with  a  moft  agreeable  fmell.  We 
immediately  turned  to  the  eathvard,,' 
from  whence  that  odour  came,  and! 
perceived  with  aftonifhment,  among 
the  rocks,  a  large,  round,  green  fpor^ 
ftfrrounded  with  honey-fuckles,  even 
more  beautiful  and  fweet-fcented 
than  thole  that  grow  in  Ancialufia. 
We  approached,  with  plcfifure,  thofe 
charming  fhrubs,  which  perfumed 
the  air  all  round,  and  found  that 
they  bordered  upon  the  entry  of  a 
very  deep  cavern,  which  being  large 
and  light,  we  defcended  to  the  bot- 
tom ot  it,  turning  by  tteps  of  flone, 
the  ends  of  which  were  adorned  with 
2,  «  flowers, 
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*  flowers,  the  whole  forming  a  natural 
'  winding  Hair-cafe.     When  we  had 
r  got  down,  we  faw  feveral  little  rills 

*  of  water,  which  derived  their  fources 
<  from  drops  that  inceflantly  dillilled 

*  from   the  rocks  within,  creeping  a- 
f  long   fand  more  yellow  than   gold, 
c  and  lofmg  themfelves  in   the  earth. 
f  The  water  feemed  fo  pure,  that  we 
'  wsre  tempted  to  drink,  and  found  it 

I  fo  frefh,  that  we  refolved  to  return 

*  next  day  to  the  fame  place,  with  fome 

*  bottles  of  wine,  perfuaded  that  we 
'  fhould  empty  them  with  vaft  plea- 
«  fure. 

*  It  was  with  regret  we  quitted  fuch 

*  an   agreeable  place ;  and  when  we 
'  went  back  to  the  fort,  we  did  not 
«  fail   to  boait  of  our  difcovery  :  but 

*  the  commandant  cautioned  us,  as  a. 

*  friend,  againU  returning  to  the  ca- 

*  vern,  with  which  we  were  fo  much 
•charmed.     "  For  what  ?"  faid   I  to 

*  him  :  «'  Is  there  any  thing  to  fear  ?" 
— "  Yes,  without  doubt,"  he  replied; 
*'  the  corfairs  of  Algiers  and  Tripoli 
(t  fometimes  land  on  this  ifle,  to  wa- 
<T  ter  at  that  fpring;  and  one  day  fur- 
"  prized  two  foldiers  of  my  garrifon, 
"  whom   they  made  (laves. "     It  was 
'  in  vain  for  the  officer  to  tell  us  this 
r  with  a  very  ferious  air  5  he  could  not 
'•  perfuade  us,  for  we  believed  that  he 
«  jetted:  and  next  day  I  returned   to 
*'  the  cavern,  with  three  more  of  my 

*  companions,  without  providing  our- 
'  felves  with  fire-arms,  to  mew  that 

I  '  we  dreaded  nothing.    Young  Mora- 

*  lez  would  not  be  of  the  party,  chu- 

II  fing  rather  to  flay  with  his  brother, 

*  and  play  in  the  fort. 

'  Having  defcended,  as  the  day  be- 
*'  fore,  to  the  bottom  of  the  cave,  we 
'  cooled  fome  bottles  of  wine  that  we 
4  had  brought  along  with  us,  in  the 

*  rivulets  :   and  while  we  drank  them 
*"  delicioufly,  playing  on  the  guittar, 
c  and   converfmg  pleafantly  together, 
f  we  faw   feveral   men  appear  at   the 

*  mouth  of  the  cavern   above,    with 

*  large  whifkers,  turbans,  and  Turk- 
'  ifh  drefs.     We  imagined  that  it  was 

*  a  part   of  the   count's  domefticks, 

*  with  the  commandant  of  the  fort, 
'  who  had  thus  difguifed  thernfelves, 

*  in  order  to  frighten  us  ;  and,  pre- 
«  poflefled  with  this  fancy,  began  to 

*  laugh,  letting  no  lefs   than  ten  of 

*  them  come  down,  without  thinking 
'  of  defending  ourfelves.     We  were, 
'•however,  foon  undeceived  in  a  me- 


lancholy  manner,  and  convinced  that 
it  was  a  corfair,  who  came  with  his 
people  to  carry  us  off.  "  Surren- 

*  der,  you  dogs,"  he  cried,  in  the 
Caftilian  tongue,  "  or  you  fhall  all 

1  be  put  to  the  fword!"  At  the  fame 
time,  his  followers  prefented  their 
carbines  to  us,  and  we  mould  have 
undergone  a  fine  difcharge,  had  w« 
made  the  lead  refiftance.  We  pre- 
ferred flavery  to  death,  and' gave  our 
fwords  to  the  pirate  ;  who  ordered 
us  to  be  loaded  with  chains,  and 
conducted  to  his  vefTel,  which  was 
not  far  off:  then  letting  fail,  he 
fteered  with  a  fair  wind  towards 
Algiers. 

'  In  this  manner  were  we  punifhed 
for  neglecting  the  caution  of  the 
officer  of  the  garrifon.  The  firft 
thing  that  the  corfair  did,  was  to 
rifle  us  of  all  the  money  we  had. 
What  a  fine  windfal  for  him  !  the 
two  hundred  piftoles  taken  from  the 
young  citizens  of  Placentia,  the  hun- 
dred which  Moralez  had  received 
from  Jerome  de  Moyadas,  and  which 
unluckily  I  had  about  me,  were  all 
fwept  away  without  mercy.  My 
companions  had  all  their  purfes  well 
furnifhed.  In  fhort,  it  was  an  ex- 
cellent prize.  The  pirate  was  re- 
joiced at  his  good  luck ;  and  the 
rafcal,  not  fatisfied  with  the  plun- 
der, infulted  us  with  his  raillery, 
which  we  did  not  feel  half  fo  much 
as  the  neceflity  that  compelled  us  to 
bear  it.  After  a  thoufand  jokes,  he 
ordered  the  bottles  of  wine  which  we 
had  cooled  at  the  fountain,  and 
which  his  people  had  taken  care  to 
feize,  to  be  brought  to  him,  and 
began  to  empty  them  with  his  crew, 
drinking  to  our  health  by  way  of 
derifion. 

'  During  this  conjuncture,  the  coun- 
tenances of  my  comrades  exprefled 
the  pain  they  felt;  and  their  flavery 
mortified  them  the  more,  becaufe 
they  had  formed  the  moft  delightful 
idea  of  their  voyage  to  the  ifland 
of  Majorca,  where  they  had  laid  their 
account  with  leading  a  molt  delici- 
ous life.  As  for  me,  I  had  forti- 
tude enough  to  prpjeft  a  plan  of  con- 
duct for  myfelf;  and,  lefs  afraid 
than  my  fellows,  entered  into  con- 
verfation  with  the  railler,  and  even 
returned  his  jokes  with  a  good  grace. 
Pleafed  with  my  behaviour,  "Young 
"  man,"  faid  he,  «  I  like  thy  difpo- 
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."  fition  j  for,  in  the  main,  inflead  of 
"  fighing  and  groaning,  it   is  better 
'*  for  one  to  arm  himfelf  with  patience, 
"  and  fail  with    the  ft  ream  !  Play  to 
«  us  a  finall  air,"  added  he,  obferving 
*  that   I  had  a  guittar  ;    "  let  us  fee 
"  what   thou    canft  do."      I   obeyed 
'  him. as  foon  as   he  had  ordered  my 
arms  to  be  unchained,  and  began  to 
thrum   upon    my  guittar  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  acquired  his  applaufe.     I 
had,  indeed,  learned  under  the  beft 
matter  in  Madrid,  and  played  on  that 
initrument  pretty  well.     I  funglike- 
wife,  and  my  voice  gave  [no  lefs  fa- 
tisfaaion.      All  the  Turks  in   the 
velfel  exprefled  the  pleafure  they  felt 
in  hearing  me,  by  geftures  of  admi- 
ration :  a  circumftance  from  which 
I  concluded,  that  their  tafte  for  mu- 
fick  was  not  extremely  delicate.  The 
pirate  whifpered  to  me,  that  I  fhould 
not  be  an   unhappy  flave;  and   that 
one  of  my  talents  might  depend  upon 
an  employment  that  would  make  my 
captivity  very  fupportable. 

*  I  felt  fome  joys  at  thefe  words  j 
but,  flattering  as  they  were,  I  had 
abundance  or  uneafmefs  on  the  fcore 
of  this  occupation,  with  the  promiie 
of  which    the    corfair  regaled    me. 
When  we  arrived  at  the  port  of  Al- 
giers *,  we  faw  a  great  number  of 
people  aflembled  to  receive  us  ;  who, 
as  foon  as  we  were  landed,  fliouted 
with  joy  :  beiides,  the  airrefounded 
with  the  confufed  noife  of  trumpets, 
Morefco   flutes,    and    other   inftru- 
ments  ufed  in   that  country,  which 
formed  a  fymphony  more  loud  than 
agreeable.     The  caufe  of  thefe  re- 
joicings was,  a  falfe  report  which 
had  ipread  through  the  cky,  import- 
ing,   that  the    renegade   Mehemet, 
(this  was  our  pirate's  name)  hadpe- 
riihed,  in  attacking  a  large  Genoefe 
veiTel  :  fo  that  all  his  friends,  inform- 
ed of  his  return,  were  eager  in  their 
expreffions  of  joy. 

*  We  had  no  fooner  fet  foot  on  more, 
than  I  and  my  companions  were  con- 
dueled   to   the  palace  of  Dey   Soly- 
inan,  where  a  Chriftian  fecretary,  ex- 

•amining  us  one  by  one,  afked  our 
names,  ages,  country,  religion,  and 
qualifications.  Then  Mehemet, (hew- 
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ing  me  to  the  dey,  extolled  my  voic£, 
and  allured  him,  that  I  played  ra- 
viihingly  on  the  guittar.  This  was 
enough  to  determine  Solyman  to 
chufe  me  for  his  own  fervice :  ac- 
cordingly, I  was  detained  in  his  fe- 
raglio,  while  the  other  captives  were 
led  into  a  publick  place,  and  fold, 
according  to  cuftom.  What  Mehe- 
met had  foretold  to  me  in  the  veifel, 
came  to  pafs.  My  condition  was 
very  happy  ;  far  from  being  aban- 
doned to  gaolers,  or  employed  in  la- 
borious work,  I  was,  by  order  of 
Solyman,  difpofed  of  in  a  particular 
place,  with  five  or  fix  Haves  of  qua- 
lity, who  expe&ed  every  moment  to 
be  redeemed,  and  whofe  tafks  were 
far  from  being  painful-.  My  bufi- 
nefs  was  to  water  the  orange-trees 
and  flowers  in  the  garden,  and  I 
could  not  have  been  favoured  with  a 
more  agreeable  occupation. 
*  Solyman  was  a  man  about  forty 
years  of  age  j  well  fliaped  j  very  po- 
lite j  and,  for  a  Turk,  mighty  gal- 
lant. His  chief  favourite  was  a 
Cachemirian  woman  -f,  whor  by  her 
underftanding  and  beauty,  had  ac- 
quired an  abfolure  dominion  over 
him.  He  loved  her  even  to  adora- 
tion, and«!treated  her  every  day  with 
fome  entertainment  or  other ;  fome- 
times  with  a  concert  of  vocal  and  in- 
ftrumental  mufick,  and  fometimes 
with  a  comedy  in  the  Turkifh  tafte  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  a  dramatics  poem,  in 
which  modefty  and  decorum  were  as 
little  regarded  as  the  rules  of  Arifto- 
tle.  The  favourite,  whofe  name  was 
Farrukhnaz,  was  paflionately  fond  of 
thefe  diverfions,  and  even  made  her 
women  fometimes  reprefent  Arabian, 
pieces  before  the  dey  j  wherein  me 
herfelf  played  a  part,  and  charmed 
a-li  the  fpeclators  by  the  grace  and 
vivacity  of  her  action.  I  being  one 
day  among  the  muiicians,  at  a  re» 
prefentation  of  this  kind,  Solyman 
ordered  me  to  play  upon  the  guittar, 
and  fmg  alone  between  the  acls.  I 
had  the  good  fortune  to  pl&fe,  was 
very  much  applauded,  and  the  fa- 
vourite feemed  to  look  upon  me  with 
a  favourable  eye. 
<  The  very  next  day,  while  I  was 


*  Algiers,  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  the  fame  name,  is  a  city  on  the  coaft  of 
Burbary,  pofleffed  by  the  Moors. 

f  Ciichemirc,  is  a  country  under  the  dominion  of  the  Great  Mogul,  and  remarkable 
for  the  beauty  aftd  wit  of  it's  women» 
'  Z  a  «  bufied  f 
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*  bufied  in   watering  the  orange-trees 
in  the  garden,  an  eunuch  palfing  by 
me,  without  (lopping  or  /peaking  one 

*  word,  dropp.-  1  a  billet   at  my   feet  : 

*  I  took  it  up  in  a  confufion  made  up 

*  of  fear  and  joy.     I  lay   down  upon 
f  the  ground,  that  I  might  not  be  feen 

*  from  the  windows  of  the   feraglio  : 

*  and,  concealing  myfelf  behind    the 

*  boxes  in  which  the  orange-trees  were 

*  planted,  opened  the  letter,   in  which 

*  I  found  a  pretty  valuable  diamond, 
'  and  thefe  words  in  good  Cariilian. 


"  vcn  for  thy  captivity.  Love 
tf  and  fortune  will  make  thee  happy  ; 
'*'  loMe,  il  thou  art  fenftble  to  the 
"  charms  of"  a  beautiful  woman  ;  and 
tl  fortune,  if  thou  halt  courage  to  de- 
*'  ipjfe  the  greateft  danger." 


'  I  did  not  in  the  lead  doubt:  that 

*  the  letter  came  from   the    favourite 

*  Sultana  ;  the  ftyle  and  diamond  per- 

*  fuaded  me  that  {he  mull  have  been 

*  the  author.     Beiides  that  I  am  not 

*  naturally  very  timorous,  the  vanity 

<  of  being  in   the  good  graces   of  a 

*  grand  fignior's  miftrefs  ;  and,  more 

*  than  that,  the  hope  of  getting  from 

*  her  four  times  as  much  money  as 

*  would   be  neceflary  for  my  ranlbm, 
«  made  me  form  the  defign  of  atchiev- 

<  ing  that  adventure,  whatever  dan- 

*  gers  might   attend   it.     I  continued 

*  my  work,  mufmgupon  the  means  of 

<  entering  the  apartment  of  Farrukh- 

*  naz,     or   rather  expecting  "that   Hie 

*  would  pave  the  way  j   for  I  conclud- 
4  ed  that  '(he  would  not  flop  here,'  but 
«  at  leaft  beat  more  than  half  the  trou- 

*  ble.     I  was  not  miftaken  :   the  fame 

*  eunuch  that  paffed  me  before,  repaired 
«  an  hour  after,  and  laid,  "Chriftian, 
«'  haft  thou  conlldered  j  and  wik  thou 
«  have   the  boldncfs  to  follow  me  ?" 

*  I    anfwered,    "  Yes.1"     He   replied, 
44  Viry  well:   Heaven   prcierve  thee! 
"  Thou  malt  fee  me  again  to-morrow 
*'  morning."     So  faying,  he  retired. 
'  Nt::t  day  he  appeared  accordingly, 

*  about    eight  in  'the   morning,    and 

*  beckoned  me  to  him.   "I  obeyed  the 
'   Hg'ial,  and  he   conduced  roe  into  a 
'   hall,  w^iere   there-  was  a  large  piece 
'  of  linen,  which  another  eunuch  and 
«  he  had   bibughr  thither,  and  which 
'  they  were   to  carry  to  the  Sultana, 
«  for  the  decoration  of  an  Arabian 


'  piece,  that  me  was  preparing  for  the 
'  entertainment  of  the  dey. 

*  The  two  eunuchs,  having  fpread 
1  out  the  cloth,  laid  me  along  within 

*  it;  and,  at  the  hazard  of  my  bein^ 
'  fuffocated,    rolled   it  up  again  with 
'  me  in  the  middle  ;  then,  each  taking 
'  one  end  of  it,  carried  me  thus,  un- 

*  queftioned,  into  the  bed-chamber  of 
'  the  fair  Cachemirian,  who  had  no- 

*  body  with  her  but  an  old  flave  de- 
'  voted   to   her  pleafure.      When    the 

*  two  unrolled  the  cloth,  Farrukhnaz, 
'  at  fight  of  me,  broke  out  into  tran- 

*  (ports  of  joy,  thit  well  difcovered  the 
'  genius    of  women  in   that   country. 

*  Bold  as  I  naturally  was,  I  could  not 
'  fee  myfelf  tranfported,  all  of  a  fud- 
'  den,  into  the  fecret  apartment  of  the 

*  women,    without  being  feized  with 
'  fear.     The  lady  eafily  perceived  it } 
f  and,  in  order  to  diflipate  my  appre- 
'  henfion,- laid,    'f  Young  man,    f  u- 
"  nothing  :  Solyman    is   gone   to  his 
"  counny-houfe,   where  "he  will   re- 
"  main  all  day  ;  fo  that  we  may  con- 
"  verfe  together  freely." 

'  Encouraged  by  thefe  words,  I  af- 
'  fumed  a  look  that  redoubled  the  fa- 
'  vourite's-  joy.  *'  I  am  pleafed  wit!i 
li  your  perfon,"  faid  flie  j  "and  in- 
'*  tend  to  ioften  the  rigour  of  your 
"  flavery  :  I  believe  you  worthy  of 
"  the  fentiments  I  have  conceived  for 
"  you  5  for  though  you  are  in  the  drefs 
*'  of  a  flave,  you  have  a  noble  and 
"  gallant  air,  that  fhews  you  are  not 
"  of  the  vulgar.  Speak  freely,  and 
"  tell  me  who  you  are.  I  know  that 
"  captives  of  .1  noble  birth  difguife 
"  their  rank,  tl*  \tthey  may  be  redeem- 
"  ed  at  an  eaiier  rate  5  but  you  have 
"  no  occafion  to  behave  in  that  man- 
<{  ner  with  me  :  I  mould  even  be  af- 
"  fronted  at  fuch  a  precaution,  fince 
"  I  promife  to  let  you  at  liberty.  Be 
"  fincere,  therefore,  and  confefs  that 
"  you  are  a  young  man  of  a  good  fa- 
««  mily/' — "  TI  niy,  Madam,"  I  re- 
'  plied,  "  it  would  be  ingratitude  in 
"  rne  to  repay  your  generofity  \vjtli 
"  dilTimulation  ;  and  lince  you  abfo- 
"  lutely  charge  me  to  reveal  my  qua- 
"  lity,  you  muft  be  fatisfied.  I  am 
"  the  ion  of  a  Spanifh  grandee."  Per- 
'  haps  I  fpoke  truth ;  at  leaft,  the 
4  fultana  believed  it ;  and,  pleafed  that 

*  (he  had  thrown  her  eyes  upon  a  gen- 
'  tleman   of  importance,    aflured    me 
1  that  it  ftiyuld  not  be  her  fault  if  we 
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*  did  not  fee  one  another  often  in  pri- 

*  vate.     We  had  a  pretty  long  con- 

*  verfation,  and   I    never  faw  a  more 

*  engaging  woman  :  /he  underltood  fe- 
'  veral   languages,  efpecially  the  Caf- 
'  tilian,  which  (he  fpoke  pretty  well. 

*  When  fhe  judged  it  time  for  us  to 
'  part,  I  went,  by  her  order,  into  an 

*  ofier  balket,  covered  with  a  flowered 

*  filk,  the    work   of 'her   own    hand. 
'   Then  the  two  Aaves,  who   brought 

*  me  in,  were  called,  and  carried   me 
'  out  as  a  prefent  from  the  favourite  to 

*  the  dey:  a  thing  facred  from]  all  the 

*  men  who  are  intruded  with  the  guard 
'  of  the  women. 

'  Farrukhnaz  and  I  found  other 
'  means  of  feeing  one  another;  and 
'  that  amiable  captive  infpired  n>ewith 
'  almoft  as  much  love  for  her  as  fhe 
'  entertained  for  me.  Our  intelligence 
'  remained  fecret  during  two  months  j 
'  although  it  is  very  difficult  in  a  fe- 

*  raglio  to  conceal  the  myfteries  of  love 

*  fo  long  from  the  Argus's  that  watch 

*  it.     But  an   unlucky   accident  dif- 

*  concerted  our  fmall  affairs,  and  my 

*  fortune  was  entirely  changed.     One 

*  day,  when  I  had  been  introduced  to 

*  the  fultana,  in  the  body  of  an  artifi- 
f  cial   dragon,    that  was   made  for  a 
'  mow,  and  was  converfing  with  her, 
'  Solyman,  who  I  imagined  was  bu- 
'  fy    in   the   country,  interrupted   us, 
'  and  entered  fo  ha  It  fly  into  the  apart- 
'  rnent  of  his  favourite,  that  the  old 

*  flave  fcarce  had  time  to  advertife  us 
'  of  his  arrival  j  confequently,  I  had 

*  no   leifure    to   conceal    myfelf,    and 

*  therefore  was  the  firft  object  that  pre- 
'  fented  itfelf  to  the  view  of  the  dey. 

*  He  feemed  aftoniflied  at  the  fight  of 

*  me,  arid  his  eyes  kindled  with  fury. 

*  I   looked    upon  myfelf  as  one  that 
'  touched  his   lad  moments,  and  al- 

*  ready  imagined  myfelf  under  the  tor- 
'  ture.  As  for  Farrukhnaz,  I  perceiv- 

*  ed  that  me  was  terrified  indeed  j    but 
'  inltead  of  owning  her  crime,  and  alk- 
'  ing  pardon,    fhe  faid    to    Solyman, 

Signior,  before  you  pronounce  my 
"  fentence,  deign  to  hear  my  defence  ; 
'*  appearances,  doubtlefs,  condemn 
(t  me,  and  I  feem  to  have  committed 
"  a  piece  of  treafon  worthy  of  the 
ft  moft  horrible  chaftifement.  I  have 
"  brought  this  young  captive  hither  j 
f1  and,  in  ojdei'  to  introduce  him  into 
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"  my  apartment,  have  ufed  the  fame 

"  artifice  which  I  would  have  employ- 

"  eel  if    I   had  entertained    a  violent 

"  paffion   for    him.      Neve,  thelefs,    I 

'.*  take  our   holy  prophet  to   witnefs, 

"  that,  notwithstanding  this  conduct, 

"  I  am  not  unfaithful.     I  had  a  mind 

'  to  converfe  with  this  Chriftian  flave, 

{  in  order  to  detach  him  from  his  feel, 

*  and  engage  him  to  follow  that  of 

'  the  believers.     I  have  found  in  him, 

'  fuch  a  refiHance  as  I  expected;  hut, 

"  however,  I  have  conquered  his  pre- 

"  judice,  and  he  has  promiled  to  em- 

"  brace-Mahometanifm." 

*  I  own,  I  ought  to  have  contradicted 
'  the  favourite,  without  any  regard  to 

*  the  dangerous  conjuncture  in  which 

*  I  was  :  -but  being  in  the  utmoii  de- 

*  jeclion   of  fpirit,   affefted    with   the 

*  danger    in   which   I   law    a   womaft 

*  whom    I    loved,  and   trembling   for 

*  myfelf,    I  remained  fpeechiefs    and 

*  confuied  :     I    could     not    utter  one 
f  word  ;  and  the  dey,  perfuaded  by  my 

*  filence  that  his  miftrefs  faid  nothing 

*  but  the  truth,  was  appealed.     "  Ma- 
lt  dam,"  faid  he,  "  I  am  willing  to  be- 
Ct  lieve  that  you  have  not  injured  me, 
*'  and  that  a  defire  of  doing  a  thing 
"  agreeable  to  the  prophet,  has  engag- 
•"  ed  you  to  hazard  fuch  a  delicate  ac- 
"  tion.     I    forgive  your  imprudence, 
"  therefore,  provided  that  this  captive 
"  takes  the  turban  immediately/'  He 
i  lent  for  a  Marabou  *  that  inltant,  I 
1  was  cloathed  with   a  Turkim  drefs, 
'  and  did  all  was  that  required,  without 
'  having  power  to  relift:   or  rather,  I 
'  was  ignorant  of  what  I  did,  fo  much 
'  were   my   fenfes    difordered.      How 
'  many  Chriftians  are  there, who  would 
'  have  been  as  bale  as  I  was,  on  fi*ch 
'  an  occafion  ! 

f  After  the  ceremony,  I  quitted  the 
'  feraglio,  under  the  name  of  Sidy 
'  Hali,  to  exercife  a  fmall  employment 
4  beftowed  upon  me  by  Solyman.  I 
'  never  law  the  Sultana  again  ;  but 
'  one  of  her  eunuchs  coming  to  me  one 
'  day,  brought  from  her  a  prefent  of 
'  jewels  worth  two  thoul'and  fultaninfi 
'  of  gold,  with  a  billet,  in  which  the 
'  lady  aflured  me,  that  fhe  would  ne- 

*  ver  forget  myigenerous  complaifance, 

*  in  fuft'ering  myfelf  to  be  made  a  Ma- 

*  hometan,    in  order  to  lave  her  life. 
'  Truly,  befides  the  prefents  Ireceiv- 


*  Marabous,  are  Mahometan  priefts. 
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*  ed  from    Farrukhnaz,    I   obtained* 

*  through  her  canal,    an  employment 

*  more  coniiderabie  than  the  fir  ft,  and 

*  in  lefs  than  fevcn  years,  became  one 

*  of  the  richeil  renegadoes  in  the  city 

*  or' Algiers. 

*  You  may  well  believe,  that  if  I  af- 

*  filled  at  the  prayers  which  the  muf- 

*  fulmen  put  up  in  their  moJques,  and 
'  fulfilled  the  other  duties  of  their  re- 

*  iigion,   it  was  only  out  of  pure  gri* 
'  mace.     I  preferred  a  determined  re- 
'  folution  to  re-enter  into   the    bofom 

*  of  the  church  j  and  for  that  purpofe, 
'  to  withdraw  one  day  into  Spam  or 

*  Italy,  with  the  riches  which  1  fhcntld 
'  amais.     In  the  mean  time,    I  Jived 

*  very  agreeably,  was  lodged  in  a  fine 

:c,    had   luperb  gardens,  a  great 

*  number  of  flaves,  and  veryhandfome 

*  women  in  my  feraglio.     Though  the 

*  u!e  of  wine  is  forbid  in  that  country 

*  to  Mahometans)  they  don't  fail,  for 
'  the  moft  part,  to  drink  it  in  private, 

*  As  for  my  own  pait,Idrank  it  without 

*  ceremony,  as  aimoft  all  renegadoes 
4  do.     I  remember  I  had  two  com  pa- 

*  nions  with  whom  I  often  committed 

*  a  debauch  within  the  night.     One 

*  was  a  Jew,    the   other  an  Arabian, 

*  and  both,  ns  I  imagined,  honert  men  5 

*  fo  that  I  lived  with  them  in  thegreat- 

*  eft  familiarity.     One  evening,   I  in* 
*•  vited  them  to  fupper,  and  a  dog,  of 
«  which  I  was  palHonately  fond,"hav- 

*  ing  died  that  day,  we  bathed  his  bo- 

*  dy,    and  buried  it  with  all   the  cere* 

*  mony  that  is  obferved  at  the  funeral 
'  or  the  Mahometans.     In  ib  doing, 

*  we   had  ro  intention  to  ridicule  the 

*  mu  flu  1m  an  religion  ;  but  only  to  a- 
'  mule  ourfelves^and  gratify  a  foolifh 

*  whim  that  feized  us  in  the  middle  of 
'  our  debauch,  to  render  the  lad  duties 

*  to  my  dog. 

f  This  aftion,   however,  had    well 
'  nigh  ruined  me.     Next  day,   a  man 

*  came  to  my  houfe,  and  faid,  "  Signior 
"  bicly  Hali,  I  am  come  hither  OH  an 
*<  important  affair.     The  cadi  *  wants 
*'  to  fpeak  with  you  j  take  thetrouble, 
"   it  you  pleaie,  to  go  to  his  houie  im- 
"   mediately:     an  Arabian   merchant, 
"   who  Hipped  with  you  Jaft  night,  has 
*'*   infwined  him  '  tin  impk-ty 
*<  committed  by  you,  with  regard  to  a 
tl  dog   which    you    buried.      For  this 
'*  reaibn  I  iummon  you  to  appear  this 


1  day  before  that  judge,  otherwise  I 
1  give  you  notice  that  you  will  bepro- 
'  ceeded  againlt   in   a  criminal  man- 
'  ner."      So  laying,   he  went  away,, 
leaving  me  thunder- ftruck  with   this 
citation.    The  Arabian  had  no  caufr 
to  complain  of  me,  and  I  could  no* 
comprehend  the  traitor's   reafon  for 
playing  me  this  trick.    Neverthelefs> 
the  thing  was  not  to  be  negleclcd.    I 
knew  the  cadi  was  a  man  fevere  in 
appearance,   but  not  at  all   icrupu- 
lous  at  bottom  ;   Ib  I  put  two   hun- 
dred iultanins  of  gold  in  my  purfe^ 
and  repaired  to  his  houfe.      He  car. 
ried  me  into  his  clofet,  and  faid,  witli 
a  ftern  look,  fi  You  are  an  impious, 
facrilegious,  and  abominable  man  4 
you  have  interred  a  dog  like  a  muf- 
fulman  :   what  horrid  profanation  ! 
'  Is  it  thus,  then,  you  regard  our  molt; 
"  facj-ed  ceremonies  ?  and  did  you  be. 
"  come  a  Mahometan  only  to  make  % 
"  jtft  of  our  worfhip?" — ""  Mr.  Ca« 
u  di,"    I  replied,   "  the  Arabian  who 
"  has  made  luch  a  malicious  report  of 
fl  me,  that  falfe  friend,  is  an  accon\. 
e'-  plice  of  my  crime — if  it  be  a  crime 
"  to  grant  the  honours  of  burial  to  % 
f£  faithful  domeftick  }  an  animal  that 
(t  poflcfled  a  thoufand  good  qualities 
"  He  loved  people  of  merit  and  dif- 
tf  tin6lion  fo  much,   that  even  jn  his 
"  laft  moments,  as  a  teitimony  of  hi$ 
*'  regard,   he  has   left  them  his  whole 
"   fortune,  by  a  will  of  which  I  am  the 
"  fole  executor.    He  bequeaths  twen. 
*'  ty  crowns  to  one,  thirty  to  another, 
"  and,  Sir,   he  has  not  forgot  you  j" 

*  added  I,  taking  out  my  purie  :  "  litre 
ft  are  two  hundred  iultanins  of  gold 
•*'  which  he  charged  me  to  give  you." 

*  The  cadi,  lofmg  his  gravity  at   this 

*  difcourfe,  could  not  help  laughing  ) 
'  and,  as  we  were  alone,  took  the  purie 
'  without  ceremony,  faying,  while  he 

*  difmifTed   me,    "  Go,     Signior  Sidy 
c<  Hali  j  you  have  done  well,   to  inter 
"  with  pomp  and  honour  a  dog  who 
<c   had  fo  much  confideration  for  per- 
*'   fons  of  worth  !" 

4  By  thele  means  I  extricated  myfclf 
out  of  this  affair  ;  which,  if  it  did  not 
make  me  more  will-,  rendered  me  at 
leaft  more  circumtpi-cl  for  the  future. 
I  no  longer  drank  with  the  Arabian, 
nor  even  with  the  Jew  j  but  chofe 
for  a  companion  at  my  cups,  a  young 


*  The  cadi,  is  the  civil  magiftrate  in  every  town  in  Turkey. 


gentleman 
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*  gentleman  of  Leghorn  called  Aza- 
c  rini,  who  was  my  own  (lave.     I  was 

*  not  like  the  reft  of  the  renegadoes, 

*  who    are   more   cruel   to    Chriftian 

*  flaves   than   the  Turks   themfelvesj 

*  all  my  captives  waited  very  patiently 
4  for  their  redemption j  and  indeed  I 

*  treated  them  fo  gently,   that  fome- 
4  times  they  told  me,  they  were  more 

*  afraid  of  changing  their  matter  than 
'  defirousof  liberty,  whatever  charms 
4  it  has  for  people  in  a  date  of  bond- 

*  age. 

«  One  day  the  dey's  veffels  return - 
4  edwith  confiderable  prizes,  bringing 
4  in  more  than  a  hundred  flaves  of 
4  both  fexes,  whom  they  had  taken  on 

*  the  coafts  of  Spain.     Solyman  kept 
4  but  a  very  fmall  number,  and  the  reft 
4  were  expofed  to  fale:    I  arrived  in 

*  the  market-place,  and  bought  a  Spa- 
f  nifh  girl  about  ten  or  twelve  years 

*  old,  who  wept  bitterly,   and  ieemed 
*'  in  defpair.     I  was  furprized  to  lee 
4  one  of  her  age  fo  fenfible  of  captivi- 

*  ty;  and  bid  her,  in  Caftilian,  mode- 

*  rate  her  affliction,  affuring  her  that 

*  fhe  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a 
4  matter  who  did  not  want  humanity, 
4  though   he   wore   a   turban.      The 
4  young  creature,  whofe  mind  was  ftill 
'  ingroffed  by  her  Ibrrow,  did  not  hear 
4  what  I  faid :    me  did   nothing   but 
4  fob,  complain  of  her  fate,  and  from 

*  time  to  time  cry  with  a  piteous  ac- 

*  cent,  "  O  my  mother!   why  are  wi 
'*  feparated  ?  I   mould  have  patience 
"  were  we  together  I"  In  pronouncing 
4  thefe  words,  fhe  turned  her  eyes  to- 
4  wards  a  woman  between  forty  and 
'  fifty  years  of  age,  who  ftood  a  few 
4  paces  from  her,  and  with  a  downcaft 
4  look  waited   in    fullen    iilence  until 
4  fomebody   mould   purchafe    her.     I 

*  aiked  the  young  girl,  if  the  perfon 

*  me  looked  at  was  her  mother.  "  Yes, 
"  alas!   Signior/'    ihe  replied  j  "  in 
«  the  name  of  God  do  not  part  us!" — 
"  Well,  my  child,11  faid  I,   «  if  it  is 
*'  neceflary  for  your  coniblation  that 
"  you  Ihould  be  together,  you  mail 
"  foon  be   fatisfied."     At    the  fame 
4  time,  I  approached  the  mother,  in 
4  order  to  bid  for  her :  but  I  no  iboner 
4  beheld  her  face,   than  I  recolkaed, 
4  with  all  the  emotion  you  can  ima- 
4  gine,    the   features,   the   individual 
4  countenance  of    Lucinda.      "  Juft 
"  Heaven  !"  faid  I  to  myfelf;  "  it  is 
*'  my  own  mother  J    'tis,   doubtlefs, 


"  flie  herfclf!"  As  for  her,  whether 
'  the  deep  affliction  occafioned  by  her 
'  misfortunes  made  all  th a  objects  that 
'  furrounded  her  appear  to  her  as  cne- 
'  mies ;  or  that  my  drefs  difguifed 
'  me;  or  rather,  that  I  was  mucl^al- 

*  terec!  in  twelve  years,  during  whiclt 

*  me  had  not  feen   me,   i  know  not, 
•*  but  fhe  did  not  at  all  remember  me.. 

'  Having  bought  her  alfo,  I  carrkd 
'  them  both  to  my  houfe ;  where,  de- 
'  figriing  to  give  them  the  pleafure  of 

*  knowing  who  I  was,  "  Madam," 

*  faid  I  to  Lucinda,   "  is  it  poffible 
'*  that  my  features  do  not  ftrike  you? 
*'  Have  my  whiflcers  and  turban  dif- 
"  guiied  me  fo  much,  that  you  do  not 
"  know  your  fon  Raphael  ?"'  My  rao- 
'  ther,  ftarting  at  thefe  words,  con- 

*  fidered  my  countenance,  reeollecled 
4  me,   and  we  embraced  one  another 

*  with  great  tendernefs.     I  then  em- 

*  braced  her  daughter,    who  perhaps 
'  knew  no  more  of  having  a  brother, 

*  than  I  of  having  a  filler.     "  Con- 
"  fefs,"  faid  I  to  my  mother,  "  that 
<l  in  all  your  theatrical    pieces,  yoa 
"  have  not  are  cognition  fo  original  as 
"  this." — tt  Son,1'  anfwered  fhe  ilgh- 
'  ing ;  "  I  was  at  firft  rejoiced  to  fee 
"  you  again,   but  now  ray  joy  is  con- 
"  verted   into  grief"!    In  what  a  fitua- 
"  tion,    alas!    do   I    find    you!   Mjr 
11  flavery  gives  me  a  thoufand  times 
"  lefs  pain  than  that  odious   drefs  I1"" 
— "  In  good  faith !  Madam,"  faid  I, 

*  interrupting  her  with  a  laugh,  **  I 
"  admire  your  delicacy,  which,  to  be 
"  lure,    is  very  commendable  in   an 
"  aftreis  !  Why,  good  God  !  mother,. 
"  you  muft  be  greatly  altered,  if  my 
**  metamorphalis  offends  you  Ib  much  * 
'*  inftead  of  finding  fault  with  my  tur- 
"  ban,    look  upon    me  rather  as  aa 
"  aelor  who  plays  the  part  of  a  Turk. 
"  upon  the  ftage:    thougli  I  am  a  re- 
"  r.vgado,  I  am  no  more;  a  muflulman. 
"  now  than  when  I  was  in  Spain';  and 
"  at  bottom  I  feel  myfelf  ttill  attach - 
"  ed  to  my  religion :   when  you  fhail 
"  know  the  adventures  that  have  hap- 
"  pened  to    me  in  this  country,   you 
-<c  will  excufe  my  conducl.     Love  was 
<£  my  crime;  and   I  facrifice  to  that 
<{  deity.     lam  foraewhat  of  your  diC- 
**  pofnion,    I   aflure    you!    There   is 
"  ftill     another    reafon,"     added     I, 
"  which  ought  to  moderate  your  dif- 
**  pleafure  in  feeing  me  thus  fituated. 
4<  You  expeded  to  fuflfer  in  A'giers  * 


i78 


ADVENTURES    OF    GIL    BLAS. 


rigorous  captivity;  and  you  find  in 
your  mafter,  a  ion,  tender,  rcfpecl- 
ful,  and  ricli  enough  to  maintain 
you  here  in  abundance,  until  we 
can  lay  hold  of  an  occafion  of  re- 
turning  certainly  into  Spain.  So 
that  you  mull  allow  that  proverb  to 
be  true,  which  lays,  "  It  is  an  ill 
wind  that  blows  nobody  good." 

"  Son,"  laid  Lucinda  to  me,  "  fmce 
you  defign  to  repafs  one  day  into 
your  own  country,  and  there  ab- 
jure  the  religion  of  Mahomet,  I  am 
comforted.  Thank  Heaven  1"  con- 

tinned  (he,  "  that  I  ihall  be  able  to 
carry  back  your  fitter  Beatrice,  fafe 
and  fount!  into  Caflile." — "  Yes, 
Madam,"1  cried  I,  <{  you  fliall  have 
it  in  your  power:  we  will  go  all 
three  together  as  foon  as  poflible, 
and  rejoin  the  reft  of  our  family  j 
for  I  fuppofe  you  have  more  marks 
of  your  fruitfulnefs  in  Spain."— 
No,"  laid  my  mother}  4<  I  have 
no  other  children  than  you  two, 
and  you  mull  know  that  Beatrice  is 
the  fruit  of  lawful  wedlock." — 
Why,"  I  relumed,  "  did  you  give 
my  little  filter  that  advantage  over 
me  ?  How  could  you  refolve  to 
marry?  I  have  heard  you  fay  an 
hundred  times,  during  my  child- 
hood,  that  you  could  not  forgive 
a  handfome  woman  for  taking 
a  hufband." — "  Every  feafon  has 
it's  rfafon,  my  fon,"  me  replied; 
men  of  the  molt  firm  relblution  are 
apt  to  change  }  and  would  you  have 
a  woman  bemoreconttant!—- 1  will," 

added  (lie,  "  recount  my  hiilcry 
after  you  left  Madrid."  Then 

(he    made  the  following  narration  } 

which,  as  it  is  curious,  I  will  favour 

you  with. 

"  If  you   remember  it,"   faid   my 

mother,  "  you  quitted  young  Le- 
t  ancz  about  thirty  years  :igo :  at 
that  time  the  Duke  of  Medina 
Celi  told  me,  that  he  would  come 
and  fupwith  me  in  private  one 
ing  :  he  appointed  the  day  j  when  I 
waited  for  that  nobleman,  who  came 
accordingly,  and  I  had  the  good, 
fortune  to  pleai'e  him.  He  demand- 
ed  the  facrifice  of  all  the  rivals  he 
ht  have  :  I  granted  his  requeft, 
in  hopes  of  being  well  paid  lor  my 
condc/'ctnfion  j  and  my  hopes  were 
not  difappuinted,;  for,  the  very  next 
day,  I  received  from  him  toniidc- 


rable  prcfcnts,  which  were  followed 
by  many  more,  during  the  coui 
our  correspondence.  I  was  a: 
that  I  (liould  not  be  able  Jo  detain  a 
man  of  fuch  high  rank  a  long  time 
in  jny  fetters}  and  this  I  dreaded 
the  more,  becaufe  I  knew  very  well 
that  he  had  efcaped  from  celebrated 
beauties,  whofe  chains  he  had  broke 
ahnott  as  foon  as  he  had  bore  them. 
Neverthelefs,  far  from  being  every 
day  lei's  and  lefs  plealed  with  my 
favours,  his  raptures  feemed  rather 
to  increafe  :  in  fhoi  t,  I  had  the  art 
to  amufe  him,  and  hinder  his  heart, 
naturally  inconltant,  from  giving 
way  to  it's  ufual  levity. 
"  He  had  been  attached  to  me  al- 
ready three  months,  and  I  had  room 
to  flatter  myfelf  that  his  paflion 
would  be  of  long  duration  }  when 
one  of  my  me-friends  and  I  went 
to  an  aflembiy,  where  he  happened 
to  be  with  his  dutchefs,  in  order  to 
hear  a  concert  of  vocal  and  inftru- 
mental  mufick.  We  chanced  to 
place  ourlelves  pretty  near  the  dut- 
chefs, who  was  pleafed  to  take  it 
amifs  that  I  fliould  prefume  to  ap- 
pear in  a  place  where  (he  was,  and 
lent  a  meffage  to  me,  by  one  of  her 
women,  deiiring  that  I  would  im- 
mediately withdraw.  I  returned  an. 
iniblent  anfwer}  which  incenfed  the 
dutchefs  fo  much,  that  me  com- 
plainedof  it  to  her  hulband,  who  came 
tome  in  perfon,  and  laid,  "  Retire, 
Lucinda }  though  noblemen  of  my 
rank  attach  themfelves  to  Inch  little 
creatures  as  yoi*,  they  muft  not  for- 
get themfelves  altogether:  if  we 
love  you  more  than  our  wives,  we 
honour  our  wives  more  than  you  } 
and  as  often  as  you  have  the  info- 
lence  to  put  yourlelves  in  competi- 
tion with  them,  you  will  always- 
have  the  mortification  to  be  treated 
with  indignity." 

41  Luckily  for  me,  the  duke  fpoke 
this  in  a  tone  of  voice  fo  low,  that 
not  one  word  was  overheard  by 
the  people  around  us.  I  withdrew, 
covered  with  (hame,  and  wept  with 
vexation  for  the  affront  I  had  re- 
ceived. To  crown  my  confulion, 
the  actors  and  a&rcrTes  got  notice 
of  the  adventure  that  very  evening: 
one  would  think  thefe  people  <  ; 
tain  a  demon,  who  delights  in  re- 
porting to  one  whatever  happens  to 
'  another  * 
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another.  If  an  a&or,  for  example, 
is  guilty  of  ibme  extravagant  action 
in  a  debauch,  or  an  aftreis  enters 
into  articles  with  a  rich  gallant,  the 
company  is  immediately  informed 
of  the  circumftance.  All  my  com- 
rades,  therefore,  knew  what  hap- 
pened  at  the  concert  j  and  God 
knows  how  they  rejoiced  at  my 
expencel  A  fpirit  of  charity,  which 
reigns  among  them,  ufually  mani- 
felts  itfelf  on  thefa  occafions.  I 
put  myfelf,  however,  above  their 
tittle-tattle,  and  confoled  myfelf  for 
the  lofs  of  the  Duke  de  Medina 
Celij  for  he  vifited  me  no  more, 
and  I  learned  a  few  days  after,  that 
a  Carthufian  nun  had  made  a  con- 
queit  of  him. 

**  When  a  lady  belonging  to  the 
theatre  has  the  good  fortune  to  be 
in  vogue,  (he  cannot  want  lovers  j 
and  the  paffionof  a  grandee,  though 
it  does  not  laft  above  three  days, 
greatly  enhances  her  price.  I  found 
myfelf  belieged  with  adorers,  as 
foon  as  it  was  known  in  Madrid 
that  the  duke  had  forfaken  me. 
Thofe  rivals  whom  I  had  facrificed 
to  him,  more  captivated  by  my 
charms  than  ever,  returned  in 
crowds,  as  candidates  for  my  fa- 
vour ;  I  received  homage  from  a 
thoufand  other  hearts,  and  was  never 
fo  much  in  faihion  before.  Of  all 
the  men  who  courted  my  graces,  a 
fat  German,  gentleman  to  the  Duke 
d'Ofluna,  feemed  the  molt  eager. 
He  had  not  a  very  amiable  perlbn, 
but  attracted  my  attention  by  a 
thoufand  piftoles,  which  he  had 
amafled  in  the  lervice  of  his  mafter, 
and  which  he  fquandered  away,  in 
order  to  be  deemed  worthy  of  being 
in  the  liit  of  my  happy  gallants. 
As  long  as  this  worthy  admirer, 
whofe  name  was  Brutaodorf,  had 
money  to  fpend,  I  gave  him  a  fa- 
vourable  reception ;  but  when  he 
was  ruined,  he  found  my  door  al- 
ways  fliut  againlt  him.  This  pro- 
ceeding  of  mine  difplealed  him, 
and  he  came  to  fe<#ch  for  me  at  the 
theatre,  during  the  play.  He  found 
me  behind  the  Icenes,  and  began  to 
reproach  me  for  my  ingratitude.  I 
laughed  in  his  face;  at  which  he 
was  enraged,  and  lent  me  a  box  on 
the  ear,  like  a  rude  German  as  he 
waj;  J  flirieked  algud,  intclrttpud 


the  reprefentation,  appeared  upon  the 
ftage,  and  addrefiing  myfelf  to  the 
Duke  d'Otluna,  who  was  prefent 
with  the  dutchefs  his  lady,  de- 
manded  juftice  for  the  German  be- 
haviour  of  his  gentleman.  The 
duke  ordered  us  to  go  on  with  the 
play,  and  faid  he  would  hear  the 
parties  when  we  had  finiJhed  the 
piece.  As  foon  as  it  was  over,  I 
prefented  myfelf,  in  a  good  deal  of 
emotion,  before  the  duke,  and  fig- 
nified  my  grievance  in  a  pathetick 
manner.  As  for  the  German,  he 
employed  but  two  words  in  his  de- 
fence  j  he  faid,  That  far  from  re- 
penting  of  \vhat  he  had  done,  he 
would  do  it  again  on  the  fame  pro- 
vocation.  Both  parties  being  heard, 
the  Duke  d'Ofluna  faid  to  my  ad- 
•verfary,  "  Brutandorf,  I  difmifs 
you  from  my  fervice;  let  me  never 
fee  your  face  again  :  not  that  I  mind 
your  having  ftruck  an  a£trefs,  but 
am  offended  at  your  w?.nt  of  refpeft 
to  your  marter  and  miitrefs,  by  pre- 
fuming  to  diMurb  the  entertainment 
in  their  prefence." 
"  This  fentence  I  could  not  digeft  ; 
I  was  mortally  piqued  becaufe  the 
German  had  not  been  turned  away 
on  account  of  his  infolence  to  me; 
I  imagined  that  i'uch  an  affront  put 
upon  an  aclrefs  ought  to  have  been 
as  feverely  punithcd  as  petty  trea« 
fon,  and  I  had  hid  my  account 
with  feeing  the  gentleman  undergo 
forae  tenible  infliction.  This  dif- 
agreeable  event  undeceived  and  con- 
vinccwi  me,  that  the  world  always 
makes  a  diftinftion  between  the 
players  and  the  characters  they  re- 
prefent.  I  was,  for  this  reafon, 
difgufted  with  the  itage,  which  I 
relblved  to  abandon,  and  go  to  live 
at  a  great  diftance  from  Madrid.  I 
accordingly  chole  the  city  of  Va- 
lencia  for  the  place  of  my  retreat, 
and  thither  I  repaired  incognito, 
with  the  value  of  twenty  thou^nd 
ducats  in  jewels  and  calh ;  a  -for- 
tune,  as  I  thought,  iufficient  to 
maintain  me  during  tSie  re  It  of  my 
days  ;  lince  I  dellgned  to  lead  a  very 
retired  life.  I  took  a  fmall  houfe 
at  Valencia,  and  had  no  other  do- 
meiticks  than  a  maid-fervant  and  a 
page,  to  whom  I  was  aa  little  known 
as  to  the  whole  ci:y.  I  pretended 
to  t>«  widow  of  an  officer  of  the 
A  a 
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king's  houlhold  ;  and  faid  I  crime 
to  fettle  at  Valencia,  becaule  it  had 
the  reputation  of  bein^  one  of  the 
moft  agreeable  places  in  Spain. 
I  law  but  very  little  company,  and 
obferved  fuch  a  regular  conducl, 
"  that  I  was  never  fufpecled  of  having 
"  been  an  aclrefs.  In  fpite  of  my 
•'  care,  however,  to  keep  myfelf  con- 
"  cealed,  I  attracted  the  notice  of  a 
"  gentleman  who  had  a  country-houfe 
"  near  Paterna.  He  was  a  very  well- 
*'  made  cavalier,  betweew  thirty-live 
"  and  forty  years  of  age,  but  withal 
"  a  nobleman  very  much  in  debtj 
"  which  is  no  great  rarity  in  the  king- 
«'  dom  of  Valencia  more  than  in  other 
*'  countries. 

•'  This  Signior  Hidalgo  *,  finding 
my  perlbn  to  his  liking,  wanted 
to  know  if  I  could  anfwer  his  pur- 
pole  in  other  refpefts  :  for  this  end, 
he  uncoupled  his  I'pies  to  make  dif- 
coveries,  and  had  the  plea fu re  to 
learn  from  their  report,  that  befides 
ibme  mare  of  beauty,  I  was  a  wi- 
dow  of  a  good  fortune.  He  looked 
upon  me,  therefore,  as  a  fuitable 
match;  and,  in  a  little  time,  an 
honeft  old  gentlewoman  came  to  my 
houfe,  and  told  me,  from  him,  that 
being  equally  charmed  with  my 
beauty  and  virtue,  he  made  a 
tender  of  his  heart,  and  was  ready 
to  conduct  me  to  the  altar,  as  foon 
as  I  would  favour  him  with  my 
hand.  I  aflced  three  days  to  deli- 
berate  upon  his  propofal,  and  in- 
form  myielf  of  his  character  j  which 
was  fo  engaging,  that,  although  I 
was  not  ignorant  of  his  fituation, 
I  eafily  determined  to  marry  him  in 
a  fhcrt  time  after. 

"  Don  Manuel  de  Xercia,  fo  was 
my  hufband  called,  carried  me  im- 
mediately  to  his  caftle,  that  had  a 
veiy  antique  air,  of  which  he  was 
not  a  little  vain.  He  pretended 
that  one  cf  his  anceftors  had  caufecl 
it  to  be  built ;  and  from  thence 
concluded,  that  tliere  wis  not  a 
more  ancient  houfe  in  Spain  than 
that  of  Xercia.  But  this  title  of 
nobility,  fair  as  it  was,  had  like 
to  have  been  deftroycd  by  time  ;  for 
rhe  caftle, which  they  were  obliged  to 
prop  up  in  fcveral  parts,  threatened 


immediate  ruin.  How  happy,  there- 
fou-,  was  Don  Manuel  in  marrying 
me  !  more  than  half  of  my  money 
was  employed  in  reparations  j  and 
the  reft  ferved  to  put  us  in  a  condi- 
tion of  making  a  figure  in  the  coun- 
try. Behold  me  then  (to  ufethe  ex- 
preflion)  in  a  new  world,  changed 
into  the  nymph  of  a  caftle,  and  lady 
of  a  parifh.  Here  was  a  meta- 
morphofis !  and  I  was  too  good  an 
aclrefs,  not  to  fupport  with  dignity 
the  fplendour  with  which  I  was  in- 
vcited  by  my  rank.  I  aflumed  lofty 
theatrical  airs,  which  made  the  vil- 
lage conceive  an  high  idea  of  my 
birth.  How  merry  would  they 
have  been  at  my  expence,  had  they 
known  the  truth  of  the  matter! 
The  nobility  in  the  neighbourhood 
would  have  beftowed  upon  me  a 
thoufand  taunts,  and  the  peafants 
abated  a  great  deal  of  the  refpecl 
they  mewed. 

"  I  had  lived  happily  near  fix  years 
with  Don  Manuel,  when  he  died, 
leaving  my  affairs  in  great  perplexi- 
ty, with  your  fifter  Beatrice,  then 
going  in  her  fifth  year.  The  caftle, 
which  was  all  the  eftate  we  had, 
was  unluckily  engaged  to  feverat 
creditors,  the  chief  of  whom  was 
one  Bernard  Aftuto  *,  whole  name 
feemed  very  well  adapted  to  his  cha- 
racler:  he  praclifed  at  Valencia  the 
bufmefs  of  an  attorney,  which  he 
exercifed  with  confummate  flcill, 
having  ftudied  the  law  in  order  to 
qualify  himfelf  for  cheating  with 
tiie  greater  dexterity.  What  a  ter- 
rible creditor  he  was  !  a  caftle  un- 
der the  claws  of  fuch  an  attorney, 
is  like  a  pigeon  in  the  talons  of  a 
kite.  Accordingly,  Signior  Aftuto, 
as  foon  as  he  was  apprized  of  the 
death  of  my  hufband,  did  not  fail 
to  befiege  the  caftle,  which  he  would 
undoubtedly  have  blown  up,  by  the 
mines  that  chicanery  began  to  pie- 
pare,  had  not  my  good  genius  in- 
terpolcd,  and  ordered  it  fo  as  that 
my  befieger  became  my  fhve.  I  had 
the  good  fortune  to  captivate  him, 
during  an  interview  we  had  on  the 
fubject  of  the  law-fuit.  I  fpaied 
nothing,  I  own,  to  inl'pire  him 
a  paflion  for  me  j  the  defire  of  fav- 


;r  a  Spaniih  word,  fignifying  a  gentleman, 
•f  sfjti^'j,  in  tht  Spanttjt  UtaguBgej  Jlgnitics  cr«u"c  or  cunning. 
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ing  my  land  made  me  praclife  upon 
him  all  thole  languishing  airs  which 
had  often  fucceeded  ib  well.  Not- 
withstanding  all  my  art,  I  was  a- 
fraid  of  being  baffled  by  the  attor- 
ney,  who  was  fo  ingulphed  in  bu- 
finefs,  that  he  did  not  feem  fufcep- 
tible  of  an  amorous  impreSfion.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  this  fullen,  aukward 
fcrawler,  took  more  pleafure  in look- 
ing  at  me  than  I  imagined.  "  Ma- 
dam,"  laid  he,  "  I  know  not  how 
to  make  love :  I  have  always  ap- 
plied  to  my  profeflion  fo  clofely, 
as  to  negleft  the  methods  and  cuf- 
toms  of  gallantry  j  but,  however, 
I  am  not  ignorant  of  the  eiTential 
part ;  and,  therefore,  to  come  to  the 
point,  laSTure  you,  that  if  you  will 
give  me  your  hand,  we  will  burn 
the  whole  proceedings  j  I  will  bub- 
ble  the  other  creditors  who  join  in 
the  fuit  againSt  you  j  you  Shall  en- 
joy  the  life-rent,  and  your  daughter 
the  property  of  the  land.  My  own 
intereft,  and  that  of  Beatrice,  did 
not  permit  me  to  hefitate  ;  I  accept- 
ed  the  propofal,  and  the  attorney 
kept  his  promife.  He  turned  his 
arms  againft  the  reft  of  the  credi- 
tors,  and  fecured  me  in  the  poifeflion 
of  my  cartle  j  and  this,  perhaps, 
was  the  firft  time  of  his  having  be- 
friended  the  widow  and  the  orphan. 
"  I  became,  therefore,  an  attorney's 
wife,  without  ceafing  to  be  lady  of 
the  pariSh.  But  this  new  marriage 
coft  me  the  efteem  of  the  gentry  in 
Valencia.  The  women  of  faShion 
looked  upon  me  as  one  who  had 
degenerated,  and  therefore  would 
not  vifit  me  :  fo  that  I  was  obliged 
to  confine  myfelf  to  an  acquaintance 
among  citizens ;  a  circumltancethat 
gave  me  fome  uneafmeis  at  firft,  be- 
caufe  I  had  been  for  fix  years  ac- 
cuftomed  to  correfpond  with  none 
but  ladies  of  diftin&ion  :  but  I 
foon  confoled  myfelf,  and  became 
acquainted  with  the  wives  of  afcii- 
vener  and  two  attornies,  whofe 
characters  were  pleafant  enough  ; 
there  was  fomething  ridiculous  in 
their  behaviour,  that  diverted  me 
very  much.  Thefe  fmall  gentry  be- 
lieved  themfelves  ladies  of  ibme  con- 
fideration.  "  Alas!"  faid  I  fome- 
times  to  myfelf,  when  I  faw  them 
forget  themfelves,  "this  is  the  way 
of  the  world ;  every  one  thinks  her- 


felf  better  than  her  neighbour.  I 
imagined  that  aclreffcs  were  the  only 
people  that  did  not  know  them- 
ielves:  but  I  find  that  citizens  wives 
are  not  a  whit  more  reafonable.  I . 
wifh  that,  by  way  of  punishment, 
they  were  obliged  to  keep  in  their 
houfes  the  pictures  of  their  grand- 
fathers  :  in  good  faith,  they  would 
not  place  them  in  the  moft  frequent- 
ed apartment." 

"  After  having  been  married  four 
years,  Signior  Bernardo  Aftuto  fell 
fick,  and  died  without  children  9  fo 
th^t,  with  what  he  had  fettled  upon 
me  at  our  marriage,  and  the  money 
I  was  left  in  pofleflion  of,  I  found 
myfelf  a  rich  widow,  and  had  the 
reputation  of  being  fo.  On  this  re- 
port, a  Sicilian  gentleman,  whofe 
name  was  Colifichini,  refolved  to 
attach  himfelf  to  me,  in  order  to 
ruin  or  efpoufe  me,  for  he  left  me 
the  choice.  He  had  come  from  Pa- 
lermo to  fee  Spain,  and  after  hav- 
ing Satisfied  his  curiofity,  waited  (as 
he  faid)  at  Valencia,  for  an  oppor- 
tunity of  repafTing  into  Sicily.  This 
gentleman  was  not  more  than  five 
and  twenty  years  of  age,  genteelly 
Shaped,  though  fmail  ;  in  Short,  I 
liked  his  appearance.  He  found 
means  to  fpeak  with  me  in  private, 
and  I  will  frankly  own,  that  I  be- 
came madly  fond  of  him,  in  our 
tirft  interview.  On  his  fide,  the  little 
rogue  Seemed  quite  captivated  by  my 
charms;  and  I  believe  (God  for- 
give me!)  we  mould  have  married 
one  another  immediately,  had  the 
attorney's  death,  which  was  Itill  re- 
cent, permitted  me  to  contract  a 
new  engagement  fo  foon  :  hut  ever 
fmce  I  had  fallen  into  the  tafte  of" 
matrimony,  I  maintained  the  punc- 
tilios of  decorum. 

"  We  agreed,  therefore,  to  defer  our 
marriage  for  Some  time,  out  of  de- 
cency :  in  the  mean  time,  Colifichi- 
ni continued  his  addielles  ;  and  his 
pafiion,  far  from  abating,  Seemed  to 
increaie  daily.  The  poor  young 
man  was  not  very  well  provided 
with  caSh  ;  I  perceived  it,  and  he 
no  longer  wanted  money  :  for,  be- 
fides  that  I  was  almolt  twice  his  age, 
I  remembered  that  I  had  laki  the 
men  under  contribution  in  my  youth, 
and  I  looked  upon  what  I  new  did, 
as  a  restitution  that  acquitted  iny 
A  a  i  ll  «on- 
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«c  conference.  We  waited,  as  patient- 
(S  ly  as  we  could,  for  the  expiration 
«  of  the  time  prefcribrd  hy  cultom  for 
"  women  to  remain  in  a  ft.iio  of  wi- 
«*  dowhood  ;  and  then  went  to  the  al- 
"  tnr,  where  we  mutually  hound  our- 
ft  ftlves  in  the  indilToluhle  ties  of  wed- 
"  lock  :  we  afterwards  retired  to  my 
"  caftle  ;  where,  I  may  fay.  we  Jived 
"  two  years,  not  fo  much  like  a  hnf- 
"  band  and  wife,  as  two  tender  lovers. 
"  But,  alis  !  we  were  not  dcftinsd  to 
<k  be  long  happy  in  one  another;  a 
(<  fatal  pViirify  robbed  me  of  my  dear 
l<  Colinchini." 

*  Here  I  interrupted  my  mother, 
c  crying,  tc  How,  Madam  !  your  third 
tl  hufoand  dead  too  !  you  muft  cei- 
"  tainly  be  a  very  dangerous  tenc- 
««  ment'."— •"  What  could  I  do, ton  ?" 

*  anfwered  Lucinda;  "was  it   in  my 
«  power  to  prolong  the  days  that  Hea- 
c<  veil  had  numbered  ?   If  I  have  loft 
"  three  hu (bands,  I  could  not  help  it. 
te  Two  of  them  I  regretted  very  much: 
c<  he  for  wh^rn  I  had  the  leaft  regard 
«'  was  the  attorney;  as  I  married  him 
«  out  of  intereil,  I  eafily  confoled  my- 
r«  felf  for  his  death.     Bur,"  added  me, 
«c  to  return  to  Colifichini ;  I  mult  tell 
**  vou,  that  a  few   months  after  his 
*'  deceafe,  having  a   mind  to  go  and 
"  fee,  with  my  own  eyes,  a  country- 
*c  houfe  near  Palermo,  which  he  had 
tl  afift^ned  to  me  as  a  jointure  in  our 
"  contract  of  marriage,  I  embarked, 
te  with  my  daughter,  for  Sicily  ;  but 
tc  we  were   taken  in  our  palTage,  by 
"  the  veflels  of  the  Dey  of  Algiers, 
«c  and  conduced  into  this  city.  Hap- 
"  pily  for  us,  you  chanced  to  be  on  the 
'*  Ipot  where  we  were  put  up  to  fale, 
'*  otherwife  we  might  have  fallen  in- 
"  to  the   hands    of  fome    barbarms 
"  mafter,  who  would  have  mal-treat- 
"  ed  us,  and  under  whom    we  might 
c<  have  pafled  our  whole  life  in  bond 
«'  age,    without  your    knowing   any 
c<  thing  of  the  matter." 

'  Such  was  my  mother's  narration  ; 
«  after  which,  gentlemen,  I  give  her 

'•.r.fi  apartment  of  mv  hou! 
'  the  liberty  of  living  as  (he  Oiouldthink 

<  proper  ;  a  permidion  that  Hie  re 

'  very  much.  She  had  confra&ed  fuch 
«  a  habit  of  being  in  love,  from  the 

<  repeated  attacks  of  that  paflion,  that 

*  /he  muft   ablointcly   Irive  either  an 

•  (v.ifrind  or  a  gallant.     At   rirft  me 

•  caft  her  eyes  en  Ibmc  of  my  Haves  i 


c  but  Haly  Pegel in,  *  Greek  renegado, 

*  who  came  frequently  to  the  houfe, 

*  foon    ingrofled   her   attention.      She 
'  conceived  a  more  violent  paflion  for 
'  him  than  ever  (he  felt  for  Colifichini, 
1  and  fiie  was  fo  much  mitfrefs  of  the 
(  art  of  pleafing,  that  /he   found  the 
«  feci  et  of  charming  him  alfo.    I  wink- 
'  ed  at  their  intelligence,  and  thought 
'  of  nothing  then  but  my  return  into 

*  Spain.       The    dey   having   already 
'  permitted  me  to  fit  out  a  veflel,  to 
'  cruize  and  commit  ptiracy,  I  was  bu- 
1  fied   in    making   preparations ;   and 
'  eigjht  days  before  they  were  finifhed, 
'  faid  to  Lucinda,  "  Madam,  we  mall 
f*  depart  from  Algiers  in  a  very  little 
<(  time,  and  lofe  fight  of  that  place 
e(  which  you  deleft  fo  much/' 

'  My   mother  grew   p<ile    at    thefis 

*  words,  and  remained  fpeechlefs.    At 

*  which    being     ftrangely     fin-prized, 
"  What  do  I  fee,  Madam  !"  faid  I  ,• 
te  what  is  the  meaning  of  that  con- 
<f  -fternation  in  your  looks?   you  feem 
"  to  be  afflicted,  rather  than  rejoiced* 
"  at  what   I  tell    you  !     I  thought  I 
'•  mould  have  made  you  happy  with 
"  the   news  of  every    tiling's    being 
"  ready  for  our  der»amire.     Have  you 
*{  no  longer  any  defire,  then,  of  re- 
**  pa  fling  into  Spain  ?'' — "None  at  all, 
"  fon,"  anfwered  my  mother  ; ( '  I  have 
"  had  fo  much  affli&ron  in  that  king* 
"  dom,  that   I  renounce  it  for  ever/' 
—"What  do  I  h<--ar  !"  cried  I,  in  a 

*  tranfport  of  grief :  <*  ah  !   fay  rather, 
"  that  love  detaches  you  from  it.     O 
tf  Heavens  !  what  a  chiiige  is   here  ! 
"  when  you  arrived  in  this  city,  every 
"  objeftthatprelenteditfelfwasodiotis 
tf  to  your  eyes  :  but  Haly  Pegelin  lia« 
"  altered  yourdifpofition."— •"  I  don't 
lc  deny  it,"  replied  Lucinda  ;  *'Ilove 
'*  that   renegade,  whom    I    deftgn    tD 
'*  take    for   my  fourth    huiband/'-— 
"  What  an  abandoned  piojeil  1"  faid 
'   I,    infcrruptin^    her,    with   horror  ; 
*'  would  yo  vIurTulman?  Yoa 
"  forget  that  you  t'.re  aChrifthn;  or 
<(  rattier,  you   never   was   ont  but  in 
"  name.    'Ah,  mother  !   what  are  you 
*'  aboutto  do  ?  you  have  refolved  upon 
"  your  own  perdition,  by  voluntarily 
t(  embracing   that  which  I   was  com- 
**  pel  led  to  by  ncceility  !" 

4    )   tiled   many   more  arguments   to 
i:ide   her  from  her  defign  ;   but  I 
'  harangued    to  no  purpofe :   me  had 
her   reiblution  ;    and,    not 
'  contented 
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f  contented  with  following  her  own 
c  wicked  inclination,  ant!  quitting  me 

<  to  live  with  that  renegade,  flie  want- 
«  «d  to  carry  Beatrice  along  with  her 
'  alfo :  but  this    I    oppofed.     "  Ah, 
"  wretched  Lucinda  !"  laid  I  to  her  ; 
««  if  nothing  is  able  to  rettrain  you, 
"  at  leaft  abandon  yourfelf  alone  to 
tf  the   fury    that  pofiViTes  your  imagi- 
««  nation  ;  don't  drag  a  young  inno- 
«  cent  creature  to  the  precipice  from 
"  whence  you  intend  to  throw  your- 
"  felf."     Lucinda  went  away,  with- 

<  out  making  any  reply,  and  I  belier- 

*  cd    that   a  remaining  ray  of  reafon 
«  enlightened  and  hindered  her  from 
'  being   obftinate    in    demanding    her 
'  daughter.     But  how  little  was  I  ac- 

*  quainted  with  my  mother !  two  days 
'  after,   one  of  my  flaves  laid  to  me, 
(c  Signior,  take  care  of  yourfelf  j  one 
"  of"Pegelin's  captives  has  imparted  a 
<f  thing  to  me,  of  which  you  cannot 
(t  take  the  advantage  too  foon.    Your 
<«  mother  has  changed   her  religion  ; 
•<*  and  to  punifh  you  for  having  refufed 
4(  to  let  her  carry  off  Beatrice,  is  re- 
* «  folved  to  inform  the  dey  of  your  in- 
'«  tended  flight."      I   did   not  doubt 
'  one  moment,  that  Lucinda  was  ca~ 

*  pable  of  doing  what  my  (lave  men- 

*  tioned  :  I  had  opportunities  of  ftudy- 
'  ing  the   lady,  and  perceived,    that, 

*  by  the  habit  of  acling  fanguinary 
'  parts    in  tragedies,  Ihe  was  fo  fami- 
'  liarized  to  guilt,  that  the  could  have 

*  caufed  me  to  be  burnt  alive  j  and,  I 
'  believe,  would   have  been  no  more 
«  affe&ed  with   my  death,  than  with 

*  the  cataftrophe  of  a  dramatick  p:-r- 
'  formance. 

«  Willing,    therefore,  not   to  neg- 

*  Ie6l  the  advice  of  my  flave,  I  haften- 

*  ed  my  embarkation, and  hired  Turks, 
'  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  cor- 
'  fairs  of  Algiers,  when  they  go  on 
c  a  cruize  j  but  I  hired  no  more  than 

*  fuch   as   were  neceffary   to  keep  me 
c  unfufpe&ed,  and  fet  fail  as  foon  as 
«  poflible  with  all  my  flaves,  and  my 

<  fitter  Beatrice.     You  may  well  be- 
'  lieve,   that  I  did  not  forget  to  carry 

*  off,  at  the  fame  time,  all  my  jewels 

*  and  money,  which  might  amount  to 

*  the  value  of  fix   thoufand    ducats. 

*  When    we  got  to  fea,  we  began  by 
'  fecuring  the  Turks,  whom  we  eafiiy 

*  chained,    becaufe     my    flaves    were 

<  more  numerous  than  they :  and  we 


'  had  fuch  a  favourable  wind,  that  In. 

*  a  little  time  we  made   the  coaft  ot' 
'  Italy  ,  and  arrived,   without  the  leait 

*  bad  accident,  in  the  harbour  of  Leg- 

*  horn,  where  I  believe  the  whole  city 
'  crouded  to  fee  us  comealhore.     The 
c  father  of  my   flave  Azarini    being 

*  among  tlie  Ipeclators,    by   accident 
'  or  curiofity,   furveyed    all   the  cap- 
'  tives,  with  great  attention,  us  they 
'   difcmbarked  ;  but  though  he  fought 
'  among  them  the  features  of  his  ion-, 

*  he  little  expected  to   fee  him    again. 

*  What  tranfports  and  embraces  were 
'  the    confeq  lie  nee   of  their    meeting, 

*  when  they  recolle6ted  one  another  ! 

1  As  foon  as  Azarini  hail  toUi  his 
'  father  who  I  was,  and  what  brought 
'  me  to  Leghorn,  the  old  man  obliged 
'  me  as  well  as  Beatrice  to  lodge  at 
c  his  houfe.  I  fliall  pals  over  in  fi- 
'  lence  the  detail  of  a  thoufand  things 
'  which  I  was  -cbliged  to  perform,  in 
'  being  re- admitted  into  the  boibm  ot" 
'  the  church;  and  only  obferve,  that 
'  I  adjured  Mahometanifm  much  more 

*  heartily  than  I  had  embraced  it.  Af- 
'  ter  having  entirely  purged  myfelf  of 

<  the  gall  of  Algiers,  I  fold  my  veffe), 

*  and  fet  all  my  (laves  at  liberty;  a« 
'  for  the  Turks,  they  were  detained  in 

*  prifon  at  Leghorn,  in  order  to  be  ex- 

*  changed   for  Chriftians.     I  received 

*  the  beft  of  treatment  from  both  the 
'  Azarini 's,     the   younger  of   whom 

*  married  my  lifter  Beatrice,  who  was, 
'  indeed,  no  bad  match  for  him  ;  be- 
'  ing   a   gentleman's   daughter,     and 

*  heirefs  of  the  cattle  of  Xercia,  which 

*  my  mother  had  taken   care  to  farm 

*  out  to  a  rich  pea  fan  t  ofPaterna,  when. 
'  Ihe  refolved   upon    her  paflage  into 
1  Sicily. 

*  Having  ftaid    fome  time  at   Leg- 

<  horn,  I  let  out  for  Florence,  which 

*  I  longed  much  to  fee,  and  whither 
'  I  did  not  go  without   letters  of  re- 

*  commendation.     Azarini  the  father 
'  had   friends   at   the   Grand    Duke's 
'  court,  to  whom  he  introduced  me  as, 
'  a  Spanifh  gentleman,  his  ally  j   and 
1  }  prefixed  Don  to  my  name,  imitat-, 
'  ing  in   that  a   great  many   Spanifh 

*  plebeians,  who,  when  they  are  out  of 

*  their  own  country,  .aflame  that  title 
f  of    honour   without    ceremony.       I 

*  boldly,  therefore,  called  myfelf  Don 
'  Raphael  j  and  as  I  had  brought  from 
'  Algiers  a  furEciency  to  lupport  my 

«  dignity, 
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«  dignity,  appeared  at  court  in  a  fplen- 

*  did    manner.      The    gentleman    to 
'  whom  Azarini  had  wrote  in  my  fa- 
'  vour,  gave  out  that  I  was  a  perfon 
«  of  quality;    fo  that  his    teftimony, 

*  together   with    the  airs   I   affiimed, 

*  made  me  eafily  pafs  for  a  man  of  im- 

*  portance.   I  loon  got  acquainted  with 
'  the  principal  noblemen,  who  prefcnt- 

*  ed  me  to  the  Grand  Duke;  whom  I 
'  had  the  good  fortune  to  pler.fe  ;  upon 

*  which  I  bent  my  whole  endeavour  to 

*  make  my  court  to  that  prince,  and 

*  ftudy  his  difpolition.     I  liftened  at- 

*  tentivelv  to  what  the  oldeft  courtiers 
'  faid  to  him;    and  by  their  difccurfe 

*  difcovered  his  inclinations.    Among 
«  other  things,  I  obferved  that  he  loved 
«  raillery,  good    Tories,  and  failles  of 
'  wit.     I  modelled  myfelf  acccording- 
1   ly  ;  and  every  morning  marked  in  my 
«  pocket-book  the  ftories  Idefigned  for 
«  the  day.     I  had  fiich  a  number  of 
«  them  in  my  memory,  that  my  budget 
«  might  be  faid  to  have  been  full ;  and 
'  yet,  in  fpite  of  all  my  management, 
<  it  was  emptied  apace  in  fiich  aman- 
«  ner,  that  I  (hould  either  have  been 
'  obliged   to  ufe   repetition,  or   fhew 
€  that  I   was  at  the  end  of  my  apo- 
«  thegmsj   if  my  genius,   fruitful   in 

*  ficlion,  had  not   furnifhed   me  with 
'  abundance.     But  I  compofed  tales  of 

*  gallantryand  humour,  that  were  very 
'  entei  taining  to  the  Great Dnke  ;  and, 

*  as  it  often  happens  with  pro  felled  wii  s, 

*  in  the  morning  I  invented  bright  ex- 

*  prefiions,  which  I  uttered  as  \inpre- 

*  medit.ited  fallies  in  the  afternoon. 

'  I  even  elevated  myfelf  into  a  poet, 
'  and  confftcrated  my  mufe  to  thepraife 
«  of  the  pi  ince.  I  freely  own,  indeed, 

*  that  my  verfe  was  none  of  the  beft, 
«  therefore   not  much    crilicifed  ;  but 

*  had  it   been   better,  I  qudiion   if  i: 

*  would   have  been  better  received  by 

*  the  Grand   Duke,  who  feemed  very 
4  well  fatisfied   with  rr.y  talents ;  t*  c 
4   matter,    perhaps,   hindered  him  f:vm 
'   finding  fault.     Be   thai   as    it  will, 

*  this  prince  infenlibiy  to.;k  iuch  a  Jik- 
'  ing  to  me,  as  gave  umbrage  to  the 

*  courtiers.     They  endeavoured  to  dif- 

.  wlio  I  IVRS,  but   did    m 
1  cctil.     Gettingnotice,  however,  that 
1   I  had  bem  a  renegade,  they  did  not 

*  fail    to   inform   the  prince  of  it,  in 
1  hopes  of  injuring  my  character  ;  but 
«  this   they  could  net'accomplim  :  on 
»  the  contrary,  ti:t  ''-rnnd  Duke,  or.e 


day,  obliged  me  to  give  him  a  faith« 
ful  account  of  my  voyage  to  Al- 
giers. I  obeyed  j  and  my  adventures, 
which  I  did  not  at  all  difguife,  af- 
forded him  infinite  pleafure. 
44  Don  Raphael,"  laid  he,  when  I 
'  had  finiflied  the  relation,  "  I  have  a 
11  regard  for  you  ;  and  will  give  you 
"  a  mark  of  it,  which  will  not  permit 
"  you  to  doubt  of  my  fricndfliip.  £ 
"  will  make  you  the  depofitory  of  my 
' '  fecrets  j  and  to  begin  with  an  inftance 
"  of  my  confidence,  I  mult  tell  you 
"  that  I  am  in  love  with  the  wife  of 
41  one  of  my  minifters.  She  is  the 
"  moft  amiable  lady  of  my  court,  but 
"  at  the  fame  time  the  moft  virtuous: 
"  (hut  up  amidlt  her  family,  and  folely 
"  attached  to  a  hulband  whom  (he 
"  adores,  fke  feems  ignorant  of  the 
(t  noife  her  charms  make  in  Florence. 
"  Judge  you,  if  this  mull  not  be  a 
"  difficult  conqueft.  Neverthelefs, 
"  this  beauty,  inacceffible  as  flie  is  to 
**  lovers,  has  deigned  fometimes  to 
**  hear  my  fighs  :  1  have  found  means 
"  to  fpeak  to  her  in  private,  and  to 
"  acquaint  her  with  the  fentiments  of 
**  my  heart:  but  I  don't  flatter  my- 
'*  felf  with  the  hope  of  having  infpir- 
"  ed  her  with  mutual  lovej  (he  has 
"  never  given  me  caufe  to  form  fuch 
"  an  agreeable  idea  j  I  don't,  ho\v- 
**  ever,  defpair  of  pleafmg  her  by  my 
"  affiduity,  and  the  myfterious  con- 
**  <\\i3.  I  mall  take  care  to  oblerve. 

'«  My  paflion  for  that  lady,"  adrf- 
*  ed  he,  "  is  known  to  nobody  but  her- 
"  fclf  j  for,  inftead  of  confulting  my 
'*  inclination  without  conftraint,  and 
'*  acting  the  fovereign,  I  conceal  the 
**  knowledge  of  my  ilame  from  all  the 
*'  world;  a  prcce  of  delicacy  which  I 
"  think  J  owe  to  Malcarini,  the  htil- 
*'  b.ind  of  her  1  love:  his  zeal,  at- 
"  tachment,  (Vrvices,  andj)iobity,  ob- 
*'  lige  me  to  conduct  mylelf  with 
"  great  lecrefy  and  circumfpection.  I 
"  would  not  plunge  a  dagger  into  the 
<(  bofom  ot  that  unhappy  hull 
"  by  decbring  mylelf  th-j  lover  of  hfs 
"  wife  ;  but  wifh  that  he  may  always 
"  remain  ignorant,  if  poflible,  of  the 
*'  fl.ime  that  coniuiiKs  me  5  for  I  am 

*  perfuiuird  that  he  w«>uld  die  of  grief, 
'   if  he  knew  t)je  confidence  I  now  rC- 
4  pole   in   you.     I   cciKeal  my  iteps, 
'  therefore,  and  am  refolved  to  make 
'   ufe  of  you,  in  cxprcifmg  to  I,i>cre- 

*  tia  aii   the  pangs  I   fu'JVr,  by  the 

.>nltraiot 


ADVENTURES  OF  GIL  BLAS. 


'85 


**  conftraint  which  (he  impofes  upon 
«•  me  :  you  (hall  be  the  interpreter  of 
€l  my  fentiments,  and  I  don't  at  all 
"  doubt,  that  you  will  acquit  your- 
•'  felf  of  the  commifilon  to  a  miracle. 
'*  Contrail  an  acquaintance  with  Maf- 
'«  carini,  endeavour  to  gain  his  friend- 
"  (hip,  infinuate  yourfelf  into  his^ 
"  haufe,  and  procure  the  liberty  of 
tl  converfmg  with  his  wife.  This  is 
"  what  I  expect  of  you,  and  what  I 
€t  allure  mylelf  you  will  perform  with 
'*  all  the  difcretion  and  addrefs  that 
"  fuch  a  delicate  employment  re- 
*'  quires." 

*  Ipromifed  to  do  all  that  lay  in  my 
power  to  juftify  the  confidence  he  ho- 
noured me  with,  and  contribute  to  the 
fuccefs  of  his  flame  j  and  foon  kept 
my  word  with  him.  I  fpared  nothing 
to  pleafe  Mafcarini,  and  accomplished 
my  end  with  eafe.    Charmed  to  find 
his  friendfhip  courted  by  a  man  who 
was  beloved  of  his  prince,  he  met 
my  advances  half-way ;    his  houfe 
was  open  to  me ;  I  had   free  accei's 
to  his  lady ;  and,  I   dare  lay,   be- 
haved myfelf  fo  well,  that  he  had 
not  the  lead  fufpicion  of  the  nego- 
ciation  intrufted  to  my  care.     It  is 
true,  indeed,  for  an  Italian,  he  was 
not  much  addicted  to  jealoufy;  he 
depended  upon  the  virtue  of  Lucre- 
tia,  and  (hutting  himielf  up  in   his 
clolet,  left  me  frequently  alone  with 
her.     I  went  roundly  to  work  the 
very  fizit  opportunity ;    entertained 
the  lady  with  the  paffion  of  the  Grand 
Duke,    and  told  her,  that  my  Ible 
defign  in  coming  to  her  houfe,  was 
to  talk  to  her  of  that  prince.     She 
did  not  feem  captivated  by  him  ;  and 
yet,  I  perceived  that  her  vanity  hin- 
dered   her    from   rejecting   his    ad- 
drefles  :  me  took  pleaiure  in    hear- 
ing them,  without  feeling  any  incli- 
nation  to  anfwer   his  defires.     She 
did  not  want  underftanding  ;  but  me 
was  a  woman  ;  and  I  oblerved  that 
her  virtue  yielded  infenfibly  to  the 
fuperb  idea  of  a   fovereign  in   her 
chains.     In   mort,    the   prince  had 
reafon  to  flatter  himfelf,  that,  with- 
out employing  the  violence  of  a  Tar- 
quin,  he  would  fee    Lucretia  fub- 
jected   to   his   love.     An    accident, 
however,  which  he  little   expected, 
destroyed  his  hope,  as  you  (hail  pre- 
fently  hear. 

*  I  am  naturally  impudent  among 


women  ;  having  acquired  that  qua- 
lification, I  know  not  whether  it  be 
good   or   bad,    among  the   Turks  : 
Lucretia  was  handfome,  and  I,  for- 
getting that  I   was  only   to  act  the 
part  of  an  arnbafTador,  talked  to  her 
on  my  own  fcore,,  offering  my  fer- 
vices  with  all   the  gallantry  I  was 
mafter  of.    Inftead  of  being  (hocked 
at  my  audacioufneis,  and   replying 
in    a  rage,    (he   faid    with   a    fmile, 
'  You  mu  ft  own,  Don  Raphael,  that 
"  the  Grand  Duke  has  made  choice  of 
"  a  very  faithful  and  zealous   mini- 
"  fter,  who  ferves  him  with   an  inte- 
"  grity  never  enough  to  be  commend- 
«  ed!"— "  Madam,1'  faid  I,  with  the 

*  fame  air,    "  don't  let   us   examine 
'*  things  fcrupuloufly  j  but  lay  afide 
"  thoie  reflections,  which  I  know  very 
"  well  are  not  at  all  favourable  to  me. 
"  I  abandon  mylelf  to    my  paifion  j 
"  and  after  all,  don't  believe  myfelf 
*'  the  firft  confident  of  a  prince,  who 
'*  has  betrayed  his  mailer  in  affairs  of 
"  gallantry  j  for  the  great  have  often 
"  dangerous  rivals  in  their  meflages 
"  of   pleafure."  —  "That  may  be/' 

*  replied  Lucretia  ;  "  but,  as  for  my 
"  part,  I  am  fo  high-fpirited,  that  no- 
"  body  under  the  degree  of  a  prince 
"  (hall  ever  make  an  impreffion  upon 
"  my   heart.     Conduct    yourfelf  ac- 
*'  cordingly,"  added  (he,  growing  fe- 

*  rious ;  "  and  let  us  change  the  dif- 
**  courfe.  I  am  willing  to  forget  what 
"  you   have  faid,    on  condition    that 
"  you  (hall  never  talk  to  me  again  in 
1 '  the  fame  manner  j    otherwiie  you 
"  may  chance  to  reprnt  it." 

'  Although  this  was  an  advertife- 

*  ment  to  the  reader,  of  which  I  ought 
«  to  have  taken  the  advantage,   I  did 
4  not   leave  off  entertaining    Mafca- 

*  rini's  wife  with  my  palfion ;  I  even 

*  prefled  her  with   more  ardour  than 

*  ever  to  make  iuitable  returns  to  my 
'  tendernefs,  and  was  ra(h  enough  to 

*  take    liberties.      Upon    which     the 
'   ladv,    being  affronted  with   my  dif- 
'  coiuie    and    Muffulman    behaviour, 

*  checked  me  abruptly,  threatened  to 
'  make    the  Grand  Duke  acquainted 
'  with  my  iniblence,  and  allured  me, 
'  that  (lie  would  tleliie  him   to   punifh 
'   me  as    I   deferred.     I  was    piqued, 

*  in  my  turn,  at  thele  menaces;  my 

*  love  changed  into  hate;  and,  deter- 
'  mined  to  be  revenged  upon  Lucretia 
<  for  her  contempt,  Invent  in  queit  of 

«  her 
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*  her  hufbancl,  whom,  after  that  he  had 
'  fworn  that  he  would  not  expofe  me, 

*  I    informed  of    the   correl'pondence 

*  hetween  his  wife  and  the  prince,  not 

*  forgetting  to  paint  her  very  amorous, 
«  in  order  to  make  the  fcene  more  in- 

*  terelting.       The    minifter,    to    pre- 

*  vent  all  accidents,  (hut  up  his  fpotife, 
'  without  any  other  form  of  procefs, 

*  in  a  fee  ret  apartnu.nt,  where  fhe  was 
'  guarded  by  people  on  whom  he  could 
'  rely.     While  fhe  was  thus  furround- 

*  ed  by  fpies,  who  hindered  her  from 

*  informing    the  Grand  Duke  of  her 
'   iiruation,   i  iold  that  prince,  with  a 

*  melancholy  air,  that  he  nau ft  no  more 

*  think  of  Lucretia ;    that  Mifcftrini 
'  liad,  doubtlefs,  difcovered  the  whole 
'  affair,  fince  he  had  taken  it  into  ins 
«  head  ro  watch  his  wife  i   that  J  could 
'  not   imagine  what  had  alarmed    his 

*  fufpicion  of  me,  for  I  thought  I  had 

*  always  behaved   with   a  good   deal 
'  of  ttdrefej  that  the  lady,  perhaps, 

*  hud  conferred  the  whole  to  her  huf- 

*  band,  in  concert  with  whom  fhe  had 

*  allowed  hcrlc If  to  be  locked  up,  in 

*  cider  to  avoid  thofe    importunities 

*  which    alarmed    hrr    virtue.       The 
«  prince  teemed  very  much  afflicted  at 
*-my  report:   I  was  touched  with  his 

*  grief,  and  repented  more  than  once 
'  of  what  I  had  done;  but  it  was  too 

*  late:   befides,'!  confcfs  that  I  felt  a 

*  malicious  joy,  when  I  reprcfented  to 

*  myfelf  the  condition  to  which  I  had 
'  reduced  the  proud  woman  who  had 
«  difdair.e<l  my  pa  Mi  on. 

'  I  enjoyed,  with  impunity,  theplea- 
'  lure  of  revenge,  which  is  fo  fweet  to 
«  all  the  world,  and  in  particular  to 
'.  Spaniards;  when  the  Grand  Duke 
•'  being  one  day  in  company  with  five 
'.  or  fix  of  his  courtiers  and  me,  faid, 
"  Ii:  \vhat  manner  do  you  think  a  man 
*'  ought  to  he  punifhetl,  wl;o  has  dared 
"  to  abi'.l'e  the  confidence  of  his  prince, 
'*  and  attempted  to  deprive  him  of  his 
"  miftrefs?" — "  He  ought,"  laid  one, 
"  to  be  tied  to  the  tails  of  lour  horfes, 
"  and  torn  to  pieces.1'  Another  was 

*  of  op'mon  that  he  fliould  be  mauled 
«  to  death.     The    leaft   ciuel  of  thofe 
'   Italians,  and  he  whofe  fentence  was 
«   molt    favourable   to  the   delinquent 
«   laid,  That  he  would  be  fatish'ed  wilh 
'  caufmg  him  to  be  thrown    horn   the 
'top  of   a  hit;h  tower.     «*  And  what 
«*   i-  tV.t-  opinion  of  Don  Raphael  ?"  rc- 
«  iiimcd    ihc   Grund  Duke  5    <{  1  am 


"  prrfuadcd  that  the  Spaniards  are  at 
"  icvere  as  the  Italians  in  fuch  con- 
"  junctures." 

'  I  cafily  comprehended,  as  you 
'  may  believe,  that  Mafcarini  had  not 
<  kept  his  oath  j  or  that  his  wife  had 
«  found  means  to  apprize  the  prince 
*  of  what  had  pafled  hetween  her  and 
'  me;  and  my  confufion  appeared 
'  plain  on  my  countenance.  Never- 
«  thelcis,  difconcerted  as  I  was,  I 
'  anfwered  with  arefolute  tone,  "  Sir, 
«'  the  Spaniards  are  more  generous  > 
<4  they  would  pardon  the  confident  on 
*'  luch  an  occafion ;  and,  by  their 
u  goodnefs,  raife  in  his  foul  an  eternal 
"  regret  for  having  betrayed  them." — 
«  Well,"  laid  the  prince 5  "  I  find 
"  myfelf  capable  of  fuch  generofity. 
<l  I  pardon  the  traitor:  for  I  have 
«'  none  but  myfelf  to  blame,  for  hav- 
lf  ing  beftowed  my  confidence  upon  a 
«(  man  whom  I  did  not  know,  and 
'*  whom  I  had  reafon  to  diftruft,  after 
lt  what  I  had  heard  of  his  character. 
"  Don  Raphael,"  added  he,  "  this  is 
"  the  manner  in  which  I  will  avenge 
**  myfelf:  quit  my  dominions  imme- 
"  diately,  and  let  me  never  fee  your 
"  face  again."  I  withdrew  on  the  in- 
'  itant,  not  fo  much  afflicled  with  my 
'  difgrace,  as  rejoiced  at  coming  off 

*  fo  cheaply ;  and  the  very  next  day 
«  embarked  in  a  veflel  that  failed  from 
«  Leghorn,    on  it's  return  to  Barce- 

<  lona.1 

I  interrupted  Don  Raphael  in  this 
part  of  his  hifiory,  by  faying,  '  Fora 

*  man  of  underflanding,  methinks  you 
«  committed  a  great  blunder,  in  neg- 

*  Jccling  to  leave  Florence,  immedi- 

*  ately  after  the  difcovery  you  made  to 

*  Mafcarini,    of  the  prince's   paflion 

*  for  Lucretia  ;  you  fliould  have  con- 
'  eluded,  that  the  Grand  Duke  would 
«  foon  come  to  the  knowledge  of  your 

<  infidelity.' — «  I  grant  it,'  replied  the 
foil  of  Lucinda;   *  and   notwithltand- 
'  ing  the  afTurance  which  the  mini  Her 
«  gave  me,  of  not  expofing  me  to  the 
«  refentment  of  the  prince,  I  pix>pofed 
«  to  di (appear  in  a  very  fhort  time. 

*   I  arrived  at  Barcelona,'  continued 
he,  '  with  the  remainder  of  the  wealth 

*  I  brought  from  Algiers;  the  belt  part 

<  of  which   I   had  difnpated    at   Flo- 
«  rence,  in  the  character  ot  the  Spani/h 
'  pentlemnn.     1  did  not  (by  long  in 

.Ionia;  for,  having  a  longing  de- 
«  lire  to  revifit  Madrid,  the  charming 

«  place 
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place  of  my  nativity,  I  fatisfied,  as 
foon  as  pofiible,  the  defire  that  im- 
pelled me.  When  I  arrived  in  that 
city,  I  took  furnifhed  lodgings,  by 
accident,  at  a  hoiife  where  a  lady 
lived,  whole  name  was  Camilla,  and 
who,  though  no  minor,  was  a  very 
engaging  creature.  I  take  Signior 
Gil  Bias  to  witnefs,  who  faw  her, 
much  about  that  time,  at  Vallaclolid. 
She  had  ftill  more  wit  than  beauty, 
and  never  had  a  me-adventurer  bet- 
ter talents  for  decoying  dupes :  but 
me  was  none  of  thofe  coquettes  who 
hoard  up  the  offerings  of  their  gal- 
lants ;  when  (he  had  pillaged  a  man 
of  bufinefs,  (he  mared  his  fpoiis 
with  the  firft  (harper  me  found  to  her 
liking. 

*  We  loved  one  another  at  firft  fight, 
and  the  conformity  of  our  manners 
joined  us  fo  clofely,  that  we   foon 
had  every  thing  in  common.     Our 
fortunes,  indeed,  were  not  very  con- 
fiderable,and  therefore  we  fpent  them 
in  a  very   little   time.      Neither   of 
us,    unluckily,    minded   any   thing 
but  our  pleafure,  or  made  the  lealt 
ufe  of  the  talents  we  had,  to  live  at 
our  neighbours  expence.     But  mi- 
fery,  at  laft,  awakened  our  geniufes, 
which  pleafure  had  benumbed :  and 

<  Camilla  faid  to  me,  "  My  dear 
««  Raphael,  let  us  make  a  diverfion, 
**  my  friend,  and  renounce  a  fidelity 
<*  that  ruins  us  both  j  you  may  cap- 
*'  tivate  a  rich  widow,  and  I  may 
<{  charm  fome  nobleman ;  for  if  we 
**  continue  faithful  to  one  another, 
*'  here  will  be  two  fortunes  loft."— 
«<  Fair  Camilla!"  I  replied,  "  you 
"  have  anticipated  me;  I  was  going 
**  to  make  the  fame  propofal  to  you. 
**  I  affent  to  your  fcheme,  my  queen  : 
* c  yes,  for  the  better  fupport  of  our 
*'  mutual  flame,  let  us  attempt  ad- 
4t  vantageous  conquefts }  the  infideli- 
**  ties  we  mall  commit,  will  turn  to 
"  triumphs  in  the  end." 

*  This  convention  being  made,  we 
took   the  field,    and    made  confide- 
rable  motions  at  firft,  without  being 
able  to  encounter  what  we  fought ; 

.Camilla  could  light  upon  none  but 
be«us ;  that  is  to  fay,  gallants  who 
had  not  a  penny  in  their  pockets  j 
and  I  could  .meet  with  no  women, 
but  fuch  as  loved  better  to  levy  con- 
tributions than  to  pay  them.  As 


our  arts  were  ufelefs  in  love,  we  had 
recourfe  to  ftratagems,  and  perforrn- 
ed  fo  many,  that  our  fame  reached 
the  ears  of  the  corregidor;  and  that 
fevere  judge  for  the  devil  ordered  one 
of  his  alguazils  to  apprehend  us; 
but  this  officer  being  as  good-natured 
as  the  ofher  was  cruel,  gave  us  time 
to  quit  Madrid,  in  confideration  of 
a  fmall  fum  which  we  beftowed  upon, 
him.  We  took  the  road  to  Valla- 
rfolid,  and  fixed  in  that  city;  hav- 
ing  hired  a  houfe,  in  which  I  lived 
with  Camilla,  who  patted  for  my 
filler,  to  avoid  fcandal.  At  firft, 
we  kept  our  induftry  under  the  rein, 
and  began  to  ftudy  the  ground,  be- 
fore  we  mould  form  any  enterprize. 
(  One  day,  a  man  accofting  me  ia 
the  ftreet,  faluted  me  very  civilly, 
faying,  "  Signior  Don  Raphael,  do 
you  know  me  ?"  I  anfwered,  "  No." 
Upon  which  he  refumed,  "  But  I 
recollect  you  :  I  have  feen  you  at 
the  court  of  Tufcany,  where  I  thea 
belonged  to  the  Grand  Duke's 
guards.  I  quitted  the  fervice  of 
that  prince  fome  months  ago,  and 
am  come  to  Spain  with  an  Italian  of 
great  finefle :  we  have  been  three 
weeks  at  Valladolid,  and  lodge  with 
a  Caftilian  and  Gallician,  who  are, 
without  contradiction,  two  young 
fellows  of  honour.  We  live  toge- 
ther  by  the  work  of  our  hands,  maka 
good  chear,  and  amufe  ourfelves 
like  princes:  if  you  will  join  us, 
you  mall  be  agreeably  received  by 
my  confederates  j  for  you  always 
feemed  to  me  to  be  a  galJant  man, 
of  a  difpofition  not  adclicled  to 
fcruples,  and  a  profefFed  brother  of 
our  order.1' 

«  The  rogue's1  franknefs  excited 
mine.  "  Since  you  fpeak  to  me 
with  fo  little  referve,"  laid  I  to 
him,  "  it  is  but  reafonable  that  I 
fhuuld  explain  myfelf  in  the  fame 
manner  to  you.  Indeed,  I  am  not 
a  novice  in  your  profeffion  ;  and  if 
my  modefty  would  allow  me  to  rer 
count  my  exploits,  you  would  fee 
that  you  have  not  judged  too  advan- 
tageoufly  of  my  talents  5  but  I  will 
forbear  to  launch  out  in  my  owa 
praife,  and  content  myfelf  with  ai- 
luring  you,  while  I  accept  that  place 
in  yourcompany  which  is  offered, th.it 
I  will  neglecl  nothine  to  appro  ve  my- 
B  b  ~  "  iclfc" 
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"  felf  worthy  of  your  choice."     As 

*  Toon  as  I  fignified,    to  this   ambi- 

*  dexter,  my  confent  to  augment  the 

*  number  of  his   comrades,   he  con- 

*  ducted  me  to  the  place  where  they 
'  were,  and  introduced    me    to  their 
'  acquaintance.     It   was   here   that  I 

*  faw,  for  the  firft  time,  the  illultri- 
1  ous    Ambrofe  de   Lamcla.      Thofe 

*  gentlemen    examined    me    touching 

*  my   flcill  in  the  myftery  of   appro- 
'  priating  to  one's  felf,  with  addrd's, 

*  the  effects  of  another.     They  want- 

*  ed  to  know  if  I  understood  thejnin- 

*  ciples  of  their  art ;    but   I    fliewed 
c  them  a  great  many  ftratagems  which 

*  they  did  not  know,   and  which   ex- 

*  cited  their  admiration  of  my  ability. 

*  They    were    ftill    more     atfoniflied, 
'  when  df  fpifmg  the  dexterity  of  my 

*  hand,    as   a  thing    too  common,  I 
'  told  them   that  1  excelled  in  tricks 
'  which  required  the  afliftance  of  ge- 
'  nius.     To  convince  them  of  this,  I 

*  recounted  the  adventure  of  Jerome 
'  deMoyadas;  and,  upon  the  fimple 

*  narration  of  that  affair,  they  found 
'  me  fuch  a  fuperior  genius,  that  I 
'  was  chofen  their  chief  by  unanimous 
'  confent.    I  foon  juftified  their  choice, 

*  by  an    infinite   number  of  knavifh 
c  defigns,    vi^hich  we  put  in  practice, 
'  and  of  which  I  was,  as  it  were,  the 
'  informing  foul.     When  we  had  oc- 

*  cafion  for  an  actrefs  to  carry  on  our 
'  projects,  we  made  ufe  of  Camilla, 

*  who  performed  all  her  parts  to  ad- 
'  mira-tion. 

'  About  that  time,  our  brother  Am- 
'  brofe,  being  tempted   to  revifit  his 

*  native  country,  fet  out  for  Gnllicia, 

*  affuring   us   that  we   might   depend 

*  upon   his   return.     He   fatisfied  his 
«  defire;  and,  on  his  way  back  again, 

*  going  to  Burgos,  with  an  intention 
'  of  finking   form-    ftroke,    an    inn- 
c  keep2r  of   his   acquaintance   intro- 

*  duced  him  to  the  lervice  of  Signior 

*  Gil  Bias  of  Santillane,  with  whofe 

*  affairs  he  did    not  fail  to  make  him 
'  acquainted. — Signior  Gil  Bla.s/   he 
added,  addrefling  nimfelf  to  me,  '  you 

*  know  how  we  rid  you  of  your  port- 
c  manteau,  in  our  furnifhed  lodgings 

*  at  Valladolid;    and   I    don't   doubt 

*  that  you  fufpected  Ambrofe  of  being 

*  the  chief  inCtrument   of  that  theft. 
«  And  you  was  in  the  right :  for,  at 
(  your  arrival,  he  came  and  laid  your 

*  fituation  before  us  j  and  we,  the  gen- 


tlemen-undertakers, regulated  ou*- 
felves  accordingly.     But  you  are  ig- 
norant of  the  confequences  of  that 
adventure,  which  I  will,   therefore, 
let  you  know.     Ambrofe  and  I  car- 
ried   off    your    portmanteau  ;    and 
mounting  your  mules,  look  the  road 
to    Madrid,    without    incumbering 
ourfelves  with  Camilla,  or  the  reft  of 
our  comrades,  who,  without  doubt, 
were  as  much  furprized  as  you,  at 
our  non-appearance  next  day. 
*  On  the  lecond  day  we  changed  our 
defign  ;  and,  inftead  of  going  to  Ma- 
drid, which  I  had  not  quitted  with- 
out caufe,  we  pafffd  by  Zeberos,  and 
continued  our  route  as  far  as  Toledo. 
In  this  city,  our   firft  care  was  to 
drefs  ourfelves  like  gentlemen}  then 
giving  ourfelves  out  for  two  brothers 
of  Gallicia,   who  travelled    out  of 
curiofity,  we  foon  became  acquaint- 
eel  with  perfons  of  character.     As  I 
had  been  fo  much  accurtomed  to  act 
the   man  of  quality,    I   was  eafily 
miftaken  for  fuch;  and  people  being 
ufualJy  dazzled  by  expence,  we  im- 
pofed  upon   every  body  by  the  gal- 
lant treats  we  began  to  give  to  the 
ladies.     Among   the  women  whom 
I  vifited,  there  was  one  who  touched 
my  hearts  I  found   her  fairer  than 
Camilla,  and  a  good  deal  younger. 
I  was  defirous  of  knowing  who  ftie 
was,  and  learned  that  her  name  was 
Violante,  and  tha-t  her  hufband  was 
a   gentleman   who,    cloyed   already 
with  her  charms,    purfued   thofe  of 
a  courtezan  whom  he  loved.     This 
piece  of  information  was  enough  to 
determine   me   to   eftablifli  Violante 
the  fovercign  lady  of  my  affection. 
'  It  was   not   long  before  fhe  per- 
ceived her  conqueft  :  I  began  to  fol- 
low her  every  where,  and  commit  a 
thoufand  impertinences,  to  perfuade 
her  that  I  wanted  nothing  more  than 
to  confole  her    for  the  infidelity  of 
her  fpoufe.     The  fair  one  made  her 
i;eflections  on  the  matter,  which  were 
fuch,  that  at  laft  I  had  the  pleafure 
of  knowing  her  approbation  of  my 
fentiments.     I  received  from  her  a. 
billet,  in  anfwer  to  fevexal  which  I 
had  fent  to  her,  by  one  of  thofe  old 
matrons  who  are  fo  ferviceable    in 
Spain    and   Italy.      The   lady   gave 
me  to  under/land,  that  her  hufband 
fuppcd  every  evening  with  his  mif- 
trefs,  and  diet  not  come  home  before 

1  it 
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«  it  was  very  late.     That  fame  night 

*  I  went  under  the  windows  of  Vio- 
«  lante,  and  entered  into  a  moft  ten- 

*  der    converfation    with   her :    after 
'  which  we  agreed,  at  parting,  to  en- 
«  joy  the  fame  opportunity  every  night, 

*  at  the  fame  hour,  without  prejudice 
'  to  the  other  a£ts  of  gallantry  which 
'  we  mould  be  permitted  to  exercife  in 
c  the  day. 

<  Hitherto  Don  Balthazar,  the  huf- 
«  band  of  my  princefs,  came  off  very 

*  cheaply;  but  I  chefe  to  love  natu- 

*  rally,  and  repaired  one  evening  un- 
'  der  the  lady^s  windows,  with  a  de- 
'  fign  to  tell  her,  that  I  could  live  no 
4  longer,  if  I  did   not  enjoy  a  tete  a 
«  tete  with  her  in  a  place  more  fuit- 
'  able  to  the  excels  of  my  love  j  an 
'  indulgence  which  I  had  .not,  as  yet, 
<  been  able  to  obtain.     But  juft  as  I 

*  got  to  the  place,  I  faw  a  man  come 

*  into   the  ftreet,  who  feemed   to  ob- 
'  ferve  me :  in  effect,  it  was  the  huf- 
'  band,  who  returned  from  the  cour- 
'  tezan  earlier  than  ufual,  and  whoper- 
'  ceiving   a   cavalier  near  his   houfe, 
'  inftead  of  going  in,  walked  to  and 
«  fro   in  the   ftreet.     I  remained,  for 
'  fome  time,  unrefolved;  but    at   laft 
'  determined  to  accoft  Don  Balthazar, 

*  whom  I  did  not  know,  and  of  whom 

*  I  was  alfo  utterly  unknown  :  "  Sig- 
'*  nior  Cavalier,"  laid  I  to  him,  "  pray 
"  leave  the  ftreet  free  to  me  for  one 
"  night  j  I  will   do  as  much  for  you 
tf  another  time." — "  Signior,"  he  re- 

*  plied,  f{  I    was  going  to  make  the 
'*  fame  requeft  to  you  :   I   am  in    love 
"  with  a  girl,  whom  her  brother  guards 
"  like  a  dragon,  and  who  lives   not 
'*  above  twenty  paces  from  hence  ;   ib 
"  that  I  wifti  there  was  nobody  in  the 
"  ftreet." — "  There  is  one  way,"  faid 

*  I,  "  of  fatisfying  us  both,  without 
"  incommoding   either:   for,"    added 
'  I,  fhewing  him  his  own  houfe,  "the 
•'  lady  whom  I  ferve,  lodges  there  j  and 
<c  let  us  aflift  one  another,  if  either  of 
"  us    mould  be  attacked." — "  With 
««  all  my  heart,"  he  replied  ;   "  I  will 
**  go  to  my  rendezvous,  and  we  will 
"  back   one  another  mould    there    be 
"  occafion."     So  laying,  he  left  me  j 
«  but  it  was  in  order  to  obferve  me  the 

*  better  ;  and  this  the  darknefs  of  the 

*  night  permitted  him  to  do  with  im- 

*  punity. 

'*  As  for  my  part,  I  approached,  in 
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fecurity,    the  balcony    of  Violnnte, 
who  foon  appeared,  and   we  began 
to  converfe  together.     I  did  not  fail 
to  infift  upon  my  queen's  granting 
me  a  private  interview  in  fome  par- 
ticular place.     She   refitted  my  im- 
portunities a  little,  to  enhance  the 
value  of  the  favour  which  I  demand- 
ed ;   then    dropping  a-  letter,  which 
fne  took  out  of  her  pocket,  "  Hold," 
faid  fliej  "you  will  find  in  this  billet 
the  promife  of  what  you  fo  earneftly 
(  defire."     She  afterwards  withdrew, 
becaufe  the  hour  at  which  her  huf- 
band  ufual ly  returned  was  at  hand  j 
upon  which  I  fecured  the  billet,  and 
advanced  to  the    place   where  Doa 
Balthazar  faid  he  was  concerned :  but 
he   having  very  well  perceived  what 
I  wanted  with  his  wife,  came  to  me, 
faying,     "  Well,  Signior  Cavalier* 
are  you   fatisfied    with   your   good 
fortune  ?" — "  I   have   cauie    to   be 
"  fo,"  I    replied:   "and    what. have 
"  you  done  ?  has  love  favoured  your 
"  addreffes  ?"—"  Ah,  no!"  faid  he ; 
<£  the  curfed  brother  of   the    beauty 
"  whom    I  love  is  returned    from   a 
"  country-houfe,  where  I  imagined  he 
u  would  Itay  till  to-morrow  j   and  this 
"  mifchance  has  baulked  me  of  die 
"  pleafure  with  which  I  flattered  mv- 
«'  felf." 

*  Don  Balthazar  and  I  made  mutual 
proteftations  of  friendfhip;  and  tp 
tie  the  knot  of  it  the  f after,  made  an 
appointment  to  meet  next  day  in  the 
great  fquare.  After  we  parted,  he 
went  home,  but  mentioned  not  a 
word  of  what  he  knew  to  Violante. 
Next  day,  he  repaired  to  the  great 
fquare,  where  I  arriving  a  moment 
after  him,  we  faluttd  one  another 
with  demonftrations  of  friendfhip,  as 
perfidious  on  one  fide,  as  fincere  on 
the  other.  Then  Don  Balthazar 
made  me  the  confident  of  a  feigned 
irvtrigue  with  the  lady  whom  he  had 
mentioned  the  preceding  night ;  re- 
counting a  long  ftory  that  he  bad  in- 
vented, in  order  to  engage  me  in  my 
turn  to  tell  him  in  what  manner  I 
had  become  acquainted  with  Vio- 
lante. I  did  not  fail  to  fall  into 
the  fnare,  and  confefs  all  with  the 
utmoft  franknefs  }  I  even  fhewed  the 
letter  whieh  I  had  received  from 
her,  and  read  the  contents  in  thefe 
words. 

£bz  «I  Shall' 
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Shall  dine  to-morrow  with  Den - 
na  Inez  }  you  know  where 
"  /he  lives  :  it  is  in  the  houfe  of  that 
"  faithful  friend  that  I  intend  to  give 
"  you  a  private  interview  ;  for  I  Van 
<c  no  longer  refufe  that  favour  which 
(l  you  feem  to  deferve." 


"  This,"  faid  Don  Balthazar,  "  is 
€t  a  billet  which  promiies  you  the  ac- 
"  complifhment  of  your  wj(h ;  I  con- 
ft  gratulate  you  before-hand,  on  the 
"  happinefs  that  attends  you."  lie 
could  nor  help  being  a  little  difcon- 
certed  while  he  faid  this  ;  hut  he  eafi- 
lyconcealed  his  trouble  and  confufion 
from  me.  I  was  fo  much  engrofled 
by  my  hope,  that  I  never  thought  of 
bbferving  my  confident,  who  was 
obliged,  however,  to  leave  me,  that 
I  might  not  at  laft  perceive  his  agita- 
tion. He  ran  to  apprize  his  brother- 
in-law  of  this  adventure  j  but  I  am 
ignorant  of  what  pa  fled  between 
them  :  all  I  know  of  the  matter  is, 
that  Don  Balthazar  came  and  knock- 
ed  at  the  door  while  I  was  with 
Violante,  at  the  houfe  of  Donna 
Inez  5  and  as  foon  as  we  learned 
that  it  was  he,  I  efcaped  at  a  back- 
door before  he  came  in.  As  foon  as 
I  was  gone,  the  ladies,  whom  the 
unforeieen  arrival  of  the  huiband  had 
difconcerted,  recollected  themfelves, 
and  received  him  with  fuch  effronte- 
ry, that  he  fufpefted  I  was  either 
concealed,  or  had  made  my  efcape. 
I  cannot  tell  what  he  faid  to  Donna 
Inez  and  his  wife,  becauie  it  never 
came  to  my  knowledge. 
'  Meanwhile,  without  fufpeclingthat 
I  v/as  Don  Balthazar's  dupe,  I  went 
away,  curfing  him,  and  returned  to 
the  great  Iquare,  win  re  I  had  ap- 
pointed to  meet  Lamela.  I  did  not 
find  him,  however;  he  had  little  af- 
fairs of  his  twn  to  manage  j  and  the 
rogue  was  more  fortunate  than  I. 
While  I  waited  for  him,  I  favv  my 
perfidious  confident  arrive,  who  came 
up  to  me  with  a  gay  air,  and  fmil- 
in£,  Hiked  ntws  of  my  interview  with 
my  nymph  at  the  houfe  of  Donna 
Inez.  "  I  don't  know,"  faid  I, 
wh;<t  dem<  n,  jealous  of  my  plea- 
fures,  delights  in  thwarting  than  ; 
but  while  I  was  alone  witu  my  la- 
dy, preffing  her  to  make  me  hnppy, 
her  hufb  md,  whom  the  devil  con- 
t'ouud  !  came  and  knocked  at  the 


door:  fo  that  being  obliged  t»  get 
orFas  faft  as  I  could,   I  retired  by  a 
back-door,  curfing  to  hell  the  trou- 
blefome  cuckold  who  broke  all  my 
meafures  !''— "  I  am  truly  forry  for 
it,"  cried  Don  Balthazar,   who  felt 
a  fccret  joy  in  feeing  my  vexation  ; 
what  an  impertinent  huiband  mult 
he  be  !  I  advii'e  you  to  give  him  no 
quarter." — c  O  !   asforthat,1'  Ire- 
plied,  "  I  will  take  your  advice  ;  and 
I  can   afTure  you,   that  his  honour 
mall   make  it's  exit  this  night  :   his 
wife,  when   I  left  her,  bid   me   not 
be  discouraged  at  fo  fmall  a  matter  j 
but  be  fure  to  come  umitr  her  win- 
dow  earlier  than  ufual,  for  (he  was 
reiblved  to  admit  me  into  her  houfe  j 
and  defired  me,  at  all  events,  to  come 
attended  with  two  or  thr&e  friends, 
forfearoffurprize." — "Whatapru- 
dent  lady  me  is !"  faid  he.  "  I  will, 
if  you  pleafe,  accompany  you  thi- 
ther." — "  Ah,  my    dear    friend  !'* 
cried  I,  in  a  tranfport  of  jcy,  while 
J  threw  my  arms  around  his  neck  ; 
I  am  infinitely  obliged  toyou!" — "I 
will  do  more,"  he  relumed  j   "  I  am 
acquainted    with    a    young    fellow 
who  is  another  Caefar  ;  he   fliall  be 
of  the  party,    and    then    you   may 
boldly  confide  in  your  elcorte." 
1  1  did  not  know  what  acknowledge 
merits  to  make  to  this  new  friend^ 
fo   much   was    I  charmed   with  his 
zeal.     In  fhort,  I  accepted  the  fuc- 
cour  which  he  orFered,  and  appointing 
to  meet  in  the   twilight   ui.-lcr  Vio- 
lante's   balcony,  we  parted    for  that 
time.     He  went  to  rir.d  his  brother- 
in -law,  who  was  the  Caefar  in  quef- 
tion ;  and  I  took  a  turn  till  rl,< 
ing  with   Lamela,  who   (thot 
was    furprized   at    the    aidou. 
which  Don  Balthazar  cipouicd    ir.y 
intere(t)  diftrufted  htm  no  moi 
I  :  v/e  fell  nodding   into  the  : 
which,  I  own,  was  unpuuior... 
people  of  our  experience.     V» 
thought  it  was  time  to  prefer: 
before  Violante's  windc;w,  A. 
and  I  appeared  upon  the  fpot. 
with    good    rar. 
found  the  lady's  hufband, 
thcr  man,  waiting  lor    us,    without 
flinching.     Don    ii.  him/ 
ing  me,  and  ihewing  his  brothcr-in- 
law,  laid,  "  Signior,  this  is  the  ca- 
valier  whofe   bravery   I  cxt< ••', . 
much.     Get  into  the  houfe  01 
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"  miftrefs,  and  let  not  any  anxiety  hin- 
"  der  you  from  enjoying  the  moit  per- 
"  fecVfelicity." 

'  After  fome  mutual  compliments, 
«  I  knocked  at  my  nymph's  door,which   - 
e  being  opened  by  a  kind  of  duenna, 
«  I  entered  ;  and,    without  taking  no- 

*  tice  of  what  pafled  behind  me,  ad- 
«  vanced  into  a  hall  where  Violante 

<  was.     While  I  faluted  the  lady,  the 

<  two  traitors,  who  had  followed  me 
«  into  the  houfe,  and  (hut  the  door  fo 
'  haftily  after  them  that  Ambrofe  was 
«  left  in  the  ftreet,  discovered   them- 

*  felves.     Y*u  may  ealily  imagine  that 

*  we  then   came  to  blows.     Both  of 

<  them  charged    me  at   once  ;  but    I 

<  found  them  work  enough,  and  em- 
'  ployed  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
«  perhaps  they  repented  they  had  not 
'  choie  a  furer  conveyance  for  their  re- 
«    venge.     I  ran  the  hufoand  through 

<  the   body;  and  his  brother-in-law, 
«  feeing  him  out  of  the  queftion,  got 

*  to   the  door,  which  the  duenna  and 

<  Violante  had  opened  to  make  their 
f  efcape  while  we  were    engaged.     I 
f  puriued  him  into  the  ftreet,  where  I 

*  rejoined  Lamela,  who  not  being  able 
'  to  extracl  one  word  from  the  women 
f  in  their  flight,  did  not  precifely  know 

*  what  to  think  of  the  noife   he  had 

*  heard.     We   returned  to  the  tavern 

<  where  we   lodged,  fecured  our  moft 

*  valuable   effe&s,  and  mounting  our 
'  mules,  rode  out  of  the  city,  without 

*  waiting  for  day. 

'  Knowing  very  well  that  this  affair 
'  might   have  bad  confequences,  and 

*  that  a    iearch   would  be    made    at 

*  Toledo,  which  we  were  in  the  right 
'  to  anticipate,  we  went    to    bed    at 
'  Villarubia,  at  an  inn  where,  fome 
f  time  after,  a  merchant  of  Toledo  ar- 
'  rived,  in   his  way  to  Segorba.     As 

*  we  Cupped   in   his  company,  he  re- 

*  counted    the    tragical  adventure  of 

*  Violante1  s  hulband  ;    and  was  fo  far 
'  from  fulpefting  us  to  be  concerned, 
'  that  we  boldly  aiked  of  him  all  man- 
'  ner   of  queftions    about   the    affair. 

Gentlemen,1'  laid  he,  "  juft  as  I 
fet  out  this  morning,  I  heard  of  the 
melancholy  accident.  Search  was 
made  every  where  for  Violante,  and 
I  was  told  that  the  corregidor,  who 
f5  is  related  to  Don  Balthazar,  has  re- 
6;  folved  to  ipare  nothing  in  difcover- 
*'  ing  the  murderers.  This  is  all  I 


*'  know  of  the  matter. 


«  Though  I  was  not  much  alarmed 
'  at  the  fearch  of  the  correg-idor,  I  re- 
'  iblved  to  quit  New  Caft'.ie  imme- 
«  diately;  reflecting,  that  when  Vio- 
'  lante  mould  be  found,  (he  would 

*  ccnfefs  all,  and  on   her  defcription. 
1  of  my  perfon   to  the  judge,  people 

*  would  be  lent  in  purfuit  of  me.  For 

*  this  reafon,  the  very  next  day,  we 

*  avoided  the  highway,    through  pre- 
'  caution  5  LameLa   being  luckily  ac- 

*  quainted  with  three-fourths  of  Spain, 
'  and  particularly  with  the  bye-ways, 

*  through  which  we  could  iecurely  re- 
'  pair  into  Arragon.    Inftead  of  going 

*  Itraight  to  Cuenca,  we  kept  among 
<  the  mountains  adjacent  to  that  city; 

*  and  through  paths  that  were  not  un- 

*  known  to   my    guide,  arrived   at  a 
c  grotto  which  looked  very  much  like 
'  an  hermitage;  and,  indeed,  it  was 

I  the  fame  to  which  you  came  Jail  night 
4  for  an  aiylum. 

*  While  I  was  confidering  the  coun- 
'  try  around,  which  prefented  to  my 

*  view  a  charming  rural  profpecl,  my 

*  companion  laid   to   me,    *'  I    pafled 
"  by  this  place  fix  years  ago, at  which 
"  time  that  gi\;tto  ierved  as  a  retreat 
"  to  an   old  hermit,  who  gave  me  a 

II  very  charitable  reception,  entertain- 
"  ing  me  with  a  {hare  of  his  provi- 
<(  fions.     I  remember  that  he  was  a 
"  very  holy  man,  and  harangued  me 
"  with  a  difcourie  that  had  almoit  de- 
"  tached  me  from  the  world  :  perhaps 
"  he  is  Itill  alive ;  I  will  go  and  fee." 

.  4  So  laying,  the  curious  Ambrofe  a- 

*  lighted  from  his  mule,  and  entered 

*  the  hermitage;  where   having   ftaid 

*  fome   minutes,  he  returned,   calling 
«  to   me,    ««  Come    hither,  Don    Ra<- 
*'  phael ;  come  and  fee  a  very  affecting 
"  fcene." 

'  I  alighted  immediately;  and,  ty- 
'  ing  our  mules  to  a  tree,  followed 
f  Lamela  into  the  grotto,  where  I  per- 

*  ceived  an  old  anchorite,  pale  and  dy- 
'  ing,  ftretched  at  his  full  length  up- 
c  on  a  truckle-bed.     A  white  beard, 
'  verybumy,  covered  his  whole  bread  j 
«  and  in    his  hands,  clafped  together, 

*  appeared  a  large  twifted  rofary.     At 
'  the  noife  we   made   in  approaching 
'  him,  he  opened  his  eyes,  which  death, 
'  had   already    began   to  clofe  ;    and, 

*  after  having  looked  at  us  for  a  mo- 
'  ment,  faid,  '*   Wholbcver  you   are, 
"   my  brethren,  profit  by  the  fpectacle 
.•«  that  now  prelents  itfslf  to  your  eyes-: 

"  I  have 
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"  I  have  lived  forty  years  in  the  world, 
4t  mid  fixty  in  this  folitude.  Ah!  how 
u  long,  at  this  moment,  leems  the 
*c  time  which  I  have  beftowed  on  my 
"  pleafures  :  and,  on  the  contrary, 
'•'  how  fhort  does  that  appear  which  I 
**  have  coniecrated  to  penitence  and 
44  devotion  !  Alas,  I  am  afraid  that 
<4  the  aulterities  of  brother  John  have 
"  not  fnrKcienlly  expiated  the  fins  of 
"  the  Licentiate' Don  Juan  de  Solis!" 
'  He  had  no  fooner  fpoke  thefe  words, 

*  than  he-expired,  leaving  us  very  much 

*  afte&ed  with  his  death.     Objecls  of 

*  this  fort  always  make  fome  impref- 

*  fion  even  on  the  greateft  libertines  : 

*  but  we  did  not  retain  it   long  5  we 

*  foon  forgot  what  he  had  faid  to  us, 
'  and  began  to  take  an  inventory  of 

*  every  thing  in  the  hermitage  ;  an  em- 

*  ployment  not  very  laborious,  all  his 

*  furniture  confilliDg  in  what  you  may 
'  have  obfcrved  in  the  grotto.     Bro- 
'  ther  John  was  not  only  ill  provided 
«  with  furniture,  but  alib  kept  a  very 
<  bad  larder  ;  for  all  the  proviiion  we 
'   found  was  a  few  filberts,  and  fome 

*  cruits  of  barley-bread,  fo  hard  as  to 
'  be,  in  all  appearance,  proof  againft 

*  the  gums  of  the  holy  man  ;   I  fay, 
'  his  gums,  becauie  we  obierved  that 

*  he  had  loll  alt  his  teeth.     All  that 
'  this  folitary  habitation  contained,  and 

*  all  that  we  beheld,  made  us  regard 
'  the  good  anchorite  as  a  perfect  laint. 
'  We  were    mocked,   indeed,    at  one 
'  thing ;  we  opened  a  p^per  folded  in 
'  the  form  of  a  letter,  which  he  had  laid 
'   upon  the  table,    and    in    which    he 
'  begged,  that  the  perfon  who  mould 

*  read  it,  would  carry  his  rofary   and 
'  fandals  to  the  Bii'hop  of  Cuenca.  We 
'  did  not   know  witii   what  intention 

*  this  new  father  of  the   deiart  could 

•  to  make  fuel)  a  prefent  to  his 

*  bifhop  ;   this   feemed    an    outrage  a- 

;t  humility,  and   the   behaviour 

*  of  a  man    \\  ho  warited  to   let  up  for 

*  canonization;   and  perhaps  there  was 
'  nothing   in   it    but   pure    fimplicity, 

*  for    I    don't    pretend   to    decide   the 

:?r. 
1   While  we  difcourfed  together  on 

*  this  .  t  came 
'  into  :                          .   "  Let  us 

,    -.:,d  dif- 

•  •!  itc*,  hav- 

iohn.    You 

I,  under  the 

;~r  Anihjuy,   wiil  go 


"  a  begging  in  the  neighbouring  towns 
"  and  villages.    Bcfidcsoin 
*'  cure  from  the  enquiries  of  the  cor- 
lor,  for  I  don't  believe  he  will 
ts  think  of  fearching   for   us  here,   I 
"  have  fome  good  acquaintance  at  Cu- 
'*  enca,  which  we  may  cultivate."    I 
approved  of  this   extravagant    pro- 
pol-il,  not  fo  much  from  Ambrofe's 
realbns,  as  out  of  pure  whim,  or  a 
defne  of  afling  a    part  in  a  play. 
About  thirty  or  forty  paces  from  the 
grotto,  we  dug  a  grave,  in    which, 
v.-e  modeftly  interred  the  old  ancho- 
rite, after  having  Itripped  him  of  his 
cloaths  ;   that  is,  a    limple  robe  tied 
about  his  middle  with  a  leather  gir- 
dle :  we  likewife  cut  off  his  beard, 
to  make  a  falf-  one  for  me;   and,  in. 
Ihort,  after  having  performed  his  fu- 
neral, took   pofie/Iion    of  the   her- 
mitage. 

'  We  fared  poorly  the  firft  day,  be- 
ing o-bliged  to  live  on  the  provifions 
of-  the  defunfl  ;  but  next  morning, 
before  day,  Lamela  fet  out  in  order 
to  fell  the  two  mules  at  Toralva,anc! 
returned  in  the  evening  loaded  with 
victuals,  and  other  things  which  ho 
had  purchafed.  He  brought  every 
thing  that  was  neceflary  for  our  tranf- 
formation  :  he  made  for  himfelf  a 
ruflet  gown,  and  a  little  red  beard  of 
horfe-hair,  which  he  fixed  £b  artifi- 
cially to  his  ears,  that  one  would 
have  fworn  it  was  the  natural  pro- 
duel  of  his  chin.  There  • ;  not  a 
more  dexterous  ycung  fdl<.  N  in  the 
world  than  he  ;  who  likewife  weavcd 
the  beard  of  brother  John,  which 
he  applied  to  my  face,  and  my  brown 
woollen  cap  lerved  to  cover  the  arti- 
fice j  fo  thru  there  was  nothing  want- 
ing to  our  difguile.  \  -acli 
othc-r  fo  plt-alantly  equipped,  tl; 
could  not,  without  la'ugliing,  bchoKl 
ourfelves  in  this  drel's,  winch  truly 
v.-as  no!  v  'i!e  to  our  rt-al 
characters.  Together  with  brother 
John's  robe,  I  wore  his  rolary  ami 
land  ils,  (;f  which  I  made  no  Icruple 
to  dej>.  l»o|)  of  Ciu-nca. 

e  had  been  alu-a.ly  thn-e  days 
in  the  hermitage,  wi.hout  fecin*  a 
foul  appear;  but  on  ihtr  fourth,  two 
ptai ints  entered  the  grotto,  h. 
ing  bread,  chcefe,  and  onions,  to  the 
dt-Vund,  whom  they  ftill  thought 
alive.  As  foon  as  I  perceived  them, 
1  threw  myfclf  on  my  bed  j  III 

*   was 


Plafe  V. 
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was  no   difficult  matter   to  deceive 
them  ;  for,  befides  that  there  was  not 
light  enough  to  enable  them  to  di- 
ftinguifii  my  features,  I   imitated  as 
well  as  I  could  the  voice  of  brother 
John,  whofe  laft  words  I  had  heard  ; 
and  they  had  no  fufpicion  of  the  cheat. 
They  feemed  only  furprized  to  meet 
another  hermit  there;  which  when 
Lamela  perceived,  he  faid,  with  an 
hypocritical  air,  "  My  brethren,  be 
"  not  furprized  to  fee  me  in  this  foli- 
"  tude;   I  have  quitted  an  hermitage 
"  I  pofTefled  in  Arragon,  to  come  hi- 
"  ^ther  and  attend   the  venerable  and 
*'  fage  brother  John,  who  in    his   ex- 
"  trenie   old   age  has  occafion  for  a 
'*  comrade  who  can  provide  for  his  ne- 
<f  ceflities."     The  peafants  gave  infi- 
nite praife  to  the  charity  of  Ambrofe, 
and  exprefled  great  joy  in  being  able 
to  boaft  of  having  two  holy  perfon- 
ages  in  their  country. 
<  Lamela,  with  a  large  havrefack, 
which  he  had  not  forgot  to  purchafe, 
went  a  begging  for  the  firft  time  in 
the  city  of  Cuenca,  which  is  but  a 
fmall    league   from   the   hermitage. 
With  a  devout  appearance  which  he 
had  received  from  Nature,   and   the 
art  of  making  advantage  of  it,  which 
he  poflefled  in  a  fupreme  degree,  he 
did  not  fail  to  extort  alms  from  cha- 
ritable people,  with  whofe  liberalities 
he  filled  his  havrefack.    "  Mr.  Am- 
**  brofe,"   faid  I  to  him  at  his  return, 
*'  I  congratulate  you  upon  your  happy 
*<  talent  of  melting  the  fouls  of  Chrif- 
*'  tians.    Egad  !  one  would  think  you 
te  had  been  a  begging  brother  among 
"  the    Capuchins." — "  I   have  done 
"  fomething  elfe,"  anfwercd  he,  "  than 
<f  filled  my knapfack:  you  mult  know, 
"  I  have  difcovered  a  certain  nymph 
*c  called    Barba,     whom   I   formerly 
(t  loved,    and  whom    I    have   found 
"  ftrangely  altered  j   me,  like  us,  has 
**  turned  devotee,  and  lives  with  two 
ft  or  three  fifters  of  the  fame  clafs,  who 
"  edify  the  world  in  publick,    and  in 
'*  private  lead  fCandalous  lives.     As 
"  flie  did  not  know  me  at  fij  It,  "  How ! 
ft  Madam  Barba,"  faid  I,  "  is  it  pof- 
<c  lible  that  you  do  not  recollect  one 
"  of  your  old  friends,    your  admirer 
<f  Ambrofe?"— "  By  my  faith!  Sig- 
'*  nier  de   Lamela,"   cried   fhe,   "  I 
'*  mould  never  have  expecled  to   fee 
"  you  again  in  the  habit  you  wear  ! 
«  By  wiiat  adventure  are  you  become. 


"  hermit?" — "  I  cannot  tell  you  at 
"  prefent,"  I  replied  j  (t  due  detail  is 
"  fomewhat  long;  but  I  will  come 
<{  back  to-morrow  to  gratify  your 
"  curiofity,  and  bring  along  with  me 
tf  my  companion  brother  John  ?"— 
"  Brother  John  '."  faid  (he,  interrupt - 
'  ing  me;  "  what,  the  good  anchorite 
"  who  lives  in  the  hermitage  near  this 
"  city  !  Sure  you  joke  ;  they  fay  he  is 
t(  more  than  an  hundred  years  old." 
— '«  It  is  true,"1  faid  I  to  her,  "  that 
**  he  was  once  of  that  age ;  but  he  has 
"  grown  a  great  deal  younger  \vithia 
f(  thefe  few  days,  and  is  at  prefent 
"  no  older  than  I."—"  Well,  let  him 
tf  come  along  with  you,"  replied  Bar- 
'  ba  ;  "  I  fee  there  is  fome  myftery  in 
"  the  cafe." 

'  We  did  not  fail  the  next  day,  as 
'  foon  as  it  was   dark,  to  go  to  the 

*  houfe  of  thole  bigots,  who  had  pre- 

*  pared  a  fumptuous  entertainment  for 
4  our  reception.  We  immediately  took 

*  off  our  beards   and   hermits  drefs, 
'  and,   without  ceremony,   told  them 

*  who  we  were.     On  their   fide,   for 
1  fear  of  being  indebted  to  us  for  our 
'  franknefs,   they  /hewed   what  falfe 
c  devotees  are  capable  of,  when  they 
'   banifh  grimace.     We   fpent  almott 
'  all  the  night  at  table,  and  did   not 
'  retire  to  our  grotto  till  the  dawn. 
1  We  returned  thither  again  in  a  very 

*  mort  time;  or  rather,    did  the  fame 
'  thing  (almoft. every  day)  during  three 
'  months;    in   which   time   we    fpent 
<  two-thirds  of  our  money  with  thefe 
'  nymphs  :  but  one  being  fufpicious 
4  of    our   characters,    difcovered    the 
'  whole,   and  has  informed  juttice  a- 
'  gainlt  us,  which  this  day  intended  la 
f  vifit  the  hermitage,   and   ftcure  anr 

*  perfons.    Yeiterday  Ambrofe,  whiie 

*  he  was  begging  at  Cuenca,  met  one 
'  of  our  fifters,  who  gave  him  a  note, 
'  faying,   '*  One  of  my  friends  wrote 
ft  this  letter  to  me,  which  I  was  going 
*'  to  fend  to  you  by  an  exprefs  :  flicvw 
"  it  to  brother  John,    and  take  yoiir 
'<  meafures  accordingly."    It  was  this 

*  billet,  gentlemen,  which  Lamela  <Je- 

*  livcred  to  me  in  your  prefence,  and 

*  which  has  made  us  quit  fo  fuddeoij 

*  our  folitary  habitation.' 

C  H  A  P.     IL 

THE     COUNCIL     WHICH      DON     RA- 
PHAEL   HELD    WITH     HIS    HEAR- 
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ERS,  AND  THE  ADVENTURE 
WHICH  HAPPENED  TO  THEM 
WHEN  THEY  DESIGNED  TO 
LEAVE  THE  WOOD. 

WHEN  Don  Raphael  had  ended 
his  narration,  which  I  thought 
a  little  tedious,  Don  Alphonlb  was  ib 
polite  as  to  fay,  it  had  diverted  him 
very  much.     Then  Signior  Ambrofe 
opened,  and  addreffing  himfelf  to  his 
fellow-adventurer,    «    Don   Raphael,* 
faid  he,  '  conlider  that  the  fun  is  let ; 
it  will  be  proper,  methinks,  to  deli- 
berate upon  what  we  are  to  do.' — 
You  are  in   the  right,*   replied  his 
comrade  j  c  we  nuift  determine  upon 
the  place  to  which  we  go   next.' — 
It  is  my  opinion/  refunded  Lamela, 
that  we  mould  fct  forward  without 
lofs  of  time ;   reach  Requena    this 
night,  and  to-morrow  enter  the  king- 
dom of  Valencia,  where  we  will  give 
the  rein  to  our  induftry  5  and,  I  fore-, 
fee,  perform  fome  fuccefsful  ftrokes.' 
His  confederate,  who,  on  that  fubje£t, 
believed  his  prefage  infallible,  aflcnted 
to  his  opinion  :  as  for  Don  Alphonlb 
and  me,  leaving  ourfelves  to  the  con- 
duel  of  thefe  honeft  people,  we  waited 
in  filence  the  refult  of  the  conference. 
It   being  therefore  refolved  that  we 
fhould  take  the  road  to  Requena,  we 
began   to   prepare   ourfelves    for    the 
journey;  we  made  another  meal  like 
that  in  the  morning;  and  loading  the 
horfe  with  the  bottle  and  the  remains 
of  ourprovifions,  the  approach  of  night 
lent  us  that  darknef?  which  we  needed 
for  our  more  fecure  travelling,  and  we 
puflied  forward  to  get  out  of  the  wood  : 
but  we  had  not  gone  an  hundred  yards, 
v.hen  we  difcovered  among  the  trees  a 
light  that  made  us  yery  uneafy.  *  What 
'  is  the  meaning  of  that?*  faid  Don 
Raphael  j  *  perhaps  the  ferrets  of  juf- 
ticr  having  purfued  us  from  Cuenca, 
underftan'd  that  we  are  in  this  foreft, 
and  are  come  hither  to  fearch."1 — '  I 
don't   believe  that,'   faid  Ambrofe  j 
thefe  are  rather  travellers,  who  being 
furpi  ized  by  the  night,  have  come  in- 
to this  wood  to  wait  for  day.     But/ 
added  he,  «  I  may  be  m.ftaken.      I 
will  go  and  reconnoitre  while  you 
ftay  here,   and  I  will  be  back  in  a 
moment.'     So  faying,  he  advanced 
towards   the  li.^ht,  which  was  not  far 
otf,  and  approached  it  fcftly.     Pufh- 
ing  gently  by  tlie  leaves  and  boughs 


that  were  in  his  way,  and  peeping  with 
all  the  attention  which  the  thing  feem- 
ed  to  defei  ve,  he  law  on  the"  grafs, 
round  a  candle  that  ihick  burning  in 
a  lump  of  clay,  four  men  fitting,  who 
had  juitdifpatched  a  pye,  and  emptied 
a  pretty  large  leathern  bottle,  which 
they  embraced  in  their  turns.  He  1  ike- 
wife  perceived,  at  fome  diftance  from 
them,  a  lady  and  gentleman  tied  to 
trees  j  and  a  little  farther,  a  chaife 
with  two  mules  richly  caparifoned. 
He  guefTed  at  once,  that  the  men  were 
robbers  ;  and  their  difcoiirfe,  which  he 
overheard,  aflured  him  that  he  was  not 
miftaken  in  his  conjecture.  The  four 
banditti  expreffed  an  equal  defire  of 
porferTlng  the  lady  who  had  fallen  into 
their  hands,  and  talked  of  catting  lots 
for  her.  Lameln  having  fully  inform- 
ed himfelf  of  the  matter,  rejoined  us, 
and  made  a  faithful  report  of  what  h* 
had  I'een  and  heard. 

Upon  which  Alphonfo  faid,  «  Gen- 
'  tlemen,  that  lady  and  cavalier,  whom 

*  the  robbers  have  bound  ta  trees,  are 
'  perhaps  perfons  of  the  firft  quality  ; 
'  and  mall  we  fcrffer  them  to  fall  vic- 
'  tims  to  the  barbarity  and  brutality 
1  of  thieves  !  Take  my  advice ;  let  us 
'  attack  thefe  banditti,  and  put  them 

*  all  to  death.' — *  With  all  my  heart,' 
laid  Don  Raphael  ;  '  I  am  as  ready  to 
'  do  a  good  as  a  bad  ac"lion.'     Am- 
brofe, on  his  part,  fignirled  his  will- 
ingnefs  to  lend  a  hand  to  fuch  a  laud- 
able enterprize  ;  «  for  which,'  faid  he, 
'  I   forefee  we  mall    be  well  recom- 

*  penfed.'     I  dare  likewife  affirm,  that 
on  this  occafion  I  was  not  at  all  afraid 
of  the  danger}  and  that  no  knight-er- 
rant ever  iKewed  more  readinefs  to  fuc- 
cour  damfels  in  difiivfs.     But,  not  to 
conceal  the  truth,  the  danger  was  not 
great :  fcrLamela  having  reported  that 
the  arms  of  the  robbers  were  all   in  a 
heap  at  the  diftance  of  ten  or  twelve 
paces  from  them,  it  was  no  difficult 
matter   for  us  to  execute  our  delign. 
We  tied  our  horfe  to  a  trae,  and  ap- 
proached, as  gently    as   pofllble,    the 
place  where  they  were   talking  with 
great  warmth  j  and  making  a  noife  that 
helped  us  to  furprize  them,  we  made 
ourfelves  mafters  of  their  arms,  before 
%ve    were   difcovered  ;    then    firing    a 
rollc*?  upon  them,  ftretched  them  all 

..  the  (pot. 

During  this  execution,  the  light  go- 
in^  out,    we  remained  in   darknefs : 

but 
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but  for  all  that,  did  not  delay  to  untie 
the  man  and  woman,  who  were  fo  much 
engrofled  by  their  fear,  that  they  had 
not  power  to  thank  us  for  what  we 
had  done  in  their  behalf.  It  is  true, 
indeed,  they  did  not  as  yet  know  whe- 
ther to  look  upon  us  as  their  deliver- 
ers, or  as  a  new  troop  of  banditti,  who 
had  not  refcued  them  from  the  others 
with  any  intention  to  ufe  them  better  : 
but  we  encouraged*  them,  by  protefting 
that  we  would  conduct  them  to  an  inn, 
which  Ambrofe  affirmed  was  not  more 
than  half  a  league  from  thence  j  and 
that  they  might  there  take  all  necefTary 
precautions  for  their  fecurity,  in  going 
whither  their  affairs  called  them.  Af- 
ter this  aflurance,  with  which  they 
feemed  very  well  fatisfied,  we  replaced 
them  in  their  chaife,  and  brought  them 
out  of  the  wood,  leading  the  mules 
by  the  bridle.  Our  anchorites  after- 
wards examined  the  pockets  of  the 
vanquiftied,  took  care  of  Don  Alphon- 
fo's  horfe,  fecured  thofe  that  belonged 
to  the  thieves,  which  we  found  tied  to 
trees  near  the  field  of  battle  j  and  car- 
rying them  all  off,  followed  brother 
Anthony,  who  mounted  one  of  the 
mules,  in  order  to  guide  the  chaife  to 
the  inn ;  at  which,  however,  we  did 
not  arrive  in  lefs  time  than  two  hours, 
although  he  had  aflured  us  that  it  was 
not  far  from  the  wood. 

Every  body  in  the  houfe  being  a-bed, 
we  knocked  loudly  at  the  door  ;  upon 
which' the  landlord  and  his  wife  got  up 
in  a  hurry,  and  were  not  forry  to  fee 
their  relt  interrupted 'by  the  arrival  of 
an  equipage,  which  they  thought 
would  have  fpent  more  money  than  it 
did.  The  whole  inn  was  lighted  in  a 
moment  j  Don  Alphonfo  and  the  il- 
luftrious  fon  of  Lucinda  offered  their 
hands  to  help  the  cavalier  and  lady  out 
of  the  chaife,  -and  even  fcrved  the'm  as 
ufhers  to  the  chamber  whither  the  land- 
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lord  conduced  them.  There  a  great 
many  compliments  patted;  and  we  were 
not  a  little  aftoniflied,  when  we  under- 
ftood  it  was  the  Count  de  Polan  him- 
felf,  and  his  daughter  Seraphina,  whom 
we  had  delivered.  It  is  impolTible  to 
defcribe  the  furprize  of  that  lady,  as 
well  as  of  Don  Alphonfo,  when  they 
recollefted  each  other.  The  count 
took  no  notice  of  it,  fo  much  was  he 
otherwife  engrofied,  in  recounting  to 
us  in  what  manner  the  robbers  had  at- 
tacked him  ;  and  how  they  had  feized 
his  daughter  and  him,  after  having 
killed  his  poftilion,  page,  and  valet  de 
chambre :  he  ended  with  telling  us,  that 
he  had  a  deep  fenfe  of  the  obligation 
he  lay  under  to  us ;  and  if  we  would 
come  to  him  at  Toledo,  where  he 
mould  be  in  a  month,  we  mould  fee 
whether  or  not  he  was  ungrateful. 

Nor  did  the  daughter  of  this  noble- 
man forget  to  thank  us  for  her  happy 
deliverance :  and  as  Raphael  and  I 
imagined  we  mould  pleafe  Don  Al- 
phonfo, by  giving  him  an  opportunity 
of  talking  a  moment  in  private  with 
that  young  widow,  we  gratified  his 
defire,  by  amufing  the  Count  de  Po- 
lan. <  Fair  Seraphina !'  faid  Don  Al- 
phonfo to  tke  lady,  in  a  low  voice, 
«  I  will  no  longer  complain  of  the  fate 
'  that  compels  me  to  live  like  a  man 
'  banimed  from  civil  fociety,  fince  I 
'  have  been  fo  happy  as  to  contribute 
«  to  the  important  fervice  which  you 
'  have  received.'—*  How!'  anfwered 
me,  fighing,  '  is  it  you  who  have  faved 
'  my  life  and  honour?  Is  it  to  y6u 
'  that  my  father  and  I  are  fo  much  in- 
<  debted  ?  Ah,  Don  Alphonfo  !  why 
«  did  you  kill  my  brother  ?"  She  faid 
no  more  :  but  he  eafily  perceived  by 
thefe  words,  and  the  tone  in  which 
they  were  pronounced,  that  if  he  was 
violently  in  love  with  Seraphina,  ffce 
was  no  lefs  enamoured  of  him. 
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CHAP.    I. 

THE  CONDUCT  OF  GIL  BLAS  AND 
HIS  COMPANIONS,  AFTER  THEY 
O^UITTED  THE  COUNT  DE  PO- 
LAN.  THE  IMPORTANT  PRO-. 
JECT  WHICH  AMBROSE  FORMED} 
AND  THE  MANNER  IN  WHICH  IT 
WAS  EXECUTED. 

HE  Count  de  Polan 
having  fpent  one  half 
of  the  night  in  thank- 
ing and  a/Turing  us  that 
we  might  depend  upon 
his  gratitude,  called  the 
landlord,  in  o.der  to  confult  with 
him  about  the  means  of  getting  in 
fafety  to  Turis,  whither  he  defigned 
to  go.  We  left  that  nobleman  to  take 
his  meafures  accordingly  j  and,  depart- 
ing from  the  inn,  followed  the  road 
that  Lamela  was  pleafed  to  chufe. 

After  having  travelled  two  hours, 
day  furpiized  us  near  Campelio  j  upon 


which  we  immediately  betook  ourfelvcs 
to  the  mountains  which  are  between 
that  village  and  Requena,  and  there 
pafl*ed  the  day  in  repofing  ourfelres, 
and  counting  our  finances,  which  were 
a  good  deal  increafed.  by  the  money  of 
the  robbers  j  for  above  three  hundred 
piftoles  were  found  in  their  pockets. 
As  foon  as  it  was  dark,  we  fet  forward 
again,  and  next  morning  entered  the 
kingdom  of  Valencia.  We  retired  to 
the  raft  wood  that  prefented  itfelf  to 
our  view,  andpuflwig  a  good  way  into 
it,  arrived  at  a  place  through  which  a 
rivuletof  cryftalline  water  gently  glided 
in  it's  way  to  join  the  ftreams  of  the 
Guadalaviar  *.  The  ftiade  projected 
by  the  trees,  and  the  grafs  which  the 
place  afforded  in  abundance  to  our 
horfes,  would  have  determined  us  to 
halt  here,  even  if  we  had  not  been  re- 
folved  upon  it  before.  We  alighted, 
therefore,  and  prepared  to  pafs  the 
day  very  agreeably  j  but,  when  we 
went  to  breakfaft;  found  very  little 
provifion  left.  We  began  to  want 


*  The  Gr.aJalaviar,  a  river  of  Spain,  rifes  on  the  confines  of  Arragon  and  New 
Cafl.ile;  and,  alter  a  feuth-eaft  courfc  thiQugti  Valencia,  falls  into  the  fea  below  the  city 
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bread,  and  our  bottle  was  become  a 
body  without  a  foul.     *  Gentlemen,* 
faid  Ambrofe,  *  the  moft  charming  re- 
treats are  but  difagreeable  without 
Bacchus  and   Ceres;    our  provifion 
muft  be  renewed  j  I   will   for  that 
purpofe  go  to  Xelva,  an  handfome 
town   not  above  two  leagues  from 
hence  j  fo'that  the  journey  will  foon 
be  finimed.'     So  faying,  he  fixed  the 
bottle   and   havrefack  on  one  of  the 
horfes,  and  mounting  a-top  of  them, 
went  out  of  the  wood  with  a  difpatch 
that  promifeda  fpeedy  return. 

He  did  not  come  back,  however,  fo 
foon  as  we  expected ;  more  than  half 
of  the  day  elapfed,  and  night  was  ready 
to  cover  the  trees  with  her  footy  wings, 
when  we  beheld  our  purveyor,  whofe 
flay  had  begun  to  give  us  fome  uneafi- 
nefs.  He  exceeded  our  expectation  by 
the  quantity  of  things  with  which  he 
returned  loaded  :  he  brought  not  only 
the  leathern  bottle  filled  with  excellent 
wine,  and  the  knapfack  crammed  with 
bread  and  all  forts  of  roafted  venifon, 
butalfo  a  great  bundle  of  cloth,  which 
weobferved  with  a  great  deal  of  atten- 
tion. He  perceived  our  admiration, 
and  faid  with  a  fmile,  '  I  defy  Don 
«  Raphael,  and  all  the  world  together, 

*  to  guefs  why  I  have  purchafed  thefe 

*  things.*      Saying  thefe  words,    he 
loofed  the  bundle,  to  mew  the  parti- 
culars of  what  we  had  obferved  in  the 
grofs.     He  difplayed  a  cloak,  and  a 
very  long  black  robej  two  doublets 
with  their  hofe  ;  one  of  thofe  inkhorns 
which  are  compofed  of  two  pieces  tied 
together  by  a  firing,  the  horn  of  which 
is  feparated  from  the  pen-cafe  j  a  quire 
of  fine  white  paper  j  and  a  padlock, 
with  a  large  feal,  and  green  wax  j  and 
when  he  had  exhibited  his  whole  pur- 
chafe,  Don  Raphael  faid  to  him   in  a 
jocular  way,  «  Egad,  Mr.  Ambrofe, 

*  it  muft  be  confeflfed  you  have  made 
'  a  fine  bargain  !     What  ufe,  if  you 
'  pleafe,  do  you  intend  to  make  of  it  ?* 
— *  An  admirable  one !'  replied  Lame- 
la:  'all  thefe  things  have  coft  me  but 
(  ten  doubloon  sj  and  I  am  perfuaded 

*  that  they  will  bring  us  in  more  than 
'  five  hundred ;  you  may  depend  upon 
'  it,  I  am  none  of  thofe  who  incumber 
'  themfelves  with  ufelefs  effects  j  and 
«  to  convince  you  that  I  did  not  buy 

*  all  this  like  a  fool,  I  will  communi- 

*  cate  the  project  I  have  formed. 

<  Having    furniflied    myfelf   with 
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«  bread/  added  he,  f  I  went  into  a 
«  cook's  (hop,  where  I  ordered  fix  par- 
'  tridges,  as  many  pullets  and  young 
'  rabbits,  to  be  put  to  the  fire;  and 

*  while  they  were  doing,  a  man  came 
'  into  the  (hop  in  a  rage,  and  loudly 
'  complaining  of  the  behaviour  of  a 
'  merchant  in  town,  faid  to  the  cook, 
"  By  St.  Jago !  Samuel  Simon  is  the 
"  moft  ridiculous  merchant  in  Xelva; 
tl  he  has  affronted  me  in  the  open  mop  * 
"  the  covetous  wretch  would  not  give 
"  me  cirdit  for  fix  ells  of  cloth,  though 
"  he  knows  very  well  that  I  am  a  re- 
"  fponfible   tradefman,    and    that  he 
"  can  lofe  nothing  by  me.     Is  not  he 
"  a  ftrange  animal?  He  fells  willingly 
<c  on  credit  to  people  of  quality,  and 
"  had  rather  venture  with  them,  thaij 
*'  oblige  an  honeft  citizen  without  any 
<f  rifque.     Was  there  ever  fuch  mad- 
"  nefs  ?  Damned  Jew  !  would  he  were 
"  taken   in  !     My  wifti  will  be  one 
"  day  accornpli/hed.     There  are  mer- 
*'  chants  enough  of  my  opinion." 

«  Hearing  the  tradefman   fpeak   in 

*  this  manner,  and  fay  a  great  many 
'  other  things  of  the  fame  nature,  I 
'  had    a  certain    forewarning   that  J 
1  mould   cheat  this    Samuel    Simon. 
"  Friend,"    faid  I  to  the   man    who 
'  complained,  "  what  is  the  character 
"  of  this  perfon  whom  you  mention  ?" 
— <c  A  very   bad   one,'1   anfwered  he 

*  nattily ;  "  I  affure  you  he  is  a  rank 
"  ufurer,  though  he  affects  the  man- 
"  ners  of  a  benevolent  man.     He  was 
'*  a  Jew,  and  turned  Catholick ;  but, 
««  in  his  heart,  he  is  (till  as  much  a 
"  Jew  as  ever  Pilate  was  j  for  they  fay 
"  he  abjured  for  interest." 

'  I  lent  an   attentive  ear  to  all  the 

«  difcourfe  of  the  tradefman  ,  and  did 

*  not  fail,  when  I  came  out  of  the 

*  cook's  (hop,  to  enquire  for  Samuel 
«  Simon's  houfe.     A  perfon  mewed  it 
'  to  me :  I  furveyed    his    Itoop ;  exa- 

*  mined  every  thing  j  and  my  imagi- 

*  nation,  ready  at  a  call,  Sketched  out 
'  a  ftratagem  which    I  digefted,  and 
'  which  appeared  worthy  of  the  valet 
'  of  Signior  Gil    Bias.       I  went  to 
«  a   broker's,    where   I   bought   thefe 
'  cloaths  j  one  fuit  for  acting  an  in- 
'  quidtor,  another  to  reprefent  a  fen- 

*  vener,  and  the  third  for  playing  the 
'  part  of  an  alguazil.' 

*  Ah,    my  dear    Ambrofe'.*    cried 
Don   Raphael,  interrupting  him 
tianfport  of  joy  ;  '  what  a  wonderful 
Cca  'idea! 
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«  idea !  what  a  glorious  plan  1  I  am 
'  jealous  of  the  invention;  and  would 
'  willingly  give  up  the  greateft  ftrokes 

*  of  my  life,  to  he  thought  the  author 
'  of  fucli  a  happy  icheme  !  Yes,  Lame- 
«  la,'  added  he,"  «  I  fee  all  the  richnefs 

*  of  thy  defign,  the  execution  of  which 

*  ought    to   give    thee   no   uneafinefs. 

*  Thou  haft  occafion  for  two  good  ac- 
'  tors  to  fecond  thee,  and  they  are  al- 
'  ready  found.     Thuu,   who  haft  the 
'  air   of  a  devotee,  will   a6l  the  in- 
'  quifitor    very   well j     I;  will    repre- 

*  fent  the  fecretary  ;  and  Signior  Gil 
«  Bias,  if  he    pleafes,  mall    play  the 

*  part  of  an   alguazil.     Thus,'  con- 
tinued he,  '  are  the  cues  diftributed  : 
'  to-morrow  we  will  aft  the  piece,  and 

*  I'll   anfwer    for  it's  fuccei's,  unlefs 
c  feme  of  thoie  unlucky  accidents  hap- 

*  pen,  which  confound  the  beft-con- 
'  certed  deHgns.' 

I  conceived  as  yet  but  very  confufed- 
Jy  the  project  which  Don  Raphael  liked 
io  much  $  but  the  whole  was  explain- 
ed to  me  at  fupper,  and  the  trick  feem- 
cd  ingenious.  After  having  difpatched 
part  of  our  venifcn,  and  made  our 
leathern  bottle  undergo  a  copious  eva- 
cuation, we  ftretched  ourfelves  upon 
the  grais,  and  were  afleep  in  a  very 
fiiort  time.  «  Get  up,  get  up  !'  cried 
Signior  Ambrofe,  at  day-break  j  '  peo- 

*  pie  who  have  great  enterprizes  to  exe- 

*  cute,  ought  not  to  be  lazy.' — *  Deuce 
'  take  you,  Mr.  InquifitorP  faid  Don 
Raphael,  waking  j  *  how  alert  you  are ! 
'  that  bodes  no  good  to  Mr.  Simon.' 
— e  1  grant  it,'  replied  Lamela  ;  '  and 

*  will   moreover   tell  you,  I  dreamed 
'  this  night,  that  I  plucked  the  hairs 
'  from  his  beard  :  is  not  that  a  vil- 
c  lainous  dream  for  him,  Mr.  Secre- 

*  tary  ?'     Thefc  jokes  were  followed 
by  a.  tlioufand  more,  which  put  us  all 
in  good-humour  :  we  made  a  chearful 
bixakfaft,  and  then   prepared  for  a6t- 
ing  our  feveral    parts.     Ambrofe  put 
on  the  long  gown   and  cloak,  which 
gave  him  all  the  air  of  a  cominifl'ary 
of  the  Holy  Offi:e:   Don  Raphael  and 
I  dreffed   ourfelves  iikcwife,  fo  as  to 
"K  ;r  a  pretty  good    iv  fumb!  ..ice  to  a 
fecretary  and  aljMKizil.    \Ye  f  Miployed 
a  good  deal  of  time  in  difguifing  our- 
felves ;  and  it  was  palt  two  o'clock  in 
tlic   afternoon    when   we    quitted    the 
wood,  and  iet  out  for  Xelva.     It  is 

indeed,  we  were  in  no  hurry,  as 
cur  comedy  would    not  b'gin  before 


the  twilight :  we  therefore  went  at 
a  very  flow  pace,  and  flopping  at  the 
city-gate,  waited  there. till  night. 

As  foon  as  it  was  dark,  we  left  our 
horfes  in  this  place  to  the  care  of  Don, 
Alphonio,  who  was  very  glad  that  he 
had  no  other  part  to  perform.  Don, 
Raphael,  Ambrofe,  and  I,  went  im- 
mediately into  a  publican's  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood  ;  and  Mr.  Inquifitor  going 
foremoft,  faid  to  the  landlord  with, 
great  gravity,  «  Mafter,  I  want  to  talk 
1  with  you  in  private.'  The  landlord 
carried  us  into  a  parlour,  where  La- 
mela rinding  him  alone  with  us,  faid, 
*  1  am  commifTary  of  the  Holy  Office,. 
1  come  hither  upon  a  very  important 
'  affair.'  At  thei'e  words,  the  publi- 
can grew  pale,  and  replied  with  a  faul- 
tering  voice,  that  he  hoped  he  had 
given  no  caule  of  complaint  to  the  Holy 
Inquifition  :  <  Therefore,'  replied  Am- 
brofe, '  it  has  no  intention  to  give  you 
any  trouble  :  God  forbid  that,  too 
prompt  to  punifh,  it  mould  confound 
innocence  with  guilt  !  it  is  fevere, 
but  always  juft :  in  a  word,  one 
muft  deferve  it's  chaftifements  before 
he  feels  them.  It  was  not  you  who 
brought  me  to  Xelva,  but  a  certain 
merchant,  called  Samuel  Simon,  of 
whom  we  have  received  a  very  bad 
report :  it  is  faid  that  he  is  fliil  a  Jew, 
and  embraced  Chriftianity  through 
motives  purely  carnal.  I  order  you, 
therefore,  in  the  name  of  the  Holy 
Office,  to  tell  me  what  you  know  of 
that  man.  Beware  of  excufmg  him, 
on  account  of  his  being  your  neigh- 
bour, and  perhaps  your  friend  j  for 
I  declare,  if  I  perceive  in  your  evi- 
dence the  leaft  referve,  you  yourfelf 
are  a  loft  man. — Come,  fecretary,* 
added  he,  turning  to  Raphael,  *  dp 
'  your  duty.' 

Mr.  Secretary,  who  already  had  his 
paper  and  inkhorn  in  his  hand,  fat 
down  at  a  table,  and  prepared,  \vh\\ 
the  moft  feiious  air  in  the  world,  to 
write  the  depofition  of  the  landlord  j 
who,  on  his  part,  protefled  that  he 
would  not  betray  the  truth.  '  Well 
*  then,'  faid  the  ronimiiraiy-inquifitor 
to  him,  '  let  us  begin  :  anlwer  only  to 
iny  queltiui  •.  j  I  alk  no  more.  Do 
ue  Samuel  Simon  frequent  the 
church  ?' — '  It  is  what  I  have  not 
oblerved,'  fdid  the  publican  j  'I  don't 
remember  tohavefeen  him  at  church.* 
— ••'  Good  I'cricd  the  inquifuor.  Write., 

«  that 
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*  that  lie  rs  never  ieen  at  church.'— 
'  I  don't  fay  fo,  Mr.  CommiflTary,'  re- 
plied the  .landlord;  *  I  only  fay,  that 

*  I  never  law  him  there  :  he   may  be 
«  in  the  fame  church  vvitli  me,  though 
'  I  don't  perceive  him.'  — '  Friend,' 
faid  Lamela,    *  you  forget   that   you 
c  muft  not,  in  your  examination,  ex- 

*  cu'fe  Simuel  Simon  :   I  have  told  you 
'  the  confequences   of  it.     You  muft 

*  mention  only  thofe  things  that  are 
'  againft  him,  and  not  one  word  in  his 

*  favour.' — '  If  that  be  the  cale,   Sig- 

<  nior  Licentiate,'  refumed  the  land-, 
lord,  '  you  can't  reap  much  from  my 
c  depofition  ;  I  am  not  acquainted  with 
'  the    merchant  in  queftion,  therefore 
'  can  fay  neither  good  nor  ill  of  him  j 
'  but  if  you  want  to  know  how  he 

*  lives  in  his  own  family,  I  will  go 

*  and  call  Gafpard  his  prentice,  whom 

*  you  may  interrogate  :  he  comes  here 
'  fometimes,  to  make  merry  with  his 
'  friends  ;  and  fuch  a  tongue  !  he  will 

*  difcover  the  whole  life  and  conver- 

*  fation  of  his  m after  ;  and,  I  warrant 
'  it,  find  employment  enough  for  your 

*  fecretary.' 

<  I  like  your  franknefs,'  faid  Am- 
brofe ;  «  and  you  fhew  your  zeal  for 
'  the  Holy  Office,  by  informing  me  of 

<  a  man  acquainted  with  the  morals 
'  of  Simon.     I  will  report  you  to  the 
«  inquifjtion.  Make  hafte, .then,'  con- 
tinued he,  *  and  bring  hither  that  fame 
'  Gafpard  whom  you  mention.     But 
'  do  things  difcreetly,  that  his  mafter 

*  may  have  nofufpicionof  whatpaifes.' 
The  publican  acquitted  himfelf  of  his 
pommiflion  with  great  ieciefy  and  dili- 
gence, and  brought  along  with  him 
the  merchant's  prentice,  who  was  juft 
fuch  a  very  talkative  young  fellow  as  we 
wanted.     '  Welcome,  child,'  faid  La- 
mela to  him;  *  you  fee,  in  me,  an  in- 
'  quifitor  nominated  by  the  Holy  Office 
'  to  take  information  againtt  Samuel 
'  Simon,  who  is  accufed  of  JudailYn. 
'  You  live  with  him,  and  of  confe- 

*  quence  are  witnefs    to   the  greateft 
'  part  of  his  behaviour.     I  believe  it 
1  is  unneceflary  to  advertife  you  of  the 
?  obligation   you  are  under  to  declare 
'  all  that  you  know  of  him,  when  I 

*  order  you  to  do  fo  in  the  name  of 

*  the  Holy  Inquilition.' — '  SjgniorLi- 

*  centiate,'  replied   the  young    man, 
'  I  am  very  ready  to  futisfy  you  on 
5  that  head,  without  being  command. 
(  ed  in  the  name  of  the  Holy  Office.  If 


«  my  mafter  was  to  take  me  for  his 
«  text,   I  am  perfuaded  that  he  would 

*  not  fpare  me  ;    I  will  therefore  deal 

*  as  plainly  with  him,  and  tell  you,  in 

*  the   firft  place,    that   he  is   a   cloie 
'  hunks,  whofe  true  fentiments  it  is> 
'  impoffible  to  difcover;   one  who  af- 

*  fe£ts  all  the  exteriors  of  a  holy  man, 

*  but  has  not  one  fcruple  of  virtue  at 
'  bottom.     He  goes  every  evening  to 
c  the  houfe  of  a  little  Abigail.'  —  'I 

*  am  glad  to  hear  that,'  faid  Ambrofc* 
interrupting  him  ;  *  and  I  fee,  by  what 

*  you  lay,  that  he  is  a   man  of  bad 
'  morals  :   but,  anfwer  precifely^to  the 
'  queftions  I  am  going  to  alk.     I   am 
'  particularly  enjoir.ed  to  learn  what 
'  are  his  fentiments  with  refpect  to  re- 

*  ligion.     Tell  me,   do  you  eat  pork 

*  in  your  houfe?' — «  I  don't  think,* 
replied  Gafpard,  'that  we  have  ate  of 
4  it  twice  during  the  whole  year  that  I 
'  have  lived  with  him.' — *  Very  well,* 
refumed  mafter-inquifitor  :  f  write,  fe- 

*  cretary,  that  pork  is  never  eaten  in 
'  the  houfe  of  Samuel  Simon.     But, 

*  to  make  amends  for  that,'  continued 
he,    '.you  doubtlefs  eat    lamb  fome- 
«  times.'— >c  Yes,  fometimes,'  replied 
the  prentice,   *  we  have  fome ;   for  ex- 
«  ample,  lall  Ealler/— '  A  Jucky  epo- 
'  cha  !'  cried  the  coinmiflary.  '  Write, 
'  fecretary,  that  Simon  keeps  the  pafT- 
'  over.  This  goes  on  excellently  well! 
'  and,  methinks  we  have  received  good 
'  intelligence. 

'  Beiides,  you  muft  tell  me,  friend,* 
added  Lamela,  '  if  you  have  never  feen. 
f  your  mafter  carefs  little  children.'— 
'  A  thoui'and  times,'  replied  Gafpard  j 
'  when  he  fees  little  ix>ys  pals  by  his 
'  Ihop,  if  they  are  at  ail  handibme,  be 
4  itops  and  fondles  'them.' — *  Write, 
'  Mr.  Secretary,'  faid  the  inquifitor, 
interrupting  him,  «  that  Samuel  Simon 
'  is  violently  fufpe6led  of  decoying 
'  Chriftian  children  into  his  houfe,  in 
'  order  to  cut  their  throats.  A  fine 
«  profelyte,  indeed! — Oh,  ho!  Mr. 

*  Simon,  you  mail  have  to  do  with 

*  the  Holy  Office,  takemy  word  for  it! 
'  you  muft  not  imagine  that  you  will 
'  be  allowed  to  make  your  barbarous 

*  facritices  with  impunity. — Courage  I 

*  zealous  Gafpard,  laid  he  to  the  pren- 
tice ;   «  declare   all   that  you  know  of 

*  the  matter;  and  give   us  to  under- 

*  ftund,    that  this  faife   Catholick  i§ 

*  more  attached  than  ever  to  the  Jew- 

*  ifh  cuftoms  and  ceremqnies.     Does 

«  not 
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c  not  he  fpend  one  day  of  the  week 

*  in  total  inaction  ?'— <  No,'  anfwered 
Gafpard,  *  I  have  not  obfcrved  that : 

*  I  only  perceive  that  on  fome  days  he 
'  fhuts  himfelfup  in  his  clofet,  where 

*  he  remains  a  longtime.'— •«  Ah,  ha!' 
cried  the  comrhifTary  j  «  he  keeps  the 

*  fabbath,  as  fure  as   I  am  an  inqui- 
'  fitor. — Mark,    fecretary,   mark  that 
'  he  religicufly  ohferves  the  faft  of  the 
«  fabbath.  Ah!  the  abominable 

*  wretch  !  I  have  only  one  thing  more 
'  to  afk.     Does  not  he  fpeak  alfo  of 

*  Jerufalem  ?'— *  Very  often,'  replied 
the  young  man  j  *  he  relates  to  us  the 

*  hiftory    of  the  Jews,    and  in  what 

*  manner  the  tcmjjle  of  Jerufalem  was 

*  deftroycd/ — 'Right!'  faid  Ambrofe. 

*  Mr.  Secretary,  let  not  this  piece  of 
'  intelligence  efcape  you  :    write,    in 

*  large  characters,  that  Samuel  Simon 

*  breathes  nothing  hot  the  reftoration 

*  of  the  temple  ;  and  that  he'meditntes 
'  r.ight  and  day  the  re-eftab!ifhment 

*  of   his  nation.     I  do  not  want  to 
'  know  any    morej    therefore,    it   is 
'  needlefs  to  afk  any  other  queftions  : 

*  what  the  trufty  Gaipard  has  depofed, 

*  is  enough  to  bring  a   whole  fyna- 


'  gogue  to  the  flake.' 
.  Mr. 


CommiiTary  of  the  Holy  Office 
raving  interrogated  the  prentice  in  this 
manner,  told  him  he  might  retire  ;  but 
ordered  him,  in  the  name  of  the  Holy 
Inquifition,  to  conceal  from  his  matter 
every  tittle  of  what  had  pafled.     Gaf- 
pard   having  promifed  to  obey,  took 
his  leave  ;  and  we  did  not  tarry  long 
after  he  went  out,  but  leaving  the  pub- 
lick-houfe  as  gravely  as  we  had  en- 
tered, went  and  knocked  at  the  door 
of  Samuel  Simon;  who  opened  it  with 
his  own  hand  ;  and  if  ht  was  aftonifh- 
ecl  to  fee  three  fuch  figures  as  we  were, 
he  Was  much  more  fo  when  Lamela, 
being  Ipokcfman,  faid  to  him,  with  an 
imperious  tone,  '  Mr.  Samuel,  I  com- 
mand vou,  in  the  name  of  the  Holy 
InquiJit.'on,  of  which  I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  be  commivTiry,    to   d>- 
into  my  bund,  this  inrtair 
of  your  clofet :    I  wur.t   r 
cannot  find  fomething  to  jti'lify  the 
information*  which  .  pre- 

fented  to  us  again  ft  you.' 
The  merchant,  confounded  at  thefe 
words,   reeled  tv/o  It^p-i  backward,   ?  > 
..:id  received  a  blow  cu  the  ilo- 
marh.      Far  fVc  -n  fufpt^ir- 
.trick,  he  b  .  ..:  urn*-: 


fecret  enemy  wanted  to  fubjcct  him  to 
the  fufpicion  of  the  Holy  Office  j  per- 
haps too,  knowing  himfelf  to  be  no 
good  Catholick,  he  had  caufe  to  be 
afraid  of  an  information.  Be  that  as 
it  will,  I  never  faw  a  man  more  dif- 
concerted  :  he  obeyed  without  refift- 
ance,  and  opened  his  clofet,  with  all 
the  refpecl  that  a  man  could  fhew,  who 
is  in  terror  of  the  inquifition.  « At 
*  leaft,'  faid  Ambrofe,  while  he  went 
in,  '  at  leaft,  you  receive  the  orders  of 
c  the  Holy  Office  without  contumacy. 
'  But,'  added  he,  <  retire  into  another 
'  room,  and  leave  me  at  liberty  to  per- 
'  form  my  function.'  Samuel  was  as 
obedient  to  this  order  as  to  the  firft  : 
he  remained  in  his  ihop,  while  we  three  ' 
entered  his  clofet,  and  began  to  fearch 
for  his  cafli,  which  we  eafily  found  j 
for  it  was  in  an  open  coffer,  and  in 
much  greater  quantity  than  we  could 
carry  off,  confuting  of  a  great  number 
of  bags  piled  upon  one  another  ;  but 
the  whole  in  filver.  We  mould  have 
liked  gold  better;  but  things  being  as 
they  were,  we  were  fain  to  accommo- 
date ourfelves  to  neceflity,  and  fill  our 
pockets  with  ducats.  We  fluffed  our 
breeches  with  them,  and  crammed  them 
into  every  other  part  which  we  judged 
proper  to  conceal  them.  In  ihort,  we 
were  heavy  laden,  though  our  cargo 
did  not  appear  ;  and  this  was  owing 
to  the  addrefs  of  Ambrofe  and  Don. 
Raphael;  who,  by  their  behaviour  on 
this  occafion,  let  me  fee  that  there  is 
nothing  like  one's  being  mafter  of  his 
trade. 

After  having  done  our  buftnefs  fo 
fuccefsfully,  we  came  out  of  the  clo- 
fet ;  and,  for  a  realbn  that  the  reader 
will  eafily  guefs,  Mr.  Inquifitor  took 
out  his  padlock,  and  fixed   it  to  the 
door  with  his  ewn  hand;   then  apply- 
ing the  leal,  faid  to  Simon,  <  Mr.  Sa- 
muel, I  forbid  you,  in  the  name  of 
the  Holy  Inquifition,  to  touch    this 
padlock,  as  well  as  the  feal,  which 
>.e  bound  to  refpect,    fince   it 
true  ical  of  tl  'ffice. 

I  will  return  at  the  famr- 
morrow,   in  order  to  take  it  ofF,  and 
bring  farther  orders  for   y:-'i:.'     So 
,  he  made   him  open  the  ftreet- 
vfuily  pall- 
ed, one  aftn  another.     Vv  hfe  .  we  had 
•.bout   fifty  yards,  we  bi-g.in  to 
wnlk  with  fuch  fpecd  and  nimbi 
-hat  vrr  fcarce  touched   the    ground, 

not* 
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notwithftanding  the  burdens  whicji  we 
carried.  We  Toon  got  our  of  town  ; 
and,  remounting  our  horfes,  pulhed 
towards  Segorba,  giving  thanks  to  the 
god  Mercury  for  fuch  an  happy  event. 


CHAP.    II. 

THE  RESOLUTION  WHICH  DON  AL- 
PHONSO  AND  GIL  BLAS  FORMED 
AFTER  THIS  ADVENTURE. 

\TI  7E  travelled  all  night  according 
VV  to  our  laudable  cuftom,  and 
found  ourfeives,  at  weak  of  day,  near 
a  little  village  two  leagues  from  Se- 
gorba. As  we  were  all  fatigued,  we 
willingly  quitted  the  highway,  to  get 
among  fome  willows,  which  we  per- 
ceived at  the  bottom  of  a  little  hill,  ten 
or  twelve  hundred  paces  from  the  vil- 
lage, in  which  we  did  not  think  proper 
to  (top.  We  found  that  the  willows 
yielded  an  agreeable  made,  being  wa- 
tered by  afmall  rivulet ;  and  the  place 
faiting  our  tafte,  we  refolved  to  lj>end 
the  day  in  it.  Alighting,  therefore, 
\ve  unbridled  our  horfes  to  let  them 
feed,  and  lay  down  upon  the  grafs, 
where  we  took  a  little  repofe.  We  then 
emptied  our  knapfack  and  leathern 
bottle,  and  having  made  a  plentiful 
breakfaft,  counted  all  the  money  which 
we  had  taken  from  Samuel  Simon,  and 
which  amounted  to  three  thoufand  du- 
cats ;  fo  that,  with  this  Aim,  and  what 
we  had  before,  we  might  have  boafted 
of  having  a  pretty  good  ftock. 

As  it  was  rieceffary  for  fome  of  us 
to  go  and  buy  provifion,  Ambrofe  and 
Bon  Raphael  having  quitted  their  dr'efs 
of  inquifitcr  and  iecretary,  faid  that 
they  would  take  that  charge  upon  them- 
felves ;  that  the  adventure  at  Xelva 
had  only  whetted  their  appetite ;  that 
they  longed  to  be  at  Segorba,  to  fee  if 
Ibme  occafion  would  not  offer  of  ttrik- 
ing  a  new  ftroke.  «  You  have  nothing 
to  do/  added  the  fon  of  Lucinda, 
but  wait  for  us  under  thefe  willows  j 
we  will  not  tarry,  but  rejoin  you  in  a 
very  (hort  time.' — «  Signior  Don  Ra- 
phael,' cried  I,  laughing,  *  bid  us 
rather  wait  for  you  till  doomfday  j  if 
you  leave  us  now,I  believe  we  need  not 
expecl  to  fee  you  fooner.' — <  We  are 
affronted  by  your  fufpicion/  replied 
Signior  Ambrofe ;  '  but  we  deferve  it 
fat  y«ur  hands ;  your  diftruft  is  ex« 


'  cufable,  after  what  we  did  at  Valla- 
'  dolid  }  and  we  cannot  blame  you  for 
'  thinking  that  we  will  make  no  more 
'  fcruple  of  forfaking  you,  than  of  a- 
'  bandoning  our  comrades  in  that  city : 
'  but,  however,  you  are  miftaken.  The 

*  confederates   from   whofe   company 
'  we  withdrew,  were  perfons  of  very 
'  bad  character,  and  their  fociety  be- 

*  gan  to  grow  infuppoi  table.  We  mull 

*  do  juftice  to  people  of  our  profeflion, 

*  by  affirming  that  there  are  no  aflb- 
'  ciates  in  civil  life  lefs  divided  by  in- 

*  terelt  than  they  j  but  when  there  is 
'  not  a  conformity  of  inclinations  a- 
'  mong  them,  their  good  underftand- 

*  ing  may  be  broke,  as  well  as  that  of  the 

*  reft  of  mankind.  Wherefore,  Signior 
'  Gil  Bias,'  added  Lamela,  *  we  beg 
f  that   you   and  Don  Alphonfo  will 

*  have  a  little  more  confidence  in  us; 

*  and  let  not  the  defire  of  Don  Raphael 

*  and  me  to  go  to  Segorba,  give  you 

*  the  leaft  uneafinefs.* 

4  It  is  an  eafy  matter,'  faid  the  fon, 
of  Lucinda,  <  to  rid  them  of  all  caufe 

*  of  anxiety  :  Jet  them  remain  mailers, 
'  of  the  cam,  and  then  they  will  have, 
'  in  their  own  hands,  good   Security 
'  for  our  return. — You   fee,  Signior 
'  Gil  Bias,'  added  he,  *  that  we  come 
'  to  the  point  at  once.    You  fhall  have 
'  pledges  in  your  hands,  and  I  can  af- 

*  lure  you  that  Ambrofe.  and  I  will  fet 
'  out  without   the  leaft  appreheniiorx 

*  of  your  giving  us  the  flip.     After. 
'  fuch  a  certain  mark  of  our  fidelity, 

*  won't  you  truft  entirely  to  our  pro- 
(  mile?' — *  Yes,  gentlemen,*  laid  I; 

*  and  you  may  now  do  what  you  pleafe.* 
They  departed  immediately  with  the 
leathern  bottle  and  knapfack,  leaving 
me  under  the  willows  with  Don  Al- 
phonfo j  who,  after  they  were   gone, 
faid  to  me,  *  Signior  Gil  Bias,  I  muft 
'  dilclofe  my.  fehtiments    to  you.     I 
(  upbraid  myfelf  with  having  had  the 

complaifance  to  come  fo  far  with! 
two  (harpers :  you  cannot  imagine 
how  often  I  have  repented  of  this 
ray  conduct.  Yefterday,  while  I  took, 
care  of  the  horfes,  I  made  a  thoufand 
mortifying  refleclions  :  I  confidered 
that  it  ill  became  a  young  man,  who 
has  principles  of  honour,  to  live  with 
.  fuch  wicked  wretches  asDon  Raphael 
and  Lamelaj  that  if  unluckily,  one 
day,  which  may  not  be  far  off,  a  trick 
mould  mifcarry,  by  which  we  (hall 
fall  into  the  hands  of  juftice,  I  mall 

<  be 
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«  be  (hamefu'ly  puniflied  with  them  as 
«  a  thief,  and  undergo  the  moft  in- 
«  famous  chatfilement.  Thcfc  images 

*  incclluntly  occur  to  my  fancy  ;  and 

*  I  own  I  have  refolved,  th:it  I  may  no 
'  longer  b*.  ar.  .;c.couij)licc  of  their  mif- 
'  demeanors,    io   ft  j,.;r;ae    from  them 

*  forever.    I  don't  believe/ continued 
he,  '  lliat  you  will  difapprove  of  my 

*  defign.' — '  No,  I'll  afTure  you,'  an- 
iwered  I ;   '  though  you   have  feen  me 
'  aft  the  part  of  an  alguazil,  in  the 

*  comedy  of  Samuel  Simon,  don't  ima- 

*  gine  that  thefe  fort  of  pieces   are  to 
'  my  tafte.     I  take  Heaven  to  witnefs, 
'  that  while  I  played  I'uch  a  fine  part,  I 

*  faid  within  myieif,   "  In  faith,  Mr. 
"  Gil  Bias,  if  Jultice  fhould  come  now 
"  and  feize  you    by  the  collar,   you. 
"  would  richly  dcferve  the  falary  which 
"  (he  would  beftow !"    I  feel  myfelf, 
'  therefore,  no  more  difpofed  than  you, 

*  Signior   Don  Alphonfo,   to  remain 
'  longer  in  fuch  good  company ;  and 

*  if  you  will  give  me  leave,  I  will  ac- 
'  company  you.    When  the  gentlemen 

*  return,  we  will  demand  our  (hare  of 

*  the  finances,   and  to-morrow  morn- 

*  ing,  or  "this  very  night,  bid  them  an 

*  eternal  adieu/ 

The  beautiful  Seraphina's  lover  ap- 
proved of  my  propofal :  '  Let  us,'  faid 
fie,  *  get  into  Valencia,  and  embark 
for  Italy,  where  we  may  engage  in 
the  Venetian  fervice.  Is  it  not  better 
to  carry  arms,  than  lead  this  bafe 
guilty  life?  we  (hall  even  be  in  a 
condition  to  make  a  pretty  good  fi- 
gure with  the  money  which  we  have  : 
not  that  I  can  uie  fuch  ill-gotten 
wealth  withput  rcmorfe;  but,  be- 
fides  that  I  am  compelled  by  necef- 
lity,  if  ever  I  make  the  lead  fortune 
in  war,  I  fwear  that  I  will  indem- 
nify Samuel  Simon.1  I  affuredDon 
Alphonlo  that  I  entertained  the  fame 
fentimentsj  and,  in  fhort,  we  refolved 
to  leave  our  comrades  next  morning 
before  (i;ty.  We  had  not  the  Jeait 
tcivij.iation  to  profit  by  their  abfence, 
that  is,  to  decamp  immediately  with 
the  cafli  :  the  confidence  they  had 
/hewn,  in  leaving  \is  maftrrs  ot  the 
money,  Aid  not  permit  us  to  haibour 
furh  n  thought. 

Amtrole  and  Don  Raphael  teiurncd 

from  Segorba  in  ihe  evening}  and  the 

firtt  thing  they  told  us  was,  that  their 

v  had  been  prulp(.ro:ij ;  that  they 

fjund.uion  of  a  Uiatagem, 


which  in  all  likelihood  would  be  more 
advantageous  than  the  lalt.  Accord- 
ingly the  fon  of  Lucinda  was  going  to 
inform  us  of,  the  particulars,  when 
Don  Alphonfo  declared  his  refolution 
to  leave  them  ;  and  let  them  know  that 
I  had  the  lame  intention.  They  ufed 
all  their  endeavours,  in  vain,  to  en- 
gage us  to  accompany  them  in  their 
expedition  ;  for  we  took  leave  of  them 
next  day,  after  having  made  an  equal 
partition  of  the  money,  and  proceeded 
on  our  wty  to  Valencia. 


C  II  A  P.    Jii. 

AFTER  WHAT  DISAGREEABLE  IN- 
CIDENT DON  ALPHONSO  FOUND 
HIS  WISHES  FULFILLED;  AND  BY 
WHAT  ADVENTURE  GIL  BLAS, 
.  OF  A  SUDDEN,  SAW  HIMSELF  IN 
A  HAPPY  SITUATION. 

WE  puflied  forward  chearfully, 
as  far  as  Bunol  j  where,  un- 
fortunately being  obliged  to  halt,  Don 
Alphonfo  fell  fick  of  a  high  fever,  with 
violent  paroxyfms,  which  made  me 
afraid  of  his  life.  Luckily  there  was 
no  phyfician  in  the  place,  and  I  was 
quit  for  my  fear  :  he  was  out  of  danger 
at  the  end  of  three  days,  and  my  care 
helped  to  re-eftablifh  his  health.  He 
(hewed  himfelf  very  fenfible  of  what  I 
had  done  for  him  5  and  as  we  felt  a  re- 
ciprocal kindnefs  for  one  another,  we 
fwore  an  eternal  friend/hip. 

We  betook  ourfelves  again  to  the 
road,  (till  refolved,  when  we  (hould 
arrive  at  Valencia,  to  take  the  firlt  op- 
portunity of  a  palfage  into  Italy:  but 
Heaven  difpofed  of  us  otherwife.  See- 
ing a  number  of  peafants,  of  bothfexes, 
dancing  in  a  circle,  and  making  merry, 
before  the  gate  of  a  fine  caftlc,  we  ap- 
proached to  behold  their  mirth ;  and 
Don  Alphonfo  expected  nothing  lefs 
than  the  furprize  with  which  he  was 
feized  all  of  a  fudden.  He  perceiv- 
ed the  Baron  dc  Steinbach  j  who  no 
(boner  knew  him  again,  than  he  ran 
to  him  with  open  arms,  faying,  in  a 
tianfport  of  joy,  '  Ah,  Don  Alphon- 
4  lo  !  is  it  you !  what  an  agreeable 
*  rencounter  is  this  !  While  enquiry  is 
'  made  after  you  all  over  the  kingdom, 
«  chance  preients  you  to  my  view.' 

My  companion,  alighting  immedi- 
ately, ran  and  embraced  the  baron, 

\vhyfe 
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^rhofe  joy  feemecl  immoderate.  *  Come, 

*  my  Ton,'  faid  the  good  old  man  to 
him ;  *  you  will  now  know  who  you 

•  are,  and  enjoy  the  moll  perfect  hap- 
'  pinefs.1     So  faying,   he  carried  him 
into  the  caftle,  which  I  likewife  entered 
along  with  them;  for  while  they  em- 
braced one  another,  1  had  alighted,  and 
tied  our  horfes  to  a  tree.     The  mailer 
of  the  caftle  was  the  firft  perfon  whom 
we  met.     He  was  a  man  about  fifty 
years  of  age,  and  of  a  very  engaging 
afpeft:  *  Signior,'  laid  the  Baron  de 
Steinbach,   prefenting  Don  Alphonfo 
to  him;  '  behold  your  fon !'    At  thefe 
words,  Don  Caefar  de  Leyva  (fo  was 
the  matter  of  the  cattle  called)  threw 
his  arms  about  Don  Alphonfo's  neck, 
and  weeping  with  joy,  *  My  dear  fon,1 
laid  he,  «  you  fee  in  me  the  author  of 

your  being ;  if  I  have  let  you  remain 
fo  long  in  ignorance  of  your  birth, 
believe  me,  I  did  in  that  a  cruel  vio- 
lence to  myfelf :  I  have  a  thouiand 
times  fighed  with  forrow;  but  I  could 
not  do  otherwife.  I  married  your 
mother  through  inclination,  though 
me  was  of  a  birth  inferior  to  mine, 
and  lived  under  the  authority  of  a 
harm  father,  who  reduced  me  to  the 
neceflity  of  keeping  fecret  a  mar- 
riage contracted  without  his  confent. 
The  Baron  de  Steinbach  alone  was 
in  my  confidence,  and  itw:is  in  con- 
cert with  me  that  he  brought  you  up. 
In  mort,  my  father  is  no  more,  and 
I  am  now  at  liberty  to  declare  you 
my  fole  heir.  This  is  not  all,'  added 

ie  ;  *  you  fhall  be  married  to  a  young 
lady,  whofe  nobility  equals  mine.'-— 
Signior,'  cried  Don  Alphonfo,  in- 

errupting  him,  *  do  not  make  me  pay 
too  dear  for  the  happinefs  which  you 
bertow.  Cannot  I  know  that  I  have 
the  honour  of  being  your  fon,  with- 
out learning  at  the  fame  time  that 
you  want  to  make  me  unhappy? 
Ah,  Sir  !  be  not  more  cruel  than 
your  own  father ;  who,  though  he 
did  not  approve  of  your  paflion,  was 
not  fo  fevere  as  to  force  you  to 
marry.'—-'  Son,'  replied  Don  Caefar, 
I  don't  intend  to  tyrannize  over  your 
affections  ;  but  be  fo  compiaifant  as 
to  fee  the  lady  whom  I  deftine  for 
your  bed  j  this  is  all  I  exa£l  of  your 
obedience.  Though  me  is  a  charm- 
ing creature,  and  a  very  advantage- 
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*  ous  match  for  you,  I  promife  not  to 
'  conltrain  you  to  make  her  your  wife. 
'  She  is  now  in  the  caftle  j  follow  me, 
'  and  you  will  own  that  there  never  was 
'  a  more  amiable  object.'     So  faying, 
he  conducted   Don  Alphonfo  into  an 
apartment,  whither  I  attended  them, 
with  the  Baron  de  Steinbach. 

There  was  the  Count  de  Polan,  with 
his  two  daughters,  Seraphina  and  Ju- 
lia, and  Don  Ferdinand,  his  fon-in- 
law,  who  was  nephew  to  Don  Caefar  j 
there  were  other  ladies  and  gentlemen 
prefent  allu.  Don  Ferdinand,  as  was 
already  obferved,  had  carried  off  Julia  4 
and  it  was  on  the  occaflon  of  the  mar- 
riage of  thefe  two  lovers  that  the  pea- 
lams  of  the  neighbourhood  were  af- 
fembled  to  mske  merry.  As  foon  a» 
Don  Alphonfo  appeared,  and  his  fa- 
ther had  prefented  him  to  the  com- 
pany, the  Count  de  Polan  got  up,  and, 
running  to  embrace  him,  faid,  '  Wel- 

*  come,  my  deliverer!  Don  Alphonfo,* 
added  he,  '  obferve  the  power  that  vir- 
tue has  on  generous  minds:  if  you 
killed  my  fon,  you  have  alfo  fayed 
my  life.     I  facrifice  my  refentment 
to  you,    and  give  you  that  Seraphina 
whofe   honour   you    have  prefervcd. 
In  this  manner  I  acquit  myfelf  of  my 
obligation.'     The  fon  of  Don  Casfar 

did  not  fail  to  tellify  to  the  Count  d« 
Polan  how  much  he  was  affected  with 
his  generoiity  ;  and  I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther he  felt  more  joy  in  difcovering 
his  birth,  or  in  learning  that  he  was  to 
be  Seraphina's  hulband.  In  effect, 
that  marriage  was  celebrated  in  a  few 
days  after,  to  the  infinite  latisfactkm 
of  the  parties  concerned. 

As  I  was  alfo  one  of  the  count's 
deliverers,  that  nobleman,  who  knew 
me  again,  allured  me,  he  would  take 
upon  himfelf  the  care  of  making  my 
fortune;  but  I  thanked  him  for  his 
generofity,  and  would  not  leave  Don 
Alphonfo,  who  made  me  fteward  of  his 
hotife,  and  honoured  me  with  his  con- 
fidence. Scarce  was  he  married,  when 
the  trick  which  had  been  played  upon 
Samuel  Simon  lying  on  his  confcience, 
he  fent  me  to  that  merchant,  with  all 
thojmoney  which  had  been  ftolen  from 
him.  I  went  accordingly  to  make  re- 
ftitution  j  and  began  the  bulinefs  of  a 
lleward  by  doing  that  which  ought  to 
be  the  end  of  it. 
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CHAP.    I. 

THE    AMOURS    OF    GIL    BLAS     AND 
DAME  LOREN^A  SEPHORA. 

r*v/*u  Went  accordingly  to  Xel- 
*£  J*  va,   to   make   reftitution 

>  I  <f  of  the  three  thoufand  du- 
cats  which  we  had  ftole 
from  Samuel  Simon  ;  and 
will  freely  own,  I  was 
tempted  on  the  road  to  convert  the  mo- 
ney to  my  own  ufe,  in  order  to  begin 
my  ftewardfhip  under  happy  aufpices. 
This  I  might  have  done  with  impuni- 
ty ;  for,  had  I  travelled  five  or  fix 
days,  and  then  returned,  as  if  I  had 
acquitted  mytelf  of  my  commiflion, 
Don  Alphonfo  and  his  father  would 
never  have  fufpe&ed  my  fidelity.  I 
did  not  yield,  however,  to  the  tempta- 
tion, but  furmounted  it  like  a  lad  of 
honour;  a  (ficlory  not  a  little  com- 
mendable in  a  young  fellow  who  had 
aflbciated  with  great  cheats.  There 
are  a  great  many  who,  though  acquaint- 
ed with  honeft  people  only,  are  not  fo 
fcrupulous^  thole  efpecially  who  are 
inuufted  with  turns  which  they  may 


keep  without  interefting  their  reputa- 
tion. 

Having  made  reftitution  to  the  mer- 
chant, who  expefted  nothing  lefs,  I 
returned  to  the  caftle  of  Leyva,  which 
the  Count  de  Polan  having  left,  had 
fet  out  again  for  Toledo,  with  Julia 
and  Don  Fernand.  I  found  my  new 
mafter  more  captivated  than  ever  with 
Seraphinaj  his  Seraphina  enchanted 
by  him  ;  and  Don  Csefar  charmed  with 
the  pofleflion  of  them  both.  I  endea- 
voured to  gain  the  friendship  of  that 
tender  father,  and  fucceeded :  I  be- 
came fteward  of  the  family,  regulated 
every  thing  in  it,  received  money  from 
the  farmers,  difburled  for  the  expence 
of  houie-keeping,  and  had  a  defpotick 
power  over  all  the  fervants.  But,  con- 
trary to  the  ufual  practice  of  Rewards, 
I  did  not  abufe  my  power.  I  did  not 
turn  away  thofe  domefticks  who  dif- 
pleafed  me,  nor  expected  that  the  reft 
mould  be  entirely  devoted  to  my  will  : 
if  they  addreifed  themfelves  directly  to 
Don  Caefar  or  his  fon,  when  they 
wanted  any  favour,  far  from  thwart- 
ing their  intereft,  I  always  fpoke  in 
their  behalf  j  befides,  the  marks  of  af- 
fection v/hich  I  every  moment  received 
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for  my  mafttrs,  infpired  me  with  zeal 
for  their  fervicc  t  and  I  had  nothing 
but  their  intertfl  in  view.  There  was 
no  legerdemain  in  my  administration  : 
and  I  was  fuch  a  fteward  as  is  not  every 
day  to  be  met  with.  While  I  enjoytd 
the  happinefs  of  my  comlition,  Love, 
as  if  he  had  been  jealous  of  what  For- 
tune had  done  for  me,  had  a  mind  that 
I  fliould  owe  lame  favours  to  him  alfp,$ 
and  produced  in  the  heart  of  Dame 
Lorenga  Sephora,  chief  waiting- wo- 
man to  Seraphina,  a  violent  inclina- 
tion for  mailer  lie  ward.  My  conqueft 
(to  relate  things  like  a  faithtul  hiltcri- 
an)  glanced  upon  her  fiftieth  yearj 
but  a  lively  look,  an  agreeable  coun- 
tenance, and  two  fine  eyes,  which  (he 
knew  how  to  ule  to  the  bell  advantage, 
might  be  laid  to  make  her  ftill  pals  for 
the  obje&of  an  intrigue:  I  could  have 
wimed  only  for  a  few  roles  in  her  com- 
plexion, for  Ihe  was  extremely  pale  j 
a  circumllance  which  I  did  not  fail  to 
attribute  to  the  aurterity  of  celibacy. 

The  lady  pra&iied  upon  me  a  long 
time  by  looks,  in  which  her  pailion 
was  painted j  but  inrrgad  of  anlWering 
her  glances,  I  at  mil  itemed  not  to 
perceive  her  delign  ;  by  which  beha- 
viour 1  appeared  to  her  as  a  novice  in 
gallantry,  a  dilcovery  that  the  did  not 
dillike.  imagining,  thea-.i'ope,  that 
toe  ought  no  longer  to  confine  herielf 
*o  the  language  of  the  eyes,  with  a 
youn^  man  whom  me  .believed  lei's 
knowing  thatt  he  was,  <i»iving  tire  very 
ftrlt  converfation  \vz  had  together,  me 
declared  her  ientiments  in  form,  that 
I  might  not  be  ignorant  of  them  for 
the  future.  This  Ihe  perfumied  like 
one  who  had  been  at  fchool.  She  feign- 
ed to  be  dilconcerted  while  me  Ipoke 
to  me  j  and,  after  having  freely  ex- 
prefied  all  that  (he  had  ttTiay,  hict  her 
face,  to  make  me  believe  fhe  was  a- 
fliamed  of  letting  me  fee  herwcaknels. 
'i'heie  vv;1 .-.  no  rt  tilt  ing ;;  and,  though 
I  was  determined  mere  by  vanity  than 
inclination,  i  iht.-v.xd  myiclf  very  ifenli- 
We  oi  -u  :  I  even  atfe&ed  to 

he   urgent;1  and    -a6l':d    the   j>;illionaie 
lover  l\j  well,  that  I  attracted   iu;i-  re- 
proaches.    Loren^H  leprovcd  n;t-r  but 
\vith    (o   much  -tentlv: 
!he    reco!inr.tnled   »ioi<cwtion  to:«e,- 
fhe  feem-d  r-or  ;;r  ail 
cf  it.      1  f«ouK{  i.a^.-  : 
farther,  i£:fJi«rl>  ;->ft  !ia<*  *ot 

ai V-.id  of  gifii^Skie  ri  bau  o; 


of  her  virtue,  by  granting  me  a  vi&ory 
too  cheap.  We  therefore  parted  till 
another  occafion  :  Sephora,  perfuadcd 
that  her  falfe  reAftance  raade  roe  look 
tipon  her  as  a  veftal  j  and  I,  elevated 
with  the  fweet  hope  of  bringing  the 
adventure  foon  to  a  conclufion. 

My  affairs  were  in    this   fituation, 
when  one  of  Don  Caefar's  lacquies  told 
me  a  piece  of  news  which  moderated 
my  joy.     This  young  fellow  was  one 
oi  thole  curious  domcfticks,  who  make 
it  their  bufmefs  to  dilcover  what  pafTes 
in  the  family.     As  he  was  very  allidu- 
ous  in  paying  his  court  to  me,  and  re- 
galed me  every   day  .wit!i    foraething 
new,  he  came  on,e  morning,  and  told 
me,  that  he  had  made  a  pleafant  dif- 
covery,  which  he  would  communicate 
to  me  on  condition  that  I  fhould  keep 
it  fecretj  becaufe  it  regarded   Dame 
Lorenga  Sephora,  whofe  rcientment  (lie 
faid)  he  was  afraid  of  incurring.     I 
was  too  eager  to  hear  what  he  had  to 
fay,  not  to  premife  lecrefyj  but,  with- 
out feeming  to  be  the  leaft  concerned, 
I  afked  him,  with  all  the  indifference  I 
eowld   afKecl,  what  the  dilcovery  was 
with  which  he  intended  to  entertain 
me.     *  Lorenya,' laid  he,  'every  even- 
ing privately  admits  int*  her  apart- 
ment the  furgeon   of  the  village,  a 
very  Horn  young  feliovr;    and    the- 
roguealwaya  remains  with  her  a  con- 
fiderable  tiiue.     I  am  willing  to  be- 
ikv«,'    anded   he,  -with   a  iatiric;)! 
mile,.  *  that   this  beluviotir   may   be 
vtry  innocent ;  but  you  molt  allow, 
that  a  young  man  who  flips  ib  niyi- 
terioully  into  a  maid's  chamber  give* 
a   handle  to  icandal  to  be  very  free 
with  her  • 

Although  th;s  report  gave  rj. 
much  pain  as  it  1  had  b-:cn  ^c^ualiy  n. 
love,  I  took  care  to  coi/v,L3l  my  -.   4 
tion  j  J  even  contirainedm)  (elf  Jo  much 
as  to  lau^h  at  the  news  that  j> 
;ne  to  the  very  Ibul.     But  i  indemnifi- 
ed myiclf  for  that  conllraint  as  foon  a* 
I  f:uv  mylelf  alone.      1  curled,  I  ; wore, 
and  muled  upon  the  itlolution  I  ii 
uke,     bonr^times,  deiptiiug  Lo: 
I    propotcd  to    ahatulon   bu ,   VV1 
even  aDigwog  to  come  to  an  r;xplana- 

,'jttheco<j'i- 

imagining  tti.it  1  \vas  bound  m  !i 
to  baiiiih  the  Jringtou  lioiu 

t^.iiTgll:    CjOOi^at  :   til! 
i.;cvaikd.     JL    lay   ia  anibuih  tov 

the 
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the  evening  j  and,  fure  enough,  per- 
ceived my  man  enter  with  a  mylierious 
air  into  the  apartment  of  my  duenna. 
This  was  neceflary  to  fupport  my  fury. 
1  went  out  of  the  caitle,  and  pofted 
mylelf  on  the  road  by  which  the  gal- 
lant mult  return :  here  I  waited  for 
hun  without  flinching,  and  every  mo- 
ment the  defire  of  righting  with  him 
increafed.  At  length  my  enemy  ap- 
peared, and  I  went  forward  fome  yards 
like  a  Drawcanfir  j  but  I  do  not  know 
how  die  devil  it  happened,  I  found 
myfelf  all  of  a  fudden  Seized,  like  one 
of  Homer's  heroes,  with  an  emotion 
of  fear  that  arrefted  my  ftepsj  and  I 
flood  as  much  confounded  as  Paris, 
when  he  prefented  himfelf  to  fight  Me- 
nelaus.  I  began  to  confider  my  man, 
who  leemed  ftrong  and  vigorous  j  and 
his  1  word  appeared  to  be  of  an  exceffive 
length.  All  this  had  it's  effec~l  upon 
me  3  nevertheless,  out  of  a  point  of 
honour,  or  otherwife,  though  I  faw 
die  danger  with  magnifying  eyes  j  and, 
in  Spite  of  nature,  which  made  oblti- 
nate  efforts  to  make  me  deSift,  I  had 
the  boldnefs  to  advance  towards  the 
furgeon,  and  unmeath  my  rapier. 

Surprized  at  my  aclion,    he  cried, 
«  What  is  the  matter,  Mr.  Gil  Bias  ? 

*  what  is  the  meaning  of  thefe  demon- 

*  ftrations  ?    You  are   pleaSed   to  be 
'  merry,  I  fuppoSe  ?'— '  No,  Mr.  Bar- 

*  ber,'  I  replied,  '  you  are  miftaken  j 
'  I  am  in  a  very  ferious  humour,  and 

*  want  to  know  whether  or  not  you 

*  are  as  brave  as  gallant.     You  muft 
4  not  expect  that  I  will  let  you  poffeSs 
'  in  tranquillity  the  favours  of  the  lady 
'  whom  you  vilit  at  the  caftle/— '  By 
'  St.  Come  *  !'  faid  the  furgeon,  budt- 
ing  into  a  loud  Laugh,  '  here  is  a  plea- 
'  iant  adventure.     Egad!  appearances 
«  are  very    deceitful.'       From   thefe 
words,   imagining  that  he  was  as  little 
inclined  to  right  as  I,  I  became  more 
infolent,  and  laid,  *  Friend,  that  won't 

*  paSs;  don't  think  that  I  will  be  fatis- 
1  tied  with  a  fimple  denial/—'  I  fee, 

*  then,'  anfwered  he,  <  that  I  mail  be 
«  obliged  to  Speak,  in  order  to  prevent 
'  the  mifchief  which  might  happen  to 
'  you  or  me  ;  and  I  mult  reveal  a  fe- 
'  cret,  although  people  of  our  profei- 
«  lion  cannot  be  too  diScreet.    If  Dame 
'  Lorenga  admits  me  by  Itealth  into 

*  her  apartment,  it  is  with  a  view  of 


207 

concealing  her  diftemper  from   thft 
fervants  :  me  has  an  inveterate  can- 
cer in  her  back,  which  I  drefs  every 
evening.     This  is  the  caufe  of  the 
vifits  which  alarm  you ;  fo  that  you 
may  henceforth  keep  your  heart  at 
eafe.     Though,*  added  he,  *  if  you 
are  not  fati'sfied  with  this  declaration, 
but  abfolutely  bent  upon  coming  to 
points,  fpeak  the  word  j  I  am  your 
man.*     So  faying,  he  drew  his  long 
rapier,  wUich   made  me   Ihiver  ;    and 
put  himfelf  upon  his  guard.  '  Enough,* 
faid  I  to  him,  fheathing  my  fword  j  <  I 

*  am  not  a  brute,  to  refufe   to   hear 
'  reaibn  :  after  what  you  have  told  me, 
'  you  are  no  longer  my  enemy  j  let  us 
'  embrace.' 

At  this  difcourfe,  which  mewed  hini 
that  I  was  not  fuch  a  devil  as  I  at  firtt: 
appeared  to  be,  he  laughed,  put  up  his 
rapier,  gave  me  his  hand;  and,  in 
fliort,  we  parted  the  bell  friends  in  the 
world. 

From  that  moment,  Sephora  prefent- 
ed nothing  but  difagreeable  ideas  to 
my  imagination  :  J  avoided  every  op- 
portunity  me  gave  me  of  converfing 
with  her  in  private  5  and  that  with  fuch 
care  and  affeclation,  that  (he  perceived 
my  difgult.      Aftonilhed    at   fuch   a 
change,  me  refolved  to  know  thecaulej 
and  at  length,  finding  an  occaiion  to 
fpeak  with  me  apart,   'Mr.  Steward  !' 
faid  (he,  *  pray  tell  me  why  you  avoid 
the  iight  of  me?     It  is  true,  I  made 
fome  advances,  but  you  made  fuit- 
able  returns.      Recollecl,     if    you 
pleafe,  the  private   conversation  we 
had  together :  you  was  then  all  fire, 
but  now  you  are  all  ice.  What  is  the 
meaning  of  all  this?'     This  was  a 
very  delicate  queftion  for  a  plain  man  ; 
consequently,  it  embarrafled  me  not  a 
little.     I  do  not  remember  the  anlwer 
which  I  made  $  but  it  difpleafed  very 
much,  and  that  was  enough.  Sephora, 
though,  by  her  fweet  modeft  air,  one 
would  have  taken  her  for  a  lamb,  was 
a  very  tygrefs  when  her  wrath  prevailed. 

*  I  thought,*  faid  me,  darting  at  me  a 
look  full  of  fpite  and  rage,  '  that  I  did 

a  great  deal  of  honour  to  a  little  fel- 
low like  you,  in  discovering  to  him 
thole  Sentiments  which  noble  cava- 
liers would  have  gloried  mexcuing; 
but  I  am  juitly  puniftied  for  having 
unworthily  abuied  them  to  a  wretch- 


St.  Cpme,  wa$  a  phyfician  andmar^rj  therefore  properly  invoked  by  the 
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*  ed   adventurer.'      Had    fhe   flopped 
tiere,    1  fhould  have  thought    myfelf 
cheaply  quit.     Her  tongue,  obedient 
to  her  fury,  honoured  me  \virh  an  hun- 
dred epithets,   every  one  more  bitter 
than  another.     I  ought  to  have  heard 
them  in  cool  blood,  and  reflected,  that 
in  difdaining  the  triumph  of  her  virtue, 
tvhich  I  had  attempted,  I  committed  a 
crime   that   no    woman    can    forgive. 
But  I  was  too  paffionate  to  bear  re- 
proaches, at  which  a  fenfible  man,  in 
ir.y  place,  would  have  laughed  ;  and 
my  patience  forfaking  me,  *  Madam,' 
laid  I,   *  we  ought  not  to  defpiie  any 

*  body ;    if  thofe  noble   cavaliers   of 

*  whom    you   fpeak,    had    feen   your 

*  back,  I  am  lute  their  curiofity  would 
'  have  proceeded  no  farther.'     I  had 
no  Iboner  uttered   this  repartee,  than 
the  furious  duenna  gave  me  the  rudell 
box  on  the  ear  that  ever  an  affronted 
woman  beftowed.     I  did  not  wait  for 
a  fecond  j  but,  by  a  1'peedy  flight,  a- 
voided  a  mower  of  blows,  that  would 
certainly  have  fallen  upon  my  carcafe. 

I  thanked  Heaven,  when  I  found 
myfelf  extricated  out  of  this  trouble- 
fome  affair ;  and  imagined  I  had  no- 
thing more  to  fear,  fmce  the  lady  had 
revenged  herfeif,  I  thought  that,  for 
her  own  honour,  fhe  would  never  men- 
tion the  adventure  ;  and,  indeed,  fifteen 
days  elapfed  before  I  heard  any  thing 
of  the  matter.  I  myfelf  began  to  for- 
get it,  when  I  tinderfiood  that  Sephora 
was  ill.  I  was  humane  enough  to  be 
afflifted  at  the  news :  I  pitied  the  lady  j 
and  believing,  that  not  being  able  to 
overcome  a  paflion  ib  ill  requited,  fhe 
had  fallen  a  vi&im  to  her  unhappy 
I  reflected  with  forrow  that  I 
war  the  caufebfher  indifpofltion,  and 
at  leaft  lamented  the  duenna,  if  1  could 
not  love  her.  How  much  VMS  I  mif- 
taken  in  my  opinion  !  her  ttndernefs 
changed  into  hate;  and,  at  that  time, 
her  whole fludy  was  to  do  me  mifchief. 

One  morning,  being  alone  with  Don 

Alphonlb,  and  obferving  that  young 

v.c.iilcnian  pcnfive  and  fad,  I   begged, 

in  a  rel'pccrful  manner,  to  know  the 

.   '  I  urn  chagrined,'  iUid  he,  '  to 

.>.erap!iin?.wcak,  ungrateful,  and 

'  nnjufl.     You   arc  aftonimcd  at  this 

'•rr.atiyn,'  added  he,    perceiving 

iiltcned  with  fill-prize  ;  *  and  yet 

*  nothing  is  raore  true.  1  don't  know 

.     ,  Uime 
•r  arc 


aflfuredly  become  fo  odious  to  her, 
that  if  you  don't  leave  the  caftle  with 
the  utmoft  difpatch,  her  death,  flic 
fays,  will  be  inevitable.  You  ought 
not  to  doubt  that  Seraphina,    who 
has  a  regard  for  you,  at  firft  revolted 
againft  a  hate  which  fhe  could  not 
gratify  without  injuftice  and  ingra- 
titude.    But  in  fhort,  fhe  is  a  wo- 
man :  fhe  has  a  tender  affeclion  for 
Sephora,  who  brought  her  up ;  and 
that  governante  is  a  fort  of  mother 
to  her,  whofe  death  fhe  would  re- 
proach herfelf  with,  if  fhe  was  not 
weak  enough  to  fatisfy  this  her  de- 
fire  :  as  for  my  part,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  love  that  attaches  me  to  Se- 
raphina, I  fhall  never  have  the  bafe 
complaifance  to  adhere  to  her  fenti- 
ments  on  this  fubje£l.  Perifh  all  the 
duennas  in  Spain,  before  I  confent 
to  the  removal  of  a  young  man  whom 
I  confider  more  as  a  brother  than  a 
domeflick  P 
Alphonfo  having  fpoke  thus,  I  faid 
o  him,  *  Signior,  I  am  born  to  be 
the  fport  of  Fortune  !  I  thought  fhe 
would  have  ceafed  to  perfecute  me  in 
your  houfe,  where  every  thing  flat- 
tered me  with  quiet  and  happy  days ; 
but  how  agreeable  foever  my  fitua- 
tion  may  be,  I  find  I  muft  give  it 
up.' — *  Not  at  all !'  cried  the  gene- 
ous  fon  of  Don  Caefar ;  '  leave  me  to 
make  Seraphina  hearreafon  :  it  fhall 
never  be  faid,  that  you  have  been 
facrificed  to  the  caprice  of  a  duenna, 
to  whom  too   much  deference   has 
been  paid  in  other  refpecls.* 
«  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  you  will  only  pro- 
voke Seraphina,  in  refilling  her  will. 
I  had  much  rather  retire,  than,  by 
a  longer  flay  in  this  place,  run  the 
rifque  of  breeding  any  divifion  be- 
tween fuch  a  happy  pair:  that  would 
be  a  misfortune  for  which  I  fhould 
never  be  confuted.' 
Don  Alphonfo  forbade  me  to  take 
any  fuch  refutation  j  and  I  law  him  ib 
fixed  in  the  defygn  of  fupporting  me, 
that  Lorenc,a  Would  undoubtedly  have 
met  with  a  rebuff,  if  I  had  been  mind- 
f.d  to  oppofe  her.     At  certain  times, 
being  piqued  againft  the  duenna,  I  was 
tempted   to   ex  pole  her;   but   when    I 
came  to  confider,  that  in  revealing  her 
fhamr,    I    fliould  ftab  the   heart  "of  a 
poor  creature  whofe  indifpofltion  I  was 
the  occnfion  of;  and  that  two  incu- 
rable dHHripers  tifibly  conduced  her 
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to  the  grave,  my  refentment  was  chan- 
ged into  compaflion  j  and  I  concluded, 
that  fince  I  was  iuch  a  dangerous  mor- 
tal, I  ought  in  confcience  to  re-efta- 
blifti,  by  my  retreat,  the  tranquillity 
of  the  caftle.  This  refolution  I  exe- 
cuted the  very  next  morning  before 
day,  without  bidding  adieu  to  my  two 
m afters ;  left,  through  friendfhip  for  me, 
they  mould  oppofe  my  departure.  I 
contented  myfelf  with  leaving  in  my 
chamber  a  writing,  wherein  was  con- 
tained an  exa&  account  of  my  admini- 
ftration. 


CHAP.    II. 

THE  FATE  OE  GIL  BLAS,  AFTER 
HE  QUITTED  THE  CASTLE  OF 
LEYVA,  AND  THE  HAPPY  CON- 
SEQUENCE THAT  ATTENDED 
THE  BAD  SUCCESS  OF  HIS  A- 
MOURS. 

I  Was  mounted  on  a  good  horfe  of 
my  own,  with  two  hundred  piftoles 
in  my  portmanteau,  the  beft  part  of 
which  I  had  got  by  the  banditti  whom 
we  flew,  and  the  mare  of  the  three  thou- 
fand  ducats  which  had  been  ftolen 
from  Samuel  Simon  j  for  Don  Alphon- 
fo,  without  making  me  reftore  what  I 
had  fingered,  had  made  reftitution  of 
the  whole  fum  out  of  his  own  pocket. 
Wherefore,  confidering  my  effects  as 
wealth  become  lawful,  I  enjoyed  it 
without  fcruple.  I  was  in  pofTeflion 
of  a  fund,  therefore,  which  did  not 
allow  me  to  be  much  concerned  tor 
the  future,  over  and  above  the  confi- 
dence which  one  of  my  age  always  has 
in  his  own  merit :  befides,  Toledo  pre- 
fented  an  agreeable  afylum  ;  for  I  did 
not  at  all  doubt  that  the  Count  de  Po- 
lan  would  be  pleafed  with  an  oppor- 
tunity of  obliging  one  of  his  deliverers 
with  a  kind  reception,  and  an  apart- 
ment in  his  houfe.  But  this  noble- 
man I  looked  upon  as  my  laft  refource ; 
and  refolved,  before  I  mould  apply  to 
him,  to  fpend  part  of  my  money  in 
travelling  through  the  kingdom  of 
Murcia  and  Grenada,  which  I  longed 

farticularly  to  fee.     With  this  deil^n 
fet  out  for  Almanfa,  whence  con- 
tinuing my  journey,  I  went  from  city 
to  city,  as  far  as  Grenada*,  without 


meeting  with  any  bad  accident.     For- 
tune, fatisfied  with  having  played  me  fa 
many  tricks,  feemed  willing  at  length 
to  leave  me  in  quiet :  but  for  all  that, 
(he  was  then  hatching  a  great  many 
more,  as  will  be  i'een  in  the  fequel. 
One  of  the  firil  perfons  I  met  in  the 
ftreets  of  Grenada,  was  Signior  Don 
Fernando  de  Ley  va,  who  was,  as  well 
as  Don  Alphonfo,  (bn-in-law  to  the 
Count  de  Polan.  We  were  equally  fur- 
prized  at  feeing  one  another   in  that 
place.     '  Gil  Bias  !*    cried  he,  <  how 
came  you  to  be  in  this  city  ?     What 
bufinefs  brings  you  hither  ?* — c  Sig- 
nior,' faid  I,  '  if  you  are  attonifhed 
to  fee  me  in  this  country,  you  will 
be  much  more  fo  when  you  hear  the 
caufe  of  my  quitting  the  fervice  of 
Signior  Don   Caefar    and  his  fon.' 
Then  I  recounted  all  that  had  palled 
between  Sephora  and  me,  without  the 
leaft  difguiie.     He  laughed  heartily  at 
the  adventure  ;  then  growing  ferious 
again,  *- Friend,'  laid  he,  'I  offer  you 

*  my  mediation  in  this  affair,  and  will 
'  write  to  my  iiftec-in-rlaw/ — 'By  no 

*  means,  Signior,'  laid  I,  interrupting 
him  j  *  pray  don't  write  j  for  I  did  not 

*  leave  the   caftle  of  Leyva  with  any 
'  intention  to  return.     Make,  if  you. 
f  pleafe,  another  ufe  of  the  regard  you 

*  have  forme  j  and  if  any  one  of  your 
'  friends  has  occafion  for  a  fecietary 
'  or  fteward,  I  beg  you  will  fpeak  to 

*  him  in  my  favour.  I  dare  allure  you, 
'  that  you  fhaii  have  no  caufe  to  re- 

*  pent  of  your  recammemlation/ 

'  With  ail  mv  heart,*  he  replied;   '  I 

*  will  do  what  you  defire  :  I  am  come 

*  to  Grenada  to  vifit  an  old  aunt  who 

*  is  fick,  and  I   (hall  Hay  here  three 

*  weeks  longer  j  at  the  end  of  which, 
«  I  mail  fet  out  on  my  return  to  my 
'  caftle  at  Lorqui,  where  I  have   left 

*  Julia.  I  lodge  here,'  added  he,  (hew* 
ing  me  a  houfe  about  an  hundred  yard* 
from  us  j  c  come  and  call  for  me  fome 
1  hours  hence ;   by  which  time,  per- 

*  haps,  I  fhull  have  diicovqred  fome 

*  fuitable  poll:  for  you.' 

And,  indeed,  at  our  very  next  meet- 
ing, he  laid,  '  The  Archbifhop  ofGrer 
'  nada,  my  kinfman  and  friend,  wants 

*  a  young  man  of  letters,  pofTefled  of 

*  a  good  hand,  to  make  fair  copies  of 
'  his  writings:   for  he  is  a  great  au- 

*  thor,  has  compofeda  valt  number  of 


*  Grenada,  the  capital  of  the  kirv^ir,  that  bear 


homilies, 
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homilies,  and  (Indies  more  every  day, 
which  he  pronounces  with  applaufe. 
As  I  believe  you  are  fuch  an  one  as 
he  wants,  I  propofed  you  to  him, 
and  he  has  promifed  to  take  you  in- 
to his  fervice.    Go  and  prefent  your- 
felf  to  him,  in  my  name  }  and  you 
may  judge,  by  the  reception  which 
you  (hall  receive,  whether  or  not  I 
have  fpoke  in  your  behalf.' 
This  was  fuch  a  place  as  I  defired  : 
wherefore,  having  drefled  to  the  beft 
advantage,  in   order  to  appear  beforte 
that  prelate,  I  repaired  one  morning 
to  the  archbifhop's  palace.    Here,  was 
I  to  imitate  the  authors  of  romance, 
I  fhould  give  a  pompous  defeription  of 
this  epifcopal  palace   of  Grenada  :   I 
•would  enlarge  upon  the  (truclure  of  the 
building,  extol  the  richnefs  of  the  fur- 
niture, defcribe  the   ftatues  and  pic- 
tures,  and  not  fpare  the  readers  the 
Icalt  tittle  of  the  ftories  they  reprefent- 
ed  :  but  I  mall  content  myfelf  with 
obfcrving,  that  it  equalled  the  royal 
palace  in  magnificence. 

I  found  in  the  apartments  a  crowd 
of  ecclefiafticks,  and  gentlemen  of  the 
fword,  the  greateft  part  whereof  were 
the  officers  of  his  grace  ;  his  almoners, 
his  gentlemen,  his  ufhers,  and  valets 
de  chambre.  The  laity  were,  almoft 
all,  fo  fuperbly  dreffed,  that  one  would 
have  taken  them  for  noblemen  rather 
than  domefticks, by  their  haughty  looks, 
and  affeclation  of  being  men  of  con- 
fequence.  While  I  beheld  them,  I 
could  not  help  laughing,  and  ridicul- 
ing them  within  myfelf.  «  £gad  !'  faid 
I,  *  thefe  people  are  very  happy  in 
'*  bearing  the  yoke  of  fervitude,  with- 
'  out  feeling  it  ;  for,  in  (hort,  if  they 
«  felt  5r,  I  imagine  that  their  beha- 
'  viour  would  be  lefs  afTuming.'  Ad- 
dreffing  myfelf  to  a  grave  jolly  perfc-n- 
:igc  that  flood  at  the  door  of  the  arch- 
\}\ [hop's  clofet,  in  order  to  open  and 
fliut  it  when  there  was  occalion,  I  afk- 
ed  civilly  if  I  could  not  fpeak  with  his 
grace.  «  Wait,1  faid  he,  dryly,  <  till 

*  his  grace  comes  out  to  go  to  mafs, 

*  and  he  will  give   you   a  moment's 

*  audience  in  parting.'  I  armed  myfelf 
with  patience,  and  endeavoured  to  en- 
ter into  converfation  with  fome  of  the 
officers  j   but  they  began  to  examine 
rne  from  head  to  foot,  without  deign- 
ing to  fpeak  one  fyllable  ;  and  then 
looked   at  one  another,  fmiling  with 

at  the  liberty  which  I  had 


taken  to  mingle  in  their  difcourfe.  I 
was,  I  own,  quite  tlifconcerted  at  fee- 
ing myfelf  treated  in  this  manner  by 
valets  ;  and  had  fcarce  recollected  my- 
felf from  the  confufion  in  which  I  was, 
when  the  clofet-door  opened,  and  the 
archbifliop  appeared. 

Immediately  a  profound  ftlence  pre- 
vailed among  his  officers;  who,  all  of 
a  fndden,  laid  afule  their  infolent  car- 
riage, and  afTumed  a  refpeftful  look  in 
prefence  of  their  mafter.  This  prelate 
was  in  his  fixty  and  ninth  year,  pretty 
much  of  the  make  of  my  uncle  Canon., 
Gil  Perez  ;  that  is,  plump  and  fhort  : 
he  was  very  much  bandy-legged  into  the 
bargain,  and  fo  bald,  that  he  had  only 
a  (mail  tuft  of  hair  remaining  on  the 
back  part  of  his  head  ;  for  which  rea- 
fon,  he  was  obliged  to  cover  his  head 
in  a  fine  woollen  cap  with  long  ears. 
In  fpite  of  all  that,  I  obferved  in  him 
the  air  of  a  man  of  quality;  doubtlefs, 
becaufe  I  knew  him  to  be  one.  We 
common  people  lopk  upon  all  your 
great  noblemen  with  a  prepofleflion. 
that  often  gives  them  the  air  of  great- 
nefs  which  nature  has  refufed. 

The  archbifhop  immediately  advan- 
cing towards  me,  afked  me  what  I 
wanted,  with  a  voice  full  of  fvveetnefs : 
and  I  told  him  that  I  was  the  young 
man  of  whom  Don  Fernando  de  Leyva 
had  fpoke  to  him.  He  gave  me  no 
time  to  proceed  ;  but  cried,  «  O  !  you 
are  the  perfon,  then,  of  whom  he 
fpoke  fo  handfomely.  I  ret? in  you 
in  my  fervice  ;  you  are  a  valuable 
acquifition.  You  may  (lay  where  you 
are.'  So  faying,  he  went  out,  (up- 
ported  by  two  ufliers ;  after  having 
heard  Come  clergymen,  who  had  ibme- 
thing  to  communicate.  Scarce  was  he 
out  of  the  room,  when  the  fame  offi- 
cers who  difdained  my  converfation, 
courted  it.  They  furroundcd  me,  and 
with  the  utmoft  complaifance  exprefTed 
their  joy  at  feeing  me  become  a  com- 
menfal  officer  of  the  palace.  Having 
heard  what  their  mafter  faid  to  me, 
they  had  a  longing  defire  to  know  on 
what  footing  1  was  retained  ;  but  I 
was  fo  malicious  as  to  baulk  their  cu- 
riofity,  in  revenge  for  their  contempt. 
His  grace,  returning  in  a  little  time, 
ir.ade  me  follow  him  into  his  clofet, 
that  he  might  talk  with  me  in  private. 
I  concluded  that  his  dellgn  in  fo  do- 
ing was  to  try  my  iuider(tinding  j  and 
accordingly,  kept  myfelf  on  my  guard, 

and 
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tuU  was  refolved  to  weigh  evefy 
before  1  fhould  fpeak  it.  He  iult  of 
all  examined  me  on  what  is  called  hu- 
manity ;  and  I  did  not  anfwer  amifs: 
he  had  occaiion  to  lee,  that  I  was 
pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  Greek 
and  Latin  authors.  He  then  put  me 
upon  logick,  where  I  expected  him, 
and  found  me  quite  mafter  of  that  fub- 
jeft.  *  Your  education,"1  laid  he  to 
me,  with  fame  furprize,  '  has  not  been 

*  neglected:  let  us  now  fee  your  hand- 
'  writing.'     I  thereupon  took  out  of 
ray  pocket  a  (heet,  which  I  had  brought 
for  the  purpofe  ;  and  the  prelate  leem- 
«t  very  well   pleated    with   ray    per- 
formance.    *  I  am  fatisfied  with  your 

hand,'  cried  he,  *  and  Hill  more  with 
your  underftanding.  I  (hall  thank 
my  nephew  Don  Fernando  for  hawing 
given  me  fuch.  an  able  young  man, 
whom  I  iooJc  upon  as  a  r?al  prefent.' 
Being  interrupted  by  .f-,«  arrival  of 
fome  noblemen  of  Grenada,  who  came 
to  diae  with  the  archrviihou,  I  left 
them  together,  and  withdrew  among 
the  officers,  who  were  quite  profule  in 
their  complaifance  to  me.  I  went  to 
dinner  at  the  ufual  time;  and  if  they 
ebierved  me  at  table,  1  did  not  fail  to 
examine  them  aiib.  What  fagacity 
there  is  in  the  exteriors  of  churchmen  ! 
To  rne  they  appeared  all  taints;  ib 
much  was  my  mind  over-awed  by  the 
place  where  I  was;  and  I  did  not  ib 
much  as.  iuipecfc  that  there  could  be  any 
falfe  coin  in  the  cafe :  as  if  no  fuch 
thing  was  ever  i'een  among  the  princes 
of  the  church  i 

Being  feated  by  an  old  valet  de 
chambre,  whole  name  was  Meichior  de 
la  Ronda,  he  took  great  care  ro  help 
me  to  the  choice  bits  ;  and  this  atten- 
tion, which  he  exprefled  for  me,  in- 
fpiring  me  with  a  reipecl  for  him,  he 
was  charmed  with  my  polite  behaviour. 

*  Signior  Cavalier/ 'laid   he  foftly  to 
me,  after  dinner,  «  I  want  to  have  Ibme 
'  private  conversation  with  you."     At 
the  fame  time  he  carried  me  .to  a  part 
ot   the    palace,    where    nobody   could 
overhear  us;  and  there  talked  to  me  in 
this  manner.    «  Son,  from  the  very  Arlt 

moment  in  which  I  law  you,  I  felt 
an  inclination  for  you  ;  of  this  I  will 
give  you  a  certain  proof,  by  impart- 
ing iomething  which  may  be  of  great 
advantage  to  you.  You  are  here  in 
a  family,  where  true  and  falfe  de- 
votees live  peil-mcilj  fw  that  it  will 


'•  be  an  infinite  time  before  you  can, 
'  of  youifelf,   be  acquainted  with  the 

*  ground.    But  I  will  fpnre  you  fuch  a 

*  tt-dious   and  difagreeable    ttudy,  by 

*  difcovering  the  characlers  of  both; 
'  after  which  you  may  the  more  eafily 
'  conducl  yourfelf. 

'  I  will  begin,'  added  he,  '  with  his 

*  grace,  who  is  a  very  pious  prelate, 

*  inceffantly  employed  in  edifying  an4 
'  reforming  the  people,  by  fermons  of 

*  his  own  compofition,  full  of  excel- 

*  lent  morals.     He  quitted  the  court 

*  above  twenty  years  ago,  i»  order  to 
«  devote  himfelf  entirely  to  his  zeal  for 

*  his  flock.     He  is  a  learned  man,  and 
'  a  great  orator,  vvhofe  fole  pleafil|-e 

<  confiils  in  preaching,  and  his  hearers 
'  are  ra-viflied  with  admiration.     Per- 
c  haps    there  re  a  little  vanity  in  the 
1  cafe;  but  befides  that  it  does  not  be- 
4  long  to  man  to  penetrate  the  heart, 
'  it  would  be  ungrateful  in  me  toen- 

*  quire  into  the  faults  of  a  perfon  whofe 
4  bread  I  eat.     If  I  was  permitted  to 

*  difapprove  of  any  thing  in  my  ma- 
'  fter,  I  would  blame  his  feverity.  In- 

*  Itead  of  making  an  allowance  for  ec- 

*  clefialtical  foibles,  he  puni/hes  them 
4  with  too  much  rigour :  in  particu- 
'  lar,    he  profecutes,  without  mercy, 

<  thofe  who,  relying  on  their  innocence, 
'  attempt    to  jultify  themfelves  in   a 

*  legal    manner,   in  contempt  of  his 

*  authority.     I  obftrve  another  fault 

*  which  is  common  to  him  with  a  great 
'  many  people  of  quality :  although  he 

*  loves   his  dometticks,   he  makes  no 

*  conlideration  for  their  fervices  ;  but 

*  lets    them  grow  old,  without  ever 

*  thinking  of  procuring  for  them  forrw 

*  fmall  fcttlement.     If  he  gives  them 

*  fome  gratifications  fometimes,   they 

*  owe  them  folely  to  the  goodnefs  of 

<  fomebody  who  has   fpoken  in  their 
'  behalf;    for   it  would   never   come 

*  into  his   head  to  provide  for  them 

*  otherwife.' 

This  is  what  the  old  valet  de  cham- 
bre told  me  of  his  mafter  j  and  he  af- 
terwards communicated  his  thoughts 
of  the  clergymen  with  whom  he  had 
dined  ;  pictures  which  but  ill  agreed 
with  their  external  deportment.  In- 
deed he  did  not  represent  them  as  dif- 
honeft  men,  but  only  as  bad  pricfts  j 
excepting  fome,  however,  whole  vir- 
tue he  very  much  extolled.  I  was  ria 
longer  at  a  lofs  how  to  regulate  roy 
features  among, ; hole  gentlemen  ;  that 
E  e  very 
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very  evening,  at  fupper,  I,  like  them, 
a  flamed  a  fige  afpect — a  taflc  that  cofts 
nothing;  fo  that  we  muft  not  wonder 
that  there  are  fo  many  hypocrites  in 
the  world. 


CHAP.     III. 

GIL  BLAS  BECOMES  THE  FAVOU- 
RITE OF  THE  ARCHBISHOP,  AND 
THE  CANAL  OF  HIS  BOUNTY. 

I  Had  been  in  the  afternoon  to  fetch 
my  baggage  and  horle  from  the  inn 
where  I  had  lodged  ;  after  which  I  re- 
turned to  fupper  at  the  palace,  where  I 
found  a  very  hsmdfome  chamber  and  a 
down  bed  prepared  for  me.  His 
grace  ordered  me  to  be  called  early 
next  morning,  and  gave  me  a  homily 
to  tranfcribe,  enjoining  me  to  copy  it 
with  all  poflible  exactnefs.  This  I 
performed  minutely,  without  having 
forgot  either  accent,  point,  or  comma  j 
fo  that  the  joy  he  exprefled  was  mingled 
with  fui prize.  *  Good  Heaven  !'  cried 
he  in  a  tranfport,  when  he  had  furveyed 
all  the  meets  of  my  copy,  l  was  ever  any 

*  thing  feen  fo  correct  i  You  tranfcribe 

*  lo  well  that  you  muft  certainly  under- 
'  ftand  grammar.  Tell  me,  ingenuouf- 
'  Ivjiny  friend, have  you  found  nothing 

*  that  mocked  you  in  writing  it  over? 
«  fome  neglect,  perhaps,   in  ftyle,   or 
'  improper   term?'  —  '  O,    Sir,'    an- 
fwered  I,  with  an  air  of  modefty,  *  I 
'  am  not  learned  enough  to  make  cri- 
'  tical  obfervations ;  and  if  I  was,  I 
'  am  perfuaded  that  the  works  of  your 

*  grace  would  efcape  my  cen lure/  The 
prelate  fmiled  at  my  reply  ;  and,  though 
he  faid   nothing,   difcovered,  through 
all  his  piety,  that  he  was  a  downright 
author. 

By  this  kind  of  flattery  I  entirely 
gained  his  good  graces  j  became  more 
and  more  dear  to  him  every  day;  and 
at  length  underftood  from  Don  Fer- 
nando, who  viftted  him  very  often,  that 
I  was  fo  much  beloved,  1  might  lor»k 
upon  my  fortune  as  already  made.  This 
my  mafler  himfclf  confirmed  to  me  a 
little  time  after,  on  the  following  oc- 
cafion.  One  evening  he  repeated  in 
his  clofef,  when  I  was  pielent,  with 
great  entlmfnfm,  an  homily  which  he 
intended  to  pronounce  the  next  day  in 
tltrt  cathedral;  and,  not  fatisfied  with 
afking  my  opinion  of  it  in  general, 


obliged  me  to  tingle  out  the  particular 
pafiages  which  I  moft  admired.     I  had 
the  good  luck  to  mention  thofe  that  he 
himlelf  looked  upon  to  be  the  heft,  his 
own   favourite   morceausj    by   which 
means  I  parted,  in  his  judgment,  for  a 
man  who  had  a  delicate  knowledge  of 
the  true  beautiVs  of  a  work.   '  This  is,' 
cried  he,  «  what  is  called,  having  tafte 
'  and  fentiment :  well,  friend,  I  allure 
*  you,thou  haft  not  got  Boeotian  ears.* 
In   a  word,  he  was  fo  well    fatisfied 
with  me,  that  he  pronounced  with  fome 
vivacity,  c  Gil  Bias,   henceforth  give 
thyfelf  no  uneafinefs  about  thy  for- 
tune}  I    undertake  to  make  it  ex- 
tremely agreeable  :  I  love  thee  }  and, 
as  a  proof  of  my  affection,  make  thee 
my  confident.' 

I  no  fooner  heard  thefe  words,  than 
I  fell  at  his  grace's  feet,   quite  pene- 
trated with  gratitude:  I  heartily  em- 
braced his  bandy  legs,  and  looked  up- 
on myfelf  as  a  man  on  the  highway  to 
wealth   and    opulence.      '  Yes,    my 
'  child,'  refumed  the  archbifhop,  whofe 
difcourfe  had  been  interrupted  by  my 
proftration  }  *  thou  fhalt  be  the  repo- 
titory  of  my  moft  fecret  thoughts. 
Liften  with  attention   to  what  I  am 
going  to  fay:  my  chief  pleafure  con- 
fifts  in  preaching}  the  Lord  gives  a 
blefling  to  my  homilies  ;  they  touch 
the  hearts  of  tinners,  make  them  fe- 
rioufly  reflect  on  their  conduct,  and 
haverecourfe  to  repentance.     I  have 
fometimes  the  fatisfaction  to  fee  a 
mifer,  terrified  by  the  images  which 
I   reprefent  to  his  avarice,  open  his 
treafures,  and  fquander  them  with  a 
prodigal  hand.     I  have  alfotore,  as 
it  were,  the  epicurean  from  his  plea- 
fures}    filled    hermitages   with    the 
fons   of   ambition,    ami    confirmed 
in  her  duty  the  wife  who  has  been 
fhakcn  by  the  allurements  of  a  fc- 
ducincr  lover.      Thefe  converfions, 
which  are  frequent,  ought  themfelves 
to  excite  my  ftmly :  neverthelels,  I 
will  confefs  my  weaknefs,  I  propofe 
to  myfelf  another  reward,   a  reward 
which  the  delicacy  of  my  virtue  re- 
proaches me  with  in  vain  !    I  mean, 
the  efteem  that  the  world  mews  for 
tine  polifhcd  writing.     The  honour 
of  being  reckoned  a  perfect  orator 
has   charmed    my  imagination:  my 
performances   are    thought   equally 
nervous  and  delicate  ;  but  I  would, 
of  all  things,  avoid  the  fault  of  good 
<  authors, 
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*  authors,  who  write  too  long,  and  ic- 
tire  without  forfeiting  the  leaft  tittle 
of  my  reputation.     Wherefore,    my 
dear  Gil  Bias,'  continued  the  prelate, 
one  thing  that  I  exacl:  of  thy  zeal  is, 
whenever  thou  fhalt  perceive  my  pen 
fmack  of  old  age,  and   my  genius 
flag,  don't  fail  to  advertife  me  of  it : 
for  I  don't  truft  to  my  own   judg- 
ment, which  may  be  feduced  by  felf- 
love.     That  oblervation  muft   pro- 
ceed from  a  difinterefted  underftand- 
ing ;    and  I  make   choice  of  thine, 
which  I  know  is   good,  refolved  to 
ftand    to   thy    decifion.' — {    Thank 
Heaven,  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  that  period  is 
far  off:  befides,   a  genius  like  that 
of  your  grace  will  preferve  it's  vigour 
much  better  than  any  other ;  or,  to 
fpeak  more  juftly,  will  be  always  the 
fame.     I  look  upon  you  as  another 
Cardinal  Ximenes,  whofe  fuperior  ge- 
nius, inftead  of  being  weakened  by 
age,  feemed  to  receive  new  ftrength 

.from  it.' — «  No  flattery,  friend,'  faid 
he,  interrupting  me;  *  I  know  I  am  li- 

*  able  to  link  all  at  once  :   people  at  my 

*  age  begin  to  feel  infirmities  ;  and  the 
infirmities  of  the  body  often  affecT:  the 
underftanding.     I  repeat  it  to  thee 
again,  Gil  Bias;   as   foon  as   thou 
malt  judge  mine  in  the  leaft  impair- 
ed, be  fure  to  give  me  notice;  and 
be  not  afraid  of  fpeaking  freely  and 
fincerely,  for  I  (hall  receive  thy  ad- 
vice as  a  mark  of  thy  affeftion.    Be- 
fides,  thy  intereft  is  concerned;  if, 
unhappily  for  thee,  it  mould  come  to 
my  ears  that  the-publick  fays  my  dif- 
courfes  have  no  longer  their  wonted 
force,  and  that  it  is  high  time  for  me 
to  repofe  myfelf,  I  frankly  declare, 
that  thou  malt   lofe  my  friendlhip, 
as  well  as  the  fortune  I  have  pro- 
mifed.    Such  will  be  the  fruit  of  thy 
foolifh  referve.' 

Here  my  patron  left  off  fpeaking,  in 
order  to  hear  my  reply;  which  was,  a 
promife  to  behave  according  to  his  de- 
iire.  From  that  moment  he  concealed 
nothing  from  me,  I  became  his  fa- 
vourite; an  event  which  none  of  his 
domefticks,  except  Melchior  de  la 
Konda,  could  perceive  without  envy. 
It  was  a  diverting  fcene,  to  behold  the 
manner  in  which  the  gentlemen  and 
fquires  then  lived  with  the  confident  of 
his  grace  :  they  were  not  afhamed  to  be 
guilty  of  grovelling  meanneffes,  in  or- 
der to  captivate  ray  good  will.  I  could 


fcarce  believe  they  were  Spaniards  I 
though  I*lid  them  good  offices,  with- 
out being  the  dupe  of  their  felfifh  com* 
plaifance.  His  grace  the  archbimop, 
at  my  requeft,  exerted  himfelf  in  their 
favour  :  to  one  he  procured  a  company, 
and  put  him  in  a  condition  to  make  a 
figure  in  the  army  ;  another  he  fent  to 
Mexico,  to  take  pofTeflion  of  a  conii- 
derable  poft  which  he  had  obtained  for 
him  j  and  my  friend  Melchior,  through 
my  means,  enjoyed  a  handfome  gra- 
tification. This  condefcenfion  con- 
vinced me,  that  though  the  prelate  did 
not  anticipate  people's  delires,  he  rarely 
refilled  any  favour  that  was  alked. 

But  what  I  did  for  a  certain  prieft 
deferves,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  told  : 
one  day,  a 'licentiate,  whofe  name  was 
Lewis  Garcia,  a  young  man  of  a  very 
good  appearance,  was  prefented  to  me 
by  our  Iteward ;  who  faid,  *  Signior 
Gil  Bias,  this  honeft  clergyman  is 
one  of  my  beft  friends  ;  he  was  chap- 
lain of  a  nunnery;  and  his  virtue 
has  not  eicaped  fcandal  :  fome  people 
have  done  him  ill  offices  with  hie 
grace,  who  has  fulpended  him,  and 
is  unhappily  fo  much  prejudiced  a- 
gainft  him,  that  he  will  lirlen  to  no 
Iblicitation  in  his  behalf.  We  have 
employed,  to  no  purpofe,  all  the  pei  - 
fons  of  rank  in  Grenada,  to  beg  that 
he  may  be  re-eftablimed  j  but  our 
mafter  is  quite  inflexible.' 
«  Gentlemen/  laid  I,  '  you  have 
gone  the  wrong  way  to  work  j  it 
would  have  been  better  for  Mr.  Li- 
centiate if  no  felicitation  had  been 
made;  for,  in  their  endeavours  to 
fervehim,  they  have  done  him  a  ma- 
nifeft  injury.  I  am  well  acquainted 
with  his  grace;  entreaties  and  re- 
commendations ferve  only  to  aggra- 
vate, in  his  opinion,  the  fault  of  an 
ecclefiaftick.  It  was  but  t'other  day 
I  heard  him  fay  to  himfelf,  "  The  • 

*  more  people  a  prieft,  who  has  been. 
{  guilty    of  irregularity,    engages  to 

*  fpeak  to  me  in  his  bthalf,  the  more 
'  is  the  fcandal  augmented,  and  th« 
'  more     ieverity    do    I    exercife."— - 

That   is    unfortunate,'    replied    the 

leward  ;   *  and   my  friend   would   be 

very  much  embarralTed,  if  he  was  not 

blefled  with  a  good  hand  :  happily 

for  him,   he  writes   to   admiration; 

and,  by  the  help  of  that  talenr,  keep* 

himfelf  out  of  difficulties.'     I  was 

curious  to  fee  if  this  writing,  fo  much, 

E  C  i  ' 


214 


ADVENTURES    Of    GfL 


extolled,  ivas  much  better  than  my 
own  :  and  the  licentiate,  who  had  a 
fpurimrn  in  his  pocket,  mewed  me  a 
page  that  I  admired  very  much  ;  for  k 
looked  like  a  writing-matter's  copy. 
While  I  con  filtered  this  beautiful  per- 
formance, a  thought  coming  into  my 
head,  I  defired  Garcias  to  leave  the 
paptr, -telling  him  that  I  might  poffibly 
make  ibme  nic  of  it  that  would  turn 
out  to  his  advantage;  that  I  could  not 
•explain  my  felt'  at  that  time,  but  would 
next  day  tell  him  more  of  the  matter. 
The  licentiate  to  whom,  in  all  pro- 
bability, the  Howard  had  made  an  elo- 
gium  of  my  genius,  withdrew,  as  much 
Satisfied  as  if  he  had  been  already  re- 
inftated  in  his  office.  I  was  truly  dc- 
iirous  that  he  might  be  fo;  and  that 
lame  day  laboured  for  him.  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner.  Being  alone  with  the 
archbiihop,  I  fhewed  him  the  writing 
of  Garcias,  with  which  ray  patron 
leemed  quite  charmed:  then  laying 
hold  'of  the  opportunity,  '  Sir,1  faid  { 
to  him,  *  fince  you  won't  caufe  your 

*  homilies  to  be  printed,  I  wilh  they 

*  were  at  lead  written  in  this  hand.' — 
4  I  am  iatistitfiS  with  thine/  aniwered 
the  prelate;  *  but  Town,  f  Should  not 

be  fony  to  have  a  copy  of  my  works 
in  that  hand." — '  Your  grace/  I  re- 
lied, *  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  fpeak  : 
the  man  who  paints  fo  well  is  a  li- 
centiate  of  my  acquaintance,   who 
w(U  be  ravi fired  to  do  that  fervicc 
for  you  ;  the  more,  bccauie  by  theft 
means  he  may  interett  yourgoodnefs, 
in  extricating  him  from  the  melan- 
choly iituation  in  which  he  has  the 
misfortune  to  be  at  prelent.1 
The  prelate  did  net  fail  to  afk  the 
name  of  the  licentiate:  upon  \vlnrh  I 
f;ud,  «   He  is   called    Lewis*   Garcias', 

*  and  i«  in  defpair  on  account  of  hav- 

*  ing    incurred    your    diipleafuiv.'— 
<  That  Garcias,'  f;:id  he,  interrupting 
me,  *  was,  if  lam  nor  miltaktn,  chap- 

*  lain  to  a  convent  of  nuns,  and  lies 

*  under  the  cenfure  of  the  church:   I 

*  remember  fomr.   informations  th.it  1 

*  ;•'.•'.  cived  a~uir.lt  himj  his  morals  arc 

*  but  indifferent.' — *  Sir/  laid  1,   in- 
tenupting  him  in  my  tun;,  '  1   will 
'not  undertake  to  jultify  him,-    but  I 

*  know  he  has  enemies  ;  and  pit" 
f  that  the  authors  of  thofe   ir.t. 

*  tions  which  you  have  iKu,  were  more 

*  bent  upon  doing  him  ill  oiiic*-s.  than 
1  on  telling  the  truth.'— •'    i'iut  may 


be/  replied  the  trchbifhop;  '  tlierfr 
are  abundance  of  very  dangerous  dif- 
yxition*    in    this  world.      Befides, 
granting  that  his  conduct  has  not 
been  always  irreproachable,  he  may 
have  repented  of  his  unifbeh'aviour'; 
and,  in  Oiort,  there  i s  mercy  for  every 
tran fgrcflion.      Bring  the  licentiate 
hither;   I  t.ik1--  off  his  fufpenfion.* 
Thus  it  is,  that  the  moft  fevere  men 
abate  ot  tin-it  leverity,  when  more  dear 
felf-imerrlt  is  concerned.     The  arch- 
bifliop  granted,   without  difficulty,  to 
the  vain  plcalure  of  having  his  works 
well  wiir,  that  which  he  had  refuitcf 
to  the  moft  powerful  folicitations.     1 
carried   the   news  immediately  to  the 
•fteward,    who   imparted  them    to    hij 
friend  Garcias,  who  the  very  next  day* 
coming  to  make  an  acknowledgment 
of  thanks  fuitable  to  the  favour  ob- 
tained, I  preiented  him  to  my  matter; 
who  contented  himfelf  with  reprimand* 
ing  him  ilightly,  a»d  gave  him  the  ho- 
milies to  tranfcribe.    Garcias  acquitted 
himlclf  I'o  well^  that  he  was  re-efta-» 
bl idled  in   his  miniftry,  and  even  ob-- 
taint d  the  living  of  Gabia,   a  large 
market-town  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Grenada. 


CHAP.    IV. 

THE  ARCHBISHOP  IS  SEIZED  WITH 
A  FIT  OF  THE  APOPLhXY.  THB 
DJLliMMA  IN-  WHICH  OIL  B.LAS 
FOUND  HIMSELF,.  AND  THE  M  t  * 
•J  HOI>  HE  TOOK  TO  EH  EXT.RI* 

.  ro. 

WHILE    I    thus   beftowed    n.; 
ia vices    on   different    people , 
Dun  Fernando  being   about    to 
Grenada,   1  vilited  that  noblenvm  be<- 
fore  his  departure,    in  order  to 
him  anew  for  the  excellent  poll  which 
he  had  procured  for  inc.      I  appeared 
to  him  16  well   fatisikd  with  my  con-, 
dition,    that  he  laid,    *  My  dear  Gil 
Bias,  I  am  rnvifiicd   to  ikd  tliee  lo 
well  pleafed  witli  my  uiu-ie  ihe  arch* 
hilhop.'— '  lam  charmed  with 
r'jplicd  ;  *  and  (hail  never  he  able  to 
/hew  myfelf  ^r^rtcfui  enough  h,; 

-itild 

ii;ive  conioled  me  for  the  iois  of  Don 
and  Ins  foil.'—'  1  am  pci.iu.id- 
t-d,'  anfwcrcil  he,  '  that  Ur 

mururtcd  at  you  abfonce  j- 
•  bat, 
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1  but,  perhaps,  you  are  not  feparated 

*  forever:  Fortune  may  one  day  bring 
'  you  together  again.'  Melted  by  thefe 
words,  I  fighed  ;  and  found  at  that  in- 
ftant  my  love  for  Don  Alphonfo   fo 
great,  that  I  would  have  willingly  a- 
bandoned  the  archbirtiop,  with  all  the 
agreeable  hopes  he  had  given  me,  to 
return  to  the  cattle  of  Ley  va,  iY  the  ob- 
ttaele  that  banifhed   me  from   it  had 
been  removed.  Don  Fernando  perceived 
the  emotions  of  my  foul,  which  pleafed 
him  fo   much,  that  he  embraced  me 
with  affection,  and  allured  me  that  his 
whole  family  would  always  bear  a  part 
in  my  deftiny. 

Two  months  after  this  gentleman's 
departure,  in  the  very  zenith  of  my  fa- 
vour, we  had  a  hot  alarm  in  the  epif- 
copal  palace :  the  archbi/hop  was  lei  zed 
with  a  fit  of  the  apoplexy  5  he  was, 
however,  iuccoured  immediately,  and 
fuch  falutary  medicines  admin  Utered, 
that  in  a  few  days  his  health  was  re- 
eftablifhed  :  but  his  undemanding  had 
received  a  rude  mock,  which  I  plainly 
perceived  in  the  very  next  diicourie 
which  he  compofed.  I  did  not,  how- 
ever, find  the  difference  between  this 
and  the  reft  Ib  fenfible,  as  to  make  me 
conclude  that  the  orator  began  to  ftag  j 
and  waited  for  another  homily  to  fix 
my  refoiuti.on.  This,  indeed,  was 
quite  decifive.  Sometimes  the  good  old 
pi-elate  repeated  the  fame  thing  over 
and  over  j  Ibmetimes  rofe  too  high,  or 
funk  too  low  :  it  was  a  vague  dif- 
courfe,  the  rhetorick  of  an  old  profei- 
for,  a  mere  capucinade*. 

I  was  not  the  only  perfon  who  took 
notice  of  this  :  the  greateft  part  of  the 
audience,  when  he  pronounced  it,  as  if 
they  had  been  alib  hired  to  examine  it, 
laid  foftly  to  one  another,  «  This  fer*, 

*  mon  iineils  ftrongly  of  the  apoplexy.1 
—'  Come,     Mafter    Homily-critick,' 
laid  I  then  to  myielf,  *  prepare  to  do 

your  office  j  you  ice  that  his  grace 
begins  to  fail  j  it  is  your  duty  to  give 
him  notice  of  it ;  not  only  as  the  de- 
pohtory  of  his  thoughts,  but  iike- 
wife,  left  fome  one  of  his  frierkls 
fhould  be  free  enough  with  him  to 
prevent  you  :  in  that  cafe,  you  know 
what  would  happen :  your  name 


'  would   be  erafed  from  his  laft  will, 

*  in  which  there  is,  doubtlefs,  a  bet- 

*  ter  legacy  provided  for  you  than  the 
'  library  of  the  Licentiate  Sedillo.' 

After  thefe  reflections,  I  made  others 
of  a  quite  contrary  nature.  To  give 
the  notice  in  queftion,  ieemed  a  deli- 
cate point:  I  imagined  that  it  might 
be  ill  received  by  an  author  like  him, 
conceited  of  his  own  works  ;  but,  re- 
jecting this  fuggeition,  I  reprefented 
to  myfelf,  that  he  could  not  poffibly 
take  it  amifs,  after  having  exacted  it 
of  me  in  fo  preffing  a  manner;.  Add  to 
this,  that  I  depended  upon  my  being 
able  to  mention  it  with  addrefs,  and 
make  him  fwailow  the  pill  without  re- 
luctance. In  a  word,  finding  that  I 
ran  a  greater  rifque  in  keeping  filence 
than  breaking  it,  I  determined  to  fpeak. 

The  only  thing  that  embarraffed  me 
now  was,  how  to  break  the  ice.  Luck- 
ily, the  orator  himfelf  extricated  me 
from  that  difficulty,  by  alking  what 
people  faid  of  him,  and  if  they  were 
latisfied  with  his  lart  difcourfe.  I  an-- 
fwered,  that  his  homilies  were  always 
admired  j  but,  in  my  opinion,  the  latt 
had  not  fucceeded  ib  well  as  the  reft, 
in  affecting  the  audience.  *  How, 

*  friend  !'  replied   he,    with   aftonilh- 
mentj  *  has. it  met  with  any  Ariftar- 

chus  *  ?'•— '  No,  Sir,'  faid  I  $  '  by  no 
means  :  fuch  works  as  yours  are  not- 
to  be  criticiied  j  every  body  is  charm- 
ed with  them.  Nererthelefs,  fine- 
you  have  laid  your  injunctions  upon 
me  to  be  free  and  lincere,  I  will  take 
the  liberty,  to  tell  you,  that  your  Jait 
difcourfe,  in  my  judgment,  has  not 
;altogether  the  energy  of  rour  other, 
performances.  Are  not  you  of  the 
fame  opinion  ?' 

My  matter  grew  pale  at  thefe  words; 
and  faid,  with  a  forced  fmile,  «  So 
then,  Mr.  Gil  Bias,  this  piece  is  not 
to  your  taile  !' — «  I  don't  lay  fo,  Sir,' 
ried  I,  quite  diiconcerted:  '  I  think 
it  excellent,  although  a  little  inferior 
to  your  other  .works.'— '  I  under - 
ftand  you-,*  he  replied  ;  'you  think  I 
flag,  don't  you  ?  Come,  be  plain  : 
you  believe  it  is  time  for  me  to  think 
of  retiring.'— *  I  mould  not  have  been, 
fo  bold,'  faid  I,  *as  to  fpeak  ib  free- 


*  Capucinade  j  a  farcafm  on  the  fermons  of  the  Capuchins,  not  remarkable  f*r  cgr- 
ftiiefe. 

f  Ariihrchus,  wa8  a  great  cricick. 
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Fy,  if  your  grace  had  not  coinm  t 
me  :  I  do  no  more,  therefore,  than 
obey  you  ;  and  I  moll  humbly  beg1 
tint  you  will  not  be  offended  at  my 
iom.' — c  God  forbid  !'  cried  he, 
with  precipitation ;   *  God  forbid  that 
i    mould    find   fault  with  it.     in   Co 
doing,  1   mould   be  very  unjuft.     I 
•  don't  at  all  take  it  ill  that  you  fpeak 
your  fentimenr  ;   it  is  your  fentiment 
only  that  I   find  bad.     I  have  been 
moft egregioufty  deceived  inyour  nar- 
row uuderitunding.1 
Though  1  was  diiconcertcd,    I  en- 
deavoured to  find  feme  mitigation,  in 
otcle.j  to   fet   things   to    rights   again  j 
but  how  is  it  poilible  to  appeafe  an  in- 
ccnied  author,  one  efpecially  who  has 
been  accuftorned  to  hear  hirnfelf  praif- 
ed  I     «  Say  no  more,  iny  child,"  faid 
he  ;   *  you  are  yet  too  raw  to  make  pro- 

*  per  diltinclions. .    Know,  that  I  ne- 

*  ver  compofed  a  better  homily  than 

*  that  which  you  dilapprovc  j   for  my 

*  genius,   (thank  Heaven  !)  hath,    as 

*  yet,    loit   nothing    of    it's    vigour. 
«  Henceforth  I  will  make  a  better-choice 
*-  of  a  confident,  and  keep  one  of  great- 
«,  er  ability  than  you.     Go,'  added  he, 
pufhing-  me  by  the  (boulders  out  of  his 
clolet;   *  go,   tell  my  treasurer  to  give 

*  you  an   hundred   ducats,    and  may 

*  Heaven  conduct  you  with  that  fum  !• 
••Adieu,  Mr.   GifBlas;   I  wifh  you 

*  all  manner  of  prosperity,  with  a  lit-- 

*  tie  more  tafte  [' 


CHAP.     V. 

THE  STEP  THAT  GIL  BLAS  TOOK 
AFTER  THE  ARCHBISHOP  HAD 
DISMISSED  HIM.  HIS  ACCIDEN- 
TAL MEETING  WITH  THE  LICEN- 
CE WHO  HAD  BEEN  SO  MUCH 
OBLIGED  TO  HIM}  WITH  THE 
GRATITUDE  OF  THAT  PRIEST. 

I  Went  out  of  the  cloftt,  curfing  the 
caprice,  or  rather  weaknel's,  of  the 
archbimopy  and  more  enraged  againft 
him  than  afllicled  at  the  lofs  of  his 
favour.  I  even  doubted  fome  time, 
if*  I  fliould  go  and  touch  my  hundred 
dncats;  but,  after  m.uuie  deliberation, 
I  was  not  fool  enough  to  refufe  them, 
j  cpnlideied,  that  this  money  would  not 
v  me  of  the  right  of  ridiculing 
the  prelate  j  in  which  I  was  refolved 
not  to*  be  wanting,  as  often  as  his  ho- 


milu's  Hiould  be  brought  upon  the  car- 
pet in  my  pretence. 

I   went,   therefore,    and    demanded 
tlu.'   hundred  ducats   of  the  treafurer, 
without  mentioning  a  iingle  word  of 
what  had  happened  between  his  mafter 
and  me  j  and  went  afterwards  in  queft 
of  Melchior  de  la  Ronda,  to  bid  him 
an   eternal    adieu.     He  loved  me  too 
much  to  be  infenfible  of  my  misfor- 
tune, which  while  I  recounted,  I  per- 
ceived that    grief  was  painted  in   his 
countenance.     In   fpite  of  all  the   re- 
fpeit  he  owed  the  archbimop,  he  could 
not  help  blaming  his  behaviour.     But 
as  I  {"wore,  in  my  rage,  that  the  pre- 
late fliould  pay  for  it,  and  that  I  would 
make  the  whole  town  merry  at.  his  ex- 
pence,  the  fage  Melchior  faid  to  me— 
Believe  me,  my  dear  Gil  Bias,  you 
had  better  fupprefs  your  refentment. 
People  of  an  inferior  rank  ought  al- 
ways to  relpeft  perfons  of  quality, 
whatever  caufe  they  may  have  given 
them    to  complain.     There   are,    I 
own,  fome  very  mean  noblemen,  who 
fcarce  deferve  the  leaft  confideration  ; 
but,  as  they  have,  the  power  of  doing 
milchief,  they  are  to  be  feared.' 
I  thanked  the  old  valet  de  chambre 
for  his  good  advice,  which  I  promifed 
toobferve.     f-  If  you  go,'  faid  he,  *  to 
Madrid,  you  mall  viiit  Jofeph  Na- 
varro,  my  jnephew,  who  is  clerk  of 
the  kitchen  to  SigniorDon  Balthazar 
de  Zuaiga,  and  (I  dare  fay)  a  young 
man  worthy  of  your  friend/hip;  frank, 
brifk,  obliging,  and  forward  to  ferve 
his  friends  :   I  wiih  he  and  you  may 
become  acquainted.1  I  aniwered,  that 
I  would  not  fail  to  wait  on  this  Jofeph 
Navai  ro,  on  my  firtl  arrival  at  Madrid, 
whither  i  was  determined  to  go.  I  then> 
quitted   the  archbiihop's  palace,  with 
an  intent  never  to  let  foot  in  it  again. 
If  I  had  ftill  been  in  poirefTion  of  my. 
honl-,  I  fliould  have,  perhaps,  let  out 
immediately   for  Toledo;  but  I  had- 
Ibid  him  while  I  was  in  favour,  believ- 
r  I  (hould  have  no  farther  occa- 
iion  for  his  iervice.     I  hired  a  furnifh- 
cd  room,  refolving  to  (lay  a  month  at  • 
Grenada,  and  then  repair  to  the  Count 
de  Polau. 

As  dinner-time  approached,  I  afked- 
of  my  landlady,  if  there  was  not  an 
eating- houfe  in  the  neighbourhood  i 
and  me  ahfweredfchat  there  was  an  ex- 
uie  a  few  it' pa  hum  her  houfe, 
where  there  was  \  accommo- 

dation, 
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dation,  and  a  great  deal  of  good  com- 
pany.   I  made  her  fhew  me  the  place  ; 
and  going  thither  a  little  after,  was  di- 
rected into  a  large  hall,  which  bore 
fome  refemblance  to  a  refectory.    Ten 
or  twelve  people  fat  at  a  large  table,  co- 
vered with  a  dirty  cloth, con  verting  with 
one  another, whi  Je  every  one  eat  his  own 
little  portion.     My  mefs  was  likewife 
brought,  which,  at  another  time,  would 
doubtlefs  have  made  me  regret  the  ta- 
ble I  had  loft;  but  I  was  then  fo  much 
piqued  againft  the  archbifhop,  that  the 
i'canty  allowance  of  my  eating-houie 
feemed  preferable  to  the  good  chear  I 
hadenjo;  ed  in  his  palace.    I  condemn- 
ed a  variety  of  di/hes,  and  arguing  like 
the    doctor  of  Valladolid,  «  Unhappy 
are  thofe,'  fai<l  I  to  myfelf,    '  who 
frequent  fuch  pernicious  tables,where 
one  muft  continually  be  on  his  guard 
againft  fenfuality,  for  fear  of  over- 
loading his   ftomach  !     Can  one  eat 
too   little?'     In   my  ill-humour,    I 
praifed  thofe  very  aphorifms  I  had  hi- 
therto very  much  neglected. 

While  I  difpatched  my  commons, 
without  fear  of  exceeding  the  bounds 
of  temperance,  the  Licentiate  Lewis 
Garcias,  now  beconae  vicar  of  Gabia 
in  the  manner  already  related,  came 
into  the  hall.  He  no  fooner  perceived 
me,  than  he  came  running  to  falute  me 
with  the  utmoft  eagernefs,  or  rather 
with  all  the  expreflions  of  exceffive  joy. 
He  hugged  me  dole,  and  I  was  obliged 
to  undergo  a  very  long  compliment  on 
the  fervice  I  had  done  him.  He  fa- 
tigued me  with  his  demonftrations  of 
gratitude.  *  'Fore  gad,  my  dear  pa- 
tron !  fince  I  have  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  meet  you  here,  we  fhan't 
part  without  a  glafs  j  but  as  there 
is  no  good  wine  in  this  eating- houfe, 
I  will  carry  you,  if  you  pleaie,  after 
our  fcanty  repaft,  to  a  place  where  I 
will  treat  you  with  a  bottle  of  fine 
dry  Lucena,  and  a  glafs  of  fine 
Mufcadine  of  Foncarrel.  We  muft 
certainly  commit  that  debauclu  I 
wifli  I  had  the  happinefs  of  enjoying 
you  a  few  days  only  at  my  parfon- 
age  of  Gabia.  There  you  (hould  be 
received  like  a  generous  Maecenas,  to 
whom  I  owe  the  quiet  and  eaf'y  iife 
I  lead.' 

^While  he  talked  to  me  in  this  man- 
jier,  his  allowance  was  ferved,  and  he 
went  to  work  ;  not  without  ceafing-, 
however,  to  entertain  me,  at  intervals, 


with  fomething  which  he  thought 
would  flatter  my  vanity.  I  had  laid 
hold  of  this  opportunity  to  fpeak  in  my 
turn  ;  and  as  he  did  not  Forget  to  en- 
quire about  his  friend  the  Seward,  I 
made  no  myftery  of  my  leaving  the. 
archbimop's  fervice.  i  even  related  to 
him  the  molt  minute  circumitances  of 
my  difgrace,  to  which  he  liftened  with 
preat  attention.  After  what  he  had 
(kid  to  me,  who  would  not  have  expect- 
ed to  hear  him,  penetrated  with  the 
moft  grateful  ibrrow,  exclaim  againlt 
the  archbifljop  ?  But  this  was  the  far- 
theft  thing  from  his  thoughts.  He 
grew  indifferent,  and  pen  five;  tiniflied 
his  dinner  without  fpeaking  a  word  $ 
then  rifing  fuddeply  from  table,  bid 
me  good  b'w'ye,  in  a  cool  manner,  and 
diiappeared.  The  ungrateful  wretch, 
feeing  me  no  longer  in  a  condition  to 
ferve  him,  luared  himfelf  even  the 
trouble  of  concealing  his  ientiments. 
I  laughed  at  his  ingratitude,  and  look- 
ing at  him  with  all  the  contempt  he 
deferved,  called  to  him  aloud,  that  I 
might  be  heard,  «  Holloa !  you  fage 

*  chaplain  of  nuns,  go  and  give  orders 

*  to  cool    that  delicious  wine  of  Lu- 

*  cena,  with  which  you  have  promiied 

*  to  regale  me,' 


CHAP.    VI. 

GIL  BLAS  GOES  TO  SEE  A  PL&Y  AT 
GRENADA.  HIS  ASTONISHMENT 
AT  THE  SIGHT  OF  ONE  OF  THE 
ACTRESSES}  AND  THE  CONSE- 
QUENCES OF  THAT  EVENT. 

GARCIAS  was  no  fooner  out 
of  the  hall,  than  two  well-dreff- 
ed  cavaliers  came  in  and  fat  down  by 
me:  they  began  to  talk  of  the  players 
of  the  Grenada  company,  and  of  a 
new  comedy  which  was  then  on  the 
ftage.  This  piece,  according  to  their 
difcourfe,  made  a  great  noife  in  the 
city  j  and  I  refolved  to  go  to  fee  it  that 
very  day  j  for  I  had  not  been  at  a  play- 
fin  ce  my  arrival  at  Grenada.  As  I  had 
almoft  ail  thut  time  lived  in  the  arch- 
bilbcp's  palace,  where  that  diverfion 
was  anathematized,  I  had  taken  care 
not  to  indulge  that  pleafure,  but  a~ 
mufe  myfeif  entirely  with  my  matter's 
hcrniiies. 

I  repaired,  therefore,  at  the  proper 
time,  to  the  [  'ay-houie,  where  I  found 

a  nume- 
I 
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a  numerous  afllmbly ;  overheard,  nil 
round  me,  dvliertations  on  the  piece, 
before  it  began  5  and  obferved,  that 
every  body  undertook  to  criticife  it. 
One  peribn  declared  himfelf  for,  ano- 
ther againft  the  performance.  '  Was 

*  there  ever  a  work  better  compofed  ?' 
fa  id  one  on  my  right.     *  What  a  piti- 

*  ful  ftyle!'    cried   one  on    my    left. 
Truly,  if  there  are  a  good  many  bad 
authors,  it  mult  be  allowed  there   are 
ftill  a  greater  number  of  wretched  cri- 
ticks;  and  when  I  confider  the  morti- 
fications that  dramatick  poets  muft  un- 
dergo, I   am  aftoni fhed  that  there  are 
any  fo  bold  as  to  brave  the  ignorance 
of  the   multitude,  and  the  dangerous 
cenfure  of  witlings,    who   fometimes 
corrupt  the  judgment  of  the  publick. 

At  length,  the  Gracioib  *  prefented 
himfelf  to  open  the  fcene.  He  was  fa- 
luteci,  on  his  firft  appearance,  with  a 
general  clap;  by  which  I  perceived 
that  he  was  one  of  thofe  fpoiled  actors, 
in  whom  the  pit  pardons  every  thing. 
And,  indeed,  this  player  did  not  fpeak 
one  word,  nor  perform  one  gefture, 
without  attracting  applaufe.  The  au- 
dience made  him  too  ienfible  of  the 
plealure  they  had  in  feeing  him  on  the 
ilage  ;  and  he  abufed  their  favour  ac- 
cordingly. I  perceived  that  he  fome- 
times forgot  himfelf  in  the  m.iddle  of 
a  icene,  and  put  their  prepofie flion  in 
'  his  behalf  to  too  fevere  a  proof;  for 
they  would  often  have  done  him  julHce, 
had  they  hiiTed  inftead  of  extolling 
him  to  the  (kies. 

There  was  likewife  a  clapping  of 
hands  at  the  appearance  of  fome  other 
actors  ;  and,  in  particular,  of  an  ao 
trel's,  who  performed  the  part  of  a 
waiting- woman,  whom  having  confi- 
dered  with  attention,  no  terms  can  ex- 
prefs  my  furprize,  when  I  recollected 
in  her  the  perfon  of  Laura,  my  dear 
Laura  L  whom  I  ftill  believed  to  be  in 
the  fervice  of  Arfenia  at  Madrid.  I 
could  not  doubt  that  it  was  (he  ;  her 
fhape,  her  features,  the  found  of  her 
voio;,  every  thing  afiured  me  that  I 
was  not  miftaken.  Neverthel.els,  as  if 
I  had  m.iltrulted  the  evidence  of  my 
eyes  and  ears,  I  a(ked  her  name  of  a 
cavalier  who  fat  by  me.  l  Hey  !'  (aid 
he,  '  from  whence  came  you  ?  It  feems 
«  you  are  jult  arrived,  fince  you  don't 
«  know  the  fair  E (tell a  !' 


The  refemblance  was  too  perfeft  foP 
me  to  be  deceived  by  this  difguife  ;  I 
could  eafily  conceive,  that  Laura,  when 
me  changed  her  condition,  had  alfo  al- 
tered her  name  j  and  curious  to  know 
her  fituation,  for  the  publick  is  gene- 
rally pretty  well  acquainted  with  the 
affairs  of  perfons  in  her  fphere,  I  beg- 
ged to  know  of  the  fame  man,  if  this 
Eitella  had  not  fome  gallant  of  im- 
portance. He  anfwered,  that  a  Por- 
tugueze  nobleman,  called  the  Marquis 
de  Marialva,  who  had  been  about  two. 
months  at  Grenada,  was  at  a  confi- 
derable  expence  on  her  account.  H<? 
might  have  told  me  a  great  deal  more, 
if  I  had  not  been  afraid  of  fatiguing 
him  with  queftions.  I  was  more  en- 
grofled  by  the  news  which  this  cava- 
lier had  told  me,  than  by  thereprefen- 
tation  of  the  play;  and  if  any  body 
had  afked  the  fubjeft  of  the  piece,  when 
I  came  out,  he  would  have  embarrafletf 
me  not  a  little  :  I  did  nothing  but  mufe 
upon  Laura,  (or  Eftella)  and  firmly  re « 
folved  to  go  and  vilh  her  next  day  j 
though  I  was  not  without  anxiety  about 
the  reception  I  (hould  meet  with.  1 
had  reafoQ  to  believe,  that  the  fight  of 
me  would'not  yield  her  much  pieafure 
in  this  brilliant  fituation  of  heraffairs  ; 
nay,  I  imagined  that  luch  a  good  ac- 
trefs,  in  order  to  revenge  herfelf  upon 
one  with  whom  (he  had  certainly  caufe 
to  be  diflatisfied,  would  probably  dif- 
claim  his  acquaintance.  All  this  diJ 
not  di(fuade  me  from  my  defign  of  go- 
ing. After  a  (light  repaft  (for  fuch 
only  my  eating-houfe  afforded)  I  went 
home  to  my  lodging,  where  I  waited 
impatiently  for  the  next  day. 

I  (lept  little  that  night,  and  got  up 
before  the  fun  ;  bur,  as  I  concluded 
that  a  nobleman's  miftrefs  would  not 
be  vifible  fo  ea-rly,  I  (pent  three  or  four 
hours  in  dreHmg,  maving,  powdering, 
and  perfuming;  refolving  to  prefent 
myfelf  before  her  in  fuch  a  condition 
as  would  give  her  no  caufe  to  blu(h  at 
feeing  me  again.  I  fallied  out  about 
ten  o'clock,  and  repaired  to  her  lodg- 
ing, to  which  I  received  a  direction  at 
the  houfe  where  the  players  lived.  She? 
poflTclfed  the  chief  apartment  of  a  large 
houle  ;  the  door  of  which  being  opened 
to  me  by  a  chambermaid,  I  told  her  that 
J  wanted  to  fpeak  with  Dame  Ellclla. 
The  maid  went  in  to  (i^nify  rcy  defire^ 


•J-  A  favourite  aftor, 


and 
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tnrJ  I  immediately  heard  her  miftrefs 
pronounce,  with  a  loud  voice,  '  Who 
'  is  the  young  man?    what  does   he 
'  want?     Let  him  come  in.'    By  this 
I  concluded  that  I  had  chofen  an  un- 
feafonable  time  for  my  vifit ;  that  her 
Portugueze  lover  was   at  her  toilet ; 
and  that  her  reafon  for   fpeaking   fo 
loud,  was  to  perfuade  him  that  (lie  ne- 
ver received  fufpected  meffages.     My 
conjecture  was  true  ;  the  Marquis   de 
Marialva  commonly  parted  the  morn- 
ing in  her  company  j  and   I  expected 
a  very  difagreeable  compliment,  when 
this  truly  original  actrefs,  feeinjg  me 
appear,  ran  to  me  with   open   arms, 
crying,  <  Ah  !  my  dear  brother,  is  it 
*  you  ?'   and  with  thefe  words,  em- 
braced me  feveral  times.     Then  turn- 
ing to  her  gallant,  *  My  lord,'  faid 
{he,  '  pardon  me  for  yielding  to  the 
force  of  blood  in  your  prefence.  Af- 
ter an  abfence  of  three  years,  I  can-, 
not  behold  a  brother,  whom  I  ten- 
derly love,  without  giving  him  fome 
marks  of  my  affection. — Well,  my 
dear  Gil  Bias,'  continued  /he,  ad- 
Irefling  me  anew,  «  tell  me  fome  news 
of  my  family:  in  what  condition  did 
you  leave  it  ?' 

This  queftion  embarraflfed  meat  firftj 
but  I  foon  difcovered  Laura's  intention, 
and  feconding  her  artifice,  anfwered 
with  an  air  fuited  to  the  fcene  we  had 
to  act,  *  Thank  Heaven,  filter,  our  pa- 
rents are  in  good  health.' — *  I  don't 
doubt,'  me  replied,  «  that  you  are 
aftonifhed  to  find  me  an  actrefs  at 
Grenada  j  but  do  not  condemn  me 
unheard.  Three  years  ago,  as  you, 
remember,  my  father  thought  he  had 
fettled  me  to  advantage,  by  giving 
me  in  marriage  to  Captain  Don  An- 
tonio Ccelo,  who  carried  me  from 
the  Afturias  to  Madrid,  where  he 
was  born.  Six  months  after  our  ar-. 
rival  in  that  city,  having  had  an  af- 
fair of  honour  brought  upon  him  by 
his  own  violent  humour,  he  killed 
a  cavalier  who  had  taken  it  in  his 
head  to  favour  me  with  fome  atten- 
tion. This  gentleman  being  related 
to  perfons  of  great  quality  and  cre- 
dit, my  hufband,  who  had  no  inte-. 
reft,  fled  into  Catalonia,  with  all  the 
money  and  jewels  he  could  find  in 
thehoufej  embarked  at  Barcelona, 
crofled  into  Italy,  engaged  in  the 
ferviceofthe  Venetians,  and  at  laft 
loft  his  life  in  the  Morea,  fighting 


againft  the  Turks.  In  the  mean  time, 
our  landed  eftate  was  confiscated, 
and  I  had  bat  a  very  final  1  jointure 
left..  ,What  could  I  do  in  fuch  a. 
troublefome  extremity  ?  I  could  not 
return  into  the  Afturias  :  for  what 
purpofe  go  thither?  all  the  confola- 
tion  I  mould  have  received  from  my 
family,  would  have  been  no  more 
than  fyrrtpathy  and  condolence.  On 
the  other  hand,  I  had  been  too  well 
educated  to  be  capable  of  embracing 
a  life  of  libertiniim.  Upon  what  de- 
termination then  could  I  fix  ?  I  have 
turned  actrefs  to  preferve  my  cha- 
racter.' 

The  Marquis  de  Marialva,  who  loft 
not  a  word  of  the  whole  difcou'rfe,  im- 
plicitly believed  every  iyllable  of  what 
Don  Antonio's  widow  was  pleafed  to 
utter.  He  even  joined  in  the  conver- 
fation,  and  aflced  if  I  was  in  any  bufi- 
nefs  at  Grenada  or  elfewhere.  I'  was 
in  fome  doubt,  at  that  inftant*  whe- 
ther or  no  I  fhould  tell  a  lye  ;  but 
thinking  that  unneceffary,  I  fpoke. 
truth,  recounting  every  circu,mftance 
of  my  entering  into  and  quitting  the 
archbifhop's  fervice  j  which  afforded 
infinite  diveifion  to  the  Portuguez* 
nobleman.  It  is  true,  that  notwith- 
landing  my  promife  to  Melchior,  I 
made  myfelf  a  little  merry  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  his  grace.  But  the  moft  di- 
verting part  of  the  fcene  was,  that. 
Laura,  who  thought  I  had  invented  a. 
ftory  in  imitation  of  her,  burft  out  into 
loud  fits  of  laughter,  which  file  would 
have  probably  fpared,  had  me  knowrt 
that  I  did  not  dilfemble. 

Having  ended  my  narration,  which.. 

I  finifhed  with  the  lodging  I  had  hired, 

word  was  brought  that  dinner  was  on, 

the  table.     Upon  which  I  would  have 

retired,  in  order  to  go  and  dine  at  my 

eating-houfe  j  but  Laura,  flopping  me, 

faid,  *  What  do  you  mean,  brother  L 

you  (hall  dine  with  me  :  and  I  won't. 

even  fuffer  you  to  live  any  longer  in  n. 

hired   room;   for  I  intend   you  mail 

both  eat  and    lod$e  in   my  houfe., 

Order  your  baggage  to   be  brought 

hither  this  eveningj  I  have  a  bed  to 

fpafe,1 

The  Portugueze  nobleman,  who  per- 
haps was  not  very  well  pleafed  with  this 
hofpitality,  addrefling  himfelf  to  Lau- 
ra, faid,  *  No,  Efteila  ;  you  have  oot 
*  convenience  for  him  in  thefe  lodg- 
'  ings.  Your  brother  feeirs  to  be  a 
F  f  «  pretty 
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'  pretty  young  fellow;  and  (the  ad- 
•   vantage  he  has   in   being  fb  near  to 
'  you,  interefts  me  in  his  favour.     I 
'  will   take  him  into  my  fervice:   he 
'mall  be  my  favourite  fecretary,  and 
«chief  confident.    Let  him  not  fail  to 
come  and  deep  at  my  houfe  this  very 
night;  for  I  will  ouU-ran  apartment 
to   he  prepared   for  the  purpofe.     I 
will  allow  him  a  i'alary  of  four  hun- 
dred ducats  5   and  if  in  the  fequel,  I' 
have  caufe,  as  I  hope  I  flial!,  td  be' 
fatisfied  with   his  behaviour,  I  wilT 
put   him  in    a   condition  to  xonfole 
himfeif  for  being  too  fincere  with  the 
.  archbifhop^  . 

'  The  acknowledgmen-fswhiclJ  I  made 
to  the  nihrq ills'  at  this  juncture  were' 
followed  by  thofe  of  Laura,  who  im- 
proved upon  mine.  So  faying,  he  fa- 
JiUed  his  theatrical  princefs,  and  went 
away.  She  led  me  immediately  into  a 
clofet,  where  feeing  herfelf  alone  with 
me,  '  I  fliould  burft,'  cried  ftie,  *  if  I 
*'was  obliged  to  refift  any  longer  the 
*" inclination  I  have  to  laugh.'  Then 
throwing  herfelf  into  an  eafy  chair,  and 
holding  her  fides,  (he  laughed  immo- 
derate!/;  as  if  flie  had  loft  her  fenfcs-, 
Pfound  itimpoiTible  not  to  follow  her 
example;  and  \vhen  we  had  indulged 
crurfelves  fufficiently,  '  Confefs,  Oil 
'  Bias,'  (aid  Hie,  «  that  we  have  acted 
'  a  pleafant  farce :  but  I  di'd  not  ex- 

*  pe6t  fuch  a  catalb'ophe;  my  defign; 
'  being  no  other  than  to  provide  for 
'  you  a  table  and  lodging  in  my  houfe  j 
«  which  that  I   rnight  offer   with  de- 

*  cency,  I  made  thee  pafs  for  my  bro- 
«  ther.  I  am  ravifhed  that  fuch  a  good 

*  poft  has  occurred  to   thee  by  acci- 

*  dent.     The  Marquis  de  Marialva  is 
'  a  generous  nobleman,  who  will  even 

*  exceed  his  ptomife  m   thy  favour. 

*  Another,'    added  me,  '  might  not, 

*  perhaps,  have  given  fuch  a  gracious 
«  reception  to  one  who  quits  his  friends 
'  without  bidding  them  farewel  :  but 
4  I  am  one  of  thofe  good  creatures, 

*  who  cannot  help  feeing  again,  with 

*  pleafure,  a  rogtie  whom  they  have 
4  once  loved/     I   candidly   acknow- 
ledged   my    impolite   behaviour,    for 
which  I  aficed  pardon.     She  then  con- 
dufted  me  into  a  very  handfome  din- 
ing-room, where  we  fat  down  at  table; 
and,  as  a  waiting-woman  and  lacquey 
\vere  prefent,  behaved  to  one  another 
like  brother  and  filter. 

Having  dincd>  \ve  went  back  t»  the 


fame  clofct  where  we  had  converted 
together  before.  There  my  incompa- 
rable Laura,  giving  a  loof'e  to  all  hrr 
natural  gaiety,  demanded  an  account 
of  all  my  adventures  fince  our  fepara- 
tion.  I  made  a  faithful  recital  of  the 
whole,  and  when  I  had  gratified  her 
curiofity,  fhe  gave  me  the  fame  fatir,- 
faction,  in  recounting  the  following^ 
hiltory  of  herfelf. 


CHAP.     VII. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  LAURA^ 

T  Am  going  to  relate,  as  fuccinclTy 
JL  *  as   I  can,  by  what  accident  f. 
embraced  the  profefTion  of  a  player. 
*  Great  events  happened,  after  you 
left  me  in  fuch  an  Nondurable  man-' 
ner.     My  miftrefs  Arfenia,   rathtr" 
tired  than  Jifgufted  with   the  world^ 
renounced  tht  ftage,  and  carried  me 
with  her  to  a  fine  eftate  which  flie  ha<i 
bought  near  Zamora,  with  the  price 
of  her  favours.    In  this  city  we  foori 
contracted  an  acquaintance  ;  and  go  - 
ing   thither   frequently,    to    pafs    a 
day  or  two,  came  back  again,  and 
(hut  ourfelves  up  in  our  caftle. 
«  In  oneofthefefmall  journies,  Don 
Felix  Maldonado,   the  corregidor's 
only  ion,  law  me  by  acciderit,  and 
happening  to   be    pleafed  with   my 
appearance,  fought   an    opportunity 
of  fpeaking    with    me    in   private  j, 
which,  that  I  may  conceal  nothing 
from    thee,    I    own,  was  facilitated 
by  myi'elf.    He  was    a  cavalier  not 
yet   twenty  years  old,  fair  as  Love 
himfelf,  a  perfect   model   in   Ihape, 
and  Itill  more  engaging  by  his  ga'- 
lant   and   generous  behaviour   than 
by  his  perfon  ;  for  he  made  me  an 
offer  of  a  large  brilliant,  which  he 
had  on  his  finger,  with  fuch  a  good 
grace,  and  prelling  intreaties,   that  I 
could  not,  for  my  foul,   refufe  it.    I 
did  not  poffefs  fuch  an  amiable  gal- 
lant  with  indifference.  But  what  mad- 
nefs  is  rt  in  Abigails  to  attach  thcm- 
felves  to  the  young  heirs  of  perfons 
in  authority  !  his  father,  the  moft  fc- 
vere  of  all  corrcgidors,  informed  of 
our  correfpondence,  made  halte   t» 
prevent  the  confequenccs  of  it,  and 
ordered  me  to  be  apprehended  by  a 
troop  of  alguazils,  who  carried  me, 
cf  my  cries,  to  the  Hoi- 
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*  pital  of  Companion  *.    There,  with- 
«  out  any  other  form  of  procefs,  the? 

*  fuperior  ordered  me  to  be  ftripped  ot- 

*  my  ring  and  drefs,  and  cloathed  with 
«  a  long  gown  of  grey  ferge,  girded 

<  atyout  me  with  a  ftrap  of  black  lea- 
«  tlier,  from  whence  a  rofary  of  large 
«  beads  hung  down  to  my  heels.  This 
«  being  performed,   I* was   conduced 
'  into  a  halJ,  where  I  found  an  old 

*  monk,  of  an    order  that  I  did  not 

*  know,  who   fell  a-preaching    peni- 
4  tence  tome,  much  in  the  fame  manner 
f  as  Dame  Leonardo  exhorted  thee  to 
'  patience   in    the   cavern.      He  told 
«  me  that  I  was  very  much  obliged  to 

*  thofe  who  caufed  me  to  be  (hut  up 

*  in  that  place,   for  they  had  done  me 

*  infinite  fervice  in  refcuing  me  from 
«  the  fnares  of  the  devil,  I  will  frank- 

*  ly  own    my  ingratitude ;    far  from 

<  thinking  myfeif  beholden   to  thofe 

<  'who  had  done  me  that  good  office,  I 

*  loaded  them  with  imprecations. 

'  Eight  days  I  pafled   in   afflicting 
•«  myfeif;    but  on    the   ninth    (for  I 

*  counted  the  very  minutes)  my  fate 

*  feemed  to  bear  another  afpeft.   Crof- 

<  fing  a  fmall  court,  I  met  the  fteward 
'  of  our  houfe,  a  perfon  who    ruled 

*  with   unlimited   fway;  the  fuperior 

<  herfelf  was  under  his  command  :  and 
'  he  rendered  an  accountof  his  lleward- 

*  fhip  to  none  but  the  corregidor,  on 

*  whom  alone  he  depended,  and  whofe 

*  entire  confidence  he  enjoyed.     His 

*  name  was  Pedro  Zendono  ;  he  was 
•*  born  in  the  town   of   Sellefdon  in 
'  Bifcay,  being  a  tail,   pale,    meagre 
'  man,  whofe  figure  would  have  ferved 
'  as  an  excellent  pattern   for  the  pic- 

*  ture  of  a  rank  rogue.     He  fcarce 

*  feemed  to  look  at  the  fitters  j  and, 

*  in   fhort,  thou  never  faweft  fuch  an 

*  hypocritical  face,  although  thou  haft 

*  lived  in  an  archbifhop's  palace. 

«  Well  then,"  laid  ffre,  «  I  met  this 

*  Signior  Zendono,  who  flopped   me, 
'  faying,  ««  Daughter,  be  comforted, 
*'  I  am  touched  with  yourmisfortune." 
'  He  faid  no  more,  but  went  about  his 

*  bufmefs,  leaving  me  to  make  what 
'  commentaries  I   pleafed   on  fuch  a 
'  laconick  text.    As  I  believed  him  to 

*  be  a  good  man,  I   innocently  con- 

*  eluded,  that  he  had  taken  the  trouble 
<  of  examining  into  the  caufe  of  my 
«  confinement,    and  finding   me  not 


guilty  enough  to  deferve  fuch  un-« 
worthy  treatment,  was  refolved  to  do 
7tie  a  good  office  with  the  corregidor. 
I  was  little  acquainted  with  the  Bif- 
cayan,  who  had  quite  other  inten- 
tions. He  then  refolved  in  his  mind 
the  fcheme  of  a  journey,  which  he 
imparted  to  me  a  few  days  afteV. 
t  My  dear  Laura,"  laid  he,  "  I  ani 

*  fo  much  affected  with  your  fuffer- 
'  ings,  that  I  am  refolved  to  put  an 
'  end  to   them   immediately.     In    fo 
'  doing,  I  know  [  mall  embrace  my 

*  own  ruin  :  but  I  am  no  longer  naaf- 
"  ter  of  myfeif.     I  intend  to  take  you 
t(  out  of  prifon  to-morrow,  and  con- 
"  duel  you  in  perfon  to  Madrid;  being 
"  refolved  to  facrifice  every  thing  to  the 
*f  pleafure  of  being  your  deliverer." 

*  I  was  ready  to  iwoon  with  joy  at 
thefe  words  of  Zendono,  who  judg- 
ing, by  my  acknowledgments,  that 
I  longed  for  nothing  fo  much  as  li- 
berty, had  the  impudence  to  carry 
me  off  next  day,  in  fight  of  every 
body,  by  the  following  ftratagem.  He 
told  the  fuperior,  that  he  had  orders 
to  bring  me  to  the  corregidor,  who 
was  at  a  pleafuie-houfe  two  leagues 
from  town;  and,  with  the  utmoft 
affurance,  made  me  get  into  a  poft- 
chaife  with  him,  drawn  by  two  good 
mules,  which  he  had  bought  for  that 
purpofef  and,  attended  by  no  other 
fervants  than  a  valet,  who  conducted 
the  chaife,  and  was  entirely  devoted 
to  the  lie  ward,  we  let  out,  not  for 
Madrid,  as  I  imagined,  but  towards 
the  frontiers  of  Portugal,  where  we 
arrived  before  the  Corrtegidor  of  Za- 
mora  could  get  notice  of  our  flight, 
and  fend  the  beagles  of  juftice  in  pur- 
fuit  of  us. 

*  Before  we  entered  Braganza,  the 
Bifcayan  made  me  put  on  a  fuit  of 
men's  cloaths,  which  he  had  the  pre- 
caution  to  provide  ;  and  now  look- 
ing upon  me  as  fairly  embarked  with 
him,  faid   to  me,  at  the  inn  where 
we  lodged,    "  Fair  Laura,    be  not 
*'  offended  with  me  for  bringing  you 
**  into  Portugal ;  for  the  Corregidor  of 
"  Zamora  will  make  fearch  for  us  in 
l(  our  native  country,  as   two  crimi- 
"  .nals  to  whom  Spain  ought  not   to 
"  afford  a  retreat.     But,"    added  he, 
"  we  can   ihelter  ourielves   from    hiS 
"  refentraentin  this  foreign  kingdom, 


The  hpuCe  o/.correOion. 


Ffa         "  although 
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<•*  although  it  be,  at  prefent,  under 
f  thedominion  oftheSpaniih  monar- 
«'  chy.  Here  we  fhall,  at  lealt,  be 
*'  more  fecure  than  in  our  own  coun- 
««  try.  Follow,  therefore,  a  man  who 
«  adores  youj  and  let  us  fettle  at 
*'  Coimbra,  where  I  will  become  a 
**  fpy  lor  the  Holy  Office  j  and,  un- 
«*  der  the  made  of  that  formidable  tri- 
**  bunal,  our  days  will  fmoothly  glide 
'*  in  eafe  and  plcrafure." 

*  Such  a  forward  propofal  gave  me 
to  understand  that  1  had  to  do  with  a 
cavalier  who  did  not  chufe  to  redrefs 
the  grievances  of  damfels,  merely  for 
the  glory  of  knight-errantry.    I  per- 
ceived that  he  depended  a  good  deal 
upon  my  gratitude,  and  ftill  more  up- 
on my  diltrefs.   Neverthelefs,  though 
thefe  two  confiderations  fpoke  to  me 
in  his  behalf,  I  rejected  his  propofal 
with  difdain.     'Tis  true,  indeed,  I 
had  two  ftrong  reafons  for  fhewing 
myfelf  foreferved :  I  difliked  his  per- 
fon,  and  dirtrufted  his  circumftances. 
Rut  when,  returning  to  the  charge, 
he  offered  to  -wed  me,  as  a  prelimi- 
nary, and   mewed  me  that  his  ftew- 
ardfliip  had   put  him  in  a  condition 
to  enjoy  himfelf  for  a  long  time,  I 
won't  deny  that  I  began  to  liften  to 
his  addreiTes.     I  was  dazzled  by  the 
gold  and  jewels  which  he  fpread  be- 
fore me  j  and  found*  by  experience, 
that    as    many    metamorphofes    are 
made  by  intueft  as   by  love.     My 
Bifcayan   became,  gradually,   quite 
another  man   in  my  eyes  :  his  tall 
withered  carcafe  affumed  the  form  of 
a   fine   fhapej  his    pale  complexion 
feemed  agreeably  fair  j  and  1  gave  a 
favourable  appellation  to  his  hypo- 
critical look.     I  then  accepted   his 
hand,  without  relu&a*ice,  in  the  face 
of  Heaven,  which  He  called  to  wit- 
nefs  our  engagement.     After  this  he 
fuffered  no  contradiction  on  my  part  j 
we  fet  out  again  on  our  travels  ;  and, 
in  a  fhort  time,   Coimbra  beheld  a 
new  family  within  it's  walls. 

*  My   hiiiband    purclnfed    for   me 
fome  handfome  clpaths,  adapted  to 
my  own  fex,  and  preferred  me  with 
feveral   diamonds,,  among   which  I 
recollecltd   that  of  Don  Felix  Mal- 
donada.     This  difcovery  was  fiiffi- 
cien1'  to  make  me  conceive   how  all 
the  jewels  I  bad  Iten  were  acquired, 
and  to  perfuade  me  that  I  had  not 
married  a  fcrupulous  obftrver  of  &e 


feventh  article  of  the  decalogue.  But, 
conlidering  myfelf  as  the  firft  caufe  or 
his  dexterity,  I  forgave  him  in  my 
heart :  for  a  woman  will  excufe  even 
the  bad  actions  which  her  beauty 
prompts  the  men  to  commit;  other- 
wife,  I  mould  have  thought  him  an 
execrable  villain. 

'  I  was  pretty  well  fatisfied  with 
him  for  two  or  three  months,  during 
which  he  behaved  in  a  gallant  man- 
ner, and  feemed  to  love  me  with 
great  tendernefs  :  nevertheleis,  thefe 
marks  of  affection  were  falfe  ap- 
pearances ;  for  the  rogue  cheated  me 
at  laft.  One  morning,  on  my  return 
from  mafs,  I  found  nothing  at  home 
but  bare  walls  ;  the  whole  furni- 
ture, with  all  my  baggage,  was  car- 
ried off:  Zendono,  and  his  faithful 
valet,  had  taken  their  meafures  fo 
well,  that,  in  lefs  than  an  hour,  the 
general  pillage  of  the  houfe  had 
been  begun  and  finifhed,  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  with  the  cloaths  only 
which  I  had  on  my  back,  and  the 
ring  of  Don  Felix,  which  was  luck- 
ily on  my  finger,  I  faw  myfelf  a- 
bandoned^y  an  ungrateful  wretch, 
like  another  Ariadne.  But,  I  aflure 
thce,  I  did  not  amufe  myfelf  with 
making  elegies  on  my  misfortunes  j 
I  rather  thanked  Heaven  for  having 
delivered  me  from  fuch  a  wretch, 
who  could  not  fail,  foon  or  late,  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  jufticej  and 
looked  upon  the  days  we  had  fpent 
together  as  I'o  much  loft  time,  for 
which  I  would  foon  make  myfelf  a- 
mends.  Had  1  been  defirous  of  Hay- 
ing in  Portugal, and  attaching  myfelf 
to  fome  lady  of  faftiion,  I  mould  not 
have  wanted  a  place  :  but,  whetheV 
I  loved  my  own  country,  or  was  in- 
fluenced by  the  force  of  deftiny,  which 
prepared  a  better  fortune  for  me  here, 
I  refolved  to  return  to  Spain  ;  and 
applying  to  a  jeweller,  who  gave  me 
ready-money  for  my  ring,  let  out 
with  an  old  Spnnifh  lady,  who  was 
going  in  a  chaifeto  Seville. 
'  This  perlbn,  whole  naine  was  Do- 
rothea, had  been  to  vifit  one  of  her 
relations  fettled  at  Coimbra,  and  was 
on  her  return  to  Seville,  where  fhe 
lived.  There  was  fuch  a  fympathy 
between  her  difpofition  and  mine  that 
we  became  friends  the  very  tint  day 
of  our  journey  ;  and  our  mutual  at- 
ftftion  grew  fo  ftrong  on  the  road, 
*  that, 
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that,  on  our  arrival,  the  lady  would 

fuffer  me  to  lodge  no  where  but  in 

her  houfe.     I  had  no  cau'e  to  repent 

of  my  acquaintance,  for  I  never  knew 

a  woman  of  a  better  character ;  and 

one  might  ftill  perceive,  by  her  fea- 

tures,  and  the  fparkling  of  her  eyes, 

that  in  her  youth  many  a  guittarhad 

been  thrummed  on  her  account:  in- 

deed,  flie  was  the  widow  of  feveral 

'noble  hufbands,  and  lived  in  an  ho- 

nourable  manner  on    the   jointures 

which  me  enjoyed. 

'  Among  otherexcellent qualities,  fhe 

had  that  of  being  very  compaffionate  to 

unfortunate  young  women.  When  I 

imparted  to  her  my  own  ftory,  iheen- 

tered  warmly  into  my  interefts,  and 

bellowed  a  thoufand  curfes  on  Zendo- 

no.  "  What  degsthefe  men  are  !"  faid 

fhe  j  in  a  tone  that  made  me  guefs  me 

hadmetwithfomeltewardinherwayj 

perfidious  wretches !  I  know  there 

are  fuch  villains  in  the  world,  who 

div«rt  themfelves  in  deceiving  wo- 

men.     What  I  ana  plealed  at,  my 

dear  child,"  added  me,  «'  is,  that, 

according  to  your  relation,  you  are 

no  longer  bound  to  that  perjured 

Bifcayan :    if  your  marriage   with 

him  was  good  enough  to  fecure  your 

refutation  j  by  way  of  recom pence, 

it' is  alfo  bad  enough  to  permit  you 

to  contract  a  better,  whenever  you 

can  find  an  opportunity." 

'  I  went  abroad  every  day  with  Do- 

rothea,  either  to  church,  or  to  vilitj 

and  this  being  the  way  to  meet  with 

fome  adventure  foon,  I  attracted  the 

notice  of  feveral  cavaliers :  who,  in 

order  to  found  th«  bufinefs,  made 

intereft    with     my    old    landlady  : 

but  fome  had    not  wherewithal   to 

make  a  good  fettlement,   and  others 

were  ftill  minors  j  fo  that  I  had  not 

the  leaft  defire  of  liftening  to  any  of 

them.     One  day,   Dorothea   and  I 

took  a  whim  of  going  to  fee  a  play  at 

Seville  *j  and,  upon  confulting  the 
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*  bill,  we  found  that  the  players  intend- 
'  ed  to  act  La  famofa  comedia,  el  em- 
1  laxador  d<?  Si  mtjrnot  compofed  by 
'  Lope  de  Vega  Carpio. 

*  Among  the  actrefles  who  appear- 
'  ed  on  the  ftage,  I  di (covered  my  old 

*  friend   Phenicia,    that    jolly   merry 
'  wench  whom  thou  haft  feen  when  fhe 

*  was   waiting-maid    to   Florimonda, 
'  and  with  whom  thou  haft  fometimes 
'  flipped  at  Arfenia's  houfe.     I  knew 
'  that  me  had  not  been  in  Madrid  for 

*  two  years  before,  bat  was   ignorant 
'  of  her  being  an  actrefs.     Having  an 
'  eager  defire  of  embracing  her,  I  found 
'  the    piece    very    tedious :    but   this 
'  might  be  the  fault  of  the  actors,  who 

*  played  either  too  ill  or  too  well  to 
'  yield  me  amufement;  for  as  to  me, 

*  who  am  a  merrv  creature,  I  own  rny- 
1  felf  as  much  diverted  by  a  player 
'  who    is   perfectly  ridiculous,    as  by 

*  one  who  is  excellent  in  his  way. 

*  At  length,  the  moment  I  waited 
'  for  being  arrived,  that  is,  the  end  of 
'  La  famofa  comedia\   my  widow  and 

*  I  went  behind  the  fcenes,  where  we 
«  perceived    Phenicia  acting   the  co- 

*  quette,  and  liltening  with  affectation 
'  to  the  foft  warbling  of  a  young  bird, 
'  which  it  feems  had  allowed  itfelf  to 

<  be  infnared  by  her  declamation.  She 
'  no  fooner  obferved  me,  than  quitting 
'  her  admirer  with  a  courteous  air,  me 

<  came  towards  me  with  open   arms, 
'  and  loaded  me  with  careifes.      We 
'  expreffed  our  mutual  joy   in    feeing 
'  one  another  again  ;  but  the  time  and 

<  place  not  permitting  us  to  launch 

*  out  into  a  long  converfation,  we  de- 
'  ferred  it  till  next  day,  when  we  might 
'  difcourfe  together  more  fully  at  her 

*  lodgings. 

*  The  itch  of  talking  is  one  of  the 
'  moft   eager    paffions   of  women :  I 
'  could"  not  clofe  an   eye   the  whole 

*  night,  fo  much  did  I  long  to  engage 
'  Phenicia,  and  worry  her  with  quef- 
'  tions  upon  queftions.     God  knows, 


*  Seville,  the  capital  of  Andalufia,  in  Spain,  is  fituated  in  a  fertile  country  on  tha 
river  Cuadalcpiver,  over  which  it  has  a  ftout  bridge  of  feventeen  boats,  which  joins  the 
city  to  alargefuburb  on  the  other  fide.  The  compafs  of  the  city,  including  this  fuburb, 
is  fuppofed  to  be  near  fourteen  miles,  but  the  wall  is  only  eight.  It  is  very  ftrong,  and 
adorned  with  fifteen  gates  and  a  hundred  and  fixty-fix  towers.  The  number  of  inhabitants 
is  reckoned  to  amount  to  three  hundred  thoufand.  It  has  alfo  an  univerfity,  and  a 
great  number  of  ftudents.  Among  the  manufactures  carried  on  in  this  city,  thofe  of 
the  filk  and  filver  fluffs  are  the  moil  considerable.  Seville  is  an  archbi/hoprick  of  great 
antiquity  and  dignity.  It's  revenue  amounts  to  a  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  due*:.? 
per  anaum. 
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«  I  was  not  lazy  in  getting  up,  to  re- 
4  pair  to  her  lodging,  according  to  the 
4  direction  (he  had  given  me !  She 
4  lived  with  the  whole  company  in  a 
4  large  hired  houle;  which,  wlien  I 
4  entered,  I  met  a  maid-tervant,  who, 
4  when  I  deiired  her  to  conduct  me  to 
4  Phenicia' s  apartment,  fhewcd  me  up 
4  to  a  gallery,  on  one  fide  of  whjch  were 
4  tenor  twelve  final  1  chambers,  divided 

*  from   one  another  by  partitions  of 
4  deal   boards   only,  and  poffefied  by 
4  the  joyous  band.     My  guide  knock- 
4  ed  at  a  door,  which  Phenicia,  whofe 

*  tongue  itched  as  well  as  mine,  came 
4  and  opened.     Scarce  did  we  allow 

*  ourfelves  time  to  lit,  before  we  began 

*  to  chatter.     We  had  a  fevere  brufli, 
4  and  uttered  in  our  turns  fb  many  in- 
4  terrogations,  that  the  queftions  and 
4  replies  fucceecied  one  another  with 
«  amazing  volubility. 

<  After  having  recounted  our  mu- 

*  tual  adventures,  and  reciprocally  in- 
4  formed  ourfelves  of  the  (late  of  our 
4  affairs,  Phenicia  afked  what  I  intend- 

*  ed  to  do:   I  anfwered,  that  I  was  re- 
4  folved,  until  fomething  belter  mould 
4  cait  up,  to  enter  into  the  for  vice  of 

*  fome  young  lady  of  quality.     "  O 
*'   fye  !"  cried  my  friend,   "  you  joke 
"  lure!    Is  it  portable,  my  dear,   that 
*'  thpu  art  not  yet  difgufted  witii  fer- 
44  vitude  ?  Art  thou  not  tired  with  lee- 
*'  ing  thyfelf  fubje&ed    to    another's 
*'  will  5  with  humouring  the  caprices 
41  of  a  miftrefs  j  with  hearing  thyfelf 
"  reproached  }  and,  in  one  word,  with 
"  being  a  flave?  Why  wilt  thou  not, 
4t  by  my  example,  embrace  a  theatri- 
4*  cal  life  ?  nothing  can  be  more  con- 
4<  venient  for  people  of  fpirit,  who  have 
<*  neither  birth  nor  fortune  j  it  is  a  fi- 
*e  tuation  that  holds  the  middle  place 
•'  between  the  nobility  and  citizens ; 
*.*  an    unreftricled    condition,   free   of 
*'  that  decorum  which  is  fb  trouble- 
"  fome  to  fociety.     Our  revenues  are 
*'  paid  in   ready  cam  by  the  publick, 
<l  which  is  our  bank  j  we  live  in  con- 
•'  tinual  mirth,  and  ipend  our  money 
««  as  we  get  it. 

«  The  ftage,"  added  (he,  "  is  par- 
"  ticulariy  favourable  to  women : 
'*  while  I  lived  with  Florimonda,  (I 
"  blufh  at  the  remembrance  of  it !)  I 
*'  was  reduced  to  the  necefTity  of  lilten- 
"  ing  to  the  candle-fnullers  of  the 
**  prince's  company  ;  not  one  man  of 
««  fafliion  paid  the  leatt  attention  to 


my  figure^  What  was 
this  unimportance  ?  I  was  no? 
the  finclt  pi6lure  has  not  it's  effect, 
except  in  a  particular  light  j  but 
fince  I  have  been  placed  on  my  pro- 
per  pedeftal,  (that  is,  on  the  llage) 
Heavens,  what  a  change  has  happen* 
ed!  I  fee  at  my  heels  the  gayeft  youths 
of  all  thofe  towns  through  which 
we  pafs.  An  acirefs,  therefore, 
enjoys  a  great  deal  of  pleafure  in 
her  occupation:  if  /lie  is  prudent, 
I  mean,  if  me  favours  one  gallant 
only  at  a  time,  ihe  has  all  the  ho- 
nour  imaginable  paid  to  herj  her 
chaliity  is  applauded,  and  when  me 
changes  her  lover,  (he  is  looked 
upon  as  a  real  widow  who  marries  a 
i'econd  hulband  :  nay,  if  a  widow 
takes  a  third,  (he  is  i'poken  of  with 
contempt,  and  faid  to  have  infringed 
the  delicacy  of  her  fex  ;  whereas  the 
aclrefs  ftems  to  be  more  and  more 
regarded,  in  proportion  to  the  in- 
creafe  of  her  admirers.  After  me 
has  gone  through  an  hundred  in- 
trigues,  (lie  is  ftill  a  model  for  a 
lord." 

"  To  whom  do  you  talk  in  this 
manner?"  faid  I,  interrupting  her. 
Do  you  think  I  am  ignorant  of  thelc 
advantages  ?  I  have  often  reflected 
on  them  j  and  they  but  too  much 
flatter  the  imagination  of  fuch  a 
girl  as  me:  I  even  feel  an  inclma- 
cion  for  the  flage;  but  that  alone  is 
not  fufficient;  talent  is  absolutely 
neceffary,  and  I  have  none ;  for 
when  I  (bmetimes  attempted  to  Ve- 
peat  paflages  of  plays  before  Arfenia, 
file  always  found  fault  with  my  per- 
formance,  fo  that  I  was  difgufted  at 
the  profduon." — u  Thon  art  eafiiy 
difcouraged,"  replied  Phenicia  ; 
do(t  thou  not  know  that  thefe  great 
aftrefTes  are  commonly  jealous? 
They  are  afraid,  in  fpite  of  all  their 
vanity,  of  being  eel i pied.  In  fhort, 
I  won't  take  Armenia's  word  for  thy 
incapacity;  for  (lie  was  certainly  in- 
fin  cere:  nay,  I  aflure  thee,  without 
flattery,  that  thou  art  born  for  the 
ftagej  thou  hait  genius,  a  free  and 
graceful  carriage,  a  fweet  voice,  a 
good  elicit,  and  withal  a  face!  Ah, 
baggage,  how  many  cavaliers  wilt 
thou  charm,  if  thou  turneft  a&refs  1" 
*  She  plied  me  with  more  fuch  fe- 
ducing  difcourfe,.and  made  me  pro- 
nouncc  fome  verfes,  that  I-myfeif 
4  might 
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*  might  juJge  of  my  capacity  for  acl- 

*  ing :  but  when  fhe  heard  me,  it  was 
«  quite  another  cafe  ;  (he  overwhelmed 
4  me  with  applaufe,  and  preferred  me 
«  to  all  the  aftreflcs  in  Madrid.    After 

*  this,  I  fhould  have  been  inexcufable, 
'  had  I  doubted  my  own  merit.     Ar- 
«  fenia  flood  irttyeached  and  convicted 

*  of  envV  and  infincerity;  and  I  could 

*  not  help  allowing  that  I  was  an  ad- 

*  mirable  fubjeft.     Two  actors,  who 

*  happened  to  come  in  at  that  inftant, 
«  and  before  whom  Phenicia  obliged 
«  me  to  repeat  the  verfes  which  I  had 

*  already  recited  to  her,   were  feized 

*  with  a  kind  of  extafy ;  from  which 
«  they  no  fooner  recollected  themfelves, 

<  than  they  loaded  me  with  praile.  In 
'  good  earnert,  had  the  three  wagered 

*  with    one  another  which  of    them 

*  fhould  applaud  me  moir,  they  could 
'  not  have 'employed  more  hyperboli- 
'  cal  expreflions.     My  modefty  was 

*  not  proof  againft  fuch  elo^iums:   I 
?  began  to  believe  my  felf  of  fome  value ; 
«  and  thus  my  thoughts  were  turned 

*  towards  the  ftage. 

«'  Come  on  then,  my  dear,"  faid  I 

*  to  Phenicia;  "  the  affair  is  determin- 
*<  ed  :  I  will  follow  thy  advice,  ancf 
**  enter  into'  the  company,    provided 
«'•  they  think  well  of  it."     My  friend, 

*  tranfported  with  joy  at  thefe  words, 
'  hugged    me.  in   her  armsj    and  her 

*  two  comrades  feemed  no  lefs  delight- 
«  ed  to  find  me  in   thefe  fentiments. 

<  We  agreed  that  next  day  I  fhouJd 
f  repair  to  the  theatre  in  the  morning, 
'and  before  the  whole  company  aflem- 
'  bled,  mew  the  fame  fample  of  my 

*  talent  that  I  had  exhibited  to  them. 

*  If  I  had  acquired  the  good  opinion  of 

*  thofe  who  were  at  Phenicia's  lodg- 

*  ings,  all  the  actors   judged   of  me 
«  ftill  more  favourably  when  I  had  pro- 

*  nounced  about  twenty  verfes  in  their 
'  prefence.     They    received   me    very 
«  willingly  into   their  company  ;  and 
'  then  I  was  wholly  engroffed  by  my 
«  firlt  appearance,  which,  that  I  might 

*  render  as  gay  as  poffible,  I  employed 

*  upon  it  all  the  money  that  remained 
'  from  the  fale  of  my  ring ;  and  though 
4  I  had  not  enough  to  make  a  fuperb 
'  figure,  I  at  leaft  found  means  to  fup- 
«  ply  the  want  of  magnificence  by  a 

*  genteel  tafte  in  mydrefs. 

«  At  length  I  appeared  on  the  ftage 
'  for  the  firft  time  ;    and   then,  what 

*  thundering    applaufe,    what  elogU 


urns  was  I  favoured  with  !  It  is 
downright'  modefty,  my  friend,  to 
fay  limply  that  I  ravifhed  the  audi- 
ence ;  one  mult  have  been  witnefs 
of  the  noale  I  made  at  Seville  to  be- 
lieve it.  I  became  the  difcourfe  of 
the  whole  city  ;  which,  during  three 
weeks,  came  in  crowds  to  the  play- 
houfe,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the 
company,  by  this  novelty,  recalled 
the  publick,  which  had  began  to  de- 
fert  them.  I  began,  then,  in  a  man- 
ner that  charmed  every  body  ;  and 
this  was  the  fame  thing  as  if  I  had 
advertifed  myfelf  to  be  let  to  the 
higheft  bidder.  Twenty  cavaliers^ 
of  all  ages,  outvied  one  another  in 
their  proffers  to  me ;  and  if  I  had 
followed  my  own  fnclination,  I  would 
have  choien  him  who  was  young  and 
handfome  :  but  people  of  our  ftamp 
ought  to  coni'uit  nothing  but  their 
intereft  and  ambition,  when  a  fettle- 
mentis  depending.  For  this  reafon^. 
Don  Amb.ofio  cf^Nifana,  a  man  a*- 
ready  old  and  ugly,  but  rich  and 
generous,  and  one  of  the  moff  pow- 
erful noblemen  of  Andalulia,  had 
the  preference.  True,  indeed,  I  mads 
him  purchafe  my  favours  at  a  good 
price  j  he  hired  for  me  a  grand  houf'e, 
which  he  furnilhed  in  a  very  magni- 
ficent manner,  gave  me  an  expert 
cook,  two  lacquies,  a  chamber-maid, 
and  a  thouiand  ducats  for  my  month- 
ly expence,  over  and  above  ricK. 
cloaths,  and  a  pretty  large  quantity 
of  jewels. 

*  What  a  change  was  this  in  my 
fortune  I  My  reafon.  could  not  fup- 
port  it  :  I  appeared  to  myfelf",  all  of 
a  fudden,  quite  another  perfon  j  and 
I  am  notfurprized  that  there  are  girls 
who  forget  in  a  little  time  the  meau- 
nefs  and  miiery  from  which  they  are 
refcued  by  the  caprice  of  a  man  of 
quality.  I  will  make  a  frncere  con- 
fedion  ;  the  applaufe  of  the  publick, 
the  flattering  difcourfe  that  I  heard 
from  all  quarters,  and  the  paflion  of 
Don  Ambiofio,  inlpired  me  with  fen- 
timents of  vanity  that  amounted  tor 
mere  extravagance.  I  conndsred  my 
talent  as  a  noble  title  j  I  aflumed  the 
airs  of  a  woman  of  quality  ;  and  be- 
coming as  covetous  as  I  had  before 
been  prodigal  of  my  fnules,  refolved 
*o  limit  my  proi'pect  to  dukes,  counts, 
and  marquilTes,  only. 

«•    ieio    de  Nifana  came,  to  fup  ab 
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my  hcufe  every  evening  with  fome 
of  his  friends  ;  and  I,  on  my  lide, 
took  care  to  invite  the  moft  engaging 
of  our  actrelfes  ;  fb  tlr.it  we  common - 
Iv  fpent  the  heft  part  of  the  night  in 
drinking  and  making  merry.  I  accom- 
modated mvl'c'lf  ir.igluy  well  to  fuch, 
an  agreeable  life, which,  however, lait- 
ed  but  tix  months.  Noblemen  are  apt 
to  change,  otherwife  they  would  be 
too  amiable.  Don  Ambrofio  forfook 
me,  for  a  conqucft  he  had  made  of 
a  young  creature  from  Grenada,  who 
had  arrived  at  Seville,  with  fome 
charms,  and  the  talent  of  difpofing 
them  to  the  belt  advantage.  My 
aifli&ion  at  his  inconttancy  did  not 
laft,  however,  longer  than  four  and 
twenty  hours.  I  chofe  in  his  room 
a  cavalier  of  two  and  twenty,  called 
Don  Lewis  dc  Alcacer  ;  to  whom, 
in  point  of  perlbn,  few  Spaniards 
could  be  compared.  Thou  wilt, 
doubtlefs,  alk,  and  thou  hall  reafon 
fo  to  do,  why  I  took  fuch  a  young 
nobleman  for  my  gallant,  when  I 
knew  the  conlequences  of  fuch  a 
choice.  But,  befides  that  Don  Lewis 
had  neither  father  nor  mother,  and 
already  enjoyed  his  eftate,  I  mult 
tell  thee,  that:  thefe  confequences  are 
not  to  be  dreaded  but  by  girls  of  a 
fervile  condition,  or  unhappy  me- 
ad venturers.  Women  of  our  pro- 
feffion  are  privileged  perfons,  and 
not  at  all  aniwerable  for  the  elFecls 
that  our  charms  produce.  So  much 
the  worfe  for  thofe  families  whofe 
heirs  we  pillage  ! 

*  Alcacer  and  I  attached  ourfelves  fo 
ftrongly  to  one  another,  that  no  mu- 
tual pafTion,  I  believe,  ever  equalled 
that  with  which  we  were  inflamed* 
We  loved  with  fo  much  fury,  that 
one  would  have  thought  we  were 
both  enchanted  :  and  thofe  who  were 
acquainted  with  our  correfpondence, 
believed  us  the  moft  happy  lovers  in 
the  world  j  though  we  were,  in  rea- 
lity, the  moft  miferable.  If  Don 
Lewis  had  a  perfon  altogether  amia- 
ble, he  was  at  the  fame  time  fo  jea- 
lous, that  he  afHiclcd  me  inceilTantly 
with  unjuft  lufpicions.  It  was  in 
vain  for  me  to  accommodate  myfelf 
to  this  weaknefs,  to  conftrain  myfelf 
fo  far  as  not  to  look  upon  a  man. 
His  diftruft,  ingenious  in  finding  out 
ci  imes  to  lay  to  my  charge,  rendered 
my  caution  altogether  ufdeis.  Qur 


*  moft  tender  moments  were  at  way! 
'  difturbed  by  quarrels,  which  it  \ra* 
1  impollible  to  endure.     Both   of   us 
'  loft  our  patience,  and  we  brpke  in 

*  a  friendly  manner.     Wouldft  thou 
'   believe  it  ?  we  looked  upon  the  laft 

*  day  as  the  moft  charming  of  our  com- 

*  merce.     Equally  fatigued  with   the 
'  troubles  we  had  undergone,  we  ex- 
'  p  re  (fed  the  utinoft  joy  in  our  mutual 

*  adieu.     We  were  like  two  miferablft 
'  captives,  who,  after  a  rude  flavery,  at 
'  Jatt  recover  their  freedom. 

«  Since  that  adventure,  I  am  always 
'  on   my   guard  againft  love.     I  will 

*  no  more  contrail  attachments  that 

*  may  dilturb   myrepofe:  it  does  not 
'  become  thofe  of  our  profeffion  to  figh 
'  like  other  people  j  and  we  ought  not 
'  to  entertain  in  private  a  paffion,  the 
'  ridicule  of  which   we  reprefent  in 
'  publick. 

«  About  this  time  I  afforded  foma 
'  employment  to  Fame,  which  reportr 

*  ed  every  where  that  I  was  an  inimi- 

*  table  aclrefs.     On  the  aflurance  of 
'  this  gocldefs,  the  players  of  Grenada 

*  wrote  to  me,  propoling  that  I  (hould 

*  enter  into  their    company;  and,  to 
'  let  me  know  that  the  propofal  wa£ 
'  not  to  be  rejected,  fent  me  an  ac- 
'  count  of  their  daily  expence,  and  the 
'  terms   of  their  offer ;  from  which  I 

*  concluded,  that  it  would  be  for  my 
«  intereft  to  comply.     I  accepted  it» 

*  therefore j  though,  at  bottom, 'I  was 

*  grieved   at    parting    from   PhenicU 

*  and    Dorothea,    whom    I    lov^d   as 

*  much  as  one  woman   is  capable  oC 
'  loving  others  of  her  fex.     I  left  the 
«  fir  It  bufy  in  melting  the  plate  of  a 
'  little  merchant-goldfmith,  who,  out 
'  of  vanity,  would  have  an  aftrefs  for 
<  his  millrefs.     I   forgot  to  tell  thee, 
«  that,  when  I  devoted  myfelf  to  the 
«  ftage,  I  changed,  through  whim,  my 
'  name  fiom  Laura  into  that  ofEftella, 

*  under  which  appellation  I  fetoutfot 

*  Grenada. 

•  Here  my  firft  appearance  was  no 
«  lefs  lucky  than  at  Seville,  and  I  fas* 

*  myfelf  at  once  furrounded  by  admir- 
'  ers  j    but  being   refolved  to  favour 
1  none  except  in  an   honourable  way, 
«  I  behaved  to  them  with  fo  much  re- 
'  fcrve,  that  they  were  blinded  by  my 
1  affecVtlmod«:fty.     Nevcrthclefs,  that 

*  I  might  not  be  the  dupe  of  a  conduct 

*  that  would  be  of  no  fervice,  and  Which 
«  indeed  was  not  natural  to  nae,  I  was 

'  going 
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'  going  to  liften  to  a  young  judge,  of 
«  the  citizen  race,  who  allumed  the 
4  nobleman  by  virtue  of  his  office,  a 
4  fumptuous  table,  and  rich  equipage, 
4  when  I  law,  for  the  firft  time,  the 

*  Marquis    de  Manalva.     This  Por- 

*  tugueze   lord,  who  travels  through 
4  Spain  out  of  curiofity,  Hopped  on  h:s 
4  way   at   Grenada  j    and   coming   to 

*  the  play  one  night,  when  I  did  not 
4  aft,  confidered  with  great  attention 

*  the   a&refles   who  prefented  them- 
'  felves,  and  found  one  to  his  liking. 
4  He  made  an  acquaintance  with  her 

*  the  very  next  day,  and  was  ready  to 

*  conclude  the  bargain,  when  I  appear- 
4  ed  on  the  itage.     My  figure,  and  the 
4  air  I  gave  rayfelf,  turned  the  weather  - 
4  cock  ail  on  a  fudden,  and  my  Por- 
4  tugueze  attached  himfelf  to  me  only. 

*  To  confefs  th«  truth,  as  I  was  not 
4  ignorant  that  my  comrade  had  pleaf- 
4  ed  that  nobleman,  I  fpared  nothing 
4  to  deprive  her  of  her  conqueft  j  and 
4  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  accompli/h 

*  it.      I   know   that   ihe  bears  me  a 

*  grudge  for  my  fuccefs,  but  I  could 
4  not  help  doing  it  j  and  me  ought  to 
4  confider  it   as  a  thing  fo  natural  to 
4  women,  that  the  beft  friends  make 
4  no  fcruple  of  pra&ifing  it  on  one 
4  another.' 


CHAP.    VIII. 

THE  RECEPTION  WHICH  GIL  BLAS 
MET  WITH  FROM  THE  PLAYERS 
OF  GRENADA,  AND  HIS  FINDING 
AN  OLD  ACQUAINTANCE  BEHIND 
THE  SCENES. 

LAURA  had  no  fooner  finished 
her  ftory,  than  an  old  aflrefs, 
who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood,  came 
to  take  her  up  in  her  way  to  the  play- 
houfe.  This  venerable  ftage-heroine 
would  have  been  very  proper  for  play- 
ing the  part  of  the  goddefs  Cotys.  My 
fifter  did  not  fail  to  prefent  her  brother 
to  this  fuperannuated  figure}  upon 
which  a  great  many  compliments  pafled 
on  both  tides. 

I  left  them  together,  telling  the  ftew- 
ard's  widow,  that  I  would  rejoin  her 
at  the  theatre,  as  foon  as  I  ordered  my 
baggage  to  be  carried  to  the  Marquis 
de  Marialva's  houfe,  to  which  he  gave 
me  a  direction.  I  went  immediately 
to  my  «wn  room ;  from  whence, 
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having  fatisfied  my  landlady,!  repaired, 
with  a  man  who  carried  my  portman- 
teau, to  a  large  furniihed  houfe  where 
my  new  mafter  lodged.     I  met  at  the 
door  .his  ileward,  who  alked  me  if  I 
was  not  Dame  Eftella's  brother ;  and, 
upon  my  anfwering  in  the  affirmative, 
laid,  « Signior  Cavalier,  you  are  very- 
welcome  :  the  Marquis  de  Marialva, 
whofe  fteward  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  has  ordered   me   to  give  you  a 
handfome   reception.      There    is   a 
chamber  prepared  for  you,  to  which, 
if  you  pleala,  I  fiiall  mew  you  the 
way.*     So  faying,  he  carried   me  t<£ 
the  top  of  the  aoufe,  and  ihewed  me 
into  a  chamber  fo  final),  that  a  very 
narrow  bed,  a  cheft,  and  two  chairs, 
quite  filled  it.     This  was  my  apart- 
ment.    «  You  won't  be  very  much  at 

*  large  in  this  place/  faid  my  guide ; 

*  but,  to  make  you  amends,  you  mall 
'  be  lodged  in  a  fuperb  manner  at  Lif- 
'  bon.'     I  locked  my  portmanteau  in 
my  cheft,  put  the  key  in  my  pocket, 
and  alked   at  what  hour  they  iupped. 
It  was  anfwered,  that  the  Portugueze 
nobleman  kept  no  table  at  home,  but 
gave  a  certain  monthly  fum  to  each  do- 
mertick  for  his   board.     I   put  other 
queftious   to  him,    and    learned,  that 
the  people  belonging  to  the  marquis 
were  a  parcel  of  happy  fiuggards.  Af- 
ter a  fliort  converfation,  1  left  the  Rew- 
ard, to  go  in  queft  of  Laura,  agreeably 
engrolfed  with  tae  prefage  I  had  con- 
ceived of  my  new  place. 

As  foon  as  I  arrived  at  the  play- 
houfe  door,  and  told  that  I  wasEftella's 
brother,  I  was  immediately  admitted. 
You  might  have  feen  the  guards  as 
eager  in  making  a  paflage  for  me,  as 
if  I  had  been  one  of  the  molt  confide- 
rable  noblemen  of  Grenada.  All  the 
fervants  and  door-keepers  whom  I  met 
made  me  profound  bows.  But  what 
I  wilh  I  could  paint  to  the  reader,  was 
my  ferio-comical  reception  behind  the 
icenes,  where  I  found  the  company 
all  drefled,  and  ready  to  becrin.  The 
a6lors  and  aclreifes,  to  whom  Laura 
prefented  me,  poured  upon  me  in  moals. 
The  men  overwhelmed  me  with  em- 
braces j  and  the  women,  in  their  turns, 
applying  their  painted  faces  to  mine, 
covered  it  with  white  and  red.  Eacii 
defirous  of  being  the  firft  to  make  their 
compliment,  they  fpoke  all  together  ; 
it  was  impofiible  for  me  alone  taan- 
fwer  j  but  my  filter  came  to  my  afOft- 
Q  g  ance. 
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ance,  and  her  indefatigable  tongue  did 
not  leave  me  in  debt  to  any  one. 

The  embraces  of  the  aclors  and  ac- 
tcefles  did  not  fufficc  j  for  I  was  alfo 
obliged  to  undergo  the  civilities  of  the 
fcene- painter,  the  mufick,  prompter, 
candle- fnuffer  and  his  deputy ;  in  fhort, 
of  all  the  fervants  of  the  theatre,  who, 
on  the  report  of  my  arrival,  came  run- 
ning to  behold  me.  One  would  have 
thought  that  ail  thefc  people  were 
foundlings,  who  had  never  feen  a  bro- 
ther before. 

Meanwhile  the  performance  begun  ; 
2nd  fome  gentlemen,  who  were  behind 
the  icenes,  ran  to  their  places  ;  while 
I,  like  a  child  of  the  houfe,  continued 
to  converfe  with  thofe  of  the  aclors 
who  were  not  on  the  ftage.  Among 
thefe,  I  heard  one  called  Melchior  : 
I  was  ftruck  with  the  name  ;  I  conft- 
dered  with  attention  the  perfon  who 
bore  it,  and  imagined  I  had  feen  him 
ibmewhere.  I  at  length  recollected 
him  to  be  Melchior  Zapata,  that  poor 
ftroller,  who,  as  I  obferved  in  the  firft 
volume  of  my  hiftory,  foaked  crufts  of 
bread  in  a  fpring. 

Taking  him  afide  accordingly,  *  I 
am  miftaken/  faid  I,  *  if  you  are  not 
that  Signior  Melchior  with  whom  I 
had  the  honour  to  breakfaft  one  day 
at  the  fide  of  a  clear  fpring  between 
Valladolid  and  Segovia.  I  was  in 
conmany  with  a  journeyman  barber  j 
we  irdd  fbme  provifions  in  a  knap- 
fack,  which,  being  joined  to  yours, 
made  up  a  pretty  little  repalt,  which 
was  feafoned  with  a  thoufand  agree- 
able fallies.'  Zapata  having  mufed 
fome  minutes,  anfwered,  '  You  men- 
tion a  circumftance  which  I  recal 
without  difficulty:  I  was  then  return- 
ing to  Zamora,  from  having  made  an 
unfuccefsful  attempt  on  the  ftage  at 
Madrid  :  I  remember  too,  that  I  was 
in  very  bad  circumftances.'— '  I  re- 
member the  fame  thing/  faid  I, «  by 
this  token,  that  you  wore  a  jacket 
lined  with  play-bills.  You  feel  have 
not  forgot  it,  no  more  than  that  you 
complained  at  that  time  of  having 
too  charte  a  wife.'—'  Oh,  I  have  no 
caufe  to  complain  of  that  at  prefent!' 
aid  Zapatn,  with  precipitation;  *egad  ! 
my  goflip  is  very  much  reformed  in 
that  particular,  and  therefoie  my 
jacket  is  better  lined  than  formerly.' 
I  was  going  to  congratulate  him  on 


his  wife's  reformation,  when  he  was 
obliged  to  leave  me,  in  order  to  appear 
upon  the  ftage.     Curious  to  know  his 
fpoufe,  I  made  up  to  an  aftor,  and  de- 
fired  he  would  mew  her  to  me.     This 
he  did,  faying,  •  There  (he  is  j  that  is 
'  Narcifla,  the  handfomeft  of  our  la- 
'  dies,  your  filter  excepted.*     I  imme- 
diately   concluded,    that   this   aftrefs 
intift  be  me  in  favour  of  whom  the 
Marquis    de  Marialva  had  declared 
himfelf,  before  he  had  feen  Eftella  j 
and  my  conjecture  was  but  too  true. 
When  the  play  was  orer,  I  conducted 
Laura  to   her  lodging,  where  I  per- 
ceived feveral  cooks  preparing  a  great 
entertainment.      *  Thou    mayeft    fup 
'•  here,'  faid   me.     '  I  won't  indeed,* 
faid  I  j    '  the  marquis,  perhaps,  will 
chufe  to  be  alone  with  you.'— c  O, 
not  at  all !'  me  replied  ;  '  he  is  to  be 
here  with  two  of  his  friends  and  one 
of  our  gentlemen  ;  and  it  is  in  thy 
own  option  to  make  a  fixth.     Thou 
knoweft  that,  in  the  heufes  of  ac- 
trefles,  fecretaries  have  the  privilege 
of  eating  with  their  m afters.'-    •  » 
True,'  laid  I  j  « but  it  would  be  a 
little  too  early  for  me  to  put  myfelt 
on  the  footing  of  a  farourite  fecre- 
tary  :  I  muft  firft  enjoy  his  confidence, 
before  I  can  merit  that  honourable 
privilege.'     So   faying,  I    left  her; 
and  repaired  to  my  eating-houfe,  which 
I  intended  to  frequent  every  day,  fines 
my  matter  kepi  no  table  at  home. 


CHAP.    IX. 

HE  SUPPED  THAT  EVENING  WITH 
AN  EXTRAORDINARY  MAN:  AN 
ACCOUNT  OF  WHAT  HAPPENED 
BETWEEN  THEM. 


I 


Obferved  in  the  hall  a  kind  of  old 
monk,  cloathed  in  coarfe  grey  cloth? 
who  was  at  1  tipper  all  alone  in  a  cor- 
ner. Sitting  down,  out  of  curiofity, 
juftoppofite  to  him,  I  faluted  him  very 
civilly,  and  he  (hewed  himfelf  no  left 
polite.  My  pittance  being  brought, 
I  began  to  difpatch  it  with  a  good  deal 
of  appetite;  and  while  I  eat  in  filence, 
I  frequently  looked  at  this  perfon, whofc 
eyes  I  always  found  fixed  on  mine. 
Fatigued  with  his  ftubborn  perfeve- 
rnnce  in  looking  at  me,  I  addrefled  him 
in  tlide  words ;  '  Father,  have  we  ever 

«  feen 
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*  feen  one  another  before  ?    You  ob- 
'  ferre  me  as  if  I  was  not  altogether 
'  unknown  to  you.' 

He  anfwered,  with  great   gravity, 
'  My  reafori  for  fixing  my  eyes  upon 

*  you,  is  to  admire  the  prodigious  va- 

*  riety  of  adventures  which  are  marked 
(  in  the  features  of  your  face.1 — *  I 

*  lee,'  faid  I,  with  an  air  of  raillery, 
'  that  your  reverence  deals  in  meto- 

*  pofcopy.'— - *  I  may  boaft  of  pofiefling 
'  that  art,'  replied  the  monk  ;  *  and  of 
'  having  made   prefages    which   have 
'  been  verified  by  the  event.     I  am  alfo 

*  Skilled  in  chiromancy,  and  will  ven- 
c  ture  to  fay,  that  my  oracles  are  in- 

*  fallible,  when  I  have  compared  the 
'  infpeftion  of  the  hand  with  that  of 
'  the  face.' 

Although  this  old  man  had  all  the 
appearance  of  a  wile  perfon,  I  thought 
him  fo  fooliih,  that  I  could  not  help 
laughing  in  his  face.  Inftead  of  being 
offended,  he  fmiled  at  my  unpolite- 
nefs,  and  continued  fpeaking  in  thefe 
words,  after  having  caft  his  eye?  around 
the  hall,  to  be  allured  that  nobody 
liftened,  *  I  am  not  furprized  to  lee 
'  you  fo  prejudiced againft  two  fciences 
'  which  are  looked  upon  as  frivolous 
«  in  this  age.  The  long  and  painful 

*  ftudy  which  they  demand  difcourages 
'  all  the  learned  men,  who  renounce 
'  and  decry  them,  out  of  defpair  of 

*  acquiring  them.     For  my  own  part, 

*  I  am  not  difcouraged  by  the  obfcu- 

*  rity  in  which  they  are  (hrouded,  no 

*  more  than    by  the  difficulties  which 
«  inceflantly   occur   in    the  fearch  of 

*  shymical  fecrets,  and  in  thewonder- 

*  ful  art  of  tranfmuting  metals  into 
«  gold. 

'  But  I  don't  'confider,*  added  he, 
recplle&ing  himfelf,  « that  I  fpeak  to 

*  a  young  cavalier,  to  whom  my  dif- 

*  courfe  muft  in   effect  appear   quite 

*  chimerical.     A  fample  of  my  ikill 
'  will  difpofe  you  much  better  than  all 

*  I  can  fay  to  judge  more  favourably 
«  of  my  art.'     With  thefe  words,  he 
took  out  of  his  pocket  a  phial  full  of 
red  liquor  5  and  then  faid,  'Here  is  an 
'  elixir  which  I  compofed   this  morn- 

*  »ng  of  the  juice  of  certain  plants  dii- 
f  tilled  in  an  alembick;  for  I  haveem- 
«  ployed    almoft  all  my  life,  like  De- 

*  raocritus,   in    finding   out  the  pro- 

*  pertiesof  minerals  and  fimpics.  You 

*  lhall  fee  it's  virtue  put  to  the  proof. 

*  The  wine  whicii  we  now  drink  to 
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'  fupper,  though  it  is  execrable,  fhall 
'  become  excellent.'  So  faying,  he 
put  into  my  bottle  two  drops  of  his 
elixir,  which  rendered  my  wine  more 
delicious 'than  the  belt  that  is  drank  in 
Spain, 

The  rmrvello'js  ftrikes  the  imagi- 
nation ;  and  when  once  that  is  gained, 
the  judgment  is  nolongerufed.  Charm- 
ed with  fucii  *  fine  fecret,  and  perfuad- 
ed  that  he  muft  be  move  than  the  devil 
who  could  find  .:  QUt,  '  i:d,  in  a 
tranfport  of  admiration,  '  Oh,  father! 
'  pray  pardon  me,  if  I  took  you  at 

*  firit  for  an  old  fool;  I  nc.vdo  juftice 
'  to  your  capacity,  and  need  no  mare 
'  than  I  h:ive  feen  to  be  affured^  that 
'  you  could,  if  you  pleafed,  conv2;t, 

*  in  an  inftant,  a  bar  of  iron  into  an 

*  ingot  of  gold.    How  happy  mould  I 

*  be  could  I  poflefs  fuch  an  admirable 

*  fcience!'— ' Heaven preferveyou from 
'  fuch   an  acquifition,'    faid   the  old 
man,  interrupting  me  with  a  profound 
iigh  :     '  You  don't  know,    my  fon, 
1  what  a  fecret  you  wilh  for.     Inftead 

*  of  envying,  rather  pity  me,  for  hav- 

*  ing  bellowed  fo  much  pains  to  make 

*  myfelf  unhappy.     I  live  in  continual 
'  dil'quiet.     I  arn  afraid  of  being  dif- 
'  covered,  and  that  my  labours  will 
'  be  rewarded  by  perpetual  imprifon- 
'  ment.     In  this  apprehenlion,  I  lead 
'  a  wanderinglife,  difguifed  fometimes 
'  like  a  prieltor  monk,  andfometimes 
'  like  a  peafantor  cavalier.     Is  it  then 
'  an  advantage  to  know  how  to  make 
'  gold  at  that  price  ?  and  are  not  riches 
'  a  real  puniftiment  for  thofe  perfons 

*  who  cannot  enjoy  them  in  tranquil- 
'  lity?' 

This  difcourfe  feeming  to  me  very 
fenfible,  I  faid  to  the  fage,  « There  is 
'  nothing  like  a  quiet  life:  you  give  me 
'  a  difguft  at  the  philofopher's  ftone ; 
1  and  I  will  be  contented  with  learn- 
'  ing  of  you  the  future  events  of  my 
«  life.'—*  With  all  my  heart,  child/ 
anfwered  he  ;  *  I  have  already  made  my 
«  remarks  on  your  features;  let  us 
'  now  fee  your  hand.'  I  prefented  it 
to  him  with  z  confidence  that  will  not 
do  me  much  honour  in  the  opinion  of 
fome  readers;  and  he  having  examin- 
ed it  with  great  attention,  exclaimed^ 
in  a  fit  of  enthufiafm,  <  Ah  !  what  tran- 

*  fitions  from  grief  to  joy,  and  from 

*  joy  to  grief!     What  capricious  fuc- 

*  ceffions  of  misfortune  and  profptri- 

*  ty  !  But  you  ha  veal  ready  experienced 

G  g  *  «  a  great 
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a  great  deal  of  thefe  viciflfitudes.  You 
hare  not  a  great  many  more  afflic- 
tions to  undergo}  and  a  nobleman 
will  confer  upon  you  an  agreeable 
deftiny,  not  fubjecl:  to  change.'  Af- 
ter having  aflured  me,  that  I  might 
depend  on  this  prediction,  he  bade  me 
farewel,  and  went  out  of  the  f.-ating- 
houfo,  leaving  me  quite  engrofled  with 
the  things  which  I  had  heard.  I  di  i 
not  at  all  doubt  that  the  Marquis  de 
Mnriulva  was  the  nobleman  in  quefti- 
on  ;  and,  of  confluence,  nothing  feem- 
ed  more  pofllble  than  the  accomplifti- 
ment  of  the  oracle.  But  though  I  had 
not  feen  the  leaft  appearance  of  proba- 
bility, I  could  not  have  helped  repofing 
an  entire  belief  in  the  pretended  monk, 
fo  much  authority  had  he  acquired  in 
my  opinion  by  his  elixir.  On  my  fide, 
that  I  might  haften  the  happinefs  that 
was  predicted  to  me,  I  refolved  to  at- 
tach myfelf  to  the  marquis  more  than  I 
had  done  to  any  of  my  matters  5  and 
having  formed  this  resolution,  I  re- 
tired to  our  houfe  in  a  tranfport  of  joy 
that  I  cannot  exp*efs.  Never  did  a 
woman  leave  a  fortune-teller  with  more 
fatisfaclion. 


CHAP.    X. 

THE  COMMISSION  THAT  THE  MAR- 
CJUIS  DE  MARIALVA  GAVE  TO 
GIL  BLAS,  AND  THE  MANNER  IN 
WHICH  THAT  FAITHFUL  SECRE- 
TARY ACQUITTED  HIMSELF  OF 
IT. 

THE  marquis  was  not  yet  comehome 
from  the  lodgings  of  his  aclrefs  -t 
and  I  found  his  valets  de  chambre  play- 
ingat  primeroin  his  apartment,  expecl- 
ing  his  return  ;  I  made  up  to  them,  and 
we  amufed  ourfelves  in   making  mer- 
ry till   two   o'clock  in   the  morning, 
when  our  mafter  arrived.     He  was  a 
little  furprized  to  fee  me,  and  faid  with 
ious  air,  which  made  me  guefs 
that  he    returned    very    well   fatisfied 
with   his  evening's    pleafure,  *  How, 
*  Gil  Bins  !    not  yet   a-hecl?'    I  an- 
f we  red,  that  I  was  rtrft  willing  to  know 
what  orders  he  had  for  me.     '  I  mall, 
perhaps,'  he  refumed,  *  give  you   a 
commiffion  to-morrow  morning  j  but 
it  will   be  time  enough  then  to  tell 
you  the    particulars.       Meanwhile, 
you  may  go  to  reft  j  and  henceforth 


'  remember,  that  I  difpenfe  with  your 
*  attendance  in  the  evening,  having 
'  occafion  for  nobody  but  my  valeU 
c  de  chambre. *- 

After  this  explanation,  which  at 
bottom  gave  me  a  good  deal  of  plea- 
fure, lirice  it  fpared  me  a  piece  of  fub- 
jeclion  which  I  mould  have  fometimes 
felt  in  a  very  difagreeable  manner,  I 
left  the  marquis  in  his  apartment,  and 
retiring  to  my  garret,  went  to  bed ; 
but  having  no  inclination  to  fleep,  it 
came  into  my  head  that  I  fliould  fol- 
low the  advice  which  Pythagoras  gives 
us,  of  recollecting  at  night  all  that  we 
have  done  in  the  day,  in  order  to  ap- 
plaud our  good,  and  condemn  our  bad 
actions. 

I  did  not  find  my  confcience  clear 
enough  to  be  fatisfied  with  my  con- 
duel  ;  but  reproached  myfelf  with  hav- 
ing fuppoi  ted  the  import ure  of  Laura. 
In  vain  did  I  fuggeft  as  an  excufe, 
that  I  could  not  in  honour  give  the  lye 
to  a  girl,  who  had  nothing  in  view 
but  to  do  me  a  pleafure  ;  and  that,  in 
fome  fliape,  I  found  myfelf  under  a. 
neceflity  of  being  an  accomplice  in  the 
cheat.  Little  fatisfied  with  this  apo- 
logy, I  anfwered,  that  I  ought  not 
then  to  have  pumed  things  fo  far  j  and 
that  I  muft  have  a  great  deal  of  impu- 
dence to  live  with  a  nobleman,  whofe 
confidence  I  fo  ill  repaid.  In  mort, 
after  a  fevere  examination,  I  conclud- 
ed, that  if  I  was  not  a  rogue,  I  was 
next  kin  to  one. 

From  thence  paflmg  to  the  confe- 
quences,  I  reprefented  to  myfelf  that 
I  played  a  very  high  game,  in  deceiv- 
ing a  man  of  quality  ;  who,  for  my 
fins,  would  perhaps  foon  difcover  the 
trick.  A  reflection  fo  judicious,  ter- 
rified me  not  a  little}  but  the  ideas  of 
pleafure  and  intereft  foon  difllpated  my 
fear  j  befides,  the  prophecy  of  the 
man  with  the  elixir  would  have  been 
fufficient  to  remove  my  doubts.  I  gave 
myfelf  up,  therefore,  to  the  molt  a- 
greeable  fancies  :  I  formed  new  rules 
of  arithmetick,  to  reckon  within  my- 
felf the  fum  to  w!iich  my  wages  would 
amount  at  the  end  of  ten  years  fervice. 
To  this  I  added  the  gratifications  which 
I  mould  receive  from  my  mafter  ;  and 
meafuring  them  by  his  liberal  difpofi- 
tion,  or  rather  by  my  own  defires,  I 
had  an  intemperance  of  imagination, 
(if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreifion) 
which  let  no  bounds  to  my  for  turn-  j 

I  was 
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I  was  gradually  lulled  by  fo  much 
wealth,  and  fell  afbep  in  the  very  aft 
of  building  c  iftles  in  Spain. 

Next  day  I  got  up  at  eight  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  »o  P-O  and  receive  my 
patron's  ouleis,  bv;  as  i  opened  the 
door  to  go  OUT,  i  was  very  much  fur- 
prized  to  \ff  him  appear  before  me  all 
alone,  in  h  s  n.^ht-cap  and  morning- 
gown.  «  Gil  Bias/  (aid  he,  '  hft  night, 
«  when  I  left  your  fifter,  I  promited 
to  be  with  her  this  morning  ;  but  an 
affair  of  coniequence  hinders  me  from 
keeping  my  word.     Go,  and  allure 
her  from  me,  that  I  am  very  much 
mortified  at  thedifappointment  j  and 
tell  her,  I  fh?.'l  certainly  fup  with 
her  in  the  ev^r.ir^     This  is  not  all,* 
added  he,  putting  into  my  hand  a  purfe 
with  a  little  (hagreen  box  enriched  with 
diamonds ;  *  carry  this  my  pifture  to 
«  her,  and  keep  this  purfe,    of  fifty 

*  pittoles,  which  I  give  as  a  mark  of 

*  the  friend/hip  I  have  already  con- 

*  ceived  for  you.*     I  took  the  picture 
\vith  one  hand,  and  the  purfe  I  fo  little 
deferved  with  the  other  5  and  running 
inftantly  to  Laura,  cried,  in  the  excefs 
of  joy  with  which   I  was  tranfporred, 
'  Good  !  the  prediction  is  vifibly  ac- 

*  ccmplifhing.     What  a  happinefs  is 
'  it  to  be  the  brother  of  fuch  a  hand- 

*  fome  and  gallant  girl  !    What  a  pity 
'  it  is  that  there  is  not  as  much  ho- 

*  nour  as  profit  and  pleafure  in  it  T 
Laura,   contrary  to   the  cuftom  cf 

people  of  her  profeffion,  being  ufed  to 
rife  early,  I  furprized  her  at  her  toilette  j 
where,  in  expectation  of  the  Portu- 
gueze,  me  joined  to  her  natural  beauty 
all  the  auxiliary  -charms  that  the  art 
of  coquetry  could  beftow.  *  Amiable 
EftellaP  faid  I  to  her  when  I  entered, 
the  loadftone  of  ftrangers  !  I  may 
now  fit  at  table  with  my  matter, 
fince  he  has  honoured  me  with  a 
commiffion  which  gives  me  that  pre- 
rogative, and  of  which  I  come  to 
acquit  myfelf.  He  cannot  have  the 
pleafure  of  your  company  this  morn- 
ing, as  he  propofed  ;  but,  for  your 
coniblation,  will  fup  with  you  at 
night ;  and  he  fends  you  his  pi«5lure, 
which  to  me  feems  a  matter  of  ftiil 
greater  confolation.* 
I  accordingly  gave  her  the  box, 
which,  by  the  bright  fparkling  of  the 
diamonds  that  adorned  it,  infinitely 
rejoiced  her  eye-fight.  She  opened  it, 
and  (hutting  it  again,  after  having  con- 


fidered  the  painting  fuperficially,  re- 
turned to  the  (tones,  whofe  beauty  (he 
extolled,  faying  with  a  (mile,  *  Thefe 
'  are  copies  which  we  women  of  the 

•  ftage  value  more  than  originals.' 

I  then  told  her  that  thegenerousPor- 
tugueze,when  he  entruited  me  with  the 
picture,  had  gratified  me  with  a  purfe 
of  fifty  piftoles.  *  I  congratulate  thee 

*  upon  thy  good  fortune  /  faid  /he  to 
me :     '  this    nobleman    begins    where 

others  even  rarely  end.'—'  To  you, 
my  dear  creature,'  I  replied,  '  I  owe 
this  prefent :  the  marquis  beftowed 
it  upon  me  folely  on  account  of  my 
being  your  brother.'— '  I  wi(h,'  faid 
lie,  '  that  he  would  give  you  as  much 
everyday  ;  for  I  cannot  expreis  how 
dear  thou  art  to  me.  The  very  firft 
moment  I  law  thee,  lattached  myfelf 
to  thee  by  a  tie  too  ftrong  for  time  to 
break.  When  I  loft  thee  at  Madrid, 
I  did  not  defpair  of  finding  thee 
again  ;  and  yefterday,  when  I  faw 
thee,  received  thee  as  a  man  whom. 
Fate  brought  back  to  my  arms,  la 
a  word,  my  friend,  Heaven  has  d£- 
ftined  us  for  one  another  :  thou  (halt 
be  my  hufband  ;  but  we  muft  firft 
enrich  ourielves  :  I  want  to  have  two 
or  three  more  intrigues  to  make  thee 
eafy  for  life.' 

I  thanked  her  in  a  polite  manner  for 
the  trouble  (he  intended  to  take  on  my 
account}  and  we  infenfibly  engaged 
in  a  converfation  that  lafted  till  noon. 
Then  I  retired,  to  give  an  account  to 
my  mafter  of  the  manner  in  which  his 
prefent  was  received  ;  and  though  Lau- 
ra had  given  me  no  inftructions  on  that 
fubjeft,  I  did  not  fail  to  compofe  by 
the  way  a  fine  compliment,  which  I 
intended  to  repeat  in  her  name.  But 
when  I  went  home,  I  was  told  that  the 
marquis  had  gone  out  j  and  it  was  de- 
creed that  I  (hould  fee  him  no  more, 
as  may  be  perceived  in  reading  the  fol- 
lowing chapter. 

CHAP.     XI. 

GIL  BLAS  RECEIVES  A  PIECE  OP 
NEWS  WHICH  IS  LIKE  A  THUN- 
DERBOLT TO  HIM. 

I  Repaired  to  my  eating- houfe,  where, 
meeting  two  men  of  a  very  agree- 
able converfation,  I  dined  and  fate  at 
table  with  them  till  it  was  time  to  go 

to 
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to  the  play.  Then  we  parted  ;  they 
went  about  their  own  affairs,  and  I 
took  the  road  to  the  theatre.  I  inuft 
obferve,  by  the  bye,  that  I  had  all  the 
reafon  in  the  world  to  be  in  good  hu- 
mour j  mirth  had  reigned  in  my  con- 
verfation  with  thefe  two  gentlemen}  my 
fortune  wore  a  mod  failing  face  :  ne- 
verthelefs  my  fpirits  funk,  without  my 
knowing  the  reafon,  and  without  my 
being  able  to  keep  them  up.  It  was, 
doubtlefs,  a  prefage  of  the  misfortune 
•with  which  I  was  threatened. 

As  I  entered  the  green-room,  Mel- 
chior  Zapata  came  to  me,  and  telling 
me  foftly  to  follow  him,  carried  me  in- 
to a  private  place,  andaddrefled  me  in 
this  manner:  '  Signior  Cavalier,  I 
?  think  it  my  duty  to  give  you  a  very 
'  important  piece  of  intelligence.  You 
'•  know  that  the  Marquis  de  Marialva 
'  had,  at  firft,  a  piifilon  for  Narciffa, 
'  my  wife  j  and  had  already  appointed 
'  a  day  to  come  and  take  a  llice  of  my 

*  rib,    when  the  artful  Eftella  found 
'  means  to  break  the  bargain,  and  al- 

*  lure  the  Portugueze  nobleman  to  her 

*  own  charms.    You  may  well  believe 
c  that  an  aclrefs  does  not  )ofe  fuch  a 

*  good  prey  without   vexation.     My 
'*  fpoufe  has  this  affair  at  heart,  and 
5  is  capable  of  undertaking  any  thing 

*  to  be  revenged;  ihe  has  now  a  fair 

*  occafion.    Yefttrday,  if  you  remem- 
f  ber,  all  our  fervants  crowded  • 

*  you  ; 

*  told  foirx   or    ;..e  company,  tluL  ho 
'  knew  you   very  well,  and  that  you 
fc  was  nothing  leis  than  Etfella's  bro- 

<  ther. 

«  This   report/    added   Melchior, 

*  reached   the  ears  of  Narcifla  ;  who 
4  did  not  fail  to  interrogate  the  au- 

*  thor,  and  he  has  confirmed  his  af- 
'  fertfon,  by  telling  her,  that  he  knew 
'  you  Arfenia's  valet, at  the  fame  time 

*  that  Eitella,  under  the  name  of  L;m- 
'  ra,   ferved  that  a&refs  at   Madrid. 

*  My   wile,    charmed  with  that  dif- 

*  coyery,  will  impart  it  to  the  Marquis 

::irialvn,  who  is   to  be   at   the 

*  play  this  evening.     Take  yourmea- 

*  Jures   accordingly  j    if  you    are   not 

<  actually   Eitella's   brother,   I  adviie 
'  you,  as  a  friend,  and  on  account  of 
"  our  old  acquaintance,  \t>  provide  for 
«  yourfafetv!     Narcifli,  who  demands 
f  but  one  victim,  has   allowed  me  to 
1  give  you  this  notice,  that  you  may 


'  prevent  any  finifter  accident  by  im- 
'  mediate  flight.* 

It  would  have  been  fuperfluous  in 
him  to  fay  more  of  the  matter.  I  thank- 
ed the  ftage-player  for  his  information ; 
and  he  eafily  perceived,  by  my  terri- 
fied look,  that  I  was  not  the  man  to 
give  the  candle- fnufter  the  lye.  I  did 
not  feel  the  Jeaft  inclination  to  depend 
upon  my  effrontery  :  I  was  not  even 
tempted  to  bid  Laura  farewel,  led  fhc 
fliould  have  in  fitted  upon  my  facing  it 
out.  I  could  very  well  conceive  that 
me  was  an  aftrefs  of  fuch  ikill,  as  to 
be  able  to  extricate  herfelf  out  of  the 
dilemma  i  but  I  faw  nothing  except  an 
infallible  chaftifement  for  me, and  I  was 
not  fo  much  in  love  as  to  brave  it. 
My  fole  ftudy  being,  therefore,  to 
efcape  with  my  houflioldgods,  (I  mean, 
my  baggage)  I  difappeared  from  the 
play-houie  in  a  twinkling,  and  with 
the  utraoft  difparch  caufed  my  port- 
manteau to  be  tranfported  to  the  houfe 
of  a  carrier,  who  was  to  fet  out  for 
Toledo  at  three  o'clock  next  morning. 
I  could  have  wimed  to  be  with  the 
Count  de  Polan,  whole  houfe  feemed 
my  only  afylum  ;  but  I  was  not  yet 
there;  and  I  could  not,  without  the 
utmoft  uneaiinefs,  think  on  the  time  I 
had  to  (tay  in  a  city  where  I  was  a- 
fraid  they  would  fearch  for  me  even  in 
the  night. 

I  did  not,  for  all  that,  omit  going  to 
at  my  eating-houfe,  although  I 
w:-.s  as  nu;ch  diiturbed  as  a  debtor  who 
know  re  bailiffs  at  his  heels. 

What  ,  !  not,  I  be- 

lieve, produce  ex-.eih-nf   rhyle  in  ray 
ftomach.    Being  die  r.  ntof 

fear,  I  examined  every  came 

into  the  hall;  :ird  when,  u  s  kily, 
any  ill- looking  fellow  en  ten 
nion  cale  in  thefe  places)  I  lhtv»  red 
with  dread.  Having  lupped  in  the 
rnidtl  of  continuil  alarms,  I  role  from 
table,  and  returned  to  the  carrier's 
houk,  where  I  threw  my  felt*  on  a  trufs 
of  fix-fh  ftraw,  and  lay  till  the  hoar 
of  our  departure. 

Meanwhile,  my  patience  was  fuffi- 
ciently  exercifed.  I  was  attacked  with 
u  thoufand  dilagreeable  reflexions: 
v.-hen  I  chanced  to  (lumber,  I  beheld 
the  furious  marquis  mangling  the  fair 
face  of  Laura  with  blows,  and  demo- 
lifhing  every  thing  in  her  houie;  or 
heard  him  order  his  iervants  to 
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me  perifli  under  the  baftinado.  Then 
itarting,  I  awoke ;  and  though  to  wake 
is  ufually  a  great  comfort  after  inch  a 
terrible  dream,  waking  was  to  me  more 
dreadful  than  the  dream  itfelf.  Hap- 
pily for  me,  the  carrier  delivered  me 
from  my  affli&ion,  by  giving  me  no- 
tice that  his  mules  were  ready.  I  was 
immediately  a-foot,  and,  thank  Hea- 
ven !  fet  out  radically  cured  of  chiro- 
mancy and  Laura.  In  proportion  as 
we  moved  from  Grenada,  my  mind  re- 
fumed  it's  tranquillity  j  and  I  began  to 
enter  into  corfverfation  with  the  car- 
rier. I  laughed  at  fome  pleafant  fto- 
ries  he  recounted,  and  loft,  infenfibly, 
all  my  fear.  I  enjoyed  a  found  fleep 
at  Ubeda,  where  we  lay  the  firft  night, 
and  «n  the  fourth  arrived  at  Toledo. 

My  firft  care  was  to  aik  a  direction 
for  the  Count  de  Polan's  houfe,  whi- 
ther I  repaired,  very  well  perfuaded 
that  he  would  not  fuffer  me  to  lodge 
in  any  other  place j  but  I  reckoned 
without  my  hoft :  for  I  found  nobody 
at  home  but  the  houfe-keeper,  who  told 
me  that  his  matter  had  fet  out  in  the 
evening  for  thecaftleof  Leyva,  having 
received  a  meflage  that  Seraphina  was 
dangeroufly  ill. 

I  did  not  expert  the  abfence  of  the 
count,  which  diminished  the  joy  I  felt 
at  being  in  Toledo,  and  induced  me  to 
take  another  resolution.  Finding  my- 
felf  fo  near  Madrid,  I  refolved  to  go 
thither,  reflecting  that  I  might  pufh 
myfelf  forward  at  court,  where  a  fupc- 
rior  genius,  I  had  heard,  was  not  ab- 
iblutely  neceflary  to  make  a  fortune. 
The  very  next  day  I  took  the  advan- 
tage of  a  return  horfe  for  that  capital 
of  Spain  ;  and  Fortune  conducted  me 
thither,  in  order  to  make  me  act  higher 
parts  than  thofe  which  I  had  hitherto 
performed. 

CHAP.    XII. 

GIL  BLAS  TAKES  LODGINGS  IN  A 
HOUSE  WHERE  HE  CONTRACTS 
AN  ACQUAINTANCE  WITH  CAP- 
TAIN CHINCHILLA.  THE  CHA- 
RACTER OF  THAT  OFFICER  j 
WITH  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE 
AFFAIR  THAT  BROUGHT  HIM  TO 
MADRID. 

ON  my  firft  arrival  at  Madrid,  I 
fixed  my  habitation  in  a  boufe 
that  was  let  into  lodgings,  where  lived, 


among  other  people,  an  old  captain, 
who  had  come  from  the  farther  end  of 
New  Caftile,  to  folicit  at  court  for  a 
penfion,  which  he  thought  he  had  but 
too  well  deferved.  His  name  was  Don 
Hannibal  de  Chinchilla.  It  was  not 
without  aftonimment  that  I  beheld 
him  for  the  firft  time ;  being  a  man 
turned  of  fixty,  of  a  gigantick  ftature, 
and  extremely  meagre.  He  wore  a 
pair  of  thick  whifkers,  that  curled  up 
to  his  temples  on  each  fide.  Over  and 
above  his  want  of  a  leg  and  arm,  a 
large  plaifter  of  green  filk  fupplied  the 
place  of  one  eye,  and  the  fears  of  many 
wounds  appeared  on  his  face.  Thefe 
things  excepted,  he  was  pretty  much 
like  another  man.  Befides,  he  had  a 
good  deal  of  underftanding,  and  ftill 
more  gravity;  was  icrupulous  in  his 
morals ;  and,  in  particular,  piqued 
himfelf  on  hjs  delicacy  in  point  of  ho- 
nour. 

After  having  converfed  with  him 
two  or  three  times,  he  honoured  me 
with  his  confidence.  I  foon  became 
acquainted  with  ail  his  affairs.  He 
recounted  to  me  on  what  occafion  he 
had  left  an  eye  at  Naples,  an  arm  in. 
Lombardy,  an  da  leg  in  th?  Low-  Coun- 
tries. What  I  admired  in  his  narration 
of  battles  and  iieges  was,  that  not  one 
galconade  efcaped  him,  nor  even  a  word 
in  his  own  praife  j  though  I  could  have 
willingly  pardoned  him  forboafting  of 
the  half  of  himfelf  that  remained,  as 
an  indemnification  for  the  other  half 
that  he  had  loft.  Thofe  officers  who 
return  from  the  wars  fafe  and  found 
are  feldom  fo  modeft. 

But  he  told  me,  the  thing  that  gave 
him  the  moft  concern  was,  that  he  had 
fpent  a  confiderable  eftate  in  his  cam- 
paigns, fo  that  now  his  whole  fortune 
was  reduced  to  about  an  hundred  du- 
c?.ts  a-year,  which  was  fcarce  fuificient 
to  maintain  his  whifkers,  clear  his 
lodgings,  and  pay  for  writing  his  me- 
morials j  '  For  in  fhort,  Signior  Cava- 
'  Her,'  added  he,  Shrugging  up  his 
flioulders  ;  *  I  prefent  one,  thank  God, 
every  day,  without  being  favoured 
with  the  leaft  notice.  One  would 
fay,  that  there  is  a  wager  between 
theprime-minifter  and  me,  which  qf 
us  (hail  firft  fail,  I  in  giving,  or  he  in 
receiving  them.  I  have  alfo  had  the 
honour  to  preient  feveral  to  his  ma- 
jeftyj  but  the  curate  fmgs  no  better 
than  his  clerk  j  and,  in  the  mean 
*  time, 
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<  time,  mycaftle  of  Chinchilla  finks 

*  into  ruins  for  want  of  reparation.' 

«  We  muitdeipair  of  nothing,'  laid 
I  to  the  captain ;  '  you  are  now  per- 

*  haps  on  the  eve  of  feeing  nil  your 

*  toils    and  troubles  repaid   with   in- 

*  terehV  —  «  I   ought   not  to    flatter 

*  myfelf  with  that  hope,'  replied  Don 
Hannibal  ;    «  three  days    are  not   yet 
«  elapfed  fince  I  (poke  to  one  of  the  mi- 
«  nifter's  fecretaries;  and  if  I  may  be- 

*  lieve  what  he  faid,  I  may  make  myfelf 

*  very  ealy.' — *  And  pray,  what  did 
«  he  lay?'  I  replied:  '  Did  he  pretend 

*  that  you  was  not  worthy  of  a  recom- 

*  pence?'  —  *  You    fhall  judge,'    re- 
Jumed    Chinchilla.     «  The   fecretary 
«  told    me    very    plainly,    "    Matter 
*'  What-d'ye-call-um,  don't  brag  fo 
•'  much  of  your  zeal  and  fidelity.  You 
*l  have  done  no  more  than  your  duty, 
•'  in  expofing  yourfelf  to  danger  in 
"  behalf  of  your  country.    The  glory 
<l  alone  which  attends  brave  a6lions  is 
**  a  fnfficient  recompence,  and  ought 
'*  to  fatisfy  a  Spaniard  in  particular. 
<c  You  muft  deceive  yourfelf,   there- 
"  fore,  if  you  look  on  the  gratifica- 
«'  tion   you  folicit,  as  a  debt  due  to 
*'  your  valour.     Provided  it  be  grant- 
'<  ed  to  you,  you  will  owe  it  entire- 
"  ly  to  the  favour  and  generofity  of 
4t  the  king,  who  is  pleafed  to  think 
«'  himfelf  indebted  to  thofe  of  his  fub- 
*'  jefts  who  have  diftinguifhed  them- 
41  felves  in  the  fervice  of  the  Mate." 
4  You  fee  by  this,'  purfued  the  cap- 
tain, '  that  I  am  Mill  in  his  debt ;  and 
'  that,  in  all  likelihood,  I  fhall  return 
'  as  rich  as  I  came.' 

One  naturally  interefts  himfelf  for  a 
brave  man  in  adverfity.  I  encouraged 
him  to  perfevere,  and  offered  to  write 
his  memorials  gratis.  I  went  even  io 
far  as  to  offer  him  my  purfe,nnd  to  con- 
jure him  to  take  out  of  it  what  money 
he  wanted.  But  he  was  none  of  thofe 
who  never  wait  for  a  fecond  invitation 
on  thefe  occafions;  on  the  contrary, 
he  fhewed  himfelf  very  delicate  on  this 
point,  and  thanked  me  in  a  lofty  man- 
lier, for  my  good -will.  He  afterwards 
told  me,  that  rather  than  be  a  burden 
to  any  body,  he  had  accuftomed  him- 
felf,  by  degrees,  to  live  lo  frugally, 
that  the  leait  nourifhment  was  fuincient 
for  his  fubfirtence.  This  was  but  too 
true}  and,  therefore,  lie  was  nothing 
but  fkin  and  hone.  Thru  he  might 
have  no  witntis  of  his  wretched  repu'.t, 


he  ufed  to  lock  himfelf  up  in  his  cham- 
ber at  meals.  I  obtained  of  him,  how- 
ever, by  dint  of  entreaty,  that  we  mould 
dine  and  fup  together;  and  deceiving 
his  pride  by  an  ingenious  companion, 
ordered  more  victuals  and  liquor  than 
I  had  occafion  for  to  be  brought,  and 
urged  him  to  eat  and  drink.  At  firft, 
he  Itoud  upon  ceremony,  but  at  length 
he  yielded  to  my  entreaties.  After 
which,  becoming  infenfibly  more  bold, 
he,  of  himfelf,  aflitted  me  in  clearing 
my  plate,  and  emptying  my  bottle. 

When  we  had  drank  four  or  five 
draughts,  and  reconciled  his  ftomach 
to  good  nourishment j  '  Truly,1  faid 
he,  with  an  air  of  gaiety,  '  you  are 

very  bewitching,  Signior  Gil  Bias  ; 

you  make  me  do  what  you  pleafe ; 

your  behaviour  divefts  me  of  all  fear 

of  abufing  your  beneficent  difpofi- 

tion.*  My  captain,  at  that  time, 
feemed  fo  well  rid  of  rtiame,  that  if  I 
had  laid  hold  of  the  opportunity  of 
prerfing  him  again  to  accept  my  purfe, 
I  believe  he  would  not  have  refufed  it : 
but  I  did  not  put  him  to  the  trial ; 
contenting  myfelf  with  having  made 
him  my  meffmate,  and  with  taking 
the  trouble  not  only  of  writing  his  me- 
morials, but  alfo  of  helping  him  to 
compofe  them.  By  means  of  having 
copied  homilies,  I  had  learned  to  turn  a 
period,  and  was  become  a  kind  of  au- 
thor. The  old  officer,  on  his  part, 
piqued  himfelf  on  his  knowledge  in 
compofition  j  fo  that,  exerting  our- 
felves  together,  through  emulation,  we 
produced  morfels  of  eloquence,  worthy 
of  the  moft  celebrated  matters  of  Sala- 
manca. But  in  vain  did  each  of  ua 
exhauft  his  genius,  in  fowing  flowers 
of  rhetorick  in  thofe  memorials;  it 
was  no  better,  as  the  faying  is,  than 
fowing  them  on  fand.  Whatever 
expedient  we  fell  upon  to  enhance  the 
fervices  of  Don  Hannibal,  the  court 
paid  no  regard  toil;  a  circumltance 
that  did  not  at  all  engage  the  old  inva- 
lid tomaketheelogium  of  thofe  officers 
who  ruin  themfclves  in  the  field.  In 
his  bad  humour  he  curfed  his  fate,  and 
wifhcd  Naples,  Lombardy,  and  the 
Low-Countries,  at  the  devil. 

To  compleat  his  mortification,  it 
happened  one  day  that,  under  his  very 
-nole,  a  poet,  introduced  by  the  Duke 
d'Alva,  having  rehearfed,  in  the  prc- 
fence,  an  ode  on  the  birth  of  an  in- 
fanta, was  gratified  with  a  penfion  of 

five 
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five  hundred  ducats.  I  believe  the 
rnaimed  captain  would  have  run  mad 
on  this  occafion,  had  I  not  been  at  great 
pains  to  rccompofe  him.  '  What  is 

*  the  matter?*  faid  I,  feeing  him  quite 
befide  himfelf  j  '  there  is  nothing  in 

this  that  ought  to  give  you  uneafi- 
nefs.     Has  it  not  been  the  privilege 
of  poets,  time  immemorial,  to  make 
princes   pay  tribute    to    the   Mufe? 
There  is  not  a  crowned  head  in  the 
world  that  does  not  gratify  one  of 
thefe  gentlemen  with  a  penfion  ;  and, 
between  you  and  me,  thefe  fort  of 
rewards  being  generally  tranlmitted 
to  the  knowledge  of  pofterity,  im- 
mortalize   the   liberality  of  kings; 
whereas  the  other  recompences  which 
they  bettow  are  often  but  ib  much 
lofs  to  their  reputation.     How  many 
rewards  did  Auguftus  difpenle,  how 
many  penfions  did  he  grant,  of  which 
we  have  not  the  leaft  intimation  I  But 
the  moft  remote  polterity  will  always 
know,  as  we  do,  that  Virgil  received 
near  two  hundred  thoufand  crowns 
from  the  bounty  of  that  emperor.' 
Notwitliftanding  all  I  could  fay  to 
Don  Hannibal,  the  frufts  of  the  ode 
ftuck  in  his  ftomach  like  lead  ;   and  as 
he  could  not  digeft  it,   he  refolved  to 
abandon  the  whole  of  his  purfuit.  But 
firft  being  willing,  as  his  laft  effort,  to 
prefcnt  one  other  memorial  to  the  Duke 
of  Lerma,  we  went  together   to  the 
houfe  of  that  prime-minirler,  where  we 
met  a  young  man,  who  having  faluted 
the  captain,  faiJ  to  him,  with  an  affec- 
tionate air,  *  My  dear  old  matter,  is 
'  it  you  !  what  affair  has  brought  you 

*  hither?     If  you  have  occafion  for  a 
'  perfon  of  intereft  with  his  highnefs, 

*  pray  command  me ;  I  offer  you  my 

*  good  offices. '— '  How,  Pedrillo  !'  re- 
plied the  captain  j  '  to  hear  you  talk, 

*  one  would  imagine  you  enjoy  fome 
'  important  poll  in  this  family.' — '  I 

*  have,    at  lealt,'  anfwered  the  young 
man,  *  power  enough  to  be  of  lervice 

*  to  an  honeft  country  gentleman  like 
«  you.'—'  If  that  be   the  cafe,'  faid 
the  officer  with  a  fmile,  '  I  have  re- 
1  courfe  to  your  protection.' — c  'Tis 

*  granted,'    relumed    Pedrillo  j    *  let 

*  me  know  what  is  the  bufmels,  and  I 
1  promife  you  mall  get  fome  imps  out 

*  of  the  minifter.' 

We  had  no  feoner  communicated  the 
affair  to  this  benevolent  young  fellow, 
than  he  afkcd  where  Don  Hannibal 


lodged  j  in  which  being  fati? fied,  he 
affured  us  that  we  mould  hear  of  him 
next  day  j  and  then  difappeared,  with- 
out giving  us  the  leaft  hint  of  what  he 
intended  to  do,  or  even  telling  us  whe- 
ther or  not  he  belonged  to  the  Duke  of 
Lerma.     I  was  curious  to  know  who 
this    Pedrillo    was,    that    feemed    fo 
fprightly.     '  He  is  a  young  fellow,* 
faid  the  captain,  *  who  ferved  me  lome 
years  ago  j  and  who,  feeing  me  in 
want,  left  me  to  go  in  queft  pf  a  better 
place.     I  don't  blame  him  for  that : 
it  is  very  natural  for  one  to  change 
for  the   better.     He  is  a  wag  who 
does  not  want  underftanding,  and  is 
as   intriguing  as  the  devil  j  but  in 
fpite  of  all  his  art,  I  don't  depend 
a  great   deal    upon  the  zeal  which, 
he    has    exprefied    in     my  behalf.' 
— «    Who    knows,'    faid   I,     «   but 
he  may  be  of  fome  ufe  ?   If  he  be- 
longs, for  example,  to  fome  one  of 
the  duke's  principal  officers,  he  may 
have  it  in  his  power  to  do  you  fervlce. 
You    are    not   ignorant   that  every 
thing  is  carried,  among  the  great,  by 
cabal  and  intrigue;   that  they  have 
favourite  domefticks,  who  lead  them 
by  the  nofe;  and  that  thefe  again, 
in  their  turn,  are  governed  by  their 
own  valets.' 

Next  morning,  Pedrillo  coming  to 
ur  lodgings,  *  Gentlemen,'  faid  he, 
if  I  did  not  explain  myfelf  yefterday, 
on  the  means  I  have  of  ferving  Cap- 
tain Chinchilla,  it  was  becaufe  we 
were  not  in  a  place  proper  for  fuch 
an  explanation.  Befides,  I  was  will- 
ing to  found  the  bufinefs,  before  I 
dilclofed  it  to  you.  You  mull  know, 
then,  that  I  am  the  lacquey  and  con- 
fident of  Signior  Rodngo  de  Calde- 
rona,  the  Duke  of  Lerma's  firft  fe- 
cretary.  My  matter,  who  is  very 
much  addicted  to  gallantry,  fups 
every  evening  with  an  Arragonian 
nightingale,  that  he  keeps  encaged 
near  the  court.  She  is  a  very  hand- 
fome  girl,  from  Albarazin,  of  good 
undemanding,  and  fings  to  admi- 
ration ;  therefore  me  is  called  Sig- 
nora  Sirena.  As  I  carry  a  billet- 
doux  to  her  every  morning,  I  have 
jult  now  feen  her;  I  have  propofed 
that  fhe  fliall  make  Don  Hannibal 
pafs  for  her  uncle,  and,  on  thatfup- 
potition,  engage  her  gallant  to  pro- 
tect him.  She  is  willing  to  under- 
take the  affair  j  for,  belidss  the  i'mall 
H  it  * 
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'  advantage  flie  forefees  in  it  for  her- 
«  felf,  (he  will  be  extremely  glad  to  he 
4  thought  the  niece  of  a  brave  gentle- 
*  man/ 

Signior  de  Chinchilla  made  wry 
faces  at  this  propofal,  and  expreflTed  a 
reluctance  in  making  himfelt  an  ac- 
complice of  fuch  a  prank  j  and  ftill 
more,  in  fuffering  a  flie-adventurer  to 
clifbonour  his  family,  by  faying  flie  be- 
longed to  it.  He  was  difgufted  at  it, 
not  only  on  account  of  hirofelf,  but 
alfo  perceived  in  it  (if  I  may  be  allow- 
ed the  expreflion)  at  retrofpective  ig- 
nominy upon  all  his  anceftors.  This 
delicacy  feemed  very  unfeafonable  to 
Pedrillo ;  who,  being  fhocked  at  it,  ex- 
claimed, *  You  jeft  lure,  to  take  it  in 
that  view!  You  are  fuch  a  fet  of 
people,  you  cottage  fquires,  your 
vanity  is  quite  ridiculous  !— Signior 
Cavalier,'  he  purfued,addrem"nghim- 
elf  to  me,  *  are  you  not  furpnzed  at 
the  fcruples  he  makes  ?  Egad  !  it  is 
a  fine  thing,  indeed,  to  (land  on  fuch 
punctilios  at  court  I  Fortune  is  never 
neglected  there,  whatever  /hape  it 
aiTumes.' 

I  approved  of  what  Pedrillo  faid, 
and  we  harangued  the  captain  fo  fuc- 
cefsfully,  that  we  prevailed  upon  him, 
in  ipiteof  himfelf,  to  become  Sirena's 
uncle.     When  we  had  gained  the  vic- 
tory over  his  pride,  we  laid  all   our 
three  heads  together,  in  order  to  com- 
pofe   a  new  memorial  for  the   mmi- 
iter,   and  it  was  revifed,   augmented, 
and  corrected  accordingly.  I  then  wrote 
it  out  fair,   and  Pedrillo  carried  it  to 
the  Arragonian  lady,    who,   that  very 
evening,  put  it  into  the  hands  of  Sig- 
nior Don  Kodrigo,  to  whom  me  fpoke 
in  fuch  a  manner,    that  the  fecretary 
believing    her    really    the    captain's 
niece,  promifed  to  exert  himfelf  in  his 
behalf.      A  few  days  after,  we  law 
the  effects  of  this  our  work.     Pedrillo 
came  to  our  lodging  with  an  air  ot 
triumph:    *  Good  news  P    faid   he   to 
Chinchilla ;   «  the   king  is   going   to 
make  a  diftribution  of  government^,, 
benefices,    and  penfions,    in    which 
you  (hull  not  be  forgot.     But  I  am 
ordered  to  alk  what  preient  you  in- 
tend to  make  to  birena.     As  for  my 
own  part,  I  declare  I'll  have  nothing 
at  all.     I  prefer  the  pleafure  of  hav- 
ing   contributed    towards    bettering 
my  old   mailer's  fortune,  to  all  the 
gold  in  the  world.     Bui  this  is  not 


'  the  cafe  with  our  nymph  of  Albara* 
'  zin;  /lie  is  a  little  Jewifhly  inclined  ; 
'  when  the  bufmefs  is  to  oblige  her 
'  neighbour,  me  would  take  money 
'  of  her  own  father;  foyou  may  judge 
c  if  me  will  refufe  it  from  a  pretended 
'  uncle.' 

*  Let  her  mention  her  demand,'  re- 
plied Don  Hannibal,  «  me  mall,  if  me 

*  pleafes,  have  yearly  one-third  of  the 
'  penlion  I  obtain  j  and  that  ought  to 
'  iatisfy  her,  if  the  whole  revenues  of 
'  his  Catholick  Majefty  were  concern - 
'  ed  in  the  bargain.*—'  For  my  own 
'  part,*  replied  Don  Rodrigo's  Mer- 
cury, *  I  would  chearfully  rely  upon 
'  your  word,  becaufe  I  know  the  value 
'  ofitj  but  you  have  to  do  with  a  little 
'  creature  who  is  naturally  diftruitful. 
'  Belides,    me   would    much     rather 
'  have,    once   for  all,    two-thirds  of 
'  the    produft    advanced    in    ready- 

*  money." — '  Where  the  devil  does  flie 
«  think  I  fliall  find  it  ?'  tried  the  officer, 
haftily  interrupting  him;  '  does  flie 

*  think   I    am   a  money-broker?     It 
'  ieems  you   have  not  made  her  ac- 

*  qua  in  ted  with  my  fituation/— *  Par- 
'  don    me/   replied    Pedrillo;    *  flie 
'  knows  very  well  that  you  are  as  poor 
4  a*Job  :  after  what  I  have  told  her,  flie 

*  cannot  be  ignorant  of  your  circum- 
'  fiances.    But  don't  give  yourfelf  any 
'  trouble   about  the  matter  j  I  am  a 

*  man  fertile  in  expedients.     I  know 
'  an  old  rogue  of  a  lawyer  who  takes 
'  pleafure  in  lending  his  money  at  ten 
«  per  cent.    You  fliall  make  an  aflign- 
'  ment,  with  fecurity  to  him,  before  a 
'  notary,  of  the  firft  year  of  your  pen- 

*  fioii,    for  the  like  fum,  which  you 
'  mail   acknowledge  to  have  received 
<  from  him,  and  which  you  will  touch 
«  in  effect,  the  interelt  included.  With 

*  regard  to  the  fecurity,  the  lender  will 
'  he    contented   with    your    caltle  of 

*  Chinchilla,  fuch  as  it  isj  fo  that  we 
«  mail    have    no    diipute    upon   that 
'  fcore.' 

The  captain  protefted  that  he  would 
accept  of  the  conditions,  if  he  fliould 
be  lucky  enough  to  have  any  (hare  in 
the  favours  which  were  to  be  diflri- 
butcd  next  day.  And  he  was  not  dif- 
appointed  ;  being  gratified  with  apen- 
iion  »r  three  Hundred  piftolcs  on  a  cer- 
tain government.  As  foon  as  he  un- 
derltood  this  piece  of  news,  he  gave  all 
til.-  iccurity  that  was  demanded,  tran- 
fafted  his  liitle  affairs,  and  returned  to 
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New  Caftile  with  fome  piftoles  in  his 
pocket. 


CHAP.     XIII. 

CIL  BLAS  MEETS  HIS  DEAR  FRIEND 
FABRICIUS  AT  COURT;  THEIR 
MUTUAL  JOY  :  THEY  REPAIR 
TO  A  CERTAIN  PLACE,  WHERE  A 
CURIOUS  CONVERSATION  HAP- 
PENS BETWEEN  THEM. 

I  Contracted  a  cuftom  of  going  every 
morning  to  court,  where  I  com- 
monly fpent  two  or  three  hours,  in 
feeing  the  grandees  pafs  and  repafs, 
though  they  appeared  there  without 
that  fplendour  which  fuirounds  them 
in  other  places. 

One  day,  as  I  walked  to  and  fro,  and 
ftrutted  through  the  apartments,  mak- 
ing, like  many  others,  a  foolifh  figure 
enough,  I  perceived  Fabricius,  whom 
I  had  left  at  Valladolid  in  the  fervice 
of  an  hofpital  director.  What  aftonifti- 
ed  me  was,  that  he  talked  familiarly 
to  the  Duke  of  Medina  Sidonia,  and 
the   Marquis    of    Santa-Cruz.     Nay, 
thefe  two  noblemen  feemed  to  lifter. 
to  him  with  pleafure,  and  he  wa.   .  • 
well  drefTed  as  a  man  of  quality.   c  Anj 
'  I  not   miftaken!'   faid    I  to  myfelf. 
4  Can   this  be  the  fon  of  barber  Nu- 
'  nez !     Perhaps    it    is    fome   young 
*  courtier   who    refembles    him.*     I 
did   not    long  remain  in  doubt:    the 
noblemen  went  away,  and  I  accoftecj 
Fabricius.       He    knew    me    at    firft 
fight;     and    after    having  made    me 
fqueeze  through  the  crowd  with  him, 
to  get  out  of  the  apartments,  <  My 
'  dear  Gil  Bias/  faid  he,  embracing 
me,  '  I  am  rejoiced  to  fee  you  again  ! 
How  art  thou  employed  at  Madrid  ? 
art  thou  ftill  in  fervice,  or  haft  thou 
fome  poft  at  court  ?     Give  me  an  ac- 
count of  all  that  has   happened  to 
thee,  fince  thy  precipitate  retieat  from 
Valladolid  ?'— <  You  afk  me  a  great 
many  queftions  at  once/  faid  I  j  '  and 
we  are  not  now  in  a  proper  place  to 
relate  adventures.' — *  Thou  art  in 
the  right,'  he  replied ;    *  we  mall  be 
more    at    liberty   in    my    lodgings. 
Come  j  I  will  mew  you  the  way  ;   it 
is  not  far  from  hence.     J  am  quite 
my  own  mailer,  agreeably  lodged, 
perfectly  eafy  in  my  circumftances, 
J  aw  contented  with  my  fituaeion, 


'  and  happy  becaufe  I  think  myfelf 
4  fo.' 

I  accepted  thepropofal,  and  follow- 
ed  Fabricius,  who  Hopped  before  a 
very  fine  houfe,  where  he  told  me  he 
lodged.  We  croiTed  a  court,  where, 
on  one  fide,  there  was  a  great  ftair- 
cafe  that  led  to  very  fuperb  apartments, 
and,  on  the  other,  a  fmall  flight,  equal- 
ly dark  and  narrow,  by  which  we  a- 
Icended  to  the  lodging  he  had  fo  much 
extolled.  It  confifted  of  one  room 
only,  which  my  ingenious  friend  had 
divided  into  four,  by  thin  deal  boards. 
The  firft  ferved  as  an  anti-chamber  to 
the  fecond,  where  he  lay  j  he  had  made 
a  clofet  of  the  third,  and  a  kitchen 
of  the  laft.  The  chamber  and  anti- 
chamber  were  lined  with  maps,  and 
thefes  of  philofophy;  and  the  furniture 
was  fuitable  to  this  kind  of  hanging  ; 
confifting  of  a  large  brocade  bed,  very 
much  worn,  old  chairs  covered  with 
yellow  ferge,  garni fhed  with  a  fringe 
of  Grenada  filk  of  the  fame  colour  j  a 
table  with  gilt  feet,  covered  with  lea- 
ther that  feeraed  to  be  once  red,  and 
bordered  with  a  tinfel  fringe  become 
black  by  the  lapfe  of  time  j  with  an 
ebony  cupboard,  adorned  with  figures 
coarfely  carved.  He  had,  ioftead  of  a 
bureau,  in  his  ciofet,  a  little  table  j 
and  his  library  was  compofed  of  forn^ 
books,  with  feveral  bundles  of  paper 
lying  on  (helves,  placed  above  one  a- 
nother,  along  the  wall.  His  kitchen, 
which  was  conformable  to  the  reft, 
contained  fome  earthen  ware,  and  other 
neceflary  utenfils. 

Fabricius,    after  having   given    me 
time  to  confider  his  apartment,  faid, 
What  doft  thou  think  of  my  lodging 
and  ceconomy  ?  an't  thou  enchanted 
with  them  ?* — «  Yes,  faith,1  I  repli- 
d,  imiling  j  «  I  nm  fo.     Thou  muft 
have  certainly  played  thy  cards  weil 
at  Madrid,  to  be  fo  well  furnifhed. 
Thou,  doubtlefs,  enjoyeft  fome  poft.' 
— -'  Heaven  forbid  !'  replied  he  j  *  the 
bufinefs  I  follow  is  above  all  employ- 
ments whatever.     A  man  of  fafhion, 
to  whom  this  houie  belongs,  gave 
me  a  room,  which   I  have  divided 
irto  four,  and    furnifhed,    as  thou 
feeft.     I  meddle  with  nothing  but 
what  gives  me  pleafure,  and  feel  not 
the   cravings  of  neceflity.'— «  Pray 
be  more  explicit/  faid  I,  interrupt- 
ing him ;    *  you   irritate   the  defire  I 
•  have  of  knowing  what  you  do.' — 
H  h  z  «  Well/ 


238 


ADVENTURES    OF    GIL    BLAS. 


«  Well,*  faid  he  j  «  thou  (halt  be  fatis- 
'  fied.     I  am  turned  author,  and  hive 

*  commenced  wit;  I  write  in  verfe  as 

*  well  as  in  profe,  and  am  equally  good 
'  at  every  thing.' 

*  Thou  a  favotiriteof  Apollo  !'  cried 
I,  laughing.     '  This  is  what  I  never 
'  could  have  divined.     I  ihould  have 

*  been  much   lefs    furprized    to  have 
'  found  thee  in  a  quite  contrary  fitua- 
'  tion.      What  charms  couldft    thou 
'  find  in  the  condition  of  a  poet?  me- 
'  thinks  thefe   people   are  commonly 

*  defpifed  in  civil  life,  and  are  far  from 

*  having    an  eftablifhed   ordinary.'-— 

*  O  fy  ''  cried  he,  in  his  turn  j   *  thou 
'  talked  of  thofe  miferable  authors, 

*  whofe  works  are  the  refufe  of  libra  - 
4  ries  and  players.     Is  it  to  be  won- 

*  dered  at,   that  fuch  writers  are  not 

*  efteemed  ?      But  good  authors,   my 

*  friend,  are  on  a  better  footing  in  the 

*  world  ;    r.nd    I    may    fay,    without 
«  vanity,  that  I  am  one  of  that  num- 
<  ber,'  —  '  I  don't  at  all  doubt  it/  faid 
I  j  *  thou  art  a  young  fellow  of  excel- 

*  lerit  genius  :    that  which  is   com- 
'  pofed  by  thee  cannot  be  bad.     All 

*  that  I  arn  at  a  lofs  to  know  is,  how 

*  thou  wall  firft  feized  with  the  rage  of 
«  rhyme.' 

*  Thy  furprize  is  juft/  replied  Nun- 
ricz  ;   '  I  was  fo  well  fatisfied  with  my 
'  fituation  while  in  the  fervice  of  Don 

*  Manuel  Ordonnez,  that  I  did  not  fo 

*  much  as  wi/h   for  any  other.     But 

*  my  genius  rifing   by    degrees,  like 

*  that  of  Plautus,  above  fervitude,   I 
4  compofed  a  comedy,  which  was  aft- 

*  ed  by  the  company  at  Valladolid. 

*  Although  it  was  not  worth  a  fig,  it 
«  met  with  great  fuccefs  j  from  whence 

*  I  concluded,  that  the  jniblick  was  a 

*  good  milch  cow,  which  eafily  parted 
'  with  it's  ftore.    This  reflection,  join- 

*  ed  to  the  furious  defire  of  compofing 
•'  new  pieces,  detached  me  from   the 

*  hofpital.     The  love  of  poetry  ba- 

*  nifhed  my  paffion  for  riches  ;  and  re- 

*  folving  to   repair  to  Madrid,   ns  the 

*  centre  of  wit,   in  order  to   form  my 

*  tafte,  I  demanded  my  d  if  million  from 

*  thr   director,  who  did    not  grnnr   it 
'  without  regret,  fo  much  af) 

*  he  conceived  for  me*     "  Fabricius," 


faid  he,  "  haft  thou  any  caufe  to  be 
diflatisfied  ?"— «  No,  Sir,"  I  repli- 
rd  j  " you  are  the  beft  of  mafters, 
and  I  am  penetrated  with  your  ge- 
nerofity.  But,  you  know,  one  muft 
follow  his  deftiny.  I  find  I  am 
born  to  eternize  my  name  by  works 
of  genius."— ."  What  folly  pofTefles 
thee  !"  refumed  the  good  citizen  ; 
thou  halt  already  taken  root  in  the 
hofpital,  and  art  of  that  kind  of 
wood  of  which  ftewards  and  even 
directors  are  made.  Thou  art  go- 
ing  to  leave  what  is  folid,  in  order 
to  employ  thyfelf  in  trifles  ;  and 
thou  wilt  foon  repent  of  thy  impru» 
dence,  my  child.1' 
'  The  director,  feeing  that  he  op- 
pofed  my  defign  to  no  purpofe,  paid 
my  wages,  and  over  and  above,  made 
me  a  pielent  of  fifty  ducats,  as  a 
recompence  for  my  faithful  fervices  : 
Ib  that  with  this,  and  what  I  found 
means  to  glean  in  the  little  commif- 
fions  that  were  entrufted  to  my  in- 
tegrity,  I  was  in  a  condition,  on  my 
arrival  at  Madrid,  to  appear  in  a  ve- 
ry  handfome  manner.  This  I  failed 
not  to  do  ;  though  the  writers  of  our 
nation  don't  much  pique  themfelves 
on  their  neat  appearance.  I  foon  he- 
came  acquainted  witli  Lope  de  Ve- 
ga  *,  Miguel  Cervantes  de  Saave- 
dra  f,  and  other  famous  authors  ; 
but,  in  preference  to  thefe  great  men, 
I  r hofe  for  my  preceptor  a  young 
batchelor  of  Cordova,  the  incompa- 
rable  Don  Lewis  de  Gongora,  the 
finelt  genius  that  ever  Spain  produc- 
ed.  lie  will  not  allow  his  works  to 
be  printed  in  his  life-time,  but  con- 
tents  himfclf  with  reiding  them  to 
his  friends  ;  and,  what  is  very  re- 
markable,  Nature  has  endued  hirr^ 
with  the  rare  talent  of  fucceeding  in 
nil  kinds  of  poetry.  He  chiefly  ex- 
eels  in  fruire,  which,  indeed,  is  his 
mninftrength.  He  is  not  (like  Lu- 
eilius)  a  muddy  river  that  fweeps 
along  with  it  abundance  of  flime  ; 
but  rather  the  Tagu?,  that  rolls  over 
golden  fands  it's  limpid  ftrcam.'1— 
Thou  drawcft,'  faid  I  to  Fabricius, 
an  agreeable  picture  of  this  fime 
batchelorj  and  I  don't  doubt  that  a 


*  A  celebrated  dr.imj.ri.-k  p<,.-%   .ts  much  ndmirrd  by   the  Spaniards   ns  Shakefprr,ir: 
ie  Eiitclifh.     He  is  f^id   to  h.ue  compofed  eighteen  hundred  pieces  lor  the 
,   be fiu':<;  many  other  \voric«. 

•J-  The  renown^;  ^.itiior  of  Don  (Quixote. 

*  perfon 
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*  perfon  of  fuch  merit,  has   a   great 

*  number  of  envious  enemies.' — '  All 
«  our  authors,'  he  replied, « good  as  well 
<  as  bad,  inveigh  bitterly  againft  him. 
"  He  delights,"  fays  one,  <f  in  bom- 
"  baft,  points,  metaphors,  and  tranf- 
«<  pofition." — "  His  verfes,"  faith  a- 

*  nother,    "  are  as  obfcure  as    thole 
"  which  the  Salian  priefts  fang  in  their 
ft  procefllons,  and  which  nobody  un- 

«  derltood."  Others  again  find  fault 
with  his  compofing  fometimes  fon- 
nets  or  romances,  ibmetimes  come- 
dies, Itanzas,  and  acrofticksj  as  if 
he  had  foolimly  undertaken  toeclipfe 
all  the  great  mailers  in  their  own 
different  ways.  But  all  thefe  efforts 
of  jealoufy  are  baffled  by  a  mule  that 
is  cherimed  by  all  ranks  of  people, 
from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft. 
*  It  was  under  this  fkilful  mailer 
that  I  ferved  my  apprenticeship  j  and 
I  dare  fay  it  has  appeared  :  for  I 
have  fo  happily  imbibed  his  genius, 
that  I  have  already  compofed  fome 
detached  pieces  which  he  would  not 
blulh  to  father.  I  opened  my  ware 
(according  to  his  example)  in  the 
houfes  of  the  great,  where  I  am 
wonderfully  well  received,  and  have 
to  do  with  people  who  are  not  dif- 
ficult to  pleafe.  'Tis  true,  indeed, 
my  fuccefsful  beginning  has  been  of 
no  differvice  to  my  later  compofi- 
tions.  In  fliort,  I  am  beloved  by 
feveral  noblemen,  and  in  particular, 
live  with  the  Duke  de  Medina  Sido- 
nia,  as  Horace  once  lived  with  Mae- 
cenas. You  fee,'  added  Fabricius, 
in  what  manner  I  was  metamorphof- 
ed  into  an  author.  I  have  nothing 
elfe  to  relate  ;  fo  that  it  is  now  thy 
turn,  Gil  Bias,  to  rehearle  thy  ex- 
ploits.' 

I  opened  accordingly ;  and  fupprefT- 
ing  every  trivial  circumftance,  gave 
him  the  detail  he  defired  :  after  which, 
it  being  dinner-time,  he  took  out  of 
his  ebony  cupboard,  a  couple  of  nap- 
kins, fome  bread,  the  remains  of  a 
fhoulder  of  roaft  mutton,  a  bottle  of 
excellent  wine,  and  we  fat  down  at  the 
table  with  all  the  gaiety  of  two  friends 
who  meet  after  a  long  feparation. 
'  Thou  feeft,'  laid  he,  *  my  free  and 
'  independent  life  :  I  might,  if  I  would, 
'  go  and  dine  every  day  with  the  peo- 

*  pie  of  quality  ;  but,  befides  that  the 

*  poetick  inclination  keeps  me  often- 
f  iirjje^  at  home,  I  am  a  fort  of  an  Aii- 


'  ftippus  ;  and  can  equally  accommo- 
<  date  myfelf  to  company  and  folitude, 

*  to  affluence  and  frugality."1  We  Iike4 
the  wine  fo  well,  that  there  was  a  ne- 
eefliry  of  taking  another  bottle  from 
the  ftore  $  and,  towards  the  end  of  the 
repaft,  I  exprelfed  a   deiire  of  feeing 
fome  of  his  productions.     He  imme- 
diately fearched  among  his  papers  for 
a  fonnet,  which  he   read  aloud   with 
great  emphafis.    Neverthelcfs,  in  fpite 
of  the  charms  of  his  reading,  I  found 
the   performance    fo    obfcure,    that   I 
could  not  comprehend  the  meaning  of 
one  fyllable.  Perceiving  my  ignorance, 
'  This  fonnet,,1  faid  he,  «  does  not  feem 
'-  very  clear  to  thy  apprehenfion  ;  is  it 

*  not  fo  ?'  I  owned  to  him  that  I  could 
have  wifhed  it   had   been  more  plain. 
Upon  which  he  fell  a  laughing  at  my 
expence.   *  If  this  fonnet,'  he  relumed, 

is  not  intelligible,  fo  much  the  bet- 
ter.    The  natural  and  fimple  won't 
do  for  fonuets,  odes,  and  other  works 
that  require  the  fublime.     The  fole 
merit  of  thefe  is  in  their  obfcurity  ; 
and  it  is  fufficient  if  the  poet  him- 
felf  thinks  he  understands  them/— - 
You  joke,  friend!'  faid  1,  interrupt- 
ng  him  5  '  good  fenfe  and  perfpicuitjr 
ought  to  be  ingredients  in  poetry  of 
all  kinds  whatever ;  and   if  thy  in- 
comparable Gongora  writes  not  more 
plainly  than  thou  doft,  I  confefs  my 
opinion  of  him  finks  apace.  He  mull 
be  a  poet  who  can  never  deceiva  any 
other  age  than  his  own.  Let  us  now 
have  a  fpecimen  of  thy  profe.*  Here- 
upon,   Nunnez   produced    a   preface, 
which   (he  faid)  ho  intended  to  prefix 
to  a  collection  of  comedies  that  he  had 
then  in  the  prefs  ;  and,  having  read  it, 
alked  my  opinion.  *  I  am,'  faid  I,  *  no 

*  better  pleafed  with  thy  "profe  than 

*  with  thy  poetry.     Thy   fonnet  is   a 
'  piece   of  verbofa    fuflian  ;    and  t^y 

preface  is  compofed  of  far-fetched 
expreflions,  words  that  have  not  the 
publick  Itamp,  perplexed  phrafes  ; 
in  a  word,  thy  ftyle  is  quite  peculiar 
to  thyfelf ;  and  the  books  of  ourbeft 
authors,  ancient  as  well  as  modern, 
are  written  in  a  quite  different  man- 
ner.'— <  Poor  ignoramus  !'  cried  Fa- 
>ricius  j  '  thou  doft  not  know,  then, 
that  every  profaick  writer  who  no\y 
afpires  at  the  reputation  of  a  delicate 
pen,  affects  that  Angularity  of  Ityle, 
and  thofe  odd  e^xpielfions,  which 
(hock  thee  To  much.  There  are  of 
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*  us  five  or  fix  bold  innovators,  who 
4  have  undertaken  to  make  a  thorough 

*  change  in  the  language ;  and  we  will 
4  accomplish  it  (pleafe  God  !)  in  fpite 

*  of  Lope  de  Vega,  Cervantes,  and  all 
4  the  fine  geniufes  who  cavil  at  our 
4  new  modes  of  fpeech.     We  are  fe- 

*  conded  by  a  number  of  partizans  of 

*  diftinftion,  and  have  even  fometheo- 
4  logicians  in  our  cabal. 

*  After  all,'  added  he,  *  our  tlefign 
4  is  commendable;  and,  prejudice  a- 

*  part,  we  are  more  valuable  than  thofe 
4  natural  writers  who  fpeak  like  the 

*  common  run  of  mankind.    I  don't 
4  know  for  what  reaibn  they  are  efteem- 

*  ed  by  fo  many  perfons  of  honour. 

*  Their  manner  was  proper  enough  at 
4  Athens  or  Rome,  where  there  was 
4  no  diftinclion  in  point  of  fpeaking; 

*  fo  that  Socrates  faid  to  Alcibiades, 
4  the  people  was  an  excellent  fchool- 
4  matter  :    but  at   Madrid,  we   have 
4  both  a  good  and  a  bad  language, 
4  and  our  courtiers  exprefs  themfelves 
4  quite   otherwife   than   our  citizens, 

*  believe  me.     In  mort,  our  new  ftyle 
c  overtops  that  of  our  amagonifts.     I 
4  will,    by  one  example,    make   thee 

*  perceive  the  difference  between  the 
4  gentility  of  our  diftion,  and  the  flat- 
4  nefs   of  theirs.     They  would   fay, 
4  quite  plainly,  for  inftance,  "  Inter- 
**  ludes  embellifh  a  comedy  :"  while 

*  we,  with   more   fpirit,   would  pro- 
4  nounce,  "  Interludes  create  beauty 
(l  in  a  comedy."  Take  notice  of  that; 

*  create   beauty.     Doft  thoii  perceive 

*  all  the  brilliancy,  all  the  delicacy, 
4  all  the  prettinefsj  of  the  expreffion  ?' 

I  interrupted  my  innovator  with  a 
Joud  laugh.     «  Go,  Fabricius,*  faid  I, 

*  thou   art  quite  an  original  with  this 
4  thy  precious  language. — *  And  thou, 
anfwered  he,  '  art    no  better  than   a 
4  beaft,  with  thy  natural  ityle.  "  Go," 
'  faid  he,  repeating  the  words  of  the 
4  Archbifliop  of  Grenada }  '*  go  and 


44  tell  my  treafurer  to  give  you  an  bun  - 
44  dred  ducats  ;  and  Heaven  direct  you 
44  with  that  fum!  Adieu,  Mr.  Gil 
*«  Bias  j  I  wifh  you  a  great  deal  of 
44  good  fortune,  with  a  little  more 
44  tafte  !" 

I  redoubled  my  mirth  at  this  folly  | 
and  Fabricius,  forgiving  me  for  hav» 
ing  fpoke  fo  irreverently  of  his  writ- 
ings, loft  nothing  of  his  good  humour. 
We  finifhed  our  fecond  bottle  ;  and, 
getting  up  from  table  in  a  pretty  good 
trim,  went  out  with  a  defign  to  walk 
in  the  Prado ;  but,  parting  by  the  door 
of  a  tavern,  we  took  it  in  our  beads  to 
go  in. 

This  place  was  ufually  frequented 
by  good  company;  and  I  obferved  in 
two  feparate  halls,  a  great  many  cava- 
liers amufing  themfelves  in  different 
diverfions.     In  one,    they   played   at 
drafts  and  primero ;  and,  in  the  other, 
ten   or   twelve  perfons  were  liftening 
very  attentively  to  a  difpute  between 
two  profefled  wits.     We  had  no  occa- 
fion  to  go  near  them,  in  order  to  learn 
that  a  metaphyiical  proportion  was  the 
fubjecl  of  their  difpute ;  for  they  talked 
with  fuch  warmth  and  transport,  that 
they  looked  like  people  pofTeffcd.     I 
imagine,  if  Eleazar's  ring  *  had  been 
put  under  their  nofes,  we  mould  have 
feen   devils    ifTue    with  their  breath* 
4  Good  God  !'   faid  I  to  my  compa- 
nion,   4  what  paflion  !    what    lungs  ! 
Thefe  difputants  were  certainly  born 
to  bt  (niblick,  criers.     The  greateft 
part  of  mankind  arc  mifplaced.'— 
Yes,  truly,'  he  replied;  '  thefe  peo- 
ple feem  to  be  of  the  race  of  No- 
vius  f,  that  Roman  banker,  whole 
voice  exceeded  the  noife  of  carmen. 
But/  added  he,  *  what  gives  me  the 
greateft  difguft  at  their  difcourfe  is, 
that  our  ears  are  ftunned  to  no  pur- 
pofe.'     We  removed  at   a   diftance 
from  thofe  vociferous  metaphyficians, 
and  by  that  expedient  I  prevented  a 


*  Eleazar  was  a  famous  magician,  who  caft  out  devils,  by  affixing  to  the  nofe  of 
the  pofieffcd  a  certain  myltical  ring,  which  tthe  demon  no  (ooner  Imellcd,  than  he 
abandoned  the  patient.  Jn  performing  before  the  Emneror  Vefpafian,  he  commanded 
the  devil  tooverfet  a  pitcher  of  water,  which  the  demon  immediately  complied  with, 
to  the  aftonifhmentof  the  fpeclators. 

•f  Novius,  from  being  a  (lave,  came  to  be  a  rich  citizen  of  Rome,  and  turned  ufurer  : 
which  infamy  Horace  has  perpetuated,  and  has  alfo  immortalized  the  lou,dnefs  of  i*is 
voice,  in  the  futh  Satire  of  his  firft  book. 

At  hie  Ji  plaujlra  ducenta 

Cotieurranrquefcro  triafuncra  magna  JonaLit, 
Cornua  quad,  vincttque  tub*** 

violent 
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violent  head- ache  which  had  begun  to 
feize  me.  We  went  and  fate  down  in 
the  corner  of  the  other  hall,  whence, 
while  we  drank  refiefhing  liquors,  we 
examined  the  cavaliers  as  they  came  in 
and  went  out.  As  Nunnez  knew  al- 
moft  all  of  them,  *  Egad  !'  cried  he, 
«  the  difpute  of  our  philofophers  won't 

*  be  foon  over:  here  are  frefh  rein- 
'  forcements  arriving :  thefe  three  men 

*  will  engage  in  the  fray.     But  feeft 

*  thou  thefe  two  originals  going  out  ? 
'  That  little,  fwarthy,  withered  crea- 
4  ture,  whofe  lank  ftraight  hair  falls 
'  down  in  equal  portions  before  and 

*  behind,  is  called  Don  Julien  de  Vel- 
'  lanunno,  and  is  a  young  judge  who 

*  affefts  the  beau  :  one  of  my  friends 
'  and  I  going  to  dine  with  him  t'other 

*  day,  furprized  him  in  a  pretty  fin- 
'  gular  occupation.    He  was  diverting 

*  himfelf  in  his  clofet,  by  throwing 

*  away  the  writings  of  a  procefs  of 

*  which  he  is  to  make  a  report,  and 

*  making  a  greyhound  bring  them  back 
'  again  to  him,  while  the  dog  tore  them 

*  to  pieces  very  handfomely.  The  name 

*  of  that  licentiate  with  the  copper  nofe, 

*  who  accompanies  him,  is  Don  Che- 
4  rubin  Tonto,  a  canon  of  the  church 
'  of  Toledo,  the  weakeft  mortal  in  the 

*  world ;  though  by  his  fprightly  fmil- 
'  ing  air,  you  would  imagine  he  had 

*  a  great  deal  of  wit.     He  has  bright 

*  fparkling  eyes,  with  an  arch  mali- 

*  cious  fneer :  fo  that  one  would  be 

*  apt  to  think  him  a  wag.     When  he 
'  hears  a  dedicate  performance  read,  he 

*  litlens  with  fuch  attention  as  feems 
4  full  of  underftanding,    and  all  the 

*  while  comprehends  nothing  at  all  of 

*  the  matter.     He  dined  with  us  at  the 
'  judge's  houfe,  where  an  infinite  num- 
'  ber  of  witty  things  were  faid ;  but 

*  he  fpoke   never  a  word,  though  he 
c  applauded  them  with  grimaces  and 

*  geftures  that  feemed  even  ftiperior  to 

*  the  Tallies  that  were  uttered/ 

'  Doft  thou  know,'  faid  I  to  Nun- 
nez, (  thefe  two  fhabby  fellows  who, 

*  with  their  elbows  on  the  table,  fit  in 

*  a   corner,  and  converfe  together  in 

*  whifpers  ?'— «  No  !'    faid  he,  « their 

*  faces  are  quite  unknown  to  me;  but 

*  in  all  likelihood  they  are  coffee-houfe 
'  politicians  who  cenfure  the  govern- 
'  ment.     Mark  that  genteel  cavalier, 
'  who  whittles  as  he  walks  through  the 
'  hall,  and  fupporu  himfelf  foraetimes 


on  one  foot,  fometimes  on  another; 
that  is  Don  Auguftin  Moreto,  a 
young  poet,  who  was  born  with  fome 
genius,  but  flatterers  and  ignorant 
people  have  almoft  turned  his  brain. 
The  man  whom  he  accolls  is  one  of 
his  confederates,  who  is  alfo  moon- 
(truck,  and  rhymes  in  profe. 
'  More  authors  (till !'  cried  he,  fhew- 
ng  me  two  well -drafted  men  coming; 
n  j  «  one  would  think  they  had  made 
a  rendezvous  here,  to  pals  in  review 
before  thee.  Thefe  are,  Don  Bernard 
DefTenguado,  and  Don  Sebaftian  de 
Villa  Viciofa.  The  firft  is  a  ge- 
nius full  of  gall,  an  author  bora 
under  the  planet  of  Saturn,  a  ma- 
licious mortal,  whofe  pleafure  con- 
fifts  in  hating  all  the  world,  and  is 
himfelf  beloved  by  nobody.  As  for 
Don  Sebaftian,  he  is  a  young  fellow 
of  candour,  who  will  let  nothing 
lie  upon  his  confciencej  he  lately 
brought  a  performance  on  the  ftage, 
which  had  an  extraordinary  run  j  and 
now  he  has  printed  it,  that  he  may- 
no  longer  abufe  the  efteem  of  the 
*  publick.' 

The  charitable  pupil  of  Gongora 
was  going  on  in  explaining  the  figxires 
of  this  picture,  which  mifted  fo  often 
to  the  view,  when  a  gentleman  belong- 
ing to  the  Duke  de  Medina  Sidonia 
came  and  interrupted  him,  faying, 
'  Signior  Don  Fabricio,  I  was  look- 
'  ing  for  you,  in  order  to  let  you  know 
c  that  his  grace  would  fpeak  with  you 
'  immediately  at  his  own  houfe.'  Nun- 
nez, who  knew  that  a  grandee's  wifhes 
cannot  be  too  foon  fatisfied,  quitted  me 
in  a  trice,  to  go  and  wait  upon  his 
Maecenas  j  while  I  remained  very  much 
aftonifhed  to  hear  him  honoured  with 
the  appellation  of  Don,  and  fee  him 
thus  become  noble  in  defpite  of  his 
fire,  Matter  Chryibilom  the  barber. 


CHAP.     XIV. 

FABRICIUS  INTRODUCES  GIL  BLAS 
TO  THE  SERVICE  OF  COUNT  CA- 
LIASO,  A  SICILIAN  NOBLEMAN. 

I  Was  fo  defirous  of  feeing  Fabricius 
again,  that  I  vifited  him  early  next 
morning,    '  Good- morrow !'    faid    I, 
whenl  entered,  '  Signior  Don  Fabri- 
*  cio,  the  flower,  or  rather  glow- worm, 
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*  oFthe  Afturlan  nohiiity  !*  At  thefe 
woids  he  laughed  heartily.  4  Thou 
haft  obferved,  then,'  cried- he,  «  that 
I  am  dubbed  a  don  r1 — '  Yes,  Mr. 
Gentleman,'  I  replied  j  <  and  give 
me  leave  to  tell  you,  that  when  you 
recounted  your  metamorphofis  )ei- 
terday,  you  forgot  the  hut  part  of 
it.' — l  I  cl!  -\vied  he  j  «  but 

truly,  if  I  have  aflumed  that  ho- 
nourubie  title,  it  was  nut  lb  much 
with  a  view  to  gratify  my  own  va- 
nity, as  to  accommodate  myfelf  to 
that  of  othns.  Thou  knowcit  the 
humour  oHhe  Spaniards  :  they  make 
r.o  account  of  an  honelt  man,  if  he 
has  the  misfortune  to  be  both  poor 
and  mean  born.  I  muft  tell  thee 
too,  that  I  fee  lb  many  people  call 
themfcives  Don  Francilco,  Don  Pe- 
dro, or  Don  What-you-will,  that 
if  there  is  no  cheat  in  the  cafe,  thcu 
wilt  allow  nobility  to  be  a  very  cosi- 
mon  thing  ;  and  agree,  that  a  plebei- 
an of  merit  honours  it  by  hisaiTocia- 
tion.  But  let  us  change  the  fubjeft,* 
added  he.  *  Lalt  night  I  flipped  at 
the  Duke  de  Medina  Sidonia'sj 
where,  among  other  guefts,  was 
Count  Galiano,  a  Sicilian  nobleman 
of  the  firft  rank  ;  and  the  converfa- 
tion  turning  on  the  ridiculous  efFecls 
of  felf-love,  1,  charmed  that  I  had 
it  in  my  power  to  entertain  the  com- 
pany on  that  fubjecl,  regaled  them 
with  the  ftory  of  the  homilies.  Thou 
mayeft:  well  imagine  they  laughed 
heartily,  and  cen fined  the  archbi- 
Ihop  as  he  derived.  This  produced 
no  bad  etfecl  for  thee  ;  for  thou  waft 
pitied  by  every  body}  and  Count 
Galiano,  after  having  alked  a  good 
many  queftions  concerning  thee,  to 
which  thou  mayeft  believe  I  made 
fuitable  anfwers,  defired  me  to  bring 
thee  to  his  houfc.  I  was  juft  now 
going  in  quell  of  thee,  to  conduct 
thee  thither.  I  fuppofe  he  intends  to 
offer  thee  the  place  of  one  of  his  fe- 
cretaries  ;  and  1  advife  thee  to  ac- 
cept of  it.  The  count  is  rich,  and 
fpends  like  an  ambaffador  at  Ma- 
drid :  he  is  come  to  court,  it  is  laid, 
to  confer  with  the  Duke  of  Lerma, 
about  the  crown  demeliics  which  that 
minilter  ddigns  to  alienate  in  Sicily. 
In  fnort,  Count  Galiano,  though  a 
Sicilian,  feems  to  be  generous,  jui), 
and  open  j  aijJ  ;!;•_•  u  c»«it  LO:  dc 


better  than  attach  th>  felf  to  him  3 
h«:  is  tin:  niMi.  in  all  probability,  who 
is  dedim-d  to  enrich  thee,  according 
to  what  w^s  foretold  in  thy  behalf  at 

•da.' 

«   I  had  refolved,'  faid  I  to  Nunncz, 
to  live  at.  large  a   little,    and   enjoy 
myfelf  a  good  while,  befoie  I  fhould 
go  to  fervice  a^ain;   but  thoufpeak- 
elt  to  me  of  tlv.o  Sicilian  count  in, 
fuch  a  inannet,  tts    induces  me  to 
change  my  refolution,  and   even  to 
wifh  I  was  already  in  his  family.'— 
Thou  mayeft  ibon  be  there,'  he  re- 
plied, '  or  I  am  much  miftaken.'    At 
the  lame  time  we  went  out  together  to 
the  count,  who  lodged  in  ihe  houfe  of 
his  friend  Don  Sancho  d'Avila,  then 
in  the  country. 

We  found  in  the  court  a  great  num- 
ber of  pages  and  footmen,  cloathed  in 
a  livery  equally  rich  and  gayj  and  in 
the  anti-chamber  feveral  ufhers,  gen- 
tlemen, and  other  officers,  all  magni- 
ficently drefled  j  but  withal  fo  ugly,. 
that  they  looked  like  a  company  of  ape* 
in  Spanifli  garb.  There  are  figures, 
both  of  men  and  women,  on  which  all 
art  is  thrown  away. 

Don  Fabricius  having  fent  in  his 
name,  was  immediately  introduced  in- 
to a  room,  whither  1  followed  him, 
and  found  the  count  in  his  morning- 
gown,  fitting  on  a  fopha,  and  drink- 
ing chocolate.  We  faluted  him  with 
all  the  demonttrations  of  the  moft  pro- 
found refpecl;  and  he  honoured  us 
with  an  inclination  of  the  head,  ac- 
companied by  fuch  a  gracious  fmile,  as 
at  once  gained  my  heart.  A  wonderful 
efFecl:,  though  an  ordinary  one,  which, 
a  favourable  reception  from  the  great 
produces  in  our  breath  !  They  mull 
receive  us  very  ill  indeed,  before  we 
be  difgufted  at  their  behaviour. 

Having  drank  his  chocolate,  he  a-, 
rmifed  himfelf  fome  time  in  playing 
with  a  large  baboon  that  fat  by  him, 
and  was  called  Cupid.  I  don't  know 
for  what  reafon  the  name  of  that  god 
was  bellowed  on  this  animal,  unleis  it 
was  becaufe  it  had  all  his  malice;  for 
it.  refembled  him  in  nothing  elfe.  Such 
as  it  was,  however,  it  did  not  fail  Jo 
give  vaft  delight  to  it's  mailer,  who 
was  fo  much  charmed  with  it's  merry 
tricks,  that  he  hugged  it  inceflantly  in 
iiis  arms.  Though  Nunnez  and  I 
were  not  much  diverted  with  the  gam- 
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bojs  of  this  beaft,  we  feigned  ourfelves 
enchanted    with     it's     performances } 
•which   pleafed    the   Sicilian  fo  much, 
that  he  fuipended  the  pleafure  he  en- 
joyed   in    this    parlime,    to    tell    me, 
Friend,    you  have  it  in  your  option 
to  be  one  of  my  fecretaries  :   if  you 
like  the  place,  I  will    give  you  two 
hundred  piftoles  a  year,  without  any 
other  recommendation  than  that  of 
Don  Fabricio." — *  My  lord,'    critd 
Nunnez,   '«  I  am   bolder   than   Plato, 
who  had  not  courage  enough  to  an- 
fwer  for  one  of  his  friends,  whom  he 
fent  to  the  tyrant  Dionyfius.  I  am  not 
afraid  of  bringing  reproaches  upon 
myielf,  by  vouching  for  my  friend.' 
I  thanked  the  Afturian  poet,  with  a 
low  bow,  for  his  obliging  confidence  ; 
then   addrefling  myfelf  to  my  patron, 
allured    him  of  my  zsal  and  fidelity. 
This    nobiernan   no  fooner   perceived 
that  I  relimed  his  propofal,x  than  he 
ordered    his  fteward  to   be   called ;   to 
whojiij    having    communicated   lome- 
thing  in  a  whifper,  he  faid,  *  Gil  Bias, 
I  will  tell    you    prefendy  what  is  to 
be  the  nature  of  your  employment. 
Meanwhile,    you    may    follow    my 
fteward,  who  has  received  orders  con^ 
cerning  you.'    I  accordingly  obeyed, 
Jeaving  Fabricio  with  the  count  and 
Cupid. 

The  fteward,  %who  was  a  mpft  fubtle 
Meflineze,  conducted  me  to  his  apart- 
ment, where  he  roaded  me  with  civiii- 
-ties  j  and  fending  for  the  taylor  who 
Jiad  equipped  the  whole  family,  order- 
<rd  him  to  make  for  me,  with  all  dif- 
patch,  a  fuit  of  cloaths  of  the  fame 
magnificence  as  thofe  of  the  principal 
officers.  The  taylor  having  taken  mea- 
fure  of  me,  and  retired,  «  As  for  your 
'  lodging,'  laid  the  Meffineze,  <  I 
'  know  a  chamber  that  will  exactly  fit 
«  you.  But  have  you  breakfafted  ?' 
added  he.  When  I  anfwered  in  the 
negative,  <  Ah,  poor  lad!'  faid  he, 
«  why  did  not  you  fpeak  ?  Come,  I 
«  will  fliew  you  to  a  place  where,  thank 
«  Heaven,  you  may  have  what  you 
f  will  for  the  aflcing.' 

So  faying,  he  carried  me  down  to 
the  buttery,  where  we  found  the  butler, 
a  true  Neapolitan,  every  whit  as  cun- 
ning as  the  Mefienian.  It  might  be 
faid  of  him  and  the  fteward,  «  tbcfi  two 
*  make  a  pair.''  This,  honeft  butler, 
with  five  or  fix  of  his  friends,  were 


cramming  themfelves  with  ham,  cold 
tongue,  and  other  relifliing  bits,  whjcji 
obliged  them  to  redoubletheirdraughts. 
We  joined  thefe  hearty  cocks,  and  af- 
fi'ied  thei}i  in  their  attacks  upon  the 
count's  beft  wines.  While  this  fcene 
pa  fled  in  the  buttery,  another  fuch  was 
afted  in  the  kitchen  :  the  cook  alfo 
treated  three  or  four  .tradefmen  of  liis 
acquaintance,  who  filled  their  bellies 
with  rabbit  and  partridge  pits  :  the 
very  fcullions  enjoyed  themlelves  on. 
what  they  coulu  pilfer  5  fo  that  I 
thought  myfeif  in  a  houfe  abandoned 
to  pillage.  Yet  thefe  were  but  trifies, 
in  comparifon  to  what  I  did  not  fee. 


CHAP.     XV. 

COUNT  GALIANO  INVESTS  GJI. 
BLAS  WITH  AN  EMPLOYMENT 
IN  HIS  HOUSE. 


I  Went  to  fetch  my  baggage  to  my 
new  habitation ;  and  when  I  rer 
I,  the  count  was  at  dinner  witli 
feveral  noblemen  and  the  poet  Nun- 
nez,  who  called  for  what  he  wanted 
with  an  eafy  air,  and  mingled  in  the 
converjlttion.  Nay,  I  obierved  thai 
every  word  he  fpoke  afforded  pleafure 
to  the  company.  What  a  fine  thing  is 
genius  !  a  man  of  wit  can  eafily  turn 
himlelf  into  all  fhapes. 

I  dined  with  the  officers,  who  were 
treated  pretty  much  in  the  fame  manner 
as  our  patron;  and  in  the  afternoon  re- 
tired to  my  chamber,  where  I  began 
to  reflect  on  my  condition. 

<  Wvll,  GiiBlas,1  faid  I  to  myfelf  j 
thou  art  now  in  the  fervice  of  a  Sici- 
lian count,  with  whofe  real  character 
thou  art  utterly  unacquainted.  If  we 
may  judge  by  appearance,  thou  wilt 
be  in  this  family  like  a  fifh  in  the  wa- 
ter :  but  we  mult  fvvear,  to  nothing  ; 
and  thou  oughteft  tociiftruft  thy  fate, 
the  malignity  of  which  thou  halt  but 
too  often  experienced.  Be  fides,  than 
doft  not  know  for  what  employment 
thou  art  retained  :  he  has  already  two 
ffccretaries-and  a  ftev/ard  5  what  fer- 
vice then  does  he  expect  from  thee  ? 
It  looks  as  if  he  intended  to  make 
thee  ,his  Mercury.  In  good  time  ! 
one  cannot  be  on  a  better  foe  ting 
v-jih  a  nobleman,  in  order  to  make 
bis  way  to  a  good  poit,  He  who  li- 
I  i  *  rnits 
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«  mits  himfelf  to  honourable  fervices 
*  only,  moves  (lowly,  Hep  by  ilep, 
«  and  feldom  gains  his  point  at  lad.' 

While  1  \v;is  engrolled  by  thefe  fine 
reflexions,  a  lacquey  came  to  tell  me, 
that  all  the  company  who  had  dined  at 
cur  houfe  were  gone  home,  and  that 
the  coiyit  wanted  to  fpcak  with  me.  I 
flew  inilantly  to  his  apartment,  where 
i  found  him  lying  on  his  couch,  ready 
to  take  his  afternoon's  nap,  with  his 
baboon,  which  always  bore  him  com- 
pany. 

<  Come  hither,  Gil  Bins,'  faid  he  5 
t;ike  a  chair,  and  lillen  to  what  I 
am  going  to  lay.'  I  obeyed  his  or- 
ers,  and  he  (poke  to  me  in  thefe  terms  : 
Don  Fabricio  lias  told  me,  that,  a- 
mong  other  good  qualities,  you  pof- 
fefs  that  of  attaching  yomfelf  to  your 
matters  ;  and  that  you  are  a  young 
man  of  incorruptible  integrity.  Thele 
two  qualifications  determined  me  to 
take  you  into  my  fervice  ;  for  I  have 
great  occaiion  for  an  affectionate  do- 
meilick,  who  will  efpoufe  my  inte- 
refl,  and  employ  his  whole  attention 
in  hufbanding  my  eftate.  I  am  rich, 
it  is  true ;  but  my  yearly  expence 
greatly  exceeds  my  income.  The 
reafon  is  plain;  I  am  plundered  by 
my  fervants,  and  live  in  my  own 
houfe  as  if  I  was  in  a  forefl  among 
robbers.  I  fufpe£l  my  butler  and 
lieward  of  having  a  fellow-feeling 
the  one  with  the  other;  and  this  is 
more  than  enough  to  ruin  me  from 
top  to  bottom.  You  will  fay,  if  I 
have  reafon  to  think  them  rogues, 
why  don't  I  turn  them  away  ?  But 
where  mail  I  find  others  made  of  a 
different  kind  of  Huff?  I  will  be  fa- 
tisfied  with  having  them  both  ob- 
ferved  by  a  man  who  fliall  have  a 
right  to  infpecl:  their  conduct :  and 
you  are  the  perfon  whom  I  have 
(  hofen  for  that  commitfion  ;  of  which 
if  you  acquit  yourfdf  well,  be  a  flu  red 
that  you  mall  not  ferve  an  ungrateful 
mailer,  for  I  will  take  care  to  pro- 
cure for  you  a  very  advantageous 
fettlement  in  Sicily.' 
Having  fpoke  thus,  he  difmifled  me; 
and  that  very  evening,  in  prefence  of 
all  his  domefticks,  I  was  proclaimed 
fuperintendant  of  the  family.  This 
did  not  give  the  Meflineze  and  Neapo- 
litan great  mortification  at  firft,  be- 
caufe  they  looked  upon  me  as  a  jolly 
companion,  of  a  go«d  coinpofitiyn  -t  and 


concluded,  that  by  giving  me  a  mare 
of  the  fpoil,  they  mould  be  allowed  (o 
go  on   in  their  old  courfe.     But  they 
looked  very  filly  next  day,  when  I  de- 
cl-iird    to  them,  that  I  was  an  enemy 
to  all  mifdemeanour.      I  demanded  of 
the  butler  an  account  of  the  provifions ; 
I  vifited  the  cellar,  and  took  an  inven- 
tory   of    every    thing  he    had   in    his 
charge;  I  mean,  table-linen  and  plate. 
I   then  exhorted  them  to  be  faving  of 
our  patron's  wealth;   to  lay  out  with 
ceconomy ;  and  ended  my  advice,  by 
protecting  to  them,  that  I  would  in- 
form that  nobleman  of  every  thing  that 
I  mould  obferveamifs  in  his  houfe.     I 
did  not  (lop  here:  refolving  to  have  a 
fpy,  who  might  difcover  if  there  was 
any  finiiler  intelligence  between  them, 
I  cad  my  eyes  on  a  fcullion  ;  who  be- 
ing won  by   my  promifes,  afTured  me 
that  I  could  not  have  applied  to  a  more 
proper  perfon,  to  get  notice  of  every 
thing  that  happened  in  the  houfe;  that 
the  butler  and  fteward  were  in  a  con- 
federacy, and  burnt  the  candle  at  both 
ends  ;  that  they  daily  fecreted  one  half 
of  the  provifion  that  was  bought  for  the 
family;   that  the  Neapolitan  took  care 
of  a  lady  who  lived  oppofite  to  the  col- 
lege of  St.  Thomas ;  and  that  the  Mef- 
fenian  entertained  another  at  the  Sun- 
gate ;  that  thefe  two  gentlemen  fent  all 
forts  of  provifion  to  their  nymphs  every 
morning;  and  that  the  cook  alfo  dif- 
patched  favoury  mefles  to  a  widow  of 
his  acquaintance  in  the  neighbourhood; 
and  that,  in  confideration  of  his  fer- 
vices to  the  other  two,  to  whom  he  was 
entirely  devoted,  he  difpofed,  as  they 
did,  of  the   wines  in   the    cellar:  in 
fliort,  that  thefe  three  domeflicks  occa- 
fioned  a  mod  horrible  expence  in  the 
count's  houfe.     «  If  you  doubt  my  re- 
port,' added  the  fcullion,  '  take  the 
trouble  of  going  to-morrow  morning, 
about  (even  o'clock,  to  the  college  of 
St.  Thomas,  and   you  fliall  fee  me 
loaded    with   a  bafket,    which   will 
change  your  doubts  into  certainty.' 
— '  So,'  faid  I  to  him,  '  thou  art  agent 
to,-  thefe  gallant    purveyors  ?'— *   I 
p.m,'  he  replied,  '  employed   by  the 
butler,  and  one  of  my  comrades  acts 
for  the  lieward.' 
I  had  the  curiofity   to  repair  next 
morning,  at  the  appointed  hour,  to  tho 
college  of  St.  Thomas,  where  I  did 
not  wait  Jong  for   my   fpy,  whom  I 
faw  coming  along  with  a  huge  baiket 
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filled  with  butchers  meat,  poultry,  and 
venifon.  I  took  an  inventory  of  the  par- 
ticulars, of  which  I  formed  in  my  pock- 
et-book a  (hort  verbal  procefs,  that  I 
went  and  fliewed  to  my  mafter,  after 
having  told  the  trencher-fcraper  that  he 
might  execute  his  commiffion  as  ufual. 

The  Sicilian  nobleman,  who  was 
naturally  parfionate,  reiblved  in  his 
firft  tranfport  to  turn  away  the  Neapo- 
litan and  MeiTenian  $  but  after  hav- 
ing reflected  more  coolly,  contented 
himfelf  with  difmiffing  the  laft,  to 
whofe  place  I  fucceeded  j  fo  that  my 
office  of  fuperintendant  was  fupprefled 
foon  after  it's  creation:  and  truly  I 
was  not  ibrry  for  it;  for  it  was,  pro- 
perly fpeaking,  no  other  than  the  ho- 
nourable employment  of  a  fpy,  and  a 
poft  which  had  nothing  fubftantial  in 
itj  whereas,  by  being  made  fteward, 
I  became  mafter  of  the  ftrong  box,  and 
that  is  every  thing.  The  fteward  al- 
ways pofieffes  the  firft  rank  among  the 
domefticks  of  a  great  family  ;  and 
there  are  fo  many  Tmall  pcrquifites  at- 
tached to  his  adminiftration,  that  he 
may  grow  rich,  even  though  he  be  an 
honeft  man. 

My  Neapolitan,  whole  budget  was 
not  yet  exhaufted,  obferving  my  brutal 
zeal,  that  I  got  up  every  morning  to 
fe.e  and  keep  an  account  of  what  vic- 
tuals were  bought,  no  longer  fecreted 
i  partj  but  the  rafcal  continued  to  pur- 
chafe  the  fame  quantity  as  before.  By 
this  ftratagem,  increafing  the  profit  he 
drew/rom  therefufeof  the  table,  which 
was  his  perquiiite,  he  found  himfelf 
in  a  condition  to  treat  his  charmer  at 
leaft  with  drefled  victuals,  if  he  could 
not  furnifh  her  with  raw  provifion.  In 
fliorr,  the  devil  loft  nothing  by  this  re- 
formation, and  the  count  was  not  a 
whit  the  better  for  having  the  phcenix 
of  ftewards  in  his  fervice.  The  luper- 
abumlance  that  I  then  perceived  at  eve- 
ry meal  made  me  guefs  this  new  trick, 
which  I  immediately  defeated,  by  re- 
trenching  what  was  fuperfluous  in  eve- 
ry courfe.  This  I  did,  however,  with 
fuch  prudence,  that  the  alteration  could 
not  be  perceived :  one  would  have 
thought  that  there  was  ftill  the  fame 
profuiion  ;  and  yet,  by  this  ceconomy, 
I  confiderably  diminifhed  the  expence. 
This  was  what  my  patron  required  j 
he  wanted  to  retrench,  without  appear- 
ing lefs  magnificent;  for  his  avarice 
was  fubordinate  to  his  oftentation. 


There  was  yet  another  abufe  to  be 
reformed  :  I  found  the  \vine  ran  out  a- 
pacej  if,  for  example,  twelve  cavaliers 
happened  to  dine  with  my  mafter,  they 
would  exhauft  fifty,  and  ibmetimes 
five  dozen  of  bottles.  I  was  aftonifh- 
ed  at  this  wafte;  and  not  doubting  that 
there  muft  be  fome  roguery  in  the  cafe, 
confulted  my  oracle,  that  is, my  drudge, 
with  whom  I  very  often  had  private 
conferences,  and  who  made  a  faithful 
report  of  every  thing  that  was  laid  or 
done  in  the  kitchen,  where  he  was  not 
in  the  leaft  fufpeCled.  He  told  me,  that 
the  wafte  of  which  I  complained  pro- 
ceeded from  a  new  league  between  the 
butler,  cook,  and  thole  lacquies  who 
filled  the  wine,  and  who  carried  off 
all  the  bottles  half  emptied,  which 
were  afterwards  fhared  among  the  con- 
federates- I  fpoke  to  the  footmen  on. 
this  fubjecl,  and  threatened  to  turn 
them  out  of  doors,  if  ever  they  mould 
think  proper  to  repeat  this  practice  : 
upon  which  they  were  reclaimed.  My 
mafter,  whom  I  took  care  to  advert!  te 
of  the  moft  minute  things  which  I  per- 
formed for  his  advantage,  loaded  me 
with  praifes,  and  grew  every  day  more 
and  more  fond  of  me  ;  and  I,  in  order 
to  reward  the  good  fervices  of  the  iculr 
lion,  created  him  cook's  affiftant. 

The  Neapolitan  was  enraged  to  find 
me  always  on  the  catch  with  him  ;  and 
was  cruelly  mortified  with  the  checks 
which  he  underwent,  whenever  he  pre- 
fented  his  accounts  to  me  ;  ifor,  that  I 
might  pair  his  nails  the  clofer,  I  took 
the  trouble  of  going  to  market,  to  learn 
the  price  of  meat,  juft  before  he  went 
thither  $  and,  as  he  attempted  to  im- 
pofe  upon  me  afterwards,  gave  him  a 
vigorous  repulfe.  I  was  very  well  per- 
fuaded,  that  he  curled  me  an  hundred 
times  a  day  ;  but  the  fubjecl  of  his 
maledictions  hindered  me  from  dread- 
ing their  force.  I  cannot  imagine  how 
he  could  bear  my  persecutions,  and  re- 
main in  the  fervice  of  the  Sicilian  no- 
bleman. Doubtlefs,  in  fpite  of  all 
my  endeavours,  he  found  his  account 
in  perieverance. 

Fabricio,  whom  I  frequently  faw, 
and  to  whom  I  recounted  all  my  hither- 
tq  unheard  exploits,  in  quality  of 
fteward,  was  more  difpofed  to  blame 
than  applaud  my  conduct,  f  God 
1  grant,'  laid  he,  one  day,  *  that  thou 
1  mayeft  be  recompenfed  for  all  this 
f  djfmtereftednefs ;  but,  beiween  thee 
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*  and  me,  I  believe  it  would  not  fare 

*  the  worfe  with  thee,  if  thou  watt  not 
'  quite  fo  rough  with   the  butler/ — 
'  How  !'  anfwered  I ;  *  fhall  that  rob- 

*  ber  charge  in  his  bill  ten  pillules  for 
'  a  fifli  that  did  not  colt  four,  and  I 
'  pafs  over  that  article  ?' — '  Why  not  ?' 
lie  replied,  coldly;  Met  him  give  thee 

*  the  halt of  thefuperplus,  according  to 

*  cultom.     In  good  faith,  my  fi 
continued  he,  (halting  his  head,    *  you 

*  are   a   mere  ninny;   and,   in   all    ap- 
'  pearance,   will  grow  grey  in  ftirvi- 

*  tude,  fince  you   neglect   to   Hay  the 

*  eel  while  it  is  in  your  hand.     Take 

*  my  word   for  it,  Fortune  refembles 

*  thofe  briikairy  coquettes  who  defpile 

*  the  gallant  who  Itands  upon   cere- 
'  mony.' 

I  only  laughed  at  the  difcourfe  of 
Nunnez ;  who  laughed  again  in  his 
turn,  and  would  have  perfuadedme  that 
he  had  only  fpoke  in  jeit,  being  afham- 
ed  of  having  given  me  bad  coim/el  in 
Tain.  I  continued  firm  in  the  icl'olu- 
tion  of  being  always  zealous  and  faith- 
ful :  I  felt  no  inclination  to  be  other- 

and   I    dare    lay,    lhat    is 
,:s    I  laved  to  my  matter,   by  ray 
economy,    three  thoufand    ducats   at 
leal*. 


CHAP.     XVI. 

AN   ACCIDENT  HAPPENS  TO  COUNT 

CAM  A  NO'S  BA200N,  WHICH  IS 
THL  CAUSE  OF  GREAT  AFFLIC- 
M  TO  THAT  NOBLEMAN.  OIL 
BLAS  FALLS  SICK;  THE  CON  SE- 
QUENCE OF  HIS  DISTEMPER. 

ABOUT  this  time,  the  repofe  of 
the  family  was  Itranoely  difturb- 
ed  by  an  accident  which  v/ill  feem  ni- 

,-,  thotigh  it  turr 

a  very  ferious  matter  to  the  fervants, 
and  efpecially  to  me :  Cupid,  that  ba- 
boon <  f  which  I  have  made  mention, 
tint  arimal  fo  helovd  bv  our  maf^r, 
attempii1^  one  day  to  Imp  from  or,e 
»/ind<Av  to  another,  acquitted  i 
fo  ill  in  the  performance,  that  lit;  {VI 1 
down  into  the  court,  and  diflocated 
Jih  leg.  The  coxmt  no  fooner  under- 
•tine,  than  he  uttered 
fuch  pii  i  cin^;  rrit1?,  th-it  they  were  heard 
^11  over  tin  i  in  tlie 

cxcefs   cf  1  ••'!   '•''> 

fcrvants  without  exception,  he  had  well 


nigh  made  a  clean  hou'fe.  His  fury> 
however,  was  limited  to  curling  our 
negligences,  and  ahufmg  us,  without 
fparing  terms  of  reproach.  He  lent  im- 
mediately for  thofe  lurgeons  who  were 
mo(t  expert  in  fractures  and  d:>', 
bones;  and  who,  having  vifitcd  the 
patient's  leg,  reduced  it,  and  applieci 
',es  accordingly.  But  though  all 
of  them  aflured  him  there  was  no  dan- 
ger, my  mailer  retained  one  of  them 
in  the  houfe,  to  be  always  near  the 
animal,  until  it  was  perfectly  cured. 

I  mould  be  to  blame  if  I  pafll  ' 
in  filence  the  grief  and  anxiety  which 
preyed  upon  the  heart  of  the  Sicilian 
nobleman  during  the  whole  time  of  the 
cure.  Will  it  be  believed,  that  all  the 
day  he  did  not  Itir  from  hi 
pid  !  He  was  always  prelent  when  it 
was  drefled,  and  got  out  of  bed  to  vifit 
him  two  or  three  times  every  night. 
But  the  moft  troublelbmecircumltancd 
of  all  was,  that  every  domeftick  in  the 
family,  and  1  in  particular,  were  al- 
ways up,  that  we  might  be  at  hand  to 
be  lent  whereibever  it  fhould  bethought 
proper  for  the  fervice  of  this  ape.  Jn 
a  word,  we  had  no  reft  in  the  houi':, 
till  fuch  time  as  this  plaguy  beait,  hav- 
ing recovered  of  his  fall,  betook  him- 
felf  again  to  his  ufual  en; 
tumblings.  After  this,  cart  we  refufe 
to  credit  the  report  of  Suetonius,  when 
he  fays,  Caligula  loved  his  horie  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  he  beftowed  upon 
him  a  home  richly  iurniihtd,  v- 
ficers  to  fei  ve  him,  and  even  defigned 
to  make  him  conful  ?  My  patron  was 
no  lefs  charmed  with  his  baboon, 
he  would  willingly  have  created  a  cor- 
•ior,  had  it  be«.»n  in  his  power. 

An    unlucky  circiimltance    for    me 
was,  that  I  had   furpaiild  all   the  va- 
lers  in  ucmonltrations  of  concern,  that 
lit,   in  fo  doiiu',   make  my  court 
to  my  mailer  ;  and  underwent  inch  la- 
tigue   i'i    behalf  of  Cupici. 
f;clc  upon  it,  and  was  Icized  wi: 
a  violent   fever  thut  I  loit    my 

low  not  |)o w  I  wa<  r 
fiftee: 

This 
only  1 

. 

:    (t   life 

, 

not  in  my  own  cliunil'er  j  and  v. 
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to  know  the  reafon,  I  afked  it  of  aa 
old  woman  who  attended  me  ;  but  flie 
replied,  that  I  muft  not  fpeak,  for  the 
phyfician  had  exprefsly  forbid  it.  When 
we  are  in  good  health,  we  commonly 
laugh  at  the  doctor;  but  when  we  are 
fkk,  we  calmly  fubinit  to  his  pre- 
fcription. 

I  thought  proper,  therefore,  to  hold 
my  tongue,  how  much  foever  I  longed 
to  convene  with  my  nurfe;  and  was 
engaged  in  reflections  on  this  fubject, 
xvhen  two  fpruce  beaus  entered,  dreff- 
ed  in  velvet,  with  very  fine  ruffled  li- 
nen. I  imagined  they  were  two  noble- 
men, friends  of  my  mafter,  who,  out 
of  confederation  for  him,  came  to  fee 
me.  On  this  iuppofition,  I  made  an 
kffort  to  fit  up,  and  mewed  my  refpect 
by  taking  off  my  cap  j  but  my  nurfe 
l;fid  me.  all  along  again,  and  told  me 
that  thefe  gentlemen  were  my  phyilcian 
and  apothecary. 

•  The  doctor  coming  to  my  bed-fide, 
felt  my  pulfe,  confidered  my  counte- 
nance, and  obfer.ing  all  the  fymptoms 
of  an  immediate  cure^  afuimed  an  air 
of  triumph,  as  if  he  had  greatly  con- 
tributed to  it ;  faying,  that  there  was 
nothing  wanting  to  finifh  the  work 
but  a  purge,  after  which  he  might 
boaft  of  having  performed  a  fine  cure. 
When  he  had  fpoke  thus,  he  made 
the  apothecary  write  a  prefcription  ; 
which  while  he  dictated,  he  viewed 
himfelf  in  a  glafs,-adjulted  his  peri- 
wig, and  made  fuch  grimaces,  that  I 
could  not  help  laughing,  in  fpite  of 
my  weakly  condition.  He  then  made 
'me  a  foleitin  bow,  and  went  away, 
much  more  engrofled  by  his  own  figure 
than  by  the  medicines  he  had  pre- 
fcribed. 

After  his  departure,  the  apothecary, 
who  had  not  came  hither  for  nothing, 
prepared  himfelf  for  doing  fomething 
which  may  be  eafily  gueffed  ;  whether 
he  was  afraid  that  the  old  woman 
could  not  acquit  her'felf  with  dexterity 
enough,  or  wanted  to  operate  himfelf, 
in  order  to  enhance  the  value  of  his 
ware ;  but,  wirh  all  his  addrefs,  I 
do  not  know  how  it  happened,  the  ope- 
ration was  (carce  performed,  when  I 
reftored  to  the  operator  all  that  he  had 
given  me,  and  left  his  velvet  fyit  in  a 
fine  pickle.  He  looked  upon  this  ac- 
cident as  a  misfortune  annexed  to  phar- 
macy, and  wiping  himfelf  with  a  towel 


in  filence,  went  away,  refolvinoj  to. 
make  me  pay  the  fcowerer,  to  wnotn 
he  \vas  certainly  obliged  to  lend  his 
cloaths. 

He  returned  next  morning  more 
plainly  drefTed,  though  he  had  norifque 
to  run  that  day,  in  bringing  the  phy- 
fick  which  the  doctor  had  prefcribed 
the  night  before  ;  for  I  not  only  felt 
myfelf  mending  every  moment,  but 
had  fuch  an  averlion,  fince  the  pre- 
ceding day,  to  phyficians  and  apothe- 
caries, that  I  even  curfed  the  univer- 
fities  wliere  thofe  gentlemen  receive  the 
power  of  flaying  men  with  impunity. 

In  this  difpofition,  I  fwore  that  I* 
would  take  no  more  medicine,  and 
wifhed  Hippocrates  at  the  devil,  with 
all  his  gang.  The  apothecary,  who 
did  not  mind  what  became  of  his  com- 
pofition,  provided  he  was  paid  for  it, 
left  it  on  the  table,  and  retired,  with- 
out fpeaking  a  word.  I  ordered  the 
villainous  medicine  to  be  thrown  out 
at  a  window  immediately,  being  fo 
much  prepoileiTed  again  ft  it,  that  J 
mould  have  thought  myfelf  poifoned 
had  I  fwallowed  it.  To  this  ftroke  off 
difobedience  I  added  another.  I  broke 
fiiencej  and  told  my  nurfe,  in  a  per 
remptory  tone,  that  I  abiblutely  in- 
filted  on  knowing  what  was  become  of 
my  mafter.  The  old  woman,  who 
was  app:ehenfive  of  exciting  in  me  a 
dangerous  emotion,  mould  (he  gratify 
mv  curiofityj  or  refolving  perhaps  to 
irritate  my  diftemper  by  her  obftinacy, 
made  no  anfwer;  but  I  perfifted  with 
fo  much  paflion,  that  (he  replied,  at 
length,  *  Signior  Cavalier,  you  are 
*  now  your  own  mafter ;  Count  Ga- 
'  liano  is  gone  back  to  Sicily.' 

I  could  not  believe  what  I  heard, 
and  yet  there  was  nothing  more  true. 
Th:it  nobleman,  the  very  fecond  day 
of  my  dittemper,  fearing  that  I  would; 
die  at  his  houfe,  had  the  generofity  to 
order  me  to  be  tranfported,  with  my, 
little  effects,  to  a  hired  room,  where 
he  had  abandoned  me,  without  cere- 
mony, to  Providence  and  the  care  of  a 
nurfe.  In  the  interim,  having  receiv- 
ed an  order  from  court,  obliging  him 
to  repafs  into  Sicily,  he  fet  out  with, 
fuch  precipitation,  that  I  was  not  fo 
much  as  thought  of;  whether  he  al- 
ready numbered  me  with  the  dead,  or. 
that  people  of  quality  are  troubled  with 
fliort  memories. 

My 
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My  nurfe  informed  me  of  all  this; 
and  likewife  allured  me,  it  was  flic  who 
liad    called   the  phyiician    and  apothe- 
cary, that  I  might  not  perifh  fur  want 
of  afiiftance.     Thefe  comfortable  news 
threw   me   into    a    profound    reverie. 
Adieu,  my  advantageous  fettlement  in 
Sicily!   my   fanguine  hopes,    farewell 
When  any  great  misfortune  happens 
to  you,'  lays  a  certain  pope,  *  exa- 
mine yourfelf  well  ;  and  you  will  al- 
ways  perceive  that  it  was,  in  fome 
meafure,  owing  to  your  own  fault/ 
No  difparagement  to  this  holy  father, 
I  canrsct  fee  how  I  contributed  to  my 
cwji  mifchance  on  this  occafion. 

When  I  found  the  flattering  chime- 
ras with  which  I  had  it  lifted  my  ima- 
n  vani/hed,  the  next  thing  that 
1  concerned  myfelf  about  was  my  port- 
manteau, which  I  ordered  her  to  bring 
to  my  bed-fide,  that  I  might  examine 
it.  I  lighed,  when  I  perceived  it  open, 
crying,  *  Ah,  my  dear  portmanteau ! 
'  my  only  confolatiori  !  you  have  been, 
'  I  fee,  at  the  mercy  of  itrangers.' — 

*  No,  no,  Signior  Gil  Bias,'  laid  the 
old  woman  ;  *  don't    be   uneafy  ;  no- 
'  thing  is  Itolen  from  you  5  I  have  pro- 

*  tecled  your  box,  as  if  it  had  been  my 
'  own  honour.1 

I  found  in  it  the  fuit  of  cloaths 
•which  I  had  when  I  came  into  the 
count's  fervice,  but  I  looked  in  vain 
for  that  which  the  Meflenian  had  or- 
dered to  be  made  for  me.  My  ma- 
fter  had  not  thought  proper  to  leave- 
it  with  me,  or  tlfe  fomebody  had 
made  free  with  it  during  my  delirium. 
All  my  other  baggage  remained,  and 
even  a  great  leathern  purfe  that  con- 
tained my  money,  which  I  reckoned 
twice,  as  I  could  not,  at  firft,  believe 
that  there  were  but  fifty  piltoles  re- 
maining of  two  hundred  and  fixty  that 
were  in  it  before  I  fell  f:ck.  *  What 
'  is  the  meaning  of  this,  my  good  mo- 
'  ther!'  faid  I  to  the  nurfe }  « my  fi- 
«  nances  are  terribly  diminifhed.' — 
'  And  yet  nobody,  except  myfelf,  hath 
'  touched  them,'  laid  the  old  woman  ; 
<  r;nd  I  have  been  as  frugal  as  pofTible: 
'  but  fickn  . nfive  j  one 

*  is  always  laying  i/ut.     Here,'  added 
the  good'  mother,  inking  a  packet  of 
paper  out  of  her  pocket  j  '  here  is  an 
'  account    of  the   ex  pence  as    jult    as 
'   the   current  coin,  which  will    fnew 

•  I  have  nc  ...-avedi 


I  glanced  over  the  bill,  which  con- 
tained  fifteen  or  twenty  pages, 
cy  upon  me!  what  a  quantity  of  poul- 
try had  been  bought,  while  1  was  out 
ot  my  lenfes.  There  was  in  broths 
only  to  the  amount  of  twelve  piftoles  at 
leaft.  The  other  articles  were  anfwer- 
able  to  this.  It  cannot  be  imagined 
how  much  was  laid  out  for  wood,  can- 
dles, water,  and  brooms.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  fwelled  as  this  account  was,  the 
fum  total  did  not  exceed  thirty  piltoles, 
conlequently  there  ought  to  be  a  re- 
mainder of  one  hundred  and  eighty. 
This  I  reprefented  to  her  ;  but  the  bel- 
dame, with  an  air  of  devotion,  began 
to  take  all  the  faints  to  witnefs,  that 
there  were  but  fourfcore  piftoles  in  the 
purfe  when  the  count's  butler  gave 
her  the  charge  of  my  portmanteau. 

*  What  is  that  you  fay,  goody  ?'  cried 
I,  with  precipitation  ;  '  was  it  the  but- 
'  ler  who   put  my  things    into   your 
1  hands  !*— (  Without  doubt  it    was 

*  he,'    ihe  replied  j    *  by   this    token, 
'  that  when  he  gave  me  them,  he  faid, 
"  Good  mother,    when    Signior    Gil 
"  Bias  is  (lift",  don't  fail  to  treat  him 
*'  with  a  good  funeral,  for  there  is 
t(  money  enough  in   the  portmanteau 
"  to  anlwer  the  expcnce." 

«Ah,  damned  Neapolitan  !'  cried  I, 
'  I  am  no  longer  at  a  lofs  to  know 
'  how  my  money  is  gone  :  you  have 
'  fwept  it  away,  to  make  you iie'/f  fome 
1  amends  for  the  thefts  I  hindered  you 
'  to  commit.'  After  this  apoitrophe, 
I  thanked  Heaven  that  the  knave  had 
not  carried  off  the  whole.  Whatever 
reafon  I  had,  however,  to  accufe  the 
butler  of  having  robbed  ire,  I  could 
not  help  thinking  that  the  nurfe  might, 
poflibly,  have  done  the  deed.  My  fu- 
fpicion  fell  fometimes  on  one,  fome- 
times  on  the  other  >  but  it  was  llill  tho 
fame  thing  to  me. 

I  faid  nothing  to  the  old  woman  :  I 
did  not  even  cavil  at  the  articles  of  her 
confcionable  bill ;  for  I  fliould  have 
got  nothing  by  wrangling  j  and  every 
one  mult  underftand  his  trade  :  my  re- 
fentment,  therefore,  was  contented  with 
paying  and  dilmifling  her  three  days 
after. 

I  believe,  when  flie  went  from  me, 
Die  advo  tiled  the  apothecary  that  Uio 
had, been  dilintfled,  and  that  I  was  well 
enough  10  decan.ip  without  tuki. 
leave  ot  himj  feu.  in  a  moni' nt  afui, 
he  came  to  n.e,  quite  out  of  : 
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and  prefented  his  bill ;  in  which,  un- 
der names  that  were  utterly  unknown  to 
me,  although  I  had  been  a  phyfician, 
he  had  fet  down  all  the  pretended  me- 
dicines with  which  he  had  hummed 
me  while  I  was  out  of  my  fenfes.  This 
bill  might  be  juttly  faid  to  have  been 
written  in  the  true  fpirit  of  an  apothe- 
cary ;  and  accordingly  we  difputed  a- 
bout  the  payment  of  it.  I  infilled  on 
his  abating  one  half  of  the  fum  he 
demanded  ;  he  fvvore  he  would  not 
abate  one  maravedi.  Confidering,  how- 
ever, that  he  had  to  do  with  a  young 
man  who  might  give  him  the  flip,  by 
quitting  Madrid  that  very  day,  he 
chofe  rather  to  be  contented  with  what 
f  offered,  that  is,  three  times  the  value 
of  his  drugs,  than  to  run  the  rifque  of 
lofing  the  whole.  I  gave  him  the  mo- 
ney with  infinite  regret,  and  "he  retired 
fully  revenged  for  the  tYnall  difgrace 
he  had  fuffered  on  the  day  of  the  clyfter. 
The  phyfician  appeared  alruoft  at  the 
fame  time;  for  thofe  animals  are  al- 
ways at  the  tail  of  one  another.  I  paid 
him  for  his  vifits,  wluch  had  been  very 
numerous,  and  fent  him  away  very 
well  fatisfied :  but  before  he  would 
leave  me,  in  order  to  prove  that,  he 
had  earned  his  fees,  he  related  all  the 
mortal  fymptoms,  which  he  had  pre- 
vented, in  my  diftemper;  a  talk  he 
performed  in  very  learned  terms,  and 
with  an  agreeable  air,  though  it  was 
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altogether  above  my  comprebenfion. 
When  I  had  difpatched  him,  I  thought 
I  had  got  rid  of  all  the  miniliers 
of  the  Fates;  but  I  Was  mittaken  ; 
a  furgeon,  whom  I  had  never  feen, 
entered  my  apartment,  and  having 
i'aluted  me  very  refpeflfuliy,  expreff- 
ed  great  joy  in  feeing  me  out  of  dan- 
ger; a  deliverance  which,  he  faid, 
he  attributed  to  two  copious  bleedings 
that  he  had  performed,  and  fome  cup- 
ping-glafles  which  he  had  the  honour 
to  apply.  This  was  another  feather 
to  be  plucked  from  my  wing:  I  was 
fain  to  pay  tribute  to  the  furgeon  alfo. 
After  fo  many  evacuations,  my  purfe 
became  fo  feeble,  that  it  was  littie  bet- 
ter than  a  lifelefs  corpfe,  fo  little  of 
the  radical  moifture  remained. 

I  began  to  lofe  courage,  when  I  fawr 
myfelf  relapfing  into  a  ftate  of  mifery. 
I  had,  while  I  ferved  my  laft  matters, 
conceived  too  great  affection  for  the 
conveniences  of  life,  and  could  no 
longer,  as  formerly,  look  upon  indi- 
gence with  the  eye  of  a  Cynick  philo- 
fopher.  I  will  own,  however,  that  I 
was  very  much  in  the  wrong,  to  let 
myfelf  fall  a  prey  to  melancholy.  Af- 
ter having  fo  often  experienced  that 
Fortune  no  fooner  overthrew  me  thaa 
me  raifed  me  up  again,  I  ought  to  have 
regarded  the  trouhlefome  fituation  in 
which  I  was,  as  another  introdu&ioa 
to  prosperity. 


END     OF    THE    SEVENTH     BOOK. 
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BOOK      VIII. 


CHAP.    I. 

CIL  BLAS  CONTRACTS  A  GOOD  AC- 
QUAINTANCE, AND  OBTAINS  A 
POST  THAT  CONSOLES  HIM  FOR 
COUNT  GALIANO'S  INGRATI- 
TUDE. THE  HISTORY  OF  DON 
VALERIO  DE  LUNA. 

^^r^    Y    not  having    heard   of 

*t  7*  Nunnez  all  this  time  fur- 

^   M  <f     prized  me  ib  much,  that 

^  1,  I  concluded  he    mutt  be 

«^>  v^  in  the  country;  and, 
as  foon  as  I  could  walk, 
I  went  to  his  lodgings,  where  I  un- 
derftood  that  he  had  actually  gone  to 
Andiilufia,  three  weeks  before,  with 
the  Duke  de  Medina  Sidonia.  One 
morning,  at  waking,  Don  Melchior 
de  la  Ronda  came  into  my  head  j  and 
remembering  that  I  had  promifed  to 
him,  while  I  was  at  Grenada,  to  vifit 
his  nephew,  if  ever  I  mould  return  to 
Madrid,  I  refolved  to  keep  my  pro- 
mile  that  very  day.  Having  got  a  di- 
u6lion  to  the  houfe  of  Don  Balthazar 
c!e  Zuniga,  I  repaired  thither,  and 
aflced  for  Signior  Jcfeph  Navarro,  who 


foon  appeared.     When  J  fainted  him, 
he   received   me  politely,  but  coldly, 
although  I  had  fignified  iny  name.     I 
did  not  know  how  to  reconcile  this  fro- 
zen reception  with  the  character  I  had 
heard  of  this  clerk  of  the  kitchen  j  and 
was  going  away,  with  a  reiulu.tion  to 
fave    myfvilf  the   trouble   of  a   fecond 
vifit,  when,  all  of  a  fudden,  nffuming 
an  open  fmiling  air,  he  cried,  with  a 
good  deal  of  emotion,  '  Ah,  Signior 
Gil  Bias  de  Santiliane!  pray  pardon 
the  reception  I  have  given  you.     My 
memory  had  betrayed  my  inclination: 
I  had  forgot  your  name,  and   little 
thought  that  you  was  the  cavalier  of 
whom  mention  is  made  in  a  letter 
which  I  received  from  Grenada  a- 
boutfbur  months  ago. 
'  How   rejoiced  am   I  to  fee  you  !' 
added  he,    throwing   his  aims  about 
my  neck,  with  tranfport  j  *  my  uncle 
Melchior,  whom  I  love  and  honour 
.  conjures  me,  if  perchance 
I  flionld  have   the  honour  of  !• 
you,  to  treat  you  in  the  famem. 

you  was  his  ion,  and  to  em- 
ploy, if  there  fliould  be  occafion, 
my  own  cicdit,  and  th.it  ol  my  friends, 
in  your  behalf.  He  has  prail'cd  the 
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qualities  of  your  head  and  heart,  in 
iuch  terms  as  would  have  interefted 
me  in  your  favour,  even  if  I  had  not 
been  engaged  thereto  by  his  recom- 
mendation. I  beg,  therefore,  that 
you  will  look  upon  me  as  a  man  to 
whom  my  uncle  has  imparted,  by 
letter,  all  his  fentiments  with  regard 
to  you.  I  offer  you  my  friendship, 
and  I  hope  you  will  not  refufe  me 
yours.' 

I  anfwered  with  that  gratitude  which 
I  owed  to  the  polite  behaviour  of  Jo- 
feph;  and,  like  people  of  warmth  and 
fincerity,  we  contracted  an  intimacy  on 
the  fpot :  and  I  did  not  fcruple  to  dif- 
clofe  the  fituation  of  my  affairs ;  which 
he  no  fooner  heard,  than  he  laid,  '  I 
undertake  to  procure  a  place  for  you  j 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  don't  fail  to 
come  and  dine  with  me  every  day. 
You  will  fare  better  here  than  at 
your  eating-houfe.'  The  offer  was 
too  agreeable  to  a  poor  creature  juft 
come  out  of  a  fit  of  illnefs,  who  had 
been  ufed  to  good  living,  to  be  reject  - 
cd.  I  accepted  the  invitation,  there- 
fore, and  recruited  fo  well  in  that  fa- 
mily, that  in  fifteen  days  I  had  the 
face  of  a  Barnardine  monk.  Melchi- 
or's  nephew  feemed  to  make  up  his 
pack  rarely  ;  but  how  could  it  be  other- 
wife  !  He  had  three  firings  to  his  bo\v ; 
v/as,  at  the  fame  time,  butler,  fteward, 
and  clerk  of  the  kitchen;  beiides,  (our 
friendfhip  apart)  I  believe  the  comp- 
troller of  the  houfe  and  he  had  a  very 
good  underftanding  together. 

I  was  perfectly  recovered  when  my 
friend  Joieph,  feeing  me  come  in  one 
day  to  dine  as  u-fual,  made  up  to  me 
with  a  gay  air,  and  laid,  *  Signior  Gil 
Bias,  I  have  a  pretty  good  place  in 
view  for  you.  You  nuift  know  that 
the  Duke  of  Lerma,  prime-miniiter 
of  the  Spanifh  crown,  in  order  to  de- 
vote himlelf  entirely  to  affairs  of  ftate, 
intrulls  two  perfons  with  his  own 
concerns.  Don  Diego  de  Montefer 
has  the  care  of  gathering  his  rents  j 
and  his  houihold  expenceis  managed 
by  DonRodrigo  deCalderona.  Thefe 
two  men,  in  whom  he  can  confide, 
exercife  their  employments  with  ab- 
folute  authority,  without  the  lead  de- 
pendance  on  one  another.  Don  Di- 
ego uiually  keeps  in  his  fervice  two 
flewards  to  receive  his  cafli  j  and  as 
I  underftood  this  morning  that  he 
had  dUmii&d  ens  of  them,  I  have 


been  to  afk  the  place  for  you.     Sig* 
nior  de  Montefer,  who  knows  me, 
and  of  whpfe  friendfhip  I  may  boaft, 
has  grantee!  it  without  any  difficulty, 
on  my  recommendation  of  your  mo-» 
rals  and  capacity.     We  will  go  tq 
his  houfe  this  afternoon.' 
We  went  thither  accordingly.    Iwa* 
very  gracioufly  received,  and  inflalled 
in  the  employment  of  the  fteward  who 
had  been  di (miffed.     His  office  con- 
fitted    in    vifiting  the  farms,  keeping 
them  in  repair,  and  receiving  the  rents  s 
in  a   word,  I    was    concerned    in  the 
country   eftate,  and  every  month  gave 
in  my  accounts  to  Don   Diego,  who 
examined  them  with  great  attention* 
This  was  what  I  wifhed.     Although 
my  integrity  had  been  fo  ill  repaid  by 
my  laft  mailer,  I  was  refolved  to  con- 
tinue always  in  the  fame  path. 

One  day,  having  got  notice  that  a 
fire  had  happened  in  the  caftle  of  Ler- 
ma, and  that  more  than  half  of  it  had 
been  reduced  to  ames,  I  went  thither 
immediately,  to  take  an  account  of  the 
damage  j  and  having  informed  myfelf 
exactly,  upon  the  fpot,  of  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  fire,  I  compofed  an 
ample  relation  of  it,  which  Montefer' 
mewed  to  the  Duke  of  Lerma.  This 
minifter,  notwithllanding  the  affliction 
he  was  in  to  hear  fuch  bad  news,  was 
llruck  with  the  relation,  and  could  not 
help  alking  who  was  the  author:  Don 
Diego  not  only  fatisfied  him  in  that 
particular,  but  alfo  fpoke  fo  much  in 
my  favour,  that  his  excellency  remem- 
bered me  fix  months  after,  on  the  oc- 
cafion  of  a  llory  which  I  am  going  to 
recount,  and  without  which,  perhaps, 
I  mould  never  have  been  employed  at 
court.  Here  it  is. 

At  that  time,  there  lived  in  the  ftreet 
of  the  Infantas,  an  old  lady  called  Ine- 
filla  de  Cantarilla,  whole  birth  was 
not  certainly  known.  Some  faid  that 
fhe  was  the  daughter  of  a  lute- maker  j 
and  others,  that  her  father  was  a  com- 
mander of  the  order  of  St.  Jago.  J3e 
that  as  it  will,  fhe  was  a  prodigy. 
Natui-e  had  beftowed  upon  her  the  fin- 
gular  privilege  of  charming  the  male 
fex  during  the  whole  courfe  of  her  life, 
which  exceeded  feventy-five  years.  She 
had  been  idolized  by  the  noblemen  of 
the  old  court,  and  law  herielf  adored 
by  thole  of  the  new.  Time,  that  1  pares 
not  even  beauty,  had  exerted  i  tie  If up-  . 
en  her  in  vain  ;  though  he  had  wither - 
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ed  it,  he  could  not  deprive  her  of  the 
powi-r  to  pU'sio  :  a  rtoKe  air,  an  en- 
chanting wit,  an'  repe- 
cnliar  to  her,  rrr.ide  her  infpire  the  mtn 
with  pafiion,  even  in  her  old  age. 

One  of  the  Duke  of  Ltr.na's  fecre- 
taries,  called   Don  Valeric  de   Luna, 
a  cavalier  of  five  and  twenty,  faw  Ine- 
filln,  and   fell    in  love  with   her.     He 
declared  himlclf  in  the  moft  pafiionate 
terms,  and  purfued  his  prey  with  all 
the  fury  that  love  and  youth  can  in- 
fpire.    The  lady,  who  had  her  reafons 
for  not  complying  with  his  wifhes,  did 
not  know  how  to  moderate  his  flame. 
One  day,  however,  thinking  me   had 
found  the  means,  Hie  carried  the  young 
man    into   her  clofet,  and  pointing  to 
a  clock  that  ftood  upon  the  table,  « You 
fee,'  faid  fhe,  «  what  hour  it  is — on 
the  fame  day  and  hour  did  I  come 
into  the   world,    feventy-fivc    years 
ago;  and  do  you  really  thin'k  it  be- 
comes one  of  my  age  to  be  engaged 
in  love-intrigues  ?  Recal  yourrealbn, 
my  child  ;  and  ilifle  ihofe  fentiments 
which  are  fo  unfuifable  both  to  you 
and   me.1     At  this   ienfible  advice, 
the  cavalier,  who  no  longer  acknow- 
ledged the  authority  of  reaibn,  a' 
ed  the  lady  with  all  the  imperuofity  of 
a-  man    poflefied  by  the  mod  violent 
emotions,  '  Cruel  Inefilla  !  why  have 
'  you  recourie   to  fuch  frivolous  re- 
c  monlhnces?     Do  you  imagine  that 
«  they  -can  change  you  in   my  eyes  ? 

<  Don't  flatter  yourlelf  with  fuch  a 
«  vain  hope.     While  you  are  fuch  as 

<  I  behold  you,  or  while  my  view   is 
«  fafcinated   by   the  charm,  I  cannot 
'  ceafe  to  love    you.'—'  Well  then,' 
faid  (he,  '  fince  you  are   fo   obftinate 

*  as  to  perfift  in  the  refolution  of  fa- 
'  tiguing  me  with  your  addreflfes,  my 
'  houfe  fhail  be  no  longer  open  to  you. 

*  I  forbid  you  to    come  near  it,  and 

*  deiire  to  fee  you  no  more.' 

You  will,  perhaps,  believe,  after 
this,  that  Don  Valerio,  difconcerted 
at  what  he  had  n  ho- 

nourable  retreat.  On  the  cor.trr.ry,  he 
became  itil!  Love 

produces  the  far. 

drunkards, 
cavali. 

a  fuddcn  tranfition  from   entre:  ' 
rage,  attempted  to  enjoy  by  force,  wh^.t 
he   could  r  •     But 

,  with  conrnge, 
vith  ah    8i:  n,  «  Hold, 


<  ra/n  wretch  !  I  will  foon  bridle  ymif 
'  impious  ardour.  Know  that  you  nrer 
*  my   fofi.'     Don   Valerio   was    coh- 
foundcd  at  thefe  words,     which   fu- 
fpended   the  violence  of  his   pafllon. 
But,  imagining  that  Inefilla  fpokethus 
only  to  be  rid  of  his  felicitations,  he 
n:if\vmd,  «  You  have    invented   that 
fable  to  elude    my  defires.'— '  No, 
n©,'  faid  fhe,  interrupting  him  ;  *I 
reveal  a  myftery,  which  I  fliould  al- 
ways have  concealed,  had  net  you 
reduced  me  to  the  neceflity  of  dif- 
clofing  it.  Six  and  twenty  years  ago, 
I    was  in  love  with  Don  Pedro  de 
Luna,  your  father,  who  was   then 
governor  of  Segovia ;  and  you  be- 
came the  fruit  of  our  mutual  pafiion. 
He  owned  you  for  his  fon,  gave  you 
good    education  j  and  although   he 
had  not  been  without  other  children, 
your  good  qualities  would  have  de- 
termined  him  to  leave  you  a  for- 
tune.    I,  for  my  part,  did  not  for- 
fake  you.    As  foon  as  you  began  to 
appear  in   the  world,  I  allured  you 
to  my  houfe,  in  order  to  infpire  you 
with  th:;f  polite  behaviour  which  is 
fo   necdfhry   to  a  gallant  man,  and 
which  women   only  can  beftow.     I 
did  more  ;  I  employed  all  wiy  credit 
to  introduce  you  into  the  prime-mi- 
ni tier's  fervice.  In  ihort,  I  have  in- 
.1  myfvjif  for  you,  as   I  ought 
to  do  for  a  fon.     After  this  declara- 
tion, take  your  own  meafures.     If 
you  can  purify  your  fentiments,  and 
look  upon  me  only  as  a  mother,  I 
do  not  banifli  you  from  my  fight, 
but  will  treat  you  with  all  the  ten- 
derncis   I    have  hitherto  preferved  ; 
but  if  you  are  incapable  of  that  ef- 
fort, which  both  nature  and  reafoit 
demand,  fly  this  moment,  and  deli- 
ver me  from  the  horror  of  your  prc- 
e.' 

••.  filla  fpoke  in  this  manner, 

Don   V  ,; nined  in   u  profound 

.  d  to  rectil  his  virtue, 

and  endeavour  t  h   himfelf  j 

but  he  -fign,  and 

,  "6tacle  for 

•  to  confole 

h<j  bnfeijr 
-v  his 

•  in  his  own  bo- 
r,  other 

.  is  ov/n  ryes,  out 
el 
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of  grief  for  having  committed  the 
crime;  whereas  the  Cuililun  (tabbed 
himleU,  becaufe  he  could  not  com- 
mit it. 

The  unhappy  Don  Valeria  did  not 
die  immediately  of  the  blow  he  had 
given  hiuifelf ;  but  had  time  tu  repent, 
and  aflc  pardon  of  Heaven,  r.or  having 
taken  away  his  own  life.  As  he  left, 
by  his  death,  a  vacancy  in  the  poll  of 
fecretary  to  the  Duke  of  Lenna,  that 
minifter,  who  had  not  forgot  my  ac- 
count of  the  fire,  nor  the  good  cha- 
racler  he  had  heard  of  me,  chofe  me 
to  fill  the  place  of  this  young  gen- 
.tleman. 


CHAP.    II. 

CIL  BLAS  IS  PRESENTED  TO  THE 
DUKE  OF  LERMA,  WHO  RECEIVES 
HIM  INTO  THE  NUMBER.  OF  HIS 
SECRETARIES  ;  SETS  HIM  TO 
WORK,  AND  IS  SATISFIED  WITH 
HIS  PERFORMANCES. 

MONTESER  was  the  perfon 
who  informed  me  of  this  agree- 
able news,  and  faid,  «  Friend  Gil  Bias, 
though  I  feel  fome  regret  in  loikig 
you/ 1  love  you  too  well  not  to  be 
overjoyed  at  your  fucceeding  Don 
Valerio.  You  will  not  fail  to  make 
a  fine  fortune,  provided  you  follow 
two  pieces  of  advice  which  I  have  to 
give  you.  The  firft  is,  to  appear  ib 
much  attached  to  his  excellency,  that 
he  (hall  never  doubt  of  your  being 
entirely  devoted  to  his  will.  Ami  the 
fecond  is,  to  make  your  court  to 
Signior  Don  Rodrigo  de  Cniuerona  ; 
for  that  man  moulds  the  mind  of  his 
mafter  like  wax.  If  you  have  the 
good  fortune  to  acquire  the  good- 
will of  that  favourite  fecretary,  you 
will  go  a  great  way  in  a  very  itttle 
time."1 

*  Signior,'  faid  I  to  Don  Diego, 
after  having  thanked  him  for  his  good 
advice,  *  tell  me,  if  you  pleafe,  Don 
Rodrigo's  character.  I  have  often 
heard  him  1'poke  of,  and  reprefented 
bad  enough  ;  but  I  have  not  much 
confidence  in  the  pictures  which  peo- 
ple draw  of  thoie  who  have  polls  at 
couft  j  though  fonietimes,  I  believe, 
they  do  not  judge  arnifs.  Pray,  tell 
me  then,  what  do  yoa  think  of  Sig- 
nior Calderona.-?'— '  You  alk  me  a 
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'  very  delicate  queftion,*  replied  the 
oveifeer,  with  a  iatiiical  finile.  *  I 
1  would  tell  any  body  but  you,  with- 
'  out  hefitation,  that  he  is  a  very  ho* 

*  nourable  gentleman,  of  an   unble- 
1   milled  character  :    but  I  will  deal 
'  more  frankly  with  you  ;  for,  befides 
'  that  I  believe  you  a  young  man  of 

*  dilcretion,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  talk 

*  openly  to  you  of  Don  Rodrigo,  fincc 
1  L  have  adviled  you  to  cultivate  him 
'  with  care;   otherwife,  I  fliould  only 

*  oblige  you  by  halves. 

«  You  muit  know  then,  that  from 

*  a  Ample  domeftickof  his  excellency, 
'  when  he  was  only  Don  Francis  de 

*  Sandcval,  this  man  has  arrived,  by 
'  degrees,  at  the  pod  of  his  iirft  lecre* 
'  tary.     There  never  was  a  prouder 
c  man  ;  he  looks  upr.n  hirnfelf  as  the 
'  Duke  of  Lenna's  colleague  ;  and,  at 
t  bottom,  he  may  be  laid  to  (hare  with. 
'  him  the  authority  of  prime-minifter; 
'  Ance  he  beftows  pofts  and  govern* 
f  ments  on  whom  he  pleafes  to  oblige, 

*  This  the  publick  often  murmurs  at; 
'  but  he  gives  himfelf  no  trouble  about 
'  the  matter:  provided  an  affair  yields 

*  him  a  handlbme  prefent,  he  bids  de» 
'  fiance  to  cenfure.     You  will  eafily 
1  conceive,  from    what*I    have  laid,* 
added  Don  Diego,  '  how  you  are  to 
'  behave  to  fuch  a  haughty  mortal.'— 
'  O  yes  !'  faid  I  ;  «  leave  that  to  me  : 
<    it  will   be  very  unlucky,   indeed,  if 

*  I  cannot  gain   his  favour.     When 

*  one  knows   the   foible  of   a  peribn 
'  whom  he  withes  to  pleafe,  he  muft 
'  be  no  conjuror  if  he  fails  of  fuccefs.* 
—  «  Well  then,'  replied  Montefbr ;  'I 

*  will  now  prefent  you  to  the  Duke  of 
(  Lerma.' 

We  went  immediately  to  the  houfe 
of  that  miniiter,  whom  we  found  giving 
audience  in  a  great  hall,  where  there 
was  more  company  than  at  court.  Here 
I  faw  commanders,  and  knights  of  Ca- 
latrava  and  St.  Jago,  foliciting  for  go- 
vernments and  vice-royalties;  bifhops, 
who,  being  Ackly  at  their  own  dioceles, 
defired  to  be  made  archbifhops,  only 
for  the  change  of  air;  and  feme  holy 
fathers,  of  the  order  of  St.  Dominiclc 
and  St.  Francis,  who  laid  claim  to  the 
mitre  with  great  humility.  Ilikewileob- 
ferved  fome  half -pay  officers,  who  acted 
the  fame  part  that  Captain  Chinchilla 
had  formerly  done ;  that  is,  fpent  all  they 
had  in  dancing  attendance  for  a  pen- 
Ao.n.  If  the  duke  did  not  gratify  all 
Kk  2,  thei* 
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tlieir  defires,  he  at  leaft  received  their 
petitions  with  great  affability;  and  I 
perceived  that  he  anfwered  very  politely 
to  thofe  who  fpoke  to  him. 

We  waited  patiently  until  lie  had 
difpatched  all  thefe  fuppliantsj  tlien 
Don  Diego  faid  to  him,  *  My  lord, 

*  here  is  Gil  Bias  de  Santillane,  that 

*  young  man  whom   your  excellency 
^  has   chofen   to  fupply  the   place   of* 
*.  Don  Valerio/     At  thefe  words  the 
duke,  calling  his  eyes  upon  me,  faid, 
in   a  very  obliging    manner,  That   I 
had  already  merited  it  by  the  ferviccs 
I  had  done  him.     He  afterwards  car- 
ried me  into  his   clofet,  to  difcourfe 
with  me  in  private,  or  rather  to  judge 
of  my  underftanding  by  my  convcrla- 
tion.     He  clcfircd  to  know  who  I  was, 
and  the  life  I  had  hitherto  led,  exact- 
ing of  me  a  fmcere  narration  of  the 
whole.     What  a  detail  was  this    for 
me  to  give!  there  was  no  thinking  of 
telling  lyes  before  a  prime-miniiter  of 
Spain.     On  the  other  hand,  I  had  fo 
many  things  to  tell  at  the  expence  of 
my  vanity,  that  I  could  not  refoive  on 
a  general  conft-fHon.     How  mould   I 
extricate  myfelf  from  this  cmbarraff- 
ment!  I  took  the  refolution  of  embel- 
li (hing  the  truth  in  thofe  parts  where 
It  would  have  offended  in  it's  naked- 
nefs;  but  he  did  not  fail  to  difcover  it 
in  fpite  of  all  my  fkill.     '  Monfieur 
*.  de  Santillane,1  laid  he,  with  a  fmile, 
when  I  had  finifhed  my  flory,  *  I  fee 

*  you  have  been  in  your  time  a  little 
'  upon  the  picare*.'    I  anfwered  with 
a  blufh,  f  Your  excellency  ordered  me 

*  to  be  lincere,  and  I  have  obeyed.' — 

*  I  am  obliged  to  thee  for  it,1  he  re- 
plied :   l  go,  my  child  ;  thou  haft  come 

*  oft"  very  cheaply.     I   am  alfroniflied 

*  .that  thou  wait  not  undone  by  ill  ex- 

*  ample.    There  are  many  honelt  peo- 

*  pie  who  would   have   turned    great 

*  rogues,  had  Fortune  put  them  to  the 
<  fame  trials. 

.    '  Friend  Santillane/  continued  the 
forget  thypaft  lii'e,  and  re- 
6   member  that  tho.u  no-.v  belou 

*  the  king,   in  whofc  .  ;i  wilt 

*  be  employed  for  the  future.     Follow 

*  me,  and  I  will  make  thee  acquainted 
{  with  the  nature  of  thy  office.'     He 

into  a  little  clol' 
to  his  own,  where  1  law,  upon  ih 

:  :u  ioiio.     '  It  is 


here/  faid  he,  '  where  thou  muft 
work.  Thefe  regifters  compofe  a 
dictionary  of  all  the  noble  families 
within  the  kingdoms  and  principa- 
lities of  the  Spanifh  monarch.  Every 
book  contains,  in  alphabetical  order, 
the  abridged  hiftory  of  every  gentle- 
man ;  in  which  are  recounted  the* 
fervices  which  he  and  his  anceftoi  s 
have  performed  to  the  ftate,  as  well 
as  the  affairs  of  honour  in  which 
they  have  been  engaged.  There  is 
alfo  mention  made  of  their  fortune, 
morals,  and,  in  a  word,  of  all  their 
bad  qualities  j  fo  that  when  they 
come  to  folicit  favours  at  court,  I  fee, 
with  one  glance  of  my  eye,  whether 
or  not  they  deferve  them.  That  I 
may  have  an  exact  information  of 
all  thefe  things,  I  have  penfionaries 
every  where,  who  take  care  to  get 
good  intelligence,  which  they  tranf- 
mit  to  me  in  writing:  but,  as  their 
memorials  are  often  diffufe,  and 
fluffed  with  provincial  modes  of  ex- 
preflion,  they  muft  be  rendered  more 
concife,  and  the  diction  polifhed  j 
becaufe  his  majefty  fometimes  orders 
thefe  regillers  to  be  read  to  him.  In 
this  work,  which  requires  a  perfpi- 
cuous  ftyle,  I  will  employ  thee  this 
very  moment.' 
So  faying,  he  took  out  of  a  port- 
folio full  of  papers,  a  memorial,  which 
he  put  into  my  hand ;  and  went  out 
of  the  clofet,  leaving  me  at  liberty  to 
perform  my  coup  d'f/ai.  I  read  the 
piece,  which  feemed  not  only  fluffed 
with  barbarous  terms,  but  even  filled 
with  indecent  paffion,  though  it  had 
been  compoled  by  a  monk  in  the  town 
of  Solfona.  He  there  tore  to  pieces, 
without  mercy,  a  good  Catalonian  fa- 
mily j  and  God  knows  if  he  Ipoke 
truth  :  it:  looked  fo  much  like  a  fcan- 
dalous  libel,  that  I  at  firll  made  fome 
fcruple  of  working  upon  it,  being  a- 
fraiii  of  making  myfelf  an  accomplice 
in  the  calumny.  Never! helefs,  novice 
as  I  was  at  court,  I  went  on,  at  thu 
d  of  his  reverence's  foul  j  and 
placing  all  the  iniquity,  if  there  was 
any  in  the  cafe,  to  his  account,  began 
to  dishonour,  in  good  Caltilian  phrafes, 
two  or  three  generations  of  honelt  men 
perhaps. 

I   had  already  finifhed  four  or  five 
pages,  wiien   the  duke,   impatient   to. 


A  Spaniih  v/ord; 
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Icnow  how  I  performed,  returned,  and 
-faid,  l  Santillane,  mew  me  what  thou 
*  haft  done;  for  I  long  to  fee  it.'  At 
rthe  fame  time,  throwing  his  eyes  upon 
my  work,  he  read  the  beginning  with 
great  attention  ;  and  feemed  fo  well  fa- 
tisfied,  that  I  was  furprized  at  his  com- 
mendations. <  Prepoflefled  as  I  was 
in  thy  favour,'  faid  he,  *  I  confefs 
thou  halt  fin-puffed  my  expectation  : 
thou  writeft  not  only  with  all  the 
clearnefs  and  diftinftion  that  I  de- 
fired,  but  thy  Ityle  is  alib  fpirited 
and  eafy  ;  thou  juftifisft  the  choice  I 
have  made  of  thy  pen,  and  confoleft 
me  for  the  lofs  of  thy  predeceffor.* 
He  would  not  have  confined  my  elo- 
gium  to  this,  had  he  not  been  inter- 
rupted by  the  arrival  of  his  nephew  the 
Count  deLemos,  whom  his  excellency 
embraced  feveral  times,  and  received 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  gave  me  to  under- 
fland  that  he  loved  him  with  a  ten- 
der affeftion.  They  /hut  themfelves 
up  together,  to  talk  in  private  of  a  fa- 
mily affair,  which  I  ftull  haveoccafion 
to  mention  in  the  fequel,  and  with 
which  the  minirter,  at  that  time,  feerned 
to  be  more  engrorted  than  with  the  bu- 
fmefs  of  the  king. 

While  they  were  engaged  together, 
I  heard  the  clock  ftrike  twelve  ;  and  as 
I  knew  that  the  fecretaries  and  clerks 
quitted  their  offices  ar  that  hour,  to  go 
and  dine  fomewhere,  I  left  my  per- 
formance, and  went  cut,  not  with  a 
view  of  going  to  Montefer's  houfe,  for 
he  had  already  paid  my  appointments, 
and  I  had  taken  my  leave  of  him,  but 
to  the  moft  famous  ordinary  at  the 
court-end  of  the  town :  a  common 
eating- houfe  would  not  now  ferve  my 
turn.  Remember  that  then  no~v  be- 
longeft  to  the  king.  Thefe  words,  which 
the  duke  had  pronounced,  were  feeds 
of  ambition  that  every  initant  fprung 
up  in  my  foul. 

CHAP.    III. 

HE  LEARNS  THAT  HIS  POST  IS 
NOT  ALTOGETHER.  WITHOUT 
MORTIFICATIONS.  HIS  UNEASI- 
NESS AT  THIS  PIECE  OF  NEWS, 
WHICH  OBLIGES  HIM  TO  ALTER 
HIS  CONDUCT. 


I  Was  at  great  pains,  when  I  entered, 
to  let  the  landlord  know  that  I  was 
fecretary  to.  the  prime-mini  ftcr;  aaJ, 


in  that  quality,  I  did  not  know  what 
to  order  for  my  dinner:  I  was  afraid 
of  befpeaking  fomcthing  that  might 
favour  of  parfimony,  and  therefore  bade 
him  drefs  what  he  himfelf  mould  think, 
proper.  Accordingly,  he  regaled  m« 
in  a  fumptuous  manner,  and  I  wa* 
ferved  with  marks  of  refpecl  which  gave 
me  ftill  more  pleafure  than  the  good 
chear.  When  the  bill  was  brought,  I 
threw  a  piftoleupcn  the  table,  leaving  to 
the  waiters  one  fourth  of  it  at  leaft  j  foV 
fo  much  remained  over  and  above  the 
reckoning.  After  which  I  ftrutted 
away  with  fuch  geftures  as  mewed  that 
I  was  mighty  well  pleafed  with  my  owa 
perfon. 

About  twenty  yards  from  hence, 
there  was  a  large  houfe,  in  which  noble- 
men that  were  ftrangers  commonly 
lodged.  Here  I  hired  an  apartmenr, 
confiding  of  five  or  fix  rooms  hand- 
fomely  furnilhedj  as  if  I  already  en- 
joyed two  or  three  thoufand  ducats 
a  year ;  and  even  paid  the  firft  month 
per  advance.  Afterwards,  returning 
to  work,  I  'fpent  the  whole  afternoon 
in  continuing  what  I  had  begun  in  the 
morning.  There  were  two  more  fe- 
cretaries  in  a  clofet  next  to  mine;  bxit 
they  only  tranfcribed  what  the  duke 
gave  them  to  copy.  With  thciel  con-^ 
trailed  an  acquaintance  that  very  even-" 
ing,  when  we  went  out  together;  and, 
in  order  to  gain  their  friendship  the 
fooner,  carried  them  to  my  tavern, 
where  I  ordered  for  fvipper  the  beit 
diihes  in  feafon,  with  the  moil  delicate 
wines. 

We  fate  down  together,  and  be^an 
to  converfe  with  more  gaiety  tiian  wit; 
for  to  do  juftice  to  my  guefts,  I  foon. 
perceived  that  they  did  not  owe  to  their 
genius  the  places  which  they  poffefled. 
They  were  connoifleurs,  indeed,  in 
the  different  kinds  of  hand-writing; 
but  they  had  not  the  leaft  tinclure  of 
univerfity  education. 

To  make  amends  for  this,  they  un- 
derflood  their  own  little  interefts  to  ad- 
miration; and  were  not  fo  much  in- 
toxicated with  the  honour  of  ferving 
the  prime-minifter,  but  that  they  com.- 
plained  of  their  fituation.  *  We  have,* 
faid  one  of  them,  *  already  exercifed 

*  our  employment  five  months  at  our 
'  own  expence,  without  touching  one 
'  farthing;  and, which  is  worfe,  our  ap- 

*  poinlments  are  not  regulated,  nor  do 

*  svc  k#ovv  upon  what  fueling  we  are.* 

— <  A« 
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»-'  As  for  my  part,'  faid  the  other,  '  I 

*  would,with  all  my  heart,  put  up  with 

•  twenty  llripes,    inftead  of   appoint- 

•  ments,  to  be  allowed  the  liberty  of 

•  engaging  myfelf  elfewhere  j  for  I  dare 
«  not  retire  of  my  own  accord,  nor  de- 

*  niand  my  difmiflion,  after  the  fecrets 

•  with  which  I  have  been  intruftedj 

*  elfe  I  might  chance  to  vifit  the  tower 

*  of  Segovia,  or  caftle  of  Alicant.' 

*  How  do  you  make  ihift  to  live 

•  then?'  faid  I  to  them:  '  I  fuppofe 

*  you   have  fortunes   of  your   own.' 
They  anfwered,   they  had  very  little 
money  j  but,    luckily  for  them,  they 
lodged  at  the  houfe  of  an  honeft  wi- 
dow, who  gave  them  credit  for  their 
board,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  pif- 
toles  a  year  from  each.     All  this  dif- 
courfe,   of  which  I  did   not  iofe  one 
word,  diilipated  in  an  inftant  the  fumes 
of  my  pride:    I  concluded,    that   no 
more  conlideration  would  be  paid  to 
me  than  toothers;  coni'equently,  I  had 
jno  caufe  to  be  fo  much  charmed  with 
my  poft,  which  was  not  quite  fo  fub- 
jlantial  as  I  had  imagined  5  and  that,  in 
ihort,  I  could  not  be  too  frugal  of  my 
jmrfe.     Theie  reflections  cured  me  of 
my  extravagance.     I  began  to  repent 
of  having  invited  my  fellow- fecretaries; 
wi/hed  the  repaft  at  an  end  :  and,  when 
the  bill  was  brought,  difputed  with  the 
landlord  on  every  article. 

My  friends  and  I  parted  at  mid- 
night j  becaufe  I  did  not  preis  them 
to  (lay  longer.  They  went  home  to 
their  widow,  and  I  to  my  fuperb  apart- 
ment, which  J  now  was  mad  with  my- 
felf for  having  hired,  and  which  I  firm- 
ly refoived  to  leave  at  the  month's  end. 
It  was  to  no  purpofe  to  me  to  lie  down 
on  a  good  bed  :  my  anxiety  b: 
all  repofej  and  I  paiTed  the  iv 
contriving  means  of  being  paid  by  his 
majefty  for  my  work.  I  Ituck,  <>u  this 
occaiion,  to  Montefer's  advice,  and 
rofe  with  a  refolution  of  going  to  pay 
my  refpects  to  Don  Rodrigo  de  Calde- 
rona.  I  was  in  a  very  proper  dilpoli- 
tion  to  appear  before  inch  a  proud  man, 
becaufe  I  found  I  had  occaiion  for  his 
protection. 

I  repaired  then  to  the  fecretary, 
whole  lodging  communicated  with  lli.it 
of  the  Duke  of  Lerma,  and  even  equall- 
ed it  in  magnificence:  by  the  furni- 
ture, it  wculd  have  been  a  difficult 
Tnaiter  to  diitinguifli  the  matter  from 
the  man.  I  fcut  ia  my  name*  as  the 


fucceflbr  of  Don  Valerie  ;  but,  for  all 
that,  I  waited  in  the  anti-chamber  up- 
wards of  r.n  hour,  «  Mr.  New  Se- 

*  cretary,'    faid   1  to    myfelf  at  this 
juncture,    '   have  a   lit  lie.  patiej; 

'  you  pleafe:  I  find  you  mu(t  dance 
'  attendance  yourfelf,  before  you  make 

*  other  people  do  fo.'     The  chai 
door  being  opened  at  length,  I  entered, 
and  advanced  towards  Don  Rodrigo, 
who,  having  jtift  finifhed  a  hillqt-doux 
to  his  charming  Sirtna,  was  putting  it 
into  Pedrillo's  hands.    I  had  never  ap- 
peared before  the  Archbifhop  qf  Gre- 
nada, the  Count  Gaiiano,  nor  even  the 
prime-minifter,    fo    refpe&fully    as    I 
prefented  myfelf  to  the  eyes  of  Stgnior 
de  Calderona,  whom  I  faluted  with  a 
bow  to  the  very  ground,  begging  his 
protection  in   fuch   fubmiiuve    terms, 
that  I  cannot  remember  them  without 
a  blufh.     My  meannefs  would  have 
turned  to  my  prejudice  in  the  opinion 
of  a  real  gentleman  j  but  he  wasp: 
with  my  groveling  behaviour,  and  af- 
fured  me,  obligingly  enough,  that  he 
would  let  flip  no  opportunity  of  doing 
me  iervice. 

I  thanked  him  with  great  demon- 
ftrations  of  zeal  for  his  favourable  Icii- 
titnents*of  me  }  and  having  vowed  an 
eternal  attachment  to  him,  took  my 
leave,  for  fear  of  incommoding  hiin, 
and  begged  he  would  excufe  me,  if  I 
had  interrupted  him   in  his  important 
affairs.     As  foon  as  I  had   acltd  this 
mean  part,  I  went  to  mjr  office,  where 
I  fauflttd  the  talk  which  had  been  im- 
pofed.     The  duke,  who  did  not  fail  to 
come  thither  in  the  morning,  was  no 
lefs  pleaied  with  the  end  than  he  had 
been  with  the  beginning  of  my  work, 
and  faid,  '  This   is   extremely  well  : 
write   as  well  as  thou   canft  this  a- 
i -d  hiitory  in  the  vegitter  of  Ca- 
talonia j  after  which  thou  fhalt  take 
another  information  out  of  the  port- 
folio,  and   manage  it   in    the  fame 
manner.'     I  had  a  pretty  long  con- 
vcrfation  with  his  excellency,  and  was 
charmed  with  his  fweetr.dr,  and  fami- 
liarity of  behaviour.   What  a  difference 
was  there  between  him  and  Calclerona  ! 
They  were  two  figures  ftrongly  con- 
tra itcd. 

I  dined  that  day  in  an  eating-houfe 
for  a  moderate  cxpcnce;  and  refoived 
to  go  thither  incognito  every  evening, 
until  I  mould  fee  the  effect  of  my  com- 
plaifancc  and  fervility.  1  had  money 
iufficieat 
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fufftcient  to  maintain  me  three  months, 
during  which  I  refolved  to  work  at  a 
venture ;  purpofmg,  as  the  fhorteft  fbl- 
lies  are  the  leaft  prejudicial,  to  aban- 
don the  court,  and  all  it's  tinfei,  if  I 
ihould  receive  no  falary  before  the  ex- 
piration of  that  term.  This,  therefore, 
was  my  plan  :  I  fpared  nothing,  du- 
ring two  months,  to  pleafe  Caldtrona  j 
but  he  took  ib  little  notice  of  my  en- 
deavours, that,  defpairingof  fuccefs,  I 
changed  my  conduct  towards  him,  and 
exerted  myfelf  wholly  in  profiting  by 
thofe  moments  of  converfation  which  I 
had  with  the  duke. 


CHAP.    IV. 

CIL  BLAS  GAINS  THE  FAVOUR  OF 
THE  DCKE  OF  LERMA,  WHO  EN- 
TRUSTS HIM  WITH  A  SECRET 
OF  GREAT  IMPORTANCE. 

A  LTHOUGH  his  grace,  to  ufe 
JT\.  the  expreffton,  only  juft  appeared 
•  before  me,  and  vanifhed  again,  every 
day,  I  inlenfibly  rendered  myfelf  fo 
Agreeable  to  his  excellency,  that  he  faid 
to  me  one  afternoon,  *  Hark'e,Gil  Bias  j 
I  like  thy  difpofition  and  under- 
ftanding,  and  have  a  regard  for  thee 
accordingly.  Thou  art  a  zealous 
faithful  young  fellow,  extremely  in- 
telligent and  difcreet  j  fo  that  I  don't 
think  I  fhall  mifpiace  my  confidence, 
if  I  beftow  it  upon  thee.'  I  threw 
myfelf  on  my  knees,  when  I  heard 
thefe  words  ;  and,  after  having  refpeft- 
fully  kifled  one  of  his  hands,  which  he 
held  out  to  raife  me  up,  anfwered,  f  Is 
it  pofllble,  then,  that  your  excellency 
can  deign  to  honour  me  with  fuch 
extraordinary  favour  ?  What  fecret 
enemies  will  your  goodnefs  raife  up 
againft  me!  But  there  is  only  one 
man  whole  hatred  I  dread,  and  that 
is  Don  Rodrigo  de  Calderona.' 
*  Thou  halt  nothing  to  apprehend 
from  that  quarter,'  replied  the  duke. 
I  know  Calderona  j  he  has  been  at-, 
tached  to  me  from  his  infancy  j  and, 
I  may  venture  to  fay,  his  fentiments 
are  fo  conformable  to  mine,  that  he 
carefles  thofe  whom  I  love,  and  hates 
thofe  who  difoblige  me :  inftead  of 
dreading  his  averfion,  thou  mayeft, 
on  the  contrary,  depend  upon  his 
friendfliip.'  By  this,  I  could  plainly 
perceive,  that  SigniorJDon  Rodrig 
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a  cunning  rogu«,  who  had  got  pof- 
ieffion  of  his  excellency's  foul ;  and 
that  I  could  not  be  too  cautions  with 
him.  «  To  begin,'  added  the  duke, 
with  putting  thee  in  pofieflion  of  my 
confidence,  I  will  difclofe  to  thee  a 
defign  which  I  have  projefted ;  for 
it  is  neceiTary  that  thcu  fhouldfi 
be  informed  of  it,  that  thou  mayeft 
acquit  thyfelf  the  better  of  the  com- 
miilions  in  which  I  intend  to  employ 
thee.  I  have  a  long  time  beheld  my 
authority  in  general  refpe&ed,  my 
decifions  blindly  followed,  and  com- 
miflions,employments,governments, 
vice  -  royalties,  and  benefices,  dif- 
pofed  of  according  to  my  wifh.  I 
may  be  faid  to  reign  in  Spain  j  and 
it  is  impoffible  to  pufh  my  fortuna 
farther;  but  I  would  fecure  it  againft 
the  Itorms  that  begin  to  threaten  me ; 
and,  for  that  effect,  want  to  have  my 
nephew,  the  Count  de  Lemos,  for  my 
fucceffor  in  the  miniftry.' 
Here  the  duke,  obferving  that  I  wa$ 
xtremely  furprized  at  what  I  heard, 
aid,  <  I  fee  your  furprize,  Santillanej 
you  think  it  very  it  range  that  I  ihould 
prefer  my  nephew  to  my  own  fon  the 
Duke  d'Uzeda  j  but  you  mu(t  know- 
that  this  laft  has  too  narrow  a  genius 
to  fill  my  place:  befides,  lam  hit 
enemy ;  he  has  found  the  fecret  of 
being  agreeable  to  the  king,  who 
wants  to  make  him  his  favouritej  and 
this  is  what  I  cannot  bear.  The 
favour  of"  a  fovereign  is  like  the  pof- 
feffion  of  a  woman  whom  we  adore; 
a  piece  of  happinefs,  of  which  we 
are  fo  jealous,  that  we  cannot  refolve 
to  fhare  it  with  a  rival,  however  con- 
nected to  us  by  the  ties  of  blood  aad 
friendship. 

'  I  now  difclofe  to  thee,'  continued 
lis  grace,  «  the  very  bottom  of  my 
foul.  I  have  already  attempted  to 
ruin  the  Duke  d'Uzeda  with  his  ma- 
jefty ;  and,  as  I  could  not  fucceed, 
I  have  changed  my  battery.  I  de- 
fign  that  the  Count  de  Lemos  fhail 
infmuate  himfclf  into  the  good  graces 
of  the  Prince  of  Spain.  Being  gen- 
tleman of  his  bed-chamber,  lie  has 
an  opportunity  of  talking  with  him 
every  moment  j  and,  beiides  that  he 
does  not  want  wit,  I  know  a  fure 
method  for  him  to  fucceed  in  that 
enterprize.  By  this  uratagem,  I  will 
opnofe  my  nephew  to  my  fon,  and 
breed  a  divinonbef.veenthetwo  cou- 
«  tins, 
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fins,  which  will  oblige  them  both  to 
court  my  fupport,  the  awe  of  which 
will  keep  them  iubniifllveto  my  will. 
This,'  adcied  he,    'is    my  i'chcme ; 
and  thy  aUiltance  will  be  very  fervice- 
ahle  to  me  5  for  I  will  always  lend 
thee   to  the  Count  de  Lemos,  and 
thou  (In It  report  from  him  whatever 
he  mall  have  occalion  to  impart/ 
After  this  confidence,  which  I  re- 
garded as  ready -money,  1   no   longer 
£elt  any  difquiet.     *  At  length,'  laid  I 
to  myfelf,  l  I  am  under  the  fpout  j  a 
a  mower  of  gold  will  certainly  rain 
upon  me;  for  it  is  impoffibie  but 
that  the  confident  of  a  man,  who, 
by  way  of  excellence,  is  called  the 
great  pillar  of  the  Spanilh  monarchy, 
fliould  be,  in  a  very  (hort  time,  load- 
ed with  wealth !'     Full  of  inch  agree- 
able hope,  I  law  with  indifference  my 
poor  purie  giving  up  the  ghoft. 


CHAP.    V. 

CIL  BLAS  IS  OVERWHELMED   WITH 
JOY,    HONOUR,    AND   DISTRESS. 

THE  ininifter's  afFeclion  for  me 
was  loon  perceived  5  for  he  af- 
fecled  to  give  marks  of  it  in  publick, 
giving  me  the  charge  of  his  port-folio, 
which  he  ufed  to  carry  in  his  own  hand . 
to  council.  This  novelty,  making  peo- 
ple look  upon  me  as  a  final  1  favourite, 
excited  the  envy  of  feveral  perfcns,  and 
%vas  theoccafionof  my  receiving  a  great 
deal  of  court  holy-water.  My  two 
neighbours,  the  kcretaries,  were  not 
the  lall  in  complimenting  me  upon  my 
approaching  greatnefs  ;  and  they  in- 
;ne  to  fup  at  their  widow's,  not 
io  inuch  in  return  for  my  treat,  rs  \vith 
a  view  to  engage  me  in  their  behalf  for 
the  future.  i  was  welcomed  every 
\vhtic  5  even  the  haughty  Don  Rodri- 
go  changed  his  behaviour  to  me,  and 
now  called  me  nothing  but  Signior  <!e 
Santillane;  though,  before  that,  he 
only  favoured  .  ,-.•/,  always 

cmitt".,.  He  loaded 

me  with  c'> .  ••••  dally  when  he 

thought  our  patron  iiiu.;ht  obfervc  him  : 
bur  1  allure  "  fool  to  deal 

with  j  I  aii i .  ..is  kindnefs  with 

toiiu!  politeness  j   and  the  tt\ 
ruoie  1  hated  him  in  my  h-.. 
cc artier  could  nu  i,-, . 


I  likewife  accompanied  my  lonl 
duke  to  court,  whither  he  commonly 
went  three  times  a  day.  In  the  morn- 
ing, he  entered  his  majcfty's  bed-cham- 
ber as  foon  as  he  was  awake ;  and, 
kneeling  by  the  bed-fide,  difcourfed  of 
thole  things  that  were  to  be  done  in 
the  day  j  having  alfo  dictated  to  his 
mafter  what  was  to  be  faid,  he  retired; 
and  returned  immediately  after  dinner, 
not  to  talk  on  ftate  affairs,  but  to  con- 
verfe  on  entertaining  fubje&s,  and  re- 
gale the  king  with  all  the  merry  ad- 
ventures which  happened  in  Madrid, 
and  of  which  he  was  always  very  early 
informed.  Laftof  all,  hevifited  him, 
for  the  third  time,  in  the  evening,  whea 
he  gave  fuch  an  account  as  he  thought 
proper  of  what  he  had  done  through  the 
day,  and  in  a  carelefs  manner  afked 
his  majefty's  orders  for  to-morrow. 
While  he  was  with  the  king,  I  remain- 
ed in  the  anti- chamber,  where  I  favv 
people  of  quality,  devoted  to  the  idol 
Favour,  court  my  conversation,  and 
think  themfelves  happy  if  I  entered  into 
difcourfe  with  them.  How,  after  this, 
could  I  help  thinking  myfelf  a  man  of 
confequence  !  There  are  a  great  many 
at  court  who  have  the  fame  opinion  of 
themfelves,  upon  a  much  more  (lender 
foundation. 

One  day,  I  had  Mill  more  food  for 
my  vanity  :  the  king,  to  whom  the 
duke  had  1'poke  very  advantageoufly  of 
my  ftyle,  was  very  curious  to  fee  a 
fpecimen  of  it.  Upon  which  his  ex- 
cellency made  me  take  up  the  Catalo- 
nian  regifter,  and,  carrying  me  into  the 
prelence,  ordered  me  to  read  the  firit 
itory  which  I  had  abridged.  If  I  was 
at  fit  11  difturbed  by  the  prefence  of  the 
prince,  I  was  foon  compoled  by  that 
of  the  minifter  }  and  read  ray  perform- 
ance, which  his  majelty  heard  with 
plcuiure.  He  exprefled  his  latisfac- 
tion,  and  even  recommended  me  to  the 
minitter's  protection.  This  did  not  at 
all  diminilh  the  pride  of  my  heart  j  and 
the  conversation  which  I  had,  a  fevr  . 
days  after,  with  the  Count  de  Lemos, 
quite  filled  my  head  with  the  ideas  of 
ambition.  I  went  to  this  nobleman  . 
fi\im  his  uncle  ;  ami,  finding  him  at 
the  prince's  court,  prtfentcd  to  him  a 
krrvr  of  credentials  j  in  which  the 
ttuke  told  him,  that  he  might  open 
himielf  to  me,  as  to  one  who  was  per-  . 
i  :tiy  w-jll  acquainted  with  their  de- 
i^n,  and  choicn  by  him  as  their  com- 
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•ffaon  meffenger.     The  count    having 
read  this  billet,  conduced  me  into  a 
room  ;  and,  having  locked  the  door, 
Ipoke  in  this  manner  :  '  Since  you  en- 
joy the  confidence  of  the  Duke  of 
Lerma,  I  don't  doubt  that  you  de- 
ferve  it,  and  I  ought   to  make  no 
difficulty  in  giving  you  mine  alfo. 
You  muft  know,  then,  that  matters 
go  on  fwimmingly.     The  Prince  of 
Spain  diftingiii  flies  me  from  all  the 
noblemen  who  are  perfonally  attach- 
ed to  him,  and  who  ftudy  to  pleafe 
him.     I  had  this  morning  a  private 
converfation  with  him,  in  which  he 
feemed  chagrined  at  feeing  himfelf, 
through  the  king's  avarice,  unable 
to  follow  the  dictates  of  his  gene- 
rous heart,  or  even  to  fpend  like  a 
prince.     On  this  occafion,  I  did  not 
fail  to  lament  his  fituation  j   and, 
profiting  by    the  opportunity,  pro- 
mifed  to  bring  a  thoufand  piftoles  to 
him  at  his  levee  to-morrow,  as   an 
earneft  of  greater  fums,  which  I  have 
undertaken  to  furnifh  him  with  in  a 
very  little  time.     He  was  charmed 
with  my  promife  ;  and  I  am  certain 
of  captivating  his  favour,  if  I  keep 
my  word.     Go,  and  tell  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  to  my  uncle,  and  return 
in  the  evening  to  inform  me  of  his 
fentiments  of  the  matter/ 
I  quitted  the  Count  de  Lemos  imme- 
diately, and  went  back  to  the  Duke  of 
ierma ;  who,  on   my  report,  fent  to 
Calderona  for  a  thoufand  piftoles,  which 
he  gaVe  me  to  carry  in  the  evening  to 
the  count.     This  I  performed,  faying 
to  myfeif,  «  Oho !  I  now   fee   plainly 
what  the  infallible  method  is  which 
the  minifter  takes  to  fucceed  in  his 
enterprize:  upon  my  foul,  he  is  in 
the  right !  and,  to  all  appearance, 
thefe  prodigalities  will  not  ruin  his 
fortune:    I   can   eafily  guefs    from 
whofe  coffers  thefe  piftoles  are  taken  j 
but,  after  all,  it  is  but  reafonable 
that  the  father  mould  maintain  the 
fon.'     The  Count  de  Lemos,  when 
ve  parted,  faid  foftly,  «  Farewel,  dear 
confident !  the  Prince  of  Spain  is  a 
little  amorous  j  you  and  I  muft  have 
a  conference  on  that  fubjeft  one  of 
thefe  days.  I  forefee  that  I  ftiall  have 
occafion  for  your  dexterity  very  loon.* 
I  came  home  mufing  on  thefe  words, 
which  were  not  at  all  ambiguous,  and 
which  filled  me  with  joy.     €  The  de-  ' 
•*  Till*  faid  I  j  'I  ana  juft  on  the  evs 


•*  of  becoming  Mercury  to  the  heir  of 
'  the  kingdom.'  I  did  not  examine 
into  the  goodnefs  or  badnefs  of  the 
office  j  the  quality  of  the  gallant  laid 
my  virtue  afleep.  What  glory  was  it 
for  me  to  be  made  minifter  of  pleafure 
to  a  great  prince!  *  Softly,  Mr.  Gil 
'  Bias,'  fome  folks  will  fay  ;  «  the  bu- 
'  finefs  was  only  to  make  you  deputy- 
'  minifter.'  I  own  it  :  but  at  bottom 
the  honour  of  both  thefe  pofts  is  equal  j 
the  difference  lies  in  the  profits  only. 

While  I  executed  thefe  noble  com- 
miffions,  advancing  every  day  farther 
and  farther  in  the  good  graces  of  the 
prime-minifter,  with  fuch  enchanting 
hopes,  how  happy  mould  I  have  been, 
if  ambition  had  fecured  me  from  the 
cravings  of  hunger  !  More  than  two 
months  had  elapfed  fincel  had  quitted 
my  magnificent  apartment,  and  hired  a 
fmall  chamber  very  frugally  furnifhed. 
Although  this  gave  me  fome  pain,  yet, 
as  I  came  out  early  in  the  morningj 
and  did  not  go  home  to  bed  before 
night,  I  bore  my  fortune  patiently. 
The  whole  day  I  appeared  upon  my 
theatre,  that  is,  in  the  duke's  houfe* 
and  played  the  part  of  a  man  of  con- 
fequence  j  but,  when  I  crept  up  into 
my  garret,  my  importance  vanifhed, 
and  "nothing  remained  but  poor  Gil 
Bias  without  money,  and,  which  is 
worfe,  without  any  thing  that  could 
fetch  it.  Though  I  had  not  been  too 
proud  to  difcover  my  neceffity  to  any 
body,  I  did  not  know  one  perfon  that 
could  affift  me,  except  Navarro,  whom 
I  had  neglected  fo  much,  fmce  I  turn- 
ed courtier,  that  I  had  not  aflurance 
enough  to  make  application  to  his 
friend  (hip.  1  had  been  obliged  to  fell 
all  my  cloaths  piece-meal,  except  thoie 
for  which  I  had  abfolute  occafion.  I 
went  no  more  to  the  eating-houfe,  be- 
caufel  had  not  wherewithal  to  pay  my 
ordinary.  How  did  I  make  fhift  then 
to  fubfift?  Every  morning,  a  little 
bread  and  wine  was  brought  into  our 
offices  forbreakfaft:  this  was  all  that 
the  minifter  allowed}  this  was  all 
that  I  eat  through  the  day  ;  and  I  ge- 
nerally went  fupperlefs  to  bed. 

Such  was  theiituation  of  a  man  who 
fhone  at  court,  and  who  was-more  pro- 
perly an  object  of  compafljon  than  en- 
vy. Nevcrthelefs,  I  could  no.  longer 
fuftain  the  weight  of  my  miferyj  and 
at  length  determined  todifclofeit,  with, 
u>  the  Duke  of  Lenaa.  39 
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foon  as  an  opportunity  ihould  offer. 
Happily  for  me,  I  found  an  occafion 
at  the  Kfcurial  *,  whither  the  king  and 
the  prince  repaired,  fome  days  after  I 
had  come  to  this  refolution. 


CHAP.     VI. 

THE  MANNER  ».N  WHICH  GIL  HLAS 
INFORMS  THE  DUKE  OF  LERMA 
Or  HIS  NECESSITY,  AND  THAT 
MINISTER'S  BEHAVIOUR  ON  THE 
OCCASION. 

WHILE  the  king  was  at  the 
Elcurial,  he  defrayed  the  ex- 
pencc  of  every  body  ;  fo  that  there  I 
did  not  feel  where  the  fhoe  pinched  :  I 
Jay  In  a  wardrobe,  juft  by  the  bed- 
chamber or'  the  duke  j  who  one  morn- 
ing, rifing  as  ufual  at  break  of  day, 
made  me  take  fome  papers  and  a  ftan- 
difh,  and  follow  him  into  the  palace 
garden.  We  went  and  fateaown  un- 
der a  tuft  of  trees,  where  I  put  my- 
.felf,  by  his  order,  in  the  pofture  of  a 
nan  writing  on  the  crown  of  his  hat ; 
\vhile  he  held  in  his  hand  a  paper,  which 
lie  pretended  to  read  :  fo  that,  at  a  dif- 
tunce,  we  feemed  bufy  in  very  ferious 
affairs,  though  all  the  while  we  talked 
of  nothing  but  trifles. 

For  the  fpace  of  an  hour,  I  had  di- 
verted his  excellency  with  all  the  fal- 
lies  that  my  good  humour  could  afford, 
when   two  magpies  perching  on  the 
trees  under  which  we  fat,  began   to 
chatter  in  fuch  a  noify  manner,  as  at- 
tracled  our  attention,    '  Thefe  birds,' 
faid  the  duke,  f  feem  to  fcold  one  an- 
other:   I  fhould   be   very  glad    to 
know  the  caufe  of  their  quarrel/-— 
My  lord,'  faid   I,    «  your  curiofity 
puts  me  in  mind  of  an  Indian  fable, 
which  I  have  read  in  Pilpay,  or  fome 


'•  other  author  of  that  kind/  The  mi» 
nilter  defired  to  hear  it,  and  I  recount- 
ed  it  in  thefe  words  : 

'  Heretofore  rt  good  monarch  reign - 

*  ed  in  Perfia,  whofe  genius  being  not 

*  quite  extensive  enough  to  govern  his 

*  kingdom  of  himfelf,  he  left  that  care 
'  to  his  Grand  Vifir  Atalmuc  ;  a  man 

*  of  fuperior  capacity,  who  fupported 
'  the   weight   of  that  vaft  monarchy 
'  without  rtooping,  and  maintained  it 
<  in  profound  peace.    He  had  even  the 
«  art   of  making  the  royal  authority 
'  loved,  as  well    as   feared}   and  the 
'  fuhjeiU  enjoyed  an  affectionate  fa- 
'  ther  in  a  vifir  who  was  faithful  to 

*  his  prince.  Atalmuc  had,  among  his 

*  feci  etaries,    a  young    Cachemirian 

*  called  Zeangir,  whom  he  ioved  more 

*  than  all  the  others.     He  took  plea- 
'  fure  in  his  converfation,  carried  him 
'  in   his  company  to  the  chace,  and 

*  even  difclofed  to  him  his  moft  fecret 
'  thoughts.  One  day,  while  they  hunt- 

*  ed  together  in  a  wood,  the  vifir  fee- 
«  ing  two  ravens  croaking  on  a  tree, 
'  faid   to  his  fecretary,     *'  I  wifh  I 
"  knew  what  thefe  birds  are  talking 
"  of  in  their  language." — "  Signior," 

*  anfwered  the  Cachemirian,  «'  your 
"  wifli    may   be   accomplished." 

"  How  can  that  be  ?"  replied  Atal- 
«  muc.  ««  Acabaliftical  dervife,"  faid 
'  Zeangir,  «« taught  me  the  language 
"  of  birds.  If  you  pleafe,  I  will  lift- 
<f  en  to  thefe,  and  repeat  to  you  ver- 
"  batim  every  thing  that  I  mall  hear/* 
'  The  vizir  confented  ;  and  the  Ca- 

*  chemirian  approaching   the  ravens, 
'  feemed  to  lend  an  attentive  ear  t» 
'  their  difcourfe  :  after  which,  return- 
'  ing  to  his  matter,  "  Signior,"  faid 
'  he,  "  would  you  believe  it?  we  are 
tf  the  fubjefl  of  their  converfation/* 
—  "  Impoffible  !"    cried    the  Perfian 
'  minifter,    "  what  can  they  fay  of 


*  Efcurial,  a  royal  palace  of  the  King  of  Spain  in  New  Caflile,  about  twenty-tw» 
miles  from  Madrid.  It  was  begun  in  1557,  by  Philip  II.  fon  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V. 
after  the  vidtory  which  his  army  obtained  over  the  French  at  St.  Quintin,  and 
finifhcd  in  twenty-two  years,  at  an  immenfe  expence.  It  ftands  in  a  dry  barren  country, 
almoft  fvlrrounded  with  mountains,  but  wants  nothing  to  render  it  a  compleat  town, 
having  fifteen  thoufand  windows,  twenty-two  courts,  and  fcvcnteen  cloyfters  or 
piazzas,  befidcs  a  church,  college,  monaftery,  dwelling-hnufes,  mops,  artificers,  &c. 
It  has  forty  chapels  ;  the  hi-h  altar  in  one  of  which,  from  the  ground  to  the  roof, 
tonfifts  of  the  rnoft  beautiful  jafpcr.  This  chapel  is  faid  to  have  coft  upwards  of  fi\c 
millions.  The  pantheon,  where  the  royal  family  of  Spain  are  interred,  is  in  the 
above-mentioned  chapel,  and  is  a  very  curious  and  rich  itrufture  ;  it  was  begun  by 
Charles  V.  carried  on  by  Kin^:,  Philip  11.  and  IH.  and  compleatcd  b»y  Philip  IV.  From 
the  Efcurial  is  an  elegant  prefect  of  Madrid. 

«<  US?" 
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«c  us  >•« — "  One  of  them,"  replied  the 
«  fecretary,  faid,  "  Behold  the  Grand 
ft  Vizir  Atalmuc  in  perfon,  that  tute- 
*«  Jary  eagle,  who  covers  Perfia  like 
'«  a  neit  with  his  wings,  and  incef- 
c<  fantly  watches  forit/s  prefervation. 
"  As  a  relaxation  from  his  painful 
*'  toils,  he  hunts  in  this  wood  with 
t(  his  faithful  Zeangir.     How  happy 
«'  is  that  fecretary  in  ferving  a  matter 
<f  who  has  fo  much  affe&ion  for  him!'* 
—  "  Softly,"    faid  the  other  'raven, 
*'  foftly  !  don't   too  much  extol  the 
"  happinefsof  that  Cachemirian  :  A- 
<«  talmuc,  it  is  true,  converfes  fami- 
"  liarly  with  him,  honours  him  with 
4t  his  corrfidence,  and,  I  don't  doubt, 
«'  intends  to  give  him  a  considerable 
'«'  poft  :  but,  before  that  happens,  Ze- 
**  angir  will  die  of  hunger.  That  poor 
««  devil  lodges  in  a  fmall  paultry  room, 
"  where  he  is  in  want  of  the  common 
*'  neceffaries  of  life.     In  a  word,  he 
"  lives  in  a  milerable  manner,  though 
««  nobody  at  court  perceives  it.     The 
«'  grand  vifir  never  thinks  of  enquir- 
"  ing  into  his  circumftances  j  but,  con- 
"  tent  with    entertaining  favourable 
"  fentiments  in  his  behalf,  leaves  him, 
««  in  the  mean  time,    a  jJrey  to  po- 
•««  verty." 

Here  I  kft  off  fpeaking,  in  order  to 
obferve  the  duke ;  who  afked  with  a 
fmile,  what  impreffion  the  apologue 
made  on  the  mind  of  Atalmuc,  and  if 
the  grand  vifir  was  not  offended  at  the 
prefumption  of  his  fecretary.  *  No, 
«  my  lord/  faid  I,  in  great  confufion 
at  his  queftion  j  '  the  fable  fays,  that, 
'  on  the  contrary,  he  loaded  him  with 
*  favours.' — 'That  was  lucky/  re- 
plied the  duke,  with  a  ferious  air  j 
fonie  minifters  would  not  like  to  be 
fofchooled.  But,'  added  he,  break- 
ng  off  the  difcourfe,  and  getting  up, 
I  believe  the  king  will  foon  be  awake, 
and  my  duty  obliges  me  to  be  near 
him.'  So  faying,  he  walked  haftily 
towards  the  palace,  without  fpeaking 
another  wofd,  and  very  ill  pleafed,  as 
J  imagined,  with  the  Indian  fable. 

I  followed  him  to  the  very  door  of 
his  majefty's  bed-chamber;  after  which, 
I  went  and  put  the  papers  into  the  place 
from  whence  I  had  taken  them,  and 
then  entered  the  clofet  where  our  two 
copying  fecretaries  were  at  work  j  for 
•  they  were  alfo  along  with  the  court. 

*  What  is  the  matter  with  you,  Sig- 

*  nior  de  Santillane  ?*  faid  they,  when 


they  faw  me  ;  f  you  feem  very  inuoh. 
'  difturhed  !  Has  any  difagreeable  ac-' 
'  cident  happened  to  you  ?" 

I  was  too  much  affe&ed  with  the  bad 
fuccefs  of  my  apologue  to  conceal  my 
grief:  I  recounted  to  them  what  I  had 
faid  to  the  duke  ;  and  they  exprefTed' 
their  fympathy  in  the  fharp  affliction 
with  which  I  was  feized.  '  You  h:ive 
'  great  reafon  to  be  grieved,'  fair!  OIK- 
of  them  j  <•  I  wifli  you  may  be  better 
'treated  than  the  fecretary  of  Cardi- 
4  nnl  Spinoia  i  who,  tired  with  h.iv- 
'  ing  received  nothing  during  fifteen" 
1  months,  in  which  he  was  employed 

*  by  his  eminence>    took  the  ti.bcity, 
'  one  day,  of  reprefenting-  his  ncc-ei*-. 
1  fity,  and   craving  ibme  money   for 
'  his  fubliftence.     '*  It  is  b.ut  juft," 
'  faid  the  minifter,  "  that  you  faould 
<{  be  paid.     Here,"  added  he,  giving; 

*  him  an'  order  for  a  thoufand  ducats  j 
"  go  and  receive  that  fum  from  the 
*'  royal  treaiury  j  but   remember,    at 
•"  the  fame  time,  that  I  have  no  far-' 
"  theroccafion  for  your  fervice."  The 
'  fecretary  would  have  confoled  him- 

*  felf  for  his  difmiffion,  had  hetouch- 
'  ed  his   thoufand  ducats,    and  been. 
'  allowed  to  feek   for  bufinefs   elle- 

*  where  ;  but,  juft  as  .he  went  out  of 
'the  cardinal's  houfe,  ke  was  arreftecl 

*  by  an  alguazil,  and  conducted  to  the 
'  tower  of  Segovia,  where  he  has  been 
'  prifoner  a  long  time,' 

This  touch  of  hiltory  redoubled  my 
fear;  I  believed  myfelf  undone ;  and, 
becoming  inconColable,  began  to  re- 
proach my  own  impatience,  as  if  I  had, 
not  fuffered  enough.  '  Alas  !'  faid  I, 
'  why  did  I  rifque  that 'unlucky  fable 

<  which  'has  difpleafed  the  minifter'? 
'  perhaps  he  was  juft  on  the  point  of 
'  extricating  me  out  of  my  milerabic 
'  fituation  ;   nay,  perhaps  1  was  on  tHe 

*  eve   of  making  one  of  thofe  fuddert 

*  fortunes    which   aftoniflv   mankind. 

*  What  riches  !  what  honours  have"  I 
'  loft  by  my  own  folly!  I  ought  to 

<  have  cqniidered  that  great  men  don't 
(  chufe  to   be  anticipated,  but  defire 
'   that   the  leaft  gratifications   they  are 

'  f  obliged  to  give  mould  be  received  as 
'  their  own  free  grace  and  favour.     It 

*  would   have  been   better  for  me  to 
'  continue  my  flender  regimen,  vvkh- 
'  out   complaining  to  the  duke,  and 
'  even  to  let  myfelf  die  of  hunger,  by 
'  which  means  the  blame  would  have 

*  laid  on  his  fide.' 

LI  3  If 
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If  I  had  even  preferred  fome  /parks 
of  hopes,  my  matter,  whom  I  faw  in 
the  afternoon,  would  have  bammed, 
them  entirely  j  he  was  very  ferious  with 
me,  contrary  to  cufloin,  and  fcarce 
fpoke  at  all  t  a  circumftance  that  threw 
roe  into  mortal  .difquiet  for  the  reft  of 
the  day  :  neither  did  I  pals  the  night 
in  moie  tranquillity  5  my  furrow  for 
feeing  all  my  agreeable  illufions  va- 
niih,  and  the  dread  of  increafing  the 
number  of  ftate-priibners,  made  me 
groan  and  lament  my  condition  till 
morning. 

The  next  day  was  the  crifis  of  my 
fate.  The  duke  ordered  me  to  be  called 
in  the  morning,  and  I  entered  his  cham- 
ber,trembling  like  a  criminal  who  is  go- 
ing to  receive  fentence.  «  Santillane,' 
laid  he,  (hewing  a  paper  which  he  held 
in  his  hand,  '  take  this  order.'  1  quaked 
at  the  word  order,  faying  to  myfelf, 
.*  O  Heaven!  behold  Cardinal  Spinola! 
'  the  carriage  is  ready  for  Segovia  1' 
The  terror  which  feized  me  was  fuch, 
that  I  interrupted  the  minister,  and 
throwing  myfelf  at  his  feet,  '  My 
lord/  faid  I,  all  in  tears,  '  I  moft 
humbly  beg  that  your  excellency 
will  pardon  my  prefumption  :  it  was 
neceiftty  alone  that  compelled  me  tp 
difclofe  my  fituation!* 
The  duke,  who  could  not  help  laugh*- 
ng  at  my  diforder,  anfwered,  «  Be 
comforted,  Gil  Bias,  and  liften  to 
what  I  am  going  to  fay  :  although  the 
difcovering  thy  neceflities  was  a  re- 
proach to  me  for  not  having  pre- 
vented them,  I  am  not  at  all  difo- 
bliged,  my  friend;  I  am  rather  angry 
with  myfelf  for  having  omitted  Lo 
afk  how  thou  liveft.  Bur,  to  begin 
with  making  amends  for  this  inat- 
tention, I  give  thee  this  order  for 
fifteen  hundred  ducats,  which  will  be 
paid,  upon  fight,  out  of  the  rqyal 
treafury.  This  is  not  all:  I  pro- 
mife  .thee  the  fame  fum  annually.; 
and.befides,  when  people  of  wealth 
and  geneiofity  folicit  thy  intereft,  .1 
do  not  forbid  thee  to  fpeak  in  their 
behalf/ 

In  the  extafy  occafioned  by  thefe 
words,  I  kifled  the  feet  of  the  minilter, 
who  having  commanded  me  to  rife, 
continued  to  difcpurle  with  me  in  a 
familiar  manner.  I  attempted  to  re- 
cal  my  good-humour,  but  I  could  not 
make  fuch  a  i'udden  tranfition  from 
grief  to  ]<•-)'.  I  was  as  much  con- 


founded as  a  wretch  who  Is  informed 
of  his  pardon,  in  the  very  minute 
when  h«  expecled  his  execution.  My 
matter  afcribed  all  this  agitation  to  the 
fear  of  having  incurred  his  difpleafure, 
though  the  dread  of  perpetxial  impri- 
fonment  had  no  lefs  a  mare  in  my  dif- 
compofure,  He  confefl'ed,  that  he  had 
affe&ed  coolnefs  towards  me,  to  fee 
whether  or  not  I  mould  be  afflicled  at 
the  change }  that  from  this  he  was  con- 
vinced of  my  fmcere  attachment  to  his 
perfon,  for  whicji  he  loved  rne  the 
more. 


CHAP.    VII. 

THE  GOOD  USE  TO  WHICH  HE  PUT 
HIS  FIFTEEN  HUNDRED  DUCATS; 
THE  FIRST  AFFAIR  IN  WHICH 
HE  INTERMEDDLED,  AND  THE 
PROFIT  FROM  THENCE  ACCRU- 
ING. 

TJIE  king,  as  if  he  had  intended 
to  gratify  my  impatience,  return- 
cd  the  very  next  day  to  Madrid  ;  upon 
which  I  flew  inftantly  to  the  royal 
treafury,  where  I  immediately  touch- 
ed the  fum  contained  in  my  ord 
now  liftened  to  nothing  but  my  vanity 
and  ambition  ;  I  abandoned  my  mife- 
rable  room  to  ,thofe  fecrctaries  who  are 
fiill  ignorant  of  the  language  of  birds, 
and  once  more  hired  my  fine  apart- 
ment, which  was  luckily  untenanted. 
I  fent  for  a  famous  taylor,  who  work- 
ed for  almoft  all  the  beaux;  he  took 
my  meafure,  and  carried  me  to  a  fhop 
where  he  took  off  five' ells  of  cloth, 
which,  he  faid,  was  barely  fufficient 
to  make  a  fuit  for  me.  Five  ells  for  a 
fuit  in  the  Spanifh  tafte  !  juft  Heaven! 
but  let  us  fpare  our  cenfure  j  taylors  of 
reputation  always  ufemore  than  others. 
I  then  bought  fome  linen,  which  I 
wanted  very  much,  filk  ftockings,  ami  a 
beaver  laced  with  point  d' Efpagtie .  This 
being  done,  I  thought  it  would  not 
look  well  for  me  to  be  without  a  lac- 
quey, and  defired  Vincent  Fortro,  my 
landlord,  to  accommodate  me  with  one 
of  his  own  recommendation.  Moft  of 
the  (hangers  who  lodged  with  him 
tiled,  on  their  arrival  at  Madrid,  to 
take  SpaniQi  valets  into  their  fervicc, 
by  which  means  his  houle  was  the  ren- 
dezvous of  all  the  lacqueys  out  of 
place.  The  firft  that  presented  him- 

felf 
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felf  was  a  young  fellow  of  fuch  a  foft., 
devout  appearance,  that  I  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  him  ;  he  looked  too 
much  like  Ambrofe  de  Lamela.  '  I 
'  don't  want,'  faid  I  to  Forero,  *  a  va- 
'  let  of  fuch  a  religious  deportment.; 
*  I  have  been  already  bit  by  fuch  a- 
<  nother.'  Scarce  had  I  difmiffed  this 
lacquey,  when  another  came  in  of  a 
very  fprightly  appearance,  as  impudent 
<is  a  court  page,  with  fomethingroguiih 
in  his  looks.  Pleafed  with  his  out- 
fide,  I  put  fome  queftions  to  him,  which 
he  anfwered  with  fpirit,  I  obferved 
that  he  was  of  an  intriguing  difpofi- 
tion,  and  looking  upon  him  as  a  fub- 
jeft  pat  for  my  purpofe,  engaged  him 
immediately.  I  had  no  cauie  to  re- 
pent of  my  choice;  nay,  I  perceived, 
in  a  very  little  time,  that  I  had  made 
an  admirable  accjuifition.  As  the  duke 
had  permitted  me  to  fpeak  to  him  in  fa- 
vour of  people  whom  I  wanted  to  ierve, 
(and  I  was  refolved  not  to  negleft  this 
.perminlon)  I  hadoccahon  for  a  jackall 
to  difcover  the  game  ;  that  is,  an  induf- 
trious  pleafant  fellow,  proper  to  find 
out  and  allure  thofe  who  had  favour.s 
to  afk  of  the  prime-minifter.  This 
office  was  quite  the  matter-piece  of 
Scipio,  (fuch  was  my  lacquey's  name) 
who  had  been  in  the  fervice  of  Donna 
Anna  de  Guevara,  nurie  to  the  Prince 
of  Spain,  where  he  had  exercifed  that 
talent  to  fome  purpofe. 

As  foon  as  he  underftood  my  credit, 
and  that  I  fhould  be  glad  to  ufe  it  to 
the  bed  advantage,  he  went  to  work, 
and  that  very  day  faid  to  me,  *  Signior, 
f  I  have  made  a  pretty  good  difcovery  ; 
ayounggentleman  of  Grenada, called 
Don  Roger  de  Rada,  is  come  to  Ma- 
drid on  an  affair  of  honour,  which 
obliges  him  to  folicit  the  Duke  of 
Lerma's  protection,  and  he  is  will- 
ing to  pay  well  for  the  favour  he 
fliall  obtain;  I  have  already  (poke 
with  him,  and  found  him  defjrous  of 
applying  to  Don  Rodrigo  de  Calde- 
rona,  whofe  power  he  had  heard 
greatly  extolled  ;  but  J  have  changed 
his  intention,  by  alluring  him  that 
Calderona  fells  his  good  offices  at  an 
extravagant  rate;  whereas  you  con- 
tent yourfelf  with  a  moderate  grati- 
fication for  yours,  and  that  you 
would  even  employ  them  gratis,  were 
you  in  a  fituation  that  permitted  you 
to  follow  your  generous  and  difin- 
Jterefted  inclination  j  in  Jhort,  I  fpoke 


{  to  him  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  you 
'  will  lee  the  gentleman  at  your  levee 

*  to-morrow  morning.'—'  How!'  laid 
I,  *  Mr.  Scipio,  you  have  already  done 

*  a  great  deal  of  work.    I  perceive  that 

*  you  are  no  novice  in  matters  of  in- 

*  trigue  ;  and  am   furprized  that  you 
«  have    not    made    your   fortune/ — 
'  That  ought  not  to  furprize  you,'  he 
replied  ;  *  I  love  to  make  m.oney  cir- 
4  culate,  and  never  hoard  up  what  I 

'  get-' 

Don  Roger  de  Rada  actually  came  to 

my  lodgings,  and  I  received  him  with 

politenefs  mixed  with  pride.    '  Signior 

Cavalier,'  faid  I,  «  before  I  engage 

to  ferve  you,  I  mud  know  the  affair 

of  honour  that  brings  you  to  court ; 

for  it  may  be  of  fuch  a  nature,  that 

I  dare  not  fpeak  to  the  prime-mini- 

fter  in.  your  behajf ;  make,  therefore, 

if  you  pleafe,  a  faithful  report  of  if, 

and    be   allured   that    I    will    enter 

warmly  into  your  intereds,  provided 

a  man  of  honour  may  efpouie  them.* 

— *  With  all   ray  heart,'  replied  the 

young  Grenadine;  c  I  will    fmcerely 

«  recount  my   dory.'     At   the  fame 

time  he  related  it  as  follows. 


CHAP.    VIII. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  DOJ*  ROGER  DE 
RADA. 

ON  Anaftafiode  Rada,  aGre- 
'  nadine  gentleman,  lived  hap- 
pily in  the  town  of  Antequera,  with 
Donna  Eftephania  his  wife,  who,  to- 
gether with  unblemifhed  virtue,  pof- 
feflfed  a  gentle  dij'polition  and  a  great 
(hare  of  beauty.  If  me  had  a  tender 
affeftioH  for  her  hufband,  he  was  alfo 
diftra&edly  fond  of  her,and  being  na- 
turally addifted  tojealoufy,  (though 
he  had  not  the  leaft  caufe  to  fufpeft 
her  fidelity)  was  not  without  difquioi*. 
He  was  afraid  that  fome  fecret  enemy 
of  his  repofe  made  attempts  upon, 
his  honour;  he  di (traded  all  hiS 
friends,  except  Don  Hubertode  H*,: 
dales,  who  had  free  accefs  to 
houfe,  in  quality  of  Eftephanij'j 
coufin,  and  who,  indeed,  was  ttit 
only  man  he  ougiit  to  have  iulpect- 
ed. 

f  Don  Huberto  actually  fell  in  love 
with  his  kinfwoman,  and  had  pie- 
fuiuption  enough  to  declare  his  pal- 
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*  fion,  without  regard  to  ties  of  blood, 

*  or  the  particular  friendflup  fubliiting 
'  between  him   and  Anaftafio,     The 
'   lady  being  a  woman    of  discretion, 

*  inftend  of  making  a  difcovery  which 

*  might  have  been  attended  with  me- 

*  lancholy  confequences,  reprimanded 

<  her  relation  with  gentlends,  repre- 
'  fen  ted  to  him  how  much   he  was  to 
«  blame,  in  attempting  to  fcduce  her, 
'  and  difhonoui  her  hufband  j  and  told 

*  him  very  ferioufly,  that  he  muft  not 

*  flatter  himfelf  with  the  hope  of  fuc- 
'  cefs. 

*  This  moderation  ferved  only  to 

*  infiame  the  cavalier  the  more  ;  and 

*  imagining  that  he  niuft  pufh.  things 

*  to  extremity  with  a  woman  of   her 

<  character,   he  began   to  behave  very 

*  difrefpect  fully  to  her,  and  one  day 

*  had  the  audacity  to  prefs  her  to  fatif- 

*  fy  his  defire.     She  repulfed  him  with 

*  an  air  of  feverity,   and  threatened  to 
*"  make  Don  Anaftafio  puni/h  his  rafh- 
'  nefs.     The  gallant,  terrified  at  this 

*  menace,  promifed  to  fpeak  no  more 

*  of  his  pailion  ;   and,  on  the  faith  of 

<  that   prom  if  e,   Eftephania"  pardoned 

*  what  was  part. 

*  Don  Huberto,  who  was  naturally 
'  a  very  wicked  man,  could  not  behold 

*  his    love  fo  ill  repaid,  without  con- 

*  ceiving  a  bafe    defire  of  being   re- 

*  vengcd.     He  knew  the  jealous  tem- 

*  per    of  Anaftafio    to   be    fufceptible 

*  of  any  impreflion  which    he  had  a 
-*  mind   to    give :    and   he    needed  no 

*  more  than  this  intelligence  to  form 

*  the  blacked  defign  that  ever  entered, 
-'  into   the    heart    of   a  villain.     One 

*  evening,    while   he   and    this   weak 

*  hufband   were   talking   together  by 

*  themfelves,   he  faid   to  him,  with  a 

*  melancholy  air,  "   My  dear  friend, 
*c  I  can  no  longer  live  without  reveal- 
**  ing  to  you  a  fecret,  which  I  would 
*'  have  kept  for  ever  from  your  know- 
"  ledge,  were  not  your  lu»nour  dearer 
"  to  you  than  your  repoTe ;   but  your 
f(  delicacy  and  mine  in  point  of  inju- 
"   ries  permits  me  not  to  conceal  wnat 
"  paffcs  at  your  houfe  j  prepare  to  hear 
*'   a   piece  of  news,   which   will  give 
"  you  as  much  forrow  as  furprize  ;  for 
«'   i  muft   touch  you  in   the  tendered 
«'   past/* 

"   I  underftand  you,"   faid  Don  A- 

*  navbfio,  already  ("iiicompofed}  "  your 
««  couiin  is  unfaithful." — "  I  no  long- 
"  ei  own   her  for  my  couha^"  replied 


*  Hordales,  with  an  air  of  Jndlgna- 

*  tion  :   "  I  renounce  her  5  for  flie  is 
**  unworthy  of  fuch  a   hulband."— 
(t  It  is  too  much  to  make  me  languifh 
"   in  this   mannei-,"  cried  Don  Ana- 
'  ftalio:   «*  fpeak:   what  has  Elrepha- 
"  nia  done?" — «'  She  'has    betrayed 
"  you,"    anfwered  Huberto ;    f<  you 
**  have  a  rival,  whom  flie  entertains  in. 
**  private  $  but  I  know  not  his  name  : 
"  for  the  adulterer,  by  the  favour  of  a. 
"  dark    night,    concealed    his   perfon 
"  from  thole  who   obferved    his    re- 
<c  treat,     All  I  know  is,  that  you  are 
**  deceived  j  thar  I  am  certain  of.   The 
*'  concern  which  I  ought  to  have  in 
"  this  affair  but  too  well  verifies  my 
'<  report.     Since  I  declare  myfelf  a- 
*«  gainfl  Eftephania,  I  muft  be  well 
'"  convinced  of  her  infidelity. 

"  It  is  in  vain,"  added  he,  ob- 
'  ferving  that  his  difcourfe  had  the 
f  defircd  effect,  '*  it  is  in  vain  for  me 
'*  to  tell  you  more.  I  perceive  that 
**  you  don't  deferve  the  ingratitude 
'*'  with  which  your  love  is  repaid  ;  and 
"  that  you  meditate  juft  vengeance  on 
e<  the  guilty.  I  will  net  oppofe  your 
"  defign.  Never  examine  who  the 
"  victim  is  that  you  intend  to  ftrike  ; 
**  but  mew  to  the  whole  city,  that  there 
"  is  nothing  which  you  cannot  facri- 
**  fice  to  your  honour." 

<  The  traitor  thus  animated  a  too 

*  credulous   hufband  againft  an  inno- 
'  cent  wife,  and  painted,  in  fuch  Jive- 
'  ly  colours,  the  infamy  with  which  he 
'  would  be  covered,  if  he  fhould  leave 
'  the  injury  unpunilhed,  that  he  grew 
e  mad  with  revenge.     Don  Anaftafio, 

*  having    loft    his   judgment,    lit-mrd 
'  actuated    by  the    furies,    and   went 

*  home  with  a   rcfolution  to  ftab  his 

*  unhappy  wife,  who  was   juft   going 
'  to  bed  when  he  came  in.     He  con- 
1  ftrained  himfelf  at  firft,  and  waited 

*  until  the  fervants  were  withdrawn  j 
'  then,  unrefti  icted  by  the  fear  of  Hea- 

*  ven's  wrath,  by  the  difhonour  he  was 

*  going  to  reuect  upon  his  family,  and 
<  even   by  the  natural  pity  which   he 
'  ought    to    have   felt   for    an   infant 
'  which  his  wife  had  already  carried  fix 
'  months  in  her  womb,  he  approached 
'  the  victim,  faying,  in  a  furious  tone, 
"  Thou  muft  die,*"  wretch  !  than  halt 
"  but  a  moment  to  live,  and  that  my 
"  gcnerofity  allows  thec,  to  fpend  in 
tf  a   prayer  to  Heaven,  to  pardon  the 
u  outrage  thou  haft  commiutd 
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*c  me ;  for  I  would  not  have  thee  lofe 
"  thy  foul,  as  thou  haft  loft  thy  bo- 
"  nour."  So  faying,  he  unfheathed 
'  his  poniard.  His  a6b'on  and  dii- 

*  courfe  terrified  Eltephania,  who  fall- 

*  ing   at    his   feet,    and  clafping  her 
'  hands,  faid  to  him,  in  the  utmoft 
<  altonifhment,  "  What  is  the  matter, 
««  Signior!  what  caufe  of  difcontent 
"  have  I  been  fo  unhappy  as  to  give 
'*  you  ?   why  would  you    take  away 
"  the  life  of  your  fpoufe?    If  you  fu- 
"  fpeft  her  of  infidelity,  indeed  you 
'*  are  miftaken  !" 

"  No,  no !"  the  jealous  hufband  hafti- 

*  ly  replied ;  "  I  am  but  too  well  af- 
"  fured  of  your  falfhood :  thofe  who 
l(  informed  me  are  credible  perfons. 
"  DonHuberto — "    ««  Ah,  Signior!" 

*  faid  (he,  interrupting  him  with  preci- 
'  pitation,  "  you  have  reafon  to  dillruft 
"  Don    Huberto.      He  is  lefs    your 
lf  friend  than  you  imagine  j  if  he  has 
"  faid  any  thing  to  the  prejudice  of 
**  my  virtue,  do  not  believe  him."— 
•'  Peace,  infamous  woman !"  anlwered 
'  DonAnaftafio;  "  by  endeavouring 
**  to  prejudice  me  againft  Hordales, 
"  you  juftify,   inftead  of  diffipating, 
"  my  fufpicions.     You  endeavour  to 
«•  render  that  relation  fufpe&ed,  be- 
*'  caufe  he  is  informed  of  your  mif- 
**  conduft :    you  want  to   invalidate 
"  his  teftimonyj  but  that  artifice  is  in 
•*'  vain,  and  redoubles  my  defireof  pu- 
«'  mfhing  your  guilt." — "  My  dear 
4t  hufband !"    relumed   the    innocent 
4  Eftephania,  weeping  bitterly,  **  dif- 
4t  trwft  your  own  blind  rage :  if  you 
*«  follow  it's  emotions,  you  will  com- 
*'*  mit  an  a&ion  which  it  will  not  be 
*c  in  your  power  to  atone,  when  once 
**  you  are  convinced  of  your  injuftice. 
'*  In  the  name  of  God,   quiet  your 
**  tranfports!    at   leaft,  give  yourfelf 
**  time   to  clear  up  your  fufpicions, 
**  and  do  juftice  to  a  wife,  who  has  no 
«r  crime  to  reproach  herfelf  with." 

'  Any  other  than  Anaftafio  would 
have  been  moved  with  thefe  words, 
and  ftill  more  with  the  affliction  of 
her  who  pronounced  them  j  but  he, 
cruel  man  !  far  from  being  melted  at 
her  dittrefs,  once  more  bade  the  lady 
recommend  herfelf  quickly  to  God, 
and  even  lifted  up  his  arm  to  ftrike. 
*'.Holdj  barbarian!"  cried  fhe,  "  if 
te  thy  love  for  me  is  entirely  extin- 
*c  guiftied;  if  the  marks  of  tendernefs, 
**  which  I  have  lavifhed  upon  thee, 


tc  are  effaced  from  thy  remembrance  ; 
"  if  Miy  tears  cannot  divert  thee  front 
"  thy  execrable  defign  ;  at  leaft,  have 
"  fome  regard  to  thy  own  blood.  Arm 
"  not  thy  frantick  hand  againft  an  in- 
'*  nocent  who  has  not  yet  feen  the 
"  light:  thou  canlt  not  be  it's  execu- 
*'  tronerwitliout  offending  Heaven  and 
"  earth.  As  for  my  part,  I  forgive 
"  thee  my  death  ;  but  be  affured,  the 
"  blood  of  the  babe  will  cry  for  ven- 
"  geance  upon  fuch  a  horrible  deed  T* 
'  Howfoever  determined  Don  Ann- 

*  ftafio  was  to  pay  no  attention  to  what 
«  Ettephania  might  fa)^,    he  could  not 
'  help  being  moved  by  thefe  dreadful 

*  images  which  her  lalt  words  prefent- 
'  ed   to  his  thought.     Wherefore,  as 
'  if  he  had  been  afraid  that  his  emo- 
'  tion  would  betray  his  refentment,  he 

*  haftened  to    take  advantage  of    the 

*  fury  that  remained  in.  his  heart,  ami 

*  plunged  his  poniard  into  the  right 

*  fide  of   his  wife,  quitted  his   houte 
f  immediately,    and  fled  from  Ante- 
'  quera. 

*  Meanwhile,  the  unfortunate  lady 

*  was  fo  ftunned  with  the  blow  which 
'  flie  had  received,  that  fhe  lay  fome 
'  minutes  on  the  floor,  without  any 

*  fignsoflife;  afterwards,  recovering 
'  her  fpirits,  fhe  uttered  fuch  plaints 
'  and  lamentations  as  brought  an  old 

*  maid-fervant  into  the  room.  As  foon 
'  as  this  good  woman  faw  her  miftreis 
'  in    fuch    a   piteous    condition,    fhe 
«  awaked  the  reft  of  the  domefticks, 
'  and  even  the  neighbours,  with  her 
'  cries.     The  chamber  was  foon  filkd 
'  with  people;  furgeons  were  called  ; 
'  they  examined   the  wound,  and  had 
«  good  hopes  of  her  recovery.     They 

*  were  not  miftaken  in  their  conjec- 
'  tures ;    for,    in  a  little  time,    they 
'  cured  Eftephania,   who  was  happily 
f  delivered,    three  months   after    this 
'  cruel  adventure,  of  a  fon,  (Signior 
'  Gil  Bias)  whom  you   now  fee.     I 
'  am  the  fruit  cf  that  melancholy  preg- 

*  nancy. 

'  Although  fcandal  felclom  fpares  a 
'  woman's  virtue,  it  refpecled  that  of 
'  my  mother  j  and  this  bloody  fcene 
'  was  looked  upon  in  town  as  the 
'  groundlefs  tranfport  of  a  jealous  huf- 
«  band.  My  father,  it  is  true,  was 
'  known  to  be  a  violent  man,  vciy 
'  apt  to  take  umbrage  without  caufe. 
'  Hordales  concluded,  that  his  kinf- 
5  woman  fufpe&ed  him  of  having  dif- 
«  tuibe4 
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turned  the  mind  of  Don  Anaftafio 
with  fa  lie  itories  5  and  iatisfied  with 
being,  at  leaft,  half  revenged,  left 
off  viiiting  her.  Not  to  lire  you, 
Sir,  I  will  not  enlarge  upon  the  par- 
ticulars of  my  education  ;  hut  only 
oblerve,  that  my  mother's  principal 
care  was  to  have  me  taught  to  fence; 
and  I  accordingly  learned  that  exer- 
cife,  a  long  time,  in  the  molt  cele- 
brated fchools  of  Grenada"  and  Se- 
ville. She  waited,  with  impatience, 
until  I  was  old  enough  to  meafure 
my  fword  with  thar  of  Don  Huberto, 
before  (he  informed  me  of  the  caufe 
fhe  had  to  complain  of  him  :  then,  I 
being  in  my  eighteenth  year,  Ihe  im- 
parted to  me  the  whole  ftory  ;  not 
without  (bedding  tears  in  abundance, 
and  appearing  arrtcted  with  the  molt 
violent  forrow.  What  impreilion 
muft  a  mother,  in  that  condition, 
make  on  a  fon,  who  neither  wanted 
courage  nor  fentiment  1  I  went  in- 
ftantiy  and  challenged  .Hordales  to 
a  private  place,  where,  after  a  pretty 
obftinate  combat,  I  run  him  through 
the  body  in  three  places,  and  left  him 
breathlefs  on  the  fpot. 
*  Don  Huberto,  finding  himielf  mor- 
tally wounded,  fixed  his  laft  looks 
upon  me,  and  faid,  he  received  the 
death  I  had  given  him  as  a  juft  pu- 
nifhment  for  the  crime  he  had  com- 
mitted againft  the  honour  of  my  mo- 
ther. He  confefled,  that  he  had  re-' 
folved  upon  her  deftruclion,  to  be 
revenged  of  her  (corn  ;  and  expired, 
afking  pardon  of  Heaven,  Don  Ana-' 
ftafio,  Eftephania,  and  me.  I  did 
not  think  proper  to  return,  in  order  to 
inform  my  mother  of  what  had  hap- 
pened; I  left  that  to  Fame;  and 
pafling  the  mountains,  repaired  to 
Malaga,  where  I  embarked  with  the 
captain  of  a  privateer,  juit  ready  to 
fail  on  a  cruize.  He  thought  I  did 
not  Jook  like  one  who  wanted  cou- 
rage, and  gladly  con  fen-ted  that  I 
ihou'd  join  his  volunteers. 
'  We  foon  found  an  opportunity  of 
finalizing  ourlelves.  Near  the  ifland' 
of  Albouran*,  we  met  a  cor  fair  of 
Mellila,  on  her  return  to  the  coait  of 
Africa,  with  a  Spanifh  fliip  richly 


laden,  which  (lie  had  taken  off  Car- 
thagenaf .     We  vigoroufly  attacked 
the  African,  and  made  ourfelves  ma- 
fters  of  both  fhips,  in  which  we  found 
fourfcore     Chriftians,    whom    they 
were  carrying  ns  flaves  to  Barbary. 
Then,  taking  advantage  of  a  favour- 
able wind   that  fprung  up  for  the 
coalt  of  Grenada,  we  arrived,  in  a 
little  time,  at  Punta  de  Helena. 
«  While  we  aflced  th*  flaves,  whom 
we  had  delivered,  the  places  of  their 
nativity,    I  put   that  queftion  to  a 
man  of  good  mien,  who  feemed  to 
be  about  fifty  years  of  age.     He  an- 
fwcred,   with    a  figh,    that  he   was 
from  Antequera.     I    felt   a    ftrong 
emotion  at  his  reply,  without  know- 
ing wherefore;  and  he  perceiving  it, 
was    remarkably    difturbed    in    his 
turn.      "  I  am,"    faid    I,    "  your 
townfman:  may  I  afk  the  name  of 
your  family  ?"— "  Alas!"  he  re- 
plied, "  you  renew  my  grief,  by  de- 
firing  me  to  gratify  your  curiofity. 
"  Eighteen  years  ago  I  quitted  Ante- 
'*  quera,  where  1  cannot  be  remem- 
*'  bered  without  horror:  you  yourfelf 
**  may,  perhaps,  have  heard  of  me  but 
tf  too  often :  my  name  is  Don  Ana- 
"  ftafio  de  Rada."— ."  Juft  Heaven  !" 

*  cried  I,  "  can  I  believe  my  fenles  ? 
"  What!  is  this  Don  Anaftafio,  my 
"  own  father,  whom  I  fee !"— "  What 
"  is  that  you  fay,  young  man?"  cried 
'  he  in  his  turn,  looking  at  me  with 
'  furprizej  "  is   it  pofTible  that  you 
ff  are  the   unhappy  infant  which  wa$ 
'*  in  it's  mother's  womb  when  I  fa- 
"  crifked  her  to  my  fury  ?" — c<  Yes, 
tl  my  father,"  laid  I ;  "  I  am  he  whom 
*'  the  virtuous  Eftephania  brought  in- 
««  to  the  world,  three  months  after  that 
««  fatal  night  on  which  you  left  her 
"  weltering  in  her  blood." 

*  Don  Anaftafio,  before  I  had  finifh- 

*  ed  thele  words,  fell  upon  my  neck, 
'  clafped  me  in  his  arms,  and,  for  a 
'  whole  quarter  of  an  hour,  we  did 
'  nothing  but  mingle  our  fighs  and 
'  tears.  After  having  yielded  to  thofe 

*  tender  emotions  that  inch  a  meeting 

*  could  not  fail   to  raife,  my  father 
1  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  thanked 

c  ven  for  having  preferved  the  life  of 


*  A!boaran,  a  fmall  ifhnd  in'the  Mediterranean,  on  the  coaft  of  the  kingdom  of 
F«.  Mellila  .is  a  little  city  in  the  fame  part  or'  Barb;.:y. 

-f-  CartUagcna,  or  New  C.-irt/idte,  aa  a'nci«nc  city -in  the  kingdom  of  Murcin,  fitu-    • 
ated  <wi  die  «aail  of  the  iVi^  j'~a. 

*  Eftephania* 
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*  Eilephania.     But  a  moment  after, 

*  as   if  he  had  been  afraid  of  giving 

*  thanks  unfeafonably,    he   afked    in 
'  what  manner  the  innocence  of  his 

*  wife  had  been  proved  ?    "  Signior," 
'  faid  I,  "  nobody  but  you  ever  doubt- 
"  ed  itj  her  conducl  was  always  irre- 
"  proachable.     I  will  difabufe  you  : 
"  you  muft  know  that  you  was  im- 
«  pofed  upon   by  Don  Huberto."  '    I 

*  then  recounted  the  whole  of  that  re- 

*  lation's  perfidy,  the  vengeance  I  had 
4  taken,  and  the  confeffion  he  made  at 
'  his  death.     My   father  was  not  fo 

*  much  pleafed  with  the  recovery  of 

*  his  freedom,  as  with  the  news  I  told. 

*  In  the  excels  of  his  joy  he  began  to 

*  embrace  me  again  with  tendernefs 

*  and   tranfportj  and  could  not  help 
'  exprefling   his  fatisfaclion  with   re- 

*  gard  to  my  conduft.     "  Come,  my 
«'  ion,"  faid  he,  "  let   us  haften   to 
**  Antequera.  I  burn  with  impatience 
"  to  throw  myfeif  at  the  feet  of  a  wife 
"  whom  I  have  fo  unworthily  treated. 
"  Since  you  have  made  me  acquainted 
"  with  my  own  injuftice,  my  heart  is 
<c  torn  with  remorle  !" 

'  I  was  too  eager  to  bring  together 
c  perfons  who  were  fo  dear  to  me,  to 
'  retard  the  happy  moment:  I  quitted 

*  the  privateerj  and,  with  my  (hare  of 

*  the  prize  we  had  taken,  bought  two 
'  mules  at  Adra,  my  father  being  un- 

*  willing  to  expofe  himfelf  again  to 
'  the  dangers  of  the  fea.    He  had  lei- 

*  fure  enough  on  the  road  to  relate  his 

*  adventures,  which  I  heard  with  as 
'  greedy  attention  as  that  which  the 
'  Prince  of  Ithaca  paid  to  thofe  of  the 

*  king  his  father.  In  mort,  after  hav- 

*  ing  travelled  feveral  days,  we  gained 

*  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  in  the  neigh- 
'  bourhood   of  A.ntequera,  where'we 
'  halted;    and,  refolving  to  go  home 

*  privately,  did  not  enter  the  town  till 
'midnight. 

•  I  leave  you  to  guefs  the  furprize 

*  of  my   mother  at  the    return  of  a 
'  hufband  whom  me  thought  for  ever 
'  loft  :  and  the  miraculous"manner  (if 

*  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion^jn 
'  which  he  was  reftored,  became  an- 

*  other  caufe  for  her  aftomfhment.  He 
•*  aiked  pardon  for  his  barbarity,  with 

*  fuch  genuine  marks  of  repentance, 

*  that  fhe  could  not  help  being  affea- 
'  ed  with  thena ;  and,  inftead  of  re- 
'  garding  him  as  an   aflafiin,  looked 

*  upon  him  a&  a  man  whom  .Heaven 


'  had  fubje&ed  to  her  will ;  fo  facred 
'  is  the  name  of  hu(band  to  a  virtuous 
'  woman  ! 

«  Eftephaniahad  been  fo  anxious  on. 

*  my  account,  that  me  was  overjoyed 
'  at  my  return.  But  her  pleafure  was 
<  not  without  allay:  the  filler  of  Hor- 
'  dales   had  begun  a  criminal  procefs 
'  againft  the  mui'derer  of  her  brother, 
«  and  caufed  me  to   be  fearched  for 

*  every  where  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 

*  my  mother,  knowing  how  insecure 
c  I  was  at  home,  fuffered  great  un- 
{  eafinefs,  which  obliged  metofetout 
'  that  very  night  for  court  ;  where  I 
'  come,    Signior,   to  folicit   my  par- 
'  don,  which  I  hope  to  obtain,  fince 

*  you   defign  to  fpeak  to  the  prime- 
'  minifter  in   my  behalf,  and  to  fup- 
'  port  me  with  your  whole  credit.* 

The  valiant  fon  of  Don  Anaftafio 
here  finimed  his  narration ;  upon  which 
I  faid  to  him,  with  an  air  of  impor- 
tance :  '.  Enough,  Signior  Don  Roger ; 
«  the  cafe  feems  pardonable  :  I  under- 

*  take  to  communicate  your  affair  to 

*  his  excellency,    and  I  will  venture 
t  to  promife  you  his  protection.'  The 
Grenadine,upon  this  aflurance,  launch-, 
ed  out  into  a  world  of  thanks,  which 
would  have   entered   at  one  ear  and 
gone  out  at  the  other,  had  he  not  af- 
iured  me,  that  whatever  fervicel  mould 
do  him,  would  be  clofe  followed  by  his 
acknowledgment.  As  foon  as  he  touch- 
ed on  that  Itring,  I  put  myfeif  in  mo- 
tion, and  that  very  day  recounted  his 
ftory  to  the  dukej  who,  having  per- 
mitted me  to  introduce  the  cavalier, 
laid  to  him,  *  Don   Roger,  I  am  in- 
formed   of  the  affair  that   brought 
you   to  court:    Santillane   has  told 
me  every  circuniftance  ;  make  your- 
felf  eafy  5  you   have   done  nothing 
that  is  not  excufable  ;  and  it  is  par- 
ticularly to  thole  gentlemen  who  re- 
venge their  injured  honour  that   his 
mnjefty  loves  to  (hew  favour.     For 
the  fake  of  form,  you  muft  go  to 
prifon  ;  but  be  aflured,  you  fliall  not 
continue  in    it  long.     Your  friend 
Santillane  will  take  care  of  the  reft, 
and  foon  procure  your  enlargement/ 

Don  Roger  made  a  profound  bow 
to  the  minifter,  on  whofe  word  he  fur- 
rendered  himfelf.  His  pardon,  by  my 
care,  was  expedited  in  a  very  tittle 
time. ;  for,  in  lefs  than  ten  days,  I 
fent  this  newTelemachus  home  to  his 
UlylTes  and  Penelope;  whereas,  had  he 
M  ra  i ..a 
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been  without  a  proteftor,  he  would  not, 
perhaps,  have  been  quit  for  a  whole 
year's  imprifonment.  I  touched  no 
more  than  an  hundred  piftoles'  for  ray 
good  offices  ;  fo  that  it  was  not  a  great 
catch.  Kot  I  was  not  yet  a  Calderona, 
to  defpife  fmall  matters. 


CHAP.    IX. 

GIL  BLAS  FINDS  MEANS  TO  MAKE  A 
CONSIDERABLE  FORTUNE  IN  A 
SHORT  TIME,  AND  GIVES  HIM- 
SELP  GREAT  AIRS  ACCORD- 
INGLY. 

THIS  affair  quickened  my  appe- 
tite ;    and  ten  piitoles  which  I 
gave  to  Scipio,  for  his  right  of  bro- 
Jcerage,   encouraged  him  to  go  upon 
the  icent  again.     I  have  already  ex- 
tolled his  talents  in  this  way  :  he  might 
have  been  juftly  entitled  the  Great  Sci- 
pio.   The  fecond  cuftomer  he  brought 
was  a  printer,  who,  in  defpite  of  com- 
mon fenfc,    had  enriched   himfelf  by 
books  of  knight-errantry.     This  ho- 
ned tradefman  had  pirated  a  work  be- 
longing to   another  printer,  and   his 
edition  was  feized.  For  three  hundred 
ducats  he  obtained,  through  my  means, 
a  replevy,   and  efcaped  a  large   fine. 
Though  the  minifter,  properly  fpeak- 
ing,  had  no  bufmefs  with  this  affair, 
his  excellency,  at  my  requeft,  was  fo 
good    as  to    interpoie  his   authority. 
After  the  printer,  a  merchant  pafled 
through  my  hands,  on  the  following 
occalion.  A  Portugueze  mip  had  been 
taken  by  a  corfair  of  Barbai  y,  and  af- 
terwards retaken  by  a  privateer  of  Ca- 
diz.    Two  thirds  of  the  loading  be- 
longed to  a  merchant  of  Lilbon,  who 
having  reclaimed  it  in  vain,  came  to 
court  in  queft  of  a  patron  who  had  cre- 
dit enough  to  caufe  reititution  to  be 
made.     I  intereited  mylelf  in  his  be- 
half, and  he  got  pofieflion  of  his  ef- 
fects,   in    confederation   of  a    prefent 
which  he  made  me,  of  four  hundred 
piftoles,  for  my  protection. 

Methinks,  I  hear  the  reader  cry  in 
this  place,  *  Bravo,  Monficur  dc  San- 
•  tillane,  put  hay  into  your  boots  j  you 
'  are  in  a  fine  roadj  pufh  your  fortune  !' 
Oh !  that  I  will,  J  warrant  you  !  I 


fee,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,   my  valet 
coming  with  anew  prize  which  he  ha* 
grappled.    Right  :  it  is  Scipio— -let  u» 
hear  him.    '  Signior,'  faid  he,  <  allow 
me  to  introduce  this  famous  operator 
to  you.     He  wants  a  patent  to  fell 
his  medicines,  exclufive  of  all  others, 
during  the  fpace  of  ten  years,  in  all 
the    cities    under  the   dominion   of 
Spain  ;  that   is,  all   perfons  of  his 
profeflion   lhall   be  prohibited  from 
fettling  in  the  place  or  places  where 
he  refides ;  and   he  will  pay,  as  an 
acknowledgment,  two  hundred  pif- 
toles to  any  perfon  who  will  procure 
for  him  the  faid  privilege/    I  laid  to 
he  mountebank,  afTumingthe  patron, 
Well,  friend,  yourbufme's  lhall  be 
done.'     Sure  enough,  in  a  very  few 
days,  I  difpatched  him  with  patents, 
which  entitled  him  to  cheat  the  people 
exclufively,  through  all  the  kingdom 
of  Spain. 

Though  my  wealth  increafed,  I  had 
obtained  of  his  excellency  the  four  fa- 
vours I  had  afked  fo  eafily,  that  I 
never  hefitated  in  requefting  a  fifth  ; 
which  was  the  government  of  the  city 
of  Vcra,  on  the  confines  of  Grenada, 
for  a  knight  of  Calatrava*,  who  pro- 
miied  me  a  thoufand  piftoles  for  the 
place.  The  minifter  laughed  to  fee  rot 
fo  hot  on  the  game  :  c  Egad,  Gil  Bias,' 
faid  he  j  «  you  go  on  at  a  rare  rate  : 
'  you  muft  be  iurioufly  inclined  to 

*  oblige  your  neighbours.      Hark'e, 
«  I  fhall  not  ftand  upon  trifles  with 

*  you  :  but  when  you  demand  govern- 
'  ments,  and   other   confiderable  fa- 
'  vours,  you  (hall,  if  you  pleafe,  be 
'  contented  with  one  half  of  the  pro- 
'  fir,  and  be  accountable  for  the  other 

*  to  me.     You  can't  imagine/  added 
lie,  *  what  expence  I  am  obliged  to  be 
«  at,  or  how  many  refources  I  muft 
'  have  to  fupport  the  dignity   of  my 
'  poft  :    for,  notwithftanding  the  dii- 
'  intercfted  appearance  I  afTume,  I  con- 
«  fefs  I  am  not  imprudent  enough  to 
4  diforder  my  domeltick  affairs.  Take 
c  your  meaiurts  accordingly.' 

My  matter,  by  this  dilcourfe,  ba- 
nifhing  all  fear  of  being  importunate, 
or  rather  encouraging  me  to  return 
frequently  to  the  charge,  I  became 
more  greedy  of  riches  than  ever  i  and 
would  have  willingly  advertifcd,  that 


*  A  military  order  of  knighthood  In  Spain,  Inftituted  in  the  year  1158,  during  the. 
rngn  of  Sancho  III.  King  of  Caftile.     '1  ho  habit  01  ihe  order  is  u  Urge  white  mantle* 
red  crofs  en  the  left  fide,  pgwdcrcd  witix  fkurs  dc  luce, 
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of  Porcitis  Latro,  who,  when  they  had 
made  themfelves  as  pale  as  their  matter, 
by  drinking  decoctions  of  cumin,  ima- 
gined themielves  as  learned  j  and  well 
nigh  believed  myfelf  the  Duke  of  Ler- 
ma's  relation.  I  really  took  it  in  my 
head,  that  I  mould  pals  for  fuch,  or, 
perhaps,  for  one  of  his  baftards  :  a  re- 
fleclion  that  gave  me  infinite  pleafure. 

Add  to  this,  that,  in  imitation 
of  his  excellency,  who  kept  open  ta* 
ble,  I  refolved  to  entertain  alfo.  For 
this  purpofe,  I  ordered  Scipio  to 
look  out  for  a  feilful  cookj  and  he 
found  one,  who  was,  perhaps,  com- 
parable to  that  of  Nomentanosf,  of 
dainty  memory.  I  furnifhed  my  cel- 
lar with  delicious  wines j  and,  aftefr 
having  laid  in  all  other  kinds  of 
proviiion,  began  to  receive  company. 
Every  evening,  fome  of  the  principal 
clerks  of  the  minitter's  office,  who 
proudly  aflame  the  quality  of  fecre- 
taries  of  ftate,  came  to  fup  with  me. 
I  gave  them  good  chear,  and  always 
lent  them  home  well  watered.  Scipio, 
on  his  fide,  (for  it  was  likemafter  like 
man)  kept  table  alfo  in  the  buttery, 
where  he  regaled  his  acquaintances  at 
my  expence  :  but,  exclufive  of  my  re- 
gard for  that  young  fellow,  I  thought, 
as  he  contributed  to  my  getting  money, 
he  had  a  right  to  afliil  .me  in  Ipending 
it.  Befides,  I  looked  upon  this  pro- 
fufion  like  a  young  man,  and  did  not 
perceive  the  confequence.  I  had  ano- 
ther realbn  alfo  for  overlooking  it. 
Benefices  andemployments  never  ceafed 
bringing  grift  to  the  mill  j  and  feeeing 
my  finances  daily  increafe,  I  thought  I 
had  for  once,  drove  a  nail  into  the 
wheel  of  Fortune. 

There  was  nothing  now  wanting  to 
gratify  my  vanity,  but  to  makeFabri- 
cius  an  eye-witnefs  of  my  pomp.  I 
did  not  doubt  that  he  was  returned 
from  Andalufia ;  and,  that  I  might 
have  the  pleafure  of  iurprizing  him, 
fent  him  an  anonymous  billet,  import- 
ing, that  a  Sicilian  nobleman  of  his 
acquaintance  expected  him  to  fupper, 
atluch  a  day,  hour,  and  place.  Nun- 
nez  came  at  the  time  appointed,  and 
was  amazed  to  find  that  I  was  the  fo- 
reign nobleman  who  had  invited  him 


all  thofe  who  wanted  favours  at  court 
fliould  apply  to  me.  I  went  upon  one 
courfe,  Scipio  upon  another,  in  queit 
of  people  whom  we  might  ferve  for 
money.  My  knight  of  Calatrava  had 
his  government  of  Vdra,  for  his  thou- 
fand  piftolesj  and  I  foon  obtained  an- 
other, at  the  fame  price,  for  a  knight 
of  St.  Jago  *.  I  was  not  contented 
with  making  governors  only  ;  I  con- 
ferred orders  of  knighthood,  and  con- 
verted fome  good  plebeians  into  bad 
gentlemen,  by  virtue  of  excellent  let- 
ters-patent. I  was  alfo  willing  that 
the  ctergy  mould  feel  my  benevolence  : 
I  beftowed  fmall  benefices,  canonfiiips, 
and  fome  ecclefiafticfll  dignities.  As 
for  the  bifhopricks  and  archbi/ho  pricks, 
they  were  all  in  the  gift  of  Don  Rod- 
rigo  de  Calderona,  who  likewife  ap- 
pointed magiitrates,  commanders,  and 
viceroys.  A  plain  proof  that  the  great 
places  were  no  better  filled  than  the 
fmall  ones  j  for  the  people  we  cliofe 
to  occupy  thepofts,  of  which  we  made 
fuch  an  honourable  traffick,  were  not 
always  the  beft  qualified,  or  moft  regu- 
lar. We  know  very  well,  that  the 
wits  of  Madrid  made  themielves  mer- 
ry at  our  expence  j  but  we  rcfembled 
thofe  mifers,  who  confole  themielves 
for  the  publick  fcorn  with  a  light  of 
their  gold. 

Ifocrates  had  reafon  to  call  intempe- 
rance and  folly  the  infeparable  com- 
panions of  wealth.  When  I  found 
myfelf  mafter  of  thirty  thoufand  du- 
cats, and  in  a  condition  to  get,  per- 
haps, ten  times  as  much,  I  thought  I 
muft  then  make  a  figure  worthy  of  the 
prime-minider's  confident.  I  hired  a 
whole  houfe,  which  I  furnifhed  in  a 
handfome  manner  j  bought  the  coach 
of  a  notary,  who  had  fet  it  up  through 
oftentation,  and  now  wanted  to  get  rid 
of  it  by  the  advice  of  his  baker.  I  en- 
gaged a  coachman ;  and,  as  it  was 
but  juft  to  advance  old  iervants,  raifed 
Scipio  to  the  triple  honour  of  my  valet 
de  chambre,  fecretary,  and  Iteward  : 
but  what  put  the  finifhing  itroke  to  my 
pride  was,  the  minifter's  allowing  my 
people  to  wear  his  livery.  This  ba- 
nifhed  all  the  judgment  that  remained  j 
and  I  became  as  mad  as  the  difciples 

*  St.  Jago,  or  St.  James.     This  is  the  higheft  order   of  knighthood  in  Spain;  in- 
ftituted  in  the  twelfth  century.     '1  'hey  bear  for  arms  a  fword  gules,  the  handle   is  in 
form  of  a  crofs  powdered  with  fleurs  de  la.—  ,    .ad  their  motto  is,  Sanguine  Arabum. 
*  -\  An  epicure,  that  lived  in  the  Auguitaji  •»ge,  and  eat  up  a  vaft  fortune. 
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to  fwpper.  *  Yes,  friend,"  faid  I  to 
him,  '  this  is  my  houfe  j  I  hive  a 
'  handfome  equipage,  a  good  table, 
'  and  a  ftrong  box  befides.1 — *  Is  it 
'  poflible,'  cried  he,  with  great  viva- 
city, <  that  I  find  thee  again  in  fuch 
'  opulence!  how  happy  am  I  in  having 
4  recommended  thee  to  Count  Galiano! 

*  I   told  thee  that  he  was  a  generous 
•*  nobleman,    who  would   foon   make 
.'  thee  eafy  for  life.  Thou  hail,  doubt- 
'  lei's,'  added  he,  '  followed  the  wile 

*  advice  I  gave  thee,  and  given    the 

*  butler  a  little  more  rein.     I  congra- 

*  tulate  thee  upon  thy  conduct  ;  for  it 

*  is  by  fuch  prudent  meafures  only  that 
'  theftewards  in  great  families  become 
«  forich.' 

I  let  Fabricius  applaud  himfelf  as 
much  as  he  pleafed  for  having  intro- 
duced me  to  the  fervice  of  Count  Ga- 
liano j  after  which,  in  order  to  mode- 
rate the  joy  which  he  felt  for  having 
procured  me  fuch  a  good  poft,  I  related 
the  marks  of  gratitude  with  which  that 
i:obienv.m  had  repaid  my  fervice  ;  but, 
perceiving  that. my  poet,  while  1  made 
the  detail,  lung  his  recantation  within 
himfelf,  I  laid  to  him,  *  I  forgive  the 
Sicilian  :  between  you  and  me,  I 
have  more  caufa  to  rejoice  than  be 
forry  at  his  behaviour  towards  me. 
If  the  count  had  not  ufed  me  ill,  I 
mould  have  followed  him  to  Sicily, 
where  I  mould,  now  have  been  a  fer- 
vant,  in  expectation  of  an  uncertain 
eftablifhmenf.  In  a  word,  I  mould 
not  be  confident  to  the  Duke  of  Ler- 
ma.*  Nunnez  was  fo  ftruck  with 
thefe  latl  words,  that  he  continued  feme 
minutes  incapable  of  uttering  one  fyl- 
lable.  Then  breaking  filence  all  of  a 
fudden,  «  Did  lunderitand  you  aright  ?' 
faid  he  :  *  what !  have  you  the  confi- 

*  dence  of   the  prime-minifter  ?' — *  I 

*  Jhare  it/  I  replied,  *  with  Don  Ro- 

*  drigo  de  Calderona  j  and,  in  all  ap- 
4  pearance,   I   fliall    make  great  pro- 

*  grefs.* — *  Truly,  Signior  de  Santil- 

*  lane,"  faid    he,  *  1    look   upon    you 
1  with  admiration  !  you  are  capable  of 
4  fi!!ing  all    forts    of  employments. 

*  What  talents  you  are  matter  of!  you 
1  have  (to  ufe   the  exprellion  of  our 
<  tennis-court)  the  univerfal  tool  5  that 

*  is  to  fay,  you  are  qualified  for  every 
«  thing.     Finally,  Signior/  added  he, 


'  I  am  overjoyed  at  your  worship's 
'  profperity.'- — *  O  the  devil  !'  faid  I, 
intemipting  him  ;  l  Mr.  Nunnez,  truce 
'  with  Signior  and  your  worfhip  :  let 

*  us   banifh   thefe  terms,  and  Jive  fa- 
1  miliarly   together.'—1  Thou    art  in 

*  the  right/  he  replied  ;  «  I  ought  not 
'  to  look  upon  thee  otherwife  thin  as 
'  ufual,    although   thou    art    become 
'  rich.     I  will  confefs  my  weaknefs ; 

*  I  was  dazzled  when  I  underltood  thy 

*  happy    fate  :    but    that   prejudice  is 

*  over,  and  I    now  behold  thee  again 
«  as  my  old  friend  Gil  Bias.' 

Our  converfation  was  interrupted  by 
the  arrival  of  four  or  five  clerks.  <  Gen- 

*  tlemen/  faid   I  to  them,  prefenting 
Nunnez,  *  you  mall  fup  with  Signior 

*  Don  Fabricio,  who  compofes  verfes 
«  worthy  of  King  Numa*,  and  writes 

*  in  prole  like  a  prodigy.'     Unluckily 
I  fpoke  to  people  who  regarded  poetry 
fo  little,  that  our  author  fuffered   on. 
account  of  hisprofefllon.  Scarce  would 
they  deign  to  favour  him  with  a  look. 
It  was  to  no  purpoli  that  he  faid  witty 
things,   in  cider  to  attract  their  atten- 
tion :  they  did  not  perceive  the  beauty 
of  his  frillies  j  and    he  was  fo    much 
piqued  at  their  want  of  tatte,  that  he 
made  ufe  of  his  poetical   licence,  and 
cunningly  withdrawing  from  the  com- 
pany, dilappeared.   Our  clerks  did  not 
perceive   his  retreat,  and  late  down  to 
table  without  fo  much  as  alking  what 
was  become  of  him. 

Juft  as  I  had  done  drafting,  next 
morning,  nnd  was  going  abroad,  the 
poet  of  Alturias  entered  my  chamber, 
faying,  *  I  a(k  pardon,  my  friend,  for 
having  fo  abruptly  left  thy  clerks 
la(t  night;  but  truly,  I  was  fo  much 
out  of  my  element  among  them,  that 
I  could  no  longu  en -.lure  my  litua- 
tion.  A  parcel  of  infolent  fellows, 
with  their  felf-fufficieiuftarched  airs  ! 
I  can't  comprehend  how  thou,  who 
haft  an  acutends  of  undcrlhinding, 
can'lt  accommodate  thyfelf  to  fuch 
ftupidguefts  !  This  very  day/  added 
ic,  '  I  will  bring  hither  fellows  of  wit 
and  fpirit.'— •*  I  (lull  be  obliged  to 
thee,1  anfwered  J }  <  and  will  en- 
tirely depend  upon  thy  tafte  in  the 
choice  of  them.'—  *  Thou  art  in  the 
right,'  faid  he  j  'I  promife  thee  fu- 
pL-iior  gcniufes,  of  the  moft  enter- 


*  Ths  obkurc  vcrfc^   lun^  by  the   Salian  prices,  in  their  proccflions,  were  compoljjd 

•  tain  ing 
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taining  characters.     I  will  go  this 
inftant  to  a  coffce-houfe  where  they 
meet,  and  befpeak  them  before  they 
engage    themielves   elfewhere;   for, 
happy   is    the    man    who    can  have 
their  company. at  dinner  or  fupper, 
ib  much  are  they  admired  for  their 
agreeable  humour.' 
So  faying,  he  left  me,  and  at  lup- 
pcr-time  returned  with  fix  authors  on- 
ly, whom  he  introduced  to  me  one  after 
another,  characterizing  each  as  he  pre- 
fented  him.     To  hear  him,  one  would 
have  thought  that  thefe  wits  furpafled 
thofe  of  ancient  Greece  and  Italy  ;  and 
their  works,  as  he  faid,  deferved  to  be 
engraven  in  letters  of  gold.   I  received 
thefe  gentlemen  very  politely,  and  even 
affected  to  load  them  with  civility;  for 
the  nation  of  authors  is  a  little  vain- 
glorious.    Though  I  had  not  laid  my 
injunctions  on  Scipio  to  take  care  that 
our  table  (hould  be  fumptuoufly  fur- 
nifhed,  as  he  knew  what  fort  of  peo- 
ple I  was  to  treat  that  day,  he  had  re- 
inforced our  fervices  of  his  own  accord. 
•  In  fhort,  we  went  to  fupper  in   high 
glee  ;  my  poets  began  to  talk  of  them- 
ielves, and  were  notfilent  in  their  own 
praife.     One  with  a  lofty  air,  mention- 
ed grandees  and  ladies  of  quality  who 
were  delighted  with    his   mule;  ano- 
ther,   finding    fault   with  the    choice 
which  a  learned  academy  had  made  of 
two  members,  modeltly  obferved  that 
they  ought  to  have  chofen  him.     Ths 
difcourfe  of  the  reft  was  not  a  tittfe 
lefs  arrogant.     In  the  middle  of  fup- 
-per  they  worried   me   with  verfe  and 
profe ;  each,  in  his  turn,  repeating  a 
fpecimen  of  his  own  writing:  one  re- 
galed   me  with  a  fonnet;  another  re- 
hearfed  a  fcene  of  a  tragedy ;  a  third 
read  a  criticiim  upon  a  comedy;  and  a 
fourth,    endeavouring   in   his   turn   to 
give  us  an  ode  of  Anacreon  tranflated 
into  wretched  Spanifh  verfe,  was  in- 
terrupted by  one  of  his  brethren,  who 
told  him  that  he  had  ufed  an  improper 
term.     The  author  of  the  translation 
denied   his   aflerticn  ;  and  a  difpute  a- 
rofe,  in  which  all  the  wits  efpouledone 
fide   or  other;  the  votes  were  equal, 
the  difputants  grew  hot,  and  proceed- 
ed to  invectives  :   the  debate  Itill  con- 
tinued ;  until,  becoming  quite  furious, 
they  got  up,  and  went  by  the  ears  to- 
gether.    Fabricio,  Scipio,  my  coach- 
man, lacqueys,  and    myfelf,    had   all 
iwffideiU  woik  in  parting  them  j  which 


when  we  had  accompliftied,  they  went 
away,  as  if  from  a  publick-houfe, 
without  making  the  lealt  apology  for 
their  impolite  behaviour. 

Nunnez,  upon  whole  promife  I  had 
formed  an  agreeable  idea  of  this  enter- 
tainment, remained  very  much  out,  of 
countenance  at  this  adventure.   «  \VelJ, 
friend,'  laid  I  to  him  ;  *  will  ycu  iHU 
extol  your  feilow-guells  ?     Upon  my 
confcience,  you  have  brought  hither 
a  villainous   let  !    I  will  henceforth 
keep  to  my  clerks  :  don't  talk  to  me 
of  authors.' — {  1  will  bring  no  more 
fuch/  anfwered  he;  *  thou  halt  ieen 
the  bed  of  the  whole  tribe/ 


CHAP.    X. 

THE  MORALS  OF  GIL  SLAS  ARS 
ENTIRELY  CORRUPTED  AT 
COURT.  HE  IS  CHARGED  WITH 
A  COMMISSION  BY  THE  COUNT 
DE  LEMOS,  AND  ENGAGES  IN  AN 
INTRIGUE  WITH  THAT  NOBLE- 
MAN. 

AS  foon  as  I  was  known  to  be  Jo 
favour  with  the  Duke  of  Lei  ma, 
I  had  acourtof  my  own.  Every  morn- 
ing my  anti-chamber  was  full  of  peo- 
ple, and  I  gave  audience  at  my  levee. 
Two  kinds  of  company  came  thither; 
one  to  buy  my  intereft  with  the  minift-er 
for  favours ;  and  the  other  to  motfe 
-me  by  fupplications  to  obtain  for  them 
what  they  wanted,  gratis.  The  firlt 
were  fure  of  being  heard  and  a  flirted; 
bur,  with  regard  to  the  lair,  I  got  rid  of 
them  immediately  by  evaiivc  excufes, 
or  amufed  them  fo  long,  that  their  pa- 
tience foifook  them.  Before  I  belong- 
ed to  court,  I  was  naturally  compai- 
fionate  and  charitable  j  but  I  no  longer 
felt  that  huimneweaknels,  and  became 
as  hard  as  flint :  of  confequence,  I 
cured  myfelf  of  my  friendships  a  lib, 
and  llripped  myfelf  of  all  focial  affec- 
tion, as  will  appear  by  my  behaviour 
to  Joicph  Navarro,  in  an  affair  I  am 
going  to  relate. 

This  Navarro,  to  whom  I  owed  fo 
many  obligations,  and  who,  in  one 
•word,  was  the  firfl  caufe  of  my  for- 
tune, came  one  day  to  my  houfe  ;  and, 
after  having  exprefled  a  great  deal  of 
friendfhip  for  me,  as  he  always  did 
when  we  met,  defired  me  to  afk  of  the 
Duke  of  i<erma  a  certain -employment 


ADVENTURES    OF    GIL    BLAS. 


272 


for  one  of  his  friends  ;  telling  me, 
that  the  cavalier  in  whole  behalf  Ihe  ib- 
jicited  was  a  very  amiable  young  gen- 
tleman of  great  merrt,  but  that  he 
wanted  a  port  for  his  fubfirtence.  '  I 
4  don't  at  all  doubt,'  added  Jofeph, 
4  that,  kind  and  obliging  as  you  are, 
4  you  will  be  overjoyed  at  an  oppor- 
4  tunity  of  ferving  a  man  of  honour  in 
4  diftrefs  ;  and  I  am  lure  that  you  will 
'  think  yourfelf  beholden  to  me  for 

*  giving  you  this  occafion  of  exerting 

*  your  generofity/     This  was  plain- 
ly  telling  me  that  he  expected  it  for 
nothing  j  and,  though  I  did  not  much 
relifh  the   propofal,    I  appeared   very 
much  difpofed  to   do  what  he  defired. 
'  I   am  charmed,'  anfwered  I  to  Na- 
varro,  « that  I  have  it  in  my  power  to 

*  fliew  my  lively  gratitude  for  all  the 

*  favours  which  I  have  received  at  your 
4  hands.    Your  intei  citing  yourfelf  for 
«  any  one  is  a  I'ufHcient  inducement  for 

*  me  to   ferve  him  3  your  friend  fliall 
'  have  that  place  you  have  pitched  upon 
'  for  him,  depend  upon  it :  the  affair 
'  is  now  no  longer  yours,  but  mine.' 

On  this  aflurance,  Jofeph  went  away 
very  well  iatisfied.     Neverthelefs,   the 
perfon  whom  he  recommended  did  not 
obtain  the  poft  in  queftion.     I  procur- 
ed it  for  another  man,  in  confideration 
of  a  thoufand  ducats,  which  I  put  into 
my  ftrong  box,  and  which  I  preferred 
to  any  acknowledgment  I   might  have 
expected  from  the  clerk  of  the  kitchen, 
to  whom  I  faid,  with  an  air  of  morti- 
fication,   when    next  we   met,    '  Ah, 
my  dear  Navarro !  you  was  too  late 
in  fpeaking  to  me;  I   wat.  prevented 
by  Calderona,  who  has  given  away 
that   fame    poft  5   and   I  am  quite  in 
defpair  that  I  have  no  better  news  to 
entertain  you  with.' 
Jofeph   implicitly    believed   what    I 
faid,  and  we  parted  more-  frkruls)  than 
everj  but  I. believe  he  foon  discovered 
the  truth,  for  he  never  after  canie  to 
my  houle  j  and  I  was  charmed  at  his 
abfence.     For,  befides  my  being  bur- 
dened by  the  fervices  he  hail  ilone  me, 
J  thought  it  did  not  look  well  tor  peo- 
ple of  my  rank  at  court  to  keep  com- 
pany v.'t'.ii  butlers. 

I  have  not  mentioned  the  Count  de 
Lcmos  a  good  while.  Let  us  nowre- 
iijrn  t.  .cman,  whom  I 

tinv;s  viiitrd.  I  had  carried  to  him  the 
thoui>  I  formerly  ob- 


thoufand  more,  by  order  of  the  duke 
his  uncle,  out  of  the  money  I  had  be" - 
logmng  to  his  excellency.   The  Courtt 
de  Lemos  had  a  long  converfation  with 
me  that  day.     He  told  me  that  he  had 
at  laft  gained  his  end,  and  entirely  pof- 
feflfed  the  good  graces  of  the  Prince  of 
Spain,  whofe  fole    confident  he  way. 
He  then  gave  me  charge  of  a  very  ho- 
nourable commiflion  which  he  had  al- 
ready prepared  for  me.     «  Friend  San- 
tillane,'  faid  he,  «  now  is  the  time 
to  bedoingj   fpare  nothing  to  difco- 
ver  fome  young  beauty,  who  mould 
be   worthy  to  amule    that    gallant 
prince.     You  don't  want  wit,  and  I 
need  lay  no  more  j  go,  run,  fearch, 
and  when  you   have  made  a  lucky 
difcovery,  come  and  impart  it  to  me.* 
I  promiied  to  neglecl  nothing  in  ac- 
quitting myfelf  handfomely  of  this  em- 
ployment, which  muft  not  be  very  diffi- 
cult to  exercife,  iince  fo  many  people 
live  by  the  fame  profeffion. 

I  had  not  been  much  ufed  to  thefe 
kinds  of  inquiry}  butnot  doubting  that 
Scipio  was  an  adept  in  the  art,  1  call- 
ed for  him  when  I  came  home,  and  faid 
to  him  in  private,  *  Child,  I  am  going 
'  to  intruit  thee  with  a  great  fecret.  Doft 

*  thou  know,  that  in  thernidil  of  For- 

*  tune's  favours  I  find  I  want  fome- 
'  thing?' — « Icaneafily  guefswhatthit 
1  is,'  faid  he,  interrupting  me  before  I 
could  proceed ;  '  you  want  an  agreeable 
'  nymph  to  unbend  and  exhilarate  your 

*  fpirits  ;  and  truly  it  is  aftonifhing  that 
1  you  fliould  be  without  one  in  the 

*  prime  of  your  age,  when  grave  grey- 

*  beards  cannot  difpenlewith  fuch  re- 
creation/'— '  I  admire  thy  penetiation  P 
an i  wered  I  with  a  fmile.  *  Yes  j  amiilrefs 

*  J  want,  and  defire  to  have  one  of  thy 
'  recommending.     But  I  mult  warn 
'  tliee  before-hand,  that  I  am  very  de- 
'  Jicaie  in  thefe  matters.     I  expeil  a 
'  Jndy  of  beauty  and  good  morals/— 

*  What  you   require,'  replied  Scipio, 

*  is  not  ealily  found  ;  but,  however, we 
'  live,  (.hank  Gad,  in  a  city  that  afford* 

*  fome  of  all  forts,  and  I  hope  I  (hall 

*  foon  be  able  to  tit  you  to  a  hair/ 
Sure  enough,  in  three  days  he  faid, 

'  I  have  difcovered  a  treafure  j  a  young 
'  lady,  whole  name  is  Catalina,  of  a 

*  good  family,  and  ravifhing  beauty; 
'   ihc  lives   under  the  tuition   of   her 
'   aunt,  in  a  little  houfe,  where  they 
'  iubfilt  in  an  honourable  manner  on 

*  their  fortune,  which  is  but  ii 

•  they 
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*  they  are  fervcd  by  a  chamber-maid 
'  of  my  acquaintance,  who  has  allured 

*  me,  that  though  their  door  is  (hut 
'  to  every  body  at  prefent,  it  would  be 
'  opened  to  a  rich  and  liberal  gallant, 

*  provided  he  were  willing  to  avoid 
4  fcandal,  by  going  in  at  night,  with- 
4  out  any  (hew.     Whereupon  I  de- 

*  fcribed  you  as  a  cavalier  who  de- 

*  ferved  to  find  the  door  unlatched  ; 

*  and  defired  the  maid  to  propofe  you 

*  to  the  ladies.     She  has  promifed  to 

*  dp  fo,  and  inform  me  of  their  an- 

*  fwer  to-morrow  morning,  at  a  cer- 

*  tain  place.'—4  That's  wellj'  I  re- 
plied ;  «  but  I  am  afraid  the  chamber- 

*  maid  impofes  upon  thce.'  —  «  No,  no,' 
faid  he  ;  «  I  am  not  fo  eafily  perfuaded  ; 

*  I  have  already  interrogated  the  neigh- 

*  bours,  and  conclude  from  what  they 

*  fay,    that    Signiora    Catalina   is    a 
4  Danae,  on  whom  you  may  defcend, 

*  like  another  Jupiter,  in  a  mower  of 
'  gold.'     Prejudiced  as  I  was  againft 
Intrigues  of  this  kind,  I  engaged  in  it 
for  once;  and   as  the  chamber-maid 
came  next  day,  and  told  Scipio,  that, 
if  I  pleafed,  I  might  be   introduced 
that  very  evening  to  her  miltrcfs,  I  ftole 
thither   between    eleven   and  twelve. 
The    maid  received  me  in  the  dark, 
took  me  by  the  hand,  and  led  me  into 
a  pretty  handfome  hall,  where  I  found 
the  ladies  richly  diefled,  and  feated  on 
fatin  couches.     As  foon  as  they  per- 
ceived me,  they  got  up,  and  faluted  me 
in  fuch  a  noble  manner,  that  I  took 
them  for  peribns   of  quality.      The 
aunt  (whofe  name  was  Signiora  Men- 
cia)  though  ftili  agreeable,  did  not  at- 
tract my  attention,  which  was  entirely 
engrofled  by  the  niece,  who  feemed  a 
goddefs.     To  examine  her  minutely, 
however,  (he  could  not  be  called  a  per- 
feft  beauty  ;  but  me  had  fuch  graces, 
together  with  a  tempting  lufcious  air, 
as  hindered  the  eye  to  perceive  her  de- 


Accordingly,  I  was  difturbed  at  fight 
of  her.  I  forgot  that  I  came  thither  to 
perform  the  office  of  procurer  ;  fpoke 
in  my  own  favour,  and  expreffed  my- 
ielf  like  a  man  infpired  by  the  moil 
violent  paflion.  The  young  lady,  in 
\vhem  I  found  three  times  more  wit 
than  (he  really  had,  (fo  courteous  did 
Ihe  feem)  quite  enchanted  me  by  her 
anfwers  ;  and  I  began  to  lofe  the  go- 
vernment of  myfelf,  when  her  aunt, 
to  moderate  my  tranfports, 


addrefled  me  in  this  manner :  c  8ig- 
nior  de  Santillane,  I  muft  be  free 
with  you.  On  account  of  the  cha- 
racter which  I  have  heard  of  your 
worfhip,  I  have  permitted  you  to 
vifit  me,  without  enhancing  the  price 
of  the  favour  by  (landing  on  cere- 
mony; but  don't  imagine  yourfelf 
the  nearer  your  point  for  that  rea- 
fon.  I  have  hitherto  brought  up 
my  niece  in  retirement,  and  you  are 
(as  I  may  fay)  the  firft  cavalier  to 
whofe  eyes  (he  has  been  expofed. 
If  you  deem  her  worthy  to  be  your 
wife,  I  (hall  be  overjoyed  at  her 
good  fortune.  Confider,  therefore, 
if  (lie  will  fuit  you  at  that  price ;  for 
you  cannot  have  her  at  a  cheaper 
rate.* 

This  well-aimed  mot  frighted  away 
Cupid,  who  was  juft  going  to  let  fly  an 
arrow  at  me.  To  fpeak  without  me- 
taphor, a  marriage  fo  bluntly  propofed, 
made  me  recollect  myfelf.  I  became 
again  all  of  a  fudders  the  faithful  agent 
of  the  Count  de  Lemos,  and,  changing 
my  tone,  replied  to  Signiora  Mencia, 

*  Madam,    I   am    pleafed    with    your 
1  frankneft,  which  I  intend  to  imitate. 

*  Whatever  figure  I  make  at  court,  I 

*  am  not  worthy  of  the  incomparable 
'  Catalina,  but  have  in  view  for  her  a 
'  much  more  fplendid  fate;  in  (hort, 
'  I    defign     her    for    the    Prince    of 
'  Spain.' — '  Your  refufal  of  my  niece," 
replied    the  aunt  coldly,    '  was   dif- 
'  obliging  enough;  there  was  no  oc- 
'  cafion  to  accompany  it  with  a  piece 
'  of  raillery.'  —  «  I  don't  rally,  in- 
4  deed,    Madam,'  cried  I  j  *  nothing 
'  is  more  ferious ;   I   have  orders   to 
'  find  out  a    lady  who  deferves  to  be 

*  honoured  with  the  private  vifits  of 
4  the  Prince  of  Spain :  I  find  fuch  a 
4  one  in  your  houfe,  and  mark  it  for 
'  the  fcene  accordingly.' 

Signiora  Mencia  was  aftoniihed  at 
theft  words,  which  I  perceived  did  not 
much  dil'pieafe  her :  neverthelefs,  be- 
lieving that  (lie  ought  to  affect  referve, 
(he  anfwered  in  this  manner.     '  If  I 
was  difpofed  to  credit  literally  what 
you  fay,  you  muft  know  that  I  am 
not  of  fuch  a  character  as  to  rejoice 
in  the  infamous  honour  of  feeing  my 
niece  mifttefs  to  a  prince.     My  vir- 
c  tue  difapproves — '     "  What  a  faint 
"  you  are,  with  your  virtue!"  faid  I, 
interrupting  her;  ,c  you  talk  like  one 

*  bred  among  filly  citizens,    Sure  you, 

'  joke, 
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joke,  in  pretending  to  confider  things 
in  a  moral  point  of  view  !  that  would 
be  dripping  them  of  all  their  beauty  j 
they  muft  he  furveyed  with  a  carnal 
rye.  Behold  the  heir-apparent  of 
Spain  at  the  feet  of  the  happy  Cata- 
lina>  adoring  and  loading  her  with 
prefents;  and  remember,  that  from 
her  perhaps  will  fpring  a  hero  who 
will  render  his  mother's  name  im- 
mortal as  his  own.' 
Although  the  aunt  would  have  glad- 
ly embraced  my  propofal,  flie  feigned 
herfelf  irreiblute  about  the  matter  j  and 
Catalina,  who  wiflied  the  prince  already 
in  her  chains,  affe&ed  great  indifference; 
ib  that  I  was  obliged  to  invert  the  place 
a  new,  until  at  length,  Signiora  Mencia, 
fceir.i*  me  repuifed,  and  ready  to  raiie 
(iege,  beat  the  chamade,  and  we  agreed 
upon  a  capitulation,  which  contained 
the  two  following  articles.  Imprimis, 
If  the  prince  of  Spain,  on  the  report 
th-t  I  (hall  make  of  Catalina's  charms, 
ihal!  be  inflamed,  and  determine -to 
honour  her  with  a  nocturnal  vifit,  I  /hall 
fake  care  to  apprize  the  ladies  of  the 
night  that  fhall  be  cholen  for  that  pur- 
poie.  Item,  The  prince  fiull  not  viiit 
the  faid  ladies  but  as  a:i  ordinary  gal- 
lant, with  no  other  attendants  than  me 
and  his  Mercury  in  chief. 

After  this  convention,  the  aunt  and 
niece  ihewed  me  aii  manner  of  friend- 
ship, and  afTnmed  a  familiarity  of  beha- 
viour in  confequence  of  which  I  ven- 
tured Ibme  hugs,  which  were  not  very 
ill  received;  and  when  we  parted,  they 
embraced  me  of  their  own  accord,  and 
loaded  me  with  careffes.  It  is  really 
wonderful  to  fee  with  what  facility  an 
intimacy  is  contracted  between  the  cou- 
riers of  gallantry  and  the  women  who 
want  their  fervice.  Had  people  ob- 
itrved  me  to  leave  this  houfe  with  inch 
iTi.uk?  of  favour,  they  mi-lit  have  laid, 
with  ibme  appearance  of  juilice,  that  I 
was  much  happier  than  I  actually 
found  myielf.  The  Count  de  Lemos 
was  overjoyed  when  I  let  him  know 
that  I  had  made  l^rh  a  difcoviry  as  he 
tlefired.  I  fpokc  of  C'atalina  in  luch  a 
manner  as  made  him  long  to  lee  her. 
I  carried  him  to  her  lodgings  next 
right,  and  he  owned  that  I  had  been 
very  fuccefsful.  He  told  the  hdics, 
he  did  not  at  a!*  doubt  that  ihe  prince 
would  be  perfectly  well' Satisfied  \vi:h 
the  miftreis  whom  I  had  chofcn  for 
birr.,  and  that  fhe  on  her  p.rt  would 


havecaufe  to  be  contented  with  fuch  a 
lover;  that  the  young  prince  was  full 
ot  generofity  and  fweetnefs  of  temper : 
in  fhorr,  he  aflured  them,  that  he  would 
bring  him  to  their  houfe  in  a  few  days, 
as  they  defired  he  fliould  come,  that  is, 
without  noil'c  or  attendance.  This 
nobleman  afterwards  took  his  leave  of 
them,  and  I  withdrew  in  his  company. 
We  got  back  to  his  equipage,  in  which 
we  had  come  thither,  and  which  wait- 
ed for  us  at  the  end  of  the  itreet:  he 
let  me  down  at  my  own  houfe,  charging 
me  to  inform  his  uncle  next  day  of  this 
new-ilarted  adventure,  and  to  defire  he' 
would  lend  him  a  thoufand  piftoles  to 
en  lure  it's  fuccefs. 

I  did  not  fail  to  givethe  Duke  of  Ler- 
nia  an  cxacl  account  of  what  had  pafT- 
ed,  concealing  only  one  circumftance. 
I  did  not  (peak  a  fyllable  of  Scipio, 
but  took  to  myfelf  the  honour  of  the 
di  Ceo  very,  according  to  the  practice  of 
thole  who  live  among  the  great. 

By  thefe  means  I  acquired  a  great 
many  compliments.  *  Mr.  Gil  Bias,' 
faid  the  miniiter  to  me  with  an  air  of 
raillery,  «  I  am  ravifhed  to  find,  that, 
'  with  your  other  talents,  you  likewife 

*  pofiefs  that  of  discovering  obliging 
'  beauties :   when  I  have  occafion  for 

*  one  of  that  clafs,  you  will  give  me 
'   leave  to  apply  to  you/ — '  My  lord/ 
I  replied   in  the  fame  tone,   '  1  thank 
'   your  grace  for  intending  me  the  pre- 
'  ference;  but  give  me  leave   to  fay, 

*  that  I  fliould  be  fcrupulous  in  ferving 

*  your  excellency  in  that  manner.  Sig- 
'   nior  Rodrigo  has  been    fo  long   in 

*  pofietiion  of  that  employment,   that 
'  it  would  be  unjuft  in  me  to  deprive 
'   him  of  it.'     The  duke  fmiled  at  my 
anfwer;  then  changing  the  difcourfe, 
alked,    if    his    nephew  did    not   want 
money  for  this  adventure.     *  Pardon 
1   me,'  faid  i  ;   •  he  begs  yon  will  fend 
'  him   a  thoufand    pillules/ — *  Very 
'  well,"    replied  the  miniller ;   *  carry 
'  them  to  him,  bid  him  iuare  nothing, 

*  but  approve  of  wiiatever  cxpence  the 

*  prince  mall  propoie.' 

C  II  A  P.     XI. 

THE  PRIVATL  V1.-5IT  AND  PRE- 
SENTS WHICH  TfiE  PRINCE  OF 
SPAIN  MADE  TO  CATALINA. 

I  Went  that   iniia-nt  with  five   hun- 
ched double   piitoies   to  the  Count 
Ue  Lemos,  vvjio  told  me,  «  You  coi^d 

'  not 


ADVENTURES   OF    GIL    BLAS; 


275 


«  not  corns  in  batter  feafon.  I  have 
«  fpoke  to  the  prinee  :  he  has  bit  at 
«  the  hook,  and  burns  with  impatience 
«  to  fee  Catalina.  This  very  night  he 
«  intends  to  flip  privately  out  of  the 
'  palace,  in  order  to  vifit  her.  It  is  a 
«.  thing  determined,  and  our  meafures 
c  are  taken  accordingly.  Inform  the 
«  ladies  of  his  refolution',  and  give  them 
«  that  money  which  you  have  brought ; 
«  for  it  is  right  to  let  them  fee  that  he  is 
'  no  ordinary  lover  whom  they  are  to 
«  receive:  beiides,  thebounty  of  princes 

*  ought  to  precede  their  intrigues.    As 
«  you  will  accompany  him,  together 
<  with   me,*    added   he,  '  be  fure   of 
«  being  at  his  couchee  this  evening. 
'  Your  coach  alfo  (for  I  think  it  is 
'  proper  we  mould  ufe  it)  muft  wait  for 

*  us  near  the  palace  about  midnight.' 

I  immediately  repaired  to  the-houfe, 
but  did  not  fee  Catalina,  who,  they 
told  me,  was  a-bed;  fo  that  I  could 
only  fpeak  with  Signiora  Mencia,  to 
whom  I  faid,  '  Madam,  pray  excufe 
«  me  for  appearing  in  your  houfe  by 

*  day;  but  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
'  do  otherwife,  for  I  muft  give  you 
«  notice  that  the  Prince  of  Spain  will 

*  be  here  this  night;  and  here,'  added 
I,  putting  the  bag  of  money  in  her 
hand,  *  is  an  offering  which  he  fends 
'  to  the  temple  of  Cytherea,  to  render 

<  the  divinities  of  the  place  propitious. 

*  You  fee  I  have  not  engaged  you  in 

*  a  bad  affair.* — {  I   am  very  much 

<  obliged  to  you,'  (he  replied;  '  but 

*  tell  me,  Signior  de  Santillane,  does 
«  the  prince  love  mufick  ?' — «  He  loves 

*  it,'  anfwered  I,  *  to  diftraclion  ;  no- 

*  thing  can  entertain  him  fo  much  as 
«  a  fine  voice,  accompanied  by  a  lute 

*  delicately  touched.'—'  So  much  the 

*  better!'  cried  /he,   in  a  tranfport  of 
joy  ;  •«  you  give  me  infinite  pleafure  in 

*  telling  me  this  ;    for  my  niece  has 

<  the  pipe  of  a  nightingale,  and  plays 

*  upon  the  lute  to  admiration ;  me  like- 
'  wife  dances  perfectly  well/—'  Hea- 
«  vensP  cried  I,  in  my  turn;  «  what 
'  perfections,  my  good  aunt!  fo  many 

*  are  not  neceffary  to  make  a  girl's  for- 
'  tune:  one  of  thefe  talents  is  furfi- 
'  cient  for  the  purpofe.' 

Having  thus  paved  the  way,  I  wait- 
ed for  the  hour  of  the  prince's  couchee ; 
then  giving  orders  to  my  coachman,  I 
rejoined  the  Count  de  Lemos,  who  told 
'  me,  that  the  prince,  in  order  to  get  rid 
of  hi*  company-  tha  fooncr,  would 


feign  a  flight  indifpofition,  and  even  go 
to  bed,  the  better  to  perfirade  them  o; 
his  being  fick;  but  that  he  would  rife 
again  in  an  hour,  and,  by  a  back-door, 
gain  a  private  ftair  that  led  into  the 
court- yard. 

When  he  had  informed  me  of  wha£ 
they  had  concerted  together,  he  pofted 
me  in  ?~  place  through  which  he  affured 
me  they  would  pafs  ;  and  there  I  dan- 
ced attendance  fo  long,  that  I  began  to 
think  our  gallant  had  taken  another 
road,  or  loft  his  delire  of  feeing  Cata- 
lina, as  if  princes  ufually  dropped  thefe 
fort  of  whims  before  they  had  fatisfied 
them.  In  fllort,  I  imagined  they  had 
forgot  me  altogether,  when  two  men 
accofted  me,  whom  having  difcerned 
to  be  thofe  I  expe5led,  I  conduced 
them  to  my  coach,  in  which  they  feat- 
ed  themfelves,  while  I  got  upon  the 
coach-box  to  direct  the  driver,  whom 
I  ordered  to  flop  about  fifty  yards  from 
the  houle.  I  then  handed  the  prince 
and  his  companion  out  of  the  coach, 
and  we  walked  towards  the  place  for 
which  we  were  bound.  The  gate 
opened  at  our  approach,  and  fliut  again 
as  foon  as  we  got  in. 

At  firft  we  found  ourfelves  in  the 
fame  darknefs  in  which  I  had  been  in- 
troduced ;  though,  by  way  of  diftinc- 
tion,  there  was  a  fmall  lamp  fixed  to 
the  wall,  the  light  of  which  was  fd 
dim,  that  we  could  only  perceive  it, 
without  being  lighted  by  it's  rays. 
All  this  ferved  only  to  make  the  ad- 
venture more  agreeable  to  our  hero, 
who  was  fenfibly  ftruck  at  the  light  of 
the  ladies,  who  received  him  in  a  hall, 
where  the  luftre  of  a  great  number  of 
candles  made  amends  for  the  darkneTs 
that  reigned  in  the  court.  The  aunt 
and  niece  were  in  a  gay  difhabiile,  fo 
artfully  difpofed  that  nobody  could 
look  upon  them  with  impunity.  Our 
prince  would  have  been  very  well  fatif- 
fied  with  Signiora  Mencia,  if  there  had 
been  no  other  for  him  to  chufe ;  but 
the  charms  of  young  Catalina,  as  they 
deferved,  had  the  preference.  '  Well,. 
*  my  prince,'  faid  the  Count  de  Le- 
mos ;  i  was  it  poffible  for  us  to  pro- 
cure your  highnefs  the  pJe.tfure  of 
feeing  two  ladies  more  handfome  than 
thefe  ?'  —  '  I  am  ravifhed  with  them. 
both,'  replied  the  prince  ;  f  and  I 
(hall  never  carry  off  my  heart;  for 
the  aunt  could  not  inifs  of  it,  if  it 
was  poffible  for  the  niece  to  fail.* 

N  n  «  After 
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After  this  compliment,  fo  agreeable 
to  an  aunt,  he  faid  a  thoufand  fond 
.things  to  Catalinn,  who  anfwcred  with 
wit  and  i'jiirit.  As  thofe  honour- 
able people  who  perform  the  part  that 
I  acled  on  this  occafion,  are  permitted 
to  join  in  the  converfation  of  lovers, 
provided  it  be  with  an  intention  of 
adding  fuel  to  the  fire,  I  told  the  gal- 
lant, that  his  nymph  i'ung  and  played 
upon  the  lute  to  admiration.  He  was 
overjoyed  to  hear  that  Hie  was  mi  (I  re  is 
of  thefe  talents,  and  entreated  her  to 
entertain  him  with  a  fpecimen.  She 
complied  with  a  good  grace,  took  up 
a  lute  rcadv  tuned,  played  feme  ten- 
der airs,  and  lung  in  fuch  an  affecling 
manner,  that  the  prince  dropped  down 
at  her  feet,  in  a  tranfport  of  love  and 
pleafure.  But  let  us  finim  this  pic- 
ture; and  only  obferve  that,  during 
this  fweet  intoxication,  in  which  the 
lieir  of  the  Spanifh  monarchy  was  plun- 
ged, the  hours  ftole  away  like  minutes, 
.nnd  we  were  obliged  to  tear  him  from 
that  dangerous  houfe,  becaufe  of  the 
day's  approach.  We  the  gentlemen- 
undertakers  carried  him  back  to  his 
apartment  with  great  difpstch,  and 
then  went  to  our  different  homes,  as 
well  iatisfied  in  having  fitted  him  with 
a  (he-adventurer,  as  if  we  had  tran- 
la&ed  his  marriage  with  a  princefs. 

Next  morning;  I  recounted  this  ad- 
venture to  the  Duke  of  Lerma,  who 
defued  to  be  informed  of  every  parti- 
cular; and  juft  as  I  had  finimed   my 
narration,  the  Count  de  Lemos  came 
in,  and  faid,  '  The  prince  of  Spain  is 
ib  much  engrofled  by  Catalina,  and 
has  conceived  fuch  a  paflion  for  her, 
that  he  purpofes   to  vifit  her  often, 
and  attach  himfelf  to  her  alone.     He 
wanted  to  fend  her  this  day  jewels 
fo  the  amount  of  two  thoufand  pi- 
ftoles,  but  not  having  a  penny  in  his 
purfe,    he  applied    to  me.' — *  My 
dear  Lemos,'    faid   he,    '  you  muft 
find  me  that  fum   immediately.     I 
know  very  well  that  I  incommode, 
my,  exhauft  you  ;  but  my  heart  re- 
tains, the  obligation,  and  if  ever  I 
find  myfeif  in  a  condition  to  exert 
my   gratitude,     otherwife    than    in 
thought,  for  all  your  friend fhip,  you 
fhall  not  repent  having  laid  me  un- 
der an  obligation.'  — '  My  prince,' 
faid  I,  leaving  him   that  inftant,    '  I 
•  have  friends  and  credit,    and  will 


f  employ  them  both  to  accommodate 
1  you  with  what  you  want.* 

'  It  is  not  difficult  to  fatisfy  his  d«- 

*  mand,'  faid  the  duke  to  his  nephew. 

*  Santillane,  go  fetch  the  money  j  or, 
. '  if  you  pleafe,  he  will   purchafe  the 

'  jewels;  for  he  is  a  perfect  connoifleur 

*  in  Itones,  efpecially  rubies! — Is  net 
'  this  true,  Gil  Bias?'  added  he,  look- 
ing at  me  with  a  fatiricnl  fmile.    «  Your 
f.  grace  is  very  fevere,'  I  replied  ;  « I  fee 
'  that  you  want  to  make  Monfieur  the 
'  Count  merry  at  my  expence.*     This 
happened  accordingly.     The  nephew 
aiked  what  myftery  there  was  in  thefe 
words.  '  Nothing,'  anfwered  the  duke, 
laughing  j    *  only   Santillane  one  day 
'  thought  proper  to   exchange  a  dia- 
'  RIOtiQ   for  a   ruby,   and   afterwards 
'  found  that  he  had  gained  neither  ho- 

*  nour  nor  profit  by  the  bargain.' 

I  fhould  have  thought  myfeif  eafily 
quit,  if  the  minifter  had  faid  no  more 
of  the  matter;  but  he  took  the  trouble 
to  relate  the  trick  that  Camilla  and 
Don  Raphael  played  upon  me  in  the 
hired  lodging,  and  to  enlarge  parti- 
cularly on  thofe  circumftances  which 
chagrined  me  moft.  His  excellency, 
after  having  enjoyed  his  joke,  ordered 
me  to  accompany  the  Count  de  Lemos, 
who  carried  me  to  a  jeweller's  houfe, 
where  we  chofe  jewels,  which  we  mew- 
ed to  the  prince  for  his  approbation  ; 
and  which  being  afterwards  entrufted 
to  me,  in  order  to  be  prefented  to  Ca- 
talina, I  went  home  for  two  thoufand 
piftoles  of  the  duke's  money,  with 
which  I  paid  the  merchant. 

It  is  a  queftion  not  to  be  afked,  if 
I  was  kindly  received  next  night  by 
the  ladies,  when  I  exhibited  the  pre- 
fents  of  my  embafly,  confiding  of  an 
handfome  ring  defigned  for  the  aunt, 
and  a  pair  of  ear-rings  for  the  niece. 
Charmed  with  thefe  marks  of  the 
prince's  love  and  generofity,  they  be- 
gan to  prattle  like  two  gofllps,  and 
thanked  me  for  having  procured  for 
them  fuch  a  valuable  acquaintance. 
They  forgot  themfelves  in  the  excefs 
of  their  joy,  and  fome  words  efcaped 
them,  which  made  me  fufpecl  that  I 
had  introduced  a  mere  gipfey  to  our 
great  monarch's  fon  j  but  that  I  might 
know  prccifely  whether  or  not  I  had 
performed  this  fine  inaiter-piece,  I  went 
home,  refolved  to  come  to  an  expla- 
nation with  Scu>io. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP.      XII. 

» 

CATALINA'S  REAL  CHARACTER. 
THl  PERPLEXITY  AND  UNEASI- 
NESS OF  GIL  BLAS.  THE  PRE- 
CAUTION HE  WAS  OBLIGED  TO 

TAKE    FOR    HIS    OWN    QUIET. 

JUST  as  I  entered  my  own  houfe, 
I  heard  a  great  noife;  and  enquir- 
ing into  the  caufe,  was  told,  Scipio 
thai  evening  treated  half  a  dozen  of 
his  friends,  who  fung  full  throat, 
and  frequently  broke  out  in  loud  fits 
of  laughter;  fo  that  allured ly  this  re- 
paft  could  not  be  properly  ft y led  the 
banquet  of  the  Seven  Wife  Men. 

The  mafter  of  the  feaft,  advertife*d 
of  my  arrival,  faid  to  the  company, 
«  Gentlemen, 'tis  only  my  mafter  come 
«  home :  be  not  difturbed,  but  con- 

*  tinue  your  mirth  j    I  will 'go    and 

*  (peak  two  words  to  him,  and  rejoin 

*  you  in  a  twinkling.'     So  faying,  he 
came  to  ray  apartment.      *   What  a 
'  hubbub  is  this  ?'  faid  I ;   '  what  fort 

*  iof  people  are  thofe  you  entertain  be- 
'  low  ?  are  they  poets?' — *  No,  indeed, 
'  Sir,  if  you  pleafe,'  he  replied  j  '  it 

*  were  pity  to  beftow  your  wine  on  fuch 

*  company.     I  make  a  better  uie  of  it. 

*  There  is  among  my  guefts   a  very 
'  rich  young  fellow,  who  wants  for  his 
'  money  an   employment  by  your  in- 

*  tereft;  and  for  him  alone  I  give  this 
'  entertainment :    at  every  draught  he 
'  drinks   I  raife  the  gratification  you 
'  are  to  receive  ten  piftoles,  and  will 
'  make  him  drink  till  day.' — '  If  that 
'  be  the  cafe,'  I  replied,  *  go  back  to 
'  thy  friends,  and  don't  fpare  the  wine 
'  in  my  cellar.' 

I  did  not  think  this  a  proper  feafon 
to  talk  with  him  about  Catalina  j  but 
next  morning,  when  I  got  up,  I  fpoke 
to  him  in  this  manner  :  (  Friend  Sci- 
pio, thou  knoweft  how  we  live  toge- 
ther }  I  treat  thee  more  like  a  com- 
rade than  a  domeftick  ;  and  of  con- 
fequence  thou  wiU  be  to  blame  in  de- 
ceiving me  as  a  mafter.  Let  us  then 
lay  afide  atl  referve  with  one  an- 
other. I  will  tell  thee  fomething 
that  will  furprize  thee,  and  thou  malt 
difclofe  to  me  thy  real  fentiments  of 
thofe  two  women  with  whom  thou 
haft  made  me  acquainted.  Between 
thee  and  me,  I  fufpeft  them  to  b? 
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two  artful  pufTes,  cunnjng  in  pro- 
portion to  the  fimplicity  which  they 
affeft.      If  my  opinion  does  them 
juftice,  the  Prince  of  Spain  has  no 
great  caufe  to  be  well  pleafed  with, 
me  ;  for  I  confefs  it  was  for  him  that 
I  wanted  a  miftrefs.     I  accordingly 
carried  him  to  Catalina's  houfe,  and 
he   is    become   paflionatcly    fond  of 
her.' — c  Signior,'  anfwered  Scipio,  *  I 
am  too  well  ufed  by  you,  to  be  want- 
ing in  fincerity  with  my  milter.     I 
had   yefterday  a  private  converfition 
with  the  maid  of  thefe  two  princrdTes, 
and  (he  related   their  hiftory,  which 
to  me  feemed  very  diverting.     You 
mall  hear  it  in  two  words. 
*  Catalina  is  daughter  to  a  poor  gen- 
tleman of  Arragon,  and  finding  her* 
felf,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  an  orphan, 
as  handfome  as  poor,   liftened  to  an 
old  commander,  who  conducted  her 
to   Toledo,    where   he  died    in    fix 
months,  after  having  ferved  as  a  pa- 
rejit  rather  than  a  hufband  to  her. 
She   fecured    his    fortune,  confifting 
of  fome  moveables  and  three  hundred 
piftoles  in  ready-money,  then  joined 
herfelf  to  Signiora  Mencia,  who  was 
ftill  in  fafhion,  though  already  in  the 
wane.    Thefe  two  good  friends  lived 
together,  and  began  to  behave  fo  as  to 
attract:  the  notice  of  juftice  j  at  which 
the  ladies  being  difgufted,  harliiy  a- 
bandoned  Toledo  through  vexation, 
and    fettled   in   Madrid,  where  they 
have  lived  about  two  years,  without 
vifiting  anyperfonin  the  neighbour- 
hood.    But  the  beft  circumftance  of 
the  ftory  is  this  5   they  have  hired  two 
final  1  hollies,  feparated  only  by  a  wall, 
having  in  the  cellar  a  ftair  of  commu- 
nication from  the  one  to  the  other. 
Signiora  Mencia  lives  wifh  a  young 
maid-fervant  in  one  of  thefe  houfes, 
and  the  commander's  widow  pofTefTes 
the  other,  with  an  old  duenna,  who 
pafTes  for  her  grandmother  j   fo  that 
our  Arragonian  is  fometimes  a  niece 
brought  up  by  her  aunt,  and  fome- 
times a  pupil  under  the  wings  of  her 
grandame.    When  me  a&s  the  niece, 
me  is  called  Catalina  ;  and  when  Ihe 
plays  the  grandchild,   her  name  is 
Sirena.' 

At  the  name  of  SJrena,  I  grew  pale  j 
and  interrupting  Scipio,  faid,  '  What 

*  do  I  hear!   alas!    I  am   afraid   that 

*  tills  curfed  Arrag-onian   is  no  other 

N  n  2  '  thaw 
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than   the   miftrefs  of  Calderona."— 
Truly,'  he  replied,  *  it  is  the  fnmc ; 
I  thought  this  piece  of  news  would 
hnve   given  you  pleafure.' — '  Thou 
art  very  much  mirtaken,'  anfwered  Ij 
I  have   more  caufe  to  be  forry  than 
rejoiced  at  it :  doft  thou  not  lee  the 
confequences?' — «  No,  in  faith,'  re- 
umed  Scipio  j  '  what  mifchief  can  it 
produce  ?  you  are  not  lure  that  Don 
Rodrigo  will   difcover  what  pafiVs  5 
and  if  you  are  afraid  of  his  getting 
information,  yon  have  nothing  to  do 
but  prepoflefs  the  mjniiter  in  your 
favour,  by  telling  him  candidly  the 
whole  .ifftir.     He  will  fee  your  fin- 
cerity  ;  an-i  if,  after  this,  Calderona 
fhould  attempt  to  do  you  an  ill  office 
with  his  excellency,  he  will  perceive 
that  his  ible  defign  is  to  injure  you 
out  of  a  fpirit  of  revenge.* 
Scipio  by  this  difcourfe  banifhedmy 
fear;  and,  revolving  to  follow  his  ad- 
vice, I   informed  the  Duke  of  Lerma 
of  the  difcovery  I  had  made.     I  even 
affefted  to  tell  it  with  a  melancholy 
air,  in   order  to  perfuade  him  of  my 
being  mortified  for  having  innocently 
introduced  Don  Rodrigo's  miftrefs  to 
the  prince.    J3ut  the  minifter,  far  from 
pitying  his  favourite,  laughed   at  the 
adventure,  and  bid  me  go  on  in  my  old 
way  5  fayine ,  that  after  all,  it  was  glo- 
rious for  Calderona  to  love  the  fame 
•Jady  who  had  captivated  the  Prince  of 
Spain,  and  to  be  as  well   received  by 
lier  as  his  highnefs.    I  imparted  it  alfo 
to  the  Count  de  Lemos,  who  afTured 
jpe  of  his  protection,  in  cafe  the  firft 
fecretary  mould  difcover  the  intrigue, 
and  attempt  to  ruin  me  with  his  grace. 
Imagining  that,  by  this  precaution, 
I  had   delivered  the  bark  of  my  for- 
tune from  the  dangerous  /helves  that 
enviioned  it,  my  fear  vanifhed.     I  ftsll 
accompanied  the  prince  to  the  houfe  of 
Catalinn,  (alias,  the  fair  Sirena)  who 
was  artful  enough  to  invent  flratagems 
to  keep  Don   Rodri^o  from  her  em- 
braces, and  to  defraud  him  of  thole 
rights  which  flie  was  obliged  to  bellow 
on  his  iiluftriou?  rival. 


CHAP.    XIII. 

GIL  BLAS  CONTINUES  TO' ACT  THE 
MAN  OF  CONSEQ^U^NCE.  HEARS 
NEWS  OF  HIS  FAMILY,  WHICH 


MAKE  BUT  SMALL  IMPRESSION 
UPON  HIM,  ANDO^UARRELS  WITH 
FABR.1CIUS. 

I  Have  already  obferved,  that  in  the 
morning  my  anti- chamber  was 
vfually  crouded  with  people  who  came 
to  make  propofals  ;  but  I  would  not 
receive  them  viva  voce  j  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  cyftom  at  court,  or  ra- 
ther with  a  view  of  exhibiting  my  own 
importance,  I  faid  to  each  folicitor, 

*  Give  in  arnemorial.'    Iwasfomuch 
11  fed  to  this,  that  one  day  I  anfwered 
in   thefe  words  to  my  landlord,  who 
came  to  put  me  in  mind  of  a  year's 
rent  being  due.     As  for  my  butcher 
and  baker,  they  faved  me  the  trouble  of 
afking  their  memorials,  which  wereaU 
ways  punctually  delivered  every  month. 
Scipio,  who  imitated  me  fo  clolely,  that 
the  copy  might  be  faid  to  come  very 
near  the  original,  behaved  in  the  fame 
manner  to  thofe  who  applied  for  his 
intereftwith  me.     I  was  guilty  of  an- 
other ridiculous  piece  of  vanity,  which 
I  don't  intend  to  ejfcufe.    I  was  foolifli 
enough  to  talk  of  the  grandees  as  if  I 
had   been  a  man  in  their  fphere.     If 
(for  example)  I  had  occr-.fion  to  men- 
tion the  Duke  of  Alva,  or  the  Duke  of 
Medina  Sidonia,  I  called  them,  with- 
out ceremony,  Alva,  and  Medina  Si- 
donia.    In  a  word,  I  became  fo  vain 
and   haughty,  that  I  was  no    longer 
my  father's  fon.     Alas!  poor  duenna 
and  umer,  I  did  not  fo  much  as  en- 
quire whether  you  were  happy  or  mi- 
ftrablein  the  Afturias!  1  did  not  even 
think  of  you!  The  court  is  like  the 
river  Lethe,  in  making  us  forget  our 
parents  and  friends,  when  they  are  un- 
der misfortunes. 

I  no  longer,  therefore,  remembered 
my  family  ;  when  one  morning  a  your 
man  came  to  my  houfe,  and  delirin;: 
to  fpeak  with  me  in  private,  I  carriexi 
him' into  my  clofet,  where,  without  of- 
fering him  a  chair,  becaufe  he  ieemcd 
to  be  a  plebeian,  I  aflced  what  he 
wanted  with  me.  '  How!  SigniorGij 
'  Bias  !'  faid  he,  '  don't  you  remember 
'  me?'  In  vain  did  I  conhdcr  him  at- 
tentively :  I  was  obliged  to  anfwer,  that 
his  features  we're  entirely  unknown. 
'  I  am,'  he  replied,  'one  of  your 
'  old  fchool-fdlows,  ft  native  of  Ovif- 
'  do,  and  fon  of  Bertram!  Mnfcnda 

•  the  grocer,  ypur  uncle  the  canon's 
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neighbour.     I   remember  you  very 
well ;    we  have  played    together   a 
thoufand  times  atCiega  Gallina  *.' 
«  I  have/  f'aid  I,  *  b\it  a  confufed 
idea  of  the  amufements  of  my  in- 
fancy :  the  bufmefs  in  which  I  have 
been  engaged  fince  that  time,  has  ef- 
faced them   from   my  memory.' — 
I  am  come,'  he  relumed,  *  to  Ma- 
drid, to  fettle  accounts  with  my  fa- 
ther's correfpondent;    and  I  heard  it 
faid,  that  you  was  on  a  good  footing 
at  court,  and  already  as  rich -as  a 
Jew.     I  congratulate   you  on  your 
good  fortune;  and  wili,  at  my  re- 
turn in  to  the  country,  overwhelm  your 
family    with  joy,    by   telling  them 
fuch  an  agreeable  piece  of  news.' 
I  could   not,  in  common  decency, 
forbear  ajking  in  what  fituation  heTiad 
left  my  father,  mother,  "and  uncle  j  but 
this  piece  of  duty  I  performed  fo  coldly, 
that  the  grocer  had  no  great  reafon  to 
admire  the  force  of  blood.    He  feemed 
(hocked  at  my  indifference  for  thofe 
who  ought  to  have  been  fo  dear  to  me ; 
and  being  a  plain  vulgar  young  fel- 
low,   faid   bluntly,    '-I  thought  you 
had  more  tendernefs  and'fenfibility 
for  your  relations.     How  coldly  do 
you  enquire  into  their  circumftances! 
know,  that  your  father  and  mother 
are  Hill  at  fervice  ;  and  the  good  ca- 
non Gil  Perez,    burdened  with  old 
age  and  infirmities,  draws  near  his 
end.     People   ought  to  have   fome 
natural  affection;  and  li nee  you  are 
in  a  condition  to  aflilt  your  parents, 
I  advife  you,    as  a  friend,  to  fend 
two  hundred  piftoles  yearly  for  their 
fupportj  by  which  means  you  will 
f  make  their  life  eafy  and  happy,  with- 
'  out  any  inconvenience  to  yourfelf.' 
Inftead  of  being  moved  by  the  picture 
which  he  drew  of  my  family,  I  was 
difgufted  at  the  liberty  which  he  took 
in  advifing  me,  without  being  defired 
fo  to  do.     With  a  little  more  addrefs, 
perhaps,  he  might  have  perfuaded  me  j 
but  his  freedom  had  a  contrary  effect. 
He   perceived   my  difpleafure  by  my 
Jilence ;    and  continuing  his  exhorta- 
tion with  more  malice  than  charity, 
made   me   lofe  my  patience  entirely. 
*  Oh,  this  is  too  much  !'  cried  I  in  a 
paflion ;    *  Go,    Mr.  Mufcada,    and 
?  meddle  with  your  own  concerns  :  it 
f  becomes  you  well  indeed  to  prefcribe 


4  tome!  I  know  my  duty,  on  this 
'  occafion,  better  than  you  can  teach 
*  me.'  So  faying,  I  pufhed  the  grocer 
out  of  my  cloiet,  and  fent  him  back  to 
fell  pepper  and  cloves  at  Oviedo.  What 
he  faid,  however,  did  not  fail  of  hav- 
ing fome  effect :  I  reproached  myfelf 
with  being  an  unrratural  ion,  and  was 
melted  accordingly.  I  recalled  the 
care  they  had  taken  of  my  infancy  and 
education;  I  conrkiered  the  duty  I 
owed  to  my  parents ;  and  my  reflec- 
tions -were  "attended  with  fome  tran- 
fports  of  acknowledgment,  which, 
however,  came  to  nothing  :  they  were 
foon  ftifled  by  my  ingratitude,  and 
fuceeedexl  by  profound  oblivion.  There 
are  many  parents  v/ho  have  children  of 
the  fame  ftamp. 

The  avarice  and  ambition  with  which 
I  was  poffe fled,  entirely  changed  my 
difpofition.     I  bit  all  my  gaiety,  be- 
cameabfentand  thoughtful ;  in  a  word, 
a  miferable animal.     Fabricio,  feeing 
me  altogether  bent  on  facrificing  to 
Fortune,  and  very  much  detached  from 
him,  came  but  feldom  to  my  houfe, 
where  one  day  he  could  not  help  fay- 
ing,   «  Truly,    Gil    Bias,    thou   art 
growing  out  of  my  knowledge  :  be- 
fore thy  coming  to  court,  thou  waft 
always  eafy  and  rranquil ;  at  prefent, 
thou  art  incelTantly  agitated  with  pro- 
ject after  project  to  enrich  thyfelfj 
and  the  more  wealth  thou  halt  got, 
the  more  would  ft  thou  amafs.     Be- 
lides,  let  me  tell  thee,  thou  no  longer 
treateft  me  with  that  efFufion  of  the 
heart,    and  freedom   of  behaviour, 
which  are  the  foul  of  friendship  ;  on 
the  contrary,  thou  wrappeft  thyfelf 
up,  and  concealed  from  me  thy  le- 
cret  views  ;  nay,  I  can  perceive  con- 
ftraint  in   all  thy  civilities  towards 
me  :  in  fhort,  Gil  Bias  is  no  longer 
the  fame  Gil  Bias  whom  I  formerly 
knew.' 

'  You  joke,  fure !'  faid  I,  with  an 
ir  of  indifference;  'I  can't  perceive 
any  change  in  myfelf.' — '  Thy  own 
eyes  are  no  judges,'  anfwered  he  j 
they  are  bewitched  :  believe  me,  thy 
metamorphofis  is  but  too  true.  Speak 
fincerely,  my  friend :  Do  thou  and 
I  live  together  as  formerly  ?  When, 
I  ufed  to  knock  at  thy  door  in  the 
morning,  thou  camelt  in  perfon  to  open 
it,  very  often  half  afleep  j  and  I  en- 


*  Blind-mail's  Buff* 
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tered  thy  chamber  without  ceremony. 
Now,  behold  the  difference:  thou  art 
attended  by  half  a  fcore  of  lacqueys; 
I  am  obliged  to  wait  in  thy  anti- 
chamber,  and  fend  in  my  name  be- 
fore I  can  fpeak  with  thee :  then, 
how  am  I  received  !  with  a  forced 
politenefs,  and  air  of  importance  ;  fo 
that  my  vifits  feem  tedious  and  tire- 
fome.  Doft  thou  think  inch  a  recep- 
tion can  be  agreeable  to  one  who  has 
lived  with  thee  on  the  footing  of  a 
comrade?  No,  Santillane,  no  j  I 
can't  put  up  with  it.  Faiewel !  Let 
us  part  friends,  and  get  rid  of  one 
another  :  thou  of  one  who  cenfures 
thy  behaviour,  and  I  of  a  rich  up- 
itart  who  has  forgot  himfelf.' 
I  found  myfelf  more  irritated  than 
reclaimed  by  his  reproaches,  and  let 
him  go  without  making  the  Jeaft  effort 
to  detain  him.  In  my  opinion,  at  that 
time,  the  friend/hip  of  a  poet  was  not 


of  fuch  value  as  that  I  mould  be  afflict 
ed  at  the  lofs  of  it:  I  found  abun- 
dance of  confolation  in  the  acquain- 
tance of  fome  fmall  officers  of  the 
king,  to  whom  of  late  I  was  ftriclly 
connected  by  a  fnnilitude  of  difpofi- 
tion.  The  greateft  part  of  thefe  new- 
companions  were  people  who  fprung 
I  knew  not  whence,  and  arrived  at 
their  pofts  merely  by  the  happy  influ- 
ence of  their  ftars.  They  had  already 
made  their  fortunes;  and  the  wretches, 
afcribing  to  their  own  merit  the  wealth 
which  had  been  heaped  upon  them  by 
the  bounty  of  the  king,  foreot  them- 
felves  as  well  as  I  did.  We  looked 
upon  ourfelves  as  very  refpeftable  per- 
fonages.  O  Fortune !  how  are  thy* 
favours  ufually  difpenfed  !  The  Stoick, 
Epi&etus  was  certainly  in  the  right, 
when  he  compared  thee  to  a  young 
lady  of  famion  who  proftitutes  herfelf 
to  the  embraces  of  footmen. 
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BOOK      IX. 


CHAP.    I. 

SCIPIO  ADVISES  GIL  BLAS  TO  MAR- 
RY. PROPOSES  THE  DAUGHTER 
OF  A  RICH  AND  NOTED  GOLD- 
SMITH FOR  HIS  WIFE  :  THE 
STEPS  WHICH  WERE  TAKEN  IN 
CONSEQUENCE  OF  THIS  ADVICE. 

NE  evening,  after  the 
company  which  had  flip- 
ped with  me  was  gone, 
feeing  myfelf  alone  with 
Scipio,  I  afked  what  he 
had  done  that  day.  <  A 

*  mafter-piece ! '  he  replied  :  '  I  intend 

*  to  have  you  married   to  the  only 
'  daughter  of  a  goldfmith  of  my  ac- 

*  quaintance.'— '  The  daughter  of  a 

*  goldfmith  !'  cried  I,  with  an  air  of 
difdain  ;  «  haft  thou  loft  thy  fenfes  ? 
<  how  canft  thou  propofe  a  wife  from 
'  the  city  ?     One  who   has  certainly 

*  merit,  and  is  on  a  fure  footing  at 

*  court,  ought  to  entertain  more  ele- 

*  vated  views,  methinks.'— 'How,  Sir!' 
replied  Scipio  ;  «  fure  you  are  not  in 
4  earned :  confider  that  the  male  alone 

*  ennobles  j  and  be  ngt  more  delicate 


*  than  a  thoufand  noblemen,   whofe 
'  names  I  can  mention.  Do  you  know 
'  that  the  heirefs  in  queftion  is  worth 
'  an  hundred  thoufand  ducats  ?  Is  not 
'  this  a  fine  morfel  of  plate  ?*     When 
I  heard  him  talk  of  fuch  around  fum, 
I  became  more  tra6table.     '  I  yield," 
faid  I  to  my  fecretary;  '  the  dowry 

*  determines  me :  when  mall  I  toucli 
«  it  ?' — <  Softly,  Sir,'  he  replied  5  «  a 

*  little  patience :  I  muft  firft  commu- 

*  nicate   the  propofal   to  her  father, 
'  and  obtain  his  confent.'— c  Good  !' 
faid  I,    laughing  heartily  :  «  are  you 
e  ftill  thereabouts  ?    I  find  the  mar  • 
'  riage   is  far  advanced.'  — *  Farther 
'  than  you  imagine,'  anfwered  he  5  *  I 
'  want   only   an  hour's   converfation 
'  with  the  goldfmith,  and  will  anfwer 
'  for  his  confent.    But  before  we  pro- 

*  ceed,  let  us  come  to  a  composition. 
c  ifyoupleafe.  Suppofe  I  procure  for 
'  you  thofe  hundred  thoufand  ducats, 

*  how  many  will  fall  to  my  fhare  ?'— 

*  Twenty  thoufand,'  I  replied.   «  Hea- 

*  ven  be  praifed  !'  faid  he ;  '  I  limit  th« 

*  acknowledgment   to  ten  thoufand  : 
'  for  once,   you    are  more  generous 
'  than  I.     To-morrow  I  will  fet  this 
«  negociation  on  footj  and  you  may 

«  depend 
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'  depend  upon  it's  fuccefs  j  other  wife 

*  I    ;tm   bm  an    afs.'     In    tffr&,  two 
days  after,   he  laid,  *  I   have  fpoke  to 
«  Signior  Gabriel  Salero  the  goldfmith, 

*  and  have  extolled    your   credit  and 

*  your  merit  ib  much,  that  he  liftened 
4  to  the  propof'al  I  made,  of  accepting 

*  you  for  a  ibn-in-law  j  and  you  mall 

*  have  his  daughter,  with  an  hundred 
'  thouland  ducats,  provided  you  can. 

*  make  it  plainly  appear  that  you  are 

*  in  favour  with  the  minifter.* — *  If 
«  that  be  the  cafe,1  anfwered  I  to  Sci- 
pio  ;     *  I   Huill  be  married  very  foon  : 

*  but,  a-propos,    halt  thou    feen   the 
'  girl  ?  is   me  handibinc  ?' —  '  Not  ib 

*  handfome   as  the  dowry,"1  faid   he: 

*  between  you  and  me,  this  ricti  heir- 

*  efs  is  not  a  very  beautiful  creature  ; 
'  but,  luckily,  that  you  don't  mind.1 
•—  *  No,  faith,  my  child/  faid  I;  '  we 
«  courtiers  only  marry  for  the  fake  of 
'  marrying,  and  look   for  beauty  no 

*  where  but  in  the  wives  of  our  friends. 
'  If  it  happens  to  centre  in  our  own, 

*  we  take  fo  little  notice  of  it,  that  it 
«  is  but  juft  in  them  to  puniih  us  for 

*  our  neglecl.' 

'  This  is  not  all,*  refumed  Scipio  j 

*  Signior  Gabriel  invites  you  to  fup- 

*  per  to-night  5  and  we  h?ve  agreed, 

*  that  you  mall  not  talk  of  marriage. 

*  There  will  be  feveral  merchants  of 

*  his  acquaintance  prefent  at  the  en- 
«  tertainment,  where  you  mall  appear 
c  only  as  a  fimplegueft;  and  to-mor- 

*  row  he  will  fup  with  you  in  the  fame 

*  manner.     By  this  you  may  fee  that 

*  he  wants  to  ttudy  your  temper,  be- 
'  fore  he  proceeds  ;  fo  that  you  muft 
'  be  upon  your  guard  before  him.' — 
«  Zooks  !'  faid  1,  with  an  air  of  con- 
fidence ;   *  let  him  examine  me  as  nar- 

*  rowly  as  he  pleafes  j  I  will  lofe  no- 
'  thing  by  his  fcrutiny.' 

All  this  was  punctually  executed  : 
I  repaired  to  the  houle  of  the  gold- 
imith,  who  received  me  as  familiarly 
as  if  we  had  already  vifited  one  another 
feveral  times.  He  was  an  houert  citi- 
*en,  polite  hafta  porjiar  *,  as  the  lay- 
ing is.  He  introduced  me  to  Signiora 
Eug*;iia  his  wife,  and  young  Gabriela 
Jbis  daughter,  to  whom  I  paid  abun- 
dance of  compliments,  without  in- 
fringing the  treaty.  I  faid  a  great 
many  nothings,  in  very  fpccious  words, 
to  the  cuiiom  of  com  tiers. 


Gabriela  (no  difparagement  to  my 
fecretary)  appeared  not  at  all  dif- 
agreeable;  whether  on  account  of  her 
being  richly  drefTed,  or  that  I  looked 
upon  her  through  the  dowry,  I  know 
not.  What  a  fine  houfe  did  Signior 
Gabriel  polTefs  !  I  believe  there  was 
more  filver  in  it  than  in  all  the  mine* 
of  Peru  j  that  metal  prefented  itfelf  to 
the  view,  in  all  corners,  under  a  thou- 
fand  different  fliapes.  Every  room,  and 
that  in  particular  where  we  fupped, 
was  a  perfect  treafure.  What  a  noble 
fpeclaclc  was  this  for  the  eyes  of  a  fon- 
in-law  !  The  old  man,  that  he  might 
do  the  greater  honour  to  his  entertain- 
ment, had  aflembled  five  or  fix  mer- 
chants, perfons  equally  grave  and  te- 
dious :  they  fpoke  of  nothing  but  com- 
merce ;  and  their  difcourfe  might  have 
been  called  a  conference  of  factors,- 
rather  than  the  converfatioa  of  friends 
at  fupper. 

Next  night  I  treated  my  goldfmith 
in  my  turn  j  and  as  it  was  not  in  my 
power  to  dazzle  him  with  plate,  had 
recourfe  to  an  illufion  of  a  different 
kind.  I  invited  to  fupper  thofe  of  my 
friends  who  made  the  beft  figure  at 
court,  and  whom  I  knew  to  be  ambiti- 
ous fellows,  who  fet  no  bounds  to  their 
defires.  Thefe  people  talked  of  nothing 
butpomp,ofiplendidandlucrativepo(ls 
to  whicli  they  afpired;  and  this  had 
it's  effecl:  the  citizen  Gabriel,  con- 
founded by  their  grand  ideas,  found 
himfelf,  in  fpite  of  his  wealth,  a  mean 
mortal  in  comparifon  of  thefe  gentle- 
men. As  for  my  own  part,  affecting 
the  man  of  moderation,  I  faid  I  would 
be  contented  with  a  middling  fortune  5 
twenty  thoufand  ducats  a  year,  or  fo. 
Upon  which,  thefe  greedy  hunters  of 
honpur  and  riches  cried,  1  was  in  the 
wrong :  and  that  a  man  who  (like  me) 
was  beloved  by  the  prime-minilter, 
ought  not  to  reitrift  himfelf  to  fuch  a 
trifle.  The  father-in-law  loft  not  a 
fy  liable  of  what  was  faid,  and  I  thought 
1  obferved  him  very  well  fatisfied  when 
he  retired. 

Scipio  did  not  fail  to  vifit  him  next 
morning,  and  aflc  if  he  was  pleafed 
with  my  behaviour :  *  I  arn  charmed 
«  with  it!'  replied  the  citizen  j  'the 

*  young  man  has  won  my  heart.  But, 

*  Signior  Scipio,'  added  he,  '  I  con- 

*  jure  you,  by  our  old  ac^uuin lance, 
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to  fpeak  fincerely.  We  have  all  our 
different  foibles,  as  you  know  j  tell 
me  that  of  Signior  Santillane  :  is  he 
a  gamefter  ?  is  he  a  rake  ?  What  is  his 
vicious  inclination  ?  Pray,  don't  con- 
ceal it/—*  You  affront  me,  Signior 
Gabriel,  by  aflcing  fuch  a  queilion,' 
eplied  the  mediator :  '  I  am  not  Ib 
much  in.  my  matter's  interefts  as  in 
yours.  If  he  had  any  bad  quality, 
capable  of  making  your  daughter 
unhappy,  do  you  think  I  would 
have  propofed  him  to  you  for  a  fon- 
in-law  ?  No,  faith  !  I  am  too  much 
your  humble  fervant.  But,  between 
you  and  me,  I  know  no  other  fault 
in  him,  but  that  of  having  no  fault. 
He  is  too  modeft  for  a  young  man.' 
— *  So  much  the  better,'  cried  the  gold- 
mith  ;  « I  am  glad  of  it.  Go,  friend  j 
afiure  him  that  he  mall  have  my 
daughter,  whom  I  would  beftow  up- 
on him,  even  if  he  was  not  beloved  by 
the  minilter.' 

My  fecretary  had  no  fooner  inform- 
ed me  of  this  converfation,  than  I 
haftened  to  Salero's  houfe,  to  thank 
him  for  his  condefcenfion.  He  had 
already  declared  his  pleafure  to  his 
wife  and  daughter,  who  gave  me  to 
underftand,  by  their  behaviour  towards 
me,  that  they  fubmitted  to  his  will 
without  reluctance.  I  carried  my  fa- 
ther-in-law, and  prefented  him  to  the 
Duke  of  Lerma,  to  whom  I  had  im- 
parted the  affair  the  preceding  even- 
ing. His  excellency  received  him  very 
courteoufly,  and  autired  him,  that  he 
was  very  glad  he  had  chofen,  for  his 
fon-in-law,  a  man  for  whom  he  had 
fo  much  regard,  and  whom  he  intend- 
ed to  advance.  He  then  enlarged  upon 
my  good  qualities  ;  and,  in  fhort,  fpoke 
fo  well  of  me,  that  honeft  Gabriel 
thought  he  had  met  in  my  worfhip  one 
of  the  beft  matches  in  Spain.  He  was 
fo  overjoyed,  that  the  tear  ftood  in  his 
eye :  he  clafped  me  in  his  arms  at 
parting,  and  laid,  «  My  fon,  1  am  fo 
<  impatient  to  fee  you  Gabriela's  huf- 
'  band,  that  you  fiiall  be  married  in 
*  eight  days  at  fartheft.' 


CHAP.    II. 

GIL  BLAS,  BY  ACCIDENT,  REMEM- 
BERS DON  ALPHONSO  DE  LEYVA, 
AND  DOES  HIM  A  PIECE  OF  SER- 
ViC£  3VT  OF  VANITY. 


THE  order  of  my  hiftory  requires, 
that  I  mould  leave  my  marriage 
for  a  moment,  to  recount  the  fervice 
which  I  did  to  Don  Alphonfo,  my  old 
matter,  whom  I  had  entirely  forgotten, 
till  now  that  I  remembered  him  on 
this  occaiton.  The  government  of 
the  city  of  Valencia  became  vacant ; 
and  when  I  heard  this  piece  of  news, 
I  thought  of  Don  Alphonfo  de  Leyva. 
I  reflected,  that  this  employment  would 
fuit  him  admirably  well ;  and,  not  fo 
much  through  friendship  as  oftenta- 
tion,  refolved  to  alk  it  for  him;  re- 
prefenting  to  rayfelf,  that  if  I  mould 
obtain  the  place,  it  would  do  me  infi- 
nite honour.  Addreffing  myfdf,  there- 
fore, to  the  Duke  of  Lerma,  I  told  him 
that  I  had  been  fteward  to  Don  Caefar 
de  Leyva  and  his  fon ;  and  that  having 
all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  love  ttem, 
I  took  the  liberty  to  beg  the  govern- 
ment of  Valencia  for  either  the  one  or 
the  other.  The  minifter  anfwered, 
«  With  all  my  heart,  Gil  Bias;  I 
c  love  to  fee  thee  grateful  and  gene- 
'  rous.  Befides,  I  efteem  the  family 

*  thou  fpeakeft  of;  the  Leyva's  have 
'  been   always  good  fervants   to  the 
'  king,    and  well   deferve  that  place. 

*  Thou  mayeft  difpofe  of  it  at  thy  own 

*  pleafure  :  I  give  it  thee  for  a  nup- 
'  tial  prefent." 

Ravifhed  with  my  fuccefs,  I  vvenr, 
without  lofs  of  time,  and  defired  Cal- 
derona  to  make  out  letters -patent  for 
Don  Alphonfo.  There  I  found  a  great 
number  of  people  attending,  inrefpeft- 
ful  filence,  until  Rodrigo  fliould  give 
them  audience ;  and  prelling  through 
the  crowd,  I  prefented  myfelf  at  the 
door  of  his  clofet,  which  was  imme- 
diately opened,  and  difplayed  a  mul- 
titude of  knights,  commanders,  and 
other  people  of  confequence,  whom 
Calderona  heard  in  their  turns.  His 
different  behaviour  to  different  peo- 
ple was  very  remarkable  :  he  received 
fome  with  a  flight  inclination  of  his 
head  only  j  others  he  honoured  with  a 
bow,  and  conducted  them  to  his  clofet- 
door.  He  put  (to  ufe  the  expreffion) 
different  flndes  of  confederation  in  the 
civilities  he  (hewed.  On  one  hand,  I 
perceived  fome  cavaliers,  who,  (hocked 
at  the  little  regard  he  paid  to  them, 
curfed  in  their  hearts  the  nectflity  that 
compelled  them  to  cringe  to  iuch  a 
fellow.  On  the  contrary,  I  obferved 
others,  who  laughed  within  themlclves 
O  o  at 
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at  his  ridiculous  and  fclf-fufficient  de- 
portment.    Though  I   made  all 
fine  obfervations,    I  was  not  capable 
of  profiting  by  them  ;   *o> 
home  juil  in   the  lame   manner,  and 
little  minded  whether  my  haughty  car- 
riage was  blamed  or  approved,  provid- 
ed it  commanded  refpeci. 

Don  Rodrigo  having,  by  chance,  caft 

^n   me,    hillily   quitted    a 

horn  he  was  fpeaking, 

and    coming  up,    embraced  me    with 

dtmonitrations  of  friendfliip  that  iur- 

prized  me  not  a  little.     «  Ah,  my  dear 

4  colleague!'  cried    he  j  'what  affair 

'  procures  me  the  pleasure  of  feeing 

*  you  here  ?      Is  there  any  thing    in 

*  which  1  can  ferve  you?'     I  told  him 
the  caufe  of  my  vifit ;  and  he  aflured 
me  in  the  moft  obliging  terms,  that 
what.  I  wanted  fhould  be  done  by  the 
fame  hour  next  day.     He  did  not  li- 
mit his  politenefs  to  this,  but  conduct- 
ed   me   as  far  as  the  door  of  his  anti- 
chamber,  whither  he  never  ufed  to  go 
except  with  grandees,  and  there  em- 
braced me  anew. 

'  What  is  the  meaning  of  all  this 
civility  F  faid  I  to  myfelf,  going  out  j 
what  can  it  forebode?     Sure  Calde- 
rona  meditates  my  ruin.    Perhaps  he 
is  defirous  of  gaining  my  friendmipj 
or,  feeling  his  favour  on  the  decline, 
cultivates  me  with  a  view  of  engag- 
ing my   interceffion  witli  our  patron 
in  his  behalf.'    I  did  not  know  which 
of  thel'e  conjectures   I  mould  adopt. 
Next  day,  when  I  returned,  he  treated 
me  in  the  fame  manner,loading,me  with 
civility  and  carefies.     True,  indeed, 
he  bated  a  great  deal  of  that  politenefs 
in  his  reception  of  other  people  who 
came  to  fpeak  with  him.  He  was  blunt 
with  fome,  cold  with  others,  and  dif- 
obliging  to  everybody  :  but  all  of  them 
were  lum'ciently  revenged  by  an  adven- 
ture which  happened,  and  which  I  ought 
rot  to  pafs  over  in  filence.     This  will 
be  an  advice  to  the  reader,    for   thofe 
clerks  and  fecretaries  who  fhall  read  it. 


A  man  in  a  very  plain  drefs,  arfd 
who  did  not  at  all  appear  what  he  was, 
approached   Calderona,   and  fpoke  to 
him  of  a  certain  memorial,  which  he 
laid   he  had  prefented  to  the  Duke  of 
Lerma.     Don  Rodrigo,  who  did  not 
even  look  at  the  cavalier,  faid  to  him, 
in  a  furly  tone,  '  What  is  your  name, 
friend  ?'— *  I  was  called  Francillo  in 
my  infancy/    replied   the    cavalier, 
-ery  coolly  j   *  fmce  that  time  I   have 
had  the  appellation  of  Don  Francifco 
de  Zuniga*  $  and,    at  prefent,   my 
name  is  the  Count  de  Pedrofo.1    Cal- 
derona, aftonifhed  at  thefe  words,  and 
finding  that  he  had  to  do  with  a  man 
of  the  nrft  quality,  endeavoured  to  ex- 
cufe   himfelf.     •  Signior,'   faid   he  to 
the  count,  '  I  beg  pardon,  if  not  know- 
ing you — '     '  I  want  none   of  thy 
excufes/    faid  Francillo,   with  dif- 
dainj    «    I   defpife    thy   apologies    as 
much  as  thy  incivility.    Know,  that 
a  minifter's  Secretary  ought  to  receive 
all  forts  of  people  with  good  manners. 
Thou  mayeft,  if  thou  wilt,  be  vam 
enough  to  look  upon  thyfeif  as  thy 
mailer's  deputy;    but  don't  forget 
that  thou  art  only  his  valet.* 
Though  the  haughty  Don  Rodrigo 
was  very  much  mortified  at  this   in- 
cident, he  did  not  become  a  whit  more 
affable.     As  for  my  part,  I  marked 
this  ftroke,  and  refolved  to  take  care 
howl  behaved  to  people  in  giving  au- 
dience, and  never  to  be  iniblent  but 
with  mutes.     As  Don  Alphonfo's  pa- 
tent was  expedited,  I  carried  it  away, 
and  fent  it  by  an  exprefs  to  that  young 
nobleman,  with  a  letter  frona  the  Duke 
of  Lerma,  in  which  his  excellency  in- 
formed him,  that  the  king  had  named 
him  to  the  government  of  Valencia  f. 
I  took  no  notice  of  the  (hare  I  hud  in  ' 
this    nomination  ;    I  would  not  even 
write  ;  pleafing  myfelf  with  the  hope  of 
telling  him   by  word  of  mouth,  and 
of  furprizing  him  agreeably,  when  he 
fhould  come  to  court,  to  take  the  oaths 
for  his  employment. 


*  Zuniga,  one  of  the  moft  ancient  families  of  Caftile. 

•f-  Valencia,  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  the  fame  name,*on  the  River  Turio. 

_    /»  /•  t_  i  •  n  i    i-      _  .    -  rr*          i  i     _        i.*    fL :    £t „!  (1+ 


it  :* 


the  fee  of  an  archbifliop,  and  has  an  univerfity.     Trade  and  manufactures  flouriih 

the  principal  of  the  latter  is  that  of  filk,  which  the  women  and  children  fpin  before  thnr 

houlss.     They  export  large  quantities  of  wine,  oil,  and  fruit  j  and  the  inhabitant 

an  ea'fy  and  agreeable  conversation,  without  any  of  that  ftifthefs  obk'rvablc  in  the  rc/Vot 

Spain  ;  and,  on  the  whole,  the  place  is  fo  agreeable  as  to  have  obtained  ihu  name  of  VA- 

lenaa  la  ktrmofe')  Valencia  the  beautiful* 

c  ir  X  P. 
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CHAP.    III. 

THE  PREPARATIONS  FOR  THE 
MARRIAGE  OF  GIL  BLAS,  AND 
THE  GREAT  EVENT  THAT  REN- 
DERED THEM  USELESS. 

LET  us  return  to  my  fair  Gabriela, 
whom  I  was  to  marry  in  eight 
days.  Both  parties  prepared  for  the 
ceremony ;  Salero  took  off  rich  cloatlis 
for  the  bride ;  and  I  hired  a  chamber- 
maid, a  page,  and  an  old  fquire,  for 
her  attendants.  All  this  was  ordered 
by  Scipio,  who  waited  even  more  im- 
patiently than  I  for  the  day  on  which 
the  dowry  was  to  be  paid. 

On  the  evening  preceding  that  day 
fo  much  defired,  I  fupped  at  the  houfe 
of  my  father-in-law,  with  uncles, 
aunts,  male  and  female  coufins,  and 
pla-yedthe  part  of  an  hypocritical  fon- 
in-law  to  great  perfection.  I  fhewed 
great  refpecl  to  the  goldimith  and  his 
wife,  acleci  the  paflionate  lover  to  Ga- 
briela, and  behaved  very  courteoufly 
to  the  whole  family,  to  whole  flat  dif- 
courfe  and  cit-Hke  obfervations  I  pa- 
tiently liftened.  Accordingly,  at  the 
price  of  my  patience,  I  had  the  good 
fortune  to  pleafe  all  the  relations. 
There  was  not  one  among  them  who 
did  not  feern  glad  of  my  alliance. 

The  repaft  being  ended,  the  com- 
pany removed  into  a  great  hall,  where 
we  were  regaled  with  a  concert  of  vocal 
and  inftrumental  mufick,  which  was 
not  ill  executed,  although  they  had 
not  chofen  the  beft  hands  in  Madrid. 
Several  gay  airs,  with  which  our  ears 
were  agreeably  entertained,  put  us  all 
in  fuch  good-humour,  that  we  began 
to  form  country-dances.  God  knows 
how  we  performed,  iince  I  was  taken 
for  a  difciple  of  Terpfichore  j  though  I 
had  no  other  principles  of  that  art  than 
two  or  three  leflbns  which  I  received 
from  a  coxcomb  of  a  dancing-mafter, 
who  came  to  teach  the  pages  when  I  lived 
with  the  Marchionefs  of  .Chaves.  After 
we  had  fufficiently  diverted  ourfelves,  it 
being  time  for  each  to  think  of  retiring, 
J  was  very  prodigal  of  my  hugs  and 


bows.  '  Adieu,  my  font*  faid  Salero, 
embracing  me  j  «  I  will  wait  on  you 
'  to-morrow  morning  with  the  dowry 
•  in  good  gold.' — *  My  dear  father1/ 
I  replied,  «  you  mail  be  very  welcome.* 
Then  wifhing  the  family  good  night, 
I  got  into  the  coach  that  waited  for 
me'at  the  gate,  and  drove  homewards. 

I  was  fcarce  two  hundred  paces  from 
Signior  Gabriel's  houfe,  when  fifteen  or 
twenty  men,  fome  a  horfeback,  others 
a-foot,  armed  with  fwords  and  car- 
bines, furrounded  the  coach,  and  flop- 
ped it,  crying,  *  In  the  king's  name!* 
They  made  me  come  out  in  a  hurry, 
and  threw  me  into  apoft-chaife,  where 
the  chief  of  thefe  cavaliers  mounting 
along  with  me,  bid  the  driver  proceed 
for  Segovia.  I  foon  guefled  that  my 
fellow-traveller  was  an  honeft  alguazil, 
whom  I  queftioned  about  the  caufe  of 
my  imprifonment.  But  he  anfwered 
in  the  ufual  tone  of  thofe  gentlemen, 
that  is,  in  a  brutal  manner,  that  he  was 
not  obliged  to  tell  me  any  thing  of  the 
matter.  I  obferved,  that  perhaps  he 
might  be  miftaken  in  his  man.  *  No, 
no,'  faid  he }  'I  know  my  bufinefs 
better.  You  are  Signior  de  Santil- 
lane  ;  and  you  I  have  orders  to  con- 
duel  to  the  place  for  which  we  are 
bound.'  Having  nothing  to  reply; 
I  reiblved  to  hold  my  tongue.  We 
travelled  all  the  reft  of  the  night,  a- 
long.Manc<anarez,  in  profound  filence, 
changed  horfcs  at  Colmenar,  and  ar- 
rived in  the  evening  at  Segovia  *,  where 
I  was  locked  up  in  the  tower. 


CHAP.     IV. 

THE  TREATMENT  OF  GIL  BLAS 
IN  THE  TOWER  OF  SEGOVIA, 
AND  THE  MANNER  IN  WHICH  HE 
LEARNED  THE  CAUSE  OF  HIS 
IMPRISONMENT. 

THEY  began  with  putting  me  in- 
to a  dungeon,  where  I  was  left 
upon  draw,  like  a  malefactor  worthy  of 
death.  Here  I  parted  the  night,  not  in 
deploring  my  condition,  for  as  yet  I 
had  not  perceived  the  whole  of  my  mif- 


*  Segovia,  a  city  of  Old  Caftile  in  Spain,  fituated  on  the  River  Trio,  over  which  is  a 
noble  aqueduct  built  by  Trajan.  The  principal  mint  of  Spain  is  fixed  in  this  city  5  and 
the  woollen  manufacture  here  is  the  beft  in  all  Spain.  It  is  encompaffed  with  ftrong  wails, 
adorned  with  lofty  towers.  Here  is  alfo  a  fampus  univerlity  and  biilioprick*  It  lies  thir- 
ika  north  of  Madrid. 

O  o  a  fortune^, 
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fortune,  but  in  talking  my  remem- 
brance to  find  out  the  caufe  of  my  im- 
prifonment.  I  did  not  doubt  that  it 
was  the  work  of  Calderona ;  neverthe- 
lefs,  though  I  fufpefted  that  he  had 
difcovered  the  whole,  I  could  not  con- 
ceive how  he  had  prevailed  upon  the 
Duke  of  Lerma  to  treat  me  fo  cruelly. 
Sometimes  I  imagined  that  I  had  been 
arreiled  without  the  knowledge  of  his 
excellency  j  and  fometimes  I  thought 
that  he  himfeif  was  the  caufe  of  my 
misfortune,  tor  fome  political  reafons 
that  often  induce  minilters  to  uie  their 
favourites  in  this  manner. 
.  I  was  ftrongly  agitated  by  thefe  dif- 
ferent conjectures,  when  the  light  of 
day,  penetrating  through  a  little  grate, 
prefented  to  my  view  the  horror  of  the 
place  in  which  I  was.  I  then  grieved 
without  moderation,  and  my  eyes  be- 
came two  fources  of  tears,  which  the 
remembrance  of  my  piofperity  render- 
ed inexhauftible.  While  I  abandoned 
my  it  if  to  my  forrow,  a  turnkey  came 
into  my  dungeon,  with  a  loaf  and  a 
pitcher  of  water,  for  the  day's  allow- 
ance. He  looked  at  me,  andobferving 
that  my  face  was  bathed  in  tears,  gaoler 
as  he  was,  felt  an  emotion  of  pity.  *  Sig- 
niorPrifoner,'  faidhe,  *  don't  defpair: 
you  muft  notbefofenfibleof  thevicif- 
n'tudesof  life;  you  areyoung,  ami-will 
fee  better  days.  Meanwhile,  eat  the 
king's  allowance  with  a  good  grace.' 
My  comforter  went  out  when  he  had 
pronounced  thefe  words,  to  which  I 
made  no  anfvver  but  by  groans  and  la- 
mentations. I  fpent  the  whole  day  in 
curling  my  fate,  without  thinking  of 
doing  honour  to  my  provifion,  which, 
to  me,  in  my  prefent  fjtuation,  ftemed 
not  fo  much  a  prefent  of  the  king's 
bounty,  as  the  erfeft  cf  his  rage  ;  fjnce 
it  ferved  rather  to  prolong  than  afTuage 
the  pains  of  the  unhappy.  , 

Night,  in  the  mean  time1,  arrived,  and 
immediately  a  great  nolle  of  keys  at- 
tracted my  attention.    The  door  of  my 
dungeon  opened;  and  a  moment  after,  a 
man  entering  with  a  candle  in  his  hand, 
approached  me,  faying,  *  Senior  Gil 
Bias,  behold  one  of  your  old  friends. 
I  am  that 'Dun  Andrea  de  Torde- 
iilias  who  lived  with  you  at  Grena- 
da, and  was  gentleman  to  the  arch- 
;.,  while  you  was  in  favour  with 
that    nrtlate.     You   defire:!    him,  if 
•ay  lemember,    to  employ  his 
l-Hciii  m  .::>  behalf,  and  by  his  in- 


tereft  I  was  named  for  an  employ- 
ment in  Mexico :  but,  inftead  of  em- 
barking for  the  Indies,  I  ftopped  in 
the  city  of  Alicant,  where  I  married 
the  daughter  of  him  who  command- 
ed the  caftle,  and  by  a  train  of  ad- 
ventures which  I  (hall  recount  to  you 
by  and  by,  I  am  now  become  keeper 
of  the  tower  of  Segovia.  I  have  ex- 
prefs  orders  to  keep  you  from  the 
Ipeech  o/  every  living  foul,  to  make 
you  lie  upon  Itraw,  and  live  upon 
bread  and  water  only.  But  I  have 
too  much  humanity  not  to  pity  your 
misfortune:  befides,  you  have  done 
me  fervice;  and  my  gratitude  pre- 
vails over  the  orders  which  I  have 
received.  Far  from  being  the  Jn- 
ftrument  of  that  cruelty  which  they 
would  exercife  upon  you,  I  intend 
to  foften  the  rigour  of  your  fate. 
*  Get  up,  and  follow  me.' 

Although  Mr.  Keeper  well  deferved 
my  thanks,  my  underftanding  was  fo 
much  diftuibed,  that  I  could  not  an- 
fwer  one  word.     I  did  not  fail,  how- 
ever, to  follow  him,  through  a  court, 
and  up  a  narrow  flair,  to  a  fmall  room, 
quite  a-top  of  the  tower.     I  was  not  a 
little   furprized,   when    I  entered   this 
chamber,  to  fee  two  lights  burning  in 
brazen  candlefticks,  and  two  handfome 
covers  on  a  table.  '  The  victuals  will  be 
prelently  brought,'  faid  Tordefillasj 
and  we  will  fup  here  together.  I  have 
deftined  this  retreat  for  your  lodg- 
ing, where  you  will  live  much  more 
comfortably  than  in  your  dungeon. 
You  will  fee  from  your  window  the 
flowery  banks  of  theErema,  and  the 
delightful  valley  which  extends  from 
the  feet  of  the  mountains  that  fepa- 
rate  the  two  Caftiles,  as  far  as  Coca. 
I  know  that  at  firft  you  will  not  be 
very  fenfible  of  fuch  a  fine  profpeft; 
but  when  the  violence  of  your  grief 
(hall  be  mellowed  by  time  into  a  foft 
melancholy,  you  will  take  pleafure 
in   making  an  excurfion  with  your 
eyes  over  fuch  agreeable  objects.  Be- 
ficles,  you  may  be  allured  of  being 
well  provided  in  linen,  and  other ne- 
C'.-rT.u-ies  beriting  a  t^entle.nan  of  de- 
licacy and  tafte.  Moreover,  you  (hall 
have  a  good   bed,  comfortable  diet, 
and  be  furnifhed  with  as  many  books 
as  you  chufe   to  read.     In  a  word, 
you  (hall  be  as  well  treated  as  a  pri- 
ibner  can  be.' 

Finding  myfelf  a  little  eaied  by  fuch 
obliging 
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obliging  offers,  I  took  courage,  gave 
my  gaoler  a  thoufand  thanks,  told  him 
that  he  recalled  me  to  life  by  his  gene- 
rous behaviour,  and  that  I  wifhed  I 
might  ever  again  have  an  opportunity 
of  mewing  my  gratitude.  *  And  why 

*  not   have  an  opportunity  r    he  re* 
plied.     <  Do  you  think  you  have  loft 

*  your  liberty  for  ever  ?  You  are  mif- 
«  taken  j  and  I  dare  allure  you,  that  you 

*  will  be  quit  for  a  few  months  im- 

*  prifonment.' — «  What  fay  you,  Sig- 

*  nior  Don  Andrea  !'  cried  I;  '  it  fcems 
'  then  you  know  the  caufe  of  my  mif- 
'  fortune.' — *  I  confefs,'  faid  he,  «  I 
'  am  not  ignorant  of  the  affair.     The 
f  alguazil,   who   brought  you  hither, 
'  imparted   the  fecret   to  me  j  and  I 
'  mall  now  reveal  it. 

*  He  told  me,  that  the  king,  being 
'  informed  of  your  having,  in  concert 
'  with  the  Count  de  Lemos,  carried  the 

*  Prince  of  Spain  to  the  houfe  of  a  fu- 
'  fpe&ed  lady,  had,  to  punilh  you  both, 
'  exiled  the  count,  and  lent  you  to  the 
'  tower  of  Segovia,  to  be  treated  with 
«  all  the  rigour  which  you  have  expe- 
«  rienced  fince  your  arrival/ — 'And 
'  how,'  faid  I,  '  did  this  affair  come 
«  to  the  knowledge  of  the  king  ?  it  is 

*  that   circumrtance  in    particular  of 
«  which    I  want    to    be   informed.'— 

*  And  that  circumftance,'    he  replied, 
'  is  what  I  could  not  learn  from  the 
<  alguazil,  who  in  all  likelihood  is  him- 
«  felf  ignorant  of  the  matter.' 

Here  our  conversation  was  interrupt- 
ed by  the  entrance  of  feveral  valets, 
who  brought  up  fupper.  They  put 
upon  the  table  fome  bread,  two  cups, 
two  bottles,  and  three  large  dimes,  in 
one  of  which  there  was  a  ragout  of 
hare,  with  plenty  of  onions,  oil,  and 
faffron  }  an  olla  podrida  *  in  another; 
^.nd  the  third  contained  a  turkey- powt 
on  a  marmalade  of  berengena  f .  When 
Tordefillas  law  that  we  had  every 
thing  we  wanted,  he  fent  away  his 
fervants,  not  caring  that  they  fliould 
overhear  our  difcourfe ;  and  having 
locked  the  door,  we  fate  down  at  table 
oppofite  to  one  another.  *  Let  us  be- 
«  gin,"  faid  he,  «  with  what  is  moft 
'  needful.  You  muft  have  a- good  ap- 
'  petite,  after  a  faft  of  two  days.'  So 
faying,  he  loaded  my  plate  with  vie- 


tuals,   imagining  that  he  ferved  one 
half  ftarvcd  j'  and  really  he  had  reafoift 
to  think  I  would  (luff  myfelf  with  his 
ragouts.     Neverthelefs,  I  baulked  hi$ 
expe&atlon  j  and  how  much  foevermf 
condition    required  food,  I  could  not 
fwallow  a  morfel ;  fo  much  did  I  take 
to  heart  my  prelent  fituation.    To  dif- 
pel  the  cruel  images  which  inceflantljr 
afflicted  me,  my  keeper  in    vain  ex- 
horted me  to  drink,  by  extolling  the 
excellency  of  his  wine.    Had  he  given 
me  neclar,  I  Ihould  have  drank  it  with- 
out pleafure    at  that  time.     He  per- 
ceived my  chagrin,  and  changing  his 
battery,  began  to  recount,  in  a  plea- 
fant  manner,  the  hiftory  of  his  own, 
marriage.     But  I  heard  his  narration 
with  fuch  abfence  of  thought,  that, 
when  it  was  ended,  I  could  not  have 
repeated   one  word  of  what  he  faid. 
He  concluded,  that  he  undertook  too 
much,  in  attempting  to  divert  my  for- 
row  that  evening  j    and  when  fupper 
was  over,  got  up,    faying,    *  Signior 
de  Santillane,  I  will  leave   you    to 
your  repofe,  or- rather,    to  mufe  at 
leifure  upon  your  misfortune.  But, 
I  repeat  it  again,  it  will  not  be  of 
long  duration  :  the  king  is  naturally 
good;    when  his  wrath  iubfides,  and 
he  (hall  reflect  upon  the  deplorable 
fituation  in  which  he  believes  you  to 
be,    he  will  think   you  furficiently 
punifhed.'     So  laying,  Mr.  Keeper 
went  down  flairs,  and  lent  up  his  ler- 
vants  to  uncover  the  table.  They  car- 
ried off  every  thing,  even  to  the  can- 
dles, and  I  went  to  bed  by  the  melan- 
choly light  of  a  lamp  that  was  fed  to 
the  wall. 


CHAP.    V. 

HIS  REFLECTIONS  BEFORE  HE 
WENT  TO  SLEEP,  AND  AN  AC- 
COUNT OF  THE  NOISE  THAT 
WAKED  HIM. 

I  Spent  two  hour?  at  leaft  in  reflect- 
ing upon  what  Tordelilias  had  told 
me.     *  I  am  confined  here  then,'  faid 
I  to  myfelf,  '  for  having  contributed 

*  to  the  pleafures  of  the  heir-apparent. 

*  How  imprudent  was  I,  in  doing  fer- 


*  Olla  pcdriday  adiin  compofed  of  all  forts  of  food. 
-J-  Bcrengcr.j,  a  fruit  growi::ij  like  a  cucamber,  and  uf< 


ufed  like  French   brans,   with 


vices 
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vices  of  that  kind  to  fo  young  a 
prince;  for  his  tender  years  alone 
make  me  guilty!  Had  he  been  in  a 
more  advanced  age,  the  king  would, 
perhaps,  have  laughed  at  that  which 
now  incenies  him  fo  much.  But 
who  can  have  given  fuch  a  piece  of 
information  to  that  monarch,  with- 
out fearing  the  refentment  of  the 
prince,  or  that  of  the  Duke  of  Ler- 
ma,  who  will,  doubtlefs,  revenge  his 
nephew  the  Count  de  Lemos  ?  How 
then  has  the  king  difcoVeredit  ?  that 
I  cannot  comprehend.' 
Hither  my  doubts  always  returned. 
The  idea,  however,  that  afflicted  me 
inoft,  that  drove  me  to  defpair,  and 
from  which  my  mind  could  not  de- 
tach itfelf,  was  the  pillage  to  which  I 
concluded  my  effects  had  been  aban- 
doned. '  My  ftrong  box  !'  cried  I;  '  my 
dear  riches,  what  is  become  of  you! 
into  whofe  hands  are  you  fallen  ? 
Alas  !  I  have  loft  you,  even  in  lefs 
time  than  that  in  which  you  were 
amafled  !'  I  painted  to  myfelf  the 
diforder  that  muft  then  reign  in  my 
fcoufe;  and,  on  that  lubject,  made  re- 
flections, every  one  more  melancholy 
than  another.  The  confufion  of  lo 
many  different  thoughts  threw  me  into 
an  opprefTion  that  became  favourable  ; 
and  fleep,  which  had  avoided  me  the 
preceding  night,  flied  his  influence  over 
my  fenfes.  To  this  the  goodnefs  of 
the  bed,  the  fatigue  which  I  had  un- 
dergone, as  well  as  the  vapours  of  the 
victuals  and  wine,  contributed.  I  en- 
joyed a  profound  fleep  ;  and,  probably, 
the  dny  would  have  furprized  me  in 
this  condition,  had  I  not  been  waked 
all  of  a  fudden  by  a  noife  pretty  ex- 
traordinary for  a  prilbn.  I  heard  the 
found  of  a  guittar,  accompanied  with 
a  man's  voice.  I  Jiftened  with  atten- 
tion, and,  hearing  no  more,  be- 
lieved it  was  a  dream  :  but,  in  a  mo- 
ment, my  ear  was  fh  uck  again  with 
the  found  of  the  inftrument,  and  the 
fume  voice,  which  fung  the  following 
veiies. 

Ay  de  mi  !  un  ano  fdlce 
Parece  un  foplo  ligero  j 
¥  ere  Jin  dicba  un  inftante 
£s  un  Jiglo  te  tor  men  to  *. 


My  forrow  was  encreafed  by  this? 
couplet,  which  feemed  to  have  been 
made  on  purpofe  for  me.  '  I  have  but 
<  too  well  experienced  the  truth  of 
'  thefe  words,*  faid  I :  «  methinks  the 
'  feafon  of  my  profperity  pafled  away 
«  very  foon,  and  that  I  have  been  al- 
'  ready  a  whole  age  in  prifon.*  I  re- 
lapfed  into  a  terrible  reverie,  and  be- 
gan again  to  deplore  my  fate,  as  if  I 
had  taken  pleafure  in  the  taflc.  My 
lamentations,  however,  ended  with  the 
night  ;  and  the  firft  rays  of  the  fun, 
with  whicn  my  chamber  was  enlight- 
ened, a  little  calmed  my  difquiet.  I 
got  up  to  air  my  room,  by  opening 
the  window,  and  furveyed  the  coun- 
try, of  which  I  remembered  Mr.  Keep- 
er had  given  fuch  a  fine  defcription. 
But  I  could  find  nothing  to  juftify 
what  he  had  faid ;  the  Erema,  which 
I  imagined  was  at  leaft  equal  to  the 
Tagus,  appeared  to  be  no  more  than 
a  rivulet,  it's  flowery  banks  were  be- 
decked with  the  r.ettle  and  thiftle  only, 
and  the  pretended  delightful  valley  pre- 
fented  nothing  to  my  view  but  lands 
for  the  moft  part  barren  and  unculti- 
vated. Probably,  I  was  not  yet  ar- 
rived at  that  fweet  melancholy,  which 
made  things  appear  otherwife  than  I 
beheld  them  at  that  time. 

I  began  to  put  on  my  cloaths,  and 
was  already  half  drafted,  when  Tor- 
defillas  came  in,  followed  by  an  old 
woman  fervant,  who  brought  mirts  and 
towels  for  my  ufe.  '  Signior  Gil  Bias,* 
faid  he,  <  here  is  linen  :   don't  be  fru- 
gal of  it ;  for  I  mail  take  care  to  let 
you  have  as  much  as  you  can  ufe. 
Well,'  added  he;  '  how  did  you  pafs 
the  night  ?  were  your  ibrrows  fu- 
fpended  for  a  few  moments  by  fleep  ?' 
— «  I  fhould  have  flept,  perhaps,  till 
'  now,'  anfwered   I,  «  had  I  not  been 
awaked  by  a  voice  accompanied  by 
a  guittar.' — <  The  cavalier  who  has 
diiturbed  your  repofe,'  faid  he,  «  is 
a  ftate-prilbner,   whole  chamber  is 
contiguous  to  yours.  He  is  a  knight 
of  the  military  order  of  Calatrava, 
and   has  a  very  amiable  character  : 
his  same  is  Don  Gafton  de  Cogol- 
los.     You  may,  if  you  pleafe,  vifit 
and  eat  with  one  another.  You  will 
find  a  mutual  coniolation  in    each 


*  Alas  !  a  year  of    '  afurc  rates  Jikr  a  fleetin5  breeze  j  but  a  moment  of  misfortune 

-ain.. 

4  other'* 
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11  other's  acquaintance,  which  will  be 
*  very  agreeable  to  both/ 

I  aflured  Don  Andrea  that  I  was 
extremely  fenfible  of  his  kindnefs  in 
permitting  me  to  unite  my  grief  with 
that  of  the  cavalier }  and  as  I  exprefled 
fome  impatience  to  be  acquainted  with 
that  companion  in  misfortune,  our 
obliging  keeper  procured  me  the  plea- 
fure  that  very  day  j  and  carried  me  to 
dinner  with  Don  Gafton,  who  fur- 
prized  me  with  his  beauty  and  fine 
mape.  You  may  judge  what  he  muft 
be,  to  make  fuch  a  ftrong  impreflion 
upon  eyes  accuftomed  to  behold  the 
moft  mining  youth  at  court.  Imagine 
to  yourfelf  a  man  made  for  love,  one 
of  thofe  heroes  of  romance,  who,  by 
fhewing  themfelves  onlyp  could  rob 
princeffes  of  their  reft.  Add  to  this, 
that  Nature,  which  ufually  deals  out 
her  gifts  fparingty,  had  endued  Co- 
gollos  with  a  great  deal  of  underftand- 
ing  and  valour  j  fo  that  he  was  a  per- 
fect cavalier. 

If  I  was  charmed  by  this  knight,  I 
had  alfo  the  good  fortune  to  be  agree- 
able to  him.  He  no  more  lung  in  the 
night,  for  fear  of  incommoding  me, 
notwithstanding  my  entreaties  that  he 
would  not  conltrain  himfelf  on  my  ac- 
count. An  intimacy  is  foon  contracted 
between  two  perfons  oppreffed  by  mis- 
fortune. A  tender  friendfliip  was  the 
immediatejconfequenceof  our  acquain- 
tance, and  became  ftronger  and  ftronger 
every  day.  The  liberty  we  enjoyed  of 
converting  together  when  we  pleafed, 
was  very  uleful  to  us  both ;  fmce,  by 
our  difcourfe,  we  aided  one  another, 
reciprocally,  to  bear  our  misfortunes 
with  patience. 

One  afternoon,  entering  his  room, 

juft  as  he  was  going  to  play  on  his 

guittar,    that    I  might  hear  him  the 

more  conveniently,  I   fate  down  on  a 

ftool,  which  was  all  the  feat  he  had  j 

and  he  placing  himfelf  on  his  bed's 

feet,  played  a  very  moving  air,    and 

fung  words  to  it,  which  exprefled  the 

defpair  to  which  the  cruelty  of  a  lady 

reduced  her  lover.  When  he  had  done, 

I  faid  to  him,  with  a  fmile,  *  Signior 

Knight,  thefe  are  words  which  you 

was  never  obliged  to  employ  in  your 

amours  :  you  are  too  accompli  Hied 

to  find  the  women  cruel.' — «  You 

have  too  good  an  opinion  of  me,' 

he  replied ;   *  I  compofed,  in  my  own 

«•  behalf,  the  verfes  which  you  have 
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heard,  to  foften  a  heart  which  I  be- 
lieved harder  than  diamond,  and 
move  to  companion  a  lady  who  treat- 
ed me  with  extreme  rigour.  1  muft 
entertain  you  with  that  ftory,  by 
which  you  will  alfo  learn  the  caufe 
of  my  misfortune. 


CHAP.    VI. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  DON  GASTON  DE 
COGOLLOS,  AND  DONNA  HELENA 
DE  GALISTEO. 


much  lefs  than  four  years 
ago,  I  fet  out  from.  Madrid 
for  Coria,  to  vifit  Donna  Eleonora 
de  Laxarilla,  my  aunt,  one  of  the 
richeft  widows  in  Old  Caftile,  whofe 
heir  I  am.  I  was  no  fooner  arrived 
at  her  houfe,  than  love  began  to  in- 
vade my  repofe.  The  windows  of 
my  apartment  faced  the  lattices  of  a 
lady  who  lived  oppofite  to  my  aunt's 
houfe  j  and  I  could  eafily  perceive 
her,  by  the  affiftance  of  the  width  of 
her  grates,  and  the  narrownefs  of 
the  ftreet.  I  did  not  neglect  the  op- 
portunity ;  and  found  my  neighbour 
fo  handfome,  that  I  was  enchanted 
at  once.  I  exprefled  my  paffion  fo 
plainly,  by  my  eyes,  that  (he  could 
not  be  miltaken.  She  perceived  it 
accordingly  j  but  was  not  at  all  dif- 
pofed  to  pride  herfelf  in  the  difco- 
-very,  and  ftill  lefs  to  anivver  my  co- 
quetries. 

'  I  made  enquiries  about  this  dange- 
rous perfon  who  captivated  hearts  fo 
fuddenly  j  and  learned  that  her  name 
was  Donna  Helena  ;  that  fhe  was  the 
only  daughter  of  Don  George  de  Ga- 
lilteft,  who  poilefled  a  rich  manor  a 
few  leagues  from  Coria  j  that  many 
matches  had  been  in  her  offer  j  but 
her  father  rejected  them  all,  becaufe 
he  was  reiblved  to  give  her  in  mar- 
riage to  his  nephew  Don  Auguftine 
de  Olighera,  who,  in  the  mean  time, 
had  the  privilege  of  feeing  and  cc*i- 
verfing  with  his  coufin  every  day. 
I  was  not  tiilcouraged  by  this  piece 
of  information  ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
inflarrred  my  pailion  j  and  the  proud 
pleafureof  fupplantmg  a  beloved  ri- 
val excited  in?,  perhaps,  even  more 
than  my  love,  to  puifue  my"  point. 
I  continued,  then,  toaddiefs  Helena 
<  with  the  moil  pailionate  looks  :  I 

*  iup- 
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*  fupplicated   her  maid  Felicia  in  the 

*  fame  language,  in  order  to  implore 
4  her  afTiliance.     I  even  talked  on  my 

*  fingers  :  but  thefe  gallantries  were 

*  of  no  ufe.     I  made  as  little  impref- 

*  fion  on  the  maid  as  on  her  miftrefs  j 

*  they  leemed  equally  cruel  and  inac- 
«  ceflible. 

*  Since  they  refufed  to  anfwer  the 

*  language  of  my  eyes,  I  had  recoiirfe 

*  to  other  interpreters  ;  and  let  people 

*  to  work,  to  ciifcover  what  acquain- 

*  tances  Felicia  had   in  town.     They 

*  got  notice,  that  an  old  gentlewoman, 

*  called  Theodora,  was  her  belt  friend, 

*  and  that  they  often  vifited  one  ano- 
'  ther.     Overjoyed   at  this   difcovtry, 

*  I  went  to  Theodora  in  perfon,  and, 

*  by  prefents,  engaged  her  in  my  in- 

*  terelt.     She  efpoufed  my  caufe,  pro- 

*  mi  fed   to   procure  for  me  a  private 
€  con  verfation 'with  her  friend  at  her 

*  houfe,  and  kept  her  promife  the  very 

*  next  day.     "  I  am  no  longer  unhap- 
".py,"  faid   I  to  Felicia }  ««  fince  my 
•'  misfortunes  have  excited  your  com- 
*e  paflion.     How  much  am  I  indebted 
"  to  your  friend,  for  having  prevailed 
"  upon  you  to  grant  jne  the  fatisfac- 
"  tion  of  an  interview  \" — "  Signior,' 
'  anfwered   me,    "  Theodora   can    do 
"  any  thing  with  me  :   Hie  has  engag- 
"  ed  me  in  your  behalf  j  and  if  it  be 
*l  jn   my  power  to  make  you   happy, 
*f  you  fhall  foon  enjoy  your  wilh  j  bur, 
<{  with  all  my  eocd  will,  I  don't  know 
•*'  that  I  can  give  you  much  a'liftance: 
%  *'  for,  nor  to  flatter  you,  you  have  ne- 

*'  ver  formed  a  more  difficult  enter- 
"  prize.  You  arft  in  love  \vith  a  lady 
"  who  is  prepoffefled  in  favour  of 
"  another  cavalier;  and  what  fort  of  a 
"  lady!  one  io  full  of  pride  and  dif- 
•*  limulation,  that  if,  b}  dint  of  perfe- 
*'  verance  and  airiduity,  you  fhould 
t:  fucceed  i'o  far  as  to  coft  Jier  fome 
'*  fighs,  don't  imagine  that  her  pride 
"  .wiil  give  you  the  plcafure  of  hear- 
•*  ing  them." — ««  Ah  !  my  dear  Feli- 
•"  cried  I,  in  a  transport  of  grief  j 
•'  why  do  you  defcribe  the  obltaclcs 
"  whi::h  J  have  to  furmount!  I  am 
**  affaffinated  by  your  information  ! 
«<  deceive  me  rathe;-  than  drive  me  to 
«*  defpair!"  So  one  of 

«  her  hands,  and   p/dling  it  in  mine, 

*  put  upon  her  finder  a  diamond 

«  dire'.-  hiii.-ii'.-d  pilioles,  accompanied 
•:h  movinc' f-;;prtftionsp.s  brought 
. 


'  She  was  too  much  affefted  by  nfy 
'  difcourfe,  and  too  well  fatisficd  with 
'  my  behaviour,  to  leave  me  altoge- 
'  ther  without  conlblation.  She  began 
'  to  fmooth  the  dilHculties  a  little ; 
'  faying,  "  Signior,  what  I  have  re- 
"  prefented  ought  not  to  deprive  you 
"  of  hope.  Your  rival,  'tis  true,  is 
"  not  hated  j  he  is  at  liberty  to  come 
**  and  vifit  his  coufm,  and  talk  to  her 
"  whenever  he  pleafes  j  and  this  is  a 
"  circumltance  favourable  for  you. 
"  Their  being  accuitomed  ,to  fee  one 
"  another  everyday,  renders  their con- 
u  verfation  a  little  languid  :  they  feem 
"  to  part  without  pain,  and  meet 
*'  again  without  pleafure;  one  would 
"  think  they  were  already  married.  In. 
"  a  word,  I  don't  perceive  that  my 
*'  miltrefs  has  a  violent  paflion  for 
"  Don  Auguftine  :  befides,  as  to  per- 
"  fonal  qualifications,  there  is  a  dif- 
(l  ference  between  you  and  him  that 
"  muft  turn  to  your  account  in  the 
"  eyes  of  fuch  a  delicate  young  lady 
u  as  Donna  Helena.  Be  not  difcou- 
<c  raged,  therefore  :  continue  yourgal- 
V  lantry,  which  I  will  fecondj  and  I 
"  will  not  let  flip  one  opportunity  of 
<l  making  every  thing  you  do  to  pleafe 
lt  her  tend  to  your  advantage  with  my 
.'«  miftrefs.  In  vain  mall  me  attempt 
"  to  dilguife  her  fentimentsj  I  will 
"  foon  dilcover  them,  in  fpite  of  her 
"  difllmulation." 

*  After  this  converfation,  Felicia  and 
I  parted,  very  well  fatisfied  with  one 
another.     I  prepared  anew  to  ogle 
Don  George's    daughter,    whom    I 
treated  with  a  ferenade,  in  which  the 
vcrfes  you  have  heard  were  fung  by 
a   fine  voice,  which  I  had  provided 
for  the  purpofe.     After  the  concert, 
the  maid,  in  order  to  found  her  mif- 
trefs, aflced  how  me  had  been  enter- 
tained.     "  The  voice,"  faid  Donna 
Helena,     "  gave    me    pleafure. ""— 
And  were  not  the  words  which  were 
c  fung    very    moving  ?"     replied    the 
maid.  "  I  paid  no  attention  to  them,1* 
laid  the  lady;    '«  I   liftened  to    the 
"  tune  only  j  I  took  no  notice  of  the 
"  verlcs,  neither  do  I  deli  re  to  know 
"  who  gave  the  ferenade. " — "  If  that 
"  be  the  cafe,"  cried  the  waiting  wo- 
*  man,  "pooi  Don  Gallon  de  Cogollos 
tl  is  far  out  in  his  reckoning,  and  not 
"  very   wife  in   fpcnding  his  time  in 
"  looking  at  ourlattices."— "  Pevhapa 
jt  b-.-he,"  laid  the  miltrefs, 
« coldly, 
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*  coldly,    "  but  fome  other  cavalier* 
"  who  has  declared  his  pafllon  for  me 
•«  by   this   concm.1' — "  Pardon   me, 
**  M.idam,"  replied   Felicia  ;    "  it   is 
"  no  other  than  Don  Gafton;   by  this 
"  token,  that  heaccofted  me  this  morn- 
rt  ing,  in  the  itreet,  and   begged  me 
•«  to  tell  yon,  that  he  adores  you,  in 
"  fpite  of  the  rigour  with  which  you 
"  repay  his  love ;  and  that,  in  fhot  t, 
"  he  mould  think  himfelf  the  happieft 
"  of   mankind,  if  you    would   allow 
"  him   to  rmnifeft  his   paflion   in  the 
"  ulual    courfe    of  gallantry.      This 
*'  difcouri'e,"  added  (he,  "  diffidently 
"  proves  that  I  am  not  miftaken." 

'  Don  George's  daughter    changed 
'  countenance  all  of   a    fudden,  and 

*  darting  a  fevere  look  at  her  maid  j 
"  You    might  have  difpenfed,"    faid 
c  me,  "  with  repeating  that  imperti- 
|{  nent   converfation   to  me.     Let  me 
*'  have  no  Inch  reports  for  the  future, 
"  ifyouplealej  and  if  that  ram  youth 
"  mall  have  the  prefumption  to  Ipeak 
"  to  you  again,  tell  him  to  make  his 
44  addrefTes  to  one  who  will  regard  his 
«  gallantry  more  than  I  do,   and  to 
"  chufe    a  more    honourable  paftime 
<*  than  that  of  being  all  day  long  at  his 
«<  windows,  to  oblerve  what  I  do  in 
**  my  apartment." 

*  All  this  was  faithfully  reported  to 

*  me,  in  a  fecond  interview  with  Fe- 
'  licia,  who,  pretending   that  I  mult 

*  not  take  the  words  of  her  miftrels  in 

*  a  literal  fenfe,  would  have  perfuaded 
'  me  that  the  affair  went  on  fwimm- 

*  ingly  j    but  I,  who  was  ignorant  of 
c  finefle,  and  did  not  believe  that  the 
c  text  could  be  explained  in   my  fa- 
'  vour,  diftrufted  the  commentary  (lie 
1  made.     She  laughed  at  my  diffidence, 
c  called  fur  paper  and  ink,  and  laid, 
**   Signior  Knight,  write  immediately 
**  to  Donna  Helena  in  the  ftyle  of  a 
**  defponding  lover.     Paint  your  fuf- 
*'  ferings  in    the    molt  paffionate  co- 
"  lours  j  and,  in  particular,  complain 
*c  of  her  prohibiting  you  to  appear  at 
"  your   windows.     Promife   to    obey 
41  her  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  allure  her, 
*'  that  it  will  coft  you  your  life.     Put 
'"  this   into  fuch  expreffions    as    you 
*f  gentlemen  are  fo  well  (killed  in,  and 
<*  leave  the  reft   to   me.     I   hope  the 
*<  event  will  do  more  honour  to  my  pe- 
*<  netration  than  you  imagine." 

•  Had  I  neglected  this,  1  Ihould  have 

*  been  the  fidVlorer  who  did  n«t  tak« 


the  advantage  of  fuch  an  opjiortunity 
to  \vrite  to  his  mirtrefs.  I  Com.jofed 
a  mo(t  pathetick  Ittter  ;  and,  before 
I  fcaltxl  it,  (hewed  it  to  Felicia,  who 
Inving  read  it/  fai-i>  with  a  finilej 
That  if  women  ha\fe  the  art  of  capti- 
vating the  men,  thefe  lalt,  in  return, 
know  very  well  how  to  cajole  the 
women.  The  wjiting-maid  took  my 
letter,  then  laying  itrong  injunclions 
on  me  to  keep  my  windows  (hut  for 
a  few  days,  returned  to  the  houfe  of 
Don  George. 

"  Madam,"  faid  (he  to  Donna  He« 
lena,  when  (he  went  home,  <•'  I  met 
Don  Gafton,  who  d^d  not  fail  to 
make  up  to  me,  and  endeavoured  to 
foothe  me  with  flattering  expreflions. 
He  afked,  with  a  faultering  voice, 
like  a  criminal  xvho  expecls  his  fen- 
tence,  if  I  had  delivered  his  mcffige 
to  you.  Then  I,  faithful  and  rea- 
dy to  execute  your  orders,  cut  him 
Ihort  with  a  vengeance  ;  inveighed 
againfl  him,  loaded  him  with  re- 
proaches, and  left  him  in  the  Itreet 
confounded  at  my  petulance." — "I 
am  overjoyed/'  replied  Donna  Hele- 
na, that  you  have  rid  me  of  that  im- 
portunate young  fellow  }  but  there 
was  no  occalion  to  fpeak  rudely  to 
him.  A  young  woman  ought  always 
to  be  gentle  in  htr  behaviour*"—* 
Madam,"  faid  the  maid,  «'  a  paf- 
fionate  lover  is  not  to  be  banifhed  by 
words  pronounced  with  a  gentle  air* 
Nay,  this  is  leldom  accomplimed 
even  by  indignation  and  rage.  Don 
Gafton,  for  example,  was  not  re- 
pulfed.  After  having  loaded  hi:n 
with  reproache?,  (as  i  have  faid)  I 
went  to  the  houfe  of  your  relation* 
whither  you  fent  me  j  and  that  lady 
unfortunately  detained  me  too  long  j 
I  fay,  too  long,  becaufe,  on  my  re- 
turn, I  found  my  man  ag;ain,  who, 
I  alTure  you,  I  did  not  expect  to  fee. 
I  was  fo  much  difturbed  at  light  of 
him,  that  my  tongue,  which  never 
failed  me  before,  could  not  furnifh 
me  with  one  fyllable.  In  the  mean 
time,  what  does  he?  he  fiipt  a  pa- 
per into  my  hand,  which  I  kept* 
without  knowing  what  I  did,  and 
then  difappeared  in  an  inftant." 
'  So  faying,  me  pulled  my  letter  out 
of  her  bofom,  and  gave  it  by  way 
of  joke  to  her  miftrefs  j  who  takins 
it  as  tor  diverfion,  read  it  over,  ana 
then  affecting  referve,  t4  Xruiy,  Fs- 
P  p  ««  iicia," 
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'<  licia,"  faid  {he,  with  a  ferious  air, 

•*  you  are  a  fool  and   a  mad   creature 

."  to  receive   this  billet.      What  will 

"  Don  Gafton  think  of  it?  and  what 

*'  muft  I  believe  ?  Your  conduct  gives 

"  me  caufe    to   diltrult    your   fidelity, 

t(  and   may  make   him   fufpecl  that  I 

'*  am  plealed  with  his  paflion.     Alas! 

**  perhaps  he  imagines,  at  this  mihtnt, 

ft  that  J  peru le  with  plealure  the  cha- 

"  rafters  which  he  has  wrote.     You 

<c  fee  to  what  fhame  you  have  expofld 

"  my  pride." — "  O,  not  at  all,  Ma- 

'*  dam!"  replied  the  maid  j  "  he  can 

"  entertain    no    fuch    thoughts  j    and 

<£  luppofe  he  did,  he  (hall  notprefeive 

*'  them  lorn1:.     I  wijl  tell  hiir,  when 

*'  next  1  .fee  him,  that  I  have  fliown 

"  his  letter  to  you  j  that  you  looked  at 

tl  it  with  indifference  j   and,  in  fhort, 

."  without  reading  it,  tore  it  with  the 

*f  moft  mortify  ing  contempt."" — "You 
tc  may   fafely  fwear  that   I  have  not 

*'  read  it,"  faid  Donna  Helena.     "  I 

"  mould   be  at  a  lot's,  if  obliged,  to 

*J  repeat  two  fingle  words  of  it."  Don 

4  George's  daughter  was  not  contented 

*  with  talking  in  this  manner;  flie  tore 
'  my  billet,  and  forbid  her  woman  to 

*  talk  to  me  for  the  future. 

'  As  I  promifed  to  play  the  gallant 
'  no  more  at  my  windows,  fince  the 
'  fight  of  me  gayje  offence,  I  kept  them 
«  fhut  feveral  days,  to  render  my  obe- 

*  dience  more  aftecling ;  but  to  fupply 

*  thofe  looks  of  which  I  was  abridged, 

*  I  prepared  new  ferenades  for  my  cruel 

*  Helen.     One  night  I  repaired  under 

*  her  balcony  wiih  muficians  j  and  the 
'  guittars  were  already  ftruck  up,  when 

*  a  cavalier  came  fword  in  hand,  and 
'  diftiubed  the  concert,  laying   about 
'  him  at  a  furious  rate  among  the  pcr- 

*  formers,   who    immediately   betook 
'  themfelves  to  flight.    The  rage  which 

*  animated  that  bold  intruder  awaked 
'  mine  :  I  advanced  to  punilh  him,  and 
'  an  obftinate  combat  began.     Donna 
'  Helena  and  her  attendant  hearing  the 
.'  noife  of  fwords,  looked  through  the 
1   lattice,  and  feeing  two  men  engaged, 
«  waked  Don  George  and  his  valets 

*  with  their  cries  j  thefe,  as  well   as 
'  feveral  people  in  the  neighbourhood, 
'  came  running  to  part  the  combatan  ts  ; 
'  but  they  arrived  too  late,  and  found 

*  nobody  on  the  field  of  battle,   but  a 
•'  cavalier  almoit  without  life,  welter- 

*  ing  in    his   own  blood  j  and    I    was 

*  foon  known  to  be  that  unfortunate 


perfon.  I  was  carried  to  the  houft 
of  my  aunt,  whither  the  moft  expert 
furgeons  in  town  were  called  to  my 
afliltance.  Every  body  pitied  my 
fate,  and  Donna  Helena  in  particu- 
lar, who  then  discovered  the  bottom, 
of  her  foul.  Her  dillimulation  gave 
way  to  her  fentiment,  and  fhe  was 
no  longer  that  difdainful  creature 
who  piqued  herfelf  upon  appearing 
infenfible  to  my  paflion.  She  was 
now  a  tender  lover,  that  abandoned 
herfeU  to  forrow  without  referve.  She 
fpentthe  reft  of  the  night  in  mourn- 
ing with  her  maid,  and  in  cuifmg  her 
couiin  Don  Augttftine  de  Olighera, 
who  they  concluded  muft  have  been, 
the  author  of  their  uars  j  is  in  effect 
it  was  he  who  had  fo  difagreeably 
interrupted  the  ferenade.  Being  as 
great  a  diflembler  as  his  coufin,  he 
had  pei'ceived  my  intentions,  with- 
out feeming  to  take  any  notice  of 
them;  and  imagining  that  flie  fa- 
voured my  flame,  had  committed 
this  action,  to  (hew  that  he  was  not 
quite  fo  paiRve  as  (he  believed  him 
to  be.  Neverthelefs,  this  melancholy 
accident  was  foon  forgotten,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  joy  that  followed  it. 
Though  I  was  dangeroufly  wounded, 
the  ikill  of  the  furgeons  faved  my 
life;  but  I  (till  kept  my  chamber, 
when  my  aunt  Donna  Eleonora  went 
to  Don  George,  and  demanded  his 
daughter  for  me  in  marriage.  The 
father  conlented  to  this  the  more 
willingly,  becaufe  he  at  that  time 
looked  upon  Don  Augultine  as  a 
man  whom,  perhaps,  he  fliould  ne- 
ver  fee  again.  The  good  old  gen-* 
tleman  was  afraid  that  his  daughter 
would  not  beitow  herfelf  on  me  with- 
out reluctance,  becaufe  her  coufin 
Olighera  had  enjoyed  the  liberty  of 
viliting  her  wUen  he  would,  and  of 
acquiring  her  affection  at  leifure; 
but  fhe  feemed  fo  well  dilpofcd  to 
obey  her  father  in  this  affair,  that 
wtf  may  conclude  it  is  an  advantage 
among  the  ladies,  to  be  a  new  comer, 
in  Spain,  as  well  as  eliewhere. 
*  As  foon  as  I  could  have  a  private 
conversion  with  Pclicia,  I  under* 
flood  how  much  afflicted  hermiftrefs 
had  bem  .it  the  bad  luccefs  of  my 
duel  ;  fo  that  having  no  longer  any 
reafon  to  doubt  that  I  was  the  Paris 
of  this  Helen,  I  Ulefled  my  wound, 
ling:  it  turned  out  io  propitious  to 

1  my 
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*  my  love ;  and  obtained  of  Signior 
Don  George  the  permiffion  of  fpeak- 
ing  to  his  daughter  in  prefence  of  her 
maid.  What  a  delightful  converfa- 
tion  this  was!  I  intreated,  I  preffcd 
the  lady  in  fuch  a  manner,  to  tell  me 
if  her  father,  in  yielding  her  to  my 
tendernefs,  had  done  any  violence  to 
her  inclination,  that  flie  owned  I  was 
not  beholden  to  her  obedience  alone. 
After  this  charming  confcffion,  my 
whole  ftudy  was  to  pleafe  her,  and 
contrive  entertainments,  until  the  day 
of  our  nuptials,  which  were  to  be 
celebrated  by  a  magnificent  caval- 
cade, in  which  all  the  nobility  of  Co- 
ria  and  the  neighbourhood  intended 
to  appear. 

'  I  gave  a  grand  entertainment  to 
Don  George  and  his  daughter,  with 
all  their  relations  and  friends,  at  a 
fupeib  country-houfe  which  my  aunt 
had  without  the  town,  on  the  fide  of 
Manroi.  Here  a  concert  of  vocal  and 
inftrumental  mufick  was  prepared  by 
my  order,  together  with  a  company 
of  ftrollers  to  reprefent  a  comedy.  In 
the  middle  of  the  feaft,  one  came  and 
whifpeied  to  me,  that  there  was  a 
man  in  the  hall  who  wanted  to  fpeak 
with  me.  I  got  up  from  table  to  fee 
who  it  was,  and  found  a  ftranger,  who 
Jooked  like  a  valet  de  chamb're,  and 
who  prefented  to  me  a  letter,  which 
J  opened,  and  read  thefe  words. 

'*  TF  you  have  a  regard  for  your  ho- 
JL  "  nour,  as  every  knight  of  your 
**  order  ought  to  have,  you  will  not 
'*  fail  to  be  to-morrow  morning  in  the 
*c  plain  of  Manroi,  where  you  will  find 
"  a  cavalier  ready  to  give  fatisfa&Lon 
"  for  the  injury  you  received  from  him, 
€t  and  to  put  you,  if  he  can,  out  of  a 
*f  condition  to  efpoufe  Donna  Helena. 

«'  Don  AUG.  deOLiGHERA." 

'  If  love  has  great  influence  over  the 
Spaniards,  revenge  has  Hill  more.  I 
could  not  read  this  billet  in  tranquil- 
lity. The  very  name  of  Don  Au- 
gultine  kindled  a  fire  in  my  veins, 
which  had  almoft  made  me  forget 
the  indifpenfible  duty  which  I  had 
that  day  to  perform.  I  was  tempted 
to  fteal  away  from  the  company,  and 
go  in  fearch  of  my  enemy  on  the  in- 
ftant.  I  conftrained  myfelf,  how- 
ever, for  fear  of  difturbing  the  feaft, 
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'  and  faid  to  the  man  who  brought 
«  the  letter,  "  Friend,  tell  the  cava- 
"  lierwho  lent  you,  that  I  am  too  de- 
<*  firous  of  re-engaging  him,  to  fail  of 
"  meeting  him  tc-mcnow  morning  be- 
"  fore  fun-rife,  at  the  appointed  place.'* 
*  Having  fent  away  the  nuflenger 
'  with  this  anfwer,  I  rejr.ined  my  guelts, 

*  and  re  fumed  my  place  at  table,  where 
'  I  compofed  my  countenance  fo  well., 
'  that  nobody  had   the  len(t  rufpicion 
'  of  what  palled   within    me.     I  ap- 
'  peared,  during  the  reft  of  the  day,  as 

*  much   entertained   as   any   of  them 

*  with  the  pleafures  of  the  feaft,  which 
'  ended  about  midnight,  when  the  af* 

*  feinbly  broke  up,  and  every  one  re- 
'  turned  to  the  town,  in  the  fame  man- 
'  ner  as  he  had  come  out.    As  for  my 

*  part,  I  ftaid   in   the  countiy-houfe, 
'  on  pretence  of  taking  the  air  next 

*  morning  j  but  the  true  reafon  was, 
'  that  I  might  be  the  fooner  at  the  ren* 
'  dezvous.     Inftead  of  going  to  bed,  I 

*  waited  with  impatience  forday,which 
'  as  foon  as  I  perceived,  I  mounted  my 
'  beft  hdrfe,  and  fet  out  alone,  as  if  I 
'  intended  to  take  a  ride  in  the  country. 
'  I  advanced  towards  Manroi,  and  di(- 
'  covered  in  the  plain  a  man  on  horfe- 
4  back,  coming  towards  me  with  full 
'  fpeed  j  upon  which  I  putfpurs  to  my 

*  horfe,  to  lave  him  one  half  of  the  way. 
'  We  foon  met,  and  I  found  it  was  my 
«  rival.    "  Knight,"  faid  he,  in  an  in- 

*  folent  tone,  **  it  is  wjth  regret  that 
*'  I  come  to  blows  with  you  a  fecond 
*'  timej    but   it  is   your   own  fault. 
"  After   the  adventure    of  the  fere- 
"  nade,  you  ought  to  have  renounced, 
"  Don  George^s  daughter  with  a  good 
"  grace,  or  at  leaft    have  concluded 
"  that  you  would  not  be  fo  eaiily  quit, 
"  if  you  }jerfifted  in  your  addrefles  tc» 
"  her/' — "  You  are  too  proud,"  an- 
'  fwered  I,  "  of  an  advantage  whicH 
"  perhaps  you  owed  more  to  the  dark- 
'*  nei's  of  the  night,   than  to  your  fu- 
*(  perior  Ik  ill.      You    don't    confider 
"  that  the  fuccefs  of  thefe  rencounter* 
"  depends  often  on  accident."— "  It 
"  is  never   accidental  with  me,"  faid 

*  he,  wiih  an  arrogant  air;  '*  and  I  will 
**  now  fhew  you,  that,  by  day  as  well 
"  as  night,  I  know  how  to  punifh  thofe 
"  audacious  knights  who  interfere  with 
"  me." 

'  I  made  no  reply  to  this  haughty 

<  fpeech,  but  alighted  inftantly.    Don, 

'  Auguitine  did  the  fame:  we  tied  our 

P  p  \  '  horfe* 
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*  horfes  to  a  tree,   and  began  to  fight 

*  with   equal   vigour.      I  will    frankly 
'  own,   that  I   hail  to  do  with  an  ene- 
'  my  who  pulhed  much,  better  than  J, 

*  although    I   had   been    two  years   at 
'  fchools.      He  was  a  compleat  fencerj 
'   I  could  not  polfibly  have  expofrd  my 

*  life   to  greater   danger.     Neverthe- 

*  Ms,    as  it  often    happens,   that  the 

*  ftrongeft  is  vanquifhed  hy  the  weakT 
4  elt,  my  rival,  in  I]  ite  of  all  his  Ikill, 

*  received  a  thruil  that  went  through 
'  his  heart,   and  fell  (tone-dead  in  an 
«  inft.mt. 

*  I    returned    immediately    to    the 

*  country-houfe,   where  I  informed  a 
{   valet   de   charnbre,    whom    I    could 
'  truft,  of  what  had  happened,  and  laid 
«   to. him,   "  Dear  Ramira,  before  Juf- 
"  tice   can    take    cognizance   of   this 
"  event,  take  a  good  horfe,   and  give 
**  my  aunt  notice  of  the  adventure. 
"  Afk  of  her  ibme  money  and  jewels, 
*<  aad  bring  them  to  me  at  Placentia, 
tf  whtre  thoii  wilt  find  me  in  the  fidt 
"  inn   you   come  to  as  you  enter  the 
"  ciiy." 

*  Kamira  acquitted  himfelf  of  his 
'  cbtrnnimon  with  fuch  diligence,  that 

*  lie  at  rived  at  Plarentia   three   hours 

r  me.     He  told  me,  that  Donna 

<  Ele'ir.ora  v/as  more  pleafed  than  af- 

<  lii'iud  at  the  news  of  a  duel  chat  re-. 

..edthe  affront  that  I  had  received 

*  in   the  firftj   and   that   me    had   fent 

*  me  all  htr  ready- money  and  jewels^ 
'  to  enable  me  to  travel  agreeably  in 

*  foreign    countries,    until   ihe  mould 

*  get  the  affair  accommodated. 

*  To  p;;fs  over  fuperfiuous  circum- 

*  Dances,  I  will  only  inform  you,  that 
«   I  crc  fled    N-w  Caftile    to   the  king-. 

*  dom  of  Valencia,  in  order  to  embark 
'   at  Denia,  from  whence  I  took  paffage 
'  for  Italy,   where  I  put   myfelf  in  a 
'  condition   to   vifit    different    courts, 
'  and  appear  io  a  fuitable  character. 

<  While,  far  from  my  Helen,   I  enr 
'  deavoured,   as    much    as  in  me  lay, 

*  to  beguile  my  love  and  ibrrows,  (he 
'   mounted  my  ab fence  in  fecret  at  Co- 
'  ria.      Jnftead    of  approving   of  the 
'  piofecution    that   her   family   let   on 
^  foot  againit  me  on  account  of  Oli- 

<  ghera's   de:*th,    flie   wilhed    that    all 
f  enmity  n  ,   r^vl   my  raui  n 
«  be  haiti  ncd  by  u  fpeccl;.  accommoda- 
1    t'u.n.   S'x  nif-nrhs  iiad  already  ehpled 
«  fmrc  flic  had  loft  me,  and  I  believe  her 

*  co  nil  an  cy  wouJd  have  itill  triumphed 


over  time,  had  me  had  nothing  elft 
but  time  to  combat :  but  me  had  Itill 
more  powerful  enemies.  Don  Bias 
de  Combados,  a  gentleman  from  the 
weftern  fide  of  Galicia,  came  to  Co- 
ria,  to  take  poffdlion  of  a  rich  eftate*, 
which  had  been  in  vain  difputed  by 
his  coufin  Don  Miguel  de  C.'ipara; 
and  he  fettled  in  that  country,  find* 
ing  it  more  agreeable  than  his  own-. 
Combados  was  well  made,  had  an 
agreeable  polite  behaviour,  and  was 
one  of  the  moft  infmuating  men  i»\ 
the  world  j  fo  that  he  foon  became 
acquainted  with  all  the  people  of 
fafhion  in  the  town,  and  was  no 
itranger  to  their  private  affairs. 
'  It  was  not  long  before  ne  learned 
that  Don  George  hud  a  daughter, 
whole  dangerous  beauty  feemed  to 
inflame  the  men  only  for  their  ruin* 
This  piqued  his  curiolity;  he  longed 
to  fee  Inch  a  formidable  lady}  for 
this  purpole  he  fought  the  friendship 
of  her  father,  and  fucceeded  fo  well, 
that  the  old  man  already  looked  upon 
him  as  his  fon-in-law,  gavt  him  ad- 
mittance to  his  houfe,  and  the  liberty 
of  fpeaking  in  his  prefence  to  Donna 
Helena.  The  Galician  foon  fell  in> 
love  with  her  :  that  was  inevitable^ 
He  opened  his  heart  to  Don  George/ 
who  consented  to  his  propofal,  but 
told  him,  that,  refolving  not  to  con- 
ftrain  his  daughter,  he  left  her  miltrcfs 
of  her  own  hand.  Upon  this,  Don  Bias 
put  in  practice  all  thegallanlrieswhich 
he  could  devife,  to  pleafe  the  lady, 
who  feemed  inlenfible  to  them  all,  lo 
much  was  her  heart  engrofied  by  me. 
Felicia  however  was  in  the  interelts 
of  the  cavalier,  who  engaged  her  by 
prelents  to  efpoule  his  caule.  She 
therefore  employe;!  all  her  addrefs 
in  behalf  of  his  paOion  ;  on  the  other 
hand,  her  fatlur  f^toiuied  the  cham- 
ber- maid  by  his  remonlhatices:  and 
nevertheleis,  all  their  efforts,  during 
a  whole  year,  could  only  torment 
Donna  Helena,  without  fluking  her 
conftancy  in  the  Jeaft. 
'  Combados  Iceing  tliat  Don  George 
anil  Felicia  inlereiic-tl  thcmfi-lvtrs  for 
him  in  vain,  propojrd  an  expedient 
to  overcame  the  oMtmacy  of  a  lover 
fo  prfpofftflwl  as  H»e  was.  "  This,'* 
iaid  he,  "  is  what  I  have  connived: 
'  sve  will  fuppofe  ih.it  a  inercv.mt  of 
«  Coria  h:«i>  received  a  ktui  'i«.m  an 
"  Italian  iacior,  in  wlxicb,  after  a  de-- 
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**  tail  of  things  concerning  commerce, 
"  are  the  following  words  j 


Spanifh  cavalier,  whofe  name 
"  is  Don  GaltondeCogollos, 
has  lately  arrived  at  the  court  of  Par- 
inn.  He  calls  hi'ufelf  nephew  and 
fole  heir  of  a  rich  widow  who  lives 
at  Curia,  under  the  name  of  Donna 
ElecnoiadeLaxarilla.  He  has  de- 
manded  the  daughter  of  a  powerful 
nobleman  in  marriage,  but  will  not 
fucceed  until  the  truth  is  known.  I 
am  defned  to  apply  to  you  for  this 
purpofe  :  pray  let  me  know  then  if 
you  are  acquainted  with  this  Don 
Gallon,  and  m  what  the  riches  of  his 
aunt  conliil;  for  your  ani'wer  will 
decide  the  marriage.  Parma,  &c." 


'  The  old    man  looked   upon   this 

*  trick  as  a  piece  of  wit  or  ttratagem 
«  pardonable  in  love;  and  the  waiting- 
«  woman,,  itill  iel's  fcrupulous  than  her 
f  mafter,  approved  of  it  very  much. 

*  The  invention   feemed  to  them  the 
'  more  ingenious,  as  they  knew  He- 
'  lena  to  be  a  proud  girl,  capable  of 

*  taking  an   inftantaneous  refolution, 
'  provided  ihe  mould  have  no  fufpicion 
«  of   the  cheat.     Don  George  under- 
-'  took  to  inform  her  of  my  change  ; 

'*  and,   to  make  the  thing  feem  more 

*  natural,   carried  along  with  him  the 
«  merchant  who  had  received  the  pre- 
'  tended    letter  from    Parma.      The 

*  fcheme  was    executed    accordingly. 

*  The  father,  in  an  affecled  palfion  of 

*  rage  and  vexation,    laid  to  Helena, 
'*  Daughter,  I  will  no  longer  obferve 
"  to  you,  that  my  relations  daily  re- 
"  quefl  that  I  will  not  admit  the  mur- 
«  derer  of  Don  Auguftine  into  my  fa- 
**  mily.     I  have  a  itronger  reaibn   to 
*'  g've  >'ou  to-day,  in  order  to  detach 
«'  you  from  Don  Gaiton.     You  ought 
*'  to   be  afhamed  of  your  fidelity  to 
<*  him.      He    is    a    fickle    perfidious 
*'  wretch.     Here   is   a    certain    proof 
*'  of  his  infidelity.     Read  this  letter 
«  which   a   merchant  of    Coiia    has 
"  received    from     Italy."       Helena, 

*  trembling,  took  the  fictitious  letter, 

*  read   it  over,    confidered   every  ex- 
'  preflion,   and  was  thunderftruck  at 

*  the    news    ofr    my   inconstancy.     A 

*  fentiment  of    tenderneis    made    her 
'  (hed  fome  tears  j  but  foon  recalling 
f  all  her  pride,  ihe  dried  them  up,  "and 
«  laid  to  her  lather,  with  a  reiblute 


tone,  *'  Signior,  you  have  been  wit- 
nefs  of  myweaknefs  j  bear  witneis 
alfoof  the  victory  I  gain  over  myfelf. 
'Tis  done.  I  now  defpife  Don  Gaf* 
ton,  and  look  upon  him  as  the  lowdt 
of -mankind.  But  let  us  talk  no 
more  about  him.  Come;  I  am  ready 
to  follow  Don  Bias  to  the  altar: 
let  my  marriage  precede  that  of  the 
perfidious  man  who  has  fo  ill  repaid 
my  love."'  Don  George,  franfpoit- 
ed  with  joy  atthele  words,  embraced 
his  daughter;  applauded  her  vigorous 
relblurionj  and,  ^lad  of  the  happy 
fuccefs  of  his  ftratagem,  n>ade  haile 
to  compKat  the  wiilics  of  my  rival. 
'  Donna  Helena  was  thus  ravifhed 
from  me.  She  yielded  herfelf  fud- 
dcnly  to  Combados,  without  lilten- 
ing  to  iove,  which,  at  the  bottom  of 
her  heart,  fpoke  in  my  behalf,  or 
even  doubting  a  moment  of  a  piece 
of  news  which  might  have  been  fu- 
fpecled  in  a  lover  of  leis  credulity; 
The  Uuughty  maid  liltened  to  no- 
thing  but  her  pride;  and  the  refent- 
mentof  the  injury,  which  Hie  thought 
hei-  beauty  had  received,  prevailed 
over  the  interelt  of  her  tendernefs. 
A  few  days  after  her  marriage,  how- 
ever,  me  felt  fome  remorfe  for  having 
been  fo  precipitate.  She  reflected 
that  the  merchant's  letter  might  have 
been  feigned,  and  that  fulpicion  gave 
her  fome  uneafinels;  but  the  amo- 
rous  Don  Bias  gave  his  wife  no  time 
to  cherilh  thoughts  prejudicial  td 
her  repofe.  His  fole  lludy  was  to 
amufe  her;  and  in  this  he  lucceeded 
by  a  continual  fuccelfion  of  various 
pieafures,  which  he  had  art  enough 
to  invent. 

*  She  feemed  very  well  fatisfied  with 
fuch  a  gallant  hulband,  and  they 
lived  together  in  perfect  harmony,' 
when  my  aunt  accommodated  my 
affair  with  the  relations  of  Don  Au- 
gultine,  and  wrote  immediately  tor 
Italy,  to  advertiie  me  of  her  fuccefs.' 
Being  then  at  Regio,  in  the  farther-' 
molt  part  of  Calabria,  I  went  over' 
into  Sicily,  from  thence  to  Spain, 
and  at  length  repaired  to  Coria,  on 
the  wings  of  love.  Donna  Eleonora, 
who  had  not  in  her  letter  mentioned 
the  marriage  of  Don  George's  danghv 
ter,  informed  me  of  it  on  my  arrival, 
and  oblerved  that  I  was  afflicted  at 
the  news  :  "  You  are  in  the  wrong, 
nephew,"  faid  Ihe,  lt  to  be  fo  much 
"  grieved 
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4f  grieved  at  the  lofs  of  an  unfaithful 
*'  woman.  Take  my  advice,  and  ba- 
'«  nilh  from  your  memory  a  pcrfon  un- 
<{  worthy  of  polll'lling;  a  plice  in  it." 

*  As  my  aunt  w-4*  ignorant  of  tlie 
4  deceit  which  had  been  pra&ffed   on 

*  Donna  Helena,  Ihe  was  in  the  right 

*  to  talk  in    this  manner,    and   could 

*  not   have  given  me  a  more  prudent 
'  advice  ;  which,  therefore,   I  promif- 

*  ed  to  follow,  or  at  leaft  to  affeft  an 

*  air  of  indifference,  if  I   fhould  find 

*  myfelf  incapable  of  vanquilhing  my 
'  palTion.     1  could  not,  however,  re- 

*  filt  my  curiofity,  to  know  how  this 
'   marriage  had  been  made  ;  and,  to  be 

*  informed  of  the  particulars,  I  refolv- 
4  ed  to  apply  to  Felicia's  friend,  Dame 
'  Theodora,  whom  I  have  mentioned 
'  before.     I  went  to   her  houfe,   and 

*  there,    by  accident,  found  Felicia  5 
'  who,  expecting  nothing  lefs  than  to 
4  fee   me,  was  confounded,    and  en- 
4  deavoured  to  go  away,  that  me  might 
«  avoid  an  explanation,  which  Hie  con- 
c  eluded  I  would  demand.     I  flopped 

*  her,   faying,  "  Why  do  you  fly  me? 
*'  Is  not  the  perjured  Helena  fatisfied 
*'   with  having  made  a  facnfice  of  my 
"  happine/s  ?  has  fhe  forbid   you    to 
"  hear   my   complaints  ?    or    do   you 
44  only  want  to  efcape  me,  that  you 
*'  may  n:ake  a  merit  with  the  nngrate- 
"  ful  woman,  of  having  refufed  me  the 
"  hearing  ?" 

"  Signior,"  anfwered  the  waiting- 

*  woman,  "I  freely  own  myfeifcon- 
<f  founded  at  your  prefence.     I  can- 
44   not  behold  you  a^ain,  without  feel- 
4<  ing  my  heart  torn  witji  remorfe.  My 
"  mittuels  has  been  deceived,    and  I 
"  have   been   an   unfortunate   accom- 
"  pli«e  in  feducing  her." — "  O  Hea- 
*'  ven  r*  cried  I,  "  have  you  the  pre- 
"  fumption  to    tell  me  fo  !     Explain 
"  yourfclt  immediately.'1     Then   (he 
'  gave  me  an  account  of  the  ftratagem 
'  which  Com1'  adt;s  had  pra&iled  to  rob 

*  me  of  Donna  Helena  ;  and,  perceiv- 

*  ing  that  hu  detail  pierced  me  to  the 
'  very  foul,  (trove  to  give  me  fome  con- 
'  foiarion  :    file  offered  me  her  good  of-1 
'   fices  with   her  miltirfs,   piomifed  to 

!uile  her,  to  paint  my  delpair  j 
<  in  a  word,  to  fpaie  nothing  to  (often 
4  the  rigour  of  my  dellii>y :  in  fine, 
1  Ihe  gave  me  hopes  that  afluagcd  my 
'  forrows  a  little. 

4   I  pafs  over  the  infinite  contradic- 
«  lions  fhe  underwent  before  fhe  could 


prevail   upon  Donna  Helena  to   feft 
int.   This,  however,  fhe  accomplifh- 
cd  ;  and  it   was   concerted    between 
them,  that  I  fhould  be  privarclv  a<l- 
mit^cd  into  the  houfe  of  Don  Bins, 
the  fir  ft  time  he  fhould  goto  an  elhite 
where  he  ulually  fpcnt  a  day  or  two 
in  hunting.     This  dtfign  was  foon 
put  in  execution  ;    the  hufband   let 
out  for  the  country  ;  I  was  informed 
of  the  occaficjn,  and  one  night  intro- 
duced into  his  wife's  apartment. 
'   1  would  have  begun  the  conver- 
fation    with    reproaches;    but    my 
mouth  was  flopped.    ft   It  is  in  vain 
to    recal    what   is  pan1,11    faid    the 
lady;    "  the  bufmels  here  is  not  a 
fond   reconciliation ;    and   you    are 
miftaken  if  you  believe  me  difpofed 
to   flatter  your  inclination.     I  de- 
clare to  you,  Don  Gallon,  that  my 
only   motive  for  giving  my  confent 
to  this  private  interview,  in  confe- 
quence    of  the    prefTing    inflances 
which  have  been  made,  is  to  tell  you 
from  my  own    mouth,   that  hence- 
forth  you  muft   fludy  to  forget  me 
altogether.     Perhaps  I  might  have 
been  better  fatisfied  with  my  fate, 
had  it   been   joined  to  yours  ;  but 
fince  Heaven  hath  ordained  it  other- 
wile,  I  chearfuliy  fubmit  to  it'sde- 

44  How,  Madam  !"  anfwered  I;  "  is 
it  not  enough  that  I  have  loft  you, 
and  fee  the  happy  Don  Bias  in  quiet 
pofTeflion  of  the  only  perfon  I  am 
capable  of  loving  !  mufl  I  alfo  IM- 
nifli  you  from  my  thoughts  !  You 
would  deprive  me  of  my  love,  and 
rob  me  of  the  only  bleffing  that 
now  remains!  Ah,  cruel  woman  ! 
do  you  think  it  poflible  for  any  man 
whom  yon  have  once  charmed,  to 
retrieve  his  heart  ?  Know  yourielf 
better;  and  ceafe  exhorting  me  in 
vain  to  chace  your  idea  from  my 
remembrance." — "  Well  then,"  fhe' 
replied,  with  precipitation  ;  "  do  you 
alto  ceafc  to  hope  that  I  will  favour 
your  love  with  any  return.  I  have 
but  one  word  to  fay:  the  wife  of 
Don  Bias  fhall  never  be  the  lover 
of  Don  Gallon.  Take  your  mea- 
fures  accordingly  :  fly  from  this' 
place;  and  let  us  put  a  fpeedy  end 
to  a  conveifation  with  which  I  up- 
braid myielf,  in  fpiteof  the  purity  of' 
my  intentions,  and  which  I  fhall 
think  myielf  guilty  inprolong'n 
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«  At  thefe  words,  which  deprived 
«  me  of  the  leaft  glimpfe  of  hope,  I  (ell 

*  at  her  feet ;  I  addrefled  her  in   the 
'  moil  pathetick  manner  ;   I  even  em- 
'  ployed  tears  to  melt  her ;  but  all  this 
'  ferved  only  to  excite,  perhaps,  Come 
'  fentiments  of  pity,    which  (lie  was 
'  careful   of  concealing,    and   which 
«  were  facrificed  to  her  duty.     After 
'  having,  to  no  purpofe,  exhaufted  all 

*  my  moving  expreflions,  by  prayers 
'  and  tears,  my  tenderneis  changed  of 
<  a  fudden  into  rage.  I  unfheathed  my 
«  fvvord,  to  ftab  myfelf  before  the  eyes 
«  of  the  inexorable  Helena ;   who  no 

*  fooner  perceived  my  intenticn,  than 
'  me  threw  herfelf  upon  me,  to  pre- 
'  vent  the  confequence.     "  Hold,  Co- 
"  golios  1"  faid  die,  "  is  it  thus  you 
"  confult  my  reputation  !    In  depriv- 
"  ing  yourfelf  of  life,  you  are  going 
"  to   load   me   with   difhonour,    and 
«'  make  my  hufband  pa(s  for  an  af- 
"  fafiin." 

<   I  was   fo    poffefled   with   defpair, 

*  that,  far  from  yielding  to  thefe  words 
«  the  attention  which   they  deferved, 

*  my  whole  endeavour  was  to  baffle 

*  the  efforts  of  the  miftrefs   and  her 
«  maid  to  fave  me  from  my  own  fatal 
<  defign:  and,  without  doubt,  I  fhould 

*  have  fucceeded  but  too  foon,  if  Don 

*  Bias,  (who  having  been  apprized  of 
'  our  interview,  inltead  of  going  to 
«  the  country,  had  concealed  himfelf 

*  behind  the  tapeftry,  to  overhear  our 
'  converfation)    had  not    come,    and 

*  joined  us  with  all  expedition.  "Don 
"  Gafton,"  cried  he,  holding  my  arms, 
<l  recal  yourfcattered  reafon  ;  and  do 

&  not  bafely  yield  to  the    fury   that 
ft  tranfports  you." 

"  Is  it  your  bulinefs,"  faid  I,  in- 
c  terrupting  Don  Bias,  "  to  diffuade 
"  me  from  my  defign  ?  You  ought 
"  rather,  with  your  own  hand,  to 
*'  plunge  a  poniard  into  my  bofom. 
**  You  arc  injured  by  my  pafllon,  un- 
«'  fortunate  as  it  is.  Is  it  not  enough 
*<  that  you  furprize  me  at  night,  in 
"  your  wife's  apartment  ?  Is  there 
"  more  required  to  roufe  your  re- 
"  venge  ?  Stab  me  at  once,  and  rid 
**  yourfelf  of  a  man  who  cannot  ceafe 
t(  adoring  Donna  Helena  until  he 
«  ceafes  to  live."—1'  In  vain,'"  an* 

*  fwered  Don  Bias,  u  you   endeavour 
*'  to  intereft  my  honour  fo  far,  as  to 
«c  give  you  death  :   you  are  fuiHcientlv 
/*  puni£bed  by  your  rafhnefs  f  and  1 


"  am  fo  well  pleafed  with  the  vir- 
*'  tuous  fentiments  of  my  wife,  that 
**  I  pardon  the  occafion  which  fhe  took 
"  to  (hew  them.  Take  my  advice, 
"  Cogollos,"  added  he;  "  do  not  de- 
"  fpair,  like  a  weak  lover,  but  fub- 
"  mit  to  necedity  with  courage." 

*  The  prudent  Galician,  by  fuch 
'  difcourfe,  calmed  my  rage  a  little, 
'  and  waked  my  virtue  ;  I  retired,  with 

*  a  defign  of  removing  far  from  He-    * 
'  lena,   and  the  place   that   Hie   inha- 

*  bited  ;  and  in  two  days  returned  to 

*  Madrid  ;  where,  refolving  to  employ 
'  myfelf  wholly  in  making  my  fortune, 
'  I  appeared  at  court,  and  there  be- 
'  gan  to  make  friends;   but  I  was   fo 

*  unlucky  as  to  attach  myfelf  in  par- 
'  ticular  to  the  Marquis  of  Vjllareal, 
'  a  Portugueze  nobleman;  who,  being 
'  fufpe6led  of  a  defign  to  deliver  For- 

*  tugal  from  the  dominion  of  Spain, 
'  was  imprifoned  in  the  caftle  of  Ali- 
'  cant,  where  he  now  remains.     As 

*  the  Duke  of  Lerma  knew  that  an 

*  intimacy  fubiifted  between  that  no- 
'  bleman  and  me,  he  caufed  me  to  be 
'  arrefted  alfo,  and  conducted  to  this 
'  place.     That  mini(ter  believes  that 

*  I  am  capable  of  being  an  accomplice 
'  in  fuch  a  fcheme;  and  he  could  not 
1  have    committed  a  greater  outrage 

*  upon  a  noble  Cattilian.' 

Here  Don  Gufton  left  off  fpeaking; 
and  I,  to  confole  him,  faid,  *  Signior 
'  Cavalier,  your  honour  can  receive 
'  no  ftain  from  his  ciifgrace,  which 

*  will,  doubtlefs,  in  the  end.  turn  to 
f  your  advantage.     When   the  Duke 
'  of  Lerma  mail  be  convinced  of  your 
'  innocence,  he  will  certainly  beftow 
'  upon   you    a   confiderable   employ- 
'  ment,  in  order  to  re-eftabliHi  the  re- 

*  putation  of  a  gentleman  unjuftiy  ac- 

*  cvifed  of  treafoa/ 


CHAP.     VII. 

SCIPIO  FINDS  GIL  BLAS  IN  THE 
TOWER-  OF  SEGOVIA,  AND  TELLS 
HIM  A  GREAT  DEAL  OF  NEWS. 

OUR  converfation  was  interrupt- 
ed by  Tordehlias,    who,    com- 
ing into  the  chamber,  addrefletf  him- 
felf to  me  in  thefe  "terms  :    *  Signior 

*  Gil  Bias,  I  have  been  (peaking  to  a 
'  yo-ung  man  who  prelented  himfelf  at 

*  th«  prifon-^atc,  aiiu  alkcd  if  vou  'va» 
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«  not  in  confinement  here.  When  I 
'  refufed  to  fatUfy  his  ruriofity,  he 
.TV  much  mortihV'l.  "  No- 
"  ble  Captain,"  laid  he,  with  te.irs 
e  in  his  <.'vts,  "  don't  re  ic^t  the  hum- 
"  blc  r.'quelt  I  mak-j,  to  K now  if  Sig- 
"  nior  cie  Santillane  is  in  this  place. 
"  I  am  his  chief  domeftick,  and  you 
*'  will  do  a  charitable  action  in  allow- 
"  ing  me  to  lie  him.  You  are  looked 
il  upon  in  Segovia  as  a  gentleman  of 
"  great  humanity  j  ar\d  I  hope  you 
**  will  not  refufe  me  the  favour  ot" 
"  conveiTmg  a  moment  with  my  dear 
4t  matter,  who  is  not  fo  guilty  as  un- 
'*  fortunate."  In  Ihort,'  continued 
Don  Andrea,  '  the  young  man  ex- 

*  p re  fled   fuch  a  defire  of  feeing  you, 

*  that  I   have   pro  mi  fed   to  give  him 
«  that  fatisfaction  at  night.' 

I  allured  Tordefillas,  that  he  could 
riot  do  me  a  greater  pleafure  than  to 
admit  that  young  man,  who,  proba- 
bly, had  fomething  to  communicate 
which  it  imported  me  very  much  to 
know.  I  waited  with  impatience  for 
the  moment  that  was  to  offer  my  faith- 
ful Scipio  to  my  eyes  ;  for  I  did  not 
doubt  that  it  was  he  ;  and  I  was  not 
miftaken.  He  was  introduced  into  the 
tower  in  the  evening;  and  his  joy, 
\vhich  mine  alone  could  equal,  broke 
forth  in  extraordinary  tranfports,  when 
he  faw  me.  For  my  part,  I  was  fo 
much  overjoyed  at  the  fight  of  him, 
that  I  held  out  my  arms,  and  he  hug- 
ged me  in  his,  without  ceremony  :  the 
dilti  notion  between  the  mafter  and  fe- 
cretury  was  loft  in  this  embrace  j  fo 
^lad  were  they  to  fee  one  another. 

When  we  were  a  little  difcngaged,  I 
interrogated  Scipio  about  the  condi- 
tion in  which  he  left  my  houfe.  *You 
have  no  houfe,'  he' replied  j  *and,  to 
fpare  you  the  trouble  of  afking  un- 
neceflary  questions,  I  will  tell  you, 
in  two  words,  what  parted  at  home. 
Your  effects  were  pillaged,  as  well 
by  the  foldiers  as  by  your  own  fer- 
vantsj  who,  looking  upon  you  as  a 
loft  man,  paid  themfelves  their  own 
wages  with  what  they  could  carry 
off.  Luckily  for  you,  I  had  the  ad- 
drefs  to  fave  from  their  talons  two 
large  bags  of  double  piltoles,  which 
I  took  out  of  your  Itrong-box,  .»;u! 
fecured,  by  putting  them  IIHO  the 
cuftody  of  Suitro,  who  will  redcliver 
them  as  foon  as  you  ihall  bereleall-d 
from  this  tower,  where  I  believe  you 


*  will  not  be  long  boarded  at  his  ma- 
'  jelly's  cxpence,   becaufe  you  WHS  ap- 
'  prehended  without  the  knowledge  of 
'  the  Duke  of  Lerma.' 

I  aiked  how  he  came  to  know  that 
his  excellency  had  no  hand  in  my  mif- 
fortune.  'Oh!  as  for  that, 'laid  he, 

*  I   took,  care  to  be  well  informed  :  a 
'  friend  of   mine,  who  enjoys  the  con- 
'  fidence  of  the  Duke  d'Uzeda,  told  me 

*  all  the  particulars  of  your  imprifon- 
'   ment.   "  Cilderona,"  faid  he,  "  hav- 
"   ing  difcovered,  by  the  officioufnefs 
*'  of  a    valet,  that    Signiora    Sirena, 
"  under   another  name,    received    the 
"  Prince  of  Spain  in  the  night-time  ; 
<c  and  that  this  intrigue  was  conducted 
"  by   the   Count  de  Lenics,  with  the 
"  alliltance  of  Signior  de  Santillane, 
"  refolved  to  be  revenged  upon  them, 
'•'  as  well  as  upon  his  miiirefs.     With 
"  this  view,  he  went  privately  to  the 
"  Duke  d'Uzeda,  and    difcovered  the 
"  whole  affair.      The  duke,    ravifli- 
t(  ed   at   having  in    his   hand   fuch   a 
f<  fair    opportunity    of    ruining    his 
"  enemy,     did    not   fail    to  ufe     it  ; 
'*  he    informed    the    king   oi"    what 
<{  he  had  heard  ;    and   reprefented   to 
*'  him,  with  great  zeal,  the  perils   to 
*'  which  the  prince  had  been  expofed. 
'*  This   piece   of  news  rouzed  thein- 
44  dignation  of  his  m:ijelty,   who  im- 
*'  mediately  ordered  Sirena  to  be  f)iut 
"•  up  in  the  houfe  of  corre&ion,  ba- 
11  nii'hed  the  Count  de  Lemos,    and 
"  condemned    Gil  Bias  to  perpetual 
"  impril'unment."    This,'  added  Sci- 
pio, '  is  what  my  friend  toid  me  j   by 

*  which  you  fee  that  your  misfortune 

*  is  the  work  of  the  Duke  d'Uzeda^ 

*  or  rather  of  Calderona.' 

From  this  information,  I  imagined 
that  my  affairs  might  be  retrieved  in 
time;  that  the  Duke  of  'Lerma,  piqued 
at  his  nephew's  exile,  would  exert  him- 
felf  to  have  that  nobleman  recalled  to 
court;  and  I  flattered  myi'elf,  that  I 
fhould  not  be  forgotten  by  his  excel- 
lency. What  a  fine  thing  hope  is  ! 
it  con  fo  led  me  all  of  a  fudden  for  the 
lofs  of  my  effects,  which  had  been 
Itolen ;  and  made  me  as  merry  as  if  J 
lud  caufe  to  be  fo.  Far  from  regard- 
ing my  prifon  as  an  unhappy  anode, 
where  I  fhould  perhaps  end  my 
it  appeared  rather  as  the  incur. 
Fortune  had  ultd  to  mifc  me  to  fome 
great  poll;  for  I  reafoned  with  n 
in  thisnuuncr ;  'Tbcpartizan?  for  the 
'  piirae- 
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prime  -  minifter  are,  Don  Fernando 
jSorgia,  Father  Jerome  of  Florence, 
and,  in  particular,  Brother  Lewis 
d1  Aliaga,  who  owes  to  his  intereft  the 
place  he  at  prefent  pofTefles  at  court. 
With  the  aiiiftance  of  thefe  powerful 
friends*  his  excellency  will  demolilh 
all  his  foes  5  or  perhaps  the  Rate  will 
foon  alter  it's  appearance :  his  majefty 
is  very  fickly  5  and  as  foon  as  he  IhaU 
be  no  more,  the  prince  his  fon  will 
begin  his  reign  by  recalling  the  Count 
de  Leinos,  who  will  immediately. re- 
leafe  me  from  this  place,  and  prefent 
*•  me  to  the  new  monarch,  who  will 

*  load  me  with  favours. *  Thus,  already 
elevated  with  future  plealures,  I  fcarce 
felt  my  prefent  misfortune ;   but  I  be- 
lieve the  two  bags  of  doubloons,  which 
my  fecretary  told  me  he  had  depolited 
with    the   goldfmith,    contributed,  as 
much  as  this  hope,  to  the  fudden  change 
of  my  difpofition. 

I  was  too  well  fatisfied  with  the  zeal 
and  integrity  of  Scipio,  to  be  filent  on 
that  fubjea:  I  offered  him  the  half  of 
the  money  which  he  had  preferved  from 
the  pillage  j  but  this  he  refufed.  '  I 
'  expecV  faid  he,  '  another  mark  of 
«  acknowledgment.1  As  much  fur- 
prized  at  his  ditcourfe  as  at  his  refufal, 
I  aflced  what  I  could  do  for  him. 

*  Don't   let    us   part,*    anfwered    he; 
'  allow  me  to  attach   my  fortune   to 
'  yours:   I  have  a  friend/hip  for  you 
'  which  I    never   felt   for   any  other 
'  matter.'— «  And  I  can  aflure  thee, 
'  child,*  faid  I,  '  there  is  no  love  loft  j 

*  the  very  firft  moment  thou  cameft  to 
'  offer  thy  fervice,  I  was  pleafed  with 
'  thy  appearance:   we  mult  have  been 

*  born  under  the  Balance,  or  Gemini, 

*  which  are  faid  to  be  the  two  conltel- 
'  lations  that  unite  the  friendship  of 

*  men.     I  willingly  accept  the  fociety 
'  thou  hall  propoled  ;  and  will   begin 

*  it,  by  in  treating  the  keeper  to  mut 

*  thee   up  with   rne   in   this  tower.'—* 

*  Nothing  can  give  me  more  pieafure,* 
cried  he;   «  you  anticipate  my  defire.   I 
'  was  jult  going  to  conjure  you  to  alk 

*  that   favour  of  mm :  your  company 
'  is  dearer  to  me  than  liberty  itlelt  ;    I 
'  will  only  fometimes   go   to   Madrid 
<  on  the  fcout,  and  lee  iV  fome  change 
'  may  not  have  happened  at  court  which 
'  can  be  favourable  to  you  :   fo  that  in 

*  me  you  will  enjoy  at  once  a  confident, 
'•  courier,  and  fpy.1 

Tilde  advantages  were  too  ccnfisle- 


2  9V 

rable  to  be  rejefted :  I  therefore  kept 
along  with  me  a  peribn  fo  ufeful,  \vi:h, 
the  permiifion  of  the  obliging  keener, 
who  could  not  refufe  me  fuch  an  agree- 
able confolation. 


CHAP.    VIIL 

TH£  MOTIVES  AND  SUCCESS  OF 
SCIPIO'S  FIRST  JOURNEY  TO 
MADRID.  GIL  BLAS  FALLS  SICK  : 
THE  CONSEtQJLJ£NCE  OF  HIS  DIS- 
TEMPER. 

IF  it  be  ufually  obferved,  that  we 
have  no  greater,  enemies  than  our 
domellicks,  it  mult  likewife  be  owned, 
that,  when  they  happen  to  be  faithful 
and  affectionate,  they  are  our  beft 
friends.  After  the  zeal  that  Scipio 
had  manifelted,  I  could  not  look  upon 
him  but  as  another  felf.  There  was, 
therefore,  no  more  fubordination  be- 
tween Gil  Bias  and  his  fecretary  5  no 
more  ceremony;  they  lodged  together 
in  the  fame  room,  ufing  the  fame  table 
and  bed. 

There,  was  a  great  deal  of  gaiety  in 
Scipio's  converfation  ;  he  might  have 
been  juftly  fir  named  the  Good-humour- 
ed Lad:  befides,  he  had  a  good  head, 
and  I  profited  by  his  advice.  *  Friend," 
laid  I  to  him  one  day,  f  methinks  it 
'  would  be  no  bad  fcheme  for  me  to 
'  write  to  the  Duke  of  Lerma  :  this 

*  could  produce  no  bad  effecl }  what  is 
1  thy  opinion  of  the  matter?1—*  Yes  j 
'  but,1  anfwered  he,  *  the  great  are  fp 
'  different  from  themfelves/atdiffa-ert 
'  times,   that  I  don't  know  how  your 
'  letter  will  be  received  :   nevertheless, 
'  I  am  of  p  pin  km  that  you  fhould  write 
'  in    the  mean   time.      Although  the 

*  minifter  loves  you.,, you  muft  no^trult 

*  to  his   friendlhip   for  being  remem- 
c  bered  by  him  :   t'hefe  kind  of  putrons 
(  eafily   forget    thofe   who   are  out   ef 

*  fight  or  hearing.1 

Although  this  was  but  too  true,  I 
replied,  '  I  judge  more  favourable  of 
c  my  patron,  to  whole  kindnefs  for  me 

*  I  a:n   no  Granger:   I   am    perluaded 
f  that  he  pities  my  nfHiclion,  which  in- 
{  ceirmtly  prelents  itfirlf  tp  his  mind  i 
'  he  probably  waits   until   the  king's 
4   wrath   (hail  iubfids,   before  he  takes 
f  me  out  of  prifon.' — '  In  good  time!* 
he  refumed  j   '  I  wifh  your  opinion  cf 
'  his  excellency  may  be  right:  implore 

*  his  afllllance  then  by  a  very  moving? 

'  letter, 
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*  letter,  which    I  will   cany  to  him  ; 

*  and  I  pro  mile  lo  deliver  it  into  his 
'  own  hand.' 

I  immediately  called  for  piper  and 
ink,  and  compoied  a-  model  of  elo- 
quence which  Scipio  thought  very  pa- 
thetick,  and  Tordefiilas  preferred  even 
to  the  homilies  of  the  Arch bi (hop  of 
Grenada. 

I  Mattered  myfelf,  that  the  Duke  of 
L?rm  i  would  he  moved  with  compaf- 
fion,  in  reading  the  melancholy  ac- 
count which  J  gave  him  of  the  mife- 
rable  condition  in  wl)ich  I  was  not  j 
and  in  that  confidence  difpatched  my 
courier;  who  no  fooner  arrived  at  Ma- 
drid, than  he  went  to  the  minifter's 
houfe,  and  met  a  valet  de  chainbre  of 
my  acquaintance,  who  procured  for 
him  an  opportunity  ot  fpeaking  to  the 
duke.  '  My  .lord,'  laid  Scipio,  pre- 
ienting.  to  his  excellency  the  packet 
with  which  he  was  entrulted,  '  one  of 
your  moft  faithful  fervants,  ftretched 
upon  ilraw,  in  a  dif'tnal  dungeon  of 
the  tower  of  Segovia,  moft  humbly 
entreats  your  grace  to  read  this  letter, 
which  a  turnkey,  out  of  pity,  gave 
him  liberty  and  means  to  write.1 
The 'rtiinifter  opened  and  perufed  the 
letter;  but  although  he  beheld  in  it  a 
picture  capable  of  melting  the  moft  ob- 
durate foul,  far  fi\)ir:  learning  affe&ed 
at  rr.y  cliiire,'"?;.  he  railed  his  voice,  and, 
in  the  hearing  of  feveral  perfons  pre- 
fenf,  fa  id  to  the  courier,  with' a  furious 
air,  <  Friend,  tell  Santillane,  that  he 
has  a  great  deaf  of  affurance  to  ad- 
drefs  himfelf  to  me  after  the  unwor- 
thy, action  he  ha.;  committed,  and 
for  .which  he  is  lo  jultly  chaftizcd. 
He  is  a  wretch  'who  iraift  not  depend 

*  upon  my  protection  ;  for  I  abandon 

*  him  to  the  relent  men:  of  the  king. '' 
Scipio.,  in  fpite  of  all  his  effrontery, 

was  difconcerted  at  this  difcourfcj  but, 
rfofwithlhi'iKjing  his  confuiion,  endea- 
voured   to    intercede    for  me.      ' 
«  lord,'  he  refumcd,  «  the  £oor   pri- 

*  foner  will  die  of  grief  when  he  hears 
'  the  anfwer  of  your  excellency.'    The 
duke   made  no  reply  to  my  mediator 
but  by  a  item  look,   and   turned   his 
back  upon  him.     It  was  thus  the:  mini- 
lier  treated   me,  the   better  to  conceal 
the  part  he  had  in  the  amorous  intrigue 
of  the  Prince  of  Spain  ;  and  this  ought 
ra  be  a  warning  to  all    little  agents, 


whom  noblemen  ufe  in  their  fecret  and 
dangerous  negociations. 

When  my  fecretary  returned  to  Se- 
govia, and  made  me  acquainted  with 
the  fuccels  of  his  commiffion,  I  was 
plunged  into  the  dire  abyfs  of  defpon- 
dency  in  which  I  found  myielf  the  firft 
day  of  my  imprifonment.  I  thought 
myfelf  even  (till  more  unhappy,  fmce 
I  had  now  no  reafon  to  expeft  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Duke  of  Lenna.  My 
courage  funk  apace  ;  and,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  that  they  could  fay  to  raile 
it  Bg»m,  I  became  a  prey  to  the  moll 
keen  lorrow,  which  threw  me  by  de- 
grees into  a  moft  violent  fever. 

Mr.  Keeper,  who  intereited  himfelf 
in  my  prefervation,  imagining  that  he 
could  not  do  better  than  call  phyfi- 
cians  to  my  afiiftance,  brought  two  to 
vilit  me,  who,  by  their  appearance, 
feemed  zealous  minifters  of  the  goddefe 
Libhina  *.  •  Signior  Gil  Bias,'  faid 
he,  prefenting  them  to  me,  «  here  are 
«  two  Hlppocrates's  come  to  fee  you; 
*  they  wifl  let  you  a- foot  again  in  a 
'  little  time.1  I  was  fo  much  prtju- 
di.  e  I  againft  all  manner  of  phyficians, 
that  I  iliould  have  certainly  given  them 
a  very  baci  reception,  had  I  been  in  the 
lealt  defirous  of  living;  but  at  that 
time  I  felt  myfelf  fomuch  tired  of  lire, 
that  I  was  glad  Tordeiillas  had  put  me 
into  their  hands. 

'.  Signior  Cavalier,'  faid  one  of  thefc 

doctors  to  me,  *  in  the  firft  place,  you 

mult  repole  an  entire  confidence  in 

our  flciil.'— <  I  have  a  moft  perfect 

dependence  on  it,'  aiifwertdl:  *  with 

your  aililtance,   I  am  very  furc  that, 

in  a  few  days,  I  fliall  be  cured  of  all 

my  diltempers.' — '  Yes/  he  replied  ; 

with  God" »  help,  you  (hall  :  at  lealt, 

we  will  do  our  endeavour  for  that 

pm-pole.'    Thefe  gentlemen  actually 

performed  to  a  miracle,  and  put  n, 

to  fuch  a  good  way,  that  I  was  vilibly 

polting  to  the  other  world.      Dun  An- 

vi.jt,   defpairing  of  my  recovery ,  luJ 

already  lent  for  a  Franciican  friar  to 

prepare  me  for  my  end.     Tlie  good  i'a- 

iher,  having  done  his  duty,  had  already 

retired;   and    I    myielf   believing  that 

my   lalt    hour   approached,    beckoned 

Scipio    to    the    bed- fide.     *  My 

'   friend,'  faid  I  to  him,  with  a  faint 

voice;  fo  much  was  I  enfeebled  by  tho 

medicines  I  had  taken,. ami  the  L 


The  goddcfr  whs  prcfidcs  over  fun^rali, 
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ings  I  had  undergone ;  '  I  leave  to  thee 
one  of  the  bags  which  are  at  Ga- 
briel's houfe,  and  conjure  thee  to 
tarry  the  other  into  the  Alturias,  to 
my  father  and  mother,  who  muft 
have  great  occafion  for  it,  if  they  be 
ttill  alive.  But,  alas!  1  tear  they 
could  not  bear  up  againlt  my  ingra- 
titude :  the  report  which,  doubtiefs, 
Mufcada  made  to  them  of  my  hard- 
heartednefs,  has,  perhaps,  occahoned 
theirdeath.  If  Heaven  hath  preferved 
them,  in  fpite  of  the  indifference  witlr 
which  I  requited  their  affection,  give 
them  the  bag  of  doubloons,  and  beg 
them,  from  me,  to  pardon  my  unna- 
tural behaviour.  If  they  are  no  more, 
I  charge  thee  to  employ  the  money 

*  in  cauiing  prayers  to  be  put  up  for 
'  the  repofe  of  their  fouls  and  mine.1 
So  faying,    I   ftretched  out   my  hand, 
which  he  bathed  with   his  tears,  with- 
out being  able  to  anfwer  one  word  ;  fo 
much  was  thf  poor  young  man  afHicled 
at   the  profpc-et   of  lofmg  me.     This 
proves,  that  the  tears  of  rn  h  ir  are  not 
always  the  tears  of  joy  dnguiied. 

I  lay  thus,  in  expectation  of  my  exit ; 
but  I  was  baulked.  My  doctors,  hav- 
ing abandoned  me,  left  the  fieid  free  to 
nature.  I  was  faved  by  their  deier- 
tion.  The  fever,  which,  according  to 
their  prognoltick,  was  to  carry  me  off, 
quitted  me  immediately,  as  if  it  in- 
tended to  give  them  the  lye.  I  recover- 
ed gradually;  and,  by  the  greater!  good 
luck  in  the  world,  a  perfect  tranquillity 
of  mind  was  the  fruit  of  my  diieale.  I 
then  4iad  no  need  of  confolation  :  I  en- 
tertained for  riches  and  honour  all  the 
contempt  which  the  opinion  of  ap- 
proaching death  had  made  me  con- 
ceive $  and  nowreftored,  as  it  were,  to 
myfelf,  blefTed  my  misfortune.  I  thank- 
ed Heaven  for  it,  as  fora  particular  fa- 
vour, and  firmly  re'blved  never  to  re- 
turn to  court,  even  if  the  Duke  of 
Lerma  fhouUl  recal  me.  I  piopoied 
rather,  if  ever  I  (hould  be  releaftd,  to 
purchafe  a  cottage,  and  live  in  it  like 
a.  philosopher. 

My  confident  approved  of  my  de- 
flgn  j  and  told  me,  that,  in  order  to 
haften  the  execution  of  ir,  he  intended 
to  go  and  iblicit  my  enlargement  at 
Madrid.  *  There  is  a  thing  come  into 
«  my  head,'  added  he  :  '  I  know  a 
'  perlbn  who  can  lerve  you.  She  is 
'  the  favourite  waiting- woman  of  the 

*  prince's  iiurie3   and  a  giri  or  undtr- 


ftanding,  I  will  make  her  apply  to 
her  friiftrefs  in  your  behaff;  and  will 
attempt  every  thing  to  get  you  cut 
of  this  towtr,  which  is  ftill  a  prifon,- 
notwithftanding  the  good  treatment, 
you  receive  in  it.' — *  Thou  art  in  the 
right,'  anfweied  I  j  '  go,  my  friend, 
and  begin  this  negociation  without 
Jofs  of  time.  Would  to  Heaveft  we 
were  already  in  our  retreat !' 


CHAP.     IX. 

SCIPIO  RETURNS,  TO  MADRID,  AND- 
PROCURES  THE  ENLARGEMENT 
OF  GIL  BLAS,  ON  CERTAIN  CON- 
DITIONS. WHAT  COURSE  THEY 
STEER  TOGETHER,  WHEN  THEY 
LEAVE  THE  TOWER.  OF  SEGOVIA, 
AND  THE  CONVERSATION  THAT 
PASSES  BETWEEN  THEM. 

SCIPIO  fet  out  once  more  for  Ma- 
drid ;  and  I,  in  expectation  of  his 
return,  applied  myfelf  to  reading,  be- 
ing furnilbed  with  more  "books  than  I 
wanted  by  Tordefillas,  who  borrowed 
them  from  an  old  commander  that 
could  not  read,  though  he  had  a  fine 
library,  to  maintain  the  appearance  of 
a  literati.  I  loved,  in  particular,  good 
books  of  morality,  becaule  I  found  in 
them  every  moment  pillages  that  flat- 
tered my  averlion  for  the  court,  and  my 
inclination  for  iblitude. 

I  fpent  three  weeks  without  hearing 
a  fyllable  of  my  agent,  who  at  length, 
returned,  and  laid  to  me,  with  a  gajr 
air,  '  This  time,  Signior  de  Santillane, 
I  bring  good  news  j  Madam  the  nurfe 
intereits  herfelf  in  your  behalf.    Her 
maid,  at  my  entreaty,  in  confidera- 
tion   of  an   hundred  piltoles  that  I 
have  configned  to  hei},  has  been  fo 
generous    as  to  engage  her  to  beg 
your  releafe  of  the  Prince  of  Spain  ; 
and  that  prince,  who,  as  I  have  al- 
ready obierved,  can   refute   her  no- 
thing, has  promifed  to  afk  it  of  the 
king  his  father.     I  am  come  hither 
in  a  hurry  to  apprize  you  of  it,  and 
fhall  return  i  mined  lately  to   put  the 
fini.limg   ftroke    to   the  work.''     So 
faying,  he  left  me,  and  went  back  to 
court. 

His  third  trip  was  not  of  long  du- 
ration.    In  eight  days  my  man  return- 
ed,  and  told  me,  that  the  prince  had, 
nut  without  difficulty,  obtained  my  rt*- 
Q       a  leafc. 
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Jeafe.     This  piece  of  information  was 
confirmed  .the  fame  day  by  Mr.  Keep- 
er, \v1io  embraced   me,  faying,  4  My 
*-dear   Gil  Bias!  thank  Heaven,  you 
*-  are  free!   the  gates  of  the  prilbn  are 
open  to  you  j   but  upon  two  condi- 
tions, which  perhaps  will  give  you  a 
great  deal  of  pain,  and  which  I  am 
obliged  to   inform  you  of,    though 
not  without  regret.    His  ma  jetty  for- 
bids you  to  appear  at  court,  and  or- 
ders  you    to    quit    the  kingdom   of 
Caltile  in- a  month.     I  am  very  much 
mortified    that    you   are     prohibited 
from  going  to  court/—- *  And  I  am 
overjoyed  at    it,'  I  replied  :    '  God 
knows  what  my  opinion  of  it  is.     I 
expecled  but   one   favour   from  the 
king,  and  I  have  received  two.' 
Being  a  flu  red  that  I  was  no  longer 
prifoner,  I  hired  two  mules,  which  my 
confident  and  I  mounted  next  day,  af- 
ter having  bid  adieu  to  Cogollos,  and 
returned  a  thoufand  thanks  to  Torde- 
fillas,  for  all  the  marks  of  friendship 
I  had  received  at  his  hands.     We  let 
cut  merrily    for   Madrid,  to   retrieve, 
from  the  hands  of  Signior  Gabriel,  our 
two  bags,  in  each  of  which  were  five 
hundred  doubloons.     My  aflbciatelaid 
io  me  by  the  way,  *  If  we  are  not  rich 
enough  to  buy  a  magnificent  eltate, 
we  can  at  leali  purchafe  a  commo- 
dious one. '•*-'  So  we  had  bu-t  a  hut,' 
anfwered  I,   « I  Should  be  fatisfied  with 
my   condition  ;    for,     though   I    am 
fcarce  in  the  middle  of  my  career,  I 
feel   myfelf  quite  detached  from  the 
world,  and  intend  for  the  future  to 
live  for  myfelf  only.     Befules,  I  muft 
tell  thee,  I  have  formed  an  inchant- 
ing  idea  of  a  country  life,  the  pica- 
fures  of  which  I  enjoy  by  anticipa- 
tion.     Methinks    I    already  behold 
the  enamelled  meads,  hear  the  night- 
ingales fmg,  and  the   brooks  mur- 
mur.    Sometimes  I  divert  myfelf  in 
hunting,  and  fometimes  in   filhing. 
Imagine   to  thyfeif,    my  friend,  all 
the   different  pleasures  that  await  us 
in  folitude,  an+l  thou  wilt  be  as  much 
charmed  with  it  as  I  am.      With  re- 
gard to  eating,  the  moft  fimple  nou- 
lilhment  is  beft.     A  moricl  of  bread 
may  fatisfy  us  when  we  arc  hungry, 
and  the  appetite  with  which    we  eat 
it,   will  make  us  think   it   excellent 
rood.     The   pleafure  does   not  con- 
•  lift:  in  the  quality  of  exquifite  dilhcs, 
<  but  centers  wholly  in  ouriclvej  j  and 


*  this  is  fo  true,  that  the  moft  delicious 

*  of  my  meals  are  not  thofe  in  which 
'  the  grcatelt  delicacy  and  abundance 
'  reign.     Frugality  is  a  fource  of  de- 

*  lights,  and  wonderfully  conducive  to 

*  health.' 

*  By  your  leave,  Signior  Gil  Bias,* 
faid  my  fecretary,  interrupting  me  ;  *  I 
f  am  not  altogether  of  your  opinion 

*  with  regard  to  the  pretended  frugality 
'  you    praife  fo  much.     Why  mould 
'  we   live   like  Diogenes  ?    If  we  in- 
'  dulge  our  appetites  a  little,  we  (hall 
4  not  find  ourfelves  a  bit  the  worfe  for 
'  it.     Take  my  advice  ;  and  fmce  we 

*  have,    thank   God,    wherewithal  to 
'  rendt;-  our  retreat  agreeable,  let  us 

*  not  make  it  the  habitation  of  hunger 
'  and  poverty.     As  foon  as  we  mail 

*  have  got  pofTellion  of  our  land,  we 

*  mall   fortify   our  honfe  with    good 
{  wines,  and  all  other  provifions  fuit- 
'  able  to  people  of  talle,  who  did  not 
'  quit  the  commerce  of  mankind  with  a 

*  view  of  renouncing  the  conveniences 

*  of  life,  but  rather  to  enjoy  them  with 

*  more  tranquillity.     "That  which  a 
"  man  has  in  his  houfe,"  fays  Hefiod, 
"  never  hurts  him  :  whereas  that  which 
"  he  has  not  may.     It  is  better,"  adds 

*  the    lame   author,   "  for  a    man    to 
"  have  all  things  necefli^ry  in  his  pof* 
"  felfion,  than  in  his  wifhonly." 

'  How  the  devil,  Mr.  Scipio  t'  cried 
I,  *  come  you  to  know  tbe  Greek  po- 

*  ets  ?     Ha  !  where  did  you  pick  up 

*  acquaintance  with  Hehod  ?' — *  In  the 
1  houfe  of  a  learned  man,'  he  replied: 
'  I  ferved  a  pedant  of  Salamanca  foine 
'  time.     He  was  a  great  commentator, 
'  and   would  tofs  you  up  a  large  vo- 
«  lume  in  a  twinkling,  compoled  of 

*  Hebrew,  Greek,   and  Latin   quota- 
'  tions,  taken  from  books  in  his  libra- 
'   ry,  and  tranflated  into  the   Caftilian 
«  tongue.     As  I  was  his  amanuenlis, 
«  I   retained   in   my   memory   a   great 
4   number  of  fentciu.es  as  remarkable 
«  as  that  which  I  repeated.'— '  If  that 
'  be  the  cafe,'  faid  I,  *  your  memory 

*  is  well  garni flicd.     Bui,   to  return  to 

*  our  fchcine  j    in    what   kingdom    <;t 

*  Spain  do  you  think  \ve  Ihould   elta- 

*  blifh  ourphiloiophic.il  relidence  ?'— 
1   I  vote  for  Arragon,'  it-plifd  my  con- 
fident j   4  we  will  there  find  charming 

*  fpots,  where  we  may  lead  a  delicious 
<  ]jfc.'—«  VVclJ,'  faid  I  j     '  be   it   Ib. 
'  Let  us  fix  in  Arragon.     I  con  fen  t  >o 
1  the  piopofalj  and  I   wi/h    we  may 

«   there 
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*  there  find  a  place  of  abode  that  will     with  cloaths  and  linen.      While  I  was 

*  afford  all  thole  pleafures  with  which     going  from  one  place  to  another  in  the 
<  Jfeaft  my  imagination/  Itreets,  bargaining;  for  what  I  wanted, 


CHAP.     X. 

THEIR  BEHAVIOUR  AT  MADRID. 
GIL  BLAS  MEETS  A  CERTAIN 
PERSON  IN  THE  STREET.  THE 
CONSEO^UENCE  OF  THAT  MEET- 
JNG, 

WHEN  we  arrived  at  Madrid, 
we  alighted  at  a  final  I  houfe, 
where  Scipio  had  lodged  in  his  expe- 
ditions j  and  the  firft  thing  we  did  was 
to  repair  to  Salerp,  in  order  to  retrieve 
our  doubloons.  He  gave  us  a  very  ci- 
vil reception,  and  e^prefled  a  good 
deal  of  joy  in  feeing  me  at  liberty.  '  I 

*  proteit  to  you,'  laid   he,  '  I  was  fo 

*  much  affected  with  your  misfortune, 
'  that  I  conceived  a  difgult  at  all  al- 

*  liances  with  courtiers,  their  fortunes 
'  are  fo  uncertain  j  and  therefore  gave 

*  my  daughter  Gabriela   in  marriage 

*  tq  a  wealthy  merchant.'— r«  You  were 

*  in  the  right,'  anfwered  I  :  '  for,  be- 
'  fides  that  this  match  is  more  folid, 
'  a  citizen  who  marries  his  daughter 
4  to  a  man  of  quality,  has  not  always 
'  reafon  to  be  latisned  with  Monjieur 
<  his  fon-in-law,' 

Then  fliifting  the  fuhjeft,  and  com- 
ing to  the  purpofe,  'Signior  Gabriel,' 
added  I,  *  be.ib  good,  if  you  pleafe, 
'  as  to  deliver  the  two  thoufand  pif- 

*  toles-,   which — '     *  Your    money    is 
«  ready  for  you,'  faid  the  golcjfinith, 
interrupting  me  5    and  conducting  us 
jnto  his  clofet,  mewed  us  the  two  bags, 
with    notes    upon    them,    containing 
thefe  words  :  *  Thefe  bags  of  doub- 
4  loons  belong  to  Signiov  Gil  Bias  de 
«  Santillane.V- «  There  they  are,'  laid 
he,  '  juft  as  they  were  committed  to 
'  my  care.' 

I  thanked  Salero  for  the  fervice  he 
had  done  me  ;  and,  very  well  conlbled 
for  the  lofs  of  his  daughter,  carried 
the  bags  home,  where  we  began  to  ex;- 
amine  our  double  pinoles.  The  tale 
was  juft,  after  having  deducted  about 
fifty  which  had  been  employed  to  pro- 
cure my  enlargement.  Ourfole  Itudy 
now  was,  to  put  ourfelves  in  a  condi- 
$ion  to  depart  for  Arragon.  My  iecre- 
tary  undertook  to  buy  a  chaife  and 
two  mules,  and  I  provided  eyrielm 
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I  met  Baron  Steinbach,  that  officer  of 
the  German  guards  in  whofe  houfe 
Pon  Alphonfo  had  been  brought  up. 

I  faluted  that  cavalier,  who,  knowing 
me  alfo,  came  and  embraced  me  with 
great  affection.  « I  am  extremely  glad/ 
laid  I  to  him,  '  to  fee  your  Jordlhipia 
fuetCgpod  health,  and  to  find  at  the 
farri«Mi-fT>e  an  opportunity  of  hearing 
of  Do%Caefarand  Don  Alphonfo  dc 
Leyva/*—'  I  can  give  you  a  certain 
accountrdf  them  both,'  anfwered  hej 
for  they  are  now  actually  at  Madrid, 
and  lodg?  in  my  houfe.  About  three 
months  ago  they  came  to  town  tt» 
thank  his  mojelty  for  a  poft  which 
Don  Alphonfo  has  received,  in  con- 
fideration  of  the  fcrvices  which  his 
anceftors^had  clone  the  Itate.  He  is 
made  governor  ot  the  city  of  Valen- 
cia, without  having  aiked  the  place, 
or  even  deilred  any  body  to  iblicit 
for  him.  Nothing  can  be  more  ge- 
nerous ;  and  this  mews  that  our  mo- 
narch delights  in  recompeniing  va- 
lour,' 

Though  I  knew  much  better  than 
the  Baron  de  Steinbach  what  the  true 
motive  was,  I  did  not  ieem  to  know 
any  thing  of  the  matter  j  butexprelfed 
fuch  a  vehement  defire  to  Jalutemy  old 
mailers,  that,  in  order  to  fatisfy  me, 
he  carried  me  home  with  him  imme- 
diately. I  was  curious  to  try  Don 
Alphun-fo,  and  judge,  by  the  reception 
I  liiowid  meet  with  train  him,  whe- 
ther or  no  he  had  any  remains  of  af- 
fection for  me.  I  found  him  in  a  hall, 
playing  at  chefs  with  the  baronefs  } 
and  as  foon  as  he  perceived  me,  he 
quitted  the  game,  got  up,  and  ad- 
vancing towards  me  with  tranfport, 
prtlfed  my  head  with  his  arms,  fay- 
ing, with  marks  of  real  joy,  '  Santii- 
lane,  have  I  found  you  again!  I  am 
overjoyed  at  meeting  with  you  !  It 
was  not  my  fault  that  ever  we  part- 
ed j  for  1  defned  you,  if  you  re- 
member, not  to  leave  the  cattle  of 
Leyva.  You  had  no  regard  to  my 
requeit  j  but  I  am  far  from  being 
angry  with  you  on  that  account.  I 
am  even  beholden  to  you,  for  the 
motive  of  your  retreat  :  but  fince 
that  tune,  you  ought  to  have  let  me 
hear  from  you,  and  fpared  me  the 
trouble  of  fending  in,  yam  to  find 

«   you 
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«  you   at  Grenada,   where  Don  Fcr~ 

*  nando,  my  brother-in-law,  wrote  me 

*  you  was.* 

After  this  gentle  reproach,  he  ton- 
tinued,  <  Tell  me  what  your  hufmds 

*  is  at  Madrid.  You  have,   I  fuppofe, 
«  fome  employment  here  !  Be  aflured, 

*  that  I  mare  as  much  as  ever  in  wh.it 

*  concerns  you.'—*  Signtor,'  anfwered 
I,  *  fomething  lefs  than  four  months 

*  ago,  I    filled  a   pretty   considerable 

*  polt  at  court,  having  had  the  honour 
«  to  be  fecretary  and  confident  to  the 
'  Duke  of  Lerma.'  —  '  Is  it  pofliblc  !" 
cried    Don  Alphonfo,    with   extreme 
aitonifltment ;   «  what !  was  you  in  the 

*  confidence  of  the  prime-miniller  ?'— 

*  I   gained  his  favour,'  faid  I,   '  nn'd 

*  loll  it  in  the  manner  you  (hall  hear.' 
I  then  recounted  the  whole  ftory,  and 
ended  my  narration  with  the  rcfolu- 
tion  I   had  taken    to  buy,    with    the 
(lender  remains  of  my  pail  profperity, 
a  cottage,  in  which  1  propofed  to  irad 
a  retired  life.     The  fon  of  Don  Cacfar 
having  liftaied   very  attentively,    re- 
plied ;  '  My  dear  Gil  Bias,  you  know 

I  always  loved  you.  You  (hall  be 
the  fport  of  Fortune  no  more.  I 
will  deliver  you  from  her  power,  by 
making  you  matter  of  an  eftate, 
which  me  cannot  deprive  you  of. 
Since  you  deligntolivc  in  the  coun- 
try, 1  beftow  upon  you  a  fmall  farm 
which  we  have  hard  by  Lirias,  about 
four  leagues  from  Valencia.  You 
know  the  place  $  and  it  is  a  prefent 
which  we  are  in  a  condition  of  mak- 
ing, without  incommoding  ourlelves 
in  the  leall.  I  dare  anfwer  for  my 
father's  confent,  and  know  that  it 
will  give  great  pleaiure  to  Scraphi- 

I  threw  myfelf  at  the  feet  of  Don 
Alphonfo,  who  immediately  raifed  me 
up.  I  kiflc-d  his  hand,  and  more  charm- 
ed with  the  goodncfs  of  his  he-art,  than 
\vith  the  value  of  his  favour,  '  Sig- 
'  nior/  faid  I,  *  your  behaviour  en- 
4  chants  me.  The  prefent  which  you 
'  make  is  the  more  agreeable,  as  it 

*  precedes  the  knowledge  of  a  piece  of 
'   lervice  which  1  did  you  5  and  I  would 

*  rather  owe  it  to  your  generoiiry  than 
'  to  your  acknowledgment.'    My  go- 
veiuoi  was  a  little  furpriz'.'d  at  my  dif- 
couife,  and   did   not   fail    to  afk  what 
this  pretended  ftrvi:*e  was,   1  told  him  j 
and  thv  information  redoubled  his  fur- 
prize.     1'.-.   «     wwli   a*  the  Baron  d? 


ich,  was  far  from  thinking  ttaf 
the  government  of  the  city  of  Valen- 
cia had  been  bellowed  upon  him  by 
my  intereft.  Neverthelefs,  as  he  could 
not  doubt  my  veracity,  *  Gil  Bias,' 
faid  he,  *  fince  I  owe  mv  poll  to  yon, 

*  I  don't  intend  to   confine  my  gra- 

*  tuity  to  the  little  farm  of  Lirias  ;  I 
'  will   give    you    along   with    it   two 
'  thoufand  ducats  yearly.' 

'  Halt    there,    Signior    Alphonfo/ 
faid  I,  interrupting  him  j '  don't  awake 

*  my  avarice.     I    have  too  well  expe- 
'  rienced,    that   riches   ferve   only  to 
'  corrupt  my  morals.     I  accept,  with 
'  all   my   heart,  your  farm  of  Lirias; 

*  where  I  will  live  comfortably  with 
'  th-e  meney  which  I  have  already  in 

*  my  poffiJlTion.  But  that  is  fufficient ; 

*  and,  far  from  defiring  more,  I  would 
'  rather  con  lent  to  lofe  the  fuperfluity 
«  of  what  I  poflTefs.  Riches  are  a  bur- 

*  den  to  one  in  retirement,  who  feeks 

*  only  to  enjoy  quiet.' 

While  we  converfed  in  this  manner, 
Don  "Caefar  coming  in,  exprefled  as 
much  joy  at  feeing  me  as  his  fon  had 
done  before  ;  and  when  he  underllood 
the   obligation    which  his  family  lay 
under  to  me,  he  prefTed  me  to  accept 
the  annuity,  which   I  again   refilled. 
In    fliort,    the  father  and   fon   carri- 
ed me  inftantly  to  a  notary's  houfe, 
where  they  caufed  a  deed  of  gift  to  be- 
made  out,    and   figned  it  with    more 
pleaiure  than  they  would  have  felt  in 
figning  a  deed  to  their  own  advantage* 
When  it  was  executed,  they  put  it  in- 
to my  hand,  faying  the   farm  of  Li- 
rias was  no  longer  theirs,  and  that  I 
might  go  and  take  poflfeflion  of  it  when 
I  would.  They  then  went  back  to  the 
houfe  of  Baron  de  Steinbach,  and  I 
flew  to  our  lodgings,  where  my  fecre- 
tary  was    ravimed  "with    admiration, 
when  I  informed  him  that  we  had  an 
eftate  in  Valencia,  and  recounted    in 
what  manner  I  had  made  this  acqui'- 
fition.     *  How  much,'   laid  he,   «  may 
this   fmall  dominion  be   worth  P1— . 
Five  hundred  ducats  prr  annum,'  I 
eplied  :   «  and  I  can  afline  thee,  it   is 
a  lovely  folitude,  which  I  know  pcr- 
r>6lly  well  ;   having  been  there  i 
ral    times    in  quality  of  ftexvard    to 
the  Lords  of  Leyva.     It  is  a  final! 
houle  on  the  borders  of  the  Gu 
laviir,    in    a  hamlet   of    five  or   fix 
houfes,  and  in  the  ra  id  It  of  a  charm- 
ing country.' 

tV 
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*  What  pleafes  me  ftill  more  in  it/     even  excited  me  to  put  it  in  execution. 


cried  Scipio,  *  is,  that  we  mall  have 
line  venifon,  with  wine  of  Benicarlo, 
and  excellent  Mufcadine.  Come,  ma- 
fter,  let  us  make  hafte  to  quit  the 
world,  and  gain  our  hermitage.'— 
I  long  as  much  as  thou  doft  to  be 
there,'  I  replied  j  *  but  I  muil  firft 
make  a  tour  to  the  Alturias.  My 
parents  are  there  in  no  very  agree- 
able iituation  ;  and  I  intend  to  con- 
duel  them  to  Lirias,  where  they  will 
pals  the  remainder  of  their  days  in 
quiet.  Heaven,  perhaps,  has  grant- 
ed me  this  afylum  on  purpoie  to  re- 
ceive them,  and  would  punifh  me  if 
I  failed  in  my  duty.1  Scipio  ap- 
proved ^ery  much  of  my  defign,  and 


Let  us  lofe  no  time,'  faid  he  j  'I 
have  already  fecured  a  chaife,  let  us 
buy  mules  immediately,  and  fet  out 
for  Oviedo/ — (  Yes,  my  friend,'  I 
replied  j  *  let  us  depart  as  focn  as  we 
can.  I  think  it  my  indifpenfible  duty 
to  mare  the  fweets  of  my  retirement 
with  the  authors  of  my  being.  Our 
journey  will  not  be  long.  We  fhall 
foon  fee  ourfelves  fettled  in  our  ham- 
let ;  where,  when  I  arrive,  I  will 
write  over  the  door  of  my  houfe  thefc 
two  Latin  veilcs  in  letters  of  gold: 

'  Invent  port  urn  !  Spes  et  fortune  valete  ! 
*  Sat  rr.z  h'iiiiy  luditc  nunc  aliciS 
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CHAP.     I. 

«IL  BLAS  SETS  OUT  FOR  THE 
ASTURIAS  ;  PASSES  THROUGH 
VALLADOLID,  WHERE  HE  VISITS 
HIS  OLD  MASTER,  DOCTOR  SAN- 
GRADOj  AND  MEETS  BY  ACCI- 
DENT WITH  SIGNIOR  MANUEL 
ORDONNEZ,  DIRECTOR  OF  THE 
HOSPITAL. 

^.^r^i-,  H I L  E  I  was  getting  rea- 
%  j*  dy  for  my  departure  from 

j*  W  <(  Madrid,  with  Scipio,  on 
my  journey  to  the  Aftu- 
rias,  Pope  Paul  the  Fifth 
named  the  Duke  of  Ler- 
ma  to  the  cardinalfliip.  This  pope  be- 
ing defirous  of  eftabliming  the  Inqui- 
fition  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  in- 
vefted  that  minilter  with  the  purple, 
that  lie  might  engage  him  to  make 
King  Philip  conient  to  fuch  a  laud- 
able defign.  All  thofe  who  were  well 
acquainted  with  this  new  member  of 
the  Sacred  College  thought,  like  me, 
that  the  church  had  made  a  fine  ac- 
quifition. 

Scipio,  wh*  would  rathw  have  feen 


hie  in  a  brilliant  poft  at  court,  than 
buried  in  folitude,  advifed  me  to  pre- 
fent  myfelf  before  the  cardinal :  '  Per- 
haps,' faid  he,  '  his  eminence,  fee- 
ing you  out  of  prifon  by  the  king's 
order,  will  think  it  unneceflary  to 
appear  any  longer  irritated  againft 
you,  and  take  you  into  his  fervicC 
again." — «  Mr.  Scipio,'  anfwered  I, 
you  ieem  to  have  forgot  that  I  ob- 
tained my  liberty  on  condition  that 
I  mould  quit  the  Two  Caftilcs  im- 
mediately. Befides,  do  you  think  me. 
already  difgufted  with  my  cattle  of 
Lirias  ?  I  have  told  you  once,  and 
now  repeat  it,  that  if  die  Duke  of 
Lerma  would  reftore  me  to  his  good 
graces,  and  even  offer  me  the  place  o£ 
Don  Rodrigo  de  Calderona,  I  would 
re f ufe  it.  My  refolution  is  taken,. 
I  will  go  in  queft  of  my  parents  at 
Oviedo,  and  retire  with  them  to  Va- 
lencia. As  for  thee,  my  friend,  if 
thou  repeated  of  having  joined  thy 
fortune  to  mine,  fpsak  ;  I  am  ready 
to  give  thee  one  half  of  my  money, 
and  thou  mayeft  (lay  at  Madrid,  and 
pufh  thy  fortune  as  far  as  it  will  go.* 
*  How!'  replied  my  iecretary,  net- 
tled at  my  words ;  «  can  you  fufpecl 
R  r  «  me 
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me  of  having  any  repugnance  to  fol- 
low you   to   your  retreat  ?  my  zeal 
and  attachment  are  injured  by  your 
fufpicion.  What !  ScipJo*  that  faith- 
ful fervant !  who,  to  fliaie  your  af- 
fliction, would  have  willingly  pafT- 
ed  the  remainder  of  his  days  with 
you  in  the  tower  of  Segovia  !  fliall 
he  feel  any  regret  in  accompanying 
you  to  an  abode*  that  promifes  him  a 
thoufand  pleafures"  No,  no;   I  have 
no  defireof  difluadingyou  from  your 
rdblution.     I   mult  own,  I   was  a 
little  mifchievous,  when    I   aclvifed 
you  to  mew  yourielf  to  the  Duke  of 
Lerma  :  I  wanted  to  found  you,  that 
I  might  know  if  fome  feeds  of  am- 
bition did  not   (till  remain  in  your 
*•  breait.     Well  then;  fince  you  are  fo 
much  detached  from  pomp  and  gran- 
deur, let  us  abandon  the  court  im- 
mediately, and  go  and  enjoy  thofe 
innocent  and  delicious  pleafures,  of 
which  we  have  formed  fuch  charming 
ideas.'  We  actually  fet  out  in  a  few 
4lays,    mounted  together  in    a   chaife 
tlrawn   by  two  good  mules,  and  con- 
Aicled  by  a  young  man,  with  whom 
I  thought  proper  to  augment  my  train. 
tVe  lay  the  firil  night  at  Alcala  deHe- 
nares,  and  the  fecond  at  Segovia  ;  from 
tvhence,  (without  flaying  to  vifit  the 
generous  Keeper  Tordefillas)  we  got 
to   Penafiel   on  the  Duero,  and  next 
day  to  Valladolid  *.     At  fight  of  this 
hit  place,  I  could  not  help  heaving  a 
profound  figh  j    and  my  companion, 
\vho  perceived   it,  afking    the   caufe, 
«  Child/  faid  I,  «  I  practifed  phyfick 

*  a  long  time  in  this   city;  and  my 

*  conlcience  upbraids  me  with  it  this 

*  moment !  methinks  all  the  fick  peo- 
«  pie  whom  I  killed  cemc  out  of  their 

*  tombs,  and  leem  ready  to  tear  me  in 

*  pieces.'—'  What  a   fancy  is  this  !' 
faid  my  fecretary  :  '  truly  Signior  de 
4  Santillane,  you  are  too  good .    Why 
'   ftiould  you  repent  of  having  labour- 

*  ed  in  your  vocation  ?     Oblerve  the 

*  oldeft  phyficians ;  do  they  feel  any 

*  fuch  remorfe  ?     No,  fure  :   they  (till 

*  go  OB  in  their  old  courfe,  with  the 


utmoft  tranquillity,  throwing  tRc 
blame  of  all  fatal  accidents  on  na- 
ture, and  claiming  honour  from  every 
lucky  event.' 

'  True,'    faid    I;     'Dr.  Sangrado, 
whofe  method  I  faithfully  followed, 
was  a  man  of  that  character.  Though 
he  faw  twenty  people  die  daily  upon 
his  hands,  he  was  fo  well  convinced 
of  the  excellence  of  bleeding  in  the 
arm,  and  plentiful  draughts  of  warm 
water,  which  he  called  his  two  fpe- 
cificks   in   all   kinds  of   diftempers, 
that,  inftcad  of  fufpefting  his  reme- 
dies,   he  believed  that   his  patients 
died  becaufe  they  had  not  drank  and 
been   blooded  enough.' — 'Egad!' 
cried    Scipio,     burlting   into    a    loud 
augh;  « this  muft  be  an  incomparable 
perfon  T — '  If  thou  hait  any  curio- 
iity  to  fee   and  hear   him,'  faid  I, 
thou    mayeft    fatisfy    it  to-morrow 
morning,  provided  Sangrado  be  ftilf 
alive,   and  at   Valladolid  ;  which  I 
can  fcarce  believe,  for  he  was  very 
old  when  I  left  him,  and  that  hap- 
pened  a  good  many  years  ago/ 
Our  firft  care,  when  we  arrived  at 
our  inn,    was  to  enquire  about   that 
doftor,  whom  we  learned  was  not  yet 
dead  ;  but  being  too  old   to  vifit  pa- 
tients, or  move  about,  he  had  given 
place  to  three  or  four  doctors,  who  had 
acquired  reputation  by  a  new  method 
of  practice,  which  did  not  fucceed  a 
whit  better  than  his.     We  refolved  to 
itay  all  next  day  at  Valladolid,  as  well 
to  reft  our  horfes,  as  to  vifit  Signior 
Sangrado,  to  whofe  houfe  we  repaired 
about  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
found  him   fitting   in   an   eafy-chair, 
with  a  book  in  his  hand.     As  foon  as 
he  perceived  us,  he  got  up,  and  com- 
ing towards  me,  with  a  firm  ftep,  con- 
fidering  his  aj;e,  which  was  frrenty, 
nlked  our  bufinefs  with  him.     '  Mr. 
Doclor,'  faid  I  to  him,  «  don't  you 
recollecl  me?    I  have  the  honour  to 
be  one  of  your  difciples.    Don't  you 
remember  a  young  man  called  Gil 
Bias,   who  formerly   lived  in   your 
houfe,  and  was  your  deputy  ?'— 


*  Valladolid,  an  ancient  city  of  Old  Caftilc,  in  Spain,  on  the  banks  of  the  Pifucrga, 
*i  a  molt  delightful  fituadon,  on  a  fertile  plain.  The  inhabitants  make  up  about  four 
thoufand  families,  among  whom  is'a,  great  number  of  nobility  and  gentry:  it  is  ^the 
l:iC  of  a  bifhop,  has  an  univerfity,  and  acoufiderablc  trade.  Among  other  ftatcly  build- 
ings, the  great  piazza  is  one  of  the  nobicft,  being  the  model  of  that  of  Madrid,  con- 
fitting  of  five  hundred  arches  with  gilded  balconi-s.  This  city  it  walled,  but  not  a  place; 
Hers  arc  uU»ul  fcvva'y  «9nvcnti  of  both  isxcs. 

«  What  I 
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'  What!  is  it  you,  Santillane  !'  an- 
fwered  he,  embracing  me  j  «  I  mould 
'  not  have  known  you  again.  I  am 
'  very  glad  to  fee  you.  What  have 
'  you  been  doing  fince  you  left  me  ? 
«  You  have,  doubtlefs,  praclifed  phy- 
c  fick  all  along  ?'  — '  I  was,  indeed,* 
faid  I,  *  fufficiently  inclined  to  that 

<  profeflion,   which,    however,    foma 

*  ftrong  reafons  have  hindered  me  from 

<  exercifing.* 

'  So  much  the  worfe,'  replied  San- 
grado.  *  With  the  principles  which 
'  you  imbibed  from  me,  you  would 
«  have  become  an  expert  phyfician, 
'  provided  Heaven  had  given  you  grace 
'  to  preferve  yowrfelf  from  the  dange- 

*  rous  love  of  chymiftry.  Ah,  my  fon  P 
continued  he,  with  an  air  of  forrow  j 
«  what  a  change  has  happened  in  phy- 

*  fick  within   thefe  few  years  !     That 

*  art  is  robbed  of  all  it's  honour  and 
«-  dignity  :  that  art,  which  in  all  times 
'  hath  regarded  the  life  of  a  man,  is 
'  now  a  prey  to  rafhnefs,  prefumption, 
'and  empiricks  4  for  their  afitions  fpeak  j 
4  and,  in  a  liotle  time,  the  yery  itones 

*  will  cry  aloud  againft  the  cabals  of 

*  thefe  new  practitioners.  Lapides  cla- 

*  mabunt  1     There  are  in  this  city  phy- 

*  ficians    (or  fach  as  call   themfelves 
'  fo)  who  are  yoked  to  the  triumphal 

*  car  of  antimony.     Currus  triumpka- 
4  Us   antimonii.      Truants    from    the 

*  fchool  of    Paracelfus  j    adorers    of 
'  kermes,  accidental  ourers,  who  make 
'  the  whole  fcience  of  medicine  coniift 

*  in  knowing  how  to  prepare  chymical 
'  drugs.     What  ftiall  I  tell  you  !  every 
•*  thing  is  turned    topfy-turvy  in  their 

*  method.     Bleeding  at  the  foot,  for 

*  example,  hitherto  ib  feldom  praclif- 
'  ed,  is  now  almoft  the  only  evacua- 

*  tion  in  ufe.     Thoi'e purgatives  which 

*  were    formerly   gentle  and    benign, 
'  are  now  changed    for  emeticks  and 
4  kermes.     The  whole  is  a  mere  chaos, 

*  where  each  does  what  he  thinks  pro- 
'  per ;    tranigrefling  thofe  bounds   of 

*  order  and  fagacity  which  our  anci- 
'  ent  mailers  had  fo  wifely  preicribed.' 

Whatever  inclination  I  had  to  laugh 
at  fuch  a  comical  declamation,  I  had 
powertorefiftit.  I  did  more:  I  exclaimed 
againft  kermes,  without  knowing  what 
it  was,  and  at  a  venture  wi/hed  thofe 
who  invented  it  at  the  devil.  Scipio, 
obferving  that  I  made  myfelf  merry 
with  this  fcene,  had  a  mind  to  a<5l  in 
it  alfo.  «  Mr.  Doftor/  laid  he  to 


Sangrado,  '  as  I  am  grand-nephew  to 
a  phyfician   of  the  old  fchool,  give 
me  leave  to  revolt  with  you  again  it 
chymical  medicines.    My  late  grand- 
uncle  (reft  his  foul!)  was  fuch  a  warm 
partizan  of  Hippocrates,  that  he  of- 
ten battled  with  quacks  who  fpoke 
difrefpeft fully  of  that  prince  of  phy- 
fick.     True  blood  will  always  ihew 
itfelf  9  I  would  willingly  perform  the 
office  of  executioner  to  thole  igno- 
rant innovators  of  whom  you  com- 
plain with  fuch  eloquence  and  juftice. 
What  diforder  mu(l  thefe  wretches 
create  in  civil  fociety  !* 
«  That  diforder,'  replied  the  doclor, 
is  more  extenfive  than  you  imagine. 
My  having  publimed  a  book  againft 
the  robbers  ot  medicine,    was  of  no 
ufe  :   on   the   contrary,  the  mifchief 
daily  increafes.    The  furgeons,  mad 
with  the  ambition  of  acling  as  phy- 
ficians,  think  themfelves  fufficiently 
qualified,  when   there   is  nothing  to 
be  done  but  to  give  kesmes  and  eme- 
ticks, to  which  they   add   blooding 
at   the  foot,  according  to  their  ow^j 
fancy.     They   even  proceed   fo  far, 
as  to  mix  kermes  in  apozems  and 
cordial  potions  5  and  fo  they  are  on  a 
par  with  your  celebrated  prefcribers. 
This  contagion   has  fpread  alfo  a- 
mong  the  cloyfters.     There  are  fome 
monks  who  aft  both  as  apothecaries 
and  furgeons.     Thofe  apes   of  me- 
dicine apply  themfelves  to  chyrnlftry, 
and  compofe  pernicious  drugs,   witli 
which  they  abridge  the  lives  of  their 
reverend  fathers.     In  fine,  there  are 
more  than   fixty  monafteries  of  int-n 
and  women  in   Valladolid ;  fo   you 
may  judge  what  ravage  is  made  in 
them,  by   kermes  united  with  eme- 
ticks, and    blooding  in  the  foot.'— 
Signior  Sa«grado,'faid  I,  *  you  have 
reafon    to  be  incenfed  againft   thefe 
poifoners.     I  groan  in  concert  with 
you,  and   fliare  your  alarms  for  the 
lives  of  mankind,  which  are  fo  ma- 
nifeftly  threatened   by  a  method  fp 
different  from  yours.      I    am    very 
much  afraid  that  chymiftry  will  one 
day  occafion  the  total  ruin  of  phyfickj 
in  the  fame  manner  as   falfe  money 
proves  deftrutSlivetokingdoms.  Hea- 
ven grant  that  the  fatal  day  be  not 
too  near !' 

At  this  part  of  our  converfation,  an 

old   maid-fervant  brought  in  for  the 

doftor  a  little  light  bread  on  a  falver, 

R  r  a  and 
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and  a  glafs,  with  two  bottles,  one  of 
which  was  filled  with  water,  and  the 
other  with  wine.  After  he  had  eaten 
a  morfel  of  the  bread,  he  took  a  draught 
of  liquor,  in  which  indeed  there  were 
two  thirds  of  water ;  but  that  did  not 
fave  him  from  the  reproach  which  he 
gave  me  a  handle  to  vent  » gain  ft  him. 

*  Ah,  ha  !'  faid  I,   <  Mr.  Doctor,  have 
'  I  caught  you  in  the  fact  ?  you  drink 
'  wine  then  !  you  who  have  always  de- 

*  clared  againft  that  liquor;  you  who, 
'  during  three-fourths  of  your  life, have 

*  drank  nothing  but  water  !    Plow  long 

*  have    you   acted  fo  inconfiftent  with 
'  yourfelfr     You   can't   excufe  your- 

*  ielf  on  account  of  your  age }  fmce, 

*  in  one  part  of  your  writings,  you  de- 

*  fine  old  age   a  natural   decay    that 
'  withers    and  con  fumes  us ;  and,  in 
'  confequence  of  that  definition,  de- 

*  plore  the  ignorance  of  thofe  people 

*  who  ftyle'wine  the  milk  of  old  men. 

*  What,    therefore',  can   you   fay   in 

*  yonr  own  juftification  ?' 

«  You    declare  war  againft  me  very 
*•  unjuftly,*  replied  the  old  phyfician. 

*  Had  I  drank  pure  wine,  you  would 
'  have  had  tome  reafon   to  look  upon 
'  me  as  an  unfaithful  obferver  of  my 
'  own  method  j  but  you  fee   that  my 

*  wine  is  very  much  diluted/ — *  Ano- 
*"  ther  inconf:ftency,  my  dear  mailer,' 
faid  I :   *  don't  you  remember  that  you 

*  blamed  the  Canon  Sedillo  for  drink- 

*  ing   wine,   although    it  was    mixed 

*  with  a  great  deal  of  water  ?     Confefs 

*  freely,  that  you  are  fenfible  of  your 
'  error  ;  and  that  wine  is  not  a  fatal 

*  liquor,    as    you    advanced    in     your 
'  works,   provided    it  be    drank  with 

*  moderation.' 

Thefe  words  perplexed  the  doctor, 
•who  could  not  deny  that  he  had  forbid 
the  ufc  of  wine  in  his  books ;  but 
fhaine  and  vanity  hindered  him  from 
owning  that  my  reproach  was  juft,  and* 
1  not  know  what  anfwer  to  make. 
To  extricate  him  out  of  this  dilemma, 
I  lh!t't'  J  the  dil'cotufe  j  and  in  a  mo- 
ment after  took  .'  :m,  exhort- 
ing him  to  keep  hi?  ground  ftill  againft 
the  new  practitioners,  f  Ccr.rage,  Sig- 

*  nior  Sangrado  !'  faid  I  to  him  j   '  be 

*  indefatigable  in  decrying  kcnncs,  and 

*  combat  againft  blooding  in  the  foot 
'  without  ceafing.    If,   in  f'pite  of  your 

,  ;»rid'phy!jral  orthodoxy,  that  em - 
f  piric;tl  "rare   flu,uiJ  fuccecd   in  ruin- 

*  ing  uue  difciplinej  you  will  at  k-.ut 


1  enjoy  the  confolation  of  having  don 
*  your  utmoft  to  maintain  it.' 

As  my  fecretary  and  I  returned  to 
the  inn,  conveifmg  together  about  the 
diverting  and  original  character  of  the 
doctor,  a  man  of  about  five  and  fifty 
or  fixty  years  of  age  pa  (Ted  us  in  the 
ftreet,  walking  with  his  eyes  fixed  up- 
on the  ground,  and  a  Inrge  rol'uy  in 
his  hand.  I  viewed  him  attentively, 
and  eaiily  recollected  him  to  be  Sig- 
nior  Manuel  Ordonnez,  that  pious  di- 
rector of  the  hofpital,  of  whom  fuch 
honourable  mention  is  made  in  the 
firft  volume  of  my  memoirs.  I  accoft- 
ed  him  with  great  demons-rations  of 
refpect,  faying,  «  Health  to  thevenera- 
'  b!e  and  difcreet  Signior  Manuel  Or- 
'  donnez  !  the  moft  proper  man  in  the 
'  world  to  manage  the  poor's  money/ 
At  thele  words  he  eyed  me  narrowly, 
and  anfwered,  that  he  remembered  my 
features,  but  could  not  recollect  the 
place  where  he  had  feen  me.  l  I  was 
'  often  at  your  hotife,'  faid  I,  '  while 
'  you  had  in  your  fervice  a  friend  of 
1  mine  called  Fabricio  Nimnez/— - 
'  Ah!  I_rememberyou  now  j'  anfwer- 
ed the  director,  with  a  fatirical  fmile, 
'  by  this  token,  that  you  were  both 

*  arch  lads,  and  played  together  irnny 
1  tricks  of  youth.    Well  !   what  is  be- 

*  come  of  poor  Fabricio?  every  time  I 
1  think  of  him,  I  am  uneafy  about  his 
'  circumftances/ 

*  My  motive,'  faid    I,  c  for  taking 
'  the   liberty  of  (to[)ping   you   in    the 
'  ftreet,  was  to  give  you  an  account  of 
1  him.     Fabricio   is    at  Madrid,  em- 
(  ployed  in  compofing  mifcellanies.'— 
'  What  do  you  call  mifcclianies  ?'  an- 
fwered  h:\       «  That   is,'    laid  I,   <  he 
'  writes  in  profe  and  \\  i :'  .      il^  com- 

*  poles  comedies    and  ronrmce^ ;   in  a 

*  word,  he  is  a  young  fci  low  of  genius, 
1  and   is  very  wi  II  received   in  the  belt 

*  families.' — l  But,'  faid  the  d>, 

'   how   ftands   he   with   his    baket  ?' — 

*  Not  quite  fo  v.vll,'  aufwered  f,   *  as 
'  with  people  oTfafhion  :  between  you 
'  and   me,  I   beiieve  he   is  as  poor  as 
<  Job/-— 'Oh!  F  don't  at  all  doubt  it,' 
cried  Onlonncz.     '  Let  hi.. 

*  court   to   noblemen   as   much    ns   he 
«   pleall-sj   his   complailancy,    t 

«  and    cringing,    will    luring    (iill    Id's 
'   into  his  pocket  than  his  v. 
«   member   I    jiroj.hciy,   th.it    you  will 
«   one  day  fee  him  in  ihe  iiolj-ital." 

*  That  may  very  w^ll  b;'/   f  >   , 
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<  Poetry  lias   brought  many  a  one  to 
'  that  cataftrophe.     My  friend  Fahri- 
'  cio  would  have  done  much  better  had 
4  he  remained  with  your  worfhip.    He 
'  would  by  this  time  have  rolled  upon 
(  gold.' — 'At   lead,    he  would  have 
'  been  in  very  eafy  circumftances,'  faid 
Manuel.     *I    had  a  regard  for  him; 
'  and  would  iiave,    by  railing  him  from 
'  pott  to  poll,  procured   a  folid  fettle- 
'  im-nt  for  him  in  the  hofpital,  had  he 

*  not  been  whimfical  enough  to  let  up 
«  for  a  wit.     He  compofed  a  comedy, 
«  which  was  afted   by   the  players  of 
'  this  city  :  the  piece  fucceeded,   and 
'  from   that  moment  his  head  turned. 

*  He  believed  himielf  another  Lope  de 

<  Vega  ;   and  preferring   the  fmoke  of 

*  publick  applaufe  to  the  real  advan- 

*  tages  which  my  friendfliip  prepared 
«  for  him,    demanded   his  difmiifion. 
'  I  remonftrated  in  vain,  that  he  was 
'  g°'ng  to  n11'1  tne  fubftance,  and  run 
'  after  the  fliadow.    I  could  not  detain 

*  this  madman,  who  was  actuated  with 

*  the  fury  of  writing.      He  did   not 
'  know   his   own   intereft,'  added  he. 
(  Theyoung  man  who  fucceeded  him  in 

*  my  fervice  is  a  living  proof  of  this. 

*  Having  more  judgment,  and  lefs  un- 
'  derdanding  than  Fabricio,  he  applied 

*  himfelf  wholly    to  the  execution  of 
4  his  commirlion,  and  ftudied  to  pleafe 
'   me.     Accordingly,  I  have  promoted 

*  him  as  hedeferved,  and  he  now  ac- 

*  tually  enjoys    two  employments    at 
'  the  hofpital,  the  lead   of  which  is 
'  more  than  fufficient  to  maintain  an 

*  honed  man  encumbered  with  a  large 
'  family.' 


CHAP.     II. 

GIL  BLAS  CONTINUES  HIS  JOUR- 
NEY, AND  ARRIVES  SAFELY  AT 
OVIEDO.  THE  CONDITION  IN 
WHICH  HE  FOUND  HIS  PA- 
RENTS. THE  DKATH  OF  HIS  FA- 
THER, AND  THE  CONSEQJJENCES 

.       THEREOF. 

FROM  Valladolid  we  got  in  four 
clays  to  Oviedo,  without  meeting 
with  any  bad  accident  on  the  road,  not- 
withftanding  the  proverb,  which  fays, 
*  That  robbers  fmell  the  money  of  tra- 
6  V'silers  afar  off.'  We  fliould  have  been, 


however,  a  pretty  good  booty;  and 
two  inhabitants  of  the  cavern  would 
have  been  fitiKcient  to  carry  off  our 
doubloons  with  eafe  ;  for  I  had  not 
learned  to  grow  valiant  at  court;  ami 
Bertram!,  my  mop  de  mulcts  *,  did  not 
feem  of  a  humour  to  die  in  defence  of* 
his  matter's  purfe:  Scipio  was  the  only 
Hector  among  us. 

It  be! no-  night  when  we  arrived  in 
town,  we  v/ent  to  lodge  ar  HM  i.m  hr;ni 
by  the  houfe  of  my  uncle  the  Canon 
Gil  Perez.  I  was  willing  to  nndcr- 
ftand  the  fituation  of  my  parents  be- 
fore I  fhould  appear  as  their  fan  ;  an'd, 
for  this  piece  of  information,  I  coui.l 
not  *pply  to  a  more  proper  perion  than 
my  landlord  or  his  wife,  who  I  icne-.y  to 
be  people  who  were  very  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  affairs  of  their  neighbour?. 
In  effect,  the  landlord,  after  having 
eyed  me  with  attention,  recollecting  my 
face,  cried,  «  By  St.  Antonio  de  Padua! 
'this  is  the  fon  of  honeft  Uflier  Bias 

*  of  Santillane.' — *  Yes,  truly,'  iaii 
his  wife,  *  it  is  he  indeed  1   he  is  very 
'   little   altered:    it   is   the   fame   little 
'  bn(k  Gil  Bias,  who  had  always  snore 
'•fpirit  in   his  heart  than    beef  on  his 
*•  bones.   I  think  I  fee  him  (till  comingr 
'  to  this  houfe,   with   his  bottle,    for 

*  wine  to  his  uncle's  fupper.' 

*  Mid  am,'  fiid  T,  '  you  have  a  very 
4  happy  memory :  but,  pray,  tei!  uv-' 
4  news  of  my  family;  my  father  an  1 
1  mother  are  doubtlefs  in  no  very  agree- 

*  able   fituation.' — s  That  is  but  tea 
'  true,'   replied   the  landlady:   '  ho  v 
f  bad  foever  you  may  think  their  cori- 
'  dition  is,  you  cannot  conceive  them 

*  more  diftrefled   than    they  are.     Gil 
'  Perez,    hone  It  man,  has  lod  the  ui^ 
'  of  one  Us  if  of  his  body  by  the  pally, 

*  and    in   ail    appearance   cannot    lail 
'  long:  your  father,  who  has  lived  of 
'  late  with   the  ianon,   has  got  a  de- 
'  fluxion  in  his  bi'ealt,  or  rather  is  at 
'  this  mofncnt  in  the  agonies  of  death  ; 

*  and  your  mother,   though  far  front 

*  being  well,  is  obliged  to  ferve  as  a 
'  nurle  to  both.' 

On  this  report,  which  made  me  feel 
that  I  was  a  fon,  I  left  Bertrand  with 
my  equipage  at  the  inn  ;  and,  attend- 
ed by  my  fecretary,  who  wcuid  not  qi-it 
me,  repaired  to  my  uncle'°s  houfe.  As 
foon  as  I  appeared  before  my  mother, 
an  emotion  which  I  cauled  in  her,  fig- 


*    A  mule-driver. 
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nified  my  pretence  before  her  eyes  had 
diftinpuilhed  my  features.  *  Son,' 
i'aid  flie,  with  a  melancholy  air,  after 
fhe  had  embraced  me,  <  come  and  fee 

•  your  father  breathe  his  latt  :  you  are 
'  come  time  enough  to  be  ftruck  with 
4  that  cruel  fpeclaclc.'     So  faying,  (he 
carried  me   into  a  chamber  where  the 
unfortunate  Bias  of  SantilJane,  lying 
on  a  bed  that  loo  well  denoted  the  po- 
verty of  an  u flier,  drew  near  his  exit. 
Though  he  was  environed  by  the  (hades 
of  death,  his  fenfes  had  not  quite  for- 
faken   him.     *  My  dear  friend,1  laid 
my  mother  to  him,  *  here  is  your  Ion 
'   Gil  Bias,  who  begs  your  foroivenefs 
'  for  the  forrows   he  has  occafioned, 

*  and  afics   your  bleffing.'     At  thefe 
words,    my  father   opening  his  eyes, 
which  death  had  begun  to  clofe,  fixed 
them  upon  me ;  and  obfervjng,  in  fpite 
of  his  own  lamentable  condition,  that 
I  was  very  much  atlV&ed  with  the  lofs 
of  him,  feemed    moved   at  iny  grief, 
and  attempted  to  i'pealc,    but  had  not 
ftrength  enough  to  utter  one  word.      I 
took   hold  of  one  of   his  hands  ;  and 
while  I  bathed  it  with  my  tears,  unable 
to   pronounce  a  fyllable,   he  expired, 
as  if  he  had  waited  for  my  arrival  be- 
fore he  would  breathe  his  laft. 

My  mother  was  too   well   prepared 
for  his  death  to  be  immoderately  afflict- 
ed   at  it,    and    I   was    perhaps    more 
grieved   than  flie,   although  my  father 
had  never  given  me  the  leatt  mark  of 
friend/hip  in   his  life.     My  being  his 
fon  was  a  fufficient  caufe  for  me  to  la- 
ment him;  befides,  I  upbraided  myfelf 
for    not    having    alfifted   him    in    his 
d'.llrefsj  and  when  I   reflected   on    my 
bard-heartednefs,  looked  upon  myfelf 
as  a  rnonlter  of  ingratitude,    or  rather 
?s  a  downright  parricide.     My  uncle, 
•whom  I  afterwards  beheld  (herdied  on 
a  truckle-bed,  and  in  a  mifcrable  con- 
dition,   made    me  feel    frefh   remorlc. 
Unnatural   fen !'    faid  I   to    myfelf, 
contemplate,  for  thy  punifhment,  the 
mifery  of  thy  parents.    If  thou  had  (I 
given  them  a  Jmall  lhareof  the  fuper- 
fluity  which   was.    in    thy   poffefTu-n 
before  tiuui   wail    imprilbned,    they 
would     have    enjoyed    conveniences 
which    the   rcv.j.uc  of  the  prebend 
could  not  afford  ;   and,  perhaps,  thou 
woiildft  have  prolonged   the  life  or 
thy  father  !' 

The  unfortunate  Gil  Perez,  was  be- 
come 2.  child   ac  ring  loit  both 


his  memory  and  judgment.  In  vnin 
did  I  prels  him  in  my  arms,  with  marks 
of  real  affection  ;  he  feemed  inlenfible 
of  what  I  did.  When  my  mother  told 
him  that  I  was  his  nephew  Gil  Bias, 
he  looked  at  me  with  an  unmeaning 
eye,  and  made  no  nnfwer.  Though 
blood  and  gratitude  had  not  obliged 
me  to  lament  an  uncle  to  whom  I  owed 
fo  much,  I  could  not  have  beheld  him 
in  a  condition  fo  worthy  of  pity  with- 
out feeling  the  emotions  of  compaf- 
fion. 

All  this  time  Scipio  remained  in- a 
melancholy  iilcnce,  partook  of  my 
affliction,  and,  through  friendfliip, 
minglsd  his  fighs  with  mine.  As  I 
concluded  that  my  mother,  after  fuch 
a  long  abfence,  wanted  to  converfc 
with  me,  and  that  flie  might  be  uneafj 
at  the  prcfence  of  a  man  whom  me  did 
not  know,  I  took  him  afide,  and  faid, 
Go,  my  child  ;  go,  and  repofe  thy- 
felf  at  the  inn  ;  and  leave  me  here 
with  my  mother,  who  perhaps  will 
think  thee  one  too  many  in  aeon  verfa- 
tion  that  will  wholly  turn  on  family- 
affairs.'  Scipio,  rather  than  put  us 
under  any  reftraint,  retired;  and  I 
actually  difcourfed  with  my  mother  the 
beft  part  of  the  night.  V/e  gave  one 
another  a  faithful  account  of  what  had 
happened  to  us  fince  my  departure  from 
Oviedo  :  flie  was  minute  in  the  detail  of 
thofe  mortifications  me  had  fuffered  in 
the  families  where  (he  had  been  duenna, 
and  told  mean  infinite  number  of  things 
on  that  fubjedl  which  I  was  glad  my  le- 
cretary  did  not  hear,  though  he  was 
entrofted  with  all  my  fecrets.  With  all 
the  refpeft  that  I  owe  to  the  memory 
of  a  mother,  I  muft  own  that  the  good 
lady  was  a  little  prolix  in  her  narra- 
tions ;  and  flic  would  have  (pared  me 
three- four: hs  of  her  hiftory  had  flic 
fupprefled  -ill  the  tiivial  circumftanccs 
of  it:  (he  concluded  at  leivjih,  and  I 
began  mine.  I  pa  (Ted  lightly  over  all 
my  adventures ;  hir  when  I  came  to 
the  vifit  which  I  received  at  Madrid 
from  the  fon  of  Jiertrand  Mufcada,  the 
grocer  of  Oviedo,  i  enlarged  upon  that 
article.  *  I  own,'  faid  I  to  my  mo- 
ther, *  I  gave  that  young  man  a  very 
b-id  reception  ;  who,  to  be  rev. 
has  doubt  Itfs  drawn  a  very  fri 

;ire  of  me.' — '  In  thai  he  did  n<>t 

fiil/  anlwrrrd  ihe  ;    «  he  told  us  lint 

he  found  you  fo  pioud  of  the  favour 

of  tbf  prime- minifter,  that  you  fcarce 

•  dei        : 
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deigned  to  recoil  eft  him;  and,  when 
he  defcribed  our  diftrefs,  heard  him 
with  the  mmoft  indifference.  As 
parents,'  added  (he,  '  always  endea- 
vour to  find  excufes  for  the  behaviour 
of  their  children,  we  would  not  be- 
lieve that  you  had  fuch  a  bad  heart. 
Your  arrival  at  Oviedo  juitifies  our 
good  opinion  of  you,  and  your  pre- 
fent  forrow  con  firms  your  apology.' 
4  You  judge  too  favourably  of  me,* 
I  replied  :  *  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
'  truth  in  young  Mufcada's  report. 
When  he  vifited  me,  I  was  wholly 
engroiTed  by  the  care  of  making  my 
fortune;  and  the  ambition  that  pof- 
fefTed  me  would  not  permit  me  to 
think  of  my  parents.  It  muft  not 
therefore  be  wondered  at,  if,  in  this 
difpofition,  I  gave  an  unwelcome 
reception  to  a  man  who,  accofting 
me  rudely,  told  me  in  a  brutal  man- 
ner, that,  hearing  I  was  richer  than 
a  Jew,  he  came  to  advife  me  to  lend 
you  fome  money,  of  which  you  flood 
in  great  need:  he  even  reproached  my 
indifference  for  my  family  in  very 
indecent  terms.  I  was  mocked  at 
his  freedom  $  and,  lofmg  patience, 
pufhed  him  by  the  moulders  out  of 
my  clofet.  I  own  I  was  to  blame  in 
this  rencounter:  I  ought  to  have 
reflected,  that  it  was  not  your  fault 
if  the  grocer  wanted  manners,  and 
that  his  acjvice  was  never  the  worie 
for  it's  being  brutally  delivered. 
'  This  was  what  I  reprefented  to 
myfelf  immediately  after  I  had  fent 
Mufcada  about  his  bufmefs.  My 
blood  fpoke  in  your  behalf;  I  recall- 
ed all  my  duty  to  my  parents  j  and, 
blnfhing  for  fhame  for  having  per- 
formed it  fo  ill,  felt  remorfe,  which 
neverthelefs  can  do  me  no  honour 
with  you,  becaufe  it  was  loon  {lifted 
by  avarice  and  ambition  :  but  having 
been  afterwards  imprifoned,  by  the 
king's  order,  in  the  to \verof  Segovia, 
I  fell  dangeroufly  ill,  and  that  happy 
diftemper  hath  reftored  your  fon  to 
you  :  yes,  it  was  my  diieafe  and  ini- 
priibnment  that  made  nature  refume 
all  her  rights,  and  entirely  detached 
tne  from  court.  I  now  third  after 
folitudej  and  my  fole  motive  for 
coming  to  the  Afturias  was  to  entreat 
you  to  ihare  with  me  the  fweets  of 
a  retired  life.  If  you  don't  refufs 
my  requelt,  I  will  conduct  you  to  an 
eiUte  which  I  have  in  the  kingdom  of 


'  Valencia,  where  we  flinll  live  at  our 
'  eafe.  You  may  believe  I  intended  to 
«  carry  my  father  thither  alfoj  but 

*  fince  Heaven  hath  ordained  it  other- 
'  wife,   let  me  have  the  fatisfaclion  of 
'  enjoying  my  mother's  company,  and 
'  of  making  amends    to  her  for  my 
'  part  neglect  by  all  imaginable  care.* 
— '  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  your 

*  laudable   intention,*    faid    my  mo- 
ther ;   *  and   would    go  without  hefi- 
'  tarion,  if  I  faw  no  objections  in  tha 
'  cafej  but  I  will  not  leave  my  bro- 

*  ther,  (your  uncle)  in  this  deplorable 
'  condition  ;  and  I  am  fo  much  ufed 

*  to  this  country,   that  I  cannot  now 
'    quit  it.     However,  as  the  thing  de- 
'  ferves  due  confederation,  I  will  think. 
'  of  it  at  leifure  :  let  us  at  prefent  taker 
'  care   of    your   father's    funeral.'— 
<  That,'  faid  I,  '  fhall  be  ordered  by 

*  the  young  man  whom  you  faw  along 
'  with  me;   he  is   my  fecretary,  aid 
'  has   fuch    zeal    and    undei  (landing,. 

*  that  we  may  depend  upon  his  care.* 
Scarce  had  I  pronounced  thefe  words, 

when  Scipio  returned,  it  being  already 
day;  and  aiking  if  we  had  any  occa- 
fion  for  his  fervice  in  our  perplexity,  L 
told  him  that  he  came  very  feaibnably 
to  receive  an  important  order  which  f 
had  to  give.  When  he  knew  what  the 
buhnefs  was,  *  Enough,1  faid  he;  *  I 
c  have  already  contrived  the  whole 
'  ceremony,  and  you  may  trull  to-  mjr 
'  difcretion.' — '  Beware,'  faid  my  mo- 
ther, '  of  making  a  pompous  burial  t 
'  it  cannot  be  too  inodeit  for  my  hul- 
'  band,  whom  all  the  town  knew  to  bs 
'  a  very  indigent  xifher.' — '  Alndam,* 
replied  Scipio,  *  had  he  been  ftill  mon 
'  needy  than  he  was,  I  would  %noc 
'  abate  two  farthings  of  the  expence: 
'  for  in  this  I  regard  my  mafter  only^ 

*  he  has  been  the  Duke  of  Lerma's  fa- 
'  vourite,  and  his  father  ought  to  be 

*  nobly  interred.' 

I  approved  of  my  fecretary's  defign, 
and  even  defired  him  to  Ipare  no  colt: 
the  remains  of  vanity  whicii  I  ftill  pre- 
ferved,  broke  out  on  this  occafion  :  I 
flattered  myfelf,  that  n  beingata  great 
expence  upon  a  father,  who  left  me  no 
inheritance,  I  fhould  make  the  woiid 
admire  my  generous  behaviour.  My 
mother,  for  her  part,  \vhatevermodefty 
me  anv<5ted,  was  not  ill  pleafecl  to  fee. 
her  hulband  buried  in  i'piendour.  We 
therefore  gave  a  charte  bla-icbe  to  Sci- 
wko, wjrliQut  lofs  of  time,  took 


ADVENTURES   OF    GIL    BLAS. 


3H 

all  neceflary  meafures  for  a  iuperb  fu 


Kc  fucceeded  but  too  well  ;  and  per- 
formed inch  magnificent  obfequies, 
that  he  brought  the  whole  city  and  iub- 
\irbs  on  my  back  j  all  the  inhabitants 
cf  Oviedo,  from  the  highelt  to  the 
Icwell,  being  mocked  at  my  oftenta- 
tion.  *  This  minilter,"1  laid  one,  '  is 
«  in  a  great  hurry  to  lay  out  money 
•  on  bis  father's  interment  ;  but  he 
'  -was  in  none  to  maintain  him.'  — 
'  He  would  have  clone  better,'  laid 
another,  '  had  he  fuccoured  his  father 
'  while  he  was  alive,  than  to  honour 
4  him  fo  much,  now  that  he  is  dead.' 
In  ihort,  reproaches  were  not  fpared  ; 
every  one  had  a  fling  at  me:  but 
they  ,  did  not  flop  here  ;  they  iuful  ted 
Scipio,  Berrrand,  nnd  me,  as  we  came 
out  of  the  church,  loaded  us  with  re- 
•viiirrgs,  and  hooted  us  as  we  walked 
along,  and  conducted  Bertrand  to  the 
inn  with  a  fhower  of  ftoi, 

Todifperlethemobthatwas  gathered 
before  my  uncle's  houfe,  there  was  a  ne- 
ctflay  for  my  mother's  mewing  hericlf, 
and  declaring,  that  me  was  perftclly 
well  fatisfied  with  my  conduce.  Some 
ran  to  the  publick-  houfe,  in  order  to 
demolifh  my  chaife  j  and  this  they  cer- 
tainly would  have  done,  if  the  Jand- 
Jcrd  and  his  wife  had  not  found  means 
to  aupeafe.  their  fury,  and  difluade  them 
from  their  delign. 

All  thefe  affronts,  which  were  the 
eft  efts  of  the  young  grocer's  report  of 
me  through  the  city,  infpired  me  with 
fuch  aver  ii  on  for  my  townfmen,  that  I 
•lined  fpeedily  to  leave  Oviedo, 
where,  otherwife,  I  mould  perhaps  have 
ftaid  a  good  while.  Tin's  I  plainly 
told  my  mother,  who  being  very  much 
mortified  at  the  reception  with  which 
the  people  had  regaled  me,  did  notop- 
pofe  my  departure.  What  remained 
now,  was  to  know  how  I  fliould  dif- 
pofeof  her.  «  Mother/  faid  I,  «  iince 

*  my  uncle  wants   your  afliftance,  I 
'  will  not  prefs  you  to  go  along  with 
'  meatprefent;  but  as,  in  all  appear- 
'  ance,  he  has   not  long  to  live,  you 

*  mult   promife  to  come  to  my  cltuta 
f  immediately  after  his  deceafe.' 

*  I  will  make  no  fuch  promife,* 
anfwered  my  mother;  *  being  refolved 
'  to  pafs  the  rell  of  my  days  in  the 
'  Aftunas,  in  perfect  independence.* 
—  k  Will  not  you  always,'  laid  I,  '  he 
'  miftrefs  in  my  houle  ?'•—  '  I  don't 


know  that,*  fbe  refumed  :  '  you  may 
fall  in  love  with  feme  young  girl, 
and  marry  her;  then  I  fhall  be  In  r 
mother-  in  -  law;  confequently  we 
cannot  live  together.'—'  You  forefee 
misfortune,'  laid  I,  *  at  too  great  a 
diihmce  :  I  have  no  intention  to  mar- 
ry ;  but  if  the  fancy  Ihould  ftrike  me, 
depend  upon  it,  I  will  oblige  my 
wife  to  be  implicitly  fubmiuive  to 
your  will/-—'  That  is  promifing  try 
much,*  refumed  iny  mother  :  '  I 
Ihould  want  fecurity  for  my  bondf- 
man;  and  would  not  even  fwear, 
that,  in  our  difputes,  you  would  not 
take  the  part  of  y<r  :ither 

than  mine,  how  far  foeverlhe  might 
be  in  the  wrong.' 

'  You   talk   reafonably,    Madam,* 
cried  my  fccretary,  joining  in  the  con- 
verfation ;    '  I   am   of   your  opinion, 
thatfubmirnve  daughters-in-law  are 
very  rare.   In  the  mean  time,  to  ac- 
commodate matters  between  you  and 
my  mailer,  iince  you  are  abfolutely 
refolved  to  live  in  the  Alhirias,  and 
he  in  the  kingdom  of  Valencia,  he 
muft  grant  you  an  allowance  of  one 
hundred  piftoles,  which  I  fhall  bring 
hither  every  year.     By  thefe  means, 
the  mother  and   fon  will   live  very 
happy  at  the  diftance  of  two  hundred 
leagues  from  one  another.*  The  par- 
ties concerned  approved  of  the  propo- 
fal  :  I  paid  the  n'rlt  year's  annuity  per 
advance,  and  quittedOviedo  next  morn-- 
ing  before  break  of  day,  that  I  might 
not  be  treated  by  the  populace  like  an- 
other St.  Stephen.     Such  was  the  re- 
ception I  met  with  in  my  own  coun- 
try. An  excellent  letfbn  for  thofe  peo- 
ple of  the  common  rank,  who,  after 
having  got  a  fortune  abroad,  return 
to  the  place  of  their  nativity,  and  at"- 
feft  the  gentleman  of  importance. 


CHAP.    III. 

C1L1  LAS  DEPARTS  FOR.  THEKINC^ 
DOM  OF  VALENCIA,  AND  AT 
LENGTH  ARRIVES  AT  LIRIAS.' 
A  DESCRIPTION  OF  HIS  HOUSE. 
Mis.  RECEPTION;  WITH  AN  AC- 
COV3T  OF  THE  PEO?LE  II  » 
FOUND  THERE. 

WE  took  the  road  to  Leon,  then 
to  Valencia  j  and,  continuing 
our  journey,  by  fljort  tfages,  in  tei/ 

days 
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days  arrived  at  the  city  of  Segorba; 
from  whence,  next  morning,  we  repair- 
ed  to  my  eltate,  which  is   but  three 
leagues  diftant  from  it.     As  we  drew 
near  this  place,  my  fecretary  obferved, 
with  great  attention,  all  the  country- 
feats   that  prefented  themfelves  to  his 
view,  on  the  right  and  left ;  and  when 
he  perceived  one  of  a  grand  appearance, 
he  always  pointed  to  it  with  his  finger, 
and  faid,  «  I  wim  that  was  our  retreat.' 
•—'I  don't  know,  friend,*  faid  I  to 
him,  *  what  idea  thou  haft  formed  of 
our  habitation  ;  but  if  you  imagine 
that  it  is  a  magnificent  houfe,  like 
that  on  fome  great  nobleman's  eftate, 
I  tell  you  beforehand,  that  you  ar« 
furioufly  miftaken.      If  thou    haft 
not  a  mind  to  be  the  dupe  of  thy 
own  imagination,  repiefent  to  thyfelf 
thefmall  houfe  which  Horace  enjoy- 
ed in   the  country  of  the  Sabincs, 
near  the  Tyber,  and  which  he  receiv- 
ed in  a  prefent  from  Maecenas/ — 
Then  I  muft  expecl  to  fee  a  cottage !' 
ried  Scipio.     '  Remember,'  I  replied, 
that  I  have  always  given  you  a  very 
modeft   defcription  of  itj  and   this 
moment  thou  mayeft  thyfelf  judge 
whether  or  not  I  am  a  faithful  paint- 
er.    Caft  thy  eyes  towards  the  Gua- 
dalaviar,  and  obferve  on  it's  banks, 
hard  by  that  fmall  hamlet,  the  houfe 
confifting  of  four    little  pavilions  j 
that  is  my  caftle/ — '  How  the  devil  !* 
aid  my  fecretary,  with  furprize  :  '  that 
houfe  is  a  perfect  jewel !   Befides,  th« 
noble  air  that  thefe  pavilions  give  it, 
it  is  extremely  well  built,  and  fur- 
rounded  by  a  more  charming  coun- 
try than  even  the  neighbourhood  of 
Seville,  which  is  called,  by  way  of 
excellence,  The  terreftrial  paraciife. 
Had  we  chofen  our  abode,  it  could 
not  have  been  more  to  my  tafte  j  a 
river  waters  it  with  it's  ftream,  and 
a  thick  wood  lends  it's  (hade,  when 
we  are  inclined  to  walk  in  the  middle 
of  the  dav.     What  an  amiable  foli- 
tude  this  is  !     Ah,  my  dear  mafter! 
in   all  appearance,  we  (hall  not  quit 
this  place  in  a  hurry.' — *  I  am  over- 
joyed,' anfwered  I,  'that  thou  art 
fo    well  fatisfied  with  our  afylum, 
which   is    more  agreeable  ft  ill  than 
you    imagine/     Converling   in  this 
manner,  we  approached  the  houfe;  the 
gate  of  which  was  thrown   open,    as 
foon  as  Scipio  fignified  that  it  was  Sig- 
Gil  Bias  de  Sautillane,  who  cam* 


to  take  pofleflion  of  his  caftle.  At 
that  name,  fo  refpe&ed  by  thofe  who 
heard  it  pronounced,  my  chaife  was 
admitted  into  a  large  court,  where  I 
alighted  :  then  leaning  on  Scipio,  and 
taking  ibte  upon  myielf,  I  went  into 
a  hall,  where  I  was  fcarce  arrived, 
when  feven  or  eight  fervants  appeared. 
They  faid  they  came  to  prefent  their 
homage  to  their  new  matter  j  that  Don 
Caefar  and  Bon  Alphonfo  de  Leyva 
had  chofen  them  for  my  fervice  ;  one 
in  quality  of  cook,  another  as  cook's 
affiftant,  a  third  as  fcullion,  a  fourth 
as  porter,  and  the  reft  as  lacquies, 
with  orders  to  receive  no  money  from 
me  j  thefe  two  noblemen  intending  to  de- 
fray all  theexpences  of  my  houfe-keep- 
ing.  Mafterjoachin,  the  cook,  who  was 
the  principal,  and  fpokefman  of  thefe 
domefticksjgave  me  to  undei  ftand,  that 
he  had  laid  in  a  large  ftock  of  the  beft 
wines  in  Spain;  and  told  me,  that  as 
to  eating,  he  hoped  a  young  fellow, 
like  him,  who  had  been  cook  fix  year* 
to  the  Archbifliop  of  Valencia,  muft 
know  how  to  compofe  ragouts  that 
would  tickle  my  palate.  *  I  will/  add- 
ed he,  *  fall  prefently  to  work,  and 
'  produce  a  fample  of  my  (kill.  Take 
'  a  walk,  Signior,  while  dinner  is  get- 
'  ting  ready  j  vifit  your  caftle,  and  fee 
'  if  it  be  in  an  habitable  condition. * 

I  leave  the  reader  to  judge  whether 
or  not  I  negle£led  this  vifit  j  and  Sci- 
pio, Itill  more  curious  than  I,  dragged 
me  from  room  to  room.  Wefurveyed 
the  whole  houfe  from  top  to  bottom  ; 
the  leait  corner,  (as  we  imagined)  did 
not  efcape  our  interefted  curiofity  ;  and 
I  had  every  where  occafion  to  admir* 
the  bounty  of  Don  Csefar  and  hisfon. 
Among  other  things,  I  was  ftruck  with 
theappearanceoftwoapartmentSjwhich 
were  as  well  furnimed  as  they  poflibly 
could  be  without  magnificence}  one 
of  them  was  hung  with  Arras  tapeftry^ 
and  had  in  it  a  bed  and  chairs  of  vel- 
vet, ftill  very  handfome,  though  njade 
while  the  Moors  pofTefled  the  kingdom 
of  Valencia.  The  furniture  of  the 
other  was  in  the  fame  taftc,  confifting 
of  hangings  made  of  old  yellow  Genoa 
damaik,  with  a  bed  and  elbow-chairs 
of  the  lame  ihrff,  adorned  with  fringes 
of  blue  filk.  Ail  thefe  effeas,  which 
would  have  been  little  valued  in  an  in- 
ventory, appeared  there  very  confide- 
rable.  After  having  thoroughly  exa- 
»iiaed  every  thing,  my  fccfctaiy  and 
S  f  I  re- 
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I  returned  to  tlic  hall,  where  th 
was  lai<l  with  two  covers.  \Ve  fat 
down  at  table,  and  in  a  moment  was 
brought  in  an  olio,  poiirhla^  fb  delict* 
i-.at  we  pititd  the  Archbifliop  of 
Valencia  for  having  loll  the  couk  tint 
competed  it.  At  every  morfel  we  eat, 
rny  new  la,cquies  prelented  to  us  large 
glalles  filled  to  the  brims  with  wine  of 
a  moft  exquifite  relifli.  Scipio,  not 
doling  to  (hew  before  them  the  inward 
fatisfaclion  that  he  felt,  exprefledhim- 
felf  to  me  by  eloquent  looks  ;  and  I 
gave  hirn'to  undeilland,  by  the  lame 
language,  that  I  was  as  well  fatisfied 
as  he.  A  difh  of  roaft  merit,  compofed 
of  two  fat  quails,  which  flanked  a  Je- 
veret  of  an  admirable /«;#££,  made  us 
quit  the  olio,  and  finifli  our  repaft. 
When  we  had  eaten  lil.e  two  gorman- 
dizers, and  drank  in  proportion,  we 
got  up  from  table,  and  walked  into  the 
garden,  to  enjoy  a  voluptuous  Jiejla*, 
in  fume  cool  agreeable  place.' 

If  my  fecretary  feemed  hitherto  fa- 
tisfied with  what  he  had  feen,  he  was 
#ill  more  fo,  when  he  beheld  the  gar- 
den, which  he  thought  comparable 
even  to  that  of  the  Efcurial.  It  is. 
true,  Don  Caefar,  who  came  frequent- 
ly to  Lirias,  took  pleafure  in  having, 
it  cultivated  and  embellifhed  :  the  walks, 
well  gravelled  and  bordered  with 
orange- trees,  a  great  bafon  of  white 
marble,  in  the  middle  of  which  abrazen 
lion  vomited  out  great  guflies  of  water  j 
the  beauty  of  the  flowers,  the  variety 
of  fruits  ;  all  thefe  obje6ts  raviflied 
Scipio  j  but  he  was  in  a  particular 
manner  enchanted  with  a  long  walk 
that  led  by  a  gentle  defccnt  all  the  way 
to  a  farmer's  houfe,  and  was  fliaded 
oy  the  interwoven  boughs  of  the  trees 
planted  on  each  fide.  Here  we  (topped 
to  make  theelogium  of  a  place  fo  pro- 
per for  an  afylum  againtt  the  heat  of 
the  day  ;  and  fitting  down  at  the  root 
of  a  young  elm,  deep  eafily  furprized 
two  merry  boys,  who  had  juil  made 
fuch  a  good  dinner. 

Two  hours  after,  we  ftarted  up,  a- 
wakened  by  the  noife  of  feveral  fliot, 
which  feemed  fo  near  that  we  were 
frightened.  We  got  up,  in  a  hurry, 
and  repaired  to  the  farmer's  houfe, 
where  we  found  eight  or  ten  peafants, 


all  inhabitants  of  the  hamlet,  who  had 
fcoured  and  fired  their  fufils  to  cele- 
brate my  arrival,  of  which  they  had 
got  notice.  The  »reatcft  part  of  them 
knew  mr,  having  feen  me  more  than 
once  at  the  cattle,  in  the  extra fe  of  my 
ftewardfliip.  They  no  fooner  perceived 
me,  than  they  cried  all  together,  '  Long 
'  life  to  our  new  mafter,  who  is  wel- 
'  come  to  Lirias  !'  Then  they  loaded 
their  pieces,  and  regaled  me  with  a 
general  difcharge.  I  received  them  as 
courteoufly  as  I  could  j  preferving  my 
gravity,  however  ;  thinking  it  impro- 
per to  be  too  familiar  with  them.  I 
allured  them  of  my  protection,  left 
twenty  piftoles  among  them  ;  and  this, 
I  believe,  they  did  not  look  upon  as> 
the  moft  difagreeablepart  of  my  beha- 
viour. I  afterwards  left  them  at  liber- 
ty to  fpend  more  powder,  and  retired 
with  my  fecretary  into  the  wood,  where 
we  ftrolled  about  till  night,  without 
being  tired  with  beholding  the  groves; 
fo  charming  is  the  firft  view  of  a  new 
porTeflion. 

The  cook,  his  aflillant,  and  fcul- 
l.ion,  were  not  idle  in  the  mean  time  j. 
they  were  bufy  in  preparing  a  repaft, 
even  fuperior  to  that  which  we  had 
eaten  j  and  we  were  actually  aftonifh- 
ed,  when,  returning  into  the  fame 
hall  where  we  had  dined,  we  faw  them 
place  upon  the  table  a  dim  of  roafted 
partridges,  with  a  cive  *  of  rabbit  on 
one  fide,  and  on  the  other  a  capon  in 
ragout.  The  next  courfe  of  dainties 
coniifted  of  pig's  ears,  pickled  chicks, 
and  cream-chocolate.  We  drank  plen- 
tifully of  Lucena,  and  feveral  forts  of 
excellent  wine  j  and  when  we  found 
we  could  drink  no  more,  without  ex- 
pofing  our  healths,  we  thought  of  go- 
ing, to  bed.  Then  my  lacquies,  tak- 
ing, lights,  condaclWL  me  to  the  bed 
apartment,  where  they  were  very  offi- 
cious in  undrefling  mej  but  when  they 
gave  me  my  gown  and  night-cap,  I 
ilifmifled  them  ;  faying,  with  a  magi- 
iterial  air,  «  Leave  me,  gentlemen  j  I 

<  have  no  farther  occafion  for  you  to- 

<  night.' 

I  lent  them  all  away  j  and  keeping 
Scipjo  for  a  little  convurfation,  afked 
what  he  thought  of  the  treatment  I 
received  by  order  of  the  noblemen  of 


*  Siejta,  literally  fignifies  the  heat  of  the  day,  from  noon  forwards  ;  but  is  here  ufcd 
to  cxprcls  the  afternoon's  nap,   enjoyed  every  day  by  the  inhabitants  of  hotdUma 
f  A  five,  is  a  iaucc  made  of  th;  entrails  of  a  lure  or  rabbit. 

Ley  vt, 
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Leyva.     «  In  faith  !'  anfwered  he,  «  I 
think  you  can't  be  treated  better:   I 
only  wifli  that  this  may  laft.'—- '  I 
•ntertain  no  fuch  wifh,'  I  replied. 
It  ill  becomes  me  to  let  my  benefac- 
tors be  at  fuch  an  expence  on  my  ac- 
count;  this  were  ta  abufe  their  ge- 
nerofity :    befides,    I  can't  put   up 
with  fervants  who  are  paid  by  an- 
other; I  mould  not  believe  myfelf 
in  my  own  houfe.  Neither  am  I  come 
hither  to  live  in  a  buftie;  we  have 
no  occafion  for  fuch  a  great  number 
of  domelticks ;    we  want  no    more 
than  Bertrand,  a  cook,  a  fcullion, 
and  lacquey.'     Although  my  fecre- 
tary  would  not  have  been  furry  to  live 
always  at  the  expence  of   the  gover- 
nor of  Valencia,  he  did  not  oppofe  my 
delicacy  in  this  affair  ;  but  conform- 
ing himfelf  to  my  fentiments,  approv- 
ed of  the  reform  I  intended  to  make. 
This  being  determined,  he  left  me, 
and  retired  into  his  own  apartment. 


CHAP.    IV. 

HE  DEPARTS  FOR  VALENCIA,  TO 
VISIT  THE  NOBLEMEN  OF  LEY- 
VA. HIS  CONVERSATION  WITH 
THEM,  AND  THE  KIND  RECEP- 
TION HE  MET  WITH  FROM  SE- 
RAPHINA. 

IUndrefTed,  and  went  to  bed  ;  where 
feeling  no  inclination  to  fleep,.  I 
abandoned  myfelf  to  reflection.  I  re- 
prefented  to  myfelf  the  friendfhip  with 
which  the  noblemen  of  Leyva  repaid 
rny  attachment  to  them  ;  and,  pene- 
trated with  thofe  new  marks  of  their 
affection,  refolved  to  go  the  very  next 
day,  and  fatisfy  the  longing  impa- 
tience I  had  of  feeing  and  thanking 
them  for  their  favours.  I  likewife  en- 
joyed, by  anticipation,  the  pleafure  of 
feeing  Seraphina  again;  but  that  plea- 
fure was  not  pure  ;  I  could  not,  with- 
out uneajinefs,  confider,  that  1  muft, 
at  the  fame  time,  fupport  the  looks  of 
Dame  Lorenga  Sephora,  who,  perhaps, 
remembering  the  adventure  of  the  box 
on  the  ear,  would  not  be  overjoyed  at 
fight  of  me.  Fatigued  with  all  thefe 
different  ideas,  I  at  length  fell  afteep, 
and  did  not  wake  till  after  fun- rife. 

I  was  foon  a-foot  ;  and,  wholly  en- 
groffed  by  my  intended  journey,  drefT- 
eU  myfeif  in  a  hurry.  Juit  as  I  had 


done  adjufting  myfeif,  my  fecretary 
coming  into  my  chamber,  *  Scipio,* 
fa  id  I,  *  you  fee  me  ready  to  fet  out  for 
Valencia  j  I  cannot  make  too  nwch 
hafte  in  going  to  faiute  the  noble- 
men to  whom  I  owe  my  i'mall  for- 
tune :  every  moment  that  I  delay  to 
acquit  myfelf  of  this  duty,  ieems  to 
accufe  me  of  ingratitude.  As  for 
thee,  my  friend,  I  difpenfe  with  thy 
attendance  ;  ftay  here  in  my  ablence^ 
and  I  will  come  back  to  thcein  eight 
days.' — '  Go,  Sir,'  he  replied;  '  pay 
your  refpecls  to  Don  Alphonfo  and 
his  father,  who  feem  ib  lenfible  ot 
your  zeal,  and  grateful  for  the  fer- 
vices  you  have  clone  them  :  p^rfons 
of  quality,  of  that  chafa6ter,  are  fq 
rare,  that  they  cannot  be  too  much 
erteemed.'  I  ordered  Bertrand  to  get 
ready  for  our  departure  ;  and  while  he 
yoked  the  mules,  I  drank  my  choco- 
late; then  I  got  into  ray  chaife,  after 
having  1'aid  injunctions  upon  niy  peo- 
ple to  regard  my  fecfetary  as  my  other* 
felf,  and  to  follow  his  orders  as  if  they 
were  my  own. 

I  arrived  at  Valencia  in  Icfs  than 
four  hours';  and  going  ftraight  to  the 
governor's  Itables,  there  alighted,  lef^ 
my  equipage,  and  was  conducted  to 
the  apartment  of  that  nobleman,  who. 
was  then  with  his  father  Don  Cacfart 
I  opened  the  door,  and  entering  with- 
out ceremony,  accoited  him  in  thefe' 
words  :  *  It  does  not  become  valets  to 
'  fend  in  their  names  to  their  matters  ; 
'  here  is  one  of  your  old  fervants  come 
'  to  pay  his  refpeftsi*  So  faying,  I 
would  have  kneeled  before  them;  but 
they  hindered  me  from  fo  doing,  and 
embraced  me,  one  after  another,  with 
all  the  expreflions  of  genuine  affection* 
«  Well,  my  dear  Santillane,'  faid  Don 
Alphonfo;  *  have  you  been  at  Liiiai 

*  to  take  poffeffion  of  your  eftate?v— 
«  Yes,   Signior,'  replied    I;    «  and   I 
'  hope  you  will  give  me  leave  to  re- 
'  ftore  it.' — *  For  what  reafon  ?'  {aid 
he:  «  is   there  any  thing  difagieeable 

*  about   it,    that  gives  you  dilgull?* 
— «  Not  in  itfelf,'  I  refumed  ;  «  on  the 
'  contrary,   I   am  inchanted   with   it. 
'  All  that  diipleafes  me  in  it,  is,  to  fee' 
'  cooks  of  an  archbifhop,  with  three 
'  times  more  fervants  than  I  want  5 
'  which  only  ferve  to  put  you  to  an  ex- 
«  pence  equally  ufelefs    and   confide- 
«  rable.' 

<  If,'   faid  Don  Caefar,  <  you  had 
S  f  *  *  accepted 
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'  accepted  th.e  annuity  of  two  thou- 
'  fand  ducats  which  we  offered  at  Ma- 
'  chid,  we  fliould  bave  been  contented 

*  Wxith  giving  you  the  l>oufe  furniflied 

*  as  it  is  j  but  you  know  you  refufed  the 
'  penfion ;  and  we  thought  we  could 
'  do  no  lei's  than  make  you  fo me  other 
'  recompence.' — '  This  is  too  much,' 
I  replied  :  *  your  generofity  ought  to 
'  have  been  confined  to  the  prefent  of 
'  tlie  eftate,  which  is  enough  to  crown 
'  my  wimes.     But  exclufive  of  your 
'  colt  in  maintaining  fo  many  people, 
(  at  a  great  expence,   1  declare,  that 
'  thefe  people  incommode  and  plague 

*  me:  in  a  word,  my  lords,  take  back 
'  your  eftate,   or  allow  me  to  enjoy  it 
'  according  to  my  own  defire.'    1  pro- 
nounced thefe  lalt  words  with  fuch  a 
determined  air,  that  the  father  and  fon, 
who  did  not  at  all  intend  to  lay  me 
under    any    cbnftraint,    promifed,    at 
length,  that  I  mould  live  as  I  pleafed 
in  my  own  houfe. 

I  thanked  them  for  having  granted 
me  that  liberty,  without  which  I  could 
not  be  happy  j  when  Don  Alphonfo 
interrupted  me,  faying,  '  My  dear  Gil 

*  Bias,  I  will  introduce  you  to  a  lady, 
'  who  will  be  overjoyed   to  fee  you.' 
With  thefe  words  he  took  me  by  the 
hand,  and  led  me  into  the  apartment  of 
Seraphina,  who  fcreamed  with  joy  when 
fl\e  faw  me.     '  Madam,'  faid  the  go- 
vernor, '  I  believe  the  arrival  of  our 
'  friend   Santillane   at  Valencia  is  as 

*  agreeable  to  you  as  to  me.' — c  That 
'  is  what  he  ought  to  be  convinced  of,' 
anfwered  [he ;  '  time  has  not  made  me 
'  lofe  the  remembrance  of  the  fervice 

*  he  did  me;  and    to   the  gratitude  I 
'  rnyfelf  owe  him,   I  add  that  which  I 
'  oui;ht  to  have  on  your  account.'     I. 
told   the  Lady  Governed,   that  I  was 
but  too  well  requited  for  the  danger 
I  had  fhared  with  her  deliverers,  in  ex- 
pofing   my  life  for   her  fake.     After 
many  mutual   compliments,  Don  Al- 
phonl'o  brought  me   back  from  Sera- 
phina's   apartment,    and  we    rejoined 
I)on  Caefar,  whom  we  found  in  a  hall 
with  feveral   perfons  of  quality,   who 
came  there  to  dinner. 

Ail  thefe  gentlemen  faluted  me  with, 
great  politenefs;  and  were  the  more 
civil  t»  rne,  becaufe  Don  Caefar  had 
told  them,  that  I  was  once  one  of  the 
Duke  of  Lerma's  principal  fecretaries. 
i>s,  likewife,  the  greateft  part  of 
them  knew,  it  was  by  my  credit  that 


Don  Alphonfo  had  obtained  the  g»- 
vcrnment  of  Valencia  ;  for  every  thing 
is  known.  Be  that  as  it  will,  when  we 
were  at  table,  the  new  cardinal  was  the 
whole  fubjec~l  of  the  difcourfe.  Some 
gave,  or  affefted  to  give  him  great 
commendations,  while  others  feaibned 
their  praife  with  fome  fevere  fneers. 

From  hence  I  concluded,  that  they 
wanted  I  mould  enlarge  upon  his  emi- 
nence, and  make  them  merry  at  his 
expence.  I  had  fome  inclination  to 
difclofe  my  fentiments  of  himj  but  I 
reftrained  my  tongue  :  and  this  filence 
made  me  pafs,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
company,  for  a  man  of  great  difcre- 
tion. 

After  dinner,  the  guefts  retired  to 
take  their  fieftas  at  their  own  homes  : 
Don  Caefar  and  his  fon,  feized  with 
the  fame  defire,  (hut  themfelves  up  in 
their  apartments;  and  I,  impatient  to 
fee  a  city,  the  beauty  of  which  I  had 
heard  fo  much  extolled,  went  out  of 
the  governor's  palace  with  a  defign  to 
ftroll  through  the  ftreets.  A1  the  gate, 
I  met  a  man,  who  accofted  me  in  thefe 
words  :  *  Signior  de  Santillane,  give 
'  me  leave  to  falute  you.'  When 
I  aflced  who  he  was,  *  I  am  now/ 
faid  he,  (  Don  Caefar's  valet  decham- 
'  bre;  but  was  one  of  his  lacquies 
'  while  you  was  his  fteward  :  I  ma,de 

*  my  court  to  you  eveiy  morning,  be- 

*  caufe  you  was  very  kind  to  me;  and 
'  I  informed  you  of  every  thing  that 
f  happened   in  the  houfe.     Don't  you 
1   remember,  that  I  one  day  gave  you 

*  notice,  that  the  furgeon  of  the  vil- 
'  lage  of  Leyva  was  privately  admitted 

*  into  the  chamber  of  Dame  Lorenga 
'  Sephora  ?' — '  1  have  not   forgot  it,' 
I  replied  :   *  but,  a-propos,  what  is  be- 
«  come    of   that    duenna?' — «  Alas!* 
faid   he,    «  after  your  departure,    the 

*  poor  creature  pined  away,  and  died, 
'  more  regretted  by  Seraphina  than  by 

*  Don   Alphonfo,    who    Itemed   very 
<  little  afrlicled  at  her  death.' 

Don  Caefar's  vakt  de  chambre  hav- 
ing thus  informed  me  of  Sephora's  me- 
lancholy end,  made  an  apology  for 
having  ftoppe.I  me- ;  and  1  continued 
my  walk,  fighmgat  thf  remembrance  of 
that  unfortunate  dut-nna,  and  lament- 
ing her  fate,  whicli  I  impaled  to  my- 
felf;  without  confultring  that  it  was 
more  owing  to  her  own  cancer  than  to 
my  cruelty. 

I  obferved  with  pleafure  all  that  was 
worth 
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worth  feeing  in  this  cityj  the  marble 
palace  of  the  archbifhop  agreeably  en- 
tertained my  view,  as  well  as  the  fine 
porticos  of  the  exchange  j  but  a  large 
houfe  which  I  difcerned  at  a  diitanca, 
and  which  I  faw  a  great  number  of 
people  enter,  attracted  my  attention.  I 
approached  it,  in  order  to  know  the  Tea- 
Ton  of  fuch  a  great  con courle  of  men  and 
women  ;  and  was  foon  fatisfied,  when  I 
read  thefe  words,  written  in  gold  letters, 
on  a  ftone  of  black  marble  placed  over 
the  gate,  La  pofada  des  los  reprefantcs  * ; 
and  the  players  advertifed  in  their 
bill,  that  they  would  that  day,  for  the 
firft  time,  aft  a  new  tragedy  compofed 
by  Don  Gabriel  Triaquero. 


CHAP.      V. 

OIL  BLAS  GOES  TO  THE  PLAY, 
WHERE  HE  SEES  A  NEW  TRA- 
GEDY ACTED.  THE  SUCCESS 
OF  THAT  PERFORMANCE,  WITH 
THE  PUBLICS  TASTE  OF  VA- 
LENCIA. 

I  Stopped  fome  minutes  at  the  door, 
to  view  the  people  who  went  in  j 
and  obferved,  that  theyconfifted  of  all 
ranks.  I  faw  cavaliers  of  a  genteel 
mien,  and  richly  drefied,  and  fome  fi- 
gures as  ordinary  as  the  cloaths  they 
wore.  I  perceived  ladies  of  quality 
alight  from  their  coaches,  and  go  to 
the  boxes,  which  they  had  ordered  to 
be  befpoke  5  and  female  adventurers 
go  in  with  a  view  of  alluring  cullies. 
This  concourfe  of  all  forts  of  fpe&a- 
tors  made  me  defirous  of  encreafing 
the  number.  Juft  as  I  was  goi*g  to 
take  a  ticket,  the  governor  and  his 
lady  arriving,  difcerned  me  in  the. 
crowd  ;  and  ordering  me  to  be  called, 
carried  me  into  their  box,  where  I 
placed  myfelf  behind  them,  fo  as  to 
be  able  to  fpeak  to  both  with  eafe.  I 
found  the  houfe  full  of  people  from  top 
to  bottom,  the  pit  very  much  throng- 
ed, and  the  ftage  loaded  with  knights  of 
the  three  military  orders.  *  Here  is,* 
faid  I  to  Don  Alphonfo,  *  a  very  nu- 
«  merousaflembly!' — «You  muftnotbe 
«  furprized  at  that/  anfwered  he  :  <  the 

*  tragedy  to  be  reprefented  is  the  com- 

*  polition  of  Don  Gabriel  Triaquero, 
1  iiraaraed,  the  modijb poet .   As  foon  as 

•  The  Theatre. 


the  play-bills  advertifed  a  new  thing 
written  by  that  author,  the  whole 
city  of  Valencia  was  in  a  flutter: 
the  men  as  well  as  the  women  talk 
of  nothing  but  this  piece;  all  the 
boxes  are  befpoke  ;  and  it  being  the 
fir  It  day  of  it's  representation,  people 
are  fqueezed  to  death,  endeavouring 
to  enter  ;  although  every  place  is 
double  filled  except  the  pit,  which 
they  dare  not  difoblige.' — 'Such 
madnefs!'  faid  I  to  the  governor  : 
that  eiger  curiofity  of  the  publick, 
that  furious  impatience  to  fee  every 
new  production  of  Gabriel,  gives  me 
an  high  idea  of  the  poet"s  geuius.* 
In  this  part  of  our  converlation  the 
actors  appeared ;  and  we  left  off  fpeak- 
ing  immediately,  in  order  to  liiten  with 
attention.  The  applaufes  began  with 
the  prologue;  every  verfe  was  attend- 
ed with  a  brouhaha  f  !  and  at  the  end 
of  each  act  there  was  fuch  a  clapping 
of  hands,  that  one  would  have  thought 
the  houfe  was  falling.  After  the  per- 
formance they  fhewed  me  the  author, 
who  went  from  box  to  box,  modeftly 
prefentinghis  head  for  the  laurels  with 
which  the  gentlemen  and  ladies  pre- 
pared to  crown  him. 

We  returned  to  the  governor's  pa- 
lace, where  three  or  four  knights  ar- 
rived  in   a   little  time:    thither   alio 
came  two  old  authors,  efteemed  in  their 
way,  with  a  gentleman  from  Madrid 
of  underilanding  and  tafte.     As  they 
had  all    been  at  the  play,  the  whole 
converfation  at  flipper  turned  upon  the 
new  piece.    '  Gentlemen,"  faid  a  knight 
of  St.  Jago,  '  what  is  your  opinion  of 
this  tragedy  ?  Is  it  not  what  you  call 
a  finimed  work  ?  fublime   thoughts, 
tender  fentiments,    manly  verifica- 
tion, deficient  in  nothing!  in  a  word, 
it  is  a  poem  adapted  to  people   or 
tafte!' — '  I  believe  nobody  can  be  of 
a  contrary  opinion/  faid  the  knight 
of  Alcantara  j    *  the  piece  is   full  of 
ftrokes    that  Apollo  feems  to   have 
dictated,  and  of  fituations  conceived 
with  infinite  art. — I  appeal   to  this 
gentleman,'    added    he,     addrefling 
himfelf  to  the  Caftilian  ;  '  he  feems  to 
be  a  connoifleur  ;    and  I'll  wager  he 
is  of  my  fentiment.' — *  Don't  wager, 
cavalier/  anfwered  the  gentleman, 
with  a  farcaftick  fmile  j  *  we  do  not  dc- 
<  cide  fo  haftily  at  Madrid  :    far  from 

f  A  note  o?e^plaufe. 
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'  judging  a  piece  at  it's  firft  reprefenta- 
'  lion,  we  diftruft  it's  beauties  while 
«  they  are  in  the  mouths  of  the  actors^ 
'  and  how  well  foevcr  we  may  be  af- 
'  fected  to  the  author,  fufpend  our 
'  judgment  until  we  have  read  it  : 

*  and  truly  it  does  not  always  give  us 

*  the  fame  pleafure  upon  paper  that  we 

*  received  from  it  on  the  ftage.     We 

*  fcrupuloufly  examine  a  poem  before 

*  we  efteem  it,  without  being  dazzled 

*  by    the   author's    reputation,    how 
«  great  foever  it  may  be.     When  Lope 
'  de   Vega  himfelf,  and   Calderpna  % 

*  produced  new  pieces,  they  found  in 
'  their  admirers   fevere  judges,    who 
'  would  not  raife  them  to  the  higheft 
'  point   of  glory,    until  they   judged 
'  them  worthy  of  that  elevation.' 

*  Zooks  T  cried  the  knight  of  St. 
Jago  j  '  we  are  not  fo  fearful  as  you  : 

*  we  don't  wait  until  a  piece  is  print- 
'  ed,  but  in  the  furl  reprefentation  fix. 
'  it's  value:  there  is  not  even  occafion 
'  for  our  liftening  to  it  with  great  at- 
'  tention  j  if  we  know  it  to  be  a  pro- 
c  duction    of   Don   Gabriel,    that    is 
'  enough  to  convince  us  that  it  is  with- 
'  out   blemifli.     The   works    of  that 

*  poet  ought  to  fc-rve  as  an  epocha  for 
<  the  birth  of  tafte:   your  Lope's  and 
'  Calderona's  were  but  apprentices  in 
'  comparifon  of  this  great  mailer  of 

*  the    ftage!'     The    gentleman,    who 
looked   upon   Lope  and   Calderona   as 
the  Spanifh  Sophocles  and  Euripides, 
was    fhocked    at   this    ram    affcrtion. 

*  Such  dramatick  facrilege!'  cried  he. 
«  Since  you  oblige  me,  gentlemen,  to 
'  judge,  like  yen,  from  a  fir/I repre- 
'  icntation,  I  rmifi  tell  yp\i,  that  I  am 
'  not,  at  all  fatisfi"!  with  this  new  tra- 
f  gedy   of  your   Don    Gabriel:    it   is 
<  fluffed  with  ftroke's  mere  mining  than 

*  folid  ;    three    pans   in    four    of  the 
'  verfe  are   bad,  or   mif-rhimed  }  thq 

*  characters  ill  conceived,  and  ill  fup- 
'  ported  j  and  the  fentiments  are  often 

*  very  obfcure.1 

The  two  authors  who  were  at  table, 
and  who,  through  a  referve  as  com- 
mendable as  rare,  had  faid  nothing,  for 
fear  of  being  fufpicted  of  jealuufy, 
could  not  help  applauding  the  gentle- 
man's fentiments  with  their  eyes  j 
which  made  me.guefs,  that  their  filence 
was  not  fo  mu.ch  owing  t«  the  perfec- 
tion cf  the  work,  as  to  other  pruden- 

/e 

*  Don  Pedro  Calderona  ^.h  Barea,  famous 


tial  reafons.     As  for  the  knights,  they 
again    to   praife  Don    Gabriel, 
whom   they  even    placed   among   the 
gods.      This  extravagant  apotheofis, 
and  blind  idolatry,  ma.de  the  Csftilian 
lofe   all   patience:    he    lifted    up    his 
hands  to  heaven,  and  all  of  a  fuddrn 
exclaimed,  in  a  fit  of  euthufiafm,  «  O 
divine  Lope  de  Vega  !  rare  and  fub- 
lime  genius  !  who  haft  left  an  im- 
menfe  fpace  between  thee  and  all  the 
Gabriels  who  attempt  to  reach  thy 
excellence  ! — and    you,    cnergetick 
Calderona !  whofe  elegant  foftnefs, 
purged  of  epick  ftiffnefs,  is  inimita- 
ble j  do  not  fear  that  your  altars  will 
be  demolimed  by  this  new  pupil  of 
the  mtifes,  who  will  be  very  lucky  if 
pofterity,  which  you  will  delight,  as 
you  delight  the  prefent  age,   mall 
hear  his  name  mentioned/ 
This  pleafing  apohVophe,  which  no- 
body expected,  raifed  the  laugh  of  the 
whole  company,  which  got  up  from  ta- 
ble, and  parted.    I  was  conducted,  by 
Don  Alphonfo's  order,  into  an  apart- 
ment prepared  for  me :    there  I  found 
a  good    bed,    in   which    my   worfhip 
went  to  fleep,  deploring  (like  the  Ca- 
ftilian  gentleman)  the  injuftice  which 
ignorant  people  did  to  Lope  and  Cal- 
derona. 


CHAP.     VJ. 

GIL  BLAS,  WALKING  THROUGH- 
THE  STREETS  OF  VALENCIA, 
MEETS  A  FRIAR  WHOM  HE 
THINKS  HE  KNOWS.  AN  AC- 
COUNT OF  THAT  FRIAR. 

AS  I  had  not  feen  the  whole  city  in 
my  firft  excurfion,  J  went  out 
next  day,  with  an  intention  to  take 
another  walk  ;  and  perceived  in  the 
ftreet  a  Carthufian  friar,  who,  doubt- 
lefs,  was  going  to  tranlact  the  affairs 
of  his  community.  He  walked  with 
downcaft  eyes,  and  fo  devout  an  air, 
that  he  attracted  the  notice  of  everv  Ko- 
dy.  As  he  pa/Ted  clofe  by  me,  I  look- 
ed at  him  with  attention,  and  thought  I 
faw  in  him  the  very  perfon  of  Don  Ra- 
phael, that  adventurer  who  maintains 
inch  aa  honourable  place  in  the  two 
firlt  volumes  of  my  Memoirs. 

J  was  fo  much  aftonifhed,  fb  ftruck 

for  the  exccilcBt  comedies  he  has  written. 

with 
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^rith  this  meeting,  that,  inftead  of  ac- 
eofting  the  monk,  I  ftood  immoveable 
fome  minutes  ;  during  which  he  was 
gone  a  good  way  from  me.  '  Jult 
'  Heaven  !'  faid  I  ;  {  were  ever  two 
c  faces  more  alike!  Whatmuft  I  think, 
*  of  this  affair  ?  Can  it  be  Raphael  in- 
«  deed?  or  can  I  doubt  that  it  is  he  ?' 
I  was  too  curious  to  know  the  truth,  to 
remain  long  where  I  was.  I  afked  the 
way  to  the  monaftery  ef  the  Carthu- 
fians,  whither  I  inltantly  repaired,  in 
hopes  of  feeing  my  man  again  when  he 
fhould  return,  and  firmly  refblved  to 
flop  and  fpeak  with  him.  I  had  no 
•ccafion  to  wait  for  this  :  when  I  came 
to  the  gate  of  the  convent,  another 
face  of  my  acquaintance  turned  my 
doubts  into  certainty  j  I  recollected  in 
the  porter  my  old  valet  Ambrofe  de 
Lamela. 

We  were  equally  furprized  to  find 
one  another  in  that  place.  '  Don't  I 
'  dream  !'  faid  I,  fainting  him  j  '  is  it 

*  actually  one  of  my  friends  whom  I 
'_  behold  P     He  could  not  recal  me  at 
firft,  or  feigned  himfelf  ignorant  of  my 
features;    but,  considering   that   this 
feint  was  ufelefs,  he  affected  the  air  of 
aperfon  who  remembers  a  thing  all  of 
afudden:    *  Ah,   Signior  Gil  Bias  P 
cried  he  ;  '  forgive  my  want  of  memo- 
«  ry.     Since  I  have  lived  in  this  holy 

*  place,  and  applied  myfelf  to  fulfil  the 

*  duties  prefcribed  by  our  rules,  I  lofe 
c  infenfibly  the  remembrance  of  what  I 

*  have  ieen  in  the  world.* 

*  J  am  Imcerely  rejoiced,'  faid  I,  '  to 
c  fee  you,  after  an  abfence  of  ten 
'  years,  in  fuch  a  reverend  drefs/— - 
*'  And  I,'  he  replied,  l  am  afhamed  to 
'  appear  in  it  before  a  perfon  who  has 
'  been  witnefs  of  the  wicked  life  I  led. 
'  This  drefs  inceffantly  upbraids  me. 
'  Alas!'  added  he,  ilghing  profound- 
ly, «  to  be  worthy  of  wearing  it,  I 
'  ought  to  have  lived  always  in  inno- 

*  cence.' — «  By  this  difcourfe,   with 

*  which  I  am  charmed,'    I  refumed, 
4  my  dear  brother,  one  may. fee  that 

*  you  have  been  touched  by  the  finger 
f  of  the  Lord.     I  repeat  the  aflurance 

*  of  my  joy  at  the  occafion  j  and  long 

*  earneftly  to  hear  in  what  miracu- 
'  lous  manner  you  and  Don  Raphael 

*  have  entered  into  the  right  way  $   for 

*  I  am  perfuaded  that  it  was  he 'whom 

*  I  juft  now  met  in  the  Carthufian  ha- 
'  l>it.     I  am  forry  that  I  did  not  flop 

*  him  in  the  ftrcet,  and  fpeak  to  him  j 


'  and  I  wait  here  for  his  return,  in  or- 
'  der  to  repair  my  neglecl.' 

'  You  are  not  miltaken,'  faid  Li- 
mela  to  me  ;  '  it  was  Don  Raphael 
'  himfelf  whom  you  faw  j  and  as  to 

*  the  detail  you  defire,  here  it  is.  Af- 

*  ter  we  parted  from  you,  near-  Segor- 
'  ba,  the  fon  of  Lucinda  and  I  took 
'  the  road  to  Valencia,   with  a  defign 
'  of  playing  fome  new  trick  of  our 
1  profeflion  in  that  city.    One  day,  by 

*  accident,  we  went  into  the  church  of 
'  the   Carthufians,  while   the  monks 

*  were   fmging   pfalms    in   the  choir. 
'  We  confidered  them  attentively,  and 
'  experienced    that   even    the    wicked 

*  cannot  help  honouring  virtue.     We 
'  admired  the  fervour  with  which  they 
'  prayed  to  God,  their  mortified   air, 
'  their  minds  detached  from  the  plea- 
'  fures  of  the  age,  as  well  as  the  fere- 
'  nity  that  reigned   in  their  counte- 

*  nances,  and  Ib  well  exprefled  there- 

*  pofe  of  their  confciences. 

*  While  we  made  thefe  obfervationst 
'  we  fell  into  a  reverie  that  became  vc- 
'  ry  ialutary  unto  us.  We  compared 
'  our  morals  with  thofe  of  the  good 

<  monks,  and  the  difference  which  we 

<  found,  filled  us  with  forrowand  dif- 
'  quiet.     "  Lamela,"  faid  Don   Ri- 
'  phael  to  me,   when  we  came  out  of 
'  the  church,  "  how  art  thou  affected 
"  with  what  we   have  feen  ?  For  my 
**  part,  I  cannot  conceal  from  thee  the 
<c  anxiety  of  my  mind.     I  am  agita- 
"  ted  by  emotions  hitherto  unknown 
"  to  mej  and,  for  the  firft  time  of  my 
"  life,    my    tonfcience  upbraids   me 
"  with  my  iniquity."—"  I  am  in  the 
"  felf-fame  difpofition,"  anf\vered  I  ; 
"  the  evil  actions  which  I  have  com- 
14  mitted,  at  this  inftant  rife  up  againll 
"  me  j  and  my  heart,   which  was  be- 
"  fore  hardened  againft  repentance,  is 
'*  now  torn  with  remorfe."— u  Ah^ 
<l  dear  Ambrofe  !"  refumed  my  com- 
f  rade,    ««  we  are  two  Itrayed  fheep, 
"  whom  the  Heavenly  Father,  through! 
((  pity,  intends  to  bring  back  into  the 
"  fold.     It  is  he,    my  child!   it  is  he 
"  who  calls  us!     Let  us  not  be  deaf  to 
"  his  voice  j  kt  us   renounce  cheat- 
"  ing,  quit  the  libertinifm  in  which 
"  we  livej    and  begin  from  th?6  vwy 
"  day  to  labour  ferioufly  in  the  great 
"  work  of  our  falvation.     We  mu(J 
"  fpend   the  reft  of  our  days  in  this 
"  convent,    and    confecrate  them    to 
«'  pietj  and  penitence." 

4  Jap- 
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f  I  applauded  Raphael's  fentimcnt,1 
continued  Brother  Ambrofe  ;  (  and  we 
formed  the  generous  refolution  of  he- 
coming  Carthufians.  Toputthisin 
execution,  we  addrellcd  ourfrlves  to 
the  father  prior,  who  no  fooner  un- 
derftood  our  defign,  thin,  in  order 
to  prove  our  vocation,  he  accommo- 
dated us  with  cells,  and  we  were 
treated  like  monks  during  a  whole 
year.  We  followed  the  rules  with 
fiich  exactnefs  and  con  fancy,  that 
we  were  received  among  the  novices. 
We  were  Ib  well  iatish'ed  with  our 
iituruion,  and  fo  full  of  ardour,  that 
we  courageoufly  underwent  the  toils 
of  the  noviciate  j  we  then  profeffed  ; 
after  which,  Don  Raphael  appearing 
endued  with  a  genius  for  bufinefs, 
was  chofen  afTiftant  to  an  old  father 
who  was  at  that  time  Solicitor.  The 
fon  of  Lucinda  would  have  rather 
fpent  his  whole  time  in  prayer,  but 
he  was  obliged  to  facrifice  his  incli- 
nation to  the  good  of  the  convent. 
He  acquired  fuch  a  perfect  know- 
ledge of  the  interefts  of  the  houfe, 
that  he  was  deemed  capable  of  filling 
the  place  of  the  old  folicitor,  who 
died  three  years  after.  Don  Ra- 
phael actually  exercifes  that  employ- 
ment at  prefent,  and  acquits  him- 
felf  in  it  to  the  great  fatisfaction  of 
all  our  fathers,  who  praife  his  con- 
duct very  much  in  the  administration 
of  our  temporalities.  What  is  very 
furprizing  is,  that,  in  fpife  of  the 
care  of  collecting  our  revenues,  with 
which  he  is  inverted,  he  feems  en- 
groffed  by  eternity  alore  ;  and  when 
his  buiinefs  Iravrs  him  a  moment  to 
himlelf,  he  employs  it  in  the  molt 
profound  meditation.  In  a  void, 
he  is  one  of  the  holieft  monks  in  our 
monailcry.' 

In  this  place  I  interrupted  Lamela 
with  a  tranfport  of  joy,  that  I  expreflT- 
cd  at  the  fight  of  Raphael,  who  arrived. 
«  There,"  cried  1,  4  there  is  the  holy 
4  folicitor  for  whom  I  waited  fo  im- 
4  patiently!'  At  the  fame  time  I  ran 
up,  and  embraced  him.  He  received 
niv  folut.'Uion  with  a  good  grace  j  and, 
without  difcovering  the  leaft  furpri/e 
at  mcftinfl,  (aid  to  me  with  a  voice  full 
offweetnefs,  «  God  be  pratfed,  S, 
4  de  Santillane  !  God  be  praiied  for 
4  the  pleafure  I  have  in  feeing  you!'— 
*  Truly,'  I  replied,  '  my  dear  Ra- 


4  pluel,  I  (hare  as  much  as  poffiMe  In 
f  y«;ur  happinefs.  Brother  Ambrefijf 
has  recounted  to  me  the  hiftory  of 
your  converfion,  and  I  was  charmed 
with  the  narration.  What  advantage 
have  you  both,  my  friends,  in  being 
able  to  flatter  yourfelves,  that  you 
are  of  the  fmall  number  of  the  elect, 
who  will  one  day  enjoy  eternal  feli- 
city !' 

*  Two  wretches,  fuch  as  we  are,* 
relumed  the  fon  cf  Lucinda,  with  an 
air  of  great  humility,  «  ought  not  to 
'  conceive  fuch  hopes  ;  but  the  re- 
4  pentance  of  tinners  makes  the m  find 
4  favour  with  the  Father  of  Mercy.- 
4  And  you,  Signior  Gil  Bias,'  added 
he,  '  don't  you  alfo  think  of  deferving 
4  pardon  for  the  crimes  you  have  com- 
'  mitted?  What  bufmefs  brings  you 
4  to  Valencia?  Don't  you  unhappily 
4  fill  fome  dangerou*  employment  in 
4  this  place?'—'  No,  thank  God!'  I 
replied  j  *  fmce  I  quitted  the  court,  I 
4  have  led  the  life  of  an  honeft  man. 
4  Sometimes,  at  an  eftate  I  have  fome 
4  leagues  from  hence,  I  enjoy  the  plea- 
4  fures  of  the  country  ;  and  fometimes 
4  I  come  to  make  merry  with  the  Go- 
4  veroorof  Valencia,  who  is  my  friend, 
4  and  one  who  you  both  know  per- 
4  feaiy  well.' 

Then  I  recounted  the  hiftory  of  Don* 
Alphonfo  de  Leyva,    to   which   they 
liftened   with   attention  ;  am!  when  T 
told  them  that  I  had  carried  from  that 
nobleman  to  Samuel  Simon  the  three 
thoufand  ducats  which  we  had   itole 
from  him,  Lamela  interrupted  me,  and 
addicfllng  himfelf  to  Raphael,  «  Fa- 
ther Hilary/  laid  he,  4  at  that  rate, 
the  merchant  has  no  caufe  to  com- 
plain of  a  robbery,  for  which  he  has 
received  reltitution  with  ufury  j  and 
we  ought   to  have  quiet  confciences 
on  that  article.' — 4  Really,'  faid  the 
blicitor>     4  Brother  Ambrofe   and   I, 
before  we  entered  this  convent,  fent 
privately  fifteen  hundred   ducats  to 
Samuel  Simon  by  a  worthy  clergy- 
man, who  took  the  trouble  of  going 
to  Xelva,  in  order  to  make  that  re- 
rtitution  :  fo  much  the  worfe  for  Sa- 
muel, if  he  was  cripahjy  of  touching 
that  Cum,  after  having  been  reimbtiri- 
cd  of  the  whole  by  Signior  dc  San- 
tilhme.'— {  But,'  laid    I     »o     tht-m, 
aie   you   fure  that  your  fifteen  hun- 
dicd  ducats  were  faithfully  remitted 
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«  to  him  ?' — c  Qucftionlefs,'  cried  Don 
Raphael  ;  c  I  will  anfwer  for  the  cler- 
gyman's integrity,  as  much  as  for 
my  own.' — *  And  I  will  join  in  the 
fecurity,'  laid  Lamela;  'he  is  a  ho- 
ly priett,  ufecl  to  thefc  forts  of  com- 
miflTions,  and  has  had,  for  things 
depofited  in  his  hands,  two  or  three 
law-fuits,  which  he  gained  with 
cofts/ 

Our  converfation  lafted  fome  time 
longer  ;  then  we  parted,  they  exhort- 
ing me  to  have  always  the  fear  of  the 
Lord  before  my  eyes ;  and  I  recom- 
mending myfelf  to  theirdevout  prayers. 
Going  ftraight  to  Don  Alphonfo,  'You 

*  «an't  guefs,'    faid  I  to  him,  *  with 
«  whom  I  have  had  a  long  converfa- 

*  tion  !     I  have  juft  parted   with  two 
'  venerable   Cartbufians  of  your    ac- 
'  quaintance,  one  called  Father  Hiia- 
'  jy,  and  the  other  Brother  Ambrole/ 
— *  You  are  miftaken,'  anfwered  Don 
Alphonfo;  *  I  know  not  one  Carthu-  • 
'   fian.'  —  '  Pardon    me,'    I  replied  ; 

'  you  faw  at  Xelva  Brother  Ambrofe 
'  commiflary,  and  Father  Hilary  fecre- 

*  tary   to  the  Inquifition/  —  *  Good 
'  Heaven  !'    cried  the   governor  with 
furprizej     'is    it   poiTible    that   Ra- 

*  phael  and  Lamela  are  become  Car- 
'  thufians?' — «  Yes,  indeed,'  laid  I; 

*  they    have    been    profeffed     monks 

*  fome  years.     The  firtl   is  folicitor, 
«  and   the    other   porter  of  the  con- 
«  vent/ 

Don  Caefar's  fon  mufed  fome  mi- 
nutes, then  (baking  his  head,  '  Mr. 

*  Commiflary  of  the  Inquifition  and 

*  his  fecretary,'  faid  he,  '  are,  in  my 
«   opinion,    bent    upon    playing   fome 
'  new  farce  here.' — *  You  are  preju- 
«  -diced   againft    them,'    anfwered   I. 
'  For  my  own  part,  having  converted 

*  with  them,  I  judge  more  favourably 

*  of  their  intentions.     It  is  true,  we 
'  cannot  dive  into  the  heart ;  but,  in 

*  all   appearance,  they   are   two  con- 
'  verted   finners/ —  '  That  may  be/ 
relumed  Don  Alphonfo  $  *  there  have 

*  been  many  libertines,  who,  after  hav- 
'  ing  fcandalized   the  world  by  their 
'  irregularities,,  (hut  themfslves  up  in 
'  cloylters,  to  perform  a  rigorous  pe- 
'  nance,  and  I  wifh  our  two  monks 

*  may  be  of  that  fort.' — «  Why  fhould 
'  they  not?'  faid  I:   *  they   have  vo- 
'  luntarily  embraced  a  monaitick  life, 
'  and  have  already  lived  a  long  time 

*  like   good  friars/—*  You   may  lay 


'  what  you  pleafe,'  replied  the  gover- 
nor j   '  I  don't  like  that  the  convent's 
caih  fliould   be  in  the  hands  of  that 
fame  Father  Hilary,  whofe  integrity 
1  cannot  help  diftrtifting.     When  I 
remember  that  fine  detail  he  gave  tis 
of  his  adventures,  I  tremble  for  the 
Carthufians.    I  would  willingly  be- 
lieve with   you,  that  he  has  taken 
the  habit  from  a  very  pious  motive, 
but  the  fight  of  thecafli  may  awaken 
his  cupidity.  A  reformed  drunkard 
fliould  never  be  left  in  a  cellar/ 
The  fufpicion  of  Don  Alphonfo  was 
fully  judined  in   a  few  days.     Father 
Solicitor  and  Brother  Porter  difappear- 
ed  with  the  caih.    This  piece  of  news, 
which  was  immediately  fpread  all  over 
the  city,  afforded  great  mirth  to   the 
wits,  who  always   rejoice  at  the  mis- 
fortunes   which    happen    to  endowed 
monks.  As  for  the  governor  and  me$ 
we    pitied    the   Carthufians,    without 
boafting  of  our  acquaintance  with  the 
two  aportles. 


CHAP.    VII. 


GIL  BLAS  RETURNS  TO  HIS  CAS TLB 
OF  LIRIAS ;  HEARS  AN  AGREE- 
ABLE PIECE  OF  NEWS  FROM  SCI- 
PIO  ;  AND  MAKES  A  REFORM  JN 
HIS  HOUSEKEEPING. 


I  Spent  eight  days  at  Valencia  in  high 
tafte,  living  among  counts  andmar- 
quifles.  Shews,  bails,  concerts,  en- 
tertainments, converfations  with  the 
ladies,  and  other  amufements,  I  en- 
joyed  by  the  favour  of  the  governor 
and  his  lady,  to  whom  I  paid  my  court 
fo  iuccelsfuUv,  that,  when  I  let  out 
for  Lirias,  they  were  lorry  to  part  with 
me.  They  even  obliged  me  to  pro- 
mi  fe,  that  I  would  divide  my  time 
between  them  and  my  folitude  j  and 
it  was  agreed,  that  I  fhouid  live  at 
Valencia  in  the  winter,  and  fpend  the 
fummer  at  my  own  houfe.  This  con- 
vention being  made,  my  benefactors 
gave  me  liberty  to  go  and  enjoy  their 
tavoiirs. 

Scipio,  who  impatiently  expe&ed  my 
return,  was  ovei  joyed  at  feeing  me  j 
and  I  redoubled  ine  nieaiureby  a  faith- 
ful report  of  rny  journey.  *  Weil, 

*  my  iriencl,'  faid  I  to  him  aftervvards> 
'   how  didlt  thou  fpend  the  day  in  my 

*  abfence?    didli    thou   divert  thy  fe  If 

T  t  «  arer- 
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'  agreeably?'  — «  As  well,'  anlWred 
he,  *  as  a  feivant  couUl,  to  whom  nu- 
t'ning  is  Co  dear  as  the  pretence  of 
his  mallei-.  1  h?ve  walked  all  «>\cr 
our  fmall  territories.  Sometimes  fcat- 
ecl  on  the  brink  of"  that  fountain 
which  is  in  ouv  wood,  I  took  plu.;- 
fure  in  contemplating  the  beamy  of 
it's  waters,  which  are  as  pure  us 
thole  of  the  fa c red  fountain,  that 
makes  the  vali  foiuil  of  Albuna  echo 
with  it's  noife  ;  and  fometimes, 
Itretchcd  at  the  root  of  a  tree,  heard 
the  linnets  ling,  and  the  nightin- 
gales tune  their  fong.  In  fhoi  t,  I 
have  hunted,  I  have  fimed  5  and  wh;it 
gave  me  more  fatisfa&ion  than  all 
other  amufenients,  1  have  read  feve- 
K:'!  books  as  uleful  as  entertaining/ 
I  interrupted  my  fecretary  with  pre- 
cipitation, to  aik  where  he  found  theie 
books.  '  I  found  them,'  faid  he,  *  in  a 
handfome  library,  which  Matter  Joa- 
chim mewed  me  in  this  cattle/ — 'Ha! 
in  what  part,'  faid  I,  «  can  this  pre- 
tended library  be  ?  Did  we  not  vitit 
the  whole  houfe  on  the  firtt  day  of 
our  arrival  ?' — *  So  you  imagined/ 
nfwered  he  j  *  but  you  mutt  know  we 
furveyed  three  pavilions  only,  and 
forgot  the  fourth,  where  Don  Cae- 
far,  when  he  came  to  Lirias,  ufually 
employed  a  part  of  his  time  in  read- 
ing. There  are  in  this  library  ex- 
ceeding good  books  left  for  you,  as 
an  allured  entertainment,  when  our 
gardens,  ftripped  of  their  flowers, 
and  our  woods  of  their  leaves,  mall 
have  nothing  left  to  amufe  us.  The 
noblemen  of  Leyva  have  not  done 
things  by  halves,  but  provided  food 
for  the  mind,  as  well  as  for  the 
body/ 

Truly  rejoiced  at  this  piece  of  new|, 
I  followed  him  into  the  fourth  pavi- 
lion, which  p re  fen  ted  a  very  agreeable 
Icene  to  my  view.  I  beheld  a  cham- 
ber, which  from  that  hour  I  deftined 
to  be  my  apartment,  as  it  had  been 
Don  CseiiirV  The  bed  of  that  noble- 
man \vas  ili  11  there,  together  with  all 
the  retl  of  the  furniture  ;  that  is,  a 
tspellry  with  figures  repretcnting  t  he- 
rape  of  the  Sabinc  women.  From  this 
I  went  into  a  rlolet,  funoiimhd 
with  low  prefles  filled  with  books, 
over  which  appeared  the  } 
all  our  kings.  There  was  alto  hard  by 
a  window,  (i..;n  vlu.r,  -. 

j'.l  ueligluiul    cuuniiv.   and 


ebony  bureau   (landing  before  a  largff 
tupha,  covered  with  black  moroquin. 
.But  I  beftowed  my  chief  attention  up- 
on  the  library,  which   w;>s  computed 
of  philoibphy,   poetry,  hiftory,  and  :i 
great  number  of  romances  on  the  iub- 
je.51  of  knight-errantry.     I  concluded 
that  Don  Cwiar  loved  this  lad  kind  of 
writing,  fince  he  had  made  fuch  plen- 
tiful proviiion   of  it.     1  mutt  confefs, 
to  my  ihame,  that  I  was  no  lei's  pleat- 
ed  with   theie   productions,    notwith- 
tlanding  all   the  extravagancies   with 
which  they  are   interwoven  ;  whether 
it  was  owing  to  my  being  at  that  time 
no   very    confnlerate   reader,    or   that 
Spaniards    in    general    are   too   mucU 
captivated  by  the  marvellous.     I  will 
fay,    nevertheless,    that   I   took   more 
pKai'uie   in  fprightly  books  of  mora- 
lity ;    and  that  Lucian,  Horace,    and 
Eratinus,  became  my  favourite  authors. 
*  Friend/  faid  I   to  Scipio,  when  I 
had  furveyed  my  library,   l  here  is  a- 
mulement  indeed ;    but  our  prefent 
bufmefs   is  to  retrench  our    houfe- 
kee-ping/  —  f  I  will  fpare   you   that 
tatk/  anfwered  he.     «  During  your 
abience,  I  have  itudied  your  people, 
and  now  may  boaft  of  knowing  them 
perfectly  well.     Let   us    begin  witk 
Mailer  Joachim,  who,  I  believe,  is 
a  compleat  rogue,  and  I  don't  doubt 
that  he  was  turned  out  of  the  aich- 
biihop's  fervice  for  having  committed 
arithmetical  blunders  in  his  accounts. 
Neverthelefs,  we  nmil  keep  him  for 
tworeafonsj  the  firll  is,  becaufe  he 
is  a  good  cook}  and  the  fecond,  bc- 
caufe  I  (hall   always  h:iv^    an    eye 
over  him  :  1  will    be  a  fpy  upon  his 
aflions  i  and  he  mu-il  be  as  cunning 
as  the  devil  if  he  be  able  to  deceive 
me.     I  have  already  told  him,  that 
you  intend  to  difmifs  three-fourth* 
of  your  fervants  ;  a  piece  of  news 
that   gave  him   fume  pain  ;  and   he 
afiured  me,  that,  feeling  an  inclina- 
tion to  ferve  you,  he  would,  i 
than  leave   the  lioule,  be  contented 
with  the  half  of  hii  prclcnt  wages  ; 
a  circumilance  whic'n  makes  me  fu- 

that  there  is  fume  girl  ii 
village  from  whom  he  would  not 
willingly  remove.  As  for  the  cook,'* 
militant/  added  he,  '  he  is  a  drunk - 
aid;  and  the  porter  an  infolent  fel- 
low, for  whom  we  have  not  the  leaft 
occafion,  anynu>ict!;  rowl- 

..p  the  place  «>f 
«  this- 
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*  this  laft,  as  I  will  fliew  you  to-mor- 
row, fmce  we  have  plenty  of  fnlils, 
powder,  and  (hot.  With  regard  to 
the  lacquies,  there  is  one  of  them 
from  Arragon,  feemingly  a  good  lad, 
him  we  will  keep ;  the  reft  are  luch 
rogues,  that  I  would  not  advife  you 
to  retain  them,  even  if  you  wanted 
an  hundred  valets.' 
Having  maturely  deliberated  on  this 
affair,  we  refolved  to  keep  the  cook, 
fcullion,  Arragonian  footman,  and  rid 
•xnirfelves  honourably  of  the  reft.  This 
•was  executed  that  very  day,  by  means 
of  fome  piftoles,  which  Scipio  took 
from  the  ftrong-box,  and  divided  a- 
inong  them  by  my  order.  When  he 
had  made  this  reformation,  we  efta- 
blimed  a  certain  order  in  the  houfe, 
regulated  the  office  of  each  domeltick, 
and  began  to  live  at  our  own  cxpence. 
I  would  have  been  contented  with  a 
frugal  ordinary;  but  my  fecretary, 
who  loved  ragouts  and  dainties,  was 
not  the  man  to  leave  Mafter  Joachim's 
(kill  unemployed.  He  kept  him  fb 
well  at  work,  that  our  dinners  and 
fuppers  might  have  ferved  a  company 
of  Bernaidine  monks. 


CHAP.     VIII. 

THE    AMOURS     OF     GIL     BLAS    AND 
THE  FAIR  ANTONIA. 

TWO  days  after  my  return  from 
Valencia  to  Lirias,  Bafjl  the  la- 
bourer, my  farmer,  came  in  the  morn- 
ing to  afk  leave  to  prefent  Antonia  his 
daughter,  who,  he  faid,  wanted  to  have 
the  honour  of  faluting  her  new  matter. 
I  told  him,  that  it  would  give  me 
great  pleafure ;  upon  which  he  went 
out,  and  returned  icon  after  with  the 
fair  Antonia  :  I  think  I  may  give  that 
epithet  to  a  maid  of  lixtecn  or  eighteen 
years,  who,  with  the  moft  regular  fea- 
tures, poflefied  the  faireft  complexion 
and  fined  eyes  in  the  world.  Though 
flie  was  clad  in  a  ituffgown,  her  rich 
air,  majeftick  port  and  graces,  that  do 
not  always  accompany  youth,  dignifi- 
ed the  iimplicity  of  her  drefs.  She 
wore  no  cap  on  her  head,  her  hair  be- 
ing tied  up  behind  with  a  knot  of  flow- 
ers, in  the  manner  of  the  Lacedaemo- 
nian women.  When  fhe  entered  my 
chamber,  I  was  as  much  ftruck  with 
her  beauty  as  the  knights  of  Charle- 


maign's  court  with  the  charms  of  An- 
gelica. Inltead  of  receiving  Antonia 
with  eafe,  and  faying  kind  things  to 
her;  inftead  of  congratulating  the  fa- 
ther on  his  happineis  in  having  fuch  a 
charming  daughter,  I  itood  confound- 
ed, allonidied,  and  mute.  Scipio,  who 
perceived  my  di (order,  (poke  in  my 
room,  and  was  at  the  expence  of  thofe 
praiies  which  I  owed  to  that,  lovely 
creature.  As  for  her  part,  not  at  all 
dazzled  by  my  figure,  Jn  my  morning 
gown  and  cap,  (he  falwted  me  without 
any  concern,  and  made  me  a  compli- 
ment, which,  though  uncommon,  en- 
chanted my  afte&ion.  In  the  mean 
time,  while  my  fecretary,  Bafil  and 
his  daughter,  were  employed  in  mutual 
civilities,  I  recollected  myfelf;  and, 
to  make  amends  for  the  ftupid  filence 
I  had  hitherto  kept,  pafied  from  one 
extremity  to  another,  launched  out 
into  gallant  difcourfe,  a«d  fpoke  with 
fo  much  vivacity,  that  J  alarmed  Ba- 
il 1,  who,  looking  upon  me  already  as 
a  man  who  would  put  every  thing  in 
practice  to  feduce  Antonia,  went  out 
of  my  apartment  with  her  in  a  hurry, 
refolded,  perhaps,  to  withdraw  her  from 
my  eyes  for  ever. 

Scipio,  feeing  himfelf  alone  with 
me,  laid,  with  a  fmile,  «  Here  is  ano- 
ther refource  again  ft  the  tedious 
hours.  I  did  not  know  that  your 
farmer  had  fuch  a  handfome  daugh- 
ter, having  never  before  feen  her, 
though  I  have  been  twice  at  her  fa- 
ther's houfe:  he  mult  be  at  great 
pains  to  conceal  her  ;  and  I  commend 
his  care.  Egad,  fhe's  a  delicate 
morfel  !  But,'  added  he,  '  I  believe 
I  need  not  fay  fo  to  you,  who  were 
dazzled  by  her  at  firft  fight.1 — «  I 
don't  deny  it,1  aniwered  I.  «  Ah  ! 
nay  child,  I  thought  I  faw  a  celeftial 
fubftance.  She  inflamed  me  all  of 
a  fudden,  and  pierced  my  heart  with 
an  arrow  fwift  as  lightning.' 
*  I  am  raviflied,'  replied  my  fecre- 
aiy,  *  to  learn,  that  you  are  at  laft 
in  love.  You  wanted  a  miftreis  «o 
make  you  enjoy  perfect  happinefs  in 
yourfohtude.  Thank  Heaven  !  you 
have  now  all  forts  of  conveniences  ! 
I  know, 'continued  he,  'that  we  ihall 
have  fume  difficulty  in  deceiving  the 
vigilance  of  Balii ;  but  leave  that  to 
me  :  I  undertake,  in  three  days,  to 
procure  for  you  a  private  interview 
with  Antonia.' — *  Mr.  Scipio,'  fajd 
T  t  a  J,  «  per- 
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I,   '  perhaps  you  might  not  be  able  to 
keep  your  promiie;  but  that  is  not 
\vh:tt   J   am    curious  to  try.      I  have 
no  intention  to  tempt   the  virtue  of 
that  girl,  who  feems  to  deferve  that 
I   fhould   entertain   other  fciitimenfs 
of  her.     Wherefore,  fir  from  exacl- 
ing  of  your    zeal    that   you    mould 
affill  me  in  dishonouring  her,  I  am 
reiblved,    by    your    mediation,     to 
efpoufe  her,  provided  her  heart  is  not 
f-n^aged   to  another." — '   I    did   not 
expeft,'  faid   he,  '  to  fee   you   take 
fuch   a  fudden   refolution  to  marry. 
Many   country    gentlemen   in    your 
place  would  not  deal  fo  honourably  ; 
they  would  never  entertain  legitimate 
views  with  regard  to  Antonia,  until 
they  had  tried  others  to  no  purpofe. 
But,    however,*    added    he,    '  don't 
imagine  that   I   condemn  your  love, 
and  feek  to  difTuade  you  .from  your 
defign.     Your  farmer's  daughter  de- 
ferves  the  honour  you  intend  for  her, 
if  fhe  can  bellow  upon  you  a  heart 
unengaged,  and  fenlible  of  your  ge- 
nerofity.     This  I  muft   inform  my- 
ielf  of  to-day,  in  a  converfation  with 
the  father,  and  perhaps  with  herfelf.' 
My  confident,  who  was  a  punctual 
man  in  performing  his  promifes,  went 
privately  to  vifit  Baiil  j  and  in  the  even- 
ing came  to  me  in  my  clofet,  where  I 
waited   with  impatience  mingled  with 
fear.     Drawing  a  good  omen  from  his 
chearfuf  look,   '  If  I  may  believe,'  faid 
I,   '  that  fmile  on  thy  face,  then  comdt 
4   to  fjgnify,  that  I  mail  loon  enjoy  my 
«  wifh.' — '  Yes,  my  dear  matter,1  he 
replied  ;  '  every   thing  is  propitious  to 
'  you.       I    have    had    a    converlation 
«   with  Bafil  and  his  daughter,  to  whom 
4   I  declared  your  intention.     The  fa- 

*  thcr  is  overjoyed  to  hear  your  delign 

*  to  be  his  fun-in-law;   and  I  can  af- 
'  lure   you,   that  you   are   very   much 
«  to    Antonia's   tafce." — <O  Heaven!' 
cried  I,  in  a  tranfport  of  joy  ;  '  what! 
«  am  I  fo  happy  as  to  be  agreeable  to 
«  tint  lovely  creature  !' — '  Doubtlefs,' 
he  refumed.  '  She  already  loves  you.    I 
«  have    not,  indeed,  drawn  that  con- 
'  ftifion   from  her  mouth  ;  but  I  am 
'  convinced    of    her    p-'.fTjon,    by    fhe 
'   nniotv  fl.e  difcovered  when  fheunder- 
<  ftood    your    defign.       Neverthelefs,' 
added  hr,    '  you   have  a    rival."—'  A 
'  rival  !'    cried    I,     changing    colour. 
'  You  need  not  be  much  ahi  med,'  faid 
he  i   '  thut  rival  will  not  rob  you  of  the 


*  heart  ofyotli  miftrefs  ;  he  is  no  other 

*  than  Malter  Joachim  your  cook.'-— 

*  Ah!   the    hang-dog!1   (aid   I,   burlt- 
ing  into  a  fit  of  laughter  ;  *  this  was 
c   his  reafon  for  rtiewing  fucli  reluctance 

*  to    quit    my    fervice." — *  The 

*  fame,"  aniwered  Scipio.     '  He  fome 
'  days  ago  demanded  Antonia  in  mar- 
'  riage,  and  met  with  a  polite  refufHl.' 
— c  With    deference   to   thy  better  ad- 

*  vice,"   I  refumed,   '  mcthinks  it  will 

*  be    proper  to    rid    ourfelves    of  the 
'  rogue,   before  he  can  get  notice  that 
'  I    intend  to  marry  Bafil's  daughter; 
'  a  cook,  thou    knowt-lt,  is  a  dange- 
'   rous  rival/ — '  You  ;u-e  in  the  right,' 
replied  my  confident :   '  we  mult  clear 
'  the  houfe  of  him.     I   will  give  him 
'  his  leave  to-morrow  morning  before 
'  he   begins    to  work,  and    then    you 

*  fhall  have  nothing  to  fear  either  from 
'  his  fauces  or  his  love.     I  am  lorry, 

*  however,  to    lofe   fuch   an  excellent 
4  cook  ;   but   I    facrifice   my   palate  to 
'  your    fafety.'— -'  Thou    needelt   not 

*  regret  him  fo  much,"   faid   I ;  '  the 
'  lofs  is  not  irreparable  :   I  will  ftnd  to 

*  Valencia  for  a  cook  as  good  as  he.* 
And    indeed    I    wrote    immediately  to 
Don   Alphonfo,    that  I   had   occalion 
for  a  cook  j   and  the  very  next  day  he 
fent  one  who  confoled  Scipio  at  once. 

Although  the  zealous  lecretary  had 
told  me,  that  he  perceived  Antonia 
was  pleafed  in  her  heart  with  thecon- 
queft  which  fhe  had  made  of  her 
matter,  I  durft  not  depend  upon  his 
report,  beingapprehenfiveihat  he  might 
have  been  deceived  by  falie  appear- 
ances. To  be  more  fure  of  the  mat- 
ter, I  refolved  to  fpeak  in  perfon  to 
the  fair  Antonia  :  and,  repairing  to 
Bafil's  houfe,  confirmed  wl.it  my  am- 
baffador  had  told  him.  Tint  honeit 
peafant,  a  man  of  f  ranknefs  and  limpli- 
city,  having  heard  my  iieii<',n,  allured 
me,  that  he  would  beltow  his  ii 
ter  upon  me  with  the  utmolt  f;r 
tion  :  'But,'  added  he,  «  ilon't  think 
that  it  is  on  account  of  your  being 
lord  of  the  manor.  Were  you  Itill 
no  more  than  the  (teward  of  Don 
Casfar  and  Don  AlphonK),  I  would 
prefer  you  to  all  the  other  fuitors 
who  prefent  themfelves.  I  have  al- 
ways had  a  regard  for  you;  and 
what  gives  me  the  molt  conurn  is, 
that  A:itonia  cannot  biing  you  a 
large  fortune."—'  I  alk  nothing  with 
her,'  fiiid  I  j  'her  perfon  is  all  the 
«  wealth 


ADVENTURES    OF    GIL    BLAS.' 


*  wealth  to  which  I  afpire/ — c  Your 
'  moft humble  fervant!1  cried  he;  'that 

*  is  not  my  intention  :  I  am  not  fuch 

*  a  beggar,  as  to  marry  my  daughter 
'  in  that  manner.     Bafil  de    Bueno- 

*  trigo  is  in  a  condition,  thank  God, 
4  to  give  her  a  dowry  ;  and,  for  every 

*  dinner  you    beltow  upon    her,    me 
«  (hall    afford  a  fupper  to  you.     In  a 

*  word,  the  rent  of  your  eftate,  which 
«  is   but  five  hundred  ducats,  fhall  a- 

*  mount  to  a  thoufand  by  virtue  of  this 
'  marriage.' 

«  You" /hall  do  in  thatasyou  pleafe, 
'  my  dear  Bafil/  I  replied;  *  we  mall 

<  have  no  difputes  about  intereft:  and 

*  now   that  we    are  agreed,    the  fole 
'  bufinefs  is  to  obtain  the  confent  of 
'  your  daughter/ — *  You  have  mine,' 
faid  he  ;   '  and  that  is  enough/ — 'Not 

*  altogether,'  anfwered  I;    *  if  yours 
'   is  neceffary,  her's  is  fo  too/—'  Her's 

*  depends  upon  me,'  faid  he  :  '  I  would 

*  fain  fee  her  refufe!' — '  Antonia,'  I 
relumed,  '  fubmiffive  to  paternal  au- 

*  thority,  is  ready,  without  doubt,  to 
'  obey  you  implicitly  j    but   I    don't 
'  know  if  Ihe  can  do  it  upon  this  occa- 
'  lion  without  reluctance  j  and  if  Hie 
'  can't,  I   mould    never    be  con  (bled 

*  for  having  made  her  unhappy  j  in 
'  fhort,  it  is  not  enough  for  me  to  ob- 
'  tain    her    hand    of  you,  unlefs  her 
'  heart  goes  to  the  bargain/ — '  By'r 
'  lady!'  faid  Bafil;    'I   don't   under- 
'  Hand  all  this  philofophy  :  fpeak  your- 
'   felf  to  Antonia,  and  you  lhali  fee,  if 

*  I  am   not  miilaken,  that  (he  deiires 
c  no  better  than  to  be  your  wife/     So 
faying,  he  called   his   daughter,    and 
left  rne  alone  with  her  for  a  minute  or 
two. 

That  I  might  enjoy  the  precious 
opportunity,  I  came  to  the  point  at 
once.  '  Fair  Antonia,'  faid  I,  '  deter- 
'  mine  my  fate.  Although  I  have 
'  your  father's  confent,  don't  think 
'  that  I  intend  to  avail  myielf  of  it, 
'  in  doing  violence  to  your  inclination. 

*  Charming    as  it    is,  I  renounce  the 

*  polTeffion  of  you,  if  you  fay  that   I 
'  .mull  owe  it  to  your  obedience  only/ 
— '  That  is  what  I  will  not  fay,'  an- 
fwered  fhe  :   '  your  addrefles   are  too 
'  agreeable  to  give  me  pain  ;  and,  Jn- 
'  Head  of  murmuring,  I    approve   of 

*  my  father's  choice.     I  don't  know,* 
continued  flie,  <  whether  I  do  well  or 
'  ill  in  talking  thus:   but  if  you  was 

<  cli&greeable  to  me,  I  fhould  be  frank 
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'  enough  to  own  it ;  why  then  may  I 
'  not  fay  the  contrary  with  the  fame 
'  freedom  ?' 

At  thefe  words,  which  I  could  not 
bear  without  being  charmed,   I  kneel- 
ed before  Antonia ;  and,  in  the  excels 
of   my   joy,  feizing   one    of    her   fail- 
hands,  IciiTed  it  with  the  utmolt  ten- 
dernefs   and   paffion.     '  My  dear  An- 
tonia,' laid  I,  *  I  am  enchanted  with 
your  franknefs  :  continue  the  fame 
unconftrained  behaviour  j  and,  as  you 
fpeak  to  your  huiband,  difciofe  your 
whole  foul  to  his  view.     May  I  then, 
flatter  myfelf,  that  you  will  be  pleaf- 
ed    to   fee    your   fortune   joined    to 
mine?'      Bafil   coming    in    at    that 
inftant,  hindered  me  from  proceeding. 
Impatient  to  know  his  daughter's  an- 
fwer,  and  ready  to  grumble  had   me 
fhewn  theleaftaverfion  for  me,  'Well,* 
faid  he,  *  are  you  fatisfied  with  Anto- 
*  nia  ?' — f  I  am  fo  well  fatisfied  with 
1  her,'  anfwered  I,   ( that  I  will,   this 
'  very  moment,  go  and  make  prepa- 
'  rations  for  my  marriage.'     So  fay- 
ing, I  took  my  leave  of  the  father  and 
daughter,  to  go  and  confult  with  my 
fecretary  on  that  fubjecl. 


CHAP.     IX. 

THE  MANNER  IN  WHICH  THE  NUP- 
TIALS OF  GIL  BLAS  AND  THE 
FAIR  ANTONIA  WERE  CELE- 
BRATED J  AND  THE  REJOICINGS 
WITH  WHICH  THEY  WERE  AT- 
TENDED. ' 

\  LTHOUGH  I  was  under  no 
jLjL  neceifity  of  obtaining  the  per- 
million  of  the  noblemen  of  JLeyva,  Sci- 
pio  and  I  concluded,  that  we  could  not, 
in  honour,  omit  imparting  to  them  my 
defign  of  marrying  Balil's  daughter, 
and  of  afking  their  confent,  out  of 
good  manners. 

I  fet  out  immediately  for  Valencia, 
where  they  were  as  much  furprized  to 
fee  me  as  to  hear  the  caufe  of  my  jour- 
ney. Don  Caefar  and  his  fon  having feen 
Antonia  more  than  once,  congratulated 
me  on  my  choice.  Don  Caefar,  efpecial- 
ly,  complimented  me  upon  it  with  fuch 
vivacity,  that  if  I  had  not  believed  him 
to  be  a  man  quite  weaned  from  cer- 
tain amufements,  I  mould  have  fu- 
fpe£ted  that  he  had  gone  fometimes  to 
Lirias  to  fee  his  farmer's  daughter, 

rather 
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rather  than  to  vifit  his  own  houfe. 
Seraphina.  after  having  allured  me 
that  flie  would  always  hear  a  huge 
part  in  what  (houid  concern  me,  I'.iul 
flie  had  heard  a  very  good  character  of 
Antonia  :  «  But/  added  flic  with  a  fa- 
tiiical  look,  as  if  (he  reproached  me 
for  the  indiiFcrence  vvith  which  I  repaid 
Sephora's  palfion,  '  if  I  had  not  heard 
'  her  beauty  extolled,  I  fliould  depend 
'  upon  ycur  tafte,  the  delicacy  of 
'  which  I  know/ 

Don  Caefar  and  his  fon  not  only  ap- 
proved of  my  marriage,  but  declared 
that  they  would  defray  the  whole  ex- 
pence  of  it.  *  Go  back  to  Lirias,' 
(aid  they,  *  and  make  yourlelf  eai'y, 

*  until  you  hear  from  us.     Make  no 

*  preparation   for  your  nuptials,    but 
'  leave  that  to  our  care.'      In    com- 
pliance with  thei»  defire,  I  returned  to 

iiife,  and  making  Bafil  and  his 
daughter  acquainted  with  the  intention 
of  our  pMtrons,  we  waited  their  orders 
as  patiently  as  we  could.  During  eight 
clays,  however,  we  received  none:  but, 
to  make  amends,  on  the  ninth,  a  coach 
and  four  arrived  full  of  rnantua- 
makers,  and  rich  (tuffs  for  the  bride's 
cloaths,  and  efcorted  by  feveral  men  in 
livery  mounted  on  mules.  One  of 
them  brought  a  letter  for  me,  from 
Don  Alphonfo,  importing,  that  he 
would  be  at  Lirias  next  day,  with  his 
father  and  fpoufe,  and  that  the  cere- 
mony  of  my  marriage  fliould  be  cele- 
brated en  the  day  following  by  the 
Grand  Vicar  of  Valencia.  Accord- 
ingly Don  Ccefar,  his  fon,  and  Sera- 
phina, did  not  fail  to  come  with  that 

man,  all  four  together,  in  a 
coach  and  l:x,  preceded  by  another 
drawn  by  four,  in  which  were  Sera- 
phina'* women,  attended  by  the  go- 
vernor's guards. 

My  lady  governefs  was  fcarce  ar- 
rived, when  (he  exprefled  the  utmoft 
impatienre  fo  fee  Antonia,  who  on  her 
part,  no  looner  underrlood  that  Scra- 
phina  was  alighted,  than  ihe  ran  to  fa- 
Jtiie  her,  and  kiflfed  her  hand  with  fuch 
a  good  grace,  that  all  the  company  ad- 
inncd  her  politenefs.  '  Well,  Madam,'' 
faid  Don  Caefar  to  his  daughter-in- 
law,  •  what  do  you  think  of  Antonia  ? 
'  C'juld  Santillane  have  made  a  better 
«  choice?' — «  No,  indeed,'  replied  Sc- 
raphina;  '  they  are  worthy  of  each 
*  other;  and  1  don't  doubt  that  their 

D  will  be  perfectly  happy."     In 


(hort,  everyone  praifed  the  biidej  anjj 
if  (he  was  much  applauded  in  h.r 
country  garb,  every  body  was  charmed 
with  her  when  (lie  appeared  in  a  richer 
drefs.  Her  air  was  fo  noble,  and  her 
deportment  fo  eafy,  that  one  would 
have  thought  (lie  had  never  wore  any 
other. 

The  moment  being  arrived  in  which 
propitious  Hymen  was  to  join  my  fate 
to  her's,  Don  Alphonfo  taking  me  by 
the  hand,  led  me  to  the  altar,  while 
Seraphina  did  the  fame  honour  to  the 
bride.  In  this  order  wen  paired  to  the 
village-chapel,  where  the  vicar  attend- 
ed to  many  us;  and  that  ceremony 
was  performed  amidlt  the  acclamations 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Liria",  and  all  the 
rich  farmers  in  the  neighbourhoc  I, 
whom  Bafil  had  invited  to  Antonia's 
wedding,  with  their  daughters,  d reflect 
in  ribbands  and  (lowers,  holding  tabors 
in  their  hands.  We  then  returned  to 
my  houfe  j  where,  by  the  care  of  Sci- 
pio,  who  was  contriver  of  the  feart, 
we  found  three  tables  covered,  one  for 
the  noblemen,  another  for  their  at- 
tendants, and  the  third,  which  was  the 
larger},  for  the  red  of  the  guelts.  An- 
tonia fat  at  the  firlt,  by  defire  of  the 
lady  governefsj  I  did  the  honours 
of  the  fecond  ;  and  Balil  took  care  of 
the  third.  As  for  Scipio,  he  did  not 
fit,  but  went  from  one  table  to  another, 
employing  himfelf  in  ferving  and  iatif- 
fying  every  individual. 

As  the  entertainment  was  prepared 
by  the  governor's  cooks,  it  could  not 
fail  of  being  compleat  in  all  it's  parts. 
The  good  wines,  of  which  Ma (hr  Joa- 
chim had  made  ample  proviiion,  were 
drank  vvith  profufion  j  the  guelts  be- 
gan to  wax  warm,  and  mirth  and  jollity 
reigned,  when  we  were,  all  of  a  fud- 
den,  interrupted  by  an  incident  that 
alarmed  me.  My  fccretary  being  in 
the  hall,  where  I  fat  at  table  with  the 
principal  olHcers  of  Don  Alphonfo, 
and  Seraphina's  women,  fell  down 
upon  the  floor,  without  fenfe  or  mo- 
tion. I  ran  to  his  alfiftance,  and  while 
I  was  bulled  in  bringing  him  to  him- 
felf again,  one  ot  the  women  fainted 
away.  All  the  company  concluded, 
that  there  mult  be  (bine  myftcry  in  this 
double fwooning,  as  it  acliully  conceal- 
ed one,  which,  in  a  littlt-  tune,  was  ex- 
plained ;  for  foon  after  Scipio  recovered 
his  fpirits,and  faid  fofily  to  me,  *  Why 
'  mould  the  happielt  of  your  days  be 

«  fctie 
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e  the  moft  difagreeable  of  mine  !  It  is 

•  irapofliblefpronetoftan  hisdelliny/ 
added  he ;  '1  have  found  my  wife  in  the 

*  perlbn  of  one  of  Seraphina' s  maids.' 
«  What  do  I  hear!1  cried  I;   «  that 

«  is  not  pofiible!  what,  art  thou  the 
«  hulband  of  the  lady  who  was  taken 
'  iil  at  the  fame  time  with  thee?' — 
— «  Yes,  Sir/  he  replied,  «  I  am  her 
«  hufbandj  and  Fortune,  I  fwear, 
'  could  not  play  me  a  more  villainous 

<  trick  than  that  of  bringing  her  to  ruy 
«  view.' — '  I  don't  know,  my  friend,' 
faid  I,  '  what  reafon  thou  haft  to  com- 
«   plain   of   thy  wifej    bur,    whatever 
c  caufe  fhe  may  have  given  thee,  pray 
'  conftrain  thyfelf ;  if  thou  lovelt  me, 
'   do  not  difturb  this  entertainment  by 
'  fhewing    thy    refentment.' — '  You 

<  fliall  be  fatisfiedwith  my  behaviour,' 
replied   Scipio,  *  and  fee  whether  or 
'  not  I  can  diflemble.1 

So  faying,  he  went   up  to  his  wife, 
who,  by  the  affiftance  of  her  compa- 
nions,   was  alfo  recovered,   and  em- 
bracing her  with  the  appearance  of  as 
much  pallion  as  if  he  had  been  ravi (li- 
ed  to   fee  her  again  ;  *  Ah,  my  deal- 
Beatrice!'  faid  he,  «  Heaven  unites 
us  again,  after  ten  years  of  fepara- 
tion  :    O  happy  moment  for  me!' — 
I  don't   know,'  anfwered   his  wife, 
whether  or  not  you  feel  any  joy  in 
meeting  me  here  j  but  this  I  am  cer- 
tain of,  I  gave  you  no  juft  caufe  to 
leave  me.     What !    you   found   me 
one  night  with    Signior   Don    Fer- 
nando de  Leyva,  who  was    in   love 
with    my  miftrefs  Julia,    and  whole 
pafiion  I  aflilted  ;  and  you  took  it  in 
your  head,  that  I  liftened  to  him,  at 
the  expence  of  your  and  my  honour ; 
thereupon  jealoufy  turned  yourbrain, 
you  quitted  Toledo,   and  fled  from 
me  as  from  amonfter,  without  deign- 
ing  to    come   to    an    explanation  ! 
Which  of  us  two,  if  you  pleafe,  has 
the    mod    reafon    to    complain?' — 
You,    to    be   lure/    replied  Scipio. 
Yes,    doubtlefs/    faid  me.     «  Don 
Fernando,  foon  after  your  departure 
from   Toledo,   married  Julia,   with 
whom  I  ftayed  as  long  as  (he  lived  j 
and  fince  we  are  robbed  of  her,  by  an 
untimely  death,  I   have  been  in   the 
fervice  of  my  lady  her  fitter,  who,  as 
well  as  her  women,   can  anfwer  for 
the  purity  of  my  morals.* 
My  fecretary,   at  this  difcourfe,  the 
fallity  of  which  he  could  not  prove, 


behaved  as  becamehim.  c  Once  more,' 
faid  he  to  his  wife,  '  I  own  my  fault, 
1  and  afk  pardon  before  this  honourable 
'  aflTembly.'  Then  I,  interceding  for 
him,  begged  that  Beatrice  would  foi- 
get  what  was  pnlt;  alluring  her,  rh:u, 
tor  the  future,  her  hulband's  foie  ihidy 
fhould  be  to  give  her  faiisfaction.  She 
yielded  to  my  entreaty,  and  the  whole 
company  nnplauded  their  re-union  j 
for  the  better  celebration  of  which 
they  were  made  to  fit  by  one  another, 
their  health  was  toalted,  every  body 
complimented  them,  and  thefeait  feem- 
ed  to  have  been  made  rather  on  account 
of  their  reconciliation  than  of  my  nup- 
tials. 

The  third  table  was  the  firft  for- 
faken.  The  young  peafants  got  up  to 
dance  with  the  country  maids  j  who, 
by  the  noife  of  their  tabors,  foon 
brought  the  company  from  the  other 
rooms,  and  infpired  them  with  the  de- 
fire  of  following  their  example.  Every 
body  was  now  in  motion;  tiie  gover- 
nor's officers  began  to  dance  with  the 
attendants  of  my  lady  governel's ; 
the  noblemen  themielves  mingled  in 
the  diversion.  Don  Alphonfo  danced 
a  faraband  with  Seraphina.  Don  Crolar 
performed  with  Antonia,  who  came 
afterwards  and  took  me  out,  acquitting 
herfelf  very  well,  conii:lering  that  /he 
had  only  received  a  few  leflbns  in  the 
houle  ot  a  relation,  who  was  the  wife  of 
a  citizen  of  Albarazin.  As  for  me,  who 
had  learned  in  the  houfe  of  the  Mar- 
chionefs  of  Chaves,  theafleinbly  looked 
upon  me  as  a  great  dancer.  With 
regard  to  Beatrice  and  Scipio,  they 
preferred  a  private  conversation  to 
dancing,  and  gave  each  other  an  ac- 
count of  what  had  happened  to  them 
lince  their  parting  j  but  they  were  in- 
terrupted by  Seraphina,  who,  being 
informed  of  their  meeting,  lent  for 
them  to  exprefs  her  joy  at  their  recon- 
ciliation* *  My  children/  laid  Ihe, 
on  this  day  of  rejoicing,  it  is  an  ad- 
dition to  my  fatisfaclion,  to  fee  you 
reftored  to  each  other.  Friend  Sci- 
pio, I  give  you  back  your  Ipouie, 
and  proteit  to  you,  that  her  condu-5t 
has  always  been  irreproachable:  you 
may  live  here  happily  together  ;  am! 
you,  Beatrice,  attach  yourfelf  to 
Antonia,  and  be  as  much  devotfd  to 
her,  as  your  luilband  is  to  S'gnior 
de  Santilh.ne.'  S:ipio,  afte- 
could  no:  h'ef^lpokfn^'vpon  his  -.nts 
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as  another  Penelope,  ami  promifed  to 
treat  her  will)  all  imaginable  affection. 
The  young  pealants  and  then'  part- 
ners havinu  danced  ail  day,  retiied  to 
their  homes  ;  but  the  feltival  was  con- 
tinued at  the  cattle,  where  a  magnifi- 
cent flipper  was  prepared j  and  when 
Jr  was  time  to  go  to  it-it,  the  grand  vicar 
i  the  nuptial  bed  :  Seraphina  un- 
d  relied  the  bride,  and  the  noblemen 
of  .Leyva  did  me  the  fame  honour. 
What  was  merry  enough,  the  officers 
of  Don  Alphonfo,and  the  ladies  of  the 
governeiSjtook  in  their  heads  to  perform 
the  fame  ceremony  to  Beatrice  and 
Scipioj  \vho,  to  make  the  fcene  more 
comical,  very  gravely  allowed  them- 
felves  to  be  {tripped  and  put  to  bed. 


CHAP.     X. 

WHAT  FOLLOWED  THE  MARRIAGE 
OF  GIL  BLAS  AND  THE  FAIR 
ANTON  I  A.  THE  BEGINNING  OF 
SCIPIO'S  HISTORY. 

ON  the  very  next  day  after  my 
marriage,  the  lords  of  Leyva  re- 
turned to  Valencia,  after  having  given 
me  a  thoufand  new  marks  of  friend- 
ihip;  fo  that  my  fecretary  and  I  re- 
wiained  in  the  houie,  with  our  wives 
and  fervants  only. 

The  care  which  both  of  us  took  to 
pleaie  the  ladies  was  not  ineffectual :  in 
a  little  time,  I  infpired  my  wife  with  as 
much  love  for  me  as  I  had  for  her  j  and 
Scipio  made  his  fpoufe  forget  the  for- 
iows  which  he  had  made  her  fuffer. 
Beatrice,  who  had  a  pliant  obliging 
temper,  eafily  insinuated  herfelf  into 
the  favour,  and  gained  the  confidence 
ef  her  miiirtfs.  In  mort,  we  agreed, 
all  four,  to  admiration,  and  began  to 
enjoy  a  fitnation  worthy  of  envy.  All 
our  days  glided  away  in  the  molt  agree- 
able amufements.  Anton ia  was  na- 
turally grave,  but  Beatrice  and  I  were 
very  gay  j  and  had  we  been  otherwifi-, 
Scipio's  prefence  was  enough  to  keep 
off  melancholy.  He  was  an  incom- 
parable fellow  for  fociety,  one  o^  thofe 
comical  creatures  whole  appearance 
alooe  can  make  a  company  merry. 


One  day,  that  we  took  a  wlum  af- 
ter dinner  to  go  and  t  Ac-  a  lit- ft  a  in 
the  molt  agreeable  place  of  the  wood, 
my  fecretary  was  in  fuch  good-hu- 
mour, that  he  banifliul  all  defire  of 
(taping by  his  meriy  difcourfe.  '  Hold 
'  thy  tongue,  friend,'  laid  I  j  *  or  if 
'  thou  art  refolved  to  keep  us  from 
'  taking  our  nap,  entertain  us  with 

*  fome  llory  worthy  our  attention.' 

'  With  all  my  heart,  Sir,'  an- 
fwered  he;  <  flialll  recount  the  hiftoiy 

*  of   King  Pelagius*?' — «    I   would 
'  rather  hear  thy  own/  I  replied  ;  '  but 
4   that  Jsapleai'ure  thou  halt  not  thought 
'  proper  to  give  me,  fince  we  lived  to- 

*  gether,  nor  ever  will,  I  fuppofe.'— • 

*  And  what  is  the  reafon?'   laid  he. 

*  If   I  have  not  recounted  my   own 

*  hiftory,  it  was  becaufe  you  never  ex- 
'  prefled  the  leaft  defire  to  hear  it:   it 

*  is  not,  therefore,  my  fault  that  you 
s  are  ignorant  of  my  adventures  ;  and 

*  if  you  are  in  the  leaft  curious   to 
'*  know  them,   I  am  ready  to  fatisfy 

*  your  curiofity.'    Antonia,  Beatrice, 
and  I,  took  him  at  his  word,  and  dil- 
pofed  ourfelves  in  order  to  hear  his 
narration,    which   could  not  mils  of 
having  a  good  effect,  either  in  divert- 
ing, or  lulling  us  alleep. 

'  Had   it  depended  upon  me,'  fnid 
Scipio,  *  I  mould  have  been  the  fon 
of  fome  grandee,  or  knight  of  Al- 
cantara at  lealt  5  but  as  one  does  not 
chule  his  own  father,  you  mult  know 
that  mine  was  an   honed  foldier  of 
the    Holy    Brotherhood,    Tonibio 
Scipio    by    name.      While  he  was 
travelling  to  and  fro  on  the  high- 
way,   where  his  profefllon   obliged 
him  almoft  always  to  be,  he  met  by 
accident  one  day,  between  Cuen^a 
and  Toledo,  a  young  gypfey  whom 
he   thought    very    handfome.      She 
was  alone  on  foot,  and  carried  her 
whole  fortune  in  •  kind  of  knaplack 
on  her  back.    "  Which  way  d< 
'  go,       '  dear?11  faid  he  to  her,  foft- 
ening  nis  voice,  which  was  naturally 
rough.      "   Signior  C'avalicr,''  an- 
fwered  me,  "  1  am  going  to  Toledo, 
'  where  1  hope  to  gain  an  honeitlivt.- 
4  lihood,  in  fome  lhapc  or  other." — 
That  is  a  laudable  intention,"  he 


*    Prlagius  reigned  in  the  eighth  century,  ar  I  'i  to  the  Su- 

,  but  putting  himfclf'at  the  head  ,,t  ihc  Ciiriili-.u  ,  anJ  brin^  vi 
arms  agnijift  th:  Infidels,  whom  he  vancjjiflieJ, 
<.:  1.  -H  he  rcign^  -  ..u. 

*  wfurneJ, 
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*  refiimed,  "  and  I  don't  doubt  that 
"  you  have    more  ftrings    than  one 
*'  to    your    bow."" — "    Yes,     thank 
"  God,"  faid  fhe ;  "  I  have  more  ta- 
*(  lents  than  one;  I  can  compofe  po- 
"  matums  and  eflences  for  the  ladies  j 
*'  I  tell  fortunes  ;  turn  the  fieve  to  find 
«'  things  that  are  loft ;  and  fhew  all 
"  that  people  want  to  fee  in  a  glafs  or 
'*  mirror." 

«  Torribio,  concluding  that  fuch  a 

*  girl  would  be  a  very  advantageous 
'  match  for  him,  who  could  fcarce  live 
'  by  his  employment,  though  he  was 
'  very  dexterous  at  it,  offered  to  marry 
'  her  :  me  accepted  the  propofal,  and 
1  they  repaired   with  all  diligence  to 
'  Toledo,  where  they  were  wedded  j 
'  and  you  fee  in  me  the  worthy  fruit 

<  of  thefe  noble  nuptials.  They  fettled 
'  in  the  fuburbs,  where  my  mother 

*  began  to  fell  pomatums  and  effences  j 
'  but  that  trade  not  anfwering,    me 

<  became  fortune-teller.     It  was  then 

*  that  fhe  faw  the  crowns  and  piftoles 

*  fliower  upon  her  !  a  thoufand  dupes 

*  of  both  fexes  foon  raifed  the  repu- 

*  tation  of  Cofcolina,  which  was  the 

*  gipfey's  name.     Somebody  came  e- 

*  very  day,   to  beg  fhe  would  employ 

*  her  miniftry  for  him  :  fometimes  a 

<  needy  nephew,  who  wanted  to  know 

*  when  his  uncle,  whofe  fole  heir  he 
'  was,    would   fet  out  for  the  other 
«  world ;  and  fometimes  a  girl,  wifh- 
«  ing  to  know  if  a  certain  cavalier,  to 

*  whom  fhe  had  granted  the  favour  on 

*  promife  of  marriage,   would   keep 

*  his  word. 

'  Pleafe  to  obferve,  that  my  mother's 

*  predictions  were  always  favourable 

*  to  thofe  who  folicited  them  :  if  they 
'  proved   true,    good    and    well  j   but 
'  when  they  came  back  to  reproach 
'  her,   becaufe  the  contrary  of   what 

*  fhe  had  prophefied  came  to  pafs,  fhe 
€  anfwered  coldly,  that  they  muft  at- 

*  tribute  it  to  the  demon  j  who,  not- 
'  withftanding   the  force  of  the  con- 

*  jurations  that  fhe  employed  to  make 

*  him  reveal  what  would  happen,  was 
'  fometimes  fo  malicious  as  to  deceive 
«  her. 

*  When  my  mother*  for  the  honour 
'  of  her  profeilion,  thought  fhe  muft 

*  make  the  devil  appear  in  her  opera- 

*  tions,  Torribio  Scipio  always  afled 

*  that  part,  which  he  performed  per- 


fectly wellj  the  roughnefs  of  his 
voice,  and  uglinefs  of  his  face, 
giving  him  an  appearance  fuitable 
to  the  character  which  he  reprefent- 
ed.  Thofe  that  were  in  the  leaft  ti- 
morous, were  always  terrified  by  my 
father's  figure.  But  one  day,  un- 
fortunately, there  came  a  brutal 
fellow  of  a  captain  to  fee  the  devil, 
whom  he  ran  through  the  body. 
The  Holy  Office,  informed  of  the 
devil's  death,  fent  it's  officers  to  thfe 
houfe  of  Cofcolina,  whom  they  feiz- 
ed  with  all  her  effects  j  and  I,  who 
was  then  butfeven  years  old,  was  put 
into  the  hofpital  of  Los  Nixos*. 
There  were  in  that  houfe  charitable 
clergymen  j  who,  being  well  paid 
for  the  education  of  poor  orphans, 
were  at  the  trouble  of  teaching  them 
to  read  and  write.  They  looked 
upon  me  as  a  promifmg  child,  and 
on  that  account  diftinguifhed  me 
from  the  reft,  by  chufing  me  to  run; 
on  their  errands.  They  fent  me 
into  the  city  with  letters  and  mef- 
fagesj  and  I  made  the  refponfes  at 
mafs.  By  way  of  recompence;  they 
undertook  to  teach  me  the  Latin, 
tongue ;  but  they  behaved  fo  rudely, 
and  treated  me  with  fuch  rigour, 
notwithstanding  the  frrall  fervices  I 
did  them,  that,  being  no  longer  able 
to  bear  it,  I  ran  away  one  morning 
early  when  I  was  fent  out  on  an  er- 
rand} and,  far  from  returning  too 
the  hofpital,  quitted  Toledo  by  the 
fuburbs  that  lie  on  the  Seville  fide 
of  the  city.  Though  I  was  fcarce 
yet  nine  years  old,  I  felt  a  fenfible 
pleafure  in  being  free,  and  mafterbf 
my  own  actions.  I  was  without  mo- 
ney, and  without  food  j  but  what 
did  that  fignify  ?  I  had  no  lefTons  tb 
ftudy,  nor  themes  to  compofe.  After 
having  walked  about  two  hours,  my 
little  legs  began  to  refufe  their  fer- 
vice  :  I  had  never  before  made  fuch 
a  long  journey  j  and  I  found  myfelf 
obliged  to  halt,  and  give  them  fome 
reft.  I  fat  down  under  a  tree,  by 
the  fide  of  the  road  j  and  there,  for 
my  amufement,  took  my  rudiment* 
out  of  my  pocket,  and  read  it  in 
fport ;  then  remembering  the  ftripes 
and  floggings  which  it  had  made  me 
receive,  I  tore  out  the  leaves,  faying 
in  great  wrath,  "  Ah,  dog  of  a  book  I 


Orphans,  or  tath«r  boys. 
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.**  thou  fhalt  never  make  me  (Tied  tears 
"  again."  While  I  thus  glutted  my 
'  revenge,  ftrewing  tlu-  p  round  about 

*  me    with    declenlions   ami    conjuga- 
'   lions,    a   hermit   paliVd   by,   with   a 

*  white  beard,  large  fpe&aclcs,  and  a 
«  venerable  air.     He  came  up  to  me, 

*  and   we   examined  each    oilur  with 
'  great  eagernefs.    "  My  little  gentle- 
"  man,"  laid  he  fmiling,    "  we  fcem 

•"  to  look  at  one  another  with  great 
'*  attention  :  I  believe  it  would  nut  l>e 
tf  a  bad  fcheme  for  us  to  live  together 
"  in  my  hermitage,  which  is  not  two 
ft  hundred  yards  from  hence." — "  I  am 
"  your  humble  Servant!"  anfwered  I 

*  hattilyj    "  I  have  no  ambition  to  be 
<;  an    hermit."    .The  good   old  man 
'  laughed  at  this  reply ;  and  embracing 
'   me,  faid,   "   Don't  be  {Tightened  at 
"   my  dn-l's,  my  ion  ;   though  it  is  not 
"  agreeable,  itisufefuij  it  makes  me 
"  lord  of  a  charming  retreat,  and  of 
"  the  neighbouring  villages ;  the  in- 
"   habitants  of  which  love,  or  rather 
"  idolize  me.    Come  along  with  me," 
'  added  he,  "and  I  will  give  you  a  jacket 
<c  like  this  that  I  wear.     If  you  chufe 
"  it,  you  (hall  ihare  with  me  thefwtevs 
<(  of  my  retired  life  ;  and  if  you  don't 
tl  like   it  upon  trial,    you    mall    not 
'*  only  be  a;  liberty  to  leave  me,  but 
"  you  may  be  a!ib  afTured,  that  I  will 
<c  not  fail  of  giving  you  a  gratification 
**  at  parting.''     I  fu fTered  my felf  to  be 
'  perfuaded,  and  followed  the  old  heiv 
'  mit,  who  afked  me  feveral  queftionsjj 
'  to  which  [anfwered  with  an  ingenuity 
'  which  I  have  not   always  prelejved 
•*  in   the  feqnel.     When  we  came  to 

*  the  hermitage,  he  prefented  to  me 

*  fome  fruit,  wnich  I  devoured,  having 

*  eaten   nothing  the  whole  day  but  a 
'  inorfcl  of  dry  bread,  on  which  I  had 
'  breakfafted  in  the   morning  at  the 
'  hofpital.     The  anchorite,  feeing  me 
'  make    i'uch  good    ufe  of   my  jaws, 

*  faid,    "  Courage,  my  child  ;   don't 
«<  fpare  the  fruit  j   I  have  ample  pro- 
"  vifion  of  it,  thank  God,  and  I  did  not 
ff  bring  thee  hither  to  let  thee  ftarve." 
'  This   was  indeed  very  true;  for  in 
'  lefs  than  an  hour  after  our  arrival,  he 
<  lighted  a  fire,  fpitted  a  legof  mutton  ; 
'  and,  while  I  turned  the /pit,  covered 
'  a  fmall  table  with  a  very  dirty  nap- 

*  kinj   upon  which  he  laid  two  plates, 
.*  one  for  himfelf,  and  the  other  for 
«   m*-. 

'  When  the  mutton  was  ready,  he 


took  it  off  the  fpit,  and  cut  fom* 
flices  for  our  fupper,  which  was  not 
a  dry  meal ;  for  we  drank  excellent 
wine,  of  which  alfo  he  had  got  ftore. 
Well,  my  chicken,"  faid  he,  when 
we   had  done  eating,  "  art  thou  fa- 
tisfied  with  my  ordinary!      This  is 
the  manner  in  which  thou  flialt  bo 
treated  every  day,  if  thou  lived  with 
me.     Btfidcs,  thou   malt  do  what 
thou  pic  a  felt  in  -this  hermitage.  All 
that  I  tx;ift  of  thee  is,  to  accompa- 
ny me  when  I  go  a  begging  through 
the  neighbouring  villages,  and  lead 
an  nfs  with  two  panniers,  which  the 
charitable  peafants  ufually  fill  with 
es^gs,   bread,  flefli,  and  fifli.     Tiiis 
is  all  I  require  of  thee."  —  "  I  will 
do  every  thing  you  defire,"  I  repli- 
ed, "  provided  you  don't  oblige  me 
(  to  learn  Latin."     Brother  Chryfof- 
tom,    (that   was    the    old   hermit's 
name)  could  not   help  laughing   at 
my  fimplicity  j  andaffured  me  anew, 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  force  my 
inclination. 

<  We  went  a  begging  the  very  next 
day  with  the  afs,  which  I  led  by  the 
halter,  and  reaped  a  plentiful  bar- 
veft  ;  every  peaiant  being  glad  of  aa 
opportunity  to  put  fomething  in  our 
panniers  :  one  threw  in  a  whole  loaf  j, 
another,  a  lar^e  piece  of  bacon  :  a 
third,  a  partridge;  in  fhort,  we 
brought  home  victuals  enough  for 
eight  days  ;  a  circumftance  that  de- 
notes the  great  friendship  and  elteem 
that  the  country  people  had  for  the 
hermit.  It  is  true,  he  was  of 
ufe  to  them,  in  giving  them  his  ad- 
vice when  they  came  to  confult  him, 
in  re-cftabliming  peace  in  families 
where  difcord  reigned,  in  marrying 
their  daughters,  in  furni thing  them 
with  remedies  for  a  thoufand  forts 
ofdifcafes,  and  in  teaching  prayer* 
proper  for  barren  women  whowifh- 
ed  to  have  children. 
'  By  what  I  have  laid,  you  fee  that 
I  was  well  fed  in  my  hermitage  ;  I 
was  as  well  accommodated  in  .point 
of  fleeping:  Ih  etched  upon  good  fu-ni 
draw,  with  a  cufhion  of  coarfe  cloth 
under  my  head,  and  a  coverin 
the  fame  "fluff  over  my  body,  I  made 
but  one  nap,  which  laftcd  all  night 
Brother  Chryfoftom,  who  had 
promifed  to  give  me  a  hermit's  garb, 
made  one  for  me  from  dn  o\d  robe 
that  he  ufed  to  wear,  and  called  me 
<  litti* 
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little  Brother  Scipio.  As  foon  as  I 
appeared  in  the  villages,  in  that  re- 
gular  habit,  I  was  thought  fo  hand- 
Ibme,  that  the  afs  was  better  loaded 
than  formerly  :  the  bufinefs  was, 
who  mould  give  moft  to  the  little 
brother,  with  whole  figure  they  were 
fo  well  pleafed. 

1  Theeafy  idle  life  which  I  led  with 
the  old  hermit,  could  not  be  difa- 
greeable  to  a  boy  of  my  age  :  accord  - 
mgly,  I  liked  it  fo  well,  that  I 
mould  have  continued  there  (till,  if 
the  Fates  had  not  fpun  for  me  days 
of  a  very  different  kind  ;  but  the 
deftiny  which  I  was  bound  to  fulfil, 
icon  detached  me  from  idlenefs,  and 
made  me  -quit  Brother  Chryfoftom, 
as  you  mall  hear.  I  frequently  per-  ' 
ceived  the  old  man  at  work  upon 
the  cufliion  that  ferved  him  for  a 
pillow  ;  he  did  nothing  but  few  and 
unfew  it  5  and  I  obferved,  one  day, 
that  he  put  money  into  it-  This  re- 
mark  was  attended  by  a  curiofity 
which  I  propofed  to  gratify  the  very 
firft  journey  he  mould  take  to  To- 
Jedo,  whither  he  was  wont  to  go 
cuvce  a  week.  I  waited  impatiently 
for  the  day,  without  having  as  yet 
any  other  defign  than  cf  Satisfying 
my  curiofity.  At  length  the  old  man 
fct  out,  and  I  ripped  up  his  pillow, 
where  I  found  among  the  wool  with' 
which  it  was  filled,  the  value  of  a- 
bout  fifty  crowns  in  different  forts 
of  coin. 

4  This  treafure,  in  all  probability,' 
was  the  gratitude  of  the  country  peo- 
pie,  whom  the  hermit  had  cured  by 
his  remedies,  and  of  the  women  who 
had  been  blefled  with  children,  by 
virtue  of  his  prayers.  Be  this  as  it 
will,  I  no  fooner  faw  that  it  was 
money  which  I  could  appropriate 
to  myfelf  with  impunity,  than  my 
^Egyptian  difpofition  prevailed.  I 
was  feized  with  a  clefire  of  ftealing 
it,  which  can  be  attributed  to  no- 
thing  but  the  force  of  that  blood 
which  circulated  in  my  veins.  I 
yielded  to  the  temptation  without  re- 
finance,  fecured  the  money  in  a  kind 
of  bag  where  we  kept  our  combs  and 
night-caps  j  then  quitting  my  her- 
mil's  habit,  and  refuming  that  of 
an  orphan,  I  ran  away  from  the  her- 
mitage,  believing  that  I  carried  off 
in  my  bag  the  whole  riches  of  the 
Jndies. 


4  You  have  heard  my  beginning,* 
continued  Scipio;  4  and  I  don't  doubt 
4  that  you  expeft  a  tr;;in  of  facls  of 
4  the  fame  nature  :  your  expectation 
4  will  not  be  deceived  ;  I  have  m.iny 
4  other  fuch  exploits  to  recount  before 
4  I  come  to  my  laudable  actions  ;  but 
4  I  will  come  to  them  at  hit ;  and  you 
4  will  fee,  by  my  narration,  that  a 
4  rogue  may  very  well  turn  an  honeft 
4  man. 

4  Child   as   I  was,  I  was  not  fool 
4   enough    to   return    to  Toledo ;   that 
4  would  have  been  expofing  me  to  the 
4  chance  of  meeting  Brother  Chrylbf- 
4  torn,  who  would  have  made  me  re- 
4  ftore  my  treafure  in  a  very  dil'agree- 
4  able   manner:     I    followed   another 
4  road,    which    conducted   me  to  the 
4  village  of  Galves,  where  I  flopped  ' 
4  at  an  inn,  the  landlady  of  which  was 
4  a  widow  of  forty,  who  h:id  all  the 
4  qualities   requilite   .for   turning    the 
4  penny.    This  woman  no  foorter  caft 
4 'her  eyes  upon  me,   thun  judging,  by 
4  my  drefs,  that  I  was  a  fugitive  from 
4  the  Orphan  Hoipitul,  me  afked  who 
4  I  was,  and  whither  I  went.     I   an- 
1  fwered,  that  having  loll  both  father 
4  and  mother,  I  wanted  to  go  to  fer- 
4  vice.     4<  Child,"    faid   (he-,  «  canflr 
4£  thou  read?"     I  a  (lured  her,  that  I 
4"both  read  and  wrote  to  admiration. 
4  Indeed,    I  could    form   my    letters, 
4  and  join  them  in  fuch  a  manner  as" 
4  fomewhat  refembled    writing;    and 
4  that  is  enough  for  the  occafions  of  a 
4  village-tavern.   44  I  take  thee  into  my ' 
44  fervice,"  faid  the  landlady  j   44  thou 
44  fhalt  not  be  altogether  uielefs,  but 
44  fhalt    keep  an    account  of  all    my 
44  debts  active  and  paffive.   I  will  give' 
44  thee- no  wages,"  adcfed  file  ;  4<  be-' 
44  •cauie'  the  good  company  that  comek 
44   here,  never  forget  the  fervants  ;  lb" 
44  that   thou  mayelt  depend   upon  re-  * 
44   ceiving  good  petquiliies." 

4  I  accepted  the  proposal,  reserving' 
4  to  myfelf,   as  you  may  well  bv 
4  the  right  of  changing  the  air,  a 
4  as  my  ftay  at  Galves  fhuuld  become 
4  difagreeable.      Wh<  n    I    funnel   nvy- 
4  felf  engagetl  •  5^    the   fervice  of  this 
4   inn,  I    became   very  unealy    in  'my' 
4  mind  :  I  did  not  deiire  to  be  thought 
4  a  monied-man  ^  and  was  very  ;mxi-" 
4  ous  to  know  where  I  ihodid  conceal' 
4  my  hoard,  fo   that   it  fliould  be  le- 
4  cux-s  from  every  ilra^ger's   hand.     I' 
f  did  not  as  yet  know  the  houfe  well 
U  u  z  4  enough 
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*  enough  to  truft  to  thofe  places  which 

*  fremed    molt    proper    to    fecure    it. 

*  With  what  perplexity  are  riches  at- 
4  tended  !    J  dttei mined,  however,  to 
4  [in  my  bag  in  a  corner  of  our  corn- 
'  Ion  where  there  was  ftraw  ;  and  be- 
f  living  it  inoie  fafe  there  than  in  any 

*  other  place,  made  rnylVlf  as  eafy  as 
4  poflihle.     There  were  three  fervants 

*  in  this  houi'c;  a  fat  hoftler,  a  young 
'  maid  of  Galicia,  and  my  I'd  f:  each 
4  of  us  drew   as   much    as    we  could 
'  from  the  travellers  that  halted,  whe- 

*  thcr  they  came  on  horfe-back  or  a- 

*  foot.  I  commonly  caught  fome  halt- 

*  pence  of  thefe  gentlemen,    when  I 

*  brought  in  the  bill  :  they  gave  fome- 

*  thing  alto  to  the  holtler,  for  taking 
'  care  of  their  beafts  ;  but  as   for  the 

*  Galician,  who    was  the  idol  of  all 
4  the  carriers  that  parted,  me  got  as 
4  many  crowns  as  we  did   farthings. 

*  Every  penny  th,at  I  received,  I  car- 

*  ried  to   increafe  my  treafure  in  the 
4  corn- loft  j  and  the  morel  faw  my 

*  wealth  increafe,  the  more  did  I  feel 
f  my    little    heart    attached    to   it  :  I 

*  fometime?  kitted  the  fpecie,  and  con- 

*  templated  the  different  pieces  with  a 

*  degree  of  rapture  which  none  but 

*  mifets  can  conceive. 

'  Thfs  affo-clion  for  my  treafure  ob- 

*  liged  me    to  go    and   viilt  it  thirty 

*  times   a   clay  :   I  frequently  met  the 
'  landlady  upon  the  ftair  ;  and  fhe  be- 

*  ing   naturally   diftruftful,    was   cu- 
'  rious,    one  day,    to  know  what  it 
'  was  that  could  bring  me  every  mo- 

*  ment  to  the  corn-loft.  Thither  there - 
4  fore '  (he  went,  and   fearched   every 
4  corner,  imagining  that  I,  perhaps, 
4  concealed   in   that  place  fome  things 
4  which  I  had  ftolein  the  houfe.     She 

*  did   not   forg-Jt   to   remove  the  ftraw 
4  that  covered  my  bag,  which  having 
4  found,    (he  opened    it  §    and    feeing 
4  crowns  and  piftoles  appear,  believed, 
4  or  pretended   to  believe,   that  I   had 
4  tfoie  them  from  her.     She  fcized  the 
4   fum    total  accordingly  :   then,  call- 
4  ing     me    little   wretch,    and     little 

*  rafcal,  ordered  the  holtfer,  who  was 
4  entirely  devoted  to  her  will,  to  give 

*  me   fifty   good  ladies,  which,  when 
4  I  had   received,  fhe  turned  me  out 
fc  of  doors,    laying,    that   ihe    would 
4  fuffer  no  knave  to  live  in  her  houfe. 

*  In   vain  did   I  prcteft  that  I  had  not 
f  robbed  the  landlady  :  fhs  majntaiii- 


'  ed   the  contrary ;  and  of  cmirfe  hey 

*  word  was  believed  rather  than  mine. 

*  Thus  Brother  ChryfoftorrTs  money 

*  parted  from  one  thief  to  another. 

«  I  lamented  the  lofs  of  my  money 

*  as   a   man  mourns   the  death  of  an 
'  only  child  j  and  though  my  tears  did 

*  not  retrieve  what  I  had  loft,  at  leaft 

*  they  (xcited  the  companion  of  fome 
'  people    who   faw   them    med  j    and, 

*  among  others,  of  the  Curate  of  Gal- 

*  vcs,  who  was  parting  by  chance.  He 

*  feemed    moved   at    my   melancholy 

*  condition,  and  carried  me  along  with 
'  him    to   the  parlbnage;    where,    in 
'  order  to  gain  my  confidence,  or  ra- 
'  ther  to  pump  me,  he  began  by  pity- 
'  ing  my  fituation.      *'  How  much,'* 
*•  hid  he,  <fdoes  this  poor  child  deferv^ 
tf  companion!     It  is  not  furprifing  if, 
**  abandoned  to  himfelf  in  i'uch  a  ten- 
"  der  age,    he  has  committed  a  bad 
«'  aclion.     Moft  men  find  it  difficult 
"  to    live   honeft  through   the  whole 
"  courfe  of  their  lives."  Thenaddrefs- 
'  ing  himfelf  to  me,  "  My  fon,"  ndd- 

*  ed  he,  "  from  what  part  of  Spain  do 
"  you  come,  and  who  are  your  pi- 
"  rents  ?     You  feem    to  be   of  fome 
"  good  family.  Tell  me  ingenuoufly, 
"  and  be  affured  that  I  will  not  aban- 
"  don  you.1' 

*  The  curate,  by  this  politick  and 
'  charitable  dilcourfe,  engaged  me  in- 

*  fenfibly  to  diicoverall  my  affairs  with 
«  gieat  fmcerity.     I    made   a   generaj 
'  confellion.       After  which    he    laid, 
"  Friend,  though  it  does  not  become 
"  hermits  to   hoard    up    money,  that 
"  does  not  lefftn  your  crime  j   in  rob- 
44  bing  Brother  Chryibftom,  you  have 
"  tranfgrtrlttl   th.u   article  of  the  de- 
"  caiogue    which  forbids    theft :    but 
"  I'll  oblige  the  landlady  to  reltore  the 
"  money,  which    I   will    fend   to   the 
'«  hermit  j    fo    that    your    confcience 
'*  may   be  eafy  on  that  Icore."     But 

*  this,  I    fwear,  was   the  lealt  of  my 
1  untafmefs.     The  curate,  who  had  a 
1  defign  of  his  own,  did  not  Itop  there  : 
"  My    child,"1    f;ml   he,    "I    intcrelt 
"   mj  felt  in  your  behalf,  and  will  pro- 
"  cine  a  good  place  for  you.     I  will 
"   to-morrow  (end  you   by  a  carrier  to 
*'   my  nephew,  who  is  a  canon  of  the 
"  cathedral  of  Toledo;  he  will  not  re- 
"   fuic,  at  my  requeft,  to  receive  you 
"  into  the  number  of  his  lacquies,  who 
"  live  plentifully,  like  ib  many  incum- 

"  bents, 
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ff  bents,  on  the  revenue  of  his  pre- 
"  bend  :  you  will  be  perfectly  well 
"  fituated,  I  can  a  flu  re  you." 

'  I    was  fo  much  confoled  by  this 

*  aflurance,  that  I   no  longer  thought 

*  of  the  bag  nor   the  Itripes  which  I 
'  had  received,  my  mind  being  wholly 

*  poflerted   with  the  pleafure  of  living 
Mike  an  incumbent.    Next  day,  while 
'  I  was  at  breakfait,  a  carrier  came  to 

*  the  parfonage,  according  to  the  cu- 
'  rate's  orders,  with  two  mules  bridled 
'  and  faddled.     I   was  helped   up  on 

*  the  one,  the  carrier  mounted  on  the 
'  other,  and  we   fet  out  for  Toledo. 
^  My  fellow-traveller  was  a  fellow  of 
'  humour,  who   liked  nothing  better 
'  than  to  make  himlelf  merry  at  ano- 
'  ther's  expence.    "  My  little  junior,'* 
?  faid   he,  "  you  have  a  good  friend 
**  in  the  Curate  of  Galves  ;  he  could 
"  not  give  you  a  better  proof  of  his 
"  affection  than  that  of  recommending 
f*  you  to  the  fervice  of  his  nephew  the 
"  canon,  whom  I  have  the  honour  to 
"  know,  and  who  is,  without  contra- 
c<  diction,  the  pearl  of  the  whole  chap- 
"  ter.     He  is  none  of  thofe  devotees 
"  whofe  pale  and  meagre  faces  preach 
"  up  mortification.     He  has  a  capa- 
"  cious  countenance,  a  rofy  complex- 
"  ion,  a  merry  look,  is  a  jovial  foul 
"  who  enjoys  the  prefent  hour,  and 
"  in    particular    loves    good    chear. 
'*  You  will  live  in  his  houfe  like  a 
"  prince." 

*  The  rogue  of  a  carrier,  perceiving 
'  that  I  liftened  with  great  fatisfaclion, 
«  continued  to  extol  the  happineis  I 
'  mould  enjoy  in  the  canon's  fervice  5 
'  and  did  not  leave  off  fpeaking  until 
'  we  arrived  at  the  village  of  Obifa, 

*  where  we  ftopped  a  little  to  bait  our 
'  mules.     The  carrier,  while  he  walk- 

*  ed  about  in  the  inn,  let  fall  by  ac- 
'  cident,  out  of  his   pocket,  a  paper 
'  which  I  was  cunning  enough  to  pick 

*  up     without    being  obferved,     and 

*  which  I  found  means  to  read  while 

*  he  was  in  the  rtable.    It  was  a  letter 
«  directed  to  the  priefts  of  the  Orphan 
«  Hofpital,    and    conceived    in   thefe 

*  terms. 

"    GENTLEMEN, 

?'  T  Thought  I  was  bound  In  charity 

JL  "  to  fend  back  to  you  a   little 

?'  knave,  who  is  a  runaway  from  your 

f f  hofptial.     He  does  not  feein  to  want 


"  capacity,  but  dcferves  to  be  careful-. 
"  ly  mewed  up;  and  I  hope  that,  by 
*'  proper  corre&ion.  he  will  in  time 
"  do  well.  That  God  may  piefervf 
"  your  pious  and  charitable  worships, 
"  is  the  prayer  of 

"  The  CURATE  of  GALVES." 

e  When  I  had  read  this  letter,  which, 
'  informed  me  of  the  curate's  good  m- 
'  tention,  I  did  not  long  hefitate.  To, 

*  leave  the  inn,  and  gain  the  banks  of 
'  the  Tagus,  which  was  more  than  a 

*  league  from  thence,  was  the  work  of 
'  a  moment.     Fear  lent  me  wings  to 

*  fly  from  the  priest's  of  the   Orphan 
e  Hofpital,  to  whom   I   would    by  no 
'  means  return,  fo  much  was  I  difguft- 

*  ed  with  their  manner  of  teaching  the 

*  Latin  tongue.     I  entered  Toledo  as 
'  gayly  as  if  I  had  known  where  to 
'  board.     True,  it  is  a  city  of  bene- 

*  diction,  in   which  a  man  of  genius, 
'  reduced  to  rhe  neceflity  of  living  at 
'  his  neighbour's  expence,  cannot  die 
'  of  hunger.     Scarce  had  I  arrived  in 
'  the  market-place,  when  a  well-drefT- 
s  ed  cavalier,  whom  I  pafTed,  laid  ho!4 
'  of  my  arm,  and  faid,  *' Hark'e,  ray 
*'  boy,  will  you  ferve  me?     I  mould 
"  be  glad   to  have  fuch  a  lacquey  as 
«  you." — "  And  I  mould  be  glad," 
'  anfwered  I,  "to  have  fuch  a  mailer 
**  as  you." — "  If  that  be   the  cafe," 
'  he  refumed,  *'  thou    art  mine  from 
"  this  moment.     Follow  me."     Thi* 

*  I  diil,  without  making  any   farther 
«  reply.^ 

(  This  cavalier,  who  might  be  a- 
'  bout  thirty  years  of  age,  and  \va$ 
«  called  Don  Abel,  lodged  in  a  houle 
'  where  he  poflefled  a  very  handfome 
'  apartment.  He  was  by  profefllon  a, 
'  gamefter,  and  we  lived  together  in 
'  this  manner:  in  the  morning,  I  cut 
'  as  much  tobacco  for  him  as  would 
'  fill  five  or  iix  pipes,  bruflied  his 
«  cloaths,  and  went  for  the  barber  tp 
'  (have  him  and  drefs  his  whilkeis. 
'  After  which  he  went  out,  and  made 
'  a  tour  among  the  tennis-courts, 
'  from  whence  he  returned  about 
'  eleven  or  twelve  o'clock  at  night. 
'  But  each  morning  before  he  went 

*  out,  he  gave  me  three  royals  for  my 
'  day's  expence,  leaving  me  at  liberty 
'  to  do  what  I  pleafed  until  ten  o'clocip 
'  at  night.     He  was  very  well  fatisfiecl 

*  with  me,  provided  he   found  me  at 

f  home 
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home  when  he  returned.  He  order- 
ed a  doublet  and  hofe  of"  livery  to  be 
made  tor  me,  lb  that  I  looked  like 
the  page  of  a  lady  of  the  town.  I 
was  very  well  fatibfied  with  my 
place,  and  certainly  I  could  not 
have  found  one  more  agreeable  to 
my  humour. 

*  I  had  led  this  happy  life  almoft  a. 
whole  month,  when  my  mailer  afk- 
ed  if  I  was  pleafcd  with  his  beha- 
viour,    lanfwered,  that  I  could  not 
be  more  fo.     "  Well  then,"  he  re- 
fumcd,  "  we  mall  fet  out  to-mor- 
'*  row  for  Seville,  whither  my  affairs 
"  call  me.     Thou  wilt  not  beforry  to 
"  fee  that  capital  of  Andalufia: 

"  He  that  hath  not  Seville  feen, 
*'  (faith  the  proverb) 

"  Is  no  traveller,  I  ween." 


'  I  D  flu  red  him,  that  I  was  ready  to 
follow  him  whitherfoever  he  fliould 
go.  That  very  day,  the  Seville  car- 
rier came  to  his  lodging,  to  fetch  a 
large  cofftr  that  contained  all  his 
moveables ;  and  in  the  morning  we 
fet  out  for  Andalufia. 
*  Signior  Don  Abel  was  fo  lucky  at 
play,  that  he  never  loft,  except  when 
he  chofe  to  lofe.  This  talent  often 
obliged  him  to  change  his  place  of 
habitation,  that  he  might  avoid  the 
refentment  of  dupes;  and  this  was 
thecnufe  of  our  prefent  journey.  Be- 
ing arrived  at  Seville,  we  took  lodg- 
ings near  the  gate  of  Cordova,  and 
began  to  live  as  we  had  lived  at  To- 
ledo :  but  my  mafter  found  a  diffe- 
rence between  thefe  two  cities.  In 
the  tennis-courts  of  Seville  he  met 
with  gamelters  who  played  as  fuc- 
cefstully  as  he  j  fo  that  he  came 
home  fometimes  very  much  out  of 
humour.  One  morning,  being  cha- 
grined at  the  lofs  of  one  hundred 
piflolcSj  which  he  ventured  the  pre- 
ceding day,  he  afked  why  1  had  not 
caniul  his  dirty  linen  to  a  woman 
whom  he  employed  to  wafh  and  per- 
fume it.  I  anfwered,  that  I  had  for- 
got. Upon  which,  falling  into  a  pnf- 
fion,  he  gave  me  half  a  dozen  boxes 
on  the  face,  fo  rudely,  that  he  made 
me  fee  more  candles  than  ever  burnt 
in  Solomon's  temple.  "  There,  lit- 
tle wretch,  "laid  he  j  "  there  is  fome- 
1  thing  to  make  you  mind  your  buii- 
'  ntls.  Mutt  i  be  always  at  your 


"  tail,  to  tell  you  what  you  have  t» 
"  do  ?  why  ;:re  you  not  as  ready  to 
"  work  as  to  tat  ?  are  you  fuch  a  beart 
"  as  to  be  incapable  of  anticipating 
"  my  orders  and  occafions  !'*  So  fay- 

*  ing,  he  went  out  of  his  apartment, 

*  leaving  me  very  much  mortified  at 

*  the    blows    I  had  received  for  fuch 

*  a  flight  fault.     I  don't  know  what 
'  adventure  happened  to  him  foon  af- 
'  lei  in  the  tennis-court,  butoneeven- 

*  ing  he  came  home  very  much  heated, 
'  and  faid,  *'  Scipio,  I  nm  refolved  to 
"  go  to  Italy,  and  mtift  embark  the 
'*  day     after    to-morrow,    in    a    fhip 
lt  bound  for  Genoa.     1  have  my  own 
'*  reafons  for  making  that  voyage:  wilt 
"  thou  not   accompany  me,  and    lay 
."  hold  of  fuch  a  fair  occafion  to  fee 
"  the   moft  delightful  country  in  the 
'*  world?"     I   faid   I   would}   but  at 
'  the  fame  time  purpofcd  to  disappear 
'  juft    when  he  intended  to  embark. 

*  I  thought  I  would  revenge  myfelf  of 
'  him   in  this  manner  j  and  was  very 
'  well  pleafed  with  the  fcheme,  which 
'  I  could  not  help  imparting  to  a  pro- 

*  frffed  bravo  whom  I  met  in  the  ftreet: 

*  fur,  fince   my  arrival   at  Seville,    I 
f  had  contracted   fome  bad    acquain- 
'  tanccs,    and    this   in    particular.     I 
'  told    him  in   what   mannr)    and   for 
'  what  I  had  been  buffeted,  then  com- 
'  municated  my  defjgn  of  leaving  Don 
«  Abel  when   he  JfHobld  be  juft  ready 
'  to  go  on  board,  and  afked  Ins  opinion 
'  of  my  rdblution. 

*  The  br:*vo  frowned  while  he  lifl- 
'  ened  to  me,   and  twirled  the  curls 

*  of  his  muftr.chio  ;  then,  blaming  my 
4  mafter  with  an  air  of  gravity,  "  Little 
<f  gentleman,'    laid    he,     "   you    aic 
"  difhonoured  for  ever,  if  you  reftrift 
'*  yourfelf  to    that  frivolous   revenge 
"  which  you  have  hatched.     It  is  not 
*c  enough  to  let  Don  Abel  depart  by 
"  himlelf  j   that  wo;i!d  not  be  punifli- 
"  ment   fufficient.     Tl-e  chaitifement 
"  mull  be  prcporiione'l  to  the  injury. 
"  Let  us  therefore  carry  off  his  goods 
"  and  money,  which  we  will  (hare  like 
"  brothers   after  he  is   iM>»je."      Al- 

*  though   I  was  natuiaily  inclined  to 
'  thieving,  I  was  frightened  at  the  pro- 
'  pol'ul  of  fuch  an  ihi|)oi  t.int  robbery. 
'    Nrverthelefs,    the    arch    logue    who 
1  made  it,  did  not  fail  to  peiluade  me 
'  to  it;  and  you  m.tll  hear  the  fuccels 
'  of  our  enterprize.      Thehiavo,  who 
'   was  a  big  ftrong  fellow,  came  to  our 

<  loda- 
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next  day  in    the  twilight, 
«  when  I  fhewcd    him    tha  cotfer    in 

*  which  my  matter  had  already  fecured 

<  his   effecls,    and  afked   if  he   could 
f  carry    inch    a   weight.      "    Such   a 
"  weight !"  laid  he  -t  "  know,  that  when 
"  thetulinefs  is  to  carry  off  the  goods 
"  of  another,  I  can  lift  Noah's  ark." 

<  So  faying,  he  flung  the  coffer  on  his 
'  moulders  with  eafe,  and  went  down 
f  ftairs  with  it  upon  tip-tees.     I  fol- 
«  lowed  him  with  fome  caution,  and 

*  we  were  juft  going  out  at  the  ftreet- 

<  door  when   Don  Abel,  brought  thi- 

*  ther  fo  feafonably  by  his  good  genius, 
'  appeared  all  of  a  fudden. 

"  Where  art  thou  going  with  the 
"  coffer  ?"  faid  he.  I  was  fo  con- 
«  founded,  that  I  ftood  filentj  and  the 

*  bravo,    feeing    the    affair    mifgive, 

*  threw  down  his   load,  and  betook 

*  himfelf  to  flight,  in  order  to  avoid 
«  explanations.      "  Where  art   thou 
««'  going  with   the  coffer!"    faid   my 

*  m after  a  fecond  time.     "  Sir,"  an- 

*  fwered  I,  more  dead  than  alive,  "  I 
"  am  going  to  carry  it  on  board  the 
"  fhip  in  which  you  are  to  embark  to- 
"  morrow   for    Italy." — "  Ha  !"    he 
'  replied,   "  doft  thou  know  in  what 
««  fhip  I  intend  to  fail?" — "  No,  Sir," 

*  faid  Ij  "  but  I  have  a  tongue  in  my 
*{  head  ;  and  I  mould  have  enquired 
"  at    the  harbour,    where    fomebody 
«'  would  have  certainly  told  me."   At 

*  this  my  anfwer,  which  he  fufpecled, 

*  he  darted  fuch  a  furious  look  at  me, 
'  that  I  was  afraid  of  a  fecond  beating. 
*c  Who  ordered  you,"  cried  he,  "  to 
"  bring  my  coffer  out  of  the  houfe  ?" 
— "  Youyourfelf,"  faid  I.     «  Don't 
"  you  remember  how  you  upbraided 
"  me  fome  days  ago  ?  Did  not  you  fay, 
<c  while  you  beat  me,  that  you  ex- 
"  peeled  I  would  prevent  your  orders, 
tl  and  do  what  was   proper  for  your 
ft  fervice  of  my  own  accord?  Now  it 
"  was  in  confequence  of  this  direction 
*'  that  I  employed  one  to  carry  your 
"  coffer  to  the  fhip."     The  gamefter 

*  obferving  that  I  was  more  mifchie- 

*  vous   than    he   imagined,    difmiffed 

*  me    immediately ;    faying,  with    aji 

*  air  of  indifference,  "  Go,  Mr.  Sci- 
*f  pio ;  and  Heaven  be  your  guide.    I 
"  don't  chufe  to  play  with  people  that 
«  have  fometimes  a  card  too    many, 
*'  fometimes  one  too  few.     Get  out  of 
"  my  fight,"  added  he,  in  another  tone, 
*'  lelt  I  make  you  fmg  without  your 


"  gamut."     I  f:ived  him  the  trouble 
'  of  repeating  his  command,  and  £ot 

*  off  in  a  twinkling;  being  woundily 
'  afraid  that  he  would  ftrip  me  of  my 
'  cloaths,   wliich   however  he  luckily 
«  fpared.     I  walked   along  the    (treet, 

*  confidering  where  I  could  lie,  with, 

*  my  two  royals,  which  continued  my 
f  whole   flock.     I  arrived   at  the  gate 
'  of  the  archbifhop's  palace;  and,  as 

*  his  grace's  fupper  was  then  drefling, 

*  an  agreeable  favour  iffued  from  the 

*  kitchen,   and  diffufed  itfelf  a  whole 
f  league  around.    "  Zooks!"  Aiid  I  tw 
'  myfelf,  "  I  mould  like  to  difpatck 
"  one  of  thofe  ragouts  which  falute  my 
"  nofe.     I  mould  even  be  contented 
"  with  an  opportunity  of  dipping  my 
<f  four  fingers  and  thumb  in  it.  What, 
<c  can't  I    fall  upon   fome  method  oif 
"  tailing  thofe  dainties  that  fmell  fo 
"  agreeably!   the  thing  does  not  feera 
"  impoffibie."  I  whetted  my  imagina- 

*  tion   accordingly ;   and,    by  dint  of 
'  mufins:,    hatched   a   trick,  which    I 

*  immediately    put  in    practice,    and 
'  which    fucceeded    to    my  wiih.      I 
c  entered  the  court  of  the  palace,  and 
'  running  towards  the  kitchen,  cried 
'  as  loud  as  I  could,  "  Help!  help!" 
'  as  if  I  had  been   purfued  by  iome 
1  afl^iTin. 

'  At  my  repeated  cries,  Mr.  Diego, 

*  the  archbifhop's  cock,  with  two  or 
'  three  fcullions,  came  running  oxit  to 
'  know  the  caufe;  and,  feeing  nobody 
'  but   me,  afked  why  I  made  fuch  a 
«  nolle.    "  Ah,  Sir!"  faid  I,  pretend- 

*  ing  to  be  frightened  almoll  out  of  my 
'  wits,  "  for  thelove  of  St.  Polycarp,! 
tl  pray,  fave  me  from  the  fury  of  a  bravo 
"  that  wants  to  kill  me!" — "  Where 
tf  is  this  bravo  ?"  cried  Diego  ;  *'  you 
*'  are  quite  alone,  without  fo  much  as 
"  a  cat  at  your  heels.     Go,  my  child, 
C£  lay  afide  your  fear.     It  was  proba- 
tl  bly  fomebody  that  wanted  to  terrify 
€l  you   for  his  diverlion,  and  who  did 
**  well  not  to  follow  you  into  tins  pa- 
"  lace ;  for,  if  he  had,  we  fliould  have 
"  cutoff  his  ears." — "  No,  no,"  faui 

*  I  to  the  cook;   tc  he  did  not  puri'iui 
"  me  for  his  diverfion.    He  is  a  big  |!U 
ft  looking  fellow,  who  intends  to  ilnp 
"  me,  and  waits  hard  by  in  the  flreet 
"  to  catch  me  as  I  go  out." — "  He 
<f  mall  wait  a  long  time  then, "   he  ie- 
'  plied:   "  for  you  ihall  ftay  here  til! 
<£  to-morrow,    and  wa'r.J  for   neither 
<f  fupper  nor  bed." 

*  I  wa« 
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*  I  was  tranfported  with  joy  when 
«  I  heard    tliele  words  j  and  it  was  a 
'  ravifhing  fight  to  me,  when,  being 

*  conduced  into   the  kitchen  by  Mr. 
'  Diego,  I  beheld  the  preparation  for 

*  his  grace's  tapper.    I  reckoned  fifteen 
'   perlons    at  work,  but    I   could   not 
'  number    the  dimes   that    I    law,  fo 

*  careful  Providence  had   been  in  be- 
4  half  of  the  archbifhop.     It  was  then 

*  that,  foiling  upon  the  (teams  of  the 

*  ragouts  which   I  had  only   fmelled 
4  afar  off  before,  I  became  acquainted 
4  with  fenfuality.     I  had  the  honour 

*  to  fup  and  fleep  with   the  fcullions, 

*  whole  friendship  I  gained  to  thatde- 

*  gree,  that,  next  day,  when  I  went  to 

*  thank  Mr.  Diego  for  the  alylum  he 

*  had  ib  generoufly  afforded,  he  faid, 
*'  Our  kitchen  lads  tell  me,  they  would 
'*  be  glad  to  have  you  for  a  comrade, 
"  they  like    your    humour   fo  well  j 
"  would  you  chufe  to  be  their  compa- 
4t  nion  ?"  I  anlwered,  that  if  I  enjoyed 

*  that  piece  of  good  fortune,  I  fhoUld 
«  think  myfelf  perfectly  happy.     "  If 
*4  that  be  the  caie,  my  friend,1'  faid  he, 
"  look  upon  yourfelf  from  this  mo- 
*c  ment  as  an  officer  of  the  palace."  So 
c  faying,  he  went  and  prelented  me  to 

*  the  major-domo,  who,  on  account  of 

*  my  fprightly  look,  judged  me  worthy 

*  to  be  received  among  the  turnfpits. 

*  I  was  no  fooner  in  pofTeflion  of  this 
'  honourable  employment,  than  Mr. 
4  Diego,  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
'  cooks  in  great  families,  who  private- 
«  ly  fend  victuals   to  their  millrefles, 
'  chole  me  to  carry  to  a  certain  Jady  in 

*  the  neighbourhood   fometimes  loins 
4  of  veal,  and  fometimes  fowl  orveni- 
'  fon.     This  good  lady  was  a  widow 
'  fcarce  turned  of  thirty,  very  hand- 

*  fome,   very  fmart,    and,    to  all   ap- 
'  pearance,    not  over   faithful  to  her 

*  cook,   who  not  only  furnifhed   her 
'  with  victuals,  bread,  fugar,  and  oil, 
'  but  alfo  provided  her  in  good  wine, 

*  all  at  the  expence  of  the  archbifhop. 

*  I  was  effectually  improved  in  the 
'  palace  of  his  grace,  where  I  played  a 
'  very  pleafant  prank,    which  is  ftill 

*  fpoken  of  at  Seville.    The  pages  and 
'  ibme  other  domeliicks,  in  order  to 

*  celebrate    their  mailer's  biith-day, 

*  took   it  in   their  heads  to  represent 

*  a  comedy.     They  chofe  that  of  the 
'  ftenavides*  \  and  as  they  had  occa- 


fion  for  a  boy  of  my  age,  to  play  the 
part  of  the  young  King  of  Leon,  the/ 
call  their  eyes  upon  me.  The  major- 
domo,  who  piqued  himfelf  upon  his 
talent  of  declamation,  undertook  to 
inlhuft  me  ;  and,  after  he  had  given 
me  a  few  leffons,  allured  them,  that  I 
would  not  be  the  worft  aclor  in  the 
play.  As  our  mailer  was  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  entertainment,  no  colt 
was  fpared  to  render  it  magnificent, 
A  theatre  was  built  in  the  largeft  hall 
in  the  palace,  and  decorated  with  great 
tafte.  There  was  a  bed  of  turf  made  in 
the  back  fcene,  on  which  I  was  to  ap- 
pear afleep,  and  the  Moors  fall  upon 
me  to  make  me  prifoner.  When  the 
aclors  were  perfect  in  their  parts,  the 
archbifhop  fixed  the  day  for  the  re- 
prefentation,  and  did  not  fail  to  in- 
vite the  moll  conliderable  noblemen 
and  ladies  of  the  city  to  come  and  fee 
it.  The  day  being  come,  each  afior 
was  bufied  with  his  drefs.  As  for 
mine,  it  was  brought  to  me  by  a  taylor, 
accompanied  by  our  major-domo  j 
who,  having  been  at  the  trouble  of 
teaching  me  my  part,  was  alfo  plealed 
to  fuperintend  my  drefs.  The  taylor 
cloathed  me  with  a  rich  velvet  robe> 
trimmed  with  gold  lace  and  buttons, 
and  hanging  fleeves  adorned  with 
fringe  of  the  fame  metal  j  and  the 
major-domo  himfelf  placed  upon  my 
head  a  crown  of  paper,  powdered 
with  a  quantity  of  fine  pearls,  inter- 
mixed with  falle  ftones.  Betides, 
they  girded  me  with  a  fafh  of  pink- 
coloured  filk,  wrought  with  filk 
flowersj  and  every  thing  they  faid  to 
me  feemcd  to  lend  me  wings  to  run  a- 
way  with  the  plunder.  At  length,  the 
play  began  about  twilight.  I  open- 
eel  the  fccne,  by  pronouncing  fome 
verfes,  importing,  that,  being  unable 
to  keep  myfelf  awake,  I  was  going 
to  abandon  myfelf  to  (lumber  j  at 
the  fame  time  I  withdrew,  and  lay 
down  on  the  bed  of  turf  which  h.id 
been  prepared  for  mej  but,  iniK-ad 
of  falling  afleep,  I  began  to  conlider 
how  I  could  get  into  the  ftreet,  and 
efcapewith  my  royal  robes.  A  little 
private  ft.iir,  that  led  down  under  the 
theatre  into  the  hall,  leemed  proper 
for  the  execution  of  my  dcfign.  J 
accordingly  got  up  nimbly,  and 
feeing  that  nobody  took  notice  of 
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*  me,    flipped  down  that  ftair,  which 
«  conduced  me  into  the  hall,  the  <Joor 
«  of  which  I  gained,  crying,  "  Room, 
"  room  !    I  am   going  to  change  my 
«•'   drefs."     Every  one  made  way  for 
'  me;  fo  that,  in  lefs  than  two  minutes, 

*  I  got  out  of  the  palace  with  impuni- 

*  ty,  and,  by  favour  of  the  night,  re- 
'  paired  to  the  houfe  of  a  bravo  of  my 
'  acquaintance. 

'  He  was  perfectly  aftonifhed  to  fee 
c  me  in  that  garb;  and,  when  I  im- 
'  parted  the  affair,  he  laughed  until  he 
'  was  ready  to  burft;  then  embracing 
«  me  with  lb  much  the  more  joy  as  he 

*  flattered   himfelf  with  the   hopes  of. 
'  maring   the   fpoils  of   the  King  of 
<  Leon,  he  congratulated  me  on  having 
'  performed   fuch  a  fine  ftroke ;    and 
«  told  me,  that,  if  I  went  on  at  that 
'  rate,  my  genius  would  one  day  make 

*  a  great  noife  in  the  world.  After  we 

*  had  fufficiently  madeourfelves  merry, 
t{  What    (hall   we  do  with    this  rich 
"  drefs  ?"  faid  I  to  the  bravo  ;  who  an- 
'  fwered,  "  Give  yourfelf  no  trouble  on 
<{  that  fcore.  I  know  an  honeft  broker, 
«c  who,   without  expreffing    the   Jeaft 
<c  curiofity,  buys  every  thing  that  is 
"  brought  to  him,  provided  he  likes  the 
"  bargain;  to-morrow  morning  I  will 
«'  go  and  bring  him  hither."  In  effecl, 
'  the  bravo  went  out  next  day  early, 

*  leaving  me  a-bed  in  his  room,  and 

*  in  two  hours  returned  with  the  bro- 
'  ker,  who  carried  a  yellow  bag  under 
'  his  arm.     "  Friend,"  faid  he  tome, 
"  this  is  Signior  Ybagnez  de  Segovia, 
"  who,   in   fpite  of  the  bad  example 

*  mewn  by  his  brethren  of  the  trade, 
*£  deals  with  the  molt  fcrupulous  inte- 
**  grity.     He  will   tell   you   to  a  far- 
"  thing  the  value  of  this  drefs  that  you 
"  want  to  part  with,  and  you  may  de- 
<f  pend  upon  his  estimation." — •*  Yes, 
«'  certainly,"  faid    the    broker.     "  1 
"  mull  be  a  wretch  indeed,  if  I  prized 
"  a  thing  under  the  true  value.    That 
({  is  a  crime  with  which  I  was  never 
"  taxed,  thank  God;  and  no  man  ftiall 
•«  ever  lay  it  to  the  charge  of  Ybagnez 
"  dc  Segovia.     Let  us  fee  the  goods 
"  you  want  to  fell,  and   I  will   con- 
"  fcientioufly  tell  you  what  they  are 
"  worth." — "  Here  they  are,"   faid 

*  the   bravo,    (hewing   them  j    <{   and 
".  you  mull  allow  that  nothing  can  be 
.**  more  magnificent :  obferve  the  beau- 
"  ty  of  that  Genoa  velvet,    and   the 
"  richnefs  of  the   trimming."—11  I 
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"  am  quite  charmed  with  it,"  replied 
'  the  broker,  after  he  had  viewed  it 
'  attentively;  "  nothing  can  be  finer." 
— et  And  what  do  you  think  of  the 
"  pearls  of  this  crown?"  relumed  my 
'  friend.  "  If  they  were  more  round,'* 
'  faid  Ybagnez,  "  they  would  be  in- 
"  eftimable:  however,  fuch  as  they 
"  are,  I  think  them  very  pretty,  and 
"  like  them  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the 
"  drefs.  I  fmcerely  own  it,"  conti- 
'  nued  he,  "  another  rogue  of  a  broker 
"  in  my  place  would  pretend  todefpife 
"  the  merchandize,  that  he  might  have 
"  it  cheap,  and  would  not  be  afhamed 
"  of  offering  twenty  piftoles  for  it ;  but 
"  I,  who  have  fome  confcience,  will 
*'  give  forty." 

«  If  Ybagnez  had  faid  a  hundred, 
'  he  would  not  then  have  been  a  juft 
'  appraifer;  fince  the  pearls  alone  were 
'  well  worth  two  hundred  crowns. 

*  The  bravo,  who  had  a  fellow-feeling 

*  with  him,  faid   to  me,    *'  You  fee 
"  how  fortunate  you  are    in  falling 
"  into  the  hands  of  an   honeft   man. 
"  Signior  Ybagnez  prizes  every  thing 
11  as  if  he  was  upon   his  death-bed.'* 
— "  That's   true,"  faid  the   broker  j 
ff  and  therefore  I  never  rife  or  fall  a 
"  farthing  in  my  price.    Well,"  add- 
«  ed  he,    "  is   it  a  bargain  ?    Shall  I 
<c  count  out   the  money  to  you?"— 
"  Stay, "replied  the  bravo;  "my  friend 
"  mult   try  on   tliis   fuit  of  cloaths, 
'*  which  I  defi red  you   to   bring  him.' 
"  I  am  miftaken  if  they  won't  fit  him 
"  exaclly."     Then  ihe  broker,  unty- 
'  ing  his  bundle,  (hewed  me  a  doublet 
'  and  hofe,  of  a  very  good  dark-colour- 

*  ed  cloth,   with  lilver    buttons;    the 
'  whole  feemingly  half  worn.     I  got 
'   up  to  ti  y  this  drefs  ;   which,  though, 

*  both  too  long  and  too  wide,  appear- 
4  ed  to  thofe  gentlemen   to  have  been 

*  made  on  purpofe  for  me.     Ybagnez 
'  rated  it  at  ten   piftoles;  and,  as   he 
«  never  abated   one  farthing  of  what 

*  he  aficed,  we  were  obliged  to  comply 

*  with    his    valuation.       So    he    took 
f  thirty  piftolts  out  of  his  purfe,  'and 

*  fpread  them  upon  the  table ;    after 

*  which    he   made   another  bundle  of 

*  my  crown  and  royal  robes,  which  he 
e  carried  off  accordingly. 

1  When  he  was  gone,  the  bravo 
'_  laid,  "  I  am  very  well  fatisried  with 
"  this  broker."  And  good  realbn  he 

*  had  to  be  fo  ;    fo*-,  I  am  Cure,  he  gave 

*  him  one  hundred   piitolss,  at  kail, 

Xx  *  by 
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'   by  way  of  gratification.     But  he  was 
'  not  contented  with  that  fum  :  he  took, 

*  without  ceremony,   the  half  of  the 

*  money  that  lay  on  the  table,  leaving 
'  the  other  half  to  me,  and   faying, 
"  My  dear  Scipio,   with  thefe   fifteen 
"  piftolesthnt  remain,  I  advife  you  to 

quit  this  city  forthwith  ;  for  you 
may  be  allured  that  the  archbifliop 
will  give  orders  to  fearch  for  you 
every  where.  I  mould  be  extremely 
"  mortified  if,  after  having  fignalized 
ourfelf  by  an  aftion  which  will  do 
onour  to  your  hiftory,  you  fliould 
'*  fooliflily  fufFer  yourfelf  to  be  ap- 
t(  prehended.'"  I  anfwered,  that  I 

*  was  fully  refolved  to   leave  Seville} 
c  and,  in  effeft,  after  having  bought  a 
'  hat  and  fome  fhirts,  I  gained  the  valt 

*  and  delightful  plain  that  ftretches, 
c  among  vines  and  olives,  to  the  an- 

*  cient    city  of  Carmona,    and  three 
'  days  after  arrived  at  Cordova*. 

'  I  lodged  at  an  inn  as  you  enter 

*  the  great  fquare  where  the  merchants 

*  livej  and  gave  myfelf  out  for  the  fon 

*  of  a  good  family  at  Toledo,   who 

*  travelled   for   my  pleafure.     I  was 
'  well  enough  cloathed  to  make  people 

*  believe  this  ftory  ;  and  the  landlord 

*  was  finally  convinced  by  the  fight  of 

*  fome  piftoles,  which  I  let  him  fee  as 
'  if  by  chance.  It  is  probable,  indeed, 

*  that  my  tender  years  made  him  be- 

*  Jieve  I  was  fome  little  libertine  who 
c  had  run  away  from  his  parents,  after 

*  having  robbed  them.     Be  this  as  it 

*  will,  he  did  not  feem  curious  to  know 
'  more  than  what  I  told   him  of  the 

*  matter;    being,     in    all    likelihood, 

*  afraid  that  his  curiofity  might  make 
'  me  change  my  lodging.      For  iix 
"  royals  a-day  I  lived  very  well  in  this 

*  inn,  which  was  frequented  by  a  good 

*  deal  of  company,  there  being  at  fup- 

*  per  in  the  evening  no  lefs  than  twelve 

*  people  at  one  table.      It  was  very 
'  diverting   to   fee    every   one  eating 
'  without  fpeaking  a  fyllable,  except 

*  one  man,   who,   talking  inceflantly, 
'  at  random,  compenfated  for  the  fi- 


*  lence  of  the  reft  by  His  impertinent 
'  prating.     He  affecled  the  wit,  told 
'  itories,  and  endeavoured,  by  quaint 
'  fayings,  to  entertain  the  company  j 

*  who,    from   time  to   time,  laughed 
«  heartily,  though  not  fo  much  at  the 

*  biightnefs  of  his  fallies  as  at  his  ri- 
'  diculous  behaviour. 

«  As  for  my  part,  I  paid  fo  little  at- 

*  tention  to  the  difcourfeof  this  origi- 
'  ml,  that   I  fliould  have  rifen  from 
'  fupper  without  being  able  to  give 

*  any   account  of  what  he  faid,  had 
'  he  not  found  means  to  intereft  me 
'  in  his  converfation.  "Gentlemen/* 
«  faid  he,  towards  the  end  of  our  meal, 
"  I  have  kept  for  the  defert  a  moft 
"  diverting  ftory :  an  adventure  that 
"  befel,  a  few  days  ago,  at  the  palace 
"  of  the   Archbifliop    of  Seville.     I 
"  had  it  from  a  batchelor  of  my  ac- 
"  quaintance,  who  told  me,  that  he 
"  was    prefent   wh'n    it   happened." 

*  Thefe  words  difcompofed  me  a  good 
'  deal  ;  I  did  not  doubt  that  it  was 
'  my  adventure  which  he  intended  to 
'  recount;  and  I  was   not  miftaken. 
'  This  perfon  gave  a  faithful  detail  of 
'  it,  and  even  informed  me  of  what  I 
'  did  not  know,  that  is,  what  hap- 
'  pened  in   the  hall  after  my  depar- 
'  ture  ;  and  this  you  fliali  hear. 

'  Scarce  had  I  betook  myfelf  to 
'  flight,  when  the  Moors,  who,  ac- 
'  cording  to  the  performance  which 
«  was  reprefented,  were  to  carry  me 
'  off,  appeared  upon  the  ftage,  with  a 
'  defign  of  furprizing  me  on  the  bed  of 
'  turf,  where  they  thought  I  was  afleepj 
'  but  when  they  went  to  feize  the  King 
'  of  Leon,  they  were  very  much  alto- 
'  nifhed  to  find  neither  king  nor  knave. 
'  The  play  was  immediately  inter- 
1  rupted  :  all  the  actors  were  perplex - 
'  ed  ;  fome  called  me,  others  fearched 
<  for  me  j  one  hallooed,  and  another 
'  curfed  me.  The  archbifhop,  per- 
'  ceiving  the  trouble  and  confufion 

*  that  reigned  behind  the  icenes,  afk- 
'  ed  what  was  the  matter.     A  page, 
'  who  acled  the  Graciofo  of  the  piece, 


*  Cordua,  anciently  CorJuba,  Colonia  Patricia,  a  royal,  large,  and  fine  city  of  Spain, 
the  capital  of  a  little  kingdom  of  it's  own  name  in  Anj.iluha.  It  is  fituated  on  the 
Cuadalquiver,  at  the  foot  of  a  high  mountain,  a  branch,  or' the  Sierra  Morena  :•  it  is  the 
fee  of  a  bifnop,  under  the  Archbiftop  of  Toledo;  the  roof  of  the  cathedral  is  fupported  by- 
three  hundred  and  fixty-five  pillars  of  different  fpecics  of  m;irblc,  and  was  a  Turkish 
mofque  in  the  time  of  the  Saracens.  It  contains  about  fourteen  thoufand  families,  has 
aa  univerfity,  and  •  good  trade  in  wine,  lilk,  and  Cordovan  leather.  It  lie*  feventy-fbur 
mile*  north-eatt  of  bcvilic. 

*  hearing 
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«  hearing  the  prelate's  voice,  came  out, 
«  and  faicl  to  his  grace,  "  My  I  lord, 
*<  you  need  not  fear  that  the  Moors 
"  will  take  the  King  of  Leon  pri- 
"  foner  j  he  has  efcaped  with  his  royal 
"  robes."—*'  Heaven  be  praifed  !" 
'  cried  the  archbimopj  "  he  was  very 
"  much  in  the  right  to  fly  from  the 
"  enemies  of  our  religion,  and  efcape 
"  the  chains  which  they  had  prepared 
"  for  him.  He  has,  doubtlefs,  return- 
««  ed  towards  Leon,  the  capital  of  his 
"  kingdom  ;  and  I  wifh  he  may  get 
"  home  without  meeting  with  any  bad 
«*  accident.  Let  no  man  go  in  pur- 
'*  fuit  of  him,  for  I  mould  be  forry 
"  if  his  majefty  received  any  morti- 
«'  fication  from  me."  The  prelate, 
'  having  fpoke  in  this  manner,  order- 
*  ed  my  part  to  be  read,  and  the  play 
'  to  go  on. 


CHAP.    XI. 

THE  SECHUELOFSCIPIO'S  HISTORY. 

S  long  as  my  money  lafted,  the 
'  landlord  treated  me  with  great 

*  refpe6l ;  but  no  fooner  did  he  per- 

*  ceive  that  my  finances  were  exhauft- 

*  ed,  than  he  looked  cool  upon  me, 
'  picked  a  quarrel,  and  one  morning 

*  early  defued  me  to  leave  his  houfe. 
'  I  quitted  it  with  difdain,  and  went 
'  into  a  church  belonging  to  the  Do- 
'  minicans,  where,  while  I  heard  mafs, 

<  an  old  mendicant  came,  and  afked 

*  alms  of  me.     I  took  two  or  three 

*  maravedis  out  of  my  pocket,    and 
c  giving  them  to  him  laid,  "  Friend, 
«  pray  to  God  to  fend  me  fome  good 
"  place  :  if  your  prayer  is  heard,  you 
<{  mall  not  repent  of  your  devotion, 
"  and  may  depend    upon  my  grati- 
<«  tude." 

*  At  thefe  words  the  beggar  viewed 
'  me  very  attentively,  and  anfwered 
'  with  a  ferious  air,  '*  What  poft  would 
*'  you  have  ?" — <«  I  could  wim,"  faid 
'  I,  "  to  be  a  lacquey  in  fome  good 
**  family."  He  then  afked  if  my  oc- 

<  cafions  were  preffing.    **  They  can- 
**  not  be  more  fo,'  I  refumed  :  "  for, 
«'  if  I  have  not  the  good  fortune  of 
tl  being  fettled  very  foon,  there^is  no 
"  medium  ;  I  muft  either  die  of  hun- 
"  ger,  or  betake  myfelf  to  your  trade." 
— '*  If  you  are  reduced  to  fuch  ne- 
«  ceffity,"  faid  he,  <«  you,   who  are 


"  not  at  all  calculated  for  our  bufi-. 
"  nefs,  muft  be  in  a  very  difagree- 
"  able  fituation  :  but,  were  you  in  the 
"  leaft  accuftomed  to  our  way  of  life, 
"  you  would  prefer  it  to  fervitude, 
**  which  is,  without  contradiction,  in- 
"  ferior  to  beggary.  Nevertheleis, 
"  fince  you  chufe  to  be  a  fervant,  ra- 
"  ther  than  to  live  a  free  and  indepen- 
'*  dent  life,  as  I  do,  you  (hall  have  a 
"  mafter  immediately.  Notwithftand- 
"  ing  my  appearance,  I  can  be  of  ufe 
"  to  you  :  therefore  come  hither  to- 
"  morrow  at  the  fame  hour." 

*  Refolved  to  be  punctual,    I   re- 

*  turned  next  day  to  the  fame  place  ; 
'  where  I  had  not  been  long,  before 
(  the  mendicant,  coming  up  to  me, 
'  bid   me  take  the  trouble  to  follow 
'  him.    I  did  fo.  He  conducted  me  to 
'  a  cellar  not  far  from  the  church  ;  and 

*  this  was  the  place  of  his   reficlence. 
'  We  entered  his  habitation  j  and,  fit- 

*  ting  down  upon  a  bench,  which  was 
'  at  leaft   an  hundred  years  old,    he 
'  fpoke  to  me  in   this  manner  :   "  A 
"  good  action,  as   the  proverb   fays, 
"  always  finds  it's  recompt-nce  j  you 
t(  gave  me  charity  yefterday,  and  that 
"  determines    me    to  procure  a  place 
"  for  you  ;    and  this,  pleafe  God,  I 
ft  will  foon  perform.   I  am  acquainted 
**  with  an  old  Dominican,  called  Fa- 
*'  ther  Alexis,  who  is  an  holy  eccle- 
"  fiaftick,  and  great  confefTor.   I  have 
"  the  honour  to  run  his  errands,  and 
"  acquit  myfelf  in  that  employment 
"  with  fo  much   fidelity  and  difcre- 
"  tion,  that   he  never  refufes  to  ufe 
"  his  intereft  for  me  and  my  friends. 
"  I  have  fpoke  to  him  of  yqu  in  fuch 
"  a  manner,  that  he  is  difpofed  to  do 
"  you   fervice  5    and    I   will   prefent 
"  you  to  his  reverence  whenever  you 
"  pleafe." — "  There  is  not  a  moment 
"  to  Jofe,"  faid  I  to  the  old  beggar  ; 
"  let  us  go  inftantly  to  the  good  friar. " 
"  The  mendicant  confented,  and  car- 
'  lied  me  forthwith  to  Father  Alexis, 

*  whom  we  found   in  his  room,  bufy 
'  in  writing  fpiritual  letters.     He  in-? 

*  teiTUpted   his  work  to  fpeak  to  me, 
'  and  told  me  that,  at  the  requeft  of 
'  the   mendicant,     he    would    intereft 
'  himfelf  in   my   behalf.     '*  Having 
"  been  informed,"  u.fdeil  he,  ««  that 
"  Signior  Balthazar  Velafquez  wanted 
*'  a  lacquey,  I  wrote  this  morning  in 
**  your  favour  j  and  he  has  anfwered, 
"  that  he  will  receive  you  implicitly 
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"  on  my  recommendation.  You  may, 
"  this  very  day,  i;o  to  him  fro  :i 
f(  he  is  my  pen  item  a.'.!  i'i,.-.nd."  The 
'  monk,  on  this  occufion,  exhorted  me, 
'  during  Wuee  quarters  of  an  hour,  to 
'  do  my  duty  with  fidelity  and  dili- 

*  gence.     He  enlarged  particular!}  on 

*  'the  obligation  I  was  under  to 

'  Velaiquez  with  zeal  :   after  which  he 

'  a  flu  red  me,  that  he  would  tak 

'  to  maintain  me  in  my  pott,  provided 

*  my  matter  fhould  be  pleilcd  with  my 
f  behaviour.  Having ;  thanked  the  monk 

*  Tor  his  generolity,  I  came  out  of  the 

*  convent  with  the  beg;;pr  ;  who  told 

*  me,  that  Signior  Bak'iazur  Velafquez 

*  was  an   old   rich  .woollen-draper   of 
'  gr.-at  meeknefs  and    fnnplicity.   "  I 
*<  dare   lay,"    added  he,    "  that  you 
*'  will  be  perfectly  happy  in  his  fa- 
"  mily."  I  enquired  v/hereabbufs  the 

*  citizen  lived,  and  went  immediately 
'  to  h;s  houie,  after  having  promifed 
c  to  make  an  acknowledgment  to   the 
'  be£5:u>    as   f°on   as    I   fliould   take 
'-root  in  my  place.     I  enteied  a  large 

*  fliop,  where  two  well-dreffedappren- 

*  tices  were    walking   to  and    fro,  in 

*  expectation  of  cuitoiners  ;  and,  alk- 
'  ing  if  their  matter  was  at  home,  told 

*  them,  I  had  a  meifage  to  him  from 
'  Father  Alexis.     At  the  mention  of 
'  that  venerable  name,    I  was  fhewn 
'   into  the  back  wop,  where  the  mer- 

*  chant  Pit  at   a  bureau,  turning  over 

*  the  leaves  of  a  large  day-book.     I 

*  faluttd  him  with   great  refpeft,  fay- 

*  ing,    while  I   advanced,   "Si 

"  I  am  the  yount;  man  whom  the  re- 
«'  verend  Father  Alexis  recommended 
"  to  you  for  a  Ir.cquey." —  "  Ha! 
*'  welcome, 'my  child,'1  laid  he;  "that 
4<  holy  nv.n's  recommendation  is  iuf- 
"  ficienr.  1  rec.e;ve  thee  into  my  i'er- 
"  vice,  in  presence  to  three  or  four 
*'  lacquies  tii.it  weie  lent  by  other 
"  people.  Ilibaglted:  th  y'  \v:igcs  run 
<:  ut-  f:  Oi'i  d." 

'  I  h-id  ncjt  h  •<•!!  lo  g  in  the  fervice 
'  Of  this  c:  .  n,  L  '..I,  I  'perceived 
'  him  to  b«  jult  fuch  a  man  as  the 
'  beggar  h ..d  defciibed.  His  fimpli- 

<  city  ven    ib   great,    th  it    I 

<  could  iu)t  help  thinking  I  (hould  find 

"ifHi-ulty  in  abftaihin^gfrom,play- 
.::m  lorn,  trek  or  oilier.    He  had 
.  ,i  widower  four  )ea: 
'  two  r!,i!dren,  a  (</n  tr  i  ncd  oi  f 

,i.Uj£',hUT  £>>':".    in  her 

*  fifttciiLa  ytar }  who  bciu^  Liought 


up  by  a  fevere  duenna,  and  directed 
by  Fathej-  Alexis,  walked  in  the  path 
of  virtue  :   but  Gafpard   Vclai,/ 
li-T    brother,    though    nothing    ha({ 
been  fpaied  in  his  education,  had  all 
the  vices  of  a  young  fpendthrift.   He 
fometimes  lay   two   or  three  nights 
abroad  ;    and  if,  at  his  return,  his 
father  took  it  into  his  head  to  re- 
primand him,  Gafpard    impofed   fi- 
lence  upon  him  in  a  tone  ftill  higher 
than  that  of  the  old  man. 
"  Scipio,"  faid  the  draper  to  me  one 
'  day,  "  I  have  a  ion  who  is  the  fole 
"  plague   of  my   life  ;   he  is  plunged 
"   in  all  manner  of  debaucherj  :   a  cir- 
"  cumftance   that    furprizes   me  veiy 
*'   much  ;  for  his  education  was  by  no 
"  means  neglected.     I  gave  him  good 
"  mailers,  and  my  friend  Alexis  hath 
"  done  his   titmolt  endeavour   to   ^ut 
"  him  in  the  right  road  ;  but  he  could 
"  not  fucceed  :  Gafpard  is  fallen  into 
"  a  itate  of  libertinifm.     Thou  wilt 
"  fay,  perhaps,  that  I  treated  him  too 
"  gently  in  the  beginning  of  his  youth  j 
"'  and  that  he  was  undone  by  my  in- 
"  diligence;  but  that  was  not  the  cafe; 
"   he    was    always    chaftiled    when    I 
"   thought  he  deferved  to  be  ufed  with 
"  rigour  :  for,  good-natured  as  I  am, 
"  1    have   refolution     enough,    when 
"  there  is  occafion  for  it.    I  have  even 
"  oixlered  him  to  be  confined  ;  and  the 
<c  confequence  was,  he   became  more 
"  wicked  than  ever.     In   a  won!,    he 
"   has   one    of  'thofe   bad    difpofitions 
"  which  cannot  be  improved  hy 
"  example,  remonftr.mces,  or  ch.iltife- 
**  ment.    Heaven  alone  can  vvoi  k  that 
"   miracle  !" 

'  If  I  was   not  much  moved  at  the 

forrow   of   this    unhappy   father,   at 

luift  I  pretended  to  be  fo.      '• 

much   are  yovi   to  be  pitied,   Sir  !" 

1'iid  I ;   •<  a  good  man,  like  you,  de- 

ferves   to  have  a  much  better  /on." 

— "  Heaven,  my  child,"  anlwered  he, 

i  to  deprive  me  of  that  con- 

.  Among  i)t her  taules  wliich 

"  (T.iipird   givi-h   me   to  complain   of 

«  him,"  added   he,   ««  I  will  tdl  thce 

"  in  confii'.i . 

"    me  vrn-   iMH-aJy  ;    tluit   is.    the 
.  .  to  rob  m. 

*'   whi  •  uo  oi  ten  find.s    . 

'•    to  Lu^fy,    ID  , 

"  lance.  'The  lacqury,  whom  you  :MC- 
"  cccd,  was  in  concert  with  him,  and 
"  for  that  rcafon  turrxd  away.  As 
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"  for  thee,  I  hope  thou  wilt  not  fuf- 
'*  fer  th)ielf  to  be  corrupted  by  my 
«c  fon  ;  but  efpoufe  my  intereft,  as  Fa- 
"  ther  Alexis  has  doubtlefs  exhorted 
"  thee."  *--  "  That  I'll  anfwer  for," 

*  faid  I  ;  "  his  reverence  exhorted  me 
"  a    whole  hour  to  have    nothing  in 
*«  view  but  your  advantage  :  but  I  can 
"  afTureyoii,  I  had  no  need  of  being 
"  exhorted  to  that  ;  I  feel  uiv it-It  tiil- 

*  poled  to   ferve  you  faithfully,  and 

*  my  zeal  will  prove  itfelf  on  all  oc-. 
(  cations." 

'  He  who  hears  one  fide  only,  hears 

nothing.      Young    Velafquez,    who 

was  a  deviliih  beau,  judging  by  my 

phyfiognomy,  that   I    would    be    as 

eafily  feduced  as  my  predecefTor,  took. 

me  afide  into   a  private  place,  and 

fpoketomeinthefeterms.   "Hark'e, 

'  my  dear,  I   am  perfuaded  that  my 

father  has  charged  thee  to  be  a  fpy 

*  upon  my  actions  •  take  care  of  thy- 
ft  felfj   I  give  thee  notice  beforehand, 
"  that  the  employment  is  none  of  the 
'*  molt  agreeable.     If  ever  I  perceive 
"  that  thou  makeft  thy  remarks  upon 
"  me,  I  will   cudgel   thee  to  death: 
"  whereas,  if  thou  wilt  affiit  me  in 
"  cheating  my  father,  thou  mayell  de- 
*'  pend   upon    my  gratitude.     JMuft  I 
"  be  more  plain  with  thee  !   thou  malt 
"  have  a  mare  of  the  purchafe.   Make 
"  thy   choice   therefore,    and    declare 
"  this  inftant  either  for  the  father  or' 
"  fon,  for  I  will  admit  of  no  neutra- 
"  Jity."    , 

"  Sir,'*  anfwered  I,  t(  you  are  very 
"  fhort  with  me  ;  and  I  plainly  per- 
"  ceive,  that  I  cannot  help  efpouling 
"  your  caufe,  though  in  my  heart  I  feel 
"  a  reluctance  to  betray  Signior  Velaf- 
"  quez." — "  Thou  oughtett  to  make 
*'  no  temple  in  fo  doing,"  replied  Gaf- 

*  pard  j  "  he  is  an  old  mifer,  who  wants 
"  to  keep  me  ftill  in  leading-ftrings  j 
"  a  wretch  who  denies  me  the  necef- 
"  faries  of  life,  in  refufing  to  furnifh 
"  me  with   money  for  my  pleafures  j 
"  for  pleafures  are  the   neceffaries  of 
"  life,  at  the  age  of  five-and-twenty : 
"  thou   mult  therefore  look  upon  my 
"  father  in   that  point   of    view." — 
"  Enough,  Sir,"  faid  I  5  "there  is  no 
"  fuch  thing  as  holding  out  againft  fo 
"  jvirt  a   caufe  of  complaint.     I  offer 
"  my   fervice  to   fecond   yon   in  your 
"  laudable   undertakings;  but  let  us 
"  conceal  our  mutual  intelligence,  that 
t*  your  faithful  afTociate  may  not  be 


"  turned  out  of  doors.  You  will  do 
"  well,  methinks,  in  affecting  to  hate 
"  me:  fpeak  roughly  to  me  be-fore 
"  people,  and  do  notfpareill  language; 
"  even  fome'  boxes  on  the  tar,  ar,d 
"  kicks  on  the  breech,  will  not  be  a- 
"  mifs  5  on  the  contrary,  the  more 
"  maiks  of  averfion  you  beftow  upon. 
u  me,  the  more  confidence  will  B;d- 
"  thazar  have  in  my  integrity.  As 
"  for  my  part,  I  will  pretend  to  avoid 
"  your  converfation :  in  fcrving  ycu 
"  at  table,  I  will  feem  to  acquit  my-^ 
**  felf  with  regret ;  and  when  f  talk  of 
*'  you  to  the  apprentices,  don't  take 
"  it  ill,  that  I  rail  at  you  with  great 
"  bitternefs."1 

"  Egad  !"  cj-ied  Velafquez,  hearing 
'  my  laft  words  ;  "  I  admire  thy  ge- 
"  nius,  my  fi  lend :  thou  fiieweft,  at 
"  thy  age,  an  aftonifhing  capacity  for 
"  intrigue,  from  whence  I  conceive 
"  the  moft  happy  prefage  ;  for  I  hope, 
lt  with  thy  allillunce,  I  mall  not  leave 
*'  my  father  one  fmgle  pifrole."— — 
"  You  do  me  a  great  deal  of  honour,'* 
*  faid  I,  "  in  depending  fo  much  on. 
"  my  induftry:  I  will  do  my  utmoft 
*c  endeavour  to  juftify  the  good  opi- 
"  nion  you  have  of  my  nnderllanding  ; 
"  and  if  I  fail,  at  leall,  it  mall  not 
(l  be  my  fault."" 

'  It  was  not  long  before  I  let  Gaf- 
pard  fee  that  I  was  actually  the  man 
he  wanted  }  and  this  is  the  firft  fer- 
vice I  did  him  :  Balthazar's  ih'ong- 
box  flood  in  his  chamber,  juft  by  his 
bediide,  and  ferved  him  inftead  of  a 
pew  for  prayer.  Every  time  I  look- 
ed at  it,  my  eye-fight  was  regaled  j 
and  I  frequently  faid  to  myfelt  : 
'  Friend  ftrong- box,  mufi  thou  be  al- 
'  ways  locked  to  me  ?  Shall  I  never 
*  have  the  pleafure  of  contemplating 
'  thy  contents?''  As  I  went  when- 
ever I  pleafed  into  this  chamber, 
which  was  forbid  to  nobody  but 
Gafpard,  I  happened  one  day  to  per- 
ceive his  father,  who,  thinking  him- 
felf  unobferved,  after  having  opened 
and  locked  his  ftrong-box,  concealed 
the  key  behind  a  hanging.  I  mark- 
ed the  place  well,  and  imparted  the 
difcovery  to  my  young  matter,  who 
embraced  me  with  joy,  faying,  "  Ah, 
my  dear  Scipio  !  what  a  charming 
'*  piece  of  news  is  this  ?  our  fortune 
"  is  made,  my  child.  I  will  this  ve- 
"  ry  day  give  thee  wax,  with  which 
"  thou  mayeft  take  the  impreflion  of 
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'*  the  key,  nncl  put  it  into  my  hands. 
"  I  (hall  eafily  find  an  obliging  lock- 
"  fmith  in  Cordova 5  in  which,  think 
•'  Heaven,  there  is  no  fcarcity  of 
"  rogues.1' 

"  But  why,"    faid  I   to    Gafpard, 
*c  would  you  make  a  falle  key,  when 
"  we  can  ufe  the  true  one?" — "  Be- 
««  caufe,"  anfwered  he,  "  my  father, 
t(  through  diltruft,  or  Come  other  mo- 
*«  tive,  may  take  it  in  his  head  to  hide 
"  it  elfewhere  ;  and  therefore  it  is  bet- 
*c  ter  to  have  one  for  ourlelves."     I 
approved  of  his  caution  j  and,  yield- 
ing to  his  inclination,  prepared  for 
taking   the  imprefiion   of   the    key.. 
This  was  executed  one  morning  ea.r- 
ly,  while  my  old  maiier  paid  a  villt 
to  Father  Alexis,  with  whom  he  had, 
ufually  long  .conventions.      This 
was  not  all ;   I  ufed  the  key  in  open- 
ing the  box,  which  being  filled  with 
large  and  f'mall  bags,  threw  rne  into 
a  charming  perplexity :    I  did    not 
know  which  to  chufe,  fueh  affection 
did  I  conceive  for  both  kinds.     Ne- 
verthelefs,  as  the   fear  of  being  fur- 
prized  did  not  permit  me  to  make  a 
long   fcrutiny,   I   laid  hold  of  one  of 
the  largelt  at  a  venture:  then  locking 
the  coffer,  and  replacing  the  key  be- 
hind   the   hangings,    I    quitted    the 
chamber  with  my  prey,  which  I  went 
and  concealed  under  my  bed,  in  a 
final  1  wardrobe  where  I  lay. 
*  Having  performed  this  operation 
fo  fuccefsfully,  I  went  immediately 
to  the  young  Velafquez,  who  waited 
for  me  in  a  houfe  where  he  had  ap- 
pointed to  meet  me,  and  gave  him 
infinite  joy,  by  telling  what  I  had 
done.     He  was  fo  well  i-itisfied,  that 
he  loaded  me  with  careflfes,  and  ge- 
neroufly  offered  me  the  half  of  the 
money  which  was  in  the  bag  :  but 
that  I  refuted,    laying,    "  No,  no, 
Sir  ;  this  firft  bag  is  your  own,  ufe 
«'  it    for  your  occafions  :   1  will   foon 
<*  return    to    ihe   ftrong-box,    where, 
f<  thank    Heaven  !    there  is  money  e- 
"  nough  for  us  both."  In  effect,  three 

*  days  after  this,  I  carried  off  a  fecond 
«  bag,  containing,  as  the  former,  five 
1   hundred   crowns,  of  vhich  I  would 

*  receive  one  fourth  only, not  withltund- 
«   \n^  the  prcMing  initances  of  Gafpard, 

*  that  it  mould  be  equally  divided  be- 
'    twfcf, 

4   *.  *iiis  young  man  found 

.;  ,,kvjd,    and,    confe- 


*  quently,  in  a  condition  to  fatisfy  his 
'  pafTion  for  women  and  play,  heaban- 
'  doned  himfelf  entirely  to  both  :  he  had 
'  even  the  misfortune  to  fail   in   love 
'   with  one  of  thole  famous  coquettes, 
'  who  devour   and  fwallow  the  largeft 

*  patrimonies  in  a  very  little  time  j  and, 

*  being   at  a  terrible  expence  on  her 
'  account,  laid  me  under  the  neceflity 

*  of  paying  fo  many  vifits  to  the  ftrong-  > 
c  box,  that    at   length    old    Velal'quez 
'  perceived  himfelf  robbed.   "  Scipio," 

*  laid  he  one  morning,  "  I   muft  tell 
"  thee   a  fecret :  fomebody  robs  me, 
"  my  friend  j  my  ftrong-box  h;is  been 
tc  opened,  and  feveral  bags  taken  out  : 
"  this  is  certain.    Who  muft  be  ta»ed 
"  with  this    theft?    or    rather,    who 
"  elfe  than  my  fon  Gafpard,  who  has 
"  entered  my  chamber  by  ftealth,  or 
"  been  introduced  by  thee  j  for  I  am 
'<  tempted  to   believe  thee  his  accom- 
"  plice,  though  you  feem  to  hate  one 
"  another  fo  much.     Neverthelefs,  I 
"  will  not  li(ten  tomy  fufpicion,  fince 
"  Father  Alexis  hath  anfwered  for  thy 
"   fidelity."      I    replied    that,     thank 
'  Heaven,  I   never  coveted  my  neigh- 

*  bour's  wealth  ;  and  accompanied  that 

*  lye  with  hypocritical  grimace,  which 
'  ferved  inltead  of  an  apology. 

*  The  old  man,  fure  enough,  faid 

*  no  more  of  the  matter;  but  he  did 
«  not  leave  off  including  me  in  his  fu- 
'  fpicion  ;  and  taking  his  precautions 
'  againft    our    attempts,    ordered   his 

*  ftrong-box  to  be  fecured  by  another 

*  lock,  the   key  of  which  he    always 
«  kept  in  his  pocket.     By  thefe  means, 

*  all   commerce   between   us   and  the 
'  bags  being  broken,  we   looked  very 
'  filly,  efpecially  Gafpard,  who  being 
'  no  longer  able  to  gratjfy  the  extra- 

*  vaganceof  his  nymph,*  was  afraid  of 

*  loiing  the  privilege  of  viiiting  her. 
'  He  had  genius  enough,  however,  to 
'  invent  an  expedient  which  fupported 
«  his  expence  a  few  days  longer :  and 
'  that  ingenious  (hi ft  was,  to  appro- 
'  priate  to  himfelf,  by  way  of  loan,  all 
«  ray  (hare  of  the  evacuaiions  which  I 

*  had  performed  in  the  ftrong-box.     I 
'  gave  it  all,  to  the  very   laft  piece  j 
'  and  this,  m-jthinks,  may  p;tf>  lor  an- 
'   ticipattd  reltitution  which  I  made  to 
'  the  old  merchant  in  the  pcrfon  of  his 
«  In- Jr. 

•  The  young  man,  when  he  had  ex- 
'   hai.ifted  this  relburce,  confidering  that 
4  he  had  now  none  left,  fell  into  a  pro- 

«  found 
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<  found  and  gloomy  fit  of  melancholy, 
which  gradually  difordered  his  rea- 
fon.     He  looked  Upon  his  father  as 
the  only  plague  of  his  life  ;  he  was 
feized  with  the  moft  violent  dcfpair j 
ano1,  without  liftening  to  the  voice  of 
nature,  the  wretch  conceived  the  hor- 
rible defign  of  poifoning  his  parent. 
He  not  only  communicated  this  exe- 
crable project  to  me,  but  even  pro- 
pofed  that  I  mould  be  the  inftrument 
of  his  vengeance.  Being  ftruck  with 
horror  at  the  propofal,  •'  Sir,"  faid 
I,  "  is  it  poflible  that  you  mould  be 

<  fo'abandoned  by  Heaven,  as  to  form 
«  this  abominable  refolution  ?  What! 
"  are  you  capable  of  murdering  the 
«  author  of  your  own  being?  Shall  it 
«  be  faid,  that  in  Spain,  in  the  very 
«  botbm  of  Chriftianity,  a  crime  was 
«  committed,  the  very  idea  of  which 
'«  raifes  horror  in  the  molt  barbarous 
t(  nations  ?  No,  my  dear  mafter," 

<  added  I,  falling  on  my  knees  before 

*  himj  "  no  j    you  will  not  commit 
«  an  action  which  would  juftly  incenfe 
"  the  whole  world   again  ft  you,  and 
«f  be  attended  with  the  molt  infamous 
«  chaftifement." 

«  I  faid  a  great  many  things  more  to 
c  difluade  Gafpard  from  fuch  a  guilty 

*  undertaking.     I  don't  know  where  I 

*  found  all  the  arguments  of  a  virtu- 

*  ous  man,  which  I  ufed  to  combat 

*  his  defpair  :  but,  certain  it  is,  I  fpoke 
«  like  a  do&or  of  Salamanca,  though 

*  I  was  but  a  boy,  and  no  other  than 
«  the  fon  of  Cofcolina.     Neverthelefs, 

<  in  vain  did  I  reprefent  to  him,  that 

*  he   ought   to    reflect  ferioufly,    and 
'  courageoufly    repel   thofe    deteftable 

*  fentiments  which  had  taken  pofleffion 

<  of  his  foul.  All  my  eloquence  was 

*  ineffectual :  he  hung  his  head,  and 

*  remained  in  fullen  filence  -,  fo  that  I 

*  concluded  he  would  not  fwerve  from 

*  his  refolution,  notwithftanding  all  I 
'  could  fay. 

'  Whereupon  I  went  and  demanded 
'  a  private  converfation  with  my  old 

*  mafter;  to  whom,  when  we  were  (hut 

*  up  in  a  room  together,  Ifaid,  "  Suf- 
*'  fer  me,  Sir$  to  throw  myfelf  at  your 
*'  feet,     and    implore   your   mercy/' 

*  So  faying,  I  fell  down  before  him 

*  in  great  agitation,  with  my  counte- 

*  nance   bathed    ip  tears.     The  mer- 

*  chant,  furprized  at  my  proftration, 

*  and  the  dilbrder  of  my  looks,  afkcd 

*  what  I  had  dene,    '<••  A  deed,"  I  re- 


'  plied,  <«  of  which  I  now  heartily  re- 
"  pent,  and  with  which  1  will  upbraid 
"  myfelf  as  long  as  I  live.  I  have 
"  been  weak  enough  to  liften  to  your 
"  fon,  and  to  afllft  him  in  ftealing 
"  your  money."  I  then  made' a  fin- 

*  cere  confeffion  of  all  that  had  paffed 
'  on  that  fubjecl :   after  which  I  gave 
'  him  an  account  of  the  conversation 
'  I  had  with  Gafpard,  vvhofe  defign  I 

*  revealed,  without  forgetting  the  leaft 
'  circumftance. 

'  Bad  as  his  opinion  of  his  fon  was, 
'  old  Velafquez  could  fcarce  credit  my 
'  information,  the  truth  of  which,  how- 

*  ever,    having   no  reafon    to   doubt, 
tf  Scipio,"  faid   he,  railing  me,  for  I 

*  was  ftill  on  my  knees,   **  I  pardon 
'*  thee,  in   confideration    of  the  im- 
<c  portant  notice  thou  haft  given  me. 
tc  Gafpard,"  added  he,  raifmghis  voice, 
*'  Gafpard  has  a  defign  upon  my  life! 
te  Ah,    ungrateful  fon  !  ah,  monfter  ! 
"  who  had  better  been  ftifled  in  the 
"  birth  than  .allowed  to  live  and  be- 
"  come  a  parricide  !    What  caufe  hai? 
"  tfyou  to  attempt  my  life  !     I  allow 
**^  thee  a  reafonable  yeai'ly  fum  for  thy 
**  pleafures,  and  thou  art  not  fatisfied  ! 
tf  Mud  I  permit  thee  to  fquander  a- 
<(  way  my  whole'fortune  !"     Having 

*  uttered  this  bitter  apoftrophe,  he  laid 
'  injunctions    upon    me  to   keep   the 

*  fecret,   and  faid  he  would  confider 
'  what  was  to  be  done  in  fuch  a  de- 
'  licate  conjuncture. 

*   I  was  very  anxious  to  know  what 

*  refolution    this    unfortunate    father 

*  would  take,  when  that  very  day  he 
'  fent  for  Gafpard,  and  fpoke  thus  to 
'  him,  without  manifesting  a  tittle  of 
'  what  he  had  in  his  head.     "  Son,  I 
"  have  received  a  letter  from  Merida, 
"  importing,  that  if  you  chufe  to  mar- 
"  ry,  you  may  have  a  maiden  of  that 
"  place,  who  is  but  fifteen  years  old, 
'*  perfeclly  handfome,  and  miftrefs  of 
"  a  good  fortune  :    if  you  have  no  re- 
"  luclance  to  the  marriage,   \ve  will 
*'  fet  out  early  to-morrow  for  Merida, 
"  vifit  the  lady  who  is  propofed,  and, 
"  if  you  find  her  to  your  liking,  you 
"  mail  efpoxife  her  forthwith."'     Gaf- 
pard, hearing  mention  made  of  a  good 
fortune,  which  Ive  thought  was  already 
in  his  clutches,  anfwered  without  he- 
fitation,  that  he  was  ready  to  go  t 
fo  that  next  mornisg,  at  day-break, 
they  departed  by  themfelves,  mount  • 
ed  on  two  good  mules. 

«  When 
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•  When  they  hail  got  as  far  ns  the 
mountains  of  Fefira,    into  a  place  as 
much  frequented  by  robbers  as  dread- 
ed by  tiav-jllcrs,  Balthazar  alight*  d, 
deiiring  his  fon  to  do  the  fame.     The 
young  man    obeyed,   and  alked  the 
reafon  of  their  quitting  their  mules 
in   that  place.      l{   I  will  tell  thee," 
anlvvered  the  old  man,  darting  at  him 
a  look  in  which  his  grief  and  indig- 
nation were  painted,  "  we  have  no 
"  bufmefs  atMerida;  and  the  marriage 
«c  which  I  mentioned   is  only  a  fable 
"  I  invented  to  bring  thee  thither.     I 
<£  am   not   ignorant,    ungrateful    and 
"  unnatural   fon!   I  am  not  ignorant 
"  of  the  crime  which  thou  haft  hatch- 
«'  ed  j   1  know  that  I  am  to  be  prefented 
'*  with  poifon  prepared  by  thee:   but, 
«'  fool  that  thou  art,  doft  thou  flatter 
«'  thylelf  that  thou  canrt  deprive  me 
"  of  my  life  in  that  manner  with  im- 
«<  punity!    Thou   art    miltaken  ;    thy 
«*  jjuilt  would  foon  be  dilcovered,  and 
«'  thou  wculdft  perifh  by  the  hand  of 
"  the  hangman.    There  is,"  added  he, 
<{  a  furer  method  of  fatisfying  thy  rage, 
£t  without  expofmg  thylelf  to  an  ig- 
"  nominious  death  :  we  are  here  with- 
«  out  witnefTes,  in  a  place  where  mur- 
««  ders  are  committed  every  day  ;  fmce 
1  thou  art  fo  eftranged  from  my  blood, 
'  plunge  thy  poniard  into  my  bofom, 
£  and    the  murder  will    be    imputed 
1  to  -robbers !"    So  faying,  Balthazar 
baring  his  breaft,  and  pointing  to  his 
heart,  '«  Here,  Gafpard!"  added  he, 
<  ftrike  the  mortal  blow,  and  punifh 
{  me  for  having  given  being  to  fuch 
««  a  wretch  as  thee  !" 

*  Young  Velafquez,  thunderftruck 
at  thele  words,  far  from  feeking  to 
jultify  himfelf,  fell  without  fen  ft  or 
motion  at  his  father's  feet.  The 
good  old  man,  feeing  him  in  that 
condition,  which  feeined  to  be  the 
beginning  of  repentance,  could  not 
help  yielding  to  his  paternal  weak- 
nefs,  and  of  flying  to  his  afiiftance: 
butGafpard  no  (boner  recovered  the 
ufe  of  his  reafon,  than,  being  unable 
to  bear  the  prefence  of  a  father  fo 
juftly  incenied,  'he  made  an  effort  to 
get  up,  mounted  his  mule,,  and  rode 
off  without  fpeaking  a  word.  Bal- 
thazar let  him  go,  and  leaving  him 
to  the  remorfeof  his  own  conlucii'  -. , 
returned  to  Cordova  j  where,  fix 
months  after,  he  learned  that  his  ion 
had  thrown  himillf  into  the  mo- 


*  nailery    of  Carthufians    at    Seville, 

*  there  to  pafs  the  reft  of  his  d. 
1  penitence. 

CHAP.     XII. 

THE     CONCLUSION     OF     SCITIO'S 
HISTORY. 


TJ  AD  example  fometimes  produces 
JlJ  «  good  effeas.  The  conduit 
of  young  Velafquez  made  me  reflecT: 
ferioufly  upon  >ny  own.  I  began  to 
combat  my  thievifh  inclinations,  and 
live  like  an  honeft  man.  The  habit 
of  feizing  all  the  money  I  could  lay 
my  hands  on,  was  fo  much  confirmed 
in  me,  by  repeated  acls,  that  it  was 
not  eafily  vanquished.  Neverthelefs, 
I  did  not  defpair  of  fucceeding,  ima- 
gining, that  to  become  virtuous,  re- 
auired  only  a  fincere  defire  of  being 
io.  I  therefore  undertook  this  great 
work,  and  Heaven  feemed  to  blefs 
my  efforts  ;  I  no  longer  beheld  the 
old  merchant's  ftrong-box  with  a  co- 
vetous eye;  and  I  believe,  that,  had 
it  been  in  my  power,  I  fliould  not 
have  touched  one  of  his  bags  :  I  own, 
however,  that  it  would  have  been 
very  imprudent  in  him  to  put  my 
infant  integrity  to  fuch  a  proof  j  and 
therefore  Velafquez  took  care  not  to 
do  it. 

*  Don  Manriquez  de  Medrano,  a 
young  gentleman  and  knightof  the  or- 
der of  Alcantara,  came  frequently  to 
ourhoufe.  We  had  his  cuftom  \  and  if 
he  was  not  the  bed,  he  was,  at  leaft,  the 
moft  noble  of  thofe  who  ufed  the  (hop. 
I  had  the  good  fortune  to  pleafe  that 
cavalier,  who,  every  time  he  met  me, 
encouraged  me  to  ipeak,  and  feemed 
to  liften  with  pleaiure  to  what  I  faid. 
1  Scipio,"  faid  he  one  day,  "  if  I  had 
«  a  lacquey  of  thy  humour,  I  fhould 

*  think  inyfclf  in  polllilion  of  a  trea- 
'   furej   and   if  thou  didil  not  belong 

*  to  a  man  for  whon:  I  have  a  regard,  J 
'   would  do  my  endeavour  to  debauch 
'  thee    from   his   fervice."  —  "   Sir," 

laid  I,   *•  you  would    find  it  a  very 
1  eafy  tafk;   for  I  hive  an  inclination 
to  ferve  people  of  quality  :  that   is 
my  foible}  I  am  i-harmed  by  their 
eaiy  behaviour/'—"    If  that  be  the 
:  .niiqiiL-7,  "  I 

will  ili-iire  Si^nioj  Maltha/.  <r  u>  con- 
fent  to  thy  leaving  him,  and  coming 
"  into 


. 
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«••  into  my  fervice;  I  don't  believe  he 
"  will  refufe  me  that  favour."  Indeed 
«  Velafquez  granted  it  the  more  eafily, 

<  as  he  did  not  think  the  lofs  of  a  roguifh 
'  lacquey   irreparable :    for   my   own 
«  part,  I  was  glad  of  die  change ;  the 
«  valet  of  a  citizen    appearing  to  me 

*  a  mere  beggar,  in  comparifon  to  the 

*  lacquey  of  a  knight  of  Alcantara. 

<  To  draw  a  faithful  picture  of  my 

<  new  patron,  I  mult  tell  you,  that  he 

*  was  a  cavalier  endued  with  a  moft 
'  amiable  perfon,  and  with  fuch  fweet- 

<  nefs  of  temper  and  cultivated  under- 
«  (landing,   as  captivated  every  body 

<  who    knew  him:   befides    he   had    a 
«  great  deal  of  courage  and  probity, 

<  and   wanted    nothing    but    fortune. 

*  Being  cadet  of  a  family  more  illuftri- 
'  ous  than  rich,  he  was  obliged  to  fub- 

<  fift  at  the  expence  of  an  old  aunt  who 
'  Jived  at  Toledo,    and  who,   loving 
'  him  as  her  own  fon,  took  care  to  fur- 

*  nifh  him  with  what  money  hewant- 
«  ed.      He  went   always   handfomely 
'  drefled,  and  was  perfectly  well   re- 
'  ceived   every  where :    he  vifited  the 
'  principal  ladies   of    the   city,     and 
'  among  others,  the  Marchionefs  of 

*  Almenara,  a  widow  of  feventy-two 

*  years  of  age,  who,  by  her  engaging 
c  behaviour  and  agreeable  wit,  allured 

<  the  whole  nobility  of  Cordova  to  her 
4  houfe.     Men  as  well  as  women  de- 
'  lighted  in  her  converfation,   and  her 
«  family  was  ftyled,  the  polite  company. 

'  My  mafter,  who  was  one  of  the 

*  moft  affiduous  vilitors  of  that  lady, 

*  came  home  from  her  houfe,  one  even- 
'  ing,  with  an  enlivened  look  that  was 
'  not  natural  to  him  :  upon  which,   I 
'  faid,    "    Signicr,    you    feein    to   be 
**  ftrangely  elevated;  may  your  faith - 
"  ful  fervant  afk  the  cawfe?  hath  not 
"  fomething  extraordinary  happened  ?" 

*  The  knight  fmiled  at  that  queftion, 

*  and  owned  he  was  actually  engroffed 
'  by  a  ferious  converfation  which   he 

*  had  enjoyed  with  the  Marchionefs  of 

*  Almenara.    "  I  heartily  wifh,"  faid 
'  I,  laughing,  "  that  the  fuperannu- 
"  ated  toad  may  have  made  a  declara- 
r<  tion  of  love  to  you." — "  Jefting  a- 
"  part,"  anfwered  hej    "  know,  my 
"  friend,  that  I  am  really  beloved  by 
44  the   marchionefs.       "  Chevalier/1 
<«  faid  (lie  to  me,  «  I  know  the  final  I - 
"  nefs  of  your  fortune,  as  well  as  the 
*'  noblenefs  of  your  birth  :  I  have  an 
4*  inclination  for  you,  and  arc  refolved 


"  to  make  you  eafy  in  your  circum- 
"  Itances,  by  marrying  you,  as  I  can- 
*'  not  decently  make  your  fortune  any 
"  other  way.  I  know  very  well  that 
*'  this  marriage  will  bring  upon  me  the 
"  ridicule  of  the  world ;  that  fcandal 
"  will  be  very  bufy  at  my  expence  j 
"  and  that,  in  fhort,  I  mall  pafs  for 
"  an  old  fool,  who  muft  needs  have 
'*  another  hufband.  No  matter  j  I 
"  intend  to  defpife  flander,  in  order  to 
"  make  you  happy.  All  that  I  fear," 
"  added  flie,  "  is,  that  you  may  pof- 
*'  fibly  have  a  reluctance  to  comply 
"  with  my  intentions."  This," 

*  continued  the  knight,  "  is  the  fub- 
"  jecl  of  her  difcourie,    vvhich    fur- 
"  prized   me  the  more,  as  (lie  is  the 
"  moft  virtuous  and  prudent  woman, 
ft  of  Cordova.    I  anfwered,  therefore, 
"  I  was   altonifhed  flie  ihould  do  me 
"  the  honour  or  offering  me  her  hand  ; 
**  flie  who  had  always  perfifted  in  the 
"  refolution  of  preferving  her  widow- 
11  hood  to  the  laft.  To  this  Hie  replied, 
"  that  having  a  confiderable  eitate,  /he 
"  mould  be  glad  in  her  life-time  to 
"  fhare  it  with  a  man  of  honour  whom 
"  me  efteemed.'1 — ««  You  are  then,  I 
"  fuppofe,"  faid  I,  '*  determined  to  ha- 
"  zardthe  leap."—"  Can'ft  thou  doubt 
<{  it  ?"  he  replied  :   "  the  marchionefs 
"  poffefles   immenfe  wealth,    together 
"  with  excellent  qualities  both  of  the 
"  heart  and  head;  and  I  muft  have  loft 
"  my  judgment  indeed,   if  I  rejected 
"  fuch  an  advantageous  fettlement." 

'  I  very  much  approved  of  my  ma- 

*  fter's  defign  to  lay  hold  of  this  fair 

*  occafion  to  make  his  fortune,  and 

*  even  advifed  him  to  pu(h  matters,  fo 

*  much  was  I  afraid  to  fee  her  incli- 
1  nations  change.    Luckily,  the  lady, 

*  who  had  the  affair  iiill  more  at  he^rt 
'  than  I  had,  gave   fuch  expeditious 

*  orders,    that  the   preparations  were 

*  foon  made  for  her  marriage.  As  foon 
'  as  it  was  known   at  Cordova,  that 
'  the  old    Marchionefs  cf  Almenara 
1  was  going  to  man  y  young  Don  Man- 
'  riquez  de  Medrano,  the  wits   began. 
'  to  make  themfelves  merry  at  the  \vi- 
'  dow's  expence:   but  in  vain  did  they 
'  exhauft  their  ftock  of  raillery;   they 

*  could  not  divert  her  from  her  defign  j 

*  me  let  the  whole  city  talk,   and  fol- 

*  lowed  her  knight  ro  the  altar  :  their 

*  nuptials  were  celebrated   with   i'uch, 

*  fplendor  as  3fforded  new  matter  iof 
«  Icandai.     "  The  bride,"  faid  they, 

Y  y  «* 
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«'  might  have,  at  leaft,  for  the  fake  of 
"  decency,  fupprefled  all  nolle  and 
"  pomp,  which  hut  ill  becomes  old  wi  - 
tf  dows  who  marry  young  hufbands." 
'  The  marchionefs,  inllcad  of  ap- 
'  pfanng  aflumed  cf  being,  at  her 
'  age>  W|fe  to  the  chevalier,  induct d 
e  heritlf,  without  conllrainr,  in  the 
'  joy  which  flie  felt  on  this  oci  a- 
'  fionj  flie  had  a  grand  entertainment 

*  at  her  houl'e.  accompanied  by  a  con- 

*  cert  of  mulick,  and  the  feail  ended 
«  in    a    ball,    at   which    were    pro  lent 
'  all   the  nobility  of  Cordova.     To- 
'  wards  the  end  of  the  ball,  our  new- 
'  married  couple  flipped  off  and  met  in 
'  an  apartment,  where,  being  flint  up 
'  with  a  waityig -w.'..man  and  me-,  the 
'  marchiontl's  add  re  fled  herfelf  to  my 
'  mailer  in  thefe  words:  "  Don  Mnn- 
tl  riquer,  this  is  your  apartir.ent :  mine 
<c  is  in  another  part  of  the  houfc:   we 
"  will  pals  the  ni«ht  in  llparate  chnm- 
<e  bers,   and    in  the   day  we  will    live 
*'  toge'her  like  mother  and  Ion."  The 

*  knight  was  at  mil  miftaken,  and  be- 
'  '  lievcd  that  the  lady  talked  thus  only 

*  to  engage  bun  to  oiler  foft  violence 
'  to  her  delicacy  :    imagining,  t  litre - 

<  fore,  that  he  ought,  out  of  pure  po- 

*  litcnels,   to  a 61  the  paifionate  lovtr, 
«  he  approached   her,  and  eagerly  eri- 

<  deavoured  to  ferve  her  in  quality  of 

*  valet  de  ch.  raSrc  ;   but  flie,  far  from 

*  allowing  him  to  undrefs  her,   puilu  d 

<  him  away  with  a  ferious  air,  i 

"  Hold,  Don  Manriquezj  it  you  like 
M  me  for  one  of  thole  amorous  old  wi- 
"  dows  who  marry  again  out  of  frailty, 
<:  you  are  deceived}  I  did  not  efpoule 
"  you  to  make  you  buy  the  advantages 
*'  which  you  will  reap  from  our  con- 
*'  tracl  of '  marriage  j  thefe  are  the  pure 
"  oftcrings  of  my  heart,  and  T  exacl 
"  nothing  in  return  but  lentiments  of 
'*  friendfhip."  So  faying,  Ihe  left  my 

*  mailer  ;uu!  me  in  our  apai  tment.  and 

*  retired  into  her  own,  with  her  waii- 
'  ing-maid,  abfblutely  forbidding  the 

*  chevalier  to  follow  her. 

*  After  her  retreat,  we  remained  a 
'  good  while  confounded  at  what  we 
'  had  heard.  *'  Scipio,"  faid  my  ma- 
'  (hi1,  <c  did  ft  thou  e»er  hear  fuch  a 
"  difcourfe  as  that  of  the  n\ai  chionels  ? 
««  What  doft  thou  think  of  fuch  a 
«<  lady?"—"  I  think,  Sir,"  anAvucd 
'  I,  "  that  flie  has  not  her  fellow  j 
*'  you  are  happy  in  having  luch  a  wife, 
"  v\hich  is  like  the  poffcifion  of  a  be- 


nefice without  cure  of  fouls."— 
As  fur  my  part,"  replied  Don  Man- 
riqui  z,  "  I  admire  a  fpoufe  of  fuch 
an  ineftimable  character,  and  I  in- 
tend to  compenlatc,  with  all  ima- 

••le  attention,  the  facrifice  which 
Ihe  makes  to  her  delicacy."  Having 
converled  fome  time  about  the  lady, 
we  went  to  reft  j  I  upon  a  truckle- 
bed  in  a  wardrobe,  and  my  mailer 
in  a  fine  bed  prepared  for  him,  where 
I  believe,  at  bottom,  he  was  not  forry 
to  lie  alone,  and  to  be  quit  for  his 
fear  only. 

*  The  rejoicings  began  again  next 
dny,  and  the  new-married  lady  ap- 
pc  ired  in  fuch  good  humour  as  to 
afford  fcope  to  the  raileis.  She  was 
the  firft  to  laugh  at  what  they  faid  5 
nay,  even  excited  others  to  laugh, 
by  receiving  their  fallies  with  a  good 
grace.  The  knight,  for  his  part, 
feemed  no  lefs  fatisfied  with  his 
fpoufe;  and,  by  the  tender  glances 
with  which  he  looked  and  fpoke  to 
her,  one  would  have  thought  that  old 
age  was  his  tafte.  This  happy  couple 
had  in  the  evening  a  new  converi'a- 
tion,  in  which  it  was  decided,  that, 
without  difturbing  one  another,  they 
mould  Jive,  for  the  future,  in  the 
i;ime  manner  as  before  marriage: 
meanwhile  I  mu ft  do  Don  Manri- 
quez  the  jultice  to  fay,  that,  out  of 
confederation  for  his  wife,  he  did  what 
few  luiibands  would  have  done  in 
his  place:  he  abandoned  a  girl  in 
the  city,  whom  he  loved,  and  of 
whom  he  was  beloved}  being  re- 
folved,  as  he  faid,  to  maintain  no 
commerce  which  would  feera  to  in- 
fult  the  delicate  conduct  of  his  wife 
towards  him. 

'  While  he  gave  this  old  hu'v  fucli 
flrong  marks  of  gratitude,  flie  re- 
paid them  with  ulury,  though  flie 
was  igworantof  this  behaviour  ;  and 
m:uk:  him  mailer  of  htr  Itrong-box, 
which  was  even  better  replenished 
than  that  of  Velafquez.  As  (he  bad 
retrenched  her  houle-kceping  during 
i.er  \vidowhocd,  fhe  put  it  again  on 
the  lame  footing  on  which  »t  had 
been  in  the  life-time  of  her  h'rll  huf- 
band  :  QIC  increafed  the  number  ot 
her  fervants,  filled  her  ftable  with 
horfes  and  mules  ;  in  a  word,  by  her 

ofity,    the  chevalier,   who  was 

the  poorell,  became  the  i  icheil  knight 

of  Alcantara.     You  will  afk,  per- 

«  haps, 


ADVENTURES    OF    GIL    J3LAS. 


349 


r  haps,  what  I  got  by  all  this  ?   I  re- 
'  ceived  fifty  piftoles  from  my  miftrefs, 

*  and  one  hundred   from  my  matter, 
'  who,  moreover,   made  me  his  fecre- 
c  tary,   with  an  appointment  of   five 
'  hundred    crowns  j    he   had   even   fo 
'  much    confidence   in    my   integrity, 

<  that  he  created  me  his  trcafurer.' 

'  His  trcafurer !'  cried  I,  interrupting 
Scipio,  with  a  loud  laugh.  *  Yes, 
'  Sir,'  he  replied  with  a  dry  ferious 
look  j  *  no  leis  than  his  trealurer j  and 
'  I'll  venture  to  fay,  that  I  acquitted 
'  myfelf  in  that  employment  with  ho- 
'  nour.  True  it  is,  I  am  perhaps 

*  fomewhat  indebted  to  cafh :  for,  as 
'  I  took  my  wages  per  advance,  and 

*  quitted  the  knight's  ferviee  fuddenly, 
'  it  is  not  impoflible  that  I  may  now 

*  be  in  arrears  :  at  any  rate,    it  is  the 

*  lalt  reproach   that  I  have  deferved, 

*  having   always   afted  with   probity 
'  fince  that  time. 

*  I  was,   therefore,'   continued  the 
fon  of  Cofcolina,  f  fecretary  and  trea- 
'  furer  to  Don  Manriquez,  who  feem- 
'  ed  as  well  fatisfied  with  me  as  I  was 

*  with  him  5  when  he  received  a  letter 
'  from   Toledo,    importing,    that   his 

*  aunt  Donna  Theodora  Mofcofo  was 
'  at  the  point  of  death.     He  fet   out 
'  inftantly  to  fee  that  lady,  who  had 

*  been   a   mother   to    him    for   many 

*  years  j    and  I  accompanied   him  in 
'  this  journey,    together  with  a  valet 

<  de  chambre  and  one  lacquey.    Being 
'"  all  mounted  on  the  beft  horfes  in  our 

*  (tables,  we  foon  got  to  Toledo,  where 
'  we  found  Donna  Theodora  in  fuch 
'  a  condition  as  gave  us  hopes  that  me 
'  would  not  die  of  that  diilemper  j  and 

*  truly  our  prognoilick,  though  con- 
'   trary  to  that  of  an  old  phyfician  who 

*  attended   her,    was   verified   by  the 

*  evtnt. 

*  While  the  health  of  our  good  aunt 
4  was  re-eftablifhing,  lei's, -pej  haps,  by 

*  the  remedies  me  took,  than  by  the 
'  prefence  of  her  dear  nephew,  Mr. 
1  Treafurer  paffed  his  time  as  agree- 
'  ably  as  he  could,  with  young  people, 

*  whofe  acquaintance  foon  introduced 

*  him    to   occafions   of   fpending    his 

*  money.    They  fometimes  carried  me 
'  to  the  tennis-court,  where  they  en- 
'  gaged  me  in  play;  and,  as  I  was  not 
4  ib    expert  a  gamefter  as   my  matter 
[  Don  Abtl,  J  loft  much  oftener  than 

*  I   won.     I  conceived    infenfibly  an 
'  inclination   for  play  j  and  if  I  had 


'  entirely  abandoned    myfelf  to  that 

*  pafllon,   it  would,   doubtlefs,    have 

*  compelled  me  to  take  from  our  cafh 
'  fome  quarters  of  my  allowance  per 
'   advance  5    but    luckily,    love   favsd 

*  both  my  own -virtue  and  my  matter's- 
'  money.     One   day,   as  I   patted  by* 
'  the  church  de  los  Reyes  I  perceived 

*  through  a  lattice,    the   curtains   of 
'  which  were  withdrawn,  a  young  maid 
f  who  feemed  rather  a  divinity  than  a 

*  mortal.     I  would   ufe  a   term    itill 

*  ftronger,  if  there  was  any,  toucn   te 

*  the  impreflion  which  me  made  upon 

*  my  heart.     I  made  it  my  bufinefs  to 

*  get  information  about  herj  and,  by 

*  dint  of  enquiry,    learned    that   her 
'  name  was  Beatrice,  an-d  that  (he  was 
'  waiting-maid  to  Donna  Julia,  fecond 
'  daughter  of  the  Count  dePoian.* 

Beatrice  interrupted  Scipio  with  a 
loud  laugh  j  then  addremng  herfelf  ta 
my  wife,  '  Beautiful  Antonia,'  faid 
me,  '  pray,  look  itedtaftly  at  me.  Don't 

*  you  think  I  have  the  air  of  a  divini- 
«  ty?' — *  You  had  at  that  time,  in  my 

*  eyes,'  faid  Scipio  to  her}   *  and  fince 
1  I  no  longer  fulpeftyour  fidelity,  you 
'  feem  to   me   fairer  than  ever.'     My 
fecretary,  after  fuch  a  gallant  repartee, 
purfued  his  hiftory  thus. 

*  This  difcovery  quite  inflamed  me ; 
not  indeed  with  a  legitimate  ardour, 
for  I  imagined  that  I  mould  eaiily 
triumph  over  her  virtue,  by  prefents 
capable  of  making  it  j  but  I  judged 
amifs  of  the  chaile  Beatrice.  In  vain, 
did  I  offer  her  (by  means  of  mercenary 
women)  my  purfe  and  affection  j  (he 
rejected  my  propofals  with  difdain. 
Her  refinance  encreafed  my  defires. 
I  had  recourfe  to  the  laft  expedient, 
and  offered  my  hand,  which  (he  ac- 
cepted, when  (he  knew  that  I  was 
fecretary  and  treafurer  to  Don  Man- 
riquez. As  we  thought  it  conve- 
nient to  conceal  our  marriage  for 
fome  time,  we  were  wedded  private- 
ly, in  prefence  of  Dame  Loren^a  Se- 
phora,  governefs  of  Seraphina,  and 
fome  other  domefticks  belonging  to 
the  Duke  de  Polan.  As  foon  as  I 
had  married  Beatrice,  (lie  facilitated 
the  means  of  feeing  and  converging 
with  her  at  night  in  the  garden,  in 
which  I  introduced  myfelf  by  a  little 
door,  of  which  (he  gave  me  the  key. 
Never  were  man  and  wife  happier  in 
one  another  than  Beatrice  and  I. 
We  waited  with  equal  impatience  for 
Y  y  a  «  the 
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'  the  hour  of  rendezvous,  ran  thither 
'  with  equal  eagernefs;  and  the  time 
'  which  we  fpent  together,  though  it 
'  was  fometimes  pretty  long,  feemed 
'  hut  a  moment  to  both. 

*  One  night,  which  was  as  fatal  to 
'  me  as  the  ethers  had  been  propitious, 
'  I  was  furpri;  d,  snttring  the  gar- 
'  den,  to  find  the  little  doer  open.  I 
'  was  alarmed  by  this  uncommon  event, 

*  from  whence  I  conceived  a  bad  omen. 
'  I  grew  paie  and  trembled,  as  if  I  had 
'  foreicen  what  was   to  happen  ;   and 

*  advancing  in  the  dark  towards  an  ar- 
'  bour  where  I  ufed  to  converfe  with 
'  rny  wife,  I  heard  the  voice  of  a  man. 
'  I  (topped  all  of  a  fudden  t6  liiten,  and 

*  my  ear  was  immediately  fa  hi  ted  with 
'  thefe  words,  fl  Don't  lei  me  languilh 
"  then,  my   dear  Beatrice  !   compleat 
"  my  happineA-j  and  confuler  that  your 
"  fortune  is  connected  with  it."     In- 
'  ftead  of  having  patience  to  hear  him 
'  to   an  end,  I   thought  there  was  no 

*  occafum  tor  knowing  more.     A  jea- 
'  Ions  iury  took  po  Hellion  of  my  foul  ; 

*  and,  breaihthg   nothing  but  venge- 
'  ance,  I  drew   my   {word,  and  went 

*  haitily  into  the  arbour.     "Ahlcow- 
<c  ardly  feducer!"  cried  I  ;  "  whofo- 
*c  ever  thou  art,  thou  (halt  fooner  de- 
tc  prive  me  of  life  than  rob  me  of  my 
"  honour."     So  faying,  I  attacked  the 

*  cavalier  who  was  talkingto  Beatrice. 

*  He  put  himfelf   immediately  into  a 
'  potture  of  defence,  and  fought  like 

*  a  man  who  undci  flood  the  art  much 

*  better  than  I,  who  had  only  received 
'  a   few   JcfTons  at  Cordova.     Never- 
'  thelefs,    iwordfman    as    he   was,    I 

*  made  a  pulh    which    he   could    not 
'  parrv,  or  rather  bis  foot  flipped.     I 
'   faw  him  fall  ;  a  ><!,  imagining  that  I 

*  '  .id  wounded  him  mortally,  fled  as 
'  fad   as   my    legs   could    carry    mej 
'  without    anfwerir.g    Beatrice,    who 

<  called  me.' 

/  Yt-s,  really/  fa  id  his  wife,  inter- 
rupting him,  '  I  called  in  order  to  un- 
4  deceive  him.  The  cavalier  v/iih  whom 
'  I  convened  was  no  other  than  Don 

indo  de  Leyva.  Tii  •' 
'  vho  loved   ir.y    millrcfs    Julia,    hid 

<  four  iutioii  of  c.urjj 

*  01?  by  force,  believing  it  impofiible 

<  tii   f'!.;am    her  by  any  other  means  ; 

*  and  I  myfelf  had  given  him  a  meet- 
'   ing   in   the  garden,  to  conceit  with 
«   hirjri  th<-   ittps  of  that   undertaking, 

/hn.h  he  afTured  jne  iwy  fortune 


'  depended  :  but  in  vain  did  I  call  my 
'  hufband  ;  he  avoided  me  as  a  wife 
'  who  had  been  unfaithful  to  him.' 

*  My  fituation  at  that  time  was  fuch,* 
re  fumed  Scipio,  *  as  rendered  me  capa- 
'  ble  of  committing  any  thing.  Thofe 

*  who  know  by  experience  what  jea- 

*  louly  is,  and  to  wliat  extravagance 
«  it  drives  the  foundeft  undei  (landings, 
'  will  not  be  furprized  at  the  diforder 

*  which  it  produced  in  my  weak  brain. 

*  T  underwent  a  momentary  tranfition 

*  from  one  extreme  to  another.     I  felt 
'  the  emotions  of  hatied  fucceed  thofe 
'  of  fender nef«,  which  I  had  entertain- 
'  ed  for  my  wife  a  moment  before,  and 
'  made  an  oath  to  abandon  and  banifti 

*  her   from   my  memory.     Befides,  I 
'  thought  I  had  killed  a  cavalier  5  and, 
'   in  that  opinion,  being  afraid,  of  fall- 
'  ing  into  the  hands  of  jufticc,  luffered 
'  that  inconceivable  anxiety  which  in- 
'  celTantlypuifues,  like  a  fury,  the  man 
'  who  has  done  a  bad  action.     In  this 
'  horrible  fituation,  my  whole  care  be- 
'  ing  to  efcape,  I  did  not  go  home, 

*  but  inftantly  quitted  Toledo,  having 
'  no  other  baggage  than  the  cloaths  on 
'   my  back.     True,  indeed,  I   had  in 

*  my  pocket  fixty  piftoles,  which  were 
'  a   pretty    good  refource  to  a  young 
'  man  who  propofed  to  live  all  his  life 

*  in  fervice. 

<  I  walked  all  night  long,  or  rather 
'  ran  ;  for  the  images  of  alguazils, 
c  which  continually  haunted  my  ima- 

*  gination,   fupplied  me  (till  with  new 
'  vigour  j   and  the  morning  furprized 

*  me  between  Rodillas  and  Maqueda. 

*  When   I   arrived   at  this   laft  town, 
(  finding   myfelf  a   little  fatigued,  I 
'  went   into  the  church  as  foon  as  it 
1  was  open  ;  and,  after  having  put  up 
'  a    fhort  prayer,  fit    down    upon    a 
'  bench  to  reft  me.     I  began  to  mufe 
(  'i pun   my  prefent  fituation,    which, 

*  i leaven   knows,  was    perplexing  e- 
'   nough  ;  but  I  had  not  time  to  make 
c   long  reflections.     I  heard  the  church 

*  echo  with  two  or  three  fmacks  of  a 
<  whip,  which   making   me    conclude 
'   tint   a   carrier  w ;is  pafTing,   I  got  up 
'  immediately  to  fee' whether  or  not 
'   I    was  rniftaken  ;   and,   by  that  time 
'   I    got   to   the   door,    perceived    one, 
'  who,  being  mounted  on  a  mule,  lead 

*  two  more  in  a  lealh.     "  Stop,  friend,*' 
'   fiid   I  to    him;    "where    are    thofe 
"    ti.ules  a-going  ?" — "  'I'o  Madrid," 
«  anfwered  he.     **  I  came  hither  with 

«'  two 
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'*  two  good  Dominican  monks,  and 
"  am  going  back  myfelf." 

'  The  opportunity  that    offered  of 
travelling   to   Madrid,    infpired  me 
with  an  inclination  to  go  thither.     I 
made    a    bargain   with   the   carrier, 
mounted  one  of  his  mules,  and  we 
pufhed  forwards  for  Illefcas,  where 
we  were  to  fleep.     Scarce  had  we  got 
out  of  Maqueda,  when  the  carrier, 
who    was    a   man    between    thirty- 
five  and    forty  years  of  age,  thun- 
dered out  church-finging  with  vaft 
vociferation :     he    began    with    the 
prayers   which    the   canons   flng   at 
mattins,   then  fung  the  credo,  as  it 
is  fung  at  high  mafs  j  and  paffing  on 
to  vefpers,  pronounced  them,  with- 
out even  fparing  the  magnificat.  Al- 
though  the  rogue  ftunned   me  with 
his  noife,  I  could  not  help  laughing, 
and  even  encouraged  him  to  conti- 
nue, when  he  was  obliged  to  Hop  and 
take   breath.      "  Courage,  friend  !" 
ftid  I  to  him  ;  "  pray,  go  on  :  if  Hea- 
*  ven  hath  given  you  good  lungs,  I 
"  fee   you   don't    put   them  to   a  bad 
«  ufe."— "  No,    indeed,1'    cried    he; 
'*  I    am    not,    thank    God,    like   the 
<c  moft  part  of  carriers,  who  fing  no- 
"  thing     but     infamous    or   impious 
"  fongs  :   I  would  not  even  repeat  bal- 
"  lads   made  upon  our  wars  with  the 
"  Moors  ;  for  thefe  are  things  frivo- 
"  lous,  if  notwicked." — '•'  You  have," 
'  faid  I,  "  a  purity  of  heart  rarely  to 
"  be  met  with  among  muleteers:  with 
•'  this  extreme  delicacy  in  the  choice 
<£  of  your  longs,   have   you    like  wife 
"  made  a  vow  of  chaftiry  with  regard 
*'  to   the  young  wenches  who  live  at 
"  inns  upon  theroad  ?"'' — "Certainly," 
*  anfwered  he.     "  Continence  is  ano- 
**  ther  thing   on  which  I    pique  my- 
"  felf  in  thefe    fort  of  places,    where 
**  I  mind  nothing  but  my  mules."     I 
was  a  little  aftoniihed  to   hear  this 
phcenix  of   carriers   talk   in    fuch  a 
manner  j  and    looking   upon  him  as 
a  man  of  honefty  and  discretion,  en- 
tered into  a  conversation  with   him 
after  he  had  fung  his  fill. 
«  We  arrived  atlllefcas  in  the  twi- 
light j  where,  alighting  at  an  inn,  I 
left  the  care  of  the  mules  to  my  com- 
panion, and  went   into  the  kitchen, 
where  I  ordered  the  landlord  to  pro- 
cure  a  good  fupper.     This  he  pro- 
mifed   to  do   fo   effectually,    that   I 
ihould  remember  I  had  lodged  at  his 


*  houfe  the  longeft  day  I  had  to  live. 
"  Aflc,"  faid  he,    "  aflc  your  carrier 
"  what  fort  of  a  man  I  am.     Ecod! 
"   I  will  defy  all  the  cooks  of  Madrid 
*'  and  Toledo  to  make  an  alia  podrida 
ft  comparable  to  thofe  that  I  compofe. 
"  I  will  treat  you  this  night  with  a  ra- 
"  gout  of  rabbit  dreffed  in  my  manner, 
"  and  you   mail  fee  whether  or  not  I 
"   have  reafon   to  boaft  of  my  fkill." 

*  Thereupon,  mewing  me  a  lauce-pan, 

*  wherein  there  was  (as  he  laid)  a  young 
'  rabbit  already  minced  j    "  There," 
'  added  he,  "  is  what  I  intend  to  give 
"  you.     When  I  have  once  put  in  fome 
"  pepper,  fair,  wine,  a  handful  of  fweet 
<{  herbs,  and  oilier  ingredients  which 
"  I   ufe  in  my  fauces,  I  hope  to  ferve 
"  you  in  a   little   time  with  a  ragout 
*'  worthy  of  a  judge." 

*  The  landlord,  after  having  thus 
'  founded  his  own  -praife,  began  to 
'  dreis  liipper  j  and,  while  it  was  do- 
'  ing,  I  went  into  the  hall,  where, 

*  finding  a  kind  of  couch,  I  lay  down 
'  to   fleep  off  my  fatigue,  having  had 
*.  no  reft  the  night  before.  In  two  hours 
'  the  carrier  wakening  me,  faid,  "Ma- 
"   Iter,  your  fupper  is  ready  5   come,  if 
"  you  pleafe,  and  lit  down  at  table." 
'  There  wasonein  another  room,  with 

*  two  covers,  at  which  my  fellow-tra- 
'  veller  and  I  fitting  down,  the  ragout 

*  was   ferved.     I    attacked    it   with  a 
'  greedy  appetite,  and  found  it  of  art 
'  exquifiterelifh,  whether  hunger  made 
'  me  judge  too  favourable  of  it,  or  thac 
'   my  latisfaction  was  the  effecl  of  the 
'  cook's  fkill.     We  had  alfo  a  plate  of 
'  roait  mutton  ;  and  I  remarking  that 

*  the  carrier  did    honour  to  this  laft 

*  dim  only,  afked,  why  he  abdained 
'   from  the  other.     He  anfwered,  with 

*  a  fmile,  that  he  did  not  love  ragouts. 
'  This  reply,  or  rather  the  fmile  witU 

*  which  it   was  accompanied,  feemed 

*  to   me  myfterious  :   "  You  conceal," 

*  faid  I,  "  the  true  reafon  that  hindei's. 
*,c  you   from  eating  the  ragout  ;  pray, 
"  do   me   the  pleafure  of  letting  me 

know  it."  —  *'  Since  you  are  fo  cu- 

*  rious  to  know  it,"  he  replied,  "  F 

*  will  tell  you,  that  I  have  loathed  all 

*  thefe  forts  of  ragouts,  fmce,  in  go- 
' 


ing  once   from  Toledo   to 
(  they  brought  me  for  fu.pper,  at  an  inn, 
"  an  hafhed  cat  inttead  of  a  rabbit,  and 
<c  thatgavemeadifguftatallfricaffees/* 
*  The  carrier  had  no  fooner  fpoke 
*  thefe  words.,  than,    in  fpite  of  the 
*  iiunger 
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4  hunger  that  devoured  me,  my  appe- 
'  tite  forfook  me  all  of  a  fudden.     I 

*  took  it   in  my  head  that  I  had  eaten 
'  of   a    pretended  rabbit,    and    could 

*  no  longer  look  at  the  ragout    with- 
4  out  making  wry  faces.     My  coni- 

*  panion  did  not  cure  me  of  this  con- 

*  jecture,  when    he  told  me,    that   it 

*  was  a  common  thing  among  the  inn- 
'  keepers    of   Spain,    as   well    as    the 
4  paltry-cooks,  to  fubftitute  that  quid 

*  fr&   quo.     This  difcourfe,  you   ice, 

*  was  vjury  conibling  5  and  therefore  I 

*  had  not  the  leuft  inclination  to  return 

*  to  the  ngout,  nor  even  to  touch  the 

*  roait  nr-eat,    left  the  mutton   might 

*  be  as  much  fophilticated  as  the  rab- 

*  bit.     1  role  from  table,  curfinjj   the 
4  ragout,  the   landlord,  and   his  inn  ; 
4  and,    lying   down    again    upon    my 
«•  iettee,  paiTtd   the    reft  of  the  night 

*  more   quietly  than    I   had   expccU-ii. 

*  Next  morning    early,    after   having 

*  paid  the  landlord  as  handfomely  as  if 

*  I  had  been  extremely  well  treated,  I 

*  departed  from  Jilefcas,  ray1  i  magma  - 

*  tion  itill  ib  full  of  the  ragout,  that  I 
4  fancied    evuy    animal   which   I  law 

*  was  a  cat. 

*  I    arrived   in   good   time   at    Ma- 

*  drid,  where,    as  ibon    as  I   had  fa- 
4  tisfied  my    earner,   I    hired  a    ini.itl 
c  room  near  the  Sun-gate.     Mine  eyes, 

*  though  accuilomed  to  quality,  were 

*  dazzled   by    the  great  conccurie  of 

*  noblemen    who    ufually  appeared  in 

*  the  court-end  of  the  town.     1  admir- 
4  fed  the  prodigious  quantity  of  coaches, 

*  and  t!ie   innntte  number  of    gentle- 

*  men,  pages,  and  lacquies,  who  at- 

*  tended  the  great.      My   admiration 

*  reduuhle-d,  when,  going  to  the  king's 
'  levee,  I   beheld  that  monarch    iur- 

*  rounded    by   his   courtiers.      I   was 
4  charmed  at  the  light,  and  laid  within 

*  niyfelf,  "  I  am  no  longer  Unprized 
4t  at  what  I  luve  heard,  that  onecan- 
*'  not  pollibly   conceive  the  magnifi- 
"  cence  ot  the  court  of  Madrid,  with* 
4C  out  tain:.!,  :»:i    tye-witnels   of   it  :    I 
*'  am  overjoyed  at  my  coming  hither, 
*'  wheie  I  torefee  I  fhall  be  able  to  do 
4<  fomctlm-g."     All  that  I  co1.. 

*  form,  however,    was    to   contract    a 
4  few    un profitable   acquaint. u 

4  gi;uiu,;ily  i|>ent  all  my  money,  and 
4  thought  niyfe-lf  very  lucky  u:  having 

*  an  opportunity  of  bellowing  my  felt 

*  with  ail  my  merit,  upon  a  pedant  of 
«  Salamanca;,  whom  a  family-affair  had 


*  brought  to  Madrid,  where  he  was 
'  born,  and  with  whom    I  grew  ac- 
'  qiuiinted  by  accident.     I  becanie  his 

*  faftotum  }  and,  when  he  returned  to 

*  the  univerfity,  followed  him  thither. 
*  The  name  of  my  new  patron  was 

4  Don  Ignacio  de  Ipjgna.    He  aflfumed 

*  the  Don,  bccaufe  he   had  been  pre- 
«  ceptor  to  a  duke,  who,  by  way  of  re- 

*  compence,   fettled  upon  him  a  pen- 
e  fion  for  life  $  he  enjoyed  another  as 

*  emeritus  profeflbr  of  the  colkge  j  and 
f  he   drew  yearly  from  the  publick  a 

*  revenue  of  two  or  three  hundred  pi- 

*  Itoles,  by  the  books  of  dogmatical 

*  morality  which    he    printed.      The 
4  manner  in  winch  he  compoled    his 
'  works  well  deferves  honourable  men-. 
c  tion.     He  fpent  almott  all  the  day  in 
'  reading  Hebrew,  Greek,   and  Latin 

*  authors,  and  in  writing  upon  fir.all 
*"  fqnares  of  paper  each  apothegm  or 
'  brilliant  thought  which  he  met  with. 

*  As  thefe  fquares  were  filled,  he  em» 

*  ployed  me  to  firing  them  upon  wire4 
t.  in  form  of  a  garland,  and  each  gar- 

*  land  made  a  volume.    What  a  world 

*  of  bad  books  did  we  conapofe !  every 
4  month  almoft  we    finifhed  two  vo- 

*  lumes,    and    immediately   the   prefs 
'  groaned  with  them.    What  was  molk 
'  furprizing,    he    publiflied   thefe  his 

*  compilings  as  performances  entirely 
4  new  5    and   if   the   criticks    thought 
{  proper  to  upbraid   him  with  having 
'  pillaged  the  ancients,   he  would  an- 
'  Iwer  with   moft  haughty  afTurance, 
4(  Furto  leziamur  in  ipfe." 

1  He  was  alfo  a  great  commentator; 
4  and  there  was  fo  much  erudition  in 

*  his  annotations,  that   he  frequently 
4  made  remarks  on  things  fcarce  wor- 

*  thy  to  be  obferved  ;  and   fometimes 
4  wrote  upon  his  paper-fquarts  paflutgea 
1  from  Heliod,  and  other  author 

'  little    to   the   purpofe.     That    I  im- 

*  proved  my  undei  Handing  in  t!ic  fer- 
4  vice  of  this  virtuofu,  it  would  be  un- 

*  grateful  in  me  to  deny.     I  brought 

*  my  hand-writing   to  perfection  by 

*  dint  of  tranfcribing  his  works;   and 
4  as,  in  treating  me  hke  a  pupil,  rather 
4   ihiiii  a  valet,    l,o   took   care  to  culti- 
«  vate  my  capacity,  tie  was   alfo  far 
«.  from  neglecting  my  morals.     "  Sci- 
44  pio,"  he  woukl  fay,  when  he  heard 

*  of  any  piece  cf  knavery  committed 

*  by  a    fervant,  "  beware,   my  child, 
"  of  following  the  bad  example  of  that 
«*  rojuej  a  valet  ought  to  fcrve  his  ma- 

««.  Iter 
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51  fter  with  equal  fidelity  and  zeal."  In. 

*  a  word,  Don  Ignacio  loft  no  occafion 

<  of  inculcating  virtue  in  me;  and  his 
'  exhortations  had  fuch  good  effect  that 
'  I  was  never  in  the  leait  tempted  to 
'  play  him  a  trick  during  the  fifteen 
«  months  which  I  ipeht  in  his  houfe. 

*  I  have  already  obferved,  that  Dr» 

*  de  Ipigna  was  originally  of  Madrid, 
«  where  he  had  a  kinl woman  called  Ca- 
'  talina,  chamber-maid  to  the  prince's 

*  nurfe.     This  waiting-maid,  who  is 
«  the  lame  whom  I  fince  made  ufe  of 
'  to  procure  Signior  de  Santillane's  en- 

*  largement  from  the  tower  of  SegOr 

*  via,  being  defirous  of  doing  a  good 
«  office  for  Don  Ignacio,  engaged  her 
4  miftrefs  to  a(k  a  benefice  for  him  from 

*  the  Duke  of  Lerma.     That  minilter 
'  granted   him   a   nomination  to  the 
'  archdeaconry  of  Grenada,  which  be- 

*  ing  a  conquered  country,  is   in  the 
'  gift  of  the  king.     We  fet  out  for 
'  Madrid,  asfoorTas  we  learned  this 
'  piece  of  news,  the  doctor  intending 
'  to  thank  his  bencfactreflTes  before  he 

*  departed  to  Grenada.     I  had  more 

*  than  one  opportunity   of  feeing  and 

*  fpeaking  to  Catalina,  who  wus  pleaf- 

*  ed  with  my  eafy  air  and   gay  dii'po- 
'  fition.    For  my  part,  I  found  her  fo 

*  much  to  my  liking,  that  I  could  not 

*  Uelp  making  fuitable  returns  to  the 
'  littie  marks  of  friendfliip  which  the 
'  beftowed  upon  me.  In  fine,  we  con- 

*  tracted  a  mutual  attachm«nt.—  For- 
'  give  this  confeflion,  my  dear  Bea- 
'  trice  :  as  I  believed  you  falfe,  that 
'  miftake  ought  to  fcreen  me  from  your 
«  reproaches. 

*  Meanwhile  Dr.  Don  Ignacio,  pre- 
'  paring  for  his  departure  to  Grenada, 

*  his  relation  and  I,  frightened  at  the 
'  feparation  that  threatened  us,    had 
'  recourfe  to  an  expedient  which  pre- 
'  ferved  us  from  that  misfortune.     I 

*  feigned  myfelf  fick,  complained  of 
'  my  head  and  brealt,  and  affected  all 
'  the  fymptoms  of  a  moll  violent  dif- 
«  temper.     My  mafter  called  a  phyfi- 
'  cian,  who  having  examined  me  with 
'  care,  fincerely  owned  that  my  dif- 
'  temper  was  a  very  ferious  matter  ; 

<  and  that,  in  all  likelihood,  I  fhould 
(  keep  my  chamber  a  long  time. 

*  The  doctor,    impatient  to  be  at 
'  his  cathedral,  did  not  think  proper 
'  to  delay  his  departure,  but  took  an- 
'  other  young  man  into  his   fervice, 

*  leaving  me  to  the  care  of  a  nurfe, 
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with  whom  he  depofited  a  furn  o£ 
money,  to  defray  the  expence  of  my 
funeral  if  I  fltould  die,  or  to  recom- 
penfe  my  fervice  if  I  fliould  recover 
of  my  difeafe.  As  foon  as  I  under- 
flood  that  Don  Ignacio  was  gone, 
all  my  complaints  vanimed.  I  got 
out  of  bed,  difmifled  my  phyftcian 
who  had  fo  much  penetration,  and 
got  rid  of  my  nurfe,  who  (lole  more 
than  half  of  the  money  with  which 
(he  had  been  entrusted  in  my  behalf* 
While  I  acted  this  part,  Catalina 
performed  another  with  her  miliref* 
Donna  Anna  de  Guerva,  whom,  by 
pel-funding  her  that  I  was  admirable 
in  intrigues,  me  induced  to  -chufe 
me  for  one  of  her  agents.  Madam 
Nurfe,  whom  her  avarice  always  ftU 
mulated  to  new  undertakings,  hav- 
ing occafion  for  fuch  people,  receiv- 
ed me  into  her  family,  and  in  a  littie 
time  put  my  abilities  to  the  proof. 
She  gave  me  commiflions  which  re- 
quired fome  addrefs  ;  and,  without 
vanity,  I  did  not  acquit  myfelf  amifst 
wherefore  (he  was  as  well  pleafed 
with  me  as  I  had  caufe  to  be  difla- 
tisfied  with  her.  This  lady  was  fo 
covetous,  that  me  would  not  allow 
me  the  leaft  mare  of  the  fruits  which 
(he  reaped  from  my  induftry  and 
trouble.  She  imagined,  that  me  a6t- 
ed  with  great  generoiity  in  paying 
my  wages  punctually.  This  excels 
of  avarice  would  have  foon  induced 
me  to  quit  her  fervice,  had  I  not 
been  retained  by  the  affection  of  Ca- 
talina, which  kindling  every  day 
more  and  more,  (he  propofed,  in  a 
formal  manner,  that  I  mould  take 
her  to  wife. 

"  Softly,  my  dear,"  faid  I  ;  "  that 
'  ceremony  can't  be  performed  be- 
'  tween    us  fo  foon.     I  muft  firfl  be 
'  convinced  of  the  death  of  a  young 
woman  who  got  the  (tart  of  you,  and 
to  whom  (for  my  fins)  I  am  mar- 
*  ried.''  — "  Not  you,  indeed,"  re- 
plied  Catalina;  "you  only   fay  fo 
to  conceal,  in  a  polite  manner,  the 
reluctance  vou  have  to  wed  me." 
In    vain  did   I   proteft  that  1  fpoke 
the  truth.    She  looked  upon  my  fin- 
cere  contefiion  as  a  (hift ;  and,  being 
offended   at    it,  changed  her   beha- 
viour towards  me.  We  did  not  quar- 
rel j  but  bur  correfpondence  vifibly 
coulled,  aaid   \ve  no  longer  retained 
for  one  auotherany  other  fentiments 
«  than 
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4  than   thofe  of  decency  and  common 
«  regard. 

«  At  this  juncture,  I  heard  that  Sig- 
'  nior  Gil  Bias  de  Santillane,  lectv- 
«  fary  to  the  prime-minifter  of  the 

*  Spanifh    monarchy,    wanted    a    lac- 

*  quey  ;  and  this  place  flattered  me  the 

*  more,  as  it  was  repieiented  the  moil 

*  agreeable  one  that   I  could    pofTefs. 
«'  Signior  de  Santillane,"  laid  people 

*  to  me,   tf  is  a  perfort  beloved  by  the 
**  Duke  of  Lerma,  and  of  confequence 
"  cannot  fail  of  pufhing  his  fortune  a 
*'  great  way  :  belides,  he  is  very  ge- 
*'  nerotis  j    fo  that,  in   managing  his 
44  affairs,  yon  will  effectually  improve 
"  your  own/'     I  did  not  neglect  this 

*  opportunity.     I   went  immediately, 

*  and  prefented  myfelf  to  Signior  Git 

*  Bias,  for  whom  at  firft  fight  I  found 
4  a  growing  inclination,  and  who  ad- 

*  mitted  me  into  his  fervice  on  account 

*  of  my  phyfiognomy.     I  did  not  he- 

*  fitate  on  quitting  the  nurfe  for  him  ; 
«  and,  if  it  pleafe  Heaven,  he  fhall  be 

*  my  laft  matter.' 

Here  Scipio  finifhed  his  hiftory ; 
then  addrefling  himfelf  to  me,  *  Sig- 
«  nior  de  Santillane,'  faid  he,  (  pray 


witnefs  for  me  to  thefe  ladies,  that 
you  have  always  found  me  a  zealous 
and  faithful  iervant.  I  have  need 
of  your  teftimony  to  perfuade  them 
that  the  fon  of  Cofcolina  has  purged 
his  morals,  and  that  virtuous  fenti- 
ments  have  fucceeded  his  vicious  in- 
clination.'' 

«  Yes,'  ladies,'  faid  I,  l  this  is 
what  T  can  anl'wer  for  :  if  Scipio,  in 
his  childhood,  was  a  realpicaro,  he 
has  corrected  his  conduit  fo  well 
fmce  thnt  time,  that  he  is  now  the 
model  of  a  perfecl  fervant.  Far 
from  having  caufe  to  blame  his  be- 
haviour towards  me,  I  mult  own 
that  I  lie  under  great  obligations  to 
him.  The  night  on  which  I  was  ap- 
prehended, to  be  carried  to  the  tower 
of  Segovia,  he  faved  from  pillage 
and  fecured  a  part  of  my  effects, 
which  he  might  have  appropriated  to 
himfelf  with  impunity.  He  not  on- 
ly preferved  my  money,  but  aifo, 
through  pure  friendfhip,  came  and 
fliut  himfelf  up  with  me  in  prifon, 
preferring  the  melancholy  pleafure 
of  fliaring  my  forrows  to  all  the 
charms  of  liberty.* 
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CHAP.    I. 

GIL  BLAS  IS  OVERWHELMED  WITH 
JOY,  WHICH  IS  DISTURBED  BY 
A  MELANCHOLY  EVENT.  SUCH 
CHANGES  HAPPEN  AT  COURT, 
AS  INDUCE  SANTILLANE  TO  GO 
THITHER  AGAIN. 

r*'*/^,.  Have  already  obferved, 
\^  T  that  there  was  great  har- 

jf  I  <{£  moriy  between  Antonia 
rf  \j  and  Beatrice;  the  iaft  be- 

\^r*Vg-»^  ingufed  to  live  likeafub- 
mifiive  waiting;  -  woman, 
and  the  other  habituating  herfelf  to  acl 
the  miftrefs.  Scipio  and  I  were  huf- 
bands  of  too  much  gallantry,  and  too 
well  beloved  by  our  wives,  to  be  long 
without  children  :  they  grew  pregnant 
almoft  at  the  fame  time.  Beatrice,  who 
was  the  firft  delivered,  brought  into 
the  world  a  girl  ;  and  a  few  days  af- 
ter, Antonia  crowned  my  happinefs  in 
bringing  forth  a  boy.  I  lent  my  fecre- 
tary  to  Valencia  with  this  piece  of  news 
for  the  governor,  who  came  to  LJrias 
\vith  Seraphina,  and  the  Marchionefs 
0f  PJiego,  to  (land  godmothers  to  the 


children,  being  pleafed  to  add  this  to- 
ken of  affeclion  to  thofe  I  had  already- 
received.  My  fon,  whofe  godfather 
and  godmother  wefe  that  nobleman. 
and  the  marchionefs,  was  chriitened 
Alphonib  j  and  my  lady  governeis, 
willing  that  I  mould  have  the  honour 
of  being  doubly  her  goflip,  ftcod  wifK 
me  for  Scipio's  daughter,  to  whom  we 
gave  the  name  of  Seraphina. 

Not  only  the  people  of  my  family 
were  rejoiced  at  the  birth  of  my  fort, 
the  inhabitants  of  Lirias  likewife  cele- 
brated it  by  feafts  5  which  fliewed  that 
the  whole  village  partook  of  their  ma- 
tter's pleafure.  But,  alas!  our  rejoic- 
ings were  not  of  long  duration  ;  or  ra- 
ther, they  were  all  of  a  fudden  con- 
verted into  groans,  complaints,  and 
lamentations,  by  an  event  which  more 
than  twenty  years  have  not  been  able 
to  make  me  forget,  and  which  will 
ever  be  prelcnt  to  my  thoughts  :  my 
fort  died;  and  his  mother,  though  fafely 
delivered,  foon  followed  him  ;  a  vio- 
lent fever  robbed  me  of  my  dear  wife, 
fourteeri  months  after  we  had  becri 
married  !  Let  the  reader  conceive,  if 
poflible>  the  forrow  with  which  I  was 
fcized.  I  fell  into  a  ftate  of  ihipid  de- 
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jeftion  ;  and  felt  my  lofs  fo  much, 
that  I  feemed  quite  infenlible.  I  was 
in  this  condition  five  or  fix  days,  during 
which  I  would  take  no  fuftenunce; 
and,  had  it  not  been  for  Scipio,  I  be- 
lieve I  mould  either  h:ive  let  myielf 
die  of  hunger,  or  have  loll  my  renfon 
entirely;  but  that  dexterous  Secretary 
found  means  to  beguile  my  grief  by 
conforming  himfelf  to  it;  he  made  me 
fwallovv  broths,  by  the  art  of  prefent- 
ing  them  with  fuch  a  mortified  look, 
as  if  he  gave  them,  not  fo  much  with  a 
view  of  prefrrving  my  life,  as  of  mill- 
ing my  ?ffli6tion. 

This  affectionate  fervant  having  writ- 
ten to  Don  Alphonio  an  account  of 
my  misfortune,  and  the  deplorable  litu- 
ation  in  which  I  was,  that  tender  and 
compaflionate  nobleman,  that  generous 
friend,  repaired  immediately  to  Lirias. 
I  cannot,  without  being  melted,  recal 
the  moment  in  which  he  prefented  him- 
felf to  my  view:  '  My  dear  Santillane!' 
laid  he,  embracing  me,  *  I  am  not 
«  come  hither  to  confole  you;  I  am 
'  come  to  mourn  with  you  for  Anto- 
'  nia,  as  you  would  mourn  with  me, 
'  had  Fate  robbed  me  of  my  Seraphina/ 
In  effect,  he  (bed  tears,  and  mingled  his 
fi°fhs  with  mine:  fo  that,  overwhelm- 
ed as  I  was  with  Ibrrow,  I  had  a  lively 
ienfe  of  Don  Alphonfo's  goodnefs. 

This  governor  having  had  a  long  con- 
ference with  Scipio  about  the  means  of 
vanquishing  my  grief,  they  concluded 
that  J  mult,  for  fome  time,  be  removed 
from  Lirias,  where  every  thing  recall- 
ed inceflantly  to  my  mind  the  image 
of  my  poor  Antonia.  Upon  this,  Don 
Caefar's  fon  propofed  to  carry  me  with 
him  to  Valencia,  and  my  fecretary  fe- 
conded  him  fo  well,  that  I  yielded  to 
his  propofal.  I  left  Scipio  and  his 
wife  at  m\  houfe,  every  part  of  which, 
imVed,  fcrvcd  only  to  increafe  my 
affliction,  and  fet  out  with  the  gover- 
ns. When  I  arrived  at  Valencia, 
Don  Csei.tr  and  his  d  iughter-in-lavv 
fpared  nothing  to  divert  my  chagrin  ; 
they  entertained  me  by  turns  with  all 
the  amufements  that  ;ceined  proper  to 
di.,^1  it;  but,  in  fpite  of  all  their  en- 
deav jurs,  I  continued  3s  much  as  ever 
plunged  in  ;he  molt  profound  rneian- 
cholv.  It  was  not  Scipio's  fault  that 
I  (';d  not  r-jfume  my  tranquil lity  :  he 
came  off.-n  from  Lirias  to  Valencia,  to 
know  how  I  was,  and  returned  lad  or 


gay  as  he  perceived  me  more  or  lefs  dif- 
poled  to  receive  confolation. 

One  morning,  entering  my  chamber, 
'  Sir,'    faid  he,   with  great  emotion, 

*  there  is  a  report  in  the  city  which  in- 
c  tereits  the  whole  kingdom  j  it  is  faid 
'  that  Philip  the  Third  is  no  more,  and 

*  that  the  prince  his  Ion  is  now  vipon 
'  the  throne :   nay,  more,'  added  he, 
'   that  the  Cardinal  Duke  of  Lerma  has 
'  loft  his  port ;  that  he  is  even  forbid 
«  the  court ;  and  that  Don  Gafpard  de 
'  Guzman,  Count  d'Olivarez,  is  now 
'  prime-minifter.'     I  felt  myfelf  agi- 
tated by  this  piece  of  news,  without 
knowing  wherefore;  and    Scipio  per- 
ceiving it,  afked  if  I  was  any  how  af- 
fected  by  this  great  change.     *  Why 
'   fhould  it  a  ft  eft  me,  my  child  ?'  faid  I; 

*  I  have  quitted  the  court,  and  ought 
'  to    look  with   indifference  upon   all 
'  the  changes  that  can  happen  there.' 

'  For  a  man  of  your  age,'  replied 
the  ion  of  Cofcolina,  *  you  are  very 

*  much  detached  from  the  world  j  were 
'  I  in   your  place,    I  fhould  have  a 

*  longing  defire  to  go  to  Madrid,  and 
'  mew  my  face  to  the  young  monarch, 
'  to  fee  if  he  would  remember  me: 

*  this   is  a  pleafure  in  which  I  would 

*  indulge    myfelf.'  — «    I    underftand 
«  thee,'  faid  I;   «  thou  wouldft   have 
'  me  return  to  court,  and  try  Fortune 
'  anew,  or  rather  to  grow  ambitious 

*  and  covetous  again.' — '  Why  mould 

*  your  morals  be  corrupted  ?'  anfwer- 
ed  Scipio  :   '  have  more  confidence  in, 
'  your  own  virtue;  I  will  anfwer  for 

*  your  conduct  j    the  wholefome  re- 
'  flections  which  you  made  upon  the 
'  court  during  your  difgrace  will  fcreen 

*  you  from  the  perils  of  it :  re-embark 

*  boldly   upon   a  fea,    the  (helves    of 

*  which   you  are  fo  well    acquainted 
'  with.' — '  Peace,  flatterer!'  faid  I,  in- 
terrupting him  with  a  fmile  j  '  art  thou 

*  tired  of  feeing  me  lead  a  quiet  life  ? 

*  I  thought  thou   hadft  a  greater   re- 

*  gard  for  niy  repofe.' 

In  this  part  of  our  converfation,Don 
Caefar  and  his  fon  coming  in,  confirmed 
the  news  of  the  king's  death,  as  well 
as  the  Duke  of  Lei  ma's  misfortune  j 
they  moreover  told  me,  that  this  mini- 
iler  having  aiked  leave,  to  return  to 
Rome,  it  was  refufed ;  and  he  was  or- 
dcud  to  repair  tu  his  marquifatc  at 
Denia:  then,  as  if  they  had  been  in 
concert  with  my  fecretary,  they  ad- 

vifed 
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vifed  me  to  go  Madrid,  and  prefent 
rnylelf  to  the  new  king,  fince  I  was 
known  to  him,  and  had  even  done  him 
fuch   fervice  as  the  great  always  re- 
compenfe  with  pleafure.    '  As  for  my 
part,'  laid  Don  Alphonfo,  '  I  don't 
doubt  but  he  will  be  grateful ;  and 
that  Philip  the  Fourth  will  pay  the 
debts  of  the  Prince  of  Spain.'—*  I 
am  of  the  fame  opinion,'  faid  Don 
Cael'ar  j  '  and  look  upon  Santillane's 
journey  to  court  as  an  occafion  for 
him  to  arrive  at  great  preferment.' 
«  Truly,  gentlemen,'  cried  I,  '  you 
don't  confulerwhat  you  fay;  to  hear 
you,  one  would  think  I  had  nothing 
to  do  but  repair  to  Madrid,  in  order 
to  have  the  golden  key,  or  fome  go- 
vernment, conferred  upon  me  :  you 
are  miftaken  ;  I  am,  on  the  contrary, 
perfuaded  that  the  king  would  take 
no  notice  of  my  perfon,  were  I  to 
prefent  myfelf  to   his   view  :  but  I 
will  do  it,  if  you  defire,  in  order  to 
difabufe    you.'      The    noblemen   of 
Leyva  took  me  at  my  word,  and    I 
could  not  help  promifmg  that  I  would 
immediately  let  out  for  Madrid.     As 
foon  as  my  fecretary  faw  me  determined 
on  the  journey,  he  felt  an  immoderate 
joy :  he  imagined    that   I    mould  no 
iboner  appear  before  the  new  monarch 
than  that  prince  would  diftinguifh  me 
in  the  crowd,  and  load  me  with  ho- 
nours and  wealth  :  thereupon,  feeding 
his  fancy  with  the  mod  fplendid  chi- 
meras,  he  raifed  me  to  the  firrt  offices 
of  the  ftate,  and  preferred  himfelf  by 
the  help  of  my  elevation. 

I  got  ready,  therefore,  to  return  to 
court}  not  with  a  view  of  facrificing 
again  to  Fortune,  but  to  fatisfy  Don 
Cael'ar  and  his  fon,  who  imagined  that 
I  mould  foon  poflefs  the  favour  of  my 
fovereign.  True  it  is,  I  myfelf  felt  at 
bottom  fome  defire  of  trying  if  the 
young  prince  would  know  me  again  : 
attracted  by  this  emotion  of  curiofity, 
without  hope  or  defign  of  reaping  any 
advantage  from  the  new  reign,  I  de- 
parted with  Scipio  for  Madrid,  leaving 
the  care  of  my  houfe  to  Beatrice,  who 
was  an  excellent  ceconomift. 

CHAP.     II. 

'GIL  BLAS  ARRIVES  AT  MADRID, 
AND  APPEARS  AT  COURT  3  THE 
KING  REMEMBERS  AND  RECOM- 
HIM  TO  HIS  PRIME- 


MINISTER.      THE  CONSEQUENCE 
OF    THAT   RECOMMENDATION. 

WE  gained  Madrid  in  lefs  than 
eight  days,  Don  Alphonfo  hav- 
ing accommodated  us  with  two  of  his 
beft  horfes,  that  we  might  make  the 
greater  difpatch  ;  and  we  alighted  at 
a  furnifhed  houfe  where  I  lodged  be- 
fore, belonging  to  Vincent  Forrcro, 
my  old  landlord,  who  was  very  glad  to 
fee  me  again. 

As   this   was  a  man  who    piqued 
himfelf  upon  knowing  every  thing  that 
happened,  both  at   court  and    city,  I 
afked  if  there  was  any  thing  new.    «A 
great  many  things/   anfwered   he : 
fince   the   death    of  Philip  III.  the 
friends  and  partizans  of  the  Cardinal 
Duke  of  Lerma  have  bettirred  them- 
felve.s  to  maintain  his  eminence  in 
the  miniilry;   but  their  efforts  have 
been    ineffectual  :    the  Count  d'Oli- 
varez  has  got  the  better  of  them  all. 
It  is  faid,  that  Spain  lofes  nothing 
by  the   change,    and  that  the  new 
prime- mini  tier  has  a  genius  of  fuch 
vaft  extent,  that  he  is  able  to  govern 
the  whole  world :    Heaven  preferve 
him  !     What  is  certain/  added  he, 
is,  that  the  people  have  conceived  the 
highelt  opinion  of  his  capacity  j  and 
we  fhall  fee,  in  the  end,  whether  the 
Duke  of  Lerma's  place  is  well  or  ill 
fupplied.'  Forrero  having  thus  opt  ti- 
ed,  gave  me   an   account  of  all  the 
changes  which  had  been  made  at  court 
fince  the  Count  d'Olivarez  fleered  the 
helm  of  the  monarchy. 

Two  days  after  my  arrival  at  Ma- 
drid, I  went  to  court  in  the  afternoon, 
and  put  myfelf  in  the  king's  way,  as 
he  went  into  his  clofet :  but  he  did  not 
look  at  me.  I  returned  next  day  to 
the  fame  place,  but  was  not  more  for- 
tunate. The  third  time,  he  calt  hi$ 
eye  upon  me  as  he  pafied,  but  fee/ned 
to  take  no  notice  of  my  perfon  ;  where- 
upon I  came  to  a  determination,  and 
faid  to  Scipio,  who  accompanied  me, 

*  Thou  feeit  that  the  king  does  not  re.r 
'  member  mej  or,  if  he  does,  has  nr> 
'  mind  to  renew  the  acquaintance :  I 
'  believe  it  will  not  be  amifs  torus  to 
'  fet  out  upon  our  return  to  Valencia, 
— '  Not  fo  fait,  Sir,'  replied  my  ftcre- 
tary  ;  *  you  know  better  than  I,  that 
4  fuccefs  at  court  is  only  to  be  obtain- 

*  ed  by  patience  :  don't  ceafe  mewing 

*  yourfelf  to    trie  phnce  j  by  dint  of 

Z  z  i  «  per- 
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perfeverance  in  appearing  before  him 
you  will  oblige  him  to  confirier  you 
more  attentively,  and  to  recognize 
the  features  of  his  agent  with  the 
fair  Catalina.' 

That  Scipio  might  have  nothing  to 
reproach  me  with,  I  had  the  com(>la:- 
fance  to  continue  the  fame  conduct 
during  three  weeks  ;  and  one  day,  at 
length,  the  monarch,  llruck  with  my 
appearance,  ordered  me  to  be  called 
in  ;  and  I  entered  his  clofet,  not  with- 
out great  diforder  to  find  my/elf  tete  fi 
tcte  with  my  lovereign.  *  Who  are 

*  you?'  laid  he  j    *  I   remember  your 

*  face,    but    cannot  recollect   where  I 

*  have  feen  you.' — '  Sir,1  anfwered  I, 
trembling,     *  I    had  the    honour   to 

*  conduit    your    majefty    one     rii  ,ht, 

*  with   the   Count  de  Lnnos,    to   the 

*  houie  of '     '  Oh!   I  remember 

*  it,'  laid  the  prince,  interrupting  me, 
'  you  was   fecretary  to    the   Duke  of 
'  Lerma,  and,  if  I   an;  not  rruitaken, 

*  your  name  is  Santillane.     I  have  not 

*  forgot  that  you  ferved  me  with  abun- 
'  dance  of  zeal  on  the  occafion,  and 
'  that  you  was  very  ill  rewarded    for 

*  your  pains:   was  not  you  imprifon- 
«  ed  for  that  adventure?' — '  Yes,  Sir\ 
laid  I ;     «  I   -was    fix   months   in    the 

*  tower  of  Segovia,  from  whence  you;1 

*  goodnefs   delivered    me.1—'  That/ 
anfwered  he,  *  does  not  acquit  me  of 

*  the  obligttion  ;   it  is  not  enough  to 

*  fct  you  at  liberty,  I  ought  to  rccom- 

*  penfe  you  for  the  misfortune  which 

*  you  furTcred  for  love  of  me.1 

Juft  as  the  prince  had  pronounced 
thefe  words,  the  Count  d'Olivarez  en- 
tered the  clofet.  A  favourite  takes 
umbrage  nt  every  thing  :  he  was  alto- 
niihed  to  find  a  ttranger  there  5  and  the 
king  redoubled  his  furprize,  in  faying 
to  Kim,  '  Count,  I  recommend  this 
'  young  man  to  you;  employ  him  in 

*  fome   mape  or  other,  and   take  cam 
'  of  his  advancement.*     The  minifter 
rffccled  to  receive  this  order  with  a,  gra- 
cious look,  eyeing  me  from  hca.d  to  foot, 
and  very  anxious  to  know -who  I  was.. 
'  Go,  friend,'  laid  the  monarch  tome, 
making  a  fign   for  me  to  retire  j   «  the 

*  count  will  nut  fail  to  employ  you  \\\ 

*  an  advantageous  manner,    b'oth   foj- 
'  juy  fei  vice  and  y.jur  own  intereil/ 

I    immediately   quitted    the    clofet, 


and  rejoined  thefon  of  Cofcolina,  \vho, 
extremely  impatient  to  know  what  the 
king  had    laid  to  me,  remained  in  the 
ufmoft  agitation.     He-  a  Iked  me  forth- 
with, whether  we  muft  return  to  Va- 
lencia or  ftay  at  court.    *  Thou  fhalt 
'   judge,'  faid    I:    then    I   ovuv. 
ed  him  with  joy,  in  recounting  to  him, 
word  for  word,   the  fliort  converfation 
which  I  had  with  the  king.      *  JVJy  dear 
1  mailer,'  laid    Scipio  to  me,  when  he 
heard  it,   '  will  you  diftrult  my  alma- 
nacks again  ?  Confefs  that  the  Lords 
of  Leyva  and  J    were  not   to  blame, 
in   exhorting   you  to  take  a   trip   to 
Madrid.     I   already  fre  you  in  fome 
eminent  poll  j   you  will  become  the 
Calderona  of  Count  d  Olivaiez.' — • 
That  is  not  at  all  what  1  wifli/  laid 
,  interrupting  him  ;   «  I  have  no  am- 
bition for  a  pUicc  wiiich  isenvirone4 
with  fo   many  precipices.     I  would 
rather  have  an  employment  in  which 
I  mould   have  no  occafion  to  do  in- 
juftice,  or  carry  on  a  fhameful  traf- 
fick  of  my  prince's  favour  :   after  the 
ufe  I  made  of  my  paft  credit,  I  can- 
not be    too  much    upon   my   guard 

againft   avarice  and  ambition/ 

Come,    Sir/    replied   my    fecretary. 
the  minifter  will  give  you  fome  good 
polt,  which    you    may    fill    without 
ceafmg  to  be  an  honelt  man.1 
More  urged  by  Scipio  than  by  my 
own  curiofity,  I  went  next  day  to  thi 
houfe  of  Count  d'Olivarez  berore  fun- 
rife  ;  having  been  informed,  that  every 
morning,  in  fummer  and  winter*  he  gay  6 
audience  by  candle-light.     I  modeftly 
took   my  ftation  in    the  coiner  of  the 
hall,  from  whence  I  narrowly  obferved 
the    count   when   he  appeared  j   for    I 
had  but  a  1  up  erf  ki.il   view   of  him   in 
the  king's    cloiei  :    he  was  taller  thafl 
the  middle-lize,  and  might  have  paffed 
for  a  fat  man  in  a  country  where  we 
fee  none  almott  but  1  i  j  his 

(boulders  were  fo  high,  that  I  thought: 
him  hunch-backed,  though  he  was  not 
fo ;  his  head,  which  was  extremJy 
large,  hung  down  upon  his  I; 
his  hair  was  black  and  Ihjight,  hi;; 
vifagc  ioji^,  lus  coro.plexion Qt anojiv.5 
colour,  his  mouth  iunk  in,  and  his 
chin  peaked  and  turned  upwards  at  the 
end  '. 

AH  this  together  could  not  make  a 


*   Jt  vvus  likely,  on  account  of  his  difadvan'-^cons  fi^mc,  that  lie  £env. 
(hence  fioia  liis  couch,  yr  K'teivcd  people  i;ttin-. 

very 
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very  hand&me  appearance  ;  neverthe- 
Ids,  as  I  believed  him  to  be  well  dif- 
pofed  towards  me,  I  looked  upon  him 
with  a  favourable  eye,  and  even  found 
him  agreeable.  True  it  is,  he  treated 
every  body  with  an  affable  and  pleafant 
air,  and  very  gracioufly  received  the 
memorials  which  wet  eprefented  to  him; 
and  this  Teemed  to  fupply  the  place  of  a 
good  perfon.  Meanwhile,  when  I  ad- 
vanced in  my  turp  to  falute  him,  and 
make  myfelf  known,  he  darted  a  rude 
and  threatening  look  at  me  j  then  turn- 
ing his  back,  without  deigning  to  hear 
me,  returned  into  his  clofet.  I  now 
thought  him  more  ugly  than  he  was 
naturally,  went  out  of  the  hall  very 
much  confounded  at  fuch  an  unfavour- 
able reception,  and  did  not  know  what 
to  think  of  the  matter. 

Having  rejoined  Scipid,  who  waited 
for  me  at  the  door,  *  Dolt  th'ou  know/ 
faid  I,  '  what  reception  I  have  met 
with  ?'— '  No,'  anfwered  he  ;  «  but 
it  is  not  difficult  to  guefs :  themi- 
nifler,  ready  to  conform  himielf  to 
the  pleafure  of  his  prince,  has  doubt- 
lefs  offered  you  ibme  confiderabie 
employment.'1 — •  There  you  are  mi f- 
taken,'  I  replied  ;  telling  him  at  the 
fame  time  in  what  manner  I  had  been 
received.  Having  liftened  attentively, 
he  faid,  'The  count  muft  have  forgot 
*  you,  or  miftaken  you  for  fomebody 
'  elfe  ;  I  adviie  you  to  wait  on  him 
'  again,  and  I  am  fure  he  will  treat 
'  you  with  another  fort  of  look.'  I 
followed  my  fecretary's  advice,  and 
prefented  mylelf  the  fecond  time  before 
the  minifter,  who  treated  meftili  worfe 
thart  at  firit,  frowned  at  me  as  if  the 
fight  of  me  had  given  him  pain,  turned 
his  eyes  another  way,  and  retired  with- 
out (peaking  one  word. 

I  was  touched  to  the  quick  by  his 
behaviour,  and  tempted  to  depart  im- 
mediately for  Valencia  i  but  this.  Scipip 
*iid  not  fail  to  oppofe,  being  unwilling 
to  renounce  the  hopes  which  he  had 
conceived.  «  Doft  them  not  fee,'  faid 
I  to  him,  <  that  the  count  wants  to  re- 
move me  from  court  ?  The  king  has 
exprefled  to  him  fome  regard  for  me,, 
anu  that  is  fufficient  to  bring  upon 
me  the  averfion  of  his  favourite  :  le.t 
us  yield,  my  child,  let  us  yield  with 
a  good  grace  to  the  power  of  fuch  a 
formidable  foe.' — '  'Sir,'  anfwered  he, 
incenfed  againit  the  Count  d'Qiivaj-ez, 
c  I  would  not  lo  eaiily  quit  my  ground ; 


I  would  go  and  complain  to  his  ma- 
jetty  of  the  little  regard  wliich  tl.e 
minifter  mews  to  his  recommenda- 
tion.'— '  Bad  counfel,    my    friend  I* 
aid  1  :  'if  I   mould  take  that  impru- 
dent  frep,  I   would   foon  repeat  it  $ 
nay,  1  believe,   I  run  fome  rifque  in 
tarrying  in  this  city.' 
My  fecretary  began  to  weigh  thefe 
words  j    and  confulering  that    he  had 
actually  to  do  with  a  man  who  might 
make  us  revifit  the  tower  of  Segovia, 
he  partook  of  my  fear,  and  no  longer 
oppofed  my  defire  of  quitting  Madrid, 
from  whence  J    refolved  to  move  the 
very  next  day. 


CHAP.     III. 

GIL  BLAS  IS  HINDERED  FROM  EX- 
ECUTING HIS  RESOLUTION  TO 
LEAVE  THE  COURT,  AND  RE-' 
CEIVES  AN  IMPORTANT  PIECE 
OF  SERVICE  FROM  JOSEPH  NA- 
VARRO. 

ON  my  return  to  my  lodgw^Imet 
my  old  friend  Jofeph  Navara>, 
clerk  of  the  kitchen  to  Don  Balthazar 
de  Zuniga.  I  went  up  to  him,  fa  luted 
him,  and  afked  if  he  knew  me,  and  if 
he  would  ftill  be  fo  good  AS  to  fpeak. 
to  a  wretch  who  had  repaid  his  friend- 
fliip  with  ingratitude.  *  You  confefs, 
1  then,'  faid  he,  '  that  you  have  not 
«  uied  me  extremely  well  ?' — '  Yes,* 
anfwered  I ;  '  and  you  have  a  right  to 
'  load  me  with  reproaches  :  I  defervc 
«  them  all,  if  I  have  not  already  ex- 
«  piated  my  crime  by  the  remorfe  which 

*  attended  it.' — *  Since  you   have  re- 

*  pented  of  your  fault,'  replied  Navar- 
ro,  embracing  me,  '  I  ought  nn  longer 

*  to  remember  it.1      I,    on  my  part, 
hugged  Jofeph   in   my  arras  j   and  we 
relumed  our  former  fentiments  for  each, 
other. 

He  had  heard  of  my  imprifonment, 
and  the  diibrder  of  my  affairs,  but  was 
ignorant  of  what  followed.  I  in  form- 
ed-him  of  all,  and  even  recounted  to 
him  the  conveifation  I  had  with  the 
king,  not  concealing  the  bad  reception 
I  had  met  with  from  the  miniiter,  no 
more  than  my  defign  of  retiring  again 
to  mv  folitude.  '  Beware  of  going 

*  thither,'  laid  he:  '  iince  our  monarch 

*  has  exprefled  a  friendship   for  you, 
(  it  mult  certainly  be  of  fome  fervice. 

'  Between 
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Between  you  and  me,  the  Count 
d'Oiivarez  has  a  very  lingular  difpo- 
fition,  and  is  full  of  whims :  he 
fount-times,  as  on  this  occafion,  a6ls 
in  a  very  unaccountable  manner; 
and  nobody  but  himlVlf  has  the  key 
of  his  irregular  behaviour.  In  fhorr, 
whatever  re.ifons  he  may  have  for  re- 
ceiving you  in  this  manner,  ftick 
clofe  to  the  b\ifinefs  j  he  will  not  hin- 
der you  from  profiling  by  the  prince's 
bounty;  this  is  what  I  afT-ire  you: 
I  will  mention  it  this  evening  to  Sig- 
nior  Don  Balthazar  de  Zuniga,  my 
malrer,  who  is  uncle  to  the  Count 
d'Oiivarez,  and  (hares  with  him  the 
cares  of  government/  Navarro  hav- 
ing told  me  this,  alked  a  direction  to 
my  lodging;  and  fo  we  parted. 

It  was  not  long  before  I  law  him 
ngain.     Coming  to  me  next  day,  {  Sig- 
nior  de  Santillane,'  laid   he,    «  you 
have  a  protector  in  my  matter,  who 
will    favour   you  with  his   fupport. 
On  account  of  the  good  charafter 
which  I  gave  of  you,  he  has  promif- 
ed  to  fpeak  in  your  behalf  to  his  ne- 
phew the  Count  d'Oiivarez,  whom  I 
hope  he  will   prepofTefs  in  your  fa- 
vour/     My    friend   Navarro,    who 
did  not  ferve  me  by  halves,  introduced 
me  two  days  after  to  Don  Balthazar, 
who  laid  to  me,  with  a  courteous  look, 
'  Signior  de   Santillane,    your   friend 

*  Jofeph   has  fpoke  fo  well  of  you  as 

*  to  engage  me  in  your  interefts/     I 
made  a   profound  bow  to  Signior  de 
Zuniga  ;   and  anfwered,   that  I  mould 
all  my  life  have   a  lively  fenfe  of  the 
obligation    I    lay   under  to    Navarro, 
for  having  procured  for  me  the  protec- 
tion of  a  minifter  who  was  julty  Ityled, 
the  light  of  tke  council.     Don  Baltha- 
zar, at  this  flattering  reply,    clapped 
me  on   the  moulder,    faying,  with  a 
fmile,  *  You  may  go  again  to-morrow 
«  to  the  levee  of  the  Count  d'Oiivarez, 
'  with  whom  you  will  be  better  fatis- 

*  fied  than  before/ 

I  appeared  therefore  the  third  time 
before  the  prime-minifter ;  who,  hav- 
ing diftinguiflied  me  in  the  crowd,  ho- 
noured me  with  a  fmiling  look,  from 
whence  I  conctived  a  good  omen. 

*  This  goes  well/  faid  I   to  myfelf : 

*  the  uncle  has  made  the  nephew  hear 

*  reafon/     I  now  expected  a  favour- 
able reception,  and  my  expectation  was 
fulfilled  :  the  count,  alter  having  given 
audience  to  every  body,  fent  for  me 


to  his  clofet,    where  he    did  to  me, 
with   a  familiar  air,  f  Friend  Santil- 
lane, forgive  me  for  having  thrown 
thee  into  perplexity  for  my  diversion  ; 
I   pleafed    myfelf  with    giving  thee 
uneafmefs,  in  order  to  try  thy  pru- 
dt-nce,  and  fee  what  thou    wouldft 
do  in  thy  chagrin.  I  don't  doubt  that 
thou  thought'ft  I  was  difpleafed  with 
theej  but,  on  the  contrary,  my  child, 
I  own  I  have  a  liking  to  thy  perfon. 
Though    the  king  my    mafter  had 
not  ordered  me  to  take  care  of  thy 
fortune,  I  fliould  have  done  it  through 
pure  inclination.   Befides,  my  Uncle, 
Don  Balthazar  de  Zuniga,  to  whom 
I  can  re f ufe  nothing,  has  defired  me 
to  look  upon  thee  as  one  for  whom 
he  interefts  himfelf :   this  is  enough 
to  determine  me  in  thy  favour/  This 
declaration   made  fuch    a  ibong  im- 
prdTion  upon  my  fenfes,  that  they  were 
quite  difordered.  I  threw  myfelf  at  the 
feet  of  the  minilter  ;  who,  having  bid 
me   rife,    went  on   in    this    manner: 

*  Come  hither  again   this   afternoon, 

*  and   call    for  my  tteward,  who  will 

*  impart  to  thee  the  orders  I  fhall  give 
'  him/  So  laying,  his  excellency  went 
out  to  hear  mafs,  as  he    ufually  did 
everyday,  after  having  given  audience  j 
and  then  repaired  to  the  king's  levee. 


CHAP.     IV. 

GIL  BLAS   ACQUIRES  THE  LOVE  OF 
THE   COUNT    D'OLIVAREZ. 

I  Did  not  fail  to  return  in  the  after- 
noon, and  call  for  the  ftev^rd, 
whofe  name  was  Don  Raymond  Ca- 
poris.  I  no  fooner  told  him  my  name, 
than  faluting  me  with  great  demon- 
Itrations  of  refpeft,  '  Signior,'  faid 
he,  «  follow  me,  if  you  pleafe  :  I  will 
«  conduct  you  to  the  apartment  which 
'  is  deftined  for  you  in  this  houl'e/ 
So  faying,  he  carried  me  by  a  little 
ftair  to  a  range  of  five  or  fix  rooms, 
which  compoled  the  fecond  ftory  of  one 
wing  of  the  houle,  and  which  were 
very  plainly  furnimcd.  «  This,'  laid 
he,  «  is  the  lodging  which  his  grace 
appoints  for  you  ;  and  here  you  will 
have  a  table  vith  fix  covers,  main- 
tained at  his  expence.  You  will  be 
ferved  by  his  own  doniefticks,  and 
there  will  always  be  a  coach  at  your 
command.  This  is  not  all,'  added 

hej 
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he  j  '  his  excellency  has  ordered  me  to 
treat  you  with  the  lame  refpecl  as  if 
you  was  of  the  family  of  Guzman/ 
— <  What  the  deuce  is  the  meaning  of 
all  this!'  l:iid  I  to  myfelf.     «  How 
am  I  to  underftand  thefe  diftinc"lions? 
Is  there  not  fome  mifchief  at  bot- 
tom ?  and  is  it  not  for  his  diverfion 
that  the  minifter  gives  me  fuch  ho- 
nourable treatment  ?'     While  I  was 
in  this  uncertainty,  fluctuating  between 
hope  and  fear,  a  page  came  and  told 
me,  that  the  count  wanted  me.  I  went 
inftantly  to  his  grace,  who  being  alone 
in  his  clofet,  •  Well,  Santillane,'  faid 
he  ;  'art  thou  fatisfied  with  thy  apart- 
'  ment,  and  the  orders  which  I  have 
«  given  to  Don  Raymond?'  — «  The 

*  goodnefs  of   your   excellency,'  an- 
fwered  I,  '  feems  to  be  exceflive  ;  and 

*  I  receive  it  with  fear  and  trembling.' 
— {  For  what  reafon  ?'  faid  he.    '  Can 

*  I  do  too  much  honour  to  a  man  whom 
'  the  king   has  recommended  to  my 
«  care  ?  No,  indeed  ;  I  do  no  more  than 

*  my  duty  in  treating  thee  in  an  ho- 

*  nourable  manner :  be  not  therefore 

*  furprized  at  what  I  do  for  thee  ;  and 
'  be  allured,  that  a  folid  and  fplendid 

*  fortune  cannot  efcape  thee,  provided 

*  thou  art  as  much  attached  to  me, 
'  as  thou  waft  to  the  Duke  of  Lerma. 

*  But,  with  regard  to  that  nobleman,' 
added  he,  *  I  have  been  told  that  you 
'  lived  in  great  familiarity  with  him. 
'  I  am  curious  to  know  how  you  two 

*  became  acquainted,  and  what  em- 

*  ployment  you  exercifed  under  that 
'  minifter:  difguife  nothing;  I  infift 

*  upon  hearing  the  whole  truth.'     I 
then  remembered  my  perplexity  with 
the  Duke  of  Lerma  in  the  fame  cafe, 
and  in  what  manner  I  extricated  my- 
felf ;   and  this  I  practiced   again  very 
fuccefsfully  :  that  is  to  fay,  in  my  nar- 
ration I  foftened  the  rough  places,  and 
patted  flightly  over  thole  things  which 
did  not  much  rewound  to  my  honour  : 
I  likewife  fpared  the  Duke  of  Lerma  j 


though  in  doing  otherwife  I  mould 
have  better  plealed  my  hearer.  As  for 
Don  Rodrigo  de  Calderona  *,  I  gave 
him  no  quarter,  but  dilclofed  all  the 
fine  ftrokes  which  I  knew  lie  ilruck  in 
the  traffick  of  commanderies,  govern- 
ments, and  benefices. 

«  What  you  tell  me  of  Calderona,* 
faid  the  minifter,  interrupting  me,  '  is 
conformable    to    feveral    memorials 
which    have  been    prefented  againft 
him,    and  which   contain  heads    of 
accufation  dill  more  important.  His 
trial  will  foon  come  on  j   and  if  you 
wilh  his  downfal,  I  believe  your  de- 
fire  will  be  fatisfied.' — *  I  don't  de- 
fire  his  death,'  fnid  I ;   *  though  it 
was  not  his  fault  that  I  found  not 
mine  in  the  tower  of  Segovia,  where 
he  was  the  caufe   of  my  being  im- 
prifoned  for   a  good  many  months." 
— t  How  !'  cried  his  excellency;  '  was 
Don  Rodrigo   the  caufe  of  thy  im- 
prifonment?  this  is  what  I  did  not 
know.  Don  Balthazar,  to  whom  Na- 
varro  recounted  thy  hiliory,  told  me 
that  the  late  king  ordered  thee  to  be 
confined,  as  a  puniihment  for  hav- 
ing carried  the  prince  of  Spain  to  a 
fufpec"led  place  in  the  night ;  but  I 
knew  no  more  of  the  matter  ;  and  I 
can't  conceive  what  part  Calderona 
could  play  in  the  piece.' — *  The  part 
of  a  lover  who  revenges  an  injury 
received,'  anfwered  I.     I  then  told 
him  the  whole  adventure;   which   he 
thought  fo  diverting,  that,    grave  as 
he  was,  he  could  not  help  laughing, 
or  rather  weeping  with  mirth.  He  was 
infinitely  rejoiced  with  Catalina,  fome- 
times    niece,    and  fometimes    grand- 
daughter,   as   well   as    with    the   part 
which  the  Duke  of  Lerma  acled  in  the 
whole. 

When  I  had  finifhed  my  narratior, 
the  count  difmifled  me,  faying,  that 
he  would  not  fail  in  finding  me  fome 
employment  next  day.  I  ran  imme- 
diately to  the  houfe  of  Zuniga,  to 


*  Rodrigo  Calderona,  was  firil  made  gentleman  of  the  bed-chamber  to  the  king;  then 
fecretary  of  ftate;  fome  time  after,  he  received  the  collar  or"  the  order  of  St.  Jago,  was 
made  Commander  of  Arcana,  and  created  Captain  or"  the  German  Guard.  Such  extra- 
ordinary favours  he  could  not  fupport  with  moderation ;  but,  becoming  extremely  in- 
folent  and  licentious,  defpifed  the  moft  powerful  Grandees  of  Spain,  to  whofe  relent- 
ment  he  fell  a  (acrifice.  He  was  tried  1619,  on  an  impeachment  containing  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  articles,  among  which  were,  forcery,  and  poifoning  the  queen ;  and  though 
thefe  two  were  not  proved,  yet  he  was  condemned  to  lofe  his  head  j  which  was  fevered 
by  a  ftroke  upon  the  throatj  none  but  traitors  in  Spain  receiving  it  on  the  neck  behind. 
He  died  with  fuch  courage  an4  decency  as  aftede4  evea  his  enemi=*  witji  furrow  ani 
remorfc. 

'  thank 
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thank  Don  Balthazar  for  his  good  of- 
fices, and  to  tell  my  friend  Jofeph  how 
nvtll  I  was  with  the  prime- mmifKr. 


C  H  A  P.     V. 

THE  PRIVATE  CONVERSATION 
WHICH  C,IL  BLAS  HAD  WITH 
NAVARRO,  AND  THE  FIRST  BU- 
SINESS IN'  WHICH  HE  WAS  'EM- 
PLOYED BY  THE  COUNT  D'OLI- 
VAREZ. 

AS  foon  as  I  faw  Jofi-ph',  I  Jold 
him,  with  fome  agitation,  that  I 
had  a  great  many  things  to  commu- 
nicate }  upon  which  he  carried  me  to 
a  private  place,  where,  after  having 
informed  him  of  what  had  happen cd, 
1  afked  his  opinion  of  the  matter.  '  My 

*  opinion,'  anfwercd  he,   '  is,  that  you 
'  are  in  the  way  of  making  a  vaft  for- 
'  tune  :  every  thing  imiles  upon  you  j 

*  you  are  agreeable  to  the  prime-mi- 
'  nrfterj  and  another  thing  which  may 

*  turn  out  to  your  advantage  is,  that 
'  I  can  do  you  the  fame  fervice  which 
'  you  received   from  my  uncle  Mel- 
'  chior  de  ia  Ronda,  when  you  firft 
'  entered  the   family  of  the  Archbi- 
'  ftiop  of  Grenada.     He   fpared  you 

*  the  trouble  of   rludying  the  prelate 

*  and  his  principal  officers,  by  difdof- 
'  ing  their  different  characters  to  you 
'  at  once  :  aiid  I  will,  after  his  exam- 
'  pie,  make  you  acquainted  with  the 

*  count,    the   countefs    his  wife,    and 

*  Donna  Maria  de  Guzman,  their  onjy 
«  child. 

*  The  minifter  has  a  quick   pene- 

*  trating  genius,  capable  of  forming 

*  grand  defigns.     He  fets  up  for  an 
'  univtrfal  man,  becaufehehas  a  fmall 

*  tinclure    of  every  fcience,    and   be- 

*  lieves  himft-lf  able  to  decide  in  every 

*  thing.     He  im.-jgines  himfdf  a  pro- 
'  found  lawyer,  a  great  captain,  and 

*  a  moft  confummate  politician.  Add 
'  to  this,  he  is  fo  intoxicated  with  his 

*  own  opinions,  that  he  always   f'ol- 
'  lows   them    rather  than  thofe  of  o- 
'  thers,  that  he  may  not  fetm  behoid- 
'  en  to  the  undcritanding  of  any  man. 

*  Between   you    and    me,    this  defecl 
'  may  h-ivt  lhange  consequences  j  from 
'  which   Heaven    preferve  tije  monnr- 
'  chy  !    He  fhines  in  the  council  by  a 

*  natmal    eloquence  ;    and  he   vrould 
«  write  as   well  as  he  fpeaks,  if,    in 


'  order  to  dignify  his  ftyle,  he  did  not 
1  nftccl  expivfltons  which  render  it  (tiff 

*  and   ohfcuie.      He   is,   befules,  very 
'  whimfical,  capricious,  and  chimcri- 
'  cal  :  io  much  for  his  head.     As  to 

*  his  heart,  he  is  generous  and  friend- 
'  ly.    He  is  faid  to  be  vindictive  j   hut 
'  what  Spaniard  is  orherwife?     He  is 

*  alfoacctifed  of  ingratitude,  in  being 

*  the    occafion    of  exiling    the    Duke 

*  d*Uzeda,  r.nd  the  Friar  Lewis  Afia- 
'  ga,  to   whom,    people    fay,    he  had 
'  great  obligations :    but  this  is  par- 

*  tfonahle  j  the  defire  of  being  prime- 
'  minifter    prevails  over   every    other 
'  ieniiment. 

*  Donna  Agnez  de  Zttniga  a  Ve- 
'  lafco,  Countefs  of  Olivarcz,*  con- 
tinued Joieph,  f  is  a  lady  who  has  no 
'  fault  that  I  know,  but  that  of  fell- 
'  ing  her  favours  at  a  high  price.  As 
4  for  Donna  Maria  de  Guzman,  who 
1  is,  without  contradiction,  this  day 
'  the  richeft  match  in  Spain,  /he  is  an 
'  accomplifhed  young  lady,  and  the 
e  idol  of  her  father.  Model  your  be- 

*  haviour  accordingly  5    be  affiduou.^ 
'  in  making  your  court   to  thefe  two 
'  ladies  j  and  appear  Mill  more  devoted 
1   to  the   Count  if  Olivarez   than  you 

*  was  to  the  Duke  of  Lerma,  before 
'  your  journey  to  Segovia  ;  in  which 

*  cafe,    you  will  certainly  become  a 
'  perfonage  of  rank  and  power. 

'  I  likewife  advife  you,'  adcfed  lie, 

*  to  wait  upon  my  matter  Don  Baltha- 
'   zar  from  fime  to  time  j  though  you 
'  have  no  need  of  him  for  your  ad- 

*  Van  cement,   don'C  neglect   hirn  j    he 

*  has  a  very  good  opinion   of  you  at 

*  prclent :   preferve  his  friendship  and 
'  e(tecm,  which   may  be  of  fervice  to 
'  you  upon  fome  occafion  or  other.'— 
'  As  the  uncle  and  nephew/  faid  I, 

*  are  both  concerned  in   the  miniftiy, 
'   is  there  no  jealoufy  between  the  two 

*  i-o lie-agues?'  —  '   On    the    contrary/ 
anfwi'red  he,  '  they  live  together  in  the 
'  grt-Ttt-lt  harmony.     Had  it  not  beta 
'  for  Don  Baltha/.ar,   the  Count  d'O- 

*  livartz,    perhaps,    wculd    not    have 
'  been  prime-miniftc-r :  for,  in   (hurt, 
'  after  the  death  of  Plulip  the  Third, 

*  all  the  friends  and  partisans  of  the 

*  houfe  of  Sa-ndoval  exei  ted  thcmlclves 
'   very  mud),  fome   in    favour  of  the 

*  cardinal,  aiul  others  in  behalf  of  his 
'  fon ;   but  my   mafter,   who  was   the 
«  moil    fubtle   .amopg    the    courtiers, 
1  and  the  count,  as  cunning   as   he, 

•  broke 
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broke  all  their  meafures,  and  took 
fuch    effectual    Steps   to  fecure    that 
place,    that    their   antagoni(ts    were 
quite  foiled.   The  Count  d'Olivarez, 
when  he  became  minister,  fliared  the 
administration  with  his  uncle  Don 
Balthazar,  to  whom  he  left  the  care 
of  foreign  affairs,   refer v ing  all  do- 
meftick  concerns  to  himlelf:  fo  that, 
by  thele  means,    itrengthening  the 
ties  of  friendship,  which  ought  na- 
turally to  unite  perfons  of  the  fame 
blood,  thefe  two  noblemen,  indepen- 
dent of  one  another,  live  in  fuch  good 
correfpondence  as  to  me  feems  un- 
alterable.' 
Such  was    the    converfation  I  had 
with  Jofeph,  by  whofe   information  I 
hoped  to  profit :  after  which  I  went  to 
thank  Signior  deZuniga  for  his  good- 
nefs   towards  me.     He  told  me  very 
politely,  that  he  would  feize  every  oc- 
cafion  of  befriending  me,  and  that  he 
was  very  glad  to  find  me  fatisfied  with 
his  nephew,  to  whom,   he  allured  me, 
he  would   fpeak   again  in  my  favour; 
refolving  at  leaft,  he  (aid,  to  convince 
me,  that  he  had  my  welfare  at  heart, 
and  that,  inltead  of  one  patron,  I  had 
two.    It  was  thus  that  Don  Balthazar, 
out  of  friendship  for  Navarro,  imerelt  - 
ed  himfelf  in  my  behalf. 

That  very  evening  I  quitted  my 
hired  room,  to  go  and  lodge  at  the 
primc-miniSter's  houfe,  where  I  flipped 
with  Scipio  in  my  own  apartment. 
There  we  were  ferved  by  the  domelticks 
of  the  family,  who,  while  we  eat  our 
victuals  with  an  affecied  gravity,  laugh- 
ed, perhaps,  within  themfelves,  at  the 
refpeft  which  they  were  commanded 
to  Shew.  When  the  table  was  unco- 
vered, and  they  were  retired,  my  Secre- 
tary, laying  aiide  his  constraint,  faid  a 
thoufand  diverting  things,  which  his 
gay  difpofition  and  Sanguine  hopes  in- 
fpired.  As  for  me,  although  over- 
joyed at  the  brilliant  Situation  in  which 
I  faw  myfelf,  I  felt  myfelf  no  longer 
difpofed  to  be  dazzled  by  it;  but,  go- 
ing to  bed,  Slept  Soundly,  without  giv- 
ing way  to  the  agreeable  ideas  with 
which  I  might  have  entertained  my 
fancy;  whereas  the  ambitious  Scipio 
enjoyed  little  repofe,  but  paffed  half 
of  the  night  in  hoarding  up  money 
for  the  portion  of  his  daughter  Sera- 
phina. 

I  had  fcarce  got  on  my  cloaths  next 
morning,  when  I  was  fent  for  by  his 
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grace;  who,  when  I  came  before  him 
laid  to  me,  *  Well,  Santillanej   Jet  us 
lee  a  S'pecimep  of  whatthou  canftdo. 
Thou  fayeft  the  Duke  of  Lerma  em- 
ployed thee  in  abridging  memorials  s 
I  have  got  one,  which  I  intend  for 
thy  firit  eSTay.     The  fuhjeft  of  it  is 
this  :  it  mult  he  a  performance   to 
prepoffefs    the   publick   in  favour  of 
my  ministry.     I    have  already  pri- 
vately fpread  a  report,  that  I  found - 
affairs   in   very  great   dil order:    the 
bufinefs  therefore  is  to  expofe  to  the 
eyes  of  both  court  and  city  the  mi- 
ferahle  condition   to  which  the  mo- 
narchy is   reduced.     We  muft,   on 
this  fubje6t,  draw  a  picture  which 
will   Strike    the  people,   and  hinder 
them  from  regretting  the  lofs  of  my 
predeceiTor.     After  that,  you   muft 
extol    the    mealures  which    I    have 
taken    to  render  his  majelty's  reign, 
glorious,  his  dominions  flourishing, 
and  his  Subjects  perfectly  happy,' 
His  grace,  having  Spoke  in  this  man- 
ner, gave  me  a  paper,  containing  the 
juft  caufes  the  nation  had  to  complain 
of  the  preceding  administration,  fum- 
med   up  in   ten  articles  j  the  leaft  of 
which,   I  remember,  was  fufficient  to 
alarm  all  good  Spaniards :  then  Shutting 
me  in  a  clofet  adjoining  to  his  own,  he 
left  me  to  work  at   liberty.     I  began 
to  compofe  my  memorial   as  well  as  I 
could.     I  firSt  of  all  described  the  bad 
condition  of  the  kingdom,  the  finances 
exhausted,  the  royal  revenue  engrcffed 
by  partizans,  and  the  marine  entirely 
ruined.    I  then  demonstrated  the  faults 
committed  by  thofe  who  had  governed 
the  ftate  under  the  laft  reign,  and  the 
terrible  confequences  which  might  pro- 
ceed from  theie  faults.     In  Short,  I  re* 
prefented  the  monarchy  in  danger,  and 
fo  Sharply  cenfured  the  former  minister, 
that,  according  to  my  memorial,  the 
lofs  of  the  Duke  of  Lerma  was  a  great 
happinefs  for  Spain.  To  fay  the  truth, 
though  I  harboured  no  refentment  a- 
gainit  that  nobleman,  I  was  not  forry 
to  do  him  this  good  office.    Such  is  the 
difpofition  of  man ! 

In  fine,  after  a  frightful  pifture  of  the 
misfortunes  which  threatened  Spain,  I 
encouraged  the  minds  of  the  people, 
by  making  them  conceive  fair  hopes 
of  the  future.  I  made  the  Count dO- 
livarez  fpeak  like  a  faviour  fmt  from 
heaven  for  the  Salvation  of  the  ftaiej 
I  promifed  mountains  and  n.-iracK-si 
3  A  i-i 
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in  a  word,   I  entered  fo  \ve!l  into  the 

views    of   the  new  miniller,    that    lie 

i  fin-prized  at  my  performance  j 

which  when    he  had  read  to  an  end, 

S:\ntillane,'  faid  In-,  *  doft  thou  know 

that  thou    haft   compofed  a  morfel 

worthy  of  a  fecretary  of  ftate  ?    I  am 

not  furprized  that  the  Duke  of  Lerma 

employed  thy  pen:   thy  ftyle  is  con- 

cife,   and  even  elegant  j  but  I  think 

it  is  a  little  too  natural.'     He  then 

pointed  out  the  places  which  were  not 

to    his  tafte,  altering   them  with    his 

own  hand  j    and   I  perceived,  by  his 

corrections,  that  he  loved  (as  Navarro 

had  told  me)  ohfcure  and  far-fetched 

expreffions.     Neverthelefs,  though  he 

was    refolved    to    have  noblenefs,    or 

rather  conceits,  in  his  diclion,  he  pre- 

ierved  two-thirds  of  my  work;   p.nd, 

to  fliew  how  well  he  was  fatisfied  with 

my  capacity,  fent  to  me,  by  Don  Ray- 

rnond,  three  hundred  piitoles,  as  a  de- 

fert  at  dinner. 


CHAP.    VI. 

THE  USE  TO  WHICH  GIL  ELAS 
PUTS  HIS  THREE  HUNDRED  PI- 
STOLES }  AND  HIS  CHARGE  TO 
SCIPIO  :  WITH  THE  SUCCESS 
OF  THE  ABOVE-MENTIONED  ME- 
MORIAL. 

THIS  favour  of  the  minifter  fur- 
niflied  Scipio  with  a  new  oppor- 
tunity of  congratulating  my  return  to 
court.  <  You  fee,'  faid  he,  «  that 
Fortune  has  great  defigns  in  your 
favour.  Are  you  now  forry  for 
having  quitted  your  folitude?  Long 
life  to  the  Count  d'Olivarez !  he  is 
quite  another  fort  of  a  patron  than  his 
predeceflbr.  The  Duke  of  Lerma, 
though  you  was  fo  much  attached  to 
him,  allowed  you  to  languish  feveral 
months,  without  giving  you  one  pi- 
ftole;  whereas  the  count  has  already 
beftowed  upon  you  a  gratification 
which  you  could  not  have  expected 
till  after  long  fervice. 
«  I  with,'  added  he,  <  that  the  Lords 
of  Leyva  were  witneffes  of  the  hap- 
pinefs  which  you  enjoy,  or  at  leaft 
made  acquainted  with  it.' — *  It  is 
time,  indeed,  for  them  to  know  it,' 
nfwered  I ;  '  and  I  was  juft  going  to 
talk  to  thee  about  the  matter.  I  don't 
doubt  that  they  are  extremely  impa- 


tient to  hetirfixfrn  me;  but  I  waited 
until  I  mould  fee  myfelf  fettled  in 
fome  mane  or  other,  and  be  able  to 
inform  them  pofitively  whether  or 
not  I  mould  (lay  at  court.  Now  that 
I  am  fixed,  thou  mayeft  fet  out  for 
Valencia  when  thou  wilt,  to  inform 
thofe  noblemen  of  my  prefent  fitua- 
tion,  which  I  look  upon  as  thtir  own 
work,  fmce  it  is  certain,  that,  had  it 
not  been  for  them,  I  fhouJd  never  have 
detei  mined  upon  my  journey  to  Ma- 
drid.'— c  My  dear  matter,'  cried  the 
on  of  Cofcolina,  *  how  happy  will 
they  be  when  I  recount  to  them  what 
has  happened  to  you!  would  I  were 
already  at  the  gates  of  Valencia!  but 
I  (hall  be  there  very  foon.  Don  Al- 
phonfo's  two  horfes  are  ready  :  I  will 
let  out  immediately  with  one  of  his 
grace's  lacquiesj  for,  befides  that  I 
(hall  be  glad  of  a  companion  on  the 
road,  you  know  people  will  bedaz- 
zled by  the  livery  of  the  prime- 
minifter.' 

I  could  not  help  laughing  at  the  ridi- 
culous vanity  of  my  fecretary,  though, 
vainer  (till  perhaps  than  he,  I  let  him  do 
as  he  defiied.  *  Go,'  faid  Ij  *  and  return, 
as  loon  as  poflible;  for  I  have  ano- 
ther commiflion  to  give  thee:  thow 
muft  go  to  the  Afturias  with  money 
for  my  mother.      I  have,  through 
negligence,    let  the   time   pafs,   on 
which   I  promifed  to  remit  an  hun- 
dred piftoles  to  her,  and  which  you 
undertook  to   deliver  with  thy  own 
hand.     Thefe  fort  of  promifes  from 
a  fon  ought  to  be  fo  facred  that  I 
upbraid   myfelf  with    my  want   of 
punctuality. '— *  Sir,'  anfwered  Sci- 
>io,  *  in  fix  weeks  I  will  bring  you  an 
account  of  both  thefe  commillions; 
I  will  converfe  with  the  Lords  of 
Leyva,  make  a  tour  to  your  country - 
houl'e,  and  reviiit  the  city  of  Oviedo, 
which  I   never    remember    without 
willing  three-fourths  and  a  half  of 
it's  inhabitants  at  the  devil.'     Upon 
this,   I  counted  out  to  the  fon  of  Cof- 
colina one  hundred  piitoles  for  my  mo- 
ther's penfion,  with  an  hundred  more 
for  himfelf,   that  he  might  agreeably 
perform  the  long  journey  which  he  had 
undertaken. 

A  few  days  after  his  departure,  the 
count  fent  our  memorial  to  the  prefs  ; 
and  it  was  no  fooner  publiflied  than  it 
became  the  fnbjeft  of  all  converfation 
in  Madrid.  The  people,  always  friend* 
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to  novelty,  were  charmed  with  the  per- 
formance. The  low  ebb  of  the  finances, 
which  was  painted  in  lively  colours, 
incenfed  them  again  ll  the  Duke  of  Ler- 
maj  and  if  the  ftrokes  of  the  quill, 
which  that  minifter  received,  were  not 
applauded  by  everybody,  at  leaft-they 
met  with  abundance  of  approbation. 

As  for  the  magnificent  promifes 
made  by  the  Count  d'Olivarez,  and, 
among  others,  that  of  defraying  the 
national  expence  by  a  prudent  cecono- 
my,  without  incommoding  the  fub- 
jefts,  they  dazzled  the  citizens  in  gene- 
ral, and  confirmed  them  in  the  grand 
opinion  which  they  had  already  enter- 
tained of  his  capacity;  fo  that  the 
whole  city  echoed  with  his  praife. 

That  minifter,  overjoyed  to  fee  the 
accomplifhment  of  his  aim,  which  in 
that  publication  had  been  to  acquire 
the  publick  affeftion,  was  reiblved  to 
deferve  it  effectually,  by  a  commend- 
able a6lJon>  which  mould  be  ferviee- 
able  to  the  king.  For  this  purpofe  he 
had  recourfe  to  the  invention  of  the 
Emperor  Galba ;  that  is,  to  make  thcfe 
who  had  enriched  themfelves,  the  Lord 
knows  how,  in  the  adminittration'of 
the  finances,  regorge  their  wealth. 
When  he  had  drawn  from  thofe  leeches 
the  blood  which  they  had  fucked,  and 
filled  the  corFers  of  the  king,  he  under- 
took to  preferve  it,  by  fuppreffing  all 
penfions,  not  even  excepting  his  own, 
as  well  as  the  gratifications  that  were 
given  out  of  the  king's  exchequer.  To 
iucceed  in  this  defign,  which  he  could 
not  execute  without  changing  the  face 
of  government,  he  employed  me  in 
compofmg  a  new  memorial,  the  fub- 
ftance  and  form  of  which  he  dictated. 
He  then  enjoined  me  to  rife  as  much  as 
J  could  above  the  ordinary  fimplicity 
of  my  rlyle,  and  give  more  dignity  to 
rny  exprefllons.  *  Enough,  my  lord,' 
faid  I ;  «  your  excellency  mall  have  the 

*  fplendid  and  fublime  which  you  de- 

*  fire.'     I  fliuMnyfelf  up  in  the  fame 
clofet  where  I  had  compofed  the  firit, 
and  there  went  to  work,  alter  having 
invoked  the   eloquent   genius  of  the 
Archbifhop  of  Grenada. 

I  began  by  reprefenting,  that  we 
could  not  be  too  careful  in  preferving 
the  money  which  was  in  the  treafury, 
and  which  ought  to  be  employed  only 
in  the  emergencies  of  theftate,  as  being 
a.  facred  fund,  referved  on  purpofe  to 
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keep  the  enemies  of  Spain  in  awe. 
Then  I  demonstrated  to  the  king  (for 
the  memorial  was  addiefled  to  him) 
that,  in  taking  away  all  the  penfions 
and  gratifications  with  which  the  re- 
venue was  faddled,  he  could  not,  for 
all  that,  deprive  himfelf  of  the  plea- 
fure  of  rewarding  thofe  fubjecls  who 
mould  deferve  his  favour  ;  lince,  with- 
out touching  his  treafure,  he  was  in  a 
condition  to  beftow  upon  them  great 
recompences :  that  for  fome  he  had 
vice-royalties,  governments,  orders  of 
knighthood,  and  military  employ- 
ments j  for  others,  commanderics,  and 
penfions  upon  them,  titles,  magiftra- 
cies  }  and,  in  fine,  all  forts  of  benefices 
for  thofe  who  are  confecrated  to  the 
church. 

This  memorial,  which  was  much 
longer  than  the  firft,  took  me  up  near 
three  days  j  and  luckily  I  compofed  it 
to  the  tafte  of  my  matter;  who,  find- 
ing it  written  with  emphaiis,  and  ftuflF- 
ed  with  metaphors,  loaded  me  with 
applaufe.  «  I  am  very  well  fatisfied 
'  with  this,'  laid  he,  pointing  to  the 
moll  tumid  places;  <  thefe  are  well 
'  itampedexprefiions.  Courage,  friend} 
'  I  foriee  that  thou  wilt  be  of  great 
'  fervice  to  me.'  Neverthelefs,  in  fpite 
of  the  applaufe  of  which  he  was  fo  pro- 
digal, he  did  not  fail  to  retouch  the 
memorial.  He  inferted  a  good  deal 
of  his  own,  and  compofed  a  piece  of 
eloquence  which  charmed  the  king  and 
the  whole  court.  The  city  joined  it's 
approbation,  and  conceived  a  happy 
omen  of  the  future;  and  flattered  itiejf^ 
that  the  monarchy  would  refume  it's 
ancient  luftre  under  the  miniitry  of 
fuch  a  great  man. 

His  excellency,  feeing  that  this  piece 
did  him  a  great  deal  of  honour,  was 
willing  that  I  mould  reap  fome  fruit 
from  it,  in  confideration  or  my  mare  iri 
the  competition :  he  accordingly  be- 
ftowed  upon  me  a  penfion  v>r  five  hun- 
dred crowns  upon  the  commandery  of 
Caftile;  which  was  the  more  agreeable 
to  me,  as  it  was  not  wickedly  though 
ealily  got. 


CHAP.  vir. 

BY    WHAT     ACCIDENT,     tN    WHAT 

PLACE,      AND     CONDITION,      GIL 

BLAS     FOUND     HIS     FRIEND     FA- 

$Aa  BRICIO} 
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BRICIO  ;  AND  THE  CONVERSA- 
TION THAT  PASSED  BETWhliN 
THEM. 

N'OTHING  pave  more  plea  tore 
to  the  count,  thun  to  |cn>>\v  the 
opinion  which  the  people  of  Madiid 
had  of  his  conduct  in  the  mmiltry.  He 
alked  me  every  clay,  wh:it  people  faid 
of  him;  and  even  m  iintained  Ipies, 
who  bi ought  him  an  exail  account  of 
what  palled  in  the  city.  They  reported 
to  him  every  word  which  they  heard  ; 
and,  as  he  ordered  them  to  be  fincere, 
his  feif-Jove  fufteied  fometimtsj  for 
the  people  have  an  intemperance  of 
tongue  which  has  no  re  1  peel,  of  per- 
ibns. 

When  I  perceived  that  he  waspleafed 
\vith  thtle  reports,  1  employed  myfelf 
every  afternoon  in  going  to  publick 
places,  and  joining  converfation  with 
good  company.  When  they  fpoke  of 
the  government,  I  iiltened  with  atten- 
tion j  and  if  they  faid  any  thing  that 
oeferved  to  be  retold  to  his  ex-.ellency, 
I  did  not  fail  to  inform  him  of  it :  but 
it  mult  be  oblerved,  that  I  n^-ver  re- 
ported any  thing  which  was  fpoke  to 
his  prejudice. 

One  day,  as  I  returned  from  one  of 
thole  places,  paffing  by  the  door  of  an 
hofpital,  I  felt  an  inclination  to  enter. 
I  walked  thvongh  two  or  three  wardt 
full  ot  lick  people  a-bed,  and  furveved 
everything  around  me.  Among  thcfe 
unfortunate  people,  whom  I  could  not 
behold  without  cornpcflion,  I  was 
ftruck  with  the  appearance  of  one, 
who,  I  believed,  was  my  old  friend  and 
comrade  Fabricio.  That  I  might  have 
a  more  diftir.ct  view  of  him,  I  ap- 
proaclu-d  his  bed;  and,  having  no 
longer  any  realon  to  doubt  that  it  was 
the  poei  Nunncz,  flopped  a  few  minutes 
to  conlider  him,  without  (peaking  j 
while  he,  recollecting  mealfo,  eyed  me 
in  tin.  lame  manner.  At  length, 
brcakingfiltr.ee,  '  Sure,'  faid  I,  '  my 
«  e\es  (ie:tivc  me  !  is  this  actually  Fa- 

*  bricio  whom  I  meet  in  this   place.!1 
— '  The     very    fame,'     anfwered     he 
coldly  :   '  and  thou  halt  no  caufe  to  be 

*  i-.u^riyed  at  it.     Sini.c  I  It  ft  thee,  I 
'  have  ever  exeicifcd  the  bufinefs  of  an 
«  author:   I  have  compojed  romances, 

*  comedies,  all  kinds  of  works  of  c;e- 

*  nius  j    I  hav.    run  my  race,  and  am 
«  now  at  the  hofpitu).* 

I  could  not  hJp  laughing  at  thefe 


words,  and  (till  more  at  the  fcrious  air 
with  which  they  were  pronounced. 
'  How!'  cried  Ij  «  has  the  Mule 
'  brought  (fiee  to  this  place?  hath  (he 
'  played  thee  this  vjllniiu.us  tiick?'— 
'  Thc.u  kelt  it  is  Co,'  hen-plied:  «  this 
'  houie  is  the  retreat  of  many  a  wir. 

*  Th  >u  haft  done  wt-lJ,   my  child,  to 

*  take    another    road  j    but    mtthinks 

*  thou  art  no  longer  at  court,  and  the 

*  face  of  thy  affairs  is  changed:   nay, 
c  I  remember  to  have  heard,  that  thou 
'  wait  imprifoned  by  01  d.  r  of  the  king.* 
— '   True,'  faid  I,   «   the  charming  (i- 
'  tuation    in  which  I   was,  when  we 

*  parted,  in  a  little  time  alter  was  fol- 
'  lowed  by  a  reverfe  of  fortune,  which 

*  robbed  me  of  my  wealth  and  liberty  : 

*  novcrthelefs,   my  frit-nd,    thou   licit 

*  me  again  in  a  more  flour iihing  (tate 

*  than  ever.' — *  That   is  impolfible  !* 
cried  Nunnez(;   '  thy  apparel  is  frugal 
'  and  plain  ;   and   thou   halt  not    that 

*  v:iin    and   infolenl  air  which  profpe- 

*  rity  ufually  gives.1—*  Misfortune,* 
anfwered  I,   '   hath  purified  my  virtue  j 

*  and  I  have  learned,  in  the  fchool  of 
'  adverfity,    to  enjoy  riches  with  mo- 
'  deration.' 

*  Tell   me   then,*    cried    Fabricio, 
flatting  up  in  a  tranfport,  *  what  may 

*  be  thy  employment  ?   what  bufinels 
'  dolt    thou     follow  ?    art    thou    not 
1  fteward  to  fome  ruined  grandee,  or 

*  opulent  widow?' — '  1  have  a  better 

*  poll,*  I  replied  j  '  but  thou  mult  dif- 
'  penfe  with   my  telling  thee  more  at 
4   prefent:   I  will   fatisfy  thy  curiolity 

*  another  time.    I  will    now  only  let 
'  thee  know,  that  I  am  in  a  condition 
'  to  a fiill  thee,  or  rather,  to  make  thee 
'  eafy  for  life,  provided  thou  wilt  pro- 

*  miie  to  write  no  more  works  c. 

*  nius  either  in  verle  or  profe.     Doll 

*  thou  feel  thyfelf  capabie  of  making 
'  iuch  a  lac ri lice  to    me  ?' — '  I    have 
'   already   made  it    to    Hcavtn,"     laid 
he,    *  during    a    fev^ic    diikmper    of 
'  which  I  am  juft  cured.     A  Domini- 
'  can    father    has     made    me    nbjure 
'  poetry,  as  an  amufement  which,  if 
'  not  criminal,  at  lealt  <>\ci t>  the  mind 
'  from  the  purfuit  of  wifdem  :md  vir- 
'  tue.' 

'  I    congratulate    thee,     my 
'  Nunnez,' anfweied  I :  'but  beware  of 
'  arel;ip(e.' — *   That  1  am  in   no  fear 
'  of,'   he   re  fumed  :   '  I    am  firmly  re- 
'   lolvtd   to  abandon  the  Mulis  ;   am!, 

*  when  thou  crtmcft   into  the  waid, 
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was 
to  them 


juft  competing  an  eternal  adieu 
em  in  verfe/ — '  Mr.  Fabricio,' 
faid  I,  making  my  head,  «  I  don't 
know  if  the  Dominican  and  I  dare 
trull  to  your  abjuration,  you  feem 
io  furioufly  enchanted  by  thefe  learn- 
ed damfels  !'— <  No,  no  !'  anfwered 
»ej  '  I  have  broke  off  all  connexion 
with  them}  nay,  more,  I  have  con- 
ceived an  aver  (ion  for  the  publick, 
who  does  not  deferve  that  authors 
(hould  confecrate  their  works  to  it : 
I  (hould  be  forry  if  I  could  produce 
any  thing  that  would  pleafe  it.  Don't 
imagine,'  continued  he,  *  that  this 
language  is  dictated  by  pallion :  I 
fpeak  in  cold  blood.  I  equally  de- 
fpiie  the  applaule  and  hifles  of  the 
publick,  which  one  does  not  know 
how  to  manage.  It  is  ib  capricious, 
that  it  does  not  think  two  days  one 
way.  What  fools  are  thole  drama- 
tick  writers  who  are  vain  of  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  their  performances  !  What- 
ever noife  they  make  by  their  no- 
velty, if  they  are  brought  upon  the 
ftage  twenty  years  after,  they  are  for 
the  moft  part  very  ill  received.  The 
prefent  generation  taxes  the  paft 
with  want  of  tafte,  and  it's  determi- 
nations are  contradicted  by  thole  of 
the  next ;  from  whence  I  concluded, 
that  thole  authors  who  are  now  ap- 
plauded, will  be  hifTed  by  pofterity. 
It  is  the  fame  thing  with  regard  to 
romances,  and  other  amufing  books, 
which,  though  at  firft  they  meet  with 
general  approbation,  infenubly  (ink 
into  contempt.  That  honour,  there- 
fore, which  we  reap  from  the  good 
fuccefs  of  our  works,  is  nothing  but 
a  mere  chimera,  an  illufion  of  the 
brain,  a  fire  of  ftraw  which  evapo- 
rates in  finoke/ 

Though  I  was  well  convinced  that  the 
Afturian  poet  fpoke  this  from  pallion 
only,  I  did  not  teem  to  perceive  itj 
but. faid  to  him,  *  I  am  overjoyed  to 
find  thee  di  (gutted  with  the  belles 
lettres,  and  radically  cured  of  the 
rage  of  writing.  Be  allured  that  I 
will  immediately  procure  for  thee  an 
employment  in  which  thou  mayeft 
enrich  thyfelf,  without  being  at  a 
grea^expence  of  genius.' — «  So  much 
the  better  !'  cried  he.  *  Genius  Minks 
in  my  noitrils,  and  I  now  look  upon 
it  as  the  moll  fatal  prefent  that  Kea- 
ven  can  beftow  upon  man/ — <  I  wim, 
my  dear  Fabricio/  I  replieci,  *  that 


thou  mayeft  ftill  preferve  thefe  fenti- 
ments.  If  you  perlitl  in  your  i^fo- 
lution  to  quit  poetry,  I  repeat  it,  I 
will  loon  procure  for  thee  an  honour- 
able and  lucrative  poft  5  but  until  T 
can  do  thee  this  fervice,'  added  J, 
giving  him  a  purie  of  fixty  piftoles, 
pray  accept  of  this  fniall  token  of 
my  friend  (hip/ 

*  O  generous  friend  !'  cried  the  fon 
of  Barber  Nunnez,  tranfported  with 
gratitude  and  joy;  'what  thanks  do 
*  I  owe  to  Heaven  for  bringing  thee 
«  into  this  hofpital,  which  I  willleavc 
'  this  very  day  by  thy  aillilance!'  And 
heaclually  ordered  himlelf  to  be  tranf- 
ported into  a  hired  lodging  :  but,  be- 
fore we  parted,  I  told  him  where  I 
lived,  and  invited  him  to  come  and 
fee  me,  as  foon  as  he  mould  be  perfectly 
recovered.  He  feemed  extremely  fur- 
prized,  when  I  told  him,  that  I  lodged 
in  the  houfe  of  the  Count  d'Olivarez. 
'  Thrice  happy  Gil  Bias,'  faid  he, 
«  whofe  fate  it,  is  to  be  a  miniiler's 
'  favourite  !  I  rejoice  at  thy  good  for- 
«  tune,  lince  thou  ulell  it  fo  well.' 


CHAP.     VIIL 

GIL  BLAS  BECOMES  MORE  AND 
MORE  BELOVED  BY  HIS  MAS- 
TER. SCIPJO  R.ETUR.XS  TO  MA- 
DRID, AND  GIVES  AN  ACCOUNT 
OF  HIS  JOURNEY  TO  SANTIL- 
LANE. 

THE  Count  d'Olivarez,  whom 
henceforth  I  (hall  call  the  count- 
duke,  becaufe  the  king  was  pleafed 
about  this  time  to  honour  him  with  that 
title,  had  a  foible  which  I  difcovered 
very  much  to  my  own  advantage  j  and 
this  was,  a  delire  of  being  beloved.  As 
foon  as  he  perceived  that  any  one  at- 
tached himlelf  to  him  through  inclina- 
tion, he  immediately  conceived  a  friend- 
(hip  for  that  adherent. 

I  took  care  not  to  neglec~l  this  ob- 
fervation.  I  was  not  contented  with 
barely  doing  what  he  commanded  ;  I 
executed  his  orders  with  luch  demon - 
ftrations  of  zeal  as  quite  won  his  heart. 
I  ftudied  his  tafte  in  all  things,  that  I 
might  conform  myfelf  to  it ;  and  anti- 
cipated his  delires  as  much  as  I  could. 

By  this  conduct,  which  feldom  fails 
of  fuccefs,  I  infenfibly  became  the  fa- 
vourite of  my  mafter,  who,  on  his 

part, 
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part,  as  I  myfelf  liacl  the  fame  foible, 
gained  my  whole  foul,  by  the  marks 
of  affe&ion  which  he  beltowed  upon 
me  j  and  1  infmuated  myfelf  Ib  far  in- 
to his  favour,  that  I  at  length  fliartd 
his  confidence  with  Senior  Carnero, 
his  chief  lecrttary. 

Carnero  had  practifed  the  fame  me- 
thod of  being  agreeable  to  his  excel- 
lency j  and  fuccecded  fo  weH,  that  he 
was  intrulk-d  with  the  mytlcries  of  the 
cabinet.     That  lecretary  and  I  were 
the  two  confidents  of  the  prime-mini- 
fter,  and  the  depositories  of  his  fecrets; 
with  this  diflerrnce,  that  he   fpoke  to 
Carnero  of  noilnng  but  itate- affairs, 
and   convened  with   me   on  his  own 
private  concerns  oniy  :   by  rhefe  means, 
making  as  it  were  two  itparate  depart- 
ments, with  which  we  were  both  tqual- 
ly  fatisfied,  we  lived  together  without 
jealoufy,  as  without  friendship.     I  had 
caufe  to  be  pleafed  wiih  my  fituation, 
which  giving  me  continual  opportuni- 
ties of  "being  with  the  count-duke,  I 
was  always  at  hand  to  oblerve  the  very 
bottom  of  his  foul  5  which  he,  though 
naturally  difiemblmg,  ceafed  to  con- 
ceal  from    me,   when    he   no    longer 
doubted  the  (incei  ity  of  my  attachment. 
'  Santillane,'  And  he  to  me  one  day, 
thou   haii  feen  the  Duke  of   Lernia 
enjoy    an    authority    which    looked 
more  like    the    power  of  an  abfo- 
lute  monarch  than  that  of  a  favou- 
rite miniiler;   neverthelefs,  I  am  ilill 
more  lucky  than  he  was,  even  at  the 
higheft  point   of   his  fortune.      He 
had  two  formidable  enemies  in  the 
Duke  d'Uzeda  his  own  fon,  and  in 
the  confeiTor   of  Philip   the  Third 
whereas  I   lee   not  one   perfon  near 
the  king,  who  has  credit  enough  to 
hurt  me,  nor  even  one  whom  I  fu- 
fpeft  to  be  my  foe. 
'  It  is  true,  indeed,'  continued  he, 
that  when  I  came  to  the  miniftry,  I 
fuftered  Hone  to  be  near  the  prince, 
but  thole  who  were  connected  with 
me,  either  by   blood  or  friemifhip. 
I  have  by  vice-royalties  or  embaffies 
got  rid  of  all  thole  nobk-men  who, 
by  their  perfonal  merit,  might  have 
acquired  fome  portion   of  my  fove- 
reign's  favour,  which  1  was  refolvcd 
entirely   to    poffcf's  :   fo   that   I   may 
now  fafely  lay,   no  great  man  takes 
umbrage  at  my  credit.     Thou  fecit, 
Gil  Bias,'  added  he,  '  that  1  difclofe 
my  heart  to  ihee.     As  I  have  reafon 


to  think  thee  entirely  devoted  to  me, 
I  have  chofen  thee  for  my  confident, 
'i'h on  dolt  not  want  undtrftanding; 
,T(,  I  believe,  modeft,  prudent,  and 
difcreet  5    in   a    word,    thou   fcemeft 
proper  for  excculirsr  twenty  forts  of 
commifKcns,  which  require  a  young 
man  of  extenfive  underitan'dinjr,  who 
is  at  the  fame  time  in  my  inWrdb/ 
I  not  proof  againft  the  flattering 
I  which  thefe  words  raifcdin  my 
imagination.     Some   vapours  of  ava- 
rice and  ambition   mounted  into   my 
brain,  and  awaked  in  me  thole  fenti- 
inents  over  which  I  thought  I  had  gain- 
ed a   compieat  triumph.     I  protelted 
to  the  minifter,  that  I   would  anfwcr 
his  intentions  with  all  my  power  5  and 
I  kfpt  myfelf  ready  to  execute,  without 
fcruple,    all     the    commiffions     with 
wlii.  h  he  mould   think  proper  to  en- 
truft  me. 

\VhiIe  I  was  thus  difpofed  to  raife 
new  altars  to  Fortune,  Scipio,  return- 
ing from  his  journey,  faid,  *I  have 
'  not  a  tedious  narration  to  make. 

*  The  Lords  of  Leyva  were  charmed 
'  when   I  told  them  the  reception  you 
'  met  with  from   the  king,  when   he 

*  knew  you,  and  with  the   behaviour 
'  of  the  Count  d'Olivarez.' 

Here  I  interrupted  Scipio,  faying, 
'  You  would  have  given  them  ftill 

*  more  p'.eafure,  my  friend,  could  you 
4  have  told  them  on  what  footing  I  am 

*  now  with   his  grace.     The  rapidity 

*  of  the  progrefs  which  I  have  made 
'  in  his  excellency's  heart  fince  thy 
'  departure  is  altogether  prodigious/ 
— *  God  be  praifcd,  my  dear  mailer  !* 
anfwered  hej  *  I   fore  fee  that  a  fylen- 

*  did   deltiny    awaits    us.' — *  Let    us 
«  wave  this  fubjecV  feid  I>  '  and  talk 
'  of  Oviedo.     Thou  haft  been  at  the 

*  Afturias ;   in    what    condition    didft 
'  thou  leave  my  mother  ?'—' Ah,  Sir!' 
he  replied,  afluming  all  of  a  fudden  a 
melancholy  look,   *  I  have  nothing  but 
<  afflicling  news  for   you    from   that 

*  quarter.'—*  O    Heaven  !'    cried    I, 
'  my  mother  is  certainly  dead.' — *  Six 

*  months  ago,'  faid  my  lecretary,  *  the 

*  good  iady  paid  the  tribute  of  nature, 
'  as  well  as  your  uncle  Signior  Gil 
«  Perez.' 

I  was  deeply  affccled  with  my  mo- 
ther's death,  although  in  my  infancy 
I  had  never  received  from  her  thole  ca- 
rcfles  which  arencctflary  to  make  chil- 
dren grateful  iu  the  fequel.  I  likewife 

paid 
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paid  thofe  tears  which  I  owed  to  the 
good  canon,  for  the  care  he  had  of 
my  education.  My  grief,  indeed,  did 
not  laft  long,  but  foon  mellowed  into 
a  tender  remembrance  which  I  have  al- 
ways preferved  of  my  parents. 


CHAP.     IX. 

HOW  AND  TO  WHOM  THE  COUNT- 
DUKE  MARRIED  HIS  ONLY  DAUGH- 
TER, WITH  THE  BITTER  FRUITS 
WHICH  THAT  MARRIAGE  PRODU- 
CED. 

SOON  after  the  return  of  Cofcoli- 
na's  fon,  the  count-duke  fell  into 
a  profound  reverie,  in  which  he  re- 
mained  for  the  fpace  of  eight  whole 
days.     I  imagined  that  he  was  medi- 
tating fome  great  ftroke  of  politicks  ; 
but  the  fubjecl  of  his  mufing  regarded 
his  own  family  only.  *  Gil  Bias,'  faid 
he  to  me  one  afternoon,  c  thou  muft 
have    perceived  that   I    am  a  good 
deal  perplexed  in  mind.     Yes,    my 
child,  I  am  wholly  engrofled  by  an 
affair  upon  which  the  repofe  of  my 
life  depends  ;  and  I  will  impart  the 
fecret  to  thee. 

«  Donna  Maria,  my  daughter,'  con- 
nued  he,  *  is  now  marriageable,  and 
her  heart  is  difputed  by  a  great  num- 
ber of  noblemen.  The  Count  de 
Niebles,  eldeft  fon  of  the  Duke  de 
Medina  Sidonia,  chief  of  the  family 
of  Guzman,  and  Don  Lewis  de  Ha- 
ro,  eldeft  fon  of  the  Marquis  de  Car- 
pio and  my  own  fifter,  are  the  two 
candidates  who  feem  beft  intitled  to 
the  preference  ;  efpecially  the  laft, 
who  poflefTes  merit  fo  much  fuperior 
to  that  of  his  rivals,  that  all  the 
court  perfuade  themfelves  I  (hall 
make  choice  of  him  for  my  fon-in- 
law.  Neverthelefs,  without  entering 
into  the  reafons  which  I  have  to  ex- 
clude him,  as  well  as  the  Count  de 
Niebles,  I  will  tell  thee,  that  I  have 
caft  my  eyes  on  Don  Ramires  Nun- 
nez  de  Guzman,  Marquis  de  Toral, 
and  chief  of  the  family  of  Guzman 
d' Abrados  :  to  this  young  noble- 
man, and  the  children  which  he 
(hall  have  by  my  daughter,  I  in- 
tend to  leave  my  whole  eftate  an- 
nexed to  the  title  of  Count  d'Oli- 
varez,  to  which  I  will  join  the  qua- 
lity of  grandee  j  fo  that  my  grand- 


children  and  their  defcemlants,  pro- 
ceeding from  the  branch  D'Abrado* 
ami  that  of  Olivarcz,  will  pafs  for 
the  eldeft  of  the  Guzman  family. 
«  Well,  Santillane,'  added  he,  «  doft 
thou  not  approve  of  my  defign  ?'— 
Pardon  me,  Sir,'  anfwered  Ij  '  the 
projcft  is  worthy  of  the  genius  that 
formed  it}  I  am  only  afraid  that 
the  Duke  de  Medina  Sidonia  will 
murmur  at  it.' — '  Let  him  murmur, 
if  he  pleafes,'  re  fumed  the  minifter; 
I  fhall  give  myfelf  very  little  trouble 
about  that.  I  don't  love  his  branch, 
which  hath  ufurped  the  birth-right 
and  titles  thereunto  attached  over 
the  houfe  of  Abrados.  I  mall  mind 
his  complaints  lefs  than  the  chagrin 
of  my  fifter  the  Marchionefs  de  Car- 
pio,  in  feeing  her  fon  disappointed 
in  his  expectation  of  my  daughter. 
But,  after  all,  I  intend  to  pleafe 
mylelf,  and  it  is  already  decided  that 
Don  Ramirez  fhall  prevail  over  all 
his  rivals.' 

The  count-duke,  having  taken  this 
refolution,  gave  a  new  mark  of  his  An- 
gular policy,  in  putting  it  in  practice. 
He  preiented  a  petition  to  the  king, 
begging  that  he  and  the  queen 'would 
be  pieafed  to  bellow  his  daughter  in 
marriage,  defcribing  the  characters  of 
the  noblemen  who  were  in  puriuit  of 
her,  and  leaving  the  choice  entirely  to 
their  majefties;  but  he  did  not  fail, 
in  fpeaking  of  the  Marquis  de  Toral, 
to  mew  that  he  was  the  moft  agreeable 
of  them  all.  Whereupon  the  king, 
who  had  a  blind  complaisance  for  his 
minifter,  returned  this  anfwer : 

*  T  Believe   Don    Ramires    Nunncz 
JL  'worthy  of  your  daughter  Donna 

'  Maria;  neverthdds,  take  your  own 

'  choice.     The  match  which  will  fuit 

'  you   beft  will  be  the  moil  agreeable 

*  to  me. 

'The  KING/ 

The  minifter  affecled  to  mew  tHs 
anfwer;  and  pretending  to  look  upon 
it  as  his  prince's  order,  made  hafte  to 
marry  his  daughter  to  the  Marquis  <le 
Toral ;  an  event  that  very  much  ciii~- 
pieafed  the  Marchionefs  de  Carpio,  as 
well  as  the  Guzmans,  who  had  flat- 
tered themfelves  with  the  hope  of  ei"~ 
poufing  Donna  Maria.  Nevertheless, 
as  they  could  not  hinder  the  mairiage, 
they  affecled  to  celebrate  it  with  gil*?.t 
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demonftrations    of  joy.     One   would 

have   thought   that   the   whole  family 

was  charmed    with  \he  occalion  ;   hut 

the   maleconunts  wtre   loon  revenged 

in  a  manner  very   melancholy  for  the 

count-duke.     Donna  Maria*   in   ten 

months    brought    forth     a    daughter, 

which  died  in  the  birth,  and  in  a  few 

days  after  fell  herfelf  a  victim  to  death. 

\Vliat  a  Jol's  was  this  fora  father,  who, 

to  ufe  the  exprefhon,  had  no  eyes  but 

for  his  daughter  ;  and  who  (aw,  in  this 

event,   the   mi  (carriage  of  his   defign, 

of  taking  the  right  of  elderihip   from 

the  branch    of   Medina   Sidonia!    He 

was  ib  much  ance6K-d,  that  for    fome 

tlays,  he  fhut  himfelf  up,  and  would 

fee  nobody  but  me,  who   conforming 

niyfelf  to  his  immoderate  grief,  feem- 

cd  as  much  afflicted  as   he.     To  tell 

the  truth,  I  made  ufe  of  this  occafion 

to  med  frefh  tears  to  the  memory  of 

Antonia.     The  refemblance  which  her 

death  had  to  that  of  the  Marchionefs 

de  Toral,  burft  open  again  the  wound 

•which  was  but  imperfectly  cured,  and 

renewed  my  affliction    fo  much,  that 

the  miniiter,  overwhelmed  as  he  was 

with  his  own  forrow,  could  not   help 

being  ftruck  with  mine.     He  was  allo- 

niihed  to  fee  me  enter  fo  warmly  into 

his  chagrin.     *  Gil  Bias,'  laid  he  one 

day,  perceiving  me  plunged  in  the  moft 

melancholy    fadnefs,     '  it  is  a  iweet 

confolation  for  me  to  have  fuch   a 

iympathizingconfident !'— *  Ah,  my 

lord  T  anfwered  I,  giving  to  him  all 

he  honour  of  my  affliction,  '  I  mult 

be  very  ungrateful  and  hard-hearted 

indeed,  if  I  did  not  fincereiy  lyinpa- 

thize  with  your  grace.     How  can  I 

confider  that  you  mourn  the  lols  of 

a  daughter  of   accomplifhed  merit, 

whom  you   tendeily   loved,  without 

mingling  my  tears  with  yours  !  No, 

my  lord  ;  I  am  fo  fenfible  of  your 

goodnefs,  that,  as  long  as  I  live,  I 

mail  always  (hare  in  your  pain  as 

well  as  pleafure.' 


CHAP.     X. 

GIL  BLAS  BY  ACCIDENT  MEETS 
THE  POET  NUNNEZ,  WHO  TFVI.S 
HIM  THAT  HE  HAS  COMPOSED  A 


TRAGEDY,  WHICH  IS  IMMEDI- 
ATELY TO  HE  REPRESENTED  ON 
THE  PRINCF'S  THEATRE.  THE 
I!  A  I)  SUCCESS  OF  THAT  PIECE, 
WITH  THE  SURPRIZING  GOOD 
LUCK  WHICH  ATTENDED  11 's 

FALL. 

TH  E  mini (ter  began  to  be  confoled, 
and  I  of  coni'equence  to  refume 
my  good-humour,  when  one  evening 
I  went  out  all  alone  to  take  the  air  in 
my  coach,  and  met  in  my  way  the 
Auftrian  poet,  whom  I  had  not  feen 
fince  he  quitted  the  hofpital.  He  being 
very  well  drcfled,  I  took  him  into  the 
coach,  and  we  drove  together  to  St. 
Jerome's  Meadow. 

'  Mr.  Nunnez,'  faid  I  to  him,  '  I 

*  think   myfelf  veiy  lucky  in  having 

*  met    you    by    chance,    otherwife    I 

*  fhould  not  have  had  the   pleafure—* 
'  No  reproaches,  Santillane,'  faid   he 
with  precipitation  ;  *  I  fincereiy  own 
'  that  I  had  no  intention  to  vifit  thee, 

*  and  thou  malt  hear  the  reafon.   You 

*  promifed  me  a  good  polt,  provided 
'  I  mould  abjure  poetry  ;  and   I  have 

*  found  a  very  fubltantial  one  on  con- 

*  dition  that  I  makeverfe.     I  haveac- 
'  cepted  this  laft,  as   moft  fuitable  to 

*  my  humour.     A  friend  of  mine  has 

*  introduced  me  into   the   family  of 

*  Don    Bertrand   Gomez   de   Ribero, 
'  treafurer  of  the  king's  gallies.  This 

*  Don  Bertrand,  who  wants  to  have 

*  a  wit  in   his  pay,   finding  my  verfi- 
'  fication  very    brilliant,    has    chofen 
'  me  preferably  to  five  or  fix  authors 

*  who    offered    thfcmlUves    candidates 
1  for  the  employment  of  his  private 
'  fecretary.' 

*  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  it,  ray  dear 
'  Fabricio,'  laid  I ;  'for  that  Don 
'  Bertrand  is  in  all  appearance  very 

*  rich.'—*  Rich  !'  anfwered  he  ;  '  they 

<  fay  he  has  fuch  imme.ife  wealth,  that 
4  he  cannot  count  it.     Be  that  as  it 

*  will,  my  office  is  this  :  as  he  piques 

*  himfelf    upon    being    gallant,    and 

*  would  pals  for  a  man  of  genius,  he 
'  keeps  a  literary  conefpondence  with 
'  feveral    very  fprightly  ladies,  and  I 
«  lend  him  my  pen  to  compofc  billets 

*  rilled  with  wit  and  humour.  I  write 

<  for  him,  in  verfe  to  one,  in  prole  to 


*  Mr.  Le  Sage  has  here  deviated  from  tlic  true  hiftory  ;  for  Donna  Maria  died  un- 
married, aftrr  having  bcrn  betrothed  to  R.iymonJ  dc  Guzman,  Marquis  de  Ti-r.il,  at- 
tcrwards  crcaitd  Duke  de  Medina  dc  las  Tone*. 

'  another, 


ADVENTURES    OF    GIL    BLAS. 


*  to  another,  and  fometimes  in  perfon 

*  carry  the  letters  to   mew  the  multi- 

*  plkity  of  my  talents.' 

*  But  thou  halt  not  told  me,'  faid 
I,   *  what  I  chiefly  dcfne   to   know  j 
'  art- thoXi  well  paid  for  thy  epUtolary 

*  epigrams?"—'  Very  largely,'  he  re- 
plied; *  rich    people   are   not  always 
*•  generous,  and  J  know  fome  of  them 

*  who  are  mere  fcrubs  ;  but  Don  Ber- 
'  trand  ufes  me  very  nobly.    Over  and 
'  above  two  hundred  piltoles  of  fixed 
1  wages,  I  frequently  receive  from  him 

*  fmall   gratifications,  which  put  me 
4  in  a  condition  to  act  the  gentleman, 
'  and   pafs   my  time  agreeably   with 
'  fome  authors,    who   are,    like   me, 
'  enemies  to  care." — <  But,'  I  relumed, 
'   has  thy  treasurer  talte  enough  to  re- 

*  lilh   the  beauties   of  a.  work  of  ge- 
'  nius,    and  to   perceive  it's  faults  ?' 
— '  Not    at   all,'    anfwered   Nunnez ; 
'  though  he  can  talk  fpeciouSly,  he  is  by 

*  no  means  a  connoiSTeur.     He  gives 

*  himfelf  out,however,  for  another  Tar- 

*  pa*,  decides   boldly,    and  fupports 
*•  his  opinion  with  fuch   loudneis  and 

*  obftinacy,    that  generally  when   he 
'  difputes,  his   antagonilt  is    obliged 

*  to  yield,  in  order  to  avoid  the  mower 
'  of   ill    language  with  which  he  is 
'  wont  to  overwhelm  his  opponents. 

*  Thou  mayelt  well  believe,'  pur- 
fucd  he,  '  that  I  am  very  cautious  of 
'  contradicting  him,  whatever  caufe  he 

*  gives  meforlbdoing  ;  for,  befides  the 
'  difagreeable  epithets  which  I  mould 

*  certainly  bring  upon  myfelf,  I  might 

*  pofllbly  be  turned  out  of  doors.     I 
1  therefore  prudently  applaud  what  he 
'  prailes,    and    difapprove    of   every 
'  thing  which  he  condemns.     By  this 

*  complailance,    which    colts  me   no- 

*  thing,  becaufe  I  poffefs   the  art  of 
'  accommodating    myfelf  to  the  cha- 

*  raclers  of  thole  who  can   befriend 
'  me,  I  have  gained  the  friendship  and 

*  elteem  of  my  patron.     He    has   en- 

*  gaged  me  to  compofe  a  tragedy  on  a 

*  .fubjecl  which  he  fuggefted.     1  have 
4  accordingly  finifhed  it  under  his  eye  ; 
«  and  if  it  fucceeds  I   0;all  owe  one 
'  part  of  my  glory  to  his  good   ad- 
'  vice.' 

I  aflced  the  title  of  his  tragedy,  and 
he  told  me  i*  was  called,  the  Count  dehe 
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Saldaghe,  informing  me,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  it  would  be  reprefented  in 
three  clays  on  the  Prince's  Theatre.  *  I 
wifh,'  anfwered  I,  '  that  it  may  have 
a  great  run  ;  and  I  have  fuch  a  good 
opinion  of  thy  genius  as  to  hope  it 
will.' — <  I  hope  fo  too,'   faid   he  j 
but  there  is  no  dependence  upon  fuch. 
hope,  fo  uncertain  are  authors  of  the 
event   of  a  dramatick  piece.'      At 
length  the  firft  day  of  it's  reprefen- 
truion  arrived  ;   and  as  I  could  not  go 
to  the  play,  being  hindered  by  a  com- 
miffion  I  had  to  perform  for  his  grace, 
all  that  I  could  do  was  to  fend  Scipio 
thither,  that  I  might  at  leaft  know  that 
very  evening  the  fuccefs  of  a  perfor- 
mance in   which  I  interefted   myfelf. 
After  having  waited  with   impatience, 
I   faw  him  return  with  a  look  from 
which  I  conceived  a  bad  omen. i  Well,' 
faid  I  j  <  how  hath  the  Count  de  Sal- 
'  dagne  been  received  by  the  publick  ?* 
— *  Very  brutally,'  anfwered  he  5  f  ne- 
ver was   a  piece  more   barbarously 
ufed.     I  came  away  incenfed  at  the 
infolence    of  the   pit.' — *  And    I,' 
aid  I,  *  am  incenfed  at  the  fury  of 
Nunnez,  in  compofing  plays.    Muft 
he  not  have  loft  his  judgment  entire- 
ly, to  prefer  the  ignominious  fiiouts 
and  hiffes  of  an  audience  to  the  hap- 
py lot  which  I  could  have  procured 
for  him  ?'    Thus  through  friendship 
did  I  inveigh  againft  the  Auftrian  poet, 
and  afflicted  myfelf  at  the  misfortune 
of  his  piece,  while  he  exulted  in  the 
event. 

Two  days  after  he  actually  came  to 
my  houfe  in  a  tranfport  of  joy.  *  San- 
tillane,'  cried  he,  *  I  am  come  to 
Share  with  thee  the  extreme  pleafure 
which  I  feel  '.  In  coinpohng  a  bad 
play,  my  friend,'  I  have  made  my 
fortune.  Thou  knoweft  the  ftrange 
reception  which  the  Count  de  Sal- 
dagne  met  uith  ;  all  the  Spectators 
exclaimed  again  It  him  as  if  for  a 
wager,  and  to  that  general  exclama- 
tion I  owe  my  good  fortune.' 
AltoniShed  to  hear  the  poet  Nunnez 
talk  in  that  manner  j  *  How,  Fabricio  !' 
faid  I,  «  is  it  poffible  that  the  fail  of 

*  thy  tragedy  can  juftify  thy  immode- 

*  rate  joy  ?' — *  Yes,    lure,'  anfwered 
:  *  I  told  thee  before  that  Don  Ber- 


*  Sp.  Mctius  Tarpa,  a  famous  critick  of  the  Auguttan  age  :   his  tribunal  was  in  the 
temple  of  Apollo,  where  he  lat  with  four  colleagues,  to  judge  th'2  rnevit  of  all  theatrical 
}  before  they  were  «xhibitsd  on  the-liage. 

S  '  trahd' 
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t  trand  bnd  inferted  fomc  of  his  own 

*  coinpofition   in   my  piece,  which   of 
'  confequence    he    thought   excellent. 
'   He  was  violently  piqued  to  find  the 

*  fpeclators  of  a  different  opinion,  and 
'  this  morning  faid  to  me,  "  Nunnez, 
<c  Vi&rix  caufa  aits  placuit,  fed  -citfa 
"   Catoni  :  if  the  publick  is  dilpiealed 
"  with  thy  production,  in  recompencc, 
ft  it  pleaies  me,   and  that   is  en 

"  To  con  Cole  thee  for  the  had  talte  of 
**  the  age,  I  will  give  thce  two  thou- 
11  fand  crowns  a  year  on  my  eltate  ; 
"  let  us  go  inftamly  to  my  notary,  and 
"  have  the  deed  drawn."  We  went 
'  thither  accordingly,  the  treaturer  has 
'  iigned  the  deed,  and  paid  me  the  firft 
'  year  advance.' 

I  congratulated  Fabricio  on  the  un- 
happy fate  of  the  Count  de  vSa!  • 
fince  it  had  turned  out  ib  much  to  the 
author's  advantage.  *  Thou  hadll 
realbn,*  continued  he,  *  tocompii- 
mcitt  me  on  the  occafion  5  how  hap- 
py am  1  in  having  been  loundiy  hiiIV.d  ! 
If  the  publick  had  been  kind  enough 
to  honour  me  with  applauie,  what 
feivicc;  fhculd  I  have  received  from 
it?  Nothing  cfconfequencej  I  Humid 
have  got  but  a  very  modei  trc  (urn 
for  my  labours,  whereas  it's  hijiVs 
have  all  of  a  hidden  made  me  caly 
for  life/ 


CHAP.     XL 

SANTILLANE  OBTAINS  AN  EM- 
PLOYMENT FOR  SCIPIO,  WHO 
DEPARTS  FOR  NEW  SPAIN. 

MY  fecretary  could  net  without 
envy  look  upon  the  uiu->: 
good    fortune    of    the   poet    NUIURVC, 
which  was  the  foie  iubjecl  of  his  dif- 
courle  during  eight  whole  days.     *  I 
admire,'   faiil   he,    *  the    capiice   of 
Fortune,  that  lometimes  delights  in 
loading   a    deteftable    author    with 
wc:t!th,  while  (he  leaves  men  ui' 
nius   in   milery  ;    I  wilh   Ihe  would 
take  it  in  her  head  to  enrich  ine  allb 
e  fpace  of  one  night.*—*  Tin: 
may  vtty  well  happen,'  laid  I,  *  and 
much    ioonei     than     you    im.icrine. 
Thou  art  here  in    iitr  temple  j   for  I 
think  we  may  call   the    prime-mini- 
houfe  the  temple  of  Fortune, 
where  favours    are    often    be!' 
which  all  of  a  iuddtrn  ccricli  thole 


who  obtain  them.'—*  That  is  true, 
Sir,'  anfwered  he  j  '  but  they  mult 
be  waited  for  with  patience.'—'  Once 
more,  Scipio,'  laid  I,  '  makeyour- 
felf  eafy  ;    perhaps  you  are  on  the 
point  of  having  iome  good  poft.*  A 
few  days  after,  an  opportunity  actu- 
ally offered  of  employing  him  advan- 
tageoufly  in  the  fervice  of  the  count- 
duke,  and  I  did  not  let  it  efcape. 

Dilcourfmo  one  morning  with  Don 
Raymond  Caporis,  fteward  of  the 
prime- m in ifter, our  converfation  turned 
upon  his  excellency's  revenues.  *  His 
grace,'  faid  he,  «  enjoys  the  com- 
manderies  of  all  the  military  or- 
ders, which  are  worth  forty  thoufand 
crowns  per  annum,  and  he  is  obliged 
to  wear  the  crofs  of  Alcantara  only. 
riefides,  his  three  pods  of  great 
chamberlain,  matter  of  the  horfe, 
and  grand  chancellor  of  the  Indies, 
bringin  two  hundred  thoufand  more  ; 
and  ail  that  is  nothing  in  companion 
to  the  irimienK:  Aims  which  he  draws 
from  America.  I  will  tell  you  how: 
when  the  king's  mips  fet  fail  from 
Seville  or  Lilbon  for  that  country, 
he  embarks  on  board  of  them  wine, 
oil,  and  corn,  which  his  ettate  of 
Olivaiez  .affords,,  and  he  pays  no 
duty.  He  fells  thefe  commodities  in 
the  Indies  for  four  times  the  price 
which  they  would  yield  in  Spain, 
then  employs  the  money  in  purchafmg 
fpki:s,  colours,  arid  other  things^ 
which  are  bought  for  almoft  nothing 
in  that  new  world,  and  afterwards 
are  fold  at  a  high  rate  in  Europe. 
He  has  already  got  many  millions 
by  this  trailiek,  without  doing  the 
lead  prejudice  to  the  king.  What 
will  not  furprize  you,'  continued  he, 
is,  that  the  people  employed  in  trnn- 
iac"iing  this  commerce  always  return 
enriched,  the  count  allowing  them 
to  take  care  of  their  own  fortune, 
while  they  manage  his.' 
Colcoiinu's  Ion,  who  liftencd  to  our 
dilcouiiV,  could  not  hear  Don  Ray- 
mond talk  thus,  without  interrupting 
him.  *  Zooks  !  biy.uior  Caporis,  I 
ihould  be  glad  to  be  one  of  thefe 
people,  for  I  have  long  wifhed  to 
ice  Mexico.'— '  Yuur  curiofity  will 
foon  be  fatisfied,'  laid  jhe  li« 
<>  him,  «  if  Signior  dc  Santilhne  has 
iioot^ruon  to  your .def.re.  Though 
I  am  very  nice  in  the  choice  of  thole 
whom  I  fend  to  the  Indies  on  this 
'  employ- 
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'  employment,  (for  I  chufe  them  all) 
«  I  will,  without  hefitation,  infertyou 

*  in  my  regifter,  if  your  matter  delires 

<  it.' — '  You  will  oblige  me  in  to  do- 

*  ing,'  faid  I  to  Don  Raymond  ;  «  pray, 
'  give  me  that  mark  of  your  friend - 
'  (hip.     Scipio  is  a  young  rnan  whom 
«  -I  love  ;  befides,  he  has  a  great  deal 

<  of  understanding,   and  will   behave 
1  in  an  irreproachable  manner.     In  a 

<  word,  I  can  anfwer  for  him  as  for 

<  myfelf.' 

«  If  that  be  the  cafe/  refumed  Ca- 
pons, *  let  him  repair  immediately  to 
«  Seville;  the  mips  will  fail  for  the 

*  Indies  in  a  month.     He  f}rali  have  a 
«  letter  from  me  at  his  departure,  for 

<  a  man  who  will  give   him   all   ne- 
«  ceflary  inftru6tions  to  enrich  himfelf, 

*  without  prejudifing  the  interetts  of 
'  his  excellency,  which  mutt  ever  be 

*  looked  upon  as  facred.' 

Scipio,  charmed  with  this  employ- 
ment, made  haftetofet  out  for  Seville, 
with  a  thoufand  crowns  which  I  gave 
him,  to  buy  wine  and  oil  in  Andalufia:, 
and  put  him  in  a  condition  to  trade  in 
the  Indies  on  his  own  bottom,  Never- 
thelefs, glad  as  he  was  to  make  a 
voyage  by  which  he  hoped  to  profit  fo 
much,  he  could  not  leave  me  without 
Ihedding  tears,  and  I  could  not  be- 
hold his  departure  with  indifference. 


CHAP.     XII. 

AIvPHONSO  DE  LEYVA  COMES 
TO  MADRIQ  ;  THE  MOTIVE  OF 
HIS  JOURNEY.  GIL  BLAS  IS 
AFFLICTED  AT  THE  CAUSE, 
BUT  REJOICES  AT  THE  CONSE- 
OF  IT. 


SCIPIO  was  fcarce  gone,  when  a 
page   belonging   to  the   minifter 
brought  to  me  a  billet  containing  theie 
words  :   '  If  Signior  de  Santillane  \vill 
give  himfelf  the  trouble  tu  call   at 
St.  Gabriel's  Head  in  Toledo  Street, 
he  will  there   fee   one   of  his   belt 
friends.'—?  Who   can   this  anony- 
mous friend  be?'  faid  I  to  myielf  : 

*  Why  does  he  conceal  his  name?  He 
'  wants,  I  fuppofe,  to  give  me  the  plea- 

*  fure  of  furprize.'     I  went  out  im- 
mediately to  Toledo  Street,  and  going 
to  the  appointed  place,  was  not  a  little 
aftoniflied    to   fee   Don   Alphonfo  de 

«  j^re  you  here,  my  lord  !'—  - 


-373 

'  Yes,  my  dear  Gil  Bias,'  anfwered 
he,  hugging  me  in  his  arms ;  '  it  is 
Don  Alphonfo  himfelf  whom  you 
lee.' — '  What  brings  you  to  Ma- 
drid?' faid  I.  «  I  will  both  fur- 
prize  and  afflict  you,'  he  replied,  «  in 
telling  the  caufe  of  my  journey,  f 
am  deprived  of  the  government  of 
Valencia,  and  the  prime-minilter  has 
ordered  me  to  court  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  my  conduct.'  I  remained 
a  whole  quarter  of  an  hour  mute  and 
thunderftruck,  then  recovering  myfelf, 
afked  what  he  was  acciifed  of.  *  J 
1  know  nothing  of  the  matter,'  an- 
fwered  he;  '  but  impute  my  difgrace 

*  to  a  vifit  which  I  made  about  three 

*  weeks  ago  to  the  Cardinal  Duke  of 
'*  Lerma,  who  has  been  a  month  con- 
'  'fined  to  his  cattle  of  Denia.' 

*   O !    truly,'    faid  I,    interrupting; 
him,  '  you   have   rtafon   to  attribute 

*  your  misfortune    to    that  indifcreet 
«  vifit}   you  need  feek  for  the  caufe  of 
'  it  no  where  elfe  ;  ar.d  give  me  leave  to 
'  fay,  you  did  not  confuit  your  ufual 

*  prudence,  when   you   went    to   viiit 
«  the  difgraced  minifter.' — '  The  error 
{  is  now  committed,'  faid  he;   '  and  I 
1  have  taken  my  reiblution  with  a  good 

*  grace.     I  will  retire  with  myfamiiy 
c  to  the  caftle  of  Leyvn,  where  I  will 

*  fpend  the  reft  of  my  days  in  profound 
4  peace.      All  that  gives   me  concern, 
1  is  my  being  obliged  to  appear  before 

<  a  haughty" minifter,  who  may  poflibly 

*  treat  me  uncivilly;  afufficientmorti- 
«  ficution  to  a  Spaniard!   neverthelefs 
'  it  mu(t  be  borne ;  but  before  I  would 

*  make  this  fubmifTion,  I  was  willing 

<  to  fpeak  with  you.' 

'  My  lord,'  faid  I,  *  don't  prefent 

*  yourielf  before  the.  minijter  until  I 
know  what  you  are  accufed  of:  per- 


*  haps  the  evil  is  not  without  remedy. 
•«  Be  that  as  it  will,  you  mult  allow 


me,  if  you  pleafe,  to  exert  myfelf  in 
'  yqur  favour  as  much  as  gratitude 
*  and  friendfhip  require.'  So  faying, 
J  left  him  at  the  inn,  a  flu  ring  him  that 
he  fliould  hear  from  me  loon. 

As  I  had  not  meddled  in  Mate-affairs 
fince  the  two  memorials,  of  which  elo- 
quent mention  has  been  madCi  I  went 
to  Carnero,  and  afced  if  it  was  true 
that  the  government  of  Valencia  had 
been  taken  from  Don  Alphonfo  de 
Leyva.  Ha  anfwered  in  the  affirmative, 
but  f&id  he  was  ignorant  of  the  caufe. 
Upon  this  I  formed  a  refoJution,  with- 
3  B  2,  out 
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out  hefitatron  to  axiu'refs  mxfclf  to  his 
grace,  that  I  might  learn  from  his  own 
mouth  what  crunc  he  had  to  complain 
of  Don  Cxlar's  Jon. 

I  was  ib  much  penetrated  with  this 
troubleibme  event,  that  I  had  no  occa- 
fion  to  affect  a  melancholy  look  ; 
pear  aifli&ed  in  the  eyes  of  the  count- 
duke.     '  What  is  the  matter,  Santil- 
'  lane?'    faid   he,  as  Ibon  as    1. 
me;   '  I  perceive  an  impreflion  of  for- 

*  row  on  thy  countenance,    and 

*  the  tears  ready,  to  drop  from  thine 

*  eyes:    has   any  body  injured  thee? 
'  Speak,  and  thou  ihalt  be  revenged.' 
— '  My  lord,'    aniwcred  I,   weeping, 
'  I  could  not  conceal  my  1'orrow  from 

*  you  if  I  would  :   I  am  quite  in   der 
'  (pair,  being  told  that  Don  Alphonfo 
'  de  Leyva  is  no  longer  governor  of 

*  .Valencia  ;  for  I  could  not  have  heard 

*  a  piece  of  news  that  would  affect  me 
«   more/  — «  What    fayeft    thou,    Gil 

*  Bias  ?'  replied  theminifteraftonimed  ; 
'  what  concern  can  ft  thou  have  with 

*  that  Don  Alphonib  and.  his  govern  - 

*  ment?'     I  then  gave  him  a  detail  of 
.all   the  ob'igutlons  I'.la;»vunder  to  the 
Lords  of  Leyva;   and'afterwards  re- 
counted in  what   manner  I    had    ob- 
tained   iV'.in    the   Duke  of  Lerma  the 
•government  in  querlion  for  Do.. 

V\T!,en  Hi-  excellency  had  heard  me 
'to  an  end,  with  an  attention  full  of 
jcindncfs  for  me,  he  laid,  *  Dry  up 

*  thy  tears,   my  friend.     I   not   only 
4  was  ignorant  of.   what  thou  haft  told 
'  me,  ,but  own  alib  that  I  looked  upon 
'  Don  Alphonib  as  a  creature  of. the 

<  Cardinal    of    Lcrma  :     put    thyleif 
4  in    my  |  '  .      id    not   the   vifit 
«  which  he  inadato  his  eminence  make 

*  trice    I'cfpcct   liim  ?   I  am  willing  to 
'  believe,    however,  that    havi:; 

<  ceived  his  employment  from  the  car- 

*  dinal,    hj  icok  that  ftep  out  of  pure 
,'*  gratitude.     I    am  ibrry   for    having 

*  dilplaced  a  man  who  owed   his   pull 
'  to  thee  ;   i  ve  dcftrojed  thy 

*  work,  I  can  repair  it.     I  will  even  do 

*  more  for  thee  than  the  Duke  of  Ler- 
«  m:i  did:   thy  friend    Don  Alphonib 
'  was   no 'more  than  governor  of  the 
'  city  of  Valencia,    and  I  will    make 
'  him  vice-roy  of  the  kingdom  of  Ar- 

*  ragon  :   thou  maycft  go  and  inh;im 
'  him  of  ihis  piece  of  news,  and  de- 
4  lire    him   to    come    and    take    the 

*  oat!:-. 


When  I  heard  -rhclc  words,  I-pa(Tc4 
fioin  the  txtrciuity  of  grief  to  an  tx- 
cefsof  joy,  which  dilhirbed  my  intel- 
lects fo  much,  that  my  difordcr  aj>- 
pc.ircd  in  the  compliment  of  thanks 
which  I  made  to 

not,  however,  difpleafed  at  my  con- 
fufion.  But  wherj  I  told  him  that 
t)on  Alphonfo  was  already  at  Ma- 
drid, he  laid  I  might  introduce  him 
that  very  day.  1  ran  immediately  to 
the  St.  Gabriel,  where  Don  Cad'ar'$ 
fon  was  overjoyed  to  hear  of  his  new 
employment:  he  could,  fcarce  believe 
what  I  faid,  fo  improbable  did  it  feem 
to  him,  that  the  minilter,  whatever 
friend/hip  he  had  for  me,  was  capable 
of  bellowing  vice-realties  on  my  re- 
commend a!:  n ducted  him  to 
the  count  •>  received  him 
very  politely,  and  told  him,  he  had  be- 
haved To  well  in  his  government  of  the 
city  of  Valencia,  that  the  king,  think- 
ing him  qualified,  to, fill  a  higher  place, 
had  named  him  to  the  vice-royalty  of 
Arragon.  '.  Befides,'  added  he,  «  that 
'  dignity  is  not  above  your  birth;  and 
*  the  no&jity  of  Arragon  cannot  mur- 
'  mur  at^l'.e  choice  of  the  court.' 

His  excellency  made  no  mention  of 
me,  and. the  pul>l;ck   never  knew  the 
part   which   I    acted    in    this  aff, 
circurnftanct:  that  favi-dDon  Alphonib 
and  the  minifter  a  great  many  ft; 
remarks  that  people  might  have  pafled 
upon  a  vice-roy  oinvy  making. 

As  foon  as  Don  CzTarVfon  was  cer- 
tain of  the  place,  he  dilpatched  an  GJ;- 
prcfs  to  Valencia  to  .inform  his  father 
and  Seraphina  of  his  good  fortum 
they  ibon  came  to  Madrid:  their  firft 
care  was  to  find  me,  and  overwhelm  me 
with  thanks.     What    a  moving 
glorious    fight  was  it  for    me,  to  ft  c 
myft-lf  embraced  with  t;;guTicls  • 
tluxe  ptrlbns    in    the  world   w'l. 
loved  molt !  As  fenfible  of  my  ze;-. 

ii  as  the  honour  which  the  poft 
of  vice-roy  did  to  their  family,   their 
expreflions  of  gratitude  to  me  were  in- 
finite: they  even  i"j;uLc  to  me  as  to  oi\c 
of  their  own  rank  :  they  feemed  t< 
forgot  that  I  was   their   fervant ;  and 
thought  they  could  never  enough 
nifclt  their  hiendlhip.  To  A;, 
lefs  circuinrhmces,Don  AlphonH 
Lived  his  letters -pa  tent,  ti. 
the  king  and  his  minifttr,  and  having 
taken  the  ufual  oaths,  let  out  with  his 
family  from  Madrid,  to  go  and  fix  his 
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abode  at  Saragofia*',  where  he  made 
his  entrance  with  all  poflible  magni- 
ficence :  and  the  Arragonians  mewed 
by  their  acclamations  that  they  were 
very  well  plealed  with  the  vice-roy 
whom  I  had  let  over  them. 


CHAP.     XIII. 

GIL  BLAS  MEETS  DON  GASTON  DF 
COGOLLOS  AND  DON. ANDREA  DE 
TORDESILLAS  AT  THE  PALACE. 
THE  CONCLUSION  OF  THE  STO- 
RY OF  DON  GASTON  AND  DONNA 
HELE'NA  DE  GAUSTEO.  SAN- 
TILLANE  DOES  AN  IMPORTANT 
PIECE  OF  SERVICE  TO  TORDE- 
SILLAS. 

I  Swam  in  joy  for  having  fo  luckily 
changed  a  difplaced  governor  into  a 
vice-roy :  even  the  Lord?  of  Leyva  were 
lei's  pie?.fed  at  it  than  I  was.  I.focm 
had  another  opportunity  of  employing 
my  credit  for  a  friend  j  which  I  t'h'ink 
I  mould  relate,  to  perluade  the  reader 
that  I  was  no 'longer  the  fame  Gil  Bias 
who  fold  the  favour  of  the  court  under 
the  preceding  miniitry. 

Being  one  day  in   the  king's  anti- 
chamber,  diicourfing  with  noblemen, 
who,   knowing   my  fituation  with  the 
prime- minified,    did    not    difdain    my 
converiation  5  I  perceived  in  the  crowd 
Don   Gafton  de  Cogollos,  that  ftate- 
prifoner  whom  I  had  left  in  the  tower 
of  Segovia,   and  the  keeper  Don  An- 
drea de  Tordefillas    along  with    him. 
J  immediately  quitted  my  company  to 
c-o   and    embrace  theie    two    friends, 
•whom,  if  they  were  aftonifhed  to  fee 
me  there,'  I  was  ftill   more  i'o  to  meet 
in    that    place.      After   fome    warm 
hugs  on   both  fides,  Don  Gallon  laid 
to    me,    '  Signior  de   Sanullane,    we 
have  a  world  of  queitions  to  alk  mu- 
tually, and  this  is  not  a  convenient 
place  for  that  purpofe  :   allow  me  to 
conduct  you  to  ahoufewhere  Signior 
de  Tordefillas  and  I  will  be  glad  to 
have  a  long  conyerfation  with  you/ 
I  confented  to  this  prppofaj :  we  fqueez- 
ed  through  the  crowd,  and  going  out 


of  the  palace,    found  Don   Gallon's 
coach  waiting  for  us  in  the  ilrtetj    we 
went  into  it  all  three,  and  were  diiven 
to  the  great  market-place  where    the 
bull-fights    are  performed,   ar.d  tin-re 
Cogollos     lived   in    a   very    handfome 
houle.     '  Signior  Gil  Bias/  laid  Doa 
Andren,  when   we  were  fet   in  a  hail 
magnificently  furnifhed,  '  at  your  de- 
parture from  Segovia  you  fcemed  to 
hate  the  court,  anil  to  be  i cibived  to 
remove  from  it  for  ever.' — '  That 
w.is  actually  my  defign/  an  i  were d  I  j 
and  io  long  as  the  late  king  lived,  I 
did  not  change  my  ier.timents;   but 
when   I  underftcod  that   the  prince 
his   ion   was   on   the    tin  one,    I  was 
willing  to   fee  if  the  new  monarch 
would  know  me  again  ;   he  did   re- 
coiltoi  me,   and  I  hml  the  good  fcr- 
to    be    favourably    received: 
he  hnnlelf  recommended  me  to  the 
pri  me- m  miller,  who   has    conceived 
a  friendfhip  for  me,  and  with  whom 
I  am    in    Mill   greater   favour    than 
ever  I  was  with  the  Duke  of  Ltr- 
ma.     This,    Signior    Don  Andrea, 
is  what   I  liad   to  tell   you.     Now, 
pray,   let  me  know  if  you   are  Jtili 
keeper  of  the   tower  of  Segovia.' — 
No,  indeed/  he  replied  :   '  the  count- 
duke   has   put  another  in  my  place, 
prohability  believing  me  wholly 
devoted   to  his  predcce/Tur.'" — '  Ami 
as    for   me,'  faid  Don   Gallon.,    *  I 
was  let  ar  liberty  lor  a  quite  contrary 
realbn.  The  prime-miniller  no  loom  r 
learned  that  I  was  impri limed  at  Sc- 
g-ovia  by  the  Duke  of  Lerma's  order, 
than  he  ordered  me  to  be  diicharged  -. 
it  now  remains,  Signior  Gil  Bias,  to 
inform  you  of  what  has  happened  to 
me  iincel  have  been  enlarged. 
*  The  firlt  thing  I  did,'  continued 
le,   «  after  having  thanked  Don  An- 
drea for  his  kmdnds  to  me  during 
my   confinement,    was  to  repair    tt> 
Madrid,  and  prelent   myfelf  before 
the    Count-Duke   d'Olivaree,    who 
laid  to  me,  "Don't  be  afraid   thut 
the  misfortune  which  hath  happen- 
ed to  you  will  in  the  leall  prejudice 
your  reputation  :  you  are  now  fully 
juilifiedj  and  I  am  the  more  con- 


*  SaragofTa,  formerly  Cjefarea  Augufta,  a  fine  hrge  city,  and  the  capital  of  Arragon, 
^n  Spain,  furrounded  \vith  old  walls,  and  other  antique  fortifications,  ac  the  coniluencc 
or  the  rivers  Ebro,  Guilcyc^,  ana  Cuerva,  which  run  in  a  Icrpentine  manner  throuiih 
the  neighbourhood,  rendering  it  very  iruitrul.  It  has  an  archbiiliop,  fovereign  couiidJ, 
:iad  is  the  feat  of  an  univerfity  and  inguifitiyn. 
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"  vinced  of  your  innocence,  becau/e 
*'  the  Marquis  of  Villarcal,  whofe  ac- 
*'  complice  you  were  fufpecled  to  be, 
"  was  not  guilty  j  for  though  he  is  ai 
"  Portugueze,  and  even  related  to  the 
"  Duke  of  Braganza,    he  is   not   fo 
•"  much  in  his  interefts  as  in  thofe  of 
"  the  king   my    mafter.     Your  inti- 
"  macy  with  that  marquis  is  therefore 
<*  no  reproach  upon  you  ;  and,  in  or- 
"  der  to  repair  the  injuftice  which  you 
tc  fuffered,  in  being  accufed  of  trea- 
*<  fon,  the  king  has  beftowed  upon 
t(  you  a  lieutenancy  in   the  Spanifh 
<*  guards."     I  accepted  the  commif- 
fion,    begging   that   his    excellency 
would  aliow  me,before  I  ftiould  enter 
upon  my  duty,  to  go  to  Coria  and  vir 
fit  my  aunt  Donna  Eleonora  de  Lax- 
arilla.     The  minilter  gave  me  leave 
for  a  month,  and  I  fet  out,  accom- 
panied  by  one  lacquey  'only.     We 
had   already  patted  Colmenar,    and 
were  engaged  in  a  hollow  road,  be- 
tween two  mountains,  when  we  per- 
ceived a  cavalier  defending  hirnfelf 
valiantly  againft  three  men,  who  at- 
tacked him  all  together.     I  did  not 
hefitate,  but   rode   to    his    fuccour, 
and  put.myfelfon   his  fide.     I  ob- 
ferved,   while  we  fought,  that  our 
enemies  were  maiked,  and  that  we 
had  to  do  with  vigorous  fwordfmen  : 
however,  in   fpite  of  their  ftrength 
and  flail,  we  remained  conquerors  j 
for  I  pierced  one  of  the  three,  who 
fell   from  his  horfe,  and  the    other 
two  immediately  betook  themfelveg 
to  flight.    The  viclory,  indeed,  was 
not  much  lefs  fatal  to  us  than  to  the 
wretch  whom   I  killed  ;  ilnce,  after 
the    aflion,  my   companion    and    I 
found  oui  felves  dangeroufly  wound- 
ed.    But  you   may  guefs  what  was 
my  furprize,  when  in  this  cavalier  I 
recollected   Combados,  tiie  hulband 
of  Donna  Helena  !    lie  was  no  lefs 
altoni/hed  when  he  faw  that   I  was 
his  defender  ;   «  Ah,  Don  Gafton  !" 
cried   lie,  tf  was   it    you    then   who 
"  came  to  my  afliftance  !  when  you  fo 
"  generoufly  cfpoufed   my  caule,  you 
*«   little  thought   it   was    that   of  the 
"  man  who  deprived  you  of  your  tiiif- 
11   trefs." — "1  was  really  ignorant  of 
«'  it,"  anfwered  I }  "  but  had  I  known 
"  you,   do  you  imagine  that  I  fliould 
«'  have  fcrupkd  to   do   what   I    have 
*'  done  ?  are  you  ib  much  miftaken  ijj 
u  me  as  to  think  me  fy  bale  ?"— _"  No, 


no,"  he  replied ;  "  I  have  a  belter 
.opinion  of  your  virtue  ;  and  if  I  die 
of  the  wounds  which  I  have  re-, 
ceived,  I  hope  yours  will  not  hin- 
der  you  from  profitingby  my  death.'* 
"  Combadds,"  faid  T,  "  although 
I  have  not  yet  forgot  Donna  Hele- 
na,  know,  that  I  don't  defire  to  en- 
joy  her  at  the  expence  of  your  life; 
I  am  even  glad  of  having  contri- 
buted  towards  laving  you  from  the 
fwords  of  three  anamni,  fince  in 
that  I  have  performed  an  action 
agreeable  to  yo'iir  wife..""  W^ile 
we  converfed  in  this  mariner,  my 
lacquey  alighted,  and  approaching 
the  dead  cavalier,  took  off  his  maik, 
and  difcov'ered  features  which  Com- 
bados immediately  knew.  ".It  is 
Caprara!"  cried  he,  •"  that  perfi- 
dious  coufin,  who,  out  of  fpite,  for 
having  been  difappointed  of  a  rich 
eilate  which  he  unjiiftly  difputed 
with  me,  has  along  time  cherifhed 
the  defire  of  murdering  me,  and  at 
length  chofen  this  day  to  put  it  in 
execution  j  but  Heaven  hath  perr 
mitted  him  to  fall  a  victim  to  his 
own  defign  !" 

'  Meanwhile,  our  Wood  flowed  a- 
pace,  and  we  grew  weaker  and  weak- 
er :  neverthelefs,  wounded  as  we 
were,  we  had  ftrength  enough  to  go 
to  the  town  of  Villarejo,  which  was 
but  two  gun-fhots  from  the  field  of 
battle.  We  alighted  at  the  firit  inn 
we  came  to,  and  feeding  for  fur- 
geons,  one  was  brought,  who  had 
the  reputation  of  bi?ing  very  expert 
in  his  profeffion.  He  examined  our 
wounds,  which  he  found  dangerous, 
then  dreffed  them,  and  next  day, 
after  having  taken  off  the  drefTings, 
declared  that  the  wounds  of  Don 
Bias  were  mortal  :  he  judged  more 
favourably  of  mine  j  and  his  pvog- 
nofticks  were  fulfilled. 

'  Combados,  hearing  his  doom,, 
thought  of  nothing  but  preparing  for 
death  :  he  likevyife  dii'patched  ai 
prefs  to  inform  his  wife  of  what  had 
happened,  and  of  his  prefcnt  melan- 
choly fituation  j  upon  whjch  Donn:i 
Helena,  fetting  out  immediately, 
foon  arrived  at  Villarejo,  her  mind 
dSilurbcd  with  a  difquiet  which  had 
two  different  caufes  :  the  danger  in 
which  her  hufband  was,  and  the: 
dread  of  feeling,  at  fight  of  me,  a 
flame,  which  was  but  half  extin- 
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(  -guimed,  revive,  created  a  terrible 
«  agitation  in  her  breaft.  "  Madam," 
«  faid  Don  Bias,  when  me  came  into 
«  his  prefence,  "  you  arrive  time 
"  enough  to  receive  my  laft  adieu  ; 
««  I  am  going  to  die  j  and  I  regard 
tl  my  death  "as  the  puni  foment  of 
"  Heaven,  for  having  by  a  deceit  de- 
'•"  prived  you  of  Don  Gafton.  Far 
"  from  murmuring  at  my  fate,  I  ex- 
"  hort  ycu  to  reftore  to  him  the  heart 
«  which  I  unjuftly  feized."  Donna 

*  Helena  anfwered  only  by  her  tears  ; 

<  and  truly  it  was  the  belt  reply  me 
«  could  make,  as  me  was  not  as  yet 
«  fo  much  detached  from   me,  as  to 

<  forget  the  artifice  which  he  had  prac- 
8  tifed  to  make  her  break  her  vows. 

<  As  the  furgeon  had  prognofticated, 
'  Combados  died  of  his  wounds  in  lefs 
'  than  three  days,  while  mine  indi- 
<•  cated  a  fpeedy  cure.  The  young  wi- 
'  dow,  who  was  wholly  engrofled  by 

*  the  care   of  tranfporting   her   hul- 
c  band's  corfe  to   Coria,  in  order  to 
c  perform    all    the   funeral    honours 

*  which  me  owed  to  his  alhes,  depart- 
«  ed  from  Vi  Hare  jo,  after  having  en- 
«  quired  (through  pure  politenefs)  a- 
'  bout  my  health.  As  foon  as  I  could 
«  follow  her,  I  fet  out  alfo  for  Coria, 

*  where,    my    recovery    being    com- 
c  pleated,  my  aunt  Donna  Eleonora, 

*  and  Don  George  de  Galifteo,  refolv- 
«  ed  that  Helena  and  I  mould  be  mar- 
«  ricd  forthwith,  led  Fortune  ihould 
'  again  part  us  by  fome  unlucky  ac- 

*  cident.     This    marriage  was    cele- 

*  bratsd  in  private,  on  account  of  the 
6  too  recent  death  of  Don  Bias  ;  and 

<  a  few  days  after  I  returned  to  Ma- 

*  drid  with  Donna  Helena.     As  I  had 
'  exceeded  the  time  prefer) bed  by  the 

*  count-duke  for  my  journey,  I  was 

*  afraid  that  he  had  given  to  another 
'  the  lieutenancy  which  he  had  pro- 

*  mifed  to  me :    but  he  had  not  dii- 

*  poled  of  it,  and  was  fo  good  as  to 
'  admit  the  excufes  which  1  made  for 
'  my  delay. 

*  I  am  now/  continued  Cogollos, 
«  lieutenant  of  the  Spanifti  guard,  am 

<  pleafed  with  my  employment,   and 

*  have     contracted     fome     agreeable 
'  friends,  with  whom  I  live  very  hap- 

*  pily.' — *  I  wilh  I  could  fay  as  much,' 

*  cried  Don  Andrea  ;   <  but  I  am  very 

*  far  from  being  fatisfied  with  my  con- 

*  dition  :  1  have  loll  my  poft,  which 

*  was  pretty  advantageous  j     and  I 


have  no  friends  who  have  credit 
enough  to  procure  me  1'uch  an- 
other.'— *  Pardon  me,  Signior  Don 
Andrea,'  faid  I,  failing,  *  you 
have  in  me  a  friend  who  is  good 
for  fomething.  I  have  already  faid 
that  I  am  ftill  better  beloved  by  the 
count- duke  than  ever  I  was  by  the 
Duke  of  Lerma,  and  you  have  the 
allurance  to  tell  me  to  my  face,  that 
you  have  not  a  friend  who  can  pro- 
cure a  poft  for  you.  Have  I  not 
once  before  done  you  fuch  a  piece 
of  ferrice?  Remember  that,  by  the 
intereft  of  the  Archbifhop  of  Gre- 
nada, I  was  the  occaiion  of  your 
being  named  to  exercife  an  employ- 
ment at  Mexico,  where  you  would 
have  made  your  fortune,  if  love  had 
not  detained  you  in  the  city  of  Ali- 
cant  }  and  I  am  at  prelent  more 
capable  of  ferving  you,  having  the 
ear  of  the  prime-minifter/  —  *  I 
truft  wholly  to  you  then,'  replied 
Tordefillas  j  *  but,'  added  he,  fmiling, 
n  his  turn,  '  pray,  don't  fend  me  to 
New  Spain;  I  will  not  go  thither 
if  I  was  to  be  made  chief  judge  of 
Mexico/ 

We  were  interrupted  in  this  part  of 
our  convocation  by  Donna  Helena, 
who  came  into  the  hall,  and  whofe 
amiable  perfon  equalled  the  charming 
idea  which  I  had  formed  of  her  beau- 
ty. *  Madam,'  laid  Cogollos  to  her, 

*  this  is  Signior  de  Santillane,  of  whom 

*  you  have  heard  me  fpeak,  and  whole 
'  agreeable   company  hath   often   fu- 

*  fpended  my  furrows  while  I  was  in 

*  prilbn.' — c  Yes,   Madam,'  faid  I  to 
Donna  Helena; '  my  converfaiion  pltuf- 

*  ed  him,  becaufe  yoii  was  always  the 

*  fubjec^of  it.'     Don  George's  daugh- 
ter made  a  mcdeft  reply  to  my  compli- 
ment; after  which  I  took  my  leave  of 
this  couple,  protefting  that  I  was  ra- 
vilhed  to  lind  their  long  paffion  was  at 
length  crowned  by  a  happy  marriage. 
Then,  addrellingmylelf  to  Tordefillas, 
I    clefired  him  to  give  me  his  ^direc- 
tion,  which  when  I  received,  *With- 

*  out  bidding  you  aJieu,  Don  Andrea,* 
faid  I,  *  I  hope  in  lefs  than  eight  da\s 

*  you  will  fee  that  I  have  power  as  weii 
'  as  friendlhip.'     My  words  were  foon 
verified  :  the  very  next  day,  the  count- 
duke  furnilhed  me  with  an  occaiion  to 
oblige  the  keeper.     '  Santillane,'  faid 
his  excellency,  *  the  place  of  governor 
'  pf  the  royal  prifon  at  Vailadolid  is 

'  vacant  -t 
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*  vacant;   it  brings  in  more  than  three 
'  hundred   piftoles  per  annum,  and  I 

*  am  refolved  to  bdtow  it  upon  thee.* 
— *  I    would   not    have   it,    my    lord,' 
anfwered  I,  '  were  it  worth  ten  thou- 

*  land  ducats   yearly  :   1    renounce  all 

*  polls  that  I  cannot  enjoy  without  re - 
«  moving   from   your  grace.' — '  Hut,"1 
relumed  the  minilter,  ''thou  ma)  eft  very 
«•  well  c-rjoy  this, without  being  obliged 

*  to  leave  Madrid,  except  to  go  fome- 

*  times  to  Valladoiid  to  vifit  the  pii- 

*  fon/ — *   You     may    fay    what    you 
'  pleafe,'   I   replied;   «  I   will   not  ac- 

*  cept   of  that  employment,    but   on 

*  condition  that  I   mall  be  allowed  to 

*  refign  in  favour  of  a  brave  gentle- 

*  man,  called  Don  Andrea  de  Torde- 
'  fillas,  formerly  keeper  of  the  tower 
«  cf  Sfgovia :  I   mould  love  to  make 

*  him  that  prefent,  as  an  acknowledg- 
c   mcnt  for  the  kind  treatment  I  received 

*  from  him  during  my  confinement.' 
The  minifter,  laughing  at  this  clif- 

couric,  laid,  *  I  fee,  Gil  Bias,  thou 
'  haft  a  mind  to  make  a  governor  of 
e  a  royal  prifon,  as  thou  halt  made  a 

*  vice-roy.    Well,  be  it  fo,  my  friend  ; 

*  I    give  to  thee  this  vacant   place  for 

*  Tordefilias  :  but  tell  me  freely  what 

*  advantage    thou    wilt  reap  from  it ; 
e  for  I  don't  believe  thee  fool  enough 

*  to  employ  thy  credit  for  nothing.' — 
4  My  lord,'  anfwered  I,  '  ought  not  a 

*  mun  to  pay  his  debts  ?  Don  Andrea, 
'   in  the  molt  difmterefted  manner,  did 
4  me  ail    tiie  fervice  he  could:   ought 
c  r.ot  I   to  requite   his  generofity  ?' — 
'  You  are  becoming  very  difinterefled, 

.  Santillane,'  laid  his  excellency  : 
'  I  think  you  we;'enot  fo  much  fo  un- 
'.he  laft  miniiter  !' — 'I  own  it,' 
iaid  I;  '  my  morals  were  corrupted  by 
'*  bad  example :  as  every  thing  then 
'  was  put  to  fale,  I  conformed  myfelf 
'  to  the  fafliion  ;  and  as  every  thing  is 
'  how  given  away,  I  have  relumed  my 
'  integrity.'' 

I  procured,  then,  the  government  of 
the  royal  prifon  ofVallailolid  tor  Don 
Andrea  ;  whom,  in  a  lirtletirne,  I  lent 
io  that  citv.  as  well  fatisfkd  with  his 
jirw  leulcrtient  as  I  was  with  ll 
jn>nunuy  of  acquitting  myfelf  of  ihe 
obligations  1  owed  him. 


C  I!  A  P.     XIV. 

S  A  N  T  1 L  I.  A  N  E       VISITS      T  HE     F  0  F,  T 
.    :    AN   ACCOUMt  OF   THJK 


PERSONS  WHOM  HE  FOUNM),  AND 
THE  DISCOURSE  WHICH  HL 
HEARD  AT  HIS  LODGINGS. 

ONE  afternoon  I  was  feized  with 
an  inclination  ofvifiting  the  Af- 
turian  poet,  being  curious  to  know 
how  he  was  lodged.  I  went  accord- 
ingly to  the  houfe  of  SigniorDon  Ber- 
trand  Gomez  de  Ribero,  and  afking 
for  Nunnez,  '  He  does  not  live  ! 
laid  the  porter ;  f  but  lodges  there  at 

*  prefent,  having  hired    the  back-fide 

*  of  the  houfe. '    So  faying,  he  pointed 
toa  houfe  in  the  neighbourhood,  whi- 
ther I  went  ;  and,  after'having  crolFed 
a  fmall  court,  entered   into  a    naked 
hall,  where  I  found  my  friend  Fabri- 
do   ftill   at  table,  with    five   or   fix  of 
his  companions,  whom  he  treated  that 
day. 

They  had  almoft  dined,  and  con- 
fequently  were  in  a  trim  for  diiputingj 
but  as  foon  as  they  perceived  me,  their 
noify  difcoiiile  fublided  into  profound 
filence.      Nunnez   got  up  with  great 
eagernefs  to  receive  me,  crying,  *  Gen- 
tlemen, this  is  Signior  de  Santillane, 
who  is  fo  good  as  to  honour  me  with 
a  vifit ;  pray  join  me  in  paying  your 
refpecls  to  the  favourite  of  the  pnmc- 
minilter.'     At   thefe  words  all    the 
guefts  got  up  to   fa  lute  me;  and,   in 
favour  of  the  title  which  I  had  received, 
treated  me  with  great  civility  and  re- 
fpecl.     Although   I  was  neither  hun- 
gry   nor   thirfty,  I   could   not  excufe 
myfelf  from  fitting  down  at  table  with 
them  ;   and    was    even  obliged  to   ho- 
nour  the  toalt  which   they   had  pro- 
pofed. 

As  I  imagined  that  my  prefence  was 
a  check  upon  their  converfation, •'  Gen- 

*  tlemen,'  find  I,  '  I  have  interrupted 
'   your  dikourfe  :   pray,  relume  it,  or  I 
'  will  be  gone.' — '  'J'hcfe  gentlemen/ 
f-iid    Fabncfo,  *  were   talking  of  the 
'   Iphigenia  of   Euripides.     Tlv 

6  chelor  Melchiur  de  Villegas,  who  is 

*  a  cntick  of  the  firlt  order,  was  alking 

*  of  Signior  Don  Jacinto  deRomarata 
'  what  was  the  molt  interefting 

'  cumltance  of  that  tragedy.' — ' 
faid    Don    Jacinto;   *  ami  I  anlv. 

*  that  it  was  the  danger  of  Iphigenia.' 
— •  And    I,'  laid  the  batchtloi , 

'  plied,  (and  I  am  ready  to  demon- 
«  itratc  my  alilrtion)  that  the  danger 
'  is  not  themoftinterefting^part  of  the 

*  iubiea/— «  What  is  the*i  ?' cried  the 
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.old  Licentiate  Gabriel  de  Leon.    '  It  is 
'  the  wind/  faid  the  batchelor. 

The  whole  company  burtt  out  into 
laughing  at  this  repartee,  which  I  cculd 
not   believe  ferious  j    I  thought   that 
Melchior  pronounced   it  with  a  view 
of  enlivening  the  converfation  j  but  I 
did  not  know  this  virtuofo,  who  was 
a  man   that  did  not  at  all  underftand 
raillery.      *  Laugh  as   much    as  you 
.*  pleafe,  gentlemen,'  replitd  he,  dry- 
Jyj  *  I  maintain  that  the  wind  alone 
ought  to  intereft,  furprize,  and  move 
the  fpeclator :  figure  to  yourlelves  a. 
numerous  army  aflembled  to  go  and 
befiege  Troy;  conceive   all  the  im- 
patience of  the  chiefs  and  foldiers  to 
execute    that  enterprise,    that   they 
may  fpeedily   return     into   Greece, 
where  they  have  left  what  is   mo(t 
dear  to  them,  their  wives,  children, 
and   houlhoid  goods  j    in  the  mean 
time,  a  curfed  contrary  wind  detains 
them  at  Aulis,  feems  to  nail  them 
to  the  port,  and  if  it  does  not  change, 
they  cannot  go  and  befiege  the  city 
of  Priam  :  it  is  the  wind,  therefore, 
which  con&itutes  the  moft  Jnterefting 
point  of  that  tragedy.     I  mare  with, 
the  Greeks,    I  efpoufe  their  caulc, 
my  whole  wifh  is  the  departure  of 
the  fleet,  and  I  fee  with  indifference 
the  danger  of   Iphigenia,  fince  her 
death  is  the  only  means  of  obtaining 
a  favourable  wind  from  the  gods.' 
Villegas  had  no  fooner  done  fpeak- 
fng,  thin  the  laugh  was  renewed  at  his 
/sxpence.     Nunnez  was  fo  mifchievous 


as  to  fupport  his  opinion,  thit  he 
might  afford  more  game  to  the  ralliers, 
who  began  to  pafs  a  great  many  jokes 
upon  the  wind}  but  the  batchclor,  be- 
holding them  all  with  a  phlegmaticlc 
haughty  look,  treated  them  as  ignorant 
and  vulgar  minds.  I  expected  every 
moment  to  fee  them  warm,  and  to  go 
to  loggerheads,  the  ufual  end  of  their 
diflertations  :  but  I  was  baulked  in  my 
expectations  ;  they  were  contented  with 
reviling  one  another,  and  withdrew 
when  they  had  eaten  and  drank  their  fill. 
When  they  were  gone,  I  afked  Fa- 
bricio,  why  he  did  not  live  flill  with 
his  treafurer  j  and  if  he  had  quarrell- 
ed with  him.  '  Quarrelled  P  anfwered 
hej  *  God  forbid!  I  am  more  in  fa- 

*  vour  than   ever   with  Signior  Don: 

*  Bertrand,  who  has   allowed  me  to 
4  lodge  by  myfelf.     I  have,  therefore, 
'  hired  thefe   lodgings,  to  receive  my 
1  friends,  and  make  merry  with  them 
'  in   full   liberty,  which   is  often  the 
'  cafet  for  thou    knoweft  that  I  ana 
'  not  of  an  humour  to  leave  muck 
'  wealth  to  my   heirs ;  and,  what   is 
1  very   happy  for  me,  I  am  at  prefont 
'  in  a  condition  of  enjoying  parries  of 

*  pleafure  every  day.'—'  I  am  ove;  joy- 
'  ed  to  hear  it,  my  dear  Nunnez/  laid 
I  j  *  and  I  cannot  ive'lp  congratulating 
'  thee  again   upon  the  iuccefs  of  thy 
'  laft   tragedy:  the  whole  eight  hun- 

*  dred   dramatick  pieces  of  the  great 
'  Lope    have    not   brought   him    o«e 

*  fourth  of  what  thou  hail  got  by  the 

*  Count  de  Saldagne.' 
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CHAP.    I. 

CIL  BLAS  IS  SENT  TO  TOLEDO  BY 
THE  MINISTER:  THE  MOTIVE 
AND  SUCCESS  OF  HIS  JOURNEY. 

^  U  R I N  G  a  whole  month 
T  almoft,  his  grace  had  been 
D    <f     faying  to  me  every  day, 
\  *  Santillane,     the     time 
K->      '  draws  near  when  I  mall 


and 


«  fetthyaddrefstowork ;* 
ftill  the  time  did  not  come.     At 


length,  however,  it  arrived  j  and  his 
excellency  fpoke  to  me  in  thefe  words  : 
It  is  reported  that,  in  the  company 
of  players  belonging  to  Toledo, 
there  is  a  young  actrefs  whofe  talents 
make  a  great  noife  :  it  is  fa  id  that 
ftie  dances  and  fings  divinely,  and 
quite  captivates  the  (peftatori  by  her 
declamation.  I  am  a  flu  red  alfo, 
that  (he  has  a  confiderable  (hare  of 
beauty.  Such  a  genius  dtferves  to 
appear  at  court.  The  king  loves 
plays,  mufick,  and  dancing  -t  and  he 
muft  not  be  deprived  of  the  pleafure 


of  feeing  and  hearing  a  perfon  of 
fuch  extraordinary   merit.     I   have 
refolvedj  therefore,  to  fend   thee  to 
Toledo,  to  judge  by  thyfelf  whether 
or  not  fhe  is  actually  fuch  a  wonder- 
ful  aclrefs.     I  will  be  governed  by 
the  impreffion  flie  mall  make  upon 
thee,  as  I  depend  a  great  deal  on  thy 
difcernment.'     I    anfwered,   that   I 
mould  give  his  grace  a  good  account 
of  that   affair ;  and  prepared  for  my 
departure  with  one  lacquey  only,  whom 
I  ordered  to  put  off  the  in  milter's  li- 
very, that  things  might  be  done  the 
more  myfterioufly ;  and  this  was  very 
much   to  his  excellency's  talte.     I  fet 
out  then  for  Toledo,  where,  when  I 
arrived,  I  alighted  at  an  inn  near  the 
caftle.     Scarce  had   I   Jet   my   foot   to 
the  ground,  when  the  landlord,  taking 
me,  doubtlefs,  for  fomc  country  gen- 
tleman, laid  to  me,  '  Signior  Cavalier, 
4   I    fuppofe  you  are  come  to  town  to 
'  fee  the  auguft  ceremony  of  \\\c  Auto 
1  ilaFe'*,   which  is  to  be   performed 
'   to-nionow.'     I  anfwered  in  tl 
frmative;  thinking  it  more  pruuent  to 
let  him  believe  that,  than  to  give  him 
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an  opportunity  of  queftioning  me  about 
my  coming  to  Toledo.  '  You  will 
fee,'  he  returned,  '  one  of  the  fined 
proceffions  that  ever  happened  :  there 
are,  I  am  told,  more  than  a  hundred 
prisoners,  among  whom  they  reckon 
above  ten  who  are  to  be  burnt.' 
Next  morning,  indeed,  before  fun- 
rife,  I  heard  all  the  bells  of  the  city 
tolling;  and  this  melancholy  found 
was  to  advertife  the  people,  that  they 
were  going  to  begin  the  Auto  da  Fe. 
Curious  to  fee  this  folemnity,  I  put 
on  my  cloaths  in  a  hurry,  and  repair- 
ed to  the  inquifition.  All  along  the 
ftreets  through  which  the  proceffion 
was  to  pafs,  fcaffolds  were  creeled, 
upon  one  of  which  I  hired  a  place. 
In  a  little  time  I  perceived  the  Domi- 
nicans, who  walked  foremoft,  preceded 
by  the  banners  of  the  inquifition. 
Thefe  good  fathers  were  immediately 
followed  by  the  wretched  victims  which 
were  to  be  facrificed  that  day  by  the 
Holy  Office.  Thefe  miferable  crea- 
tures walked  one  after  another,  with 
their  heads  and  feet  bare,  each  having 
a  wax-taper  in  his  hand,  and  a  god- 
father *  by  his  fide.  Some  had  large 
fcapularies  of  yellow  fluff,  garnifhed 
with  St.  Andrew's  crofles  painted  red, 
and  called  fanbenito\  others  wore  ca- 
rochaSy  which  are  high  paper  caps, 
made  in  the  fhape  of  a  fugar  loaf,  and 
covered  with  flames  and  diabolical 
figures. 

As  I  looked  attentively  at  thefe  un- 
fortunate people,  with  a  companion 
which  I  took  care  to  conceal,  that  I 
might  not  fuffer  for  it,  I  thought  I  re- 
collefted  among  thofe  who  had  their 
heads  adorned  with  carochas,  the  re- 
verend Father  Hilary,  and  his  com- 
panion Brother  Ambrofe.  They  pa  f- 
ied  fo  near  me  that  I  could  not  be 
miftaken.  «  What  do  I  fee!'  faid  I  to 
myfelf  j  '  Heaven,  wearied  with  the 
*  diforderly  lives  of  thefe  wretches, 
•«  hath  delivered  them  at  laft  to  the 
<  jufticeof  the  inquifition!'  So  fay- 
ing, I  felt  myfelf  feized  with  horror  ; 
I  trembled  from  head  to  foot ;  and  my 
fpirits  were  fo  difordered,  that  I  had 
almoft  fwooned.  The  connection 
which  I  once  had  with  thefe  rogues, 
the  adventure  of  Xelva,  in  fhort,  all 
the  circumftances  of  my  correfpon- 


dence  with  them,  prefented  themfelves 
that  moment  to  my  fancy ;  and  I 
thought  I  could  never  be  thankful 
enough  to  God  for  having  preferved  me 
from  the  fcapulary  and  carochas. 

When   the  ceremony  was  ended,  I 
returned  to  the  inn,  trembling  at  the 
dreadful  fpedacle  which  I  had  beheld  : 
but  thefe  affli6ling  images  which  dif- 
turbed  my  imagination   difperfed  in- 
fenfibly  :    and  now   my  whole  ftudy 
was  to  acquit  myfelf  handfomely  of 
the  commiflion  entrufted   to  my  care. 
I  waited   impatiently  for  play   time, 
that  I  might  go  to  the  theatre,  judging 
that  to  be  the  moft  proper  beginning 
of  my  work :  and,  as  foon  as  the  hour 
came,  went  thither,  and  fat  down  by 
a  knight  of  Alcantara ;   with  whom 
entering  into  converfation,  *  Signior,' 
faid  I  to  him,   *  may  a  ftranger  be  fo 
bold  as  to  aflc  you  one  queltion  ?*— • 
Signior  Cavalier,*  anfwered  he,  very 
)olitely,  *  I  mall  think  it  an  honour.* 
— «  I  have  heard  the  a£lors  of  Tole- 
do,' I  refumed,  '  very  much  extoll- 
ed ;  pray,    have  I  been  mifinform- 
ed?'— «  No,'    replied    the   knight  j 
their  company  is  not  bad  j  nay,  there 
are  great  players  among  them.  You 
will  fee,  among  others,  the  fair  Lu- 
cretia,  an  aftrefs  of  fourteen  years 
of  age,  who  will  furprize  you  very 
much.     I  mall  have  no  occafion  to 
point   her    out  to   you  j    when   fhe 
appears,  you  will  eafily  diftinguifh 
her  from  the  reft.'     I  afked  if  (he 
was  to  play  that  evening:  and  he  told 
me  fhe  would  j  obferving,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  fhe  had  a  very  fhining  part 
to  aft  in  the  piece  which  was  going  to 
be  reprefented. 

The  play  began  j  and  two  a&refTes, 
who  had  neglecled  nothing  which  could. 
contribute  towards  rendering  thein 
charming,  appeared  on  the  ftage;  bur, 
in  fpite  of  the  luftreof  their  diamonds, 
I  took  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  for 
her  wkom  I  expe&ed.  At  length  Lu- 
cretia  walked  forward  from  the  bot- 
tom of  the  ftage  5  and  her  appearance 
was  faluted  by  a  long  and  general 
clapping  of  hands.  <  Ah,  there  me 
'  is !'  faid  I  to  myfelf  :  '  what  a  noble 
*  air !  what  grace !  what  fine  eyes  1 
'  O  the  divine  creature  !'  I  was  actually 
very  well  pleafed,  or  rather  paffion- 


*  Pecple  named  by  the  Inquifitor,  to  accompany  the  prlfoners  in  the  Auto  da  Fe,  and 
•bliged  to  be  anfvrerabie  for  ;hem. 

3  C  z  ately 


ADVENTURES    OF    GIL    BLAS-. 


ately    ftruck    with    her    perfon.      On 
hearing  her  recite  the  firit  couplet,  I 
found    flie   had    nature,    fire,    an    un- 
deritanding    above    her    age ;     and    I 
joined  my  applaufe  to  that  which  me 
willingly  received  from  the  whole  au- 
dience, during  tho  w'iole  performance, 
Well,'  laid  the  knight  to  me,   '  you 
fee  how  Lucretia  is   caicltVd  by  the 
publick.' — ;  1  am    not*  at  all    Air- 
prized  at  it,1   anfwered  I.      *  You 
would   be   lei's  fo  ftill,'  laid  he,  «  if 
you  had   heard   her  fing.     She  is  a 
perfect  fyren.     Woe  be  to  thole  who 
Jiflen!   Her  dancing  is  no  lefs  for- 
midable: her  fteps,  as  dangerous  as 
her  voice,  charm  .the  eye,  and  force 
the  heart  to  yield. — '  If  that  be  the 
cafe,'  cried  J,    *  it   muft  be  owned 
ihe  is  a  prodigy  !   What  happy  mor- 
tal has  the  pleafurc  of  ruining  him- 
felf  for  fuch  an  amiable  creature  !' 
*   She  has  no  declared  lover,'  laid  he, 
and  even  fcandal  has  not  as   yet  in- 
volved her  'in    any  private   intrigue. 
Nevertheless,''  added  he,  *  this  may 
foon   be   the  cafe ;    for  Lucretia   is 
under  the  conduct  of  her  aunt  Eitel- 
la,  who  is  certainly  the  molt  expert 
of  all  the  actrefles.'     At  the  name 
of  Eftella,    I    interrupted   the   knight 
with  precipitation,  to  alk  if  that  Kfteila 
•was  an  acleeff  of  the  Toledo  compa- 
ny.     *    She    is   one    of    the   belt    of 
them,'  laid  he;    «   fhe  has  not  acted 
to-day,  and  we  have  fuffered  by  her 
abfence  :   Hie  ufually  plays   the  part 
of  the  waiting-woman,    which   (he 
performs  to  admiration.     Her  action 
is  full   of  fpiritj   perhaps  too  full  : 
but  it  is  an  agreeable  fault,  which 
ought  to  be  forgiven.'     The  knight 
told  me  wonders  of  this  Eltella  j   and, 
by  the  picture  he  drew  of  her  perfon, 
I  never  doubted  that  it  was  Laura,  that 
fame  Laura  of  whom    1  have  fpokcn 
fo  much   in   my  hiltory,  and  whom  I 
had  left  at  Grenada. 

However,  to  be  more  certain  ftill, 
after  the  play  1  went  behind  the  fcenes  ; 
and,  cafting  my .  eyes  around,  found 
her  in  the  tyring-room,  talking  to  fome 
gentleiwn,  who,  perhaps,  ic^arded 
her  only  as  the  aunt  of  Lucretia.  I 
advanced  to  falute  Laura;  but  whe- 
ther through  whim,  cri:i  croicr  to  pu- 
nifli  mz  for  my  precipitate  drparturc 
from  Grenada,  fhe  pretended  not  to 
knew  me,  and  received  my  civilities 
iy  Jiyly,  that  I  was  a  little  Uiicou- 


certed.     Inftead  of  upbraiding  her  m 
a  laughing  humour  for  her  cold  beha- 
viour towards  me,  I  was  fool  enough 
to  be  nettled  at  it :  I  even  retired  haf- 
tily,  rdulving,  in  my  paflion,  to  re- 
turn  next  daV  to  Madrid.     «  To  be 
'   revenged  of  Laura,'  laid  I  to  my- 
felf,  *  her  niece  mall  not  have  the  ho- 
nour of  appearing  before  the  kings 
for  this  purpofe,  I  can  give  the  mi- 
nifterfuch  a  delcription  of  Lucretia 
as  I  pleafe  ;  I   have   no  more  to  do, 
but  to  tell  him  that  fhe  dances  with 
a  b.-ul   grace,  that  fhe  has  a  fqueak- 
ing  voice;  and,  in    fhort,  th.it   her 
charms  confrtt  in  her  youth  only.     I 
am  lure  that  his  excellency,  after  that, 
will  have  no-  inclination  to  bring  her 
to  court.' 

Such  was  the  vengeance  I  meditated 
a^ninft  La,ura  for  her  behaviour  to  me  j 
but  my  relentment  did  not  laft  long  : 
next  day,  jull  as  I  was  about  to  de- 
part, a  page  entered  my  chamber,  and 
laid,  «  Here  is  a  letter  for  Signior 

*  de  Santillane.'— '  I  am  the  perfon, 
1  my  child,'  anfwered  I,    taking  the 
letter,  which   contained  thefe  words. 

«  TT^ORGET  the  manner  in  which 

JL      '  you  was  received  lalt  night  in 

'  the  tyring-room,  and  be  fo  good  as 

*  to  follow  the  bearer/ 

I  immediately  took  the  page  for  my 
conductor,  who,  when  we  were  near 
the  playhoufe,  introduced  me  into 
a  very  handfome  houfe,  where  I  found 
Laura  at  her  toilette  in  a  very  genteel 
apartment. 

She  got  up  to  embrace  me,  faying, 
Signior  Gil  Bias,  I  know  that  you 
have  no  caufe  to  be  pleafed  with  the 
reception  you  met  with  when  you 
came  to  lalute  me  in  our  tyring- 
room  ;  an  old  friend,  like  you,  had 
a  right  to  expect  more  civil  treat- 
ment :  but  I  mult  tell  you,  for  my 
excufe,  that  I  was  then  in  a  very 
bad  humour.  When  you  appeared, 
I  was  quite  engroffed  by  fume  icanda- 
lous  dilcourfc  which  one  of  our  gen- 
tlemen had  uttered  againlt  my  niece, 
whofe  honour  is  dearer  to  me  than  my 
own.  Your  fuddcn  retreat','  added 
made  me  immediately  recollect 
myfelf ;  and  that  moment  I  01 
my  page  to  follow  you  to  your  lodg- 
ing, that  I  might  tu-dny  make  a- 
jueuds  for  my  fault,'—*  That  is  al- 
<  ready 
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*  ready  done,  my  dear  Laura,1  faid  I, 

*  let  us  talk  no  more  of  that  matter: 

*  let  us  rather  inform  one  another  of 
'  what  has  happened  to  us  fmce   the 
'  unlucky  day  on  which  the  dread  of 
'  juft  chaftifement  made  me  quit  Gre- 
'  nada    with    great   precipitation.     I 
'  left  you,    you   may  remember,    in 
'  pretty  great   perplexity  :   pray,  how 
«  did  you  extricate  yourfelf  ?  Had  you 
'  not  occafion  for  all  your  addrefs  to 
'  appeafe  your  Portugueze  lover?'— 
'  Not  at  all,'  replied  Laura  :  *  don't 
'  you  know,   that  in  fuch  cafes  the 
'  men  are  ,f°  weak,  that  they  fome- 
'  times    even    fpare   the    women   the 

*  trouble  to  jultify  themfelves.     I  af- 

*  firmed,' continued  me,  'totheMar- 
'  quis  de  Marialva,    that  thou  waft 
«  my  brother.     Pardon  me,  Mr.  San- 
'  tillane,  if  I  fpeak  to  you  as  fami- 
'  liarly  as  heretofore  :  but  I  can't  get 

*  rid  of  my  old  habits.     I  tell  thee, 

*  then,  that  I  brazened  it  out.  "  Don't 
*'  you  fee,"  faid  I  to  the  Portugueze 
«  nobleman,  "  that  all  this  is  the  work 
f(  of  jealouly  and  rage  ?  Narciffa,  my 
"  comrade  and  rrval,  incenfed  to  fee 

*  "  me  in  quiet  poffefrion  of  a  heart  of 
"  which  Ihe  was  baulked,  has  played 
i;  me  this  trick :    me  has  bribed  the 
'«  under  candle-fnuffer  j  who,  as  the 
• '  minifter  of  her  reientment,  has  the 
*«  impudence  to  fay,  that  he  has  feen 
**  me  Arfenia's  chamber-maid.     No- 
tf  thing  can  be  more  falfe  ;  the  widow 
(t  of  Don  Antonio  Coelo  always  en- 
"  tertained  too  noble   fentiments   to 
<l  humble  herfelf  fo  low  as  to  ferve  an 
€<  a&refs,     Befides,  what  proves  the 
"  fallity   of  the  accui'ation,  and  the 
tc  confpiracy  of  my  acculers,  is    the 
C{  precipitate  retreat  of  my  brother :  if 
"  he  was  prefent,  he  might  confound 
"  their    flander;    but    Narcifla    has, 
'*  doubtlefs,  employed  fome  new  arti- 
*'  ficetomakehimdiiappear."  Though 
'  thefereafons,'  purfued  Laura,  *  made 

*  but  an  indifferent  apology,  the  Mar- 

*  quis  was  fo  good  as  to  be  fatisfied 
4  with    it  ;    and    that     good-natured 

.  *  nobleman  continued  to  love  me  un- 

*  til  the  day  of  his   departure  from 
.'  Grenada,  on  his  return  to  Portugal. 

'  Indeed,  he  did  not  ftay  long  after 

*  thee :  and  the  wife  of  Zapata   had 

*  the  pleafure  of  feeing  me  lofe  the 
'  lover  of  whom  I  had  deprived  her. 

*  After  that   I    lived   fome   years   at 

*  Grenada  j  then  a  diviiion  happening 
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*  in  our  company,  which  is  often  the 
'  cafe,  all  the  players  feparated  :  fome 
'  went  to  Seville,   others  to  Cordova, 
'  and  I  came  to  Toledo,  where  I  have 
'  been  ten  years,  with  my  niece  Lu- 
'  cretia,  whom  thou   muft  have  feerj. 
f  act  lait  night,  fi nee  thou  wait  at  the 
«  play.' 

I  could  not  help  laughing  in  this 
place  ;  and  Laura  aflcing  the  caufe, 
'  Can't  you  guefs  ?'  laid  I.  «  You 
'  have  neither  brother  nor  fifter,  and 
4  of  confequence  cannot  be  Lucretia's 
{  aunt.  Befides,  when  I  calculate  the 
'  time  which  hath  elapfed  fmce  our  lad 
'  feparation,  and  compare  it  with  the 
'  age  of  your  niece,  I  cannot  help 
<  thinking  that  you  are  more  nearly 
'  related.' 

«  I  underftand  you;  Mr.  Gil  Bias,* 
replied  Don  Antonio's  widow,  red- 
dening; '  what  a  chronologift  you 

*  are !  it  is  impoflible  to  make  you  be- 
'  lieve  it.    Well  then,  my  friend,  Lu- 

cretia  is  my  daughter  by  the  Mar- 
quis de  Marialva;  flie  is  the  fruit  of 
our  correfpondence ;  I  can  no  longer 
conceal   it  from  thee.' — «   What  a 
great  effort  you  make,  my  princefs,* 
aid  I,  *  in  revealing  that  fee  ret,  after 
having  imparted  to  me  your  adven- 
tures with  the  ileward  of  the  hofpital 
of  Zamora.     I  muft  tell  you,  more- 
over, Lucretia  is  a  maid  of  fuch  fin- 
gular  merit,  that  the   publick  can 
never   be  thankful  enough   to  you 
for  having  made  fuch  a  prefent  to  it, 
It  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  all  your 
comrades  had  done  the  fame.'— If 
fome  milchievous  reader,  in  this  place, 
recollecting  the   private  conventions 
which  I  had  with  Laura  at  Grenada, 
while  I  was  fecretary  to  the  Marquis 
.de   Marialva,   fufpecls  that  I  might 
have  difputed  with  that  nobleman  the 
honour  of  being  Lucretia's  father,  it 
is   a   fufpicion  the  juftice  of  which  I 
muft  avow  to  my  fhams. — I  recounted 
my  principal  adventures  to  Laura  in 
my  turn,    and   made  her   acquainted 
with  my  prefent  fituatipn.     She  lilten- 
ed  to  my. narration  fo  attentively  as  to 
(hew  that  it  was  far  from  being  indif- 
ferent to  her;  and  when  I  had  rinirtied 
it,  *  Friend  Santillane,'  faid  fhe,  '   I 
find  you  acl  a  very  considerable  part 
on  the  theatre  of  the  world ;    and 
you  cannot  imagine  how  much  I  atu 
overjoyed    at    your    good  ,fo.rtu,ne, 
Whea  I  Ihall. bring  La:rctia  ^  Ma- 
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drid,  with  an  intention  to  introduce 
her  into  the  prince's  company,  I 
flatter  mylelf  that  flie  will  find  a 
powerful  protector  in  Signior  de  San- 
tillane.'— '  Never  doubt  that,'  an- 
wered  I ;  '  you  may  depend  upon  rae : 
I  wili  procure  your  daughter's  ad- 
mittance into  the  prince's  company 
whenever  you  pleafe;  this  is  what  I 
can  promife,  without  pre fuming  too 
much  upon  my  power.'—'  I  would 
take  you  at  your  word,'  replied  Lau- 
a,  *  ami  fet  out  for  Madrid  to-mor- 
row, were  I  not  reftrickd  to  this 
place  by  engagements  with  our  com- 
pany.'— '  An  order  from  court  can 
break  thefe  ties,'  laid  I  ;  '  and  you 
mall  receive  one  in  lefs  than  eight 
days.  I  mail  be  plcafed  in  taking 
Lucrctia  from  the  Toledans  :  fuch 
an  hancifome  actrefs  is  deftined  for 
courtiers^  and  properly  belongs  to 
us/ 

Lucretia  entered  the  room  juft  as  I 
had  pronounced  thefe  words,  and  feem- 
ed  fo  pretty  and  engaging,  that  I  took 
her  for  the  goddefs  Hebe.  Se«had  jjuft 
lifen  j  and  her  natural  beauty,  mining 
without  the  help  of  art,  prefented  a 
raviftiing  object  to  my  view.  '  Come, 
niece,'  laid  her  mother  to  her, 
come,  and  thank  this  gentleman  for 
his  friendfhip  :  he  is  an  old  acquain- 
tance of  mine,  who  has  great  in- 
tereft  at  court,  and  intends  to  in- 
4  troduce  us  both  into  the  prince's 

*  company.'     Thefe  words  feemed  to 
give  pleafure  to   the  dear  girl,   who 
made  me  a  lowcnrtfey,  and  faid,  with 
an  enchanting  fmile,  *  I  moft  humbly 

*  thank  you  for  your  obliging  inten- 

*  tion ;   but,  in  taking  me  from  the 

*  people  by  whom  I  am  beloved,  are 
4  you  fure  that  I  (hall  pleafe  the  audi- 

*  ence  at  Madrid  ?    I  fliall,  perhaps, 

*  lofe  by  the  change.      I   remember 
4  to    have    heard   my  aunt  fay,    that 
4  me  has  feen  actors  careflfcd  in  one 

*  place    and    hified    in    another,   and 
4  this  gives  me  fome  concern  r  beware 

*  of  expofmg  me  to  the  contempt  and 
4  yourielf   to    the    reproaches  of   the 
4  court.' — '  Fair  Lucretia,'  anfwered 
I,  «  neither  you  nor  I  have  reafon  to 
4  beapprehenfiveof  that:  I  rati, 

*  that,  by  inflaming  all  that  behold  you, 

*  you  will  create  fome  mifunderltand- 

*  ingamongourgrandees.'— '  Thefear 
4  of  my  niece,'  faid  Laura,  '  is  better 
4  founded  than  yours  j  but  1  hope  they 


'  are  both  vain :  if  Lucretia   cannot 

*  make  a  noife  by  her  charms,  in  re- 
4  compence,   me  is    no   contemptible 

*  aclrcfs.' 

Our  converfation  lalled  fome  time 
longer  ;  and  I  had  reafon  to  conclude, 
from  every  thing  which  Lucretia  faid, 
that  (he  was  a  maid  of  a  luperior  ge- 
nius. I  then  took  my  Itfave  of  the 
two  ladies,  afTuring  them  that  they 
mould  foon  have  an  order  from  court 
to  repair  to  Madrid. 


CHAP.     If. 

SANTJLLANE  GIVES  AN  ACCOUNT 
OF  HIS  COMMISSION  TO  THfi 
MINISTER,  WHO  EMPLOYS  HIM, 
TO  BRING  LUCRETIA  TO  MA- 
DRID. THE  ARRIVAL  OF  THAT 
ACTRESS,  AND  HER  APPEAR- 

*  ANCE    AT    COURT. 

AT  my  return  to  Madrid,  I  found 
the  count-duke  very  impatient  to 
know  the  fuccefs  of  my  journey.  *  Gil 
Bias,'  faid  he,  «  haft  thou  feen  this 
fame  actrefs  ?    Is  (he  worth  bringing 
to  court  ?'— '  My  lord,'  I  replied, 
pvame,  which  ufually  praifes  beauties 
more  than  they  deferve,  has  not  faid 
enough  in  commendation  of  young 
Lucretia  :  (lie  is  an  admirable  crea- 
ture, both  as  to  her  perfon  and  ta- 
lents/—* Is  it  pofiible!'  cried  the 
minilter,  with  an  interior  fatisfaction 
which  I  read  in  his  eyes,  and  which 
made  me  believe  that  he  had  fent  me 
to  Toledo  on  his  own  account,  *  is  it 
4  poliible  that  /he  can  be  fo  amiable  ?* 
— 4  When  you   have   feen  her,'    an- 
fwered I,  *  you  will  own,  that  no  eulo- 

*  gium  can  do  juftice  to  her  charms.* 
— *  Santillane,'    faid   his    excellency, 
4  give  me  a  faithful   relation  of  thy 
4  journey}  I  fliall  be  very  glad  to  hear 

*  it.'     To   fntisfy  my  mailer,   I    then 
recounted  all,  even  the  hiftory  of  Laura 
inclufwely.      I   told    him,    that   this 
a<Mivls   had  Lucretia  by  the  Marquis 
de  Marialva,  a  Portuguczu  nobleman, 
who,  flopping  at  Grenada  on  his  tra- 
vels,  fell  in  love  with  her.     In  fliort, 
when  I  had  recounted  to  hi*  grace  every 
thing  that   happened  between  the  two 
actu-lles  and  me,  lu  la.d,   '  I  am  over- 

i  to  hi-;<r  that  Lucietia  is  the 
4  daughter  of  a  man  of  quality;  that 
4  tircumitance  intuclts  me  Hill  more 

4  iu 
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in  her  behalf}  (he  muft  be  brought 
to  town.  But,'  added  he,  '  con- 
tinue as  thou  haft  begun  ;  let  not  me 
appear  in  it:  everything  mult  pafs 
in  the  name  of  Gil  Bias  de  Santil- 
lane.' 

I  went  and  told  Carnero,  that  his 
excellency  defired  him  to  expedite  an 
order,  by  w^ich  the  king  received  into 
his  company  feftella  and  Lucretia,  two 
a&reftes  of' Toledo.  (  Aha,  Signior 

*  de  Santillane!'  faid  Carnero,  with  a 
Satirical   fmile ;    «  yes,    you    fhall    be 
«  ferved  immediately,  fince,  in  all  ap- 
'  pearance,  you   interelt   yourfelf  for 

*  thefe  two  ladies.'    At  the  fame  time, 
he  wrote  an  order  with  his  own  hand, 
2nd  delivered  it  to  me  expedited  ;  fo 
that  I  fentit  inftamly  toEltella  by  the 
fame  lacquey  who  had  attended  me  to 
Toledo.    Eight  days  after,  the  mother 
and  daughter  arriving  at  Madrid,  took 
lodgings  hard   by  the   prince's  com- 
pany, and  their  firft  care  was  to  give 
me  notice  of  it  by  a  billet.     I  vifited 
them  immediately,  where,  after  a  thou- 
fand  offers  of  fervice  on  my  fide,  and 
as  many  acknowledgments  on  theirs, 
I  left  them  to  prepare  for  their  firft 
publick  appearance,  which   I  wiflied 
might  be  brilliant  and  fuccefsful. 

They  advertifed  them  (elves  as  two 
new  a&refles,  whom  the  prince's  com- 
pany had  received  by  an  order  from 
court  j  and  they  began  with  a  comedy 
which  they  had  often  ailed  at  Toledo 
with  applaufe.  In  what  part  of  the 
world  are  new  lights  difregarded  ?  The 
playhoufe  was  that,  day  filled  with  an 
extraordinary  concourfe  of  fpeclators  j 
and  you  may  well  imagine  that  I  did 
not  fail  to  be  there.  I  iuffered  a  little 
before  the  piece  began  j  and,  prepof- 
felTed  as  I  was  in  favour  of  the  talents 
both  of  mother  and  daughter,  I  trem- 
bled for  them  j  fo  much  was  I  interefted 
in  their  iuccefs.  But  fcarce  had  they 
opened  their  mouths,  when  my  fear 
was  banifhed  by  the  applaufe  which 
they  received.  Eftella  was  looked 
upon  as  a  confummate  comick  a&refs, 
and  Lucretia  as  a  prodigy  in  tender 
parts.  This  lait  captivated  all  hearts. 
.Some  admired  the  beauty  of  her  eyes, 
others  were  touched  by  the  1'weetnefs 
of  her  voice;  and  every  body,  ftruck 
with  the  graces  and  brilliancy  of  her 
youth,  went  away  enchanted  by  her 
appearance. 
The  count-duke,  being  more  inr 


terefted  than  I  imagined  in  the  firft  efTay 
of  this    attrefs,   was  at  the   play  ih:it 
evening}  and  I  faw  him  go  out  about 
the  end  of  the  performance,  feemingly- 
very  well  fatisfied  with   our  two  new 
players.     Curious  to  know  if  he  was 
really  affe&ed  with    their   iuccefs,    I 
followed  him  home,  and   going  into 
his  clofet  juit  after  him,  *  Well,  my 
lord,'  faid  I,    «  is  your  excellency 
fatisfkd   with   young  Marialva  ?'— 
My  excellency,'  anl'wered  he,  i'mil- 
ng,  *  would   be  very  nice  indeed,  if 
I  refufed'to  join  my  vote  to  that  of 
the  publick.  Yes,  child,  I  am  charm- 
ed with  thy  Lucretia,    and   I  don't 
doubt  that  the  king  will  be  pleafed 
*  when  he  fees  her.* 


CHAP.     III. 

LUCRETIA  MAKES  A  GREAT  NOISE 
AT  COURT,  AND  ACTS  BEFORE 
THE  KING,  WHO  FALLS  IN  LOVE 
WITH  HER.  THE  CONSEQUENCE 
OF  HIS  PASSION. 

THE  appearance  of  two  new  ac- 
trefles  loon  made  a  noife  at  court: 
the  very  next  day  it  was  fpoke  of  at  the 
king's  levee.    Some  noblemen  extolled 
young  Lucretia  in  particular,  and  drew 
luch  a  beautiful    pifture  of  her,  that 
the  monarch  was  ftruck  with  it:  but, 
diiTembiing  the  impreflion  which  their 
difcourfes  made  upon   his   heart,    ha 
feemed  to  take  no  notice  of  what  they 
faid.    Neverthelefs,  as  ibon  as  he  found 
himfelf  alone -with   the   count-duke, 
he  aiked  who  this  aclrefs  was  whom 
they  praifed   fo  much.     The  minifter 
anfwered,  that  ihe  was  a  young  player 
of  Toledo,  who  had  made  her  firft  ap- 
pearance   the    preceding    night    with 
great  fuccefs.     '  She  is  called  Lucre- 
tia,* added  hej   'a  name  very  fuit- 
able  to  people  of  her  profefiion.    She 
is  an  acquaintance  of  Sanriilane's, 
who  fpoke  fo  much  in   her  favour, 
that  I  thought  proper  to  receive  he? 
into  your  majefty's  company.' 
The  king  fmiied  when  he  heard  my 
name  mentioned,  becaule  ho  remem- 
bered, perhaps,  at  that  moment,  that  it 
was  I  who  had  made  him  acquainted 
with  Catalina,and  forefawthatl  fhould 
do  him  the  fame  fervice  on  this  occa- 
fion.     *  Count,'  faid  he  to  the  mini- 
Jttr,  *  I  will  go  to-morrow  and  fee  this 
*  J-ucretia 
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*  I  ucretia  aft.     Take  cnre  to  advcr- 

*  life  her  of  my  intention.* 

The  count-duke  having  repeated 
tills  conversation  to  me,  ami  informed 
me  of  the  king's  dclign,  fent  me  to 
impart  it  to  our  two  aclrHfes.  '  I  come,' 
f.iid  I  to  Laura,  who  was  the  firft  I 
met,  '  to  tell  you  a  piece  of  great 
news  j  you  will,  to-morrow,  have 
among  your  fpeclators  the  fovcreign 
of  this  monarchy ;  this  is  what  I  am 
ordered  by  the  miniiter  to  acquaint 
you  with.  I  don't  doubt  that  your 
daughter  and  you  will  do  your  ut- 
moft  to  deferve-the  honour  which 
the  king  intends  you  j  but  I  advife 
you  to  chufe  a  piece  in  which  there 
is  both  dancing  and  mufick,  that  he 
may  admire  all  the  talents  of  Lu- 
cretia  together.'  —  '  We  will  take 
your  advice,*  replied  Laura,  '  and 
do  all  in  our  power  to  amufe  the 
prince.'—'  Ke  cannot  fail  of  being 
pleafcd,1  faid  I,  feeing  Lucretia  come 
in,  in  a  difliabille,  which  gave  her 
more  charms  than  the  molt  fuperb 
theatrical  drefs.  '  He  will  be  fo  much 

*  the  more  fatisfied  with  your  lovely 

*  niece,  as  he  loves  fmging  and  dan- 
'  cing  above  all  other  entertainments: 
'  who  knows  but  he  may  be  tempted 
'  to  throw  the  handkerchief  at  her  !' 
— «  I  don't  at  all  wifli,*  replied  Laura, 
«  that  he  may  have  any  fuch  tempta- 

*  tion  ;    notwithstanding  his  being   a 
1  powerful   monarch,  he    might    find 
'  obftacles  to   the  accomplishment  of 

*  his  defires.     Lucretia   is    virtuous, 
4  though  bred  behind  the  fcenes,  and 

*  whatever  pleafure   Hie  may   feel  in 
«  feeing-  herfelf  applauded  or  the  ftage, 

*  me  would  much   father  pafs   for  a 
'  modelt  girl  than  for  a  good  aftrefs.' 

*  Why  fhould  my  aunt,'  faid  young 
Marialva,  joining  in  the  converfation, 
'  form  fuch  chimeras  to  fight  with  ?  I 
'  mail  never  be  obliged  to  repulle  the 

*  fighs  of  the  king;  the  delicacy  of  his 

*  talie  will  lavehim  from  the  reproaches 
<  he  would  defcrve,  if  he  could  hum- 

*  ble   his  attention  to  me.' *  But, 

'  chnrrr.ing  Lucretia,'  faid  I,  '  fliould 

*  it  happen  that  the  prince  would   at- 
'  tach  himielf  to  you,  and  chufe  you 

*  for   his  miftrefs,  would    you  be  fo 

*  cruel  ns  to  let  him  languim   in  your 
'  chains  like   an  ordinary    lover  ?' — 
4  Why  not  ?'    anfwercd   flie.     «  Yes, 
4  doubtlefs  :  and  though  virtue  \vere 

*  cut  of  the  queition,  my  vanity  would 


'  exult  much  more  in  refitting  than 
'  in  yielding  to  his  paflion.'  I  was 
not  a  little  nftoniflied  to  hear  a  pupil 
of  Laura  talk  in  this  manner;  and 
left  the  ladies  j  praifing  the  laft  for 
having  bellowed  fuch  good  education 
en  the  other. 

Next  day  the  king,  impatient  to  fee 
Lucretia,  went  to  the  play.  They  aft- 
ed   a  performance,  mixed  with  fong$ 
and  dances,  in   which   our  young  ac- 
trefs  flione  very  much.     From  the  be- 
ginning to  the  end,  I   kept  my  eyes 
fixed  on  the  monarch,  and  in  his  looks 
endeavoured    to    read   his    thoughts  j 
but  he   baffled   my   penetration    by  an 
airof  gravity  which  all  along  he  aftecl- 
ed  to  preferve.    I  did  not  iearn  till  next 
day  what  I  was  fo  curious  to  know. 
Santillane,'   laid  the  minifter  tome, 
I  have  juft  left  the  king,  who  has 
fpoke  to  me  of  Lucretia  with  fo  much 
vivacity,   that  I  am  convinced  he  is 
captivated    by  that   young   player  5 
and,  as  I  told   him   that  thou  waft 
the  occaflon  of  bringing  her  from 
Toledo,  he  faid  he  fhculd   be  glad 
to  talk  with  thee  in  private  on  that 
fubjecl:.     Go,  inftantly,  and  prefent 
thyfelf  at  his  chamber-door,  where 
there  is  an  order  already  given  to- 
admit  thee.  Run,  therefore,  and  bring 
me  back,  as  foon  as  poilible,  an  ac- 
count of  the  converfation.' 
I  flew  inltantly  to  the  palace,  where 
I  found  the  king  alone,  walking  very 
faft  in  expe6tation  of  my  coming,  and 
feemingty  very  much  perplexed.     He 
put  feveral  queitions  to  me  about  Lu- 
cretia, whole  hilioiy  he  obliged  me  to 
recount :  he  then  a/ked,  if  the  little 
gentlewoman  had  never  been  engaged 
in  any  intrigue.     I  boldly  allured  him 
that  flie  had  not,  (though  thefe  forts 
of  affurances  are  a  little  rafh!)  and  the 
prince  itemed   very  glad   to  hear   it. 
If  that  be  the  cafe,'  laid  he,  '  I  chufe 
thee   for   my  agent  with  Lucretia  ; 
and   defire,  that  by   thy  means    fhe 
may  this  evening  learn  her  victory. 
Go,  fignify  her  conqueft  from  me,' 
added  he,  putting  into  my  hand  a  dia- 
mond necklace  worth  foity  thoufami 
crowns  ;   '  and   tell   her,  that  I  defire 
'  flie  will  accept  of  that  prefent,  until 
*  I  give  her  more  folid  marks  of  my 
«  affeaion.' 

Before  I  performed  this  commiflion, 
I  went  back  to  the  count -duke,  and 
made  a  faithful  report  of  what  the  king 

had 
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•had  faid:  with  this  I  imagined  the 
minifter  would  be  more  afflicted  than 
rejoiced  ;  for  I  believed  (as  I  have  al- 
ready obferved)  that  he  himfelf  had 
amorous  views  upon  Lucretia,  and 
would  be  chagrined  to  hear  that  his 
matter  was  become  his  rival  j  but  I 
was  miftaken.  Far  from  feeming  mor- 
tified at  the  news,  it  gave  him  fo  much 
joy,  that,  being  unable  to  contain  it, 
fome  words  eicaped  him,  which  did 
not  fall  to  the  ground.  «  Aha,  Phi- 
<  lip  !'  cried  he  ;  «  egad  !  I  have  you 

*  fait.     For  once,  you  will  be  fick  of 

*  bufinefs.*    This  apoltrophe  difclofed 
the  whole  contrivance  of  the  count- 
duke.     I  now  perceived  that  the  mi- 
nifter, being  afraid  of  the  king's  ap- 
plying himfelf  to  ferious  affairs,  en- 
deavoured to  amufe  him  with  pleasures 
more  fuitable  to  his  humour.  '  San- 

tillane,'  faid  he,  afterwards,  '  lofe 
no  time;  make  hafte,  my  friend,  to 
go  and  execute  the  important  order 
which  thou  hart  received,  and  which 
a  great  many  noblemen  at  court 
would  glory  in  performing.  Con- 
fider,'  faid  he,  «  that  thou  haft  here 
no  Count  de  Lemos  to  deprive  thee 
of  one  half  of  the  honour  acquired 
in  this  fervice  :  thou  wilt  have  it 
entirely  to  thyfelf  j  and,  moreover, 

*  enjoy  all  the  fruits  of  it.' 

Thus  did  his  excellency  gild  the 
pill,  which  I  fwal lowed  down  gently, 
though  not  without  tafting  the  bitter- 
nefs  of  it:  for,  fmce  my  imprifonment, 
I  had  been  ufed  to  look  upon  things  in 
a  moral  point  of  view,  and  did  not 
think  the  poft  of  Mercury  in  chief  quite 
fo  honourable  as  it  was  called.  How- 
ever, though  I  was  not  vicious  enough 
to  perform  it  without  remorfe,  I  had 
not  virtue  fufficient  to  make  me  refufe 
the  employment.  I  therefore  obeyed 
the  king  the  more  willingly,  as  I  (aw 
at  the  fame  time  that  my  compliance 
would  be  agreeable  to  the  minifter, 
whom  it  was  my  fole  ftudy  to  pleafe. 
I  thought  proper  to  addrefs  myfelf  at 
firft  to  Laura,  to  whom,  in  a  private 
converfation,  I  difclofed  my  miflion 
in  a  difcre^t  manner  ;  and  towards  the 
end  of  the  difcourfe,  prefented  the  jew- 
els ;  at  fight  of  which  the  lady,  being 
unable  to  conceal  her  joy,  gave  a  looie 
to  it.  «  Signior  Gil  Bias,1  cried  fhe, 
«  I  ought  not  to  conftiain  myfelf  be- 
«  fore  my  oldcit  and  belt  friend,  I 


'  mould  be  to  blame  in  affecting  a 
'  falfe  feverity  of  morals,  and  making 
'  grimaces  with  yuu.  Yesj  you  need 
'  not  doubt  it,'  continued  me  j  <Iam 
'  overjoyed  that  my  daughter  has 

*  made  fuch  a  precious  conqueft,  all 
'  the  advantages  of  which  I  compre- 
4  hend  ;  but,  between  you  and  me,I  am 
'  afraid  that  Lucretia  will  look  upon 
'  them  with  a  different  eye :  for,  though 
'  a  young  aclrefs,  me  is  fo  careful  of 
'  her  chaftity,  that  me  has  already  re- 
'  jefted   the  addrefles  of  two  young 

*  noblemen,  both   amiable  and  rich. 
'  You  may  fay,  indeed,  thatthefe  were 

*  not  kings.     True  j  and  in  all  proba- 
<  bility,  thepafllon  of  a  crowned  head 

*  will  make  the  virtue   of  Lucretia. 
'  Neverthelefs,  I  muifc  tell  you,  that 

*  the  thing  is  uncertain,  and  I  declare 
«  that  I  will  never  force  the  inclina- 
'  tions  of  my  daughter.     If,  far  from 
'  thinking   herfelf  honoured    by    the 

*  tranfient  affection  of  the  king,  fhe 

*  mall  regard  that  honour  as  infamous, 
'  let  not  that  great  prince  be  difobliged 
'  if  fhe  fliall  conceal  herfelf  from  him. 
e  Return  to -morrow,' added  fhe,  'and 
'  then  I  will  tell  you  whether   you 
'  muft  carry  back  to  him  a  favourable 

*  anfwer,  or  his  jewels.' 

I  did  not  at  all  doubt  that  Laura 
would  exhort  Lucretia  to  fwerve  from 
her  duty,  rather  than  remain  in  it,  and 
I  depended  a  good  deal  on  that  exhor- 
tation. Neverthelefs,  I  learned  with 
furprize  next  day,  that  Laura  had  as 
much  difficulty  in  fwaying  her  daugh- 
ter to  vice  as  other  mothers  have  to  form 
their' s  tovirtue ;  and,  which  is  ftill  more 
furprizing,LucretJa,after  having  grant- 
ed fome  private  interviews  to  the  mo- 
narch, felt  fo  much  remorfe  for  having 
yielded  to  his  defires,  that  fhe  quitted 
the  world  all  of  a  fudden,  and  (hut 
herfelf  up  in  the  monaftery  of  the  In- 
carnation, where  fhe  foon  fell  lick,  and 
died  of  grief.  Laura  being  inconfo- 
lable  for  the  lofs  of  her  daughter,  whole 
death  fhe  upbraided  herfelf  with,  re- 
tired into  the  convent  of  the  Female 
Penitents,  there  to  mourn  the  pleafures 
of  her  youth.  The  king  was  affected 
by  the  unexpected  retreat  of  Lucretia  j 
but  being  of  a  humour  not  to  be  long 
afflicled  at  any  thing,  confoied  himfeif 
by  degrees  for  this  event.  As  for  the 
count-duke,  although  he  did  not  feem 
rery  mqch  touched  at  this  incident, 
3  D  U 
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it  did  not  fall  to  give  him  a  great  deal 
of  mortification;  and  this  the  reader 
will  eafily  believe. 


CHAP.    IV. 

SANTILLANE  IS  INVESTED  BY  THE 
MINISTER  WITH  A  NEW  EMPLOY- 
MENT. 

I  Was  alfo  fenfibly  affefted  by  the 
misfortune  of  Lucretia,  and  felt 
fuch  remorfe  for  having  contributed  to 
it,  that,  looking  upon  myf'elf  as  an 
infamous  wretch,  in  fpite  of  the  qua- 
lity of  the  lover  whofe  patfton  I  had 
ferv*d,  I  refolved  to  abandon  the  ca- 
duceus  for  ever.  I  even  exprefTed  to 
the  minifter  the  reluctance  I  had  to 
bear  it,  and  begged  he  would  employ 
me  in  fomething  elfe.  «  Santillane,' 
{aid  he,  'I  am  charmed  with  thy  de- 

*  licacy ;  and,  fince  thou  art  a  man  of 
fuch  honour,  will  give  thee  an  oc- 
cupation more  fuitable  to  thy  virtue. 
This  it  is  ;  lirten  attentively  to  what 
I  am  going  to  impart. 

'  Someyears  before  I  was  in  favour,' 
ontinued  he,  *  chance  one  day  pre- 
fented  to  my  view  a  lady  fo  hand- 
fome  and  well  made,  that  I  ordered 
her  to  be  followed.  I  learned  that 
me  was  a  Genoefe,  called  Donna 
Margarita  Spinola,  who  lived  at 
Madrid  on  the  revenue  of  her  beauty, 
and  that  Don  Francifco  de  Valeafar  *, 
an  alcade  of  the  court,  a  rich  old 
married  man,  fpent  a  great  deal  of 
money  upon  the  coquette.  This  re- 
port, which  ought  to  have  infpired 
me  with  contempt  for  her,  made  me 
conceive  a  violent  defire  of  fharing 
her  favours  with  Valeafar;  and,  to 
fatisfy  it,  I  had  recourfe  to  a  female 
go-between,  who  had  the  addicts  in 
a  little  time  to  procure  for  me  a  pri- 
vate interview  with  the  Genoefe  ;  and 
that  was  followed  by  many  more, 
fo  that  my  rival  and  I  were  equally 
well  treated  for  our  prefents.  Per- 
haps, too,  (he  had  other  gallants  as 

*  happy  as  we  were. 

*  Be  that  as  it  will,  Margarita,  in 


receiving  fuch  confufed  homage, 
infenfibly  became  pregnant,  and 
brought  forth  a  fon,  the  honour  of 
whom  me  beftowed  on  each  of  her 
lovers  in  particular;  but  not  one  of 
them  being  in  confcience  able  to  boalt 
himfelf  the  father  of  that  child,  it 
was  difowned  by  them  all;  fo  that 
the  Genoefe  was  obliged  to  main- 
tain it  with  the  fruit  of  her  intrigues  z 
this  (he  did  for  eighteen  years,  at 
the  end  of  which  term  dying,  me 
has  left  her  Ion  without  fortune,  and, 
which  is  worfe,  without  education. 
*  This,'  purfued  his  grace,  '  is  the 
fecret  I  had  to  impart,  and  I  will 
now  inform  thee  of  the  great  defign 
which  I  have  projected.  I  will  bring 
this  unfortunate  child  from  obfcuri- 
ty  ;  and,  making  him  pafs  from  one 
extreme  to  another,  raife  him  to  ho- 
nours, and  own  him  for  my  fon.* 
At  this  extravagant  projed  it  was 
mpofllble  for  me  to  hold  my  tongue. 
How,  my  lord  !"  cried  I  j  *  can  your 
excellency  have  taken  fuch  a  ftrange 
refolution;  pardon  me  for  ufmg  that 
term,  which  hath  efcaped  my  zeal.* 
— f  Thou  wih  fay  that  I  am  very  pru- 
dent,* he  replied,  with  precipitation, 
when  I  have  toJd  thee  the  realbns 
that  have  determined  me  to  take  it. 
I  don't  defire  that  my  collaterals 
mould  be  my  heirs.  Thou  wilt  fay, 
that  I  am  not  as  yet  of  fuch  an  ad- 
vanced age  as  to  make  me  defpairof 
having  children  by  my  Lady  Oliva- 
rez.  But  every  one  knows  himfelf 
beft.  Let  it  fuffice  to  tell  thee,  that 
there  is  no  fecret  in  chymiftry  which 
I  have  not  tried  in  vain  to  become 
a  father.  Therefore,  fince  Fortune, 
fupplying  the  defects  of  Nature,  prt- 
fents  a  child  to  me,  whofe  true  fa- 
ther perhaps  I  am,  I  am  refolved  to 
adopt  him.'  When  I  ikw  the  mi- 
nifter bent  on  this  adoption,  I  ceafed 
to  oppole  it,  knowing  him  to  be  a  man 
capable  of  committing  a  foolifti  aftion 
rather  than  fwerve  from  his  own  opi- 
nion. «  The  fole  bufinefs  now,1  add- 
ed he,  *  is  to  beftow  education  upon 
*  Don  Henry  Philip  de  Guzman,  (for 
<  this  name  I  intend  he  ihail  bear) 


*  Don  Francifco  de  Valeafar  actually  married  this  lady  when  rtie  was  big  with  child, 
and  adopted  the  boy,  whom  he  educated  and  acknowledged  as  his  own  fon  during  \}\c 
fpace  of  thirty-one  years  ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  the  count-duke,  finding  himfelf 
without  heirs-male,  had  him  legitimated,  and  created  Marquis  de  M.»VCIUU. 

«  until 
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Until  he  (hall  be  in  a  condition  to 
poffefs  the  dignities  that  await  him. 
Thou,  my  dear  Santillane,  art  the 
pedbn  whom  I  chufe  to  be  his  tutor. 
I  confide  in  thy  underftanding  and 
attachment  to  me  for  thy  care  in  re- 
gulating his  family,  in  giving  him 
all  forts  of  matters  j  in  a  word,  of 
making  him  an  accomplifhed  cava- 
lier.' I  would  have  refufed  this 
employment,  reprefentingto  the  count- 
duke,  that  I  was  very  ill  qualified  to 
educate  young  noblemen,  having  never 
pra&ifed  that  bufmefs,  which  required 
more  knowledge  and  merit  than  I  pof- 
fefled.  But  he  interrupted  me,  and 
fhut  my  mouth,  by  faying,  that  he 
was  absolutely  refblved  to  make  me 
governor  to  this  adopted  fon,  whom  he 
deftined  for  the  firft  offices  of  the  mo- 
narchy. I  prepared  myfelf,  therefore, 
to  fill  this  place  for  the  fatisfaftion  of 
his  grace,  who,  to  reward  my  compli- 
ance, encreafed  my  fmall  revenue  with 
a  penfion  of  a  thoufand  crowns,  which 
he  procured,  or  rather  gave  me,  on  the 
cominandery  of  Mamdra. 


CHAP.    V. 

THE  SON  OF  THE  GENOESE  IS 
OWNED  BY  AN  AUTHENTICK 
ACT,  AND  CALLED  DON  HENRY 
PHILIP  DE  GUZMAN.  SANTIL- 
LANE FORMS  THE  FAMILY  OF 
THAT  YOUNG  NOBLEMAN,  AND 
HIRES  ALL  SORTS  OF  MASTERS 
FOR  HIM. 

THE  counl-duke  in  a  little  time 
actually  owned  the  fon  of  Don- 
na Margarita  Spinola,  and  the  deed 
was  executed  wfah  the  confent  and  in- 
clination of  the  king.  Don  Henry 
Philip  de  Guzman  (for  that  was  the 
name  given  to  this  child  of  many  fa- 
thers) was  declared  fole  heir  of  the 
Count  d'Olivarez,  and  of  the  duchy 
of  San  Lucar.  The  minifter,  that  no- 
body might  be  ignorant  of  this  event, 
ordered  Carnero  to  communicate  the 
declaration  to  the  ambaffadors  and 
grandees  of  Spain,  who  were  not  a 
little  furprized  at  his  oonducl.  The 
wits  of  Madrid  had  a  fund  of  mirth 
from  it  a  long  time,  and  the  fatirical 
poets  did  not  neglecl  fuch  a  fair  occa- 
Jion  of  fhedding  the  gall  of  their  pens. 
Wheo  I  aikcd  where  this  gentleman 


was  whom  his  grace  intended  to  entruft 
to  my  care,  c  He  is  in  this  city,'  he 
replied,  '  under  the  direction   of  an 
'  aunt,    from  whom  I  will  take  him 
'  as  foon  as  thou  (halt  have  prepared  a 
«  houfe  for  him.'     This  was  foon  per- 
formed. I  took  a  houfe,  which  I  caufed 
to  be  magnificently  furnifhed  j  hired 
pages,  a  porter,   and  footman;    and, 
with  the   affiitance  of  Caporis,  filled 
up  the  places  of  his  officers.    When  I 
had  compleated  his  attendants,  I  went 
and  advertifed  his  excellency,  who  im- 
mediately fent  for  his  equivocal  heir 
and  new  fhoot  from  the  trunk  of  the 
Guzmans,  and    I    found   him   a  tall 
young  fellow  of  an  agreeable  perfon. 
'  Don  Henry,'  faid  his  grace  to  him, 
pointing  with  his  finger  to  me,  *  this 
gentleman  is  the  guide  whom  I  have 
chofen  to  conduct  you  in  the  career 
of  life.     I  have  the  greateft  confi- 
dence in  him,  and  give  him  an  ab- 
folute  power  over  you.— Yes,  San- 
tillane,' faid  he,  turning  to  me,  *I 
abandon  him  entirely  to  your  care, 
and  don't  doubt  that  you  will  give 
'  a  good  account  of  him.'     To  this 
difcourfe   the  miniiter  joined  others, 
exhorting  the  young  man  to  fubmit  to 


dueled  Don  Henry  to  his  houfe,  where 
when  we  arrived,  I  made  all  his  do- 
meflicks  pafs  in  review  before  him, 
fignifying  the  office  of  each.  He  did 
not  feem  confounded  at  the  change  of 
his  condition j  and,  accommodating 
himfelf  to  the  deference  and  officious 
refpeft  that  was  ftiewn  to  him,  he 
feemed  to  have  been  always  that  which 
he  was  now  become  by  chance.  He 
did  not  want  capacity,  but  was  whol- 
ly illiterate,  being  fcarce  able  to  read 
or  write.  I  furnifhed  him  with  a  pre- 
ceptor to  teach  him  the  elements  of  the 
Latin  tongue,  and  hired  for  him  ma- 
fters  of  geography,  hiftory,  and  fenc- 
ing. You  may  well  believe,  that  I 
did  not  forget  a  dancing-mafter :  I 
was  only  embarrafTed  in  the  choice  ; 
for  at  that  tirne  there  was  a  great  num- 
ber famous  in  that  profeflion  at  Ma- 
drid, and  I  did  not  know  to  whom  I 
ought  to  give  the  preference.  While 
I  was  in  this  perplexity,  a  man  richly 
dreiled  came  into  the  court,  and  I  be- 
ing told  that  he  wanted  to  fpeak  with 
me,  went  to  him,  imagining  that  he 
was  at  leaft  a  knight  of  St.  Jago  or 
Alcantara.  When  I  afked  his  com- 
3  D  a  mands, 
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roands,  '  Signior  de  Saiuillane,'  an- 
fwered  he,  afte.  having  made  ieveral 
bows,  which  fmelled  ftrongly  of  his 
profeiTion,  '  undcrftanding  that  your 
'  worfhip  is  the  perf'on  who  chulcs 
'  mauV'  ,nior  Don  Henry,  I 

'  am  come  to  offer  my  iervice  ;  my 
'  name  is  Martin  Ligero  ;  and  I  have, 
'  (thank  Heaven  !)  feme  reputation. 
'  It  is  not  my  cuftom  to  come  and  Ib- 
'  licit  for  fcholars  ;  that  is  the  pro- 

*  vince  of  little  obfcure  dancing-ma- 
'  fters.    lufually  wait  until  I  am  fent 
'  for  ;  but  as  I  have  taught  the  Duke 

*  de  Medina  Sidonia,  Don  Lewis  de 

*  Haro,  and  fome  other  noblemen  of 
•the  family  of  Guzman,  to  which  I 

*  am   as    it   were   a  fervant  born,    I 
'  thought  it  my  duty  to  anticipate  your 
'  mertage.'  —  *  I  find  by  yourdifcourfe,* 
faid   I,    *  that   you   are   the  man    we 
'  want.     How  much  do  you  take  per 
'  month?'  —  *  Four  double  piftoles,' 
an-fwered  he,  *  is  the  current  price,  and 
'  I  give  but  two  leflbns  per  week.'— 
'  Four  doubloons  a  month  !'  cried  I, 

*  that  is  a  great  deal.'  —  '  How  !  a  great 
'  deal  !'    replied   he,  with   an   air    of 
aftonimment  ;  *  you  would  give  a  pif- 
'  tole  a-month  to  a  mafter  of  philo- 
<  fophy.' 

There  was  no  refifting  fuch  a  plea- 
fant  reply,  at  which  I  laughed  heartily, 
and  afked  Signior  Ligero,  if  he  really 
thought  a  man  of  his  profeflion  pre- 
ferable to  a  mafter  of  philofophy. 
'  Doubtlefs,'  faid  he  5  *  we  are  of  much 
'  greater  ufe  than  thofe  gentlemen. 

*  What  is  a  man  before  he  has  pa  (Ted 

*  through  our  hands  ?  what  but  an  ill- 
'  licked  cub  ?  but   our  leflbns  mould 

*  Jiim  by  little  and  little  into  a  due 

*  form.     In  a  word,  we  teach  him  to 
'  move  gracefully,    giving   him  atti- 

*  tudes  and  airs  of  dignity  and  impor- 


I  yielded  to  the  arguments  of  this 
dicing-  matter,  whom  I  hii  .d  for  Don 
Henry  at  the  rate  of  four  double  pif- 
toles a  month,  iince  that  was  the  price 
of  great  matters  of  his  art. 


CHAP.     VI. 
SCIPIO  'RETURNING    FROXT   NEW- 

SPAIN,  GIL  BLAS  SETTLES  HIM 
IN  THE  SERVICE  OF  DON  fiF'.'RY. 
THE  STUDIES  OF  THAT  YOUNG 
NOBLEMAN,  WITH  THE  HONOURS 


WHICH  WERE  CONFERRED  UPOK 
HIM,  AND  AN  ACCOUNT  OP  THE 
LADY  TO  WHOM  HE  WAS  MAR- 
RIED. GIL  BLAS  BECOMES  NO- 
BLE IN  SPITE  OF  HIMSELF. 

I  Had  not  as  yet  compleated  the  half 
of  Don  Henry's  family,  when  Sci- 
p!o  i .  t  ui  ned  from  Mexico.  I  alked  him 
if  he  was  fatisfied  wn'i  his  voyage,  and 
he  anfwered,  «  I  have  reafon  to  be  fo  } 
1  iince,  with  threS  thoufand  ducats  in 
'  fpecie,  I  have  brought  over  twice  as 
'  much  in  merchandize  of  the  con- 

*  fumption  of  this  country.'— '  I  con- 

*  gratu.late  thee,  my  cT'.ild,'  ]  replied. 

*  Thy  fortune  is  now  begun  ;  and  it 

*  is   in  thy  power  to  compleat  it,  by 
c  returning  to   the  Indies   next  year : 
'  or,    if  thou  preferred  an  agreeable 
'  poft  at  Madrid  to  the  trouble  of  go- 
'  ing  fo  far  to  amafs  wealth,  thou  haft 
'  nothing  to  do  but  to  fpeakj    I  have 
'  one  at  thy  iervice.'—  '  Egad  !'  faid 
the  fon  of  Cofcolina,  *  there  is  no  room 
'  for  hefitation.    I  would  much  rather 
'  execute  a  good  employment  near  you, 
'  than  expofe  myfelf  anew  to  the  pe- 
'  rils  of  a  long  voyage.    Pray,  mafter, 
'  explain  yourfelf ;  what  poll  do  you 
'  intend  for  your  humble  fervant?' 

For  his  better  information,  I  re- 
counted to  him  the  .ftory  of  the  young 
nobleman  whom  the  count-dnke  had 
introduced  into  the  family  of  Guzman  ; 
and  after  having  told  him,  that  the 
minilter  had  chofen  me  governor  to 
Don  Henry,  I  promifed  to  make  him 
valet  de  chambre  to  that  adopted  fon. 
Scipio,  who  afked  no  better,  willingly 
accepted  the  poft,  and  acquitted  him- 
felf  in  it  fo  well,  that  in  lefs  than  three 
or  four  days  he  acquired  the  confi- 
dence and  friendfljip  of  his  new  mafter. 
.  I  imagined  that  the  pedagogues 
whom  I  had  chofen  to  teach  the  fon  of 
the  Genoefe,  would  find  their  Latin 
thrown  away,  believing  one  at  his  age 
umJifciplinable.  But  I  was  much  mif- 
trikcn.  He  cafily  comprehended  and 
retained  all  that  was  ihewn  to  him, 
and  his  mafters  were  very  well  fatis- 
fied  with  his  capacity.  I  ran  eagerly 
to  impart  this  piece  of  news  to  the 
duke,  who  received  it  with  exceflive 
joy.  '  Santillar.c,'  cried  he,  tranfport- 
cd,  <  I  am  ravifhed  to  hear  that  Don 
'  Henry  has  fuch  a  memory  and  pene- 
'  tration  !  I  perceive  my  own  blood 
<  \n  him  j  and  wlut  convinces  me  of 

«  hi?. 
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His  beinor  my  fon   is,  that  I  feel  as 
much  affection  for  him,  as  if  he  had 
been   born  by  my  Lady  Olivarez. 
Thou  feelt  by  this,  my  friend,  that 
nature  declares   itfelf.'     I  was  not 
fool    enough  to  tell      his   grace    my 
fentiments   of  the    matter ;    but,    re- 
fpe&ing  his  weaknefs,  left  him  to  en- 
joy the  pleafure  (whether  true  or  falfe) 
of  belkving  himfelf  the  father  of  Don 
Henry. 

Although  all  the  Guzmans  enter- 
tained a  mortal  hatred  to  this  young 
nobleman  of  frefli  date,  they  diirem- 
bled  it  out  of  policy;  nay,  fome  of 
them  affected  to  court  his  triendfhip; 
he  was  vifited  by  the  ambafladors  and 
grandees  who  were  then  at  Madrid, 
and  honoured  by  them  as  much  as  if 
he  haU  been  a  legitimate  ion  of  the 
count-duke.  This  minifter,  overjoyed 
to  fee  fuch  incenfe  offered  to  his  idol, 
foon  decked  him  with  dignities.  He 
began  by  afking  of  the  king  the  crofs 
of  Alcantara,  with  a  commandery  of 
ten  thoufand  crowns,  for  Don  Henry. 
In  a  little  time  after  he  was  made  gen- 
tleman-of  the  bed-chamber.  Then, 
refolvingto  marry  him  to  a  lady  of  the 
moft  noble  family  of  Spain,  he  caft 
his  eyes  upon  Donna  Juana  Veiaico, 
daughter  to  the  Duke  of  Caftile,  and 
had  authority  enough  to  accomplifh 
the  marriage,  in  fpite  of  that  duke  and 
all  his  relations. 

A  few  days  before  the  marriage,  his 
grace,  having  lent  for  me,  put  fome 
papers  into  my  hand,  faying,  «  Hold, 
'  Gil  Bias,  here  are  letters  of  nobi- 
'  lity,  whicji  I  have  ordered  to  be  ex- 
'  pedited  forth.ee.' — f  My  lord,'  an- 
(wered  I,  furprized  at  his  words,  <  your 
'  excellency  knows  that  I  am  the  fon 

*  of  a  poor  duenna  and'  fquire  ;  ib  that, 
'  in  my  opinion,  the  nobility  would 
'  be  prophaned  by  my  aflociation  ;  and 
'  it  is,  of  all   the   favours   which  his 
'  majefty  could  beftow,  that  which  I 
'  deferve  and  defire  the  leahV — '  Thy 
'  birth,'  replied  the   minifter,  '  is  an 

*  objection    that    is    eafily    removed  : 
'  thou  haft  been  employed  in  ftate-af- 
«  fairs,  both  under  the  Duke  of  Ler- 
'  ma's  miniftry   and  mine  :    befides,' 
added   he,   with   a  fmile,  '  hart  thou 
f  not  done  the  monarch  fome  fervice 

*  which  deferves  a  recompence  ?     In  a 
«  word,  Santillane,  thou  art  not  un- 
'  worthy  of  the  honour  which  I  have 
6  procured  for  thee.     Moreover,    die 
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'  rank  which  thou  haldeft  with  regard 

*  to  my  ion,  requires  that  them  fhouldft 
'  be  noble  ;  and  it  is  on  that  account 

*  that    I    have   obtained    the   patent.* 
— '  I  vicld,  my  lord,'  I  replied,  '  fince 

*  your  excellency  iniifts  upon  my  corn- 
'  pliance.'     So   faying,  I  went  away 
with  my  patent  in  my  pocket. 

*  I  am  now  a  gentleman,'  faid  I  to 
myfelf,  when  I  had  got  into  the  ftreet, 
ennobled,  without  being  obliged  to 
my  parents  for  my  quality.    I  may, 
when  I  pleafe,  be  called   Don   Gil 
Bias  j    and   if  any  one  of  my  ac- 
quaintance mall  take  it  in  his  head 
to  laugh  in  my  face  when  he  calls  me 
Ib,  I  will  mew  my  patent.     But  let 
us   read   it,1  continued  I,  taking  it 
out  of  my  pocket,  *  and  fee  in  what 
manner  my  original  meannefs  is  wafh- 
ed   away.'     I   therefore  perufed  the 
paper,    the  fubftance  of  which    was, 
that  the  king,  to  reward  the  zeal  which 
I  had  m an  i felted  on  more  than  one  oc- 
cafion  for  his  fervice  and  the  good  of 
the  ftate,  had  thought  proper  to  gra- 
tify my  attachment  with  letters  of  no- 
bility.    I  will  venture  to  lay,  in  my 
own  praife,  that  they  did  not  infpire 
me  with  the  leaft  pride.     Having  the 
meannefs  of  my  extraction  always  before 
my  eyes,  this  honour  humbled  inftead 
of  making  me  vain  j  therefore  I  de- 
termined   to  lock  up  my  patent  in  a 
drawer,  and  never  boaft  of  it's  being 
in  my  poliefliou. 


CHAP.    VII. 

GIL  BLAS  MEETS  FABRICIO  AGAIN 
BY  ACCIDENT.  THE  LAST  CON- 
VERSATION THAT  HAPPENED 
BETWEEN  THEM,  AND  THE  IM- 
PORTANT ADVICE  WHICH  NUK- 
NEZ  GAVE  TO  SANTILLANE. 

THE  Aflurianpoet  (as  muft  have 
been  obferved  by  the  reader) 
willingly  neglected  me;  and  my  oc- 
cupations did  not  permit  me  to  vifit 
him.  I  had  not  feen  him  fmce  the 
day  of  the  difiertation  on  the  IphigeT 
ma  of  Euripides,  when  chance  again 
threw  him  in  my  way  near  the  Gate  of 
the  Sun.  He  was  coming  out  of  a  print- 
ing-houfe,  and  I  accoited  him,  faying, 

*  Aha,  Mr.  Nunnez!   you  have   been 
'  at  the  printer's}  that  feems  to  threaten 

*  the  publick  with  a   new  work  of 

'    vonr 
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your  compofition.''— '  That  is  what 
indeed  it  may  expeft,'  anfwered  he. 
I  have  actually  in  the  prefs  a  pamph- 
let which  will  make  fome  noife  in 
the  republick  of  letters." — '  I  don't 
doubt  the  merit  of  thy  production,* 
replied,  '  but  am  amazed  at  thy 
compoGng  pamphlets,  which  in  my 
opinion  are  trifles  that  do  no  great 
honour  to  a  man  of  genius.' — *  I 
know  it  very  well/  faid  Fabricio, 
and  am  not  ignorant  that  none  but 
thofe  who  read  every  thing  amufe 
them  lei  ves  with  pamphlets.  How- 
ever, this  one  has  efcaped  me,  which 
I  own  is  the  child  of  neceffity .  Hun- 
ger, tliou  knoweft,  brings  the  wolf 
out  of  the  wood.' 

*  How  !'  cried  I ;  '  does  the  author 
of  the   Count  de  Saldagne  talk  in 
this  manner  ?  a  man  who  has  two 
thoufand  crowns  a-year  !'•— c  Softly, 
friend,'  faid  Nunnez  to  me;  *  lam 
no  longer  that  happy  poet  who  en- 
joyed a  well  paid  penfion.     The  af- 
fairs of  the  Treafurer  Don  Bertrand 
are  di (ordered  all  of  a  fudden.     He 
has  fingered  and  fquandered  away  the 
king's    money  j    all    his   effects   are 
feized,  and  my  penfion  is  gone  to  the 
devil.' — f  That  is  a  melancholy  af- 
fair,' I  refumed  ;  *  but  haft  thou  no 
hope  remaining  from  that  quarter?* 

— *  Not  the  leaft,5  faid  he.  *  Signior 
Gomez  de  Ribero,  as  poor  as  his 
poet,  is  gone  to  the  bottom,  and  will 
never,  it  is  faid,  get  his  head  above 
water  again.' 

*  If  that  be  the  cafe,   my   child,* 
nfwered  I;    'I  muft  find  out   fome 

poll  to  confole  thee  for  the  lofs  of 
thy  penfion.'— '  I  will  ipare  thee 
that  trouble,'  cried  he.  If  thou 
vouldft  offer  me  an  employment  in 
the  minifter's  offices  worth  three 
thoufand  crowns  yearly,  I  would  re- 
fufe  it.  The  buiinels  of  clerks  will 
not  agree  with  the  humour  of  a  fof- 
ter- child  of  the  Mufes  :  I  muft  m- 
joy  my  literary  amufements.  What 
mall  I  fay  to  thee!  I  am  born  to  live 
and  die  a  poet,  and  my  dettiuy  muft 
be  fulfilled.  ^ 

*  But  don't  imagine,*  continued  he, 
that  we  are  very  unhappy  ;  befides 
that  we  live  in  perfect  independence, 
v/e  are  boys  without  care.     People 
think  that  we  often  dine  with   De- 

j  and   there  they  are  mif- 


'  taken.     There  is  not  one  of  my  fra- 

*  ternity,  not  even  excepting  the  ma- 
'  kers  of  almanacks,  who  is  not  wel- 
c  come  to  fome  good  table.    As  for 
«  my    part,    there    are   two  families 
'  where  I   am  always    received   with 
«  pleafure.     I  have  two  covers  laid  for 
'  me  every  day,  one  at  the  houfe  of  a 
'  fat  director  of  the  farms,  to  whom 
'  I  have  dedicated  a  romance ;  and  the 

*  other  at  the  houfe  of  a  rich  citizen, 

*  who  has  the  difeafe  of  being  thought 
'  to  entertain   wits  every  day  at  his 

*  table  j  luckily  he  is  not  very  dcli- 
'  cate  in  his  choice,  and  the  city  fur- 
'  nifhes  him  with  great  plenty.* 

'  I  no  longer  pity  thee  ihen,*  faid  I 
to  the  Afturian  poet,  «  fmce  thou  art 
'  fatisfied  with  thy  condition  :  though 
'  I  proteft  to  thee  anew,  that  thou  haft 
'  always  in  Gil  Bias  a  friend  who  is 
'  proof  againft  thy  neglecl  and  indif- 
'  ferencej  if  thou  haft  occalion  for 
'  my  purie,  come  boldly  to  me  ;  and 
'  let  not  a  filly  fliame  deprive  thee  of 
{  an  infallible  fuccour,  and  rob  me 

*  of  the  pleafure  of  obliging  thee/ 

'  By  that  generous  fentiment,*  cried 
Nunnea  ;  '  I  recollect  my  friend  San- 

*  tillanej  I  return  a  thoufand  thanks 
'  for  thy  kind  offer,   and  out  of  gra- 
'  titude  will  give  thee  a  wholefome 
'  advice.     While  the  count-duke  con- 
'  tinues  in   power,    and  thou  art   in 
'  pofTeffion  of  his  favour,   profit   by 

*  the  opportunity ;  make  hafte  to  en- 

*  rich  thyfelf  j  for  I  am  told  he  begins 
'  to  totter.'     I  afked  Fabricio  if   he 
had  that  intelligence  on  good  authority; 
and  he  anfwered,   '  I  have  it  from  a 
«  knight    of  Calatrava,   who  has   a 
'  very  fingular  talent  in  difcovering 
'  the  moft  hidden  fecrets  ;  he  is  looked 
'  upon  as  an  oracle,  and  this  is  what 

*  I   heard    him  fay   yefterday.     The 
<  count-duke  has  a   great  many  ene- 
'  mies,  who  are  all  united  to  ruin  him  ; 

*  he  depends  too  much  on  the  afcen- 
1  dancy  which  he  has  over  the  king  ; 

*  that  monarch,  it  is  reported,  begins 
«  to    liften   to  the   complaints   which 
«  have  already  reached   his  ears.'     I 
thanked  Nunnez  for  his  information, 
of  which  I  took  little  notice,  but  went 
home,  perfuaded  that  my  mafter's  au- 
thority was   immoveable,    and  conli- 
dering  him  as  one  of  thofe  old   oaks 
which  are  rooted  in  a  fore  ft,  and  which 
no  ftorms  can  overthrow* 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    VIII. 

OIL  BLAS  IS  CONVINCED  OF  THE 
TRUTH  OF  FABRICIO'S  INTEL- 
LIGENCE. THE  KING  GOES  TO 
SARAGOSSA. 

NEVERTHELESS,  what  the 
Afturian  poet  had  told  me  was 
not  without  foundation.  There  was 
in  the  palace  a  fecret  confederacy 
formed  againll  the  count-duke,  and 
the  queen  was  faid  to  be  at  the  head  of 
it;  but  none  of  the  meafures  which 
they  took  to  difplace  the  minifter  traa- 
fpired  :  nay,  a  whole  year  paned  be- 
fore ;I  perceived  that  his  favour  had 
received  the  leaft  mock. 

But  the  revolt  of  the  Catalonians, 
Supported  by  France,  and  the  bad  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  war  againft  thefe  rebels, 
excited  the  murmurs  of  the  people, 
who  complained  of  the  government. 
Thefe  complaints  occafioned  a  council 
to  be  held  in  prefence  of  the  king, 
who  defired  the  Marquis  de  Grana, 
the  emperor's  ambaflador  at  the  court 
of  Spain,  to  be  there  j  the  fubject  of 
their  deliberation  being,  whether  it 
was  moft  proper  for  the  king  to  ftay  in 
Caftile,  or. go  and  fliew  himfelf  to  his 
iroops  in  Arragon.  The  count-duke, 
who  was  averfe  to  the  prince's  depar- 
ture for  the  army,  fpoke  firft  :  he  re- 
prefented,  that  it  was  better  for  his 
majeliy  to  remain  in  the  center  of  his 
dominions  j  and  Supported  his  opinion 
with  all  the  reafons  which  his  eloquence 
could  afford.  He  had  no  fooner  con- 
clud^ti  his  fpeech,  than  his  advice  was 
unanimoufly  followed  by  every  body 
in  council,  except  the  Marquis  tie 
Grana  j  who,  Jiftening  to  nothing  but 
his  zeal  for  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and 
giving  way  to  the  franknefs  of  his  na- 
tion, oppofed  the  fentiment  of  the 
prime-minhler,  and  fupported  the  con- 
trary opinion  wUt  fuch  force,  that  the 
king  was  ftruck  with  the  folidity  of  his 
arguments,  embraced  his  opinion, 
though  it  was  oppofite  to  that  of  the 
whole  council,  and  fixed  th.e  day  of 
his  departure  for  the  army. 


This  was  the  firft  time  that  ever  his 
majeity  durft  think  otherwise  than  his 
favourite  ;  who,  looking  upon  this  no- 
velty as  a  bloody  affront,  was  very  much 
mortified.  When  the  minifter  was  go- 
ing to  retire  into  his  clofet,  to  bite  upon 
the  bridle  at  liberty,  he  perceived  me, 
and  taking  me  in  along  With  him,  re- 
counted what  had  paired  at  council  with 
great  agitation  :  then,  like  a.  man  who 
could  not  recollect  himfelf  from  his  fur- 
prize,  <  Yes,  Santillane,'  continued  he, 

<  the  king,  who  for  thefe  twenty  years 
'  paft  hath  fpoke  with  my  mouth,  and 

<  leen  through  my  eyes,   now  prefers 

*  the  opinion  of  Grana  to  mine  j  and 
«  in  what  manner  too  ?  loading  the  am- 
'  baflador  with  eulogiums,  and,  in  par- 
'  ticular,  praifmg  his  zeal  for  the  houfe 

*  of  Auftria,  as  if  that  German  loved  it 
«  better  than  I  do  ! 

*  By  this  it  is  eafy  to  judge,'  purfued 
the  minifter,  '  that  there  is  a  party  form- 
-*  ed  againft  me,  and  that  the  queen  is 
'  at  the  head  of  it.' — '  Why,  my  lord,* 
faid  I,  '  mould  you  be  uneafy  with  that 
'  conjecture?  Has  not  the  queen,  for 
'  more  than  twelve  years,  been  ufed  to 
«  fee  you  at  the  helm ;  and  the  king 

*  been  in  a  long  habit  of  not  confulting 

*  her  ?    As  for  the  Marquis  of  Grana, 
'  the  monarch,  perhaps,  chofe  his'opi- 
'  nion  out  of  defire  to  fee  his  army,  and 
«  make  a  campaign.' — «  That  is  notthe 

*  cafe,'  faid  the  count-duke ;  '  fay,  ra- 

*  ther,  my  enemies  hope  that  the  king, 
'  being  among  his  troops,  will  always 
f  be  furrounded  by  the  noblemen  who 

*  will  attend  him  ;  and  that  more  than 
'  one  will  be  found  ib  much  difgufted 
'  at  me,  as  to  fpeak  to  the  prejudice  of 

*  my  adminiftration  :  but  they  are  jnif- 
'  taken,'  added  he  j  *  I  will  make  the 
'  prince  inacceffible  to  them  all  during 

*  the  journey.'     This  he  actually  per- 
formed, in  a  manner  that  deferves  to  be 
related.     ' 

The  day  of  the  king's  departure  be- 
ing arrived,  that  monarch,  after  having 
entrufted  the  queen  with  the  care  of  the 
government  in  his  abfence,  fet  out  for 
Saragofia  ;  but,  in  his  way,  paffing  by 
Aranjuez  *,  was  fo  delighted  with  the 
place,  that  he  ftaid  there  almoft  three 


*  Aranjuez,  is  a  royal  palace  in  New  Caftile,  fituated  near  the  rivers  of  Taio  and 
Garama,  in  a  large  plain  furrounded  by  hills  and  forefts,  through  which  are  many 
fpacious  avenues.  The  entrance  to  this  palace  is  over  two  painted  wooden  bridges, 
upon  the  aforcfaid  rivers,  which  join  a  little  below  the  houfe.  Here  is  a  delightful 
garden  }  and,  jn  a  large  fquare  paved  with  marble,  a  ftatue  in  brafs  of  Charles  the 
fifth,  armed  cap-a-pce,  trampling  upon  Herefy,  reprdented  by  four  arch-hereticks. 

weeks: 
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weeks  :  from  thence  the  minifter  carried 
him  to  Cuenca,  where  he  amufecl  him 
ftiil  longer  by  various  diverlions.  Then 
the  plcaliires  ot"  the  chare  detained  him 
at  Molina  of  Arragon  j  niter  which  he 
was  conducted  to  S;u agofla. 

His  army  being  not  far  from  thence, 
lie  appeared  for  going  to  it ;  but  the 
count-duke  altered  his  inclination,  by 
making  him  believe  that  he  would  he  in 
danger  of  being  taken  by  the  French, 
who  were  matters  of  the  plain  of  Mon- 
<;on  :  fo  that  the  king,  being  afraid  of 
the  peril  which  he  hud  no  caufe  to  fear, 
took  the  relblution  of  remaining  Oral  up 
at  home  as  in  a  prilbn.  The  minittcr, 
taking  the  advantage  of  his  terror,  and 
under  pretence  of  watching  for  his  fate- 
ty,  guarded  him,  as  it  were,  from  the 
iight  of  every  body  :  and  the  grandees, 
\vho  had  been  at  a  vaft  cxpence  to  put 
themfelves  in  a  condition  to  follow  their 
fovereign,  had  not  even  the  fatisfaclion 
of  obtaining  one  private  audience.  Phi- 
lip, at  length,  tired  bf  being  ill-lodged 
at  Saragofla,  of  palling  his  time  Itill 
worfe,  or,  if  you  pleafe,  of  being  pri- 
foner,  returned  in  a  little  time  to  Ma- 
drid. Thus  this  monarch  finished  his 
campaign,  leaving  to  the  Marquis  de 
los  Veles,  general  of  his  troops,  the 
care  of  maintaining  the  honour  of  the 
Spanifh  arms. 


CHAP.     IX. 

THE  REVOLUTION  OF  PORTUGAL, 
AND  THE  DISGRACE  OF  THE 
COUNT-DUKE. 

A  Few  days  afar  the  king's  return, 
a  very  difagreeable  piece  of  news 
ipread  all  over  Madrid.  It  was  report- 
ed that  the  Portugueze,  looking  upon 
the  revolt  of  the  Catalonians  as  a  fair 
occafion  offered  to  them  by  fortune  for 
making  off  the  Spanifh  yoke,  had  taken 
up  arms,  and  chofen  the  Duke  of  Bra- 
ganza  for  their  king  ;  that  they  were 
reiblved  to  maintain  him  on  the  throne, 
and  were  confident  of  fucceis  j  Spain 
having  at  that  time  on  ln-r  hands  ene- 
mies in  Germany,  Italy,  FlandL-r:,  and 


Catalonia  :  indeed  they  could  not  have 
found  a  more  favourable  conjuncture 
for  freeing  thcmfelves  from  a  dominion 
which  they  dete., 

What  is  very  (ingular  is,  that  the 
count-duke,  while  both  court  and  city 
feemcd  to  he  ilrur.k  with  confternation 
at  the  news,  wanted  to  joke  with  the 
king  at  the  expence  of  the  Duke  of  Bra- 
ganza :  but  Philip,  far  from  being 
plealbd  with  his  raillery,  aflumed  a  veiy 
grave  air,  which  fii (concerted  him,  and 
made  him  forefee  his  difgrace.  He  no 
longer  doubted  his  own  fall,  when  he 
understood  that  the  queen  had  openly 
declared  herfeif  againlt  him,  and  loud- 
ly accnfed  him  of  having,  by  his  bad 
adminiftration,  occafmned  the  revolt 
of  Portugal.  The  greateft  part  of  the 
grandees,  efpecially  thofe  who  had 
been  at  Saragofla,  no  fooner  perceived 
that  a  tempeft  was  brewing  over 
the  head  of  the  count-duke,  than  they 
joined  the  queen  j  and  what  gave  the 
iaft  Stroke  to  his  favour  was,  the  arrival 
of  the  Duchefs-dowager  of  Mantua, 
formerly  governefs  of  Portugal.  This 
lady,  on  her  return  from  Lifbon  to 
Madrid,  plainly  demonstrated  to  the 
king,  that  the  revolution  of  that  king- 
dom happened  through  the  fault  of  the 
prime-minifter. 

The  difcourfe  of  this  princcfs  made 
a  great  impreflion  on  the  mind  of  the 
monarch;  who,  being  at  length  rouzed 
from  his  infatuation  for  his  favourite, 
Stripped  him  of  all  the  affection  which 
he  had  entertained  for  him.  When  the 
minister  was  informed  that  the  king 
liltened  to  his  enemies,  he  wrote  a  letter 
to  him,  aiking  leave  to  refign  his  em- 
ployment, and  remove  from  court,  fmce 
people  were  fo  unjuSt  as  to  impute  to 
him  all  the  misfortunes  which  had  hap- 
pened to  the  kingdom  during  the  courfe 
of  his  adminiltration.  He  thought  that 
this  letter  would  have  a  great  effect,  and 
that  the  prince  Still  preCerved  fo  much 
friendlhip  for  him  is  to  detain  him  at 
court  j  but  all  the  anfvvcr  which  his 
majelty  returned,  was  the  pel-million 
that  he  Jdired,  wiih  leave  to  retire 
whit  her  for  vt  i  he  would. 
Thele  words,  written  by  the  king's 


'    Tlii  .  revolution,  whi.  h  !i.  tlt<*  yrji    ,  ich  fur- 

•.  .<  known  to  in.»u   t)i  »n  I\A.-  •  whole 

(hook 

off,  in    OIK  _.....  Au 
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bwn  hand,  were  a  thunderbolt  to  his 
grace,  who  by  no  means  expelled  fuch 
A  reply  ;  hut,  though  he  was  very  much 
confounded,  he  affecled  an  air  of  con- 
ftancy,  and  alked  what  I  would  do  were 
I  in  his  place.  *  I  would  loon  take 
«  my  refolution,'  faid  I ;  '  I  would 
'  abandon  the  court,  and  pafs  the  rell 
'  of  my  days  in  peace  at  fome  one  of 

•  my  eftates  in  the  country.' — *  That 
«  is  a  wholefome  advice,'  replied  my 
matter  j  «  and  I  am  fully  refolved  to 

*  finifh  my  career  at  Leeches,  after  I 
mall  have  once  more  converfed  with 
the  king;  for  I  want  to  demonstrate 
to  him,  that  I  have  done  all  that  hu- 
man  prudence  could  fuggeft  to  fu- 
ftain  the  weighty  burden  with  which 
I  was  loaded  j  and  that  it  was   im- 
pofliole  for  me  to  prevent  the  melan- 
choly events  laid  at  my  door  j  being 
no  more  to  blame  than  a  fkilful  pilot, 
who,  in  fpite  of  all  he  can  do,  fees 
his  veffel  toiled  about  by  the  waves 
and  winds.'     The  minifter  ftill  flat- 

ttred  himfelf,  that,  byfpeaking  to  the 
prince,  he  might  adjuit  matters,  and 
regain  the  ground  which  he  had  loit ; 
but  he  never  could  procure  an  audience  j 
and,  betides,  one  was  fent  to  demand 
the  key  of  the  door  by  which  he  ufed  to 
enter  when  he  pleated  into  his  majefty's 
Apartment.  Concluding*  then,  that  there 
were  no  farther  hopes  for  him,  he  de- 
termined in  good  earned  to  retire.  He 
examined  his  papers,  a  great  quantity 
of  which  he  very  prudently  committed 
to  the  flames ;  then  naming  the  officers 
of  his  houmold  and  valets  who  he  in- 
tended mould  follow  him,  he  gave  or- 
ders for  his  departure,  which  was  fixed 
for  next  day.  As  he  was  afraid  of  be- 
ing infulted  by  the  populace  in  coming 
out  of  the  palace,  he  flipped  away  early 
in  the  morning  by  the  kitchen-door, 
and  getting  into  a  forry  coach,  with 
his  confefTor  and  me,  lately  proceeded 
for  Loeches,  a  village  belonging  to  him, 
where  his  lady  had  built  a  magnificent 
convent  of  nuns  of  the  Dominican  or- 
der. Thither  he  repaired  in  lefs  than 
four  hours,  and  all  his  attendants  ar- 
rived foon  after. 


CHAP.     X. 

THE  ANXIETY  AND  CARES  WHICH 
AT  FIRST  DISTURBED  THE  RE- 
POSE OF  THE  COVHT-DVKE,  AND 


THE  HAPPY  TRANQUILLITY  BY 
WHICH  THEY  \VERE  SUCCEED- 
ED. THE  OCCUPATIONS  OF  THE 
MINISTER  IN  HIS  RETREAT. 

MADAM  d'Olivarez  letherhuf- 
band  fet  out  for  Loeches,  and 
(laid  a  few  days  after  him  at  court, 
with  a  defign  to  try  if,  by  her  teari 
and  entreaties,  fHe  could  not  effe£l  his 
being  recalled:  but  in  vain  did  fhe 
proftrate  herfelf  before  their  majefties  5 
the  king  had  no  regard  to  her  remon- 
ftrances,  though  artfully  prepared ; 
and  the  queen,  who  hated  her  mortally, 
beheld  her  tears  with  pleafure.  The 
miuifter's  wife  was  not  repulfed  for 
all  that:  me  humbled  herfelf  fo  far  a£ 
to  implore  the  good  offices  of  the 
queen's  ladies  j  but  the  fruit  which. 
me  reaped  from  her  meannefs  was  to 
perceive  that  it  excited  contempt  rather 
than  companion.  Vexed  at  having 
taken  fuch  humbling  iteps  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  fhe  went  and  joined  her  hulband, 
to  grieve  with  him  for  the  lofs  of  a 
place,  which,  under  a  reign  like  that 
of  Philip  the  Fourth,  was  perhaps  the 
firft  of  the  monarchy. 

The  lady's  report  of  the  condition 
an  which  me  left  Madrid,  redoubled  the 
affliction  of  the  count-duke:  «  Your 
enemies,'    faid   (he   weeping,    '  the 
Duke  de  Medina  Cceli,  and  the  other 
grandees  who  hate  you,   inceflfantly 
praife  the  king  for  having  deprived 
you  of  the  miniftry,  and  the  people 
celebrate  your  difgrace  with  an  in- 
folence  of  joy,  as  if  the  end  of  the 
national  misfortunes  was  attached  to 
that  of  your  adminiftraiion.' 
<  Madam,'  faid  my  matter  to  her, 
follow  my  example,  and  itifle  your 
forrow ;  we  mult  yield  to  the  tem- 
peft  which    we    cannot    divert.      I 
thought,   indeed,  that  I  could  have 
perpetuated   my  favour  even   to  the" 
end  of  my  life;  the  ordinary  illufion 
of  minivers  and  favourifes,  who  for- 
get that  their  fate  depends  upon  their 
fovereign.      Has    not  the  Duke  of 
Lerma  been  deceived  as  well  as  I, 
though  he  imagined  that  hii  purple 
was  the  fure  guaranty  of  the  eternal 
duration  of  his  authority!' 
In  this  manner  did  the  count-duke 
exhort  his  fpoufe  fo  arm  herielf  with 
patience ;  while  he  himfelf  was  in  an 
agitation,  which  was  daily  encreaied 
by  the   difpatches  which  he  received 
3  E  from 
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from  Don  Henry,  who,  having  remain- 
ed at  court  to  obferve,  took,  care  to  in- 
form him  exa&ly  of  every  thing  that 
happened:  it  was  Scipio  that  brought 
the  letters  from  that  young  nobleman, 
whom  he  ftill  ferved,  I  having  quitted 
him  on  his  marriage  with  Donna  Juana. 
The  difpatches  of  this  adopted  (on 
•were  always  filled  with  bad  news,  and 
unhappily  no  others  were  expected 
from  him.  Sometimes  he  wrote,  that 
the  grandees,  not  contented  with  re- 
joicing publicity  at  the  retreat  of  the 
count-duke,  were  again  re-united  to 
turn  out  all  his  creatures  from  the 
ports  and  employments  which  they 
poirerted,  to  replace  them  with  his  ene- 
mies j  another  time,  he  obferved,  that 
Don  Lewis  de  Haro  began  to  come 
into  favour,  and  would,  in  all  proba- 
bility, be  made  prime-m-inifter.  Of 
all  the  difagreeable  news  which  my 
matter  received,  that  which  feemed  to 
affect  him  molt,  was  the  change  made 
in  the  vice- royalty  of  Naples,  which 
the  court,  folely  to  mortify  him,  took 
from  the  Duke  de  Medina  de  las  Torres, 
whom  he  loved,  and  gave  it  to  the  Ad- 
miral  of  Caltile,  whom  he  had  always 
hated. 

I  may  venture  to  fay,  that  during 
three  months  his  grace  felt  nothing  in 
his  folitude  but  trouble  and  chagrin  :. 
but  his  confcfiur,  who  was  a  Domini- 
can friar,  and,  with  the  moil  lolid 
piety,  pofiefled  a  manly  eloquence,  had 
power  enough  to  confole  him.  Hy 
means  of  representing  with  energy, 
that  he  ought  to  bend  his  thoughts 
entirely  to  his  own  falvation,  he  had, 
with  the  help  of  grace,  the  good  for- 
tune to  detach  his  mind  from  the 
court.  His  excellency  would  no  longer 
ii-ar  any  news  from  Madrid,  his  whole 
rare  being  now  engrofied  in  preparing 
i'-jr  his  latter  end.  Madam  d'Oliva- 
.  lib,  making  a  good  ule  of  her 
<-ctre-ir,  met  with  a  conioiation  pre- 
pared by  Providence  in  the  convent 
which  flic  had  founded.  There-  were 
among  the  nuns  fome  holy  maidens, 
whofe  convtrf.uion,  full  of  balm,  in- 
lenfibly  fweetentd  the  biiterncfs  of  her 
life.  In  proportion  as  my  matter  turn- 
ed his  thoughts  from  worldly  affairs, 
he  became  more  and  more  tranquil ; 
and  in  this  manner  regulated  the  day. 
He  (pent  almoft  th?  whole  morning  in 
healing  mafs  in  the  church  of  the  con- 
vent, then  t-p-turiKd  to  dinner}  after 


which  he  amufed  himfelf  about  t\vc> 
hours,  in  playing  at  all  forts  of  game> 
with  me  and  fume  other  of  his  moft  af- 
fectionate domeiticks  j  then  ufually 
retired  by  himfelf  into  his  clofet,  where 
he  ix-mainrd  till  fun -let ;  at  which 
time  he  took  a  turn  in  his  garden,  or 
an  airing  in  his  coach,  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  his  caftle,  accompanied 
fometimes  by  his  confcflbr,  and  ibme- 
times  by  me. 

One  day,  being  alone  with  him,  and 
admiring  the  fercnity  of  his  counte- 
nance, 1  took  the  liberty  to  fay,  «  My 
i  >rd,  allow  me  to  cxprefs  my  joy  ^ 
from  the  air  of  fatisfa6tion  in  your 
looks,  I  conclude  that  your  excel- 
lency begins  to  be  accuftomed  to  re- 
tirement.'— '  I  am  already  quite  fa- 
milrarizcd  to  it,"  anfwered  he  :  *  and 
though  I  have  been  a  long  time 
ufed  to  bufmefs,  I  proteft  to  thee, 
child,  that  I  am  every  day  moie 
and  m-ore  pleafed  with  the  quiet  and 
peaceable  life  which  I  lead  in  this 
place.' 


CHAP.     XI. 

THE  COUNT-DUKE  BECOMES,  ACL. 
OF  A  SUDDEN,  SAD  AND 
THOUGHTFUL:  THE  SURPRIZ- 
ING CAUSE  OF  HIS  MELAN- 
CHOLY, WITH  IT'S  FATAL 
CONSEQUENCE. 

HI  S  grace,  in  order  to  vary  his  oc- 
cupations, amufed  himtelf  feme- 
times  alfo  in   cultivating  his  garden. 
One  day,  while  I  beheld  him  at  work, 
he   laid    to   me,    in  a   jocular    (train, 

*  Santillane,  thou  fecit  a  ininifter  ba- 
'  nifhed  from  court  turned  gardener 

*  at  Loeches.' — c  My  lord,'  anfwered 
I,  in  the  fame  tone,  *  methinks  I  fee 
4  Dionyfius  of  Syracufe,  fchoolmalter 
1  at  Corinth.'     My  mailer  fmilcd   at 
my  reply,  and  was  not  at  all  difpleafed 
at  the  companion. 

All  the  people  in  the  houfe  were 
overjoyed  to  fee  their  miltrr,  fuperior 
to  his  difgrace,  charmed  with  a  life  fo 
different  from  that  which  he  had  al- 
ways led,  when  we  perceived  with  for- 
row  that  he  viiibiy  changed  :  he  be- 
came gloomy,  thoughtful,  and  funk 
into  a  molt  profound  melancholy.  He 
left  off  playing  with  us,  ami  no  longer 
itemed  icnlible  of  all  that  we  could  m- 

venf- 


ADVENTURES    OF    GIL    BLAS. 


vent  for  Kisdiverfion  ;  but  locked  him- 
felf  up  after  dinner  in  his  clofet,  where 
fce  remained  alone  till  night  :  we  ima- 
gined that  his  chagrin,  had  been  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  returning  ideas  of  his 
j>a/t  greatnefs,  and  in  that  opinion 
left  with  him  the  Dominican  friar, 
whofe  eloquence,  however,  could  not 
triumph  over  the  melancholy  of  his 
grace,  which,  inftead  of  diminishing, 
leemed  daily  to  incieafe. 

It  came  into  my  head,  thatthepen- 
"fivenels  of  this  minifter  might   have 
fome  particular  caufe,  which  he  was 
unwilling  to  difclofe  $  and  on  this  con- 
jecture I  formed  the  defign  of  draw- 
ing the  fecret  from  him  :  for  this  pur- 
jxofe,  I  lay  in  wait  for  an  opportunity 
of  fpeaking    to    him    in   private,  and 
having  found  it,  *  My  lord/  faid  I, 
with  an   air  of  refpec~l   mingled    with 
affection  ;  *  may  Gil  Bias  be  fo  bold 
'  as  to  put  one  queftion  to  his  mafter?' 
— c  Speak,'  he  replied  ;  *  I  give  thee 
leave.' — «  What,'  faid  I,    «   is    be- 
come of  that  fatisfaction  which  ap- 
peared  in    your  excellency's  face? 
have  you  no  longer  that  alcendancy 
which   you    had   once  gained    over 
fortune  ?   or  does  your  loft  favour 
excite newregret within  you:1  Would 
you    be  plunged  again  in    that   a- 
byfs  of  trouble  from  which  your  vir- 
tue  hath   extricated  you  P — '    No, 
thank  Heaven!'  refumed  the  minifter, 
my  memory  is  no  longer  engrofTed 
by  the  part  which  I  a&ed  at  court  j 
I   have  for  ever  forgot  the  honours 
which   I    there    enjoyed.' — <    Why 
then,'  faid  I,  '  fince  you  have  phi- 
lofophy  enough  to  banilh  thefe  things 
from  your  remembrance,  are  you  fo 
weak   as  to  abandon  yourfelf  to   a 
melancholy  which    alarms  us   all  ? 
What  is  the  matter  with  you,    my 
dear   mafter  ?'    added   I,    throwing 
myfelf  at  his  feet,  «  you  have,  doubt- 
lefs    fome   fecret   forr0'w    that   con- 
fumes  you  :  will  you   make   a  my- 
ftery  of  it  to  Santillane,  whole  zeal, 
fidelity,  and  discretion,  you  know  fo 
well  ?    By  what  misfortune   hnve  I 
Joft  your  confidence?' 

<  Thou  haft  it  ftill,'  faid  he  ; 
but  I  confefs  I  have  a  reluctance  to 
reveal  the  caufe  of  that  fadnefs  with 
which  thou  feeft  me  overwhelmed  : 
neverthelefs,  I  cannot  refill  the  en- 
tresties  of  fuch  a  forvant  and  a  friend 
as  thee.  Know,  then,  the  caui'e  of 
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my  difquiet,  which  is  a  fecret  that  I 
could  impart  to  none  but  Santillane. 
Yes,'  continued  he,  *  I    am  a  prey 
to    the     moft     dil'mal    melancholy, 
which   gradually  consumes  my  lifr. 
I  fee  almoft  every  moment  a  fpeclre, 
which  prefents  itfelf  before  me  in  the 
moft  terrible  ftnpe.     In  vain  have  f 
faid  to  myfelf  that  it  is  no  ir. or?  than, 
an    illufion,  an  unfubftantial  phan- 
tom of  my  brain;  the  coininunl  ap- 
parition infeftsmy  view,  and  difturi»s 
myrepofe.    Though  my  underftand- 
ing  is  ft  ran  £  enough  to  perfuade  me 
that  this  fpe&re  is  really  nothing,  I 
am  not  with  landing  weak  enough  to 
be  afflicted   at   tlie  vifion.     This  is 
what  thou  haft  forced  me  to  difclofe,* 
added  he  ;    «  and   thou   mayeft  judge 
whether  or  not  I  am  to  blame  in  con- 
cealing from  all  the  world  the  caufe 
of  my  melancholy/     I  was  equally 
grieved  and  aftonilhed  to  hear  fuch  an, 
extraordinary  declaration,   which  was 
a    ftrong  indication  of   the  machine's 
being  di (ordered.       •  'My   lord,'    laid 
I    to  the  minilier,  '  is  not  this  ccca- 
fioned    by   too    little    nourishment  ? 
for  your  abftinence  is  exceffive.' — 
That  was  what  I  imagined  at  fjrft,* 
anfwered    he ;    and   to   try  if  it  was 
actually  owing  to  my  diet,  I  have  for 
fome  days  paft  eaten  more  than  ufual, 
but  without  any  effect  :  the   phan- 
tom ftill  appears.' — c  It  will  certain- 
ly difappear,'  laid  I,  to  conlble  him  ; 
and   if  your  excellency  would  relax 
yourtelf   a   little,  by  playing  again 
with  your  faithful  fervants,  I  believe 
you    would  foon    find  yourfelf  deli- 
vered trom  theJe  gloomy  vapours.* 
In   a  little  time  after  this  converfe- 
tion,  his  grace  feil  fck.j  and,  finding 
the   affair  grow  ferians^  fent  to  Ma- 
drid far  two  notaries  to  make  his  will.; 
as  alfo   for  three  famous  phyficians, 
who  had  the  reputation  of  curing  their 
patients  fometimes.     As  loon  as  the 
arrival    of  thefe  laft  was  reported   in 
the     caftle,    nothing   was    heard    but 
groans  and  lamentations  :  the  lervants 
looked  upon   the  death  of  their  m^fttr 
as   juft   at  hand  j  fo  much  were  they 
prejudiced    againft    thefe    gentlemen, 
who  had  brought  along  with  them  an 
apothecary  and  furgeon,  the  ufual  ex- 
ecutioners of  their  preicriptions.  They 
let  the  notaries  do  their  bufinefs  ;  after 
which  they  prepared  to  do  their  own. 
Being  ef  Dr.   Sangrado"s  principles, 
5  K  z  in 
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in  their  very  firft  confutation  they  or- 
dered repeated  blooJings  }  i'othatin  fix 
days  they  reduced  the  count-duke  to 
extremity,  and  on  the  feventh  de- 
livered him  entirely  from  his  Appari- 
tion *. 

Upon  the  death  of  this  minlfter,  a 
deep  and  fincere  forrow  reigned  in  the 
calHe  of  Loechesj  all  his  domeilicks 
wept  bitterly  :  far  from  confoling  thun- 
jHves  for  his  lofs,  with  the  certainty 
of  being  comprehended  in  his  will, 
there  was  not  one  among  them  who 
would  not  have  renounced  his  legacy 
to  recal  him  to  life.  As  for  me,  who 
had  been  beloved  by  him,  and  whofe 
attachment  flowed  from  pure  perfonal 
affection,  I  was  more  affycled  than  all 
the  relt  j  and  question  whether  I  fried 
jnore  tears  for  ^.ntonja  thart  for  the 
count-duke. 


CHAP.    XII. 

THE  TRANSACTIONS  AT  THE  CAS- 
TLE OF  LOECHES  AFTER  THE 
PEATH  OF  THE  COUNT-DUKEj 
AND  THE  DEPARTURE  OF  SAN- 
TILL  AN  £. 

THE  minifler,  according  to  his 
own  dirtflion,  was  buried  with- 
out nolle  and  poir.p,  in  the  convent  of 
jiuns,  by  the  found  of  our  lamenta- 
tions. After  the  funeral, Madam  d'Oli- 
varez  ordered  tfte  will  to  be  read,  with 
which  all  the  domcfticks  had  reafon 
to  be  fatisfied.  Every  one  had  a  le- 
gacy proportioned  to  his  itation  ;  and 
the  lea.it  was  two  thoufand  crowns  : 
hunt  was  the  moft  confidemble;  his 
grace  having  bequeathed  to  me  ten 
thoulhnd  piltoles,  as  a  proof  of  his 
par  icular  affection.  He  did  not  for- 
get the  hofpitals,  and  founded  annyal 
fervice  in  leveral  convents. 

Madam  d'Olivarez  fent  all  the  do- 
mefticks  to  Madrid,  to  receive  their 
legacies  frorp  the  Steward  Don  Ray- 
mond Caporis,  who  had  orders  to  pay 
them  j  but  I  could  not  accompany 
them,  being  detained  at  the  caltle  fc- 
ven  or  eight  days  by  a  high  fever, 


which  was  the  fruit  of  my  affliction. 
In  this  fituation  I  was  not  abandoned 
by   the  Dominican   Friar  ;  that  good 
clergyman  had  conceived  an  affection 
for  me;  and  interefting  himfelf  in  my 
falvation,  a%ed,  when  he  faw  me  in  a 
fair  way,  what  I  intended  to  do.    *  I 
*  don't  know,  my  good  father,'  an- 
fwered  I  j  <  I  have  not  as  yet   deter- 
mined  with  myfelf  on   that  fcore  ; 
at  (bine  moments  I  am  tempted  to 
/hut  myfelf  up  in  a  cell,  and  do  pe«- 
nance.'—-  {  Thole  are  precious  mo- 
ments !'  cried  the  Dominican  :  'Sig- 
nior  de  Santillane,  you  will  do  well 
to  profit  by  them.     I  advife  you  as  a 
friend,  without  your  ceafing  to  be  a 
layman,  to  retire,  for  example,  into 
our  convent  at   Madrid  j    to    make 
yomfelf  a  benefactor  to  it  hy  a  do- 
nation of  all  your  fortune,  and  die 
there  under  the  habit  of  St.  Domi- 
nique.    A  great  many  people  exT 
piate  a  worldly  life  by  fuch  an  end.* 
I  was   then  in  fuch  a  difpofition  of 
mind,  that  I  began  to  relifti  the  ad- 
vice,   and  told  his  reverence    that   I 
would  confider  of  it.  But  having  con- 
fulted  Scipio,  whom  I  law  immediate- 
ly after  the  monk,  he  inveighed  again  ft 
that  fentiment,  which  feemed  to   him 
he  whim  of  a  fick  perfon.    *  Fye  !  Sig- 
nior  de  Santillaue,'  laid  he  ;    *  can 
you  be  pleafed  with  fuch  a  retreat? 
will  not  your  houfc  at  Lirias  afford 
one  much  •  more  agreeable  ?  if  you 
was    delighted    wiih    it    heretofore, 
you   will  have  a  much  better  relifli 
for  the  fweets  of  it  now  that  you  are 
of  an  age  much  more  proper  for  taft- 
ing  the  beauties  of  nature.' 
The  fon  of  Cofcolina  had  no  great 
difficulty  in  making   me  change    my 
opinion.  *  Friend,'  faid  I,   *  thou  halt 
prevailed  over  the  Dominican.    I  fee 
it  will  be  better  for  me  to  return  to 
my  caftle  }  and  fix  my  resolution  ac- 
cordingly ;   we  will  repair  to  Lirins 
as  foon  as  I  (hall  be  in  a  condition 
to  travel/    And  this  happened  very 
foon  5   for  the  fever  having  left  me  in 
a  little  time,  I  found  myfelf  ftrong 
enough  to  put  my  defign  in  execution. 
Scipio  and  I  went  firtt  to  Madrid,  the 


*  The  count-duke  died  on  the  izth  of  July  1645,  not  at  Leeches,  but  at  Toro 
In  New  Caftile  $  his  death  (according  to  report)  having  been  halteneJ  by  his  relations, 
who  feeing  him  become  more  and  more  odious  to  the  people,  even  in  fyite  of  his 
retreat,  were  afraid  of  hio  1  uttering  fomc  new  ignominy,  to  the  further  dif^i  ace  of  his 
family. 
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fight  of  which  city  no  longer  gave  me 
fhat  pleafure  which  I  had  formerly 
felt.  As  I  knew  th.it  al moll »al I  it's  in- 
habitants abhorred  the  memory  of  a 
minifter  of  whom  I  preferved  the  mod 
tender  remembrance,  I  could  not  be- 
hold it  with  a  favourable  eye  j  and 
therefore  ftaid  in  it  only  five  or  fix 
days,  which  Scipio  employed  in  mak- 
ing preparations  for  our  departure  for 
£,irias.  While  he  was  bufy  about  our 
equipage,  I  went  to  Caporis,  who  gave 
me  my  legacy  in  doubloons:  I  like- 
wife  vifited  the  receivers  of  the  com- 
manderies  on  whom  I  had  penfions, 
took  meafures  with  them  for  the  pay- 
ment 5  and,  in  a  word, 'put  all  my 
affairs  in  order. 

On  the  evening  before  our  depar- 
ture, I  aflced  the  fon  of  Coicolina,  if 
he  had  taken  his  leave  of  Don  Hen- 
ry. 4  Yes,'  anfwere4  he  5  *  we  this 

*  morning  parted  good  friends  :  he  af- 

*  lured  me  that  he  was  forry  for  my 
<  leaving   him.    But  if  he  was   fatis- 
'  fied  with  me,  I  was  not  fo  with  him: 
f  it   is   not   enough,    that    the    valet 
«  pieafes  the  mailer,  the  matter  ought, 
'  at  the  fame  time,  to  pleafe  the  valet  j 

*  otherwife  they  are  very  ill  met.  Be- 
f  fides,'  added  he, «  Don  Henry  makes 

*  but  a  pitiful   figure  at  court,   where 
'  he  Is  lunk  into  the  lowelt  conteir.pt. 
'   He  is  even  pointed  at  in  the  Itreets, 
'  and  everybody  calls  him  the  fon  of 
f  the  Genoefe.  So  you  may  guefs  whe- 
f  (.her  or  not  it  is  agreeable  to  a  lad  of 
'  honour  to  fei  ve  a  man  in  fuch  dif- 
'  grace.' 

At  length  we  fet  out  from  Madrid 
early  one  morning,  and  took  the  road 
to  Cuen$a,  in  the  following  order  and 
equipage :  my  confident  and  I  were 
piounted  in  a  chaife  and  pair,  conduct- 
ed by  a  poftilion  :  three  moyles,  load- 
ed with  our  baggage  and  money,  and 
led  by  two  grooms,  followed  clofe  af- 
ter }  and  two  lufty  lacquies,  choftn  by 
Scipio,  mounted  on  mules,  and  armed 
to  the  teeth,  brought  up  the  rear  ;  the 
grooms  wore  fab  res,  and  the  poftilion 
had  two  good  piftols  at  his  fuddle- bow. 
As  we  were  in  all  leven  men,  fix  of 
whom  were  veiy  refoiute,  I  travelled 
merrily,  without  any  apprehenfion 
of  lofmg  my  legacy.  Our  moyles 
proudly  founding  their  bells  in  the  vil- 
lages through  which  we  paffed,  the  pea- 
fants  ran  to  t'.ieir  doors  to  fee  the  march 
^f  our  eouipage,  which  they  imagined 


belonged  to   fome    grandee  rroing    to 
take  poifeflion  of  a  vice-rroyalty. 


CHAP.    XIII. 

GIL  BLAS  RETURNS  TO  HIS  CAS- 
TLE, WHERE  HE  IS  OVERJOYED 
TO  FIND  SEKAPHINA,  HIS  GOD- 
DAUGHTER., MARRIAGEABLE  j 
AMD  FALLS  IN  LOVE  WITH  ANO- 
THER LADY, 

I  Spent  fifteen  days  on  the  road  to 
Lirias,  being  under  no  necem'ty  or" 
travelling  fait  :  all  that  I  defired  was 
to  arrive  at  it  iafely ;  and  my  wim  was. 
accomplished.  The  light  of  ray  caitle 
at  firlt  infpired  me  with  fome  melan- 
choly thoughts,  in  recalling  the  memo- 
ry of  Antonia  j  but  I  foon  banifned 
them,  by  entertaining  my  fancy  \vith 
more  pleafant  ideas  j  and  this  I  could 
the  more  eafily  do,  as  twenty  years, 
which  were  elapfed  fine?  her  death,  h.id 
a  good  deal  weakened  the  force  of  my 
forrow. 

As  foon  as  I  entered  the  caftle,  Bea- 
trice and  her  daughter  came  with  great 
eagernefs  to  {alute  me  :  then  the  father, 
mother,  and  cluld,  hugged  one  another 
with  trail  fports  of  joy,  which  charmed 
me. 

After  their  mutual  embraces  I  looked 
at  my  god-daughter  attentively,  fay- 
ing :  '  Can  this  be  that  Seraphina  whom 
'  I  left  in  the  cradle,  when  I  departed 
'  from  Lirias  !  I  am  overjoyed  to  fee 
'  her  again  fo  tall  and  fo  handfome: 

*  we  muft  have  her  fettled  for   life.1 — 
'  How  !  my  dear  god  -father/  cried  fne, 
reddening  at  my  lull  words,  f  you  have 

*  ieen  me  but  for  a  moment,  and  you 
'  already  talk  of  getting  rid  of  me!' 
— *  No,  my  child,'  anfwered  I ;    '   w^ 
'  don't  intend  to  lofe  you  by  marriage : 

*  we  muft  have  a  hulband  who  v/ill  en- 
'  joy  you  without  robbing  your  parents 
'  cf  your  company,  and  in  a  manner 
'  live  with  us  altogether.' 

'  Such  an  one  offers  at  prefent,'  faid 
Beatrice  •.  '  a  gentleman  of  this  country, 

*  having   feen  Seraphina    one  day   at 

*  mafs,  in  the  village-chapel,    fell   in 
'  love  with  her.     He  has  been  to  vifit 
'  me,   declared  his   pnllion,    and   h:ts 
«  aiked  my  confent.   "  If  you  had  it,'" 

*  faid  I  to  him ,  * '  you  \vouid  be  never  the 
«'  nearer  ;  Seraphina  depends  upon  her 
"  father  and  god-father,  who  alone  can 
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'*  difpofe  of  her.  All  that  I  can  do 
*(  for  you  is  to  inform  them  by  a  kt- 
*'  tcr  of  your  demand,  which  I  own 
"  does  honour  to  my  daughter. "Really, 

*  guiilemen,'  added  flic,  '  I  was  going 

*  to  write  about   il  immediately ;    but 

*  now  that  you  are  returned,  you  lhall 
'   do  in   it  what  you  think  proper/ 

*  But,'  faid  Scipio,  '  wnat  charac- 
«  ter  has  this  hidalgo  ?    is  he  like  molt 

*  of  your  fmail  gentry,  proud  of  his 
'  nobility,  andinlulent  to  plebeians  ?' — 
'  Not  stall/  replied  Beatrice  •    '  he  is 
'  a  fwcet-tcmpered  young   man,    ex- 

*  trtmely  polite,  has  a  good  mien,  and 

*  is  not  yet  full   thirty.' — '  You  draw 
'  an  agreeable  pichire  of  that  cavalier,' 
faid  I  to  Beatrice  ;  *  pray,  what  is  his 

*  name?' — '  Don  Juan  de  Jutella,'  an- 
i'wered  Scipio's  wife :  *  he  has  but  lately 

*  i'ucceeded  to  his  father,  and  lives  in 

*  a  caftle  about  a  league  from  hence, 
«  with  a  younger   filter,   who  is  under 
'  his  care.' — i  I  have   formerly,1   laid 
I,  *  heard  of  this  gentkman's   family, 

*  which  is  one  of  the  molt  noble  in  the 
'  kingdom  of  Valencia.' — c  I  efteemhis 

*  nobility,1  cried  Scipio,  '  lefs  than  the 

*  qualities  of  his  heart  and  underftand- 

*  ing,  and  this  Don  Juan  will  fuit  us 
4  very  well,  provided  he  be  a  man  cf 
.'  honour/ — '  He  has  the  reputation  of 
^one,'  faid  Seraphina,  joining  in  the 
converfation  :     {    the     inhabitants    of 

*  Lirias,  who  know  him,  give  him  the 

*  beft  of  characters.'     At  thefe  words 
of  my  god-daughter,  I  fmiled    to  her 
father  j  who,  having  likewile  obferved 
them,  concluded  that  his  daughter  was 
not  difplea&d  at  her  gallant. 

This  cavalier  loon  got  notice  of  our 
arrival  at  Lirias  ;  and  two  days  after 
appeared  at  our  caftle.     He  falured  us 
gracefully;  and,  far  from  contradict  - 
y  his  prefencc  what  Beatrice  had 
{aid   to  his    advantage^    his  behaviour 
jnndc   us  conceive  an  high  opinion  of 
his  merit.     He   told   us,  that,  as  our 
neighbour,  he  had  come  to  congratulate 
us  upon  our  happy  return  5  and  we  re- 
ceived him  with  all  the  courtefy  in  our 
j)c\ver  ;  but  this  vifjt,  which  was  made 
out   of  pure  civility,   p-iilcd  in  nuitual 
,-ients  ;  and  Don  Juan,  without 
"Mi.nul    a    fylh'ble   of    his 
fur  Seiaphina,  retired,  only  de- 
jirir.g  ;        .-tiion    to   profit    by    a 

neighbourhood  which  he  fore  law  would 
of  vtr  le  to  him.  When  he 

• 


of  the  gentleman,  we  arsfwercd,.  that  h« 
had  pixpolfefled  us  in  his  favour;  and 
that,  in  all  appearance,  Fortune  coulj 
not  offer  a  better  match  for  Seraphin.i. 

The  very  next  day  I  went  out  ;»ftu- 
dinner,  with  Cofcolina's  fon,  to  return 
the  vifit  which  we  owed  to  Den  Juan. 
We  took  the  road  to  his  caltlc,  con- 
ducted by  a  guide,  who  (when  we  had 
walked  about  three  quarters  of  an 
hour)  faid,  *  There  is  the  cattle  of  Don 
'  Juan  de  Jutella/  In  vain  did  we  cad 
cur  eyes  all  around  the  country  :  it  was 
a  long  time  before  we  perceived  it  5  navf 
we  did  not  difcover  it  till  we  arrived  :tc 
the  gate  ;  for  it  was  lituated  at  the  foot 
of  a  mountain,  in  rhe  middle  cf  a 
wood,  whole  lofty  trees  concealed  it 
from  the  view.  The  houfc  denoted  the 
nobility  more  than  the  opulence  of  it's 
malter  ;  however,  when  we  entered,  we 
found  the  crazinefs  of  the  building 
compenikted  by  the  richnefs  of  the 
furniture. 

Don  Juan  received  us  in  a  very  hand- 
fome  hall,  where  he  introduced  us  to  ;t 
lady  whom  he  called  his  filler  Dorothea, 
and  who  Itemed  to  be  about  the 
nineteen  or  twenty.  She  was  fu': 
ed  ;  becaufe,  havi ng  expected  our  v in t, 
fhe  was  dciirous  of  appearing  as  amh  - 
bit  as  Ihe  could  j  and,  offering  herfelf 
to  my  view,  in  ail  her  charm  i,  ihc. 
made  the  fame  imprelTion  that  Antonia 
had  made  upon  my  heart ;  that  is,  I 
was  difconcerted  ;  but  concealed  my 
dilbrder  fo  well,  that  Scipio  himfelf 
did  not  obftrvt:  it.  Our  converfation, 
like  that  of  the  preceding  day,  turned 
upon  the  mutual  pleat vue  we  flioulil 
enjoy,  in  vifiting  one  another,  and  liv- 
ing together  in  good  neighbourhood. 
He  did  not,  as  yet,  fpeak  to  us  of  Se- 
raphina,  and  we  gave  him  no  < 
ragement  to  declare  his  paflion,  rc-i«r'lv- 
ing  that  it  ihould  firtt  come  from  him- 
felf. During  the  converfation,  I  Fre- 
qu<  ntly  eyed  Dorothea, though  I  affected 
to  look  at  her  as  little  as  podibtc 
every  lime  our  ev  1  fiefh 

arrows  into  my  foul.  I  mult  fty,  how- 
ever, for  the  fake  of  truth,  that  this 
beloved  objeil  w.< 

for,  lhi'\v;l>  Ivi  <kin  was  of  a  d,i77ling 
vhitf-nt-fs,  and  ht-r  lips  of  the 

,  cf  the  rofe,  her  noJ: 
what  too  long,  anil  h  little. 

,   the  wliok   together   quite 

enchanted  me. 

In  Ihort,  I  did  not  leave  the  ca 
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Jatella  as  I  had  entered  it  j  and  on  my 
return  to  Lirias,  my  mind  was  16 
wholly  poffeflbd  by  Dorothea,  that  I 
law  nothing  but  her,  and  (he  was  the 
iolefubje&  or  my  conversation.  *  How, 
'  m after  !'  laid  Scipio,  looking  at  me 
with  attonimment,  *  you  are  very  full 
of  Don  Juan's  lifter.  Hath  (he  made 
a  conqueft  of  your  heart  ?' — '  Yes, 
friend",  anfwered  I  j  «  and  I  bluflx  at 
my  own  weaknel's.  O  Heavens  ! 
muft  I,  who,  fince  Antonia's  death, 
have  beheld  a  thoufand  beauties  with 
indifference,  meet  with  one  at  my  age, 
who,  in  fpite  of  all  my  endeavours, 
inflames  me  with  love  !'— l  Well,  Sir,' 
eplied  Cofcolina's  fon  j  *  you  ought 
to  rejoice  inftead  of  complaining  at 
the  adventure  :  there  is  nothing  ridi- 
culous in  a  man  of  your  age  being  in 
love  j  and  time  hath  not  as  yet  ib  fur- 
rowed your  brow,  as  to  deprive  you 
of  the  hope  of  pleaiing.  Take  my 
advice  j  and  when  next  you  fee  Don 
Juan,  boldly  demand  his  lifter  in 
marriage  j  he  cannot  refufe  her  to 
luch  a  perfon  as  you  :  and  belides,  if 
it  is  abfolutely  neceftary  that  Doro- 
thea's hufband  fhould  be  a  gentleman, 
are  not  you  one  ?  You  have  letters  of" 
nobility,  and  that  is  enough  for  youv 
pofterity,  when  time  fliall  have  fhroud- 
ed  thefe  letters  with  that  thick  veil 
which  covers  the  origin  of  all  great 
families.  After  four  or  five  genera- 
tions, the  race  of  Santillane  will  be 
moft  illuftriousP 


CHAP.     THE     LAST. 

THE  DOUBLE  MARRIAGE  CELEBRA- 
TED AT  LIRIAS,  WHICH  CON- 
CLUDES THE  HISTORY  OF  GIL 
BLAS  DE  SANTILLANE. 

SCIPIO,  by  this  difcourfe,  encou- 
raged me  to  declare  myfelf  the  lo- 
ver of  Dorothea,  without  confidering 
that  he  expofed  me  to  the  rifque  of  a  re- 
fufal :  I  could  not,  however,  determine 
upon  it  without  trembling  j  for,  al- 
though I  looked  younger  than  I  was, 
and  could  have  funk  ten  good  years  at 
leaft  of  my  age,  I  could  not  help  think- 
ing I  had  good  reafon  to  doubt  of  my 
pleafing  a  young  beauty.  I  refolved, 
neverthelefs,  to  riique  the  demand,  as 
icon  as  I  mould  fee  her  brother,  \vho, 
fee  his  part,  being  uncertain  of  obtain- 


ing my  god-daughter,  was  not  without 
abundance  of  anxiety. 

He  returned  to  my  houfe  next  morn- 
ing juft  as  I  had  done  clrefling,  and 
faid,  c  Signior  de  Santillane,  I  an> 
4  come  to-day  to  talk  with  you  about  a 

*  ferious    affair/     I   carried   him   into 
my  clol'ct,  where  coming  to  the  point 
at  once,  '  I  believe,'  continued  he,  *  that 
'  you  are  not  ignorant  of  my  errand. 

*  I   love  Seraphinaj  and  as   you   can 
'  fway  her  father  to  any  thing,  pray, 
'  render  him  favourable  to   me  ;  pro- 
'  cure    for    me     the    obje£l    of    my 

*  paifion,  and  let  me  owe  the  happinefs 

*  of  my  life  to  you.' — '  Signior  Dor* 
"'  Juan,'  anfwered  I,  *  fince  you  come 
'  to  the  buiinefs  at  once,  give  me  leave 

*  to  follow  your  example  ;  and,  after 
'  having  promifed  you  my  good  offices 

*  with  the  father  of  my  god-daughter, 

*  to  demand   your  intereft  with  your 
'  fifter,  in  my  behalf.' 

At  thefe  laft  words,  Don  Juan  ex- 
ploded an  agreeable  furprize,  from 
which  I  drew  a  favourable  omen.  '  Is 

*  it  pofHble,'  cried  he,  '  that  Doro- 

*  thea  made  a  conqueft  'of  your  heart 
'  yefterday  ?'— *  I  am  quite  charmed 
'  with  her!'  faid  I ;  *  and  will  think: 

*  myfelf  the  h:ippie(t  of  mankind,   if 
'  my  demand  is  agreeable  to  you  both.** 
— '  Of  that  you  may  be   allured,'  he 
replied  :  *  noble   as  we  are,  we  will 

*  not  difdain   your  alliance.'—'  I  am 
'  very  glad/  anfwered  I,    *  that   you 
'  make  no   difficulty   in    receiving  a 
'  plebeian   for  your   brother-in-law  i 

*  I  efteem  you  the  more  on  that  account^ 
'  and  in  fo  doing  you-  (hew  your  good 

*  underftanding  :  but  were  you  even  io 
'  vain  as  to  refufe  your  lifter's  hand  ti> 

*  any  body  but  a  gentleman,  know, 

*  that  I  could   fatisfy  your   pride  j  I 

*  have  laboured  twenty   years  under 

*  the  minifter ;  and  the  king,  to  recom- 
'  penfe  the  iervices  which  I  have  done 

*  the  ftate,  has  gratified  me  with  let- 

*  ters    of    nobiiiry,    which   you    fhali 
c  fee.*     So  faying,  I  took   my  paten* 
out  of  the  drawer  where  it  lay  con- 
cealed, and  prefented  it  to  the  gcntJe- 
man,  who  read  it  attentively  from  be- 
ginning to   end  with  vaft  fatisfaction. 
'  This  is  excellent!'  faid  he,  reiloring 
the   papers  :   '  Dorothea   is  yours.'—— 

*  And   you,*  cried  I,  <  may  depend 

*  upon  Seraphim.1 

'J'hefe  two  marriages  being  thus  re- 
folved. up*nr  all  thii  remained  w.\s  to 

know 


402 


ADVENTURES    OF    GIL    BLAS* 


know  if  thebridts  woulil  coYifent  with 
a  good  grace  j  for  Don  Juan  and  I, 
being  equally  delicate,  did  not  intend 
to  force  their  inclinations.  That  gen- 
tleman returned,  thoitfc-rc,  to  his 
cattle  of  Jutella,  to  propofe  me  to  his 
filter}  and  I  alTcMnbled  Scipio,  Bea- 
trice, and  their  daughter,  to  commu- 
nicate the  conversation  I  had  with  that 
cavalier.  Beatrice  was  for  accepting 
him  without  htfitation  j  and  Seraphina, 
by  her  filence,  fhewed  that  Hie  was  of 
her  mother's  opinion.  As  to  the  fa- 
ther, he  was  not  indeed  averfe  to  the 
match  j  but  exprefled  fome  uneafmefs 
about  the  dowry,  which,  he  laid,  mult 
be  given  to  the  gentleman,  whofe  caitle 
had  fuch  p reding  need  of  repairs;  I 
itopped  Scipio's  mouth,  telling  him, 
that  affair  concerned  me  ;  and  that  I 
•would  make  a  prefent  to  my  god- 
daughter of  fourthoufand  piltoles  for 
her  portion. 

Don  Juan  returning  that  very  even- 
ing, *  Your  affairs/    fa  id   I  to  him, 
fucceed  to  a   miracle  :  I   w:fh   mine 
may  be  in    no  vvorfe  condition." — 
They  areaifo  on  an  excellent  foot- 
ing,1 he  replied  ;  *  I  had  nooccaiion 
to  employ  authority  to  obtain  Do- 
rothea's content :  your  perfon  is  to 
her  liking,  and  (he  is  pleafed  with 
your  behaviour.     You    was  appre- 
henfive  of  your  being  difagreeable  to 
herj  and  flie  is   more  jultly  afraid, 
that   having  nothing  but   her  heart 
and  hand  to  offer — *     '  What  more 
would  I  have  P  cried  I  in  a  tranfpurt 
of  joy :   *  fince  the   charming  Doro- 
thea has  no  relu6tance  to  unite  her 
fate  with  mine,  I  afk  no  more  :  I  am 
rich  enough  to  marry  her  wi'.liout  a 
portion,   and    the  poiTtflion   of   her 
alone  will  crown  my  withes  f 
Don  Juan  and  1,  very  well   pleufrd 
having   brought  matters  happily 
fo  far,  tefolvcd  to  batten  our  nuptials, 
by  fuppreffih£  all  fuperfluous  ceremo- 
nies.    I  brought  this  gentleman   and 
^craphina's  parents  together}  and  af- 
ter they  had  agreed  upon   the  condi- 
tions   of   the  marriage,   he  took    his 
leave,    promifing    to  return  next   day 
with  Dorothea.     The  defire  I   had  of 
appearing  agreeable  ro  that  lady,  made 
yne  employ  three  good   hours  at   le;ilt 
inadju'tingand  A  (ionizing  myielf ;  ar.d 
jet,    for  all  that,  I  could  r.ot   make 


my felf  pleafed  with  my  own  perfon; 
It  is  only  a  pleafure  fora  young  ;'nan 
to  prepare  himfdf  for  vifiting  his  mif- 
trels  ;  but  to  one  who  begins  to  grow 
old,  it  is  quite  a  fatigue.  However,  I 
was  more  happy  than  I  deferved  to  be* 

When  next  1  law  Don  Juan's  filler, 
flic  regarded  me  with  fuch  a  favourable 
eye,  that  I  imagined  myfelf  ftill  good 
for  fomething.  I  had  a  longconverfa- 
tion  with  her,  was  charmed  with  her 
dilpofition,  and  concluded,  that,  witlv 
delicate  behaviour,  and  a  great  deal  of 
complaifance,  I  fhould  become  a  be- 
loved fpoufe.  Elevated  with  this 
agreeable  hope,  I  fent  to  Valencia  for 
two  notaries,  who  drew  up  the  contract 
of  marriage  }  then  we  had  recourfe  to 
the  Curate  of  Paterna,  who  came  to 
Ltrias,  and  married  Don  Juan  and 
me  to  our  mirtrefles. 

Thus,  for  a  fecond  time,  did  I  light 
the  torch  of  Hymen,  and  had  nocaufe 
to  repent  my  conduct.  Dorothea,  like 
a  virtuous  wife,  made  a  pleafure  of 
her  duty  j  and,  fenfible  of  my  care 
to  anticipate  her  deilres,  foon  at- 
tached herfelf  to  me,  as  much  as  it? 
I  had  been  a  young  man.  On  the 
other  hand,  Don  Juan  and  my  god- 
daughter were  inflamed  with  mutual 
ardour  5  and,  what  was  very  fingular, 
the  two  filters-in-law  conceived  the 
molt  paflionate  and  fmcere  friendship 
for  one  another.  As  for  my  part, 
1  found  fo  many  good  qualities  in 
my  brother-in-law,  that  I  felta'real 
affection  for  him,  and  he  did  not  re- 
pay it  with  ingratitude.  In  fliort, 
the  union  that  reigned  among  us 
was  fuch,  that  in  the  evening,  .when 
we  parted  only  till  next  day,  that  fe- 
paration  was  net  performed  without 
paii.  j  fo  that  of  the  two  families  we 
refolved  to  make  one,  which  fhould 
live  fornetimes  at  the  cattle  of  Lirias, 
and  fometimes  at  that  of  Jutella,  which, 
for  this  purpofe,  received  great  repa- 
rations, by  the  help  of  his  excellency's 
piltoles. 

I  !.a\e  for  three  years*  gentle  reader, 
led  a  d.  ci  MIS  life' with  people  whom 
.h  ,  and,  to  crown  my 
h:»s  blcJfed  me  with 
iklren,  wiiorn  I  pioufly  bclievt 
;  '  ,  and  wholo  educa- 

tion <}•:;!!  be  tl.c  aniufcment  of  mj 

oi  !     .       . 
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THE 


PREFACE. 


IF  ever  the  ftory  of  any  private  man's  adventures  in  the  world 
were  worth  making  publick,  and  were  acceptable  when  publiih- 
ed,  the  Editor  of  this  account  thinks  this  will  be  fo. 

The  wonders*  of  this  man's  life  exceeded  all  that  (he  thinks)  is 
to  be  found  extant ,  the  life  of  one  man  being  fcarcely  capable  of 
a  greater  variety. 

The  ftory  is  told  with  modefty,  with  ferioufnefs,  and  with  a 
religious  application  of  events  to  the  ufes  to  which  wife  men  al- 
ways apply  them,  viz.  to  the  inftru&ion  of  others  by  their  exam- 
ple, and  to  juftify  and  honour  the  wifdom  of  Providence  in  all  the 
variety  of  our  circumftances,  let  them  happen  how  they  will. 

The  Editor  believes  the  thing  to  be  a  juft  hiftory  of  facts  ;  nei- 
ther is  there  any  appearance  of  fiction  in  it  ;  and  however  thinks, 
becaufe  all  fuch  things  are  difpatched,  that  the  improvement  of  it, 
as  well  to  the  diverfion  as  to  the  inftruction  of  the  reader,  will 
be  the  fame ;  and  as  fuch,  he  thinks,  without  farther  compliment 
to  the  world,  he  does  them  a  great  fervice  in  the  publication. 

DANIEL    DEFOE. 


THE 


LIFE      AND     ADVENTURES 


O  F 


ROBINSON       C  R  U  S  O  E, 


VOLUME     THE      FIRST. 


Was  born  in  the"  year 
1632,  in  the  city  of  York, 
of  a  good  family,  though 
not  of  that  country,  my 
father  being  a  foreigner 
of  Bremen,  who  fettled 
firft  at  Bull  :  he  got  a  good  eftate  by 
merchandize,  and  leaving  off  his  trade, 
lived  afterwards  at  York,  from  whence 
he  had  married  my  mother,  whole  re- 
lations were  named  Robinfon,  a  very 
good  family  in  that  country,  and  from 
whom  I  was  called  Robinfon  Kreutz- 
naer ;  but,  by  the  ufual  corruption  of 
words  in  England,  we  are  now  called, 
nay,  we  call  ourfelves,  and  write  our 
name,  Cmfoe;  and  fo  my  companions 
always  called  me. 

I  had  two  elder  brothers,  one  of 
which  was  a  lieutenant-colonel  to  an 
Englifh  regiment  of  foot  in  Flanders, 
formerly  commanded  by  the  famous 
Colonel  Lockhart,  and  was  killed  at 
the  battle  near  Dunkirk  againft  the 
Spaniards  :  what  became  of  my  fecond 
brother,  I  never  knew,  any  more  than 
my  father  or  mother  did  know  what 
was  become  of  me. 

Being  the  third  fon  of  the  family, 
and  not  bred  to  any  trade,  my  head 


began  to  be  filled  very  early  with  ram- 
bling thoughts :  my  father,  who  was 
very  ancient,  had  given  me  a  compe- 
tent mare  of  learning,  as  far  as  houfe- 
education,  and  u  country  free-fchool 
generally  goes,  and  deiigned  me  for 
the  law  j  but  I  would  be  fatisfied  with 
nothing  but  going  to  fea  j  and  my  in- 
clination to  this  led  me  ib  ftrongly  a- 
gainft  the  will,  nay,  the  commands, 
of  my  father,  and  againft  all  the  in- 
treaties  and  perfuafions  of  my  mother 
and  other  friends,  that  there  feemed  to 
be  fomething  fatal  in  that  propenfion 
of  nature,  tending  directly  to  the  life 
of  mifery  which  was  to  befal  me. 

My  father,  a  wile  and  grave  man, 
gave  me  ferious  and  excellent  counfel 
againft  what  he forefaw  was  my  deflgn. 
He  calledme  one  morning  intohis  cham- 
ber, where  he  was  confined  by  the  gout, 
and  expoftulated  very  warmly  with  me 
upon  this  fubjecl: :  he  afked  me,  what 
reafons,  more  than  a  mere  wandering 
inclination,  I  had  for  leaving  my  fa- 
ther's houfe  and  my  native  country, 
where  I  might  be  well  introduced,  and 
had  a  prolpecl  of  railing  jny  fortune 
by  application  and  induftry,  with  a 
life  of  eafe  and  pleafure ;  he  tol J  me, 

it 
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it  was  men  of  defpente  fortunes  on 
..•nil,  or  of  afpiring  fuperior  for- 
tunes on  the  otlier,  and  who  went  a- 
broad  upon  adventures,  to  rife  by  en- 
terprize,  and  make  themfelves  famous 
in  undertakings  of  a'  nature  out  of  the 
common  road ;  that  thef'e  things  were 
all  either  too  far  above  me,  or  too  far 
below  me  ;  that  mine  was  the  middle 
itatc ,  or  what  might  be  called  the  up- 
uion  cf  Low  Life,  which  he  had 
found,  by  long  experience,  was  the 
;te  in  the  world,  the  inoft  fuit- 
&.\  to  human  happinefs,  not  expofed  to 
the  miieries  and  hardships,  the  labour 
and  Bufferings  of  themechanick  part  of 
u>.;n>vind,  and  not  embarrafted  with 
ide,  luxury,  ambition,  and  envy, 
rf  die  upper  part  of  mankind.  He 
t  ;ld  me,  I  might  judge  of  the  happi- 
i  f  this  ftate,  by  this  one  thing  ; 
VIA-,  that  this  was  the  ftate  of  "life 
v.t.-ch  all  other  people  envied;  that 
have  frequently  lamented  the 
miferable  confequences  of  being  born 
to  great  things,  and  wiflied  they  had 
iii-cii  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  two 
txtitmes,  between  the  mean  and  the 
great;  that  the  wife  man  gave  his  tef- 
timony  to  this,  as  the  juft  ftandard  of 
true  felicity,  when  he  prayed  to  have 
neither  poverty  nor  riches. 

He  bade  me  obferve  it,  and  I  fliould 

always  find,  that  the  calamities  of  life 

were  Hi  a  red  among  the  upper  and  lower 

part  of  mankind  ;  but  that  the  middle 

ftation  had   the  feweft  difafters,    and 

v-as  not   expofed   to  fo  many  viciffi- 

tudes  as  the  higher  or  lower   part   of 

irankind ;    nay,    they  were    not  fub- 

jtcted  to  fo  many  diftempers  and  un- 

s,    either  of  body  or  mind,  as 

tiiofe   were,    who,    by  vicious  living, 

luxury,   and  extravagancies,    on   one 

h.md,  or  by  hard  labour,  want  of  ne- 

cefiaries,  and  mean  or  insufficient  diet, 

<>n  the  other  hand,  bring  diftempers 

•iiemfelves   by  the  natural  con- 

frquencts  of  their  way  of  living;   that 

•r!c!!e  (tation  cf  life  was  caicu- 

•or  all  kind  of  virtues,  and  all 

'•{"   enjoyments;   that  peace  and 

were  the  handmaids  of  a  mid- 

.-tuuc;  that  temperance,  mode- 

ration,  ,  health,    fociety,  all 

diveifions,   and   all  deiirable 

he  bleflings  attending 

ftation  of  life;    that  this 

cut  filently  and  fmoothly 

ll   the  world,   and  comfortably 


out  of  it ;  not  embarrafied  with  the 
labours  of  the  hands,  or  of  the  head; 
not  fold  to  a  life  of  flavery  for  daily 
bread,  or  harraffed  with  perplexed  cir- 
cumftances,  which  rob  the  foul  of 
peace,  and  the  body  of  reft  ;  not  en- 
raged with  the  paflion  of  envy,  or  the 
fecret  burning  lutt  of  ambition  for 
great  things;  but  in  eafy  circum- 
ftances,  fliding  gently  through  the 
world,  and  fenfibly  tafting  the  fvveetg 
of  living,  without  the  bitter  ;  feeling 
that  they  are  happy,  and  learning  by 
every  day's  experience  to  know  it  more 
fenfibly. 

After  this,  he  prefled  me  earneftly, 
and  in  the  molt  affectionate  manner, 
not  to  play  the  young  man,  or  to  pre- 
cipitate myfelf  into  miferies,  which 
nature,  and  the  ftation  of  life  I  was 
born  in,  feemed  to  bave  provided  a- 
gainft;  that  I  was  under  no  neceflity 
of  feeking  my  bread  j  that  he  would 
do  well  for  me,  and  endeavour  to  en- 
ter me  fairly  into  the  ftation  of  life 
which  he  had  been  juft  recommending 
to  me  ;  and  that  if  I  was  not  very  eafy 
and  happy  in  the  world,  it  muft  be 
my  mere  fate  or  fault  that  muft  hin- 
der it  ;  and  that  he  mould  have  no- 
thing to  anfwer  for,  having  thus  dif- 
charged  his  duty,  in  warning  me  a- 
gainft  meafures  which  he  knew  would 
be  to  my  hurt :  in  a  word,  that  as  he 
would  do  very  kind  things  for  me,  if 
I  would  ftay  and  fettle  at  home,  as  he 
directed ;  fo  he  would  not  have  fo 
much  hand  in  my  misfortunes,  as  to 
give  me  any  encouragement  to  go  a- 
way :  and  to  dole  all,  he  told  me,  I 
had  my  elder  brother  for  an  example, 
to  whom  he  had  ufed  the  fame  earneft 
perfuafions,  to  keep  him  from  going 
into  the  Low-Country  wars,  but  could 
not  prevail,  his  young  defires  prompt- 
ing him  to  run  into  the  army,  where 
he  was  killed  ;  and  though  he  faid  he 
would  not  ceiij'e  to  pray  for  me,  yet 
he  would  venture  to  lay  to  me,  that  if 
I  did  take  this  foolifli.ltep,  God  would 
not  blefs  me;  and  I  would  have  lei- 
fure  hereafter  to  reflect  upon  having 
neglc&ed  his  counlel,  when  there  might 
be  none  to  aflilt  in  my  recovery. 

I  obferved  in  this  laft  part  of  his. 
difcourfe,  which  was  truly  prophetick, 
thoughlluppofcmy  fatjicr  did  not  know 
it  to  be  fo  himfelf ";  I  fay,  I  obferved  the 
tears  run  down  his  face  very  plenti- 
fully, efpecially  when  he  fpoke  of  my 

brother 
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brother  who  was  killed  ;  and  that  when 
he  fpoke  of  my  having  leifure  to  re-- 
pent, and  none  to  aflift  me,  he  was  fo 
moved,  that  he  broke  off  the  difcourfe, 
and  told  me,  his  heart  was  fo  full  he 
could  fay  no  more  to  me. 

I  was  fincerely  afflicted  with  this 
difcourfe,  as  indeed  who  could  be 
otherwife  !  and  I  relblved  not  to  think 
of  going  abroad  any  more,  but  to  fet- 
tle "at  hon-je  according  to  my  father's 
ilefire :  but,  alas !  a  few  days  wore  it 
all  off  j  arid,  in  fhort,  to  prevent  any 
of  my  father's  farther  importunities,  in 
a  few  weeks  after,  I  refolved  to  run 
quite  away  from  him.  However,  I 
did  not  act  fo  haftily  neither,  as  the 
firft  heat  of  my  refolution  prompted  j 
"but  I  took  my  mother  at  a  time  when 
I  thought  her  a  little  pleafanter  than 
ordinary  j  and  told  her,  that  my 
thoughts  were  fo  entirely  bent  upon 
feeing  the  world,  that  I  mould  never 
fettle  to  any  thing  with  refolution 
enough  to  go  through  with  it ;  and 
my  father  had  better  give  me  his  con- 
fent,  than  force  me  to  go  without  itj 
that  I  was  now  eighteen  years  old, 
which  was  too  late  to  go  apprentice  to 
a  trade,  or  clerk  to  an  attorney  j  that 
I  was  fure,  if  I  did,  I  mould  never 
ferve  out  my  time,  but  I  fiiould  cer- 
tainly run  away  from  my  mailer  be- 
fore my  time  was  out,  and  go  to  fca  5 
and  if  file  would  fpeak  to  my  father  to 
let  me  go  one  voyage  abroad,  if  I  came 
frome  again,  and  did  not  like  it,  I 
would  go  no  more,  and  I  would  pro- 
mi  fe,  by  a  double  diligence,  to  reco- 
ver the  time  that  I  had  loft. 

This  put  my  mother  into  a  great 
paffion:  me  told  me,  me  knew  it 
would  be  to  no  purpofe  to  fpeak  to 
my  father  upon  any  fuch  fubject ;  that 
he  knew  too  well  what  was  my  intereil, 
to  give  his  confent  to  any  thing  fo 
much  for  my  hurt;  and  that  fhe  won- 
dered how  I  could  think  of  any  fuch 
thing,  after  the  difcourfe  I  had  had 
with  my  father,  and  fuch  kind  and 
tender  expreffions  as  fhe  knew  my 
father  had  ufed  to  me :  and  that,  in 
fliort,  if  I  would  ruin  myfelf,  there 
•was  no  help  for  me}  but  I  might  de- 
pend I  mould  never  have  their  confenlt 
to  it ;  that,  for  her  part,  fhe  would 
not  have  fo  much  hand  in  my  deftruc- 
tion  j  and  I  fliould  never  have  it  to  fay, 
that  my  mother  was  willing,  when  my 
father  was  not. 


Though  my  mother  re f ufed  to  raov« 
it  to  my  father,  yet  I  heard  afterwards, 
that  fhe  reported  all  the  difcourfe  to> 
him  j  and  that  my  father,  after  (hew- 
ing a  great  concern  at  it,  faici  to  her, 
with  a  figh,  'That  boy  might  be  hap- 
*  py,  if  he  would  flay  at  home  j  but 
1  if  he  goes  abroad,  he  will  be  the 
'  moft  miferaule  wretch  that  ever  was 
5  born!  I  can  give  no  confent  to  it.' 

It  was  not  till  almoft  a  year  after 
this  that  I  broke  loofe,  though  in  the 
mean  time  I  continued  obltinately  deaf 
to  all  propofals  of  fettling  to  bufmefs, 
and  frequently  expoftulating  with  my 
father  and  mother,  about  their  being 
fo  pofitiyely  determined  again  ft  what 
they  knew  my  inclinations  prompted 
me  to.  But  being  one  day  at  Hall, 
whither  I  went  caiually,  and  without 
any  purpole  of  making  an  elopement 
that  time ;  but,  I  fay,  being  there, 
and  one  of  my  companions  being  go- 
ing by  lea  to  London,  in  his  father's 
fhip,  and  prompting  me  to  go  with 
them,  with  the  common  allurement  of 
a  feafaring  man,  that  it  fiiould  cofi  ine 
nothing  for  my  palTage ;  I  confui-td 
neither  father  or  mother  any  more, 
nor  fo  much  as  fent  them  word  of  it; 
but  leaving  them  to  hear  of  it  as  they 
might,  without  afking  God's  blemng, 
or  my  father's,  without  any  confidera- 
tion  of  circumirances  or  confequerices, 
and  in  an  ill  hour,  (God  knows  !)  on 
the  firft  of  September  1651,  I  went  on 
board  a  fhip  bound  for  London.  Ne- 
ver any  young  adventurer's  misfor- 
tunes, I  believe,  began  fooner,  or 
continued  longer  than  mine :  the  fhip 
was  no  fooner  got  out  of  the  Humber, 
but  the  wind  began  to  blow,  and  the 
fea  to  rife  in  a  mod  frightful  manner} 
and  as  I  had  never  been  at  fea  before, 
I  was  moft  inexpreffibly  fick  in  body, 
and  tenafied  in  mind.  I  began  nowr 
ferioufly  to  reflect  upon  what  I  had 
done,  and  how  juftly  I  was  overtaken 
by  the  judgment  of  Heaven  for  my 
wicked  leaving  my  father's  houfe,  and 
abandoning  my  duty  j  all  the  good 
counfel  of  my  parents,  my  father's 
tears  and  my  mother's  intreaties  came 
now  frefh  into  my  mind  j  and  my  con- 
fcience,  which  was  not  yet  come  to  the 
pitch  of  hardnefs  to  which  it  has  bee  a. 
fince,  reproached  me*with  the  contempt 
-of  advice,  and  the  breach  of  my  duty 
to  God  and  my  father. 

All  this  while  the  ftorm  increafed, 
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and  the  fen  went  very  high,  though 
nothing  like  what  I  have  iron  many 
times  fmcej  no,  nor  what  I  law  a 
few  days  after  j  but  it  was  enough  to 
a  i  Feel  me  then,  wh<  was  but  a  young 
Jailor,  and  had  never  known  any 
tiling  of  the  matter.  I  expected  every 

would  nave  fw.illowed  us  up, 
and  that  every  time  the  /hip  fell  down, 
as  I  thought  it  did,  in  the  trough  or 
hollow  of  the  fea,  we  fhould  never 
rife  more.  In  this  agony  of  mind,  I 
made  many  vows  and  resolutions,  that 
if  it  would  pleafe  God  to  fpare  my 
Jife  in  this  one  voyage,  if  ever  I  got 
once  my  foot  upon  dry  land  again,  I 
would  go  directly  home  to  my  lather, 
and  never  let  it  into  a  (hip  again 'while 
I  lived}  that  I  would  take  his  advice, 
and  never  run  my/elf  into  fuch  mife- 
f  ies  as  thefe  any  more.  Now  I  favv 
plainly  the  goodnefs  of  his  obferva- 
tions  about  the  middle  (tation  of  life, 
how  eafy,  how  comfortable  he  had 
lived  all  his  days,  and  never  had  been 
expofl'd  to  tempefts  at  fca,  or  trouble 
on  fliore  j  and,  in  mort,  I  refolved 
that  I  would,  like  a  true  repenting 
prodigal,  go  home  to  my  father. 

Thefe  wife  and  ibber  thoughts  con- 
tinued all  the  while  the  (form  continued, 
and  indeed  iome  lime  after  j  but  the 
'next  day  the  wind  was  abated,  and  the 
tea  calmer,  and  I  began  to  be  a  little 
inured  to  it.  However,  I  was  very 
i?rave  for  all  that  day,  beingalfo  a  little 
ie.i-fick  rtillj  but  towards  night  the 
weather  cleared  up,  the  wind  was  quite 
over,  and  a  charming  fine  evenii 
lowed  ;  the  fun  went  down  pcrfeclly 
clear,  and  role  fo  the  next  morning; 
and  having  little  or  no  wind,  and  a 
fmooth  fea,  the  fun  mining  upon  it,  the 
fight  was,  as  I  thought,  the  moft  de- 
lightful  that  ever  I  law. 

I  had  flept  well   in    the   night,  and 

AV  no  more  fea-fick,   but  very 
j.l  ,   looking  with  wonder  upon 

,  rhat  waj  ib  rough  and  terrible 
ti^e  day  before,  and  could  be  fo  calm 
and  fo  pleafant  in  fo  little  a  time  after  : 
and  now,  leit  my  good  refolutions 
fhould  continue,  my  companion,  who 
had  indeed  intimi  me  away,  comes 
tome,  *  Well,E  ^,  clapping 

me  upon  the  moulder,  *  how  do  you  do 
'  after  it  ?  I  warrant  you  were  fn 

not  you,  1  ••'  •  ;. en  it  Id-  w 

'   but  a  capful  ofwind  " — '  A  capful, 
'    d  v<:  '.V.i    it  !'    fiiJ  1  :    *    i< 


ble  ftorm.'  — '  A  frorm,  you  fool 
you  !'  replies  he  ;   «  do  you  call  that  a 
ftorm  ?  Why,  it  was  nothing  at  all ! 
give  us  but  a  good   fhip,  and  ll-a- 
roorn,  and  we  think  nothing  of  fuch. 
a  fquall  of  wind  as  that :  but,  you*re 
but  a  frem- water  failor,  Bobj  come, 
1ft  us  make  a  bowl  of  punch,  and 
we1!!  forget  all  that.    D'ye  fee  what 
charming  weather  'tis  now?*     To 
make  mort  this  fad  part  of  my  flory, 
we  went  the  way  of  all  failors;  the 
punch  was  made,  and  I  was  made  half 
drunk  with  it,  and  in  that  one  night** 
Wicked  nefs  I  drowned  all  my  repent- 
ance, ail  my  reflections  on  my  paft  con- 
duel,  all  my  resolutions  for  the  future. 
In  a  word,  as  the  lea  was  returned  to 
it's  fmoothnefs  of  fur  face,  and  fettled 
calmnefs,    by  the   abatement  of  that 
ftorm,   fo  the  hurry  of  my  thoughts 
being  over,   my  fears   and  apprehen- 
fions  of  being  fwallowed  up  by  the 
fea  being  forgotten,  and  the  current  of 
my  former  delires  returned,  I  entirely 
forgot  the  vows  and   promifes  that  I 
made  in  my  diftrefs.     I  found  indeed 
fome  intervals  of  reflection,  and  the 
ferious  thoughts  did,  as  it  were,  endea- 
vour to  return  again  fometimes  j   but 
I  fiiook  them  off,  and   rouzed  myfelf 
from  them,  as  it  were  from  a  di (temper  J 
and  applying  myfelf  to  drinking  and 
company,  foon  m altered  the  return  of 
thoie  fits,  (for  fo  I  called  them  j)  and  I 
had,  in  rive  or  fix  days,  got  as  com- 
pleat  a  vi6lory  over  my  conference,  at 
any  young  fellow  that  refolved  not  to 
be  troubled  with  it  could  defire :  but 
I  \v::s  to  have  another  trial  for  it  Hill  j 
.vidence,  as  in  fuch  cafes  gene- 
rally it  docs,  refolved  to  leave  me  en- 
vithout  excufej  for  if  I  would 
not  t*.ke  this  for  a  deliverance,  the 
next  v.  ch  a  one,  as  the  worft 

and  in  d  wretch  among  us 

would  confers  bolh  the  danger  and  the 

Sixth  day  of  our  being  at  fca,  we 
came  ii:  iith  roads  j   the  wind 

contrary,  and  the  weather 
c.ilm,  w  [e  but  little  v/ay  fmce 

the  ftorm.  Here  \vc  were  obliged  to 
come  to  an  anchor,  and  here  we  lay, 
the  wind  continuing  contrary,  viz.  at 
S.  W.  for  f.'ven  or  eight  da)  s;  d 

;  ..my  (hips  from 
NewcMllc   came  into  the  f.ime  i 
:»s«l>e  common  harbuui  Jhipa 

inieht  wail  for  a  wind  for  the  n 

We 
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We  had  not,  however,  rid  here  fo  long 
but  we  mould  have  tided  it  up  the 
river,  but  that  the  wind  blew  too  frefli ; 
and,  after  we  had  lain  four  or  five 
days,  blew  very  hard.  However,  the 
roads  being  reckoned  as  good  as  an 
harbour,  the  anchorage  good,  and  our 
ground -tackle  very  ftrong,  our  men 
were  unconcerned,  and  not  in  the  leaft 
apprehenfive  of  danger  j  but  fpent  the 
time  in  reft  and  mirth,  after  the  man- 
ner of  the  fea;  but  the  eighth  day  in 
the  morning,  the  wind  increafed,  and 
we  had  all  hands  at  work  to  ftrike  our 
top-mafts,  and  make  eveiy  thing  fnug 
and  dole,  that  the  fhip  might  ride  as 
eafy  as  poflible.  By  noon,  the  fea 
went  very  high  indeed,  and  our  (hip 
rid  forecaftle-in,  (hipped  feveral  feas, 
and  we  thought  once  or  twice  our 
anchor  had  come  home  5  upon  which, 
our  matter  ordered  out  the  meet-anchor; 
fo'  that  we  rode  with  two  anchors  a 
head,  and  the  cables  veered  out  to  the 
better  end. 

By  this  time,  it  blew  a  terrible  ftorm 
indeed  i  and,  now  I  began  to  fee  terror 
and  amazement  in  the  faces  even  of 
the  feamen  themfelves.  The  mailer, 
though  vigilant  in  the  bufinefs  of  pre- 
ferving  the  (hip,  yet  as  he  went  in  and 
out  of"  his  cabin  by  me,  I  could  hear 
him,  foftly  to  himfelf,  fay  feveral 
times ;  «  Lord  be  merciful  to  us !  we 
«  (hall  be  all  loft,  we  (hall  be  all  un- 
«  done!'  and  the  like.  During  thefe 
firft  hurries,  I  was  ftupid,  lying  ftill 
in  my  cabin,  which  was  in  the  fteerage, 
and  cannot  defcribe  my  temper.  I 
could  ill  re  fume  the  firft  penitence 
which  I  had  fo  apparently  trampled: 
upon,  and  hardened  myfelf  againft :  I 
thought  the  bilternefs  of  death  had 
been  paft;  and  that  this  would  be  no- 
thing too,  like  the  firft.  But  when  the 
matter  himfelf  came  by  me,  as  I  faid 
juft  now,  and  faid  we  (houid  be  ail  loft, 
I  was  dreadfully  frighted:  I  got  up 
out  of  my  cabin,  and  looked  out ;  but 
fuch  a  difmal  iioht  I  never  law :  the 
lea  went  mountains  high,  and  broke 
upon  us  every  three  or  four  minutes. 
When  I  could  look  about,  I  could  fee 
nothing  but  diftrefs  round  us:  two 
ftiips  that  rid  near  us,  we  found,  had 
cut  their  marts  by  the  board,  being 
deep  loaden  ;  and  our  men  oricd  out, 
that  a  fhip  which  rid  about  a  mile  a 
head  of  us,  was  foundered.  Two 
more  fhips,  being  driven  from  their 


anchors,  were  run  out  of  the  roads  to 
fea,  at  alh  adventures,  and  that  not  with 
a  maft  ftanding.  The  light  mips  fared 
the  beft,  as  not  fo  much  labouring  in 
the  fea  ;  but  two  or  three  of  them  drove, 
and  came  clofe  by  us,  running  away 
with  only  their  fprit-fail  out,  before 
the  wind. 

Towards  the  evening,  the  mate  an'd 
boatfwain  begged  the  matter  of  our 
(hip  to  let  them  cut  away  the  fore-maft, 
which  he  was  very  unwilling  to  do: 
but  the  boatfwain  protefting  to  him, 
that  if  he  did  not,  the  (hip  would 
founder,  he  confented  ;  and  when  they 
had  cut  away  the  fore-maft,  the  main- 
maft  ftood  fo  ioofe,  and  (hook  the  (hip 
fo  much,  they  were  obliged  to  cut  her 
away  alfo,  and  make  a  clear  deck. 

Any  one  muft  judge  what  a  condi- 
tion I  muft  be  in  at  all  this,  who  was 
but  a  young  failor,  and  who  had  been 
in  fuch  a  fright  before  at  but  a  little. 
But  if  I  can  exprefs  at  this  diftance 
the  thoughts  I  had  about  me  at  that 
time,  I  was  in  tenfold  more  horror  of 
mind  upon  account  of  my  former  con^ 
visions,  and  the  having  returned  from 
them  to  the  relblutions  I  had  wickedly 
taken  at  firft,  than  I  was  at  death  it- 
felf ;  and  thefe,  added  to  the  terror  o(f 
the  ftorm,  put  me  into  fuch  a  condi- 
tion, that  I  can  by  no  words  defcribe 
it.     But  the  worft  was  not  come  yet ; 
the  ftorm  continued  with  fuch   fury, 
that  the  feamen   themfelves  acknow- 
ledged they  had  never  feen  a  worfe. 
We  had  a  good  (hip,  but  Ihe  was  deep 
loaden,   and  wallowed  in  the  fea,  that 
the  feamen  every  now  and  then  cried 
out  me  would  founder.     It  was  my 
advantage  in  one  relpecV,  that  I  did  not 
know  what  they  meant    by  founder, 
till  I  enquired.     However,  the  ftorm 
was  fo  violent,  that  I  faw  what  is  not 
often  feen,  the  mafter,  the  boatfwain, 
and  fome  others  more  fenfible  than  the 
reft,  at   their  prayers,  and  expeftinj* 
every   moment  when  the   /hip   would 
go  to    the    bottom.      In   the    middle 
of  the  night,  and  under  all  the  reft  of 
our  diftreffes,  one  of  the  men  that  had 
been  down   on   purpofe  to   fee,    cried 
out  we  had  fprung  a  leak;   another 
(aid,  there  was  four  feet  water  in  the 
hold.     Then  all  hands  were  called  to 
fhe  pump.  At  that  very  word  my  heart, 
a"s  I  thought,   died  within  me;  and  I 
fell  backwards  upon  the  fide  of  my 
bed  where  I  fat,  into  the  cabin.  How- 
B  ever, 
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ever,  the  men  rouzed  me,  and  told  me* 
that  I  that  was  able  to  do  nothing  be- 
fore, was  as  well  able  to  pump  as  an- 
other; at  which  I  ftirred  up,  and  went 
to  the  pump,  and  worked  very  heartily. 
While  this  was  doing,  the  mailer  lee- 
ing  fome  light  colliers,  wha,  not  able 
to  ride  out  the  ftorm,  were  obliged  to 
flip  and  run  away  to  the  fea,  and  would 
come  near  us,  ordered  to  fire  a  gun  as 
a  fignal  of  diftrefs.  I,  who  knew  no- 
thing what  they  meant,  was  fo  fur- 
prized,  that  I  thought  the  fhip  had 
broke,  or  fume  dreadful  thing  hap- 
pened j  in  a  wordy  1  was  fo  farprized, 
that  I  fell  down  in  a  fwoon.  As  this 
was  a  time  when  every  body  had  his 
own  life  to  thinktpf,  nobody  minded 
me,,  or  what  was  become  of  me  j  but 
another  man  ftepped  up  to  the  pump, 
and,  thrufting  me  afide  with  his  foot, 
let  me  lie,  thinking  I  had  been  dead; 
and  it  was  a  great  while  before  I  came 
to  myfclf. 

We  worked  on,  but  the  water  in- 
creaiing  in  the  hold,  it  wa»  apparent  that 
the  (hip  woulU  founder;  and  though 
the  ftorm  began  to  abate  a  little,  yet 
as  it  was  not  poflible  me  could  fwim 
till  we  aiight  run  into  any  port,  fo  the 
matter  continued  firing  guns  for  htlp; 
and  a  light  fhip;  who  hael  i  id  it  out  juft 
a  head  of  us,  ventured  a  boat  out  to  help 
us.  ItWcis  wirh  the  utmoit  hazard  the 
boat  came  near  us;  butitwasimpoffible 
for  us  to  get  on  board,  or  for  the  boat  to 
Ije  near  the  .{hip's  fide,  till  at  laft  the  men 
rowingvfcrj,  heartily, and venturingtheir 
lives  to  fave  ours,  our  men  carl  them  a 
rope  over  the  ftcrn  with  a  buoy^p  it,  and 
then  veered  it  out  a  great  length,  which 
they,  after  much  labour  and  hazard, 
took. hold  of,  and  we  hauled  them  clofe 
under  our  item,  and  got  all  into  their 
boat.  It  was  to  no  purpofc  for  them 
or  us,  after  we  were  in  the  boat,  to- 
think  of  reaching  to  their  own  fhip  ; 
fo  all  agreed  to  let  her  drive,  and  only 
to  pull  her  in  towards  fliore  as  much 
as  we  could  ;  and  our  matter  promifed 
them,  that  if  the  boat  was  (laved  upon 
Ihore,  he  would  make  it  good  to  their 
m;.fter:  fo  partly  rowing,  and  partly 
diiving,  our  boat  went  away  lo  the 
northward,  flopin^  towards  the  fliore, 
alrnoft  as  far  as  Wintertonneffe. 

We  were  not  much  more  than  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  out  of  our  fliip,  but 
we  faw  her  fink  ;  and  then  J  under- 
ftood  for  the  firft  time,  what  was  meant 


by  a  fhip  foundering  in  the  fea.  I  muft 
acknowledge  I  had  hardly  eyes  to  look 
up,  when  the  feamen  told  me  fhe  was 
finking;  for,  from  that  moment  they 
rather  pwt  me  into  the  boat,  than  that 
I  might  be  faid  to  go  in,  my  heart  was 
as  it  were,  dead  within  me,  partly  with 
fright,  partly  with  horror  of  mind, 
and  the  thoughts  of  what  was  yet  ue- 
fore  me. 

While  we  were  in  this  condition, 
the  men  yet  labouring  at  the  oar  to 
bring  the  boat  near  the  fliore,  we  could 
fee  (when  our  boat  mounting  the 
waves,  we  were  able  to  fee  the  more) 
a  great  many  peopk  running  along 
the  ftrand  to  afltft  us  when  we  mould 
come  near:  but  we  made  but  flow 
way  towards  the  fhore ;  nor  were  we 
able  to  reach  the  fhore,  till  being  part 
the  light- honfe  at  Winterton,  the  fliore 
falls  off  to  the  weft  ward  towards  Cro- 
mer;  and  fo  the  land  broke  off  a  little 
the  violence  of  the  wind.  Here  we 
got  in,  and  though  not  without  much 
difficulty,  got  all  fafe  on  fhore,  and 
walked  afterwards  on  foot  to  Yar- 
mouth, where,  as  unfortunate  men,  we 
were  ufed  with  great  humanity,  as  well 
by  the  magistrates  of  the  town,  who 
affigned  us  good  quarters,  as  by  par- 
ticular merchants  and  owners  of  Ihips  j 
and  had  money- given  us  fufficient  to 
carry  us  either  to  London,  or  back  to 
Hull,  as  we  thought  fit. 

Had  I  now  had  the  fenfe  to  have 
gone  back  to  Hull,  ami  have  gone 
home,  I  had  been  happy,  and  my  fa- 
ther, an  emblem  of  our  blelTed  Sa- 
vioiir's  parable,  had  even  killed  the 
fatted  calf  for  me;  for,  hearing  the 
fhip  I  went  away  in,  was  caft  away  i» 
Yarmouth  RoaJ,  it  was  a  great  while 
before  he  had  any  aflfurances  that  I 
was  not  drowned. 

But  my  ill  fate  pufiied  me  on  now, 
with  an  obftinacy  that  nothing  could 
rcfiftj  and  though  I  had  i'.;veral  times 
loud  calls  from  my  realbn  and  my 
more  competed  judgment,  to  go  home, 
yet  I  had  no  power  to  do  it :  I  know 
not  what  to  call  this;  nor  will  I  urge, 
that  it  is  a  fecret  ovci-iuiing  decree 
that  hurries  us  on  to  be  the  initrumuut 
of  our  own  deilrufliun,  even  though 
it  be  before  us,  and  that  wepufli  upon, 
it  with  our  eyes  open.  Certainly, 
nothing  but  fome  fucli  decreed  un- 
avoidable mifery  attending,  and  which 
it  was  impodible  for  me  to  efcape, 

could 
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irpuld  have  pufhed  me  forward  againft 
the  calm  reafonings  and  perfuafions  of 
ray  moft  retired  thoughts,  and  againft 
two  fuch  vifible  inttruftions  as  J  had 
met  with  in  my  firft  attempt. 

My  comrade,  who  had  helped    to 
harden  me  before,  and  who  was  the 
mailer's   fon,    was  now  lefs  forward 
than  I.     The  firft  time  he  fpoke  to  me 
after  we  were  at  Yarmouth,  which  was 
not  till  two  or  three  days,  for  we  were 
Separated  in  the  town  to  feveral  quar- 
ters j   I  fay,  the  firft  time  he  faw  me,  it 
appeared  his  tone  was  altered  j  and, 
looking  very  melancholy,  and  making 
his  head,  afked  me  how  I  did  :  and 
telling  his  father  who  I  was,  and  how 
I  had  come  this  voyage  only  for  a  trial, 
in  order  go  farther  abroad  j  his  father 
turning  to  me  with  a  very  grave  and 
concerned  tone,  *  Young  man,'  fays 
he,  «  you  ought  never  to  go  to  fea  any 
morej  you  ought  to  take  this  for  a 
plain  and  vifible  token,  that  you  are 
not  to  be  a  feafaring-man.'— «  Why, 
Sir,*  faid  I  j  «  will  you  go  to  fea  no 
more?'  —  *  That  is  another  cafe/ 
faid  he ;  c  it  is  my  calling,  and  there- 
fore my  duty;  but  as  you  ina«ie  this 
voyage  for  a  trial,  you  fee  what  a 
tafte  Heaven  has  given  you,  of  what 
you  are  to  expect,  if  you   perfift : 
perhaps  all  this  has  befallen  us  on 
your  account,  like  Jonah  in  the  (hip 
of  Tarmifh.     Pray,4  continues  he, 

*  what  are  you?  and  on  what  account 
«  did  you  go  to  fea  ?'    Upon  that  I  told 
him  fome  of  my  ftory }  at  the  end  of 
which,  he  burll  out  with  a  ftrange  kind 
of  paffion  ;  *  What  had  I  done,'  fays 
he,  «  that  fuch    an  unhappy  wretch 

*  fhould  come  into  my  fliip  !    I  would 
'  not  fet  my  foot  in  the  fame  fhip  with 
'  thee  again  for  a  thoufand  pounds!' 
This  indeed  was,  as  I  faid,  an  excur- 
fion  of  his  fpirits,  which  were  yet  agi- 
tated by  the  fenfe  of  his  lofs,  and  was 
farther  than  he  could  have  authority  to 
go :  however,  he  afterwards  talked  very 
gravely  to  me,  exhorting  me  to  go  back: 
to   my  father,  and   not  tempt  Provi- 
dence to  my  ruin  ;  told  me  I  might  lee 
a  vifible  hand  of  Heaven  againlt  me  : 

*  And  young  man,1  laid  he,  *  depend 

*  upon   it?    if   you   do   not  go    back, 

*  wherever  you    go,    you   will    meet 
'  with  nothing  but  di falters  and  dif- 

*  appointments,  till  your  father's  words 
«  are  fulfilled- upon  you.* 

We  parted  loon  *fterj  for  I  made 


him  little  anfwer,  and  I  f;uv  him  no 
more ;  which  way  he  went,  I  know  not. 
As  for  me,  having  fome  money  in  my 
pocket,  I  travelled  to  London  by  land  ; 
and  there,  as  well  as  on  the  road,  had 
many  ftruggles  with  myiclf,  what 
courfe  of  life  I  fhould  take,  and  whe- 
ther I  mould  go  home,  or  go  to  fea. 

As  to  going  home,  fhame  oppoled 
the  beft  motions  that  offered  to  my 
thoughts  j  and  it  immediately  occurred 
to  me  how  I  fhou'd  be  laughed  at 
among  the  neighbours,  and  mould  be 
amamed  to  fee,  not  my  father  and  mo- 
ther only,  but  even  every  body  elfe. 
From  whence  I  have  fince  often  ob- 
ferved  how  incongruous  and  irrational 
the  common  temper  of  mankind  is, 
efpecially  of  youth,  to  that  reafon  that 
ought  to  guide  them  in  fuch  cafes  j 
viz.  that  they  are  not  amamed  to  fin, 
and  yet  are  afliamed  to  repent  j  not 
afhamed  of  the  a£Uon,  for  which  they 
ought  juftly  to  be  efteemed  fools  ;  but 
are  afhamed  of  the  returning,  which 
only  can  make  th-ein  esteemed  wile 
men. 

In  this  ftat«  of  life,  however,  I  re- 
mained fome  time,  uncertain  what 
meafures  to  take,  and  what  courfe  of 
life  to  lead.  An  irrefiftiblereluclance 
continued  to  going  home  ;  and  as  I 
ftaid  awhile,  the  remembrance  of  the 
diftrefs  I  had  been  in  wore  off;  and 
as  that  abated,  the  little  motion  I  had 
in  my  defires  to  return,  wore  off  with 
it,  till  at  Jaft  I  quite  laid  afuie  the 
thoughts  of  it,  and  lox>kcd  out  for  a 
voyage. 

That  evil  influence  which  carried 
me  firft*  away  from  my  father's  houfe, 
which  hurried  me  into  the  wild  and 
indigefted  notion  of  raifing  my  for- 
tune, and  that  imprefled  thofe  conceits 
fo  forcibly  upon  me  as  to  make  me 
deaf  to  ali  good  advice,  and  to  the  in- 
treaties,  and  even  the  commands,  of 
my  father}  I  fay,  the  fame  influence, 
whatever  it  was,  prefented  the  molt  un- 
fortunate of  all  enterprizts  to  my  view  j 
and  I  went  on  board  a  veflel  bound  to 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  or,  as  our  failcrs 
vulgarly  call  it,  a  voyage  to  Guinea. 

It  was  my  great  misfortune,  that  in 
all  thefe  adventures  I  clid  not  fhip  my- 
felf  as  a  iailor ;  whereby,  though  1  might 
indeed  have  worked  a  little  harder  than 
ordinary,  yet,  at  the  lame  time,  I  had 
learned  the  duty  ami  cflice  of  a  fore, 
malt-man  j  and  in  time  might  luyecjua- 
B  a  lifted 
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jified  myfelf  for  a  mate  or  lieutenant, 
if  not  for  a  mailer.  But  as  it  was  al- 
ways my  fate  to  chufe  for  the  worft, 
fo  I  did  here  j  for  having  money  in  my 

nket,  and  good  cioaths  on  my  back, 
'ould  always  go  on  board   in  the 
habit  of  a  gentleman  ;  and  fo  I  neither 
had  any  bulinefs  in  the  fhip,  nor  learn- 
ed to  do  any. 

It  was  my  lot  firft  of  all  to  fall  into 
pretty  good  company  in  London,  which 
does  not  always  happen  to  fuch  loofe 
and  unguided  young  fellows  as  I  then 
was  $  the  devil  generally  not  omitting 
to  lay  fome  fnare  for  them  very  early : 
but  it  was  not  fo  with  me  j  I  firft  fell 
acquainted  with  the  mafter  of  a  fhip 
•who  had  been  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea, 
and  who,  having  had  very  good  fuc- 
cefs  there,  was  refolved  to  go  again  : 
this  captain,  taking  a  fancy  to  my  con- 
vtriation,  which  was  not  difagreeable 
at  that  time,  and  hearing  me  fay  I  had 
a  mind  to  fee  the  world,  told  me,  if  I 
would  go  the  voyage  with  him,  I  fhould 
be  at  no  expence ;  I  mould  be  his  mefs- 
mate,  and  his  companion  ;  and  if  J 
could  carry  any  thing  with  me,  I  mould 
have  all  the  advantage  of  it  that  the 
trade  would  admit ;  and  perhaps  I 
might  meet  with  fonie  encouragement. 
I  embraced  the  offet  $  and  entering 
into  a  ftrift  friendfhip  with  this  captain, 
who  was  an  honeft  plain-dealing  man, 
went  the  voyage  with  him,  and  carried 
a  fmall  adventure  with  me,  whichj  by 
the  difinterefled  honefty  of  my  friend 
the  captain,  I  i«creafed  very '.con  fider- 
ablyj  for  I  carried  about  40!.  in  i'uch 
toys  and  trifles  as  the  captain  directed 
me  to  buy.  This  40  1.  1  had  mullered 
together,  by  the  affiilance  of  fome  of 
my  relations  whom  I  correfponded 
with,  and  who,  1  believe,  got  my  fa- 
ther, or  at  lenft  my  mother,  to  con- 
tribute fo  much  as  that  to  my  full 
adventure. 

This  was  the  only  voyage  which  I 
may  lay  was  UiCCtfsful  in  all  my  ad- 
ventures, and  which  J  owe  to  the  in- 
tegrity and  honefty  of  my  friend  the 
captain  ;  under  whom  I  got  a  compe- 
tent knowledge  of  the  mathematicks, 
and  tiie  rules  of  navigation  ;  learned 
how  to  keep  an  account  of  the  fliip's 
courfc,  take  an  cb'ervation,  am),  in 
mort,  to  underftand  fume  things  that 
were  needful  to  be  umierltood  by  a 
tailor:  for,  as  he  took  delight  to  iniro- 
iU;;e  me,  1  took  delight  to  lc:ini  j  inul, 


in  a  word,  this  voyage  made  me  both 
a  failor  and  a  merchant  j  for  I  brought 
home  five  pounds  nine  ounces  of  gold- 
dull  for.  my  adventure,  which  yielded 
me  in  London,  at  my  return,  almolt 
300!.  and  this  filled  me  with  thole 
alpiring  thoughts  which  have  fmce  fo 
compleated  my  ruin. 

Yet,  even  in  this  voyage,  I  had 
misfortunes  too  j  particularly,  that  I 
was  continually  fick,  being'  thrown 
into  a  violent  calenture  by  the  exccffive 
heat  of  the  climate  ;  our  principal  trad- 
ing being  upon  the  coaft,  from  the 
lat.  of  15  deg.  N.  even  to  the  line  it- 
feif. 

I  was  now  fet  up  for  a  Guinea  tra- 
der j  and  my  friend,  to  my  great  tnis1- 
fortune,  dying  foon  after  his  .arrival, 
I  refolved  to  go  the  fame  voyage  again  5 
and  I  embarked  in  the  fame  vefTel  with 
one  who  was  his  mate  in  the  former 
voyage,  and  had  now  got  the  command 
of  the  (hip.  This  w;:s  the  unhappieit 
voyage  that  ever  man  made  j  for  though 
I  did  not  carry  quite  icql.  of  my  new- 
gained  wealth,  fo  that  I  had  2pol.left> 
and  which  I  lodged  with  my  friend's 
widow,  who  was  vcry.juft  to  me;  yet 
I  fell  into  terrible  misfortunes  in  this 
voyage  j  and  the  firft  was  this :  viz. 
our  fhip  making  her  courfe  toward* 
the  Canary  Iflands,  or  rather  between 
thofe  iflands  and  the  African  fhorej 
was  furprized  in  the  grey  of  the 
morning  by  a  Moorifh  rover  of  Salleej 
who  gave  chafe  to  us  with  all  the  fail 
me  could  make.  We  crouded  alfo  as 
much  canvas  as  our  yards  would 
fpread,  or  our  malts  carry,  tohavegot 
clear  j  but  finding  the  pirate  gained 
upon  us,  and  would  certainly  come 
up  with  us  in  a  few  hours,  we  prepar- 
ed to  fight;  our  fhip  leaving  twelve 
guns,  and  the  rover  eighteen.  About 
three  in  the  afternoon  he  came  up  with 
us,  and,  bringing  to,  by  miftake,  jull 
athwart  our  quarter,  in  IL-nd  of  athwart 
our  llcrn,  as  he  intended,  we  brought 
ei^-ht  of  our  guns  to  he:ir  on  that  fide, 
and  poured  in  a  bio.uMule  upon  him, 
which  made  him  fheer  off  a<',ain, 
returning  our  fire,  and  pouring  in  ailu 
his  final!  (hot  from  near  200  men  which 
he  had  on  board,  ii  '•<-•  had 

not  a  man  touched,  all  our  men  keep- 
ing cloic :  he  prepared  to  attack  us 
again,  and  we  to  defend  ourfcJvcs;  hist, 
laying  us'on  board  the  next  time  upon 
our  other  quarter,  he  en icred  ninety 

men 
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men  upon  our  decks,  who  immediately 
fell  to  cutting  mid  hacking  the  decks 
and  rigging.  V/e  plied  them  with 
imali  (hut,  half-pikes,  pow'<ter-chefts, 
and  luch  like,  and  cleared  our  deck 
of  them  twice.  However,  to  cut  (hurt 
this  melancholy  part  of  our  (lory,  our 
/hip  bmig  difabled,  and  three  of  our 
men  killed,  and  eight  wounded,  •  we 
were  obliged  to  yield  j  and  were  car- 
ried all  pri (oners  into  Sallee,  a  port  be.- 
longing  the  Moors. 

The  ufage  I  had  there  was  not  fe 
dreadful  as  at  fir  It  I  apprehended  ;  nor 
was  I  carried  up  the  country,  to  the 
emperor's  court,  as  the  reft  of  our  men 
were,  but  was  kept  by  the  captain  of 
the  rover,  as  his  proper  prize,  and 
made  his  flave,  being  young  and  nim- 
ble, and  tit  for  his  bufmefs.  At  this 
furprizingch»<nge  of  my  circumftances, 
from  a  merchant  to  a  miferable  (lave, 
I  was  perfectly  overwhelmed ;  and 
now  I  looked  back  upon  my  father's 
prophetick  difcourle  to  me,  that  I 
fhouid  be  miferable,  and  have  none 
to  relieve  me;  which  I  thought  was 
now  fo  effectually  brought  to  pal's, 
that  I  could  not  be  wor(e;  that  now 
the  hand  of  Heav-en  had  overtaken 
me,  and  I  was  undone  without  redemp- 
tion. But,  alas!  this  was  but  a  taite 
of  the  mifery  I  was  to  go  through, 
as  will  appear  in  the  fequel  of  this 
itory.  ' 

As  my  new  patron  or  matter  had 
taken  me  home  to  his  houfe,  fo  I  was 
in  hopes,  that  he  would  take  me  with 
him  when  he  went  to  fea  again,  be- 
lieving that  it  would  be  fome  time  or 
other  his  fate  to.be  taken  by  a  Spanifli 
or  Portugal  man  of  war  j  and  that  then 
I  (hould  be  fet  at  liberty.  But  this 
hope  of  mine  was  foon  taken  away  j 
for  when  he  went  to  fea,  he  left  me  on 
more  to  look  after  his  little  garden, 
and  do  the  drudgery  of  (laves  about 
his  houfe  j  and  when  he  came  home 
again  from  his  cruize,  he  ordered  me 
to  lie  in  the  cabin,  to  look  after  the 
ihip. 

Here  I  meditated  nothing  but  my 
efcape,  and  what  method  I  might 
take  to  effe6l  it  ;  but  found  no  way 
that  had  the  leatt  probability  in  it:  no- 
thing prefented  to  make  the  fuppoii- 
tion  of  it  rational ;  for  I  had  nobody 
to  communicate  it  to,  that  would  em- 
bark with  me  5  no  fellow- flave,  no 
ij  Irishman,  or  Seotfman 


there,  but  myfe'lf;  fo  that  for  tw<> 
years,  though  I  often  plcafed  myfelf 
with  the  imaginatjon,  yet  I  never  had 
the  leaft  encouraging  piofpect  of  put- 
ting it  in  practice. 

After  about  two  years,  an  odd  eir- 
curnitance  prefented  i  tic  if,  which  put 
the  old  thoughts  of  making  fome  at* 
tempt  for  my  liberty  again  in  my  head: 
my  patron  lying  at  home  longer  than 
iii'ual,  without  tilting  out  his  mip> 
wliic!;,  as  I  heard,  was  for  want  of 
money,  he  ufed  conftantly,  once  or 
twice  a  week,  fomctimes  oftener,  if 
the  weather  was  fair,  to  take  the  (hip's 
pinnace,  and  go  out  into  the  road  a 
hYningi  and  as  he  always  took  me 
and  a  young  Morefco  with  him  to  row 
the  boat,  we  made  him  very  merry, 
and  I  proved  very  dexterous  in  catch- 
ing fifh  j  inibmuch,  that  fometimes  he 
would  fend. me  with  a  Moor,  one  of 
his  kinfmen,  and  the  youth  the  Mo- 
refco, as  they  called  him,  to  catch  a 
difh  of  fifh  for  him. 

It  happened  one  time,  that  gQ«ng  a 
fifhing  with  him  in  a  calm  morning,  a 
fog  role  fo  thick,  that  thou.gh  we  were 
not  half  a  league  from  the  (hoie,  we 
loft  fight  of  it ;  and,  rowing  we  knew 
not  whither,  or  which  way,  we  labour- 
ed all  day,  and  ail  the  next  night;  and 
when  the  morning  came,  we  found 
we  had  pulled  off  to  fea,  inftead  of 
pulling  in  for  the  more,  and  that  we 
wereatleaft  two  leagues  from  the  land; 
however,  we  got  well  in  again,  though 
with  a  great  deal  of  labour,  and  fome 
danger,  for  the  wind  began  to  blowr 
pretty  frefh  in  the  morning  ;  but  par- 
ticularly we  were  all  very  hungry. 

But  our  patron,  warned  by  this  dif- 
after,  refolved  to  take  more  care  of 
himfelf  for  the  future;  and  having  ly- 
ing by  him  the  long-boat  ot  ourEng- 
li(h  Ihip  which  he  had  taken,  he  re- 
folved he  would  not  go  a  fifhing  any 
mure  without  a  compafsand  fomepro- 
viiion  :  fo  he  ordered  the  carpenter  of 
his  (hip,  who  was  aifo  an  Engiifh 
iiave,  to  build  a  little  date-room  or 
cabin  in  the  middle  of  the  long-boat, 
like  that  of  a  barge,  with  a  place  to 
ftand  behind  it  to  fteer,  and  haul  home 
the  main  Iheet ;  and  room  before  for  an 
hand  or  two  to  Hand  and  work  the 
fails.  She  failed  with  what  we  call 
a  (hculder-of-mutton  fail;  and  the 
boom  jibbed  over  the  top  of  the  cabin, 
which  lay  very  ihu°£  iuid  low,  and  had 
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in  it  room  for  him  to  lie,  with  a  flave  or 
two,  and  a  table  to  eat  on,  with  fome 
fmall  lockers  to  put  in  fome  bottles  of 
iuch  liquor  as  he  thought  fit  to  drink  ; 
particularly  his  bread,  rice,  and  coffee. 

We  went  frequently  out  with  this 
boat  a  fifhing  j  and  as  I  was  moft  dex- 
terous to  catch  fifh  for  him,  he  never 
went  without  me.  It  happened  one 
day,  that  he  had  appointed  to  go  out 
in  this  boat,  either  for  pleafure  or  for 
fim,  with  two  or  three  Moors  of  fome 
diftin&ion,  and  for  whom  he  had  pro- 
vided extraordinarily}  and  had  there- 
fore fent  on  board  the  boat  over  night 
a  larger  ftore  of  provisions  than  ufual ; 
and  had  catered  me  to  get  ready  three 
fofils  with  powder  and  {hot,  which  were 
«n  board  his  fhip j  for  that  they  defigned 
fome  fportof  fowling,  as  well  as  fiftiing. 

I  got  all  things  ready,  as  he  had 
directed}  and  waited  the  next  morning 
•with  the  boat  warned  clean,  her  an- 
cient and  pendants  out,  and  every 
thing  to  accommodate  hisguefts  j  when 
by  and  by  my  patron  came  on  board 
alone,  mid  told  me  his  guefts  had  put 
off  going,  upon  fome  bufinefs  that  fell 
out ;  and  ordered  me,  with  the  man 
and  boy,  as  ufual,  to  go  out  with  the 
boat,  and  catch  them  fome  fi(h,  for 
that  his  friends  were  to  fup  at  his 
houfej  he  commanded  me  too,  that  as 
foon  as  I  had  got  fome  fiflH,  I  mould 
bring  it  home  to  his  houl'e :  all  which 
I  prepared  to  do. 

This  moment  my  former  notions  of 
deliverance  darted  into  my  thoughts  j 
for  now  I  found  I  was  like  to  have  a 
little  fliip  at  my  command;  and  my 
rnafter  being  gone,  I  prepared  to  fur- 
jiifh  mylelf,  not  for  filing  bufinefs, 
but  .for  a  voyage  j  though  I  knew  not, 
neither  Hid  I  fo  much  as  confider,  whi- 
ther I  would  fteer  j  for  any  where  to 
get  out  of  that  place  was  my  way. 

My  n"rtt  contrivance  was  to  make 
*  pretence  to  fpeak  to  this  Moor,  to 
get  fomething  for  our  fubfiftence  on 
board  j  for  I  told  him  we  mult  not 
prefume  to  eat  of  our  patron's  bread  : 
he  faid,  that  was  true;  fo  he  brought 
a  large  bafket  of  mlk,  or  biicuit  of 
tfreir  kind,  and  three  jars  with  frefli 
water,  into  the  boat :  I  knew  where 
my  patron's  cafe  of  bottles  Hood,  which 
it  was  evident  by  the  make,  were  taken 
out  of  lome  Englilh  prize,  and  I  con- 
veyed them  into  the  boat,  while  the 
Moor  was  on  /hare,  as  if  they  had 


been  there  before  for  our  matter:  I 
conveyed  alfo  a  great  lump  of  bees- 
wax into  the  boat,  which  weighed 
about  half  an  hundred  weight,  with  a 
parcel  of  twine  or  thread,  an  hatchet, 
a  law,  and  an  hammer,  all  which  were 
of  great  ule  to  us  afterwards;  efpeci- 
ally  the  wax  to  make  candles.  Ano- 
ther trick  I  tried  upon  him,  which  he 
innocently  came  into  alfo:  his  name 
was  Ifmael,  whom  they  call  Muley, 
or  Moloy  j  fo  I  called  to  him,  *  Mo- 
Joy,*  laid  I,  *  our  patron's  guns  are 
all  on  board  the  boat :  can  you  not 
get  a  little  powder  and  (hot  ?  It  may 
be  we  may  kill  fome  aleamies  (a 
fowl  like  our  curlews)  forourfelves  j 
for  I  know  he  keeps  the  gunner's 
(lores  in  the  fhip.'— *  Yes,*  fays  he, 
I'll  bring  fome.'  Accordingly,  he 
brought  a  great  leather  pouch,  which 
held  about  a  pound  and  an  half  of 
powder,  or  rather  more ;  and  another 
with  mot,  that  had  five  or  fix  pounds, 
with  fome  bullets,  and  put  all  into  the 
boat :  at  the  fame  time  I  had  found 
fome  powder  of  my  matter's,  in  the 
great  cabin,  with  which  I  filled  one  of 
the  large  bottles  in  the  cafe,  which 
was  almoft  empty  ;  pouring  what  was 
in  it  into  another:  and  thus  furnifhed 
with  every  thing  needful,  we  failed 
out  of  the  port  to  fifh.  The  caftle, 
which  was  at  the  entrance  of  the  port, 
knew,  who  we  were,  and  took  no  no- 
tice of  us  ;  and  we  were  not  above  a 
mile  out  of  the  port,  before  we  hauled 
in  our  fail,  and  fat  us  down  to  fiftS. 
The  wind  blew  from  the  N.  N.  E. 
which  was  contrary  to  my  defire  j  for 
had  it  blown  foutherly,  I  had  been 
fure  to  have  made  the  coaft  of  Spain, 
and  at  leaft  reached  to  the  bay  of  Ca- 
diz ;  but  my  relblutions  were,  blow 
which  way  it  would,  I  would  be  gone 
from  that  horrid  place  where  1  was, 
and  leave  the  reft  to  fate. 

After  we  had  fifhed  lome  time,  and 
catched  nothing,  (for  when  I  had  fifth 
on  my  hook,  I  would  not  pull  them 
up,  that  he  might  not  fee  them)  I  laid 
to  the  Moor,  «  This  will  not  do;  our 
«  maftev  will  not  be  thus  ferved  ;  we 
f  mud  Itand  farther  oft'.'  He,  thinking 
no  harm,  agreed  5  and  being  in  the 
head  of  the  boat,  let  the  fails  ;  and  as 
I  had  the  helm,  I  ran  the  boat  out  near 
a  league  farther,  and  then  brought  her 
to,  as  if  I  would  filh  ;  when,  giving  the 
boy  the  helm,.  I  fteppcd.  forward  to 

where 


flak-  I1J. 


l 


ROBINSON    CRUSOE. 


whtre  the  Moor  was ;  and,  making  as 
if  I  Hooped  for  fomething  behind  him, 
I  took  him  by  furprize  with  my  arm 
under  his  twift,  and  tofled  him  clear 
over-board  into  the  fea;  he  rofe  im- 
mediately, for  he  fwam  like  a  cork, 
and  called  to  me,  begging  to  be  taken 
in,  and  told  me  he  would  go  all  over 
the  world  with  me  :  he  fwam  fo  ftrong 
after  the  boat,    that  he  would    have 
reached  me  very  quickly,  there  being 
but  little  wind;  upon  which  I  ftepped 
into  the  cabin,  and  fetching  one  of  the 
fowling-pieces,  I  prefented  it  at  him, 
and  told  him,  I  had  done  him  no  hurt, 
and,  if  he  would  be  quiet,  I  would 
do   him  none :  '  But,"  faid   I,    f  you 
fwim  well  enough  to  reach  the  more, 
and  the  fea  is  calm ;  make  the  beft 
of  your  way  to  the  more,  and  I  will 
do  you  no  harm ;  but  if  you  come 
near  the  boat,  I  will  (hoot  you  thro' 
the  head  ;  for  I  am  refolved  to  have 
my  liberty/     So  he  turned  himfelf 
about,  and  fwam  for  the  more ;  and  I 
make  no  doubt  but  he  reached  it  with 
eafe,  for  he  was  an  excellent  fwimmer. 
I  could  have  been  content  to  have 
taken  this  Moor  with  me,  and.  have 
drowned  the  boy;  but  there  was  no 
venturing  to  truft  him  :  when  he  was 
gone,  I  turned  to  the  boy,  whom  they 
called  Xury,  and  faid  to  htm,  *  Xury, 
if  you  will  be  faithful  to  me,  I  will 
make  you  a  great  man ;  but  if  you 
will  not  ftroke  your  face  to  be  true 
to  me,  that  is,  fwear  by  Mahomet 
and  his  father's  beard,  I  muft  throw 
you   into   the  fea  too.*      The   boy 
fmiled  in  my  face,  and  fpoke  fo  inno- 
cently, that  I  could  not  miftruft  him  ; 
and  fwore  to  be  faithful  to  me,  and  go 
all  over  the  world  with  me. 

While  I  was  in  the  view  of  the 
Moor  that  was  fwimming,  I  flood 
out  direftly  to  fea,  with  the  boat  ra- 
ther ftretching  to  windward,  that  they 
might  think  me  gone  towards  the 
Streights  Mouth,  (as  indeed  any  one 
that  had  been  in  their  wits  muft  have 
been  fuppofed  to  doj)  for  who  would 
have  fuppofed  we  were  failed  on  to  the 
fouthward,  to  the  truly  Barbarian  coalt, 
where  whole  nations  of  Negroes  were 
fure  to  furround  us  with  their  canoes, 
and  deltroy  us  ;  where  we  could  never 
once  go  on  more,  but  we  fhould  be 
devoured  by  favage  beads,  or  roor« 
meroilefs  favages  of  human  kind. 


But  as  foon  as  it  grew  dufk  Jn  th« 
evening,  I  changed  my  courfe,  and 
fteered  directly  S.  and  by  E.  bending 
my  courfe  a  little  towards  the  E.  that 
I  might  keep  in  with  the  more  ;  and 
having  a  fair  frefli  gale  of  wind,  and  a 
fmocth  quiet  fea,  I  made  fuch  fail, 
that  I  believe  by  the  next  day  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  I  firft 
made  the  land,  I  could  not  be  lefti 
than  150  miles  fouth  of  Sallee,  quite 
beyond  the  Emperor  of  Morocco's  do- 
minions, or  indeed  of  any  other  king 
thereabouts,  for  we  faw  no  people. 

Yet  fuch  was  the  fright  I  had  taken 
at  the  Moors,  and  the  dreadful  ap- 
preheniions  I  had  of  falling  into  their 
hands,  that  I  would  not  Itop,  or  go 
on  more,  or  come  to  an  anchor,  (the 
wind  continuing  fair)  till  I  had  failed 
in  that  manner  five  days ;  and  then 
the  wind  mifting  to, the  fouthward,  I 
concluded  alfo,  that  if  any  of  our  vef- 
fels  were  in  chace  of  me,  they  alfo 
would  now  give  over ;  fo  1  ven- 
tured to  make  to  the  coaft,  and  came  to 
an  anchor  in  the  mouth  of  a  little 
river,  I  knew  not  what  or  where  ;  nei- 
ther what  latitude,  what  country,  what 
nation,  or  what  river  :  I  neither  faw, 
or  defired  to  fee,  any  people;  the  prin- 
cipal thing  I  wanted  was  frefh  water. 
We  came  into  this  creek  in  the  evening, 
refolving  to  fwim  on  fliore  as  foon  as 
it  was  dark,  and  difcover  the  country; 
but  as  foon  as  it  was  quite  dark,  we 
heard  fuch  dreadful  noifes  of  the  bark- 
ing, roaring,  and  howling  of  wild 
creatures,  of  we  knew  not  what  kind?, 
that  the  poor  boy  was  ready  to  die 
with  fear,  and  begged  of  me  not  to  go 
on  more  till  day.  «  Well,  Xury,'  faid 
I,  '  then  I  won't ;  but  it  may  be  we 

*  may  fee  men  by  day,  who  will  be  as 

*  bad  to  us  as  thofe  lions :' — 'Then  we 
'  may  give  them  the  moot  gun,1  fays 
Xury,    laughing,    *  make   them   run, 
«  way;'  fuch  Englim  Xury  fpoke  by 
converfing  among  us  (laves.     How- 
ever,   I  was   glad  to  fee   the  boy   fo 
chearful,  and  I  gave  him  a  dram   out 
of  our  patron's  cafe  of    bottles,  to 
chear  him  up:  after  all,  Xuiy's   ad- 
vice was  good,  and    I  took  it  j    we 
dropped  our  little  anchor,  and  lay  dill 
all  night;  I  fay,   layftill,  forweflept 
none  ;  for  in  two  or  three  hours  we 
faw  va(l  great  creatures,  we  knew  not 
what  to  «all  them,    of  many    forts, 

come- 
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come  down  to  the  Tea  fhore,  and  run 
into  the  water,  wallowing  and  \v  a  Hi- 
ing  themfelves,  for  the  pleafure  of 
cooling  thtniftlvcs  ;  and  they  made 
fuch  hideous  howlim-s  and  ye! lings, 
that  I  never  indeed  heard  the  like. 

Xury  was  dreadfully  frighted,  .and 
indeed  ib  was  I  too  :  but  we  were  both 
worfe  frighted  when  we  heard  one 
mighty  creature  come  fwirruning  to- 
wards our  boat ;  we  could  not  fee  him, 
but  we  might  hear  him  by  his  blow- 
ing, to  h;-  a  monttrous,  huge,  and 
furious  beaft ;  Xury  faid  it  was  a  lion, 
and  it  mijjfnt  be  for  au^ht  I  know  : 
poor  Xmy  cried  out  to  me  to  weigh 
the  anchor,  and  row  away.  «  No,1  fays 
I,  '  Xury,  we  can  flip  our.cable  with 
4  a  bnoy  to  it,  and  go  to  fea  :  they 
«  cannot  follow  us  far.'  I  had  no 
fooner  laid  ib,  but  I  perceived  the 
creature  (whatever  it  was)  within  two 
oars  length,  which  fbmething  furpriz- 
cd  me  $  however,  I  immediately  Hepped 
to  the  cabin-door,  and  taking  up  my 
gun,  fired  at  him  ;  upon  which  he  im- 
mediarely  turned  about,  and fwam  to- 
wards I  he  fhore  again.  • 

But  it  was  not  poflibJe  to  defcribe 
the  horrible  noifes,  and  hideous  cries 
and  howl  ings,  that  were  railed,  as 
•well  upon  the  edge  of  the  fhore,  as 
higher  within  the  country,  upon  the 
noite  or  report  of  a  gun,  a.  thing  I 
have  fome  reafon  to  believe  thofe  crea-' 
tures  had  never  heard  before.  This 
convinced  me,  that  there  was  no  go- 
ing on  fhore  for  us  in  the  night  upon 
that  coatt  ;  and  how  to  venture  on 
fhore  in  the  day,  was  another  question 
too;  for,  to  have  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  any  of  the  favages,  had  been  as  bad 
as -to  have  fallen  into  the  paws  of  lions 
and  tigers ;  at  leaft,  we  were  equally 
appcehcnfive  of  the  danger  of  it. 

•Be  that  as  it  would,  we  were  oblig- 
ed to  go  on  fhore  fome  where  or  other  for 
wa-ter,  for  we  had  not  a  pint  left  in 
;.t  j  when  or  where  to  get  to  it, 
was  the  point:  Xuiy  faid,  if  I  would 
ie-t  him  go  on  fhore  with  one  of  the 
j^rs,  he  would  find  if  there  was  any 
wHier,  and  bring  fome  to  me.  I  alk- 
cd  him,  why  he  wouM  go  5  why  I 
fhould  not  go,  and  he  tiny  in  the  ijoat. 
The  boy  anfwered  with  ib  much  af- 
fection, that  made  me  love  him  ever 
fays  he,  *  If  wild  mans  comr, 
'  they  eat  me,  you  go  way.' — '  Well, 
*  Xury,'  fuid  i  ;  •  w«  will  both  go. 


f  and  if  the  wild  mans  come,  we  will 
1  kill  them;  they  mail  cat  neither  of 
*  us."  So  I  gave  Xury  a  piece  of  rulk. 
bread  to  eat,  and  a  drain  out  of  our 
patron's  cafe  of  bottles,  which  ] 
tiuncd  before,  and  we  hauled  the  boat  in 
as  near  fhore  as  we  thought  was  proper, 
and  waded  on  more,  carrying  nothing 
but  our  arms  and  two  jars  for  water. 

I  did  not  care  to  go  out  of  light  of 
the  boat,  fearing  the  coming  of  the 
canoes  with  favages  down  the  river  : 
but  the  boy,  feemgalow  place,  alxmt 
a  mile  up  the  country,  rambled  to  it, 
and  by  and  by  I  faw  him  conn:  run- 
•  wards  me:' I  thought  he  wa» 
purfued  by  fome  favagc,  or  frighted 
with  fome  wild  beaft,  and  I  ran  for- 
ward towards  h^n,  to  help  him  j  bur 
when  I  came  nearer  to  him,  I  faw  fome- 
thing  hanging  over  his  moulders, 
which  was  a  creature  that  he  had  (hot, 
like  a  hare,  but  different  in  colour, 
and  longer  -legs}  however,  we  were 
very  glad  of  it,  and  it  was  very  good 
meat :  but  the  great  joy  that  poor  Xury 
came,  with,  was  to  tell  me  he  had 
found  good  water,  and  feen  no  wild 
mans. 

But  we  found  afterwards,  that  w« 
need  not  take  .fuch  pains  tor  v 
for  a  little  higher  up  the  creek  where 
we  were,  we  found  the  water  frefh 
when  the  tide  was  out,  which  flows  but 
a  little  way  up  ;  fo  we  filled  our  jars, 
and  fealted  on  the  hare  we  had  killed, 
and  prepared  to  go  on  our  way,  hav-' 
ing  feen  no  footfteps  of  any  lit:  in  an 
creature  in  that  part  of  the  country. 

As  I  had  been  one  voyage  to  this 
coaft  before,  I  knew  very  well,  tint 
the  iflands  of  the  Canaries,  and  the 
Cape  de  Verd  iflands  aifo,  lay  not  far 
off f ram  thecoall :  butasl  hacfnoinftru- 
ments  to  take  an  observation  to  l.now 
what  latitmle  we  were  in,  and  did  not 
exactly  know,  or  at  lealt  not  remem- 
ber, what  latitude  they  were  in,  I 
knew  not  where  to  look  for  them,  or 
when  to  ftand  off  to  fea  towards  them, 
otherwife  I  might  now  eaiily  have 
found  fome  of  thefe  iflands.  But  my 
hope  was,  that  if  I  ftood  along  this  coalt 
till  I  came  to  that  part  where  ti. 
glifh  traded,  I  fliould  find  fome  o 
vefTels  upon  their  ulual  delicti  of  trade, 
that  would  relieve  and  lake  us  in. 

By  the  .beft  of  my  calculation,  the 
place  where  I  now  was,   mult  be  thut 
ccui.try  which,  lying  between  the  Em- 
peror 
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peror  of  Morocco's  dominions  and  the 
Negroes,  lies  wafte  and  uninhabited, 
except  by  wild  beafts  ;  the  Negroes 
having  abandoned  it,  and  gone  farther 
fouth,  for  fear  of  the  Moors ;  and  the 
Moors  not  thinking  it  worth  inha- 
biting, by  reafon  of  it's  barrennefs; 
and,  indeed,  both  forfaking  it  becaufe 
of  the  prodigious  numbers  of  tigers, 
lions,  leopards,  and  other  furious  crea- 
tures which  harbour  there  ;  fo  that  the 
Moors  ufc  it  for  their  hunting  only, 
where  they  go  like  an  army,  two  or 
three  thoufand  men  at  a  time  :  and  in- 
deed for  ncnr  an  hundred  miles  toge- 
ther upon  this  coaft,  we  faw  nothing 
but  a  watte  uninhabited  country  by 
day,  and  heard  nothing  but  howlings 
and  roarings  of  wild  beafts  by  night. 

Once  or  twice,  m  the  day-time,  I 
thought  I  faw  the  Pico  of  Teneriffe, 
being  the  high  top  of  the  mountain 
Teneriffe,  in  the  Canaries  j  and  had  a 
great  mind  to  venture  out,  in  hopes  of 
reaching  thither;  but,  having  tried 
twice,  I  was  forced  in  again  by  con- 
trary winds,  the  fea  alfo  going  too 
high  for  my  little  vefTel ;  fo  I  refolved 
to  purfue  my  fir  ft  defign,  and  keep 
along  the  more. 

Several  times  we  were  obliged  to 
land  for  frefh  water,  after  we  had  left 
this  place  j  and  once  in  particular,  be- 
ing early  in  the  morning,  we  came  to 
an  anchor  under  a  little  point  of  land, 
which  was  pretty  high  ;  and  the  tide 
beginning  to  flow,  we  lay  ftill  to  go 
farther  in.  Xury,  whofe  eyes  were 
more  about  him'than,  it  feems,  mine 
were,  calls  foftly  to  me,  and  tells  me, 
that  we  had  bed  go  farther  off  the 
fhorej '  For,'  fayshe, f  look!  yonder  lies 

*  a  dreadful  monileron  the  lideof  that 

*  hillock,  fall  afleep.'     I  looked  where 
he  pointed,  and  faw  a  dreadful  mon- 
rter  indeed  j  for  it  was  a  terrible  great 
lion,  that  lay  on  the  fide  of  the  fhore, 
under  the  (hade  of  a  piece  of  the  hill, 
that  hung  as  it 'were  a  little  over  him. 

*  Xury,'  faid  I,  *  you  fliall  go  on  fliore 

*  and  kill  him.'    Xury  looked  fright- 
ed, and  faid,  «  Me  kill  !  he  eat  me  at 
e  one  mouthj'  one  mouthful,  he  meant : 
however,  I  faid  no   more  to  the  boy, 
but  bade  him  be  ftill,  and  took  our 
biggeft  gun,  which  was  almoft    muf- 
quet  bore,  and  loaded  it  with  a  good 
charge  of  powder,  and  with  two  flugs, 
and  laid  it  down  ;  then  I  loaded  an* 
other  gun  with  two  bullets,  and  the 


third  (for  we  had  three  pieces)  I  load- 
ed with  five  fmalier  bullets.  I  took  the 
bed  aim  I  could  with  the  firft  piece  to 
have  fhot  him  in  the  head  j  but  he  lay 
fo  with  his  leg  raifed  a  little  above  his 
nofe,  that  the  flug  hit  his  leg  about 
the  knee,  and  broke  the  bone.  Us 
ftarted  up,  growling  at  firit  j  but  find- 
ing his  leg  broke,  fell  down  again, 
and  then  got  up  upon  three  legs,  and 
gave  the  moft  hideous  roar  that  I  ever 
heard.  I  was  a  little  furprized  that  I 
had  not  hit  him  on  the  head;  however, 
I  took  up  the  fecond  piece  immediate- 
ly, and  though  he  began  to  move  off,- 
fired  again,  and  fhot  him  in  the  head, 
and  had  the  pleafure  to  fee  him  dropj 
and  making  but  little  noife,  he  lay 
firuggling  for  life.  Then  Xury  took 
heart,  and  would  have  me  let  him  go 
on  more.  <  Well,  go,'  faid  I.  So  the 
boy  jumped  into  the  water,  and  tak- 
ing the  little  gun  in  one  hand,  fwam. 
to  the  fliore  with  the  other  hand  j  and 
coming  clofe  to  the  creature,  put  the 
muzzle  of  the  piece  to  his  ear,  and  fhot 
him  in  the  head  again,  which  dif- 
patched  him  quite. 

This  was  game  indeed  to  us,  but 
this  was  no  food  ;  and  I  was  very  for- 
ry  to  lofe  three  charges  of  powder  and 
(hot,  upon  a  creature  that  was.  good 
for  nothing  to  us.  However,  Xury 
faid,  he  would  have  fome  of  him  j  fo 
he  comes  on  board,  and  afked  me  to 
give  him  the  hatchet.  '  For  what, 
'  Xury?'  faid  I.  <  Me  cut  off  his 
«  head/ faid  he.  However,  Xury  could 
not  cut  off  his  head  ;  but  he  cut  off  a 
foot,  and  brought  it  with  him,  and  it 
was  a  monftrous  great  one. 

I  bethought  myfelf,  however,  that 
perhaps  the  Ikin  of  him  might,  one 
way  or  other,  be  of  fome  value  to  us  ; 
and  I  refolved  to  take  off  his  fkin,  if 
I  could.  So  Xury  and  I  went  to  work 
with  him  ;  but  Xury  was  much  the 
better  workman  at  it,  for  I  knew  very 
ill  how  to  do  it.  Indeed,  it  took  us 
up  (both)  the  whole  day ;  but  at  laft 
we  got  off  the  hide  of  him,  and  fpread- 
ing  it  on  the  top  of  our  cabin,  the  fun 
effectually  dried  it  in  two  days  time, 
and  it  afterwards  ferved  me  to  lie  upon. 

After  this  ftop,  we  made  on  to  the 
fouthward  continually  for  ten  or  twelve 
days,  living  very  fparingly  on  our  pro- 
viiions,  which  began  to  abate  very 
much  ;  and  going  no  oftener  in  to  the 
Ihore  than  we  were  obliged  to  for 
C  frefti 
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frefh  water.  My  defign  in  this  was, 
to  make  the  river  Gambia  or  Senegal, 
th;it  is  to  fay,  any  where  about  the 
Cape  de  Vent,  where  1  was  in  hopes 
•rwith  feme  European  fhip;  and 
it"  I  did  not,  I  knew  not  what  c 
had  to  take,  but  to  feck  for  theilhnds, 
or  peri/h  tliere  among  the  Negroes.  I 
knew  tint  all  the  (hips  from  Europe, 
vhich  failed  either  to  the  coalt  of 
Guinea,  or  to  Brazil,  or  to  the  l.v.Ut 
Indies,  made  this  c.^pe,  or  thofe 
iflands  ;  and,  in  a  word,  I  put  the 
whole  of  my  fortune  upon  this  fmgle 
point,  either  that  I  mult  meet  with 
ibme  fhip,  or  muftpenfh. 

When  I  had  purfued  this  refolti- 
tion  about  ten  days  longer,  as  t  (aid, 
I  began  to  ice  that  the  land  was  in- 
habited 5  and  in  two  or  three  places, 
as  we  failed  by,  v/e  faw  people  Itand 
aipon  the  more  to  look  at  us;  we 
could  alfo  perceive  they  were  quite 
Hack,  and  ftark  naked.  I  was  once 
inclined  to  have  gone  on  Hi  ore  to  themj 
but  Xury  was  my  better  counfellor, 
and  laid  to  me,  '  No  go,  no  go  !'  How- 
ever, I  hauled  in  nearer  the  fhore,  that 
I  might  talk  to  them,  and  I  found 
they  ran  along  the  fhore  by  me  a  good 
•way.  I  obferved  they  had  no  wea- 
pons in  their  hands,  except  one,  who 
had  a  long  flender  ftick,  which  Xury 
laid  was  a  l^ance,  and  that  they  would 
throw  them  a  great  way  with  good 
aim  ;  fo  I  kept  at  a  di  fiance,  but 
talk-.-d  with  them  by"  figns  as  well 
as  I  could,  and  particularly  made 
figns  tor  fomething  to  eat.  They 
beckoned  (o  me  to  itop  my  boat,  and 
they  would  fetch  me  fome  meat.  Upon 
this  I  lowered  the  top  of  my  fail,  and 
lay  by  ;  and  two  of  them  ran  up  into 
the  country,  and  in  lefs  than  half  an 
hour  came  back,  and  brought  with 
them  two  pieces  of  dry  flefh,  and  fome 
corn,  fuch  as  is  the  produce  of  their 
country  ;  but  we  neither  knew  what 
the  one  or  the  other  was ;  however, 
•we  were  willing  to  accept  it.  .But 
how  to  come  at  it,  was  our  next  dif- 
pute;  for  I  was  not  for  venturing  on 
fliore  to  them,  and  they  were  as  much 
afraid  of  us:  but  they  took  a  fafe  way 
for  us  all  ;  for  they  brought  it  to  the 
fhore,  an-.l  laid  it  down,  and  went  and 
ftood  a  gre;.t  way  off,  till  we  fetched 
it  on  board,  and  then  'come  clofe  to 
us  again. 

We  mnde  G?ns  of  thanks  to  them, 


for  we  had  nothing  lo  make  them  a- 
mends  :  but  an  opportunity 
that  very  inrtant,  to  oblige  them  won- 
derfully ;  for  while  we  were  lying  by 
the  fhore,  came  two  mighty  creatures, 
one  pui  fuing  the  otln  >ok  it) 

with  great  fury,  from  the  mountains  to- 
wardsthefea  :  whetheritwas  the  male 
purfuing  the  female,  or  whether  they 
were  in  .'port  or  in  rage,  we  could  not 
tell, any  more  than  wecould  tell  whether 
it  was  ufual  or  ftrange ;  but  I  believe 
it  was  the  latter;  becaufe,  in  the  firlt 
place,  thofe  ravenous  creature*  feldom/ 
appear  but  in  the  night;  and,  in  the 
fecond  place,  we  found  the  people  ter- 
ribly frighted,  efpecially  the  women. 
The  man  that  had  the  lance  or  dai  t  did 
not  fly  from  them,  but  the  re  It  did  }. 
however,  as  the  two  creatures  ran  di- 
rectly into  the  water,  they  did  not 
feem  to  offer  to  fall  upon  the  Negroes r 
but  plunged  themfelves  into  the  fea, 
and  fwam  about  as  if  they  had  come 
for  their  diverfion  :  at  laft  oue  of  them 
began  to  come  nearer  our  boat  than  at 
firll  I  expected  ;  but  I*  lay  ready  for 
him;  for  I  had  loaded  my  gun  with 
all  poflible  expedition,  and  bid  Xury 
lo'ad  both  the  other.  As  foon  as  he 
came  fairly  within  my  reach,  I  fired, 
and  (hot  him  directly  in  the  head  ; 
immediately  he  funk  down  into  the 
water,  but  role  inltantly,  and  plunged 
up  and  down  as  if  he  was  ftrugghng 
for  life  ;  and  fo  indeed  he  was.  He  im- 
mediately made  to  the  fliore;  but  be- 
tween the  wound,  which  was  his  mol^i 
hurt,  and  the  ftranglingof  the  water,  he 
died  juft  before  he  reached  the  fliore. 

It  is  impoffible  to  exprefs  the  alto- 
nifhment  of  thefe  poor  creatures  at 
the  noife  and  fire  of  my  gun  ;  fome  of 
them  were  ready  even  to  die  for  fear, 
and  fell  down  as  dead  with  the  very 
terror:  but  when  they  law  the  crea- 
ture dead  and  funk  into  the  water,  and 
that  I  made  figns  to  them  to  come  to 
the  fhore,  they  took  heart,  and  came 
to  the  fhore,  and  began  to  fearch  for 
the  creature.  I  found  him  by  his  blood 
flaming  the  water,  and  by  the  help  of 
a  rope,  Which  I  Hung  round  him,  and 
gave  the  Negroes  to  haul,  they  dragged 
him  on  fliore,  and  found  it  was  a  molt 
curious  leopard,  fpotted  and  fine  to 
an  admirable  degree  ;  and  the  N. 
held  up  their  hands  with  admiration, 
to  think  what  it  was  I  killed  him  with. 

The  pther  creature,   flighted  with 

the 
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nhc  fialli  of  fire,  ami  the  noife  of  the 
gun,  fwam  to  the  fliore,  and  ran  up 
directly  to  the  mountains,  from  which 
they  came,  nor  could  I  at  that  diftance 
know  what  it  was.  I  found  quickly 
the  Negroes  were  for  eating  the  flefh  of 
this  creature  ;  fo  I  was  willing  to  have 
them  take  it  as  a  favour  from  me, 
which  when  I  made  figns  to  them,  that 
they  might  take  it,  they  were  very 
thankful  for.  Immediately  they  fell 
to  work  wjth  him  ;  and  though  they 
had  no  knife,  yet  with  a  fharpened 
piece  of  wood,  they  took  off  his  fkin 
as  readily,  nay  much  more  readily  than 
-we  would  have  done  with  a  knife; 
<thry  offered  me  fome  of  the  flefli, 
which  I  declined,  making  as  if  I  would 
give  it  them;  but  made  figns  for  the 
Jlkin,  which  they  gave  me  very  freely, 
r.nc!  brought  me  a  great  deal  more  of 
their  provifion,  which,  though  I  did 
not  underttand,  yet  I  accepted.  Then 
I  made  figiis  to  them  for  ibme  water, 
and  held  out  or.e  of  my  jars  to  them, 
turning  it's  bottom  upward,  to  fhew 
that  it  was  empty,  and  that  I  wanted 
to  have  it  filled  :  they  called  -imme- 
diately to  fome  of  their  friends,  and 
there  came  two  women,  and  brought 
a  great  veilel  made  of  earth,  and  burnt, 
as  I  fuppofe,  in  the  fun  ;  this  they 
fet  down  for  me,  as  before,  and  I 
lent  Xury  on  ftuVe  with  my  jars,  and 
filled  them  all  three.  The  women 
were  as  ftark  naked  as  the  men. 

I  was  now  iurn:fked  with  roots  and 
corn,  fuch  as  it  was,  and  water  ;  and 
leaving  my  friendly  Negroes,  I  made 
forward  tor  about  eleven  days  more, 
without  oifering  to  go  near  the  more, 
till  I  law  the  land  run  out  a  great 
length  into  the  fea  at  about  the diftance 
of  four  or  five  leagues  before  me;  and 
the  fea  being  very  calm,  I.  kept  a  large 
ofiirrg  to  make  this  point;  at  length, 
doubling  the  point  at  about  two  leagues 
from  the  land,  I  law  plainly  land 
on  the  other  fide  to  fea-ward  ;  then  I 
concluded,  as  it  was  rnoft  certain  in- 
deed, that  this  was  the  Cape  de  Verd, 
and  thofe  the  i  (lands  called  from  thence 
Cape  de  Verd  lilands.  However,  they 
were  at  a  great  dittance,  and  I  could 
not  well  tell  what  I  had  belt  to  do; 
for  if  I  mould  be  taken  with  a  frefh 
of  wind,  I  might  neither  reach  one  or 
ether. 

In  this  dilemma,  as  I  was  very  pen- 
five,  I  Hepped  into  the  cabin,  and  let 


me  down,  Xury  having  the  helm ; 
when  on  a  hidden  the  boy  cried  out, 
'  Matter,  matter,  a  fh'ip  was  a  fail  !* 
and  the  fooii.1i  boy  was  frighted  out 
of  his  wits,  thinking  it  muft  needs  be 
fome  of  his  matter's  flaps  lent  to  purfue 
us,  when  I  knew  we  were  gotten  far 
enough  out  of  their  reach.  I  jumped 
out  of  the  cabin,  and  immediately 
faw  not  only  the  /hip,  but  what  fLe 
was  ;  viz.  that  it  was  a  Portugueze 
fliip;  and,  as  I  thought,  was  bound 
to  the  coaft  of  Guinea  for  Negroes. 
But  when  I  obferved  the  courfe  me 
fleered,  I  was  foon  convinced  they 
were  bound  fome  other  way,  and  did 
not  defign  to  go  any  nearer  the  more  j 
upon  which  I  ftretched  out  to  fea  as 
much  as  I  could,  refolvmg  to  fpeak 
with  them,  if  pofTible. 

With  all  the  fail  I   could  make,  I 

found  I  fhould  not  be  able  to  come  in 

their  way,   but   that  they  would    be 

gone  by  before  I  could  make  any  fignal 

to  them  3   but  after  I  had  crowded  10 

'  the  utmoft,  and  began  to  defpair,  they, 

it  leems,  faw  me  by  the  help  of  their 

peripeclive-glafles,    and    that    it    was 

fome  European  boat,  which  they  fup- 

poled  mult  belong  to   fome'  (hip  that 

was  lott  ;  fo  tliey  ihortened  fail  to  let 

me  come  up.     1  was  encouraged  with 

th  ,  ;  and  as  I  had  my  patron's  ancient 

on  board,  I  made  a  waft  of  it  to  them 

for  a  fignal   of  dittrefs>    and  fired  a 

gun,   both   which  they  law  j   for  they 

told  me  they  faw  the  fmoke,  though, 

they  did  not  hear  the  gun  :  upon  thefe 

lignals  they  very  kindly  brought  to, 

and  lay  by  for  me, -and  in  about  three 

hours  time  I  came  up  with  them. 

They  afked  me  what  I  was,  in  Por- 
tugueze, and  in  Spaniih,and  in  Fixnch, 
but  I  underttood  none  of  them  ;  but 
at  latt,  a  Scots  fail  or,  who  w.;s  on 
board,  called  to  me,  and  I  aniwcred 
him,  and  told  him  I  was  an  En- 
giimman,  that  had  made  my  efcape 
out  ot'  liavery  from  the  Moors  at  Sal- 
lee;  then  they  bid  me  come  on  b 
and  very  kindly  took  me  in,  and  all 
my  goods. 

It  was  an  inexpreifible  joy  to  me, 
anyone  will  believe,  that  1  was  thus 
delivered,  as  I  efteemed  it,  from  fuch 
a  miferable  and  aimoft  hopelefs  con- 
dition as  I  was  in:  I  immediately  of- 
fered all  I  had  to  the  captain  of  the 
fhip,  as  a  return  for  my  deliverance  ; 
but  he  generouily  told  me,  he  would 
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*ake  nothing  from  me,  but  that  all  I  had 

fhould  be  delivered  fate  to  me  when  I 

came  to  the  Brazils.    «  For,'  fays  hr, 

I  have  faved  your  life  on  no  other 

terms,  than  as  I  would  be  glad  to  be 

faved  myfelf  j  and  it  may  one  time 

or  other  be  my  lot  to  be  taken  up  in 

the  fame  condition  :  befides,'  fays  he, 

when  I  carry  you  to  the  Brazils,  fo 

great  a  way  from  your  own  country, 

if   I    fiiould    take    from  you  .what 

little  you  have,  you  will  be   ftarved 

there,  and  then   I  only  take  away 

that  life  I  have  given.    No,  no,"1  fays 

it,    '  Signior  Ingiife,   (Mr.  Knglifh- 

man),  I  would  carry  you  thither  in 

charity ;   and  thefe  things  will  help 

you  to  buy  your  fubfiftence  there, 

and  your  pafTage  home  again.' 

As  he  was  charitable  in  this  propo- 

fal,  fo  he  was  juft  in  the  performance 

to  a  tittle  ;  for  he  ordered  the  feamen, 

that  none  mould    offer  to  touch  any 

thing  I  had  j  then  he  took  every  thing 

into  his  own  pofTefnon,  and  ga,ve  me 

back  an  exa&  inventory  of  them,  that 

I  might  have  them  again,  even  fo  much 

as  my  three  earthen  jars. 

As  to  my  boat,  it  was  a  very  good 
one,  and  that  he  faw  j  and  told  me  he 
would  buy  it  of  me  for  the  (hip's  ufe, 
and  afked  me  what  I  would  have  for 
it.  I  told  him  he  had  been  fo  gene- 
rous to  me  in  every  thing,  that  I  could 
not  offer  to  make  any  price  of  the  boat, 
but  left  it  entirely  to  him  ;  upon 
which  he  told  me  he  would  give  me  a 
note  of  his  hand  to  pay  me  eighty 
pieces  of  tight  for  it  at  Brazil  j  and 
when  it  came  there,  if  any  one  offered 
to  give  more,  he  vs-ould  make  it  up~: 
he  offered  n.c  alfo  l;xty  pieces  of  ei^ht 
more  for  my  boy  Xury, which  I  was  ioth 
to  take  ;  not  that  I  was  not  willing  to 
let  the  captain  have  him,  but  I  was  very 
loth  to  fell  ihe  poor  boy's  liberty,  who 
had  a  (lifted  me  fo  faithfully  in  pro- 
curing ury  own.  However,  when  I 
let  him  know  r,y  realcn,  he  owned  it 
to  be  juft,  and  offered  me  this  medium, 
that  he  would  give  the  boy  an  < 
tion  to  lit  him  free  in  ten  years,  if  he 
turned  Chnttuin.  iJpon  this,  and  Xu- 
ry fayii.g  he  was  willing  to  go  to  him, 
I  It  f  the  captain  have  him. 

We  had  a  very  good  voyage  to  the 
Brazils,  and  arrived  in  the  Bay  ds  todos 
loj  Santos,  or  All-Saints  Bay,  in  alxuit 
twenty-two  days  after.  And  now  I 
was  once  more  delivered  from  the  mod 


•miferable  of  all  conditions  of  life; 
and  what  to  do  next  with  myfelf,  I 
was  to  confider. 

The  generous  treatment  the  captain 
gave  me,  I  c;m  never  enough  remem- 
ber: he  would  take  nothing  of  me 
for  mypafTage,  gave  me  twenty  ducats 
for  the  leopard's  (kin,  and  forty  for 
the  lion's  fkin,  which  1  had  in  the  boat, 
and  caufed  every  thing  I  had  in  the  (hip 
to  be  punctually  delivered  me,  and  what 
I  was  willing  to  fell,  he  bought  j  fnch 
as,  the  cafe  of  bottles,  two  of  my  guns, 
and  a  piece  of  the  lump  of  bees  wax, 
for  I  had  made  candles  of  the  reft :  in 
a  word,  I  m:ide  about  two  hundred  and 
thirty  pieces  of  eight  of  all  my  cargo, 
and  with  this  (lock  I  went  on  more  in 
the  Brazils.. 

I  had  not  been  long  here,  but  being 
recommended  to  the  houfe  of  a  good 
honed  man  like  himfelf,  who  had  an 
.ingenio,  as  they  call  it,  that  is,  a  plan- 
tation and  a  fugar-houle,  I  lived  with 
him  foine  tirnej  and  acquainted  iny- 
felf,  by  that  means,  .with  the  manner 
of  their  planting  and  making  of  fugar; 
and  feeing  how  well  the  planters  lived, 
and  how  they  grew  rich  fuddenly,  I 
refolved,  if  I  could  get  licence  to  fettle 
there,  J  would  turn  planter  among 
them  j  refolving,  in  the  mean  time,  to 
find  out  fome  w^y  to  get  my  money 
which  I  had  left  in  Condon,  remitted 
to  me.  To  this  purpoie,  getting  a 
kind  of  a  letter  of  naturalization,  I 
purchafed  as  much  land  that  was 
un cured  as  my  money  would  reach  j 
and  formed  a  plan  for  my  planta- 
tion and  iettlement,  and  fuch  an  one 
as  might  be  fuitableto  the  (lock  which 
I  propofcd  to  myfelf  to  receive  from 
England. 

I  had  a  neighbour,  a  Portugueze  of 
Lifbon,  but  boi  !h  parents, 

whole  name  was  Wells,  and  in  much 
fuch  circumftunces  as  I  was:  1  call 
him  neighbour,  betaule  his  plantation 
lay  next  to  mint ;  ancf  we  went  on 
very  fociably  together}  my  (lock  was 
but  low,  as  well  as  his  ;  and  we  rather 
planted  for  food,  than  any  thing  elfc-, 
for  about  two  years.  Howev 
b:gan  to  increafe,  and  our  land  began 
to  come  into  order:  fo  that  the  third 
we  planted  fome  tobacco,  and 
m.ule  each  of  us  a  large  piece  of  ground 
ready  for  planting  canes  in  the  \ 
conic  j  but  we  both  wanted  help  j  and 
now  I  found,  more  than  before,  I  had 

done 
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done  wrong  in  parting  with  my  boy 
Xmy. 

But,  alas  !  for  me  to  do  wrong  that 
never  did  right,  was  no  great  wonder: 
I  hnd  no  remedy  but  to  go  on.    I  was 
gotten   into  an   employment  quite  re- 
mote to  my  genius,    and  directly  con- 
trary to  the  lite  I  delighted  in,  and  for 
which  I  forfook  my  father's  houfe,  and 
broke  through    all   his   good   advice  ; 
nay,  I  was  coming  into  the  very  middle 
itation,   or   upper  degree  of  low  life, 
which  my  father  advifed  me  to  before, 
iand  which  if  I  reiblved  to  go  on  with, 
]  might  as  well  have  ftaid  at  home, 
and  never  fatigued  myfelf  in  the  world, 
as  I  had  done  5    and  I  ufed  often   to 
fay  to  myfelf,  *  I  couid  have  done  this 
as    well    in    England    among    my 
friends,  as  have  gone  five  thoufand 
miles  off  to  do  it  among  ftrangers  and 
ravages  in  a  wilderneis,  and  at  fuch 
a  diftance,  as  never  to  hear  from  any 
part  of  the  world  that  had  the  lealt 
knowledge  of  me.' 
In^this  manner  I  ufed  to  look  upon 
my  condition  with  the  utmoft  regret. 
I  had  nobody  to  converfe  with  but  now 
and  then  'this  neighbour  ;  no  work  to 
be  done  but  by  the  labour  of  my  hands ; 
and  I  ufed  to  fay,  I  lived   juft  like  a 
man    caft   away   upon    fome    defolate 
ifland,  that  had  nobody  there  but  him- 
felf.     But  how  juft  has  it  been,  and 
how  fiiouid  all  men  refleSV,  that  when 
they  compare  their  prefent  condition 
with   others    that  are   woife,    Heaven 
may  oblige  them  to  make  the  exchange, 
and  be  convinced  of  their  former  feli- 
city, by  their  experience!    I  faw,  how 
juft  it  has  been,  that  the  truly  folitary 
life  I  reflected  on  in  an  ifland,  or  mere 
deiblation,  mould  oe  my  lot,  who  had 
fo  often  unjuftly  compared  it  with  the 
life  which  I  then  led,  in  which  had  I 
continued,    I   had    in    all   probability 
been  exceeding -profperous  and  rich ! 

I  was  in  fome  degree  fettled  in  my 
meafures  for*  carrying  on  the  planta- 
tion, before  my  kind  friend  the  cap- 
tain of  the  fhip,  that  took  me  up  at 
fea,  went  back  ;  for  the  mip  remained 
there  in  providing  her  loading,  and 
preparing  for  her  voyage,  near  three 
months;  when  telling  him  what  little 
Itock  I  had  left  behind  me  in  London,  he 
gave  me  this  friendly  and  fmcere  advice: 
f  Signior  Inglefe,'  fays  he,  for  fo  he  al- 
ways called  me,  *  if  you  will  give  me 
«  letters,  and  a  procuration  here  in 


form  tome,  with  orders  to  theperfon 
who  has  your  money  in  London,  to 
fend  your  eifecls  to  Lilbon,  to  fuch 
perfons  as  I  mail  direct,  and  in  fuch 
goods  as  are  proper  for  this  country, 
I  will  bring  you  the  produce  of  them, 
(God  willing)  at  my  return;  but 
iince  human  affairs  are  all  fubje&to 
changes  and  difafters,  I  would  have 
you  give  orders  but  for  icol.  (terlinp) 
which  you  fay  is  half  your  ftock, 
and  Jet  the  hazard  be  run  for  the 
firft;  fo  that  if  it  comes  fufe,  von 
may  order  the  reft  the  fame  way ;  and 
if  it  mifcarry,  you  may  have  the 
other  half  to  have  recourfe  to  for. 
'your  fupply.* 

This  was  fo  whole  fome  advice,  and 
looked  fo  friendly,  that  I  couid  not  but 
be  convinced  it  was  the  beft  courfe  I 
could  take;  fo  I  accordingly  prepared 
letters  to  the  gentlewoman  with  whom 
I  had  left  my  money,  and  a  procura- 
tion to  the  Portugueze  captain,  as  he 
de  fired. 

I  wrote  the  Enjrlifh  captain's  widow 
a  full  account  of  all  my  adventures, 
my  flavery,  efcape,  and  how  I  had  mtt 
with  the  Portugal  captain  at  fea,  the 
humanity  of  his  behaviour,  and  what 
condition  I  was  now  in,  with  all  other 
neceflary  directions  for  my  fupply; 
and  when  this  honeft  captain  came  to 
Lilbon,  he  found  means,  by  fome  of  the 
Engiifh  merchants  there,  to  fend  over 
not  the  order  only,  but  a  full  account 
o'f  my  ftory  to  a  merchant  at  London, 
who  prefented  it  effectually  to  her  j 
whereupon,  me  not  only  delivered  the 
money,  but  out  of  her  own  pocket  fent 
the  Portugal  captain  a, very  handfome 
prefent  for  his  humanity  and  charity 
to  me. 

The  merchant  in  London  vefted  this 
100 1.  in  English  goods,  Inch  as  the 
captain  had  written  for;  lent  them  di- 
rectly to  him  at  Lilbon,  and  he  brought 
them  all  fafe  to  me  to  the  Brazils  ; 
among  which,  without  my  direction, 
(for  I  was  too  young  in  my  buiinefs 
to  think  of  them)  he  had  taken  care 
to  have  all  forts  of  tool0,  iron-week, 
and  utenfils  neceflary  for  my  planta- 
tion, and  which  were  of  great  ufe  to 
me. 

When  this  cargo  arrived,  I  thought 
my  fortune  made,  for  I  was  furprized 
with  the  joy  of  it ;  and  my  good  ftew- 
ard  the  captain  had  laid  out  the  5!. 
which  my  friend  had  fent  him  for  a 
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prefent  for  himfelf,  to  purchafe  and 
bring  me  over  a  fervant  under  bond  for 
fix  years  fervice ;  and  would  not  ac- 
cept of  any  consideration,  except  a  little 
tobacco,  which  I  would  have  him  ac- 
cept, being  of  my  own  produce.  • 

Neither  was  this  all  j  but  my  goods 
being  all  Englifh  manufactures,  fuch 
as  cloth,  duff,  baize,  and  things  par- 
ticularly valuable  and  defirable  in  the 
country,  I  found  means  to  fell  them 
to  a  very  great  advantage;  fo  that  I 
may  fay,  1  had  more  than  four  times 
the  value  of  my  fir  it  cargo,  and  was 
now  infinitely  beyond  my  poor  neigh- 
bour, I  mean  in  the  advancement  of 
my  plantation  ;  for  the  firft  thing  I 
did,  I  bought  me  a  Negro  Have,  ni;d  an 
European  iervant  alfo  ;  I  mean,  another 
befides  that  which  the  captain  brought 
me  from  Lifbon. 

But  as  abufed  profperity  is  often- 
times made  the  very  means  of  our 
greateft  adverllty,  fo  was  <t  with  me. 
1  went  on  the  next  year  with  great  fuc- 
cefs  in  my  plantation ;  I  railed  fifty 
great  rolls  of  tobacco,  on  my  own 
ground,  more  than  I  had  difpofed  of 
for  necefTaries  among  my  neighbours  ; 
and  thefe  fifty  rolls  being  each  of  above 
one  hundred  pounds  weight,  were  well 
cured,  and  laid  by,  againlt  the  return 
of  the  fleet  from  Lifbon.  And  now 
incue'afing  in  bufmefs  and  wealth,  my 
head  began  to  be  full  of  projects  and 
undertaking)  beyond  my  reach  ;  fuch 
as  are  indeed  often  the  ruin  of  the  bed 
heads  in  bufmefs. 

Had  I  continued  in  the  dation  I  was 
now  in,  I  had  room  for  all  the  happy 
things   to  have  yet  befallen   me,   for 
which   my  father  fo  earneftly  recom- 
mended a  quiet  retired  life,  and  which 
he  had  fo  fenfibiy  described  the  middle 
dation  of  life  to  be  full  of;  but  other 
things  at*1,  ruled  me,  and  I  was  dill  to 
be  the  wilful  agent  of  all  my  own  mi- 
.  ularly  to  increaie  my 
fault,  and   double  the  reflections  up- 
on my/elf  which  in  my  future  forrows 
I  ftioiiKi  have  li-ifure  to  make  ;  all  thefe 
mifcanaages  wtre  procured  by  r> 
parent  obiiinate  adhering  to  my  fooiilh 
inclination  of  wandering  abroad,  and 
g  that  inclination,  in  conna- 
to  the  cleared  views  of  doing 
-rood  m  a  fair  and  plain  purfuit 
of  tho;'.  ,   and  thofe  meafures 


concurred  to  prefent  me  with,  and  to 
make  my  duty. 

As  I  had  once  done  thus  in  break- 
ing away  from  r.jy  parents,  fo  I  could 
not  be  content  now,  bur  I  mull  go  and 
leave  the  happy  view  i  had  of  being  a 
lich  and  thriving  man  in  my  new  plan- 
tation, only  to  purfue  a  rafu  and  immo- 
derate d'efire  of  rifmg  faftor  than  the 
nature  of  the  thing  admitted  j  and  thus 
I  call  myfelf  down  again  into  the 
deeped  gulph  of  human  ir.iiery  that 
ever  man  fell  into,  or  perhaps  could 
be  confident  with  life  and  a  date  of 
health  in  ths  world. 

To  come  then  by  jud  degrees  to  the 
particulars  of  this  part  of  my  ftory  : 
you  may  fuppofe,  that  having  now- 
lived  almoft  four  years  in  the  Brazils, 
and  beginning  to  thrive  and  profper 
very  well  upon  my  plantation,  I  had 
not  only  learned  the  language,  but  had 
contracted  acquaintance  and  friend/hip 
among  my  fellow-planters  as  well  as 
among  the  merchants  at  St.  Salvadore, 
which  was  our  port;  and  that,  in  my 
difcoui  fe  among  them,  I  had  frequent- 
ly given  them  an  account  of  my  two 
voyages  to  the  coalt  of  Guinea,  the 
manner  of  trading  with  the  Negroes 
there,  and  how  eai'y  it  was  to  purchafe 
upon  the  coad,  for  trifles,  (fuch  as 
beads,  toys,  knives,  fciiTars,  hatchets, 
bits  of  glafs,  and  the  like)  not  only 
gold  dud,  Guinea  grains,  elephant's 
teeth,  &c.  but  Negroes  for  the  fervice 
of  the  Brazils,  in  great  numbers. 

They  lillened  always  very  attentive- 
ly to  my  difcourfes  on  thefe  heads,  but 
especially  to  that  part  which  related  to 
the  buying  Negroes,  which  was  a  trade 
at  that  time  not  only  not  far  entered 
into,  but,  as  far  as  it  was,  had  been 
carried  on  by  the  Afllentos,  (orpermif- 
fion  of  the  King  of  Spain  ami  Portu- 
gal) and  engroiled  in  thepublick  dock  ; 
To  that  few  Negroes  were  bought,  and 
thofe  exceflive  dear. 

It  happened,  being  in  company  one 
day  with  fome  merchants  and  planters 
of  my  acquaintance,  and  talking  of 
thofe  tilings  very  earr.dlly,  three  of 
them  came  to  me  the  next  morning, 
and  told  me,  they  had  been  mufing 
very  much  upon  what  I  had  dilcourfcil 
of  witli  them  the  lad  night ;  and  they 
c.mu-  to  make  a  fee  ret  propofal  to  me  : 
and,  after  enjoin:  i'efy»  they 

told  me,  that  they  had  a  mind  to  fit 
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•ut  a  fhip  to  go  to  Guinea ;  that  they 
had  all  plantations  as  well  as  I,  rind 
were  ftraitened  for  nothing  fo  much 
as  fervants ;  that  as  it  was  a  trade 
that  could  not  publickly  fell  the  Ne- 
groes when  they  came  home,  fo  they 
defired  to  make  but  one  voyage,  to 
bring  the  Negroes  on  more  privately, 
and  divide  them  among  their  own 
plantations;  and,  in  a  word,  the  quef- 
tion  was,  whether  I  would  go  their  fu- 
percargo  in  the  mip,  to  manage  the 
trading  part  upon  the  coaftcf  Guinea; 
and  they  offered  me,  that  I  mould 
have  my  equal  maretif  the  Negroes, 
without  providing  any  part  of  the 
ftock. 

This  was  a  fair  propofal,  it  muft  he 
confefled,  had  it  been  made  to  any  one 
that  had  not  had  a  fettlement  and  plan- 
tation of  his  own  to  look  after,  which 
was  in  a  fair  way  of  coming  to  be  very 
confiderable,  and  with  a  good  ftock 
upon  it :  but  for  me  that  was  thus 
eftablifhed,  and  had  nothing  to  do  but 
go  on  as  I  had  begun  for  three  or  four 
years  more,  and  to  have  lent  for  the 
other  joo  1.  from  England,  and  who 
in  that  time,  and  what  that  little  addi- 
tion could  fcarce  have  faijed  of  being 
worth  three  or  4000 1.  fterling,  and  that 
increafing  too  ;  for  me  to  think  of  fuch 
a  voyage,  was  the  moft  prepolterous 
thing  that  ever  man  in  fuch  circum- 
ftances  could  be  guilty  of  ! 

But  I,  that  was  born  to  be  my  own 
deftroyer,  'could  no  more  refift  the  offer 
than  I  could  retrain  my  firft  rambling 
deligns,  when  my  father's  good  coun- 
fel  was  loft  upon  rne.  In  a  word,  I 
told  them  I  would  go  with  all  my 
heart,  if  they  would  undertake  to  look 
after  my  plantation  in  my  ablence, 
and  would  difpofe  of  it  to  fuch  as  I 
fliould  direct,  if  I  mifcarried.  This 
they  all  engaged  to  do,  and  entered  in- 
to writings  or  covenants  to  dofo  ;  and 
I  made  a  formal  will,  difpofing  of  my 
plantation  and  effe&s,  in  cafe  of  my 
death,  making  the  captain  of  the  (hip 
that  had  faved  my  life,  as  before,  my 
univerfal  heir,  but  obliging  him  to 
difpofe  of  my  effects  as  I  had  direcl- 
ed  in  my  will :  one  half  of  the  pro- 
duce being  to  himfelf,  and  the  other 
to  be  fhipped  to  England. 

In  ftiort,  I  took  all  pofllble  caution 
to  preferve  my  effects,  and  to  keep  up 
my  plantation.  Had  I  ufed  half  as 
much  prudence  to  have  looked  into  my 


own  intereft,  and  have  made  a  judg- 
ment of  what  I  ought  to  have  done, 
and  not  to  have  done,  I  had  certainly 
never  gone  away  from  fo  profperous  aa 
undertaking;  leaving  all  the  probable 
views  of  a  thriving  circumltance,  and 
gone  upon  a  voyage  to  fea,  attended 
with  all  it's  common  hazards';  to  fay 
nothing  of  the  reafons  I  had  to  expert 
particular  misfortunes  to  myfelf. 

But  I  was  hurried  on,  and  obeyed 
blindly  the  dilates  of  my  fancy,  ra- 
ther than  my  reafon  ;  and  accordingly, 
the  fliip  being  fitted  out,  and  the  car- 
go finimed,  and  ail  things  done  as  by 
agreement  by  my  partners  in  the  voy- 
age ;  I  went  on  board  in  an  evil  hour 
again,  the  lit  of  September  1659,  be- 
ing the  fame  day  eight  years  that  I 
went  from  my  father  and  mother  at 
Hull,  in  order  to  ail  the  rebel  to  their 
authority,  and  the  fool  to  my  own  in- 
tereft. 

Our  mip  was  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  tons  burden,  carried  fix  guns 
and  fourteen  men,  befides  the  matter, 
his  boy,  and  myfelf :  we  had  on  board 
no  large  cargo  of  goods,  except  of 
fuch  toys  as  were  fit  for  our  trade  with 
the  Negroes;  fuch  as  beads,  bits  of 
glafs,  (hells,  and  odd  trifles^  efpecially 
little  looking-glaffes,  knives,  fcijjars, 
hatchets,  and  the  like. 

The  fame  day  I  went  on  board,  v  j 
fet  fail,  ftanding  away  to  the'northt^rd 
upon  our  own  coafts,  with  defign  to 
ftretch  over  for  the  African  coaft,  • 
when  we  came  into  about  ten  or 
twelve  degrees  of  northern  latitude; 
which,  it  feems,  was  the  manner  of 
their  courfe  in  thofe  days:  we  had  ve- 
ry good  weather,  only  excefiive  hot,  a  14 
the  way  upon  our  own  coaft,  till  we 
came  to  the  height  of  Cape  St.  Au- 
guftino  ;  from  whence,  keeping  farther 
off  at  fea,  we  loft  fight  of  land,  and 
Iteered  as  if  we  were  bound  for  the  lile 
Fernand  de  Noronba,  holding  oiu- 
courfe  N.  E.  by  N.  and  leaving  thofe 
ifles  on  the  eaft.  In  this  courfe  we 
pafTed  the  line  in  about  twelve  days 
time,  and  were  by  our  laft  observation  in 
7  degrees  ^^  minutes  northern  latitude, 
when  a  violent  tornado  or  hurricane  took 
us  quiteoutof  our  knowledge.  It  began. 
from  the  S.  E.  came  about  to  the  N.  W. 
then  fettled  into  the  N.  E.  from  whence 
it  blew  in  fuch  a  terrible  manner,  that 
for  twelve  days  together,  we  could  da 
nothing  but  drive  j  and  iicuJding  away 
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before  it,  let  it  carry  us  wherever  fate 
and  the  fury  of  the  winds  directed  ; 
and  during  thefe  twelve  days  I  need 
not  lay,  that  I  expefted  every  clay  to 
be  fwallowed  up,  nor  did  any  in  the 
fliip  expect  to  lave  their  lives. 

In  this  diftrel's,  we  had,  befides  the 
terror  of  a  ftorm,  one  of  our  men  died 
of  the  calenture,  and  a  man  and  a  boy  . 
waflied  overboard.  About  the  twelfth 
day,  the  weather  abating  a  little,  the 
mafter  made  an  obfervation  as  well  as 
he  could,  and  found  that  he  was  in 
about  TI  degrees  of  north  latitude,  but 
that  he  was  zz  degrees  of  longitude 
difference  well  from  Cape  St.  Auguf- 
tino,  fo  that  he  found  he  was  gotten 
upon  the  coaft  of  Guiana,  or  the  north 
part  of  Brazil,  beyond  the  River  Ama- 
zones,  towards  that  of  the  River  Oroo- 
Doque,  commonly  called  the  Great 
River;  and  now  he  began  to  confult 
•with  me  what  courfe  hu  Ihould  take  ; 
for  the  (hip  was  leaky,  and  very  much 
difabled ;  and  he  was  for  going  direcl- 
Jy  back  to  the  coail  of  Brazil. 

I  was  pofitively  againftthatj  and, 
looking  over  the  charts  of  the  fea-coaft 
of  America  with  him,  we  concluded 
there  was  no  inhabited  country  for  us 
to  have  recourfe  to,  till  we  came  with- 
in the  circle  of  the  Caribbee  Iflands  j 
and  therefore  refolved'  to  ftand  away 
for  Barbadoes,  which,  by  keeping  off 
at  lea,  to  avoid  the  indraught  of  the 
bay  or  gulph  of  Mexico,  we  might 
eafily  perform,  as  we  hoped,  in  about 
fifteen  days  fail ;  whereas  we  could 
not  poffibly  make  our  voyage  to  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  without  fome  aifirtance 
both  to  cur  (hip  and  to  ourfelves. 

With  this  defign  we  changed  our 
courfe,  and  fleered  away  N.  VV.  by 
W.  in  order  to  reach  fome  of  our 
Englifb  illands,  where  I  hoped  for  re- 
lief; but  our  voyage  was  otherwife  de- 
termined 5  for,  being  in  the  latitude  of 
12,  degrees  18  minutes,  a  fecond  ftorm 
came  upon  us,  which  carried  us  n- 
way  with  the  fame  rmpetuofity  wehV 
\vard,  and  drove  us  fo  out  of  the  very 
way  of  all  human  commerce,  that  had 
all  our  lives  been  faved,  rs  to  the  fea,: 
v/e  were  rather  in  danger  of  being  de- 
voured by  favages,  than  everretiuning 
to  our  own  country. 

In  this  diitrefs,  the  wind  ftill  blow- 
ing very  hard,  one  cf  our  men, 
one  morning,  cri-.cl  out  'Land  !'am!  we 
had  no  fooner  run  out  ot  the  cabin  to 


look  out,  in  hopes  of  feeing  whereabouts 
in  the  world  we  were,  but  the  fhi|> 
{truck  upon  a  fand,  and  in  a  moment, 
her  motion  being  fo  flopped,  the  fea 
broke  over  her  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
we  expected  we  mould  all  have  perifh- 
cd  immediately  ;  and  we  were  even 
driven  into  our  clofc  quarters,  to  fhel- 
ter  us  from  the  very  foam  and  fpray  of 
the  fea. 

It  is  not  eafy  for  any  one  who  has 
not  been  in  the  like  condition,  to  de- 
fcribe  or  conceive  the  confternation  of 
men  in  fuch  circumitances  ;  we  knew 
nothing  where  we  were,  or  upon  what 
land  it  was  we  were  driven,  whether 
an  iiland  or  the  main,  whether  inhabit- 
ed cr  not  inhabited  :  and,  as  the  rage 
of  the  wind. was  Itill  great,  though  ra- 
ther lefs  than  at  firft,  we  could  not  fo 
much  as  hope  to  have  the  fliip  hold  ma- 
ny minutes  without  breaking  in  pieces, 
unlefs  the  winds,  by  a  kind  of  mira- 
cle, mould  turn  immediately  about. 
In  a  word,  ue  fat  looking  one  upon 
another,  and  expecting  death  every 
moment,  and  every  man  acting  accord- 
ingly, as  preparing  for  another  world  ; 
for  there  was  little  or  nothing  more 
for  us  to  do  in  this  :  that  which  was 
our  prelent  comfort,  and  all  the  com- 
fort we  had,  was,  that,  contrary  to 
our  expectation,  the  (hip  did  not  break 
yet,  and  that  the  mafter  faid  the  wind 
began  to  abate. 

Now,  though  we  thought  that  the 
wind  did  a  little  abate,  yet  the  mip1 
having  thus  (truck  upon  the  fand, 
and  (ticking  too  fall  for  us  to  expert 
her  getting  off,  we  were  in  a  dreadful 
condition  indeed,  and  had  nothing  to 
do  but  to  think  of  laving  our  lives  as 
well  as  we  could.  We  had  a  boat  at 
our  ftern,  juft  before  the  ik>rm  5  but 
fhe  was  firft  fiavcd  by  claming  a^rsinll 
the  fhip's  rudder,  and  in  the  next  place 
flie  broke  away,  and  either  funk,  or 
was  driven  off  to  fea  ;  fo  there  wa* 
no  hope  from  her  :  wa  had  another 
boat  on  board,  but  how  to  get  her  off 
into  the  fea  was  a  doubtful  thing  j 
however,  there  was  no  room  to  de- 
bate; for  we  fancied  the  (hip  would 
break  in  ;  ••  mute  ;  and- 

Tome  told  us  fix:  was  actually  broken 
already. 

In  this  diftrefs,  the  mate  of  our  vi-f- 
fel    lays  hold    of   the   boat,  and  with 
.•it  of  the    men,  tin  v 
£0t  her  flung  cvci  the  Ihip'. 
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getting  all  into  her,  let  go,  and 
committed  ourfelves,  being  eleven  in 
number,  to  God's  mercy,  and  the 
wild  feaj  for  though  the  itorm  was 
abated  confiJcrably,  yet  the  fea  went 
dreadfully  high  upon  the  fhore,  and 
might  well  be  called  den  wild  zee,  as 
the  Dutch  call  the  lea  in  a  itorm. 

And  now  our  cafe  was  very  difmal 
indeed  $  for  we  all  faw  plainly,  that 
the  fea  went  fo  high,  that  the  boat 
could  not  efcape,  and  that  we  ihculd 
be  inevitably  drowned.  As  to  making 
fail,  we  had  none  -,  nor,  if  we  had, 
could  we  have  done  any  thing  with  it  j 
fo  we  worked  at  the  oar  towards  the 
land,  though  with  heavy  hearts,  like 
men  going  to  execution  j  for  we  ail 
knew,  that  when  the  boat  came  near 
the  more,  me  would  be  daflied  in  a 
thouiand  pieces' by  the  breach  of  the 
fea.  However,  .we  committed  our 
fouls  to  God  in  the  molt  earned  man- 
ner, and  the  wind  driving  us  towards 
the  fliore,  we  haftened  our^  deftruflion 
with  our  own  hands,  puilfng,  as  well 
as  we  could,  towards  land. 

What  the  fliore  was,  whether  rock 
or  land,  whether  fteep  or  flioal,  we 
knew  not  j  the  only  hope  that  could 
rationally  give  us  the  leait  fliadow  of 
expectation,  was,  if  we  might  happen 
into  fome  bay  or  gulph,  or  the  mouth 
of  fonae  river,  where  by  great  chance 
we  might  have  run  our  boat  in,  or 
got  under  the  lee  of  the  land  j  and  per- 
haps made  imooth  water.  But  there 
was  nothing  of  this  appeared  j  but  as 
we  made  nearer  and  nearer  the  fliore, 
the  land  looked  more  frightful  than 
the  fea. 

After  we  had  rowed,  or  rather  dri- 
ven, about  a  league  and  an  half,  as 
we  reckoned  it,  a  raging  wave,  moun- 
tain like,  came  rolling  aftern  of  us, 
and  plainly  bid  us  expect  the  coup  de 
grace.  In  a  word,  it  took  us  with 
i'uch  a  fury,  that  it  overfet  the  boat  at 
once,  and  feparating  us  as  well  from  . 
the  boat  as  from  one  another,  gave  us 
not  time  hardly  to  fay,  «  O  God  !'  for 
we  were  all  fwallowed  up  in. a  moment. 

Nothing  can  de.fcribe  the  confufion 
of  thpught  which  I  felt  when  I  funk 
into  the  water :  for  though  I  fwam  very 
well,  yet  I  could  not  deliver  myfelf 
from  the  waves  fo  as  to  draw  breath, 
till  that  wave  having  driven  me,  or 
father  carried  me  a  vait  way  on  to- 
wards the  fliore,  and  having  (pent  it- 


felf,  went  back,  and  left  me  upon  the 
land  almolt  dry,  but  half  dead  with 
the  water  I  took  in :  I  had  fo  much 
prefence  of  mind,  as  well  as  breath 
left,  that  feeing  myfelf  nearer  the 
main  land  than  I  expected,  I  got  upon 
my  feet,  and  endeavoured  to  make  on 
towards  the  land,  as  fait  as  I  could, 
before  another  wave  fliouM  return,  and 
take  me  up  again.  But  I  foon  found 
it  was  impoffible  to  avoid  it,  for  I  faw 
the  fea  come  after  me  as  high  as  a  great 
hill,  and  as  furious  as  an  enemy, 
which  I  had  no  means  or  Itrength  to 
contend  with  5  my  bufmefs  was  to 
hold  my  breath,  and  raife  myfelf  upon 
the  water,  if  I  could,  and  fo  by  fwim- 
ming  to  preferve  my  breathing,  and 
pilot  myfelf  towards  the  more,  if  pof- 
liblej  my  greateft  concern  now  being, 
that  the  wave,  as  it  would  carry  me 
a  great  way  towards  the  fhore  when  it 
came  on,  might  not  carry  me  back 
again  with  it,  when  it  gave  back  to- 
wards the  fea. 

The  wave  that  came  upon  me  again, 
buried  me  at  once  twenty  or  thirty  feet 
deep  in  it's  own  body  5  and  I  could 
feel  myfelf  carried  with  a  mighty  force 
and  fwiftnefs  towards  the  fliore,  a  very- 
great  way  j  but  I  held  my  breath,  and 
aflifted  myfelf  to  fwim  itill  forward 
with  all  my  might.  I  was  ready  to 
burft  with  holding  my  breath,  when* 
as  1  found  myfelf  rifmg  up,  fo,  to  my 
immediate  relief,  I  found  my  head  and 
hands  flioot  out  above  the  furface  of 
the  water;  and  though  it  was  not  two 
feconds  of  time  that  I  could  keep  my- 
felf fo,  yet  it  relieved  me  greatly,  gave 
me  breath  and  new  courage.  I  was 
covered  again  with  water  a  good  while, 
but  not  fo  long  but  I  held  it  out ;  and 
finding  the  water  had  fpent  itfelf,  and 
began  to  return,  I  (truck  forward  a- 
gainlt  the  return  of  the  waves,  and 
felt  ground  again  with  my  feet.  I 
ftood  ftill  a  few  moments  to  recover 
breath,  and  till  the  waters  went  from 
me,  and  then  I  took  to  my  heels,  and 
ran  with  what  ftrength  I  had,  farther 
towards  the  more.  But  neither  would 
this  deliver  me  from  the  fury  of  the  fea, 
which  came  pouring  after  me  again, 
and  twice  more  I  was  lifted  up  by  the 
waves,  and  carried  forwards  as  bo- 
fore,  the  fliore  being  very  flat. 

The  laft  time  of  thefe  two  had  well 
near  been  fatal  to  me  ;  for  the  fea, 
having  hurried  me  along  as  .before 
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landed  me,  or  rather  daflied  me,againil 
a  piece  of  a  rock,  and  that  with  fuch 
force,  as  it  left  me  fenfelefs,  and  in- 
deed helplefs,  as  to  mine  own  deli- 
verance; for  the  blow,  taking  my 
fide  and  breaft,  beat  the  breath,  as  it 
were,  quite  out  of  my  body  ;  and  had 
it  returned  again  immediately,  I  muft 
liave  been  ftrangled  in  the  water  5  but 
I  recovered  a  little  before  the  return 
of  the  waves  j  and  feeing  I  fhould  be 
covered  again  with  the  water,  I  re- 
folved  to  hold  fait  by  a  piece  of  the 
rock,  and  fo  to  hold  my  breath,  if 
pofiible,  till  the  wave  went  back. 
Now  as  the  waves  were  not  fo  high  as 
at  firft,  being  near  land,  I  held  my 
hold,  till  the  wave  abated,;  and  then 
fetched  another  run,  which  brought 
me  fo  near  the  more,  that  the  next 
wave,  though  it  went  over  me,  yet  did 
rot  fo  fwallow  me  up,  as  to  carry  me 
away  ;  and  the  next  run  I  took,  I  got 
to  the  main  land,  where,  to  my  great 
comfort,  I  clambered  up  the  clifts  of 
•the  fhore,  and  fat  me  down  upon  the 
grafs,  free  from  danger,  and  quite  out 
of  the  reach  of  the  water. 

I  was  now  landed,  and  fafe  on 
'ftiore,  and  began  to  look  up  and  thank 
God  that  my  life  was  faved,  in  a  cafe 
\vherein  there  was,  Ibme  minutes  be- 
fore, fcarce  any  room  to  hope.  I  be- 
lieve it  is  impoffible  to  exprefs  to  the 
life,  what  the  extafies  and  tranfports 
of  the  foul  are  when  it  is  fo  faved,  as 
I  may  fay,  out  of  the  very  grave  j 
and  I  do  not  wonder  now  at  that  cuf- 
tom,  viz.  that  when  a  malefactor,  who 
has  the  halter  about  his  neck,  is  tied 
up,  and  juft  going  to  be  turned  off, 
and  hw  a  reprieve  brought  to  him  ; 

lay,  I  do  not  wonder,  that  they 
furgeon  with  it,  to  let  him 
at  very  moment  they  tell  him 
of  it,  that  the  furprize  may  not  drive 
the'animal  fpirits  from  the  heart,  and 
overwhelm  him  j 

For  fudden  joys,  like  griefs,  confound  at 

firfh 

I  walked  about  on  the  fhore,  lifting 

up  my  hands,   and  my  whole  being, 

as  I  may  lay,  wrapped  up  in  the  con-. 

templation  of  my  deliverance,  making 

a  thoufand  g6fttfre$  and  motions,  which 

J  cannot  defcribe,  reflecting  upon  all 

<>.  iny  comrades  thnt  were  drowned,  and 

luthat  there  Ihould  not  be  one  foul  faved 


but  myfelf  ;  for  as  for  them,  I  never 
faw  them  afterwards,  or  any  fign  of 
them,  except  three  of  their  hats,  orte 
cap,  and  two  fhoes,  that  were  not  fel- 
lows. 

I  caft  my  eyes  to  the  (trended  veflet, 
when  the  breach  and  froth  of  the  fea 
being  fo  big,  I  could  hardly  fee  it,  it 
lay  fo  far  off  j  and  confidered,  «  Lord  ! 
1  how  was  it  poflible  I  could  get  on 


After  I  had  folaced  my  mind  with 
the  comfortable  part  of  my  condition, 
I  began  to  look  round  me,  to  fee  what 
kind  of  place  I  was  in,  and  what  was 
the  next  to  be  done  ;  and  I  foon  found 
my  comforts  abate,  and  that,  in  a 
word,  I  had  a  dreadful  deliverance  ; 
for  I  was  wet,  had,  no  cloaths  to  (hift 
me,  nor  any  thing  either  to  cat  or 
drink,  to  comfort  me  ;  neither  did  1 
fee  any  profpecl:  before  me,  but  that  of 
perifhing  with  hunger,  or  being  de- 
voured by  wildbeafts:  and  thatwhidh. 
was  particularly  affirming  to  me  was, 
that  I  had  no  weapon  either  to  hunt  or 
kill  any  creature  for  my  fuftenance,  or 
to  defend  myfelf  againft  any  dther 
creatures  that  might  defire  to  kill  me 
for  fheirs.  In  a  word,  I  had  nothing 
about  me  but  a  knife,  a  tobacco-pipe, 
and  a  little  tobacco  in  a  box  ;  this 
was  all  my  provision  ;  and  this  threw 
me  into  terrible  agonies  of  mind,  that 
for  a  While  I  ran  about  like  a  mad- 
man. Night  coming  upon  me,  I  be- 
gan, with  an  heavy  heart,  to  confider 
what  would  be  my  lot,  if  there  were 
any  ravenous  beafts  in  that  country, 
feeing  at  night  they  always  come  a- 
broad  for  their  prey. 

All  the  remedy  that  offered  to  njy 
thoughts  at  that  time  was,  to  get  up 
into  a  thick  bufhy  tree,  like  a  fir,  but 
thorny,  which  grew  near  me,  and 
where  I  refolved  to  fit  all  night,  and 
confider  the  next  day  what  death  I 
mould  die;  for,  as  yet,  I  faw  no  pro- 
fpecl: of  life.  I  walked  about  a  fur- 
long from  the  fhore,  to  fee  if  I  could 
find  any  frefh  water  to  drink,  which  1 
did  to  my  great  joy  ;  and  having  drank, 
and  put  a  little  tobacco  in  my  mouth, 
to  prevent  hunger,  I  went  to-the  tree  ; 
and,  getting  up  into  it,  endeavoured 
to  place  myfelf  fo,  as  that,  if  I  ihould 
fleep,  I  might  not  fall  ;  and,  having 
cut  me  a  fhort  ftick  like  a  truncheon, 
for  my  defence,  J  took  up  my  lodg- 
ing i  and  haying  been  exceffively  fa- 

tigued, 
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tigued,  I  fell  fail  aflecp,  and  flept  as 
comfortably  as  I  believe  few  could 
have  done  in  my  condition  j  and  found 
inyfelf  the  moft  refreshed  with  it,  that 
I  think  I  ever  was  on  fuch  an  occa- 
fion. 

When  I  waked  it  was  broad  day, 
the  weather  clear,  and  theftorm  abated, 
fb  that  the  fea  did  not  rage  and  fwell 
as  before ;  but  that  which  furprized 
me  mod  was,  that  the  fliip  was  lifted 
off  in  the  night,  from  the  fand  where 
fhe  lay,  by  the  fwelling  of  the  tide, 
and  was  driven  up  almoft  as  far  as  the 
rock,  which  I  firft  mentioned,  where  I 
had  been  fo  bruifed  by  the  dafhing 
me  againft  it :  this  being  within  a- 
bout  a  mile  from  the  fhore  where  I 
was,  and  the  fhip  feeming  to  Hand  up 
(till,  I  wifhed  myfeif  on  board,  that, 
at  leaft,  I  might  fave  fome  neceflary 
things  for  my  ufe. 

When  I  came  down  from  my  apart- 
ment in  the  tree,  I  looked  about  me 
again  ;  and  the  raft  thing  I  found  was 
the  boat,  which  lay  as  the  wind  and 
the  fea  had  toffed  her  upon  the  land, 
about  two  miles  to  rny  right-hand.  I 
walk'ed  as  far  as  I  could  upon  .the 
fhore,  to  have  got  to  her  5  but  found  a 
neck  or  inlet  of  water  between  me  and 
the  boat,  which  was  about  half  a  mile 
broad;  fo  I  came  back,  for  the  pre- 
fent,  being  more  intent  upon  getting 
at  the  fhip,  where  I  hoped  to  find  fome- 
thing  for  my  prefent  fubfiftence. 

A  little  after  noon  I  found  the  fea 
very  calm,  and  the  tide  ebbed  fo  far 
out,  that  I  could  come  within  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  of  the  fhip:  and  here  I 
found  a  frefh  renewing  of  my  grief; 
for  I  faw  evidently,  that  if  we  had 
kept  on  board,  we  had  been  all  fafe; 
that  is  to  fay,  we  had  all  got  fafe  on 
ihore,  and  I  had  not  been  fo  miferable 
as  to  be  left  entirely  deftitute  of  all 
comfort  and  company,  as  I  now  was  : 
this  forced  tears  from  my  eyes  again ; 
but  as  there  was  little  relief  in  that,  I 
refolved*  if  poffible,  to  get  to  the  fhip  •, 
fo  I  pulled  off  my  cloaths,  for  the  wea- 
ther was  hot  to  extremity,  and  took  to 
the  water;  but  when  I  came  to  the 
fhip,  my  difficulty  was  ftiil  greater  to 
know  how  to  get  on  board  ;  as  fhe  lay 
a  ground  and  high  out  of  the  water, 
there  was  nothing  within  my  reach,  to 
lay  hold  of:  I  fwam  round  her  twice, 
and  the  fecond  time  I  eipied  a  fmall 
piece  of  rope,  wl^ch  I  wouclered  I  div 
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not  fee  at  firft,  hang  down  by  the  fore 
chains,  fo  low,  as  with  great  difficulty 
I  got  hold  of  it,  and  by  the  help  of 
that  rope,  got  up  into  the  forecaftle  of 
the  fhip.  Here  I  found  that  the  fhip 
was  bulged,  and  a  great  deal  of  water 
in  the  hold,  but  that  fhe  lay  fo  on  the 
fide  of  a  bank  of  hard  fand,  qr  rather 
earth,  that  her  ftern  lay  lifted  up  up- 
on the  bank,  and  her  head  low  almoft 
to  the  water;  by  this  means  all  her 
quarter  was  free,  and  all  that  was  in 
that  part  was  dry  ;  for  you  may  be  fure 
my  work  was  to  fearch,  and  to  fee 
what  was  fpoiled  and  what  was  free  : 
and  firft  1  found,  that  all  the  fhip's 
provifions  were  dry,  and  untouched  by 
the  water;  and  being  very  well  dif- 
pofed  to  eat,  I  went  to  the  bread- 
room,  and  filled  my  pockets  with  bif- 
cuit,  and  eat  it  as  I  went  about  other 
things,  for  I  had  no  time  to  lofe.  I 
alfo  found  fome  rum  in  the  great  ca- 
bin, of  which  I  took  a  large  dram, 
and  which  I  had  indeed  need  enough, 
of,  to  fpirit  me  for  what  wa$  before 
me.  Now  I  wanted  nothing  but  a 
boat,  to  furnifh  myfeif  with  many 
things  which  I  foreiaw  would  be  very 
neceflary  to  me. 

It  was  in  vain  to  fit  ftill  and  wifh  for 
what  was  not  to  be  had  ;  and  this  ex- 
tremity rouzed  my  application.  We 
had  feveral  fpare  yards,  and  two  or 
three  large  fpars  of  wood,  and  a  fpare 
top-mart  or  two  in  the  fhip  ;  I  refolved 
to  fall  t.o  work  with  thefe,  and  flung  as 
many  of  them  overboard  as  I  could 
manage  for  their  weight,  tying  every 
one  with  a  rope,  that  they  might  not 
-  drive  away ;  when  this  was  done,  I 
went  down  the  fhip's  fide,  and  pulling 
them  to  me,  I  tied  four  of  them  fait 
together  at  both  ends  as  well  as  I 
could,  in  the  form  of  a  raft ;  and, 
laying  two  or  three  fhort  pieces  of 
plank  upon  them  crofs-ways,  I  found 
I  could  walk  upon  it  very  well,  but 
that  it  was  not  able  to  bear  any  great 
weight,  the  pieces  being  too  light ;  fo 
I  went  to  work,  and  with  a  carpen- 
ter's faw  I  cut  a  fpare  top-maft  into 
three  lengths,  and  added  them  to  my 
raft,  with  a-  great  deal  of  labour  and 
pains;  but  the  hope  of  furnifhing  my- 
ielf  with  necefjaries  encouraged  me  to 
go  beyond  what  I  fhould  have  been 
able  to  have  done  upon  another  occa- 
fion. 

My  raft  was  now  ftrone  encush  to 
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bear  any  reasonable  weight;  my  next 
care  was  what  to  load  it  with,  and  how 
to  preferve  what  I  laid  upon  it  from 
the  furf  of  the  lea ;  but  I  was  not  long 
confidering  this:  I  firtl  laid  all  the 
planks  or  boards  upon  it  that  I  could 
get;  and  having  confidered  well  what 
I  mod  wanted,  I  firft  got  three  of  the 
ieamen's  che(fs,  which  I  had  broken 
open  and  emptied,  and  lowered  them 
down  upon  my  raft ;  the  firft  of  thefe 
I  filled  with  provifions,  viz.  bread, 
rice,  three  Dutch  cheefes,  five  pieces  of 
dried  goat's  flefh,  which  we  lived  much 
upon>  and  a  little  remainder  of  Euro- 
pean cprn,  which  had  been  laid  by  for 
fome  fowls  which  we  brought  to  fea 
with  us,  but  the  fowls  were  killed:  there 
had  been  fome  barley  and  wheat  toge- 
ther ;  but,  to  my  great  difappointment, 
I  found  afterwards,  that  the  rats  had 
eaten  or  fpoiled  it  all.  As  for  liquors, 
I  found  fevcral  cafes  of  bottles  b^ 
ing  to  our  fkipper,  in  which  were  fome 
cordial  waters,  ar.cl  in  all  about  five  or 
fix  gallons  of  arradr ;  thefe  I  flowed  by 
themfelves,  there  being  no  need  to  put 
the'tn  into  the  cheft,  nor  any  room  for 
them.  While  I  was  doing  this,  I 
found  the  tide  began  to  {to\v,  though 
very  calm,  and  I  b.»d  the  mortification 
to  fee  mv  coat,  ihiri,  and  waiftcoar, 
which  I  had  left  on  fhore  upon  the 
fand,  fwim  away;  as  for  my  breeches, 
which  were  only  linen  and  open-knee  j, 
J  fwam  on  board  in  them  and  my  ftock- 
ings  :  however,  this  put  me  upon  rum- 
maging for  cloaths,  of  which  I  found 
enough,  but  took  no  more  than  I  want- 
ed for  prefsnt  ufe,  for  I  had  other 
things  which  my  eye  was  more  upon  ; 
as,  firft,  tools  to  work  with  on  fhore, 
and  it  was  after  long  fearching  that 
J  found  out  the  carpenter's  cheft, 
which  was  indeed  a  very  ufeful  prize 
to  me,  and  much  more  valuable  than 
a  fhip-loadinp;  of  gold  would  have 
been  at  that  time.  I  got  it  down  to 
my  raft,  even  whole  as  it  was,,  with- 
out lofing  time  to  look  into  it.  for  I 
knew  in  general  what  it  confined. 

My  next  care  was  for  forru.-  mimu- 
rition  and  arms.  Th^re  were  two 
very  good  fowling-pieces  in  the  great 
cabin,  and  twopiftols;  thefe  I  fecured 
firft,  with  fome  powder-horns,  a  fmall 
bag  of  fliot,  and  two  old  nifty  fwords  : 
T  kr.-.-w  there  were  three  barrels  of 
powder  in  the  fhip,  but  kne\v  not 
where  our  gunner  had  llo\vcd  them  j 


but  with  much  fearch  I  found  them,' 
two  of  them  dry  and  good,  the  third 
had  taken  water;  thofe  two  I  got  to 
my  raft,  with  the  arms.  And  now  I 
thought  myfelf  pretty  well  freighted, 
and  began  to  think  how  I  mould  get  to 
fliore  with  them,  having  neither  fail, 
oar,  or  rudder,  and  the  leaft  capful  of 
wind  would  have  overfet  all  my  navi- 
gation. 

I  had  three  encouragements  :  j.  A 
fmooth  and  calm  fea.  *.  The  tide 
nfing  and  fetting  in  to  the  fhore. 
3.  What  little  wind  there  was  blew  me 
towards  the  land.  And  thus,  having 
found  two  or  three  broken  oars  be- 
longing to  the  boat,  and  befides  the 
tools  which  were  in  the  cheft,  I  found 
two  faws,  an  axe,  and  a  hammer;  and 
with  this  cargo  I  put  to  fea.  For  a 
mile,  or  thereabouts,  my  raft  went 
very  well,  only  that  I  found  it  drive  a 
little  diftant  from  the  place  where  I  had 
landed  before;  by  which  I  perceived 
that  there  was  fome  indraught  of  the 
water,  and  confequently  I  hoped  to  find 
fome  creek  of  the  rive/  there,  which  I 
might  make  ufe  of  as  a  port  to  get  to 
land  with  my  cargo. 

As  I  imagined,  fo  it  was;  there  ap- 
peared before  me  a  little  opening  of 
the  land.  I  found  a  ftrong  current  of 
the  tide  fet  into  it ;  fo  I  guided  my  raft 
as  well  as  I  could  to  keep  in  the  middle 
of  the  ftream  :  but  here  I  had  like  to 
have  fuffered  a  fecond  fhipwreck, which, 
if  I  had,  I  think  verily  would  have 
broken  my  heart ;  for,  knowing  no- 
thing of  the  coaft,  my  raft  run  aground 
at  one  end  of  it  upon  a  fhoal,  and  not 
being  aground  at  the  other  end,  it 
wanted  but  a  little  that  ail  my  cargo 
had  flipped  off  towards  that  end  that 
was  afloat,  and  fo  fallen  into  the  wa- 
ter :  I  did  my  utmoft,  by  fetting  my 
back  againft  the  chefts,  to  keep  them  in 
their  places,  but  could  not  tliruft  off 
the  raft  with  all  my  ftrength ;  neither 
durft  I  ftir  from  the  pofture  I  was  in, 
but,  holding  up  the  cherts  with  all  my 
might,  ftood  in  that  manner  near  half 
an  hour,  in  which  time  the  rifing  of 
the  water  brought  me  a  little  more 
upon  a  level;  and  a  little  after,  the 
water  ftill  rifing,  my  r;ift  floated  agnin, 
and  I  thruft  her  off  with  the  oar  I  had, 
into  the  channel ;  and  then  driving  up 
higher,  I  at  length  found  inyf 
the  mouth  of  a  little  river,  with  land 
on  both  fides,  and  a  ftiony  current  of 

tide 
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tide  running  up-  Hooked  on  both  fides 
for  a  proper  place  to  get  to  fliore,  for 
I  was  not  willing  to  be  driven  too  high 
up  the  river,  hoping  in  time  to  fee  fome 
/hip  at  fen,  and  therefore  refolved  to 
place  myfelf  as  near  the  coaft  as  I 
could. 

At  length  I  fpied  a  little  cove  on 
the  right  more  of  the  creek,  to  which, 
with  great  pain  and  difficulty  I  guided 
my  raft  ;  and  at  laft  got  fo  near,  as 
that,  reaching  ground  with  my  oar,  I 
could  thruft  her  diredlly  in  ;  but  here 
I  had  like  to  have  dipped  all  my  cargo 
in  the  fea  again;  for  that  more  lying 
pretty  deep,  that  is  to  fay,  doping, 
there  was  no  place  to  land,  but  where 
one  end  of  the  float,  if  it  ran  on  more, 
would  lie  fo  high,  and  the  other  fink 
lower,  as  before,  that  it  would  endan- 
ger my  cargo  again  :  all  that  I  could 
do,  was  to  wait  till  the  tide  was  at  the 
higheft,  keeping  the  raft  with  my  oar, 
like  an  anchor,  to  hold  the  fide  of  it 
faft  to  the  (hore,  near  a  flat  piece  of 
ground  which  I  expected  the  water 
would  flow  over;  and  fo  it  did.  As 
(oon  as  I  found  water  enough  (for  my 
raft  drew  about  a  foot  of  water)  I 
thruft  her  upon  that  flat  piece  of 
ground,  and  there  faftened  or  moored 
her,  by  flicking  my  two  broken  oars 
into  the  ground  j  one  on  one  fide  near 
one  end,  and  one  on  the  other  fide 
near  the  other  end  j  and  thus  I  lay  till 
the  water  ebbed  away,  and  left  my 
raft  and  all  my  cargo,  fafe  on  more. 

My  next  worl^  was  to  view  the 
country,  and  feek  a  proper  place  for 
my  habitation,  and  where  to  ftow  my 
goods,  to  fecure  them  from  what- 
ever might  happen.  Where  I  was, 
I  yet  knew  not  j  whether  on  the  con- 
tinent, or  on  an  Jftand  ;  whether  in- 
habited, or  not  inhabited  ;  whether 
in  danger  of  wild  beafts,  or  not. 
There  was  a  hill  not  above  a  mile  from 
me,  which  rofe  up  very  fteep  and  high, 
and  which  feemed  to  overtop  fome 
other  hills  which  lay  as  in  a  ridge  from 
it  northward :  I  took  out  one  of  the 
fowling-pieces,  and  one  of  the  piftols, 
and  a  horn  of  powder;  and  thus  arm- 
ed, I  travelled  for  difcovery  up  to  the 
top  of  that  hill,  where,  after  I  had 
with  great  labour  and  difficulty  got 
up,  I  immediately  faw  my  fate,  to  my 
great  affliction  j  viz.  that  I  was  in  an 
ifland  environed  every  way  with  the 
iea,  no  land  to  be  feen  except  ibnie 


rocks  which  lay  a  great  way  off,  and 
two  fmall  iflands  lefs  than  this,  wliicli 
lay  about  three  leagues  to  the  weft. 

I  found  alfo  that  the  ifland  I  was  in 
was  barren,  and,  as  I  fa-.v  good  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  uninhabited,  except  by 
wild  bearts,  of  which,  however,  I  (aw 
none;  yet  I  faw  abundance  of  fowls, 
but  knew  not  their  kinds;  neither, 
when  I  killed  them,  could  I  tell  what 
was  fit  for  food,  and  what  not.  At 
my  coming  back,  I  mot  at  a  great 
bird  which  I  faw  fitting  upon  a  tree 
on  the  fide  of  a  large  wood  :  I  believe 
it  was  the  firft  gun  that  had  been  fired 
there  fince  the  creation  of  the  world. 
I  had  no  fooner  fired,  but  from  a!J  the 
parts  of  the  wood  there  a  rofe  an  ex- 
traordinary number  of  fowls  of  many 
forts,  making  a  confufed  fcreaming 
and  crying,  every  one  according  to  his 
ufual  note;  but  not  one  of  them  of 
any  kind  that  I  knew:  as  for  that 
creature  I  killed,  I  took  it  to  be  a  kind 
of  an  hawk,  it's  colour  and  beak  re- 
fembling  it,  but  it  had  no  talons  or 
claws  more  than  common  ;  it's  flefli 
was  carrion,  and  fit  for  nothing. 

Contented  with  this  difcovery,  I 
came  back  to  my  raft,  and  fell  to  work 
to  bring  my  cargo  on  fhore,  which 
took  me  up  the  reft  of  the  day :  what 
to  do  with  myfelf  at  night,  I  knew 
not,  nor  indeed  where  to  reft ;  for  I 
was  afraid  to  lie  down  on  the  ground, 
not  knowing  but  fome  wild  beaft 
might  devour  me,  though  I  afterwards 
found  there  was  really  no  need  for 
thofe  fears. 

However,  as  well  as  I  could,  I  bar- 
ricadoed  myfelf  round  with  the  chefts 
and  boards  that  I  had  brought  on  (hore, 
and  made  a  kind  of  an  hut  for  that 
night's  lodging:  as  for  food,  I  yet 
faw  not  which  way  to  fupply  myfelf, 
except  that  I  had  feen  two  or  three 
creatures  like  hares  run  out  of  the 
wood  where  I  mot  the  fowl. 

I  now  began  to  confider,  that  I  might 
yet  get  a  great  many  things  out  of  the 
fhip,  which  would  be  ufeful  to  me,  ' 
and  particularly  fome  of  the  rigging 
and  iails,  and  fuch  other  things  as 
might  come  to  hand  5  and  I  refolved  to. 
make  another  voyage  on  board  the  vef- 
fel,  if  pofllble;  and  as  I  knew  that 
the  fir  ft  ftorm  that  blew  rhuft  neceffa- 
rily  break  her  all  in  pieces,  I  refolved 
to  let  all  other  things  apart  till  I  got 
^yery  thuig  out  of  the  &ip  that  I  could 
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get;  then  I  called  a  council,  that  is 
to  fay,  in  my  thoughts,  whether  I 
(hould  take  back  the  raft;  but  this  ap- 
peared impracticable  ;  fo  I  reiblved  to 
go  as  before,  when  the  tide  was  down  ; 
and  I  did  fo,  only  that  I  (tripped  be- 
fore I  went  from  my  hut,  having  no- 
thing on  but  a  chequered  fhirt,  a  pair 
of  linen  drawers,  and  a  pair  of  pumps 
on  my  feet. 

I  got  on  board  the  (hip  as  before, 
and  prepared  a  fecond  raft ;  and,  hav- 
ing had  experience  of  the  firft,  I  nei- 
ther made  this  fo  unwieldy,  nor  loaded 
it  fo  hard ;  but  yet  I  brought  away  fe- 
veral  things  very  ufeful  to  me  :  as,  firft, 
in  the  carpenter's  ftore  I  found  two  or 
three  bags  full  of  nails  and  fpikes,  a 
great  fcrew-jack,  a  dozen  or  two  of 
hatchets,  and  above  all,  that  moft  ufe- 
ful thing  called  a  grindilone  :  all  thefe 
I  fecured,  together  with  feveral  things 
belonging  to  the  gunner,  particularly 
two  or  three  iron-crows,  and  two  bar- 
rels of  mufket-bullets,  feven  mufkets, 
and  another  fowling-piece,  with  fome 
fmall  quantity  of  powder  more  ;  a  large 
bag  full  of  fmall  (hot,  and  a  great  roll 
of  (heet-lead;  but  this  laft  was  fo 
h,eavy,  I  could  not  hoift  it  up  to  get  it 
over  the  (hip's  fide. 

Befuies  thefe  things,  I  took  all  the 
men's  cloaths  that  I  could  find,  and  a 
fpare  fore-top  fail,  hammock,  and  fome 
bedding  j  and  with  this  I  loaded  my 
fecond  raft,  and  brought  them  alfo  ail 
fafe  on  fhore,  to  my  very  great  comfort. 

I  was  under  fome  apprehenfions  du- 
ring my  abfence  from  the  land,  that  at 
leaft  my  provifions  might  be  devoured 
on  fhore  ;  but  when  I  came  back,  I 
found  no  fign  of  any  vifitor,  only  there 
fat  a  creature  like  a  wild  cat  upon  one 
of  the  rhefts,  which,  when  I  came  to- 
wards it,  ran  away  to  a  little  diftance, 
and  then  ftood  (HI)  ;  flic  fat  very  com- 
pofed  and  unconcerned,  and  looked 
full  in  my  face, 'as  if  me  had  a  mind 
to  be  acquainted  with  me.  I  prefented 
my  gun  at  her,  but  (he  did  not  undcr- 
(land  it,  (he  was  perfectly  unconcerned 
at  it,  nor  did  fhe  offer  to  ftir  away ; 
upon  which  I  tofled  her  a  bit  of  bifcuit, 
though  by  the  way  I  wa;»  not  very  free 
of  it,  for  my  ftore  was  not  great. 
However,  J  f pared  her  a  bit,  I  fay, 
and  (he  wertt  to  it,  fmelled  of  it,  and 
cat  it,  and  looked  (as  pleafed)  for 
more  j  but  I  ttnnked  her,  and  could 
:parc  no  morj,  fb  foe  marched  off. 


Having  got  my  fecond  cargo  on  (tore 
(though  J  was  fain  to  open  the  b. 
of  powder,  and  bring  them  by  parcels, 
for  they  were  too  heavy,  being 
ca/ks)  I  went  to  work  to  make  a  little 
tent  with  the  fail,  and  fome  polca 
which  I  cut  for  that  purpofe  ;  ana  into. 
this  tent  I  brought  every  thing  that  I 
knew  would  fpoil,  either  with  rain  or 
fun ;  I  piled  all  the  empty  cheits  and 
ca(ks  up  in  a  circle  round  the  tent,  to. 
fortify  it  from  any  fuddcn  attempt, 
either  from  man  or  beaft. 

When  I  had  done  this,  I  blocked 
up  the  door  of  the  tent  with  fome 
boards  within,  and  an  empty  cheft  fet 
up  an  end  without ;  and  fpreading  one 
of  the  beds  upon  the  ground,  laying 
my  two  piftols  jult  at  my  head,  and  my 
gun  at  length  by  me,  I  went  to  bed  for 
the  firfl;  time,  and  (lept  very  quietly 
all  night :  I  was  very  weary  and  heavy  j 
for  the  night  before  I  had  (lept  little, 
and  had  laboured  very  hard  all  day,  a& 
well  to  fetch  thofe  things  from  the  (hip, 
as  to  get  them  on  (bore. 

I  had  the  biggeft  magazine  of  all 
kinds  now  that  ever  was  laid  up,  I 
believe,  for  one  man  ;  but  I  was  not 
fatisfied  ftill ;  for  while  the  (hip  fat  up- 
right in  that  pofture,  I  thought  I  ought 
to  get  every  thing  out  of  her  that  I 
could  j  fo  every  day  at  low  water  I 
went  on  board,  and  brought  away 
fomething  or  other ;  but  particularly 
the  third  time  I  went,  I  brought  away 
as  much  of  the  rigging\as  I  could,  as* 
alfo  all  the  fmall  ropes  and  rope- twine 
I  could  get,  with  a  piece  of  fpare  can- 
vas, which  was  to  mend  the  fails  upon 
occafion,  and  the  barrel  of  wet  gun- 
powder :  in  a  word,  I  brought  away- 
all  the  fails  firft  ami  toft«  only  that  I 
was  fain  to  cut  them  in  pitces,  and 
bring  as  much  as  I  could  ; 

for  they  were  no  more  uftiul  to  me  for 
fails,  but  as  mere  canvas  only. 

But  that  which  comforted  me  more 
ftill,  was,  tuat  «.<  .ill,  after  I 

had  made  fi  iges  a* 

tiick;,  and  thought  I  HIM  n«;ihing  more 
to  «.xpr6l  from  the  ihip,  that  wn- 
m-ddJing  with  ;  I  fay,  after  all  this,  I 
found  a  great  hogfhead  of  bread,  three 
large  nmdlets  of  rum  or  (pints,  a  box 
of  fine  fugar,  and  a  barrel  of  fine 
flour  :  this  was  furprizing  to  me,  be- 
raufe  I  had  given  ovir  txpccT.: 
more  pro<.ifions,  except  what  was  Ipoil- 
$d  by  the  water.  1  foon  emptied  the 
hogfhead 
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fcogfliead  of  that  bread,  and  wrapped 
it  up,  parcel  by  parcel,  in  pieces  of  the 
fails,  which  I  cut  out  ;  and,  in  a 
word,  I  got  all  this  fate  on  more  alfo, 
though  at  feveral  times. 

The  next  day  I  made  another  voy- 
age; and  now  having  plundered  the 
fhip  of  what  was  portable,  and  fit  to 
hand  out,  I  began  with  the  cables;  and 
cutting  the  great  cable  into  pieces,  fuch 
as  I  could  move,  I  got  two  cables  and 
an  hawier  on  more,  with  all  the  iron- 
work I  could  get ;  and  having  cut  down 
the  fprit-iail  yard  and  the  mizen-yard, 
and  every  thing  I  could  to  make  a 
large  raft,  I 'loaded  it  with  all  thofe 
heavy  goods,  and  came  away :  but  my 
good  luck  began  to  leave  me  ;  for  this 
raft  was  fo  unwieldy,  and  fo  overladen, 
•that  after  I  was  entered  the  little  cove, 
where  I  had  landed  the  reit  of  my 
goods,  not  being  able  to  guide  it  fo 
handily  as  I  did  the  other,  it  overfet, 
and  threw  me  and  all  my  cargo  into 
the  water.  As  for  myfeif,  it  was  no 
great  harm,  for  I  was  near  the  more  ; 
-but  as  to  my  cargo,  it  was  great  part 
of  it  loft,  efpecially  the  iron,  which  I 
expecled  would  have  been  of  great  ufe 
to  me  i  however,  when-  the  tide  was 
out,  I  got  molt  of  the  pieces  of  cable 
afliore,  and  fome  of  the  iron,  though 
with  infinite  labour,  for  I  was  fain  to 
dip  for  it  into  the  water,  a  work  which 
f aligned  me  very  much;  after  this,  I 
went  every  day  on  board,  and  brought 
away  wbat  I  could  get. 

I  had  been  thirteen  days  on  more, 
and  had  been  eleven  times  on  board  the 
ihip  ;  in  which  time  I  had  brought 
away  all  that  one  pair  of  hands  could 
'well  be  fuppofed  capable  to  bring ; 
though  I  believe  verily,  had  the  calm 
weather  held,  I  mould  have  brought 
away  the  whole  (hip,  piece  by  piece  : 
but  preparing  the  twelfth  time  to  go 
on  board,  I  found  the  wind  began  to 
rife  ;  however,  at  low  water,  I  went  on 
boardj  and  though  I  thought  I  had  rum- 
maged the  cabin  fo  effectually  as  that 
nothing  more  could  be  found,  yet  I 
difcovered  a  locker  with  drawers  in  it, 
in  one  of  which  I  found  two  or  three 
razors,  -and  one  pair  of  large  fciflars, 
with  ten  or  a  dozen  good  knives  and 
forks  ;  in  another,  I  found  about  thir- 
ty-fix pounds  value  in  money,  fome 
European  coin,  fome  Brazil,  fome  pieces 
of  eight,  fome  gold,  fome  filver. 

I  liniled  to  rayfelf  at  the  fight  of 


this  money.     *  O  drug  P  faid  I  aloud, 
what  art  thou  good  for  ?    thou  art 
not  worth  to  me,  no,  not  the  taking 
off  the  ground  !  one  of  thofe  knives 
is  worth  all  this   heap  ;  I  have  no 
manner  of  ufe  for  thee  j  even  remain 
where  thou  ait,  and  go  to  the  bot- 
tom as  a  creature  whole  life  is  not 
worth  faving  T  However,  upon  fecond 
thoughts,  I  took  it  away,  and  wrap- 
ping all  this  in  a  piece  of  canvas,  I 
began  to  think  of  making  another  raft; 
but  while  I  was  preparing  this,  I  found 
the  fky  over-caft,  and  the  wind  began 
to  rife,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  it 
blew  a  frefli  gale  from  the  more ;   it 
prefently  occurred  to  me,  that  it  was 
in  vain  to  pretend  to  make  a  raft,  with 
the  wind  off  more,  and  that  it  was  my 
bufmefs  to  be  gone  before  the  tide  of 
flood  began,  otherwife  I  might  not  be 
able  to  reach  the  more  at  all  :  accord- 
ingly, I  let  myfeif  down  into  the  water, 
and    fwam  crofs   the  channel,    which 
lay  between  the  fhip  and  the  land,  a»d 
even  that  with  difficulty  enough,  part- 
ly with  the  weight  of  the  things  I  had 
about  me,  and  partly  the  roughnefs  of 
the  water ;    for  the    wind    role    very 
haitily,  and  before  it  was    quite  high 
water,  it  blew  a  itorm. 

But  I  was  gotten  home  to  my  little 
tent,,  where  I  lay  with  ail  my  wealth 
about  me  very  fecure.  It  blew  very 
hard  all  tha:  night;  and  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  I  looked  out,  behold,  no 
more  fliip  was  to  be  feen.  I  was  a 
little  furprized  ;  but  recovered  myfelr. 
with  this  fatisfactory  reflection;  viz. 
that  I  had  loft  no  time,  nor  abated  any 
diligence,  to  get  every  thing  out  of  her 
that  could  be  ufeful  to  me  ;  and  that 
indeed  there  was  little  left  in  her  that. I 
was  able  to  bring  away,  if  I  had  had 
more  time.  I  now  gave  over  any  more 
thought  of  the  fnip,  or  of  any  thing 
out  of  her,  except  what  might  drive 
on  more  from  her  wreck,  as  indeed 
divers  pieces  of  her  afterwards  did  ; 
but  thofe  things  were  of  fmall  ufe 
to  me. 

My  thoughts  were  now  wholly  em- 
ployed about  fecuring  myfeif  agaiuil 
either  favages,  if  any  Oiould  appear, 
or  wild  beafts,  if  any  were  in  the 
iiland ;  and  I  had  many  thoughts  &$ 
the  method  how  to  do  this,  and  what 
kind  of  dwelling  to  make  ;  whether  I 
Ihould  make  me  a  cave  in  the  earth,  or 
a  tent  upon  the  earth :  and,  in  ihort, 

Ire- 
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I  rtfolved  Upon  both  ;  the  manner  and 
defcription  of  which  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  give  an  account  of. 

1  loon  found  the  place  1  was  in  was 
not  tor  ray  feitleHKnr,  particularly  be- 
caulc  it  was  upon  a  low  moorilh  grounxl 
near  the  iea,  and  I  believed  would  not 
be  whoieibme,  and  more  particularly, 
became  there  was  no  water  near  it  j  fb 
I  reiolvel  to  find  a  more  healthy  and 
more  convenient  fpot  of  ground. 

I  confuhed  feveral  things  in  my 
fituation,  which  I  found  would  be  pro- 
per for  mej  firft,  health,  and  frefh 
water,  as  I  juft  now  mentioned  ;  fe- 
condly,  fhelter  from  the  heat  of  the 
fun  ;  thirdly,  focurity  from  ravenous 
creatures,  whether  man  orbeatt;  fourth- 
ly, a  view  to  the  iea,  that  if  God  lent 
any  mip  in  fight,  I  might  not  lo(e  any 
advantage  of  my  deliverance,  for  which 
I  was  not  willing  to  baniih  my  ex- 
pectation yet. 

•In  fearch  of  a  place  proper  for  this, 
I  found  a  little  plain  on  the  fide  of  a 
riling  hill,  whole  form  towards  this 
little  plain,  was  as  iteep  as  an  houfe 
lide,  io  that  nothing  could  come  down 
upon  me  from  the  top  :  on  the  fide  of 
this  rock  there  was  an  hollow  place, 
\vorn  a  little  way  in,  like  the  entrance 
or  door  of  a  cave,  but  there  was  not 
really  any  cave  or  way  into  the  rock 
at  all. 

On  the  flat  of  the  green,  juft  before 
this  hollow  place,  I  relblvcd  to  pitch 
my  tent.  This  plain  was  not  above 
an  hundred  yards  broad,  and  about 
twice  as  long,  and  lay  like  a  green  be- 
fore the  door,  and  at  the  end  of  it  de- 
i'ctnded  irregularly  every  way  down  in- 
to the  low  grounds  by  the  fea-fide. 
It  was  on  the  N.N.W.  fide  of  the 
hill,  fo  that  it  was  flickered  from  the 
tety  day,  till  it  came  to  a  W. 
and  by  S.  fun,  or  thereabouts,  which 

•it%  countries  is  near  the  fetting. 
Before  I  fet  up  my  tent,  I  drew  an 
half  circle  hcf  ft  the  hollow  place, 
which  took  in  about  ten  yards  in  it's 
fcmi-diamcter,  from  the  rock, and  twenty 
yards  in  it's  diameter,  from  it's  begin- 
ning and  ending. 

In  this  half  circle  I  pitched  two  rows 
of  ftrong  flakes,  driving  them  into  the 
ground  till  they  (tood  very  firm  like 
piles  ;  the  biggelt  end  being  out  of 
the  ground  above  five  feet  and  ai. 
and  marpened  on  the  top  :  the  two 
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rows  did  not  ftand   above  fix  inches 
from  one  another. 

Then  I  took  the  pieces  of  cable 
which  I  had  cut  in  the  mip,  and  laid 
them  in  rows  upon  one  another,  with- 
in the  circle,  between  thole  two  rows 
of  Itakes,  up  to  the  top  ;  placing  other 
Itakcs  in  the  infide,  leaning  againit 
them,  about  two  feet  and  a  half  high, 
like  a  four  to  a  poft  i  and  this  fence 
was  fo  itrong,  that  neither  man  or 
bealt  could  get  into  it,  or  over  it. 
This  colt  me  a  great  deal  of  time  and 
labour,  efpecially  to  cut  the  piles  in 
the  wood,  bring  them  to  the  place,  and 
drive  them  into  the  earth. 

The  entrance  into  this  place  I  matfc 
to  be,  not  by  a  door,  but  by  a  Ihoit 
ladder  to  go  over  the  top  j  whit 
der,  when  I  was  in,  I  lifted  over  after 
me;  and  fo  I  was  compleatly  fenced 
in,  and  fortified,  as  I  thought,  from 
all  the  world,  and  consequently  ilept 
fecure  in  the  night,  which  otherwise 
I  could  not  have  done  j  though,  as  it 
appeared  afterwards,  there  was  no  need 
of  all  this  caution  from  the  enemies  I 
had  apprehended  danger  from. 

Into  this  fence,  or  fortrefs,  with  in- 
finite labour,  I  carried  all  my  riches, 
all  my  provifions,  ammunition,  and 
ftores,  of  which  you  have  the  account 
above  j  and  I  made  me  a  large  tent  alfo, 
to  preferve  me  from  the  rains,  that  in 
one  part  of  the  year  are  very  violent 
there.  I  made  itdouble ;  viz.  onefmaller 
tent  within,  and  one  larger  tent  above 
it  j  and  covered  the  uppermoft  part  of 
it  with  a  large  tarpaulin,  which  I  had 
faved  among  the  lails. 

And  now  I  lay  no  more  for  a  while 
in  the  bed  which  I  had  brought  on 
more,  but  in  an  hammock,  whicli 
was  indeed  a  very  good  one,  and  be- 
longed to  the  mate  of  the  fiiip. 

Into  this  tent  1  brought  ail  my  pro- 
vifions, and  every  thing  that  would 
ipoil  by  the  wet  j  and  having  thus  in- 
ciofeii  all  my  goods,  I  made  up  the 
entrance,  which  till  now  I  had  Lit 
open,  and  fo  paflcd  and  repealed,  as 
laid,  by  a  ihort  ladder. 

When  1  had  done  this,  I  began  to 
work  my  way  into  the  rock,  and  bring- 
ing all  the  earth  and  Itones  that  * 
down,  out  through  my  tent,  I  laid 
iluin  up  within  my  fence  in  the  nature 
:  .  race,  fo  that  it  railed  the  ground 
within  about  a  foot  and  an  half  j  and 

thus 
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thus  I  made  a  cave  juft  behind  my 
tent,  which  ferved  me  like  a  cellar  to 
my  houie. 

It  colt  me  much  labour,  and  many 
days,  before  all  thefe  things  were 
brought  to  perfection  ;  and  therefore  I 
mutt  go  back  to  fome  other  things 
which  took  up  fome  of  my  thoughts. 
At  the  fame  time  it  happened,  after  I 
had  laid  my  fcheme  for  the  letting  up 
the  tent,  and  making  the  cave,  that  a 
ftorm  of  rain  falling  from  a  thick  dark 
cloud,  a  fudden  flam  of  lightning  hap- 
pened, and  after  that>  a  great  clap  of 
thunder,  as  is  naturall)  the 'effect  of  it: 
I  was  not  fo  much  furprized  with  the 
lightning,  as  I  was  with  the  thought 
which  darted  into  my  mind  as  fvvift  as 
the  lightning  itfelf :  *  O  my  powder  !' 
My  very  heart  funk  within  me,  when 
I  thought,  that  at  one  blaft  all  my 
powder  might  be  deftroyed  :  on  which, 
not  my  defence  only,  but  the  providing 
me  food,  as  I  thought,  entirely  de- 
pended. I  was  nothing  near  fo  anxious 
about  my  own  danger  j  though,  had 
the  powder  took  fire,  I  had  never  known 
who  had  hurt  me. 

Such  impreffion  did  this  make  upon 
me,  that  after  the  ftorm  was  over,  I 
laid  afide  all  my  work,  my  building 
and  fortifying,  and  applied  myfelf  to 
make  bags  and  boxes  to  feparate  my 
powder,  and  to  keep  it  a  little  and  a 
little  in  a  parcel,  in  hopes,  that  what- 
ever might  come,  it  might  not  all  take 
fare  at  once,  and  to  keep  fo  apart, 
that  it  mould  not  be  pofllble  to  make 
one  part  fire  another.  I  rmifhed  this 
work  in  about  a  fortnight  j  and  I  think 
my  powder,  which  in  all  was  about 
Impounds  weight,  was  divided  into  no 
lefs  than  an  hundred  parcels.  As  to 
the  barrel  that  had  been  wet,  I  did  not 
apprehend  any  danger  from  that,  fo  I 
placed  it  in  my  new  cave,  which  in  my 
fancy  I  called  my  kitchen  ;  and  the 
reft  I  hid  up  and  down  in  holes  among 
the  rocks,  fo  that  no  wet  might  come 
to  it,  marking  very  carefully  where 
I  laid  it. 

In  the  interval  of  time  while  this 
was 'doing,  I  went  o\it  at  leaft  once 
every  day  with  my  gun,  as  well  to  di- 
vert myfelf,  as  to  lee  if  I  could  kill 
any  thing  fit  for  food,  and  as  near  as 
I  could  to  acquaint  myfelf  with  what 
the  illand  produced.  The  firft  time  I 
went  out,  I  prefently  difcovered,  that 
there  were  goats  in  the  ifland,  which 


was  a  great  fatisfaftion  to  me ;  but 
then  it  was  attended  with  this  misfor- 
tune to  me,  viz.  that  they  were  fo  fay, 
fo  lubtle,  and  fo  fwift  of  foot,  that  it 
was  the  difficulteft  thing  in  the  world 
to  come  at  them;  but  I  was  not  dif- 
couraged  at  this,  not  doubting -,but  I 
might  now  and  then  (hoot  one,  as  it 
ibon  happened  ;  for  after  I  had  found 
their  haunts  a  little,  I  laid  wait  in  this 
manner  for  them.  I  'obierved,  if  they 
law  me  in  the  vallies,  though  they 
were  upon  \he  rocks,  they  would  run 
away  as  in  a  terrible  fright;  but  if 
they  were  feeding  in  the  vallies  and 
I  was  xtpon  the  rocks,  they  took  no  no- 
tice of  me  j  from  whence  I  concluded, 
that  by  the  pofition  of  their  opticks, 
their  fight  was  fo  directed  downward, 
that  they  did  not  readily  fee  objects  that 
were  above  them  :  fo  afterwards  I  took 
this  method  j  I  always  climbed  the 
rocks  firft,  to  get  above  them,  and 
then  had  frequently  a  fair  mark.  The 
firft  fhot  I  made  among  thefe  creatures, 
I  killed  a  fhe-goat  which  had  a  little 
kid  by  her,  which  me  gave  fuck  to, 
which  grieved  me  heartily ;  but  whea 
the  old  one  fell,  the  kid  ftood  ftock- 
Itill  by  her  till  I  came  and  took  her  up; 
and  not  only  fo,  but  when  I  carried  the 
old  one  with  me  upon  my  moulders, 
the  kid  followed  me  quite  to  my  in- 
clofure  ;  upon  which  I  laid  down  the 
dam,  and  took  the  kid  in  my  arms, 
and  carrried  it  over  my  pale,  in  hopes 
to  have  bred  it  up  tame  ;  but  it  would 
not  eat  5  fo  I  was  forced  to  kill  it,  and 
eat  it  myfelf:  thefe  two  fupplied  me 
with  flefli  a  great  while,  for  I  eat  fpar- 
ingly,  and  faved  my  provifions  (my 
bread  efpecially)  as  much  as  poflibly  I 
could. 

Having  now  fixed  my  habitation,  I 
found  it  abfolutely  necelTary  to  provide 
a  place  to  make  a  fire  in,  and  fuel 
to  burnj  and  what  I  did  for  that, 
as  alfo  how  I  inlarged  my  cave,  and 
what  conveniences  I  made,  I  mail 
give  a  full  account  of  in  it's  place : 
but  I  muft  firft  give  fome  little  ac- 
count of  myfelf,  and  of  my  thoughts 
about  living,  which  it  may  well  be  iup- 
pofed  were  not  a  few. 

I  had  a  difmal  profpecl  of  mv  condi- 
tion ;  for  as  I  was  not  call  away  upon 
that  ifland  without  being  driven,  as  is 
faid  by  a  violent  ftorm  quite  out  of 
the  courfe  of  our  intended  voyage,  and 
a  great  way,  viz.  fome  hundreds  6f 
E  leagues 
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leagues  out  of  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
the  track  of  mankind,  I  had  great  ica- 
lon  to  coJifider  it  as  a  dcu-rniination  of 
\ uvven^ut  in  this  defolatc  place,  and 
i ,  I  ihould  end 

my  life  :  the  tears  would  run  plentiful- 
ly .down  my  free  \vhcn  I  made  thdo 
rcflcurons  ;  and  limn  times  I  would  ex- 
poftuhte  with  imfelf,  why  Providence 
mould  thus  compkatly  ruin  it's  crea- 
tures, and  render  tht'ni  ib  absolutely 
jniferable,  fo  without  help  abandoned, 
and  fo  entirely  deprelTcd,  that  it  could 
hardly  be  rational  to  be  thankful  for 
i'uch  a  life. 

But  fomething  always  returned  fwift 
upon  me  to  check  thefe  thoughts,  and 
to  reprove   me ;  and   particularly,  one 
day  walking^ with  my  gun  in  my  hand 
by  the  lea-fide,  I   was    very    pen  five 
upon  the  fubjecl:  of  my  prefent  condi- 
tion,   when  Reafon,   as   it  were,   put 
in,  expoftulating   with  me    the   other 
way,  thus  :  «  Well,  you  are  in  a  de- 
folate  condition,  'tis  true  ;   but,  pray, 
remember,  where  are  the  reft  of  you  ! 
Did  net  you  come  eleven  of  you  into 
the  boat  ?  Where  are  the  ten  ?  Why 
were  not  they  laved,   and  you   loft'? 
Why  are    you   iingled   out  ?    Is    it 
better  to  be  here  or  there?'     And 
lien  I  painted  to  the  lea.     All  evils 
are  to  be  considered  with  the  good  that 
is  in  them,  and  wkh  what  worfe  attend- 
ed them. 

Then  it  occurcd  to  me  again,  how 
•well  I  was  furnifhed  for  my  fubfiftence, 
and  what  would  have  been  my  caie, 
jf  it  had  not  happened,  nvbifb  was 
an  hundred  theufand  to  one,  that  the 
ihip  floated  from  the  place  where  firft 
flie  ftruck,  and  was  driven  fo  near  to 
the  fliore  that  I  had  time  to  get'  all 
Thefe  things  out  of  her.  What  would 
have  been  my  cafe,  if  I  had  been  to 
have  lived  in  the  condition  in  which  I 
at  firft  came  on  fliore,  without  nee- . 
of  life,  or  any  means  to  fupply  and 
procure  them  :  '  Particularly,'  faid  I 
aloud,  (though  to  my ielf)  «  what  • 

*  I  have  done  without  a  gun  ;   without 

*  ammunition ;    without  any  tools  to 

*  make  any  thing  j  or  to  work  with  ? 

*  without  <  'adding,    .1 
e  or  any  m?nner  of  Covu  ir^ 
that  new  I  had  all  ihiie  to  ' 
quantity,    ;.                .:.  a  fair  v. 

1 ::  myfelf  in  l\id'  .  MS  to 

live  without  my  :  >-.y  ammu- 

nition was  fpent,  fo  that  I  hud  a  tole- 


rable view  of  fubfifting  without  ary 
want  as  long  as  I  lived  :  fur  I  confi- 
dered  from  the  beginning  how  I  would 
provide  tor  the  accidents  that  might 
happen,  and  for  the  time  that  was  to 
come,  even  not  only  after  my  ammu- 
nition fliould  be  fpent,  but  even  aftex 
my  health  or  ftrength  mould  dc 

I  confefs  I  had  not  then  entertained 
any  notion  of  my  ammunition  being 
deftroyed  at  one  blaft,  I  mean,  my  pow- 
der being  blown  up  by  lightning  ;  and 
this  made  the  thoughts  of  it  furpri/.ing 
to  me,  when  it  lightned  ami  thunder- 
ed, as  J  obfervcd  juft  now.. 

And  now,  being  to  enter  into  a  me- 
lancholy relation  of  a  fcene  of  filent 
life,  fuch  perhaps  as  was  never  heard 
of  in  the  world  before,  I  (hall  take  .It 
from  it's  beginning,  and  continue  it  in 
it's  order.  It  was,  by  my  account, 
the  30th  of  September,  when,  in  the 
manner  as  above  faid,  I  firft  fet  foot 
upon  this  horrid  illand,  when  the  fur., 
being  to  us,  in  it's  autumnal  equinox., 
was  ulmoft  juft  over  my  head;  for  I 
reckoned  myfelf,  by  obfervation,  to 
be  in  the  latitude  of  9  degrees  az  mi- 
nutes fouth  .of  the  line. 

After  I  had  been  there  about  ten  or 
twelve  days,  it  came  into  my  thoughts 
that  I  fliould  lofe  my  reckoning  of  time 
for  want  of  books,  and  pen  and  ink, 
and  fliould  even  forget  the  fabbath- 
days  from  the  working-days  :  but  to 
prevent  this,  I  cut  it  with  my  kniie 
upon  a  large  poir,  in  capital  letters  ; 
and  making  it  into  a  great  crofs,  I  fa 
it  up  or.  the  (here  where  I  firft  landed, 
viz.  *  I  came  on  fliore  here  the  ^oth 
1  of  September  1659.'  Upon  the  fides 
of  this  fquare  poft  I  cut  every  day  a 
notch  with  my  knife,  and  every  feventh 
notch  was  as  long  again  as  the  reft, 
and  every  firft  day  of  the  month  as  long 
again  as  thatlongone  j  and  thus  I  kept 
my  calendar,  or  weekly,  monthly,  and 
yearly  reckoning  of  time. 

In  the  next  place,  we  are  toobfcrve, 
that  among  the  many  things  which  I 
brought  from  the  fnip  in  fevcral  voy- 
ages, which  (as  above-mentioned)  I 
made  to  it.  '.  eral  things  of 

Irfs  value,  but  not  al  all  Id's  ulcful  to 
me,  which  1 

.  Ink,  and 

j  urn's, 

keep- 

, 

thcmatical  inflrumciiU,  dials,  perlnec- 
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tfves,  charts,  and  books  of  navigation, 
aU  which  I  huddled  together,  whether 
I  mi^ht  wane  them  or  no  ;  alib  I  found 
three  very  good  bibles,  which  came  to 
me  in  my  cargo  from  England,  and 
which  I  had  packed  up  among  my 
things  ;  fome  Portuguese  books  alfo, 
and  among  them,  two  or  three  PopiJh 
prayer-books,  and  fcvcral  other  books, 
all  which  I  carefully  fecured.  And  I 
muft  not  forget  that  we  had  in  the 
ihip  a  dog  and  two  cats,  of  whofe 
eminent  hiftory  I  mu ft  have  occafion  to 
fay  foraething  in  it's  place  ;  for  I  car- 
ried both  the  cats  with  me  ;  and  as  for 
the  dog,  ke  jumped  out  of  the  fhip  of 
himfelf,  and  (warn  on  more  to  me  the 
day  after  I  went  on  more  with  my  firft 
cargo,  and  was  a  trufty  fervant  to  rae 
many  years  :  I  wanted  nothing  that 
he  could  fetch  me,  nor  any  company 
that  he  could  make  up  to  nae  $  I  only 
wanted  to  have  him  talk  to  rae,  but 
that  he  could  not  do.  As  I  obferved 
before,  I  found  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
a$d  I  hufbanded  them  to  the  utmoit  ; 
aad  I  flrill  fhew,  that  while  my  ink 
lafted,  I  kept  things  very  exaft,  but 
after  that  was  gone,  I  .could  not  5  for 
I  could  not  make  any  ink,  by  any 
means  that  I  could  get. 

And  this  put  me  in  mind  that  I 
wanted  many  things,  notwithstanding 
all  that  I  had  amafled  together  :  and  of 
thefe,  this  of  ink  was  one  ;  as  alfo  a 
fpade,  pick-axe,  and  fhovel,  to  dig  or 
remove  the  earth  ;  needles,  pins,  and 
thread..  As  for  linen,  I  foon  learned  to 
want  that  without  much  difficulty. 

This  want  of  tools  made  every' work 
J  .did  gp  021  heavily,  and  it  was  near 

EVIL. 

I  am  caS:  upon  an  horrible  defolaie 
ijjand  j  void  of  all  hope  of  recovery. 

I  am  fingled  out  and  feparated,  as  it 
were  from  all  the  world,  to  be  mi- 
ferabfe. 


I  am  divided  from  mankind,  a  foll- 
tary,  one  banifhed  from  human  fo- 
ci ety. 

I  Jjave  no  cloaths  to  cover  me. 


a  whole  year  before  I  had  entirely 
finifhed  nay  little  pale,  or  iurrounded 
habitation  :  the  piles  or  (lakes,  which 
were  as  heavy  as  I  could  well  lift, 
were  a  long  time  in  cutting  and  prepar- 
ing in  the  woods,  and  more  by  far  in 
bringing  home ;  To  that  I  fpent  ibine- 
times  two  days  in  cutting  and  bringing 
home  one  of  thofe  polls,  and  a  third 
day  in  driving  it  into  the  ground ;  for 
which  purpole  I  got  a  heavy  piece  of 
wood  at  fin},  but  at  Jaft  bethought  my- 
felf  of  one  of  the  iron  crows,  which 
however,  though  I  found,  it  yet  made 
driving  thofe  ports  or  piles  very  labo- 
rious, and  tedious  work. 

But  what  need  I  have  been  concerned 
at  the  tedioufnefs  of  any  thing. I  had 
to  do,  feeing  I  had  time  enough  to 
do  it  in  !  Nor  had  I  any  other  employ- 
ment, if  that  had  been  over,  at  leaft 
that  I  could  forefee,  except  the  rang- 
ing the  ifland  to  feek  for  food,  whicli 
I  did  more  or  lefs  every  day. 

I  now  began  ferioufly  to  consider  my 
condition,  and  the  circumftances  I  was 
reduced  to,  and  I  drew  up  the  Hate  of 
my  affairs  in  writing}  not  fo  much  to 
leave  them  to  any  that  were  to  corns 
after  me,  (for  I  was  like  to  have  but 
few  heirs)  as  to  deliver  my  thoughts 
from  daily  poring  upon  them,  and  af-  . 
fli6ling  my  mind  ;  and  as  my  reafon 
began  now  to  matter  my  defpondency, 
I  began  to  comfort  myfelf  as-well  as 
I  could,  and  fo  let  the  good  againft  r 
the  evil,  that  I  might  have  fomething  . 
to  diftinguifh  my  cafe  from  worie  $  and 
I  ftated  it  very  impartially,  like  debtor 
and  creditor,  (the  comfort  I  enjoyed, 
agj-unft  jhe  miferies  I  fuffered)  thus  : 

GOOD. 

Bat  I  am  aiive,  and  not  drowned,  as 
all  my  mip's  company  was. 

But  I  am  fmgled  out  too  from  all  the 
ihip's  crew,  to  be  fpared  from  death  ; 
and  He  that  miraculoufly  faved  me 
from  death,  can  deliver  me  from  this 
condition. 

But  I  am  not'ftarved,  and  periling  on, 
a  barren  place,  affording  no  fatten-  . 
ance. 

But  I  am  in  an  hot  climate,  where,  if 
J  had  cloaths,  J  could  hardly  wear 
them. 


ROBINSON    CRUSOE. 


EVIL. 

I  am  without  any  defence  or  means  to 
refift  any  violence  of  man  or  bcaft. 


I  have  no  foul  to  /peak  to,  or  relieve 
me. 


Upon  the  whole,  here  was  an  un- 
doubted teitimony,  that  there  was 
fcarce  any  condition  in  the  world  fo 
miferabie,  but  there  was  fomething 
negative,  or  fomething  pofitive,  to  be 
thankful  in  it ;  and  let  this  (land  as  a 
direction  from  the  experience  of  the 
mod  miferabie  of  all  conditions  in 
this  world,  that  we  may  always  find 
in  it  fomething  to  comfort  ourfelves 
from,  and  to  let,  in  thedefcription  of 
good  and  evil,  on  the  credit  fide  of 
the  account. 

Having  now  brought  my  mind  a 
little  to  relifli  my  condition,  and  giv- 
ing over  looking  out  to  fea,  to  fee  if 
I  could  fpy  a  fhip  ;  I  fay,  giving  over 
thefe  things,  I  began  to  apply  myfelf 
to  accommodate  my  way  of  living, 
and  to  make  things  as  eafy  to  me  as  I 
could. 

I  have  already  defcribed  my  habi- 
tation, which  was  a  tent  under  the  fide 
of  a  rock,  furrounded  with  a  ftrong 
pale  of  ports  and  cables,  but  I  might  now 
rather  call  it  a  wall ;  for  I  raifed  a  kind 
of  wall  up  againft  it  of  turfs,  about 
two  feet  thick  on  the  outfide  ;  and  af- 
ter fome  time,  (I  think  it  was  a  year 
and  an  half)  I  raifed  rafters  from  it, 
Je-aning  to  the  rock,  and  thatched  or 
covered  it  with  boughs  of  trees,  and 
fuch  things  as  I  could  get  to  keep  out 
the  rain,  which  I  found  at  fome  times 
of  the  year  very  violent. 

I  have  already  obferved  how  I 
brought  all  my  goods  into  this  pale, 
and  into  the  cave  which  I  had  made 
behind  me  ;  but  I  muft  obferve  too, 
that,  at  firft,  this  was  a  confufed  heap 
of  goods,  which,  as  they  lay  in  no  or- 
der, fo  they  took  up  all  my  place:  I 
had  no  room  to  turn  myfelf,  fo  I  fat 
myfelf  to  enlarge  my  cave,  and  work- 
ed farther  into  the  earth  ;  for  it  was 
a  loofe  fandy  rock-,  which  yielded 
eafiJy,  to  the  labour  ,1  bcftowed  on  it : 


GOOD. 

But  I  am  caft  on  an  iftard  where  T  fee 
no  wild  beafts  to  hurt  me,  as  I  faw 
on  the  coaft  of  Africa:  and  what  if 
I  had  been  fhipwrecked  there? 

But  God  wonderfully  fent  the  fhip  in 
near  enough  to  the  fliore,  that  I  have 
gotten  out  fo  many  necefTary  things 
as  will  either  fupply  my  wants,  or 
enable  me  to  fupply  myfelf,  even  as 
Jong  as  I  live. 

and  fo  when  I  found  T  was  pretty  fafe 
as  to  beafts  of  prey,  I  worked  fide- 
ways  to  the  right-hand  into  the  rock  j 
and,  then  turning  to  the  nght  again, 
worked  quite  out,  and  made  my  door 
to  come  out  on  the  outfide  of  my  pale 
or  fortification. 

This  gave  me  not  only  egrefs  and 
regrefs,  as  it  was  a  back-way  to  my 
tent,  and  to  my  ftore-houfe,  but  gave 
me  room  to  ftow  my  goods. 

And  now  I  began  to  apply  myfelf  to 
make  fuch  neceflary  things  as  I  found 
I  moft  wanted,  particularly  a  chair 
and  a  table  j  for  without  thefe,  I  was 
not  able  to  enjoy  the  few  comforts  I 
had  in  the  world  ;  I  could  not  write 
or  eat,  or  do  feveral  things,  with  fo 
much  pleafure,  without  a  table. 

So  I  went  to  work  j  and  here  I  muft 
needs  obferve,  that  as  reafon  is  the 
fubftance  and  original  of  the  mathe- 
maticks,  fo,  by  ftating  and  fquaring 
every  thing  by  reafon,  and  by  making 
the  moft  rational  judgment  of  things, 
every  man  may  be,  in  time,  mafter 
of  every  mechanick  art.  I  had  never 
handled  a  tool  in  my  life,  and  yet  in 
time,  by  labour,  application,  and  con- 
trivance, I  found  at  laft  that  I  want- 
ed nothing  but  I  could  have  made  it, 
efpecially  if  I  had  had  tools  ;  how- 
ever, I  made  abundance  of  things  even 
without  tools,  and  fome  with  no  more 
tools  than  an  adze  and  an  hatchet, 
which  perhaps  were  never  made  that 
way  before,  and  that  with  infinite  la- 
bour. For  example;  if  I  wanted  a 
board,  I  had  no  other  way  but  to  cut 
down  a  tree,  ftt  it  on  an  edge  before 
me,  and  hew  it  flat  on  cither  fide  with 
my  axe,  till  I  had  brought  it  to  be  as 
thin  as  a  plank,  and  then  club  it  fmooth 
with  my  adze  :  it  is  true,  by  this  me- 
thod I  could  make  but  one  board  out 
of  a  whole  tree  ;  but  this  1  had  no  re- 
medy for  but  patience,  any  more  than 

I  had 


ROBINSON    CRUSOE. 


I  had  for  the  prodigious  deal  of  time 
and  labour  which  it  took  me  up  to 
make  a  plank  or  board  :  but  my  time 
or  labour  was  little  worth,  and  fo  it 
was  as  well  employed  one  way  as 
another. 

However,  I  made  me  a  table  and 
a  chair,  as  I  obferved  above,  in  the 
firft  place,  and  this  I  did  out  of  the 
fhort  pieces  of  boards  that  I  brought 
on  my  raft  from  the  mip :  but  when 
I  had  wrought  out  fome  boards,  as 
above,  I  made  large  (helves  of  the 
breadth  of  a  foot  and  an  half,  one 
over  another,  all  along  one  fide  of  my 
cave,  to  lay  all  my  tools,  nails,  and 
iron-work  j  and,  in  a  word,  to  fe- 
parate  every  thing  at  large  in  their 
places,  that  I  might  eafily  come  at 
them ;  alfo  I  knocked  pieces  into  the 
wall  of  the  rock,  to  hang  my  guns, 
and  all  things  that  would  hangup. 

So  that,  had  my  cave  been  to  be 
feen,  it  looked  like  a  general  magazine 
of  all  neceflary  things  j  and  I  had 
every  thing  fo  ready  at  my  hand,  that 
it  was  a  great  pleafure  to  me  to  fee  ail 
my  goods  in  fuch  order,  and  efpecially 
to  find  my  ftock  of  all  neceffaries  fo 
great. 

And  now  it  was  when  I  began  to 
Jceep  a  journal  of  every  day's  employ- 
ment ;  for,  indeed,  at  firft  I  was  in  too 
much  hurry,  and  not  only  an  hurry  as 
to  labour,  but  in  too  much  difcompo- 
iure  of  mind,  and  my  journal  would 
have  been  full  of  many  dull   things. 
For  example  j  I  muft  have  laid  thus  : 
September   the    joth,  after  I  got  to 
fhore,  and  had  efcaped  drowning,  in- 
ftead  of  being  thankful  to  God  for  my 
deliverance,  having  firft  vomited,  with 
a  great  quantity  of  fait  water,  which 
was  gotten  into  my  ftomach,  and  re- 
covering myfelf  a  little,  I  ran  about 
the  more,  wringing  my  hands,    and 
beating  my  head  and  face,  exclaiming 
at  my  mifery,  and  crying  out,  I  was 
undone,  undone  \  till,  tired  and  faint, 
I  was  forced  to  1  ie  down  on  the  ground 
to  repofe,  but  durft  not  fleep  for  fear 
of  being  devoured. 
'  Some  days  after  this,  and  after  I  had 
been  on  board  the  mip,  and  had  got 
all  I  could  out  of  her,  yel  I  could  not 
forbear  getting  up  to  the  top  of  a  lit- 
tle mountain,  and  looking  out  to  fea, 
in  hopes  of  feeing  a  fhip ;  then  fancy  at 

*  a  vaftdiftancelfpied  afail,pleafemy- 

*  felf  with  the  hopes  of  it,  and  then  after 
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'  looking  fteadily  till  I  was -a]  mod 
'  blind,  lofe  it  quite,  and  fit  down  and 
'  weep  like  a  child,  and  thus  inereafc 
1  my  milery  by  my  folly/ 

But  having  gotten  over  thefe  things 
in  fome  meafure,  and  having  fettled 
my  houfliold  (tuff  and  habitaiion,/ 
made  me  a  table  and  a  chair,  and  all 
as  handfome  about  me  as  I  could,  I 
began,  I  fay,  to  keep  my  journal,  of 
which  I  (hall  here  give  you  the  copy 
(though  in  it  will  be  told  all  thefe 
particulars  over  again)  as  long  as  it 
Jafted  j  for  at  lalt,  having  no  more  ink, 
I  was  forced  to  leave  it  off. 


JOURNAL. 

SEPTEMBER  30, 1659.  I,  poor 
miferable  Robinfon  Crufoe.,  being 
Shipwrecked  during  a  dreadful  ftorm  in 
the  offing,  came  on  more  on  this  dif- 
mal,  unfortunate  ifland,  which  I  cail, 
The  Ifland  of  Defpair  j  ail  the  reft  of 
the  fliip's  company  being  drowned, 
and  myfelf  almoil  dead. 

All  the  reft  of  the  day  I  fpent  in  af- 
flicling  myfelf  at  the  difmal  circum- 
ftances  I  was  brought  toj  viz.  I  had 
neither  food,  houfe,  cloaths,  weapon, 
or  place  to  fly  to;  and,  in  defpair  of 
any  relief,  faw  nothing  but  death  be- 
fore me  5  either  that  I  fhould  be  de- 
voured by  wild  beafts,  murdered  by  fa- 
vages,  or  ftarved  to  death  for  want  of 
food.  At  the  approach  of  night  I  flept 
in  a  tree  for  fear  of  wild  creatures,  but 
flept  foundly,  tho1  it  rained  all  night. 

October  i.  In  the  morning,  I  law, 
to  my  great  furprize,  the  mip  had 
floated  with  the  high  tide,  and  was 
driven  on  more  again  much  nearer  the 
ifland  j  which,  as  it  was  fome  comfort 
on  one  hand,  (for  feeing  her  fit  upright, 
and  not  broken  in  pieces,  I  hoped,  if 
the  wind  abated,  I  might  get  on  board 
and  get  fome  food  and  necertHries  out 
of  her  for  my  relief;)  fo,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  renewed  my  grief  at  the  lofs 
of  my  comrades,  who,  I  imagined,  if 
we  had  all  ilaid  on  board,  might  have 
faved  the  mip,  or  at  leail  that  they 
would  not  have  been  all  drowned,  as 
they  were ;  and  that,  had  the  men 
been  faved,  we  might,  perhaps,  have 
built  us  a  boat  out  of  the  ruins  of  the 
mip,  to  have  carried  us  to  fome  other 
part  of  the  world.  I  fpent  great  part 
of  this  day,  in  perplexing  myfelf  on 
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thefe  things;    but  at  length,    feeing, 
the  fhip  nlmoft  dry,  I  went  upon  tlv 
fand  as  near  as  I  could,  am!  : 
on    board.    This    day   alfo   con; 
raining,  though  with  no  wind  ar  all. 

From  the  ift  of  October  to  the  24.^1. 
All  thefe  days  entirely  fpent  in  many 
feveral  voyages  to  get  all  I  could  out 
of  thefliip;  which  I  brought  on  more 
every  tide  of  flood  upon  rafts.  Much, 
rain  alfo  in  thefe  days,  though  with 
fome  intervals  o.f  fair  weather  :  but,  it 
feems,  this  was  the  rainy  feafon. 

October  24.  I  overfet  my  raft,  and 
all  the  goods  I  had  got  upon  it  j  but 
being  in  fhoal  water,  and  the  things 
being  chiefly  heavy,  I  recovered  many 
of  them  when  the  tide  was  out. 

Oclober  25.  It  rained  all  night  and 
all  day,  with  fome  gufts  of  wind  ;  dur- 
ing which  time  theThip  broke  in  pieces, 
the  wind  blowing  a  little  harder  tlum 
before,  and  was  no  more  to  be  feen, 
except  the  wreck  of  her,  and  that  only 
at  low  water.  I  /'pent  this  day  in  co- 
vering and  fecui  ing  the  goods  which  I 
had  laved,  that  the  rain  might  not  fpoii 
them. 

October  2.6.  I  walked  about  the 
fliore  almoft  aH  day,  to  find  out  a  place 
to  fix  my  habitation  ;  greatly  concern- 
ed to  fecure  myfelf  from  any  attack  in 
the  night,  either  from  wild  beaits  or 
men.  Towards  night  I  fixed  upon  a 
proper  place  under  a  rock,  and  mark- 
ed out  a  femi-circle  for  my  encamp- 
ment, which  I  relblved  to  ftrengthen 
with  a  work,  wall,  or  fortification, 
made  of  double  piles,  lined  within 
with  cable,  and  without  with  turf. 

From  the  26th  to  the  30th,  I  worked 
very  hard  in  carrying  ail  my  goods  to 
my  new  habitation,  though  fome  part 
of  the  time  it  rained  exceeding  hard. 

The  3ift,  in  the  morning,  I  went 
cut  into  the  iflantl  with  my  gun  to  fee 
fur  lomefood,  and  difcover  the  coun- 
try ;  when  I  killed  a  (lie-goat,  and  her 
kid  followed  me  home,  which  I  after- 
wards killed  alfo,  bccaufe  it  would 

•     'ed. 

mbcr  r.  I  fit  up  my  tent  un- 
<'cr  a  rock,  and  lay  there  for  the  firft 
jr.ghr,  making  it  as  large  as  I  could, 
with  itakes  dnv.-.-n  in  to  fwing  my 
In m mock  upon. 

November  z.  I  fet  up  all  my  chcfts 
•.nid  board?,  and  the  pieces  of  timber 
which  ma-/f  r.-.y  raft,  and  with  them 
tanned  a  iVnce  round  nve,  a  little  with- 


in the  place  I  had  marked  out  for  my 
fortification. 

November  3.  I  went  out  with  my 
gun,  and  killed  two  fowls  like  ducks, 
which  were  very  good  food.  In  the 
afternoon,  went  to  work  to  make  me 
a  table. 

November  4.  This  morning  I  be- 
gan to  order  my  times  of  work,  of 
going  out  with  my  gun,  time  of  fleep, 
and  time  of  diverfion  j  viz.  every  morn- 
ing I  walked  out  with  my  gun  for  two 
or  three  hours,  if  it  did  not  rain  j 
then  employed  myfelf  at  work  till  a- 
bout  eleven  o'clock  ;  then  eat  what  I 
had  to  live  on ;  and  from  twelve  to 
two  I  lay  down  to  fletp,  the  weather 
being  exceflive  hot  j  and  then  in  the 
evening  to  work  again:  the  working 
part  of  this  day  and  the  next  were 
wholly  employed  in  making  this  table, 
for  I  was  yet  but  a  very  Tbrry  work- 
man, tin-'Uh'h  time  and  neceflity  made 
me  a  compleat  r,  i snick  foon 

after,    as  I  believe  It   would  do  any 
one  elfe. 

November  5.  This  day  i 
bro-.id  with  my  gun  and  my  dog,  and 
killed  a  wild  cat,  her  fkin  pretty  foft, 
but  her  flefh  good  for  nothing  :  every 
creature  I  killed  I  took  oft' the  Ikins 
and  preferved  them.  Coming  back  by 
the  lea-fhore,  I  faw  many  foris  of  fea- 
fowls  which  I  did  not  underftand  ;  but 
was  furprized,  and  almoll  frighted, 
with  two  or  three  feals,  which,  while 
I  was  gazing  at,  not  well  knowing 
what  they  were,  got  into  the  fea,  and 
efcaped  me  for  that  time. 

November  6.  After  my  morning 
walk,  I  went  to  work  with  my  table 
again,  and  finished  it,  though  inot  to 
my  liking  j  nor  was  it  long  before  I 
learned  to  mend  it. 

November  7.  Now  it  began  to  be 
fettled  fair  weather.  The  /th,  8th, 
9th,  loth,  and  part  of  the  izth,  (for 
the  nth  was  Sunday,  according  to  my 
reckoning)  I  took  wholly  up  to  make 
me  a  chair,  and  with  much  ado  brought 
it  to  a  tolerable  fliape,  but  never  to 
pleafe  me  j  and  even  in  the  making  I 
pulled  it  to  pieces  feveral  times.  Note. 
1  foon  neglected  keeping  Sundays  }  for, 
omitting  my  mark  for  them  on  my 
poft,  I  forgot  which  was  which. 

November  13.     This  day  il  rained, 
which   refre(hed  me  exceedingly,  and 
cooled  the  earth  ;  but  it  was    accom- 
panied with  terrible  thunder  and  light- 
ning, 
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ning,  which  frightened  me  dreadfully 
for  fear  of  my  powder :  as  foon  as  it 
was  over,  I  iciblved  to  feparate  my 
ftock  of  powder  into  as  imny  little 
parcels  as  poffible,  that  it  might  not 
be  in  danger. 

November  14,  15,  16.  Thefe  three 
days  I  fpent  in  making  little  fquare 
chefts,  or  boxes,  which  might  hold 
about  a  pound,  or  two  pounds  at  moft, 
of  powder  ;  and  fo  putting  the  pow- 
der in,  I  flowed  it  in  places  as  fecure 
and  remote  from  one  another  as  poi- 
fible.  On  one  of  thefe  three  days  I 
killed  a  large  bird  that  was  good  to 
eat,  but  I  knew  not  what  to  call  it. 

November  17.  This  day  I  began 
to  dig  behind  my  tent  into  the  rock, 
to  make  room  for  my  farther  conve- 
niency.  Note.  Three  things  I  want- 
ed exceedingly  for  this  work,  viz.  a 
pick-axe,  a  (hovel,  and  a  wheelbarrow 
or  bafket :  fo  I  deiifted  from  my  work, 
and  began  to  confuler  how  to  fupply 
that  want,  and  make  me  fome  tools. 
As  for  the  pick-axe,  I  made  ufe  of  the 
iron  crows,  which  were  proper  enough, 
though  heavy  ;  but  the  next  thing  was 
a  movel  or  fpade ;  this  was  fo  abfo- 
lutely  necefTary,  that  indeed  I  could 
do  nothing  effe&ually  without  it ;  but 
what  kind" of  one  to  make,  I  knew  not. 

November  18.  The  next  day,  in 
fearching  the  woods,  I  found  a  tree 
of  that  wood,  or  like  it,  which  in  the 
Brazils  they  call  the  iron-tree,  for  it's 
exceeding  hardnefs  j  of  this,  with  great 
labour,  and  almoft  fpoiling  my  axe, 
I  cut  a  piece,  and  brought  it  home 
with  difficulty  enough,  for  it  was  ex- 
ceeding heavy. 

The  exceffive  hardnefs  of  the  wood, 
and  having  no  other  way,  made  me  a 
long  while  upon  this  machine  j  for  I 
worked  it  effectually,  by  little  and  little, 
into  the  form  of  a  fhovel  or  fpade,  the 
handles  exactly  fhaped  like  ours  in 
England,  only  that  the  broad  part, 
having  no  iron  mod  upon  it  at  bottom, 
it  would  not  laft  me  folong  j  however, 
it  ferved  well  enough  for  the  ufes 
which  I  had  occafion  to  put  it  to  j  but 
never  was  a  (hovel,  I  believe,  made 
after  that  fafhion,  or  fo  long  a  mak- 
ing. 

J  was  flill  deficient,  for  I  wanted  a 
bafket  or  a  wheelbarrow  :  a  basket  I 
could  not  make  by  any  means,  having 
no  fuch  things  as  twigs  that  would 
bend  to  make  wicker-ware,  at  leaft 
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none  yet  found  out;  and,  as  to  the 
wheelbarrow,  I  fancied  I  could  make 
all  but  the  wheel  ;  .hut  that  I  had 
no  notion  of,  neither  did  I  know 
how  to  go  about  it ;  befides,  1  had  no 
pofliHle  way  to  make  iron  gudgeons  for 
the  fpindle  or  axis  of  the  wheel  to  run 
in  :  fo  I  gave  it  over;  and  fo,  for  car- 
rying away  the  earth  which  I  dugout 
of  the  cave,  1  made  me  a  thing  like 
an  hod,  which  the  labourers  cany 
mortar  in  when  they  ferve  the  brick- 
layers. 

This  was  not  fo  difficult  to  me  as 
the  making  the  fhovel  j  and  yet  this, 
and  the  fhuvel,  and  the  attempt  whicli 
I  made  in  vain  to  make  a  wheelbar- 
row, took  me  up  no  lefs  than  four 
days  j  I  mean  always,  excepting  my 
morning's  walk  with  my  gun,  which 
I  feldom  failed  j  and  very  ieldom  fail- 
ed alib  of  bringing  home  fomething  fit 
to  eat. 

Novembers  3,  My  other  work  having 
ftood  (till,  becaufeof  my  making  the le 
tools,  when  they  were  finimed,  I  went 
on;  and  working  every  day  as  my 
ftrength  and  time  allowed,  I  'ipent 
eighteen  days  entirelv  in  widening  and 
deepening  my  cave,  that  it  might  hold 
my  goods  commodioufly. 

Nrtc,  During  all  this  time,  T  worked 
to  make  this  room  or  cave  fpacious 
enough  to  accommodate  me  as  a  ware- 
houfe  or  magazine,  a  kitchen,  a  dining- 
room,  and  a  cellar;  as  fora  lodging-, 
I  kept  to  the  tent,  except  that  fome- 
times  in  the  wet  feafon  of  the  yaar,  it 
rained  fo  hard,  that  I  could  not  keep 
myfelf  dry  j  which  caufed  me  after- 
wards to  cover  all  my  place  within  ray 
pale  with  long  poles  in  the  form  of 
rafters,  leaning  againft  the  rock,  and 
load  them  with  flags,  and  large  leaves 
of  trees,  like  a  thatch. 

December  10.  I  began  now  *o 
think  my  cave  or  vault  finifhed,  when 
on  a  fudden  (it  feems  I  had  made  it 
too  large)  a  great  quantity  of  eartli 
fell  down  from  the  top  and  one  fide ; 
fo  much,  that  in  fhort  it  frightened 
me,  and  not  without  realbn  too  ;  for 
if  I  had  been  under  it,  I  had  never 
wanted  a  grave-digger :  upon  this  dif- 
after  I  had  a  great  deal  of  work  to  do 
over  again  ;  for  I  had  the  loofe  earth. 
to  carry  out  j  and,  which  was  of  more 
importance,  I  had  the  ciding  to  prop 
up,  fo  that  I  might  be  lure  no  more 
would  come  down. 

December 
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December  n.  This  day  I  went  to 
work  with  it  accordingly,  and  got  two 
flioars  or  polls,  pitched  upright  to  the 
top,  witli  two  pieces  of  board  acrol's 
over  each  poft  :  this  I  rinifbed  the  next 
day  j  and  letting  more  polls  up  with 
boards,  in  about  a  week  more  I  had 
the  roof  fecured,  and  the  polls,  ftand- 
ing  in  rows,  ferved  me  for  partitions 
to  part  off  my  houfe. 

December  17.  From  this  day  to 
the  aoth,  I  placed  (helves,  and  knock- 
ed up  nails  in  the  polls,  to  hang  every 
thing  up  that  could  be  hungup;  and 
now  I  began  to  be  in  ibme  order  with- 
in doors. 

December  20.  Now  I  carried  every 
thing  into  the  cave,  and  began  to  fur- 
lufh  my  houfe,  and  1ft  up  lome  pieces 
of  bonrd  like  a  drdTer,  to  order  my 
victuals  upon  ;  but  board  began  to  be 
very  fcarce  with  me :  aiib  I  made  me 
another  table. 

December  24.  Much  rain  all  night 
and  all  day  ;  no  ftirring  out. 

December  25.     Rain  all  day. 

December  26.  No  rain,  and  the 
earth  much  cooler  than  before,  and 
pleafanter. 

December  27.  Killed  a  young  goat, 
and  lamed  another,  fo  that  I  catched 
it,  "and  led  it  home  in  a  firing  j  when 
I  had  it  home,  I  bound  and  Iplinttred 
up  it's  leg,  which  was  broke. — N.B.  I 
took  f'uch  care  of  it,  that  it  lived, 
arid  the  leg  grew  well,  and  as  ilrong 
as  ever  ;  but  by  miffing  it  fo  long,  it 
grew  tame,  and  fed  upon  the  little 
green  at  my  door,  and  would  not  go 
away.  This  was  the  firft  time  that  I 
entertained  a  thought  of  breeding  up 
Ibme  tame  creatures,  that  I  might 
have  food  when  my  powder  and  /hot 
was  all  fpent. 

December  28,  29,  30.  Great  heats, 
and  no  breeze;  fo  that  there  was  no 
flirring  abroad,  except  in  the  evening 
for  food.  This  time  I  fpent  in  put- 
ting all  my  things  in  order  within 
doors. 

January  i,  1660.  Very  hot  ftill  ;  but 
I  went  abroad,  early  and  late,  with  my 
gun,  and  lay  ilill  in  the  middle  of  the 
day  :  this  evening,  going  farther  into 
the  vallies  which  lay  towards  the  cen- 
tre of  the  ifland,  I  found  there  was 
plenty  of  goats,  though  exceeding 
fhy,  and  hard  to  come  at;  however, 
I  rtfolvcd  to  try  if  I  could  nut  bnflg 
w>}"  dog  *o  hunt  them  down. 


January  2.  Accordingly,  the  next 
day  I  went  out  with  my  dog,  and  fct 
him  upon  the  goats ;  but  I  was  mif- 
taken,  for  they  all  faced  about  upon  the 
dog,  and  he  knew  his  danger  too  well, 
for  he  won  Id  not  come  near  them. 

January  3.  I  began  my  fence  or 
wall;  which,  being  Hill  jealous  of  my 
being  attacked  by  fomebody,  I  refolv- 
ed  to  make  very  thick  and  ftrong. 

N.B.  This  wall  being  defcribed  be<* 
fore,  I  purpofely  omit  what  was 
faid  in  the  journal :  it  is  fufficient 
to  obferve,  that  I  was  no  lefs  time 
than  from  the  $d  of  January  to 
the  14-th  of  April,  working,  finifb- 
ing,  and  perfecting  this  wall,  though 
it  was  no  more  than  about  twenty- 
four  yards  in  length^  being  an  half 
circle  from  one  place  in,  the  rock 
to  another  place  about  eight  yards 
from  it;  the  door  of  the  cave  being 
in  the  centre  behind  it. 

All  this  time  I  worked  very  hard, 
the  rains  hindering  me  many  days, 
nay,  fometimes  weeks  together:  but 
I  thought  I  mould  never  be  perfectly 
fectire  till  this  wall  was  finifhed  ;  and 
it  is  fcarce  credible  what  inexpreflible 
labour  every  thing  was  clone  with, 
especially  the  bringing  piles  out  of 
the  wood,  and  driving  them  into  the 
ground;  for  I  made  them  much  bigger 
than  I  needed  to  have  done. 

When  this  wall  was  finifhed,  nnd 
the  outfide  double  fenced  with  a  turf- 
wall  raifed  up  clofe  to  it,  I  perfuaded 
myfelf,  that  if  any  people  were  to  come 
afhore  there,  they  would  not  perceive 
any  thing  like  an  habitation  :  and  it  is 
very  we'll  did  fo,  as  may  be  obfbrvcd 
hereafter  upon  a  very  remarkable  oc- 
cafton. 

During  this  time,  I  made  rounds  in 
the  woods  for  game  every  day,  when 
the  rain  permitted  me,  and  made  fre- 
quent dilcoveries  in  ihtfe  walks  of 
fomething  or  other  to  my  adv;; 
particular}',  1  found  a  kind  ct 
pigeons,  which  build  nut  as  wood- 
pigeons  in  a  tree,  but  rather  as  houCe- 
pigeons  in  the  holes  of  tin-  n-cksj  and 
taking  lome  young  ones,  I  cndcnvour- 
r.l  tu  bitxd  them  up  tame,  and  did  lo  j 
but  when  they  grew  older,  they  flew 
all  away,  which  perhaps  was  at  firfl  for 
want  of  feeding  them,  for  I  had  no- 
thing to  give  thenij  however;  I  fre- 
quently 
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•quenily  found  their  nefts,  and  got  their 
young  ones,  which  were  very  good 
meat. 

And  nowj  in  the  managing  my 
boumold  affairs,  I  found  myfelf  want- 
ing in  many  things,  which  I  thought 
at  firit  it  was  impoflible  for  me  to 
make,  as  indeed  as  to  fome  of  them  it 
was  :  for  inftance,  I  could  never  make 
a  caflc  to  be  hooped ;  I  had  a  fmall 
rundlet  or  two,  as  I  obferved  before, 
but  I  could  never  arrive  to  the  capacity 
of  making  one  by  them,  though  I  fpent 
many  weeks  about  it ;  I  could  neither 
put  in  the  heads,  nor  join  the  ftaves  fo 
true  to  one  another,  as  to  make  them 
hold  water ;  fo  I  gave  that  alib  over. 

In  the  next  place,  I  was  at  a  great 
lofs  for  candles;  fo  th:.t  as  loon  as  it 
\vas  dark,  whteh  was  generally  by 
feven  o'clock,  I  was  obliged  to  go  to 
bed.  I  remembered  the  lump  of  bees- 
wax with  which  I  made  candles  in  my 
African  adventure  ;  but  I  had  none  of 
that  now.  The  only  remedy  I  had,  was, 
that  when  I  had  killtJ  a  goat,  I  laved 
the  tallow,  and  with  aiittledifli  maxle 
of  clay,  which  I  baked  in  the  fun,  to 
which  I  added  a  wick  of  fome  oakum, 
I  made  me  a  lamp ;  and  this  gave  me  a 
light,  though  not  a  clear  fteady  light 
Uke  a  candle.  In  the  middle  of  all  my 
labours  it  happened,  that,  rummaging 
my  things,  I  found  a  little  bag,  which, 
as  I  hinted  before,  had  been  filled  with 
corn  for  the  feeding  of  poultry,  not 
for  this  voyage,  but  before,  as  I  fup- 
pofe,  when  the  (hip  came  from  Li(bon  ; 
what  little  remainder  of  corn  had  been 
in  the  bag,  was  all  devoured  by  the 
rats,  and  I  law  nothing  in  the  bag  but 
fyuflcs  and  duit;  and  being  willing  to 
have  the  bag  for  fome  other  ufe  (I 
think  it  was  to  put  powder  in,  when  I 
divided  it  for  fear  of  the  lightning, 
or  fome  fuch  ufe)  I  fhook  the  hulks  of 
corn  out  of  it  on  one  fide  of  my  forti- 
fication under  the  rock. 

It  was  a  little  before  the  great  rains, 
juft  now  mentioned,  that  I  threw  this 
ituff  away,  taking  no  notice  of  any 
thing,  and  not  fo  much  as  remember- 
ing that  Ihad  thrown  any  thing  there  j 
when  about  a  month  after,  or  there- 
abouts, I  law  fome  few  (talks  of  fome- 
thing  green  (hooting  upon  the  ground, 
which  I  fancied  might  be  fome  plant 
I  had  not  feen;  but  I  was  iurprized, 
and  perfectly  a(toni(hed,  when,  after  a 
little  longer  time,  I  faw  about  ten  OF 
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twelve  ears  come  out,  which  were  per- 
fect green  barley  of  the  fame  kind  as 
our  European,  nay,  as  our  Englifh 
barley. 

It  is  impoflible  to  exprefs  the  afto- 
niflirncnt  and  confufion  of  my  thoughts 
on  this  occafion  j  I  had  hitherto  acled 
upon  no  religious  foundation  at  all  ; 
indeed  I  had  very  few  notions  of  reli- 
gion in  my  head,  nor  had  entertained 
any  fenfe  of  any  thing  that  had  befallen 
me,  otherwife  than  as  a  chance,  or,  as 
we  lightly  fay,  what  pleafts  God  j 
without  fo  much  as  inquiring  into  the 
end  of  Providence  in  thefe  things,  or 
his  ordering  and  governing  all  events 
in  the  world;  but  after  1  law  barley 
grow  there,  in  a  clisnate  which  I  knew 
was  not  proper  for  corn,  and  efpecially 
that  I  knew  not  how  it  came  there,  it 
ftartled  me  itrangely,  and  I  began  to 
fuggeft  that  God  had  miraculoufly 
cawied  this  grain  to  grow  without  any 
help  of  feed  fown,  and  that  it  was  fo 
directedj  purely  for  my  fuftenance  in 
that  wild  miferable  place. 

This  touched  my  heart  a  little,  and 
brought  tears  out  of  my'eyes,  and  I 
began  to  blefs  myfelf,  that  luch  a  pro- 
digy of  nature  mould  happen  upon  my 
account ;  and  this  was  the  more  ftrange 
to  me,  becaufe  I  faw  near  it  ftiJl, 
all  along  by  the  fide  of  the  rock,  fome 
otheV  ftraggling  ftalks,  which  proved 
to  be  ftalks  of  rice,  and  which  I  knew, 
becaufe  I  had  feen  it  grow  in  Africa 
when  I  was  afliore  there. 

I  not  only  thought  thefe  the  pure 
productions  of  Providence  for  my  fup- 
port;  but,  not  doubting  but  that  there 
was  no  more  in  the  place,  I  went  all 
over  that  part  of  the  ifiand  where  I  had 
been  before,  peering  in  every  corner, 
and  under  every  rock,  to  fee  for  more 
of  it,  but  I  could  not  find  any :  at  laft 
it  occurred  to  my  thoughts,  that  I  had 
fhaken  the  bag  of  chickens  meat  out  in 
that  place,  and  the  wonder  began  to 
ceafe  ;  and  I  muft  confefs,  my  religious 
thankf'ulnefs  to  God's  providence  be- 
gan to  abate  too,  upon  difcovering 
that  all  this  was  nothing  but  what  was 
common  ;  though  J  ought  to  have  been 
as  thankful  for  fo  Itrange  and  unfore- 
feen  providence,  as  if  it  had  been  mi- 
raculous ;  for  it  was  really  the  work  of 
Providence,  as  to  me,  that  (hould  order 
or  appoint,  that  ten  or  twelve  grains  of 
corn  fliould  remain  unfpoiled,  (when 
the  rats  had  deftroyed  all  the  reit  3)  as 
F  if 
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if  it  had  been  dropped  from  heaven  : 
ns  alfo  that  I  mould  throw  it  out  into 
tint  particular  place,  where  it  being 
in  the  made  of  an  high  rock  fprang 
up  immediately;  whereas,  if  I  had 
thrown  it  any  where  elfe  at  that  time, 
it  had  been  burnt  up  and  destroyed. 

I  carefully  laved  the  ears  of  this 
corn,  you  may  be  lure,  in  their  feafon, 
which  was  about  the  end  of  June: 
and,  laying  Up  every  corn,  I  refolved 
to  low  them  all  again,  hoping  in  time 
to  h-ave  fbrne  quantity  fufficient  tofup- 
ply  me  with  bread;  but  it  was  not  till 
the  fourth  year  that  I  would  allow  my- 
lelf  the  iealt  grain  of  this  corn  to  eat, 
and  even  then  but  fparingly,  as  I  mall 
fay  afterwards  in  it's  order;  for  I  loft 
all  that  I  fowed  the  firft  fealbn,  by  not 
obferving  the  proper  time  ;  for  I  lowed 
it  juft  before  the  dry  feafon,  Ib  that  it 
never  came  up  at  all,  at  leaft  not  as  it 
would  have  done :  of  which  in  it's 
place. 

Be  fides  this  bailey,  there  were,  as 
above,  twenty  or  thirty  ftalks  of  rice, 
which  I  preferved  with  the  fame 
care,  and  whofc  ufe  was  of  the  fame 
kind,  or  to  the  fame  purpofe,  viz.  to 
make  me  bread,  or  rather  food  ;  for 
I  found  ways  to  cook  it  up  without 
baking,  though  I  did  that  alfo  after 
fome  time.  But,  to  return  to  my  jour- 
nal. 

I  worked  exceflive  hard  thcfe  three 
or  tour  months,  to  ;~tt  my  wail  done; 
and  the  14.11.1  of  April  I  clofed  it  up, 
contriving  to  go  into  it,  not  by  a  door, 
but  over  a  wall  by  a  ladder,  that  there 
might  be  no  fign  on  the  outfide  of  my 
habitation. 

April  j6.  I  finiftud  the  ladder;  fo 
I  went  up  with  the  ladder  to  the  top, 
and  then  pulled  it  up  aficr  me,  and  let 
it  down  on  the  in  fide  :  this  was  a  coin- 
pleat  inclofure  to  me  ;  for  within  I  had 
room  enough,  and  nothing  could  come 
at  me  from  without  unlefs  it  could 
firft  mount  my  wall. 

The  very  r^xt  day  after  this  wall 
was  finiflitid,  I  had  almoft  had  ail  my 
labour  overthrown  at  once,  and  myfeif 
killed.  The  cafe  was  thus  :  as  I  was 
bnlv  in  the  infide  of  it,  behind  my 
tent,  juft  in  the  entrance  into  my  cave, 
1  was  terribly  frightened  with  a  molt 
dreadful  furprizing  thing  indeed  !  for 
all  on  a  fudden  I  found  the  earth  came 
tumbling  d  )wn  from  the  roof  of  my 
cave,  and  from  the  edge  of  the  hill 


over  my  head,  and  two  of  the  pofts  J 
had  fct  up  in  the  cave,  cracked  in  a 
frightful  manner  :  I  was  heartily  fear- 
ed, but  thought  nothing  of  what  really 
was  the  caufe;  only  thinking  that  the 
my  cave  was  falling  in,  as  fome 
of  it  had  done  before;  and  for  fear  I 
fhould  be  buried  in  it,  I  ran  forwards 
to  my  ladder  ;  and,  not  thinking  my- 
fjf  i'afe  there  neither,  I  got  over  my 
wall  for  fear  of  the  pieces  of  the  hill 
which  I  expected  might  roll  down  up- 
on me.  I  was  no  fooner  ftept  down 
upon  the  firm  ground,  but  I  plainly 
law  it  was  a  terrible  earthquake ;  for 
the  ground  I  ftood  on  fliook  three 
times,  at  about  eight  minutes  dif- 
tance,  with  three  fuch  mocks  as  would 
have  overturned  the  ftrongeft  building 
that  could  be  fuppofed  to  have  ftood 
upon  the  earth ;  and  a  great  piece  of 
the  top  of  the  rock,  which  ftood  about 
half  A  mile  from  me  next  the  fea, 
icll  down  with  fuch  a  terrible  noife,  as 
I  never  heard  in  all  my  life  :  I  per- 
ceived alfo  the  very  fta  was  put  into  a 
violent  motion  by  it ;  and  I  believe  the 
mocks  were  ftronger  under  the  water 
than  on  the  ifland. 

I  was  fo  amazed  with  the  thing  itfelf, 
having  never  felt  the  like,  or  di(- 
courfed  with  any  cne  that  had,  that  I 
was  like  one  dead  or  frupified  ;  and  the 
motion  of  the  earth  made  my  ftomach, 
fick,  like  one  that  >,vas  tofTtJ  at  fea  j 
but  the  noife  of  the  falling  of  the  rock 
i'.'vaked  me,  as  it  were;  and  rouzing 
me  from  the  ftupifrjd  condition  I  was 
in,  filled  me  with  horror,  and  I  thought 
of  nothing  then  but  tho  hiil  I 
upon  my  tent  and  all  n:y  h< 
goods,  and  buryiiTg  all  at  once;  and 
this  funk  my  very  foul  within  me  a 
iecond  time. 

After  the  third  (hock  was  over,  and 
I  felt  no  more  for  fome  time,  I  began 
to  take  courage  ;  and  yet  I  had  not 
heart  enough  to  get  over  my  wall 
again,  for  tear1 -of  being  buried  alive; 
but  ftill  fat  uj.on  tlu  ground,  greatly 
caft  down,  and  diiconfolate,  not  know- 
ing what  to  do.  All  this  while  I  had 
not  the  leaft  ferious  religious  th 
nothing  but  the  common,  '  Lord,  have 
1  mercy  upon  me!'  and  when  it  was 
ovti ,  that  went  away  too. 

While  I  fat  thus,    I    found  the  air 
overcaft,  and  it  grew  cloudy,  as  if  jt 
would  rain;   and,  in  lefs  than  halt   an 
hour,  it  blew  a  moft  dreadful   hurri- 
cane 
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cane  of  wind  :  the  fea  all  on  a  fudden 
covered  with  foam  and  froth,  the  fliore 
was  covered  with  the  breach  of  the  wa- 
ter, the  trees  were  torn  up  by  the  roots, 
and  a  terrible  Itorm  it  was  :  and  this 
held  about  three  hours,  and  then  be- 
gan to  abatej  and  then  in  two  hours 
more  it  was  calm,  and  began  to  rain 
Very  hard. 

All  this  while  I  fat  upon  the  ground 
very  much  terrified  and  dejefted,  when 
on  a  fudden  it  came  into  my  thoughts, 
that  thefe  winds  and  rain  being  the 
confequence  of  the  earthquake,  the 
earthquake  itfelf  was  fpent  and  over, 
and  I  might  venture  into  my  cave  again. 
With  this  thought  my  fpirits  began  to 
revive,  and  the  rain  helping  alfo  to  per- 
fuade  me,  I  went  in,  and  fat  me  down 
in  my  tent  j  but  the  rain  was  fo  vio- 
lent, that  my  tent  was  ready  to  be 
beaten  down  with  it,  and  I  was  forced 
to  go  into  my  cave,  though  very  much 
afraid  and  uneafy  for  fear  it  mould  fall 
on  my  head. 

This  violent  rain  forced  me  to  a  new 
vrork,  viz.  to  cut  an  hole  through  my 
new  fortification,  like  a  fink,  to  let 
the  water  go  out,  which  would  elie 
have  drowned  my  cave.  After  I  had 
been  in  my  cavefome  time,  and  found 
Itill  more  mocks  of  the  earthquake  fol- 
low, I  began  to  be  more  coin  poled ; 
and  now,  to  fupport  my  fpirits,  which 
indeed  wanted  it  very  much,  I  went  to 
my  little  (tore,  and  took  a  fmall  fup 
of  rum,  which  however  I  did  then  and 
always  very  fparingly,  knowing  I  could 
have  no  more  when  that  was  gone. 

It  continued  raining  all  that  night, 
and  great  part  of  the  next  day,  fo  that 
I  could  not  ftir  abroad  j  but  nay  mind 
being  more  coinpofed,  I  began  to  think 
of  what  I  had  beft  to  do  j  concluding, 
that  if  the  ifland  was  fubjeft  to  thefe 
earthquakes,  there  would  be  no  living 
for  me  in  a  cave,  but  I  muft  coniider 
of  building  me  fome  little  hut  in  an 
open  place,  which  I  might  furround 
with  a  wall,  as  1  had  done  here,  and  fo 
make  myfelf  fecure  from  wild  beads 
or  men ;  but  concluded,  if  I  itaid 
where  I  was,  I  fhould  certainly,  one 
time  or  other,  be  buried  alive. 

With  thefe  thoughts,  I  refolved  to 
move  my  tent  from  the  place  where  it 
flood,  which  was  juft  under  the  hang- 
ing precipice  of  the  hill,  and  which,  if 
it  mould  be  fhaken  again,  would  cer- 
tainly fall  upon  my  tent.  And 


the  two  next  days,  being  tfie  I9th  and 
zoth  of  April,  in  contriving  where 
and  how  to  remove  my  habitation. 

The  fear  of  being  fwallowed  up 
alive,  made  me  that  I  never  flept  in 
quiet  5  and  yet  the  apprehenfions  of 
lying  abroad  without  any  fence,  were 
almoll  equal  to  it:  but  Hill,  when  I 
looked  about,  and  faw  how  every  thing 
was  put  in  order,  how  pleafantly  con- 
cealed J  was,  and  how  fafe  from  dan- 
ger, it  made  me  loth  to  remove. 

In  the  mean  time  it  occurred  to  me, 
that  it  would  requite  a  vaft  deal  of 
time  for  me  to  do  this,  and  that  I  mud 
be  contented  to  run  the  venture  where 
I  was,  till  I  had  formed  a  camp  for 
myfelf,  and  had  fecured  it  fo  as  to  re- 
move to  it.  So  with  this  refolution  I 
compofed  myfelf  for  a  time,  and  re- 
folved that  I  would  go  to  work  with 
all  fpeed  to  build  me  a  wall  with  pilei 
and  cables,  &c.  in  a  circle,  as  before, 
and  fet  my  tent  up  in  it  when  it  was 
finifhed  ;  but  that  I  would  venture  to 
ftay  where  I  was,  till  it  was  finiflied 
and  fit  to  remove  to.  This  was  the 

2lft. 

April  22.  The  next  morning  I  be- 
gan to  tonfider  of  means  to  put  this 
refolve  in  execution  j  but  I  was  at  a 
great  lofs  about  my  tools  :  I  had  three 
large  axes,  and  abundance  of  hatchets, 
(for  we  carried  the  hatchets  for  traiKck 
vvi th  the  Indian Sj)  but  with  much  chop- 
ping and  cutting  knotty  hard  wood, 
they  were  all  full  of  notches,  and  dull ; 
and  though  I  h;ul  a  grimlitone,  I  could 
not  turn  it  and  grind  my  tools  too. 
This  coft  me  as  mu:h  thought  as  a 
ftatdman  \vonM  have  bellowed  upon  a 
grand  point  of  politicks,  or  a  judge 
upon  the  life  and  death  of  a  man.  At 
length  I  contrived  a  wheel  with  a  flung 
to  turn  it  with  my  foot,  that  I  might 
have  both  my  hands  at  liberty.  Note, 
I  had  not  feen  any  fuch  thing  in  Eng- 
land, or  at  lealt  not  to  take  notice 
how  it  was  done  j  though  iince,  I  have 
obferved  it  was  very  common  there  j 
befides  that,  my  grinditune  was  very 
large  and  heavy.  This  machine  coit 
me  a  full  week's  work  to  bring  it  to 
perfection. 

April  28,  29.  Thefe  two  whole  days 
I  took  up  IP.  grinding  my  tools,  my  ma- 
chine tor  turning  my  grindltone  per- 
forming very  well. 

April  30.      H.iving    perceived    my 

bread  had  been  low  a  gieat  \\hile,  I 
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no\v  took  a  furvey  of  it,  and  reduced 
myfelf  to  one  bilcuit-cake  a  day,  which 
made  my  heart  very  heavy. 

May  i.  In  the  morning,  looking 
towards  the  fen- fide,  the  tide  being 
low,  I  faw  form-thing  lie  on  the  fhore 
bigger  than  ordinary,  and  it  looked 
like  a  cnfk.  When  I  came  to  it,  I 
ttiir.d  a  finall  barrel,  and  two  or  three 
pieces  of  the  wreck  of  the  fhip,  which 
were  driven  on  fliore  by  the  late  hur- 
ricane ;  and  looking  towards  the  wreck 
itfelf,  I  thought  it  feemed  to  lie  higher 
cut  of  the  water  than  it  ufed  to  do.  I 
examined  the  barrel  which  was  driven 
on  more,  and  found  it  was  a  barrel  of 
gunpowder,  but  it  had  taken  water, 
and  the  powder  was  caked  as  hard  as  a 
Hone  :  however,  I  rolled  it  farther  on 
the  fhore  for  the  prefent,  and  went  on 
upon  the  lands,  as  near  as  I  could  to 
the  wreck  of  the  mip,  to  look  for  more. 

When  I  came  down  to  the  mip,  I 
found  it  ftrangely  removed.  The  fore- 
caftle,  which  lay  before  buried  in  land, 
was  Heaved  up  at  leaft  fix  feet  ;  and 
theftern,  which  was  broken  to  pieces, 
and  parted  from  the  reft  by  the  t force 
of  the  lea,  foon  after  I  had  left  rum- 
maging of  her,  was  tofled  as  it  were 
up,  and  caft  on  one  fide  j  and  the  fand 
was  thrown  fo  high  on  that  fide  next 
the  ftern,  that  whereas  there  was  a 
great  place  of  water  before,  fo  that  I 
could  not  come  within  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  of  the  wreck  without  fwimming, 
I  could  now  walk  quite  up  to  her  when 
the  tide  was  out  :  I  vras  furprized  with 
this  at  firrt,  but  foon  concluded  it 
muft  be  done  by  the  earthquake  ;  and 
as  by  this  violence  the  ihip  was  more 
broken  open  than  formerly,  fo  many 
things  came  daily  on  more  which  the 
fea  had  loofened,  and  which  the  winds 
and  water  roiled  by  degrees  to  the  land. 

This  wholly  diverted  iny  thoughts 
from  the  dcfign  of  removing  my  ha- 
bitation 5  and  T  bufied  myfelf  mighti- 
ly, that  day  efpecially,  'in  fearching 
whether  I  could  make  any  way  into 
tli«  (hip  5  but  I  found  nothing  was  to 
be  expected  of  that  kind,  for  that  all 
the  infide  of  the  mip  was  choaked  up 
with  fand:  however,  as  I  had  learned 
i:jt  to  clefpair  of  any  thing,  I  iriolvul 
ta  ptill  cvt-ry  thing  to  pieces  lint  I 
could  of  the  Ihip,  concluding,  that 
every  thing  I  could  get  from  her  wuiiui 
be  of  fome  ufe  or  other  to  nit- . 

1  began  wiib  my  !':  \v,  nr.d 


cot  a  piece  of  a  beam  through,,  which 
I  thought  held  fome  of  the  upper  part, 
or  quarter-deck,  together;  and  when 
1  had  cut  it  through,  I  cleared  away 
the  land  as  well  as  I  could,  from  the 
fide  which  lay  higheft  :  but  the  tide 
coming  in,  I  was  obliged  to  give  over 
for  that  time. 

May  4.  I  went  a  fiHiing,  but  caught 
not  one  filh  that  I  durfteatof,  till  I  was 
weary  of  my  fportj  when,  juft  going 
to  leave  off,  I  caught  a  young  dol- 
phin. I  had  made  me  a  long  line  of 
fome  rope-yarn,  but  I  had  no  hooks ; 
yet  I  frequently  caught  fifh  enough, 
as  modi  as  I  cared  to  eat  j  all  which  I 
dried  ia  the  fun,  and  eat  them  dry. 

May  5.  Worked  on  the  wreck,  cut 
another  beam  afwndct,  and  brought 
three  great  fir  planks  off  from  the 
decks,  which  I  tied  together,  ajid  made 
fwim  on  fhore  when  the  tide  of  flood 
came  on. 

May  6.  Worked  on  the  wreck,  got 
feveral  iron  bolts  out  of  her,  and 
other  pieces  of  iron  work  ;  worked 
very  hard,  and  came  home  very  much 
tired,  and  had  thoughts  of  giving  it 
over. 

May  7.  Went  to  the  wreck  again, 
with  an  intent  not  to  work;  but  found 
the  weight  of  the  wreck  had  broken 
itfelf  down,  the  beams  being  cut,  that 
feveral  pieces  of  the  fhip  feemed  to  lie 
loofe,  and  the  infule  of  the  hold  lay 
fo  open,  that  I  could  fee  into  it,  but 
almoft  full  of  water  and  fand. 

May  8.  Went  to  the  wreck,  and 
carried  an  iron  crow  to  wrench  up  the 
deck,  which  lay  now  quite  clear  of 
the  water  or  fand :  I  wrenched  opea 
two  planks,  and  brought  them  on  fliore 
alfo  with  the  tide.  I  left  the  iron 
crow  in  the  wreck  for  the  next  day. 

May  9.  Went  to  the  wreck,  and 
with  the  crow  m.uk  way  into  the  body 
of  the  wreck,  and  felt  feveral  calks, 
and  loofened  them  with  the  crow,  but 
could  not  break  them  up  ;  I  felt  alfo  a 
roll  of  Englilh  lead,  and  could  ftir  it, 
but  it  was  too  heavy  to  move. 

May  10,  n,  i2,  13,  14.  Wcnl 
every  day  to  the  wreck,  and  got  a  great 
deal  of  pieces  of  timber  and  board*, 
or  planks,  and  two  or  three  hundred 
weight  of  iron. 

May  is-,    f  cauied  two  hatchets,  to 
try  if  I   could  not  cut  a  piece  off  the 
roll  of  lead,  by  placing  the  e 
ene  haulier,  and  driving  it  with   the 
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other  ;  but  as  it  lay  about  a  foot  and 
an  half  in  the  water,  I  could  not  make 
any  blow  to  drive  the  hatchet. 

May  16.  It  had  blowed  hard  in  the 
night,  and  the  wreck  appeared  more 
broken  by  the  force  of  the  water;  but 
I  (laid  fo  long  in  the  woods  to  get 
pigeons  for  food,  that  jhe  tide  pre- 
vented me  going  to  the  wreck  that 
day. 

May  17.  I  faw  fome  pieces  of  the 
wreck  blown  on  more  at  a  great  dif- 
tance,  two  miles  off  me,  but  relblved 
to  fee  what  they  were,  and  found  it 
was  a  piece  of  the  head,  but  too  heavy 
for  me  to  bring  away. 

May  24.  Every  day,  to  this  day, 
I  worked  on  the  wreck,  and  with  hard 
labour  I  loofened  fome  things  fo  much 
with  the  crow,  that  the  firft  flowing 
tide  feveral  cafks  floated  out,  and  two 
of  the  feamenTs  chefts  :  but  the  wind 
blowing  from  the  fliore,  nothing  came 
to  land  that  day  but  pieces  of  timber, 
and  an  hogfhead  which  had  fome  Bra- 
zil pork  in  it,  but  the  falt-water  and 
the  fand  had  fpoiled  it. 

I  continued  this  work  every  day  to 
the  i5th  of  June,  except  the  time  ne- 
ceflary  to  get  food,  which  I  always 
appointed,  during  this  part  of  my  em- 
ployment, to  be  when  the  tide  was  up, 
that  I  might  be  ready  when  it  was 
ebbed  out;  and  by  this  time  I  had 
gotten  timber  and  plank,  and  iron- 
work, enough  to  have  built  a  good 
boat,  if  I  had  known  how  ;  and  alfo  I 
got,  at  feveral  times,  and  in  feveral 
pieces,  near  a  hundred  weight  of  the 
Iheet-lead. 

June  1 6.  Going  down  fo  the  fea- 
fide,  I  found  a  large  tortoife  or  turtle  : 
this  was  the  firft  I  had  feen  ;  which, 
it  feems,  was  only  my  misfortune,  not 
any  defect  of  the  place,  or  fcarcity ; 
for  had  I  happened  to  be  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  iftand,  I  might  hnve  had 
hundreds  of  them  every  day,  as  I  found 
afterwards;  but  perhaps  had  paid  dear 
enough  for  them. 

June  17.  I  fpent  in  cocking  the 
turtle  :  I  found  in  her  thrcefcore  eggs ; 
and  her  flefh  was  to  me,  at  that  time, 
the  moft  favoury  and  pleafant  that  ever 
I  tafted  in  my  life,  having  had  no  flefh 
but  of  goats  and  fowls,  fmce  I  landed 
in  this  horrible  place. 

»June  18.  Rained  all  the  day,  and 
I  (laid  within.  I  thought  at  this  time 
the  rain  felt  cold,  and  I  was  fome- 


thing  chilly,  which  I  knew  was  not 
ufual  in  that  latitude. 

June  19.  Very  ill,  and  fhivering, 
as  if  the  weather  had  been  cold. 

June  ao.  No  reft  all  night ;  vio- 
lent pains  in  my  head,  and  feverifti. 

June  zi.  Very  ill,  frighted  almoft 
to  death  with  the  apprehensions  of  «ry 
fad  condition,  to  be  lick,  and  no  help: 
prayed  to  God,  for  the  firlt  time  fmce 
the  ilorm  off  Hull,  but  fcarce  knew 
what  I  faid,  or  why  ;  my  thoughts 
being  all  confufed. 

June  22,  A  little  better,  but  un- 
der dreadful  apprehenfions  of  ficlcnefs. 

June  23.  Very  bad  again  j  cold  and 
fliivering,  and  then  a  violent  head-ach, 

June  24..    Much  better. 

June  25.  An  ague  very  violent ;  tUe 
fit  held  me  feveraf  hours,  cold  fit  and 
hot,  with  faint  iweats  after  it. 

June  26.  Better;  and  having  no 
victuals  to  eat,  took  my  gun,  but 
found  myfelf  very  weak  ;  however,  I 
killed  a  (he-goat,  and  with  much  dif- 
ficulty got  it  home,  and  broiled  fonrc 
of  it,  and  eat;  I  would  fain  have 
(tewed  it,  and  made  fome  brotli,  but 
had  no  pot. 

June  27.  The  ague  again  fo  vio- 
lent, that  I  lay  a-bed  all  day,  and 
neither  eat  nor  drank.  I  was  ready  to 
perifh  for  thirft,  but  fo  weak,  I  had 
no  ftrength  to  ftand  up,  or  to  get  my- 
felf any  water  to  drink ;  prayed  to 
God  again,  but  was  Ught-headed  j  and 
when  I  was  not,  I  was  fo  ignorant, 
that  I  knew  not  what  to  fay  j  only  I 
lay  and  cried,  *  Lord,  look  upon  me! 
'  Lord,  piry  me  !  Lord',  have  mercy 
c  upon  me'1  I  fupp«rfe  I  did  nothing; 
elfe  for  two  or  three  hoirrs,  till  the  fit 
wearing  off,  I  fell  aflecp,  and  did  not 
awake  till  far  in  the  night.  When  I 
awaked,  I  found  myftrlf  much  refrefli- 
edj  but  weak,  and  exceedingly  thidtyj 
however,  as  I  had  no  water  in  my 
whole  habitation,  I  was  forced  to  lie 
till  mom-ing,  and  went  to  deep  again  : 
in  this  iecond  deep,  I  had  this  terrible 
dream, 

I  thought  that  I  was  fitting  on  the 
ground,  on  the  outfide  of  nay  waif, 
where  I  fat  when  the  ftorm  blew  after 
the  earthquake,  and  that  I  faw  a  man 
defcend  from  a  black  cloud,  in  a  bright 
flame  of  fire*,  and  light  upon  the  ground'; 
he  was  ail  over  as  bright  as  a  flame, 
fo  that  I  could  but  juit  bear  to,  look 
towards  him  ;  his  countenance  \vas 
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mofl  inexpreifibly  dreadful,  impoflible 
for  words  to  defcribe  ;  when  lie  Itep- 
ped  upon  the  ground  with  his  feet,  I 
thought  the  earth  trembled,  juft  as  it 
had  done  before  in  the  earthquake  ; 
-nd  all  the  air  looked,  to  my  appro- 
iienfion,  as  if  it  had  betn  filled  with 
flalhes  of  fire. 

He  was  no  fooner  landed  upon  the 
earth,  but  he  moved  forwards  towards 
me,  with  a  lung  fpear  or  weapon  in  his 
hand  to  kill  me;  and  whtn  he  came  to 
a  riling  ground,  at  Ibrne  diftance,  he 
fpoke  to  me,  or  I  heard  a4  voice  i'o  ter- 
rible, that  it  is  impoillble  to  exprefs 
the  terror  of  it;  all  that  I  can  lay  I 
wnderftood,  was  this  :  *  Seeing  all  theie 
'  tilings  have  not  brought  thee  to  re- 
*  pentance,  now  thou  lhalt  die.'  At 
which  words,  I  thought  he  lifted  up  the 
i'pear  that  was  in  his  hand  to  kill  me. 

No  one  that  mall  ever  read  this  ac- 
count, will  expeft  that  I  mould  be 
able  to  defcribe  the  horrors  of  my  foul 
at  this  terrible  vifion  >  I  mean,  that 
even  while  it  was  a  dream,  I  even 
dreamed  of  thofe  horrors;  nor  is  it 
any  more  poflible  to  defcribe  the  im- 
prcfllon  that  remained  upon  my  mind, 
•when  I  awaked  and  found  it  was  but 
a  dream. 

I  had,  alas  !  no  divine  knowledge  j 
what  I  had  received  by  the  good  in- 
ftru&ionof  my  father,  was  then  worn 
out  by  an  uninterrupted  feries,  for  eight 
years,  of  fea-faring  wickednels,  and  a 
conftant  converfation  with  none  but 
fuch  as  were,  like  myfeif,  wicked  and 
jMOphane  to  tke  lait  degree.  I  do  not 
remember,  that  I  had  in  all  that  time 
one  thought  that  i'o  much  as  tended 
cither  to  looking  upwards  towards 
God,  or  inwards  towards  a  reflection 
upon  my  own  ways:  but  a  certain 
itupidity  of  foul,  without  defire  of 
good,  or  confcience  of  evil,  had  en- 
tirely overwhelmed  me,  and  I  was  all 
that  the  molt  hardened,  unthinking, 
wicked  creature,  among  our  common 
Jailors,  can  be  fuppofed  to  be;  not  hav- 
ing the  leaft  fenfe  of  the  fear  of  God  in 
dangers,  or  of  thankfulnefs  to  God  in 
deliverances. 

In  the- relating  what  is  already  pad 
of  my  itory,  this  will  be  the  moie 
eafrly  believed,  when  I  mall  add,  that 
through  ali  the  variety  of  mileries  that 
had  to  this  day  befallen  me,  I  never 
had  i'o  much  as  one  thought  of  it's  be- 
ing the  hand  of  God,  or  that  it  wa^  a 


juft  punifhment  for  my  fins,  my  re- 
bellious behaviour  againft  my  father, 
or  my  prefent  fins,  which  were  great  j 
or  fo  much  as  a  punifhment  for  the 
general  courfe  of  my  wicked  life. 
When  I  was  on  the  dcfperate  expedi- 
tion on  the  dei'art  fhores  of  Africa,  I 
never  had  fo  much  as  one  thought  of 
what  would  become  of  me,  or  one  wifh 
to  God  to  direcl  me  whither  I  fhould 
go,  or  to  keep  me  from  the  danger 
which  apparently  furrounded  me,  as 
well  from  voracious  creatures,  as  cruel 
favages  :  but  I  was  merely  thought- 
Ids  of  God,  or  a  Providence  ;  I  acled 
like  a  mere  brute,  from  the  principles 
of  nature,  and  by  the  diftates  of  com- 
mon fenfe  only  j  and,  indeed,  hardly 
that. 

When  I  was  delivered  and  taken  up 
at  lea  by  the  Portugal  captain,  well 
ufej,  and  dealt  jultly  and  honourably 
with,  as  well  as  charitably,  I  had  not 
the  leail  thankfulnefs  in  my  thoughts  : 
when  again  I  was  fhipwrecked,  ruined, 
and  in  danger  of  drowning  on  this 
ifland,  I  was  as  far  from  remorfe,  or 
looking  on  it  as  a  judgment;  I  only 
laid  to  myfeif  often,  that  I  was  an 
unfortunate  dog,  and  born  to  be  al- 
ways miferable. 

It  is  true,  when  I  got  on  more  firft 
here,  and  found  all  my  fhip's  crew 
drowned,  and  myfeif  fpared,  I  was 
furprized  with  a  kind  of  extafy,  and 
fome  transports  of  foul,  which,  had 
the  grace  of  God  arfifted,  might  have 
come  up  to  true  thankfulnefs  j  but 
it  ended  where  it  began,  in  a  mere 
common  flight  of  joy  ;  or,  as  I  may 
fay,  being  glad  I  was  alive,  without 
the  ieaft  reflection  upon  the  diftingui/h- 
ing  goodnefs  of  the  hand  which  had 
prelerved  me,  and  had  Tingled  me  out 
to  be  preferred,  when  all  the  reft  were 
deltroyed  ;  or  an  inquiry  why  Provi- 
dence had  been  thus  merciful  to  me ; 
even  juit  the  lame..common  fort  of  joy 
which  feamen  generally  have,  after 
they  have  got  faie  aihoie  from  a  fhip- 
wreck,  which  they  drown  all  in  the 
iiext  bowl  of  punch,  and  forget  almofl 
as  foon  as  it  is  over;  and  all  therell  of 
my  life  was  like  it. 

Evc-n  when  I  was  afterwards,  ort 
due  confideration,  made  fenfibleof  my 
condition)  how  I  was  caft  on  this 
dieudful  place,  out  of  the  reach  of 
human  kind,  out  or  all  hope  of  relief 
ov  profpe£t  of  redemption,  as  foon  as 
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J  faw  a  probability  of  living,  and  that 
I  fhoul-.t  not  (tarye  and  perilh  for  hun- 
ger, all  the  fenfe  of  my  affliction  wore 
off,  and  1  began  to  be  very  eafy,  ap- 
plied mylclf  to  the  works  proper  for 
my  preservation  and  fupply,  and  was 
far  enough  from  being  afflicted  at  my 
condition,  as  a  judgment  from  Hea- 
ven, or  as  the  hand  of  God  againft 
me:  thefe  were  thoughts  which  very 
feldom  entered  into  my  head. 

The  growing  up  of  the  corn,  as  is 
hinted  in  my  journal,  had  at  firft  fome 
little  influence  upon  me,  and  began  to 
affect  me  with  ferioufnefs,  as  long  as 
I  thought  it  had  fomething  miraculous 
in  it  j  but  as  ibon  as  ever  that  part  of 
thought  was  removed,  all  the  impref- 
iion  which  was  railed  from  it  wore  off 
alfo,  as  I  have  noted  alre.idy. 

Even  the  earthquake,  though  no- 
thing could  be  more  terrible  in  it's  na- 
ture, or  more  immediately  directing  to 
the  Invifible  Power  which  alone  di- 
rects fuch  thingsj  yet  no  fooner  was 
the  firft  fright  over,  but  the  impreffion 
it  had  made  we,nt  off  alfo.  1  had  no 
more  fenle  of  God,  or  his  judgment, 
much  lefs  of  the  prefent  affliction  of 
my  circumftances  being  from  his  hand, 
than  if  I  had  been  in  the  moft  profpe- 
perous  condition  of  life. 

But  now,  when  I  began  to  be  fick, 
and  a  leifurely  view  of  the  miferies  of 
death  came  to  place  itfelf  before  me  j 
when  my  fpirits  began  to  fink  under 
the  burden  of  a  ftrong  diftemper,  and 
nature  was  exhausted  with  the  violence 
of  the  fever  ;  confcience,  that  had  flept 
fo  long,  began  to  awake,  and  I  began 
to  reproach  myfelf  with  my  paft  life, 
jn  which  I  had  fo  evidently,  by  un- 
common wickednefs,  provoked  the  juf- 
tice  of  God  to  lay  me  under  uncom- 
mon ft.-okes,  and  to  deal  with  me  in  fo 
vindi6tive  a  manner. 

Thtie  reflections  opprefled  me  from 
the  fecond  or  third  day  of  my  diftem- 
per, and  in  a  violence,  as  well  of  the 
fever  as  of  the  dreadful  reproaches  of 
my  confcience,  extorted  fome  w».rds 
from  me,  like  praying  to  God,  th  ,^h 
I  cannot  fay  they  were  either  a  prayer 
attended  with  delires,  or  with  hopes  ; 
it  was  rather  the  voice  of  mere  fright 
and  diitrefs  ;  my  thoughts  were  con- 
fufed,  the  convictions  great  upon  my 
mind,  and  the  horror  of  dying  in  fuch 
a  miferable  condition,  raifed  vapours 
into  my  head  with  the  mere  apprehen- 


fions  j  and,  in  thefehurrtesof  my  foul' 
I  knew  not  what  my  tongue  might 
exprefs  :  but  it  was  rather  exclama- 
tion, fuch  as,  '  Lord  !  what  a  mifera- 
4  ble  creature  am  I !  If  I  fhould  be 
1  fick,  I  mail  certainly  die  for  want 
'  of  help,  and  what  will  become  of 
'  me  !'  Then  the  tears  burft  out  of 
my  eyes,  and  I  could  fay  no  more  a 
good  while. 

In  this  interval,  the  good  advice  of 
my  father  came  to  my  mind,  and  pre- 
fently  his  prediction,  which    I    men- 
tioned in  the  beginning  of  this  ftory; 
viz.    that  if  I    did   take  this   foolifh 
ftep,  God    would  not   blefs  me,  and 
I  would   have  leifure  hereafter  to  re- 
flect upon  having  neglected  his  coun- 
fel,  when  there  might  be  none  to  affift 
me    in  my  recovery.     '  Now,'  laid  I, 
aloud,  <  my  dear   father's  words  are 
come  to  pafs  :  God's  juftice  has  over- 
taken me,  and  [  have  none  to  help  or 
hear  me :    I   rejected  the   voice   oJ 
Providence,    which   had  mercifully 
put  me  in  a  pofture  or  ftation  of  life 
wherein  I   might   have  been  happy 
and  eafy  j  but  I  would  neither  lee 
it  myfelf,    nor  learn   to  know   the 
blefling  of  it  from  my  parents  ;  I 
left  them  to  mourn  over  my  folly, 
and  now  I  am  left  to  mourn  under 
the  confequences  of  it.     I   refufed 
their  help  and  affiftance,  who  would 
have  lifted  me  into  the  world,  and 
would  have  made  every  thing  eafy  to 
me  j  and  now  I  have  difficulties  to 
ftruggle  with,  too  great  for  even  na- 
ture itfelf  to  fupport,  and  no  affift- 
ance, no  help,  no  comfort,  no  ad- 
vice !'     Then    I   cried  out,  *  Lord, 
be  my  help,  for  I  am  in  great  dif- 
trefs  !' 

This  was  the  firft  prayer,  if  I  might 
call  it  fo,  that  I  had  made  for  many 
years. — But  I  return  to  my  journal. 

June  28.  Having  been  ibmewhat 
re/reflied  with  the  fieep  I  had  had,  and 
the  fit  being  entirely  off,  I  got  up; 
and  though  the  fright  and  terror  of  my 
dream  was  very  great,  yet  I  confidcfred 
that  the  fit  of  the  ague  would  return 
again  the  next  d:;y,  and  now  was  my 
time  to  get  fo.nething  to  refrefh  and 
fupport  myfelf  when  I  mould  be  ill : 
and  the  firu:  thing  I  did,  I  filled  a  large 
fquare  cafe-bottle  with  water,  and  let 
it  upon  my  table,  in  reach  of  my  bed  j 
and  to  take  off  the  chill  or  aguifh  dif- 
pofition  of  the  water,  fputaboutaquar- 

ter 
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ter  of  a  pir.t  of  rum  into  it,  and  mixed 
them  together  ;  then  I  got  me  a  pi 
the  goat's  flefli,  and  bi  oiled   it  on   the 
coals,'     '  C(u!<!  v  at  very  little  ;  I  walked 
abov  .  vveak,  and  with- 

al, very  uui  anil  !n  .ivy-hc.41 led  in  the 
fenfeot  my  niiiJeralalB  condition,  dread- 
ing the;  icrurn  of  mv  A\('\  niper  the  next 
da--  at  night  I  made  my  fuppcr  of 
-f  the  turtle's  fggs,  which  I 
in  the  nfres,  and  eat,  as  we 
c.tii  i,,  in  the  /hell  ;  and  this  was  the 
fiift  bit  of  meat  I  ha  1  ever  aiked  God's 
bJefling  to,  even  (•;•;  I  could  remem- 
ber) in  my  whole  life. 

After  1  had  eaten,  I  tried  to  walk  3 
but  found  mylelf  fo  weak,  that  I  could 
hardly  carry  the  gun,  (for  I  never 
\vrnt  out  without  that  ;)  lo  I  wem  out 
but  a  little  "way,  and  nt  down  upon 
the  ground,  looking  cur  upon  the  fea, 
which  was  juft  before  uu,  and  very 
calm  and  fmooth.  As  I  fat  here,  fome 
thoughts,  fuch  as  thelc,  occurred  to 
me. 

.  «  What  is  the  earth.  ?nd  fea,  of 
'  which  I  have  ieen  lo  much  ?  Whence 
'  is  it  produced  ?  And  what  am  I, 

*  and  all  the  other  creatures,  wild  and 
«  time,   human  and  brutal  j    whence 

*  art         ' 

.  *  Sure  wt-  ;.  -01  made  by  fame  fe- 
'  cret  Power,  who  formed  the  eanh, 
'  and  fea,  the  air  and  iky  ;  and  who  is 
«  that?' 

Then  it  followed  mod  naturally, 
'  It  is  God  that  has  made  it  all  P— 
1  Well,  u--r,'  thc;a  it  came  on  ftrong- 
]y ;  *  if  GcJ  has  made  all  thefe  things, 

*  he  guides  and  g  c-m  all,  and 
'  all    things    that  cnnrcni    them  ;  for 

*  the  Being  that  c<-'  things, 
4  mull    certainly   have  powtr  to  guide 

*  and  direct  them. 

'  If  fo,  nothing  can  happen  in  the 

*  grt:.'  ;  .  iks,  cither 

*  without  lur>  knowledge  or  appoint- 
• 

*   And  if  noti:  i.hout 

'  his  knowitfdgt,  ',, 

,  and  am  a  iiul   condi- 

;  and  if  :  -  ppens  with- 

*  out  hi    a:  lias  appoint- 
«  ( d  all  thi.-  to  bcfji 

Nothing  occi'rrc-d  to    my  thoxighfs 

ic  cor,:r:alu':t  :  ny  of  thele conclufions  ; 

and  then  i.  -I  upon   me  with 

jhe  gi  ,  thai  it  inuft  need  he, 

n>d  had  ai'poii.'tcl  all  this  to  be- 

i    that  1   v;u,    bi ought  to  this 


miferable  circumftanee  by  his  dirrc- 
tii  n  ;  he  having  thefolr  power,  not  of 
me  oily,  but  of  every  thing  that  hap- 
pened  in  the  world.  In;im  diatcly  it 

inilowxl - 

«   Why  lias  God  done  tiiis  to  me  ? 
*  ^  hat  have  I  done  to  be  thus  uft-d  ?' 

My  confcience  prefently  ch  rked  me 
in  that  enquiry,  as  if  I  had  blafphcm- 
ed  ;  and  iwthoughtit  (poke  to  me  like 
a  voice  :    '  Wretch  1  doll  thoti  aik  what 
thou  haft  done  ?  Look  back  upon  a 
dreadful   mifpent  life,  and  alk  thy. 
felf  -what  thou  haft  not  done  ?     Alk, 
why  is  ft  tint  thou  wert  not  long 
ago  deftroyed  ?  Why  wei  t  thou  not 
drowned  in  Y?nnoi'th  Roads?  kill- 
ed in   the  fight,   when  the  fliip  was 
taken  1>\  the  Sallec  man  of  war?  de- 
voured by  the  wild  beafls  on  the  coafts 
of  Africa  ?  or,  drowned  here,  when 
?.li    the  crew  perifiit-d   but  thyfclf? 
Doft  thou  aflc,  what  have  I  done  ?' 
1  was  (truck  dumb  with  thele  reflec- 
tions, as  one  altonifheil,  and   had  not 
a  word  to  fay  j   no,   not   to  anfwer   to 
myfelf:   but  lofeup,  penfive  and  fad, 
walked  back  to  my  reirear,  and  went 
up  over  my  wall,  as  if  I  had  been  go- 
ing  to  bed  ;    but  my   thoughts"    were 
fadly  dilhubed,  and  I  had  noiiulina- 
tion   to    fleep;  fo  1   fat   down   in    my 
chair,  and  lighted  my  lamp,  for  it  be- 
gan  to  be  dark.     Now,  as  the  appre- 
henfions  of  the  return  of  my  diftemper 
terrified   me  very  much,  it  occurred  to 
my  ihmight,  that  the  Brazilians  .take 
no  ph}  i! •-':    hut  tlieir  tobacco,  for  al- 
mott  all  diftempersj  and  I  had  a  piece 
11  of  tobacco  in  one  of  the  cherts, 
whicn  was  quite  cured,  and  fome  alfq 
that  was  green  and  not  quite  cured. 

I  went,  directed  by  Heaven,  no 
doubt !  for  in  this  chelt  I  founJ  a  cure 
both  for  foul  and  body  j  t  <>p<  ned  the 
cheft,  and  found  what  I  looked  for, 
viz.  the  tobacco  j  and  as  the  few  books 
I  ha.!  faved  lay  there  too,  I  took  cut 
one  of"  the  I  iblts  which  I  mentioned 
before,  and  which,  to  this  time,  I 
bad  not  fou.id  leifure,  or  fo  much  as 
inclination,  to  look  into  ;  I  fay,  I  took 
it  our,  and  biou  hat  and  the 

tobacco  with  me  to  tiie  table. 

to  make  of  the  tobacco 
I  knew  not,  as  to  my  diltemper,  or 
\vluther  it  was  good  for  it  or  noj 
but  I  t:icd  feveral  experiments  witli 
it,  as  if  I  was  refolved  it  mould  hit 
one  way  or  other :  I  firit  took  a  piece 

of 
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of  a  leaf,  and  chewed  it  in  my  mouth, 
which  indeed  at  firft  aimoft  ftupified 
my  brain,  the  tobacco  being  green  and 
ftrong,  and  that  I  had  not  been  much 
ufed  to  itj  then  I  took  fome,  and 
fteeped  it  an  hour  or  two  in  rum,  and 
refolved  to  take  a  dofe  of  it  when  I 
lay  down  ;  and  hilly,  I  burnt  fome 
upon  a  pan  of  coals,  and  held  my 
nofe  clofe  over  the  fmoak  of  it,  as 
Jong  as  I  could  bear  it,  as  well  for  the 
heat  as  the  virtue  of  it,  and  I  held 
aimoft  to  fuffocation. 

In  the  interval  of  this  operation  I 
took  up  the  bible,  and  began  to  read  j 
but  my  head  was  too  much  difturbed 
with  the  tobacco  to  bear  reading,  at 
Jeair.  at  that  time  j  only  having  opened 
the  book  cafually,  the  firft  words  that 
occurred  to  me  were  thefe  :  *  Call  on 
'  me  in  the  day  of  trouble,  and  I  will 

*  deliver,  and  thou  ftialt  glorify  me/ 
The  words  were   very   apt  to    my 

cafe,  and  made  ibme  imprefiion  upon 
my  thoughts  at  the  time  of  reading 
them,  though  not  fo  much  as  they  did 
afterwards ;  for,  as  for  being  delivered, 
the  word  had  no  found,  as  I  may  fay, 
to  me;  the  thing  was  fo  remote,  fo 
impoffible^nmy  apprehenfion  of  things, 
that  I  began  to  fay,  as  the  children  of 
Ifrael  did  when  they  were  promifed 
fiefh  to  eat,  *  Can  God  fpread  a  table 

*  in  the  wildernefs  ?'     So  I  began  to 
fay,    *  Can   God   himfelf  deliver    me 

*  from  this  place?'  And  as  it  was  not 
for  many  years  that  any  hope  appeared, 
this    prevailed   very   often   upon    my 
thoughts :    but,    however,  the  words 
made  a  very  great  impreflion  upon  me, 
and  I  mufed  upon  them  very  often. 
It  grew  now  late,  and  the  tobacco  had, 
as   I   faid,  dozed  my  head   fo  much, 
that  I  inclined  to  fleep  j  fo  I  left  my 
lamp  burning  in  the  cave,  left  I  mould 
want  any  thing  in  the  night,  and  went 
to  bed  ;  but  before  I  lay  down,  I  did 
what  I  never  had  done  in  all  my  life, 
I  kneeled  down  and  prayed  to  God  to 
fulfil  the  promife  to  me,  that  if  I  called 
upon   him   in    the  day  of  trouble,  he 
would  deliver  met  after  my  broken 
aad  imperfect  prayer  was  over,  I  drank 
the   rum   in  which  I  had  fteeped  the 
tobacco,  which  was  fo  ftrong  and  rank 
of  the  tobacco,  that   indeed  I    could 
fcarce  get  it  down.     Immediately  upon 
this  I  went  to  bed,  and  I  found  pre- 
iently  it  flew  up  into  my  head  violent- 
ly} but  I  fell  into  a  found  fleep,  and 


waked  no  more,  till,  by  the  fun,  it  mud 
neceflarily  be  near  three  o'clock  in  the- 
afternoon  the  next  dayj  nay,  to  this 
hour  I  am  partly  of  the  opinion,  that 
I  flept  all  the  next  day  and  night, 
and  till  aimoft  three  the  day  after  ;  for 
otherwife  I  knew  not  how  I  fliould 
lofe  a  day  out  of  my  reckoning  in  the 
days  of  the  week,  as  it  appeared  fome 
years  after  I  had  done  j  for  if  I  had 
loft  it  by  croffing  and  re-crofling  the 
line,  I  mould  have  loft  more  than  a 
day  j  but  in  my  account  it  was  loft, 
and  I  never  knew  which  way. 

Be  that,  however,  one  way  or  other, 
when  I  awaked,  I  found  my  felf  exceed- 
ingly refrefhed,  and  my  fpirits  lively 
and  chearfu!  j  when  I  got  up,  I  was 
flronger  than  I  was  the  day  before, 
and  my  ftomach  better;  for  I  was 
hungry  ;  and,  in  fliort,  I  had  no  fit 
the  next  day,  but  continued  much 
altered  for  the  better.  This  was  the 


The  30th  was  my  well  day  of 
courfe,  and  I  went  abroad  with  my 
gun,  but  did  not  care  to  travel  too  far  : 
I  killed  a  fea-fowl  or  two,  fomething 
like  a  brand  goofe,  and  brought  them 
home,  but  was  not  very  forward  to 
eat  them  }  fo  I  eat  feme  more  of  the 
turtle's  eggs,  which  were  very  good, 
This  evening  I  renewed  the  medicine 
which  I  had  fuppofed  did  me  good  the 
day  before,  viz.  the  tobacco  fteeped 
in  rum  ;  only  \  did  not  take  fo  much 
as  before,  nor  did  I  chew  any  of  the 
leaf,  or  hold  my  head  over  the  fmoak  ; 
however,  I  was  not  fo  well  the  next 
day,  which  was  the  ift  of  July,  as  I 
hoped  I  fhould  have  been  ,  for  I  had  a 
little  fpice  of  the  cold  fit,  but  it  was 
not  much. 

July  z.  I  renewed  the  medicine  all 
the  three  ways,  and  dozed  myfelf  with 
it  as  at  firft,  and  doubled  the  quantity 
which  I  drank. 

July  3.  I  miffed  the  fit  for  good 
and  all,  though  I  did  not  recover  my 
full  ftrength  for  fome  weeks  after. 
While  I  was  thus  gathering  ftrength, 
my  thoughts  ran  exceedingly  upon 
this  fcripture,  *  I  will  deliver  thee  j" 
and  the  impoffibility  of  my  deliverance 
lay  much  upon  my  mind,  in  bar  of  my 
ever  expecling  it  :  but  as  I  was  rJifcou- 
raging  myfelf  with  fuch  thoughts,  it 
occurred  to  my  mind,  that  I  pored  fo 
much  upon  my  deliverance  from  the 
main  afSi&ion,  that  I  difiegarded  the 
G  deli- 
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deliverance  I  had-  received;  and  I  was, 
as   it  were,  made   to   alk  myfelf  fuch 
queftions  as  thefe ;   viz.   '  Have   I  not 
been  delivered,  and  wonderfully  too, 
from  licknefs?  From   the  molt  dif- 
trctfed   condition  that  could  be,  and 
that  was   fo  frightful  to  me?  And 
what  notice  had  I  taken  of  it  ?    Had 
I    done    my    part  ?      God    had  de- 
livered me  :  but  I  had  not  glorified 
him.*     That  is  to  fay,  I    had    not 
owned  and  been  thankful  for  that  as 
a  deliverance,   and  how  could  I  expect 
greater  deliverance! 

This  touched  my  heart  very  much, 
and  immediately  I  kneeled  down,  and 
gave  God  thanks  aloud  for  my  recove- 
ry from  my  ficknefs. 

July  4.  In  the  morning  I  took  the 
bible;  and,  beginning  at  the  New 
Teftament,  I.  began  ferionfly  to  read 
it,  and  im poled  upon  myfelf  to  read 
awhile  every  morning  and  every  night, 
not  tying  myfelf  to  the  number  of 
chapters,  but  as  long  as  my  thoughts 
fhould  engage  me :  it  was  not  long 
after  I  fet  feriouily  to  this  work,  but 
I  found  my  heart  more  deeply. and 
tincerely  affected  with  the  wickednefs 
of  my  part  life;  the  impreflion  of  my 
dream  revived,  and  the  words,  *  All 
«  thefe  things  have  not  brought  thee 
«  to  repentance/  ran  ferioufly  in  my 
thoughts  :  I  was  earneftly  begging  of 
God  to  give  me  repentance,  when  it 
happened  providentially  the  very  day, 
that,  reading  the  Scripture,  I  came  to 
thefe  words,  *  He  is  exalted  a  Prince 

*  and  a  Saviour,    to  give  repentance, 
'  and  to  give  remifiion  :'  I  threw  down 
the  book,  and  with  my  heart  as  well 
as  my  hand  lifted  up  to  heaven,  in  a 
kind   of  extafy  of  joy,    I   cried   out 
aloud,   «  Jefus,    thou'  fon   of  David! 
'  Jefus,  thou  exalted  Prince  and  Sa- 

*  viour,  give  me  repentance!' 

This  was  the  firll  time  that  I  could 
fay,  in  the  true  fenfe  of  the  words,  that 
I  prayed  in  all  my  life;  for  now  I 
prayed  with  a  fenfe  of  my  condition, 
and  with  a  true  Scripture  view  of  hope, 
founded  on  the  encouragement  of  the 
word  of  God  ;  and  from  this  time,  I 
may  fay,  I  began  to  have  hope  that 
God  would  hear  me. 

Now  I  be^au   to  con  (true  the  words 

mentioned  above,  <  Call  on  me,   and 

«   I  will   deliver  thee,'  in   a  different 

fenfe  from  what  I  had   ever  done  be- 

lor  then  I  had  no  nwion  of  any 


thing  "being  called  deliverance,  but  my 
being  delivered  from  the  captivity  I 
was  in  ;  for  though  I  was  indeed  at 
large  in  the  place,  yet  the  ifland  was 
certainly  a  prifon  to  me,  and  that  in 
the  worit  fenfe  in  the  world  ;  but  now 
I  learned  to  take  it  in  another  fenfe. 
Now  I  looked  back  upon  my  pad  life 
with  fuch  horror,  and  my  fins  appear- 
ed fo  dreadful,  that  my  foul  fought 
nothing  of  God  but  deliverance  from 
the  load  of  guilt  that  bore  down  all  my 
comfort.  As  for  my  folitary  life,  it 
was  nothing;  I  did  not  fo  much  as 
pi-ay  to  be  delivered  from  it,  or  think 
of  it;  it  was  all  of  no  confideration  in 
comparifon  of  this;  and  I  added  this 
part  here,  to  hint  to  whoever  mall  read 
it,  that  whenever  they  come  to  a  true 
fenfe  of  things,  they  will  find  deli- 
verance from  fin  a  much  greater  blelT- 
ing  than  deliverance  from  affliction. 

But  leaving  this  part,  I  return  to 
my  journal. 

My  condition  began  now  to  be, 
though  not  lefs  miferable  as  to  my  way 
of  living,  yet  much  eafier  to  my  mind; 
and  my  thoughts  being  directed,  by 
a  conltant  reading  the  fcripture  and 
praying  to  God,  to  things  of  a  higher 
nature,  I  had  a  great  deal  of  comfort 
within,  which  til£now  I  knew  nothing 
of:  alfo,  as  my  health  and  ftrength  re- 
turned, I  beitirred  myfelf  to  furnifti 
myfelf  with  every  thing  I  wanted,  and 
make  my  way  of  living  as  regular  as 
J  could. 

From  the  4th  of  July  to  the  T4.th,  I 
was  chiefly  employed  in  walking  about 
with  my  gun  in  my  hand  a  little  and  a 
little  at  a  time,  as  a  man  that  \\ 
thering  up  his  Ihength  after  a  fit  of 
iicknefs ;  for  it  is  hardly  to  be  ima- 
gined, how  low  I  was,  and  to  what 
weaknefs  I  was  reduced.  The  appli- 
cation which  I  made  ufe  of,  was  per- 
fectly new,  and  perhaps  what  had  never 
cured  an  ague  bcforsj  neither  can  I 
recommend  it  to  any  one  to  practifc, 
by  this  experiment :  and  though  it  did 
carry  otf  the  lit,  yet  it  rather  contri- 
buted to  weaken  me;  for  I  had  frequent 
convulsions  in  my  nerves  and  limbs  for 
fome  time. 

I  learned  from  it,  alfo,  this  tn  parti- 
cular, that  being  abroad  in  the  rainy 
.  was  the  molt  pernicious  tiling 
to  my  health  that  could  be,  efpcciallv 
in  thofc  rains  thv.t  came  at: 
ftcnns  and  .hurricanes  ofw. 

the 
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the  rain  which  came  in  a  dry  feafon 
was  always  moft  accompanied  with 
fuch  (forms,  fo  I  found  this  rain  was 
much  more  dangerous  than  the  rain 
which  fell  in  September  and  October. 

I  had  been  now  in  this  unhappy 
ifland  above  ten  months}  all  poflibi- 
lity  of  deliverance  from  this  condition 
feemed  to  be  entirely  taken  from  me  j 
and  I  firmly  believed,  that  no  human 
fhapeliad  ever  fet  foot  upon  that  place. 
Having  now  fecured  my  habitation, 
as  I  thought,  fully  to  my  mind,  I  had 
a  great  delire  to  make  a  more  perfect 
diicovery  of  the  ifland,  and  to  fee  what 
other  productions  I  might  find  which 
yet  I  knew  nothing  of. 

It  was  the  i5th  of  July  that  I  began 
to  take  a  more  particular  furvey  of  the 
ifland  itfelfj  I  went  up  the  creek  firft, 
where,  as  hinted,  I  brought  my  rafts 
on  fliore.  I  found,  after  I  came  about 
two  miles  up,  that  the.  tide  did  not 
flow  any  higher,  and  that  it  was  no 
more  than  a  little  brook  of  running 
water,  and  very  frefti  and  good  ;  but 
this  being  the  dry  feafon,  there  was 
hardly  any  water  in  fome  parts  of  it, 
at  leaft  not  enough  to  run  into  any 
ftream,  fo  as  it  could  be  perceived. 

On  the  bank  of  this  brook  I  found 
many  pleafant  favannahs  or  meadows, 
plain,  fmooth,  and  covered  with  grafs  j 
and  on  the  rifing  parts  of  them  next  to 
the  higher  grounds,  where  the  water, 
as  ;t  might  be  fupppfed,  never  over- 
flowed, I  found  a  great.deal  of  tobacco, 
green,  and  growing  to  a  great  and  very 
ftrong  ftalk:  there  were  divers  other 
plants  which  I  had  no  notion  of  or 
underftanding  about  j  and  might,  per- 
haps have  virtues  of  their  own,  which 
I  could  not  find  out. 

I  fearched  for  the  cafTava  root,  which 
the  Indians  in  all  that  climate  make 
their  bread  of,  but  I  could  find  none. 
I  faw  large  plants  of  aloes,  but  did  not 
then  underitand  them  :  I  faw  feveral 
fugar-canesj  but  wild,  and,  for  want 
of  cultivation,  imperfect.  I  content- 
ed myfelf  with  thefe  difcoveries  for 
this  time,  and  came  back  mufing  with 
myfelf  what  courfe  I  might  take  to 
know  the  virtue  and  good.nefs  of  any 
of  the  fruits  or  plants  which  I  fhould 
difcover,  but  could  bring.it  to  no  con- 
el  ufionj  for,  in  fhort,  I  had  made  fo 
little  obfervation  while  I  was  in  the 
Brazils',  that  I  knew  little  of  the  plants 
of  the  field  3  at  leaft,  very  little  that 


might  ferve  me  to  any  ptirpofe,  now  ia 
my  diftrefs. 

The  next  day,  the  i6th,  I  went  up 
the  fame  way  again  j  and,  after  going 
fomething  farther  than  I  had  done  the 
day  before,  I  found  the  brook  and  the 
favannahs  began  to  ceafer  and  in  the 
country  becanie  mote  woody  than  be- 
fore. In  this  part^  I- found  different 
fruits,  and  particular.}}'  I  found  melons 
upon  the  ground  in  great  abundance, 
and  grapes  upon  the  trees  j  the  vines 
had  fpread  indeed  ^yer  the  trees,  and 
the  clutters  of  grapes  were  juft  now  in 
their  prime,  very  ripe  and  rich.  This, 
was  a  furprizing  dilcovery>  and  I  was 
exceeding  glad  -of  them,  but  I  was 
warned  by  my  experience  to.  eat  fpar- 
ingly  of  them,  remembering,  that 
when  I  was  afhore  in  fiarbary,  the  eat- 
ing of  grapes  killed,  ieveral  of  our 
Englishmen  who  were  flaves  there,  by 
throwing  them  into  fluxes  and  fevers  : 
but  I  found  an  excellent  ufe  for  thefe 
grapes,  and  that  was,,  to  cure  or  dry 
them  in  the  fun,  and  keep  them  as  dried 
gnipes  or  railins  are  kept,  which  I 
thought  would  be,  as  indeed  they  were, 
as  wholefome,  and  as  agreeable  to  eat, 
when  no  grapes  might  be  had. 

I  ipent  all  that  evening  there,  and 
went  not  back  to  my.  habitation,  which, 
by  the  way,  was  the  firft  night,  as  I 
might  fay,  I  had  lain  from  home.  In, 
the  night  I  took. my  firft  contrivance, 
and  got  up  into  a  tree,  where  I  flept 
well,  and  the  next  morning  proceeded 
upon  my  difcovery,  travelling  near 
four  miles,  as  I  might  judge  by  the 
length  of  the  valley,  keeping  ftili  due 
north,  with  a  ridge  of  hills  on  the  foutli 
and  north  fide  of  me. 

At  the  qnd  of  this  march.  I  came  to 
an  opening  where  the  country  feemed 
to  defcend  to  the  weftj  and  a  little 
fpring  of  frefh  water,  which  iflued  out 
of  the  fide,  of  the  hill  by  me,  ran  the 
other  way,  that  is,  due  eaft:  and  the 
country  appeared  Ib  frefh.,  fo  green,  fo 
fiouriming,  every  thing  being  in  a  con- 
icHiit  verdure  or  flourilh  of  fpring,  that 
it  looked  like  a  planted  garden. 

I  defcended  a  little  on  the  fide  of 
that  delicious  valley,  furvey  ing  it  with 
a  fecret  kind  of  pleafure  (though  mix- 
ed with  other  afflicting  thoughts)  to 
think  that  this  was  all  my  own  ;  that  I 
was  king  and  lord  of  all  this  country 
indefeafibly,  and  had  a  right  of  poi- 
feflien  j  and,  if  I  could  convey  it.,  I 
G  z  might 
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might  have  it  in  inheritance,  as  com- 
pleatly  as  any  lord  of  a  manor  in  Eng- 
land. I  law  here  abundance  of  cocoa- 
trees,  orange  and  lemon,  and  citron- 
trees  ;  but  all  wild,  and  few  bearing 
any  fruit;  nt  lesft,  not  then:  however, 
the  green  limes  that  I  gathered,  were 
not  only  pleafant  to  eat,  but  very 
wholcfome  ;  and  J  mixed  their  juice 
afterwards  with  water,  which  made  it 
very  wholefome,  and  very  cool  and  re- 
frefhing. 

I  found  now  I  had  buHnefs  enough, 
fo  gather  and  carry  home;  and  refolved 
to  lay  up  a  ftore,  as  well  of  grapes  as 
limes  and  lemons,  to  furnifh  myfelf 
for  the  wet  feafon,  which  I  knew  was 
approachirrg. 

-  In  order  to  c?o,jthi5,  I  gathered  a  great 
heap  of  gripes  in  one  place,  and  a 
lefttlr  heap  in  another  place,  and  a 
great  parctl  of-  limes  and  lemons  in 
Another  platfc,  and  taking  a  few  of 
ftach  with  me,  I  travelled  homeward, 
and  refolved  to  come  again,  and  bring 
z  bag  or  fack,  or  what  I  could  make, 
to  carry  the  reft  home. 

Accordingly,  having  fpent  three  days 
in  this  journey,  I  came  home,  (fo  I 
muft  now  call  my  tent,  and  my  cave  j) 
but  before  I  got  thither,  the  grapes 
were  fpoiled  ;  the  richnefs  of  the  fruit, 
and  the  weight  of  the  juice,  having 
broken  them,  and  bruifed  them,  they 
were  good  for  little  or  nothing  ;  as  to 
the  limes,  they  were  good,  but  I  could 
bring  but  few. 

The  next  day,  being  the  i9th,  I 
went  back,  having  made  me  two  fmall 
bags  to  bring  home  my  harveft  :  but  I 
was  furprized,  when  coming  to  my 
heap  of  grapes,  which  were  fo  rich  and 
'fine  when  I  gathered  thc'tn,  I  found 
them  all  fpread  abroad,  trod  to  pieces, 
and  dragged  about,  fome  here,  fome 
there,  and  abundance  eaten  and  de- 
voured. By  this  I  concluded  there 
were  fouie  wild  creatures  thereabouts, 
\viiich  bid  done  this;  but  what  they 
weie,  I  knew  not. 

However,  as  I  found  there  was  no 
laying  them  up  on  heaps,  and  no  carry- 
ing thfir,  away  in  a  fack,  but  that  one 
way  they  would  be  deltroyed,  and  the 
other  w.iy  tht-y  %vould  be  crufhed  with 
their  own  weight,  I  took  another 
G'.iurle  j  tor  I  gathered  a  large  quantity 
of  the  grapes,  and  hung  them  upon  the 
eut  branches  of  the  trees,  that  they 


might  cure  and  dry  in  the  fun  j  and  33 
for  the  limes  ami  lemons,  I  carried  as 
many  back  as  I  could  well  ftand  under. 

When  I  came  home  from  this  jour- 
ney, I  contemplated  with  great  plea- 
fure  the  fruitfulnefs  of  that  valley,  and 
the  pleafantnefs  of  :he  fituation,  the 
fecurity  from  ftorr  \">  on  that  fide  of  the 
water,  and  the  wood;  and  concluded 
tint  I  had  pitched  upon  a  place  to  fix 
my  abode,  which  \vas  by  far  the  worft 
part  of  the  country.  Upon  the  whole, 
I  began  to  confidcr  of  removing  my 
habitation,  and  to  look  out  for  a  place 
equally  fafe,  as  where  I  now  was  fitu- 
ate,  if  potilble,  in  that  pleafant  fruitful 
part  of  the  ifland. 

This  thought  ran  long  in  my  head, 
and  I  was  exceeding  fond  of  it  for 
fome  time,  the  pleafantnefj  of  the  place 
tempting  me  j"  but  when  I  came  to  a 
nearer  view  of  it,  and  to  confuler  tint 
I  was  now  by  the  fea-fuie,  where  it  wa> 
at  lealt  pofiible  that  ibmething  might 
happen  to  my 'advantage,  and  that  the 
fame  ill  fate  that  brought  me  hither", 
might  bring  fome  other  unhappy 
\Vretches  to  the'fame  place ;  and  though 
it  was  fcarce  probable,  that  any  fuch 
thing  fhould  ever  happen,  yet  to  in- 
clofe  myfelf  among  the  hills  and  woods, 
in  the  centre  of  the  ifland,  was  to  an- 
ticipate my  bondage,  and  to  render 
fuch  an  affair  not  only  improbable, 
but  impoflible  ;  and  that  therefore  I 
ought  not  by  any  means  to  remove. 

Howeverj  I  was  fo  enamoured  with 
this  place,  that  I  fpent  much  of  my 
time  there  for  the  whole  remaining 
part  of  the  month  of  July  :  and  though, 
upon  fecond  thoughts,  I  refolved  as 
above,  not  to  remove;  yet  I  built  me 
a  little  kind  of  a  bower,  and  furround- 
ed  it  at  a  diftance  with  a  very  ftrong 
fence,  being  a  double  hedge,  as  high 
as  I  could  reach,  well  ftaked  and  filled 
between  with  brumwood:  and  here  I 
lay  very  fecure,  fomctimes  two  or  three 
nights  together,  always  going  over  it 
with  a  ladder  as  before;  fo  that  I  fan- 
cied now  I  had  my  country- houfe,  and 
my  fea-coaft  houfe.  And  this  work 
took  me  up  the  beginning  of  Augult. 

I  had  but  newly  finiflied  my  fence, 
and  began  to  enjoy  my  labour, when  the 
rains  came  on,  and  made  me  (tick  clofe 
to  my  firft  habitation;  for  though  I 
had  made  me  a  tent  like  the  other,  with 
•A  pitce  of  a  fail,  and  fpread  it  vciy 

well, 
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well,  yet  I  had  not  the  flicker  of  an 
hill  to  keep  me  from  ftorms,  nor  a 
cave  behind  me  to  retreat  into  when 
the  rains  were  extraordinary. 

About  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  as 
I  faid,  I  had  finifhed  my  bower,  and 
began  to  enjoy  myfelf.  The  third  of 
Auguft,  I  found  the  grapes  I  had  hung 
up  were  perfectly  dried,  and  indeed 
were  excellent  good  raifins  of  the  fun  ; 
fo  I  began  to  take  them  down  from  the 
trees,  and  it  was  very  happy  that  I  did 
fo ;  for  the  rains  which  followed  would 
have  fpoiled  them,  and  I  had  loft  the 
beft  part  of  my  winter  food  -,  for  I  had 
above  two  hundred  large  bunches  of 
them.  No  fooner  had  I  taken  them 
all  down,  and  carried  moft  of  them 
home  to  my  cave,  but  it  began  to  rainj 
and  from  thence,  which  was  the  14th 
of  Auguft,  it  rained  more  or  lefs  every 
day,  till  the  middle  of  October;  and 
fometimes  fo  violently,  that  I  could 
not  ftir  out  of  my  cave  for  feveral 
days. 

In  this  feafon  I  was  much  furprized 
with  the  increafe  of  my  family :  I  had 
been  concerned  for  the  lofs  of  one  of 
my  cats,  which  ran  away  from  me,  or, 
as  I  thought,  had  been  dead  j  and  I 
heard  no  more  tale  or  tidings  of  her, 
till  to  my  aftonifhment  fhe  came  home 
about  the  end  of  Auguft,  with  three 
kittens.  This  was  the  more  ftrange 
to  me,  becaufe  though  I  had  killed  a 
wild  cat,  as  I  called  it,  with  my  gun, 
yet  I  thought  it  was  quite  a  different 
kind  from  our  European  cats  j  yet  the 
young  cats  were  the  fame  kind  of  houfe- 
breed  like  the  old  onej  and  both  my 
cats  being  females,  I  thought  it  very 
ftrange.  But  from  thefe  three  cats,  I 
afterwards  came  to  be  fo  peftered  with 
cats,  that  I  was  forced  to  kill  them 
like  vermin,  or  wild  beafts,  and  to 
drive  them  from  my  houfe  as  much  as 
poflible. 

From  the  i^-th  of  Auguft  to  the  a6th, 
inceflant  rain,  fo  that  I  could  not  ftir, 
and  was  now  very  careful  not  to  be 
much  wet.  In  this  confinement  I 
began  to  be  ftraitened  for  food  j  but 
venturing  out  twice,  I  one  day  killed 
a  goat}  and  the  laft  day,  which  was 
the  ±6th,  found  a  very  large  tortoife, 
xvhich  was  a  treat  to  me.  And  my  food 
was  regulated  thus :  I  eat  a  bunch  of 
raifins  for  my  breakfalt  ;  a  piece  of  the 
goat's  flefh,  or  of  the  turtle,  for  my 
dinner,  broiled,  (for,  to  my  great  mii» 
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fortune,  I  had  no  veflel  to  boil  or  ftew 
any  thing;)  and  two  or  three  of  the 
turtle's  eggs  for  fupper. 

During  this  confinement  in  my  cover 
by  the  rain,  I  worked  daily  two  or 
three  hours  at  enlarging  my  cave  ;  and, 
by  degrees,  worked  it  on  towards  one 
fide,  till  I  came  to  the  outfide  of  the 
hill,  and  macfe  a  door  or  way  out, 
which  came  beyond  my  fence  or  wall; 
and  fo  I  came  in  and  out  this  way. 
But  I  was  not  perfectly  eafy  at  lying 
fo  open  j  for  as  I  had  managed  myfelf 
before,  I  was  in  a  perfect  inclofure, 
whereas  now  I  thought  I  lay  expofed  j 
and  yet  I  could  not  perceive,  that  there 
was  any  living  thing  to  fear,  the.biggeft 
creature  that  I  had  yet  feen  ujjon  the 
ifland  being  a  goaf. 

September  30.  I  was  now  come  to 
the  unhappy  anniverfary  of  my  land- 
ing :  I  caft  up  the  notches  on  my 
polt,  and  found  I  had  been  on  more 
three  hundred  and  fixty- five  days.  I 
kept  this  day  as  a  folemn  faft,  fetting 
it  apart  to  a  religious  exercife,  pro- 
ftrating  myfelf  to  the  ground  with  the 
moft  ferious  humiliation,  confefiing 
myfelf  to  God,  acknowledging  his 
righteous  judgment  upon  me,  and 
praying  to  him  to  hare  mercy  on  me, 
through  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  having  not 
rafted  the  leatt  refrefhment  for  twelve 
hours,  even  till  the  going  down  of  the 
fun,  I  then  eat  a  bifcuit-cake  and  a 
bunch  of  grapes,  and  went  to  bed, 
finiming  the  day  as  I  began  it. 

I  had  all  this  time  obferved  no  fab- 
bath-day  ;  for  as  at  firlt  I  had  no  fenfe 
of  religion  upon  my  mind,  I  had  after 
fome  time  omitted  to  diitinguim  the 
weeks,  by  making  a  longer  notch  than 
ordinary  for  the  fabbath-day,  and  fo 
did  not  really  know  what  any  of  the 
days  were;  but  now  having  caft  up 
the  days  as  above,  I  found  I  had  been 
there  a  year ;  fo  I  divided  it  into 
weeks,  and  fet  apart  every  ftventh  day 
for  a  fabbath  ;  though  I  found  at  the 
end  of  my  account  I  had  loft  a  day  or 
two  of  my  reckoning. 

A  little  after  this,  my  ink  began  to 
fail  me,  and  fo  I  contented  myfelf  to 
ufe  it  more  fparingly,  and  to  write 
down  only  the  moft  remarkable  events 
of  rny  life,  without  continuing  a  daily 
memorandum  of  other  things. 

The  rainy  feafon,  and  the  dry  fea- 
fon, began  now  to  appear  regular  to 
ra«,  and  I  learned  to  divide  them  fo  as 
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to  provide  for  them  accordingly.  But 
I  bought  all  my  experience  before  I 
had  it;  and  this  I  am  going  to  relate, 
•was  one  or  the  moft  difcouraging  ex- 
periments that  I  made  at  all.  I  have 
mentioned,  that  I  had  faved  the  few 
cars  of"  barley  and.  rice  which  I  had  fo 
i'urprizingly  found  fpring  up,  as  I 
thought,  of  themfelves,  and  believe 
there  were  about  thirty  ftalks  of  rice, 
and  about  twenty  of  barley;  and  now 
I  thought  it  a  proper  time  to  low  it 
after  the  rains,  the  fun  being  in  it's 
fouthem  petition  going  from  me. 

.Accordingly  .1  dug  up  a  piece  of. 
ground,  as  \vell  as  I  could,  with  my 
wooden  fpade,  and  dividing  it  into 
two  paitt,,  I  lowed  my  grain  ;  but  as 
I  was  fo-ving,  it  cnfually  occurred  to 
my  thoughts,  that  I  would  not  fow  it 
all  at  tint,  becaufe  I  did  not  know  when 
was  the  proper'  time -for  it ;  fo  I  lowed 
about  two-thirds  of  the  leeds,  leaving 
about  a  handful  of  each. 

It  was  a  great  comfort  to  me  after- 
wards, that  I  did  fo,  for  not  one  grain 
of  that  I  fowed  this  time  came  to  any 
thing }  for  the  dry  months  following, 
the  earth  having  had  no  rain  after  the 
feed  was  fown,  it  had  no  moifture  to 
afllft  it's  growth,  and  never  came  up  at 
all,  till  the  wet  feafon  had  come  again, 
and  then  it  grew  as  if  it  had  been  new- 
ly fown. 

Finding  my  firft  feed  did  not  grow, 
which  I  eafily  imagined  was  by  the 
drought,  I  fought  for  a  moifter  piece 
of  ground  to  make  another  trial  in  ; 
and  I  dug  up  a  piece  of  ground  near 
my  new  bower,  and  fowed  the  reft  of 
my  feed  in  February,  a  little  before 
the  vernal  equinox  ;  and  this,  having 
the  rainy  months  of  March  and  April 
to  water  it,  fprung  up  very  pleafantly, 
and  yielded  a  very  good  crop ;  but 
having  part  of  the  feed  left  only,  and 
not  daring  to  fow  all  that  I  had  yet,  I 
had  but  a  fmall  quantity  at  laft,  my 
whole  crop  not  amounting  to  above 
half  a  peck  of  each  kind. 

But  by  this  experience  I  was  made 
matter  of  my  buiinefs,  and  knew  ex- 
actly when  the  proper  feafon  was  to 
fow  j  and  that  I  might  expect  two  feed- 
times,  and  two  harvefts,  every  yjar. 

Vv'hiie  this  corn  was  growing,  I 
made  a  little  difcovcry,  which  was  of 
uf«  to  me  afterwards  :  as  foon  as  the 
rains  were  over,  and  the  weather  be- 
£an  to  fettle,  which  was  about  the 


month  of  November,  I  made  a  vififc 
up  the  country  to  my  bower,  where, 
though  I  had  not  been  fome  months, 
yet  I  found  all  things  juft  as  I  left 
them.  The  circle  or  double  hedge 
that  I  had  made,  was  not  only  finn 
and  entire,  but  the  ftakes  which  I  had 
cut  off  of  fome  trees  that  grew  there- 
abouts, were  all  (hot  out,  and  grown 
with  long  branches,  as  much  as  a  wil- 
low-tree ufually  fhoots  the  firft  year 
after  lopping  it's  head.  I  could  not 
tell  what  tree  to  call  it,  that  thele 
ftakes  were  cut  from.  I  was  furprized, 
and  yet  very  well  pleafed,  to  fee  the 
young  trees  grow  ;  and  I  pruned  them, 
and  led  them  up  to  grow  as  much  alike 
as  I  could  j  and  it  is  fcarce  credible, 
how  beautiful  a  figure  they  grew  into 
in  three  years;  fo  that  though  the 
hedge  made  a  circle  of  about  twenty- 
five  yards  in  diameter,  yet  the  trees, 
for  luch  I  might  now  call  them,  foon 
covered  it;  and  it.  was  a  compleat 
made,  fufficient  to  lodge  under  all  the 
dry-feaibn. 

This  made  me  refolve  to  cut  fome, 
more  ftakes,  and  make  me  an  hedge 
like  this  in  a  femi-circle  -round  my 
wall,  (I  mean, that  of  my  firft  dwelling). 
which  I  did  j  and,  placing  the  trees 
or,  ftakes  in  a  double  row,  at  above 
eight  yards  diftance  from  my  firft' 
fence,  they  grew  prefently,  and  were 
at  firft  a  fine  cover  to  my  habitation, 
and  after  wards  ferved  for  a  defence 
alfo,  as  I  fhall  obferve  in.  it's  order. 

I  found  now,  that  the  fealbns  of  the 
year  might  generally  be  divided,  not 
into  fummer  and  winter,  as  in  Europe; 
but  into  the  rainy  feafons,  and  the  dry 
feafons,  which  were  generally  thus  : 

Half  Feb.     j  Rainy,   the  fun   being 
March  s.     then   on  or  near  the 
Half  April    J      Equinox. 

Half  April  -| 

May  J  Dry,  the  fun  being  then 

June  >     to   the   north   of,  the 
July  line. 

Half  Aug.  J 

Half  Aug. 

66] 
Half  Oi 


Half  Oft. 
Nov. 
Dec 


Aug.  "7 

Sept.    >Rain,  the  fun  being  then 

Oil.    3  come  back. 

r.    I  Dry,  the  fun  being  then 
.     >     to  the   fouth    of   the 


Half  Feb 


Jan.     j 


line* 


The 
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The  rainy  feafon  fometimes  held 
longer  or  fiiorter,  as  the  winds  liap- 
pened  to  blow  5  but  this  was  the  ge- 
neral obfervation  I  made.  After  I  had 
found,  by  experience,  the  ill  confe- 
quence  of  being  abroad  in  the  rain,  I 
took  care  to  furnifli  myfelf  with  pro- 
vifions  beforehand,  that  I  might  not 
be  obliged  to  go  out;  and  I  fat  within- 
doors as  much  as  poffible  during  the 
wet  months. 

In  this  time  I  found  much  employ- 
ment, (and  very  fuitable  alfo  to  the 
tirte)  for  I  found  great  occafion  of 
many  things  which  I  had  no  way  to 
furnifli  myfelf  with,  but  by  hard  la- 
bour and  conftant  application  j  par- 
ticularly, I  tried  many  ways  to  make 
myfelf  a  bafket ;  but  all  the  twigs  I 
could  get  for  the  purpofe  proved  fo 
brittle,  that  they  would  do  nothing. 
It  proved  of  excellent  advantage  to  me 
now,  that  when  I  was  a  boy,  I  ufed  to 
take  great  delight  in  (landing  at  a  baf- 
ket-maker's  in  the  town  where  my 
father  lived,  to  fee  them  make  their 
wicker-ware  j  and  being,  as  boys  ufu- 
ally  are,  very  officious  to  help,  and  a 
great  obferver  of  the  manner  how  they 
worked  thofe  things,  and  fometimes 
lent  an  hand,  I  had  by  this  means  fo 
full  knowledge  of  the  methods  of  it, 
that  I  wanted  nothing  but  the  mate- 
rials ;  when  it  came  into  my  mind, 
that  the  twigs  of  that  tree  from  whence 
I  cut  my  ftakes  that  grew,  might  pof- 
fibly  be  as  tough  as  the  fallows  and 
willows,  and  ofiers,  in  England  5  and  I 
refolved  to  try. 

Accordingly,  the  next  day  I  went 
to  my  country-houfe,  as  I  called  it, 
and  cutting  fomeof  the  fmaller  twigs, 
I  found  them  to  my  purpofe  as  much 
as  I  could  defire;  whereupon,  I  came 
the  next  time  prepared  with  an  hatch- 
et to  cut  down  a  quantity,  which  I 
ibon  found,  for  there  was  a  great 
plenty  of  them  :  thefe  I  fet  up  to  dry 
within  my  circle  or  hedges  ;  and  when 
they  were  fit  for  ufe,  I  carried  them  to 
my  cave  j  and  here,  during  the  next 
feafon,  I  employed  myfelf  in  making 
(as  well  as  I  could)  a  great  many 
baflcets,  both  to  carry  earth,  and  to  car- 
ry or  lay  up  any  thing,  as  I  had  occa- 
iion  ;  and  though  I  did  not  finifti 
them  very  handfomely,  yet  I  made 
them  fufficiently  ferviceable  for  my 
purpofe  :  and  thus  afterwards  I  took 
care-  never  to  be  without  them  j  and 


as  my  wicker-ware  decayed,  I  made 
more  ;  efpecially,  I  made  ftrong  deep 
baflcets  to  place  my  corn  in,  inftead 
of  facks,  when  I  fliould  come  to  have 
any  quantity  of  it. 

>  Having  maftered  this  difficulty,  and 
employed  a  world  of  time  about  it, 
I  beftirred  myfelf  to  fee,  if  pofllble, 
how  to  fupply  two  wants.  I  had  no 
veflels  to  hold  any  thing  that  was  li- 
quid, except  two  rundlets,  which  were 
almoft  full  of  rum,  and  fome  glafs 
bottles,  fome  of  the  common  fize, 
and  others  which  were  cafe-bottles, 
fquare,  for  the  holding  of  waters,  fpi- 
rits,  &c.  I  had  not  fo  much  as  a  pot 
to  boil  any  thing  in,  except  a  great 
kettle  which  I  faved  out  of  the  fliip, 
and  which  was  too  big  for  fuch  ufes 
as  I  defired  it  for,  viz.  to  make  broth, 
and  ftew  a  bit  of  meat  by  itfelf.  The 
fecond  thing  I  would  fain  have  had, 
was  a  tobacco-pipe,  but  it  was  impof- 
lible  for  me  to  make  one ;  however,  I 
found  a  contrivance  for  that  too  at 
laft. 

I  employed  inyfelf  in  planting  my 
fecond  rows  of  ftakes  or  piles,  and  ia 
this  wicker  work,  all  the  fummer,  or 
dry  feafon  :  when  another  bufinefs  took: 
me  up  more  time  than  it  could  be  ima- 
gined I  could  fpare. 

I  mentioned  before,  that  I  had  a 
great  mind  to  fee  the  whole  ifland,  and 
that  I  had  travelled  up  the  brook,  and 
fo  on  to  where  I  built  my  bower,  and 
where  I  had  an  opening  quite  to  the 
fea,  on  the  other  fide  of  tte  ifland. 
I  now  refolved  to  travel  quite  acrofs 
to  the  fea-flioreon  that  fide:  fo  taking 
my  gun  and  hatchet,  aud  my  dog, 
and  a  larger  quantity  of  powder  and 
mot  than  ufual,  with  two  bifcu it- cakes 
and  a  great  bunch  of  raifins  in  my 
pouch,  for  my  More,  I  began  my  jour- 
ney. When  I  had  palled  the  vale 
where  my  bovver  iiood,  as  above,  I 
came  within  view  of  the  fea  to  the 
weft ;  and  it  being  a  very  clear  day,  I 
fairly  defcried  land,  whether  an  Jfland 
or  continent  I  could  not  tell  j  but  it 
lay  very  high,  extending  from  the  W. 
to  the  W.  S.  \V.  at  a  very  great  dif- 
tance;  by  my  guefs  it  coufd  not  be 
lefs  than  fifteen  or  twenty  leagues  ofF. 

I  could  not  tell  what  pare  of  the 
world  this  might  be,  other  wife  than 
that  I  knew  itmuft  be  part  of  America  j 
and,  as  I  concluded  by  all  my  obfer-  s 

rations,   muft  be  near  the  Spaniih  do  -       >r 
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minions,  and  perhaps  was  all  inhabit- 
ed by  favages,  where,  if  I  (hould  have 
landed,  I  had  been  in  a  worfe  condi- 
tion than  I  \v;.i3  now;  and,  therefore, 
1  acquielced  in  the  difpoiitions  of  Pro- 
vidence, which  I  began  now  to  own, 
and  to  believe,  ordered  every  thing  for 
the  belt ;  I  lay,  I  quieted  my  mind 
with  this,  and  left  afflicting  myfelf 
with  fruitlefs  wifhcs  of  being  there. 

Betide*,  after  ibme  paule  upon  this 
affair,  1  coniidered,  that  if  this  land 
was  the  SpanUh  coaft,  I  ihould  certain- 
ly, one  time  or  oilier,  ice  fume  veffels 
pafs  or  rep  a  fs  one  way  or  other;  but 
if  not,  then  it  was  the  favagc  coalt 
between  the  Spanifh  country  and  Bra- 
7il,  which  were,  indeed,  the  worlt  of 
favages ;  for  they  are  cannibals,  or 
men-eaters,  and  fail  not  to  murder  and 
devour  all  the  human  bodies  that  fall 
into  their  hands. 

With  thei'e  conficleiv.lions  I  walked 
very  leifurely  forward.  I  found  that 
fide  of  the  ifland  where  I  now  was 
much  pleatantcr  than  mine,  the  open 
or  favapnah  .iclds  fweet,  adorned  with 
flowers  and  grafs,  and  full  of  very 
fine  woods.  I  law  abundance  of  par- 
rots, and  fain  would  I  have  caught 
ene,  if  pofllble,  to  have  kept  it  to  be 
tame,  and  taught  it  to  fpeak  to  me. 
I  did,  after  fome  puins-taking,  catch 
a  young  parrot ;  for  I  knocked  it  down 
with  a  Itick,  and  having  recovered  it, 
I  brought  it  home,  but  it  was  fome 
years  before  I  could  make  him  Ipeak. 
However,  at  laft  I  taught  him  to  call 
me  by  my  name  very  familiarly  :  but 
the  accident  that  followed,  though  it 
be  a  trifle,  will  be  very  diverting  in  it's 
place. 

I  was  exceedingly  diverted  with  this 
journey  :  I  found  in  the  low  grounds, 
hares,  as  I  thought  them  to  be,  and 
foxes,  but  they  differed  greatly  from 
all  the  other  kinds  I  had  met  with  ; 
nor  could  I  fatisfy  myfelf  to  eat  them, 
though  I  killed  feveral :  but  I  had  no 
need  to  be  venturous  ;  for  I  had  no 
want  of  food,  and  of  that  which  was 
very  good  too ;  especially  thei'e  three 
forts,  viz.  goats,  pigeons,  and  turtle 
or  tortoife;  which,  added  to  my  grapes, 
Leadenhall  market  could  not  have  i'ur- 
nilheda  table  better  than  I,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  company  :  and  though  my 
cafe  was  deplorable  enough,  yet  I  had 
great  caufe  of  thankfulnels,  that  I  v.ut 


not  driven  to  any  extremities  for  food  ; 
but  rather  plenty,  even  to  dainties. 

I  never  travelled  in  this  journey  above 
two  miles  outright  in  a  day,  or  there- 
abouts ;  but  I  took  fo  many  turns  and 
and  returns,  to  fee  what  difcoveries  I 
could  make,  that  1  came  weary  enough, 
to  the  place  where  I  refolved  to  fit  down, 
for  all  night  j  and  then  either  repofed 
myfelf  in  a  tree,  or  fin-rounded  myfelf 
with  a  row  of  ftakes  fet  upright  in  the 
ground,  either  from  one  tree  to  ano- 
ther, or  fo  as  no  wild  creature  could 
come  at  me  without  waking  me. 

As  foon  as  I  came  to  the  fea-ftiore, 
I  was  furprized  to  fee  that  I  had  taken 
up  my  lot  on  the  worft  fide  of  the 
illand  ;  for  here  indeed  the  more  was 
covered  with  innumerable  turtles, 
whereas,  on  the  other  fide,  I  had  found 
but  three  in  a  year  and  a  half.  Here 
was  allb  an  infinite  number  of  fowls 
of  many  kinds,  fome  of  which  I  had 
not  feen  before,  and  many  of  them  very 
good  meat  j  but  fuch  as  I  knew  not 
the  names  of,  except  tkofe  called  pen- 
guins. 

I  could  have  (hot  as  many  as  Ipleaf- 
ed,  but  was  very  (paring  of  my  pow- 
der and  (hot  j  and  therefore  had  more 
mind  to  kill  a  me-goat,  if  I  could, 
which  I  could  better  feed  on  :  and 
though  there  were  many  goats  here 
more  than  on  the  other  lide  of  the 
ifland,  yet  it  was  with  much  more  dif- 
ficulty that  I  could  come  near  them  ; 
the  country  being  fiat  and  even,  and 
they  faw  me  rn uch  fooner  than  when 
J  was  on  the  hills. 

I  confefs  this  ful?  of  the  country 
was  much  pleafanter  than  mine,  but 
yet  I  had  not  the  lealt  inclination  to 
remove  j  for  as  I  was  fixed  in  my  ha- 
bitation, it  became  natural  to  me,  and 
I  ieemed  all  the  while  I  was  here,  to 
be,  as  it  were,  upon  a  journey,  and 
from  home  :  however,  1  travelled  a- 
long  the  /hore  of  the  lea  toward*  the 
taft,  I  fuppofe,  about  twelve  miles; 
and  then  letting  up  a  great  pole  upon 
the  (hore  for  a  mark,  I  concluded  I 
would  go  home  again  j  and  the  next 
journey  I  took,  /hould  be  on  the 
other  fidt-  of  the  ifland,  ealt  from  nay 
dwelling,  and  lo  round  till  J  came 
to  my  poll  again  :  of  which  in  it's 
place-. 

I  took  another  way  to  come  back  than 
that  i  \vtat,  thinking  1  could,  eaiily 
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keep  all  the  ifland  fo  much  in  my  view, 
that  I  could  not  mifs  finding  my  firft 
dwelling  by  viewing  the  country;  but 
I  found  myfelf  miftaken  ;  for  being 
Come  about  two  or  three  miles,  I  iound 
niyfelf  deicended  into  a  very  large 
valley;  but  fo  furrounded  with  hills, 
and  thole  hills  covered  with  woods, 
that  I  could  not  fee  which  was  my 
way  by  any  direction  but  that  of  the 
fun,  nor  even  then,  unlefs  I  knew  ve- 
ry well  the  pofition  of  the  fun  at  that 
time  of  the  day. 

It  happened,  to  my  farther  misfor- 
tune, that  the  weather  proved  hazy 
for  three  or  four  days,  while  I  was  in 
this  valley;  and  not  being  able  to  fee 
the  fun,  I  wandered  about  very  un- 
comfortably, and  at  lad  was  obliged 
to  find  out  the  fea-fide,  look  for  my 
poft,  and  come  back  the  fame  way  I 
went  5  and  then,  by  eafy  journeys,  I 
turned  homeward,  the  weather  being 
exceeding  hot;  and  my  gun,  ammuni- 
tion, hatchet,  and  other  things,  very 
heavy. 

In  this  journey  my  dog  furprized  a 
young  kid,  and  feized  upon  it;  and  I 
running  in  to  take  hold  of  it,  caught 
it,  and  faved  it  alive  from  the  dog ; 
1  had  a  great  mind  to  bring  it  home, 
if  I  could  ;  for  I  had  often  been  mu- 
iing  whether  it  might  not  be  poffible 
to  get  a  kid  or  two,  and  fo  raife  a  breed 
of  tame  goats,  which  might  fupply 
me  when  my  powder  and  ihot  mould 
be  fpent. 

I  made  a  collar  to  this  little  crea- 
ture, and  with  a  ihing  which  I  made 
of  fome  rope-yarn,  which  I  always 
carried  about  mej  I  led  him  along, 
though  with  fome  difficulty,  till  I  came 
to  my  bower,  and  there  I  inclofed 
him,  and  left  him ;  for  I  was  very 
impatient  to  be  at  home,  from  whence 
I  had  been  abfent  above  a  month. 

I  canriot  exprefs  what  a  latisfadtion 
it  was  to  me^  to  come  into  my  old 
hutch)  and  lie  down  in  my  hammock- 
bed  :  this  little  wandering  journey, 
without  a  fettled  place  of  abode,  had 
•been  fo  unpleafant  to  me,  that  my  own 
houfe,  as  I  called  it  to  myielf,  was  a 
perfecl  fettlement  to  me,  compared  to 
that  j  and  it  rendered  every  thing  about 
me  fo  comfortable,  that  I  relolved  I 
would  never  go  a  great  way  from  it 
again,  while  it  mould  be  my  lot  to  itay 
On  the  ifland. 

I  repofed  myfelf  here  a  week,  to  reft 


and  regale  myfelf  after  my  long  jour- 
ney; during  which,  moft  of  the  time 
was  taken  up  in  the  weighty  affair  of 
making  a  cage  for  my  Pol,  who  began 
now  to  be  a  mere  domeliick,  and  to  be 
mighty  well  acquainted  with  me.  Then 
I  began  to  think  of  the  poor  kid,  which. 
I  had  pent  in  w'ithin  my  little  circle, 
and  fe'iblved  to  go  and  fetch  it  home, 
and  give  it  fome  food  ;  accordingly  I 
wentj  and  found  it  where  I  left  it; 
for  indeed  it  could  not  get  out,  but 
was  almoft  ftirved  for  want  of  food  ; 
I  went  and  cut  boughs  of  trees,  and 
branches  of  fucli  ihrubs  as  I  could 
find,  and  threw  it  over,  and  having 
fed  it,  I  tied  it,  as  I  did  before,  to  lead 
it  awaj ;  but  it  was  fo  tame  with  be- 
ing hungry,  that  I  had  no  need  to  have 
tied  it;  for  it  followed  me  like  a  dog  ; 
and,  as  I  continually  fed  it,  the  crea- 
ture became  fo  loving,  fo  gentle,  and 
fo  fond,  that  it  became  from  that  time 
one  of  my  domelticks  alfo,  and  would 
never  leave  me  afterwards. 

The  rainy  feafon  of  the  autumnal 
equinox  was  now  come>  and  I  kept 
the  3oth  of  September  in  the  fame  fo- 
lemn  manner  as  before,  being  the  an- 
niverfary  of  my  landing  on  the  ifland, 
having  now  been  there  two  years,  and 
no  more  profpeft  of  being  delivered 
than  the  firft  day  I  came  there.  I  fpent 
the  whole  day  in  humble  and  thank- 
ful acknowledgements  of  the  many 
wonderful  mercies  which  my  folitary 
condition  was  attended  with,  and  with- 
out which  it  might  have  been  infinite- 
ly more  miferable.  I  gave  humble  and 
hearty  thanks,  that  God  had  been 
pleafed  to  difcover  to  me^  even  that  it 
was  poflible  I  might  be  more  happy  in 
this  folitary  condition,  than  -I  fhould 
have  been,  in  a  liberty  of  fociety^  and 
in  all  the  pleafures  of  the  world  :  that 
he  could  fully  make  up  to  me  the  de- 
ficiencies of  my  folitary  ftate,  and  the 
want  of  human  fociety,  by  his  prefence, 
and  the  communication  of  his  grace  to 
my  foul,  fupporting,  comforting,  and 
encouraging  me  to  depend  upon  his 
providence  here,  and  hope  for  his  eter  • 
nal  prefence  hereafter. 

It  was  now  that  I  began  fenfibly  to 
feel  how  much  more  happy  the  life  I 
now  led  was,  with  all  it's  miferable 
circumftances,  jhan  the  wicked,  curf- 
ed,  abominable  life,  I  led  all  the  paft 
part  of  my  days;  and  now  having 
changed  both  my  Ibrrows  and  my  joys, 
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my  very  defircs  altered,  my  affeaions 
changed  their  guft,  and  my  delights 
were  perfectly  new,  from  what  they 
were  at  firft  coming,  or  indeed  for  the 
two  years  paft. 

Before,  as  I  walked  about,  either 
on  my  hunting,  or  for  viewing  the 
«ountry,  the  anguifli  of  my  foul  at  my 
condition  would  breakout  upon  me  on 
a  fudden,  and  my  very  heart  would 
die  within  me,  to  think  of  the  woods, 
the  mountains,  the  defarts  I  was  in  j 
and  how  I  was  a  pri loner  locked  up, 
with  the  eternal  bars  and  bolts  of  the 
ocean,  in  an  uninhabited  wildernefs, 
xvithout  redemption.  In  the  midft  of 
the  greateft  compofurcs  of  my  mind, 
this  would  break  out  upon  me  like  a 
itorm,  and  made  me  wring  my  hands, 
and  weep  like  a  child.  Sometimes 
it  would  take  me  in  the  middle  of 
ray  work,  and  I  would  immediately 
lit  down  and  figh,  and  look  upon  the 
ground  for  an  hour  or  two  together, 
and  this  was  ftill  worfe  to  me}  for  if 
I  could  burft  out  into  tears,  or  vent  my- 
felf  by  words,  it  would  go  off,  and  the 
grief,  having  exhauiled  itfdf,  would 
abate. 

But  now  I  began  to  exercife  myfelf 
with   new  thoughts';   I  daily  read  the 
word  of  God,  and  applied  all  the  com- 
forts of  it  to  my  prefent  ftate.     One 
morning,  being  very 'fad,  I  opened  the 
bible  upon  thefe  words,  '  I  will  never, 
'  never  leave  thee,  nor  forfake  thee  !' 
Immediately  it   occurred,   that  thefe 
•words  were  to  me  :  why  elfe  fhould  they 
be  directed  in  fuch  a  manner,  juit  at  the 
moment  when  I   was  mourning  over 
iny  condition,  as  one  forfaken  of  God 
and  man  ?     <  Well,  then,'  faid  I,  « if 
God  does    not  forfake  me,  of  what 
ill  confequence  can   it  be,   or   what 
matters  it,  though  the  world  ihould 
all  forfake  me  ;  feeing,  on  the  other 
hand,  if   1    had  all  the  world,  and 
fhould  lofe  the   favour  and  blefling 
of  God,  there  would  be  no  compari- 
fon  in  the  lofs  ?' 

From  this  moment  I  began  to  con- 
clude in  my  mind,  that  it  is  was  pol- 
fible  for  me  to  be  more  happy  in  this 
iorfaken,  folitary  condition,  than  it 
was  probable  I  fhould  have  ever  been 
in  any  other  particular  ibte  in  the 
world;  and  with  this  thought  I  was 
going  to  give  thanks  to  God  tor  bring- 
ing me  to  this  place. 
I  know  not  v\  bat  it  was,  but  fumethin~ 


fhoeked  my  mind  at  that  thought,  ar/J 
I  durft  not  fpcak  the  words.  «  How 
«  canft  thou  be  fuch  an  hypocrite,'  faid 
I,  even  audibly,  '  to  pretend  to  be 
'  thankful  for  a  condition,  which, 
*  however  thou  mayell  endeavour  to 
'  be  contented  with,  thou  wouldft  ra- 
'  ther  pray  heartily  to  be  delivered 
'  from?'  So  I  flopped  there;  but 
though  I  could  not  fay,  I  thanked  God 
for  being  there,  yet  I  fincerely  gave 
thanks  to  God  for  opening  my  eyes, 
by  whatever  afflicling  providences,  to 
fee  the  former  condition  of  my  life, 
and  to  mourn  for  my  wickednefs,  and 
repent.  I  never  opened  the  bible,  or  fhnt 
it,  but  my  very  foul  within  me  blefled 
God  for  directing  my  friend  in  Eng- 
land, without  any  order  of  mine,  to 
pack  it  up  among  my  goods ;  and  for 
allitting  me  afterwards  to  fave  it  out 
of  the  wreck  of  the  fhip. 

Thus,  and  in  this  difpofition  «f 
mind,  I  began  my  third  year ;  and 
though  I  have  not  given  the  reader  the 
trouble  of  fo  particular  an  account  of 
my  works  this  year  as  the  firlt ;  yet 
in  general  it  may  be  obferved,  that  I 
was  very  feldom  idle  ;  having  regular- 
ly divided  my  time,  according  to  the 
feveral  daily  employments  that  were 
before  me:  fuch  as,  Firft,  My  duty  to 
God,  and  reading  the  fcnptures,  which 
I  conftantly  fet  apart  fome  time  for, 
thrice  every  day.  Secondly,  The  go- 
ing abroad  with  my  gun  for  food,  which 
generally  took  me  up  three  hours  in  every 
morning  when  it  did  not  rain.  Third- 
ly, The  ordering,  curing,  preferving, 
and  cooking,  what  I  had  killed  or 
catched  for  my  fupply  j  thefe  took  up 
great  part  of  the  day :  alfo  it  is  to  be 
conlidered,  that  in  the  middle  of  the 
day,  when  the  fun  was  in  the  zenith, 
the  violence  of  the  heat  was  too  grear 
to  ftir  out ;  fo  that  about  four  hours 
in  die  evening  was  all  the  time  I  could 
be  fuppofed  to  work  in;  with  this  ex- 
ception, that  fometimes  I  changed  my 
hours  of  hunting  and  working,  and 
went  to  work  in  the  morning,  and 
abroad  will'  my  gun  in  the  afternoon. 

To  this  Ihort  time  allowed  for  h- 
beur,  1  deli  re  n.  -cd  the  ex- 

ceed in-.;  laborioufnefl  ot  my  work  ;  the 
m  .iiy  tiouis,  which,  for  want  of  tools, 
want  of  help,  and  want  of  Ikill,  every 
tiling  that  I  did  took,  up  out  of  my 
time:  for  example,  I  was  full  two  ami 
forty  days  making  me  a  bi>aid  for  a 
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long  flielf,  which  I  wanted  in  my  cave ; 
whereas  two  fawyers,  with  their  tools 
and  faw- pit,  would  have  cut  fix  of 
them,  out  of  the  fame  tree,  in  half  a 
day. 

My  cafe  was  this  :  It  was  to  be  a 
large  tree  which  was  to  be  cut  down, 
becaufe  my  board  was  to  be  a  broad 
one.  The  tree  I  was  three  days  a 
cutting  down,  and  two  more  cutting 
off  the  boughs,  and  reducing  it  to  a 
log  or  piece  of  timber.  With  inex- 
preflible  hacking  and  hewing  I  reduced 
both  the  fides  of  it  into  chips,  till  it 
began  to  be  light  enough  to  movej 
then  I  turned  it,  and  made  one  fide 
of  it  fmooth  and  flat  as  a  board,  from 
end  to  endj  then  turning  that  fide 
downward,  cut  the  other  fide  till  I 
brought  the  plank  to  be  about  three 
inches  thick,  and  fmooth  on  both  .fides. 
Any  one  may  judge  the  labour  of  my 
hands  in  fuch  a  piece  of  work  ;  but  la- 
bour and  patience  carried  me  through 
that  and  many  other  things:  I  only 
obferve  this  in  particular,  to  (hew  the 
reafen  why  fo  much  of  my  time  went 
away  with  fo  little  work,  viz.  that 
what  might  be  a  little  to  be  done  with 
help  and  tools,  was  a  vaft  labour,  and 
required  a  prodigious  time  to  do  alone, 
and  by  hand. 

But,  notwithftanding  this,  with  pa- 
tience and  labour,  I  went  through 
many  things,  and  indeed  every  thing 
that  my  circumftances  made  neceffary 
for  me  to  do,  as  will  appear  by  what 
follows. 

I  was  now  in  the  months  of  Novem- 
ber and  December,  expecting  my  crop 
of  barley  and  rice.  The  ground  I  had 
manured  or  dug  up  for  them  was  not 
great;  for,  as  I  obferved,  my  feed  of 
each  was  not  above  the  quantity  of  half 
a  peckj  for  I  had  loft  one  whole  crop 
by  fowing  in  the  dry  feafon  j  but  now 
my  crop  promifed  veiy  well  ;  when,  on 
a  fudden,  I  found  I  was  in  danger  of 
Jofing  it  all  again  by  enemies  of  feveral 
forts,  which  it  was  fcarce  pofllble  to  keep 
from  it  j  as  firft,  the  goats,  and  wild 
creatures  which  I  called  hares,  which, 
tailing  the  fweetnefs  of  the  blade,  lay 
in  it  night  and  day,  as  foon  as  it  came 
up,  and  eat  it  fo  clofe,  that  it  could  get 
no  time  to  moot  up  into  llalks. 

This  I  faw  no  remedy  for,  but  by 
making  an  inclofure  about  it  with  a 
hedge,  which  I  did  with  a  great  deal 
cl  toil  j  and  the  more,  becaufe  it  re- 


quired a  great  deal  of  fpeed ;  the  crea- 
tures daily  fpoiling  my  corn.  How- 
ever, as  my  arable  land  was  but  fmall, 
fuited  to  my  crop,  I  got  it  totally  well 
fenced  in  about  three  weeks  time;  and 
mooting  Ibme  of  the  creatures  in  the 
day-time,  fet  my  dog  to  guard  it  in 
the  night,  tying  him  up  to  a  ftake  at 
the  gate,  where  he  would  ftand  and 
bark  all  night  long;  fo,  in  a  little  time, 
the  enemies  forfook  the  place,  and  the 
corn  grew  very  ftrong  and  well,  and 
began  to  ripen  apace. 

But  as  the  beafts  ruined  me  before, 
while  my  corn  was  in  the  blade,  fo  the 
birds  were  as  likely  to  ruin  me  now, 
when  it  was  in  the  ear;  for,  going 
along  by  the  place  to  fee  how  it  throve, 
I  faw  my  little  crop  furrounded  with 
fowls  of  I  know  not  how  many  forts, 
which  ftood  as  it  were  watching  till  I 
fhould  be  gone.  I  immediately  let  fly 
among  them  (for  I  always  had  my 
gun  with  me.)  I  had  no  fooner  fhot, 
but  there  arofe  up  a  little  cloud  of 
fowls,  which  I  had  not  feen  at  all,  from 
among  the  corn  itfelf. 

This  touched  me  fenfibly,  for  I 
fore  faw,  that  in  a  few  days  they  would 
devour  all  my  hopes,  that  I  mould  be 
ftarved,  and  never  be  able  to  raife  a 
crop  at  all  j  and  what  to  do  I  could 
not  tell :  however,  I  refolved  not  to  lofe 
my  corn,  if  poflible,  though  I  mould 
watch  it  night  and  day.  In  the  firil 
place,  I  went  among  it,  to  fee  what  da- 
mage was  already  done,  and  found 
they  had  fpoiled  a  good  deal  of  it ;  but 
that,  as  it  was  yet  too  green  for  them, 
the  lofs  was  not  fo  great,  but  the  re- 
mainder was  like  to  be  a  good  crop, 
if  it  could  be  faved. 

I  (laid  by  it  to  load  my  gun,  and 
then  coming  away,  I  could  eafily 
fee  the  thieves  fitting  upon  all  the 
trees  about  me,  as  if  they  only  waited 
till  I  was  gone  away,  and  the  event 
proved  it  to  be  fo;  for  as  I  walked  off, 
as  if  I  was  gone,  I  was  no  fooner  out 
of  their  fight,  but  they  dropped  down, 
one  by  one  into  the  corn  again.  I  was 
fo  provoked,  that  I  could  not  have  pa- 
tience to  ftay  till  more  came  on,  know- 
ing that  every  grain  that  they  eat  now, 
was,  as  it  might  be  faid,  a  peck  loaf  to 
me  in  the  confequence;  but  coming  up 
to  the  hedge,  I  fired  again,  and  killed 
three  of  them.  This  was  what  I  wiflied 
for;  fo  I  took  them  up,  and  feryed 
them  as  we  ferye  notorious  thieves  in 
H  a  Eng- 


6o 


ROBINSON    CRUSOE. 


England,  viz.  hanged  them  in  chains 
for  a  tenor  to  others.  It  is  importable 
to  imagine  almoft,  that  this  ihould 
ludi  nn  eft'ecl  as  it  had;  for  the 
fowls  would  not  only  not  ccine  at  the 
corn,  but  in  fliort  they  forfook  all  that 
part  of  the  iflund,  and  I  could  never 
iee  a  bird  near  the  place  as  long  as  my 
fcarecrows  hung  there. 

This  I  was  very  glad  of,  you  may 
Vie  fure;  and  about  the  latter  end  of 
pecember,  which  was  our  fecond  har- 
ycit  of  the  year,  I  reaped  my  corn. 

I  was  fadly  put  to  it  for  a  fey  the  or 
a  fickle  to  cut  it  down,  and  all  I  could 
e!o  was  to  make  one  as  well  as  I  could 
out  of  one    of  the   broad   fwords  or 
cutlafles,    which   I   faved    among  the 
arms  out  of  the  ihip.     However,  as 
my  crop  was  but  frnall,  I  had  no  great 
difficulty  to  cut  it  down:   in  fhort,  I 
reaped  it  my  way,  for  I  cut  nothing  off 
but  the  ears,  and  carried  it  away  in,  a 
great  bafket  which  I  had  made,  and  fo 
jubbed  it  out  with  my  hands:  and  at 
the  end  of  all  my  harvefting,  I  found, 
that  out  of  my  half-peck  of  feed,  I 
had  near  two  bufhels  of  rice,  and  above 
two  bufhels  and  an  half  of  barley  j  that 
is  to  fay,  by  my  guefs,  for  I  had  no 
i-neafure  at  that  time. 
**'    However,  this  was  a  great  encou- 
ragement to  me;  and  I  forefaw,  that 
in  time  it  would  pleafe  Gpd  to  fupply 
me  with   bread  :   and   yet  here  I  wa's 
perplexed   again,    for  I  neither  knew 
how  to  grind  or  make  meal  of  my  corn, 
or  indeed  how  to  clean  it  and  part  it  j 
pqr,  if  mnJc  into  meal,  how  to  make 
bread   of  it  5  and   if  how  to  make  it, 
yet  I  knew  not  how  to  bake  it.  Thefe 
things    being  added   to   my   defire   of 
having  a  good  quantity  for  ftore,  and 
to  fee urc  a  conitant  fupply,   I  refolved 
not  to  tafte  any  of  this  crop,  but  to 
preferve  it  all  for  feed  againlt  the  next 
leafon,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  em- 
ploy all  my  liudy  and  hours  of  work- 
ing to  accompli  Hi   this  great  work  of 
providing  m.)  felfwith  corn  and  bread. 

It  might  be  truly  laid,  that  now  I 
worked  for  my  bread.  It  is  a  IJttTe 
wonderful,  and  what  I  believe  few 
people  have  thought  much  upon,  viz. 
Hie  ih-ange  multitude  of  little  things 
nrceffary  in  the  providing,  producing, 
curing,  dulling,  making,  and  fini/h- 
jng,  I'iis  one  article  cf  bread. 

I,  t;i  il  iuced  to  a  mere  (late 

ci   niuiue,    found  this  to  be  my  daily 


difcouragemenr,  and  was  madr  more 
and  more  fenfible  of  it  every  hour,  even 
after  I  got  the  firft  handful  of  feed- 
corn,  which,  as  I  have  faid,  came  up 
unexpectedly,  and  indeed  to  a  furprize. 
Firft,  I  had  no  plough  to  turn  the 
earth,  no  fpade  or  (hovel  to  dig  it. 
Well,  this  I  conquered  by  making  a 
wooden  fpade,  as  I  obferved  before : 
but  this  did  my  work  but  in  a  wooden 
manner;  and  though  it  coft  me  a  great 
many  days  to  make  it,  yet,  for  want 
of  iron,  it  not  only  wore  out  the  fooner, 
but  made  my  work  the  harder,  and 
made  it  be  performed  much  worfe. 

However,  this  I  bore  with  too,  and 
was  content  to  work  it  out  with  pa- 
tience, and  bear  with  the  badnefs  of 
the  performance.  When  the  corn  was 
fowed,  I  had  no  harrow,  but  was  forced 
to  go  over  it  rnyfelf,  and  drag  a  great 
heavy  bough  of  a  tree  over  it,  to  fcratch 
the  earth,  as  it  may  be  called,  ra- 
ther than  rake  or  harrow  it. 

When  it  was  growing,  or  grown,  I 
have  obferved  already  how  many  things 
I  wanted,  to  fence  it,  fecure  it,  mow 
or  reap  it,  cure  or  carry  it  home,  threfh, 
part  it  from  the  chaff,  and   fave  it. 
Then   I  wanted  a  mill   to   grind   it, 
fieves  to  drefs  it,  yeaft  and  fait  to  make 
it  into  bread,  and  an  oven  to  bake  it 
in  ;  and  all  thefe  things  I  did  without, 
as  /hall  be  obferved;  and  yet  the  corn 
was   ah   ineftimable  comfort  and  ad- 
vantage to  me  too  5  but  all  this,  as  I 
faid,  made  every  thing  laborious  and 
tedious  to  me,  but  that  there  was  no 
help  for;  neither  was  my  time  fo  much 
lofs  to  me,  becaufe  I  had  divided  it: 
a  certain   part  of  it  was  every  day  ap- 
pointed to  thefe  works  ;  and  as  I  re- 
Jblved   to  ufe   none  of  the   corn    for 
bread,  till  I  had  a  greater  quantity  by 
me,  I  had  the  next  fix  months  to  ap- 
ply  myfclf  wholly  by  labour  and  in- 
vention, to  furnifh  myfelf  with  uten- 
fils  proper  for  the  performing  all  the 
operations    ncceflajy  for    the    making 
the  corn,  when  I  had  it,  fit  for  my  ufe. 
But,  fir  ft,  I  was  to  prepare  more  land, 
for  I  had  now  feed  enough  to  fow  above 
an  acre  of  ground.     Before  I 'did  this, 
I   h;ul  a  week's  work  at  leaft  to  make 
T-I'J  ;i  fpade,  which,  when  it  was  d 
was  a  very  lorry  one  indeed,  and  very 
nnd  required  double  labour  to 
!ih  it  ;  however,  I  went  th; 
that,  and  fowed  my  flids  in  two  large 
flat  pieces  of  ground,  as  near  my  houfe 
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?s  I  could  find  them  to  my  mind,  and 
fenced  them  in  with  a  good  hedge,  the 
flakes  of  which  were  all  cut  of  that 
wood  which  I  had  fet  before,  which 
I  knew  would  grow,  fo  that  in  one 
year's  time  I  knew  I  fhould  hav*  a 
quick  of  living  hedge,  that  would 
want  but  little  repair.  This  work  was 
pot  fo  little,  as  to  take  me  up  lefs  than 
three  months,  becaufe  great  part  of  that 
time  was  of  the  wet  feafon,  when  I 
could  not  go  abroad. 

Within-door,  that  is,  when  it  rain- 
ed, and  I  could  not  go  out,  I  found 
employment  on  the  following  occafion, 
always  obferving,  that  all  the  while  I 
was  at  work,  I  diverted  myfelf  with 
talking  to  my  parrot,  and  teaching  him 
to  fpeak  ;  and  I  quickly  learned  him  to 
know  his  own  name;  at  laft,  to  fpeak 
it  out  pretty  loud,  POL;  which  was 
the  firft  word  I  ever  heard  fpoken  in 
the  ifland  by  any  mouth  bat  my  own. 
This  therefore  was  not  my  work,  but 
an  afliftant  to  my  workj  for  now,  as 
I  faid,  I  had  a  great  employment 
upon  my  hands,  as  follows,  viz.  I 
had  long  ftudied,  by  fome  means  or 
other,  to  make  myfelf  fome  earthen 
vefTels,  which  indeed  I  wanted  forely, 
but  knew  not  where  to  come  at  them  : 
however,  confidering  the  heat  of  the 
climate,  I  did  not  doubt  but,  if  I  could 
find  out  any  fuch  clay,  I  might  botch 
up  fome  fuch  pot,  as  might,  being  dried 
by  the  fun,  be  hard  enough,  and  ftrong 
enough,  to  bear  handling,  and  to  hold 
any  thing  that  was  dry,  and  required 
to  be  kept  fo  j  and  as  this  was  necef- 
fary  in  preparing  corn,  meaJ,  &c. 
which  was  the  thing  I  was  Upon,  I 
refolved  to  make  fome  as  large  as  I 
could,  and  fit  only  to  ftand  like  jars 
to  hold  what  mould  be  put  into  them. 

It  would  make  the  reader  pity  me, 
or  rather  laugh  at  me,  to  tell  how  many 
aukwark  ways  I  took  to  raife  this  patte, 
what  odd,  mif-mapen,  ugly  things  I 
made,  how  many  of  them  fell  in,  and 
how  many  fell  out,  the  clay  not  being 
ft  iffenough  to  bear  it' sown  weight;  how 
many  cracked  by  the  over-violent  heat 
of  the  fun,  being  fet  out  too  haftilyj 
and  how  many  fell  to  p'reces  with  only 
removing-,  as  well  before  as  after  they 
were  dried;  and,  in  a  word,  how, 
after  having  laboured  hard  to  find  the 
clay,  to  dfg  it,  to  temper  it,  to  bring 
it  home,  and  work  it,  I  could  not  make 
ai>ove  two  large  earthen  ugly  things, 


I  cannot  call  them  jars,  in  about  two 
months  labour. 

However,  as  the  fun  baked  thefe  two 
very  dry  and  hard,  I  lifted  them  very 
gently  up,  and  fet  them  down  ag;iin  ii\ 
two  great  wicker  baskets,  which  I  had 
made  on  purpofe  for  them,  that  they 
might  not  break;  and  as,  between  the 
pot  and  the  baiket,  there  was  a  littie 
room  to  fpare,  I  (tufted  it  full  of  the 
rice  and  barley  ftraw;  and  thefe  two 
pots  being  to  ftand  always  dry,  I 
thought  would  hold  my  dry  corn,  and 
perhaps  the  meal  when  the  corn  was 
bruifed. 

Though  I  mifcarried  fo  much  in  my 
defign  for  large  pots,  yet  I  made  leve- 
ral  fmaller  things  with  better  fuccefs  ; 
fuch  as  little  round  pots,  flat  dimes, 
pitchers,  and  pipkins,  and  any  thing 
my  hand  turned  to ;  and  the  heat  of 
the  fun  baked  them  ftrangely  hard. 

But  all  this  would  not  anfwer  my 
end  ;  which  was,  to  get  an  earthen  pot 
to  hold  what  was  liquid,  and  bear  the 
fire,  which  none  of  thefe  could  do. 
It  happened  after  fome  time,  making  a 
pretty  large  fire  for  cooking  my  meat, 
when  I  went  to  put  it  out,  after  I  had 
done  with  it,  I  found  a  broken  piece  of 
one  of  my  earthen-ware  velTels  in  the 
fire,  burnt  as  hard  as  a  ftone,  and  red 
as  a  tile.  I  was  agreeably  furprized  to 
fee  it,  and  faid  to  myfelf,  that  certainly 
they  might  be  made  to  burn  whole,  if 
they  would  burn  broken. 

This  fet  me  to  ftudy  how  to  order 
my  fire,  fo  as  to  make  it  burn  me  fome 
pots.  I  had  no  notion  of  a  kiln,  fuch, 
as  the  potters  burn  in,  or  of  glazing 
them  with  leiad,  though  I  had  fome 
lead  to  do  it  with  :  but  I  placed  three 
large  pipkins,  and  two  or  three  pots, 
in  a  pile,  one  upon  another,  and  placed 
my  fire-wood  all  round  it,  with  a  great 
heap  of  embers  under  them  :  I  plied 
the  fire  with  frefh  fuel  round  the  out- 
fide,  and  upon  the  top,  till  I  faw  the 
pots  in  the  infide  red  hot  quite  through, 
and  obferved  that  they  did  not  crack 
at  all  :  when  I  faw  them  clear  red,  I 
let  them  ftand  in  that  heat  about  five 
or  fix  hours,  till  I  found  one  of  them, 
though  it  did  not  crack,  did  melt  or 
run  ;  for  the  fand  which  was  mixed 
with  the  clay,  melted  by  the  violence 
of  the  heat,  and  would  have  run  into 
glafs,  if  I  had  gone  on  ;  fo  I  flacked 
my  fire  gradually,  till  the  pots  begun 
to  abate  of  the  red  colours  and  watch- 
ing- 
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ing  them  all  night,  that  I  might  not 
let  the  fire  abate  too  faft,  in  the  morn- 
ing I  had  three  very  good,  I  will  not 
fay  handfome  pipkins,  and  two  other 
earthen  pots,  as  hard  burnt  as  could 
be  defired  j  and  one  of  them  perfectly 
glazed  with  the  running  of  the  fand. 

After  this  experiment,  I  need  not 
fay  that  I  wanted  no  fort  of  earthen- 
ware for  my  ufe  ;  but  I  muft  needs 
fay,  as  to  the  fhapes  of  them,  they 
were  very  indifferent,  as  any  one  may 
fuppofe,  when  I  had  no  way  of  mak- 
ing them,  but  as  the  children  make 
dirt-pies,  or  as  a  woman  would  make 
pies  that  never  learned  to  raife  pafte. 

No  joy  at  a  thing  of  fo  mean  a  na- 
ture was  ever  equal  to  mine,  when  I 
f«und  I  had  made  an  earthen  pot  that 
would  bear  the  fire  ;  and  I  had  hardly 
patience  to  ftay  till  they  were  cold,  be- 
fore I  fet  one  upon  the  fire  again,  with 
jfome  water  in  it,  to  boil  me  fome  meat, 
which  I  did  admirably  well  j  and  with 
a  piece  of  a  kid  I  made  fome  very 
good  broth,  though  I  wanted  oatmeal, 
and  feveral  other  ingredients  requifite 
to  make  it  fo  good  as  I  would  have 
had  it. 

My  next  concern  was,  to  get  me  a 
ftone  mortar  to  ftamp  or  beat  fome 
corn  in  5  for  as  to  the  mill,  there  was 
no  thought  of  arriving  to  that  per- 
fection of  art  with  one  pair  of  hands. 
To  fupply  this  want,  I  was  at  a  great 
lofs  ;  for,  of  all  trades  in  the  world,  I 
was  as  perfeftly  unqualified  for  a  ftone- 
cutter,  as  for  any  whatfoever  5  neither 
had  I  any  tools  to  go  about  it  with. 
I  fpent  many  a  day  to  find  out  a  great 
ftone  big  enough  to  cut  hollow,  and 
make  fit  for  a  mortar,  and  could  find 
none  at  all,  except  what  was  in  the 
folid  rock,  and  which  I  had  no  way 
to  dig  or  cut  out}  nor  indeed  were 
the  rocks  in  the  ifland  of  hardnefs  fuf- 
ficient,  but  were  all  of  a  fandy  crum- 
bling ftone,  which  would  neither  bear 
the  weight  of  an  heavy  peftle,  nor 
would  break  the  corn  without  filling 
it  with  fand  :  fo,  after  a  great  deal  of 
time  loft  in  fearching  for  a  ftone,  I 
gave  it  over,  and  refolved  to  look  out 
a  great  block  of  hard  wood,  which  I 
found  indeed  much  eafier  5  and  get- 
ting one  as  big  as  I  had  itrength  to 
ftir,  I  rounded  it,  and  formed  it  on 
the  outfide  with  my  ax  and  hatchet ; 
and  then,  wiih  the  help  of  fire,  and 


infinite  labour,  made  an  hollow  place 
in  it,  as  the  Indians  in  Brazil  make 
their  canoes.  After  this,  I  made  a 
great  heavy  peftle  or  beater,  of  the 
wood  called  the  iron-wood,  and  this 
I  prepared  and  laid  by  againft  I  had 
my  next  crop  of  corn,  when  I  pro- 
pofed  to  myfelf  to  grind,  or  rather 
pound,  my  corn  or  meal  to  make  my 
bread. 

My  next  difficulty  was  to  make  a 
fieve  or  fierce,  to  drefs  my  meal,  and 
part  it  from  the  bran  and  the  huik, 
without  which  I  did  not  fee  it  poflible 
I  could  have  any  bread.  This  was  a 
moft  difficult  thing,  fo  much  as  but  to 
think  on  j  for  to  be  lure  I  had  nothing 
like  the  neceflary  things  to  make  it 
with;  I  mean,  fine  thin. canvas,  or  ftufF 
to  fierce  the  meal  through.  And  here 
I  was  at  a  full  flop  for  many  months  j 
nor  did  I  really  know  what  to  do  ;  linen 
I  had  none  left,  but  what  were  mere 
rags  j  I  had  goats  hair,  but  neither 
knew  I  how  to  weave  or  fpin  it ;  and 
had  I  known  how,  here  were  no  tools 
to  work  it  with  :  all  the  remedy  that 
I  found  for  this  was,  that  at  laft  I 
did  remember  I  had,  among  the  fea- 
rnerfs  cloaths  which  were  laved  out  of 
the  fhip,  fome  neckcloths  of  callico  or 
muflin  }  and  with  fpme  pieces  of  theie 
I  made  three  fmall  fieves,  but  proper 
enough  for  the  work  j  and  thus  I  made 
drift  for  fome  years  j  how  I  did  after- 
wards, I  fhall  mew  in  it's  place. 

The  baking  part  was  the  next  thing 
to  be  confidered,  and  how  I  ftiould 
make  bread  when  I  came  to  have  com  ; 
for,  firft,  I  had  no  yeaft :  as  to  that 
part,  as  there  was  no  ftipplying  the 
want,  fo  I  did  not  concern  myfelf 
much  about  it.  But,  for  an  oven,  1 
\vas  indeed  in  great  pain.  At  length 
I  found  out  an  experiment  for  that 
alfo,  which  was  this ;  I  made  fome 
earthen  veffels  very  broad,  but  not 
deep  ;  that  is  to  fay,  about  two  feet 
diameter,  and  not  above  nine  inches 
deep  5  thefe  I  burnt  in  the  fire,  as  I 
had  done  the  other,  and  laid  them  by; 
and  when  I  wanted  to  bake,  I  made  ;i 
great  fire  upon  the  hearth,  which  I  had 
paved  with  fome  fquare  tiles  of  my 
own  making  and  burning  alfo  :  but  I 
Ihculd  not  call  them  fquare. 

When  the  fire-wood  was  burnt  pret- 
ty much  into  embeis  or  live  coals,  I 
drew  tl>cm  forward  upon  this  hearth, 

fo 
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fo  as  to  cover  it  all  over  ;  and  there  I 
let  them  lie,  till  the  hearth  was  very 
hot  ;  then  fweeping  away  all  the  em- 
bers, I  fet  down  my  loaf  or  loaves  i 
and  whelming  down  the  earthen  pot 
upon  them,  drew  the  embers  all  round 
the  outfide  of  the  pot,  to  keep  in  and 
add  to  the  heat  ;  and  thus,  as  wall  as 
in  the  beft  oven  in  the  world,  I  baked 
my  barley- loaves,  and  became  in  a 
little  time  a  mere  paltry-cook  iato  the 
bargain ;  for  I  made  myfelf  feveral 
cakes  of  the  rice,  and  puddings  ;  in- 
deed I  made  no  pies,  neither  had  I 
any  thing  to  put  iato  them,  fuppoiing 
I  had,  except  the  flefh  either  of  fowls 
or  goats. 

It  need  not  be  wondered  at,  if  all 
thefe  things  took  me  up  moft  part  of 
the  third  year  of  my  abode  here  ;  for 
it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in  the  in- 
tervals of  thefe  things,  I  had  my  new 
harveft  and  hulbandry  to  manage :  for 
I  reaped  my  corn  in  it's  fealbn,  and  car- 
ried it  home  as  well  as  I  could,  and 
laid  it  up  in  the  ear,  in  my  large  baf- 
kets,  till  I  had  time  to  rub  it  out;  for 
I  had  no  floor  to  threftiiton,  or  inltru- 
ment  to  threfh  it  with. 

And  now,  indeed,  my  Hock  of  corn 
increafmg,  I  really  wanted  to  build 
ray  barns  bigger:  I  wanted  a  place 
to  lay  it  up  in  ;  for  the  increafe  of  the 
corn  now  yielded  me  fo  much,  that  I 
had  of  the  barley  about  twenty  bufhels, 
and  of  the  rice  as  much,  or  more  ; 
infomuch,  that  I  now  refolved  to  be- 
gin to  ufe  it  freely,  for  my  bread  had 
been  quite  gone  a  great  while ;  alfo  I 
refolved  to  fee  what  quantity  would 
be  fufficient  for  me  a  whole  year,  and 
to  fow  but  once  a  year. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  found  that  the 
forty  bufhels  of  barley  and  rice  were 
much  more  than  I  could  confume  in  a 
year  ;  fo  I  refolved  to  fow  juft  the  fame 
quantity  every  year  that  I  fowed  the 
laft,  in  hopes  that  fuch  a  quantity 
would  fully  provide  me  with  bread,  &c. 

All  the  while  thefe  things  were  do- 
*ng>  y°u  may  be  fure  my  thoughts 
ran  many  times  upon  the  profpecl:  of 
land,  which  I  had  feen  from  the  other 
fide  of  the  ifland  j  and  I  was  not  with- 
out fecret  wiflies,  that  I  was  on  more 
there,  fancying  that  feeing  the  main 
land,  and  an  inhabited  country,  I 
might  find  fome  way  or  other  to  con- 
vey myfelf  farther,  and  perhaps,  at 
lafi,  .find  fyme  means  of  eicape. 


But  all  this  while  I  made  no  allow- 
ance for  the  dangers  of  fuch  a  con- 
dition, and  how  I  might  fall  into  the 
hands  of  favages,  and  perhaps  fuch  as 
I  might  have  reafon  to  think  far  worlc 
than  the  lions  and  tygers  of  Africa; 
that  if  I  once  came  into  their  power, 
I  mould  run  a  hazard,  more  than  a 
thoufand  to  one,  of  being  killed,  and 
perhaps  of  being  eaten  j  for  I  had 
heard  that  the  people  of  the  Carib»an 
coafts  were  canibals,  or  men-eaters  j 
and  I  kncw,by  the  latitude,  that  I  could 
not  be  far  off  from  that  more :  that, 
fuppofe  they  were  not  canibals,  yet 
they  might  kill  me,  as  many  Euro- 
peans who  had  fallen  into  their  hands 
had  been  ferved,  even  when  they  had 
been  ten  or  twenty  together  ;  much 
more  I,  that  was  but  one,  and  could 
make  little  or  no  defence.  All  thefe 
things,  I  lay,  which  I  ought  to  have 
coniidered  well  of,  and  I  did  caft  up 
in  my  thoughts  afterwards,  yet  took 
up  none  of  my  apprehenfions  at  firft  j 
and  my  head  ran  mightily  upon  the 
thoughts  of  getting  over  to  that  more. 

Now  I  wifhed  for  my  boy  Xiny, 
and  the  long-boat  with  the  mouldsr- 
of-mutton  fail,  with  which  I  failed 
above  a  thoufand  miles  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa  ;  but  this  was  in  vain.  Then 
I  thought  I  would  go  on  and  look  on 
our  (hip's  boat,  which,  as  I  have  faid, 
was  blown  up  upon  the  more  a  great 
way  in  the  ftorm,  when  we  were  firit 
caft  away.  She  lay  almoft  where  fhe 
did  at  firft,  but  not  quitej  and  was  tura- 
ed,  by  the  force  of  the  waves  and  the 
winds,  almoft  bottom  upwards,  againft 
the  high  ridge  of  beachy,  rough  fand, 
but  no  water  about  her  as  before. 

If  I  had  had  hands  to  have  refitted 
her,  and  have  launched  her  into  the 
water,  the  boat  would  have  done  well 
enough,  and  I  might  have  gone  back 
into  the  Brazils  with  her  eafy  enough ; 
but  I  might  have  eafily  foreieen,  that 
I  could  no  more  turn  her,  and  fet  her 
upright  upon  her  bottom,  than  I  could 
remove  the  ifland.  However,  I  went 
to  the  wood,  and  cut  levers  and  rol- 
lers, and  brought  them  to  the  boar, 
refolved  to  try  what  I  could  do;  fug- 
gefting  to  myfelf,  that  if  I  could  but 
turn  her  down,  I  might  eafily  repair 
the  damage  me  had  received,  and  (he 
would  be  a  very  good  boat,  and  I 
might  go  to  fea  in  her  very  eafily. 

ny  pains,   indeed,  in  this 
piece 


64 

piece  of  fruitlefs  toil,  and  fpent,  I 
think,  three  or  four  weeks  about  it  j 
at  laft,  finding  it  impoflible  to  heave  it 
up  with  niy  little  ftrength,  I  fell  to 
digging  away  the  fdnd  to  undermine 
it;  and  fo  to  make  it  fall  down,  let- 
ting pieces  of  wood  to  thru  it  and  guide 
it  right  in  the  fall. 

But  when  I  had  done  this,  I  was 
unable  to  itir  it  up  again,  or  to  get 
xinder  it,  much  lei's  to  move  it  for- 
wards towards  the  water;  fo  I  was 
forced  to  give  it  over  :  and  yet,  though 
I  gave  over  the  hopes  of  the  boat,  my 
defire  to  venture  over  for  the  main  in- 
creafed,  rather  than  decreafed,  as  the 
means  for  it  feemed  impofllble. 

This,  at  length,  fet  me  upon  think- 
ing, whether  it  was  not  poflible  to 
make  myfelf  a  canoe  or  periagua,  fuch 
as  the  natives  of  thole  climates  make, 
even  without  tools,  or,  as  I  might  fay, 
without  hands,  viz.  of  the  trunk  of  a 
great  tree.  This  I  not  only  thought 
poflible,  but  eafy ;  and  pleafed  myfelf 
extremely  with  my  thoughts  of  mak- 
ing it,  and  with  my  having  much 
more  convenience  for  it  than  any  of 
the  Negroes  or  Indians  ;  but  not  at  all 
confidcring  the  particular  inconveni- 
encies  which  I  lay  under  more  than 
the  Indians  did,  viz.  want  of  hands  to 
move  it  into  the  water  when  it  was 
made;  a  difficulty  much  harder  for 
me  to  furmount,  than  all  the  confe- 
quences  of  want  of  tools  could  be  to 
them  :  for  what  was  it  to  me,  that 
wherr  I  had  chofen  a  vaft  tree  in  the 
woods,  I  might  with  great  trouble  cut 
it  down,  if  after  I  might  be  able  with 
my  tools  to  hew  and  dub  the  outfide 
into  a  proper  fhape  of  a  bout,  and 
burn  or  cut  out  the  inline  to  make  it 
hollow,  fo  as  TO  make  a  boat  ot  it ;  if, 
after  all  this,  I  inuft  leave  it  juft  where 
I  found  it,  and  was  not  able  to  launch 
it  into  the  water  ? 

One  would  have  thought,  I  could 
not  have  had  the  lea  It  reflection  upon 
my  mind  of  my  circumftance,  while 
I  was  making  this  boat,  but  I  fliuuld 
have  immediately  thought  how  I  Ih.mld 
get  it  into  the  fca  j  but  rny  thoughts 
were  fo  intent  upon  my  voyage  over 
the  fea  in  it,  that  I  nevn  <>n<  c  confi- 
dered  how  I  fhould  get  it  off  of  the 
land;  niul  it  was  really  in  it's  own 
nature  irore  c:t!y  for  me  to  jnii-k  it 
ever  forty-five  miles  of  lea,  than  about 
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forty- five  fathom  of  fdncf,  where  it 
lay,  to  fet  it  afloat  in  the  water. 

I  went  to  work  upon  this  boat  the 
moft  like  a  fool  that  ever  man  did, 
who  had  any  of  his  fenfes  awake.  I 
pleafed  myfelf  with  the  defign,  without 
determining  whether  I  was  ever  able  to 
undertake  it;  not  but  that  the  difficul- 
ty of  launching  my  boat  came  often 
into  my  head ;  but  I  put  a  flop  to  my 
own  inquiries  into  it  by  this  foolifli 
anfwer,  which  I  gave  myfelf  j  «  Let  me 
'  firft  make  it,  I'll  warrant  I'll  find 
'  fome  way  or  other  to  get  it  along, 
«  when  it  is  done.' 

This  was  a  moft  prepofterous  me- 
thod 5  but  the  eagernefs  of  my  fancy 
pre;  -i!ed,  and  to  work  I  went,  and  felled 
a  cedar  tree:  I  queftion  much  whe- 
ther Solomon  ever  had  fuch  an  one 
for  the  building  the  temple  at  Jerufa- 
lemj  it  was  five  feet  ten  inches  dia- 
meter at  the  lower  part  next  the  ftump, 
and  four  feet  eleven  inches  diameter 
at  the  end  of  twenty- two  feet,  after 
which  it  lelTened  for  a  while,  and  then 
parted  into  branches :  it  was  not  with- 
out infinite  labour  that  I  felled  this  tree : 
I  was  twenty  days  hacking  and  hew- 
ing it  at  the  bottom ;  I  was  fourteen 
more  getting  the  branches  and  limbs> 
and  the  vail  fpreading  head  of  it  cut 
cfF;  which  I  hacked  and  hewed  through 
with  my  ax  and  hatchet,  and  inexpref- 
fible  labour:  after  this  it  coft  me  a 
month  to  mape  it,  and  dub  it  to  a  pro- 
portion, and  to  fomething  like  the 
bottom  of  a  boa^,  that  it  might  fwim 
upright  as  it  ought  to  do.  It  coft  me 
near  three  months  more  to  clear  the 
infide,  and  work  it  out,  fo  as  to  make 
an  exacl  boat  of  it :  this  I  did,  indeed^ 
without  fire,  by  mere  mallet  and  chif- 
fel,  and  by  the  dint  of  hard  labour, 
till  I  had  brought  it  to  be  a  very  hand- 
fome-  periagua,  and  big  enough  to  have 
carried  fix  and  twenty  men,  and  con- 
fequently  big  enough  to  have  carried 
me  and  all  my  cargo. 

When  J  had  gone  through  this  work, 
I  was  extremely  delighted  with  it:  the 
boat  was  really  much  bigger  than  I 
ever  faw  a  canoe  or  pcriapjua,  that  was 
made  of  one  tree,  in  my  life;  many  a 
weary  ftroke  it  had  colt,  you  may  be 
lure,  for  there  remained  nothing  but 
to  get  it  into  the  water,  and  had  I 
gotten  it  into  the  water,  1  make  no 
qucition  but  I  Ihould  have  bonin  the 
nackldl 
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maddeit  voyage',  arid  the  moft  unlikely 
to  be  performed,  that  ever  was  under- 
taken. 

But  all  my  devices  to  get  it  into  the 
water  tailed  me,  though  they  coft  in- 
finite labour  too;  it  lay  about  one 
hundred  yards  from  the  water,  and 
not  more  ;  but  the  firlt  inconvenience 
was,  it  was  up  hill  towards  the  creek. 
Well,  to  take  aw.iy  this  difcourage- 
ment,  I  reiblved  to  dig  into  the  furface 
of  the  earth,  and  fo  make  a  declivity  ; 
.  this  I  began,  and  it  coft  me  a  prodi- 
gious deal  of  pains :  but  who  grudge 
pains,  that  have  their  deliverance  in 
view  ?  But  when  this  was  worked 
through,  and  this  difficulty  managed, 
it  was  fti.ll  much  at  one;  for  I  could 
no  more  itir  the  canoe,  than  I  could 
the  other  boat. 

Then  I  meafured  the  diftance  of 
ground,  and  refolved  to  cut  a  dock,  or 
canal,  to  bring  the  water  up  to  the 
canoe,  feeing  I  could  not  bring  the 
canoe  down  to  the  water.  Well,  I 
began  this  work,  and  when  I  began  to 
enter  into  it,  and  calculated  how  deep 
it  was  to  be  dug,  how  broad,  how  the 
ftuffto  be  thrown  out,  I  found,  that  by 
the  number  of  hands  I  had,  being  none 
but  my  own,  it  muft  have  been  ten  or 
twelve  years  before  I  mould  have  gone 
through  with  it;  for  the  more  lay  high, 
fo  that,  at  the  upper  end,  it  mull  have 
.  been  at  lead  twenty  feet  deep  ;  fo,  at 
length,  though  with  great  reluclaricy, 
I  gave  this  attempt  over  all'o. 

This  grieved  me  heartily;  and  now 
I  faw,  though  too  late,  the  folly  of  be- 
ginning a  work  before  we  count  the  v 
coft,  and  before  we  judge  rightly  of 
our  own  ftrength  to  go  through  with  it. 
In  the  middle  of  this  work  I  finished 
my  fourth  year  in  this  place,  and  kept 
my  anniverlary  with  the  fame  devotion, 
and  with  as  much  comfort  as  ever  be- 
fore ;  for  by  a  conftant  ftudy,  and  feri- 
ous  application  of  the  word  of  God, 
and  by  the  afliitance  of  his  grace,  I 
gained  a  different  knowledge  from  what 
I  had  before;  I  entertained  different 
notions  of  things;  I  looked  now  upon 
the  world  as  a  thing;  remote,  which  I 
had  nothing  to  do  with,  no  expecta- 
tion from,  and  indeed  nodeiires  about. 
In  a  word,  I  had  nothing  indeed  to  do 
with  it,  nor  was  ever  like  to  have;  fo 
I  thought  it  looked,  as  we  perhaps  may 
look  upon  it  hereafter,  viz.  as  a  place 
I  had  lived  ia.7  but  was  some  out  of  it| 


and  well  might  I  fay,  as  Father  Abra- 
ham to  Dives,  *  Between  me  and  thee 

*  there  is  a  great  gulph  fixed.' 

In  the  firft  place,  I  was  removed 
from  all  the  wickednefs  of  the  world 
here :  I  had  neither  the  «  Luft  of  the 

*  flefh,  the  juft  of  the  eye,  or  the  pride 

*  of  life  :'  1  had  nothing  to  covet,  for 
I  had  all  I  was  now  capable  of  enjoy- 
ing:  I  was  lord  of  the  whole  manor, 
or,   if  I  pleafed,  I  might  call   myielf 
king  or  emperor  over  the  whole  coun- 
try which   I  had   pofTefiioh   of;  there 
were  no  rivals.    I  had  no  competitor, 
none  to  difpute  fovereignty  or   com- 
mand with  me.    I  might  h;ixre  railed 
mip-loadings  of  corn,  but  1  had  rio 
ufe  for  it;  fo  I  let  as.  little  grow  as  I 
thought   enough    for   my  occahon  :   I 
had  tortoiies  or  turtles  enough ;  bur. 
now  and  then  one,  was  as  much  as  I 
could  put  to  any  ufe.    1  had  timber 
enough  to  have  built  a  fleet  of  Ihips ;  I 
had  grapes  enough  to  have  made  wine,, 
or  to  have  cured  into  raifins,  to  have 
loaded  that  fleet  when   they  had  been 
built. 

But  all  I  could  make  ufe  of,  was 
all  that  was  valuable.  I  had  enough 
to  eat,  and  to  fupply  my  wants,  and 
what  was  all  the  reft  to  me?  If  I 
killed  more  fle/h  than  I  could  eat,'  the 
dog  muft  eat  it,  or  the  vermin;  if  I 
fowed  more  corn  than  I  could  ear,  it 
muft  be  fpoiled:  the  trees  that  I  cut 
down  were  lying  to  rot  on  the  ground, 
I  could  make  no  more  ufe  of  them  than 
for  fuel ;  and  that  I  had  no  occafion. 
for,  but  to  drefs  my  food. 

In  a  word,  the  nature  and  experi- 
ence of  things  dictated  to  me,  upon  jiilt 
reflection,  that  all  the  good  things  of 
this  world  are  no  farther  good  to  u*, 
than  they  are  for  our  ufe ;  and  that 
whatever  we  may  heap  up,  indeed ,  to 
give  others,  we  enjoy  as  much  as  we 
can  ufe,  and  no  more.  The  moll:  co- 
vetous griping  mifer  in  the  world  would 
have  been  cured  of  the  vice  of  covet- 
oufnefs,  if  he  had  been  in  my  cafe;  for 
I  poffefled  infinitely  more  than  I  knew 
what  to  do  with ;  1  had  no  room  for 
defire,  except  it  was  of  things  which  I 
had  not,  and  they  were  but  trifles, 
though  indeed  of  great  ufe  to  me.  I 
had,  as  I  hinted  before,  a  parcel  of 
money,  as  well  gold  as  filver,  about 
thirty-fix  pounds  (terling  :  alas  !  there 
the  nafty,  lorry,  ufelefs  ftuff  lay  ;  I  had 
no  manner  of  bufineis  for  it  $  and  I 
I  often 
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often  thought  with  myfelf,  that  I 
would  have  given  a  handful  of  it  for  a 
grofs  of  tobacco-pipes,  or  for  a  hind- 
mill  to  grind  my  corn  ;  nay,  I  would 
have  given  ifrall  for  fixpe-nny-worth  of 
turnep  and  carrot  feed  out  of  Eng- 
land, or  for  a  handful  of  peas  and 
beans  and  a  bottle  of  ink.  As  it  was, 
I  hud  not  the  leaft  advantage  by  it,  or 
benefit  from  it ;  but  there  it  lay  in  a 
drawer,  and  grew  mouldy  with  the 
damp  of  the  cave,  in  the  wet  feafon  ; 
and  if  I  had  had  the  drawer  full  of 
diamonds,  it  had  been  the  fame  cafej 
and  they  had  been  of  no  manner  of  va- 
lue to  me,  becaufe  of  no  ufe. 

I  had  now  brought  my  ftate  of  life 
to  be  much  eafier  in  itfelf  than  it  was 
at  firft,  and  much  eafier  to  my  mind 
as  well  as  to  my  body.  I  frequently 
fat  down  to  my  meat  with  thankful- 
nefs,  and  admired  the  hand  of  God's 
providence,  which  had  thus  fpread  my 
table  in  the  wildernefs :  I  learned  to 
look  more  upon  the  bright  fide  of  my 
condition,  and  lefs  upon  the  dark  fide; 
and  to  confider  what  I  enjoyed,  rather 
than  what  I  wanted  ;  and  this  gave  me 
fometimes  fuch  fecret  comforts,  that  I 

Jot  exprefs  them  ;  and  which  I  take 
:e  of  here,  to  put  thofe  difcontent- 
eople  in  mind  of  it,  who  cannot 
enjoy  comfortably  what  God  hath  given 
them,  becaufe  they  fee  and  covet  fome- 
thing  that    he  has    not  given    them. 
All   our   difcontents    about  what  we 
want,   appear  to    me  to  fpring  from 
the  want  of  thankfulnefs  for  what  we 
have. 

Another  reflection  was  of  great  ufe 
to  me,  and  doubtlefs  would  be  fo  to 
any  one  that  mould  fall  into  fuch 
..tliftrefs  as  mine  was  j  and  this  was,  to 
compare  my  prefent  condition  with 
what  I  at  firft  expecled  it  mould  be  j 
nay,  with  what  it  would  certainly  have 
been,  if  the  good  Providence  of  God 
had  not  wonderfully  ordered  the  (hip  to 
be  caft  up  nearer  to  the  fhort,  where  I 
not  only  could  come  at  her,  but  could 
bring  what  I  got  out  of  her  to  the  more 
for  my  rel!_'f  and  comfort  j  without 
which  I  had  wanted  tools  to  work, 
weapons  for  defence,  or  gunpowder 
and  fliot  for  getting  my  food. 

I   fpent  whole   hours,    I   may  fay, 

whole  days,  in  reprefenhng  to  myfelf 

in  the  moft  lively  colours,  how  I  muft 

have  acled,  if  1  had  got  nothing  out 

(hip  j  how  I  could  not  have  fo 


much  as  got  any  food,  except  fifh  and 
turtles;  and  that,  as  it  was  long  be- 
fore I  found  any  of  them,  I  muft  have 
perifhed  firft :  that  I  fhould  have  lived, 
if  I  had  not  periflied,  like  a  mere  fa- 
vage  ;  that  if  I  had  killed  a  goat  or  a 
fowl  by  any  contrivance,  I  had  no  way 
to  flea  or  open  them,  or  part  the  flefh 
from  the  flcin  and  the  bowels,  or  to 
cut  it  up  j  but  muft  gnaw  it  with  my 
teeth,  and  pull  it  with  my  slaws,  like 
a  beaft. 

Thefe  reflections  made  me  very  fen- 
fible  of  the  goodnefs  of  Providence  to 
me,  and  very  thankful  for  my  prefent 
condition,  with  all  it's  hardmips  and 
misfortunes:  and  this  part  alfo  I  can- 
not but  recommend  to  the  reflection  of 
thofe  who  are  apt  in  their  mifery  to 
fay,  «  Is  any  affliction  like  mine?'  Let 
them  confider,  how  much  worfe  the 
cafes  of  fome  people  are,  and  what 
their, cafe  might  have  been,  if  Provi- 
dence had  thought  fit. 

I  had  another  reflection  which  affifted 
me  alfo  to  comfort  my  mind  with 
hopes;  and  this  was,  comparing  my 
prefent  condition  with  what  I  had  de- 
ferved,  and  had  therefore  reafon  to  ex- 
pect from  the  hand  of  Providence ;  I 
had  lived  a  dreadful  life,  perfectly 
deftitute  of  the  knowledge  and  fear  of 
God  j  I  had  been  well  inftrufled  by 
father  and  mother;  neither  had  they 
been  wanting  to  me  in  their  early  en- 
deavours to  mfufe  a  religious  awe  of 
God  into  my  mind,  a  fenfe  of  my 
duty,  and  of  what  the  nature  and  end 
of  my  being  required  of  me:  but,  ahs  ! 
falling  early  into  the  fea-faring  life, 
which  of  all  the  lives  is  the  molt  defti- 
tute of  the  fear  of  God,  though  his 
terrors  are  always  before  them  ;  I  fay, 
falling  early  into  the  fea-faring  life,  and 
into  fea-faring  company,  all  that  little 
fenfe  of  religion  which  1  had  enter- 
tained, was  laughed  out  of  me  by  my 
meflrnates  j  by  an  hardened  defpifing 
of  dangers,  and  the  views  of  death, 
which  grew  habitual  to  me;  by  my 
long  abfence  from  all  manner  of  op- 
portunities to  conyerfe  with  any  thing 
but  what  was  like  myfelf,  or  to  hear 
any  thing  of  what  was  good,  or  tended 
towards  it. 

So  void  was  I  of  every  thing  that 
was  good,  or  of  the  leaft  fenfe  of  what 
I  was,  or  was  to  be,  that  in  the  greafrll 
deliverance  I  enjoyed,  fuch  as  'my 
efcape  from  Sallee,  my  being  taken  up 
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by  the  Fortugueze  matter  of  the  fhip, 
my  being  planted  fo  well  in  Brazil,  my 
receiving  the  cargo  from  England,  and 
the  like,  I  never  once  had  the  word 
'  Thank  God,'  fo  much  as  on  my  mind, 
or  in  my  mouth;  nor  in  the  greateft 
diftrefs,  had  I  fo  much  thought  as  to 
pray  to  him,  nor  fo  much  as  to  fay, 
'  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  me!'  No, 
not  to  mention  the  name  of  God,  un- 
lefs  it  was  to  fwear  by  and  blaf- 
pheme  it. 

I  had  terrible  reflections  upon  my 
mind  for  many  months,  as  I  have  al- 
ready obferved,  on  the  account  of  my 
wicked  and  hardened  life  paftj  and 
when  I  looked  about  me,  and  con- 
fidered  what  particular  providences 
had  attended  me,  fmce  my  coming  into 
this  place,  and  how  God  had  dealt 
bountifully  with  me  j  had  not  only 
punimed  me  lefs  than  my  iniquity  de- 
ierved,  but  had  fo  plentifully  provided 
for  me ;  this  gave  me  great  hopes, 
that  my  repentance  was  accepted,  and 
that  God  had  yet  mercies  in  ftore  for 
me. 

With  thefe  reflections  I  worked  my 
mind  up,  not  only  to  refignation  to  the 
will  of  God  in  the  prefent  difpofition 
of  my  circumftances,  but  even  to  a 
fincere  thankfulnefs  of  my  condition  5 
and  that  I,  who  was  yet  a  living  man, 
ought  not  to  complain,  feeing  I  had 
not  the  due  puniftiment  of  my  fmsj 
that  I  enjoyed  fo  many  mercies,  which 
I  had  no  reafon  to  have  expected  in 
that  place,  that  I  ought  never  more  to 
repine  at  my  condition,  but  to  rejoice, 
and  to  give  daily  thanks,  for  that 
daily  bread,  which  nothing  but  a 
eloud  of  wonders  could  have  brought : 
that  I  ought  to  confider  I  had  been 
fed  even  by  a  miracle,  even  as  great 
as  that  of  feeding  Elijah  by  ravens ; 
nay,  by  a  long  feries  of  miracles ;  and 
that  I  could  hardly  have  named  a  place 
in  the  uninhabited  part  of  the  world, 
where  I  could  have  been  call  more  to 
my  advantage :  a  place  where,  as  I  had 
no  fociety,  which  was  my  affliction  on 
one  hand,  fo  I  found  no  ravenous 
beafts,  no  furious  wolves  or  tygers, 
to  threaten  my  life;  no  venomous 
creatures  or  poifonous,  which  I  might 
have  fed  on  to  my  hurt  j  no  favages 
to  murder  and  devour  me. 

In  a  word,  as  my  life  was  a  life  of 
forrow  one  way,  fo  it  was  a  lift  of 
mercy  another*  and  I  wanted  nothing 


to  make  it  a  life  of  comfort,  but  to  be 
able  to  make  my  fenfe  of  God's  good- 
nefs  to  me,  and  care  over  me  in  this 
condition,  be  my  daily  confolation  j 
and  after  I  made  a  juft  improvement  of 
thefe  things,  I  went  away,  and  was  no 
more  fad. 

I  had  now  been  here  fo  long,  that 
many  things  which  I  brought  on  more 
for  my  help  were  either  quite  gone^ 
or  very  much  wafted,  and  near  fpent. 

My  ink,  as  I  obferved,  had  been 
gone  for  ibme  time,  all  but  a  very 
little,  which  I  eeked  out  with  water  a 
little  and  a  little,  till  it  was  fo  pale  it 
fcarce  left  any  appearance  of  black 
upon  the  paper.  As  long  as  it  lalted, 
I  made  ufe  of  it  to  minute  down  the 
days  of  the  month  on  which  any  re- 
markable thing  happened  to  mej  and 
firft,  by  cafting  up  times  paft,  I  remem- 
ber, that  there  was  a  ftrange  concur- 
rence of  days,  in  the  various  provi- 
dences which  befel  me,  and  which,  if 
I  had  been  fuperftitioufly  inclined  to 
obferve  days  as  fatal  or  fortunate,  I 
might  have  had  reafon  to  have  looked 
upon  with  a  great  deal  of  curiofity. 

Firft,  I  had  obferved,  that  the  fame 
day  that  I  broke  away  from  my  father 
and  my  friends,  and  ran  away  to  Hull, 
in  order  to  go  to  lea,  the  fame  day 
afterwards  I  was  taken  by  the  Sal  lee 
man  of  war,  and  made  a  flave. 

The  fame  day  of  the  year  that  I 
efcaped  out  of  the  wreck  of  that  ihip 
in  Yarmouth  Roads,  that  fame  day  of 
the  year  afterwards  I  made  my  efcape 
from  Sallee  in  the  boat. 

The  fame  day  of  the  year  I  was 
born  on,  viz.  the  aoth  of  September, 
the  fame  day  I  had  my  life  fo  miracu- 
Jo'ufly  laved  twenty-fix  years  after,  when 
I  was  caft  on  more  in  this  ifland ;  fo 
that  my  wicked  life,  and  folitary  life, 
both  began  on  a  day. 

The  next  thing  to  my  ink's  being 
wafted,  was  that  of  my  bread  5  I  mean, 
the  bifcuit  which  I  brought  out  of  the 
.fliip.  This  I  had  hufbanded  to  the 
lait  degree,  allowing  myfelf  but  one 
cake  of  bread  a  day  for  above  a  year  j 
and  yet  I  was  quite  withe  ut  bread  for 
a  year,  before  I  got  any  corn  of  n:y 
own;  and  great  reafon  I  had  to  be 
thankful  that  I  had  any  at  all,  the 
getting  it  being,  as  has  been  already 
obierved,  next  to  miraculous. 

My    cloaths  too    began    to   decay 

mightily:  as  to  linen,  I  had  none  a 

I  a  good 
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good  while,  except  fome  chequered 
ihirts  which  I  round  in  the  chells  'of  the 
other  feamen,  and  which  I  carefully 
pieferved,  bccaufe  many  times  I  could 
bear  no  other  cloaths  on  but  a  mirt; 
and  it  was  a  very  great  help  to  me, 
that  I  had,  among  nfl  the  men's  cloaths 
of  the  (hip,  almoft  three  dozen  of  fhirts. 
There  were  alfo  feveral  thick  watch  - 
coats  of  the  feamen,  which -were  left 
behind,  but  they  were  too  hot  to  wear ; 
and  though  it  is  true  that  the  wea- 
ther was  ib  violent  hot  that  there  was 
no  need  of  cloaths,  yet  I  could  not  go 
quite  naked  ;  no,  though  I  had  been 
inclined  to  it,  which  I  was  not;  nor 
cotild  I  abide  the  thoughts  of  it, 
though  I  was  allalone. 

One  reafon  why  I  could  not  go  quite 
naked,  was,  I  could  not  bear  the  heat 
cf  the  lun  fo  well  when  quite  naked, 
as  with  fome  cloaths  on  ;  nay,  the  very 
heat'  frequently'"  bliftered  my  flcin  ; 
xvhereas,'  with  a  mirt  on,  the  air  itfelf 
made  fome  motion,  and  whittling  lin- 
ger the  fhirt,  was  twofold  cooler  than 
without  it :  no  more  could  I  ever  bring 
myfeif  to  go  out  in  the  heat  of  the  fun 
without  a  cap  or  an  hat;  the  heat  of 
the  fun  beating  with  fuch  violence  as 
it  does  in  that  place,  would  give  me  the 
head-ach  presently,  by  darting  fo  di- 
reclly  on  my  head,  without  a  cap  or 
hat  on,  fo  that  I  could  not  bear 
it;  whereas,  if  I  put  on  my  hat,  it 
would  prefently  go  away. 

Upon  thefe  views  I  began  to  confi- 
der  about  putting  the  few  rags  I  had, 
•which  I  called  cloaths,  into  fome  or- 
der ;  I  had  worn  out  all  the  waiftcoats 
I  had,  and  my  bufmefs  was  now  to 
try  if  I  could  not  make  jackets  out  of 
the  great  watch-coats  which  I  had  by 
me,  and  with  fuch  other  materials  as 
I  had  ;  fo  1  fet  to  work  atayloring,  or 
rather,  indeed,  a  botching  ;  for  I  made 
moil  piteous  work  of  it.  However, 
I  made  (hi  ft  to  make  two  or  three 
waiircoats,  which  I  hoped  would  ferve 
me  a  great  while;  as  for  breeches,  or 
drawers,  I  made  hut  very  forry  (hi ft 
indeed,  till  afterwards. 

J  have  mentioned,  that  I  favcd  the 
fkins  of  all  the  creatures  that  1  killed, 
I  mean,  four-footed  ones;  and  I  had 
hung  them  up  ftretched  out  with  rlicks 
in  the  fun,  by  which  means  fome  of 
them  were  fo  dry  and  hard,  that  they 
were  fit  for  little ;  but  others,  it  fecms, 
were  very  uitful.  The  firil  tiling  I 


made  of  thcfe  was  a  great  c.ip  f 
head,  with  the  huir  on  the  put  fide  to 
fhoot  off  the  rain  j  and  th<s  J  perform- 
ed fowell,  that  after  \'\it  I  made  a  Init; 
of  cloaths  wholly  of  thofe  ikins  ;  that 
is  to  fay,  a  waiftcoat  and  breeches 
open  at  the  knees,  and  both  loofe ;  for 
they  were  rather  wanting  to  keep  me. 
cool  than  to  keep  me  warm.  I  mull 
not  omit  to  acknowledge,  that  they 
were  wretchedly  made  ;  for,  if  I  was 
a  bad  carpenter,  I  was  a  woife  taylori 
however,  they  were  fuch  as  I  made  a 
very  good  (hi  ft  with;  and  when  I  was 
abroad,  if  it  happened  to  rain,  the 
hair  of  the  waift'coat  and  cap  being 
outmoft,  I  was  kept  verydry. 

After  this  I  fpent  a  deal  of  time 
and  pains  to  make  ine  an  umbrel- 
la: I  was,  indeed,  in  great  want  of 
one,  and  had  a  great  mind  to  make 
one ;  I  had  feen  them  made  in  the. 
Brazils,  where  they  arc  very  iifeful  in 
the  great  heats  which  are  there;  and  I 
felt  the  heats  every  jot  as  great  here, 
and  greater  too,  being  nearer  the  equi- 
nox ;  befides,  as  I  was  obliged  to  be 
much  abroad,  it  was  a  molt  ufeful 
thing  to  me,  as  well  for  the  rairii 
as  the  heats.  I  took  a  world  of  pains 
at  it,  and  was  a  great  while  before  I 
could  make  any  thing  likely  to  hold  j 
nay,  after  I  thought  1  had  hit  the  way, 
I  Ipoiled  two  or  three  before  I  made 
one  to  my  mind  ;  but,  at  lair,  I  made 
one  that  anfwered  indifferently  well  ; 
the  main  difficulty  I  found  was  to  make 
it  to  let  down.  I  could  make  it  to 
fpread  ;  but  if  it  clkl  not  let  down  too, 
and  draw  in,  it  would  not  be  portable 
for  me  any  way,  but  ju(l  over  my  head, 
which  would  not  do  :  however,  at  Jail, 
as  I  faid,  I  made  one  toanfwer;  I 
covered  it  with  Ikin?,  the  hair  \ip- 
wards,  fo  that  it  call  off  the  rain  like 
a  penthoufe,  and  kept  off  the  fun  fo 
effectually,  that  I  could  walk  out  in 
the  hotteft  of  the  weather,  with  great- 
er advantage  than  I  could  before  in 
the  cooleft;  and  when  I  had  !>>• 
of  it,  I  could  dole  it,  and  carry  it  un- 
der my  arm. 

Thus  I  lived  mighty  comfortably, 
my  mind  being  entirely  com  po  fed  by 
reiigning  to  tiie  will  of  God,  and 
throwing  myfelf  wholly  upon  the  <lif- 
polal  of  his  providence:  this  made 
my  life  better  than  fociable  ;  for,  when 
J  began  to  regret  the  want  of  convcr- 
&tion,  I  would  a  Ik  myfelf,  whether 

thus. 
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thus  converting  mutually  with  my  own 
thoughts,  and,  as  I  hope,  I  may  lay, 
with  even  my  Maker,  by  ejaculations 
and  petitions,  was  not  better  than  the 
mmoft  enjoyment  of  human  fociety  in 
the  world. 

I  cannot  fay,  that  after  this,  for  five 
years,  any  extraordinary  thing  hap- 
pened to  me;  but  I  lived  on  in  the 
lame  courfe,  in  the  fame  pofture  and 
place,  juft  as  before  :  the  chief  thing 
I  was  employed  in,  befides  my  yearly 
labour  of  planting  my  barley  and  rice, 
and  curing  my  raifins,  of  both  which 


I  thought  of  nothing  but  failing  round 
the  iiland. 

For  this  purpofe,  and  that  I  might 
do  every  thing  with  difcretion  and 
confideration,  1  fitted  up  a  Jittie  malt 
to  my  boat,  and  made  a  Jail  to  it  out 
of  fome  of  the  pieces  of  the  /hip's  fails, 
which  lay  in  itore,  and  of  which  I  had 
a  great  {tore  by  me. 

Having  fitted  my  mail  and  fail,  and 
tried  the  boat,  I  found  me  would  fail 
very  well :  then  I  made  little  lockers 
and  boxes  at  either  end  of  my  boat,  to 
put  proviiions,  neceiTaries,  and  am- 


I    always  kept  up  juit  enough  to  liave     munition,  &c.  into,   to   be  kept  dry, 

s..o?--...^  /i-  J  -r. either  from   r*in,  or   the  fpray  of  the 

fea  ;  and  a  little,  long,  hollow  place,  I 
cut  in  the  infide  of  the  boat,  where  I 
could  lay  my  gun,  making  a  flap  to 
h,ang  down  over  it  to  keep  it  dry. 

I  fixed  my  umbrella  a.  lib  in  a  ftep 
at  the  item,  like  a  matt,  to  Hand  over 
my  head,  and  keep  the  heat  of  the  fun 
off  of  me  like  an  awning  5  and  thus  J 
every  now  and  then  took  a  little  voy- 
age upon  the  fea,  but  never  went  tar 
out,  nor  far  from  the  little  creek  ;  but 


fufticient  ftock  of  the  year's  provifions 
beforehand;  I  fay,  befides  this  yearly 
labour,  and  my  daily  labour  of  going 
out  with  my  gun,  I  had  one  labour  to 
make  me  a  canoe,  which  at  lalt  I  fi- 
nimed ;  fo  that  by  digging  a  canal  to 
it  fix  feet  wide  and  four  feet  deep, 
I  brought  it  into  the  creek,  almott  half 
a  mile.  As  for  the  fail,  that  was  fo 
vaftly  big,  as  I  made  it  without  con- 
iidering  beforehand,  as  I  ought  to  do, 
how  I  mould  be  able  to  launch  it ;  fo, 


nerer  being  able  to  bring  it  to  the  wa-     at  laft  being  eager  to  view  the  circum- 
ter,  or   bring  the  water  to  it,  I  was     c'~ 
obliged  to  let  it  lie  where  it  was,  as  a, 


ference  of  my  little  kingdom,  I  relblv- 
ed   upon   my  tour,  and  accordingly  I 


memorandum  to  teach  me  to  be  wifer     victualled    my  Ihip    for  the  voyage  5 

putting  in  two  dozen  of  my  loaves 
(cakes  I  fhould  rather  call  them)  of 
bariey-bread  j  an  earthen  pot  full  of 
parched  rice,  (a  food  I  eat  a  great  deal 
of;)  a  little  bottle  of  rum  j  half  a  goat, 
and  powder  with  (hot  for  killing  «iore; 
and  two  large  watch- coats,  of  thofe 
which,  as  I  mentioned  before,  I  had 
faved  out  of  the  ieamen's  cherts;  thefe 
I  took,  one  to  lie  upon,  and  the  othei; 
to  cover  me  in  the  night. 

It  was  the  fixth  of  November,  in  the 


next  time.  Indeed,  the  next  time, 
though  I  could  not  get  a  tree  proper 
for  it,  and  was  in  a  place  where  I 
could  not  get  the  water  to  it,  at  any 
lefs  diftance  than,  as  I  have  (aid,  of 
jiear  half  a  mile  j  yet,  as  I  faw  it  was; 
practicable  at  laft,  I  never  gave  it  overj 
and  though  I  was  near  two  years  a- 
bout  it,  yet  I  never  grudged  my  la- 
bour, in  hopes  of  having  a  boat  to  gp 
«ff  to  fea  at  lad. 

However,  though  my  little  periagua 


was  finished,  yet  the  fue  of  it  was  not  f^xth  year  of  my  reign,  or  my  captivity, 

at  all   anfwerabie  to  the  deiign  which,  which  you  pleafe,  that  I  fet  out  on  this 

I  had  in  view  when  I   made  the  firft ;  voyage  \  and  I  found  it  much  longer 

I  mean,  of  venturing  over  to  the  terra  than  I  expelled;  for  though  the  ifiand 

firma,  where  it  was  ab.ove  forty  miles  itfelf  was  not  very  large,  yet,  when  I 

broad  ;  accordingly,  the  fmallnefs  of  came  to  the  eait  lide  of  it,  I  found  a 

great  ledge  of  rocks  lie  out  about  two 


my  boat  ailiited  to  put  an.  end  to  that 
deiign,  and  now  1  thought  r;o  move 
of  it :  but,  as  I  had  a  boat,  my  next 
defign  was  to  make  a.  tour  round  the 
ifland;  for, as  I  had  been  on  the  other 
fide,  in  one  place,  crofting,  as  I  have 
already  defcribed  it,  over  the  land,  fo 
the  difcoveries  I  made  in  that  journey, 
jnade  me  very  eager  to  fee  the  other  parts 
9i  the,  coait :  and  now  I  had  a  beat,, 


leagues  into  the  fea,  fome  above  water, 
fome  under  it ;  and  b.eyond  this  a  fhoal 
of  fand,  lying  dry  half  a.  league  more  j 
fo  that  I  was  obliged  to  go  a  great  way 
out  to  fea  to  double  that  point. 

When  i  fiilt  diicovered  them,  I  was 
going  to  give  over  my  enterprise,  and 
come  back  agajn,  not  knowing  how 
(ar  it  might  oblige  me  to  go  out  to  lea  j 


7° 

and,  above  all,  doubting  how  I  fhould 
get  back  again  ;  fo  I  came  to  an  an- 
clior,  for  I  had  made  me  a  kind  of  an 
anchor  with  a  piece  of  broken  grap- 
pling which  I  got  out  of  the  iliip. 

Hav  ;  my  boat,  I  took  my 

gun,   and  went  on  fhore,  climbing  up- 
on anliili,  which  fceined  to  overlook 
that  point,   vhere  I  faw  the  full  extent 
'of  it,  and Tefolvec!  to  venture. 

In  my  viewing  the  lea  from  that  hill 
where  I  ftood,  1  perceived  a  ftrong, 
and  indeed  a  molt  furious  current, 
which  ran  to  the  eaft,  even  came  clofe 
to  the  point  j  and  I  took  the  more 
notice  of  it,  becaul'e  1  fa w  1  here  might 
be  fome  danger,  that  when  I  came  in- 
to it,  I  might  be  carried  cut  to  '•• 
ti»c  ftreuo'tb  of  it1,  and  not  be  able  to 
make  the  ifland  again  :  ?nHs  indeed, 
had  I  not  gotten  firil  upon  this  hill, 
I  believe  it  would  have  h'cu  io}  for 
there  was  the  fame  current  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  ifland,  only  that  it  let 
<rfF  at  a  farther  .  and  I  faw 

there  was  a  ftrong  eddy  under  the 
fiiore 5  fo  I  had  nothing  to  do  but  to 
get  out  of  the  iirft  currer-t,  and  I 
ihould  prell-ntly  be  in  an  f. 

1  lay  here,  however,  two  uays  j  be- 
caufe  the  wind  blowing  preity  frefii 
(E.  at  S.  E.  and  that  being  jult  con- 
trary to  the  faid  current)  made  a  great 
breach  of  the  fea  upon  the  point ;  fo 
that  it  was  not  fafe  for  me  to  keep  too 
clofe  to  the  (liore  for  the  breach,  nor 
to  go  too  far  off  becaufe  of  the  ftream. 

The  third  day,  in  the  morning,  the 
wind  having  abated  over  night,  the 
&a  was  calm,  and  I  ventured  ;  but  I 
am  a  warning- piece  again  to  all  rafli 
and  ignorant  pilots;  for  no  fooner  \v:is 
I  come  to  the  point,  when  even  I  wr.s 
not  my  boat's  length  from  the  fhore, 
fcut  I  found  myfelf  in  a  great  depth  of 
water,  and  n  current  like  a  fluice  of 
a  mill  :  it  carried  my  boat  along  with 
ft  with  inch  violence,  that  al!  I  could 
do  cnuM  no;  kr^p  htr  fo  much  as  on 
fb<  cd".-  of  it;  but  I  found  it  1>. 

.-•her  and  farther  out   f> 
ed;ly,    which  wus    o- 
There  was   no  wind  lt;rring  to  help 
roc,  and  all  that  I   could  do  with  n.y 
jj.id'He  figr 
r>t;g'in    to   give  r 
for,  as  the  current  was  on  bot! 
tr,~  itlar.d,   I  ki,    . 
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fee  any  poffibility  of  avoiding  it  j  fa 
that  I  had  no  profpecT:  before  me  but 
of  perifhing;  not  by  the  fea,  for  that 
was  calm  enough,  but  of  ftarving  for 
hunger.  I  had  indeed  found  a  tor- 
toife  on  the  fhore,  as  big  almoit  as  I 
could  lift,  and  had  toffed  it  into  the 
boat  ;  and  I  had  a  great  jar  of  frefh 
water,  that  is  to  fay,  one  of  my  earth- 
en pots  j  but  what  was  all  this  to  be- 
ing driven  into  the  va(t  ocean,  where, 
to  be  lure,  there  was  no  fhore,  na 
main  land  or  ifland,  for  a  thouland 
leagues  at  Icaft  ? 

And  now  I  faw  how  eafy  it  was  for 
the  providence  of  God  to  make  the 
molt  milerable  condition  that  mankind 
could  be  in,  worfe.  Now  I  looked 
back  upon  my  defolate  folitary  ifland, 
as  the  molt  pleafant  place  in  the  world, 
and  ail  the  happineis  my  heart  could 
wifli  for,  was  to  be  there  again  :  I 
fl retched  out  my  hands  to  it  with 
eager  wifhes  j  *  O  happy  defart  !'  faid 
J,  *  I  fhall  never  fee  thet  more  !  O  mi- 
*  ferable  creature  !'  faid  1,  *  whither 
'  am  I  going  !'  Then  I  reproached 
ir,;,  li-If  with  my  unthankful  temper, 
and  liow  I  had  repined  at  my  folitary 
condition  5  and  now  what  would  I  give 
to  be  on  Ihore  there  again  !  Thus  we 
neve*  fee  the  true  ftate  of  our  condi- 
tion, till  it  is  illuftrated  to  us  by  it's 
contraries  j  nor  know  how  to  value 
what  we  enjoy,  but  by  the  want  of 
it :  it  is  fcarce  poflible  to  imagine  the 
conMcrnation  I  was  now  in,  being 
driven  from  my  beloved  ifland  (for  fa 
it  appeared  to  me  now  to  be)  into  thz 
vide  ocean,  almoft  two-  leagues,  and 
in  the  utmori:  defpair  of  ever  recover- 
ing it  again  :  however,  I  worked  hard, 
till  indeed  my  ftrergth  was  almoft  ex- 
hauited  ;  and  kept  nay  boat  as  much 
to  the  northward,  that  is,  towards  the 
fide  of  the  current  which  the  eddy  lay 
potTibly  I  could  ;  when,  about 
norm,  as  the  fun  parted  the  meridian, 
I  thought  I  felt  a  little  breeze  of  wind 
in  my  face,  fpringtr.g  up  from  the 
S.  S/K.  This  cheated  my  heart  a 
!  iiiy,  when,  in  about 
a  hour  more,  it  blew  a  pretty 
-.  by  this  time  1  was 
.;ful  diitance  from  the 
ifland  ;  rind,  had  the  leait  cloud  or 
hazy  weather  intervened,  1  had  been 
undone  another  way  too  j  for  I  had 
no  ccmpais  on  board,  and  fhould  ne- 
ver have  known  how  to  have  fteercd 
towards 
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towards  the  ifland,  if  I  had  but  once 
loft  fight  of  it;  but  the  weather  con- 
tinuing clear,  I  applied  myfclf  to  get 
up  my  malt  again,  and  fpread  my  fail, 
ftanding  away  to  the  north  as  much  as 
poflible,  to  get  out  of  the  current. 

Juft  as  I  had  fet  my  maft  and  fail, 
and  the  boat  began  to  ftretch  away,  I 
iaw,  even  by  the  clearnefs  of  the  wa- 
ter, fome  alteration  of  the  current  was 
nearj  for  where  the  current  was  fo 
ftrong,  the  water  was  foul  j  but  per- 
ceiving the  water  clear,  I  found  the 
current  abate  j  and  prefently  I  found 
to  the  eaft,  at  about  half  a  mile,  a 
breach  of  the  fea  upon  fdme  rocks ; 
thefe  rocks  I  found  caufed  the  current 
to  part  again  ;  and  as  the  main  ftrefs 
of  it  ran  away  more  foutherly,  leaving 
the  rocks  to  the  N.E.  fo  the  other 
returned  by  the  repulfe  of  the  rock, 
and  made  a  ftrong  eddy,  which  ran 
back  again  to  the  N.  W.  with  a  very 
fliarp  ftream. 

They  who  know  what  it  is  to  have 
a  reprieve  brought  to  them  upon  the 
ladder,  or  to  be  refcued  from  thieves 
juft  going  to  murder  them,  or  who 
have  been  in  fuch  like  extremities, 
may  guefs  what  my  prefent  furprize 
of  joy  was,  and  how  gladly  I  put  my 
boat  into  the  ftream  of  this  eddy  ;  and 
the  wind  alfo  freshening,  how  gladly 
I  fpread  my  fail  to  it,  running  chear- 
fully  before  the  wind,  and  with  a 
ftrong  tide  or  eddy  under  foot. 

This  eddy  carried  me  about  a  league 
in  my  way  back  again,  directly  towards 
the  ifland,  but  about  two  leagues  more 
towards  the  northward  than  the  cur- 
rent lay,  which  carried  me  away  at 
'firft  j  fo  that  when  I  cam2  near  the 
ifland,  I  found  myfelf  open  to  the 
northern  more  of  it,  that  is  to  fay, 
the  other  end  of  the  ifland,  oppofite  to 
that  which  I  went  out  from. 

When  I  had  made  fomething  more 
than  a  league  of  way  by  the  help  of 
this  current  or  eddy,  I  found  it  was 
fpent,  and  faved  me  no  farther.  How- 
ever, I  found,  that  being  between  tiie 
two  great  currents,  viz.  that  on  the 
fouth-fide,  which  had  hurried  me  a- 
way,  and  that  on  the  north,  which  lay 
about  two  leagues  on  the  other  fide  , 
I  fay,  between  thefe  two,  in  the  welt 
of  the  ifland,  I  found  the  water  fat 
leaft  Itill,  and  running  noway;  and 
having  ftill'a  breeze  of  wind  fair  for 
me,  I  kept  on  fleering  directly  for  the 


ifland,  though  not  making  fuch.  freffi 
way  as  I  did  before. 
-  About  four  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
being  then  within  about  a  league  of 
the  ifland,  I  found  the  point  of  the 
rocks  which  occafioned  this  diftance 
ftretching  out,  as  -is  defcribed  before, 
to  the  fouthward,  and,  calling  off  the 
current  more  foutherly,  had,  of  courfe, 
made  anotherveddy  to  the  north,  and 
this  I  found  very  itrong,  but  directly 
fetting  the  \vay  my  courfe  lay,  which, 
was  due  weft,  but  almoft  full  north. 
However,  having  a  frefli  gale,  I  ftretch- 
ed  acrofs  this  eddy,  Planting  north- 
weft,  and  in  about  an  hour  came  with- 
in about  a  mile  of  the  fhore,  where,  it 
being  fmooth  water,  I  foon  got  to 
land. 

When  I  was  on  fliore,  I  fell  on  my 
knees,  and  gave  God  thanks  for  my 
deliverance,  refolving  to  lay  afide  all 
thoughts  of  my  deliverance  by  my  boat; 
and  refreshing  myfelf  with  fuch  things 
as  I  had,  I  brought  my  boat  clofe  to 
the  more,  hi  a  little  cove  that  I  had 
fpied  under  forne  trees,  and  laid  me 
down  to  fleep,  being  quite  fpent  with, 
the  labour  and  fatigue  of  the  voyage. 

I  was  now  at  a  great  lofs  which  way 
to  get  home  with  my  boat ;  I  had  run 
fo  much  hazard,  and  knew  too  mucll 
the  cafeT  to-.think  of  attempting  it  by 
the  way  I  went  cut ;  and  what  might 
be  at  the  other  fide  (I  mean,  the  weft 
fide)  I  knew  not,  nor  had  I  any  mind 
to  run  any  more  ventures  j  fo,  I  only 
refolved  in  the  morn-ing  to  make  my 
way  weftwurd  along  the  more,  and  to 
fee  if  there  was  no  creek  where  I  might 
lay  up  my  frigate  in  lafety,  fo  as  to 
Have,  her  again  if  I  wanted  her.  In 
about  three  miles,  or  thereabouts, coaft- 
ing  the  fliore,  I  came  to  a  very  good 
inlet  or  bay,  about  a  mile  over,  which 
narrowed  till  it  came  to  a  very  little 
rivulet  or  brook,  where  1  found  a 
convenient  harbour  for  my  boat,  and 
where  fhe  lay  as  if  fhe  had  been  in  a 
little  dock  made  on  purpofe  for  her  j 
here  I  put  in,  and  having  flowed  my 
boat  very  fafe,  I  went  on  (here  to  look 
about  me,  and  fee  where  I  was. 

I  foon  found  I  had  but  x  little  paflfed 
by  the  place  where  I  had  been  before, 
when  I  travelled  on  foot  to  that  more; 
fo  taking  nothing  out  of  my  boat,  but 
my  gun  and  my  umbrella,  for  it  was 
exceeding  hot,  I  began  my  march : 
the-waywas  comfortable  enough,  after 

fuch 
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fuch  a  voyage  as  I  hid  been  upon  ; 
and  I  reached  my  old  bower  in  the 
evening,  where  1  found  every  thing 
ftanding  as  I  left  it ;  for  I  always 
kept  it  in  good  order,  being,  as  I  iaid 
before,  my  country-houfe. 

I  got  over  the  fence,  and  laid  me 
clown  in  the  (hade  to  re  It  my  limbs, 
for  I  was  very  weary,  and  fell  a  deep  : 
hut  judge  you,  ifyo.ucan,  that  read 
my  Kory,  what  a  furprize  I  muft  be 
in,  when  I  was  awaked  out  of  my 
fleep  by  a  voice  calling  me  by  my 
name  i'everal  times,  '  Robin,  Robin, 

*  Robin  Crufoe  !  poor  Robin  Crulbe  ! 

*  Where     are   you,    Robin    Crufoe  ? 
'  where    are   you  ?    where    have    you 
«  been  ?' 

I  was  fo  dead  afleep  at  firft,  being 
fatigued  with  rowing,  or  paddling,  as 
it  is  called,  the  firft  part  of  the  day, 
and  walking  the  latter  part,  that  I  did 
not  awake  thoroughly  ;  and  dozing 
between  fleepingand  waking,  thought 
I  dreamed  that  fomebody  fpoke  to  me  : 
but  as  the  voice  continued  to  repeat 
'•  Robin  Crulbe!  Robin  Crufoe!'  at 
laft  I  began  to  awake  more  perfectly, 
and  was  at  firft  dreadfully  frighted, 
and  Started  up  in  the  utmoft  courier- 
nation  :  but  no  fooner  were  my  eyes 
open,  but  I  faw  my  Pol  fitting  on  the 
top  of  the  hedge,  and  immediately 
knew  that  this  was  he  that  fpoke  to 
mej  for  juft  in  fuch  bemoaning  lan- 
guage I  had  ufed  to  talk  to  him,  and 
teach  him  j  and  he  had  learned  it  fo 
perfectly,  that  he  would  fit  upon  'my 
finger,  and  lay  his  bill  clofe  to  my 
face,  and  cry,  *  Poor  Robin  Crufoe, 

*  where  are  you  !  where  have  you  been ! 

*  how  came  you  here  !'  and  fuch  things 
as  I  had  taught  him. 

However,  even  though  I  knew  it 
was  the  parrot,  ami  that  indeed  it 
could  be  nobody  elfe,  it  was  a  good 
while  before  I  could  compofe  myfelf. 
Firft,  I  was  amazed  how  the  creature 
got  thither,  and  then  how  he  fliould 
juft  keep  about  the  place,  and  no 
where  elfe  :  but  as  I  was  well  fatis- 
fied  it  could  be  nobody  but  honeft  Pol, 
I  got  it  over  ;  and  holding  out  my 
hand,  aud  calling  him  by  his  name, 
'  Pol,'  the  fbciabie  creature  came  topie, 
and  fat  upon  my  thumb,  as  he  ufed  to 
do,  and  continued  talking  to  nit, '  Pt/or 

*  Robin  Crufoe  j'  and  how  did  I  come 
here  ;  and,  where  I  had  bctn  :  jult  as 
if  he  had  been  overjoyvd  to  ice  me  a- 


gain.  And  fo  I  carried  him  home  along 
with  me. 

I  had  now  had  enough  of  rambling 
to  fca  for  fomc  time,  and  had  enough 
to  do  for  many  days,  to  fit  Itill  and 
reflect  upon  the  danger  I  had  been  in  : 
I  would  have  been  very  glad  to  have 
had  my  boat  again  on  my  fide  of  the 
iiland,  but  I  knew  not  how  it  was 
practicable  to  get  it  about  :  as  to  the 
eatt-fide  of  the  iiland,  which  I  had 
gone  round,  I  knew  well  enough  there 
was  no  venturing  that  way  9  my  very 
heart  would  {brink,  and  my  very  blood 
run  chill,  hut  to  think  of  it  ;  and  to 
the  other  fide  of  the  ifland,  I  did  not 
know  how  it  might  be  there  j  but  fup- 
pofing  the  current  ran  with  the  fame 
force  agalnft  the  fhore  at  the  eaft,  as  it 
pa  fled  by  it  on  the  other,  I  might  run 
the  fame  rifque  of  being  driven  down 
the  ftream,  and  carried  by  the  ifland, 
as  I  had  been  before  of  being  carried 
away  from  it ;  fo,  with  thele  thoughts, 
I  contented  myfelf  to  be  without  any 
boat,  though  it  had  been  the  product 
of  fo  many  months  labour  to  make  it, 
and  of  fo  many  more  to  get  it  into  the 
lea. 

In  this  government  of  my  temper  I 
remained  near  a  year,  lived  a  v>:ryfe- 
date  retired  life,  as  you  may  well  fup- 
pofe;  and  my  thoughts,  being  very 
much  compofcd  as  to  my  condition, 
and  fully  comforted  in  refigning  my- 
felf to  the  difpofitions  of  Providence, 
I  thought  I  lived  really  very  happily 
in  all  things,  except  that  of  Ibciety. 

1  improved  myfelf,  in  this  time,  in 
all  the  mechanick  excrcifes  which  my 
neceflities  put  me  upon  applying  mylelfr 
to;  an\l,  I  believe,  could,  upon  occa- 
liun,  have  made  a  very  gofcd  carpen- 
ter, clpeciaily  cpnfitiering  novy  Jew  tools 
I  had. 

Betides  this,  I  arrived  at  an  unex- 
pected perfection  in  my  earthen -ware, 
and  contrived  well  enough  to  make 
them  with  a  wheel,  which  I  found  in- 
finitely calk-r  and  better  ;  becaufr  I 
made  tl-ings  round  and  mapeable, 
which  Ixfoit  '.vtre  filthy  things  indeed 
to  look  on.  But  I  tbjnk  I  never  was 
more  vain  of  my  own  performance,  or 
more  joyful  for  any  thing  1  found  out, 
than  f<;r  my  being  able  to  make  a 
tobacco-pipe;  and  though  it  was  a 
very  ugly  clumiy  thing  when  it  was 
done,  and  only  burnt  red  like  other 
yet,  as,  it  w.i&  hai\I  an4 
f;im 
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firm,  and  would  draw  the  fmoak,  I 
yras  exceedingly  comforted  with  it; 
for  I  had  been  always  ufed  to  fmoak, 
and  there  were  pipes  in  the.fhip;  but 
i  forgot  them  at  firft,  not  knowing 
that  there  was  tobacco  in  the  ifland  ; 
and  afterwards,  when  I  fearched  the 
mip  again,  I  could  not  come  at  any 
pipes  at  all. 

In  my  wicker-ware  I  alfo  improved 
much,  and  made  abundance  of  necef- 
fary  bafkets,  as  well  as  my  invention 
fliewed  roe,  though  not  very  handfome, 
yet  convenient  for  my  laying  things 
up  in,  or  fetching  things  home  in. 
For  example,  if  I  killed  a  goat  abroad, 
I  could  hang  it  up  in  a  tree,  flay  it,  and 
drefs  it,  and  cut  it  in  pieces,  and  bring 
it  home  in  a  bafket ;  and  the  like  by  a 
turtle,  I  could  cut  it  up,  take  out  the 
eggs,  and  a  piece  or  two  of  the  flefh, 
which  was  enough  for  me,  and  bring 
them  home  in  a  baiket,  and  leave  the 
reft  behind  me :  alfo  large  deep  bafkets 
were  my  receivers  for  my  corn,  which 
I  always  rubbed  out  as  foon  as  it  was 
dry,  and  cured  ;  and  kept  it  in  great 
bafkets  inftead  of  a  granary. 

I  began  now  to  perceive  my  powder 
abated  confiderably :  and  this  was  a 
want  which  it  was  impoflible  for  me 
to  fupply,  and  I  began  ferioufly  to 
confider  what  I  muft  do  when  I  fhould 
have  no  more  powder  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
how  I  fhould  do  to  kill  any  goats.  I 
had,  as  I  obferved  in  the  third  year  of 
iny  being  here,  kept  a  young  kid,  and 
bred  her  up  tame;  I  was  in  hopes  of 
getting  an  he-kid,  but  I  could  not  by 
any  means  bring  it  to  pafs,  till  my -kid 

frew  an  old  goat ;  and  I  could  never 
nd  in  my  heart  to  kill  her,  till  me 
died  at  laft  of  mere  age. 

But  being  now  in  the  eleventh  year 
of  my  refidence;  and,  as  I  have  laid, 
my  ammunition  growing  low,  I  fet 
myfelf  to  ftudy  fome  art  to  trap  and 
fnare  the  goats,  to  fee  whether  I  could 
not  catch  fome  of  them  alive;  and  par- 
ticularly I  wanted  a  fhe-goat  great 
with  young. 

To  this  purpofe  I  made  fnares  to 
hamper  them  ;  and  I  believe  they  were 
more  than  once  taken  in  themj  but 
my  tackle  was  not  good,  for  I  had  no 
wire.,  and  always  found  them  broken, 
and  my  bait  devoured. 

At  length  I  refolved  to  try  a  pit-fall ; 
fo  I  dug  feveral  large  pits  in  the 
earth,  in  places  where  I,  had  obferved 
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the  goats  ufed  to  feed,  and  over  thefe 
pits  I  placed  hurdles  of  my  own  mak- 
ing too,  with  a  great  weight  upon 
them;  and  fcveral  times  I  put  ears  of 
barley  and  dry  rice,  without  felting 
the  trap;  and  I  could  eafily  perceive, 
that  the  goats  had  gone  in  and  eaten 
up  the  coin,  that  I  could  fee  the  mark 
of  their  feet:  at  length,  I  fet  three 
traps  in  one  night,  and  going  the  next 
morning,  I  found  them  all  (landing, 
and  yet  the  bait  eaten  and  gone:  this 
was  very  difcouraging  j  however,  I 
altered  my  traps;  and,  not  to  trouble 
you  with  particulars,  going  one  morn- 
ing to  fee  my  traps,  I  found,  in  one 
of  them,  a  large  old  he-goat  j  and,  in 
one  of  the  other,  three  kids,  a  male  and 
two  females. 

As  to  the  old  one,  I  knew  not  what 
to  do  with  him;  he  was  fo  fierce  I 
durft  not  go  into  the  pit  to  him  ;  that 
is  to  fay,  to  go  about  to  bring  him 
away  alive,  which  was  what  I  wanted: 
I  could  have  killed  him,  but  that  was 
not  my  bufinefs,  nor  would  it  anfwer 
my  end  ;  fo  1  e'en  let  him  out,  and  he 
ran  away  as  if  he  had  been  frightened 
out  of  his  wits ;  but  I  did  not  thea 
know  what  I  aftewards  learned,  that 
hunger  would  tame  a  lion  :  if  I  had 
let  him  flay  there  three  or  four  days 
without  food,  and  then  have  carried 
him  fome  water  to  drink,  and  then  a 
little  corn,  he  would  have  been  as 
tame  as  one  of  the  kiu's  5  for  they  are 
mighty  fagacious,  tractable  creatures, 
where  they  are  well  ufed. 

However,  for  the  prefent,  I  let  him 
go,  knowing  no  better  at  that  time  j 
then  I  went  to  the  three  kids;  and, 
taking  them  one  by  one,  I  tied  them 
with  firings  together,  and  with  fome 
difficulty  brought  them  all  home. 

It  was  a  good  while  before  they 
would  feed,  but  throwing  them  fome 
fweet  corn,  it  tempted  them,  and  they 
began  to  be  tame :  and  now  I  found, 
that  if  I  expected  to  fupply  myfelf  with 
goats -flem,  when  I  had  no  powder  or 
{hot  left,  breeding  fome  up  tame  was 
my  only  way,  when  perhaps  I  might 
have  them  about  my  houfe  like  a  fiocfc 
of  meep. 

But  then  it  prefently  occurred  to 
me,  that  I  muft  keep  the  tame  from 
the  wild,  or  elie  they  would  always 
run  wild  when  they  grew  up  ;  and  the 
only  way  for  this  was  to  have  fome 
inclofed  piece  of  ground,  well  fenced 
K  either 
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either  with  hedge  or  pale,  to  keep  them 
up  fo  effectually,  that  thofe  within 
might  not  break  out,  or  thofe  without 
break  in. 

This  was  a  great  undertaking  for 
one  pair  of  hands ;  yet  as  I  faw  there 
was  an  abfolute  neceffity  of  doing  it, 
my  firit  piece  of  work  was  to  find  out 
a  proper  piece  of  ground;  viz.  where 
there  was  likely  to  be  herbage  for  thun 
to  eat,  water  for  them  to  drink,  and 
cover  to  keep  them  from  the  fun. 

Thofe  who  understand  fuch  inclo- 
fures,  will  think  I  had  very  little  con- 
trivance,  when  I  pitched  uj>on  a  place 
very  proper  for  all  thefe,  being  a  plain 
open  piece  of  meadow- land,  or  fa- 
vannah,  (as  our  people  call  it  in  the 
weftern  colonies)  which  had  two  or 
three  little  drills  of  frefh  water  in  it, 
and  at  owe  end  was  very  woody  ;  I 
lay,  they  will  fmile  at  my  forecaft, 
when  I  fhall  tell  them  I  began  my  in- 
clofmg  of  this  piece  of  ground  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  my  hedge  or  pale  muft 
have  been  at  lead  two  miles  about  j 
nor  was  the  rnadnefs  of  it  fo  great  as 
to  the  compafs  ;  for  if  it  was  ten  miles 
about,  I  was  like  to  have  time  enough 
to  do  it  in  j  but  I  did  not  confider, 
that  my  goats  would  be  as  wild  in-  fo 
much  compafs,  as  if  they  had  had  the 
whole  ifland  j  and  I  fliould  have  fo 
much  room  to  chafe  them  in,  that  I 
fliould  never  catch  them. 

My  hedge  was  began  and  carried 
on,  I  believe,  about  fifty  yards,  when 
this  thought  occurred  to  me  j  fo  I  pre- 
fently  Hopped  fliort,  and  for  the  firft 
beginning  I  refolved  to  inclofe  a  piece 
of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
in  length,  and  one  hundred  yards  in 
breath,  which,  as  it  would  maintain 
as  many  as  I  fhould  have  in  any  rea- 
fonable  time,  fo,  as  my  flock  increafed, 
I  could  add  more  ground  to  my  in- 
clofnre. 

This  was  ailing  with  fome  prudence, 
and  I  went  to  work  with  courage}  I 
•was  a'rout  three  months  hedging  in 
the  firft  piece;  and,  till  I  had  done 
it,  I  tethered  the  three  kids  in  the 
beft  part  of  it,  and  ufed  them  to  feed 
as  near  me  as  poflible,  to  make  them 
familiar  j  and  very  often  I  would  go 
and  carry  them  fome  ears  of  barley, 
or  an  handful  of  rice,  and  feed  them 
out  of  my  hand ;  fo  that  after  my  in- 
clofure  was  finiflicd,  and  I  let  them 


loofe,  they  would  follow  me  up  and 
down,  bleating  after  me  for  an  hand- 
ful of  corn. 

This  anfwered  my  end,  and  in 
abqut  a  year  and  a  half,  I  had  a  flock 
of  about  twelve  goats,  kids  and  all  ; 
nnd  in  two  years  more  I  had  three  and 
forty,  befides  feveral  that  I  took  and 
killed  for  my  food  ;  and  after  that  I 
inclofed  five  feveral  pieces  of  ground 
to  feed  them  in,  with  little  pens  to 
drive  them  into,  to  take  them  as  I 
wanted  them  j  and  gates  out  of  one 
piece  of  ground  into  another. 

But  this  was  not  all  j  for  now  I  not 
only  had  goats  flt-m  to  feed  on  when 
Ipleftfedjbutvnilk  too;  a  thing  which, 
indeed,  in  my  beginning,  I  did  not 
fo  much  as  think  of,  and  which,  when 
it  came  into  my  thoaghts,  was  really 
an  agreeable  furprizej  for  now  I  fet 
up  my  dairy,  and  had  fometimes  a 
gallon  or  two  of  milk  in  a  day.  And 
as  nature,  who  gives  fupplies  of  food 
to  every  creature,  dictates  even  natu- 
rally how  to  make  ufe  of  itj  fo  I, 
that  never  milked  a  cow,  much  lefs  a 
goat,  or  faw  butter  or  cheefe  made, 
very  readily  and  handily,  though  after 
a  great  many  eflays  and  mifcarriages, 
made  me  both  butter  and  cheefe  at  laft, 
and  never  wanted  it  afterwards. 

How  mercifully  can  onr  great  Creator 
treat  his  creatures,  even  in  thofe  condi- 
tion* in  which  they  feemed  to  be  over- 
whelmed in  deftruflion  !  How  can  he 
fweeten  the  bittereft  providences,  and 
giveuscaufe  topraife  him  for  dungeons 
and  prifons!  What  a  table  was  here 
fpread  for  me  in  a  wildernefs,  where  I 
law  nothing  at  firft  but  to  perifh  for 
hunger  ! 

It  would  have  made  a  ftoick  fmi!e, 
ro  have  feen  me  and  my  little  family  fit 
down  to  dinner  :  there  was  my  majefty, 
the  prince  and  lord  of  the  whole  Jflandj 
I  had  the  lives  of  all  my  fubjecls  at 
abfolute  command;  I  could  hang, 
draw,  give  life  and  liberty,  and  take 
it  away,  and  no  rebels  among  all  my 
fcbtefts, 

Then,  to  fee  how  like  a  king  I 
dined  too,  all  alone,  attended  by  my 
fervants  !  Pol,  as  if  he  had  been  my 
favourite,  was  the  only  pcrfon  permitted 
to  talk  to  me;  my  dog,  which  was 
now  grown  very  old  and  crazy,  and 
found  no  Ipecies  to  multiply  his  kind 
upon,  fat  always  at  my  right-hand  j 

and 
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and  two  cats,  one  on  one  fide  of  the 
table,  and  one  on  the  other,  expecting 
now  and  then  a  bit  from  my  hand,  as 
a  mark  of  fpecial  favour. 

But  thefe  were  not  the  two  cats  which 
I  brought  on  more  at  firft;  for  they 
were  both  of  them  dead,  an<f  had  been 
interred  near  my  habitation  by  my  own 
hands  ;  but  one  of  them  having  mul- 
tiplied by  I  know  not  what  kind  of 
creature,  thefe  were  two  which  I  pre- 
ferved  tame,  whereas  the  reft  ran  wild 
into  the  woods,  and  became  indeed 
troublefome  to  me  at  laftj  for  they 
would  often  come  into  my  houfe,  and 
plunder  me  too,  till  at  laft  I  was  oblig- 
ed to  flioot  them,  and  did  kill  a  great 
many;  at  length  they  left  me  with 
this  attendance,  and  in  this  plentiful 
manner  I  lived  j  neither  could  I  be 
faid  to  want  any  thing  but  fociety,  and 
of  that,  in  fome  time  after  this,  I  was 
Jike  to  have  too  much. 

I  was  fomething  impatient,  as  I  have 
obferved,  to  have  the  ufe  of  my  boat, 
though  very  loth  to  run  any  more  ha- 
$:ard  j  and  therefore,  fometimes,  I  fat 
contriving  ways  to  get  her  about  the 
ifland,  and  at  other  times  I  fat  myfelf 
down  contented  enough  without  her. 
But  I  had  a  ftrange  uneafinefs  in  my 
mind  to  go  down  to  the  point  of  the 
inland,  where,  as  I  have  laid,  in  my 
laft  ramble,  I  went  up  the  hill  to  fee 
kow  the  fhore  lay,  and  how  the  cur- 
rent fet,  that  I  might  fee  what  I  had 
to  do :  this  inclination  increafed  upon 
me  every  day,  and  at  length  I  refolved 
to  travel  thither  by  land  j  and,  fol- 
lowing the  edge  of  the  fliore,  I  did  fo : 
but  had  any  one  in  England  been  to 
meet  fuch  a  man  as  I  was,  it  muft 
either  have  frighted  him,  or  raifed  a 
great  deal  of  laughter  5  and  as  I  fre- 
quently flood  ftill  to  look  at  myfelf, 
I  could  not  but  fmile  at  the  notion  of  my 
travelling  through  Yorkshire  with  fuch 
an  equipage,  and  in  fuch  a  drefs.  Be 
plealed  to  take  a  iketch  of  my  figure, 
as  follows  ; 

t  hacl  a  great,  high,  fhapelefs  cap, 
Tna'de  of  goat's  Ikin,  with  a  flap  hang- 
ing down  behind,  as  well  to  keep  the 
fun  from  me,  as  to  Ihoot  the  rain  off 
from  running  into  my  neck  j  nothing 
being  fo  hurtful  in  thefe  climates  as  the 
ruin  upon  the  flefti  under  the  cloaths. 

I  had  a  Ihort  jacket  of  goat's  (kin, 
the  fkirts  coming  down  to  about  the 
middle  of  my  thighs  j  and  a  pair  of 


open-kneed  breeches  of  the  fame  :  the 
breeches  were  made  of  a  Ikin  of  an  old 
he-goat,  whole  hair  hung  down  fuch 
a  length  on  either  fide,  that,  like  Pan- 
taloon's, it  reached  to  the  middle  of 
my  legs.  Stockings  and  (hoes  I  had 
none  j  but  I  had  made  me  a  pair  of 
fomething,  I  fcarce  knew  what  to  call 
them,  like  bufkins,  to  flap  over  my. 
legs,  and  lace  on  either  fide  like  fpat- 
terdafhes,  but  of  a  moft  barbarous 
fliape  ;  as  indeed  were  all  the  reft  of 
my  cloaths. 

I  had  on  a  broad  belt  of  goat's  fkin 
dried,  which  I  drew  together  with  two 
thongs  of  the  fame,  inftead  of  buckles; 
and,  in  a  kind  of  a  frog  on  either  fide 
of  this,  inftead  of  a  fword  and  dagger, 
hung  a  little  faw  and  an  hatchet,  one 
on  one  fide,  one  on  the  other:  I  had 
another  belt  not  fo  broad,  and  faftened 
in  the  fame  manner,  which  hung  over 
my  moulder ;  and  at  the  end  of  it, 
under  my  left-arm,  hung  two  pouches, 
both  made  of  goat's-lkin  too  $  in  one 
of  which  hung  my  powder,  in  the 
other  my  fliot :  at  my  back  I  carried 
my  balket,  on  my  (houlder  my  gun* 
and  over  my  head  a  great,clumfy,  ugly 
goat-fkin  umbrella,  but  which,  after 
all,  was  the  moft  neceflary  thing  I  had 
about  me,  next  to  my  gun  :  as  for  my 
face,  the  colour  of  it  was  really  not 
fo  Mulatto-like,  as  one  might  expe£l 
from  a  man  not  at  all  careful  of  it, 
and  living  within  nine  or  ten  degrees 
of  the  equinox.  My  beard  I  had  once 
fuffered  to  grow  till  it  was  about  a 
quarter  of  a  yard  long  5  but  as  I  had 
both  fciffars  and  razors  fufficient,  I 
had  cut  it  pretty  fhort,  except  what 
grew  on  my  upper-lip,  which  I  had 
trimmed  into  a  large  pair  of  Mahome- 
tan whi fleers,  fuch  as  I  had  fecn  worn 
by  fome  Turks,  whom  I  law  at  Sal- 
lee  }  for  the  Moors  did  not  wear  fuch, 
though  the  Turks  did  :  of  thefe  muf- 
tachios,  or  whifkers,  I  will  not  fay 
they  were  long  enough  to  hang  my 
hat  upon  them  ;  but  they  were  of 
length  and  Ihape  monftrous  enough, 
and  fuch  as  in  England  would  have 
pa  fled  for  frightful. 

But  all  this  is  by  the  bye :  for  as  to 
my  figure,  I  had  fo  few  to  obferve  me, 
that  it  was  of  no  manner  of  confe- 
quence;  fo  I  lay  no  more  to  that  part; 
in  this  kind  of  figure  I  went  my  new 
journey,  and  was  out  five  or  fix  day^. 
I  travelled  firft  along  the  fea-fhore, 
K  i  direaiy 
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direftly  to  the  place  where  I  firft 
brought  my  boat  to  an  anchor,  to  get 
\ip  upon  the  rocks  ;  and,  having  no 
boat  now  to  take  care  of,  I  went  over 
the  land  a  nearer  way,  to  the  fame 
height  that  I  was  upon  before;  when, 
looking  forward  to  the  point  of  the 
rock  which  lay  out,  and  which  I  was 
to  double  with  my  boat,  as  I  laid 
above,  I  was  fin-prized  to  fee  the  fea  all 
fmooth  and  quiet ;  no  ripling,  no  mo- 
tion, no  current,  any  more  there  than 
in  other  places. 

I  was  at  a  ftrange  lofs  to  understand 
this,  and  refulved  to  fpend  fometime 
in  the  observing  of  it,  to  fee  if  nothing 
from  the  feis  of  the  tide  had  occafioned 
it :  but  I  was  prefently  convinced  how 
it  was,  viz.  that  the  tide  of  ebb  let- 
ting from  the  weft,  and  joining  with 
the  current  of  waters  from  fome  great 
river  on  the  fhore,  muft  be  the  occa- 
fion of  this  current ;  and  that  accord- 
ing as  the  wind  blew  more  forcibly 
from  the  weft,  or  from  the  north,  this 
current  came  near,  or  went  farther 
from  the  fhore  ;  for,  waning  there- 
abouts till  evening,  I  went  up  to  the 
rock  again,  and  then  the  tide  of  ebb 
being  made,  I  plainly  faw  the  cur- 
rent again  as  before,  only  that  it  ran 
farther  off,  being  near  half  a  league 
from  the  more  ;  whereas,  in  my  cafe, 
it  fet  clofe  upon  the  ihore,  and  hurried 
me  in  my  canoe  along  with  it,  which 
at  another  time  it  would  not  have 
done. 

This  obfervation  convinced  me,  that 
I  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  obferve  the 
ebbing  and  the  flowing  of  the  tide,  and 
J  might  very  eafily  bring  my  boat  about 
theifland  again  :  but  when  I  began  to 
think  of  putting  it  in  practice,  I  had 
fuch  a  terror  upon  my  fpirits,  at  the 
remembrance  of  the  danger  I  had  been 
in,  that  I  could  not  think  of  it  again 
with  any  patience  ;  bur,  on  the  con- 
trary, I  took  up  another  relblution, 
which  was  more  fafc,  though  more 
laborious  j  and  this  was,  that  I  would 
build,  or  rather  make  me  another  pe- 
rTagua,  or  canoe  ;  and  fo  have  one  for 
one  fide  of  the  ifland,  and  one  lor  the 
other. 

You  are  tounderftand,that  I  now  had, 
as  I  may  call  it,  two  plantations  in  the 
ifl  md  ;  one,  my  little  fortification  or 
tent,  with  the  wall  about  it,  unda  the 
rock,  with  the  cave  behind  me,  which 
by  thtis  time  J  had  inlurged  into  feveml 


apartments  or  caves,  one  within  an» 
other.  One  of  thefe,  which  was  the 
driell  and  largeft,  and  had  a  door  out 
beyond  my  wall  or  fortification,  that 
is  to  fay,  beyond  where  my  wall  join- 
ed to  the  rock,  was  all  filled  up  with 
the  large  earthen  pots,  of  which  I  have 
given  an  account,  and  with  fourteen 
or  fifteen  great  balkcts,  which  would 
hold  five  or  fix  bufhels  each,  where  I 
laid  up  my  ftores  of  provifion,  efpe- 
cially  my  corn  ;  fome  in  the  ear,  cut 
off  fhort  from  the  ftraw,  and  the  other 
rubbed  out  with  my  hand. 

As  for  my  wall,  made,  as  before, 
with  long  flakes  or  piles,  thofe  piles 
grew  all  like  trees,  and  were  Ly  this 
time  grown  fo  big,  and  ipread  fo  very 
much,  that  there  was  not  the  leait  ap- 
pearance, to  any  one's  view,  of  any 
habitation  behind  them. 

Near  this  dwelling  of  mine,  but  a, 
little  farther  within  the  land,  and  up- 
on lower  ground,  lay  my  two  pieces 
of  corn -ground  ;  which  I  kept  duly 
cultivated  and  fowed,  and  which  duly 
yielded  me  their  harveft  in  it's  feafon  ; 
and  whenever  I  had  occafion  for  more 
corn,  I  had  more  land  adjoining  as  fit 
as  that. 

Beiides  this,  I  had  my  country- feat, 
and  I  had  now  a  tolerable  plantation 
there  alfo  ;  for  firft,  I  had  my  little 
bower,  as  I  called  it,  which  I  kept  in 
repair  ;  that  is  to  fay,  I  kept  the  hedge 
which  circled  it  in,  conftantly  fitttd 
up  to  it's  ufual  height,  the  ladder  Itand- 
ing  always  in  the  infide  ;  I  kept  the 
trees,  which  at  firft  were  no  more  than 
my  Hakes,  but  were  now  grown  very 
firm  and  tall  j  I  kept  them  always  fo 
cut,  that  they  might  fprc-ad  and  grow 
thick  and  wild,  and  make  the  more 
agreeable  made,  which  th^y  did  effec- 
tually to  my  mind.  In  the  middle  of 
this  I  had  my  tent  always  lhndin<r, 
being  a  piece  of  a  fail  fpread  over  poles 
fet  up  for  that  purpofe,  and  which  ne- 
ver wanted  any  repair  or  renewing  ; 
and  under  this  I  had  made  me  a  Iquab 
or  couch,  with  the  (kins  of  the 
tures  I  had  killed,  and  with  other  loft 
things,  and  a  blanket  laid  on  them, 
fuch  as  belonged  to  cur  ! 
which  I  had  laved,  and  a  i  : 
coat  to  cover  me ;  and  here,  whenever 
1  h.id  occafion  to  be  ablent  from  my 
chief  lent,  I  took  up  my  country  ha- 
bitation. 

Adjoining  to.  this  I  had  my  inclo- 
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Cures  for  my  cattle,  that  is  to  fuy,  my 
goats  :  and  as  I  had  taken  an  incon- 
ceivable deal  of  pains  to  fence  and  in- 
clofe  this  ground,  I  was  fo  uneafy  to 
fee  it  kept  entire,  left  the  goats  fhould 
break  through,  that  I  never  left  off, 
till  with  infinite  labour  I  had  ftuck  the 
outfide  of  the  hedge  fo  full  of  final  1 
ftakes,  and  fo  near  to  one  another,  that 
it  was  rather  a  pale  than  a  hedge,  and 
there  was  fcarce  room  to  put  a  hand 
through  between  them  ;  which,  after- 
wards, when  thofe  Itakes  grew,  as 
they  all  did  in  the  next  rainy  feafon, 
made  the  inclofure  Itrong,  like  a  wall} 
indeed,  ftronger  than  any  wall. 

This  will  teftify  for  me  that  I  was 
rot  idle,  and  that  I  fpared  no  pains  to 
bring  to  pats  whatever  appeared  necef- 
fary  for  my  comfortable  fupport  ;  for 
I  confidered  the  keeping  up  a  breed  of 
tame  creatures  thus  at  my  hand,  would 
be  a  living  magazine  of  flefli,  milk, 
butter,  and  cheefe,  for  me,  as  long  as 
I  lived  in  the  place,  if  it  were  to  be 
forty  years  ;  and  that  keeping  them  in 
my  reach,  depended  entirely  upon  my 
perfecting  my  inclofures  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  I  might  be  fure  of  keeping 
them  together;  which  by  this  method, 
indeed,  I  fo  effectually  fecured,  that 
when  thefe  little  ftakes  began  to  grow,  I 
had  planted  them  fo  very  thick,  I  was 
forced  to  pull  fome  of  them  up  again. 

In  this  place  alfo  I  had  my  grapes 
growing,  which  I  principally  depend- 
ed on  for  my  winter  ftore  of  raifms, 
and  which  I  never  failed  to  preferve 
very  carefully,  as  the  beft  and  moft 
agreeable  dainty  of  my  whole  diet; 
and  indeed  they  were  not  agreeable 
only,  but  phyfical,  whokfome,  nou- 
ri fliing,  and  refrefhing  to  the  laft  de- 
gree. 

As  this  was  alfo  about  half-way  be- 
tween my  other  habitation  and  the 
place  where  I  had  laid  up  my  boat,  I 
generally  ftaid  and  lay  here  in  my 
way  thither  5  for  I  ufed  frequently  to 
vifit  my  boat,  and  I  kept  all  things 
about  or  belonging  to  her  in  very  good 
order;  fometimes  I  went  out  in  her 
to  divert  myfelf,  but  no  more  ha- 
zardous voyages  would  I  go,  nor  fcarce 
ever  above  a  ftone's  caft  or  two  from 
the  fliore,  I  was  fo  apprehenfive  of  be- 
ing hurried  out  of  my  knowledge  again 
\>y  the  currents*or  winds,  or  any  other 
accident.  But  now  I  come  to  a  new 
fcene  of  my  life. 


It  happened  one  day  about  noon, 
going  towards  my  boat,  I  was  ex- 
ceedingly furprized  with  the  print  of  a 
man's  naked  foot  on  the  ihore,  which 
was  very  plain  to  be  feen  in  the  land  : 
I  ftood  like  one  thunder- ftruck,  or  as 
if  I  had  feen  an  apparition  ;  I  liftened, 
I  looked  round  me,  I  could  hear  no- 
thing, nor  fee  any  thing  ;  I  went  up 
to  a  rifing  ground  to  look  farther  :  I 
went  up  the  Ihore,  and  down  the  ihore, 
but  it  was  all  one,  I  could  fee  no 
other  imprelTion  but  that  one.  I  went 
to  it  again  to  fee  if  there  were  any 
more,  and  to  obferve  if  it  might  not 
be  my  fancy;  but  there  was  no  room 
for  that,  for  there  w^s  exactly  the  very- 
print  of  a  foot,  toes,  heel,  .and  every 
part. of  a  foot;  how  it  came  thither  I 
knew  not,  nor  could  in  the  leait  ima- 
gine. But,  after  innumerable  flutter- 
ing thoughts,  like  a  man  perfectly  con- 
fufed,  and  out  of  myfelf,  I  came  home 
to  my  fortification,  not  feeling,  as  we 
fay,  the  ground  I  went  on,  but  terri- 
fied to  the  lalt  degree,  looking  behind 
me  at  every  two  or  three  fteps,  mif- 
taking  every  bulh  and  tree,  and  fancy- 
ing every  itump  at  a  diftance  to  be  a 
man;  nor  is  it  poflible  to  defcribe, 
how  many  various  fhapes  an  affright- 
ed imagination  reprefented  things  to 
me  in  ;  how  many  wild  ideas  were 
formed  every  moment  in  my  fancy, 
and  what  llrange  unaccountable  whim- 
fies  came  into  my  thoughts  by  the 
way  ! 

When  I  came  to  my  caftle,  for  fo  I 
think  I  called  it  ever  after  this,  I  fled 
into  it  like  one  purfued ;  whether  I 
went  over  by  the  ladder,  as  firft  con- 
trived, or  went  in  at  the  hole  in  the 
rock,  which  I  called  a  door,  I  cannot 
remember;  for  never  frighted  hare 
fled  to  cover,  or  fox  to  earth,  with 
more  terror  of  mind  than  I  to  this  re- 
treat. 

I  had  no  fleep  that  night ;  the  far- 
ther I  was  from  the  occalion  of  my 
fright,  the  greater  my  apprehenfions 
were  ;  which  is  fomething  contrary  to 
the  nature  of  fuch  things,  and  efpe- 
cially  to  the  ufual  practice  of  all  crea- 
tures in  fear.  But  I  was  fo  em  bar- 
raffed  with  my  own  frightful  ideas  of 
the  thing,  that  I  formed  nothing  but 
difmal  imaginations  to  myfelf,  even 
though  I  was  now  a  great  way  off  it. 
Sometimes  I  fancied  it  muft  be  the 
devil ;  and  region  joined  in  with  me 
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upon  this  fuppofition  :  for  how  fliould 
any  other  thing  in  human  fhape  come 
into  tlie  place  ?  Where  was  the  veflfel 
that  brought  them  ?  what  marks  were 
there  of  any  other  footfteps  ?  and  how 
was  it  poflible  a  man  fliould  come 
there  ?  But  then  to  think  that  Satan 
ihould  take  human  fliape  upon  him  in 
fuch  a  place,  where  there  could  be  no 
manner  of  occafion  for  it,  but  to  leave 
the  print  of  his  foot  behind  him,  and 
that  even  for  no  purpofe  too,  (for  he 
could  not  be  fure  I  fhould  fee  it  j)  this 
was  an  amazement  the  other  way :  I 
confidered  that  the  devil  might  have 
found  out  abundance  of  other  ways  to 
have  terrified  me,  than  this  of  the 
fmgle  print  of  a  foot;  that  as  I  lived 
quite  on  the  other  fide  of  the  ifland,  he 
would  never  have  been  fo  fimple  to 
leave  a  mark  in  a  place  where  it  was 
ten  thoufand  to  one  whether  J  mould 
ever  fee  it  or  not  ;  and  in  the  fand  too^ 
which  the  fir  ft  furge  of  the  fea  upon 
an  high  wind  would  have  defaced  en- 
tirely. All  this  feemed  inconfiftent 
with  the  thing,  itfelf,  and  with  all  no- 
tions we  ufually  entertain  of  the  fub- 
tlety  of  the  devil. 

Abundance  of  fuch  things  as  thefe 
aflifted  to  argue  me  out  of  all  appre- 
Jienflons  of  if  s  being  the'  devil :  and 
I  prefently  concluded  then,  that  it 
muft  be  fome  more  dangerous  crea- 
ture, viz.  that  it  muft  be  fome  of  the 
favages  of  the  main  land  over-againft 
me,  who  had  wandered  out  to  fea  in 
their  canoes;  and,  either  driven  by 
the  currents,  or  by  contrary  winds, 
had  made  the  ifland  j  and  had  been  on 
fhore,  but  were  gone  away  again  to  fea, 
being  as  loth,  perhaps,  to  have  ftaid  in 
this  delblate  ifland,  as  I  would  have 
been  to  have  had  them. 

While  thefe  reflexions  were  rolling 
upon  my  mind,  I  was  very  thankful 
in  my  thought,  that  I  was  fo  happy 
as  not  to  be  thereabouts  at  that  time, 
or  that  they  did  not  fee  my  boat,  by 
which  they  would  have  concluded, 
that  fome  inhabitants  had  been  in  the 
place,  and,  perhaps,  have  fearched 
farther  for  me.  Then  terrible  thoughts 
racked  my  imaginations  about  their 
having  found  my  boat,  and  that  there 
were  people  here  ;  and  that  if  fo,  I 
fhould  certainly  have  them  come  again 
in  greater  numbers,  and  devour  me ; 
that  if  it  fhould  happen  fo  that  they 
Ihould  not  find  me,  yet  they  would 


find  my  inclofure,  dcftroy  all  my  corn, 
carry  away  all  my  flock  of  tame  goats, 
and  I  fliould  perifli  at  laft  for  mere; 
want. 

Thus  my  fear  banifhed  all  my  reli- 
gious hope  ;  all  that  former  confidence 
in  God,  which  was  founded  upon  fuch 
wonderful  experience,  as  I  had  had  of 
his  goodnefs,  now  vanifhed  ;  as  if  he 
that  had  fed  me  by  miracle  hitherto, 
could  not  preferve  by  his  power  the 
provifion  which  he  had  made  for  me 
by  his  goodnefs.  I  reproached  mylelf 
with  my  eafinefs,  that  would  not  fow 
any  more  corn  one  year  than  would 
juftferve  me  till  the  next  feafon,  as  if 
ho  accident  could  intervene  to  prevent 
my  enjoying  the  crop  that  was  upon, 
the  ground;  and  this  I  thought  fo  jult 
a  reproof,  that  I  refolvcd  tor  the  fu- 
ture to  have  two  or  three  years  corn 
before-hand,  fo  that  whatever  might 
come,  I  might  not  perifli  for  want  of 
bread. 

How  ftrange  a  chequer-work  of  Pro- 
vidence is  the  life  of  man!  and  by 
what  fee  ret  differing  fprings  are  the 
affections  hurried  about,  as  differing 
circum (lances  prefent !  To-day  we  love: 
what  to-morrow  we  hale;  to-day  we 
feek  what  to-morrow  we  flum;  to- 
day we  dtfire  what  to-morrow  we  fear^ 
nay,  even  tremble  at  the  apprehen-' 
fions  of.  This  was  exemplified  in  me 
at  this  time  in  the  moft  lively  manner 
imaginable  ;  for  I,  whole  only  afflic- 
tion was,  that  I  feemed  banifhed  from 
human  fociety,  that  I  was  alone  cir- 
cumfcribed  by  the  boi.ndlefs  ocean, 
cut  off  from  mankind,  and  condemned 
to  what  I  call  a  filent  life  ;  that  I  was 
as  one  whom  Heaven  thought  not 
worthy  to  be  numbered  among  the 
living,  or  to  appear  among  the  reft  of 
his  creatures;  that  to  have  feen  one 
of  my  own  fpecies  would  have  feemed 
to  me  a  raifing  me  from  death  to  life, 
and  the  greateft  blefling  that  Heaven 
itfelf,  next  to  the  fupreme  blefling  of 
falvation,  could  beftow ;  I  fay,  that 
I  fhould  now  tremble  at  the  very  ap- 
prehenfions  of  feeing  a  man,  and  was 
ready  to  fink  into  the  ground  at  but 
the  fhadow  or  filent  appearance  of 
a  man's  having  let  his  foot  on  the 
ifland. 

Such  is  the  uneven  ftate  of  human 
life;  and  it  afforded  me  a  great  many 
curious  fpeculations  afterwards,  when 
I  had  a  little  recovered  my  firft  fur- 

prize ; 
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frrize :  I  confiderecl  that  this  was  the 
itation  of  life  the  infinitely  wife  and 
good  providence  of  God  had  deter- 
mined for  me ;  that  as  I  could  not 
forefee  what  the  ends  of  Divine  Wif- 
dom  might  be  in  all  this,  fo  I  was 
hot  to  difpute  his  fovereignty,  who, 
as  I  was  his  creature,  had  an  un- 
doubted right  by  creation  to  govern  and 
difpofe  of  me  abfolutely  as  he  thought 
fit;  and  who,  as  I  was  a  creature  who 
had  offended  him,  had  likewife  a  judi- 
cial right  to  condemn  me  to  what  pu- 
nifhment  he  thought  fit  j  and  that  it 
was  my  part  to  fubmit  to  bear  his  in- 
dignation, becaufe  I  had  finned  againft 
him. 

I  then  reflected,  that  God,  who  was 
not  only  righteous,  but  omnipotent, 
as  he  had  thought  fit  thus  to  punifh 
and  afflict  me,  fo  he  was  able  to  de- 
liver me;  that  if  he  did  not  think  fit 
to  do  it,  it  was  my  unqueftioned  duty 
to  refign  myfelf  abfolutely  and  entirely 
to  his  will  j  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  was  my  duty  alfo  to  hope  in  him, 
pray  to  him,  and  quietly  to  attend  the 
dictates  and  directions  of  his  daily  pro- 
vidence. 

Thefe  thoughts  took  me  up  many 
hours,  days,  nay,  I  may  fay,  weeks 
and  months  ;  and  one  particular  ef- 
fect of  my  cogitations  on  this  occa- 
fion,  I  cannot  omit;  viz.  one  morn- 
ing early,  lying  in  my  bed,  and  filled 
with  thoughts  about  my  danger  from, 
the  appearance  of  favages,  I  found 
it  difcompofed  me  very  much  j  upon 
which  thofe  words  of  the  Scripture 
came  into  my  thoughts,  *  Call  upon 
'  me  in  the  day  of  trouble,  and  I  will 
«  deliver  thee,  and  thou  lhalt  glorify 

*  me.' 

Upon  this,  rifing  chearfully  out  of 
my  bed,  my  heart  was  not  only  com- 
forted, but  I  was  guided  and  encou- 
raged to  pray  earneftly  to  God  for  de- 
liverance. When  I  had  done  praying, 
I  took  up  my  bible,  and  opening  it  to 
read,  the  firft  words  that  prefented  to 
me  were,  '  Wait  on  the  Lord,  and 

*  be  of    good   chear,    and    he    fhall 
'  ftrengthen  thy  heart:  wait,  I  fay,  on 

*  the  Lord.1     It  is  impodible  to  ex- 
prefs  the  comfort  this  gave  me :  and,  in 
return,    I  thankfully  laid    down   the 
book,  and  was  no  more  fad  ;  at  leaft, 
not  on  that  occafion. 

In  the  middle  of  thefe  cogitations, 
apprchenfions,  and  reflections,  it  came 
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into  my  thoughts  one  day,  that  all 
this  might  be  a  mere  chimera  of  my 
own,  and  that  this  foot  might  be  the 
print  of  my  own  foot,  when  I  came  on 
Tnore  from  my  boat.  This  cheared  me 
up  a  little  too,  and  I  began  to  perfuade 
myfelf  it  was  all  a  delufion;  that  it 
was  nothing  elf'e  but  my  own  footj 
and  why  might  not  I  come  that  way 
from  the  boat,  as  well  as  I  w*as  going 
that  way  to  the  boat?  Again,  I  con- 
fidered  alfo,  that  1  could  by  no  means 
tell  for  certain  where  I  had  trod,  and 
where  I  had  notj  and  that  if  at  laft 
this  was  only  the  print  of  my  own 
foot,  I  had  played  the  part  of  thofe 
fools,  who  ttrive  to  make  (lories  of 
fpectres  and  apparitions,  and  then  are 
themfelves  frighted  at  them  more  than 
any  body  elfe. 

Now  I  began  to  take  courage,  and 
to  peep  abroad  again;  for  I  had  not 
ftirred  out  of  my  caftle  for  three  clays 
and  nights,  fo  that  I  began  to  ftarve 
for  provifion  ;  for  I  had  little  or  no- 
thing within  doors,  but  fome  barley- 
cakes  and  water.  Then  I  knew  that 
my  goats  wanted  to  be  milked  too, 
which  ufually  was  my  evening  diver - 
fion  j  and  the  poor  creatures  were  in 
great  pain  apd  inconvenience  for  want 
of  it ;  and  indeed  it  almoft  fpoiled  fome 
of  them,  and  almoft  dried  up  their 
milk. 

Heartening  myfelf  therefore  with  the 
belief  that  this  was  nothing  but  the 
print  of  one  of  my  own  feet,  (and  fo 
I  might  be  truly  faid  to  ftart  at  my  own 
fliadow)  I  began  to  go  abroad  again, 
and  went  to  my  country-houfe  to  milk, 
my  flock;  but  to  fee  with  what  fear 
I  went  forward,  how  often  I  looked 
behind  me,  how  I  was  ready,  every 
now  and  then,  to  lay  down  my  baflcet 
and  run  for  my  life,  it  would  have 
made  any  one  have  thought  I  was 
haunted  with  an  evil  confcience,  or 
that  I  had  been  lately  moft  terribly 
frighted  ;  and  fo  indeed  I  had. 

However,  as  I  went  down  thus  two 
or  three  days,  and  having  feen  no- 
thing, I  began  to  be  a  little  bolder, 
and  to  think  there  was  really  nothing 
in  it  but  my  own  imagination  ;  but  I 
could  not  perfuade  myfelf  fully  of 
this,  till  I  fliould  go  down  to  the  mo-re 
again,  and  fee  this  print  of  a  foot, 
and  meafure  it  by  my  own,  and  fee 
if  there  was  any  fimilitude  or  fitnefs, 
that  I  might  be  afiured  it  was  my  own 

foot; 
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foot:  but  when  I  came  to  the  place 
fir(t,  it  appeared  evidently  to  me,  that 
\\hui  I  laid  up  my  boat,  I  could  not 
poflibly  be  on  (hove  aiw  where  there- 
abouts. Secondly,  when  I  came  to 
irieafure  the  mark  with  my  own  foot, 
I  found  my  foot  not  fo  large  by  a  great 
deal.  Both  thefe  things  filled  my 
Lead  with  new  imaginations,  and  gave 
me  the  vapours  again  to  the  highelt  de- 
gree j  ib  that  I  fhock  with  cold,  like 
one  in  an  ague,  and  I  went  home 
again,  filled  with  the  belief,  that  fome 
man  or  men  had  been  on  more  tlierej 
or,  in  fliort,  that  the  ifiand  was  inha- 
bited, and  I  might  be  furprized  before 
I  was  aware  ;  and  what  courie  to  take 
for  my  fecurity  I  knew  i-or. 

O  what  ridiculous  reiblutions  men 
take,  when  poflefTed  with  fear!  It  de- 
prives them  cf  the  life  of  thole  means 
which  reaibn  offers  for  their  relief. 
The  fir  It  thing  I  propofed  to  myfelf 
was,  to  throw  down  my  inclufures, 
aad  turn  all  my  tame  cattle  wild  into 
the  woods,  that  the  enemy  might  not 
tind  them,  and  then  frequent  the 
uland  in  profpect  of  the  fame  or  the 
like  booty  j  then  to  the  fimple  thing 
of  digging  up  rny  two  corn  fields,  that 
they  might  not  find  i'uch  a  grain  there, 
and  ftill  be  prompted  to  frequent  the 
ifland j  then  to  demolifh  my  bower  and 
tent,  that  they  might  not  fee  any 
veitiges  of  my  habitation,  and  be 
prompted  to  look  farther,  in  order  to 
find  out  the  pcrlbns  inhabiting. 

Thefe  were  the  fubje&s  of  the  firft 
night's  cogitation,  after  I  was  come 
home  again,  while  the  apprehenfions 
which  had  fo  over-run  my  mind  were 
freih  upon  me,  and  my  head  was  full 
of  vapours,  as  above.  Thus,  fear  of 
danger  is  ten  thoufand  times  more  ter- 
rifying than  danger  itlelf,  when  ap- 
parent to  the  eyesj  and  we  find  the 
buuien  of  anxitty  greater,  by  much, 
than  the  evil  which  we  are  anxious 
about}  but,  which  was  worle  than  all 
this,  I  had  not  that  relief  in  this  trouble 
for  the  refignation  I  tiled  to  praclife, 
that  I  hoped  to  have.  I  looked,  I 
thought,  like  Saul,  who  complained 
rot  only  that  the  Philiftines  were  upon 
him,  but  that  God  had  forfaken  him  j 
for  I  did  not  now  take  due  ways  to 
ccmpoJe  ir.y  mind,  by  crying  to  God  in 
my  diiiiefs,  and  refting  upon  his  pro- 
vidence, as  I  had  done  beiuie,  for  my 
Defence  and  deliverance;  which,  it  I  had 


done,  I  had,  at  leaf},  been  more  cheat4* 
fully  fupported  under  this  new  iiir- 
prize,  and  perhaps  carried  through  it 
with  more  refolution. 

This  confufion  of  my  thoughts  kept 
me  waking  all  night  5  but  in  the  morn- 
ing I  fell  afleep,  and  having,  by  the 
amufement  of  my  mind,  been,  as  it 
were,  tired,  and  my  fpirits  exhaufted, 
I  flept  very  foundly,  and  awaked  much 
better  competed  than  I  had  ever  been 
before :  and  now  I  began  to  think  fe- 
datelyi  and,  upon  the  utmoft  debate 
with  myfelf,  1  concluded,  that  this 
ifland,  which  was  fo  exceeding  plea- 
fant,  fruitful,  and  no  farther  from  the 
main  land  than  as  I  had  feen,  was  not 
fo  entirely  abandoned  as  I  might  ima- 
gine :  that,  although  there  were  no 
itated  inhabitants  who  lived  on  the  fpot, 
yet  that  there  might  fometimes  come 
boats  oft*  from  the  more  j  who,  either 
with  defign,  or  perhaps  never  but  when 
they  were  driven  by  crols  winds,  might 
come  to  this  place. 

That  I  had  lived  here  fifteen  years 
now,  and  had  not  met  with  the  le.aft 
fhadow  or  figure  of  any  people  before ; 
and  that  if  at  any  time  they  mould  be 
driven  here,  it  was  probable  they  went 
away  again  as  foon  as  ever  they  could, 
feeing  they  had  never  thought  fit  to 
fix  there  upon  any  occaiion  to  this 
time. 

That  the  moft  I  could  fuggeft  any 
danger  from  was,  from  any  fuch 
cafuai  accidental  landing  of  ftraggling 
people  from  the  main  j  who,  as  it  was 
likely,  if  they  were  driven  hither, 
were  here  againft  their  wills  j  fo  they 
made  no  flay  here,  but  went  off  again 
with  aH  poflible  fpeed,  Itldom  Itaying 
one  night  on  fliore,  led  they  mould 
not  have  the  help  of  the  tides  and  day- 
light back  again  j  and  that  therefore 
I  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  confider  of 
fome  1'iie  retreat,  in  cafe  I  fliould  fee 
any  favages  land  upon  the  fpot. 

Now  1  began  forely  to  repent,  that 
I  had  dug  my  cave  fo  large,  as  to 
bring  a  door  through  again,  which 
dooi,  as  1  fuid,  came  out  beyond  where 
my  fortification  joined  to  the  rock. 
Upon  maturely  conliduing  this,  there- 
fore, I  rciblvcd  to  draw  me  a  fecond 
fortification,  in  the  lame  manner  ot  a 
femi-circle,  at  a  diftancc  from  my  wall, 
ju(t  where  1  had  planted  a  double  row 
of  trees  about  twelve  years  before,  of 
which  I  made  mention.  Thefe  tiees. 

havrcg 
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having  been  planted  fo  thick  before, 
there  wanted  but  a  few  piles  to  be 
driven  betwen  them,  that  they  fliould 
be  thicker  and  Wronger,  and  my  wail 
would  be  foon  finiftied. 

So  that  I  had  now. a  double  wall, 
and  my  outer  wall  was  thickened  with 
pieces  of  timber,  old  cables,  arid  every 
thing  I  could  think  of  to  make  it 
ftrong  j  having  in  it  feven  little  holes, 
about  as  big  as  I  might  put  my  arm 
out  at.  In  the  infide  of  this  I  thicken- 
ed my  wall  to  about  ten  feet  thick, 
continually  bringing  earth  out  of  my 
cave,  and  laying  it  at  the  foot  of  the 
wall,  andwalkinguponit  j  and  through 
the  feven  holes  I  contrived  to  plant  the 
mufquets,  of  which  I  took  notice,  that 
I  got  feven  on  fliore  out  of  the  (hip  j 
thefe,  I  fay,  I  planted  like  my  cannon, 
and  fitted  them  into  frames  that  held 
them  like  a  carriage,  tKat  fo  I  could 
fire  all  the  feven  guns  in  two  minutes 
time.  This  wall  I  was  many  a  weary 
month  in  finifhing,  and  yet  never 
thought  myfelf  fafe  till  it  was  done. 

When  this  was  done,  I  ftuck  all  the 
ground  without  my  wait,  for  a  great 
way  every  way,  as  full  with  (takes  or 
flicks  of  the  ofier-like  wood,  which  I 
found  fo  apt  to  grow,  as  they  could 
wellftand;  infomuch,  that  I  believe, 
I  might  fet  in  near  twenty  thoufand  of 
them,  leaving  a  pretty  large  fpace  be- 
tween them  and  my  wall,  that  I  might 
have  room  to  fee  an  enemy,  and  they 
might  have  no  ihelter  from  the  young 
trees,  if  they  attempted  to  approach  my 
outer  wall. 

Thus,  in  two  years  time,  I  had  a 
thick  grove  j  and  in  five  or  fix  years 
time  I  had  a  wood  before  my  dwell- 
ing, grown  fo  monltrous  thick  and 
ftrong,  that  it  was  indeed  perfectly  im- 
paflablej  and  no  man,  of  what  kind 
ibever,  would  ever  imagine  that  there 
was  any  thing  beyond  it,  much  lefs 
an  habitation.  As  for  the  way  I  pro- 
pofed  myfelf  to  go  in  and  out  (for  I 
left  no  avenue)  it  was  by  fetting  two 
ladders,  one  to  a  part  of  the  rock  which 
was  low",  and  theri  broke  in^  and  left 
room  to  place  another  ladder  upon 
that}  fo  when  the  two  ladders  were 
taken  down,  no  man  living  could  come 
down  to  me  without  mifchiefing  him- 
felf  j  and  if  they  had  come  down,  they 
were  ftill  on  the  outfide  of  my  outer 
wall. 

Thus  I  took  all  the  meafures  human 


prudence  could  fuggeft  for  my  own 
prefervation  j  and  it  will  be  feen  at 
length,  that  they  were  not  altogether 
without  juft  realbn  j  though  I  forefaw 
nothing  at  that  time  mort  than  my 
mere  fear  fuggefted. 

While  this  was  doing,  I  was  not  al- 
together carelefs  of  my  other  affairs  ; 
for  I  had  a  great  concern  upon  me  for 
my  little  heixi  of  goats  j  they  were  not 
only  a  prefent  fupply  to  me  upon  every 
occafion,  and  began  to  be  fufficient  to 
me,  without  the  expence  of  powder 
and  (hot,  but  alfo  abated  the  fatigue 
of  my  hunting  after  the  wild  onesj 
and  I  was  loth  to  lofe  the  advantage  of 
them,  and  to  have  them  all  to  nurfe  up 
over  again. 

To  this  purpoTe,  after  long  con- 
fideration,  I  could  think  of  but  two 
ways  to  preferVe  them  j  one  was;  to 
find  another  convenient  place  tb  dig  a 
cave  tinder-ground,  and  to  drive  them. 
into  it  every  night  j  and  the  other  was> 
to  inclofe  two  or  three  little  bits  of 
land,  remote  from  dhe  another,  and 
as  much  concealed  as  I  could,  where 
I  might  keep  about  half  a  dozen  young 
goats  in  each  place  j  fo  that  if  any 
difafter  happened  to  the  flock  in  gene- 
ral, I  might  be  able  to  raife  them, 
again  with  little  trouble  and  time ; 
and  this,  though  it  would  require  a 
great  deal  of  time  and  labour,  I 
thought  was  the  moft  rational  dcilgiu 

Accordingly  I  fpent  Jbme  time,  to 
find  out  the  molt  retired  parts  of  the 
ifland  j  and  I  pitched  upon  one,  which 
was  as  private  indeed  as  my  heart 
could  wifh  j  for  it  was  a  little  dan:p 
piece  of  ground  in  the  middle  of  the 
hollow  and  thick  woods,  where,  as  is 
obferved,  I  almoft  loft  myfelf  once 
before,  endeavouring  to  come  back 
that  way  from  the  eaitern  part  of  the 
ifland.  Here  I  found  a  clear  piece  of 
land  near  three  acres,  fo  lurrounded 
with  woods,  that  it  was  almolt  an  in- 
clofure  by  nature)  at  leaft,  it  did  not 
want  near  fo  much  labour  to  make  it 
fo,  as  the  other  pieces  of  ground  I  had 
worked  fo  hard  at. 

I  immediately  went  to  work  with 
this  piece  of  ground 4  and  in  lefs  than  a 
month's  time- 1  had  fo  fenced  it  round, 
that  my  flock  or  herd*  call  it  which 
you  pleafe,  which  were  not  fo  wild 
now  as  at  firlt  they  might  be  fuppofed 
to  be,  were  well  enough  fecured  in  it. 
So,  without  any  farther  delay,  I  re- 
L  moved 
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moved  ten  (he- goats  and  two  he-goats 
to  this  piece  ;  and  when  they  were, 
I  continued  to  perfect  the  fence,  till  I 
had  made  it  as  fccure  as  the  other, 
which,  however,  I  did  at  more  leilure, 
and  it  took  me  up  more  time  by  a  great 
deal. 

All  this  labour  I  was  at  the  expence 
of,  purely  from   my  apprehenfions  on 
the  account  of  the  print  of  a  man's 
foot  which  J  had  feen  ;  for  as   yet  J 
never  law  any  human  creature  come 
near  the  ifland:   and  I  had  now  lived 
two    years    under    thefe   uneafmefles, 
which,  indeed,   made    my  life   much 
lefs  comfortable   than  it  was  before; 
as  may  well  be  imagined,  by  any  who 
know  what  it  is  to  live  in  the  conftant 
inare  of  the  fear  of  man  \   and  this  I 
inuft  obferve  with  grief  too,  that   the 
difcompofure  of  my  mind  had  too  great 
impreflions  alfb  upon  the  religious  part 
of  my  thoughts  ;    for  the  dread  and 
terror  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  f'a- 
vages    and  canibals    lay  fo  upon  my 
fpirits,  that  I  feldom  found  myfelf  in 
a  due  temper  for  application   to  my 
Maker;  at  leaft,  not  with  the  fedatw 
calmnefs  and  resignation  of  foul  which 
I  was  wont  to  do.     J  rather  prayed 
to  God  as  under  great  affli6tion  and 
p refill  re    «f    mind,    furrounded    with 
danger,  and  in  expectation  every  night 
of  being  murdered  and  devoured  be- 
fore morning;   and  I  mull  teftify  from 
my  experience,  that  a  temper  of  peace, 
thankfuinefs,    love   and    affection,   is 
much    the    more    proper    frame    for 
prayer  than  that  of  terror  and  difcom- 
pofure ;  and  that  under  the  dread  of 
ynifchief  impending,  a  man  is  no  more 
fit   for   a  comforting  performance  of 
the  duty  of  praying  to  God,  than  he 
is    for  repentance  on  a  lick -bed  ;   for 
thefe  difcbmpof tires  affect  the  mind  as 
the  others  do  the  body ;  and  the  dif- 
compofure of  the  mind  muft  neceflarily 
be  as  great  a  difability  as  that  ef  the 
body,   and  much  greater ;  praying  to 
God  being  properly  an  act  of  the  mind, 
not  of  the  body. 

But  to  go  on.  After  I  had  thus  fe- 
cured  one  part  of  my  little  living  flock, 
I  went  about  the  whole  ifland,  fearch- 
ing  for  another  private  place  to  make 
fuch  another  depofit ;  when  wander- 
ing more  to  the  weft  point  of  the  ifland 
than  I  had  ever  done  yet,  and  looking 
out  to  fea,  I  thought  1  faw  a  boat  upon 
the  fea,  at  a  great  distance*  I  had 


fdtmd  a  perfpective-glafs  or  two,  Jjt 
one  of  the  leamcn's  cherts,  which  I 
faved  out  of  our  (hip;  but  I  had  it 
not  about  me,  and  this  was  fo  remote, 
that  I  could  not  tell  what  to  make  Jf 
it,  though  I  looked  at  it  till  my  eyes 
were  not  able  to  look  any  longer ; 
whether  it  was  a  boat,  or  not,  1  do 
not  know;  but  as  I  defcended  from 
the  hill,  I  could  fee  no  more  of  it,  fo 
I  gave  it  over;  only  refolved  to  go  no 
more  without  a  perfpective-glafs  in  my 
pocket. 

When  I  was  come  down  the  hill 
to  the  end  of  the  ifland,  where  indeed  I 
had  never  been  before,  I  was  prefently 
convinced,  that  the  feeing  the  print  of 
a  man's  foot  was  not  fuch  a  ftrange 
thing  in  the  ifland  as  I  imagined  ; 
and,  but  that  it  was  a  fpecial  provi- 
dence that  I  was  cafl  upon  the  fide  of  the 
ifland,  where  thefavages  never  came,  I 
mould  eafily  have  known,  that  nothing 
was  more  fiequent  than  for  the  canoes 
from  the  main,  when  they  happened  to 
be  a  little  too  far  out  at  fea,  to  fhoot  over 
to  that  fide  of  the  ifland  for  harbour; 
Jikewife,  as  they  often  met,  and  fought 
in  their  canoes,  the  victors,  having 
taken  any  prifoners,  would  bring  them 
over  to  this  fliore,  where,  according 
to  their  dreadful  cuftoms,  being  all  ca- 
nibals, they  would  kill  and  eat  them. 
Of  which  hereafter. 

When  I  was  come  down  the  hill  to 
the  fliore,  as  I  f'aid  above,  being  the 
S.  W.  point  of  the  ifland,  I  was 
perfectly  confounded  and  amazed ;  nor 
is  it  poflible  for  me  to  exprefs  the  hor- 
ror of  my  mind,  at  feeing  the  more 
fpread  with  flculls,  hands,  feet,  and 
other  bones  of  human  bodies;  and, 
particularly,  I  obftrved  a  place  where 
there  had  been  a  fire  made,  and  a  circle 
dug  in  the  earth,  like  a  cock-pit, 
where  it  is  fuppoled  the  favage  wretches 
had  fat  down  to  their  inhuman  feaft- 
ings  upon  the  bodies  of  their  fellow- 
creatures. 

I  was  fo  aftonifhed  with  the  fight  of 
thefe  things,  that  I  entertained  no  no- 
tions of  any  danger  to  myfelf  from  it 
for  a  long  while  ;  all  my  appiehen- 
fions  were  buried  in  the  thoughts  of 
fuch  a  pitch  of  inhuman,  hellifh  bru- 
tality, and  the  horror  of  the  drgene- 
racy  of  human  nature;  which,  though 
I  had  heard  of  often,  yet  I  never  had 
fo  near  a  view  of  before  ;  in  fliort,  i 
turned  away  my  face  from  the  horrid 
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ipeclade ;  my  ftomach  grew  fick,  and 
I  was  juft  at  the  point  of  fainting, 
when  nature  discharged  the  diforder 
from  myftomach;  and,  having  vomit- 
ed with  an  uncommon  violence,  I  was 
a.  little  relieved,  but  could  not  bear  to 
flay  in  the  place  a  moment;  ib  I  got 
me  up  the  hill  again  with  all  the  fpeed 
I  could,  and  walked  on  towards  my 
own  habitation. 

When  I  came  a  little  out  of  that 
part  of  theifland,  Iftoodftill  a  while  as 
amazed ;  and  then  recovering  myfelf, 
I  looked  up  with  the  utmoit  affeftion 
of  my  foul,  and,  with  a  flood  of  tears 
in  my  eyes,  gave  God  thanks,  that 
had  caft  my  firft  lot  in  a  part  of  the 
world,  where  I  was  diftinguiflied  from 
inch  dreadful  creatures  as  thefe ;  and 
that  though  I  had  efteemed  my  prefent 
condition  very  miferable,  had  yet  given 
me  fo  many  comforts  in  it,  that  I  had 
itill  more  to  give  thanks  for,  than  to 
complain  of  j  and  this  above  all,  that 
J  had,  even  in  this  miferable  condi- 
tion, been  comforted  with  the  know- 
ledge of  Himlelf,  and  the  hope  of  his 
•blefiing,  which  was  a  felicity  more 
than  iufficiently  equivalent  to  all  the 
mifery  which  I  had  fuffered,  or  could 
fuffer. 

In  this  frame  of  thankfulnefs,  I 
went  home  to  my-caftle,  and  began  to 
be  much  eafier  DOW,  as  to  the  fafety 
of  my  circumftances,  than  ever  I  was 
before;  for  I  obferved,  that  thefe 
wretches  never  came  to  this  ifland  in 
iearch  of  what  they  could  get  j  per- 
ihaps  nut  feeking,  not  wanting,  or  not 
expecting  any  thing  here,;  and  having 
-often,  no  doubt,  been  up  in  the  co- 
.vered  woody  part  of  it,  without  find- 
ing any  thing  to  their  purpofe.  I 
.knew  I  had  been  here  now  almoft  eigh- 
teen years,  and  never  faw  the  leaft 
jfootfteps  cf  a  human  creature  there 
before;  and  might  be  here  eighteen 
more  as  entirely  concealed  as  I  was 
•now,  if  J  did  not  difcover  myfelf  to 
them,  which  I  had  no  manner  of  oc- 
cafion  to  do,  it  being  my  only  buiinefs 
to  keep  myfelf  entirely  concealed 
where  I  was,  unlefs  I  found  a  better 
fort  of  creatures  than  canibals  to  make 
myfelf  known  to. 

^et  I  entertained  fuch  an  abhorrence 
of  the  favage  wretches  that  I  have  been 
ipeaking  of,  and  of  the  wretched  in- 
human cultom  of  their  devouring  and 
eating  .one  another  up,  that  I  conti- 


nued penfive  and  fad,  and  kept  clofe 
within  my  own  circle  for  almoft  twd 
years  after  this.  When  I  fay  my  own, 
circle,  I  mean  by  it,  my  three  planta- 
tions; viz.  my  caftle,  my  country- 
feat,  which  I  called  ray  bower,  and 
my  inclofure  in  the  woods;  nor  did  I 
look  after  this  for  any  other  ufe,  than 
as  an  inclofure  for  my  goats ;  for  the 
averfion  which  nature  gave  me  to 
thefe  heilim  wretches  was  fuch,  that 
I  was  as  fearful  of  feeing  them,  as  of 
feeing  the  devil  himfelf ;  nor  did  I  fo 
much  as  go  to  look  after  my  boat  in 
all  this  time,  but  tx?gan  rather  to  think 
of  making  me  another;  for  I  could 
not  think  of  ever  making  any  more 
attempts  to  bring  the  other  boati-ound 
the  iiland  to  me,  leit  I  mould  meet 
with  fome  of  thofe  creatures  at  fea,  in, 
which,  if  I  had  happened  to  have  fallen 
into  their  hands,  I  knew  what  woukl 
have  been  my  lot. 

Time,  however,  and  the  fatisfaclion 
I  had,  that  I  was  in  no  danger  of  being 
difcovered  by  thefe  people,  began  to 
wear  off  my  uneafinefs  about  them  j 
and  I  began  to  live  juft  in  the  fame 
rompofed  manner  as  before  ;  only  with 
this  difference,  that  I  ufed  more  cau- 
tion, and  kept  my  eyes  more  about 
me  than  I  did  before,  led  I  fliould 
happen  to  be  feen  by  any  of  them  j 
and,  particularly,  I  was  more  cautioiis 
of  firing  my  gun,  left  any  of  them  on 
the  ifland  fliould  happen  to  hear  it.^  and 
it  was  therefore  a  very  good  provi- 
dence to  me,  that  I  had  furnifhed  my- 
felf with  a  tame  breed  of  goats^  that 
J  had  no  need  to  hunt  any  more  about 
the  woods,  or  fhoot  at  them ;  and 
if  I  did  catch  any  more  of  them  after 
this,  it  was  by  traps  and  fnares,  as  I 
had  done  before  ;  fo  that  for  two  years 
after  this,  I  believe,  I  never  fired  my 
gun  once  off,  though  I  never  went  out 
without  it;  and,  which  was  more,  as 
I  had  faved  three  piftols  out  of  the  fhip, 
I  always  carried  them  out  with  me> 
or,  at  leatt,  two  of  them,  flicking 
them  in  my  goat-fkin  belt.  I  likewife 
furbimed  up  one  of  the  great  cutlafles 
that  I  had  out  of  the  fhip,  and  made 
me  a  belt  to  put  it  in  alio  ;  fo  that  I 
was  now  a  moft  formidable  fellow  to 
look  at,  when  I  went  abroad,  if  you 
add  to  the  former  defcription  of  myfelf, 
the  particular  of  two  piftols  and  a 
great  brond-fword  hanging  at  my  fide 
in  a  belt,  b,m  without  a  fcabbard. 

1<  ^  Things 
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Things  going  on  thus,  as  I  hare 
faid,  for  fome  time,  I  feemed,  except- 
ing thefe  cautions,  to  be  reduced  to 
my  former  calm  fedate  way  of  living ; 
all  thefe  things  tending  to  (hew  me 
more  and  more  how  far  my  condition 
y/ns  from,  being  miferable,  compared 
to  fome  others  j  nay,  to  many  other 
particulars  oflife,  which  it  might  have 
pleafed  God  to  have  made  my  lot.  It  put 
ine  upon  reflecting,  how  little  repining 
there  would  be  among  mankind,  at 
any  condition  of  life,  if  people  would 
rather  compare  their  condition  with 
fhofe  that  are  worfe  in  order  to  be  thank- 
ful, than  be  always  comparing  them 
with  thofe  which  are  better,  to  aflift 
their  murmurings  and  complainings. 

As  in  my  prefent  condition  there 
were  not  really  many  things  which  I 
wanted,  fo,  indeed,  I  thought  that  the 
frights  I  had  been  in  about  thefe  fa- 
vage  wretches,  and  the  concern  I  had 
been  in  for  rny  ovyn  prefervation,  had 
taken  oft  the  edge  of  my  invention  for 
my  ovyn  conveniences,  and  I  had  dropt 
a  good  defign,  which  I  had  once  bent 
my  thought  upon  ;  and  that  was,  to 
try  if  1  could  not  make  fome  of  my 
barley  into  malt,  and  then  try  (o  brew 
rayfeif  fome  beer :  this  was  really  a 
whimfical  thought,  and  I  reproved  my- 
felf  often  for  the  umplidty  of  it  ;  for 
I  preiently  faw  there  would  be  the 
want  of  feveral  things  neceflary  to  the 
making  my  beer,  that  it  would  be  irri- 
poflible  for  me  to  fupplyj  as,  firft, 
caflcs  to  preferve  it  in,  which  was  a 
thing  that,  as  I  have  obferved  already, 
I  could  never  compafs  ;  no,  though  I 
fpent  not  only  many  days,  but  weeks, 
nay,  month?,  in  attempting  it,  but  to  no 
purpofe.  In  the  next  place,  I  had  no 
hops  to  make  it  keep,  no  yeaft  to  make 
it  work,  no  copper  or  kettle  to  make 
it  boil ;  and  yet,  had  not  all  thefe  things 
intervened,  I  mean  the  frights  and 
terrors  I  was  in  about  the  favages, 
I  had  undertaken  it,  and,  perhaps, 
brought  it  to  pafs  too  ;  for  I  feldom 
gave  any  thing  over  without  acconi- 
plifhing  it,  when  I  once  had  it  in  my 
head  enough  to  begin  it. 

But  my  invention  now  ran  finite  an- 
other way  ;  for  night  and  day  I  could 
think   of    nothing,  but  how  I   might 
,  feme  of  thefe  mongers  in  their 
l-luudy   entertainment  ;    and,  if 
porTible,    lave  the  victim    they  mould 
tring  hither  to  ddtroy.    It  would  take 


up  a  larger  volume  than  this  wholp 
work  is  intended  to  be,  to  fet  down  al| 
the  contrivances  I  hatched,  or  rather 
brooded  upon  in  my  thoughts,  for  the 
deftroying  thefe  creatures,  or  at  lead 
frightening  them,  fo  as  to  prevent  their 
coming  hither  any  more  :  but  all  was 
abortive;  nothing  could  be  poflible  to 
take  effect,  unlefs  I  was  to  be  there  to 
do  it  myfelf'j  and  what  could  one 
man  do  among  them,  when  perhaps 
there  might  be  twenty  or  thirty  of 
them  together,  with  their  darts,  or 
their  bows  and  arrows,  with  which 
they  could  fhoot  as  true  to  a  mark  as 
I  could  with  my  gun  ? 

Sometimes  I  contrived  to  dig  a  hole 
under  the  place  where  they  made  their 
fire,  and  put  in  five  or  fix  pounds  of 
gunpowder;  which,,  when  they  kind- 
led their  fire,  would  confequently  take 
fire,  and  blowup  all  that  was  near  it: 
but,  as  in  the  firft  place  I  mould  be 
very  loth  to  wafte  fo  much  powder 
upon  them,  my  ftore  being  now  with- 
in the  quantity  of  a  barrel;  fo  neither 
could  I  be  fure  of  it's  going  off  at  any 
certain  time,  when  it  might  furprize 
them;  and,  at  bed,  that  it  would  do 
little  more  than  juft  blow  the  fire  a- 
bout  their  ears,  and  fright  them,  but 
not  fufficient  to  make  them  forfake  the 
place  ;  fo  I  laid  it  afide  ;  and  then  pro- 
poled,  that  I  would  place  myfelf  in 
ambufti,  in  fome  convenient  place, 
with  niy  three  guns  all  double  loaded, 
and,  in  the  middle  of  their  bloody  ce- 
remony, let  fly  at  them,  when  I  mould 
be  fure  to  kill  or  wound  perhaps  two 
or  three  at  every  moot;  and  then  fall- 
ing in  upon  them  with  my  three  pif- 
tols,  and  my  fword,  I  made  no  doubt 
but  that,  if  there  were  twenty,  I  mould 
kill  them  all  :  this  fancy  pleaitd  my 
thoughts  for  fome  weeks  j  and  I  was 
fo  full  of  it,  that  I  often  dreamed  of  it  ; 
and  fometimes,  that  I  was  juft  going 
to  let  fly  at  them  in  my  deep. 

I  went  fo  far  with  it  in  my  indig- 
nation, that  I  employed  myfelf  feveral 
days,  to  find  out  proper  places  to  put 
myfelf  in  ambufcade,  as  I  faid,  to 
watch  for  them  ;  and  I  went  frequent- 
ly to  the  place  itfelf,  which  was  now 
grown  more  familiar  to  me;  and  cfpc- 
cially  while  my  mind  was  thus  filled 
with  thoughts  of  revenge,  and  of  a 
bloody  putting  twenty  or  thirty  of 
them  to  the  fword,  as  I  may  call 
it  j  but  the  horror  I  had  at  the 

place, 
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place,  and  at  the  (Ignals  of  the  barba- 
rous wretches  devouring  one  another, 
abated  my  malice. 

Well,  at  length,  I  found  a  place  in 
the  fide  of  the  hill,  where  I  was  fatis- 
fied  I  might  fecurely  wait  till  I  faw  any 
of  the  boats  coming}  and  might  then, 
even  before  they  would  be  ready  to 
come  on  more,  convey  myfelf  unfeen 
into  thickets  of  trees,  in  one  of  which 
there  was  an  hollow  large  enough  to 
conceal  me  entirely;  and  where  I 
might  fit  and  obferve  all  their  bloody 
doings,  and  take  my  full  aim  at  their 
heads,  when  they  were  fo  clofe  toge- 
ther as  that  it  would  be  next  to  im- 
pofTible  that  I  mould  mifs  my  moot, 
or  that  I  could  fail  wounding  three  or 
four  of  then!  at  the  firft  (hoot. 

In  this  place,  then,  I  refolved  to  fix 
my  defign  j  and  accordingly  I  pre- 
pared two  mufquets,  and  my  ordinary 
fowling-piece.  The  two  mufquets  I 
Joaded  with  a  brace  of  flugs  each,  and 
four  or  five  fmaller  bullets,  about  the 
fize  of  piffol-bullets  j  and  the  fowl- 
ing-piece I  loaded  with  near  an  nand- 
ful  offwan-fhot,  of  the  largeft  fize  j  I 
aifo  loaded  my  piftols  with  about  four 
bullets  each  :  and  in  this  pofture,  well 
provided  with  ammunition  for  a  fe- 
cond  and  third  charge,  I  prepared  my- 
felf for  my  expedition. 

After  I  had  thus  laid  the  fcheme  for 
my  defign,  and,  in  my  imagination, 
put  it  in  practice,  I  continually  made 
my  tour  every  morning  up  to  the  top 
of  the  hill,  which  was  from  my  caftle, 
as  I  called  it,  about  three  miles,  or 
more,  to  fee  if  I  could  obferve  any 
boats  upon  the  fea,  coming  near  the 
jfland,  or  ftanding  over  towards  it ; 
but  I  began  to  tire  of  this  hard  duty, 
after  I  had  for  two  or  three  months 
conftantly  kept  my  watch  ;  but  came 
always  back  without  any  difcovery, 
there  having  not,  in  all  that  time, 
been  the  leaft  appearance,  not  only  on 
or  near  the  more,  but  not  on  the  whole 
ocean,  fo  far  as  my  eyes  or  glaffes 
could  reach  every  way. 

As  long  as  I  kept  up  my  daily  tour 
to  the  hill,  to  look  out,  fo  long  alfo 
J  kept  up  the  vigour  of  my  defign, 
and  my  fpirits  feemed  to  be  all  the 
v/hile  in  a  fuitable  frame  for  fo  out- 
rageous an  execution  as  the  killing 
twenty  or  thirty  naked  favages,  for  an 
offence  which  I  had  not  at  all  enter- 
ed into  a  difcufllon  of  in  my  thoughts, 


any  farther  than  my  paflions  were  at 
firft  fired  by  the  horror  I  conceived  at 
the  unnatural  cuftom  of  the  people  of 
that  country,  who,  it  feems,  had  been 
fuffered   by  Providence,    in    his   wiie 
difpofition  of  the  world,  to  have  no 
other  guide  than  that  of  their  own  abo- 
minable  and  vitiated  pafilons  j    and, 
confequently,  were  left,  and  perhap* 
had  been  for  fome  ages,  to  a£l  fuch 
horrid  things,  and  receive  fuch  dread- 
ful cuftoms,  as  nothing  but  nature, 
entirely   abandoned  of  Heaven,    and 
actuated  by  fome  hellifh  degeneracy, 
could  have  run  them  into :  but  now, 
when,  as  I  have  faid,  I  began  to  be 
weary  of  the  fruitleisexcurfions  which 
I  had  made  fo  long,  and  fo  far,  every 
morning,  in  vain  ;  fo  my  opinion  of  the 
aclion  itfelf  began  to  alter  ;  and  I  be- 
gan, with  cooler  and  calmer  thoughts, 
to  confider  what  it  was  I  was  going 
to  engage  in  j  what  authority  or  call 
I  had,    to    pretend  to  be  judge  and 
executioner  Upon  thefe  men  as  crimi- 
nals, whom  Heaven  had  thought  fit, 
for  fo  many  ages,  to  fuffer,  unpunifh- 
ed,  to  go  on,  and  to  be,  as  it  were, 
the  executioners  of  his  judgments  up- 
on one  another;    alfo  how  far  thefe 
people  were  offenders  againll  me,  and 
what   right   I   had  to  engage  in   the 
quarrel    of  that   blood,    which    they 
had  fhed  promifcuoufly  one  upon  an- 
other.   I  debated  this  very  often  with 
myfelf  thus  :  «  How  do  I  know  what 
God  himfelf  judges  in  this    parti- 
cular cafe  ?     It  is  certain  thefe  peo- 
ple do  not  commit  this  as  a  crime  j 
it  is    not   againft   their   own    con- 
fciences  reproving,  or  their  light  re- 
proaching them.  They  do  not  know 
it  to  be  an  offence,  and  then  commit 
it  in  defiance  of  Divine  Juftice,  as  we 
do  in  almott  all  the  fins  we  commit. 
They  think  it  no  more  :i  crime  to 
kill  a  captive  taken  in  war,  than  we 
do  to  kill  an  ox  j  nor  to  eat  human, 
flefh,  than  we  do  to  eat  mutton.' 
When  I  had  confidered  this  a  little, 
it  followed  H'.   -lidi  :!y,  that  I  was  cer- 
tainly in  the  wron^  in  it  j  that  thefe 
people  were  not  murderers  in  the  fenfe 
that  I  had  before  condemned  them  in 
my    thoughts,    any   more  than    thofe 
Chriftians  were  murderers,  who  often 
put  to  death  the  prifoners  tak^n  in  bat- 
tle,   or  more  frequently,  upon  many 
occafions,  put  whole  troops  of  men  to 
the    fvvord,    without  giving   quarter, 
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though  they  threw  down  their  arms 
and  Submitted. 

In  the  next  place,  it  occurred  to  me, 
that  albeit  the  uiagt  they  gave  one  ano- 
ther was  thus  biutifh  and  inhuman, 
yet  it  was  really  nothing  to  me :  th^fe 
people  had  done  me  no  injury  j  that  if 
they  attempted  me,  or  I  faw  it  necef- 
laiy  for  my  immediate  prelervation  to 
fall  upon  them,  fomething  might  be 
faid  for  it$  but  that  J  was  yet  out  of 
their  power,  and  they  had  really  no 
fcnowledge  of  me,  and  confcquently 
no  dcfign  upon  me  ;  and  therefore  it 
could  not  be  juil  for  me  to  fall  upon 
them  :  that  this  would  juftify  the  con- 
duct of  the  Spaniards,  in  all  their  bar- 
bar' lies  pracliied  in  America,  where 
they  deftroyed  millions  of  thefe  peo- 
ple j  who,  however  they  were  idolaters 
and  barbarians,  and  had  feveral  bloody 
and  barbarous  rites  'in  their  cufloms, 
fuch  as  facrificing  human  bodies  to 
their  idols,  were  yet,  as  to  the  Spa- 
niards, very  innocent  people  j  and  that 
the  rooting  them  out  of  the  country  is 
fpoken  or  with  the  utmoli  abhorrence 
and  deteftation,  even  by  the  Spaniards 
them/elves,  at  this  time,  and  by  : 
other  Chriftian  nations  of  Europe,  as 
a  mere  butchery,  a  bloody  and  unna- 
tural piece  of  cruelty,  unjuftifiable 
either  to  God  or  man  j  and  fuch  as 
for  which  the  very  name  of  a  Spaniard 
is  reckoned  to  be  frightful  and  terrible 
to  all  people  of  humanity,  or  of  Chrif- 
tian companion  ;  as  if  the, kingdom  of 
Spain  were  particularly  eminent  for 
the  product  of  a  race  of  men,  who 
•were  without  principles  of  tendernefs, 
or  the  common  bowels  of  pity  to  the 
iniiuahlc,  which  is  reckoned  to  be  a 
mark  of  a  generous  temper  in  the 
mind. 

Thefe  confiderations  really  put  me 
to  a  paufe,  and  to  a  kind  of  a  fiiU 
ftop;  and  I  began  by  little  and  little 
to  be  off  of  my  delign,  and  to  conclude 
I  had  t:».ken  wrong  meafures  in  my  re- 
iolutions  to  attack  the  favagesj  that 
not  my  bufinefs  to  meddle  with 
them,  unlefs  they  fir  ft  attacked  me, 
and  this  it  was  my  bufinefs,  if  pof- 
;o  prevent  ;  but  that,  if  I  were 
discovered  and  attacked,  then  I  knew 
jmy  duty. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  argued  with 
myfelf,  that  this  really  was  the  way 
rot  to  deliver  myfelf,  but  entirely  to 

ir;  ar.d  dcftroy  myfelf  j  for  unlefs  I 


was  fare  to  kill  every  cnc  that  not  only 
fhould  be  on  more  at  that  time,  hut 
that  fhould  ever  come  on  fliore  after* 
wards;  if  but  one  of  them  efcaped  to 
tell  their  country -people  what  had  hap- 
pened, they  would  come  over  again 
by  .thoufands  to  revenge  the  death  of 
their  fellows  j  and  I  fhould  only  bring 
upon  myfelf  a  certain  deilruclion,  which 
at  prefent  J  had  no  manner  of  occafion 
for. 

Upon  the  rrhole,  I  concluded,  that, 
neither  in  principles  nor  in  policy,  I 
oughc  one  way  or  other  to  concern  my- 
felf in  this  affair:  that  uiy  bufinefs 
was,  by  all  poiiibic  means,  to  conceal 
myielf  from  thein,  and  not  to  leave 
the  leaft  fignal  to  them  to  guefs  by, 
that  there  were  any  living  crenturej 
upon  the  iiland ,  I  mean,  of  human 
Aiape. 

Religion  joined  in  with  this  pru- 
dential, and  I  was  convinced  now, 
many  ways,  that  I  was  pcrfeclly  out 
of 'my  duty,  when  I  was  laying  all 
my  bloody  ichemes  for  the  deitruition 
of  innocent  creatures  ;  I  mean,  inno- 
cent as  to  me:  as  to  the  crimes  tLy 
were  guilty  of  towards  one  another, 
I  had  nothing  to  do  with  them;  there 
were  national  puniihmems  to  make  a 
juft  retribution  for  national  offences  ; 
and  to  bring  publick  judgments  upon 
thofe  who  offend  in  a  puhlick  manner, 
by  fuch  ways  as  beft  pleafe  God. 

This  appeared  fo  clear  to  me  now, 
that  nothing  was  a  greater  iatis^.ciiun 
to  me,  than  that  I  had  not  been  fuf- 
fered  to  do  a  thing  which  I  now  faw 
fo  much  reafon  to  believe  would  have 
been  no  lei's  a  fin,  than  that  of  wilful 
murder,  if  I  had  committed  it;  and  I 
gave  molt  humble  thanks  on  my  knees 
to  God,  that  had  thus  delivered  me 
from  blood-guiltinels;  bofeeching  him 
to  grant  me  the  protection  of  his  pro- 
vidence, that  I  might  not  fall  into  the 
hands  of  barbarians  ;  or  that  I  might 
not  lay  my  hands  npuii  them,  unlefs 
I  had  a  morecic.ii  .11  fi  GUI  Heaven  to 
do  it,  in  defence  of  my  own  life. 

In  this  difpolition  I  continued  for 
near  a  year  after  this  ;  anil  lo  far 
was  I  from  defiring  :in  occafion  for 
falling  upon  thcie  wretches,  that  in 
all  that  time  I  never  once  went  up 
the  hill  to  fee  wluther  there  were  any 
of  them  in  light,  or  to  know  whether 
any  of  them  hack  been  on  fhore  there 
or  not  j  thut  I  might  not  be  t 
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to  renew  any  of  my  contrivances  againft 
them,  or  be  provoked  by  any  advan- 
tage which  might  prefent  itfelf,  to  fall 
upon  them  :  only  this  I  <\id  •>  I  went 
and  removed  my  boat,  which  I  had 
on  the  other  fide  the  ifland,  and  car- 
ried it  down  to  the  eaft-end  of  the 
•whole  iflund,  where  I  ran  it  into  a 
little  cove  which  I  found  under  fome 
high  rocks,  and  where  I  knew,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  currents,  the  favages  durft 
not,  at  leaft  would  not,  come  with 
their  boats,  upon  any  account  whatfo- 
ever. 

With  my  boat  I  carried  away  every 
thing  that  I  had  left  there  belonging 
to  her,  though  not  neceffary  for  the 
bare  going  thither  j  viz.  a  maft  and 
fail,  which  I  had  made  for  her,  and 
a  thing  like  an  anchor,  but,  indeed, 
which  could  not  be  called  either  anchor 
or  grappling  j  however,  it  was  the  belt 
I  could  make  of  it's  kind.  All  thefe 
I  removed,  that  there  might  not  be-t-he 
leaft  fliadow  of  any  difcovery,  or  any 
appearance  of  any  boat  or  of  any  ha- 
bitation upon  the  .ifland. 

Beiicles  this,  I  kept  myfelf,  as  I 
faid,  more  retired  than  ever,  and  feldom 
went  from  my  cell,  other  than  upon 
my  conltant  employment,  viz.  to  milk 
my  {he-goats,  and  manage  my  little 
flock  in  the  wood  j  which,  as  it  was 
quite  on  the  other  part  of  the  ifland, 
was  quite  out  of  danger :  for  certain 
it  is,  that  thefe  favage  people,  who 
Ibmetimes  haunted  this  ifland,  never 
came  with  any  thoughts  of  finding  any 
thing  here,  and  consequently  never 
wandered  off  from  the  coaft  j  and  I 
doubt  not,  but  they  might  have  been 
Several  times  on  inore,  after  my  appre- 
henfions  of  them  had  made  me  cau- 
tious, as  well  as  before  j.  and,  indeed, 
I  looked  back  with  fome  horror  upon 
the  thoughts  of  what  my  condition, 
would  have  been,  if  I  had  chopped 
upon  them,  and  been  discovered  before 
that,  when  naked  and  unarmed,  except 
with  one  gun,  and  that  loaded  often 
only  with  fmall  /hot.  I  walked  every 
where,  peeping  and  peering  about  the 
ifland,  to  fee  what  I  could  get :  what 
a  furprize  ihould  I  have  been  in,  if, 
when  I  difcovered  the  print  of  a  man's 
foot,  I  had  inftead  of  that  feen  fifteen 
er  twenty  favages,  and  found  them 
purfuingmej  and,  by  the  fwiftnefs  of 
their  running,  no  poflibility  of  my 
escaping  them  1 


The  thoughts  of  this  fometnnes  funk; 
my  very  foul  within  me,  and  diftrefied 
my  mind  fo  much,  that  I  could  not 
foon  recover  it}  to  think  what  I  (hould 
have  done,  and  how  I  not  only  Ihoul4 
not  have  been  able  to  re  lift  them,  but 
even  (bould  not  have  had  prefence  of 
mind  enough  to  do  what  I  might  have 
donej  much,  lefs,  what  now,  after  fo 
much  conmleration  and  preparation, 
I  might  be  able  to  do.  Indeed,  after 
ferious  thinking  of  thefe  things,  I 
would  be  very  melancholy,  and  ibme- 
times  it  would  lalt  a  great  while  5  but 
I  refolved  it  at  laft  all  into  thankfulness 
to  that  Providence  which  had  delivered 
me  from  fo  many  unfeen  dangers, 
and  had  kept  me  from  thofe  milchiefs 
which  I  could  no  way  have  been  the 
agent  in  delivering  myfelf  from  j  be- 
caufe  I  had  not  the  leaft  notion  of  any 
fuch  thing  depending,  or  the  leaft  fup- 
pofition  of  it's  bping  poflible, 

This  renewed  a  conternplation,which 
often  had  come  to  my  thoughts  in  for- 
mer time,  when  firft  I  began  to  fee 
the  merciful  difpoiitions  of  Heaven  in 
the  dangers  we  run  through  in  this 
Lfe  j  how  wonderfully  we  are  deliver- 
ed when  we  know  nothing  of  it  :  how 
when  we  are  in  a  quandary,  (as  we  call 
it)  a  doubt  or  helitation,  whether  to 
go  this  way  or  that  way,  a  fecret  hint 
mall  direct  us  this  way,  when  we  in- 
tended to  go  that  way  j  nay,  when 
fenfe,  our  own  inclination,  and  per- 
haps bufmefs,  has  called  to  go  the 
other  way,  yet  a  ftrange  imprefiioa 
upon  the  mind,  from  we  know  not 
what  fprings,  and  by  we  know  not 
what  power,  (hall  over-rule  us  to  go 
this  way ;  and  it  (hall  afterwards  ap- 
pear, that  had  we  gone  that  way  which 
we  would  have  gone,  and  even  to  our 
imagination  ought  to  have  gone,  we 
fhould  have  been  ruined an-d  loft  :  upon 
thefe,  and  many  like  reflections,  I  af- 
terwards made  it  a  certain  rule  with 
me,  that  whenever  I  found  thofe  fecret 
hints,  or  prefiings  of  my  mind,  to  do- 
ing or  not  doing  any  thing  that  prefent- 
ed,  or  to  going  this  way  or  that  way, 
I  never  failed  to  obey  the  fecret  dic- 
tate j  though  I  knew  no  other  reaibn 
for  it,  than  that  fuch  a  preifure,  or 
fuch  an  hint,  hung  upon  my  mind. 
I  could  give  many  examples  of  the 
fuccefs  of  this  conduct  in  the  courfe  of 
my  life;  but  more  efpechlly  in  the 
lattsr  part  of  my  inhabiting  this  un- 
happy 
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happy  ifland  ;  befides  many  occafions 
which  it  is  very  likely  I  might  have 
taken  notice  of,  if  I  had  feen  with  the 
fame  eyes  then  that  I  faw  with  now  : 
but  it  is  never  too  late  to  be  wifej  and 
I  cannot  but  advife  all  confidering 
men,  whole  lives  are  attended  with 
fuch  extraordinary  incidents  as  mine, 
or  even  though  rot  fo  extraordinary, 
not  to  flight  fuch  fecret  intimations  of 
Providence,  let  them  come  from  what 
invifible  intelligence  they  will  j  that  I 
fhall  not  difcuis,  and  perhaps  cannot 
account  for  j  but  certainly  they  are  a 
proof  of  the  converfe  of  fpirits,  and  the 
fecret  communication  between  thofe 
embodied,  and  thofe  unembodied  j  and 
fuch  a  proof  as  can  never  be  withltood  : 
of  which  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  give 
fome  very  remarkable  inftances,  in  the 
remainder  of  my  folitary  relidence  in 
this  difmal  place. 

I  believe  the  reader  of  this  will  not 
think  it  ftrange,  if  I  confefs  that  thefe 
anxieties,  thefe  conftant  dangers  I  lived 
in,  and  the  concern  that  was  now  upon 
me,  put  an  end  to  all  invention,  and 
to  all  the  contrivances,  that  I  had  laid 
for  my  future  accommodations  and 
conveniences.  I  had  the  care  of  my 
jfafety  more  now  upon  my  hands  than 
that  of  my  food.  I  cared  not  to  drive 
a  nail,  or  chop  a  flick  of  wood  now, 
for  fear  the  noife  I  fliould  make  fhould 
be  heard  ;  much  lefs  would  I  fire  a 
gun,  for  the  fame  reafon  j  and,  above 
all,  I  was  very  uneafy  at  making  any 
fire,  left  the  fmoke,  which  is  vifible 
at  a  great  diftance  in  the  day,  mould 
betray  me  j  and  for  this  reafon  I  re- 
moved that  part  of  my  bufmefs  which 
required  fire,  fuch  as  burning  of  pots 
and  pipes,  &c.  into  my  new  apart- 
ment in  the  woods}  where,  after  I 
had  been  fome  time,  I  found,  to  my 
xinfpeakable  confolation,  a  mere  natu- 
ral cave  in  the  earth,  which  went  in  a 
vaft  way,  and  where,  I  dare  fay,  no 
favage,  had  he  been  at  the  mouth  of 
it,  would  be  fo  hardy  as  to  venture  in; 
nor,  indeed,  would  any  man  elfe,  but 
one  who,  like  me,  wanted  nothing  fo 
much  as  a  fafe  retreat. 

The  mouth  of  this  hollow  was  at 
the  bottom  of  a  great  rock,  where,  by 
mere  accident,  (I  would  fay,  if  I  did 
not  fee  an  abundant  reafon  to  afcribe 
.all  fuch  things  now. to  Providence)  I 
was  cutting  down  fome  thick  branches 
of  tiGfts  to  make  charcoal*— and,  before 


I  go  on,  I  muft  obferve  the  reafon  of 
my  making  this  charcoal  j  which  was 
thus. 

I  was  afraid  of  making  a  fmoke  a- 
bout  my  habitation,  as  I  faid  before  5 
and  yet  I  could  not  live  there  without 
baking  my  bread,  cooking  my  meat, 
&c.  fo  I  contrived  to  burn  fome  wood 
here,  as  I  had  feen  done  in  England 
under  turf,  till  it  became  chark,  or 
dry  coal  j  and  then  putting  the  fire 
out,  I  preserved  the  coal  to  carry  home, 
and  perform  the  other  fervices,  which 
fire  was  wanting  for  at  home,  without 
danger  or  fmoke. 

But  this  by  the  bye.  While  I  was 
cutting  down  fome  wood  here,  I  per- 
ceived that  behind  a  very  thick  branch 
of  low  brufh-wood,  or  under-wood, 
there  was  a  kind  of  hollow  place :  I 
was  curious  to  look  into  it  j  and  get- 
ting, with  difficulty,  into  the  mouth 
of  it,  I  found  it  was  pretty  large, 
that  is  to  fay,  fuffieient  for  me  to 
ftand  upright  in,  and  perhaps  another 
with  me  j  but  I  muft  confefs  to  you, 
I  made  more  hafte  out  than  I  did  in  j 
when  looking  farther  into  the  place, 
which  was  perfectly  dark,  I  faw  two 
broad  fhining  eyes  of  fome  creature, 
whether  devil  or  man,  I  knew  not, 
which  twinkled  like  two  ftars,  the  dim 
light  from  the  cave's  mouth  mining 
directly  in,  and  making  the  reflexion. 

However,  after  fome  paufe,  I  re- 
covered myfelf,  and  began  to  call  my- 
felf  a  thouiand  fools,  and  tell  myfelf, 
that  he  that  was  afraid  to  fee  the  devil, 
was  not  fit  to  live  twenty  years  in  an 
ifland  all  alone,  and  that  I  durft  to 
believe,  there  was  nothing  in  this  cave 
that  was  more  frightful  than  myfelf: 
upon  this,  plucking  up  my  courage, 
I  took  up  a  large  firebrand,  and  in  I 
ruftied  again,  with  the  ftick  flaming  in 
my  hand  :  I  had  not  gone  three  (teps 
in,  but  I  was  almolt  as  much  fright- 
ened as  I  was  before  j  for  I  heard  a 
very  loud  figh,  like  that  of  a  man  in 
fome  pain  ;  and  it  was  followed  by  a 
broken  noife,  as  if  of  words  half  ex* 
prefled,  and  then  a  deep  figh  again. 
I  ftepped  back,  and  was  indeed  ftruck 
with  fuch  a  furprize,  that  it  put  me 
into  a  cold  fwcat  j  and  if  I  had  had  a 
hat  on  my  head,  I  will  not  aniwer  for 
it,  that  my  hair  might  not  have  lilted 
it  off.  But  ftill  plucking  up  my  fpi- 
rits as  well  as  I  could",  and  encou- 
raging myfelf  a  little,  with  confider* 
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ing  that  the  power  and  prefence  of 
God  was  every  where,  and  was  able 
to  protect  me  j  upon  this  I  ftepped 
forward  again,  and  by  the  light  of  the 
firebrand,  holding  it  up  a  little  over 
my  head,  I  law  lying  on  the  ground 
a  moft  monitions  frightful  old  he-goat, 
jutt  making  his  will,  as  we  fay,  gafp- 
ingfor  life,  and  dying  indeed  of  mere 
old  age. 

I  itirred  him  a  little,  to  fee  if  I 
could  get  him  out  ;  and  he  eflayed  to 
get  up,  but  was  not  abletoraife  him- 
ielf:  and  I  thought  with  myfelf,  he 
might  e'en  lie  there  j  for  if  he  had 
frightened  me  fo,  he  would  certainly 
fright  any  of  the  favages,  if  any  of 
them  mould  be  fo  hardy  as  to  come  in 
there  while  he  had  any  life  in  him. 

I  was  now  recovered  from  my  fur- 
prize,  and  began  to  look  round  me, 
when  I  found  the  cave  was  but  very 
fmall;  that  is  to  fay,  it  might  be  about 
twelve  feet  over,  but  in  no  manner  of 
fhape,  either  round  or  fquare,  no  hands 
having  ever  been  employed  in  making 
it  but  thofe  of  mere  nature  :  I  obferved 
alib,  that  there  was  a  place  at  the 
farther  fide  of  it  that  went  in  farther, 
but  fo  low,  that  it  required  me  to  creep 
upon  my  hands  and  knees  to  get  into 
it  j  and  whither  it  went,  I  knew  not : 
Jfo  having  no  candle,  I  gave  it  over  for 
fome  time,  but  refolved  to  come  again 
the  next  day,  provided  with  candles  and 
a  tinder-box,  which  I  had  made  of  the 
lock  of  one  of  the  mufquets,  with  fo  me 
wildfire  in  the  pan. 

Accordingly,  the  next  day,  I  came 
provided  with  fix  large  candles  of  my 
own  making,  for  I  made  very  good 
candles  now  of  goats  tallow  j  and,  go- 
ing into  this  low  place,  I  was  obliged 
to  creep  upon  aH  fours,  as  I  have  faid, 
almoft  ten  yards  ;  which,  by  the  way, 
I  thought  was  a  venture  bold  enough, 
confidering  that  I  knew  net  how  far 
it  might  go,  or  what  was  beyond  it : 
when  I  was  got  through  the  rtrait,  I 
found  the  roof  rofe  higher  up,  I  be- 
lieve near  twenty  feet  j  but  never  was 
fuch  a  glorious  light  leen  in  the  ifland, 
I  dare  fay,  as  it^was,  to  look  round 
the  fides  and  roof  of  this  vault  or  cave: 
.the  walls  reflected  an  hundred  thoufand 
lights  to  me  from  my  two  candles  j 
what  it  was  in  the  rock,  whether  dia- 
monds, or  any  other  precious  ftones, 
or  gold,  which  I  rather  fuppofed  it  tp 
be,  I  knew  not. 

place  I  was  in  was  a  moll  de- 


lightful cavity,  or  grotto,  of  it's  kind, 
as  could  be  expected,  though  perfectly 
dark  j  the  floor  was  dry  and  level,  and 
had  a  fort  of  fmall  loofe  gravel  upon 
it  j  fo  that  there  was  no  naufeous  crea- 
ture to  be  feen  j  neither  was  there  any 
damp  or  wet  on  the  fides  of  the  roof : 
the  only  difficulty  in  it  was  the  en- 
trance, which,  however,  as  it  was  a 
place  of  fecurity,  and  fuch  a  retreat 
as  I  wanted,  J  thought  that  was  a  con- 
.venience  ;  fo  that  I  was  really  rejoiced 
at  the  difcovery,  and  refolved,  with- 
out any  delay,  to  bring  fome  of  thofe 
t^hrngs  which  I  was  moil  anxious  about 
to  this  place  j  particularly,  I  refolved 
to  bring  hither  my  magazine  of  pow- 
der, and  all  my  fpare  arms,  viz.  two 
fowling-pieces,  (for  I  had  three  in 
all)  and  three  mufquets,  (for  of  them 
I  had  eight  in  all ;)  fo  I  kept  at  my 
caftle  only  five,  which  ftood  ready 
mounted,  like  pieces  of  cannon,  on  my 
outmolt  fence ;  and  were  ready  alfo  to 
take  out  upon  any  expedition. 

Upon  this  occaiion  of  removing  my 
ammunition,  I  was  obliged  to  open  the 
barrel  of  powder  which  I  took  up  out 
of  the  fea,  and  which  had  been  wetj 
and  I  found,  that  the  water  had  pene- 
trated about  three  or  four  inches  into 
the  powder  on  every  fide,  which,  cak- 
ing and  growing  hard,  had  preferved 
the  infide  like  a  kernel  in  a  fliell;  fothat 
J  had  near  fixty  pounds  of  very  good 
powder  in  the  centre  of  the  caik ;  and 
this  was  an  agreeable  difcovery  to  me 
at  that  time  5  fo  I  carried  all  away 
thither,  never  keeping  above  two  or 
three  pounds  of  powder  with  me  in  my 
cattle,  for  fear  of  a  lurprize  of  any 
kind.  ,1  alfo  carried  thither  all  the 
lead  I  had  left  for  bujlets. 

J  fancied  myfelf  now  like  one  of  the 
ancient  giants,  which  were  (aid  to  live 
in  caves  and  holes  in  the  rocks,  where 
none  could  come  at  them  ;  for  I  j>er- 
fuaded  myfelf  while  I  was  here,  irtive 
hundred  favages  were  to  hunt  me,  they 
.could  never  rind  me  out,  or  if  they 
did,  they  would  not  venture  to  attack 
roe  here. 

The  old  goat,  which  I  found  expir- 
ing, died  in  the  mouth  or  the  cave, 
the  next  day  after  I  made  this  difcove- 
:ry;  and  I  found  it  much  eaiier  to  dig 
Si  great  hole  there,  and  throw  nim  in 
£nd  cover  him  with  earth,  than  to 
drag  him  out :  fo  I  interred  him  Lhere, 
to  prevent  offence  to  my  nofe. 

I  wa»  now  in  my  twenty -third  year 
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•of  refidence  5n  this  ifland,  and  was  fo 
naturaHzed  to  theplace,  and  to  the  man- 
ner of  living,  that  could  I  have  but 
enjoyed  the  certainty  that   no  favages 
would  come  to  the  place  to  difhirb  me, 
I  could  have  been  content  to  have  ca- 
pitulated  for  fpending  the  reft  of  my 
time   there,  even  to  the  lait  moment, 
till  I  had  laid  me  down  and  died,  like 
the  old  gout,  in  the  cave:  I  had  alfo 
arrived   to   fome  little   diverfions  and 
amuiements,  which  made  the  time  pafs 
more  pleaiantly  with  me  a  great  deal 
than   it  did   before}    as,  mlt,  I    had 
taught  my  Pol,  as  I  noted  before,  to 
fpeakj  and  he  did  it  fo  familiarly,  and 
talked  fo  articulately  and  plain,  that 
it   was  very  pleafant  to  me  5  and   he 
lived  with  me  no  lefs  than  fix  and  twen- 
ty  years  :   how  long  lie  might  live  af- 
terwards, I  knew  not j   though  I  know 
they  have  a  notion  in  the  Brazils,  that 
they  live  an    hundred  years ;  perhaps 
ibme  of  my  Pols  may  be  alive  there 
ftill,    calling    after    *  Poor    Robinfon 
'  Crufoe,'  to  this  "day:   I  wilh  no  En- 
glifhman  the  ill  luck  to  come  there  and 
hear  them;   but  if  he  did,  he  would 
certainly  believe  it  was  the  devil.    My 
dog  was  a  very  pleafant   and  loving 
companion  to  me  lor  no  lefs  than  fix- 
teen  years  of  my  time,  and  then  died 
of  mere  old  age  ;  as  for  my  cats,  they 
multiplied,  as  I  have  obierved,  to  that 
degree,  that  I  was  obliged  to  flioot  fe- 
veral  of  them   at   firit,  to  keep  them 
from    devouring   me  and    all    I  had; 
but  at  length,  when  the  two  old  ones 
I  brought  with  me  were  gone,  and  af- 
ter fome  time  continually  driving  them 
from  me,  and  letting  them    have  no 
provision  with  me,  they   all  ran  wild 
into  the  woods,  except  two  or  three 
favourites,  which    I   kept    tame,  and 
whofe  young,  when  they  had  any,  I 
always  drowned  ;  and  thefe  were  part 
of  my  family  :  befides  thefe,  I  always 
kept  two  or  three  houfhold  kids  about 
me,  which  I  taught  to  feed  out  of  my 
hand  ;  and   I   had   alfo  more  parrots, 
•which    talked  pretty  well,  and  would 
all  call  *  Robin  Crufoe,'  but  none  like 
my  firir ;  nor,  indeed,  did  I  take  the 
pains  with  any  of  them  that  I  had  done 
with  him  :  I  had  alfo  feveral  tame  fea- 
fowls,  whofe  names  I  know  not,  which 
I  caught  upon  the  more,  and  cut  their 
xvings ;  and  the  little  (takes,  which  I 
had  planted  before  my  caltlewall,  be- 
ing now  grown  up  to  a  good  thick 
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grove,  thefe  fowls  all  lived  among 
thefe  low  trees,  and  bred  there,  which 
was  very  agreeable  to  me  ;  fo  that,  as 
I  faid  above,  I  began  to  be  very  well 
contented  with  the  life  I  led,  if  it 
might  but  have  been  fecured  from  the 
dread  of  favages. 

But  it  was  otherwife  directed  :  and 
it  might  not  be  amifs  for  all  people 
who  (hall  meet  with  my  Itory,  to  make 
this  juft  obfervation  from  it  5  viz.  how 
frequently,  in  the  courfe  of  our  lives, 
the  evil,  which  in  itfelf  we  leek  molt 
to  fliun,  and  which,  when  we  are  fallen 
into,  is  the  molt  dreadful  to  us,  is 
oftentimes  the  very  means  or  door  of 
our  deliverance,  by  which  alone  we 
can  be  raifed  again  from  the  affliction 
we  are  fallen  into  ;  I  could  give  many 
examples  of  this  in  the  courfe  of  my 
unaccountable  life  ;  but  in  nothing  was 
it  more  particularly  remarkable,  than 
in  the  circumftances  of  my  laft  years 
of  folitary  refidence  in  this  ifland. 

It  was  now  the  month  of  December, 
as  I  faid  above,  in  my  twenty-third 
yearj  and  this  being  the  fouthern  fol- 
ftice,  for  winter  I  cannot  call  it,  was 
the  particular  time  of  my  harveft,  and 
required  my  being  pretty  much  abroad 
in  the  fields  j  when  going  out  pretty 
early  in  the  morning,  even  before  it 
was  thorough  day-light,  I  was  fur- 
prized  with  feeing  a  light  of  fome  fire 
upon  the  fliore,  at  a  dillance  from  me 
of  about  two  miles,  towards  the  end  of 
the  ifland,  where  I  had  obferved  fonve 
favages  had  been,  as  before  j  but  not 
on  the  other  fidej  but,  to  my  great 
affliction,  it  was  on  my  fide  ot  the 
ifland. 

I  was,  indeed,  terribly  furprized  at 
the  fight,  and  Hopped  fliort  within  my 
grove,  not  daring  to  go  out,  left  I  might 
be  furprized  j  and  yet  I  had  no  more 
peace  within,  from  the  apprehenfions 
I  had,  that  if  thefe  favages,  in  ramb- 
ling over  the  ifland,  fiiould  find  my 
corn  ftanding,  or  cut,  or  any  of  my 
works  and  improvements,  they  would 
immediately  conclude  that  there  were 
people  in  the  place,  and  would  then, 
never  give  over  till  tircy  found  me  out. 
In  this  extremity  I  went  back  direclly 
to  my  ca(tle,and  pulled  upthe  ladder  af- 
ter me,  having  made  all  things  without 
look  as  wild  and  natural  as  I  could. 

Then  I  prepared  my felfvrithin, put- 
ting myfelf  in  a  polture  of  defence  j  I 
loaded  all  my  cannon,  as  I  called  them, 

that 
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tliat  is  to  fay,  my  mufquets,  which 
were  mounted  upon  my  new  fortifica- 
tion, and  all  my  piftols,  and  refolved 
to  defend  myfelf  to  the  laft  gafp  ;  not 
forgetting  ferioufly  to  recommend  my- 
felf to  the  Divine  Protection,  andearn- 
eftly  to  pray  to  God  to  deliver  me  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  barbarians ;  and  in 
thispolhire  I  continued  about  twohours, 
but  began  to  be  mighty  impatient  for 
intelligence  abroad,  for  I  had  no  fpies 
to  fend  out. 

After  fitting  a  while  longer,  and 
nuifing  what  I  mould  do  in  this  cafe, 
I  was  not  able  to  bear  fitting  in  igno- 
rance longer;  fo  fetting  up  my  ladder 
to  the  fide  of  the  hill,  where  there  was 
a  flat  place,  as  I  obferved  before,  and 
then  pulling  the  ladder  up  after  me,  I 
fet  it  up  again,  and  mounted  to  the 
top  of  the  hill;  and  pulling  out  my 
perfpe6live-glafs,  which  I  had  taken 
on  purpofe,  I  laid  me  down  flat  on 
my  belly  on  the  ground,  and  began  to 
look  for  the  place :  I  piefently  found 
there  were  no  lefs  than  nine  naked  fa- 
vages  fitting  round  a  fmall  fire  they 
had  made  ;  not  to  warm  them,  for  they 
had  no  need  of  that,  the  weather  being 
extreme  hot;  but,  as  I  fuppofe,  to 
drefs  fome  of  their  barbarous  diet  of 
human  flefh,  which  they  had  brought 
with  them,  whether  alive  or  dead  I 
could  not  know. 

They  had  two  canoes  with  them, 
which  they  had  hauled  up  upon  the 
fhore;  and  as  it  was  then  tide  of  ebb, 
they  feemed  to  me  to  wait  the  return 
of  the  flood  to  go  away  again.  It  is 
not  eafy  to  imagine  what  confufion 
this  fight  put  me  into,  efpecially  fee- 
ing them  come  on  my  fide  the  ifland, 
and  fo  near  me  too  j  but  when  I  ob- 
ferved their  coming  muft  be  always 
with  the  current  of  the  ebb,  I  began 
afterwards  to  be  more  fedate  in  my 
mind,  being  fatisfied  that  I  might  go 
abroad  with  fafety,  all  the  time  of 
tide  of  flood,  if  they  were  not  on  more 
before ;  and  having  made  this  obfer- 
vation,  I  went  abroad  about  my  har- 
veft-work  with  the  more  compofure. 

As  I  expected,  fo  it  proved  ;  for  as 
foon  as  the  tide  made  to  the  weilward, 
I  faw  them  all  take  boat,  and  row  (or 
paddle,  as  we  call  it)  all  away :  I 
mould  have  obferved,  that  for  an  hour 
and  more  before  they  went  off,  they 
went  to  dancing,  and  I  could  eafily 
difcern  their  poftures  and  geftures  by 


myglafTes:  I  could  not  perceive,  b^ 
my  niceft  obfervations,  but  that  they 
were  ftark-naked,  and  had  not  the 
leaft  covering  upon  them  ;  but  whe- 
ther they  were  men  or  women,  that  I 
could  not  diftinguifh. 

As  foon  as  I  faw  them  fhipped  and  - 
gone,  I  took  two  guns  upon  my  moul- 
ders, and  two  piftols  at  my  girdle,  and- 
my  great  fword  by  my  fide  without 
a  fcabbard  ;  and  with  aii  the  fpeed  I 
was  able  to  make,  I  went  away  to  the 
hill,  where  I  had  difcovered  the  firft 
appearance  of  all,  '  As  foon  as  I 
got  thither,  which  was  not  lefs  than 
two  hours,  (for  I  could  not  go  apace, 
being  fo  loaded  with  arms  as  I  was) 
I  perceived  there  had  been  three  ca- 
noes more  of  favages  on  that  place  j 
and  looking  cut  farther,  I  faw  they 
were  all  at  fea  together,  making  over 
for  the  main. 

This  was  a  dreadful  fight  to  me, 
efpecially  when  going  down  to  the' 
(hore,  I  could  fee  the  marks  of  horror 
which  the  difmal  work  they  had  been 
about  had  left  behind  it  ;  viz.  the 
blood,  the  bones,  and  part  of  the  flefh 
of  human  bodies,  eaten  and  devoured 
by  thofe  wretches  with  merriment  and 
fport.  I  was  fo  filled  with  indignation 
at  the  fight,  that  I  began  now  to  pre- 
meditate thedettruc~tion  of  the  next  that 
I  faw  there,  let  them  be  who  or  how- 
many  foever. 

It  feemed  evident  to  me,  that  the 
vifits  which  they  thus  made  to  this 
ifland,  were  not  very  frequent;  for  it 
was  above  fifteen  months  before  any 
more  of  them  were  on  fhore  there  a- 
gain  ;  that  is  to  fay,  I  never  faw  them, 
or  any  footfteps  or  fignals  of  them,  in 
all  that  time  ;  for  as  to  the  rainy  fea- 
fons,  then  they  are  fure  not  to  come 
abroad,  at  leaft  not  fo  far;  yet,  all 
this  while  I  lived  uncomfortably,  by 
reafon  of  the  conftant  apprehenfions  I 
was  in  of  their  coming  upon  me  by 
furprize  :  from  whence  I  obferve,  that 
the  expectation  of  evil  is  more  bitter 
than  the  fuffering,  efpecially  if  there 
is  no  room  to  make  off  that  expecta- 
tion or  thofe  apprehenfions. 

During  all  this  time,  I  was  in  the 
murdering  humour  ;  and  took  up  moft 
of  my  hours,  which  fhonld  have  been- 
better  employed,  in  contriving  how  to- 
circumvent  and  fall  upon  them  the 
very  next  time  I  fhould  fee  them ; 
efpecially  if  they  fhould  be  divided,: 
M  »  as 
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as  they  were  the  taft  time,  into  two 
parties;  nor  did  I  confider  at  all,  that 
it"  I  killed  one  party,  fuppofe  ten  or  a 
dozen,  I  was  llill  the  next  day,  or 
week,  or  month,  to  kill  another,  and 
fo  another,  even  ad  injinitum,  till  I 
fliould  be  at  length  no  lefs  a  murderer 
than  they  were  in  being  men-eaters, 
and  perhaps  much  more  fo. 

I  fpent  my  days  now  in  great  per- 
plexity and  anxiety  of  mind,  expecting 
that  I  fhould,  one  day  or  other,  fall 
into  the  hands  of  thefe  mercilefs  crea- 
tures -,  if  I  did  at  any  time  venture 
abroad,  it  was  not  without  looking 
round  me  with  the  greatell  care  and 
caution  imaginable  j  and  now  I  found, 
to  my  great  comfort,  how  happy  it 
was  that  I  had  provided  a  ta.me  flock 
or  herd  of  goats  ;  for  I  durft  not,  up- 
on any  account,  fire  my  gun,  efpe- 
cially  near  that  fide  of  the  ifland  where 
they  ufually  came,  left  I  iliould  alarm 
the  favaajcs-j  and  if  they  had  fled  from 
me  now,  I  was  fure  to  have  them  come 
back  again,  with  perhaps  two  or  three 
hundred  canoes  with  them  in  a  few 
days,  and  then  I  knew  what  to  ex- 
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However,  I  wore  out  a  year  and 
three  months  more,  before  I  ever  faw 
any  more  of  the  favages,  and  then  I 
found  them  again,  as  I  friall  foon  ob- 
ferve.  It  i*  true,  they  might  hare 
been  there  once  or  twice  j  but  either 
they  made  no  ftay,  or  at  Itaft  I  did  not 
hear  them  j  but  in  the  rrionthof  May, 
as  near  as  I  could  calculate,  and  in  my 
four  and  twentieth  year,  I  had  a  very 
ftrange  encounter  with  them,  of  which 
in  it's  place. 

The  perturbation  of  my  mind,  dur- 
ing this  fifteen  or  fixteen  months  in- 
terval, was  very  great:  I  flept unquiet, 
dreamed  always  frightful  dreams,  and 
often  ftarted  out  of  my  fleep  in  the 
night}  in  the  day  great  troubles  over- 
whelmed my  mind;  in  the  night  I 
dreamed  ofien  of  killing  the  favages, 
and  the  rtrafons  why  I  might  juftify 
the  doing  of  it.  But  to  wave  all  this 
for  a  while,  it  was  in  thf--  middle  of 
Miy,  on  the  i6th  day,  I  think,  as 
well  as  my  poor  wooden  calendar 
would  reckon;  for  I  marked  all  upon 
the  poft  ftill  j  I  fay,  it  vr:.s  en  the  :6th 
of  May,  that  it  blew  a  great  ftorm  of 
wind  all  day,  with  a  great  deal  of 
lightning  and  thundery  and  a  very 
fcul  njght  was  after  it.  I  know  npt 


what  was  the  particular  Accrifion  of 
it,  but  as  I  was  reading  in  (he  bible, 
and  taken  up  with  ferious  thoughts 
about  my  prefent  condition,  I  was  fur- 
prized  with  the  noife  of  a  gun,  as  I 
thought,  fired  at  lea. 

This  was,  to  be  fure,  n  furpt ; 
a  quite  different  nature  from  any  I 
had  met  with  before;  for  the  notions 
this  put  into  my  thoughts  were  quite 
of  another  kind.  I  (hired  up  in  the 
greateft  hafte  imaginable  ;  and  in  a 
trice  clapped  up  fny  ladder  to  the 
middle  place  of  the  rock,  and  pulled  it 
after  me,  and  mounting  it  the  feconcl 
time,  got  to  the  top  of  the  hill  ;  that 
very  moment  a  fhfh  of  fire  bade  me, 
liften  fora  fecond  gun,  which,  accord- 
ingly, in  about  half  a  moment,  I 
heard,  and  by  the  found  knew  that  it 
was  from  that  part  of  the  lea  where  X 
was  driven  out  with  the  current  in  my 
boat. 

I  immediately  centered,  that  this 
muft  be  fome  (hip  in  diitrels,  and  that 
they  had  fome  comrade,  or  fome  other 
/hip  in  company,  and  fired  thefe  guns 
for  fignals  of  diftrefs,  and  to  obtain, 
help.  I  had  this  prelence  of  mind  at 
that  minute,  as  to  think,  that  though 
I  could  not  help  them,  it  may  be  they 
might  help  me  j  fo  I  brought  together 
all  the  dry  Wood  I  could  get  at  hand, 
and  making  a  good  handlbme  pile,  I 
fet  it  on  fire  upon  the  hill ;  the  wood 
was  dry,  and  blazed  freely)  and  though 
the  wind  blew  very  haul,  yet  it  burnt 
fairly  out,  fo  that  I  was  certain,  if 
there  was  any  fuch  thing  as  a  fliip» 
they  mult  need  ice  it,  and  no  doubt 
they  did  ;  for  as  loon  as  ever  my  fire 
blazed  up,  I  heard  another  gun,  and 
after  that  feveral  others,  all  from  the 
fame  quarter.  I  plird  my  fire  all 
night  long,  till  day  broke;  and  when 
it  was  broad  day,  and  the  air  cleared 
up,  I  Paw  fomething  at  a  great  dif- 
tance  at  fea,  full  eaft  of  the  ifland, 
whether  a  fail,  or  an  hull,  I  could  not 
diftinguifh,  no  not  with  my  glafles, 
the  diftance  was  mlthcwea- 

ther  ftill  Ibmethl-  ifoj  at  leaft 

it  was  fo  out  a: 

I  looked  frequently  at  it  all  that 
day,  and  foon  perceived  that  it  did  not 
move  ;  fo  I  prtlcntly  concluded,  that 
it  was  a  fhip  at  anchor;  and  being 
eager,  you  may  i  •  t  latisfied, 

I   took  my  gun  in   my  hand,  n: 
towards   the    louih-fatt:  Jide    of    the 

ifland. 
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iffand,  to  the  rocTc«<,  where  I  had  been 
formerly  carried  away  with  the  cur- 
rent j  and  getting  up  there,  the  weather 
by  this  time  being  perfectly  clear,  I 
could  plainly  lee,  to  my  great  forrow, 
the  wreck  of  a  fliip  call  away  in  the 
night  upon  thofe  concealed  rocks  which 
I  found  when  I  was  out  in  my  boat; 
and  which  rocks,  as  they  checked  the 
violence  of  the  ftream,  and  made  a  kind 
of  counter- ftream  or  eddy,  were  the 
occalion  of  my  recovering  then  from 
the  molt  defpera'tf,  hopelefs  condition 
that  ever  I  had  been  in  in  all  my  life. 

Thus,  what  is  one  man's  fifety,  is 
another  man's  deftruftion ;  for  it  leems, 
thefe  men,  whoever  they  were,  being 
out  of  their  knowledge,  and  the  rocks 
being  wholly  under  water,  had  been 
driven  upon  them  in  the  night,  the 
wind  blowing  hard  at  E.  and  E.  Ni  E. 
Had  they  feen  th6  ifland,  as  I  muft 
neceffarily  fuppofe  they  did  not,  they 
muft,  as  I  thought,  have  endeavoured 
to  have  laved  themfeives  on  more  by 
the  help  of  their  boat ;  but  their  firing 
of  their  guns  for  help,  efpecially  when 
they  faw,  as  I  imagined,  my  fire,  filled 
mewith  many  thoughts.  Firft,  I  ima- 
gined, that,  upon  feeing  my  light, 
they  might  have  put  themfeives  into 
their  boat,  and  have  endeavoured  to 
make  the  more;  but  that  the  fea  going 
very  high,  they  might  have  been  call 
away  j  other  times  I  imagined,  that 
they  might  have  loft  their  boat  before, 
as  might  be  the  cafe  many  ways;  as 
particularly,  by  the  breaking  of  the  lea 
upon  their  fliip,  which  many  times 
obliges  men  to  ftave  or  take  in  pieces 
their  boat,  and  fometimes  to  throw  it 
overboard  with  their  own  hands  :  other 
times  I  imagined,  they  had  fome  other 
fhip  or  fhips  in  company,  who,  upon 
the  fignals  of  diftrefs  they  had  made, 
had  taken  them  up,  and  carried  them 
off:  other  whiles  I  fancied,  they  were 
all  gone  off  to  fea  in  their  boat,  and 
being  hurried  away  by  the  current  that 
I  had  been  formerly  in,  were  carried 
put  into  the  great  ocean,  where  there 
was  nothing  but  miferyand  peri  filing  j 
and  that  perhaps  they  might  by  this 
time  think  of  ftarving,  and  of  being 
in  a  condition  to  eat  one  another. 

As  all  thefe  were  but  conjectures  at 
freft,  fo,  in  the  condition  I  was  in,  J 
could  do  no  more  than  look  upon  the 
rnifery  of  the  poor  men,  and  pity  them ; 
which  bad  ftll  this  good  effcd  on  my 


fide,  that  it  gave  me  more  and  more 
c'aufe  to  give  thanks  to  God,  who  had 
fo  happily  and  comfortably  provided 
for  me  in  my  defolate  condition  ;  and 
that  of  two  mips  companies  who  were 
now  caft  away  upon  this  part  of  the 
world,  not  one  life  fhotild  be  fpared 
but  mine.  I  learned  here  a^ain  to 
obferve,  that  it  is  very  rare,  that  the 
providence  of  God  cafts  us  into  any 
condition  of  life  fo  low,  or  any  mifery 
fo  great,  but  we  may  fee  fomething  or 
other  to  be  thankful  for,  and  may  fee 
others  in  worfe  circurnftances  than  ouf 
own. 

Such  certainly  was  the  cafe  of  thefe 
men,  of  whom  I  could  not  fo  much  as 
fee  room  to  fuppofe  any  of  them  were 
faved  ;  nothing  coubd  m.ike  it  rational, 
fo  much  as  to  vvilh  or  expect  that  they 
did  not  all  peri  Hi  there,  except  the 
polfibility  only  of  their  being-  taken 
up  by  another  fhip  in  company:  and' 
this  was  but  mere  poflibiUty  indeed; 
for  I  faw  not  the  leaft  fignal  or  appear- 
ance of  any  fuch  thing. 

I  cannot   explain,   by  any  poflibla 
energy  of  words,  what  a  Grange  long- 
ing, or  hankering  of  defife,   I  felt  in 
my  foul  upon  this  fight;  breaking  out 
fometimes   thus:    '   O   that  there  had 
been  but  one  or  two,  nay,  or  but  one 
foul  faved  out  of  the  fhip,  to  have 
efcaped  to  me,  that  I  might  but  have 
had  one  companion,  one  rel  low-crea- 
ture, to  have  fpoken  to  me,  and  to 
have  converted  with!'  In  all  the  time 
of  my  foiitary  life,  I  never  felt  fo  ear-' 
neft,  fo  ftrong  a  defire  after  the  Jbciety 
of  my  fellow-creatures,  or  fo  deep  a 
regret  at  the  want  of  it. 

There  are  fome  fecret  moving  fprings 
in  the  affections,  which,  when  they 
are  fet  a  going  by  fome  object  in  view, 
or  be  it  fome  objecl  though  not  in  view, 
yet  rendered  prefenttothe  irtind  by  the 
power  of  imagination,  that  motion, 
carries  out  the  foul  by  it's  impetuofity 
to  fuch  violent,  eager  embracings  of 
the  objecl,  that  the  abfence  of  it  is  in- 
fupportable. 

Such  were  thefe  earned  wifhings, 
that  but  one  man  had  been  faved  !  *  O 
*  that  it  had  been  but  one  !'  I  believe 
I  repeated  the  words,  «  O  that  it  had 
f  been  but  one!'  a  -thoul'and  times  j 
and  my  defires  were  fo  moved  by  it, 
that  when  I  fpoke  the  words,  my  hands 
would  clench  together,  and  my  fingers 
prefs  the  palms  of  my  hands,  that  if  I 

had 
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had  had  any  foft  thing  in  my  hand,  it 
would  have  crufhcd  it  involuntarily j 
and  my  teeth  in  my  head  would  ftrilce 
together,  and  let  againft  one  another  fo 
iironir,  that  for  fome  time  I  could  not 
part  them  again. 

Let  the  naturalifts  explain  thefe 
things,  and  the  reafon  and  manner  of 
them:  all  I  can  fay  of  them  is,  to 
defcribe  the  fa£t,  which  was  ever  fur- 
prizing  to  me  when  I  found  ir,  though 
I  knew  not  from  what  it  fhould  pro- 
ceed ;  it  was  doubtlefs  the  effects  of 
ardent  wifhes,  and  of  ftrong  ideas 
formed  in  my  mind,  realizing  the  com- 
fort which  the  converfation  of  one  of 
my  fellow-chriftians  would  have  been 
tome. 

But  it  was  not  to  be;  either  their 
fate  or  mine,  or  both,  forbad  itj  for 
till  the  laft  year  of  my  being  on  this 
ifland,  I  never  knew  whether  any 
•were  laved  out  of  that  fnip  or  no  ;  and 
had  only  the  affliction,  fome  days  after, 
to  fee  the  corpie  of  a  drowned  boy 
come  on  more,  at  the  end  of  the  ifland, 
which  was  next  the  fhipwreck  :  he 
had  on  no  clothes,  but  a  feaman's 
waiftcoat,  a  pair  of  open-kneed  linen 
drawers,  and  a  blue  linen  fliirtj  but 
ilothing  to  direfl  me  fo  much  as  to 
guefs  what  nation  he  was  of.  He  had 
nothing  in  his  pocket  but  two  pieces 
of  eight,  and  a  tobacco-pipe;  the  laft 
was  to  me  of  ten  times  more  value 
than  the  firft. 

It  was  now  calm,  and  I  had  a  great 
mind  to  venture  out  in  my  boat  to  this 
wreck,  not  doubting  but  I  might  find 
fomething  on  board,  that  might  be 
ufeful  to  me;  but  that  did  not  altoge- 
ther prefs  me  fo  much,  as  the  poilibi- 
lity  that  there  might  be  yet  lome  living 
creature  on  board,  whofe  life  I  might 
not  only  fave,  but  might,  by  faving 
that  life,  comfort  my  own  to  (he  lair 
degree.  And  this  thought  clung  fo 
to  my  heart,  that  I  could  not  be 
quiet,  night  nor  day,  but  I  muit 
venture  out  in  my  boat  on  board  this 
•wreck  j  and  committing  the  reft  to 
God's  providence,  I  thought  the  im- 
preflion  was  fo  ftrong  upon  my  iv.r.u!, 
that  it  could  not  be  refilled,  that  it  nuift 
come  from  fome  jnvifiblc  direction,  and 
that  I  mould  be  wanting  to  wyiUt  if 
I  did  not  go. 

Under  the  power  of  this  imprefllon, 

I  haftened  back  to  my  cattle,  prepared 

thing   for  my  voyage,  took  4 


quantity  of  bread,  a  great  pot  for  frefh 
water,  a  compafs  to  fleer  by,  a  bottle 
of  rum,  (for  I  had  {till  a  great  deal  of 
that  left)  a  balket  full  of  raiftns ;  and 
thus  loading  myfelf  with  everything 
neceflury,  I  went  down  to  my  boat, 
got  the  water  out  of  her,  and  got  her 
afloat,  loaded  all  my  cargo  in  her,  and 
then  went  home  again  for  more :  my 
fecond  cargo  was  a  great  bag  full  of 
rice,  the  umbrella  to  fet  up  over  my 
head  for  made,  another  large  pot  full 
of  frefh  water,  and  about  two  dozen 
of  my  fmall  loaves,  or  bailey  cakes, 
more  than  before,  with  a  bottle  of 
go.at's  milk,  and  a  cheefe ;  all  which, 
with  great  labour  and  fweat,  I  brought 
to  my  boat;  and  praying  to  God  to 
direct  my  voyage,  I  put  out,  and 
rowing  or  paddling  the  canoe  along 
the  more,  I  came  at  laft  to  the  utmofl 
point  of  the  ifland,  on  that  fide,  viz. 
N.  E.  And  now  I  was  to  launch 
out  into  the  ocean,  and  either  to  ven- 
ture or  not  to  venture;  I  looked  on 
the  rapid  currents  which  ran  conftantly 
on  both  £des  of  the  illand,  at  a  diflance, 
and  which  were  very  terrible  to  me, 
from  the  remembrance  of  the  hazard  I 
had  been  in  before,  and  my  heart  be- 
gan to  fail  me;  for  I  forefaw,  that  if 
I  was  driven  into  either  of  thofe  cur- 
rents, I  mould  be  carried  a  vaft  way 
out  to  fea,  and  perhaps  out  of  my 
reach,  or  light  of  the  iiland  again  ;  and 
that  then,  as  my  boat  was  but  fmall, 
if  any  little  gale  of  wind  fliould  rife,  I 
fhould  be  inevitably  loft. 

Thefe  thoughts  fo  opprefTed  my 
mind,  that  I  began  to  give  over  my 
enterprise,  and  having  hauled  my  boat 
into  a  little  creek  on  the  fhore,  I  ftepped 
out,  and  fat  me  down  upon  a  little,, 
fpot  of  rifing  ground,  very  pen  five  ana 
anxious,  between  fear  and  defire 
about  my  voyage;  when,  as  I  was 
milling,  I  could  perceive  that  the  tide 
was  turned,  and  the  flood  came  on, 
upon  which  my  going  was  for  fo  many 
hours  impracticable  :  upon  this  it  pre- 
fent'y  occurred  to  me,  that  I  mould  go 
up  to  the  higheft  piece  of  ground  I 
could  find,  and  obierve,  if  I  could, 
how  the  lets  of  the  tide  of  current 
when  the  flood  came  in,  that  I  might 
judge  whether,  if  I  was  driven  one  way 
out,  I  might  not  exju.t  u>  U-diivxn 
another  way  home,  with  the  tome  ra- 
pidnefs  of  the  currents.  This  thought 
Y/as  no  fuoner  in  my  head,  but  I  c.ift 
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my  eye  upon  a  little  hill  which  fuffi- 
ciently  overlooked  the  lea  both  ways, 
and  from  whence  I  had  a  clear  view  of 
the  currents,  or  lets  of  the  tide,  and 
which  way  I  was  to  guide  myfelf  in  my 
return.  Here  I  found,  that  as  the 
current  of  the  ebb  fet  out  clofe  by  the 
Ibuth  point  of  the  ifland,  fo  the  current 
of  the  flood  fet  in  clofe  by  the  (hore  of 
the  north  fide  ;  and  that  I  had  nothing 
to  do  but  to  keep  to  the  north  of  the 
ifland  in  my  return,  and  I  (hould  do 
well  enough. 

Encouraged  with  this  obfervation,  I 
refolved  the  next  morning  to  let  out  with 
the  firft  of  the  tide}  and  repoling  my- 
feif  for  that  night  in  the  canoe,  under 
the  great  watch-coat  I  mentioned,  I 
launched  out  :  I  made  firft  a  little  out 
to  fea  full  north,  till  I  began  to  feel 
the  benefit  of  the  current,  which  fet 
eaftward,  and  which  carried  me  at  a 
great  rate,  and  yet  did  not  fo  hurry  me 
as  the  fouthern-fide  current  had  done 
before,  and  fo  as  to  take  from  me  all 
government  of  the  boat ;  but  having  a 
itrong  fteerage  with  my  paddle,  I  went, 
I  fay,  at  a  great  rate,  direftly  for  the 
wreck,  and  in  lefs  than  two  hours  I 
came  up  to  it. 

It  was  a  difmal  fight  to  look  at : 
the  (hip,  which  by  it's  building  was 
Spanim,  (luck  faft,  jammed  in  between 
two  rocks  ;  all  the  (tern  and  quarter  of 
her  was  beaten  to  pieces  with  the  fea; 
and  as  her  forecaftle,  which  (truck  in 
the  rocks,  had  run  on  with  great  vio- 
lence, her  main-maft  and  fore -matt 
were  brought  by  the  board,  that  is  to 
fay,  broken  (hort  off;  but  her  bow- 
fprit  was  found,  and  the  head  and  bow- 
appeared  firm :  when  I  came  clofe  to 
her,  a  dog  appeared  upon  herj  which, 
feeing  me  coming,  yelped  and  cried, 
and  as  foon  as  I  called  him,  jumped 
into  the  fea,  to  come  to  me;  and  I 
took  him  into  the  boat,  but  found  him 
almolt  dead  for  hunger  and  third :  I 
gave  him  a  cake  of  my  bread,  and  he 
eat  like  a  ravenous  wolf,  that  had  been 
itarving  a  fortnight  in  the  fnowj  I 
then  gave  the  poor  creature  fome  frelh 
water,  with  which,  if  I  would  have 
let  him,  he  would  have  burft  himfelf. 

After  this  I  went  on  board  :  the 
firft  fight  I  met  with,  was  two  men 
drowned  in  the  cook-room,  or  fore- 
caftle of  the  (hip,  with  their  arms  faft 
about  one  another.  I  concluded,  as 
is  lacked  probable,  that  when  the  (hip 


(truck,  it  being  in  a  ftorm,  the  fea 
broke  fo  high,  and  fo  continually  over 
her,  that  the  men  were  not  able  to 
bear  it,  and  were  ftrangled  with  the 
conftant  ruming  in  of  the  water,  as 
much  as  if  they  had  been  under  water: 
befides  the  dog,  there  was  nothing  left 
in  the  (hip  that  had  life,  nor  any  gooda 
that  I  could  fee,  but  what  werelpoil- 
ed  by  the  water  ;  there  were  fome 
caJks  of  liquor,  whether  wine  or  bran- 
dy, I  knew  not,  which  lay  lower  in 
the  hold,  and  which,  the  water  being 
ebbed  out,  I  could  fee;  but  they  were 
too  big  to  meddle  with.  I  faw  feverai 
chefts,  which  I  believed  belonged  to 
fome  of  the  feamen,  and  I  got  two  of 
them  into  the  boat,  without  examining 
what  was  in  them. 

Had  the  ftern  of  the  (hip  been  fixed, 
and  the  fore-part  broken  off,  I  am  per- 
fuaded  I  might  have  made  a  good  voy- 
age ;  for  by  what  I  found  in  thei'e  two 
chefts,  I  had  room  to  fuppofe  the  (hip 
had  a  great  deal  of  wealth  on  board ;  and 
if  I  may  guefs  by  the  courfe  (he  fteered, 
(he  muft  have  been  bound  from  the 
Buenos  Ayres,  or  the  Rio  de  la  Plata, 
in  the  fouth  part  of  America,  beyond 
the  Brazils,  to  the  Havannah,  in  the 
Gulph  of  Mexico,  and  fo  perhaps  to 
Spain:  (he  had,  no  doubt,  a  great 
treafure  in  her,  but  of  no  ufe  at  that 
time  to  any  body  ;  and  what  became 
of  the  reft  of  her  people  I  then  knew 
not. 

I  found,  befides  thefe  chefts,  a  little 
caflc  full  of  liquor,  of  about  twenty 
gallons,  which  I  got  into  my  boat 
with  much  difficulty  :  there  were  feve- 
rai mufquets  in  a  cabin,  and  a  great 
powder-horn,  with  about  four  pounds 
of  powder  in  it  j  as  for  the  mufquets, 
I  had  no  occafion  for  them,  fo  I  left 
them,  but  took  the  powder-horn:  I 
took  a  fire-movel  and  tongs,  which  I 
wanted  extremely;  as  alio  two  little 
brafs  kettles,  a  copper  pot  to  make 
chocolate,  and  a  gridiron ;  and  with 
this  cargo,  and  the  dog,  I  came  away, 
the  tide  beginning  to  make  home  again; 
and  the  fame  evening,  about  an  hour 
wjthin  night,  I  reached  the  ifland 
again,  weary  and  fatigued  tothelaft 
degree. 

I  repofed  that  night  in  the  boat,  and 
in  the  morning  I  refolved  to  harbour 
what  I  had  gotten  in  my  new  cave, 
not  to  carry  it  home  to  my  caltle: 
after  refrefliing  myfelf,  I  got  all  my 
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cargo  on  fhore,  and  beran  to  examine 
the  particulars  :  the  ca^k  of  liquor  I 
found  to  be  a  kind  of  nun,  but  not 
fuch  as  we  had  at  the  JBrazils  ;  and,  in 
a  wort),  not  at  all  good  ;  but  when  I 
came  to  open  tlv  found  feve- 

ral  things  which  I  wanted  :  for  ex- 
ample, I  found  in  one  a  hue  cafe  of 
bottles,  of  an  extraordinary  kind,  and 
filled  with  cordial  watei>,  hue,  ;md 
very  good  ;  the  bottles  heid  about 
three  pints  each,  and  were  tipped  with 
filver.  I  found  two  pots  of  very  good 
itircades,  or  fwettmeats,  fo  fattened 
alfo  on  the  top,  that  the  fait- water 
had  not  hurt  them  ;  and  two  more  of 
the  fame,  which  the  water  had  fpoil- 
e'd.  I  found  fome  very  good  fhirts, 
which  were  very  welcome  .to  me,  and 
about  a  dozen  and  a  half  of  white 
linen  handkerchiefs  and  coloured 
neckcloths  5  the  former  were  alfo  very 
•welcome,  being  exceeding  refrefning 
to  wipe  my  face  in  a  hot  day;  befides 
this,  when  I  came  to  the  till  in  the 
cherts,  I  found  there  three  great  bags  of 
pieces  of  eight,  which  held  about  ele- 
ven hundred  pieces  in  all  j  and  in  one 
of  them,  wrapt  up  in  a  paper,  fix  dou- 
bloons of  gold,  and  fome  fmall  bars 
or  wedges  of  gold  :  I  fuppofe  they 
might  all  weigh  near  a  pound. 

The  other  cheft  I  found  had  fome 
clothes  in  it,  but  of  little  value  :  but 
by  the  circumftances  it  imift  have  be- 
longed to  the  gunner's  mate  ;  though 
there  was  no  powder  in  it,  but  about 
two  pounds  of  glazed  powder  in  the 
three  flafks,  kept,  I  fuppofe,  for  charg- 
ing their  fowling-pieces  on  occafion  : 
tipon  the  whole,  I  got  very  little  by 
this  voyage,  that  was  of  much  ufe  to 
me;  for,  as  to  the  money,  I  had  no 
manner  of  occafion  for  it ;  it  was  to 
me  as  the  dirt  under  my  feet;  and  I 
would  have  given  it  ail  for  three  or 
four  pair  of  Englifh  fhoes  and  itock- 
ings,  which  were  things  I  greatly 
wanted,  but  had  not  had  on  my  feet 
new  for  many  years :  I  had,  indeed, 
gotten  two  pair  of  Ihoes  now,  which  I 
took  off  of  the  feet  of  the  two  drown- 
ed men,  whom  I  faw  in  the  wreck  ; 
and  1  found  two  pair  more  in  one  of 
the  chelts,  vv!u< 

to  me,    but  they  were  not   like  our 
Kngiifh  flioes,  either  for  « 
vie;.,  being  rather  what  we  call  pumps 
than  mots.     I  found  in  this  Hainan's 
•cheit  ahcu:  .  \^y- 


als,  but  no  gold  :  I  fuppofe  this  be- 
longed to  a  poorer  man  than  the  other, 
which  itemed  to  belong  to  fome  gi- 
ticti . 

Well,  however,  I  lugged  this  mg- 
'  ney  home  to  my  cave,  and  Jaid  it  up, 
as  I  had  done  that  before,,  which  I 
brought  fri-in  our  own  (hip  5  but  it  was 
great  pity,  as  I  laid,  that  the  other 
p. ut- of  the  (hip  had  not  come  to  my 
fliare  ;  for  J  am  fat  is,  lied  I  might  have 
!  my  canoe  feveral  times  over  with 
money,  which,  if  I  had  ever  efcaped 
to  England,  would  luive  lain  here  fate 
enough  till  I  might  have  come  again 
and  fetched  it. 

Having  now  brought  all  my  things 
on  fliore,  and  fee u red  them,  I  went 
back  to  my  boat,  and  rowed  or  pad- 
dled her  along  the  more  to  her  old 
harbour,  where  I  laid  her  up,  and  made 
the  bell  of  my  way  to  my  old  habi- 
tation, where  I  found  every  thing  fafe 
and  quiet;  fo  I  began  to  repofe  my- 
felf,  live  after  my  old  fafhion,  and 
take  care  of  my  family  affairs  j  ajid, 
for  a  while,  I  lived  eafy  enough  ;  on- 
ly that  I  was  more  vigilant  than  I 
ufed  to  be,  looked  out  oftener,  and 
did  not  go  abroad  fo  much  5  and  if  at 
any  time  I  did  ftir  with  any  freedom, 
it  was  always  to  the  ealt  part  of  the 
illand,  where  I  was  pretty  well  futis- 
fied  the  favages  never  came,  and  wheie 
J  could  go  without  fo  many  precau- 
tions, and  fuch  a  load  of  arms  and 
ammunition  as  I  always  catried  with 
me  if  I  went  the  other  way. 

I  lived  in  this  condition  near  two 
years  more  ;  but  my  unlucky  head, 
that  was  always  to  let  me  know  it 
was  born  to  make  my  body  mifeiable, 
was  all  thole  two  years  filled  with  pro- 
je6ts  and  ikfi^ns,  how,  if  it  were 
pollible,  I  might  get  away  from  this 
illand  j  for  ibmcMmes  I  was  for  mak- 
ing another  voyage  to  the  wreck,  though 
m.y  rcafon  told  iue  that  there  was  no- 
thing left  there  worth  the  ha/ard  of 
my  voynge :  fometimes  for  a  ramble 
one  way>  foinetimes  another  j  and  I 
believe  verily,  if  J  had  had  the  boat 
that  I  went  from  Sal  Ice  in,  I  ihould 
.have  ventured  to  lea,  bound  any  where, 
I  knew  not  whiihei. 

I  have  been,  in  r«!i  my  circumrtances, 
a  memento  to  thofe  wh.o  arc  touched 
with  that  gc;  it-  ot  mankind^ 

whence ,  xuow,  on 

of  then  ;:t;ui,  that 

of 
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of  not  being  fatisfied  with  the  ftation 
wherein  God  and  nature  hath  placed 
them;  for,  not  to  look  back  upon  my 
primitive  condition,  and  the  excellent 
advice  of  my  father,  the  oppofition  to 
which  was,  as  I  may  call  it,  my  ori- 
ginal iin,  my  fubfequent  miftakes  of 
the  lame  kind  have  been  the  means  ot 
my  coming  into  this  miferable  con- 
dition ;  for  had  that  Providence,  which 
Ib  happily  had  feated  me  at  the  Bra- 
zils, as  a  planter,  blefTed  me  with 
confined  defires,  and  could  I  have  been 
contented  to  have  gone  on  gradually, 
I  might  have  been  by  this  time,  I 
mean  in  the  time  of  my  being  on  this 
ifland,  one  of  the  molt  considerable 
planters  in  the  Brazils;  nay,  I  am 
perfuaded,  that  by  the  improvements 
I  had  made  in  that  little  time  I  lived 
there,  and  the  increafe  I  mould  pro- 
bably have  made,  if  I  had  ftayed,  I 
might  have  been  worth  an  hundred 
thoufand  moidores;  and  what  bufmefs 
had  I  to  leave  a  fettled  fortune,  well 
(locked  plantation,  improving  and  in- 
creafing,  to  turn  fupercargo  to  Gui- 
nea, to  fetch  Negroes,  when  patience 
and  time  would  have  fo  increafed  our 
ftock  at  home,  that  we  could  have 
bought  them  at  our  own  doors,  from 
thofe  whofe  bufmefs  it  was  to  fetch 
them  ?  And  though  it  had  coft  us 
fomething  more,  yet  the  difference  of 
that  price  was  by  no  means  worth  fav- 
ing  at  fo  great  a  hazard. 

But  as  this  is  ordinarily  the  fate  of 
young  heads,  fo  reflection  upon  the 
folly  of  it  is  as  ordinarily  the  exerciie 
of  more  years,  or  of  the  dear  bought 
experience  of  time  ;  and  fo  it  was  with 
me  now  j  and  yet  fo  deep  had  the  mif- 
take  taken  root  in  my  temper,  that  I 
could  not  fatisfy  myfelf  in  my  ftation, 
but  was  continually  poring  upon  the 
means  and  pofilbility.  of  'my  efcape 
from  this  place ;  and  that  I  may,  with 
the  greater  pleafure  to  the  reader,  bring 
on  the  remaining  part  of  my  ftory,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  give  fome  ac- 
. count  of  my  firft  conceptions  on  the 
fubject  of  this  foolifh  fcheme  for  my 
efcape,  and  how  and  upon  what  foun- 
dation I  acted. 

I  am  now  to  be  fuppofed  to  be  re- 
tired into  my  caftle,, after  my  late  voy- 
age to  the  wreck,  my  frigate  laid  up, 
and  fecured  under  water  as  ufual,  and 
my  condition  reftored  to  what  it  was 
betbie :  I  had  more  wealth,  indeed,  than 


I  had  before,  but  was  rot  at  a{I 
the  richer;  for  I  had  no  more  ufe  for 
it,  than  the  Indians  of  Pent  had  be- 
fore the  Spaniards  came  thither. 

It  was  one  of  the  nights  in  the  rainy 
feafon  in  March,  the  four  and  twen- 
tieth year  or'  my  firft  fetting  foot  in 
this  ifland  of  folitarinefs,  I  was  lying 
in  my  bed,  or  hammock,  awake,  very 
well  in  health,  had  ho  pain,  no  dif- 
temper,  no  uneaiinefs  of  body,  no, 
nor  any  uneafmefs  of  mind  more  than 
ordinary,  but  could  by  no  means  clofe 
my  eyes;  that  is,  fo  as  to  fleep;  no, 
not  a  wink  all  night  long,  otherwife 
than  as  follows. 

It  is  as  impofiibls  as  needlefs,  to 
fet  down  the  innumerable  crowd  of 
thoughts  that  whirled  through  that 
great  thoroughfare  of  the  brain,  the  me- 
mory, in  this  night's  time  :  I  ran  over 
the  whole  hiftory  of  my  Jife  in  minia- 
ture, or  by  abridgement,  as  I  may  call 
it,  to  my  coming  to  this  ifland ;  and  alfo 
ot  that  part  of  my  life  fince  I  came  to 
this  ifland  j  in  my  reflections  upon  the 
ftate  of  my  cafe,  fince  I  came,  on  (here 
on  this  ifland,  I  was  comparing  the 
happy  pofture  of  my  affairs,  in  the 
firft  years  of  my  habitation  here,  to 
that  courfe  of  anxiety,  fear,  and  care, 
which  I  had  lived  in  ever  fince  I  had 
feen  the  print  of  a  foot  in  the  fand ; 
not  that  I  did  riot  believe  the  favages 
had  frequented  the  ifland  even  all  the 
while,  and  might  have  been  feveral 
hundred  of  them  at  times  on  fhore 
there ;  but  as  I  had  never  know  it, 
and  was  incapable  of  any  npprehen- 
fions  about  it,  my  fatisfaction  was 
perfect,  though  my  danger  was  the 
fame;  and  I  was 'as  happy  in  not 
knowing  my  danger,  as  if  I  had  ne- 
ver really  been  expofed  to  it;  this  fur- 
nifhed  my  thoughts  with  many  very 
profitable  reflections,  and  particularly 
th's  one:  *  How  infinitely  good  that 
Providence  is,  which  has  fettled  in. 
it's  government  of  mankind  fuch  nar- 
row bounds  to  his  fight  and  know- 
ledge of  things  ;  and  though  he  walki 
intheinidft  of  fo  many  thoufand  dan- 
gers, the  fight  of  which,  if  di (covered 
to  him,  would  di  ft  raet  his  mind,  and 
fink  his  fpirits,  he  is  kept  ferene  and 
calm,  by  having  the  eveiltS  cf  things 
hid  from  his  eyes,  and  knowing  no- 
thing of  the  dangers  which  furround 
him.' 

After  thefe  thoughts  had  for  fome 
N  time 
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time  entertained  mf,  I  came  to  refleft 
ferioufly  upon  the  real  danger  I  had 
been  in  for  fo  many  years  in  this  very 
ifland  5  and  how  I  had  walked  about 
in  the  greateft  fecurity,  and  with  all 
poflible  tranquillity,  even  when  per- 
haps nothing  but  a  brow  of  an  hill, 
a  great  tree,  or  the  cafual  approach  of 
night,  hud  been  between  me  and  the 
worft  kind  of  definition  ;  viz.  thut 
of  falling  into  the  hands  of  canibals 
and  favages,  who  would  have  feized 
on  me  with  the  fame  view  as  I  did  on 
a  goat  or  a  turtle,  and  have  thought  it 
no  more  a  crime  to  kill  and  devour  me, 
than  I  did  of  a  pigeon  or  a  curlieu ; 
I  mould  unjullly  flandcr  myfelf,  if 
I  fhould  fry  I  was  not  fincerely  thank- 
ful  to  my  Great  Preferver,  to  whole 
iingular  protection  I  acknowledged, 
with  great  humility,  that  all  thefe  un- 
known deliverances  were  due,  and 
without  which  I  mould  inevitably 
have  fallen  into  their  mercilefs  hands. 

When  ihefe  thoughts  were  over, 
my  head  was  for  fome  time  taken  up 
in  confidering  the  nature  of  thefe 
wretched  creatures  ;  I  mean,  the  fa- 
vages ;  and  how  it  came  to  pafs  in  the 
world,  that  the  Wile  Governor  of  all 
things  fhould  give  up  any  of  his  crea- 
tures to  fuch  inhumanity,  nay,  to 
fomething  fo  much  below  even  bruta- 
lity itlelf,  as  to  devour  it's  own  kind; 
but  as  this  ended  in  fome  (at  that  time 
fruitlefs)  fpeculations,  it  occurred  to 
me  to  enquire  what  part  of  the  world 
thefe  wretches  lived  in  j  how  far  off 
the  coaft  was  from  whence  they  came  } 
what  they  ventured  fo  far  from  home 
for;  what  kind  of  boats  they  had  j 
and  why  I  might  not  order  myfelf, 
and  my  bufinefs  fo,  that  I  might  be  as 
able  to  go  over  thither,  as  they  were  to 
come  to  me. 

I  never  lo  much  as  troubled  myfelf 
to  confider,  what  I  mould  do  with 
myfelf  when  I  c.ime  thither  ;  what 
fliould  become  of  me,  if  I  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  favages  ;  or  how  I  fliould 
efcape  from  them,  if  they  attempted 
me;  no,  nor  fo  much  as  how  it  was 
poiBble  for  me  to  reach  the  coaft,  and 
not  be  attempted  by  fume  or  othrr  of 
them,  without  any  poflibility  of  deli- 
vering myfelf  j  and  if  I  fhculd  not  fall 
into  their  hands,  what  I  rtiould  do  for 
provifion,  or  whither  I  fhould  bend 
my  courfe ;  none  of  thefe  thoughts,  I 
fay,  fo  much  as  came  in  my  way;  but 


my  mind  was  wholly  bent  upon  thtf 
notion  of  my  pafltng  over  in  my  boat 
to  the  main  land  :  I  looked  back  upon 
my  prefent  condition,  as  the  moft  mi- 
ferable  that  could  pofiibly  be;  that  I 
was  not  able  to  throw  myfelf  into  any 
tiling  but  death  that  could  be  called 
worfe;  that  if  I  reached  the  more  of  the 
main,  I  might,  perhaps,  meet  with  re- 
lief ;  or  I  mightcoaft  along,  as  I  did  on 
the  more  of  Africa,  till  I  came  to  fome 
inhabited  country,  and  where  I  might 
find  fome  relief,  and  after  all,  perhaps, 
I  might  fall  in  with  fome  Chriftian 
fhip  that  might  take  me  in  ;  and  if  the 
worft  came  to  the  worft,  I  could  but 
die,  which  would  put  ar  end  to  all 
thefe  miferies  at  once.  Pray  note,  all 
this  was  the  fruit  of  a  dilturbed  mine!, 
an  impatient  temper,  made,  as  it  were, 
defperate  by  the  long  continuance  of 
my  troubles,  and  the  difappointmenta 
I  had  met  in  the  wreck  I  had  been  on 
bonrd  of,  and  where  I  had  been  fo 
near  the  obtaining  of  what  I  fo  earn- 
eftly  longed  for,  viz.  fomebody  tofpeak 
to,  and  to  learn  fome  knowledge  from, 
of  the  place  where  I  was,  and  of  the 
probable  means  of  my  deliverance  :  I 
fay,  I  was  agitated  wholly  by  thefe 
thoughts.  All  my  calm  of  mind  in 
my  refignation  to  Providence,  and 
waiting  the  iflue  of  the  difpofitions  of 
Heaven,  feemed  to  be  fufpended ;  and 
I  had,  as  it  were,  no  power  to  turn 
my  thoughts  to  any  thing,  but  the  pro- 
ject of  a  voyage  to  the  main,  which 
came  upon  me  with  fuch  force,  and 
fuch  an  impetuofity  of  defire,  that  U 
was  not  to  be  refifted. 

When  this  had  agitated'my  thoughts 
for  two  hours  or  more,  with  fuch  vio- 
lence, that  it  fet  my  very  blood  into  a 
ferment,  and  my  pulfe  beat  as  high  as 
if  I  had  been  in  a  fever,  merely  with 
the  extraordinary  fervour  of  my  mind 
about  it;  nature,  as  if  I  had  been  fa- 
tigued and  exhaufted  with  the  very- 
thought  of  it,  threw  me  into  a  found 
fleep:  one  wouldhave  thought  I  fhould 
have  dreamed  or  it;  but  I  did  not,  nor 
of  any  thing  relating  to  it;  but  I 
dreamed,  that  as  I  was  going  out  in 
the  morning,  as  ufual,  from  my  caftle, 
I  law  upon  the  fliore  two  canoes, 
and  eleven  tavages  coming  to  land, 
and  that  they  brought  with  them  an- 
other favage,  whom  they  were  going  to 
kill,  in  order  to  eat  Irm;  when,  on  a 
fudtlen,  the  favage  that  they  were 

going 
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going  to   kill  jumped  away,  and  ran 
for  his  life}    then  I  thought  in  my 
fleep,  that  he  came  running  into  my 
Jittle  thick    grove,    before    my    forti- 
fication, to  hidehimfelf;  and  that  I, 
feeing  him  alone,  and  not  perceiving 
that  the  others  fought  him  that  way, 
(hewed  myfelf  to  him,    and    fmiling 
upon  him,  encouraged   him  :  that  he 
kneeled  down  to  me,  feeming  to  pray 
me  toaffift  him  j  upon  which  I  ft)ewed 
j«y  ladder,  made  him  go  up  it,  and 
carried  him  into  my  cave,  and  he  be- 
came my  fervant;  and  that  as  foon  as 
I  had  gotten  this  man,  I  laid  to  my- 
felf, 4  Now  I  may   certainly  venture 
to    the  main    land  j  for  this  fellow 
will  ferve  me  as   a  pilot,  and  will 
tell  me  what  to  do,  and  whither  to 
go  for  provifions,  and  whither  not 
tQ  go   for  fear  of  being  devoured  j 
what   places  to  venture  into,    and 
what  to  efcape.'     I  waked  with  this 
nought,  and  was  under  fuch  inexpref- 
fible  impreffions   of  joy   at  the  pro- 
fpecjt  of  my  efcape  in  my  dream,  that 
the  difappointments  which  I  felt  upon 
coming  to  myfelf,  and  rinding  it  was 
no  more  than  a  dream,  were   equally 
extravagant  the  other  way,  and  threw 
me  into   a   very    great   dejection    of 
fpirit. 

Upon  this,  however,  I  made  this 
conclufion  ;  that  my  only  way  to  go 
about  an  attempt  for  an  eicape,  was, 
if  poflible,  to  get  a  favage  in  my  pof- 
feflion  j  and,  if  poffible,  it  fhould  be 
one  of  their  prifoners  whom  they  had 
condemned  to  be  eaten,  and  mould 
bring  hitherto  kill ;  but thefe  thoughts 
ilill  were  attended  with  this  difficulty, 
that  it  was  impoflible  to  effect  this, 
without  attacking  a  whole  caravan  of 
them,  and  killing  them  all  j  and  this 
was  not  only  a  very  defperate  attempt, 
and  might  mifcarry;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  had  greatly  fcrupled  the  law- 
ful nefs  of  it  to  me,  and  my  heart 
trembled  at  the  thoughts  of  fhedding 
fo  much  blood,  though  it  was  for  iny 
deliverance  :  I  need  not  repeat  the  ar- 
guments which  occurred  tp  meagainft 
this,  they  being  the  fame  mentioned 
before  j  but  though  I  had  other  rea- 
fons  to  offer  now  ;  viz,  that  thofe  men 
were  enemies  to  my  life,  and  would 
devour  me,  if  they  could;  that  it  was 
felf-prefervation,  in  the  higheft  degree, 
to  deliver  myfelf  from  this  death  of  a 
life,  and  was  a&ing  in  my  own  de- 


fence, as  much  as  if  they  were  a&ual- 
jy  affaulting  me,  and  the  like;  I  fay, 
though  thefe  things  argued  for  it,  yet 
the  thoughts  of  fliedding  human  blood 
for  my  deliverance  were  very  terrible 
to  me,  and  fuch  as  I  could  by  no 
means  reconcile  myfelf  to  a  great 
while. 

However,  at  laft,  after  many  fecret 
difputes  with  myfelf,  and  after  great 
perplexities  about  it  (for  all  thefe  argu- 
ments, one  way  and  another,  lirug- 
gled  in  my  head  a  long  time)  the 
eager  prevailing  defire  of  deliverance 
at  length  mattered  all  the  reft  ;  and  I 
refolved,  if  poflible,  to  get  one  of 
thefe  fayages  into  my  hands,  cpft  what 
it  would  :  my  next  thing  then  was  to 
contrive  how  to  do  it ;  and  this,  in- 
deed, was  very  difficult  to  refplve  on  : 
but  as  I  could  pitch  upon  no  probable 
means  for  it,  fo  I  refolved  to  put  my- 
felf upon  the  watch,  to  fee  them  when 
they  came  on  fhore,  and  leave  the  reft 
to  the  event,  taking  fuch  meafures  as 
the  opportunity  fhould  prefent,  let  it 
be  what  It  would. 

With  thefe  refolutipns  in  my  thoughts, 
I  fet  myfelf  upon  the  fcout,  as  often 
as  pofTible,  and  indeed  fo  often,  till  I 
was  heartily  tired  of  it ;  for  it  was 
above  a  year  and  a  half  that  I  waited, 
and  for  a  great  part  of  that  time  went 
out  to  the  weft  end,  an4  to  the  fouth- 
welt  corner  of  the  J/iand,  almoft  every 
<jay,  to  fee  the  canoes,  but  none  ap- 
peared ;  this  was  very  difcouraging, 
and  began  to  trouble  me  much  j  though 
I  cannot  fay  that  it  did  in  this  cafe  as 
it  had  done  fome  time  before  that,  viz. 
wear  off  the  edge  of  my  defire  to  the 
thing ;  but  the  longer  it  feemed  to  be 
delayed,  the  more  eager  I  was  for  it : 
in  a  word,  I  was  not  at  firit  more 
careful  to  mun  the  fight  of  thefe  fa- 
vages,  and  avoid  being  feen  by  them, 
than  I  was  now  eager  to  be  upon 
them. 

Befides,  I  fancied  myfelf  able  tp 
manage  one,  nay,  two  or  three  fa- 
vages,  if  I  had  them,  fo  as  to  make 
them  entirely  flaves  to  me,  to  do  what- 
ever I  mould  direft  them,  and  to  pre- 
vent their  being  able,  at  any  time,  to 
do  me  any  hurt.  It  was  a  great  while 
that  I  pleafed  myfelf  with  this  affair, 
but  nothing  Hill  prefented  j  all  my  fan- 
cies and  fchemes  came  to  nothing,  for 
no  favages  eame  near  me  for  a  great 
while, 

N  a  Abou 
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About  a  year  and  a  half  after  I  had 
entertained  thefe  notions,  and,  by  long 
mufing,  had,  as  it  were,  refolved  them 
all  into  nothing,  for  want  of  an  oc- 
cafion  to  put  them  in  execution,  I  was 
iurprized  one  morning  early,  with  fee- 
ing no  lefsthan  five  canoes  all  on  fhore 
together,  on  my  fide  the  ifland,  and 
the  people  who  belonged  to  them  all 
Jamled,  and  out  of  my  fight :  the  num- 
ber of  them  broke  all  my  meafures  ; 
for  feeing  fo  many,  and  knowing  that 
they  always  came  four,  or  fix,  or  fome- 
times  more,  in  a  boat,  I  could  not  tell 
what  to  think  of  it,  or  how  to  take 
jriy  rneafures  to  attack  twenty  or  thir- 
ty men  iingle  handed}  fo  I  lay  ftiil  in 
mycaftle,  perplexed,  and  difcomfort- 
ed ;  however,  I  put  mylelf  into  ajl 
the  fame  poft-ires  for  an  mack  that  I 
had  formerly  provided,  and  was  juit 
ready  for  a£bon,  if  any  thing  had 
prefent-ed:  having  waited  a  good  while, 
liftening  to  hear  if  they  made  any  noife, 
at  length  being  very  impatient,.!  let 
my  guns  at  the  foot  of  my  ladder,  and 
clambered  up  to  the  top  of  the  hill  by 
my  two  ftages,  as  ufual ;  ftanding  fo* 
however,  that  my  head  did  not  appear 
above  the  hill  ;  io  that  they  could  not 
perceive  me  by  any  means  :  here  I  ob- 
Isrved,  by  the  help  of  my  perfpective- 
giafs,  that  they  were  no  lei's  than  thir- 
ty in  number,  that  they  had  a  fire  kind- 
led, and  that  they  had  had  meat  d  re  fl- 
ed 5  how  they  cooked  it,  that  I  know 
not,  or  what  it  was  ;  but  they  were  all 
dancing,  in  I  know  not  how  many 
barbarous  gethtres  and  figures,  their 
own  way,  round  the  fire. 

When  I  was  thus  looking  on  them, 
I  perceived  by  my  perfpeclive  two  mi- 
ferab'.e  wretches  dragged  from  the 
boats,  when.1,  it  Hems,  they  were  laid 
by,  and  were  now  brought  out  for  the 
il-uughter,  I  perceived  one  of  them  im- 
mediately fall,  being  knocked  down, 
1  fuppQle,  with  a  club  or  wo6den 
f*,vor  1,  for  that  was  their  way  ;  knd 
two  or  three  others  were  at  work  im- 
mediately, cutting  him  open  for  their 
cookery,  while  the  other  victim  was 
:ulin«by  himfelf,  till  they  fhould 
.Jy  tor  nim  :  in  that  very  ino- 
nientj'this  poor  wretch  feeing  himfelf 
a  litti  ,  nature  infpired  him 

with    hopes  of   Jiff,  and  he  ftan 
T/ay  f  ,   ami   ran  with  incre- 
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part  of  the  coaft  where  my  habitation 
was. 

I  was  dreadfully  frighted  (that  I 
mull  acknowledge)  when  I  perceived 
him  to  run  my  way;  and  efpecially 
when,  as  I  thought,  I  faw  him  pur- 
fued  by  the  whole  body  j  and  now  I 
expected  that  part  of  my  dream  was 
coming  to  pafs,  and  that  he  would 
certainly  take  fhelter  in  my  grove; 
but  I  could  not  depend,  by  any  means, 
upon  my  dream  for  the  reft  of  it;  viz. 
that  the  other  favages  would  not  pur- 
fue  him  thither,  and  find  him  there  : 
however,  I  kept  my  ftation,  and  my 
fpirits  began  to  recover,  when  I  found 
that  there  were  not  above  three  men 
that  followed  him;  and  (Hll  more  was 
I  encouraged,  when  I  found  that  he 
outitript  them  exceedingly  in  running, 
and  gained  ground  of  them,  fo  that  iY 
he  could  but  hold  it  for  half  an  hour, 
I  faw  eafily  he  would  fairly  get  away 
from  them  all. 

There  was  between  them  and  my 
caftle  the  creek,  which  I  mentioned 
often  at  the  firft  part  of  my  ftory,  when 
I  landed  my  cargoes  out  of  the  (hip  j 
and  this  I  knew  he  muft  neceflarily 
f'wim  over,  or  the  poor  wretch  would 
betaken  there:  but  when  the  favage 
efcaping  came  thither,  he  maiu 
thing  ef  it,  though  the  tide  was  then 
up  ;  but  plunging  in,  fwam  through 
in  about  thirty  itrokes,  or  thereabout^, 
landed,  and  ran  on  with  exceeding 
ftrength  and  fwiftnefs  :  when  the  three 
purfuers  came  to  the  creek,  I  found 
that  two  of  them  could  fwim,  but  the 
third  could  riot,  and  that  he,  fl-amlin^ 
on  the  other  fide,  looked  at, the  other, 
but  went  no  farther,  and  foon  aftrr 
went  foftly  back  again  5  which, 
happened,  was  very  well  for  him  in 
the  main. 

I  obferved  that  the  two  who  fwam, 
were   yet   more    than    twi'  - 
fwimming  over    the    creek    than    the 
fellow   was   that   fk'd  from   them  :    it 
c.tnie     now     very    warmly    upon    my 
thoughts,  and  indeed  irrtfiftibly,  that 
now  was  my  time  to  g;et  me  :\  Icrv.mf, 
and  perhaps  a  companion   or  aflill  int, 
and  that  I  was  batted  plainly  by 
vidcnce   to  fave  this    poor 
lit'r.    I  immediately  got  down  th 
ah  all  poffible expedition,  : 
ed  my  two  guns,   for  they   were   botli 
at  the  foot  <>f  the  ladder,  as  I  oh 

••,  ai;d  getting  up  again  with  th« 
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fame  hafte  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  I 
crofted  towards  the  lea  ;  and,  having 
a  very  fhort  cut,  and  all  down-hill, 
clapped  myielf  in  the  way  between  the 
purfuers  and  the  purfued,  hallooing 
aloud  to  him  that  fled  ;  who,  looking 
back,  was  at  firft  perhaps  as  much 
frighted  at  me  as  at  them  ;  but  I  beck- 
oned with  my  hand  to  him  to  come 
back;  and  in  the  mean  time,  I  (lowly 
advanced  towards  the  two  that  follow- 
ed ;  then  rufhing  at  once  upon  the 
foremoll,  I  knocked  him  down  with 
the  flock  of  my  piece:  I  was  loth  to 
fire,  becaufe  I  would  not  have  the  reft 
hear ;  though  at  that  diflance  it  would 
not  have  been  eafily  heard  ;  and  being 
out  of  fight  of  the  1'moke  too,  they  would 
not  have  eafily  known  what  to  make  of 
it.  Having  knocked  this  fellow  down, 
the  other  who  purfued  him  Hopped,  as 
if  he  had  been  frightened,  and  I  ad- 
vanced apace  towards  him  ;  but  as  I 
came  nearer,  I  perceived  prefently  he 
had  a  bow  and  arrow,  and  was  fitting 
it  to  fhoot  at  me  ;  fo  I  was  then  necef- 
iitated  to  moot  at  him  firft  ;  which  I 
did,  and  killed  him  at  the  firft  fhot. 
The  poor  favage  who  fled,  but  had 
flopped,  though  he  faw  both  his  ene- 
mies fallen-,  and  killed  (as  he  thought) 
yet  was  fo  frighted  with  the  fire  and 
noife  of  my  piece,  that  he  flood  ftock- 
itill,  and  neither  came  forward,  nor 
•went  backward,  though  he  feemed 
rather  inclined  to  fly  (till  than  to  come 
on.  I  hallooed  again  to  him,  and 
made  figns  to  come  forward,  which 
he  eafily  underftood,  and  came  a  little 
way,  then  flopped  again,  and  then  a 
little  farther,  and  flopped  again  ;  and 
I  could  then  perceive  that  he  flood 
trembling,  as  if  he  had  been  taken 
prifoner,  and  had  juft  been  to  be  kill- 
ed, as  his  two  enemies  were.  I  beck- 
oned him  again  to  come  to  me,  and 
gave  him  all  the  figns  of  encourage- 
ment that  I  could  think  of;  and  he 
came  nearer  and  nearer,  kneeling 
down  every  ten  or  twelve  Heps,  in 
token  of  acknowledgment  for  laving 
his  life.  I  fmiled  at  him,  and  looked 
pleafantly,  and  beckoned  to  him  to 
come  frill  nearer.  At  length  he  came 
dole  to  me,  and  then  he  kneeled  down 
again,  killed  the  ground,  and  laid  his 
head  upon  the  ground,  and  taking  me 
by  the  foot,  let  my  foot  upon  his  head : 
this,  it  leems,  was  in  token  of  fwear- 
ing  to  be  my  fhye  for  ever.  I  took 


him  up,  and  made  muoh  of  him,  and 
encouraged  him  all  I  could.  Kut  there 
was  more  work  to  do  yet  ;  for  I  per- 
ceived the  favage,  whom  I  knocked 
down,  was  not  killed,  but  thinned 
with  the  blow,  and  began  to  come  to 
himfelf:  fo  I  pointed  to  him,  and 
mewed  him  the  favage,  that  he  was 
not  dead  ;  upon  this  he  i'poke  fome 
words  to  me,  and  though  I  could  not 
underftand  them,  yet  I  thought  they 
were  plealant  to  hear,  for  they  were 
the  firfl  found  of  a  imn's  voice  that  I 
had  heard  (my  own  excepted)  for  a- 
bove  five  and  twenty  years  :  but  there 
was  no  time  for  fuch  reflections  now  ; 
the  favage,  who  was  knocked  down, 
recovered  himfejf  fo  far,  as  to  fit  up 
upon  the  ground  j  and  I  perceived  that 
my  favage  began  to  be  afraid  ;  but 
when  I  law  that,  I  prelented  my  other 
piece  at  the  man,  as  if  I  would  Ihoot 
him;  upon  this  my  i'avage,  for  fo  I 
call  him  now,  made  a  motion  to  me 
to  lend  him  my  fword,  which  hung 
naked  in  a  belt  by  my  fide ;  fo  I  did  : 
he  no  fooner  had  it,  but  he  runs  to 
his  enemy,  and  at  one  blow  cut  off 
his  head  fo  cleverly,  no  executioner 
in  Germany  could  have  done  it  fooner 
or  better;  which  I  thought  it  very 
flrange  for  orte,  who,  I  had  reafon  to 
believe,  never  law  a  fword  in  his  life 
before,  except  their  own  wooden 
fwurds  ;  however,  it  feems,  as  I  learn- 
ed afterwards,  they  made  their  wood- 
en fvvords  fo  fharp,  fo  heavy,  and  the 
wood  is  fo  hard,  that  they  will  cutoff 
heads  even  with  them,  ay,  and  aims, 
and  that  at  one  blow  too.  When  he 
had  done  this,  he  comes  laughing  to 
me  in  lign  of  triumph,  and  brought 
me  the  fword  again  ;  and  with  abun- 
dance of  geltures,  which  I  did  not  un- 
derfland,  laid  it  down,  with  the  head 
of  the  favage  that  he  had  killed,  juil 
before  me. 

But  that  which  aftonimed  him  mod 
was,  to  know  how  I  had  killed  the 
other  Indian  fo  far  off;  fo  pointing  to 
him,  he  made  figns  to  me  to  let  him  go 
to  him  :  fo  I  bade  him  go,  as  well  as  I 
could.  When  he  came  to  him,  he  flood 
like  one  amazed,  looking  at  him  ;  turn- 
ed him  firft  on  one  fide,  then  on  the 
other;  looked  at  the  wound  the  bullet 
had  made,  which,  it  feems,  was  juft  in 
his  breaft,  where  it  had  made  an  hole, 
and  no  great  quantity  of  blood  had 
followed,  but  he  had  bled  inwardly,  i.or 

he 


102 


ROBINSON    CRUSOE. 


lie  was  quite  dead.  Then  he  took  up 
his  bow  and  arrows,  and  came  back; 
Ib  I  turned  to  go  away,  and  beckoned 
to  him  to  follow  me,  making  fi^ns 
to  him,  that  more  might  come  after 
them. 

Upon  this  he  fignified  to  me,  that  he 
fhould.bury  them  with  fand,  that  they 
might  not  be  fecn  by  the  reft,  if  they 
followed  j  and  ib  I  made  figns  again  to 
him  to  do  fo.  He  fell  to  work,  and  in 
an  inftnnt  he  had  fcraped  an  hole  in 
the  fand  with  his  hands,  big  enough  to 
bury  the  firft  in,  and  then  dragged 
him  into  it,  and  covered  him;  and  did 
fo  alfo  by  the  other.  I  believe  he  had 
buried  them  both  in  a  quarter  of  an 
hour.  Then  calling  him  away,  I  car- 
ried him  not  to  my  caflle,  but  quite 
away  to  my  cave,  on  the  farther  part 
of  the  ifland:  fo  I  did  not  let  my 
dream  come  to  pafs  in  that  part,  viz. 
that  he  came  into  rny  grove  for  (helter. 

Here  I  gave  him  bread,  and  a  bunch 
of  raifms  to  eat,  and  a  draught  of  wa- 
ter, which  I  found  he  was  indeed  in 
great  diitrefs  for  by  his  running;  and 
having  refreshed  him,  I  made  figns 
for  him  to  go  lie  down  and  fleep,  point- 
ing to  a  place  where  I  had  laid  a  great 
parcel  or"  rice  ftraw,  and  a  blanket  upon 
it,  which  I  ufed  to  fleep  upon  myJelf 
fometimes  ;  ib  the  poor  creature  Jay 
down,  and  went  to  fleep. 

He  was  a  comely,  handfome  fellow, 
perfectly  well  made,  with  itraight  long 
limbs,  not  too  large,  tall,  and  well- 
fhaped ;  and,  as  I  reckon,  about  twenty- 
fix  years  of  age.  He  had  a  very  good 
countenance,  not  a  fierce  and  furly 
afpeft,  but  feemed  to  have  fomething 
very  manly  in  his  face,  and  yet  he  had 
all  the  fweetnefs  and  foftnefs  of  an 
European  in  his  countenance  too,  efpe- 
cially  when  he  fmiled  :  his  hair  was 
long  and  black,  not  curled  like  wool ; 
his  forehead  very  high  and  large,  and 
a  great  vivacity  and  fparkling  marp- 
nef's  in  his  eyes.  The  colour  of  his 
/kin  was  not  quite  black,  but  very 
tawny,  and  yet  not  of  an  ugly  yellow, 
naufeous  tawny,  as  the  Brazilians  and 
Virginians,  and  other  natives  of  Ame- 
rica are,  but  of  a  bright  kind  of  a  dun 
ohve  colour,  that  had  in  it  fomething 
very  agreeable,  though  not  very  eai'y 
to  defcribe.  His  face  was  round  and 
plump,  his  nofc  fmall,  not  flat  like 
the  Negroes  ;  a  very  good  mouth,  thin 
lips,  and  his  teeth  line,  well-Tet,  and 


white  as  ivory.  After  he  had  flurn- 
bered,  rather  than  flept,  about  half  an 
hour,  he  waked  again,  and  comes  out 
of  the  cave  to  me,  for  I  had  been  milk- 
ing my  goats  which  I  had  in  the  in- 
clofure  juit  by.  When  he  efpied  me, 
he  came  running  to  me,  laying  him- 
felf  down  again  upon  the  ground,  with 
all  the  poffible  figns  of  an  humble 
thankful  difpofition,  making  many 
antick  gellures  to  mew  it.  At  laft  be 
lays  his  head  flat  upon  the  ground, 
clofe  to  my  foot,  and  fets  my  other 
foot  upon  his  head,  as  he  had  done 
before ;  and  after  this  made  all  the 
fjgns  to  me  of  fubje«5\ion,  fervitude, 
and  fubmifllon  imaginable,  to  let  me 
know  how  much  he  would  ferve  me  as 
long  as  he  lived.  I  underftood  him  in 
many  things,  and  let  him  know  I  was 
very  well  pleated  with  him.  In  a  litrie 
time  I  began  to  fpeak  to  him,  and  teach 
him  to  fpeak  to  me  j  and  firft,  I  made 
him  know  his  name  fliould  be  Friday, 
which  was  the  day  I  faved  bis  life, 
and  I  called  him  fo  for  the  memory  of 
the  time;  I  likewife  taught  him  to  fay 
«  Mailer,'  and  then  let  him  know  that 
was  to  be  my  name;  I  likewife  taught 
him  to  fay  Yes  and  No,  and  to  know 
the  meaning  of  them  ;  I  gave  him  fome 
milk  in  an  earthen  pot,  and  let  him  fee 
me  drink  it  before  him,  and  fop  my 
bread  in  it ;  and  I  gave  him  a  cake  Q£ 
bread  to  do  the  like,  which  he  quick- 
ly complied  with,  and  made  figns  that 
it  was  very  good  for  him. 

I  kept  there  with  him  all  that  night, 
but  as  foon  as  it  was  day,  I  beckoned 
him  to  come  with  me,  and  let  him 
know  I  would  give  him  fome  cloaths, 
at  which  he  feemed  very  glad,  for  he 
was  ftark-naked.  As  we  went  by  the 
place  where  he  had  buried  the  two  men, 
he  pointed  exactly  to  the  fpot,  and 
fhewed  me  the  marks  that  he  had 
made  to  find  them  again,  making  figns 
to  me  that  we  fhould  dig  them  up 
again,  and  eat  them  ;  at  this  I  appear- 
ed very  angry,  exprefled  my  abhor- 
rence of  it,  made  as  if  I  would  vomit 
at  the  thoughts  of  it,  and  beckoned  with 
my  hand  to  him  to  come  away,  which 
he  did  immediately  with  great  fub- 
miffion.  I  then  Jed  him  up  to  th<; 
top  of  the  hill,  to  fee  if  his  enemies 
were  gone,  and  pulling  out  my  glafs, 
I  looked,  and  law  plainly  the  place 
where  they  had  been,  but  no  appear- 
ance of  them,  or  of  their  canoes ;  fo 
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that  it  was  plain  that  they  were  gone, 
and  had  left  their  two  comraxks  be,- 
hind  them,  without  any  fearch  after 
them. 

But  I  was  not  content  with  this  dif- 
covery ;  but  having  now  more  courage, 
and  confequently  more  curiofity,  I 
took  my  man  Friday  with  me,  giving 
him  the  fword  in  his  hand,  with  the 
bow  and  arrows  at  his  back,  which  I 
found  he  could  ufe  very  dexteroufly, 
making  him  carry  one  gun  for  me, 
and  I  two  for  myfelf,  and  away  we 
marched  to  the  place  where  thefe  crea- 
tures had  been  ;  for  I  had  a  mind  now 
to  get  fome  fuller  intelligence  of  thena. 
When  I  came  to  the  place,  my  very 
blood  ran  chill  in  my  veins,  and  my 
ineart  funk  within  me  at  the  horror  of 
fhe  fpeftacle.  Indeed  it  was  a  dread- 
ful fight,  at  leaft  it  was  fo  to  me, 
though  Friday  made  nothing  of  it.  The 
place  was  covered  with  human  bones, 
the  ground  dyed  with  the  blood,  great 
pieces  of  flefh  left  litre  and  there  half- 
eaten,  mangled,  and  fcorchedj  and,  in 
fliort,  all  the  tokens  of"  the  triumphant 
feaft  they  had  been  making  there,  after 
a  viflory  over  their  enemies.  I  faw 
three  fkulls,  five  hands,  and  the  bones 
ef  three  or  four  legs  and  feet,  and 
abundance  of  other  parts  of  the  bodies^ 
and  Friday,  by  his  figns,  made  me 
underftand,  that  they  brought  over 
four  prifoners  to  feaft  upon  ;  that  three 
of  them  were  eaten  up,  and  that  he, 
pointing  to  himfelf,  was  the  fourth  ; 
that  there  had  been  a  great  battle  be- 
tween them  and  their  next  king,  whofe 
fubjefts,  it  feems,  he  had  been  one  of  j 
and  that  they  had  taken  a  great  num- 
ber of  prifoners,  all  which  were  car- 
ried to  feveral  places  by  thofe  that  had 
taken  them  in  the  flight,  in  order  to 
feaft  upon  them,  aff  was  done  here  by 
thefe  wretches  upon  thofe  they  brought 
hither. 

I  caufed  Friday  to  gather  all  the 
fkulls,  bones,  flefti,  and  whatever  re- 
mained, and  lay  them  together  on  an 
heap,  and  make  a  great  fire  upon  it, 
and  burn  them  all  to  aflies.  I  found 
Friday  had  ftill  an  hankering  ftomach 
after  Jbme  of  the  flefti,  and  was  ftill  a 
canibal  in  his  nature  j  but  I  difcover- 
ed  ib  much  abhorrence  at  the  very 
thoughts  of  it,  and  at  the  leaft  appear- 
ance of  it,  that  he  durft  not  difcover 
it ;  for  I  had,  by  fome  means,  let  him 


know,  that  I  would  kill  him  if  he  of- 
fered it. 

When  we  had  done  this,  we  came 
back  to  our  caftle,  and  there  I  fell  to 
work  for  my  man  Friday  ;  and  firft  of 
ail,  I  gave  him  a  pair  of  linen  drawers, 
which  I  had  out  of  the  poor  gunner's 
cheit  I  mentioned,  and  which  I  found 
in  the  wreck  j  and  which,  with  a  little 
alteration,  fitted  him  very  well ;  then 
I  made  him  a  jerkin  of  goat's  flcin,  as 
well  as  my  ikill  would  allow,  and  I 
was  now  grown  a  tolerable  good  tay- 
lor ;  and  I  gave  him  a  cap,  which  I  had 
made  of  an  hare-fkin,  very  convenient, 
and  fafhionable  enough :  and  thus  he 
was  dreffed,  for  the  prefent,  tolerably 
well,  and  mighty  well  was  he  pleafed 
to  fee  himfelf  almoft  as  well  cloatheil 
as  his  matter.  It  is  true,  he  went  auk- 
wardly  in  thefe  things  at  firft:  wear- 
ing the  drawers  was  very  aukward  to 
him,  and  the  ileeves  of  the  waiftcoat 
galled  his  moulders  and  the  infide  of 
his  arms ;  but  a  little  eafmg  them, 
where  he  complained  they  hurt  him, 
and  ufing  himfelf  to  them,  at  length 
he  took  to  them  very  well. 

The  next  day  after  I  came  home  to 
my  hutch  with  him,  I  began  to  con- 
fider  where  I  fhould  lodge  him  j  and 
that  I  might  do  well  for  him,  and  yet 
be  perfectly  eafy  myfelf,  I  made  a  little 
tent  for  him  in  the  vacant  place  be- 
tween my  two  fortifications,  in  the 
infide  of  the  laft,  and  in  the  outfide  of 
the  firft :  and  as  there  was  a  door  or 
entrance  there  into  my  cave,  I  made  a 
formal  framed  door- cafe,  and  a  door 
to  it  of  boards,  and  fet  it  up  in  the 
paffage,  a  little  within  the  entrance; 
and  caufing  the  door  to  open  on  the 
infide,  I  barred  it  up  in  the  night, 
taking  in  my  ladders  too  j  fo  that  Fri- 
day could  no  way  come  at  me  in  the 
infide  of  my  innermost  wall,  without 
making  fo  much  noife  in  getting  over, 
that  it  rauft  needs  awaken  me  j  for  my 
firft  wall  had  now  a  compleat  roof 
over  it  of  long  poles,  covering  all  my 
tent,  and  leaning  up  to  the  fide  of  the 
hill,  which  was  again  laifl  crois  with 
fmall  fticks  inftead  of  laths,  and  then 
thatched  over  a  great  thicknefs  with  the 
rice-ftraw1  which  was  itrong  like  reeds; 
and  at  the  hole  or  place  which  was  l«ft 
to  go  in  or  out  by  the  ladder,  I  had 
placed  a  kind  of  trap-door,  which,  if 
it  had  been  attempted  on  the  outfide, 

would 
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would  not  have  opened  at  all,  but 
would  have  fallen  down,  and  made  a 
£rcat  noilc  ;  and  as  to  weapons,  I  took 
them  all  in  to  my  Tide  every  night. 

But  I  needed  none  of  nil  this  pre- 
caution 5  lor  never  man  hail  a  more 
•faithful,  loving,  lincere  fervant,  than 
Friday  was  to  me;  without  paffions, 
fullennefs,  or  defigns;  perfectly  ob- 
liging and  engaging;  his  very  atfe6Vions 
were  tied  to  me,  like  thole  of  a  child 
to  a  father;  and  I  dare  lay,  he  would 
have  facrihced  his  life  for  the  faving 
mine,  upon  any  occafion  whatlbever. 
The  many  testimonies  he  gave  me  of 
this,  put  it  out  of  doubt  j  and  foon 
convinced  me,  thai  I  needed  to  ufe  no 
precaution*  as  to  my  lately  on  his  ac- 
count. 

This  frequently  gave  me  occafion  to 
oblerve,  and  that  with  wonder,  that, 
however  it  had  pleafed  God  in  his  pro- 
vidence, and  in  the  government  of  the 
works  of  his  hands,  to  take  from  fo 
great  a  part  of  the  world  of  his  crear 
tures,  the  beft  ufes  to  which  their  fa- 
culties and  the  powers  of  their  fouls 
are  adapted  ;  yet  that  he  has  beftowed 
upon  them  the  fame  powers,  the  fame 
reafon,  the  fame  affections,  the  lame 
Jentiments  of  kindneis  and  obligation, 
the  fame  pafiions  and  relentments  of 
wrongs,  the  fame  fenfe  of  gratitude, 
iincerity,  fidelity,  and  all  the  capa- 
cities of  doing  good,  and  receiving 
good,  that  he  has  given  to  us  ;  and 
that  when  he  pleafes  to  offer  them  oc- 
cahons  of  exerting  thefe,  they  are  as 
ready,  nay,  more  ready  to  apply  them 
to  the  right  ufes  for  which  they  are  be- 
ftowed, than  we  are.  And  this  made 
me  very  melancholy  fometimes,  in  re- 
flecting, as  the  feveral  occalicns  pre- 
lented,  how  mean  an  uic  we  make  of 
all  thefe,  even  though  we  have  thefe 
powers  enlightened  by  the  great  lamp 
of  inftruclion,  the  Spirit  of  God,  and 
by  the  knowledge  of  his  Word,  added 
to  our  underftunding  j  and  why  it  has 
pleafed  God  to  hide  the  like  faving 
knowledge  from  fo  many  millions  of 
fouls,  who,  if  I  might  judge  by  this 
poor  favagc-,  would  make  a  much  better 
ufe  of  it  than  we  did  ? 

From  hence  I  iometimes  was  led  too 
far  to  mvadc  the  fovenygnty  of  .Provi- 
dence, and,  as  it  were,  arraign  the 
juftice  of  fo  arbitrary  a  difpolition  uf 
things,  that  fliould  hide  that  light 
tiom  ibiue,  and  reveal  it  to  others,  and 


yet  expeft  a  like  duty  from  both.  Bnf 
I  flint  it  up,  and  checked  my  thoughts 
with  this  conclufion  :  Firft,  That  we 
do  not  know  by  what  light  and  Jaw 
theft-  fhould  be  condemned;  but  that, 
as  God  was  necdfarily,  and  by  the 
nature  of  his  being,  infinitely  holy 
and  jtift,  fo  it  could  not  be,  but  that 
if  thefe  creatures  weie  all  fentenced  to 
ablence  from  himfelf,  it  was  on  ac- 
count of  finning  againft  that  light, 
which,  as  the  Scripture  fays,  «  was  a 
*  law  to  themfelves,'  and  by  fuch  rules 
as  their  confciences  would  acknow- 
ledge to  be  juft,  though  the  founda- 
tion was  not  difcovered  to  us.  And, 
fecondly,  That  Hill,  as  we  are  all  clay 
in  the  hand  of  the  potter,  no  veflel 
could  lay  to  him,  '  Why  haft  thou 
'  formed  me  thus?' 

But  to  return  to  my  new  compa- 
nion. I  was  greatly  delighted  with 
him,  and  made  it  my  bufmefs  to  teach 
him  every  thing  that  was  proper  to 
mske  him  ufeful,  handy,  and  helpful: 
but  efpecially  to  make  him  fpeak,  and 
underftand  me  when  I  fpake ;  and  he 
was  the  apteft  fcholar  that  ever  was ; 
and  particularly  was  fo  merry,  fo 
conftantly  diligent,  and  fo  pleafed 
when  he  could  but  underftand  me,  or 
make  me  underftand  him,  that  it  was 
very  pleafant  to  me  to  talk  to  him  j  and 
now  my  life  began  to  be  fo  eafy,  that 
I  began  to  fay  to  myfelf,  that  could  I 
but  have  been  fafe  from  more  favages, 
I  cared  not  if  I  was  never  to  remove 
from  the  place  while  I  lived. 

After  I  had  been  two  or  three  days 
returned  to  my  caftle,  I  thought,  that, 
in  order  to  bring  Friday  off  from  his 
horrid  way  of  feeding,  and  from  the 
relim  of  a  canibal's  ttomach,  I  ought 
to  let  him  tafte  other  tlefl);  fo  I  took 
him  out  with  me  one  morning  to  the 
woods ;  I  went,  indeed,  intending  to 
kill  a  kid  out  of  my  own  flock,  and 
bring  it  home  and  drels  it:  but,  as  I 
was  going,  I  law  a  (he-goat  lying 
down  in  the  made,  and  fwo  young 
kids  fitting  by  her.  I  catchcd  hold  of 
Friday,  *  Hold,1  faidl,  «  ftand  (till ;% 
and  made  iigns  to  him  not  to  (tir.  Im- 
mediately I  prcicntcd  my  piece,  (hot, 
and  killed  one  of  the  kids.  The  poor 
creature,  who  had  at  a  diftancc,  in- 
deed, feen  me  kill  the  lava ge,  I. 
my,  but  did  not  know,  or 
imagine,  how  it  was  done,  wa 
fibly  Cm-prized,  trembled  and  ihook, 
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and  looked  fo  amazed,  that  I  thought 
he  would  have  funk  down.  He  did 
not  fee  the  kid  I  had  (hot  at,  or  per- 
ceive I  had  killed  it,  but  ripped  up  his 
waiftcoat  to  feel  if  he  was  not  wounded; 
and,  as  I  found  prefently,  thought  I 
w*s  refolved  to  kill  him;  for  he  came 
and  kneeled  down  to  me,  and  em- 
bracing my  knees,  faid  a  great  many 
things  I  did  not  underftand,  but  I 
could  eafily  fee  that  his  meaning  was 
to  pray  me  not  to  kill  him. 

I  fdon  found  a  way  to  convince  him 
that  I  would  do  him  no  harm  ;  and 
taking  him  up  by  the  hand,  laughed 
at  him,  and  pointing,  to  the  kid  which 
I  had  killed,  beckoned  to  him  to  run 
and  fetch  it,  which  he  did  ;  and  while 
he  was  wondering  and  looking  to  fee 
how  the  creature  was  killed,  I  loaded 
ray  gun  again,  and  by-and-by  I  law  a 
great  fowl,  like  a  hawk,  fit  upon  a  tree 
within  mot ;  fo,  to  let  Friday  under- 
ftand a  little  what  I  would  do,  I  called 
him  to  me  again,  pointing  at  the  fowl, 
which  was  indeed  a  parrot,  though  I 
thought  it  had  been  a  hawk ;  I  fay, 
pointing  to  the  parrot,  and  to  my  gun, 
and  to  the  ground  under  the  parrot, 
to  let  him  fee  I  would  make  him  fall, 
1  made  him  underftand  that  I  would 
flioot  and  kill,  that  bird  ;  accordingly 
I  fired,  and  bid  him  look,  and  imme- 
diately he  law  the  parrot  fall.  He 
itoocl  like  one  frighted  again,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  that  I  had  laid  to  him  ; 
and  I  found  he  was  the  more  amazed, 
becauie  he  did  not  fee  me  put  any  thing 
into  the  gun  ;  but  thought  there  mutt 
be  fome  wonderful  fund  of  death  and 
deftruftion  in  that  thing,  able  to  kill 
man,  beaft,  bird,  or  any  thing  near 
or  far  off;  for  the  aftonimment  this 
created  in  him  was  fuch,  as  could 
not  wear  off  for  a  long  time  ;  and  I 
believe,  if  I  would  have  let  him,  he 
would  have  worshipped  me  and  my 
gun  :  as  for  the  gun  itfelf,  he  would 
rot  fo  much  as  touch  it  for  feveral 
days  after;  but  would  fpeak  to  it,  and 
talk  to  it,  as  if  it  had  anfwered  him, 
when  he  was  by  himfeif ;  which,  as  I 
afterwards  learned  of  him,  was  to  de- 
fire  it  not  to  kill  him. 

Well,  after  his  aftonimment  was  a 
little  over  at  this,  I  pointed  to  him 
to  run  and  fetch  the  bird  I  had  mot, 
which  he  did,  but  (laid  fome  time  ; 
for  the  parrot,  net  being  quitt  dead, 
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was  fluttered  a  good  way  off  from  the 
place  where  (he  tell;  however  he  found 
her,  took  her  up  and  brought  her  to 
me ;  and,  as  I  had  perceived  his  ig- 
norance about  the  gun  before,  I  toojt 
this  advantage  to  charge  the  gun  again, 
and  not  let  him  Ice  me  do  it,  that  I 
might  be  ready  for  any  other  mark 
that  might  prefeat;  but  nothing  more 
offered  at  that  time ;  fo  I  brought 
home  the  kid,  tnJ  the  fame  evening  I 
took  the  Ikin  off,  and  cut  it  out  as 
well  as  I  could,  and  having  a  pot  for 
that  purpofe,  I  boiled  or  (tewed  Ibrne 
of  the  flefli,  and  made  Tome  very  good 
broth  ;  after  I  had  begun  to  eat  fome, 
I  gave  fome  to  my  man,  who  feemed 
very  glad  of  it,  and  iiked  it  very'wel!  ; 
but  that  which  was  Itrangeft  to  him 
.was,  to  fee  me  eat  fait  with  it.  He 
made  a  iign  to  me,  that  the  fait  was 
not  good  to  eat,  and  putting  a  little 
into  his  own  mouth,  he  feemed  to 
naufeate  it,  and  would  fpit  and  fpurter 
.at  it,  warning  his  mouth  with  frcfh 
water  after  it;  on  the  other  hand,  I 
took  fome  meat  in  my  mouth  without 
fait,  and  I  pretended  to  fpit  and  fput- 
ter  for  want  of  fait,  as  fait  as  he  had 
done  at  the  fait ;  but  it  would  not  do, 
he  would  never  care  for  fait  with  meat, 
or  in  his  broth  j  at  lead,  not  a  great 
while,  and  then  but  a  very  little. 

Having  thus  fed  him  with  boiled 
.meat  and  broth,  I  was  refolved  to 
feaft  him  the  next  day  with  roalting  a 
piece  of  the  kid ;  this  I  did  by  hang- 
ing it  before  the  fire  in  a  ftiing,  as  I 
had  feen  many  people  do  in  England, 
fetting  two  poles  up,  one  on  each  fide 
the  fire,  and  one  acrofs  on  the  top,  and 
tying  the  firing  to  the  crofs  ftick,  let- 
ting the  meat  turn  continually.  This 
Friday  admired  very  much  ;  but  when 
he  carne  to  talte  the  flefh,  he  took  fo 
many  ways  to  tell  me  how  well  he 
liked  it,  that  I  could  not  but  under- 
ftand  him  :  and  at  laft  he  told  me  he 
would  never  eat  man's  fiefli  any  more, 
which  I  was  very  glad  to  hear. 

The  next  day  I  let  him  to  work"  to 
beating  fome  corn  out,  and  lifting  it 
in  the  manner  I  ufed  to  do,  as  I  ob- 
ferved  before  j  and  he  foon  underftood 
how  to  do  it  as  well  as  I,  especially 
after  he  had  feen  what  the  meaning  of 
it  was,  and  that  it  was  to  make  biead 
of;  for  after  that  I  Jet  him  fee  me 
make  roy  bread,  and  bake  U  tooj  and 
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in  a  little  time  Friday  was  able  to  do  all 
the  work  for  me,  as  well  as  I  could  do 
it  myfclf. 

I  heo;in  now  to  con  fid  er,  that  hav- 
ing two  months  to  feed  inftead  of  one, 
I  mu ft  provide  more  ground  for  my 
harveft,  and  plant  a  larger  quantity  of 
corn  than  I  ufed  to  do;  fo  I  marked 
out  a  larger  piece  of  land,  and  begin 
the  fence  in  the  fame  manner  as  before, 
in  which  Friday  not  only  worked  very 
willingly,  and  very  hard,  but  did  it 
very  chearfully;  and  I  told  him  what 
it  was  for,  that  it  was  for  corn  to 
make  more  bread,  bccaufe  he  was  now 
with  me,  and  that  I  might  have  enough 
for  him  and  myfelf  too.  He  appeared 
very  fenfible  of  that  part,  and  let  me 
know,  that  he  thought  I  had  much 
more  labour  upon  me  on  his  account, 
than  I  had  for  myfelf,  and  that  he 
would  work  the  harder  for  me,  if  I 
would  tell  him  what  to  do. 

This  was  the  pleafanteft  year  of  all 
the  life  I  led  in  this  place:  Friday  be- 
gan to  talk  pretty  well,  and  undcr- 
ftand  the  names  of  almoft  every  thing 
I  had  occafion  to  call  for,  and  of  every 
place  I  had  to  fend  him  to,  and  talk 
a  great  deal  to  me;  fo  that,  in  fhort, 
I  began  now  to  have  fome  ufe  for  my 
tongue  again,  which,  indeed,  I  had 
.very  little  occafion  for  before;  that  is 
to  fay,  about  fpeech.  Beh'des  the  plea- 
lure  of  talking  to  him,  I  had  a  lingu- 
lar  fat 5 sfr. 61  ion  in  the  fellow  himfelf  $ 
.his  fimple  unfeigned  honetty  appealed 
to  me  more  and  more  every  day,  and 
I  began  really  to  love  the  creature; 
and  on  his  fide,  I  believe,  he  loved  me 
more  than  it  was  poflible  for  him  ever 
to  love  any  thing  before. 

I  had  a  mind  once  to  try  if  he  had 
any  hankering  inclination  to  his  own 
country  again;  and  having  learned 
him  Englilh  fo  well,  that  he  could  an- 
fwer  me  almoit  any  queftions  ;  I  aiked 
him,  whether  the  nation  that  he  belong- 
ed to  never  conquered  in  battle.  At 
which  he  fmiled,  and  laid,  '  Yes,  yes, 
'  we  always  fight  the  better !'  that  is, 
he  meant,  always  get  the  better  in 
fight ;  and  fo  we  began  the  following 
difcourfe.  *  You  always  fight  the 
'  better T  faid  I:  '  how  come  you  to 
«  be  taken  prifoner  then,  Friday  ?' 

FRIDAY.  My  nation  In-at  much  for 
all  that. 

MASTER.  How  beat!   if  your  na- 


tion beat  them,  how  came  you  to  be 
taken  ? 

FRIDAY.  They  more  than  my  na- 
tion in  the  place  where  me  was;  they 
take  one,  two,  three,  and  me.  My 
nation  over- beat  them  in  the  yonder 
place,  where  me  no  was  ;  there  my  na- 
tion take  one,  two,  great  thoufand. 

MASTER.  But  why  did  not  your 
fide  recover  you  from  the  hands  of your 
enemies  then  ? 

FRIDAY.  They  run  one,  two,  three, 
and  me,  and  make  go  in  the  canoe; 
my  nation  have  no  canoe  that  time. 

MASTER.  Well,  Friday,  and  what 
does  your  nation  do  with  the  men  they 
take  ?  Do  they  carry  them  away,  and 
cat  them,  as  thefe  did  ? 

FRIDAY.  Yes,  my  nation  eat  mans 
too ;  eat  all  up. 

MASTER.  Where  do  they  carry 
them  ? 

FRIDAY.  Go  to  other  place  where 
they  think. 

MASTER.    Do  they  come  hither? 

FRIDAY.  Yes,  yes,  they  come  hi- 
ther; come  other  elfe  place. 

MASTER.  Have  you  been  here  with 
them  ? 

FRIDAY.  Yes,  I  been  here.  [Points 
to  the  N.  W.  fide  of  the  iiland,  which, 
it  feems,  was  their  fide.] 

By  this  I  underftood,  that  my  man 
Friday  had  formerly  been  among  the 
favages,  who  ufed  to  come  on  more 
on  the  father  part  of  the  ifland,  on  the 
fame  man-eating  occafions  that  he  was 
now  brought  for;  and  fome  time  after, 
when  I  took  the  courage  to  carry  him 
to  that  fide,  being  the  fame  I  former- 
ly mentioned,  he  prefently  knew  the 
place,  and  told  me,  he  was  there  once 
when  they  eat  up  twenty  men,  two 
women,  and  one  child.  He  could  not 
tell  twenty  in  Englilh,  but  he  num- 
bered them  by  laying  fo  many  (tones 
in  a  row,  and  pointing  to  me  to  tell 
them  over. 

I  have  told  this  paflage,  becaufe  it 
introduces  what  follows;  that  after  I 
had  had  this  difcourfe  with  him,  I 
nfked  him,  how  far  it  was  from  our 
ifland  to  the  more,  and  whether  the 
canoes  were  not  often  loll  :  he  told  me 
there  was  no  danger,  no  canoes  ever 
loft;  but  that  after  a  little  way  out  to 
lea,  there  was  a  current,  and  a  wind 
always  one  way  in  the  morning,  the 
other  in  the  afternoon. 

This 
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This  I  underftood  to  be  no  more 
than  the  fets  of  the  tide,  as  going  out 
or  coming  in  ;  but  I  afterwards  under- 
ftood it  was  occafioned  by  the  great 
draught  and  reflux  of  the  mighty  Ri- 
ver Oroonoque  ;  in  the  mouth  of  which 
river,  as  I  thought  afterwards,  our 
ifland  ]ay  j  and  that  this  land,  which 
I  perceived  to  the  W.  and  N.  W.  was 
the  great  ifland  Trinidad,  on  the  north 
point  of  the  'mouth  of  the  river  :  I 
afked  Friday  a  thoufand  queftions 
about  the  country,  the  inhabitants, 
the  lea,  the  coaft,  and  what  nations 
were  near  ;  he  told  me  all  he  knew, 
with  the  greateft  opennefs  imaginable: 
I  afked  him  the  names  of  the  feveral 
nations  of  his  fort  .of  people,  but  could 
get  no  other  name  than  Caribs  ;  from 
whence  I  eafily  underftood,  that  thefe 
were  the  Caribees,  which  cur  maps 
place  on  that  part  of  America  which 
reaches  from  the  mouth  of  the  River 
Oroonoque  to  Guiana,  and  onwards 
to  St.  Martha  :  he  told  me,  that  up 
a  great  way  beyond  the  moon,  that 
was,  beyond  the  fetting  of  the  moon, 
which  muft  be  weft  from  their  country, 
there  dwqlt  white-bearded  men,  like 
me,  and  pointed  to  my  great  whifkers, 
which  I  mentioned  before  j  and  that 
they  had  killed  much  mans,  (that  was 
bis  word:)  by  which  I  underftood  he 
meant  the  Spaniards,  whofe  cruelties 
in  America  had  been  fpread  over  the 
whole  countries,  and  were  remember- 
ed by  all  the  nations  from  father  to  fon. 

I  enquired  if  he  could  tell  me  how  I 
might  come  from  this  ifland,  and  get 
among  thofe  white  men  j  he  told  me, 
yes,  yes,  I  might  go  in  two  canoe  5 
I  could  not  underftand  what  he  meant 
by  two  canoe  j  till  at  lalt,  with  great 
difficulty,  I  found  he  meant,  that  it 
muft  be  in  a  large  great  boat  as  big  as 
two  canoes. 

This  part  of  Friday's  difcourfe  be- 
gan to  relifh  with  me  very  well ;  and 
from  this  time  I  entertained  fome 
hopes,  that  one  time  or  other  I  might 
find  an  opportunity  tq  make  my  efcape 
from  this  place,  and  that  this  poor  fa- 
vage  might  be  a  means  to  help  me  to 
do  it. 

During  the  long  time  that  Friday 
had  now  been  with  me,  and  that  he 
began  to  fpeak  to  me,  and  underftand 
me,  I  was  not  wanting  to  lay  a  foun- 
dation of  religious  knowledge  in  his 
mind  5  particularly,  I  afked  hi  on  one 
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time,  who  made  him.  The  poor  crea- 
ture did  not  underftand  me  at  all,  but 
thought  I  had  afked  who  was  his  father  : 
but  I  took  it  by  another  handle,  and 
afked  him,  who  made  the  fea,  the 
ground  he  walked  on,  and  the  hills 
and  wood  ?  He  told  me,  it  was  one 
old  Benamuckee  that  lived  beyond  all. 
He  could  defcribe  nothing  of  this  great 
perfon,  but  that  he  was  very  old  j  much 
older,  he  faid,  than  the  fea  or  the 
land,  than  the  moon  or  the  ftars.  I 
afked  him  then,  if  this  old  perfon  had 
made  all  things,  why  did  not  all  things 
worfhip  him  ?  He  looked  very  grave, 
and  with  a  perfe6l  look  of  innocence 
faid,  'All  things  fay  O  to  him."  I 
afked  him,  if  the  people  who  die  in  his 
country,  went  away  any  where.  He 
faid,  yes,  they  all  went  to  Bena- 
muckee. Then  -I  afked  him,  whether 
thofe  they  eat  up  went  thither  too. 
He  faid,  yes. 

From  thefe  things  I  began  to  inftruct 
him  in  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God. 
I  told  him,  that  the  great  Maker  of 
all  things  lived  there,  pointing  up  to- 
wards Heaven  :  that  he  governs  the 
world  by  the  fame  power  and  provi- 
dence by  which  he  made  it  j  that  he 
was  omnipotent  j  could  do  every  thing 
for  us;  give  every  thing  tons,  take 
every  thing  from  us ;  and  thus,  by 
degrees,  I  opened  his  eyes  :  he  liftened 
with  great  attention,  and  received  with 
pleafure  the  notion  of  Jefus  Chrift  be- 
ing fent  to  redeem  us,  and  of  the  man- 
ner of  making  our  prayers  to  God,  and 
his  being  able  to  hear  us,  even  into 
Heaven.  He  told  me,  one  day,  that  if 
our  God  could  hear  us  up  beyond  the 
fun,  he  muft  needs  be  a  greater  God 
than  their  Benamuckee,  who  lived  but 
a  little  way  off,  and  yet  could  not 
hear,  till  they  went  up  to  the  great 
mountains  where  he  dwelt,  to  fpeak  to 
him.  I  afked  if  ever  he  went  thither 
to  fpeak  to  him.  He  faid,  rio,  they 
never  went  that  were  young  men  ;  none 
went  thither  but  the  old  men  j  whom 
he  called  their  Oowookakee,  that  is, 
as  I  made  him  explain  it  to  me,  their 
religious  or  clergy  j  and  that  they 
went  to  fay  O,  (fo  he  called  faying 
prayers)  and  then  came  back,  and  tolJ 
them  what  Benamuckee  laid.  By  this 
I  obferved,  that  there  is  piieilcraft 
even  among  the  moft  blinded  ignorant 
pagans  in  the  world  j  and  the  policy 
.of  making  a  fecret  religion^  in  ordci 
O  t  ;v. 
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to  preferve  the  veneration  of  the  peo- 
ple to  the  clergy,  is  not  only  to  be 
found  in  the  Roman,  but  perhaps  a- 
mong  all  religions  in  the  world,  even 
among  the  moft  brutifh  and  barbarous 
favages. 

I  endeavoured  to  clear  up  this  fraud 
to  my  man  Friday';  and  told  him,  that 
the  pretence  of  th?ir  old  men  going 
up  to  the  mountains  to  lay  O  to  their 
god  Benamuckee,  was  a  cheat j  and 
their  bringing  word  from  thence  what 
he  laid,  was  much  more  fo  ;  that  if 
they  me;  with  any  anfwer,  or  fpoke 
with  any  one  there,  it  muft  be  with 
an  evil  fpirit:  and  then  I  entered  into 
a  long  difcourfe  with  him  about  the 
devil,  the  original  of  him,  his  rebel- 
lion againft  God,  his  enmity  to  man, 
the  reafon  of  it,  his  fetting  himfelf  up 
in  the  dark  parts  of  the  world  to  be 
worfhipped  inftead  of  God,  and  as 
God  j  and  the  many  (tratagcms  he 

ufc  of  to  delude  mank 
their  min  ;  how  he  had  a  fecret  accefs 
to  our  padions,  and  to  our  affections, 
to  adapt  his  fnares  fo  to  our  inclina- 
tions, as  to  caufe  us  even  to  be  our 
own  tempters,  and  to  run  upon  our 
own  definition  by  our  own  choice. 

I  found  it  was  not  fo  eafy  to  imprint 
right  notions  in  his  mind  about  the 
devil,  as  it  was  about  the  being  of  a 
God  :  nature  3 flirted  all  my  arguments 
to  evidence  to  him  even  the  neceffity 
of  a  great  Firft  Caufe,  and  over-ruling 
governing  Power,  a  fee  ret  directing 
Providence,  and  of  the  equity  and  juf- 
tice  of  paying  homage  to  him  that 
made  us,  and  the  like :  but  there  ap- 
peared nothing  of  all  this  in  the  no- 
tion of  an  evil  fpirit,  of  his  original, 
his  being,  his  nature,  and  above  all, 
of  his  inclination  to  do  evil,  and  to 
<lr?.w  us  in  to  do  fo  too:  and  the  poor 
ic  puzzled  me  once  in  fuch  a 
manner,  by  a  queftion  merely  natural 
and  innocent,  that  I  fcarce  knew  what 
to  lay  to  him.  I  had  been  talking  a 
great  deal  to  him  of  the  power  of  God, 
nis  omnipotence,  his  dreadful  averlion 
to  fin,  his  being  a  confuming  fire  ro 
the  workers  of  iniquity  ;  how,  as  he  had 
made  us  all,  he  could  deftroy  us,  and 
all  the  world,  in  a  moment  ;  and  he 
Jiftened  w;th  great  ferioufnefs  to  me  all 
the  while. 

After  this,  I  had  been  telling  him 
how  the  dsvil  was  (rod's  cm-my  in  the 
hearts  of  mun,  and  ufcci  all  his  malice 


and  fldll  to  defeat  the  good  defigns  of 
Providence,  and  to  ruin  the  kit 
of  Chtift  in   the  world,  and  the  like. 
Well,'  fays   Friday,  *  but  yon   lny, 
God  is  fo  ftrong,  fo  great,  is  he  not 
much  ftrong,   much   might,    as   the 
devil?'—4  Yes,  yes,1  laid    I,  '  Fri- 
day, God  is  ftronger  than  the  devil  ; 
God  is  above  the  devil  ;  and  there- 
fore we  pray  to   God  to  tread  him 
under  our  feet,  and  ennble  us  to  re- 
fitV  his  temptations,   and  quench  his 
fiery  darts.' — *  But,'  lays  he  ;i. 
if  God  much  ftrong-,  much  might, 
as  the  devil,  why  God  not  kill  the 
devil,  fo  make  him  no  more  wicked  ?' 
I    was    ftrangely     furprized   at    his 
queftion,  and  after  all,  though  I  was 
now  an  old  man,  yet  I  was  but  a  young 
doctor,  and  ill  enough  qualified  for  a 
cafuirt,  or  a  folrer  of  difficulties  :  and, 
at   firft  I   could  not  tell  what  to  fay  ; 
fo  I  pretended  not  to  hear  him,  and 
alked   him  what  he  faid:  but  he  w^s 
too  earneft  for  an  anfwer  to  forget  his 
queftion  ;  fo  that  he  repeated  it  in  the 
very   fame    broken    words    as    above. 
By  this  time  I  had  recovered  myfelf  a 
little,  and   I  faid,  'God   will  at  laft 
'  punifh  him  feverely  ;  he  is  referved 
'  for  the  judgment,  and   is  to  be  ca(t 
'  into  the  bottomlefs  pit,  to  dwell  with 
'  everiafting  fire.'  This  did  not  fatisfy 
Friday  j  but  he  returns  upon  me,  re- 
peating my   words,    'Referve  at  laft, 
'  me  no  underftand:  but  why  not  kill 

*  the  devil  now,  not  kill  great  ago  ?' 
— «  You  may  as  well  alk  me,'  faid  I, 
'  why  God  does  not  kill  you  and  me, 
'  when  we  do  wicked  things  here  that 

*  offend  him  :  we  are  preferred  to  re- 
'  pent  and  be  pardoned.'     He  mules 
awhile  at  this;    '  Well,    well!'    fays 
he,  mighty  affectionately  ;   '  that  weli  ! 

*  fo  you,  J,  devil,  all  wicked,  all  pre- 

*  ferve,  repent,  Goci  pardon  nil  !'  Here 
I   was  run  down  again  by  him  to  the 
laft  degree,  and  i  vftimony  to 
me,  how  the   mere  notions  of  nature, 
though  they  will  guide  re:i!bn;thle  crea- 
tures to  the  knowledge  of  a  God,  and 
of  a   worfhip  or  homage    due   to   the 
fupremc  being  of  tind,  as  the  t 
quence   of  our    natu;  »thin£ 
but  Divine   Revelation   cun  foim    the 
knowledge  of  J                     ,  :iml  cf  a 
redemption  pnrchafed  KM-  ;. 

diator,  of  a  ncv 

interceflbr  at   the  footftool   of    • 

throne  j  1  f.1 
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from  Heaven  can  form  thefe  in  the 
foul  j  and  that  therefore  the  Gofpel  of 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrilt;  I 
mean,  the  Word  of  God,  and  the  Spirit 
of  God,  promifed  for  the  guide  and 
fanftifier  of  his  people;  are  the  abfo- 
lutely  necefTary  instructors  of  the  fouls 
of  men  in  the  faving  knowledge  of 
God,  and  the  means  of  lalvation. 

I  therefore  diverted  the  prefent  dif- 
courfe  between  me  and  my  man,  rifing 
up  haftily,  as  upon  fome  fudden  occa- 
(ion  of  going  out  j  then  fending  him  for 
fomething  a  great  way  off,  I  ferioufly 
prayed  to  God,  that  he  would  enable 
me  to  inftruct  favingly  this  poor  fa- 
vage,  afiiftingby  his  Spirit  the  heart  of 
the  poor  ignorant  creature  to  receive 
the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  God  in 
Chritt,  reconciling  him  to  himfelf,  and 
would  guide  me  to  fpeak  fo  to  him 
from  the  Word  of  God,  as  his  con- 
fcience  might  be  convinced,  his  eyes 
opened^  and  his  foul  faved :  when  he 
came  again  to  me,  I  entered  into  a 
long  difcourfe  with  him  upon  thefub- 
ject  of  the  redemption  of  man  by  the 
Saviour  of  the  world,  and  of  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Gofpel  preached  from  Hea- 
ven j  viz.  of  the  repentance  towards 
God,  and  faith  in  our  blefTed  Lord 
Jcfus.  I  then  explained  to  him,  as 
well  as  I  could,  why  our  blefled  Re- 
deemer took  not  on  him  the  nature  of 
angels,  but  the  feed  of  Abraham,  and 
how  for  that  reafon  the  fallen  angels 
had  no  mare  in  the  redemption  j  that 
he  came  only  to  the  loft  ftieep  of  the 
houfe  of  Ifrael,  and  the  like. 

I  had,  God  knows,  more  fincerity 
than  knowledge,  in  all  the  methods 
I  took  for  this  poor  creature's  inftruc- 
tion  ;  and  muft  acknowledge,  what  I 
believe  all  that  act  upon  the  lame  prin- 
ciple will  find,  that  in  laying  things 
open  to  him,  f  really  informed  and  in- 
ftmcted  myfelf,  in  many  things  that 
either  I  did  not  know,  or  had  not  fully 
confidered  before  j  but  which  occurred 
naturally  to  my  mind,  upon  my  fearch- 
ing  into  them  for  the  information  of 
this  poor  favage  j  and  I  had  more  af- 
fection in  my  enquiry  after  things 
upon  this  occalion,  than  ever  I  felt 
before  j  fo  that  whether  this  poor  wild 
wretch  was  the  better  for  me  or  no,  I 
had  great  reafon  to  be  thankful  that 
ever  he  came  to  me  ;  my  grief  fat 
lighter  upon  me,  my  habitation  grew 
comfortable  to  me  beyond  meafure  j 
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and  when  I  reflected,  that  «n  this  fo- 
litary  life  which  I  had  been  confined 
to,  I  had  not  only  been  moved  mvfelf 
to  look  up  to  Heaven,  and  to  il-ek  to 
the  hand  that  brought  me  thither,  but 
was  now  to  be  made  an  initrument, 
under  Providence,  to  fave  the  life,  and, 
for  aught  I  know,  the  foul  of  a  poor 
favage,  and  bring  him  to  the  true 
knowledge  of  religion,  and  of  the 
Chriltian  doctrine,  that  he  might  know 
Chrift  Jefus,  to  know  whom  is  life 
eternal  $  I  fay,  when  I  reflected  upon  all 
thefe  things,  a  fecret  joy  ran  through 
every  part  of  my  foul,  and  I  frequent- 
ly rejoiced  that  ever  I  was  brought 
to  this  place,  which  I  had  often  thought 
the  molt  dreadful  of  all  afflictions  that 
could  pofilbly  have  befallen  me. 

In  this  thankful  frame  I  continued 
all  the  remainder  of  my  time,  and  the 
converfation  which  employed  the  hours 
between  Friday  and  me  was  fuch,  as 
made  the  three  years  which  we  lived 
there  together,  perfectly  and  compleatly 
happy,  if  any  fuch  thing  as  compleat 
happinefs  can  be  found  in  a  Sublunary 
ftate.  The  favage  was  now  a  good 
Chriftian,a  mucrTbetter  thanlj  though 
I  have  reafon  to  hope,  and  blefs 
God  for  it,  that  we  were  equally  pe- 
nitent, and  comforted,  reftored  peni- 
tents :  we  had  here  the  Word  of  God  to 
read,  and  were  no  farther  off  from  his 
Spirit  to  inftruct,  than  if  we  had  been 
in  England. 

I  always  applied  myfelf  to  reading 
the  Scripture,  and  to  let  him  know, 
as  well  as  I  could,  the  meaning  of  what 
I  read  j  and"  he  again,  by  ins  ferious 
enquiries  and  questions,  made  me,  as 
I  faid  before,  a  much  better  fcholar  in 
the  Scripture-knowledge,  than  I  mould 
ever  have  been  by  my  own  mere  pri- 
vate reading:  another  thing  I  cannot 
refrain  from  obferving  here  alfo  from 
experience,  in  this  retired  part  of  my 
life,  viz.  how  infinite  and  inexpref- 
fible  a  bleifing  it  is,  that  the  know- 
ledge of  God,  and  of  the  doctrine  of 
falvation  by  Cliritt  Jefus,  is  fo  plainly 
laicldown  in  the  Word  of  God,  fo  eafy 
to  be  received  and  underftood,  that  as 
the  bare.readingthe  Scripture  made  me 
capable  of  understanding  enough  of 
my  duty  to  carry  me  directly  on  to  the 
great  work  of  fmcere  repentance  for 
my  fins,  and  laying  hold  of  a  Saviour 
for  life  and  falvation,  to  a  itated  re- 
formation in  practice,  and  obedience 

to 
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to  a-]}  God's  commands,  and  this  with- 
out any  teacher  or  inftruclor,  (I  ; 
human  ;) To  the  plain  inftru&ion  fufri- 
ck-ntly  ierved  to  the  enlightening  this 
ihvage  creature,  and  bring  him  to  be 
fuch  a  Chrirtian,  as  T  have  known  few 
equal  to  him  in  my  life. 

As  to  the  difputes,  wranglings, 
ftrife,  and  contention,  which  have  hap- 
pened in  the  world  about  religion,  whe- 
ther niceties  in  doftrines,  or  fchemcs 
of  church- government,  they  were  all 

?erfe£tly  ufelefs  to  us  ;  as,  for  aught 
can  yet  fee,  they  have  been  to  all 
the  reft  in  the  world  :  we  had  the  fure 
guide  to  heaven,  viz.  the  Word  of  God ; 
and  we  had,  blefled  be  God,  comfort- 
able views  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  teach- 
ing and  inftruftihc  us  by  his  word, 
*  leading  us  into  all  truth,'  and  mak- 
ing us  both  willing  and  obedient  to 
the  inih'u&ion  of  his  word  5  and  I  can- 
not fee  the  lealt  uie  that  the  greateft 
knowledge  of  thz  dilputed  points  in 
religion,  which  have  made  fuch  con- 
fuiions  in  the  world,  would  have  been 
to  us,  if  we  could  have  obtained  it. 
But  I  muft  go  on  with  the  hiftorical 
part  of  things,  and  take  every  part  in 
it's  order. 

After  Friday  and  I  became  more  in- 
timately acquainted,  and  that  he  could 
tinderftand  aim  oft  all  I  faid  to  him, 
and  fpeak  fluently,  though  in  broken 
EngVHh,  to  me  5  1  acquainted  him  with 
my  own  {lory,  or  at  leaft  fo  much  of 
it  as  related  to  my  coming  imp  the 
place,  how  I  had  lived  there,  and  how 
long.  I  let  him  into  the  myftery  (for 
iwch  it  was  to  him)  of  gunpowder  and 
ballets,  and  taught  him  how  to  flioot : 
I  gave  him  a  knife,  which  he  was 
wonderfully  delighted  with  ;  and  I 
made  him  a  belt  with  a  frog  hanging 
to  it,  fuch  as  in  England  we  wear 
hangers  in  j  and  in  the  frog,  inftead  of 
a  hanger,  I  gave  him  a  hatchet,  which 
was  not  only  ns  good  a  weapon  in  forne 
cafes,  but  much  more  uieful  upon  ma- 
»y  occafions. 

I  defcribtd  to  him  the  countries  of 
Europe,  and  particularly  England, 
which  I  came  from  ;  how  we  lived, 
how  we  worshipped  God,  how  we  be- 
haved to  one  another,  and  how  we 
traded  in  mips  to  ail  the  parts  of  tlie 
world.  I  gave  him  an  account  of  tie 
•wreck  which  I  had  been  on  board  c .•[', 
and  (hewed  him,  as  near  as  I  could, 
the  piace  i  »'<y  ;  but  fti«  was 


all  beaten  in  pieces  long  before,  and 
quite  gone. 

I  (hewed  him  the  ruins  of  our  boat, 
which  we  loft  when  we  efcaped,  and 
which  I  could  not  ftir  with  my  whole 
ftrength  then,  but  was  now  fallen  al~ 
moll  all  to  pieces.  Upon  feeing  this 
boat,  Friday  ftood  muting  agreat  while, 
and  faid  nothing ;  I  aflced  him  what  it 
was  he  ftudied  upon.  At  laft,  fays  he, 
«  Me  fee  fuch  boat  like  come  to  place 
4  at  my  nation.' 

1  did  not  underftand  him  a  good 
while  j  but  at  laft,  when  I  had  exa- 
mined farther  into  it,  I  underftood  by 
him,  that  a  boat  fuch  as  that  had 
been  came  on  (liore  upon  the  country 
where  he  lived;  that  ic,  as  he  ex- 
plained it,  was  diiven  thither  by  ftrefs 
of  weather  :  I  prefentiy  imagined,  that 
fome  European  (hip  mult  have  been 
caft  away  upon  their  coaft,  and  the 
boat  might  get  loofe,  and  drive  afliorej 
but  was  fo  dull,  that  I  never  once 
thought  of  men  making  efcape  from  a 
wreck  thither,  much  lefs  whence  they 
might  come  j  fo  I  only  enquired  after 
a  defcription  of  the  boat. 

Friday  defcribed  the  boat  to  me  well 
enough  ;  but  brought  me  better  to  un- 
derftand him,  when  he  added,  with 
fome  warmth,  *  We  fave  the  white 
mans  from  drown.'  Then  I  prefentiy 
a  Iked  him,  if  there  were  any  white 
mans,  as  he  called  them,  in  the  boat. 
<  Yes,'  he  laid,  «  the  boat  full  of 
'  white  mans.1  laikedhim,  how  ma- 
ny :  he  told  upon  his  fingers  feven- 
teen.  I  a(ked  him  then,  what  became 
of  them.  He  told  me,  *  They  live, 
*  they  dwell  at  my  nation.' 

This  put  new  thought  into  my  head 
again  j  for  I  prefentiy  imagined,  that 
thefe  might  be  the  men  belonging  to 
the  (hip  that  was  caft  away  in  light  of 
my  ifland,  as  I  now  call  it ;  and  who, 
after  the  (hip  was  ftruck  on  the  rock, 
and  they  law  her  inevitably  loft,  had 
faved  themfelves  in  their  boat,  and 
were  landed  upon  that  wild  (hore  a- 
inong  the  favages. 

Upon  this,  1  enquired  of  him  more 
critically,  what  was  become  cf  them  : 
he  afTured   me  they  lived 
that  they   had   been  there  abov.- 
ycaiL,  that  the  t.  :hi-m  ylor.e, 

and  gave  them  victuals  to  Jive.  I 
aiked  him,  how  it  came  to  pafs  they 
did  not  kill  their.,  nnd  «:it  them.  He 
laid,  «  No,  they  make  brother  with 
4  thciu  / 
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*  them;''  that  is,  as  I  underftood  him, 
a  truce  :  and  then  he  added,  *  They 
f  cat  no  mans  but  when  make  the  war 
<  fight:'  that  is  to  fay,  they  never  eat 
any  men,  but  fuch  as  come  to  fight 
with  them,  and  are  taken  in  battle. 

It  was  after  this,  fome  confiderable 
time,  that  being  on  the  top  of  the  hilt, 
at  the  eafl-iide  of  the  iuand,  from 
whence,  as  I  have  laid,  I  had,  in  a 
clear  day,  difcovered  the  main  or  con- 
tinent of  America;  .Friday,  the  wea- 
ther being  very  ferene,  looks  very  ear- 
neftly  towards  the  main  land,  and,  in 
a  kind  of  furprize,  falls  a  jumping 
and  dancing,  and  calls  out  to  me,  tor 
I  was  at  fome  diftance  from  him:  I 
afked  him  what  was  the  matter.  *  O 
«  joy  !'  fays  he;  <  Oglad!  There,  fee 

*  my  country,  there  my  nation  !' 

I  obferved  an  extraordinary  fenfe  of 
.pleafure  appeared  in  his  face,  and  his 
eyes  fparkled,  and  his  countenance 
difcovered  a  ftrangeeagernefs,  as  if  he 
had  a  mind  to  be  in  his  own  country 
again  :  and  this  obfervation  of  mine 
put  a  great  many  thoughts  into  me, 
which  made  me  at  firft  not  fo  eaiy 
about  my  new  man  Friday  as  I  was 
before;  and  I  made  no  doubt,  but 
that  if  Friday  could  get  back  to  his 
own  nation  again,  he  would  not  only 
forget  all  his  religion,  but  all  his  obli- 
gations to  me ;  and  would  be  forward 
enough  to  give  his  countrymen  an  ac- 
count of  me,  and  comeback,  perhaps, 
with  an  hundred  or  two  of  them,  and 
make  a  feaft  upon  me,  at  which  he 
might  be  as  merry  as  he  ufed  to  be 
with  thofe  of  his  enemies,  when  they 
were  taken  in  war. 

But  I  wronged  the  poor  honeft  crea- 
ture very  much,  for  which  I  was  very 
forry  afterwards  :  however,  as  my  jea- 
Joufy  increafed,  and  held  me  fome 
weeks,  I  was  a  little  more  circum- 
fpecl,  and  not  fo  familiar  and  kind  to 
him  as  before;  in  which  I  was  cer- 
tainly in  the  wrong  too,  the  honeft 
grateful  creature  having  no  thoughts 
about  it,  but  what  confuted  of  the  beft 
principles,  both  as  a  religious  Chrif- 
tian,  and  as  a  grateful  friend  ;  as  ap- 
peared afterwards  to  my  full  fatisfac- 
tion. 

Whilft  my  jealoufy  of  him  lafted, 
you  may  be  lure  I  was  every  day  pump- 
ing him,  to  fee  if  he  would  difcover 
any  of  the  new  thoughts,  which  I  fu- 
ipe&ed  were  in  him  j  but  I  found  eve- 


ry  thing  he  faid  was  fo  honeft,  and  fo 
innocent,  that  I  could  find  nothing  19 
nouriih  my  fufpicion  j  and,  in  fpit* 
of  ail  my  mneafinefs,  he  made  me  at 
lait  entirely  his  own  again  ;  nor  did 
he  in  the  leaft  perceive  that  1  was  im-* 
eafy,  and  therefore  I  could  not  iu- 
fpecl:  him  of  deceit. 

One  day,  walking  up  the  fame  hill, 
but  the  weather  being  hazy  at  fea,  fo 
lhat  we  could  not  fee  the  continent,  I 
called  to  him,  and  faid,  J,  Friday,  do 

*  not  you  wiih  yourfelf  in  your  own 
'  country,  your  own  nation  ?' — '  Yes/ 
he  faid,  *  1  be  much  O  glad  to  be  at 

*  my  own  nation/ — '  What  wow-Id  yoa 

*  do  there  ?'  faid  I :  *  would  you  turn 

*  wild  again,  eat  man's  flefh  again,  and 
'  be  a  favage  as   you  were   before?* 
He  looked  full  of  concern,  and  Ihak- 
ing  his  head,  faid,  *  No,  no,  Friday 
'  tell  them  to  live  good,  tell  them  to 

*  pray  God,    tell  them  to  eat   corn- 

*  bread,  cattle-flefh,  milk;  no  eat  maa 

*  again.'—'  Why  then,'  faid  I  to  him, 

*  they   will  kill    you.*      He    looked 
grave  at  that,  and  then  faid,    *  Nc*, 

*  they  no  kill  me,  they  willing  love 

*  learn.'  He  meant  by  this,  they  would 
be  willing  to  learn.     He  added,  they 
learned    much  of   the  bearded   mans 
that  came  in  the  boat.     Then  I  afked 
him,  if  he  would  go  back  to  them* 
He  fmiled  at  that,  and  told  me  fee  cquid 
not  fwim  fo  far.     I  told  him  I  would 
make  a  canoe  for  him.     He  told  me  fee 
would  go,  if  I  would  go  with    him. 

*  I  go  !'  faid  I  j   '  why  they  will  eat 
1  m.e   if  I   come  there.' — *  No,  no/ 

.  fays  he,  '  me  make  them  no  eat  you, 

*  me-  makt  they  much  love  you.'     He 
meant,    he   would   tell    them    how   I 
had  killed  his  enemies,  and  faved  his 
life,  and  fo  he  would  make  them  love 
me.     Then  he  told  me,  as  well  as  Ire 
could,  how  kind  they  were  to  feven- 
teen  white  men,  or  bearded  men,  as 
he  called  them,  who  came  on  ftiore  in 
diftrefs. 

From  this  time,  I  confefs,  I  had  a 
mind  to  venture  over,  and  fee  if  I  could 
poffibly  join  with  thefe  bearded  men*, 
who,  I  made  no  doubt,  were  Spa- 
niards or  Portugueze  j  not  doubting 
but,  if  I  could,  we  might  find  forae 
merhod  to  efcape  from  thence,  being 
upon  the  continent,  and  a  good  com- 
pany together,  better  than  I  couid 
from  an  ifland  forty  miles  off  the  fhore, 
and  alone  without  help :  fo,  after 

fome 
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feme  days,  I  took  Friday  to  work 
again,  by  way  of  difcourfe ;  and  told 
him,  I  would  give  htm  a  boat  to  go 
back  to  his  own  nation  ;  and  accord- 
ingly I  curried  him  to  my  frigate, 
•which  lay  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
ifland  ;  ;<rid  Irv,-  i  it  of  wa- 

ter, (for  I  always  kept  it  funk 'in  the 
water)  !  brought  it  our,  Ihtwed  it  him, 
and  v  ,,t  into  it. 

I  found  be  WM9  a  molt  dexterous  fel- 
low at  managing  it,  would  make  it  go 
almoft  as  fwift  and  f-tlt  again  as  I 
could  :  <b  wivc-n  he  was  in,  I  faid  to 
him,  *  Well,  now,  Friday,  (hall  we 

*  go  to  your  nation  ?'  He  looked  very 
dull  at  my  laying  fo  5   which,  it  feems, 
was   becaufe   he  thought  the  boat  too 
fmall  to  go  fo  far.     I\old  him  then  I 
had  a  bigger;   fo  the  next  day,  I  went 
to  the  place  where  the  firft  boat  lay 
which  1  had  made,  but  which  I  could 
not  get  into   th'e  water  5  he  faid  that 
was  big  enough  :  but  then,  as  I  had 
taken  no  care  of  it,  and  it  had  lain 
two  or  three  and  twenty  years  there, 
the  fun  had  fplit  and  dried  it,  that  it 
was  in  a  manner  rotten.     Friday  told 
me,  fuch  'a  boat  would  do  very  well, 
and  would  carry  much  enough  vittle, 
drink,  bread  5  that  was   his    way    of 
talking. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  was  by  this  time 
fo  fixed"  tip'on  my  deiign  of  going  over 
with  him  to  the  continent,   that  f  told 
him  we  would  go  and   make  one  as 
big  as  that,    and  he  fhould  go  home 
in  it.     He  anfwered  not  one  word,  but 
looked  very  grave  and  fad.    I  afked  him 
what  was  the  matter  with  him.      He 
afked  meagain,  thus:  'Why  you  angry 
'  mad  with  Friday  ?  what  me  done  :' 
I   aflced   him   what  he  meant;   I  told 
him  I  was  not  angry  with  him  at  all. 
'  No  angry  !  no  angry  T  fays- he,  re- 
peating the  words  level  al  times;  *  why 
lend  Friday  home  away  to  my  na- 
tion ?' — «  Why,'  laid  I,  «  Friday, 
did  you  not  fay  you  wilhed  you  were 
there?' — '  Yes,  yes,'  fays  he,  '  wifli 
be  both  there;   no  wifh  Friday  there, 
no  malter  there.'     In   a  word,    he 
would  not  think  of  going  there  with- 
out me.     *  I  go  there,  Friday  ?'  faid 
I:    'what    mould    I    do  there?'     He 
turned  very  quick  upon  me  at   this  ; 

*  You  do  great  deal  much  good,'  fays 
he  ;  '  you  teach  wild  mans  be  good, 
«  fober,    tame  mans;    you  tell    them 

*  know  Gcd,  pray  God,  and  live  new 


«  life.'  —  «  Alas!  Friday/  faid  T| 
'  thou  knowell  not  what  thou  fayeft  j 
'  I  am  but  an  ignorant  man  mylelf.* 
—''Yes,  yes,'  fays  he,  «  you  teachee 
'  me  good,  you  teachte  them  good.' 
—  «  No,  no,  Friday,'  laid  I,  '  yon 
1  (hall  go  without  me;  leave  me  here 

*  to  live  by  tnyfelf,  as  I  did  before.' 
He  looked  confuted  again  at  that  word  j 
and  running  to  one  of  the    hatchets 
which  he  uied  to  wear,  he  takes  it  up 
haftily,  and  gives  it  me.    «  What  mult 
«  I  do  with  this?'  faid  I  to  him.   'You 
'  take  kill  Friday,'  fays  he.     <  What 
1  muft  I  kill  you   for?'  faid  I  again. 
He   returns  vtry  quick,  *   What  you 
'  fend    Friday  away  for  ?    Take  kill 

*  Friday,  no  fend  Friday  away.'  This 
he  fpoke  fo  earneftly,.  that  I  faw  tears 
Itand   in    his    eyes.     In   a  word,  I  fo 
plainly  difcovered  the  utmoft  affeclion 
in  him  to  me,  and  a  firm  refolution  in 
him,  that  I  told  him  then,  and  often 
after,  that   I  would   never   fend    him 
away  from   me,   if  he  was  willing-  to 
ftay  with  me. 

Upon  the  whole,  as  I  found  by  all 
his  difcourfe,  a  fettled  affection  tome, 
and  that  nothing  mould  part  him  from 
me,  fo  I  found  all  the  foundation  of 
his  defire  to  go  to  his  own  country, 
was  laid  in  his  ardent  affection  to  the 
people,  and  his  hopes  of  my  doing 
them  good  ;  a  thing,  which,  as  I  had 
no  r.otiou  of  myielf,  fo  I  had  not  the 
leall  thought,  or  intention,  or  defire 
of  undertaking  it :  but  Itill  I  found  a 
ftrong -inclination  to  my  attempting  an 
efcape,  as  above,  founded  on  the  lup- 
polkion  gathered  from  the  former  dif- 
courfe,  viz.  that  there  were  feventeen 
bearded  men  there;  and  therefore, 
without  any  delay,  I  went  to  work 
with  Friday,  to  rind  out  a  great  tree 
proper  to  fell,  and  make  a  large  peria- 
gua  or  canoe,  to  undertake  the  voyage. 
There  were  trees  enough  in  the  illand 
to  have  built  a  little  rleet,  not  of  pe- 
riaguas  and  canoes  only,  but  even  of 
good  large  veflVJs  ;  but  the  main  thing 
I  looked  at,  was  to  get  one  fo  near 
the  water,  that  we  might  launch  it 
when  it  was  made,  to  avoid  the  mif- 
take  1  committed  at  firlh 

At  laft,  Friday  pitched  upon  a  tree; 
for  I  found  he  knew  much  better  than 
1,  what  kind  of  wood  was  fitteft  for 
it;  nor  can  1  tell  to  this  clay  what 
wood  to  call  the  tree  we  cut  down,  ex- 
cept that  it  was  very  like  the  tree  we 

call 


Plait-  1  . 
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Will  fiiftick,  or  between  that  and  the 
hicaragua-wood,  for  it  was  much  of 
the  fame  colour  and  fmell.  Friday 
xvas  for  burning  the  hollow  or  cavity 
bf  this  tree  out,  to  make  it  into  a  boat  5 
but  I  /hewed  him  how  rather  to  cut  it 
out  with  tools,  which,  after  I  (hewed 
Mm  howto-uie,  he  did  very  handily, 
and  in  about  a  month's  hard  labour 
we  finifiied  if,  and  made  it  very  hand- 
fome,  efpecially  when  with  our  axes, 
which  I  mewed  him  how  to  handle, 
we  cut  and  hewed  the  outfide  into  the 
true  (hape  of  a  boat ;  after  this,  how- 
ever, it  colt  us  near  a  fortnight's  time 
to  get  her  along*  as  it  were  inch  by 
inch,  upon  great  rollers,  into  the  wa- 
ter: but  when  (he  was  in,  me  would 
have  carried  twenty  men  with  great 
cafe. 

'When  (lie  was  in  the  water*  and 
though  (he  was  fo  big,  it  amazed  me 
to  fee  with  what  dexterity  and  how 
fwift  my  man  Friday  could  manage 
her,  turn  her,  and  paddle  her  along; 
fo  I  nficed  him  if  he  would,  and  if  we 
might  venture  over  in  her.  *  Yes,'  he 
faid,  «  he  venture  over  in  her  very  well, 
*  though  great  blow  wind.'  How- 
ever, I  had  a  farther  defign,  that  he 
knew  nothing  of,  and  that  was  to 
make  a  maft  and  fail,  and  to  fit  her 
with  an  anchor  and  cable.  As  to  a 
fnait,  that  was  eai'y  enough  to  get ;  fo 
I  pitched  upon  a  ftraight  young  cedar- 
tree,  which  I  found  near  the  place, 
and  which  there  was  great  plenty  of 
in  the  iflandj  and  I  fet  Friday  to 
work  to  cut  it  down,  and  gave  him  di- 
rections how  to  filape  and  order  itj 
but  as  to  the  fail,  that  was  my  parti- 
cular care.  I  knew  I  had  old  fails, 
or  rather  pieces  of  old  fails  enough  ; 
but  as  I  had  had  them  now  twenty-fix 
years  by  me,  and  had  not  been  very 
careful  to  preferve  them,  not  imagining 
that  I  fhould  ever  have  this  kind  of 
life  for  themj  I  did  not  doubt  but  they 
were  all  rotten  j  and  indeed  mott  of 
them  were  fo  j  however,  I  found  two 
pieces  which  appeared  pretty  good, 
and  with  th'efe  I  went  to  work,  and 
with  a  great  deal  of  pains,  and  auk- 
ward  tedious  ditching  (you  may  be 
fure)  for  want  of  needles,  I  at  length 
made  a  three-cornered  ugly  thing,  like 
what  we  caJl  in  England  a  fhouider- 
of- mutton  fail,  to  go  with  a  boom  at 
bottom,  and  a  little  (hort  fprit  at  the 
top,  iifch  as  ufually  our  (hips  lorg- 


boats  fail  with,  and  fuch  as  I  bed 
knew  how  to  manage,  becaufe  it  was 
fuch  an  one  as  I  uied  in  the  boat  in 
which  I  made  my  efcape  from  Bar- 
bary,  as  related  in  the  firft  part  of  my 
ftory. 

I  was  near  two  months  performing 
this  latt  work,  viz.  rigging  and  fitting 
my  matt  and  fails  j  for  I  finifhed  them 
very  com  pi  eat,  making  a  fmall  ftay, 
and  a  fail  or  forefail  to  it,  to  aflift  if 
we  fhoiild  turn  to  windward ;  and, 
which  was  more  than  all,  I  fixed  a 
rudder  to  the  ftern  of  her,  to  fteer 
withj  and  though  I  was  but  a  bung- 
ling (hipwright,  yet  as  I  knew  the 
lifefulnefs  and  even  neceflity  of  fuch  a 
thing,  I  applied  myfelf  with  fo  much 
pains  to  do  it,  that  at  laft  I  brought  it 
to  pafs,  thoxigh,  confidering  the  many 
dull  contrivances  I  had  for  it  that  fail- 
ed, I  think  it  coll  me  almoft  as  much 
labour  as  making  the  boat. 

After  all  this  was  done,  I  had  my 
man  Friday  to  teach  as  to  what  be- 
longed to  the  navigation  of  my  boat; 
for  though  he  knew  very  well  how  to 
paddle  the  canoe,  he  knew  nothing 
what  belonged  to  a  fail  and  a  rudder, 
and  was  the  molt  amazed  when  he  favr 
me  work  the  boat  to-and-again  in  the 
fea  by  the  rudder*  and  how  the  fail 
gibbed,  and  filled  this  way  or  that 
way,  as  the  coiirfe  we  failed  changed; 
I  fay,  when  he  faw  this,  he  Hood  like 
one  aftonifhed  and  amazed  5  however, 
with  a  little  ufe,  I  made  all  thefe 
things  familiar  to  him,  and  he  became 
an  expert  failor,  except  that  as  to  the 
compafs*  I  could  make  him  under* 
ftand  very  little  of  that.  On  the  other 
hand,  as  there  was  very  little  cloudy 
weather,  and  feldom  or  never  any  fogs 
in  thofe  parts,  there  was  the  lefs  occa- 
fion  for  a  compafs,  feeing  the  ftars; 
were  always  to  be  feen  by  night,  and 
the  fhore  by  day,  except- in  the  rainy 
feafons;  and  then  nobody  cared  to 
ftir  abroad,  either  by  land  or  fea. 

I  was  now  entered  on  the  feveA 
and  twentieth  year  of  my  captivity  in 
this  place  ;  though  the  three  laft  years 
that  I  had  this  creature  with  me, 
ought  rather  to  be  left  out  of  the  ac- 
count, my  habitation  being  quite  of 
another  kind  than  in  all  the  reft  cf  my? 
time.  I  kept  the  anniverfary  of  my 
landing  here  with  the  fame. thank ful- 
neis  to  God  for  his  merries  as  at  riift;  v 
and  if  I  had  fuch  caul"?  of  ackno-.v- 
P  ledgment 
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Jedgment  at  fiifty  I  had  much  more  fo 
now,  having  fuch  additional  teltimo- 
nies  of  the  care  of  Providence  over 
me,  and  the  great  hopes  I  had  of  being 
cffe&ually  and  fpeedily  delivered;  for 
I  had  an  invincible  imprelfion  upon 
my  thoughts,  that  my  deliverance  was 
at  hand,  and  that  I  fliouJd  not  Ue 
another  year  in  this  plate.  However, 
I  went  on  with  my  hufbandi  y,  digging, 
planting,  fencing,  as  ui'ual  }  1  gather- 
ed and  cured  my  grapes,  and  did  every 
neceflhry  thing,  as  before. 

The  rainy  Icafon  was  in  the  mean 
time  upon  me,  when  I  kept  more 
vvithin-doors  than  at  other  times  j  fo 
I  had  flowed  our  new  vefTcl  as  fecure 
as  we  could,  bringing  her  up  into  the 
creek>  where,  as  1  laid  in  the  begin- 
ning, I  landed  my  rafts  from  the  fhip; 
and  hauling  her"  up  to  the  more,  at 
high-water  mark,  I  made  my  man 
Friday  dig  a  little  dock,  juft  big 
enough  to  hold  her,  and  jult  deep 
enough  to  give  her  water  enough  to 
float  in  j  and  then  when  the  tide  was 
out,  we  made  a  ftrong  dam  crofs  the 
end  of  it,  to  keep  the  water  out ;  and 
fo  me  lay  dry,  as  to  the  tide,  from  the 
fea ;  and  to  keep  die  rain  off,  we  laid 
a  great  many  boughs  of  trees  fo  thick, 
that  fhe  was  as  well  thatched  as  an 
houfe ;  and  thus  we  waited  for  the 
months  of  November  and  December, 
in  which  I  defigned  to  make  my  ad- 
venture. 

When  the  fettled  feafon  began  to 
come  in,  as  the  thought  of  my  defign 
returned  with  the  fair  weather,  I  was 
preparing  daily  for  the  voyage ;  and 
the  firft  thing  I  did  was  to  lay  up  a 
certain  quantity  of  provilion,  being 
the  Itore  for  the  voyage  j  and  intended 
in  a  week  or  a  fortnight's  time  to  open 
the  dock,  and  launch  out  our  boat.  I 
was  bufy  one  morning  upon  fome- 
thing  of  this  kind,  when  1  called  to 
PViday,  and  bid  him  go  to  the  fea- 
fhore,  and  lee  if  he  could  find  a  turtle 
or  tortoife,  a  thing  which  we  gene- 
rally got  once  a  week,  for  the  fake  of 
the  eggs,  as  well  as  the  flem.  Friday 
had  not  been  long  gone,  when  he  c^mc 
running  back,  and  flew  over  my  out- 
ward wall,  or  fence,  like  one  that  felt 
not  the  ground,  or  the  itcps  he  fet  his 
feet  on  j  and  before  I  hail  time  to  lj-.e::k 
to  him,  he  cried  out  to  me,  *  O  m:iH'  i  i 
«  O  mailer  I  O  lurrow !  O  bad!'— 
«  What  is  the  matur,  Friday  r  laid  I. 
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'  O  yonder  there,'  fays  he,  «  one, 
*  three  canoe!  one,  two,  three!' — Ky 
this  way  of  fpcaking  I  concluded  thcie 
were  fix  j  but  on  enquiry  I  found  there 
were  but  three.  '  Well,  Friday,'  laid 
I,  *  do  nut  be  frighted  j'  fo  I  hearten- 
ed him  up  as  well  as  I  could.  How- 
ever, I  law  the  poor  fellow  moft  ter- 
ribly feared  j  for  nothing  ran  in  his 
head  but  that  they  were  come  to  look 
for  him,  and  would  cut  him  in  pieces 
and  eat  him.  The  poor  fellow  trembled 
fo,  that  I  fcarce  knew  what  to  do  with 
nim.  I  comforted  him  as  well  as  I 
could,  and  told  him  I  was  in  as  much 
danger  as  he,  and  that  they  would  eat 
me  as  well  as  him.  *  But,'  faid  I, 
Friday,  we  muft  refolve  to  fight 
them.  Can  you  fight,  Friday?' — 
Me  fhoot,'  fays  he  ;  «  but  there  come 
many  great  number.' — *  No  matter 
for  that,'  faid  I  again  ;  f  our  guns 
will  fright  them  that  we  do  not  kill." 
So  I  aflced  him,  whether,  if  I  refolved 
to  defend  him,  he  would  defend  me, 
and  (land  by  me,  and  dc»  juft  as  I  bade 
him?  He  faid,  '  Me  die,  when  you 
'  bid  die,  mafter.'  So  1  went  and 
fetched  a. good  dram  of  rum,  and  gave 
him  ;  for  I  had  been  fo  good  an  huf- 
band  of  my  rum,  that  I  had  a  great 
deal  left.  When  he  had  drank  it, 
I  made  him  take  the  two  fowling- 
pieces  which  we  always  carried,  and 
load  them  with  large  fwan-lhot  as  big 
as  fmall  piltol-bulletsj  then  I  took 
four  mufquets,  and  loaded  them  with 
two  (lugs,  and  five  fmall  bullets  each  > 
and  my  two  piftols  I  loaded  with  a 
brace  of  bullets  each  :  I  hung  my 
great  fword,  as  nfual,  naked  by  my 
fide,  and  gave  Friday  his  hatchet. 

When  I  had  thus  prepared  myfelf, 
I  took  my  perfpeftive-glafs,  and  went 
up  to  the  fide  of  the  hill,  to  fee  what  I 
could  difcover;  and  I  found  quickly, 
by  my  glafs,  that  there  were  one  and 
twenty  favages,  three  prifoners,  and 
three  canoes  j  and  that  their  whole 
bufmefs  feemed  to  be  the  triumphant 
banquet  upon  thefe  three  human  bo- 
dies :  a  barbarous  feaft  indeed ;  but 
nothing  more  than,  as  I  have  oblerv- 
ed,  was  ufual  with  them! 

1  obfcrved  allb,  that  they  were  land- 
ed, not  where  they  had  done  when 
Friday  made  his  elcape,  but  nearer  to 
my  creek,  where  the  /lioie  was  low, 
and  wheie  a  thick  wood  came  cloJe  al- 
down  to  the  fca,  This,  with 
the 
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tW  abhorrence  of  the  inhuman  errand, 
thefe  wretches  came  about,  fo  filled 
rne  with,  indignation,  that  I  came 
clown  again  to  Friday,  and  told  him, 
I  w%s  refolved  to  go  down  to  them, 
and  kill  them  all;  and  afked  him  if  he 
would  ftand  by  me.  He  was  now 

fotten  over  his  fright,  and  his  fpirits 
eing  a  little  raifed  with  the  dram  I 
h.id  given  him,  he  was  very  chearful  j 
and  told  me  as  before,  *  he  would  die 
'  when  I  bid  die.' 

In  this  fit  of  fury,  I  took  firft  and 
divided  the  arms  which  I  had  charged, 
a,s  befof  e«  i>elween  us :  J  gave  Friday 
one  piilol,  to  ftiqk  in  his  girdle,  and 
three  gun.s  upon  his  (boulder  j  and  I 
took  one  piftol,  and  the  other  three, 
myfelf;  and  in  this  pofture  we  rnarch- 
ed  out.  I  took  a  final  1  bottle  of  rum 
in  my  pocket,  and  gave  Friday  a  large 
bag  with  more  powder  and  bullet; 
and  as  to  orders,  I  charged  him  to 
keep  clofe  behind  me,  and  not  to  ftir, 
ihoot,  or  do  any  thing  till  I  bid  him  j 
and  in  the  mean  time,  not  to  tpeak  a 
•word.  In  this  pofture  I  fetched  a 
^ompafs  to  my  right-hand  of  near  a 
mile,  as  well  to  get  over  the  creek  as 
<o  get  into  the  wood  j  fo  that  I  might 
come  within  Jliot  of  them  .before  I  could 
be  dilcovered,  which  I  had  feen  by 
rny  glafs  i-t  was  eafy  to  do. 

While  I  was  making  this  march, 
Riy  former  thoughts  returning,  I  be- 
gan to  abate  my  reil>.lution  ;  I  do  not 
inean,  that  I  entertained  any  fear  of 
their  number  4  for  as  they  were  naked, 
unarmed  wretches,  it  is  certain  [  was 
Superior  to  them;  nay,  though  I  had 
been  alone.:  but  it  occurred  to  my 
thoughts.,  what  call,  what  occaiion, 
much  Id's,  what  neceflity,  I  was  in  to 
go  and  dip  my  hands  in  blood,  to  at- 
tack people,  who  had  neither  done  or 
intended  me  any  ivrong  ;  who,  as 
to  me,  were  innocent,  and  whofe  bar- 
barous cuftoms  were  their  own  difafter, 
being  iu  them  a  token  indeed  of  God's 
having  left  them,  with  the  other  na- 
tions of  that  part  of  the  world^  to 
fuch  ftupidity  and  to  fuch  inhuman, 
courfes ;  but  did  not  call  me  to  take 
xipon  me  to  be  a  judge  of  their  aftions, 
much  lefs  an  executioner  of  his  juftice  : 
that  whenever  he  thought  fit,  he 
would  take  the  caufe  into  his  own 
bands,  and  by  national  vengeance 
puniih  them  for  national  crimes  j  but 
that,  in  the  mean  time,  it  was  none  of 


my  bufinefs;  that  it  was  true,  Friday 
niighr  jultify  it,  becaule  he  was  a  de- 
clared enemy,  and  in  a  ftate  of  war 
with  thofe  very  particular  people,  and 
it  was  lawful  for  hjrn  to  attack  them} 
but  I  could  not  fay  the  fame  with  re- 
fpe&  to  me.  Thefe  things  were  fo 
warmjy  pretTed  upon  my  thoughts  all 
the  way  as  I  went,  that  I  reiblved  I 
would  only  go  pjace  myfelf  near  them, 
tint  I  might  obferre  their  barbarous 
feart,  and  that  I  would  aft  then  as 
Qud  fhould  direct;  but  that  unlefs 
fomething  offered  that  was  more  a  call 
to  me  than  yet  I  knew  of,  I  would  not 
meddle  with  them. 

With  tkis  refolutipn  I  entered  the 
wood  ;  and  with  all  pofiible  warinefs 
and  filence  (Friday  following  clofe  at 
my  heels)  I  marched  till  I  came  to  the 
Ikirt  of  the  wood,  on  the  fide  which 
was  next  to  them  ;  only  that  one  cor- 
ner of  the  wood  lay  between  roe  and 
them.  Here  I  called  foftly  to  Friday, 
and  mewing  him  a  great  tree,  which  - 
was  jwlt  at  the  corner  of  £he  wood,. I 
bade  him  go  to  the  tree,  and  bring  me 
word  if  he  could  lee  there  plainly  what 
they  were  doing.  He  did  fo,  and  came 
immediately  back  to  me,  and  told  me 
they  might  be  plainly  viewed  there; 
tkat  they  were  all  about  the  fire,  eat- 
Jcg  the  flefla  of  one  of  their  prifoners^ 
arid  that  another  lay  bound  upon  the 
land,  a  little  from  them,  whom  he 
faid  they  would  kill  next,  and  which 
fired  the  very  foul  within  me.  He 
told  me,  it  was  not  one  of  their  nation^*- 
but  one  of  the  bearded  men  whom  he 
had  told  me  of,  who  came  to  their 
country  in  the  boat.  I  was  filled  with 
horror  at  the  very  naming  the  white- 
bearded  man,  apt}  going  to  the  tree, 
I  law  pjainly,  by  r;iy  glafs,  a  white 
man,  who  Jay  upon  the  beach  of  the 
fea,  with  his  hands  and  hi$  feet  tied 
with  flags,  or  things  like  rufhes,  and 
that  he  was  a»i  European,  and  had 
doaths  on. 

There  was  another  tree,  and  a  little 
thicket  beyond  it,  about  fifty  yards 
nearer  to  them  than  the  place  where  I 
was,  which,  by  going  a  little  way 
about,  I  faw  I  might  come  at  undif- 
covered,  and  that  then  I  fliould  be 
within  half  (hot  of  them ;  fo  I  with- 
held my  paliion,  though  J  was  indeed 
enraged  to  the  higheft  degree  j  and  go- 
ing back  about  twenty  paces,  I  got 
behind  fgme  bufhes,  which  held  all 
P*  the 
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the  way  till  I  came  to  the  other  tree, 
and  then  I  came  to  a  little  rifmg 
ground,  which  gave  me  a  full  view  of 
them,  at  a  diftance  of  about  eighty 
yards. 

I  had  now  not  a  moment  to  lofe  : 
for  nineteen  of  the  dreadful  wretches 
iat  upon  the  ground  all  clcfe  huddled 
together,  and  had  juft  fent  the  other 
two  to  butcher  the  poor  Chriitian,  and 
bring  him,  perhaps,  limb  by  limb,  tp 
their  fire  ;  and  they  were  ftooped  down 
to  untie  the  bands  at  his  feet.  I  turn- 
ed to  Friday  j  *  Now,  Friday,1  faid  I, 
'  do  as  I  bid  thee.'  Friday  laid  he 
•would.  «  Then,  Friday, Maid  J,  <  do 

*  exactly   as  you  fee    me    do;   fail   in 

*  nothing.'     So  I  fet  down  one  of  the 
mufquets  and  the  fowling-piece  upon 
^le   ground,  and  Friday  did  the  like 
by  his }   and  with  the  other  mufquet  I 
took  my  aim  at  the  favages,  bidding 
him  do  the  like.     Then  alking  him  if 
he/was  ready,  he  faid,  '  Yes.' — £  Then 
'  fire  at  them,1  faid  I ;  and  the  fame 
moment  I  fired  alfo. 

Friday  took  his  aim  (b  much  better 
than  I,  that  on  the  fide  that  he  (hot, 
he  killed  two  of  them,  and  wounded 
three  more;  and  on  my  iide,  I  killed 
one,  and  wounded  two.  They  were, 
you  maybefure,  in  a  dreadful  conger- 
nation  5  and  all  of  them,  who  were 
not  hurt,  jumped  up  upon  their  feet 
immediately,  but  did  not  know  which 
•way  to  run,  or  which  way  to  look  ; 
for  they  knew  not  from  whence  their 
dertru&ion  came.  Friday  kept  his 
cyesclofe  upon  me,  that,  as  I  had  bid 
him,  he  might  obierve  what  I  did  ;  fo 
as  foon  as  the  firft  fhot  was  made,  I 
threw  down  the  piece,  and  took  up 
the  fowling-piece,  and  Friday  did  the 
Jike  :  he  fees  me  cock  and  prefent ;  he 
did  the  lame  again.  *  Arc  you  ready, 
«  Friday,'  faid  I.  «  Yes,'  faid  he. 

*  Let  fly,  then,'  faid  I,  l  in  the  name 

*  of  God  !'  and  with  that  1  fired  again 
among    the  amazed  wretches,  and  fo 
did   Friday;   and  as  our  pieces  were 
now   loaden  with  what  I  called  fwan- 
fhct,  or  fmall  piftol  bullets,  we  found 
only  two  drop ;     but   fo   many    were 
wounded,  that  they  ran  about  yelling 
and  fcreaming  like  mad  creatures,  all 
bloody  and  milerably  wounded,  molt 
of  them  5  whereof  three  more  fell  quick- 
ly after,  though  nut  quite  dead. 

'    Now,     Friday,'    faid    1,    laying 
down  the  difchurged  pieces,  and  tak- 


ing up  the  mufquet,  which  was  yet 
loaden  ;  '  follow  me  !'  which  he1  did, 
with  a  deal  of  courage  ;  upon  which; 
I  rufhed  out  of  the  wood,  nnd  (hew- 
ed myfelf,  and  Friday  clole  at  my 
foot.  As  foon  as  I  perceived  they  faw 
rue,  I  fliouted  as  loud  as  I  could,  and 
bade  Friday  do  fo  too;  and  running 
as  fall  as  1  could,  (which,  by  the 
way,  was  not  very  fatt,  being  loaded 
with  arms  as  I  was)  I  made  direc~l- 
ly  towards  the  poor  vi'clim,  who  was, 
as  I  faid,  lying  upon  the  beach,  or 
fhore,  between  the  place  where  they 
fat  and  the  fea.  The  two  butchers, 
who  were  juft  going  to  work  with 
him,  had  left  him  at  the  furprize  of 
our  fiift  fire,  and  fled  in  a  terrible 
fright  to  the  fea-fide,  and  had  jumped 
into  a  canoe,  and  three  more  of  the 
reft  made  the  fame  way :  I  turned  to 
Friday,  and  bade  him  (rep  forwards, 
and  fire  at  them;  lie  underftood  me 
immediately,  and  running  about  for- 
ty yards  to  be  near  them,  he  fhot  at 
them,  and  I  thought  he  had  killed 
them  all;  for  I  faw  them  all  fall  on 
an  heap  into  the  boat ;  though  I  faw 
two  of  them  up  again  quickly:  how- 
ever, he  killed  twoof  them,  and  wound- 
ed the  third,  fo  that  he  lay  down  m 
the  bottom  of  the  boat,  as  if  he  had 
been  dead. 

While  my  man  Friday  fired  at  them, 
I  pulled  out  my  knife,  and  cut  the 
flags  that  bound  the  poor  viftim,  and 
loofmg  his  hands  and  feet,  I  lifted 
him  up,  and  afked  him  in  the  Portu- 
gueze  tongue  ?  what  he  was.  He  an- 
fwerecl  in  Latin,  'Chrifiianus  ;'  but  was 
fo  weak  and  faint,  that  he  could  fcarce 
fland  or  fpeak ;  I  took  my  bottle  out 
of  my  pocket,  and  gave  it  him,  mak- 
ing figns  that  he  ihould  drink,  which 
he  did  ;  and  I  gave  him  a  piece  or" 
bread,  which  he  eat;  then  1  afked  him, 
what  countryman  he  was  ?  and  he  laid, 
'  Efpagnole;'  and,  being  a  little  reco- 
vered, let  me  know,  by  all  the  figns 
he  could  poffibly  make,  how  much  he 
was  in  my  debt  for  his  deliverance. 
*  Seignior,1  faid  I,  with  as  much  Spa- 
nifhaslcould  makeup,  *  we  will  talk 
'  afterwards,  but  we  muft  right  now  ; 
4  if  you  have  any  ftrength  left,  take 
4  this  piftol  and  iword,  and  lay  about 
'  you.'  He  took  them  very  thankfully, 
and  no  fooner  had  he  the  arms  in  his 
hands,  but  as  if  they  had  put  new  vi- 
gour into  him,  he  flew  upon  his  mur- 
derers 
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sJerers  like  a  fury,  and  had  cut  two  of 
them  in  pieces  in  an  inltant;  for  the 
truth  is,  as  the  whole  was  a  fui  prize 
to  them,  ib  the  poor  creatures  were  fo 
much  frighted  with  the  noife  of  our 
pieces,  that  they  fell  down  for  mere 
amazement  and  fear,  and  had  no  more 
power  to  attempt  their  own  efcape, 
than  their  flefh  had  to  refift  our  fliot ; 
and  that  was  the  cafe  of  thole  five  that 
Friday  ftiot  in  the  boat;  for  as  three 
of  them  fell  with  the  hurt  they  re- 
c'eived,  fo  the  other  two  fell  with  the 
fright. 

I  kept  my  piece  in  my  hand  ftill, 
without  firing,  being  willing  to  keep 
my  charge  ready,  becauie  I  had  given 
the  Spaniard  my  piftpl  and  fword  ;  fo  I 
called  to  Friday,  and  bade  him  run  up 
to  the  tree  from  whence  we  firfl  nred, 
and  fetch  the  arms  which  lay  there 
that  had  been  difcharged,  which  he  did 
with  great  fwiftnefs  j  and  then  giving 
him  my  mufquet,  I  fat  down  myielf  to 
load  all  the  reft  again,  and  bade  them 
fome  tome  when  they  wanted.  While 
J  was  loading  thefe  pieces,  there  hap- 
pened a  fierce  engagement  between  the 
Spaniard  and  one  of  the  Savages,  who. 
made  at  him  with  one  of  their  great 
wooden  fwords,  the  fame  weapon  that 
was  to  have  killed  him  before,  if  I 
Ind  not  prevented  it.  The  Spaniard, 
who  was  as  bold  and  as  brave  as  could 
be  imagined,  thoughweak,  had  fought 
this  Indian  a  good  while,  and  had  cut 
him  two  great  wounds  on  his  head  ; 
Jbut  the  favage,  being  a'llout  kifty  fel- 
low, doling  in  with  him,  had  thrown 
him  down,  (being  faint)  and  was  wring- 
ing nay  fword  out  of  his  hand,  when  the 
Spaniard,  though  undermoft,  wifely 
quitting  his  fword, drew  the  piftol  from 
his  girdle,  fliot  the  favage  through  the 
body,  and  killed  him  upon  the  fpot, 
before  I,  who  was  running  to  help, 
could  come  near  him. 

Friday,  being  now  left  at  his  liberty, 
purfued  the  flying  wretches  with  no 
weapon  in  his  hand  but  his  hatchet; 
and  with  that  hedifpatched  thole  three, 
who,  as  I  laid  before,  were  wounded 
at  firft  and  fallen,  and  all  the  reft  he 
could  come  up  with  •,  and  the  Spaniard 
coming  to  me  for  a  gun,  I  gave  him 
one  of  the  fowling-pieces,  with  which  he 
purfued  two  of  the  i'avages  and  wound- 
ed them  both ;  but  as  he  was  not  able 
to  run,  they  both  got  from  him  into 
the  woods,  where  Friday  purfued  them, 
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and  ki-lled  one  of  them  ;  but  the  other 
was  too  nimbie  for  him;  and  though 
he  was  wounded,  yet  he  plunged  into 
the  lea,  and  iwam  with  all  his  might 
off  to  thole  who  were  left  in  the  canoe; 
which  three  in  the  canoe,  with  one 
wounded,  who  we  knew  not  whether 
he  died  or  no,  were  all  that  eicaped, 
our  hands  of  one  and  twenty.  The. 
account  of  the  reft  is  as  follows: 

3  Killed  at  our  fliot  from  the  tree. 

2,  Killed  at  the  next  fliot. 

z  Killed  by  Friday  in  the  boat. 

2  Killed    by    ditto,    of  thofe   at    firfl 

wounded. 
i   Killed  by  ditto,  in  the  wood. 

3  Killed  by  the  Spaniard. 

4  Killed,  being  found  dropt  here  and 

there,  of  their  wounds,  or  killed 
by  Friday  in  his  chace  of  them. 
4.  Efcaped  in  the  boat,    whereof  one 
wounded,  if  not  dead. 

zi   I n  all. 


Thofe  that  were  in  the  canoe,  work- 
ed hard  to  get  out  of  gun-fhot;;  and 
though  Friday  made  two  or  three  (hot 
at  them,  I  did  not  find  that  he  hit  any 
of  diem.  Friday  would  fain  have  had 
me  take  one  of  their  canoes,  and  pur- 
fue  them  j  and  indeed  I  was  very  anxi- 
ous about  their 'efcape,  left,  carrying 
the  news  home  to  their  people,  they 
mould  come  back,  perhaps,  .with  two 
or  three  hundred  of  their  canoes,  and 
devour  us  by  mere  multitudes  ;  ib  I 
consented  to  puriue  them  by  lea  j  and 
running  to  one  of  their  canoes,  I 
jumped  in,  and  bade  Friday  follow 
me  j  but  when  I  was  in  the  canoe,  I 
was  furprized  to  find  another  poor 
creature  lie  there  alive,  bound  hand 
and  foot,  as  the  Spaniard  was,  for  the 
flaughter,  and  almoft  dead  with  fear, 
not  knowing  what  the  matter  was  ; 
for  he  had  not  been  able  to  look  up 
over  the  fide  of  the  boat,  he  was  tied 
ib  hard  neck  and  heels,  and  had  been 
tied  fo  long,  that  he  had  really  little 
life  in  him. 

I  immediately  cut  the  twifted  flags, 
or  rufhes,  which  they  ha.d  bound  him 
with,  and  would  have  helped  him  up; 
but  he  could  not  ftand  or  fpeak,  but; 
groaned  molt  piteoufly,  believing,  it 
feerns,  ftill  that  he  was  only  unbound 
in  order  to  be  killed. 

Wbe4 
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When  Friday  came  to  him,  I  bnde 
him  fpeak  to  him,  and  tell  him  of  his 
deliverance  j  and  pulling  out  my  bot- 
tle, made  him  give  the  poor  wrrtch  a 
Hram  ;  wliich,  with  the  ne\ys  of  his 
being  delivered,  revived  him,  and  he 
fat  up  in  the  boatj  hut  when  Friday 
came  to  hear  him  fpeak,  and  looked  in 
his  face,  it  would  have  moved  any  one 
to  tears,  to  have  feen  how  Friday  kifled 
him,  embraced  him,  hugged  him,  cried, 
Jruighed,  hailooed,  jumped  about,  danc- 
tvi,  fung,  then  cried  again,  wrung  his^ 
b^nds,  beat  his  own  face  and  head, 
and  then  lung  and  jumped  about  again, 
like  a  di (trailed  creature.  It  was  a 
good  while  before  I  could  make  him 
ipeak  to  me,  or  tell  me  what  was  the 
matter ;  but  when  he  came  a  little  to 
himfelf,  he  toid  me  that  it  was  his  father. 

It  was  not  eafy  for  me  to  exprefs 
how  ir  moved  me,  to  lee  what  extafy 
and  filial  affection  had  worked  in  this 
poor  favage,  at  the  fight  of  his  father, 
and  of  his  being  delivered  from,  death  $ 
nor  indeed  can  I  defcribe  half  the  ex- 
travagances of  his  affection  after  this; 
for  he  went  into  the  boat  and  out  of 
the  boat  a  great  many  times  ;  when 
he  went  in  to  him,  he  would  fit  down 
by  him,  open  his  breaft,  and  hold  his 
father's  head  clofe  to  his  bo  Com,  half 
an  hour  together,  to  nourifh  it ;  then  he 
took  his  arms  and  ancles,  which  were 
numbed  and  (tiff  with  the  binding,  and 
chafed  and  rubbed  them  with  his 
hands  j  and  I,  perceiving  what  the 
cafe  was,  gave  him  feme  rum  out  of 
my  bottle  to  rub  them  with,  which  did 
them  a  great  deal  of  good. 

This  action  put  an  end  to  our  pur- 
fuit  of  the  canoe  with  the  other  favages, 
who  were  now  gotten  almoft  out  of 
fight  j  and  it  was  happy  for  us  that  we 
did  not ;  for  it  blew  fo  hard  within  two 
"hours  after,  and  before  they  could  be 
gotten  a  quarter  of  their  way,  and 
continued  blowing  fo  hard  all  night, 
and  th-.' from  the  north -weft, which  was 
againrt  them,  that  I  could  not  fuppofe 
tii  ,r  boat  could  live,  or  that  they  ever 
reached  to  their  own  coalt. 

But  to  retain  to  Friday.  He  was  To 
b\ify  about  his  father,  th*t  I  could 
not  £nd  in  my  heart  to  take  him  off  for 
iometimej  but,  after  I  thought  I 
could  leave  him  a  little,  I  called  him 
to  me,  and  he  came  jumping  and 
laughing,  and  pleaftd  to  the  higheft 
extreme.  Then  1  afked  him,  if  he 


had  given  his  father  any  br«ad.  He 
ftjook  his  head,  and  laid,  *  None  : 
'  ugly  dog  eat  all  up  felf.*  So  I  gave 
him  a  cake  of  bread  out  of  a  little 
pouch  I  carried  on  p-urpofe  ;  I  alfo 
gave  him  a  dram  for  himfelf;  but  he 
would  not  talte  it,  but  carried  it  to 
his  father.  I  had  in  my  pocket  alfo 
two  or  three  bunches  of  my  railing  ;  fo 
I  gave  him  a  handful  of  them  for  his 
father.  He  had  no  fooner  given  his 
father  thefe  raifins,  but  I  faw  him  come 
out  of  the  boat,  and  run  away  as  if 
he  had  been  h--:^hed.  He  nn  at 
fuch  a  rate,  (for  he  was  the  fwifte(J: 
fellow  of  his  feet  that  ever  I  faw  j)  I 
fay,  he  ran  at  fuch  a  rate,  that  he  was 
out  of  fight  as  it  were  in  an  inllant; 
and  though  I  called  and  hallooed  top 
after  him,  ii  was  all  onej  away  he 
went,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  I 
faw  him  come  back  again,  though  not 
fo  fall  as  he  went  j  and  as  he  came 
nearer,  I  found  his  pace  was  flacker 
becauie  he  had  fortieth  ing  in  his  hand. 

When  he  came  up  to  me,  I  found 
he  had  been  quite  home  for  an  earthen 
jug  or  pot,  to  bring  his  father  fome 
frefh  water  j  and  that  he  had  got  two 
more  cakes  or  loaves  of  bread.  The 
bread  he  gave  me,  but  the  water  he 
carried  to  his  father ;  however,  as  I 
VMS  very  thirlty  too,  I  took  a  little 
fup  of  it:  this  water  revived  his  fa- 
ther more  than  all  the  rum  or  (pints  I 
had  given  him  j  for  he  was  juft  faint- 
ing with  thirft. 

When  his  father  had  drnnk,  I  call- 
ed him  to  know  if  there  was  any  wa- 
ter left  j  he  laid,  yes  ;  and  I  bade  him 
give  it  to  the  poor  Spaniard,  who  was 
in  as  much  want  of  it  as  his  father  ;  and 
I  lent  one  of  the  cakes,  that  Friday 
brought,  to  the  Spaniard  too,  who 
v.'-is  indeed  very  weak,  and  was  re- 
pofing  himfc-H  upon  a  green  place, 
under  the  fliade  of  a  tree,  and  whofe 
limbs  were  allb  very  ftiff,  and  very 
much  f welled  with  the  rude  bandage 
he  had  been  tied  with  :  when  I  faw 
that  upon  Friday's  coming  to  him 
with  the  water,  he  fat  up  and  drank, 
and  took  the  bread  and  began  to  eat, 
I  went  to  him,  and  gave  him  an  hand- 
ful of  raifins  ;  he  looked  up  in  my 
face  with  all  tjio  tokens  of  gratitude 
and  thanklulm  !s  that  could  appear  in 
any  countenance;  but  was  fo  weak, 
notwithllanding  he  had  fo  exerted  hiuf- 
klf  in  the  fight,  that  he  could  not 
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t!  up  upon  his  feet  j  he  tried  to 
<fo  it  two  or  three  times,  but  was  real- 
ly not  able,  his  ancles  were  fo  fwell- 
ed  and  fo  painful  to  him  j  fo  I  bade 
him  fit  ftill,  and  caufed  Friday  to  rub 
his  ancles,  and  bathe  them  with  rum, 
as  he  had  done  his  father's. 

I  obferved  the  pooraffeclionate  crea- 
ture every  two  minutes,  or  perhaps 
lefs,  all  the  while  he  was  here,  turned 
his  head  about,  to  fee  if  his  father 
was  in  the  fame  place  and  pofture  as 
he  left  him  fitting:  and  at  lail  he  found 
he  was  not  to  be  feen  ;  at  which  he 
ftarted  up,  and  without  fpeaking  a 
word,  flew  with  that  fwiftnefs  to  him, 
that  one  could  fcarce  perceive  his  feet 
to  touch  the  ground  as  he  went  j  but 
when  he  came,  he  only  found  he  had 
laid  himfelf  down  to  eafe  his  limbs  ; 
fo  Friday  came  back  to  me  prefently, 
and  I  then  fpoke  to  the  Spaniard  to  let 
Friday  help  him  up,  if  he  could,,  and 
lead  him  to  the  boat,  and  then  he 
fhould  carry  him  to  our  dwelling, 
where  I  would  take  care  of  him  j  but 
Friday,  a  lufty  young  fellow,  took 
the  Spaniard  quite  up  upon  his  back, 
and  carried  him  away  to  the  boat,  and 
fet  him  down  foftly  upon  the  fide  or 
gunnel  of  the  canoe,  with  has  feet  in 
the  infide  of  it,  and  then  lifted  them 
quite  in,  and  fet  him  clofe  to  his  fa- 
ther 5  and  prefently  ftepping  out  again, 
launched  the  boat  off,  and  paddled  it 
along  the  more  fafter  than  I  could 
walk,  though  the  wind  blew  pretty 
hard  too:  fo  he  brought  them  both 
fafe  into  our  creek  }  and  leaving  them 
In  the  boat,  runs  away  to  fetch  the 
other  canoe.  As  he  parted  me,  I  fpoke 
to  him,  and  alkcd  him,  whither  he 
went.  He  told  me,  *  Go,  fetch  more 
*  boat/  So  away  he  went,  like  the 
wind,  for  lure  never  man  or  horfe  ran 
like  him  }  and  he  had  the  other  canoe 
in  the  creek,  almolt  as  foon  as  I  got 
to  it  by  land  j  fo  he  wafted  me  over, 
and  then  went  to  help  our  new  guelts 
out  of  the  boat,  which  he  did  ;  but 
they  were  neither  of  them  able  to  walk  j 
fo  that  poor  Friday  knew  not  what 
to  do. 

To  remedy  this,  I  went  to  work  in 
my  thought;  and  calling  to  Fritlay  to 
bid  them  fit  down  on  the  bank  while 
he  came  to  me,  I  foon  made  a  kind  of 
hand- barrow  to  lay  them  on  j  and  Fri- 
day and  I  carried  them  up  both  toge- 
ther upon  it  between  us ;  but  when  we 


got  them  to  the  outfide  of  our  wall  or 
fortification,  we  were  at  a  worfe  iol's 
than  before  ;  for  it  was  impoffible  to 
get  them  over  ;  and  I  was  relolved  not 
to  break  it  down  :  fo  I  fet  to  work  a- 
gain  j  and  Friday  and  I,  in  about  two 
hours  time,  made  a  very  handfome  tent» 
covered  with  old  fails,  and,  above  that, 
with  boughs  of  trees j  being  in  the 
fpace  without  our  outward  fence,  auJ 
between  that  and  the  grove  of  young 
wood  which  I  had  planted  :  and  here 
we  made  two  beds,  of  fuch  things  as  I 
had,  viz.  of  good  rice-ftraw,  with 
blankets  laid  upon  it,  to  lie  on,  and 
another  to  cover  them,  on  each  bed. 

My  ifland  was  now  peopled,  and  I 
thought  myfelf  very  rich  in  fubje&s$ 
and  it  was  a  merry  reflection  which  I 
frequently  made,  how  Jike  a  &ng  I 
looked.  Firftof  all,  the  whole  country 
was  my  own  mere  property  ;  fo  that  I 
had  an  undoubted  right  of  dominion; 
fecondly,  my  people  were  perfectly 
fubje&edj  I  was  ablblutely  k>rd  and 
lawgiver  j  they  all  owed  their  lives  to 
me,  and  were  ready  to  lay  down  their 
lives,  if  there  had  been  occafion  for 
it,  forme:  it  was  remarkable  too,  I 
had  but  three  fubjefts,  and  they  were 
of  three  different  religions  ;  my  maa 
Friday  was  a  Proteftant,  his  father  a 
Pagan  and  a  canibal,  and  the. Spaniard 
was  a  Papift.  However,  I  allowed 
liberty  of  confcience  throughout  my 
dominions  :  but  this  by  the  way. 

As  loon  as  I  had  fecured  my  two 
weak  refcued  prifoners,  and  given, 
them  flicker,  and  a  place  to  reii  them 
upon,  I  began  t®  think  of  making 
fome  proviiion  for  them  :  and  the  tirit 
thing  I  did,  I  ordered  Friday  to  take 
a  yearly  goat,  betwixt  a  kid  and  a 
goat,  out  of  my  particular  flock,  to 
be  killed :  then  I  cut  off  the  hinder 
quarter,  and,  chopping  it  into  fin  all 
pieces,  I  fet  Friday  to  work  to  boil- 
ing and  Hewing,  and  made  them  a' very- 
good  difh,  I  affure  you,  of  flefh  and 
broth,  having  put  fome  barley  and 
rice.alfo  into  the  broth  ;  and  as  I  cook- 
ed it  without  doors  (for  I  ma'de  1:0 
fire  within  my  inner  wall)  fo  I  car- 
ried it  all  into  the  new  tent  5  and  hav- 
ing fet  a  table  there  for  them,  I  fat 
down  and  eat  my  dinner  alfo  with  them;, 
and,  as  well  as  I  could,  cheared  them 
and  encouraged  them,  Friday  bein£. 
my  interpreter,  efpecially  to  hus  fa- 
ther, and  indeed  to  iiic  Sj.aoia.id  too  $ 

fa* 


12(3 


ROBINSON    CRUSOE. 


for  the  Spaniard  fpoke  the  language 
of  the  favages  pretty  well. 

After  we  Ind  dined,  or  rather  flip- 
ped, I  ordc-j-ed  Fiiday  to  take  one  of 
the  canoes,  and  go  and  fe'tch  our  muf- 
quets,  and  other  fire- arms,  which,  for 
want  of  time,  we  had  left  upon  the 
place  of  battle  j  and  the  next  day  I 
ordered  him  to  gc  and  bury  the  dead 
bodies  of  the  favages,  which  lay  open 
to  the  fun,  and  would  prefently  be 
offenfive;  and  I  allb  ordered  }iim  to 
bury  the  horrid  remains  of  thfcir  bar- 
barous feaft,  which  I  knew  w/re  pret- 
ty much,  and  which  I  could  not  think 
of  doing  myfelf;  nay,  I  could  not 
bear  to  lee  them,  if  I  went  that  way. 
All  which  he  punctually  performed, 
and  defaced  the  very  appearance  of 
the  favages  being  there;  ib  that  when 
I  went  again,  I  could  fcarce  know 
•where  it  was,  otheiwile  than  by  the 
corner  of  the  wood  pointing  to  the 
place. 

I  then  began  to  enter  into  a  little 
conversation  with  my  two  new  fub- 
jecls  ;  and  firft,  I  fet  Friday  to  en- 
quire of  his  father,  what  he' thought 
of  the  efcape  of  the  favages  in  that 
canoe,  and  whether  he  might  expecl  a 
leturn  of  them,  with  a  power  too  great 
for  us  to  refift.  His  firft  opinion  was, 
that  the  favages  in  the  boat  never  could 
live  out  the  ftorm,  which  blew  that 
night  they  went  off,  but  muft  of  ne- 
ceffity  be  drowned,  or  driven  fouth  to 
thofe  other  mores,  where  they  were  as 
fure  to  be  devoured,  as  they  were  to 
be  drowned  if  they  were  caft  away  : 
but  as  to  what  they  would  do  if  they 
came  fafe  on  fhore,  he  (aid  he  knew 
not  ;  but  it  vyas  his  opinion,  that  they 
were  fo  dreadfully  frighted  with  the 
inanner  of  being  attacked,  the  noife, 
and  the  fire,  that  he  believed  they 
would  tell  their  people,  they  were  all 
killed  by  thunder  and  lightning,  and 
not  by  the  hand  of  man  ;  and  that  the 
two  which  appealed  (viz.  Friday  and 
2)  were  two  heavenly  1'pirits  or  furies, 
come  down  to  dcftroy  them,  and  not 
rhen  with  weapons.  This,  he  fa  id, 
he  knew,  becaufe  he  heard  them  all 
cry  sut  fo  in  their  language  to  one 
another  ;  for  it  was  impolfible  for  them 
to  conceive  that  a  man  Ihotild  dart  fur, 
and  i'peak  thunder,  and  kill  at  a  dil- 
tance,  without  lifting  up  the  hand,  r,s 
was  done  now.  And  this  old  favage 


was  in  the  right  ;  for,  ar,  1  uh'.-i" 
fince,  by  other  hands,  the  favages  of 
that  part  never  attempted  to  go  ovef 
to  the  iflarnl  afterwards.  They  were 
fo  terrified  with  the  accounts  given  by 
thofe  four  men  (for  it  feems  they  did 
efcape  the  fea)  that  they  believed,  who- 
ever went  to  that  inchanted  ifland, 
would  be  deftroyed  with  fire  from  thi 
gods. 

This,  however,  I  knew  not,  and 
therefore  was  under  continual  appre- 
henfions  for  a  good  while,  and  kept 
always  upon  my  guard,  I  and  all  my 
army  ;  for  as  we  were  now  four  of  us^ 
I  wo,-«'!d  have  ventured  upon  an  hun- 
dred of  them  fairly  in  the»open  field  at 
any  time. 

In  a  little  time,  however,  no  more 
canoes  appearing,  the  fear  of  their 
coming  wore  «ff,  and  I  began  to  take 
my  former  thoughts  of  a  voyage  to  tha 
main  into  conlideration  ;  being  like- 
wile  a  flu  red  by  Friday's  father,  that 
I  might  depend  upon  good  ufage  from 
their  nation  on  his  account,  if  I 
would  go. 

But  my  thoughts  were  a  little  fu- 
fpended,  when  I  had  a  ferious  dif- 
courle  with  the  Spaniard,  and  when  t 
underftood,  that  there  were  fixteert 
more  of  his  countrymen  and  Portu- 
gueze,  who  having  been  caft  away, 
and  made  their  efcape  to  that  fide,  liv- 
ed there  at  peace  indeed  with  the  fa- 
vages, but  were  very  fore  put  to  it  fot 
neceffaries,  and  indeed  for  life  :  I  aflc- 
ed  him  all  the  particulars  of  their 
voyage,  and  found  they  were  a  Spa- 
nim  fliip,  bound  from  the  Rio  de  la 
Plata  to  the  Havacmah,  being  directed 
to  leave  their  loading  there,  which  was 
chiefly  hides  and  filver,  and  to  bring 
back  what  European  goods  they  could 
meet  with  there  j  that  they  had  five 
Portugueze  feamen  on  boafd,  whom 
they  took  out  of  another  wreck  ;  that 
five  of  their  own  men  were  drowned 
when  firft  the  fhip  was  Jolt  j  and  that 
thefe  efcaped  through  infinite  dangers 
and  hazards,  and  ai  rived,  almoft  ftarv- 
ed,  on  the  canibal  coalt,  where  they* 
expected  to  have  been  devoured  every 
moment. 

He  told  me,  they  had  fome  arms 
with  them,  but  they  wax-  perfectly 
ufeJefs,  for  that  they  had  neither  pow- 
der or  ball,  the  wMhinr;  of  the  fea 
having  fpoiled  i\ll  tlu;;  1>«*  a 
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kittle  which  they  ufed  at  their  fir  ft 
landing,  to  provide  themfelvcs  fome 
fooJ. 

I  afked  him  what  he  thought  would 
become  of  them  there  ;  and  if  they 
!.;ul  formed  no  deiign  of  .making  any 
efcape.  He  laid,  they  had  many  con- 
fukations  about  it  ;  but  that  having 
neither  veiT-1,  nor  tools  to  build  one, 
or  provisions  of  any  kind,  their  cuun- 
iels  always  ended  in  tears  and  ilefpair. 
I  tfamd  him  how  he  thought  tliey 
would  receivea  propola!  from  me, which 
might  tend  towards  an  efcape;  and  whe» 
ther,  if  they  were  all  here,  it  might  not 
be  done.  I  told  him  with  freedom,  I 
feared  -mottly  their  treachery  and  ill 
ufage  of  me,  if  I  put  my  life  in  their 
hands  }  for  that  gratitude  was  no  in- 
herent virtue  in  the  nature  of  man  ; 
nor  did  men  always  fquare  their  deal- 
ings by  the  obligations  they  had  re- 
ceived, fo  much  as  they  did  by  the  ad- 
vantages they  expected  :  I  told  him, 
it  would  be  very  hard  that  I  mould 
be  the  instrument  of  their  deliverance, 
and  that  they  mouJd  afterwards  make 
me  their  prifoner  in  New  Spain,  where 
an  Englishman  was  certain  to  be  made 
a  facrifice,  what  neceffity,  or  what 
.accident  foever,  brought  him  thither  ; 
and  that  I  had  rather  be  delivered  up 
to  the  favages,  and  be  devoured  alive, 
than  fall  into  the  mercilefs  claws  at 
the  prielts,  and  be  carried  into  the  In- 
cjuiiition.  I  added,  that  otherwise  I 
was  perfuaded,  if  they  were  all  here, 
we  might,  with  fo  many  hands,  build 
a  bark  large  enough  to  cany  us  ail 
away,  either  to  the  Brazils  ibuthward, 
or  to  the  iilandsor  Spanifh  coaft  north- 
ward ;  but  that  if,  in  requital,  they 
fhmild,  when  I  had  put  weapons  into 
their  hands,  carry  me  by  force  among 
their  own  people,  I  might  be  ill  uied 
for  my  Jiindnefs  to  them,  and  make 
my  cafe  worfe  than  it  was  before. 

He  anfw-ercd  with  a  great  deal  of 
candour  and  ingenuity,  that  their  con- 
dition was  fo  miferable,  and  they  were 
fo  ieniible  of  it,  that  lie  believed  they 
would  abhor  the  thought  of  ufmg  any 
man  unkindly  that  mould  contribute 
to  their  deliverance j  and  that,  if  I 
plealed,  he  would  go  to  them  with  the 
eld  roan,  and  dilcourie  with  them  a- 
bout  it,  and  would  return  asain,  and 
bring  me  their  anfwer  j  that  he  would 
make  conditions  with  them  upon  their 
Icletnn  oath,  that  they  would  be  abib- 


lutely  under  niy  leading,  a:s  their  com- 
mander and  captain  ;  and  that  they 
Should  fwear  upon  the  Holy  Sacra- 
ments and  Gofpel,  to  be  true  to  me, 
and  to  go  to  fuch  Chrifrian  country 
as  I  ihould  agree  to,  a.nd  nootlier$ 
and  to  be  directed  wholly  and  abfo- 
hitely  by  my  orders,  till  they  were 
landed  fafeJy  in  fuch  country  as  1  in- 
tended ;  and  that  he  would  bring  a 
contract  from  them  under  thtir  hands 
for  th-.it  purpofe. 

Then  he  told  me,  he  would  fir£ 
fwear  to  me  himfelf,  that  he  would 
nevev  llir  from  me  as  long  as  he  liv- 
ed, till  I  gave  him  order;  ami  that  !»«• 
would  take  my  lide  to  the  iait  drop  of 
blood,  if  there  fliould  happen  the  lea  it 
breach  of  faith  among  his  country- 
men. 

He  told  me,  they  were  all  of  them 
very  civil  honeft  men,  and  they  were 
under  the  greateft  di  ft  re  Is  imaginable, 
having  neither  weapons  nor  cioaths,nor 
any  food,  but  at  the  mercy  and  dif- 
cretion  of  the  favages  j  out  of  a!!  hopes 
of  ever  returning  to  their  own  coun- 
try ;  and  that  he  was  fare,  if  I  would 
undertake  their  relief,  they  would  live 
and  die  by  me. 

Upon  thefe  aflTurances,  I  refolded  t» 
venture  to  relieve  them,  if  poftible, 
and  to  fend  the  old  favageami  this  Spa- 
niard over  to  them  to  treat.  But  when 
he  had  gotten  all  things  in  readinefs 
to  go,  the  Spaniard  himfelf  ttarted  an. 
objection,  which  had  fo  nuich  pru- 
dence in  it  on  one  hand,  and  fo  much 
iincerity  on  the  other  hand,  that  I  could 
not  but  be  very  well  fatistied  in  it; 
and,  by  his  advice,  put  off  the  deli- 
verance of  his  cormades  for  at  lealt 
half  a  year.  The  cafe  was  thus  : 

He  had  been  with  us  now  about  a 
month;  during  which  time  I  had  let 
him  fee  in  what  manner  I  had  pro- 
vided, with  the  afiiitance  of  Provi- 
dence, for  my  fupport ;  and  he  law 
evidently  what  flock  of  corn  and  rice 
Jhadlaiu  up;  which,  as  it  was  more 
than  fufficKMit  for  myfelf,  To  it  was 
not  fuificient,  at  leaf*-,  without  good 
husbandry,  for  my  family,  now  it  was 
increaled  to  number  four:  £ut  much 
lefs  would  it  be  fumcient,  if  his  coun- 
trymen, who  were,  as  he  laid,  four- 
teen ftill  alive,  foould  come  over  ;  and 
leaft  of  all  would  it  be  iufScient  to 
victual  our  vefiel,  if  we  fliould  build 
one,  for  a  voyage  to  any  t>f  tik;  Chi  if- 
Q  tian 


122 


ROBINSON    CRUSOE. 


tian  colonies  of  America.  So  he  told 
me,  he  thought  it  would  be  more  ad- 
vifer.ble,  to  let  him  and  the  other  two 
dig  and  cultivate  Ibme  more  land,  as 
much  as  I  could  fpare  feed  to  fow; 
and  that  we  fliould  wait  another  har- 
veft,  that  we  might  have  a  fupply  of 
corn  for  his  countrymen  when  they 
mould  come;  for  want  might  be  a 
temptation  to  them  to  difagree,  or  not 
to  think  themfelves  delivered,  other- 
wife  than  out  of  one  4>rRculty  into  an- 
oint:. *  You  know/  lays  he,  *  thechil- 

*  drer.  of  lirael,  though  they  rejoiced 
'  at  firft  at  their  being  delivered  out  of 

*  Egypt,  yet  rebelled  even  againft  God 

*  himlelf,  that  delivered  them,  when 

*  they  came  to  want  bread  in  the  wil- 
'  dernefs.* 

His  caution  was  fo  feafonable,  and 
his  advice  fo  good,  that  I  could  not 
but  be  very  well  pleafed  with  his  pro- 
pofal,  as  well  as  I  was  fatisfied  with 
his  fidelity.  So  we  fell  to  digging, 
ail  four  of  us,  as  well  as  the  wooden 
tools  we  were  furnifhed  with  permitted; 
and  in  about  a  month's  time,  by  the 
jend  of  which  it  was  feed  time,  we  had 
gotten  as  much  land  cured  and  trim- 
med up  as  we  lowed  twenty-two  bum- 
els  of  barley  on,  and  lixteen  jars  of 
rice  ;  which  was,  in  mort,  all  the  feed 
we  had  to  fpaie  ;  nor  indeed  did  we 
leave  ourfelves  barley  fufficient  for  our 
own  food  for  the  fix  months  that  we 
had  to  expect  our  crop  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
reckoning  from  the  time  we  fet  our 
feed  afide  for  lowing  j  for  it  is  not  to 
be  fuppofed  it  is  fix  months  in  the 
ground  in  that  country. 

Having  now  fociety  enough,  and  our 
number  being  fufficient  to  put  us  out 
of  fear  of  the  favages,  if  they  had  come, 
unlefs  their  number  had  been  very 
great,  we  went  freely  all  over  the  ifland, 
wherever  we  found  occafion  ;  and  as 
here  we  had  our  efcape  or  deliverance 
upon  our  thoughts,  it  was  impoflible, 
at  Jealt  for  me,  to  have  the  means  of 
it  out  of  mine  ;  to  this  purpofe,  I 
marked  out  leveral  trees,  which  I 
thought  fit  for  our  work,  and  I  fet 
Friday  and  his  father  to  cutting  them 
down  ;  and  then  I  caufed  the  Spaniard, 
to  whom  I  imparted  my  thoughts  on 
that  affair,  to  overfee  and  direcl  their 
work.  I  fliewed  them  with  what  inde- 
fatigable pains  I  had  hewed  a  large 
tree  into  fmgle  planks,  and  I  caufed 
them  to  do  the  like,  till  they  had  made 


about  a  dozen  large  planks  of  good 
oak,  near  two  feet  broad,  thirty-five 
feet  long,  and  from  two  inches  to  four 
inches  thick  :  what  prodigious  labour 
it  took  up,  any  one  may  imagine. 

At  the  fame  time  I  contrived  to  in- 
creafe  my  little  flock  of  tame  goats  as 
much  as  I  could  ;  and  to  this  purpofe 
I  made  Friday  and  the  Spaniard  go 
out  one  day,  and  myfelf,  with  Friday, 
the  next  day  ;  for  we  took  our  turns  : 
and  by  this  means  we  got  about  twen- 
ty young  kids  to  breed  up  with  the 
reft  j  for  whenever  we  fhot  the  dam, 
we  faved  the  kids,  and  added  them  to 
our  flock.  But  above  all,  the  feafon 
for  curing  the  grapes  coming  on,  I 
caufed  fuch  a  prodigious  quantity  to 
be  hung  up  in  the  fun,  that  I  believe, 
had  we  been  at  Alicant,  where  the 
raifins  of  the  fun  are  cured,  we  mould 
have  filled  fixty  or  eighty  barrels  j  and 
thefe,  with  our  bread,  was  a  great 
part  of  our  food,  and  very  good  liv- 
ing too,  I  aflure  you  ;  for  it  is  an  ex- 
ceeding nourifhing  food. 

It  was  now  harveft,  and  our  crop 
in  good  order ;  it  was  not  the  mod 
plentiful  increafe  I  had  feen  in  the 
ifland,  but,  however,  it  was  enough 
to  anfwer  our  end  ;  for,  from  twenty- 
two  bufhels  of  barley,  we  brought  iri 
and  threfhed  out  above  two  hundred 
and  twenty  bufhels,  and  the  like  in 
proportion  of  the  rice  ;  which  was  (tore 
enough  for  our  food  to  the  next  har- 
veft,  though  all  the  fixteen  Spaniards 
had  been  on  fhore  with  me  j  or,  if  we 
had  been  ready  for  a  voyage,  it  would 
very  plentifully  have  victualled  our 
fliip,  to  have  carried  us  to  any  part  of 
the  world;  that  is  to  fay,  of  America. 
When  we  had  thus  houied  and  fecured 
our  magazine  of  corn,  we  fell  to  work 
to  make  more  wicker-work  ;  viz.  great 
balkets,  in  which  we  kept  it;  and  the 
Spaniard  was  very  handy  and  dexterous 
at  this  part,  and  often  blamed  me, 
that  I  did  not  make  fome  things  for 
defence,  of  this  kind  of  work ;  but  I 
law  no  need  of  it.  And  now  having  a 
full  fupply  of  food  for  aji  the  guelts 
expected,  I  gave  the  Spaniard  leave  to 
go  over  to  the  main,  to  fee  what  he 
could  do  with  thole  he  left  behind  him 
there  :  I  gave  him  a  Itrift  charge  in 
writing,  not  to  Jbring  any  man  with 
him  who  would  not  lirrt  fwear,  in  the 
prefence  of  himfelf  and  of  the  old  fa* 
vage,  that  he  would  no  way  injure, 
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fight  with,  or  attack,  the  perfon  he 
mould  find  in  the  ifland,  who  was  fo 
kind  to  fend  for  them  in  order  to  their 
deliverance  ;  but  that  they  would  ftand 
by  and  defend  him  againft  all  fuch  at- 
tempts ;  and  wherever  they  went, 
would  be  entirely  under,  and  fubjefted 
to  his  command  ;  and  that  this  fhould 
be  put  in  writing,  and  figned  with 
their  hands.  How  we  were  to  have 
this  done,  when  I  knew  they  had  nei- 
ther pen  or  ink,  that  indeed  was  a 
queflion  which  we  never  afked. 

Under  thefe  inftruclions,  the  Spa- 
niard and  the  eld  favage  (the  father 
of  Friday)  went  away  in  ope  of  the 
canoes,  which  they  might  be  faid  to 
come  in,  or  rather  were  brought  in, 
when  they  came  as  prifoners,  to  be  de- 
voured by  the  favages. 

I  gave  each  of  them  a  mufquet  with 
a  firelock  on  it,  and  about  eight 
charges  of  powder  and  ball  ;  charging 
them  to  be  very  good  hu (bands  of 
both,  and  not  to  ufe  either  of  them 
but  upon  urgent  occafions. 

This  was  a  chearful  work,  being 
the  firft  meafures  ufed  by  me  in  view 
of  my  deliverance  for  now  twenty- 
feven  years  and  fome  days.  I  gave 
them  provifions  of  bread,  and  of  dried 
grapes,  fufficient  for  themfelves  for 
many  days,  and  fufficient  for  their 
countrymen  for  about  eight  days  timej 
and  wiflijng  them  a  good  voyage,  I  let 
them  go,  agreeing  with  them  about  a 
fignal  they  mould  hang  out  at  their 
return,  by  which  I  flioulu  know  them 
again  when  they  came  back,  at  a  dif- 
tance, before  they  came  on  fhore. 

They  went  away  with  a  fair  gale, 
on  the  day  that  the  moon  was  at  the 
full  j  by  my  account  in  the  month  of 
O6lober  ;  but  as  for  the  exa6l  reckon- 
ing of  days,  after  I  had  once  loft  if, 
I  could  never  recover  it  again;  nor  had 
I  kept  even  the  number  of  years  fo 
punctually,  as  to  be  lure  that  I  was 
right ;  though,  as  it  proved,  when  I 
afterwards  examined  my  account,  I 
found  I  had  kept  a  true  reckoning  of 
years. 

It  was  no  lefs  than  eight  days  I 
•waited  for  them,  when  a  ftrange  and 
unforefeen  accident  intervened,  of 
which  the  like  has  not.  perhaps,  been 
heard  of  in  hiftory.  I  was  fait  afleep 
in  my  hutch  one  morning,  when  my 
man  Friday  came  running  in  to  me, 


and  called  aloud,  '  Mailer  I  mailer  ! 
*  they  are  come,  they  are  come  !' 

I  jumped  up;  and,  regardlefs  of  dan- 
ger, I  went  out  as  foon  as  I  could 
get  my  cloaths  on,  through  my  little 
grove,  -which,  by  the  way,  was  by 
this  time  grown  to  be  a  very  thick 
wood  :  I  fay,  regardlefs  of  danger,  I 
went  without  my  arms,  \vhichwas  not 
my  cuftom  to  do ;  but  I  was  furprized, 
when  turning  my  eyes  to  the  fea,  I 
prefently  law  a  boat  at  about  a  league 
and  a  half's  dillance,  ftanding  in  for 
the  fhore,  with  a  moulder  of  mutton 
fail,  as  they  call  it,  and  the  wind  blow- 
ing pretty  fair  to  bring  them  in  :  alfo 
I  obferved  prefently,  that  they  did  not 
come  from  that  fide  which  the  Ihore 
lay  on,  but  from  the  fouthermoft  end 
of  the  ifland ;  upon  this  I  called  Fri- 
day in,  and  bid  him  lie  clofe,  for  thefe 
were  not  the  people  we  looked  for, 
and  that  we  did  not  know  yet  whether 
they  were  friends  or  enemies. 

In  the  next  place,  I  went  in  to  fetch 
my  perfpeclive-glai's,  to  fee  what  I 
could  make  of  them  ;  and  having 
taken  the  ladder  out,  I  climbed  up  to 
the  top  of  the  hill,  as  I  ufed  to  do  when 
I  was  apprehenfive  of  any  thing,  and 
to  take  my  view  the  plainer  without 
being  difcovered. 

I  had  fcarce  fet  my  foot  on  the  hill, 
when  my  eye  plainly  difcovered  a  (hip 
lying  at  an  anchor,  at  about  two 
leagues  and  a  half's  diftance  from  me, 
S.  S.  E.  but  not  above  a  league  and  an 
half  from  the  more.  By  my  obferva- 
tion  it  appeared  plainly  to  be  an  Englifh 
fhip,  and  the  boat  appeared  to  be  an 
Englifh  long-boat. 

I  cannot  exprefs  the  confufion  I  was 
in,  though  the  joy  of  feeing  a  fhip, 
and  one  whom  I  had  reafon  to  believe 
was  manned  by  my  own  countrymen, 
and  confequently  friends,  was  fuch  as 
I  cannot  defcribej  but  yet  I  had  fome 
fecret  doubts  hung  about  me,  I  cannot 
tell  from  whence  they  came,  bidding 
me  keep  upon  my  guard.  Jn  the  firil 
place,  it  occurred  to  me  to  confider 
what  bufmcis  an  English  fhip  could 
have  in  that  part  of  the  world,  fince 
it  was  not  the  way  to  or  from  any  part 
of  the  world  where  theEngiifh  had  any 
trafEck ;  and  I  knew  there  hrul  been 
no  Itorms  to  drive  them  in  there,  as 
in  diftreftj  and  that  if  they  were  En- 
glifh really,  it  was  moft  probable,  that 
Qj*  they 
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they  wf-re  here  upon  no  good  defign  ; 
and  tint  I  had  better  continue  as  I  was, 
flnn  fall  into  the  hands  of  thieves  and 
murderers. 

het  no  man  defpife  the  fecret  hints 
and  nonces  of  danger,  which  fome- 
rimcs  are  given  him  when  he  may 
think  theic  ifc  no  pofHoility  of  it's  be- 
ing real.  That  fuch  Hints  and  no- 
tices are  given  us,  I  believe  few  that 
h.-ive  made  any  observations  of  things 
can  deny;  that  thev  are  certain  dil- 
coveries  of  an  inviiible  world,  and  a 
converge  of  fpirits,  we  cannot  doubt; 
and  if  the  tendency  of  them  feems  to  be 
to  wain  us  ot  danger,  why  Should  we 
not  Sv.ppoie  they  are  from  fome  friendly 
agent  (whether  Supreme,  or  inferior 
and  Subordinate,  is  not  the  c^ueftion) 
anil  that  they  are  given  for  our  good  ? 

The  preSent  question  abundantly 
confirms  me  in  the  juftice  of  this  rea- 
ibning;  for  had  1  not  been  made  cau- 
tious hv  tl.is  fccrct  admonition,  come 
it  from  whence  it  will,  I  had  been  un- 
done inevitably,  and  in  a  far  worle 
condition  than  before,  as  you  will  fee 
preSently. 

I  had  not  kept  myfelf  long  in  this 
polture,  but  !  faw  the  boat  drew  near 
the  fhorf,  as  if  they  looked  for  a  creek 
to  thruft  in  at  tor  the  convenience  of 
landing;  however,  as  they  did  not 
come  quite  far  enough,  they  did  not 
fee  the  little  inlet  where  I  formerly 
landed  my  rafts,  hut  run  their  boat 
en  Ihore  upon  the  beach,  at  about  half 
a  mile  from  me,  which  was  very  happy 
for  me  ;  for  othei  wife  they  would  have 
landed  juti,  as  I  may  fay,  at  my  door, 
and  would  have  foon  beaten  me  out  of 
my  cattle,  and  perhaps  have  plunder- 
ed' me  of  all  I  had. 

When;  they  were  on  fhore,  I  was 
fully  iatisfied  they  were  Englifhmen  ; 
at  Jeaft,  molt  of  them:  one  or  two  I 
thought  wtre  Dutch,  but  it  did  not 
prove  So.  There  were  in  all  eleven 
men,  \vhereof  three  of  them  I  found 
were  unarmed,  and  (as  I  thought) 
bound;  am!  when  the  firftfour  or  five 
of  them  were  jumped  on  more,  they 
roi.k  thole  three  out  of  the  boat  as  pri- 
.  One  of  the  three  I  could  per- 
ceive ufmg  the  moft  paffionate  geftures 
ot  mireaty,  aftliclion,  anddei'pair,  even 
to  a  kind  of  extravagance;  the  other 
two  I  could  perceive  lifted  up  tlair 
hands  Sometimes,  and  appeared  con- 


cerned  indeed,  but  not  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree as  the  firth 

I  was  perfectly  confounded  at  the 
fight,  and  knew  not  what  the  mean- 
ing of  it  fhould  be.  Friday  called  out 
to  me  in  Englifh,  as  well  as  he  could, 

0  matter!   you  fee  Englifh  mai. 
prisoners  as  well  as  favage  mans.' — 
Why/  laid  I,  «  Friday,  dp  you  think 
they  are  going  to  eat  them  then  ?' — 
Yes,'    fays  Friday,   '    they  will    cat 
them.' — '  No,  no/  faid  I,  «  Friday; 

1  am  afraid  they  will  murder  them, 
indeed;  but  you  may  be  fure  they 
will  not  eat  them.' 

All  thi-  while  I  had  no  thought  of 
what  the  matter  really  was,  but  ttood 
trembling  with  the  horror  of  the  fight, 
expecting  every  moment  when  the  three 
prifoners  fhould  be  killed  ;  nay,  once 
I  faw  one  of  the  villains  lift  up  his 
arm  with  a  great  cutlace  (as  the  lea- 
men  call  it)  or  fword,  to  Ihike  one  of 
the  poor  men  ;  and  I  expected  to  fee 
him  fall  every  moment,  at  which  all 
the  blood  in  my  body  feemed  to  run 
chill  in  my  veins. 

I  wimed  heartily  now  for  our  Spa- 
niard, and  the  favage  that  was  gone 
with  him  ;  or  that  1  had  any  way  to 
have  come  undiscovered  within  fhot  of 
them,  that  I  might  have  refcued  the 
three  men  ;  for  I  faw  no  fire-arms  they 
had  among  them :  but  it  fell  out  to 
my  mind  another  way. 

After  I  had  obferved  the  outrageous 
ufage  of  the  three  men  by  the  infolent 
feamen,  I  obStrved  the  fellows  ran 
Scattering  about  the  land,  as  if  they 
wanted  to  fee  the  country  :  I  obferved 
allb,  that  the  three  other  men  had  li- 
berty to  go  where  they  pleafed  j  but 
they  fat  down  all  three  upon  the  ground 
very  penfive,  and  looked  like  men  in 
clefpair. 

This  put  me  in  mind  of  the  firft 
time  when  I  came  on  fhore,  and  be- 
gan to  look  about  me  j  how  I  gave 
myfelf  over  for  loft,  how  wildly  I 
looked  round  me,  what  dreadful  ap- 
prehcnfions  I  had,  and  how  I  l< 
in  the  tree  all  night  for.  fear  of  bting 
devoured  by  wild  bealts. 

As  I  knew  nothing  that  night  of  the 
fupply  I  was  to  receive  by  the  provi- 
dential driving  of  the  fliip  nearer  the 
land  by  the  ftorms  and  tide,  by  which 
I  have  fince  been  fo  long  nourifhed 
and  Supported  ;  fo  thcfc  three  poorde- 
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fohte1  men  knew  nothing  how  certain 
of  deliverance  and  fupply  they  were, 
how  near  it  was  to  them,  and  how  ef- 
ftctuaHy  and  really  they  were  in  a  con- 
dition of  fafety,  at  the  frtme  time  they 
thought  themlelves  loft,  and  their  cafe 
defperate. 

So  little  do  we  fee  before  us  in  the 
world,  and  fo  much  reafon  have  we  to 
depend  chearfully  upon  the  Great 
Maker  of  the  world,  that  he  does  not 
leave  his  creatures  fo  abfolutely  deiti- 
tute,  but  that  in  the  wortt  circum- 
ftances  they  have  always  fomething  to 
be  thankful  for,  and  fornetimes  are 
nearer  their  deliverance  than  they  ima- 
gine; nay,  are  even  brought  to  their 
deliverance  by  the  means  by  which 
they  feem  to  be  brought  to  their  tle- 
ftru&ion. 

It  was  juft  at  the  top  of  high  water 
\vhen  thefe  people  come  on  more,  and 
while  partly  they  ftood  parleying  with 
the  prifoners  they  brought,  and  partly 
while  they  rambled  about  to  fee  what 
kind  of  place  they  were  in,  they  had 
carelefsly  ilaid  till  the  tide  was  fpent, 
and  the  water  was  ebbed  conliderabiy 
away,  leaving  their  boat  aground. 

They  had  left  two  men  in  the  boat, 
who,  as  I  found  afterwards,  having 
drank  a  little  too' much  brandy,  fell 
afleep  ;  however,  one  of  them  waking 
fooner  than  the  other,  and  finding  the 
boat  too  fait  aground  for  him  to  ftir 
it,  hallooed  for  the  reit  who  were 
liraggling  about,  upon  which  they  all 
foon  came  to  the  boat;  but  it  was  palt 
all  their  ftrength  to  launch  h«r,  the 
boat  being  very  heavy,  and  the  (hore 
on  that  fide  being  a  foft  ouzy  land, 
almoft  like  a  quick- fand. 

In  this  condition,  like  true  feamen, 
who  are,  perhaps,  the  leaft  of  all  man- 
kind, given  to  fore- thought,  they  gave 
it  over,  and  away  they  rtrolled  about 
the  country  again  ;  and  I  heard  one  of 
them  fay  aloud  to  another,  (calling  them 
off  from  the  boat;)  «  Why,  let  her 
'  alone,  Jack, 'can't  ye?  fhe'll  float 
'  next  tide.*  By  which  I  was  fully 
confirmed  in  the  main  enquiry,  of  what 
countrymen  they  were. 

All  this  while  I  kept  myfelf  clofe, 
not  once  daring  to  itiroutof  my  caftlc, 
any  farther  than  to  my  place  of  obier- 
vation,  near  the  top  of  the  hill  ;  and 
very  glad  I  was,  to  think  how  well  it 
was  fortified.  I  knew  it  was  no  tefs 
than  ten  hours  before  the  boat  could 
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be  on  float  again,  and  by  that  time  it 
would  be  dark,  and  I  might  be  more 
•ar  liberty  to  lee  their  morions,  and  to 
hear  their  difcourfe,  if  they  had  any. 

In  the  mean  time  J  nrtcd  my  ft:  If  up 
for  a  batrle,  as  before,  though  with 
more  caution,  knowing  I  had  to  eta 
with  another  kind  of  em-my  than  I  had 
at  firlt.  I  ordered  F:idav  alfo,  whom 
1  had  made  an  excellent  maikfinan 
with  hrs  gun,  to  load  himfelf  with 
arms.  I  took  myfolf  two  fowling- 
pieces,  and  I  gave  him  three  mufquets. 
My  figure,  indeiti,  was  very  fierce 5 
I  had  my  formidable  goat  (kin  coat 
on,  with'the  great  cap  I  mentioned,  a 
naked  fword,  two  pirtols  in  my  belt, 
and  a  gun  upon  each  fhouWer. 

It  was  my  defign,  as  I  faid  above, 
not  to  have  made  any  attempt  till  it 
was  dark  ;  but  about  two  o'clock,  be- 
ing the  heat  of  the  day,  I  found  that 
in  Ihort  they  were  all  gone  ftraggling 
into  the  woods,  and,  as  I  thought, 
were  all  laid  down  to  ileep.  The 
three  poor  diftrefled  men,  too  anxious 
for  their  condition  to  get  any  ileep, 
were  however  fet  down  under  the  flid- 
ter  of  a  great  tree,  at  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mite  from  me,  and,  as  I  thought, 
out  of  fight  of  any  of  the  reft. 

Upon  this  I  refolved  to  dii cover  my- 
felf  to  them,  and  learn  fomcthing  of 
their  condition.  Immediately  I  march- 
ed in  the  figure  above,  my  man  Friday 
at  a  good  diftance  behind  me,  as  for- 
midable for  his  arms  as  I,  but  not 
making  quite  fo  {tiring  a  fpe£fre-like 
figure  as  I  did. 

I  came  as  near  them  undifcovered  as 
I  could,  and  then,  before  any  of  them 
faw  me,  I  called  aloud  to  them  in 
Spanim,  «  What  are  ye,  gentlemen?' 

They  (tarred  up  at  the  noife,  but 
were  ten  times  more  confounded  when 
they  law  me,  and  the  uncouth  figure 
that  I  made.  Thry  made  no  anfwer 
at  all,  but  I  thought  I  perceived  them 
juit  going  to  fly-  from  me,  when  Ifpoke 
to  them  in  EngJifb.  *  Gentlemen,* 
li'.ici  I,  *  do  not  he  furprized  at  me  j 

*  perhaps  you  may  have  a  friend  near 

*  you,  when  you  did  not  expect  it."— 
«   He  mult  be  lent  direftly  from  Hea- 

*  ven   then,'    fuid   one   of  them   very 
gravely  tome,  and  pulling  off  his  hat 
at  the  fame  time,  *  for  our  condition 
'  is  part  the  help  of  man.' — *  All  help 

*  is  from  Heaven,  Sir,'  faid  I:   '  but 

*  can  you  put  a  ftranger  in  the  way 

(  how 
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'  how  to  help  you?  for  you  feem   to 

*  me  to  be  in  feme  great  diftrefs  :  I 

*  faw  you  when  you  landed  ;  and  when 

*  you  feemed   to  make  application  to 

*  the   brutes  that   came   with    you,  I 
'  law  one  of  them  lii't  up  his  fword  to 
«  kill  you.' 

The  poor  man,  with  tears  running 
down  his  face,  and  trembling,  look- 
ing like  one  altonifhed,  returned,  «  Am 
'  I  talking  to  God  or  man  ?  Is  it  a  real 

*  man,  or  ;.  — '  Be  in  no  fear 
•*  about  that,  Sir,"   (aid  I:    «  if  God 

*  had  lent  an  angeKto  relieve  you,   he 

*  would    have   come  better  cloathed, 
'  and    armed    after    another  manner 
'  than  you  fee  me  in.     Pray  lay  a  fide 
'  your  fears^    1  am  a  man,  an  En- 
'  glifhinan,  and  difpofed  to  a  flirt  you, 

*  you   fee;  I  have  one  fervant  only; 
'  we  have  arms  and  ammunition  ;  tell 

*  us  freely,  Can  we  i'erve  you  ?  What 

*  is  your  caie?' 

'  Our  cafe,'   faid  he,  '  Sir,  is  too 

*  long  tp   tell  you,  while  our   mur- 

*  derers  are  fo  near  ;    but,    in   mort, 
'  Sir,  I  was  commander  of  that  fliip, 

*  my  men  having  mutinied  againftme, 

*  they  have  been  hardly  prevailed  on 

*  not  to  imirder  ir.e  ;  and  at  laft  have 

*  fet  me  on  more  in  this  deiblate  place, 

*  with  thefe  two   men  with  me,  one 
'  my  mate,  the  other  a  paiTenger,  where 

*  we  expected  to  peri  in,  believing  the 

*  place  to  be  uninhabited,  and  know 

*  not  yet  what  to  think  of  it.* 

«  Where, are  thof2  brutes,  yourene- 

*  mies  ?'  fajd  I ;  *  do  you  know  where 

*  they  are  gone  ?' — «  There  they  are, 
'  Sir,'  faid  he,   pointing  to  a  thicket 
of  trees;  *  my  heart  trembles  for  fear 

*  they  have  feen   us,   and   heard  you 

*  fpeak;  if  they  have,   they  will  ccr- 
'  tainly  murder  us  all.' 

'  Have  they  any  fire-arms?'  faid  I. 
He  anfwered  they  had  only  two  pieces, 
and  one  which  they  left  in  the  boat. 
«  Well  then,',  laid  I,  «  leave  t!. 

*  to  int.    I  fee  they  are  all  aileep;   it  is 
«   an  caly  thing  to  kill  them  all  ;   but 
1   (hall  weriithtr  take  them  piiic, 

He  told  me  there  were  two  cK  . 
villains  among  them,  that  it  was  icain: 
fafe  to  (hew  any  mercy  to  ;   but  if  they 
were  fecured,  he   believed   all  the  relt 
would  return   to   their  duty.      1 
him  which  they  were?    He  told  me  h:: 
could  not  at  that  diftancedefciibe  them  j 
but  he  would  obey  my  orders   in   any 
thing  I  would  direft.     '  Well,'  faid  1, 


'  let  us  retreat  out  of  their  view  or 
'  hearing,  left  they  awake,  and  we 

*  will  refolve  farther.*     So  they  will- 
ingly went  buck  with  me,  till  the  woods 
coveted  us  from  them. 

4  Look  you,  Sir/  laid  X,  *  iflven- 
'  ture  upon  your  deliverance,  are  you 

*  willing  to  make  two  conditions  with 

*  me?'     He  anticipated  my  prcpofals, 
by  telling  me,    that  both  he  and  the 
fliip,    if  recovered,   mould  be  wholly 
directed    and    commanded    by  me   in 
every  thing  ;  and   if  the  (hip  was  not 
recovered,  he  would  live  and  die  with 
me  in  what  part  of  the  worid  foever  I 
would  fend  him;  and  the  two  other 
men  faid  the  fame. 

'  Well,"  faid  I,  '  my  conditions  are 
but  two  :  Firft,  That  while  you  (lay 
on  this  ifland  with  me,  you  will  not 
pretend  to  any  authority  herej  and 
if  I  put  arms  into  your  hands,  you 
will  upon  all  occasions  give  them  up 
to  me,  and  do  no  prejudice  to  rne  or 
mu- ..-,  upon  this  ifland,  and  in  the 
mean  time  be  governed  by  my  or- 
deis. 

*  Scondly,  That  if  the  mip  is  or  may 
be  recovered,  you  will  carry  me  and 
my  man  to  England  paflage  free.' 

He  gave  me  all   the  aflurance  that 

the  invention  and  faith  of  a  man  could 
devife,  that  he  would  comply  with 
thtfe  moft  reafor.able  demands,  and 
belides  would  owe  his  life  to  me,  and 
acknowledge  it  upon  all  occaiions  aft 
long  as  he  lived. 

*  Well  then,'  faid  I,  <  here  are  three 
'  mufquets  for  you  with  powder  and 

*  ball:  tell  me  next  what  you  think  is 

*  proper  to  be  done?'    He  flu  wed  all 
the  teftimony  of  his  gratitude  that  he 
was   able;    but  offered  to   be   wholly 
guuicJ  by  me.   I  told  him,  1  thought  it 
was  hard  venturing  any  thing,  but  the 
betl  method  I  could  think  of,  was  to 
fiie  upon  them  at  once,  as  they  lay  } 
and  if  any  were  not  killed  at  the  tirft 
volky,  and  offered  to  fubmit,  we  might 
lave  them,  and  fo  put  it  wholly  upon 
God's  piovidence  to  direct  the  mot. 

He  faid  very  modcitly,  that  he 
was  loth  to  kill  them,  if  lie  could 
help  it;  but  that  thole  two  were  in- 
corrigible villains,  and  had  been  the 
authors  of  all  the  mutiny  in  the  ftiipj 
and  if  they  ei'caped,  we  fhould  be  un- 
done (till ;  for  they  would  go  on  board, 
and  bring  the  whole  (hip's  company, 
and  dcftroy  U3  all.  c  Well,  then,'  laid 
I,  ' 
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I,  'neccflity  legitimates  my  advice; 
*  for  it  is  the  only  way  to  fave  our 
'  lives.'  However,  feeing  him  (till 
cautious  of  (bedding  blood,  I  told 
him,  they  (hould  go  themfelves,  and 
manage  as  they  found  convenient. 

In  the  middle  of  this  difcourfe  we 
heard  Come  of  them  awake,  and  foon 
after  we  faw  two  of  them  on  their 
feet:  I  a(ked  him,  if  either  of  them 
were  the  men,  who  he  had  faid  were 
the  heads  of  the  mutiny.  He  faid, 
No.'— 'Well,  then,'  faid  I,  «  you 
may  let  them  efcape,  and  Provi- 
dence feems  to  have  wakened  them 
on  purpofe  to  fave  themfelves  :  now, 
if  the  relt  efcape  you,  it  is  your 
fault/ 

Animated  with  this,  he  took  the 
mufquet  I  had  given  him  in  his  hand, 
and  piltol  in  his  belt,  and  his  two 
comrades  with  him,  with  each  man  a 
piece  in  his  hand :  the  two  men  who 
were  with  him  going  firft,  made  fome 
noife,  at  which  one  of  the  feamen,  who 
was  awake,  turned  about  and,  feeing 
them  coming,  cried  out  to  the  reft: 
but  it  was  too  late  then ;  for  the  mo- 
ment he  cried  out,  they  fired;  I  mean, 
the  two  men,  the  captain  wifely  referv- 
ing  his  own  piece.  They  had  fo  well 
aimed  their  (hot  at  the  men  they  knew, 
that  one  of  them  was  killed  on  the 
fpot,  and  the  other  very  much  wound- 
ed; but  not  being  dead,  he  ftarted  up 
upon  his  feet,  and  called  eagerly  for 
help  to  the  other;  but  the  captain, 
ftepping  to  him,  told  him  it  was  too 
late  to  cry  for  help;  he  mould  call 
upon  God  to  forgive  his  villainy ;  and 
with  that  word  knocked  him  down 
with  the  Itock  of  his  mufquet,  fo  that 
he  never  fpoke  more :  there  were  three 
more  in  the  company,  and  one  of  them 
was  alfo  (lightly  wounded.  By  this 
time  I  was  come  ;  and  when  they  faw 
their  danger,  and  that  it  was  in  vain 
to  refill,  they  begged  for  rnercy :  the 
captain  told  them,  he  would  fpare 
their  lives,  if  they  would  give  him  any 
aflurance  of  their  abhorrence  of  the 
treachery  they  had  been  guilty  of,- and 
would  (wear  to  be  faithful  to  him  in 
recovering  the  (hip,  and  afterwards  in 
carrying  her  back  to  Jamaica,  from 
whence  they  came.  They  gave  him 
all  the  proteftations  of  their  fincerity 
that  could  be  defired,  and  he  was  wil- 
ling to  believe  them,  and  (pare  their 
lives;  which  I  was  notagainftj  only 
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I  obliged  him  to  keep  them  bound 
hand  and  foot  while  they  were  upon 
the  ifhnd. 

While  this  was  doing,  I  Tent  Friday 
with  the  captain's  mate  to  the  boat, 
with  orders  to  fee  u  re  her,  and  bring 
away  the  oars  and  fail,  which  they 
did  ;  and,  by  and  by,  three  ftraggling 
men,  that  were  (happily  for  them} 
parted  from  the  retr,  came  back  upon 
hearing  the  guns  fired  ;  and  ieeing  their 
captain,  who  before  was  their  pnfoner, 
now  their  conqueror,  they  fubmitted 
to  be  bound  alfo,  and  fo  our  victory 
was  compleat. 

It  now  remained,  that  the  captain 
and  I  mould  enquire  into  one  another's 
circumftances :  I  began  firft,  and  told 
him  my  whole  hiftory  j  which  he  heard 
with  an  attention  even  to  amazement  j 
and  particularly  at  the  wonderful  man- 
ner of  my  being  furnifhed  with  provi- 
fions  and  ammunition  ;  and,  indeed, 
as  my  ftory  is  a  whole  collection  of 
wonders,  it  affected  him  deeply;  but 
when  he  reflected  from  thence  upon 
himfelf,  and  how  I  feemed  to  have 
been  preferred  there  on  purpofe  to  fave 
his  life,  the  tears  ran  down  his  face, 
and  he  could  not  fpeak  a  word  more. 

After  this  communication  was  at  aa 
end,  I  carried  him,  and  his  two  men, 
into  my  apartments,  leading  them  in 
juft  where  I  <•  ne  out,  viz.  at  the  top 
of  the  houfe  ;  where  I  refrefhed  them 
with  fitch  provisions  as  I  had,  and 
(lie wed  them  all  the  contrivances  I  had 
made,  during  my  long,  long  inhabit- 
ing that  place. 

All  I  (hewed  them,  all  I  faid  to 
them,  was  perfectly  amazing;  but, 
above  all,  the  captain  admired  my  for- 
tification; and  how  perfectly  I  had 
concealed  my  retreat  with  a  grove  of 
trees,  which,  having  now  been  planted 
near  twenty  years,  and  thetj-ees  grow- 
ing much  falter  than  in  England,  was 
become  a  little  wood,  ana  fo  thick, 
that  it  was  unpayable  in  any  part  of 
it,  but  at  that  one  fide,  where  I  had 
referved  my  little  winding  paflage  into 
it:  this  I  told  him  was  my  cattle,  and 
my  refidence  j  but  that  I  had  a  feat  in 
the  country,  as  molt  princes  have, 
whither  I  could  retreat  upon  occaiion, 
and  I  would  (hew  him  that  too  another 
time;  but  at  prefent  our  bulinefs  was 
to  confider,  how  to  recover  the  (hip : 
be  agreed  with  me  as  to  that ;  but  told 
me,  he  was  perfectly  at  a  lofs  what 
meafures 
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meal  tires  to  take;  for  that  there  were 
ihll  fix  and  twenty  hands  on  hoard, 
who  having  entered  into  a  curled  con- 
/piracy,  by  which  they  had  all  forfeit- 
ed their  lives  to  the  law,  would  be 
hardened  in  it  now  by  defpuation  ; 
and  would  carry  it  on,  knowing  ih;it 
if  they  were  reduced,  they  fhould  be 
brought  to  ;!.e  gallows  as  loon  as  they 
came  to  England,  or  to  any  of  the 
Englilh  colonies  j  and  that  therefore 
there  would  be  no  attacking  them  with 
fo  final  1  a  number  as  we  were. 

I  mufed  for  foine  time  upon  what  he 
had  faid,  anil  found  it  was  a  very  ra- 
tional conclufion,  and  ihat  therefore. 
fomtthuLg  was  to  be  refoived  on  very 
fp^edily,  as  well  to  draw  the  men  on 
fc.jard  into  ibme  in  are  for  their  lurprize, 
as  to  pi  event  their  landing  upon  us, 
and  destroying  us  :  upon  this  it  pre- 
iently  occurred  to  me,  that  in  a  little 
while,  the  /hip's  cre-.v,  wondering  what 
was  become  of  their  comrades,  and 
of  the  boat,  would  certainly  come  en 
(ho  re  in  their  other  boat  to  fee  for 
them  ;  and  that  then,  perhaps,  they 
might  come  armed,  and  be  too  ih-ong 
fcr  us.  This  he  allowed  was  rational. 

Upon  this  I  told  him,  the  firft  thing 
we  bad  to  do  was  to  Have  the  boat, 
^vhich  lay  upon  the  beach,  fo  that 
they  ruight  not  carry  her  off;  and, 
taking  tvery  thing  out.  of  her,  leave 
her  Jo  far  ufelefs  as  not  to  be  fit  to 
iwim  ;  accordingly  we  went  on  board, 
took  the  arms,  which  were  left  on 
board,  out  of  her,  and  whatever  eUe 
we  found  there,  which  was  a  bottle  of 
Iwandy,  and  another  of  rum,  a  few 
biicuit-cakes,  a  horn  of  powder,  and 
a  great  lump  of  fugar  in  a  piece  of 
canvas  5  (the  fugar  was  five  or  fix 
pounds  5)  all  which  was  very  welcome 
:o  me,  elpecially  the  brandy  and  fugar, 
of  which  I  had  had  none  left  fcr  many 
years. 

When  we  had  carried  all  thefe  things 
on  more,  (the  oars,  maft,  fail,  and 
rudder  of  the  boat,  were  carried  away 
before,  as  above)  we  knocked  a  great 
hole  in  her  bottom,  that  if  they  had 
come  Itrong  enough  to  mailer  us,  yet 
they  coulU  not  cany  off  the  boat. 

Indeed,  it  wa^,  not  much  in  my 
thoughts,  that  we  could  be  capable  to 
recover  the  Ihip  }  but  my  view  was,  that 
if  they  went  away  without  the  beat,  I 
did  not  much  queliion  to  make  her  fit 
a^ain  to  carry  us  away  to  the  Leeward 


Iflands,  and  call  upon  our  friend*  thf 
Spaniards  in  my  way,  for  1  had  them 
itill  in  my  thoughts. 

While  we  were  thus  preparing  our 
deligns,  and  had  firll,  by  main  ftrengrli, 
heaved  the  boat  up  upon  the  beach,  fr> 
hit;!),  that  the  tide  would  not  float  her 
off  at  high-water  mark;  and,  befides, 
had  broken  a  hole  in  her  bottom,  too 
big  to  be  quickly  Hopped,  and  were 
fat  down  muling  what  we  mould  do, 
we  heard  the  fliip  fire  a  gun,  and  law 
her  make  a  waft  with  her  ancient,  33 
a  fignal  for  the  boat  to  come  on  board  ; 
but  no  boat  itirred  ;  and  <hey  fired  fe- 
veral  times,  making  other  iignals  for 
the  boat. 

At  laft,  when  all  their  fignals  and 
fii  ings  proved  fruitlefs,  and  they  found 
the  boat  did  not  Itir,  we  faw  them  (by 
the  help  of  our  glaffes)  hoift  another 
boat  out,  and  row  towards  the  more  ; 
and  we  found,  as  they  approached,  that 
there  were  no  lei's  than  ten  men  in  her, 
and  that  they  had  fire-arms  with  them. 
As  the  (hip  lay  almo(t  two  leagues 
from  the  more,  we  had  a  full  view  of 
them  as  they  came,  and  a  plain  fight 
of  the  men,  even  of  their  faces;  be- 
caute  the  tide  having  let  them  a  littlr 
to  the  earl  of  the  other  boat,  they  row- 
ed up  undet  more,  to  come  to  the  lame 
place,  where  the  other  had  landed,  and 
wheie  the  boat  lay. 

Ey  this  means,  I  fay,  we  had  a  full 
view  of  them,  and  the  captain  knew 
the  perfons  and  characters  of  ail  the 
men  in  the  boat;  or"  whom  he  laid 
that  there  were  three  v<ery  hontft  fel- 
lows, who  he  was-  lure  were  led  into 
this  con  (piracy  by  the  rcll,  being  over- 
powered and  frighted. 

But  that  for  the  boatfvvain,  who, 
it  leems,  was  the  chief  officer  among 
them,  and  all  the  itlt,  they  were  as 
outrageous  as  any  of  the  Ihip's  crew ; 
and  were,  no  doubt,  made  defperate 
in  their  new  enterprise  :  and  terribly 
apprehenfive  he  w.,:,,  that  they  would 
be  too  powerful  for  us. 

I  Irmled  at  him,  and  told  him,  that 
men  in  our  circumllancts  were  paft 
the  operations  ot  fear;  tl^t  feeing  ai- 
med every  comlition  that  could  be, 
was  better  than  that  we  were  fuppoled 
to  be  in,  we  ought  to  expccl  that  th<r 
coniequence,  whether  <v.-;uh  or  life, 
would  be  lure  to  be  a  deliverance,  f. 
aiked  him,  what  he  thought  cf  the  ciff- 
cumihnces  of  my  lift  j  .ind  whether  :% 
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deliverance  were  not  worth  venturing 
for.  *  And  where,  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  is 
your  belief  of  my  being  preferved 
here  on  purpofe  to  lave  your  life, 
which  elevated  you  a  little  while  ago  ? 
For  my  part,  there  feems  to  be 
but  one  thing  amifs  in  all  the  pro- 
fpeclof  it.'— 'What's  that?' fays  he. 
Why,'  faid  I,  «  'tis  that,  as  you 
fay  there  are  three  or  four  honeft 
fellows  among  them,  which  fhould 
be  fpared  ;  had  they  been  all  of  the 
wicked  part  of  the  crew,  I  fliould 
have  thought  God's  providence  lud 
fingled  them  out  to  deliver  them 
into  your  hands  ;  for  depend  upon  it, 
every  man  of  them  that  comes  afliore 
are  our  own,  and  fhall  die  or  live 
as  they  behave  to  us.* 
As  I  fpoke  this  wj,th  a  raifed  voice, 
and  chearful  countenance,  I  found  it 
greatly  encouraged  him  ;  fo  we  fet  vi- 
goroufly  to  our  bufincfs.  We  hail,  upon 
the  firft  appearance  of  the  boat's  com- 
ing from  the  mip,  confidered  of  fepa- 
jrating  our  prifoners,  and  had,  indeed, 
fecured  them  effectually. 

Two  of  them,  of  whom  the  captain 
•was  lefs  allured  than  ordinary,  I  lent 
with  Friday,  and  one  of  the  three  (de- 
livered men)  to  my  cave,  where  they 
•were  remote  enough,  and  out  of  dan- 
ger of  being  heard  or  difcovered,  or  of 
finding  their  way  out  of  the  woods,  if 
they  could  have  delivered  themfelves. 
Here  they  left  them  bound,  but  gave 
them  provifions,  and  promifed  them, 
if  they  continued  there  quietly,  to  give 
them  their  liberty  in  a  day  or  two;  but 
that  if  they  attempted  their  elcape, 
they  fhouid  be  put  to  death  without 
mercy.  They  promifed  faithfully  to 
bear  their  confinement  with  patience, 
and  were  very  thankful,  that  they  had 
fuch  good  ufage  as  to  have  proviiions 
and  a  light  left  them  ;  for  Friday  gave 
them  candles  (fuch  as  we  made  our- 
felves)  for  their  comfort;  and  they  did 
not  know  but  that  he  (tood  centinel  over 
them  at  the  entrance. 

The  other  prifoners  had  better  tifaoe; 
two  of  them  were  kept  pinioned  indeed, 
becaufe  the  captain  was^not  free  to  truft 
them  ;  but  the  other  two  were  taken 
into  my  fervice  upon  their  captain's 
recommendation,  and  upon  their  fo- 
lemnty  engaging  to  live  and  die  with 
us;  fo,  with  them  and  the  three  honeft 
men,  we  were  feven  men  wel!  aniied  ; 
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and  I  made  no  doubt  we  mould  be  able 
to  deal  well  enough  with  the  ten  that 
were  a  coming,  'confidering  that  lire 
captain  had  faid  there  were  three  or 
four  honeft  men  among  them  alfo. 

As  foon  as  they  got  to  the  place 
where  their  other  boat  lay,  they  ran 
their  boat  into  the  beach,  and  came  all 
on  fliore,  hauling  the  boat  up  after 
them,  which  I  was  glad  to  fee;  for  I 
was  afraid  they  would  rather  have  left 
the  boat  at  an  anchor,  forne  diftance 
from  the  fhore,  with  fome  hands  in  her 
to  guard  her  ;  and  fo  we  fhould  not  be 
able  tofeizetheboat. 

Being  on  fhore,  the  firft  thing  they 
did,  they  ran  all  to  the  other, boat ;  and 
it  was  eafy  to  fee  they  were  under  a 
great  furprize,  to  find  her  (trapped,  as 
above,  of  all  that  was  in  her,  and  a 
great  hole  in  her  bottom. 

After  they  had  mufed  a  while  upon 
this,  they  fet  up  two  or  three  great 
fhouts,  hallooing  with  all  their  might, 
to  try  if  they  could  make  their  com- 
panions hear  j  but  all  \va$  to  no 
purpofe;  then  they  came  all  clofe  in  a 
ring,  and  fired  a  volley  of  their  fmall 
arms,  which  indeed  we  heard,  and 
the  echoes  made  the  woods  ring  j 
but  it  was  all  one  :  thofe  in  the  cave^ 
we  were  fure,  could  not  hear;  and 
thofe  in  our  keeping,  though  they  heard 
it  well  enough,  yet  dtirft  give  no  an- 
fwer  to  them. 

They  were  fo  aftohifhed  at  the  fur- 
prize  of  this,  that,  as  they  told  us 
aftei  wards,  they  refolved  to  go  all 
on  board  again  to  their  (hip,  and 
let  them  know  there,  that  the  men 
were  all  murdered,  and  the  long-boat 
ftaved;  accordingly,  they  immediately 
launched  the  boat  again,  and  got  all 
of  them  on  board. 

The  captain  was  terribly  amazed, 
and  even  confounded  at  this,  believ- 
ing they  would  go  on  board  the  Ihip 
again,  and  fet  fail,  giving  their  com- 
rades for  loft,  and  fo  he  fhould  ftili 
lofe  the  mip,  which  he  was  in  hopes 
we  mould  have  recovered :  b'ut  he  was 
quickly  as  much  frighted  the  other 
way. 

They  had  not  been  long  put  off  with, 
the  boat,  but  t?e  perceived  them  all 
coining  on  AS  ore  again  ;  but  with  this 
new  meafore  in  their  conduct,  which, 
itfeemS  they  confulted  together  upon; 
viz.  to  leave  three  men  in  the  boat, 
R  and 
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and  the  reft  to  go  on  fhore,  and  go 
up  into  the  country  to  look,  for  their 
fellows. 

This  was  a  great  ilifappointmcnt  to 
us  ;  for  now  wt.  were  at  a  lofs  what  to 
do  j  for  our  feizing  thole  (even  men  on 
fhore  would  be  no  advantage  to  us  if 
we  let  the  boat  elcape,  bccauie  they 
would  then  row  away  to  the  fliip  ;  and 
then  the  reft  of  thesn  would  be  fuie  to 
weigh,  and  let  fail,  and  fo  our  recover- 
ing the  ftiip  would  be  loft. 

However,  \ve  had  no  remedy  but  to 
wait  and  fee  what  the  iflue  of  things 
might  piefent  :  the  feven  men  came 
on  fliore,  and  the  three  who  remained 
in  the  boat,  put  her  oft*  to  a  good  dif- 
tr.r.ce  from  the  fliore,  and  came  to  an 
anchor  to  wait  for  them;  fo  that  it 
was  impoflible  for  us  to  come  at  them 
in  the  boat. 

Thole  that  came  on  fhore  kept  clofe 
together,  marching  towards  the  top 
of  the  little  hill,  under  which  my  habi- 
tation lay ;  and  we  could  fee  them 
plainly>  though  they  could  not  per- 
ceive us  :  we  could  have  been  very 
glad  they  would  have  come  nearer  to 
us,fo  that  we  might  have  fired  at  them} 
or  that  they  would  have  gone  farther 
off,  that  we  might  have  come  abroad. 
But  when  they  were  come  to  the 
brow  of  the  hill,  where  they  could  fee 
a  great  way  in  the  valley  and  woods 
which  lay  towards  the  north-eaftpart, 
and  where  the  ifland  lay  loweft,  they 
ftiouted  and  hallooed  till  they  were 
weary  5  and  not  caring,  it  feems,  to 
venture  far  from  the  more,  nor  far 
from  one  another,  they  fat  down  to- 
gether under  a  tree,  to  confider  of  it: 
had  they  thought  fit  to  have  gone  to  flecp 
there,  •  as  the  other  party  of  them  had 
done,  they  had  done  the  job  for  us ; 
but  they  were  too  full  of  apprehenfions 
of  danger  to  venture  to  go  to  fleep, 
though  they  could  not  ttll  what  the 
danger  Was  they  had  to  fear  neither. 

The  captain  made  a  very  juft  pro- 
pofal  to  me  upon  this  consultation  of 
theirs  5  viz.  that  perhaps  they  would 
all  tire  a  volley  again,  to  endeavour 
to  make  their  fellows  hear,  and  that  we 
Ihould  all  fally  upon  them,  juft  at  the 
juncture  when  their  pieces  wen.  all 
tliichargcd,  and  they  would  certainly 
yield,  and  we  fliculd  have  them  with- 
out bloodshed;  I  liked  the  propofal, 
provided  it  was  done  while  we  wc-re 


near  enough  to  come  up  to  them, 
before  they  could  loud  their  pieces 
again. 

But  this  event  did  not  happen,  and 
we  lay  ftill  a  long  time,  very  irreiblute 
what  com  fe  to  take  :  at  length  I  told 
them,  there  would  be  nothing  to  be 
done,  in  my  opinion,  till  night  j  and 
then,  if  they  did  not  return  to  the 
boat,  perhaps  we  might  find  a  way  to 
get  between  them  and  the  fliore,  and 
fo  might  ufe  fome  ftratagem  with 
them  in  the  boat  to  get  them  on  fliore. 
•  We  waited  a  great  while,  though 
very  impatient,  for  their  removing,  and 
were  very  uneafy  ;  when,  after  long 
confultations,  we  faw  them  ftart  all 
up,  and  march  down  towards  the  fea. 
It  feems,  they  had  fuch  dreadful  ap- 
prehenliens  upon  them  of  the  danger 
of  the  place,  that  they  refolved  to 
g«  on  board  the  fliip  again,  give  their 
companions  over  for  loft,  and  fo  go 
on  with  their  intended  voyage  with  the 
fliip. 

As  foon  as  I  perceived  them  go  to- 
wards the  fliore,  I  imagined  it  to  be 
as  it  really  was;  that  they  had  given 
over  their  fearch,  and  were  for  going 
back  again  :  and  the  captain,  as  foon 
as  I  told  him  my  thoughts,  was  ready 
to  fmk  at  the  apprehenfions  of  it ;  but 
I  prefently  thought  of  a  ftratagem  to 
fetch  them  back  again,  and  which  an- 
fwered  my  end  to  a  tittle. 

I  ordered  Friday  and  the  Captain's 
mate  to  go  over  the  little  creek  weft- 
ward,  towards  the  place  where  the  fa- 
vages  came  on  fliore  when  Friday  was 
refcued  ;  and  as  foon  as  they  came  to 
a  little  riling  ground,  at  about  half  a 
milt's  diftance,  I  bade  them  halloo  as 
loud  as  they  could,  and  wait  till  they 
found  the  feamen  heard  them  ;  that  as 
foon  as  ever  they  heard  the  feamen  an- 
fwer  them,  they  fliould  return  it  again, 
and  then  keeping  out  of  fight,  take  a 
round,  always  aniwering  when  the 
other  hallooed,  to  draw  them  as  far 
into  the  ifland,  and  among  the  woods, 
as  poflible;  and  then  wheel  about  again 
to  me,  by  inch  ways  as  I  directed. 

They  were  juft  going  into  the  boat, 
when  Friday  and  the  mate  hallooed, 
and  they  piefently  heard  them,  and 
aniwering,  run  along  the  fliore  weft- 
ward,  towards  the  voice  they  heard  ; 
when  they  were  prefently  Itopped  by 
the  creek,  where  the  water  being  up, 

they 
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they  could  not  get  over,  and  called  for 
the  boat  to  come  up,  and  let  them  over, 
as  indeed  I  expefted. 

When  they  had  fet  fhemfelves  over; 
I  obferved  that  the  boat  being  gone  up 
a  good  way  into  the  creek,  and  as  it 
were  in  a  harbour  within  the  land, 
they  took  one  of  the  three  men  out  of 
her  to  go  along  with  them,  and  left 
only  two  in  the  boat,  having  f alien- 
ed her  to  the  tfump  of  a  little  tree  on 
the  fhore. 

This  was  what  I  wiflied  for;  and 
immediately  leaving  Friday  and  the 
captain's  mate  to  their  bufmefs,  I  took, 
the  re(l  with  me,  and  crofting  the  creek 
out  of  their  fight,  we  furprized  the 
two  men  before  they  were  aware,  one 
of  them  lying  on  more,  and  the  other 
being  in  the  boat;  the  fellow  Ion  more 
was  between  fleepmgand  waking,  and 
fjoing  to  dart  up,  the  captain,  who  was 
tforemod,  ran  in  upon  him,  and  knock- 
ed him  down,  and  then  called  out  to 
him  in  the  boat  to  yield,  or  he  was  a 
dead  man. 

There  needed  very  few  arguments 
to  perfuade  a  (ingle  man  to  yield,  when 
he  faw  five  men  upon  him,  and  :his 
comrade  knocked  <fown  ;  beiides,  this 
was,  it  feems,  one  of  the  three  who 
were  not  fo  hearty  in  the  mutiny  as  the 
reft  of  the  crew,  and  therefore  was 
eaflly  perfuaded,  not  only  to  yield,  but 
afterwards  to  join  very  fmcerely  with 
us. 

In  the  mean  time,  Friday  and  the 
captain's  mate  fo  well  managed  their 
bufmefs  with  the  reft,  that  they  drew 
them,  by  hallooing  and  anfwering, 
from  one  hill  to  another,  and  from 
one  wood  to  another,  till  they  not  only 
heartily  tired  them,  but  left  them 
where  they  were  very  fure  they  could 
not  reach  back  to  the  boat  before  it 
was  dark;  and  indeed  they  were  hear- 
tily tired  tbemfelves  alfo  by  the  time 
they  came  back  to  us. 

We  had  nothing  now  to  do  but  to 
watch  for  them  in  the  dark,  and  to  fall 
upon  them,  fo  as  to  make  fure  work 
with  them. 

It  was  feveral  hours  after  Friday 
came  back  to  me,  before  they  came 
back  to  their  boat;  and  we  could  hear 
the  foremolt  of  them,  long  before  they 
came  quite  up,  calling  to  thofe  behind 
to  come  along,  and  could  alfo  hear 
them  anfwer,  and  complain  how  lame 
and  tired  they  were,  and  not  being  able 


to  come  any  fader,  which  was  very 
welcome  news  to  us. 

At  length  they  came  up  to  the  boat ; 
but  it  is  impdmbie  to  exprefs  their 
confufion,  when  they  found  the  boat 
fad  aground  in  the  creek,  the  tide 
ebbed  out,  and  their  two  men  gone  ; 
we  could  hear  them  call  to  one  another 
in  a  mod  lamentable  manner,  telling 
one  another  they  were  gotten  into  an 
inchanted  ifland  ;  that  either  there  were 
inhabitants  in  it,  and  they  fliould  all 
be  rmm'ered  ;  or  eife  there  were  devils 
or  fpirits  in  it,  and  they  mould  be  all 
carried  away  and  devoured. 

They  hallooed  again,  and  called  their 
two  comrades  by  their  names  a  great 
many  times,  but  no  anfwer.  After 
fome  time,  we  could  fee  them,  by  tbo 
little  light  there  was,  run  about, 
wringing  their  hands,  like  men  in  dc- 
fpairj  and  that  fometimes  they  would 
go  and  fit  down  in  the  boat  To  r^-lt 
themfelves,  then  come  aflidre,  and" 
walk  about  again,  and  fo  the  fame 
thing  over  again. 

My  men  would  faiii  have  had  m* 
given  them  leave  to  fall  upon  them  at 
once  in  the  dark;  but  I  was  willing 
to  take  them  at  fome  advantage,  fo  tor 
fpare  them,  and  kill  as  few  of  them  ag 
I  could  ;  and  efpecially  I  was  unwil- 
ling to  hazard  the  killing  any  of  our 
men,  knowing  the  other  were  very  well 
armed  :  I  refolved  to  wait  to  fee  if 
they  did  not  fcparate  ;  and  therefore, 
to  make  fure  of  them,  I  drew  my  am- 
bufcade  nearer  ;  and  ordered  Friday 
and  the  captain  to  creep  upon  their 
hands  and  feet  as  clofe  to  the  ground 
as  they  could,  that  they  might  not' be 
di (covered,  and  get  as  near  them  as 
they  could  poffibly,  before  they  offer- 
ed to  fire. 

They  had  not  been  long  in  that 
poftuve,  but  that  the  boati'wain,  who 
was  the  principal  ringleader  of  i he- 
mutiny,  and  had  now  mewn  himfelf 
the  mod  dejected  and  difpirited  of  all 
the  red,  came  walking  towards  them, 
with  two  more  of  their  crew  ;  the  cap- 
tain was  fo  eager,  at  having  the  prin- 
cipal rogue  fo  much  in  his  power,  that 
he  could  hardly  have  patience  to  let 
him  come  fo  near  as  to  be  fure  of  him  j 
for  they  only  heard  his  tongue  before  : 
but  when  they  came  nearer,  the  cap- 
tain and  Friday,  darting  up  on  their 
feet,  let  fly  at  them. 

The  boatfwain  was  killed  upon  the 
R  3-  fpot; 
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fpof,  the  next  mm  was   fliot  in  the 

lx><i<  ,  ami  fell  jxiit  by  him,  though  he 
tli.l  not  die  till  an  hour  or  two  after; 
and  the  third  run  for  it. 

At  the  notfe  of  the  fire,  I  immediate- 
ly advanced  with  my  whuie  army, 
which  was  now  eisjht  men,  viz.  my'VU 
generalillimc  j  F.  iday  my  lieuu 
gener.il  ;  the  captain  and  his  two  men  ; 
3nd  the  three  pi  i loners  of  war,  whom 
he  had  trailed  with  arms. 
.  We  came  upon  them  indeed  in  the 
dark,  ib  that  they  could  not  fee  our 
number;  and  I  made  the  man  they  had 
left  in  the  boat,  who  was  now  one  of  us, 
to  call  them  by  name,  to  try  if  I  could 
bring  them  to  a  parley,  and  fo  might 
perhaps  reduce  them  to  terms;  which 
fell  out  jult  as  we  detired  i  for  indeed 
it  was  eaf'y  to  think,  as  their  con- 
dition then  was,  they  would  be  very 
billing  to  capitulate;  fo  he  cails  out, 
as  loud  as  he  could,  to  one  of  them, 
'.  Tom  Smith,  Tom  Smith  I"  Tom 
Smith  anfwered  immediately,  ,'  Who's 
'  that?  Rob  in  for  ?'  For  it  feems  he 
knew  his  voice.  Th^  other  aniwered, 
«  Ay,  ay ;  for  God's  fake, 
*•  Smith,  throw, down  your  arms,  and 

*  yield,  or  you   are  all  dead  men  this 

*  moment.' 

'   Who   mr.fl  we  yield  to?    Where 

<  are  they?1  lays  Smith  again,    'Here 

<  they  are,'  lays  he;   «  here  Jsourcap- 
'*  tain   and    fifty  men  with   him,  have 

*  bten   hunting  you   this   two  hours; 

<  the    boatiwai'n    is   killed,   Will   Fry 

<  is   wounded,   arid  I    am  a  prifoner; 
£  and  if  you  do  not  yield,  you  aie  all 
«.lolt.' 

*  «  Will  tiny  give  us  quarter  then?1 

'dm  Srn'ith,   e  and  we  will  yield.' 

!  go  and  afk,   if  you  proinife  to 

I,'  fays  Robinibn.     So  he  afked 

.main,    .uid   the  cnptain  himfelf 

then  cails  out:     'You,    Smith;   you 

«  know  my  voice  ;    if  you  lay  down 

«  your  arms  immediately  and  fubniit, 

«  you    fh'.ll   have   your  lives,  all  but 

«  Will  A  kins.' 

Upon    'his  Will  Atkins  cried  out, 

«  For  G    fr'-a  lake,    captain,    give  me 

4   quarter:    What  have  I  done?  They 

«   have  been  ail  as  bad  as  I !'  which, by 

the  wuy,  was  not  true  neither;   for  ir 

,'this  Will  Atkins  was   the  riilt 

man   .  .plain, 

rlt  niutii.i-  j.l  him 

, i;»nds,   a:ul 


ever,  the  captiin  told  him  h-  muft  lar 
down  his  arms  at  diluetiuh  . 
to  the  governor's  mercy;   by  which  he 
meant  me,   for  they  all  called  me  go- 
vernor. 

In  a  word,  they  all  laid  down  their 
arms,  and  begged  their  lives;  and  I 
fent  the  man  that  had  parleyed  with 
them,  and  two  more,  who  bound  them 
all ;  and  then  my  great  army  of  fifty 
men,  which,  particularly  with  thole 
three,  were  all  but  eight,  came  up  and 
upon  them  all,  and  upon  thu'i 
boat,  only  that  I  kept  my  felt'  and  one- 
more  out  of  h\ht,  for  realbns  cf 
itate. 

Qur  next  work  was  to  repair  the 
boat,  and  to  think  of  feizing  the  fliip  j 
and  as  for  the  captain,  now  he  had 
lei  lure  to  parley  with  them,  he  expof- 
tulated  with  them  upon  the  villainy 
of  their  practices  with  him,  and  at 
length  upon  the  faith  r  wickednefs 
oi  their  delign  ;  and  how  certainly  it 
muft  bring  them  to  mifery  and  diliivfs 
in  the  end,  and  perhaps  to  the  gal- 
lows. 

They  nil  appeared  very  penitent,  and 
begged  hard  for  their  lives.  As  for 
that,  he  told  them  they  were  none  of 
his  prifoners,  but  the  commander's  of 
ths  ill  and  ;  that  they  thought  they  had 
fet  him  on  fliore  in  a  ban  en  uninha- 
bited iil.ind;  but  it  h;.d  plealed  God 
fo  to  direct  them,  thot  the  ill  :nd  was 
inhabited,  and  that  the  governor  was 
an  Englifhman  ;  that  he  might  hang 
them  ail  there  if  he  pleafcd  ;  but  as  he 
had  given  them  all  quartrr,  he  fup- 
poled  he  would  fend  them  to  Er 
to  be  dealt  with  there,  as  juliice  re- 
quired, except  Atkins,  whom  he  was 
commanded  by  the.  governor  to  ad  vile 
to  prepare  for  death,  for  tlut  he  would 
be  hanged  in  the  woi ; 

Though   this  was    all   a    fiction    of 
his  own,  yet  it  had  ifs  Jdiit.1 
Atkins  fell  upon   his  knees  to  beg  the 
captain  to  intercede  with  -he  governor 
for  his  life  ;   and  all  t: 
hii:i,   for  God's  fake,  tha; 
not  be  lent  to  Enghnd. 

It  now  occurred  to  me,  that  the 
time  of  our  deliverance  was  con. 
that  it  would  lie  a  molt  ealy  thing 
to  bring  thefe  fellows  in,  to  be  hearty 
in  gettir.!;.;  polfeliion  of  the  fhip  ;  Ib  I 
;he  ciruk  from  them,  th.»t 
they  might  not  fee  what  kind  of  a  go- 
vernor they  had,  and  called  t! 

tain 
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tain  to  mej  when  I  called,  as  at  a 
good  diltance,  one  of  ihe  men  was 
ordered  to  fpeak  again,  and  lay  to  the 
captain,  «  Captain,  the  commander 
*'  ccills  for  you;'  and  prelemly  the 
captain  replied,  *  Tell  his  excellency 
<  I  am  jult  a  coming.'  This  more 
perfe&ly  amufed  them  ;  and  they  all 
believed,  that  the  commander  was  jult 
by  with  his  fifty  men. 

Upon  the  captain's  coming  to  me,  I 
told  him  my  projector  Sizing  the  fhipj 
which  he  liked  of  wonderfully  well, 
and  reiblved  to  put  it  in  execution  the 
next  morning. 

But,  in  order  to  execute  it  with  more 
ai  t,  and  to  be  fecure  of  fuccefs,  I  told 
him  we  muft  divide  the  prifoners,  and 
that  he  mould  go  and  take  Atkins, 
and  two  more  of  the  worft  of"  them, 
and  (end  them  pinioned  to  the  cave 
where  the  others  lay.  This  was  com- 
mitted to  Friday,  and  the  two  men 
who  came  on  more  with  the  captain. 

They  conveyed  them  to  the  cave,  as 
to  a  prifon ;  and  it  was  indeed  a  dif- 
mal  place,  especially  to  men  in  their 
condition. 

The  other  I  ordered  to  my  bower, 
as  I  called  it,  of  which  I  have  given 
a  full  defcription;  and  as  it  was  fenced 
in,  and  they  pinioned,  the  place  was 
fee  ure  enough,  confidering  they  were 
upon  their  behaviour. 

To  thefe  in  the  morning  I  fent  t**e 
captain,  who  was  to  enter  into  a  par- 
ley with  them;  in  a  word,  to  try 
them,  and  tell  me  whether  he  thought 
they  might  be  trufted  or  no  to  go  on 
board  and  furprize  the  ftiip.  He 
talked  to  them  of  the  injury  done  him, 
of  the  condition  they  were  brought  to; 
and  that  though  the  governor  had  given 
them  quarter  for  their  lives,  as  to  the 
prdent  a6lion,  yet  that  if  they  were 
lent  to  England,  they  would  all  be 
hanged  in  chains  to  be  furej  but  that 
if  they  would  join  in  fuch  an  attempt 
as  to  recover  the  fliip,  he  would  have 
the  governor's  engagement  for  their 
pardon. 

Any  one  may  guefs  how  readily 
fuch  a  propofal  would  be  accepted  by 
inen  in  their  condition  ;  they  fell  down 
on  their  kntes  to  the  captain,  and  pro- 
mifed,  with  the  deeptit  imprecations, 
that  they  would  be  faithful  to  him  to 
the  lart  drop,  and  that  they  mould  owe 
their  lives  to  him,  and  would  go  with 
ver  the  world  j  that  they  would 


own  him  for  a  father  to  them  as  long 
as  they  lived. 

«  Well,'  lays  the  captain,  «  I  muft 
'  go  and  tell  the  governor  what  you 
'  lay,  and  fee>what  I  can  do  to  bring1 
{  him  to  conient  to  it.'  So  he  brought 
me  an  ;iccount  of  the  temper  he  foun'd 
them  in;  and  that  he  verily  believed 
they  would  be  faithful. 

However,  that  we  might  be  very  fe- 
cure,  I  told  him  he  fhould  go  back, 
again,  and  chuie  out  five-of  them,  and 
tell  them,  that  they  fhould  lee  that  they 
did  not  want  men  j  but  he  would  take 
out  thofe  five  to  be  his  aififtants,  and 
that  the  governor  would  keep  the  other 
two,  and  the  three  that  were  fent  prifon- 
ers to  the  caftle,  (my  cave)  as  hoitages, 
for  tiie  fidelity  of  thofe  five;  and  that 
if  they  proved  unfaithful  in  the  exe- 
cution, the  five  hoitages  ihould  be 
hanged  in  chains  alive  upon  the  ihore. 

This  looked  levere,  and  convinced 
them  that  the  governor  was  in  earneft : 
however,  they  had  no  way  left  them 
but  to  accept  it;  and  it  was  now  the 
butineis  of  the  prilbners,  as  much  us  of 
the  captain,  to  pirriuade  the  other  iive 
to  do  their  duty. 

Our  ftrength  was  now  thus  ordered 
for  the  expedition.  i.The  captain, 
his  mate,  and  paifenger.  2.  Then  the 
two  prilbners  of  the  firil  gang,  to 
whom,  having  their  characters  from 
the  captain,  I  had  given  their  liberty, 
and  trulted  them  with  arms.  3.  The 
other  two  whom  I  kept  till  now  in  my 
bower  pinioned;  but,  upon  the  cap- 
tain's motion,  had  now  reieaied.  4. 
Thefe  five  releafed  at  laft.  S.>  that  they 
were  twelve  in  all,  befides  five  we  kept 
prifoners  in  the  cave  for  holtages. 

1  alkeci  the  captain  "if  he  was  willing 
to  venture  with  thefe  hands  on  board 
the  Ihip:  for,  as  for  me  and  my  man 
Friday,  I  did  not  think  it  was  proper 
for  us  to  Itir,  having  feven  men  left 
behind;  and  it  was  employ ment  enough, 
for  us  to  keep  them  aiunder,  and  fup- 
ply  them  with  victuals. 

As  to  the  five  in  the  cave,  I  re- 
folved  to  keep  them  fail;  but  Friday 
went  twice  a  day  to  them,  to  fupply 
them  with  neceiiaries ;  and  I  ma-le  the 
other  two  carry  provilions  to  a  cer- 
tain diitance,  where  Friday  was  to 
take  it. 

When  I  mewed  myfelf  to  the  two 
hoftages,  it  was  with  the  captain,  who 
told  them,  I  was  the  perfon  the  go- 
vernor 
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vernor  had  ordered  to  look  after  them, 
and  that  it  was  the  governor's  pleafure 
they  lhauld  not  ftir  any  where  but  by 
my  direction  j  that  it  they  did,  they 
mould  he  fetched  into  the  caftle,  and 
be  laid  in  irons  j  fo  that  as  we  never 
iuffered  them  to  lee  me  as  governor,  fo 
I  now  appeared  as  another  perfon,  and 
fpoke  of  the  governor,  the  garrifon, 
the  caftle,  and  the  like,  upon  ail  occa- 
iions. 

The  captain  now  had  no  difficulty 
before  him,  but  to  fumifh  his  two 
b6ats,  ftop  the  breach  of  one,  and  man 
them.  He  made  his  paflenger  captain 
of  one,  with  four  other  men  j  and  him- 
feif,  his  mate,  and  five  more,  went  in 
the  other :  and  they  contrived  their 
bufmefs  very  well;  for  they  came  up 
to  the  (hip  about  midnight.  As  foon 
as  they  came  within  call  of  the  (hip, 
he  made  Robinibn  hail  them,  and  tell 
them  he  had  brought  off  the  men  and 
the  boat,  but  that  it  was  a  long  time 
before  they  had  found  them  ;  and  the 
like:  holding  them  in  a  chat,  till 
they  came  to  the  (hip's  fide  5  when  the 
captain  and  the  mate  entering  firft  with 
their  arms,  immediately  knocked  down 
the  feqo.no  mate  and  carpenter  with  the 
butt-end  of  their  mufquets,  being  very 
faithfully  ftconded  by  their  men  j  they 
fecured  all  the  reft  that  were  upon  the 
main  and  quarter-decks,  and  began 
to  faften  the  hatches,  to  keep  them 
down  who  were  below,  when  the  other 
boat,  and  their  men,  entering  at  the 
fore-chains,  fecured  the  forecaftle  of 
the  (hip,  and  the  Ikuttle  which  went 
down  into  the  cook-room,  making 
three  men  they  found  there  prifoners. 

When  this  was  done,  and  all  fafe 
upon  the  deck,  the  captain  ordered  the 
mate  with  three  men  to  break  into  the 
round-houfe,  where  the  new  rebel  cap- 
tain lay,  and  having  taken  the  alarm, 
was  gotten  up,  and  with  two  men  and 
a  boy,  had  gotten  fire-arms  in  their 
hands ;  and  when  the  mate  with  a 
/plit  open  the  door,  ihe  new  cap- 
tain and  his  men  fired  boldly  among 
.UK!  wounded  the  mate  with  a 
mufciuet-ball,  which  broke  his  arm, 
and  wounded  two  more  of  the  men, 
but  killed  nobody. 

The  mite,  calling  for  help,  rufhed, 
however,  n.io  the  round-houfe,  wound- 
he  was,  and  with  his  piftol  (hot 
the   new    captain    through    the   head, 
t\\e  bullets  entering  at  hie  mouth,  and 


came  out  again  behind  one  of  his  earsj 
fo  that  he  never  fpoke  a  word  ;  upon 
which  the  reft  yielded,  and  the  (hip 
was  taken  effectually,  without  any 
more  lives  loft. 

As  foon  as  the  (hip  was  thus  fecured, 
the  captain  ordered  feven  guns  to  be 
fired,  which  was  the  fignal  agreed,up- 
on  with  me,  to  give  me  notice  of  his 
fuccefs  ;  which  you  may  be  fure  I  was 
very  glad  to  hear,  having  fat  watch- 
ing upon  the  (ho re  for  it  till  near  two 
of  the  clock  in  the  morning. 

Having  thus  heard  the  fignal  plain- 
ly, I  laid  me  down  ;  and  it  having 
been  a  day  of  great  fatigue  to  me,  I 
flept  very  found,  till  I  was  fomethirg 
furpnzed  with  the  noife  of  a  gun  ;  and 
preiently  ftarting  up,  I  heard  a  mart 
call  me  by  the  name  of  'Governor! 
'  Governor !'  and  prefently  I  knew 
the  captain's  voice  j  when  climbing 
up  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  there  he  ftood, 
and  pointing  to  the  mip,  he  embraced 
me  in  his  arms;  *  My  dear  friend  and 
'  deliverer,'  fays  he,  '  there's  your 
'  mip,  for  (lie  is  all  yours,  and  fo  are 
1  we,  and  all  that  belong  to  her.'  I 
caft  my  eyes  to  the  (hip,  and  there  (he 
rode  within  a  little  more  than  half  a 
mile  of  the  fhore  ;  for  they  had  weigh- 
ed her  anchor  as  foon  as  they  were 
mafters  of  her  ;  and  the  weather  be- 
ing fair,  had  brought  her  to  an  an- 
chor juft  againft  the  mouth  of  a  little 
creek;  and  the  tide  being  up,  the  cap- 
tain had  brought  the  pinnace  in  near 
the  place  where  I  firft  landed  my  rafts, 
and  fo  landed  juft  at  my  door. 

I  was,  at  firft,  ready  to  fink  down 
with  the  furprize:  for  I  faw  my  deli- 
verance indeed  vifibly  put  into  my 
hands,  all  things  eafy,  and  a  large 
(hip  juft  ready  to  carry  me  away  whi- 
ther I  pleafed  to  go.  At  firft,  for  forne 
time,  I  was  not  able  to  aniwer  one 
word}  but  as  he  had  taken  me  in  his 
arms,  I  held  faft  by  him,  or  I  mould 
have  fallen  to  the  ground. 

He  perceived  the  furprize,  and  im- 
mediately pulled  a  bottle  out  of  his 
pocket,  and  gave  me  a  dram  of  cor- 
dial, which  he  had  brought  on  jmr- 
pofe  for  me.  After  I  had  drank  it,  I 
iat  down  upon  the  ground  j  and  though 
it  brought  me  to  myfelf,  yet  it  u  :..s  a 
good  while  before  I  could  (peak  a 
word  to  him. 

All  this  while  the  poor  man  was  in 
as  great  an  extafy  as  I,  only  not  un- 
der 
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der  any  furprize,  as  I  was  ;  and  he 
faid  a  thoufand  kind  tender  things  to 
me,  to  compofe  and  bring  me  to  my- 
felf;  but  fuch  was  the  flood  of  joy  in 
my  bread,  that  it  put  all  my  fpirits 
into  confufion;  at  laft  it  broke  into 
tears,  and  in  a  little  while  after  I  re- 
covered my  ipeech. 

Then  I  took  my  turn,  and  embraced 
him  as  my  deliverer;  and  we  rejoiced 
together.  I  told  him,  I  looked  upon 
him  as  a  man  fent  from  heaven  to  deli- 
ver me,  and  that  the  whole  tran fac- 
tion feemed  to  be  a  chain  of  wonders  j 
that  fuch  things  as  thefe  were  the  tef- 
timonies  we  had  of  a  fecret  hand  of 
Providence  governing  the  world,  and 
an  evidence,  that  the  eyes  of  an  Infi- 
nite Power  could  fearch  into  the  re- 
moteft  corner  of  the  world,  and  fend 
help  to  the  miferable  whenever  he 
pleafed. 

I  forgot  not  to  lift  up  my  heart  in 
thankfulnefs  to  Heaven  :  and  what 
heart  could  forbear  to  blefs  him,  who 
had  not  only  in  a  miraculous  manner 
provided  for  one  in  fuch  a  wildernefs, 
and  in  fuch  a  defolate  condition,  but 
from  whom  every  deliverance  muft  al- 
ways be  acknowledged  to  proceed  ! 

When  we  had  talked  awhile,  the 
captain  told  me,  he  had  brought  me 
fome  little  refrelhments,  fuch  as  the fhip 
afforded,  and  fuch  as  the  wretches, 
who  had  been  fo  long  his  in  afters,  had 
not  plandered  him  of.  Upon  this  he 
called  aloud  t©  the  boat,  and  bid  his 
men  bring  the  things  afhore  that  were 
for  the  governor  ;  and  indeed  it  was  a 
prefent,  as  if  I  had  been  one,  not  that 
was  to  be  carried  along  with  them, 
but  as  if  I  had  been  to  dwell  upon  the 
ifland  ftill,  and  they  svere  to  go  with- 
out me. 

Firft,  he  had  brought  me  a  cafe  of 
bottles  full  of  excellent  cordial  wa- 
ters, fix  large  bottles  of  Madeira  wine, 
(the  bottles  held  two  quarts  apiece;) 
two  pounds  of  excellent  good  tobacco, 
twelve  good  pieces  of  the  mip's  beef, 
and  fix  pieces  of  pork,  with  a  bag  of 
peas,  and  about  an  hundred  weight  of 
bifcuit. 

He  brought  me  alfo  a  box  of  fugar, 
a  box  of  flour,  a  bag  full  of  lemoos, 
and  two  bottles  of  lime-juice  j  and 
abundance  of  other  things;  but  be- 
fides  thefc,  and  what  was  a  thoufand 
times  more  ufefui  to  me,  he  brought 


me  fix  clean  new  mirts,  fix  very  good 
neckcloths,  two  pair  of  gloves,  one 
pair  of  (hoes,  a  hat,  and  one  pair  of 
blockings,  and  a  very  good  fuit  of 
cloaths  of  his  own,  which  had  been 
worn  but  very  little  :  in  a  word,  he 
cloathed  me  from  head  to  foot. 

It  was  a  very  kind  and  agreeable 
prefent,  as  any  one  may  imagine,  to 
one  in  my  circumftances ;  but  never 
was  any  thing  in  the  worM  of  that 
kind  fo  unpleafant,  aukward,  and  un- 
eafy,  as  it  was  to  me  to  wear  fuck 
cloaths  at  their  firft  putting  on. 

After  thefe  ceremonies  palfr,  and 
after  all  his  good  things  were  brought 
into  my  little  apartment,  we  began  to 
confult  what  was  to  be  done  with  the 
prifoners  we  had;  for  it  was  worth 
conlidering  whether  we  might  venture 
to  take  them  away  with  us  or  no,  efpe- 
cially  two  of  them,  whom  we  knew  to 
be  incorrigible  and  refractory  to  the 
1  a  it  degree  j  and  the  captain  laid,  he 
knew  they  were  fuch  rogues,  that  there 
was  no  obliging  them;  and  if  he  did 
carry  them  away,  it  muft  be  in  irons, 
as  malefactors,  to  be  delivered  over  to 
juftice  at  the  firft  Englifli  colony  he 
could  come  at.  And  I  found  that  the 
captain  himielf  was  very  anxious  a- 
bout  it. 

Upon  this,  I  told  him,  that  if  he 
defired  it,  I  durft  undertake  to  bring 
the  two  men  he  fpoke  of,  to  make  it 
their  own  requelt  that  he  fnould  leave 
them  upon  the  illand.  «  I  mould  be 
'  very  glad  of  that,'  fays  the  captain, 

*  with  all  my  heart.' 

'  Well,'  faid  I,  «  I  will  fend   for 

•  them,  and  talk  with  them  for  you.* 
So  I  caufed  Friday  and  the  two  hof- 
tages,  for  they  were  now  difcharged, 
their  comrades  having  performed  their 
promifej   I  fay,  I  caufed  them  to  go  to 
the  cave,  and  bring  up  the   five  men, 
pinioned  as  they  were,  to  the  bower, 
and  keep  them  there  till  I  came. 

After  fome  time,  I  came  thither 
drefled  in  my  new  habit  j  and  now  I 
was  called  governor  again.  Being  all 
met,  and  the  captain  with  me,  I  caufed 
the  men  to  be  brought  before  me,  and 
I  told  them  I  had  had  a  full  account 
of  their  villainous  behaviour  to  the 
captain,  and  how  they  had  run  away 
with  the  Ihip,  and  were  preparing  to 
commit  farther  robberies  j  but  that 
Providence  had  eninaxed  them  in  their 
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own  ways,  and  that  they  were  fallen 
into  the  pit  which  they  had  digged  for 
others. 

I  let  thrm  know,  that  by  my  direc- 
tion the  fhip  had  been  11- i zed,  that  (lie 
Jay  now  ift  the  road,  and  they  might 
fee  by  and  b\ ,  that  (heir  new  captain 
Jiad  received  the  reward  of  his  villainy, 
for  that  they  might  lee  him  hanging  at 
the  yard-arm. 

That  as  to  them,  I  wanted  to  know 
what  they  had  to  fay,  why  I  fhould 
not  execute  them  as  pirates  taken  in 
the  fuel,  as  by  my  commiffion  they 
could  not  doubt  I  had  authority  to  do. 

One  of  them  anfwered  in  the  name 
of  the  reft,  that  they  had  nothing  to 
fay  but  this,  that  when  they  were 
taken,  the  captain  prom  i  fed  them  their 
Jives,  and  they  humbly  implored  my 
mercy.  But  1  told  them,  I  knew  not 
what  mercy  to  (hew  them  :  for,  as  for 
rnyfelf,  I  had  refolved  to  quit  the 
ifbnd  with  a!!  my  men,  and  had  taken 
pafTage  with  the  captain  to  go  for 
England  :  and  as  for  the  captain,  he 
could  not  carry  them  to  England, 
other  than  as  prifoners  in  irons,  to 
be  tried  for  mutiny,  and  running  a- 
way  with  the  mip  ;  the  confequence  of 
which,  they  mull  needs  know,  would 
be  the  gallows  j  fo  that  I  could  not 
tell  which  was  belt  for  them,  unlefs 
they  had  a  mind  to  take  their  fate  in 
the  iflandj  if  they  delired  that,  I  did 
not  care,  as  I  had  liberty  to  leave  it : 
I  had  fome  inclination  to  give  them 
their  lives,  if  they  thought  they  could 
fhift  on  more.  They  feemed  very 
thankful  for  it ;  faid  they  would  much 
rather  venture  to  flay  there,  than  to 
be  carried  to  England  to  be  hanged  j 
fo  I  left  them  on  that  iffue. 

However,  the  captain  feemed  tomake 
fome  difficulty  of  it,  as  if  he  durft  not 
leave  them  there  :  upon  this  I  feemed 
a  little  angry  with  the  captain,  and 
told  him,  that  they  were  rny  prifoners, 
fiot  his  ;  and  that  feeing-  I  had  offered 
them  fo  much  favour,  I  would  be  ns 
good  as  my  word}  and  that  if  he  did 
not  think  fit  to  confent  to  it,  f  would 
fct  them  at  liberty  as  I  found  thru;  ; 
and  if  he  did  not  like  that,  he  : 
take  tbem  again,  if  he  could  c:itch 
them. 

Upon  this  they  appeared  very  thnnk- 
ful ;  and  I  accordingly  fet  them  at  liber- 
ty, a  ml  bade  rhem  retire  into  the  w 
to  the  place  whence  they  came,  and  I 
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would  leave  them  fome  fire-arms,  fome 
ammunition,  and  fome  directions  It 
they    mould    live    very    well,    if  they 
thought  fit. 

Upon  this,  I  prepared  to  go  on  board 
the  fhip;  but  told  the  captain,  that  I 
would  ll.iy  that  night  to  prepare  my 
things,  and  delirfd  him  to  go  on  board 
in  the  mean  time,  and  keep  all  right 
in  the  mip,  and  fend  the  boat  on  fliort- 
the  next  day  for  me;  ordering  him  in 
the  mean  time,  to  caufe  the  new  cap- 
tain, who  was  killed,  to  be  hanged  at 
the  yard-arm,  that  thefe  men  might 
fee  him. 

When  the  captain  was  gon^,  I  fent 
for  the  men  up  to  my  apartment,  and 
entered  ferioufiy  into  difcourfe  with 
them  of  their  circumflances  :  I  t< 
them,  I  thought  they  had  made  a  right 
choice  ;  that  if  the  captain  carried  them 
away,  they  would  certainly  be  hanged: 
I  mewed  them  their  captain  hanging 
at  the  yard-arm  of  the  (hip,  and  told 
them  they  had  nothing  lefs  to  expect. 

When  they  had  all  declared  their 
willingnefs  to  flay,  I  then  told  them 
I  would  let  them  into  the  flory  of  my 
living  there,  and  put  them  into  the 
way  of  making  it  eafy  to  them  :  ac- 
cordingly I  gave  them  the  whole  hif- 
tory  of  the  place,  and  of  my  coming 
to  it;  fhewed  them  my  fortifications, 
the  way  I  made  my  bread,  planted  my 
coin,  cured  my  grapes  ;  and,  in  a 
word,  all  that  was  necefTary  to  imke 
them  eafy:  I  told  them  the  flory  alfo 
of  the  fixteen  Spaniards  that  were  to 
be  expected  ;  for  whom  I  left  a  letter, 
and  made  them  promife  to  treat  them 
in  common  with  themfelves. 

I  left  them  my  fire-arms;  viz.  five 
muftjuets,  three  fowling-pieces,  and 
three  fwords.  I  had  about  a  barrel  of 
powder  left;  for  after  the  fiifl  year  or 
two  I  ufed  but  little,  and  waited  none. 
I  gave  them  a  defcription  of  the  way 
I  managed  the  goats,  and  directions 
to  milk  and  fatten  them,  to  make  both 
butter  an:1  cheefe. 

In  a  word,  I  g:ivethem  every  part  of 
my  own  Itoi  y ;  and  1  told  them,  I  would 
prevail  with  the  captain  to  leave  them 
two  barrels  of  gun- powder  more,  and 
fome  garden -feed,  which  I  told  them 
I  would  have  been  v.-ry  glad  of;  nlfo 
I  gave  them  the  bag  of  peafc  which  the 
captain  had  brought  me  to  eat,  and 
bade  them  be  Cure  to  fovr  and  increafe 

them* 
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Having  tlo.nc  all  this,  I  left  them 
the  next  day,  and  went  on  hoard  the 
fhip.  We  prepared  immediately  to  fail, 
but  diil  not  weigh  tlxat  night.  The 
next  morning  early,  two  of  the  five 
men  camefwimming  to  the  (hip's  fide, 
and,  m-iking  a  molt  lamentable  com- 
plaint of  the  other  three,  begged  to  be 
taken  into  the  /hip,  for  God's  fake, 
for  they  fliould  be  murdered  j  and 
begged  the  captain  to  take  them  on 
board,  though  he  hanged  them  imme- 
diately. 

Upon  this  the  captain  .pretended  to 
have  no  power  without  me;  but  after 
Ibme  difficulty,  and  after  their  folemn 
promifes  of  amendment,  they  were  ta- 
ken on  board,  and  were  tome  time 
after  foundly  whipped  and  pickled  j 
after  which  they  proved  very  honed  and 
quiet  fellows. 

Some  time  after  this,  I  went  with 
the  boat  on  more,  the  tide  being  up, 
with  the  things  promifed  to  the  men, 
to  which  the  captain,  at  my  intercef- 
fion,  caufed  their"  chells  and  cloaths 
to  be  added  j  which  they  took,  and 
were  very  thankful  for:  I  alfo  encou- 
raged them,  by  telling  them,  that  if  it 
lay  in  my  way  to  fend  a  veffel  to  take 
them  in,  I  would  not  forget  them. 

When  I  took  leave  of  this  ifland, 
I  carried  on  board  forrcliques  the  great 

font's  fkin  cap  I  had  made,  my  um- 
rella,  and  one  of  my  parrots;  alfo  I 
forgot  not  to  take  the  money  I  former- 
ly mentioned,  which  had  lain  by  me  fo 
long  ufelefs,  that  it  was  grown  rufty, 
or  tarnifhed,  and  could  hardly  pafs  for 
filver,  till  it  had  been  a  little  rubbed 
and  handled  j  and  alfo  the  money  I 
found  in  the  wreck  of  the  Spanifh 
fhip. 

And  thus  I  left  the  ifland  the  nine- 
teenth of  December,  as  I  found  by 
the  fhip's  account,  in  the  year  1686, 
after  I  had  been  upon  it  eight  and 
twenty  years,  two  months,  and  nine- 
teen days  ;  being  delivered  from  the 
fecond  captivity  the  fame  day  of  the 
month  that  I  firft  made  my  efcape  in 
the  barco-iongo, from  among  the  Moors 
of  Sallee. 

In  this  veflel,  after  a  long  voyage,  I 
arrived  in  England  the  eleventh  of 
June,  in  the  year  1687,  having  been 
thirty  and  five  years  abfent. 

When  I  came  to  England,  I  was  a 
perfect  ftranger  to  all  the  world,  as  if 
I  had  never  been  known  there ;  my 
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benefactor,  and  faithful  fteward,  whom 
I  had  left  in  truft  with  my  money, 
was  alive,  but  had  had  great  misfor- 
tunes in  the  world,  was  become  a  wi- 
dow the  fecond  time,  and  very  low  in 
the  world.  I  made  her  eafy  as  to  what 
fhe  owed  me,  a/Turing  her,  I  would 
give  her  no  trouble  j  but  on  the  con- 
trary, in  gratitude  to  her  former  care 
and  faithfulnefs  to  me,  I  relieved 
her  as  my  little '  ftock  would  afford, 
which  at  that  time  would  indeed  allow 
me  to  do  but  little  fpr  her ;  but  I  allur- 
ed her  I  would  never  forget  her  for- 
mer kindnefs  to  me ;  nor  did  I  forget 
her,  when  I  had  fufficient  to  help  her, 
as  ilmll  be  obferved  in  it's  pj[ace. 

I  went  down  afterwards  into  York- 
fhire;  but  my  father  was  dead,  and 
my  mother,  and  all  the  family  extinct ; 
except  that  I  found  two  fitters,  and 
two  of  the  children  of  one  of  my  bro- 
thers ;  and  as  I  had  been  long  ago 
given  over  for  dead,  there  had  been  no 
provifion  made  for  me;  fo  that,  in  a 
word,  I  found  nothing  to  relieve  or 
aflift  me;  and  that  little  money  I  had, 
would  not  do  much  for  me,  as  to- 
fettling  in  the  world. 

I  met  with  one  piece  of  gratitude 
indeed,  which  I  did  r.ot  expect  j  and 
this  was,  that  the  mafier  of  the  /hip, 
whom  I  had  fo  happily  delivered,  and 
by  the  fame  means  faved  the  fhip  and 
cargo,  having  given  a  very  handfome 
account  to  the  owners,  of  the  manner 
how  I  had  faved  the  lives  of  the  men 
and  the  fhip,  they  invited  me  to  meet 
them,  and  fome  other  merchants  con- 
cerned, and  all  together  made  me  a 
very  handfome  compliment  upon  that 
fubject,  and  a  prefent  of  almolt  two 
hundred  pounds  fieri  ing. 

But  after  making  feveral  refleclions 
upon  the  circumliances  of  my  life,  and 
how  little  way  this  would  go  toward 
fettling  me  in  the  world,  I  refolved  to 
go  to  Lifbon,  and  fee  if  I  might  not 
come  by  fome  information  of  the  ftate 
of  my  plantation  in  the  Brazils,  and 
what  was  become  of  my  partner,  who 
I  had  reafon  to  fuppofe  had  fome  years 
now  given  me  over  for  dead. 

With  this  view  I  took  (hipping  for 
Lifbou,  where  I  arrived  in  April  fol- 
lowing; my  man  Friday  accompany- 
ing me  very  honeftly  in  all  thefe  ram- 
blings,  and  proving  a  moft  faithful 
iervant  upon  all  occafions. 

When  I  came  to  Liibon,  I  found 
S  mic 
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out  by  enquiry,  and  to  my  particular 
fatisfa&ion,  my  old  friend  the  captain 
of  the  (hip,  who  firft  took  me  up  at 
fea,  off  the  fliore  of  Africa  :  he  was 
now  grown  old,  and  had  left  off  the  lea, 
having  put  his  Ion,  "who  was  far  from 
a  young  man,  into  his  fhip  ;  and  who 
ftill  ulcd  the  Bra?.il  trade.  The  old 
man  did  not  know  me  ;  and,  indeed,  I 
hardly  knew  him;  hut  I  foon  brought 
myfelf  to  his  remembrance,  when  I 
told  him  who  I  was. 

After  fome  paffipnate  exprtflions  of 
our  old  acquaintance,  I  enquired,  you 
may  be  fure,  after  my  plantation,  and 
my  partner:  the  old  man  told  me,  he 
had  not  been  in  the  Brazils  for  about 
nine  year's ;  but  that  he  could  allure 
me,  that  when  he  came  away,  my  part- 
ner was  living,  but  the  trultees,  whom 
I  bad  joined  with  him  to  take  cogni- 
zance of  my  part,  were  both  dead  ; 
that,  however,  he  believed  that  I  would 
have  a  very  good  account  of  the  im- 
provement of  the  plantation  ;  for  that, 
upon  the  general  belief  of  my  being 
call  away  and  drowned,  my  truftees 
had  given  in  the  account  of  the  pro- 
duce of  my  part  of  the  plantation  to 
the  Procurator  Fifcn!;  who  had  ap- 
propriated it,  in  cafe  I  never  came  to 
claim  it,  one  third  to  ilie  king,  and 
two  thirds  to  the  monn^cry  of  St.  Au- 
guftine,  to  be  expended  for  the  benefit 
of  the  poor,  and  for  the  converfion  of 
the  Indians  to  the  Catholick  faith  j  but 
that  if  I  appeared,  or  any  one  for  me, 
to  claim  the  inheritance,  it  would  be 
reftorcd ;  only  that  the  improvement, 
or  annual  production,  being diftributed 
to  charitable  ufes,  could  not  be  reftor- 
.ed  ;  but  he  afiured  me,  that  the  Itew- 
ard  of  the  king's  revenue,  (from  lands) 
and  the  piovedore,  or  Reward  of  the 
monafteiy,  had  taken  great  care  all 
along,  that  the  incumbent,  that  is  to 
Jay,  my  partner,  gave  every  year  a 
faithful  account  of  the  produce,  of 
which  they  received  duly  my  moiety. 

I  afked  him,  if  he  knew  to    what 
height  of  improvement  he  had  brought 
the  plantation  ;  and  whether  he  thought 
it  might   be  woith    looking  aft; 
whether,  on  my  £oing  thither,  I  fliould 
meet  with  no  obltru6iion  to  my  \- 
in  the  moiety. 

He  told  mcj'c  could  not  tell  exactly 
to  what  degree  the  plantation  was  im- 
proved 5  but  this  lie  knew,  that  my 
partner  w?.s  grown  exceeding  rich  up- 


on the  enjoying  but  one  half  of  it  5 
and  that,  to  the  belt  of  his  remembrance 
he  had  heard,  that  the  king's  third  of 
my  part,  which  was,  it  feems,  grant- 
ed away  to  fome  other  monaftery,  or 
religious  houfe,  amounted  to  above 
two  hundred  moidores  a  year;  that, 
as  to  my  being  reftored  to  a  quiet  pof- 
feffion  of  it,  there  was  no  queftion  to 
be  made  of  that,  my  partner  being 
alive  to  witnefs  my  title,  and  my  name 
being  alfo  im-olled  in  the  regifter  of 
the  country.  Alfo  he  told  me,  that 
the  furvivors  of  my  two  trultees  were 
very  fair,  honed  people,  and  very 
wealthy;  and  he  believed  I  would  not 
only  have  their  afliftance  for  putting 
me  in  polFeflion,  but  would  find  a  very 
confiderable  fum  of  money  in  their 
hands,  for  my  account,  being  the  pro- 
duce of  the  farm  while  their  fathers 
held  the  truft,  and  before  it  was  given 
up,  as  above,  which,  as  he  remem- 
bered, was  about  twelve  years. 

I  /hewed  myielf  a  little  concerned 
and  uneafy  at  this  account,  and  en- 
quired of  the  old  captain,  how  it  came 
to  pafs,  that  the  truftees  fliould  thus 
difpofe  of  my  effects,  when  he  knew, 
that  I  had  made  my  will,  and  had 
made  him,  the  Portugueze  captain,  my 
univerfal  heir,  &c. 

He  told  me,  that  was  true  j  but 
that,  as  there  was  no  proof  of  my  be- 
ing dead,  he  could  not  aft  as  executor, 
until  fome  certain  account  fliould  come 
of  my  death  ;  and  thr.t,  befides,  he 
was  not  willing  to  intermeddle  with 
a  thing  fo  remote :  that  it  was  true,  he 
had  regiilered  my  will,  and  put  in  his 
claim  :  and  could  he  have  given  any 
account  of  my  being  dead  or  alive,  he 
would  have  acled  by  procuration,  and 
taken  poflefTion  of  the  ingenio,  (fo  they 
called  the  fugar-houfe)  and  had  given 
his  fon,  who  was  now  at  the  Brazils, 
order  to  do  it. 

'  But,*  fays  the  old  man,  '  I  have 
one  piece  of  news  to  tell  you,  which 
perhaps  may  not  be  fo  acceptable  to 
you  as  the  reft;  andlhat  is,  that  be- 
lieving you  were  lofi,  and  all  the 
woi  1  /b  alk',  your  part- 

ner and  truftees  did  otfer  to  account 
to  me  in  your  name,  for  fix  or 
of  the  firft  years  of  profits,  which  I 
received  ;     but  there    being    at 
timegrcat  difburfeme-ms  for  increasing 
the%  works,   building  an  ingenio,  and 
buying  (laves,  it  did  not  amount  fo 
'     « 
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near  fo  much  as  afterwards  it  pro- 
duced. However,'  lays  the  old  man, 
I  fhall  give  you  a  true  account  of 
what  I  have  received  in  all,  and  how 
I  have  difpofed  of  it.' 
After  a  few  days  farther  conference 
with  this  ancient  friend,  he  brought 
me  an  account  of  the  fix  firft  years  in- 
come of  my  plantation,  figned  by  my 
partner,  and  the  merchant's  truftees, 
being  always  delived  in  goods;  viz. 
tobacco  in  rolls,  and  fugar  in  chelts, 
befides  rum,  melaiTes,  &:.  which  is 
the  confequence  of  a  fugar- work ;  and 
I  found  by  this  account,  that  every 
year  the  income  confiderably  increafed  ; 
but,  as  above,  the  difburfement  being 
large,  the  fum  at  firft  was  fmall  :  how- 
ever, the  old  man  let  me  fee,  that  he 
was  debtor  to  me  four  hundred  and 
feventy  moidores  of  gold,  befides  fixty 
chefls  of  fugar,  and  fifteen  double  roils 
of  tobacco,  which  were  loft  in  his 
mip,  he  having  been  fhipwrecked  com- 
ing home  to  Lifbon,  about  eleven  years 
after  my  leaving  the  place. 

The  good  man  then  began  to  com- 
plain ot  his  misfortunes,  and  how  he 
had  been  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  my 
money  to  recover  his  loffcs,  and  buy 
him  a  fhare  in  a  new  fhip.  '  However, 
'  my  old  friend,'  fays  he,  *  you  mail 
'  riot  want  a  fupply  in  your  neceflity ; 
*  and  as  loon  as  my  fon  returns,  you 
«  fliall  be  fully  fatisfied.' 

Upon  this  he  pulls  out  an  old  pouch, 
and  gives  me  two  hundred  Portugal 
moidores  in  gold ;  and  giving  me  the 
writings  of  his  title  to  the  /hip  which 
his  fon  was  gone  to  the  Brazils  in,  of 
which  he  was  a  quarter-part  owner, 
and  his  fon  another,  he  puts  them 
both  in  my  hands  for  fecurity  of  the 
xeft. 

I  was  too  much  moved  with  the  ho- 
nefty  and  kindnefs  of  the  poor  man, 
to  be  able  to  bear  this  ;  and  remem- 
bering what  he  had  done  for  me  ;  how 
he  had  taken  me  up  at  lea,  and  how 
generoufly  he  had  ufed  me  on  all  oc- 
cafions,  and  particularly,  how  fincerea 
friend  he  was  now  to  me,  I  could  hardly 
refrain  weeping  at  what  he  faid  to  me  : 
therefore,  firft  I  afked  him  if  his  cir- 
cumftances  admitted  him  to  fpare  fo 
much  money  at  that  time,  and  if 
it  would  not  ftraiten  him.  He  told 
me  he  could  not  fay  but  it  might 
$raicen  him  a  little  j  but,  however, 
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it  was  my  money,  and  I  might  want 
it  more  than  he. 

Every  thing  the  good  man  faid  was 
full  of  affection,  and  I  could  hardly, 
retrain  from  tears  while  he  fpoke.  In 
fhort,  I  took  one  hundred  of  the  moi- 
dorcs,  and  called  for  a  pen  and  ink  to 
give  him  a  recc-ipt  for  them;  then  I 
returned  him  the  reft,  and  told  him, 
if  ever  I  had  poifcfiion  of  the  planta- 
tion, I  would  return  the  other  to  him 
alfo,  as  indeed  I  afterwards  did;  and 
that,  as  to  the  bill  of  fale  of  his  part 
in  his  ion's  mip,  I  would  not  take  it 
by  any  means  ;  but  that  if  I  wanted 
the  money,  I  found  he  was  honeft 
enough  to  pay  me;  and  if  I  did  not, 
but  came  to  receive  what  he  gave  me 
realbn  to  expeft,  I  would  never  have  a 
penny  more  from  him. 

When  this  was  pafled,  the  old  man 
began  to  afk  me  if  he  mould  put  me 
in  a  method  to  make  my  claim  to  my 
plantation.  I  told  him,  I  thought  to 
go  over  to  itmyfelf :  he  laid  I  might 
do  ib  if  I  pleafed ;  but  that  if  I 
did  not,  there  were  ways  enough  to 
fecure  my  right,  and  immediately 
to  appropriate  the  profits  to  my  life  ; 
and  as  there  were  mips  in  the  river  of 
Lifbon,  juft  ready  to  go  away  to  Bra- 
zij,  he  made  me  enter  my  name  in  a 
publick  regifter,  with  his  affidavit,  af- 
firming upon  oalh  that  I  was  alive, 
and  that  I  was  the  fame  perfon  who 
took  up  the  land  for  the  planting  the 
faid  plantation  at  firft. 

This  being  regularly  attefted  by  a 
notary,  and  a  procuration  affixed,  he 
directed  me  to  fend  it  with  a  letter  of 
his  writing,  to  a  merchant  of  his  ac- 
quaintance at  the  place  ;  and  then  pro- 
poled  my  ftaying  with  him  till  an  ac- 
count came  of  the  return. 

Never  any  thing  was  more  honour- 
able than  the  proceedings  upon  this 
procuration  ;  for  in  lei's  than  feven 
months  I  received  a  large  packet  from, 
the  furvivors  of  my  truftees,  the  mer- 
chants, for  whole  account  I  went  to 
lea,  in  which  were  the  following  par- 
ticular letters  and  papers  inclofed. 

Firft,  There  was  the  account  cur- 
rent of  the  produce  of  ruy  farm,  or 
plantation,  from  the  year  yvhen  their 
lathers  had  balanced  with  my  old  Por- 
tugal captain,  being  for  fix  years;  the 
balance  appeared  to  he  1474  moidores 
in  my  favour, 
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Secondly,  There  was  the  account  of 
four  years  more  while  they  kept  the 
effects  in  their  hands,  before  the  go- 
vernment claimed  the  admimUration, 
as  being  the  effects  of  a  perfon  not  to 
be  found,  which  they  call  civil  death  ; 
and  the  balance  of  this,  the  value  of 
the  plantation,  increafing,  amounted 
to  cruifadoes  which  made  three  thou-* 
fand  two  hundred  and  forty  one  moi- 
dores. 

Thirdly,  There  was  the  prior  of 
the  Augultines  account,  who  had  re- 
ceived the  profits  for  above  fourteen 
years;  but  not  being  able  to  account 
for  what  was  difpofed  to  the  hofpital, 
very  honeftly  declared  he  had  872  moi- 
dores not  dittributed,  which  he  ac- 
knowledged to  my  account.  As  to  the 
king's  parr,  that  refunded  nothing. 

There  was  alfo  a  letter  of  my  part- 
ner's, congratulating  me  very  affec- 
tionately upon  my  being  alive  ;  giving 
me  an  account  how  the  eltate  was  im- 
proved, and  xvhat  it  produced  a  year, 
with  a  particular  of  the  number  of 
iquares  or  acres  that  it  contained}  how 
planted  ;  how  many  (laves  there  were 
upon  it;  and  making  two  and  twenty 
crofles  for  bleffings,  told  me,  he  had 
faid  fo  many  Ave  Maria's  to  thank 
the  BlelTed  Virgin  that  I  was  alive  ;  in- 
viting me  very  paflionately  to  come 
over  and  take  poflefTion  of  my  own, 
and  in  the  mean  time  to  give  him  orders 
to  whom  he  mould  deliver  my  effecls, 
if  I  did  not  come  myfelf;  concluding 
with  an  hearty  tender  of  his  friendship, 
and  that  of  his  family  ;  and  fent  me, 
as  a  prefent,  (even  line  leopards  ikins, 
•which  he  had,  it  feems,  received  from 
Africa  by  fome  other  fhip  which  he 
had  lent  thither,  and  who,  it  feems, 
had  made  a  better  voyage  than  I.  He 
lent  me  alfo  five  chetts  of  excellent 
fweetmeats  ;  and  an  hundred  pieces  of 
gold  uncoined,  not  quite  fo  large  as 
moidores. 

By  the  fame  fleet  my  two  merchant- 
frultees  fhipped  me  one  thoulam!  two 
hundred  c  hefts  of  fugar,  eight  hundred 
rolls  of  tobacco,  and  the  ielt  of  the 
whole  account  in  gold. 

I  might  well  fay  now,  indeed,  that 
the  latter  end  of  Job  was  better  than 
the  beginning.  It  is  impoffible  to  ex- 
prefs  the  flutterings  of  my  very  heart, 
when  I  looked  over  thele  letters,  and 
eljpecially  when  I  found  all  my  wealth 


about  me;  for  as  the  Brazil  fhips  cnmc 
all  in  fleets,  the  fnme  fhip:,  which 
brought  mv  letters  brought  my  goods  ; 
and  the  effects  were  1;  Tagvis 

before  the  letter  came  to  my  hand  :  in 
a  word,  I  turned  pale,  and  grew  fick  ; 
and  had  not  the  old  man.  run  and 
fetched  me  a  cordial,  I  believe  the  fud- 
den  fnrprize  of  joy  had  overict  nature, 
and  I  had  died  upon  the  fpot. 

Nay,  after  that,  I  continued  very  ill, 
and  was  fo  fome  hours,  till  a  phyli- 
cian  being  fent  for,  and  Ibmething  of 
the  real  cauie  of  my  illneis  being 
known,  he  ordered  me  to  be  let  blood  j 
after  which  I  had  relief,  and  grew 
well  ;  but  I  verily  believe,  if  it  had 
not  been  eafed  by  the  vent  given  in 
that  manner  to  the  fpirits,  I  ftiould 
have  died. 

I  was  now  mailer,  all  on  a  fudden, 
of  above  50,000!.  iierling  in  money, 
and  had  an  t-ftate,  as  I  might  well  call 
it,  in  the  Brazils,  of  above  a  thou- 
fand  pounds  a  year,  as  fure  as  an 
eftate  of  lands  in  England  ;  and,  in  a 
word,  I  was  in  a  condition  which  I 
fcarce  knew  how  to  underftand,  or 
how  to  compofe  myfelf  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of. 

The  firft  thing  I  did,  was  to  recom- 
penfe  my  original  benefactor,  my  good 
old  captain,  who  had  been  fir  it  cha- 
ritable to  me  in  my  diftrefs,  kind  to 
me  in  the  beginning,  and  honed  to  me 
at  the  end.  I  mewed  him  all  that  was 
lent  me;  I  told  him  that,  next  to  the 
Providence  of  Heaven,  which  difpofes 
all  things,  it  was  owing  to  him  j  and 
that  it  now  Jay  in  me  to  reward  him» 
which  I  would  do  an  hundred-fold.  So- 
I  firft  returned  to  him  the  hundred 
moidores  I  had  received  of  him;  then 
I  lent  for  a  notary,  and  caufed  him  to 
draw  up  a  general  releafe  or  tii  (charge 
for  the  four  hundred  and  feventy  moi- 
dares  which  he  had  acknowledged  he 
owed  me,  in  the  fu licit  and  rirmell 
manner  polYible;  after  which,  I  cuufed 
a  proem ation  to  be  drawn,  impower- 
mg  him  to  be  my  leceivcr  ot  tlit 
annual  profits  of  my  pi;'.ntation,  and 
appointing  my  partner  to  account  to 
him,  and  make  tin-  it  turns  by  the 
iiiual  fleets  to  him  in  my  name;  and  a 
clauie  in  the  end,  being  a  £rant  of  one 
hundred  moidores  a  year  to  him  dur- 
ing his  life,  out  of  the:  eftlds ;  and 
fifty  moidores  a  year  to  his  ion  after 
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him,  For  his  life.  And  thus  I  requited 
my  old  m:m. 

I  was  now  to  confider  which  way  to 
fteer  my  courfe  next,  and  what  to  do 
with  the  eltate  that  Providence  had 
thus  put  into  my  li.-nds  j  and,  indeed, 
I  had  more  care  upon  my  head  now, 
than  I  had  in  my  lilent  ftate  of  lire  in 
the  ifland,  where  I  wanted  nothing  but 
what  I  had,  and  had  nothing  but  what 
I  wanted  ;  whereas  I  had  now  a  great 
charge  upon  me,  and  my  buiinefs  was 
how  to  lecure  it.  I  had  never  a  cave 
to  hide  my  money  in,  or  a  place  where 
it  might  lie  without  lock  or  key, 
till  it  grew  mouldy  and  tarnifhed  be- 
fore any  body  would  meddle  with  it: 
on  the  contrary,  I  knew  not  where  to 
put  it,  or  whom  to  fruit  with  it;  my 
old  patron,  the  captain,  indeed,  was 
honeft,  and  that  was  the  only  refuge  I 
had. 

In  the  next  place,  my  intereft  in  the 
Brazils  Teemed  to  i'ummon  me  thither  j 
but  now  I  could  not  tell  how  to  think 
of  going  thither  till  I  had  fettled  my 
affairs,  and  left  my  effects  in  fome 
fafe  hands  behind  me.  At  firit  I 
thought  of  my  old  friend  the  widow, 
who  I  knew  was  honeft,  and  would 
be  juft  to  me;  but  then  (he  was  in 
years,  and  but  poor,  and  for  aught  I 
knew,  might  be  in  debtj  fo  that,  in  a 
word,  I  had  no  way  but  to  go  back  to 
England  myfelf,  and  take  my  eftecls 
with  me. 

I  was  fome  months,  however,  be- 
fore I  refolved  upon  this  j  and  there- 
fore as  I  had  rewarded  the  old  captain 
fully,  and  to  fatisfaclion,  who  had  been 
my  former  benefactor  j  fo  I  began  to 
think  of  my  poor  widow,  whole  huf- 
band  had  been  my  firlt  benefactor,  and 
flie,  while  it  was  in  her  power,  my 
faithful  iteward  and  inltruclor  :  fo  the 
firft  thing  I  did,  I  got  a  merchant  in 
Liibon  to  write  to  his  corivfpondent 
in  London,  not  only  to  pay  a  bill,  but 
to  go  find  her  out,  and  carry  her  in 
money  a  hundred  pounds  from  me,  and 
to  talk  with  her,  and  comfort  her  in 
her  poverty,  by  telling  her,  fhe  fhould, 
if  I  lived,  have  a  fanner  lupply.  At 
the  fame  time  I  lent  my  two  lifters 
in  the  country,  each  of  them,  a  hun- 
dred pounds,  tney  being,  though  not 
in  want,  yet  not  in  very  good  circum- 
{tances ;  one  having  been  married  and 
left  a  widow,  and  the  wUi^r  having  a 


hufband  not  fo  kind  to  her  as  he  mould 
be. 

But  among  all  my  relations  or  ac- 
quaintances I  could  not  yet  pitch  upon 
one,  to  whom  I  durlt  commit  the  grofs 
of  my  ftock,  that  I  might  go  away  to 
the  Brazils,  and  leave  things  fafe  be- 
hind me;  and  this  greatly  perplexed 
me. 

I  had  once  a  mind  to  have  gone  to  the 
Brazils,  and  have  fettled  myfelf  there; 
for  I  was,  as  it  were,  naturalized  to 
the  place;  but  I  had  fome  little  icruple 
in  my  mind  about  religion,  which  in- 
fenfibly  drew  me  back,  of  which  I  (hall 
fay  more  prefently.  However,  it  wa* 
not  religion  that  kept  me  from  going 
thither  for  the  prefent :  and  as  I  had 
made  no  fcruple  of  being  openly  of  the 
religion  of  the  country,  all  the  while 
I  was  among  them,  fo  neither  did  I 
yet  j  only  that  now  and  then  having  of 
late  thought  more  of  it  than  former- 
ly, when  I  began  to  think  of  living 
and  dying  among  them,  I  began  to 
regret  my  having  profefTcd  myfelf  a 
Papift,  and  thought  it  might  not  be  the 
belt  religion  to  die  in. 

But,  as  I  havefaid,  this  was  not  the 
main  thing  that  kept  me  from  going  to 
the  Brazils,  but  that  really  I  did  not 
know  with  whom  to  leave  my  effects 
behind  mej  fo  I  refolved  at  laft  to  go 
to  England  with  them,  where,  if  I  ar- 
rived, I  concluded  I  fhould  make  fome 
acquaintance,  or  find  fome  relations, 
that  would  be  faithful  to  me;  and  ac- 
cordingly I  prepared  to  go  for  England 
with  all  my  wealth. 

In  order  to  prepare  things  for  my 
going  home,  I  firit  (the  Brazil  fleet 
being  juft  going  away)  refolved  to  give 
anfwers  fuitable  to  the  juft  and  faith- 
ful account  of  things  I  had  from 
thence  j  and  firft  to  the  Prior  of  St. 
Augultinelwrote  a  letter  full  of  thanks 
foe  his  juft  dealings,  and-  the  offer  of 
the  eight  hundred  and  feventy-two 
moidores,  which  were  undilpofed  of, 
which  I  defired  might  be  given,  five 
hundred  to  the  monaftery,  and  three 
hundred  and  feventy-two  to  the  poor, 
as  the  prior  fhould  direct,  deliring  the 
good  Cadres  prayers  lor  me,  and  the 
like. 

I  wrote  next  a  letter  of  thanks  to 
my  two  truitees,  with  all  the  acknow- 
ledgment that  fo  much  jultice  and  ho- 
nelfy  called  for.  As  for  fending  them 
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any  prefent,  they  were  far  above  hav- 
ing any  occafion  of  it. 

Laftly,  I  wrote  to  my  partner,  ac- 
knowledging his  induftry  in  tin-  im- 
proving the  plantation,  and  his  inte- 
grity in  increaling  the  (lock  of  the 
works,  giving  him  inftruftions  for  his 
future  government  of  my  part,  accord- 
ing to  the  powers  I  had  left  with  my 
old  patron,  to  whom  I  defired  him  to 
lend  whatever  became  due  to  me,  till 
he  mould  hear  from  me  more  particu- 
larly ;  afiuring  him,  that  it  was  my 
intention,  not  only  to  come  to  him, 
but  to  fettle  myfelf  there  for  the  re- 
mainder of  my  life.  To  this  I  added 
a  very  handfome  prefent  of  fome  Ita- 
lian filks  fcr  his  wife  and  two  daugh- 
ters, forftich  the  captain's  fon  inform- 
ed me  he  had  ;  with  two  pieces  of  fine 
Englifh  broad-cloth,  the  beft  I  could 
get  in  Lilbon,  five  pieces  of  black 
baize,  and  fome  Flanders  lace  of  a  good 
value. 

Having  thus  fettled  my  affairs,  fold 
my  cargo,  and  turned  all  my  tftccls 
into  good  bills  of  exchange,  my  next 
difficulty  was,  which  way  to  go  to 
England.  I  had  been  accuiiomed 
enough  to  the  lea,  and  yet  I  had  a 
Itrange  avcrfion  to  go  to  England  by 
fea  at  that  time;  and  though  I  could 
give  no  reafon  for  it,  yet  the  difficulty 
increafed  upon  me  fo  much,  that 
though  I  had  once  fhipped  my  baggage 
in  order  to  go,  yet  I  altered  my  mind, 
and  that  not  once,  but  two  or  three 
times. 

It  is  true,  I  had  been  very  unfor- 
tunate by  lea,  and  this  might  be  one 
of  the  reafon s;  but  let  no  man  flight 
the  ftrong  impulfes  ot  his  own  thoughts 
in  cafes  of  fuch  moment.  Two  of 
the  Ihips  which  I  had  fingled  out  to  go 
in,  I  mean,  more  particularly  fmglcd 
out  than  any  other  j  that  is  to  fay,  fo 
as  in  one  cf  them  to  put  my  things  on 
boaid,  and  in  the  other  to  have  agreed 
with  the  captain  j  I  fay,  two  of  thefe 
Ihips  miicairied,  viz.  one  was  taken 
by  the  Algerinet,  and  the  other  was 
can:  away  on  the  Start  near  Torhay, 
and  all  the  people  drowned  except 
threej  fo  that  in  either  cf  thole  vdlVIs 
I  had  been  made  miferablt,  and  in 
which  moft,  it  was  hard  u- 

Having  been  thus  haralltd  in  my 
thoughts,  my  old  pilot,  to  whom  I 
communicated  every  thing,  preflxd  me 


earncftly  not  to  go  by  feaj  but  either 
to  go  by  land  to  the  Groyne,  and  crofu 
over  the  Bay  of  Bifcay  to  Rochelle, 
from  whence  it  was  but  an  eafy  and 
fafe  journey  by  land  to  Paris,  and  fo  to 
Calais  and  Dover  j  or  to  go  up  to  Ma- 
drid, and  fo  all  the  way  by  land  through 
France. 

In  a  word,  I  was  fo  prepoflefTed 
againft  my  going  by  fea  at  all,  except 
from  Calais  to  Dover,  that  I  refolved 
to  travel  all  the  way  by  land:  which, 
as  I  was  not  in  hafte,  and  did  not  value 
the  charge,  was  by  much  the  plea- 
lanter  way;  and  to  make  it  more  fo, 
my  old  captain  brought  an  Englifli 
gentleman,  the  fon  of  a  merchant  in 
Lilbon,  who  was  willing  io  travel  with 
me.  After  which  we  picked  up  two 
who  were  Englifli  merchants  alfo,  and 
two  young  Portugueze  gentlemen,  the 
la  ft  going  to  Paris  only;  fo  that  we 
were  in  all  fix  of  us,  and  five  fervants, 
the  two  merchants,  and  the  two  Por- 
tugueze, contenting  themfelves  with 
one  fervant  between  two,  to  fave  the 
charge ;  and  as  for  me,  I  got  an  En- 
glifti  failor  to  travel  with  me  as  a  fer- 
vant, befides  my  man  Friday,  who  was 
too  much  a  ftranger  to  be  capable  of 
Aipplying  the  place  of  a  fervant  upon 
the  road. 

In  this  manner  I  fet  out  from  Li/bon; 
and  our  company  being  all  very  well 
mounted  and  armed,  we  made  a  little 
troop,  whereof  they  did  me  the  honour 
to  call  me  captain,  as  well  becaufe 
I  was  the  oldett  man,  as  becaufe  I  had 
two  fervants,  and  indeed  was  the  ori- 
ginal of  the  whoje  journey. 

As  I  have  troubled  you  with  none  of 
my  fea  journals,  fo  fliall  I  trouble  you 
with  none  of  my  land  journal  :  but 
fon;e  adventures  that  happened  to  us  in 
this  tedious  and  difficult  journey,  I 
mu ft  not  omit. 

When  we  cnme  to  Madrid,  we,  bi- 
ing  all  of  us  ftrangcrs  to  Spain,  were 
willing  to  ihy  fome  time  to  fee  the 
court  of  Spain,  and  to  fee  what  was 
worth  obferving  j  but  it  being  the  latter 
part  of  ihe  dimmer,  we  haltened  away, 
and  fct  out  from  Madrid  about  the 
middle  of  October.  But  when  we 
came  to  the  edge  of  Navarre,  we  were 
alarmed  at  feveral  towns  on  the  wayt 
with  an  account  that  lo  much  fnow 
was  fallen  on  the  Ticnch  fide  of  the 
mountains,  that  feveral  travellers  were 
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obliged  to  come  back  to  Pampeluna, 
after  having  attempted,  at  an  extreme 
hazard,  to  pafs  on. 

When  we  came  to  Pampeluna  itfelf, 
we  found  it  fo  indeed ;  and  to  me  that 
had  been  always  ufed  to  an  hot  cli- 
mate, and  indeed  to  countries  where 
we  could  fcarce  bear  any  cloaths  on, 
the  cold  was  unfufferable;  nor,  in- 
deed, was  it  more  painful  than  it  was 
furprizirig,  to  come  but  ten  days  before 
cut  of  the  Old  Caftile,  where  the  wea- 
ther was  not  only  warm,  but  very  hot ; 
and  immediately  to  feel  a  wind  from 
the  Pyrenean  mountains,  fo  very  keen, 
f»  feverely  cold,  as  to  be  intolerable, 
and  to  endanger  benumbing  and  perifh- 
ing  of  our  fingers  and  toes,  was  very 
ftrange. 

Poor  Friday  was  really  frighted 
when  he  faw  the  mountains  all  covered 
with  fnow,  and  felt  cold  weather  which 
.he  had  never  feen  or  felt  before  in  his 
life. 

To  mend  the  matter,  after  we  came 
to  Pampeluna,  it  continued  fnowing 
with  fo  much  violence,  and  fo  long, 
that  the  people  faid,  l  Winter  was 
'  come  before  it's  time  j'  and  the  roads, 
which  were  difficult  before,  were  now 
quite  impaiTable  :  in  a  word,  the  fnow 
lay  in  fome  places  too  thick  for  us  to 
travel  j  and  being  not  hard  frozen,  as 
is  the  cafe  in  Northern  countries,  there 
was  no  going  without  being  in  danger 
of  being  buried  alive  every  ftep.  We 
ftaid  no  lefs  than  twenty  days  at  Pam- 
peluna ;  when  (feing  the  winter  coming 
on,  and  no  likelihood  of  it's  being 
better,  for  it  was  the  fevereft  winter  all 
over  Europe  that  had  been  known  in 
many  years)  I  propofed  that  we  mould 
all  go  away  to  Fontarabia,  and  there 
take  (hipping  for  Bourdeaux,  which 
was  a  very  little  voyage. 

But  while  we  were  confidering  this, 
there  came  in  four  French  gentlemen, 
who,  having  been  (topped  on  the 
French  fide  of  the  pafTes,  as  we  were 
on  the  Spanifh,  had  found  out  a  guide, 
who,  traverfing  the  country  near  the 
head  of  Languedoc,  had  brought  them 
over  the  mountains  by  fuch  ways,  that 
they  were  not  much  incommoded  with 
the  fnowj  and  where  they  met  with 
fnow  in  any  quantity,  they  faid  it  was 
frozen  hard  enough  to  bear  them  and 
their  horfes. 

We  fent  for  this  guide,  who  told  us, 
he  would  undertake  to  carry  us  the 


fame  way,  with  no  hazard  from  the 
fnow,  provided  we  were  armed  fuffi- 
ciently  to  protecl  us  from  wild  beafts  j 
for,  he  (aid,  upon  thefe  great  fnows, 
it  was  frequent  for  fome  wolves  to 
(hew  themfelves  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains,  being  made  ravenous  for 
want  of  food,  the  ground  being  cover- 
ed with  fnow.  We  told  him  we  were 
well  enough  prepared  for  fuch  crea- 
tures as  they  were,  if  he  would  inlure 
us  from  a  kind  of  two-legged  wolves, 
which  we  were  told  we  were  in  moff. 
danger  from,  efpecially  on  the  French 
fide  of  the  mountains. 

He  fatisfied  us  that  there  was  no 
danger  of  that  kind  in  the  way  that  we 
were  to  go :  fo  we  readily  agreed  to 
follow  him;  as  did  alfo  twelve  other 
gentlemen,  with  their  fervants,  fome 
French,  foms  Spanim,  whs,  as  I  faid, 
had  attempted  to  go,  and  were  obliged 
to  come  back  again. 

Accordingly  we  all  fet  out  from 
Pampeluna,  with  our  guide,  on  the 
1 5th  of  November  j  and,  indeed,  I 
was  furprized,  when,  in'tead  of  going 
forward,  he  came  direclly  back  with 
us,  on  the  fame  road  that  we  came 
from  Madrid,  above  twenty  miles  j 
when  having  pafled  two  rivers, and  come 
into  the  plain  country,  we  found  our- 
felves  in  a  warm  climate  again,  where 
the  country  was  pleafant,  and  no 
fnow  to  be  feen;  but,  on  a  fudden, 
turning  to  the  left,  he  approached  the 
mountains  another  way;  and  though 
it  is  true,  the  hills  and  the  precipices 
looked  dreadfully,  yet  he  made  fo 
many  tours,  fuch  meanders,  and  led 
us  by  fuch  winding  ways,  we  infen- 
fibly  pafled  the  height  of  the  moun- 
tains, without  being  much  incumber- 
ed  with  the  fnow  ;  and  all  on  afuddea 
he  (hewed  us  the  pleafant  fruitful  pro- 
vinces of  Languedoc  and  Gafcoigne, 
all  green  and  douriming  ;  though,  in- 
deed, they  were  at  a  great  distance, 
and  we  had  fome  rough  way  to  pafs 
yet. 

We  were  a  little  uneafy  however, 
when  we  found  it  fnowed  one  whole 
day  and  a  night,  fo  faft,  that  we  could 
not  travel  ;  but  he  bid  us  be  eafy,  we 
mould  foon  be  paft  it  all.  We  found, 
indeed,  that  we  b-gan  to  defcend  every 
day,  and  to  come  more  north-  thaa 
before;  and  fo,  depending  upon  our 
guide,  we  went  on. 

It  was  about  two  hours  before  night, 
when 
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when  our  guide  being  fomething  be- 
fore us,  and  not  jult  in  fight,  out 
ruflied  three  monltrous  wolves,  and 
after  them  a  bear,  out  of  a  hollow  way, 
adjoining  to  a  thick  wood  ;  two  of  the 
wolves  flew  upon  the  guide;  anil  had 
lie  been  half  a  mile  before  us,  he  had 
been  devoured  indeed,  before  we  could 
have  helped  him.  One  of  them  f aliened 
upon  his  hcrfe,  and  the  other  attacked 
the  man,  with  that  violence,  that  he 
bad  not  time,  or  not  prefeilce  of  mind 
enough, to  draw  his  piitol,  but  hallooed 
and  cried  out  to  us  molt  iultilyj  my 
man  Friday  being  next  to  me,  I  bid 
him  ride  up,  and  fee  what  was  the 
matter.  As  foon  as  Friday  came  in 
light  of  the  man,  he  hallooed  as  loud 
as  the  other,  «  O  mailer  !  O  mailer !' 
But,  like  a  bold  fellow,  rode  directly 
up  to  the  man,  and  with  his  piftol 
fhot  the  wolf  that  attacked  him  into 
the  head. 

It  was  happy  for  the  poor  man,  that 
it  was  my  man  Friday  ;  for  he,  hav- 
ing been  ufird  to  that  kind  of  creature 
in  his  country,  had  no  fear  upon  him, 
but  went  up  clofe  to  him,  and  (hot 
him,  as  above ;  whereas  any  of  us 
would  have  fired  at  a  farther  diftance, 
and  have,  perhaps,  either  mificd  the 
wolf,  or  endangered  ftrootingihe  m^n. 

But  it  was  enough  to  have  terrified 
a  bolder  man  than  I  ;  and  indeed  it 
alarmed  all  our  company,  when,  with 
the  noife  of  Friday's  piltol,  we  heard 
on  both  fides  the  difmalleft  howllngs 
of  wolves,  and  the  noife  redoubled  by 
the  echo  of  the  mountains,  that  it  was 
to  us  as  if  there  had  been  a  prodi- 
gious multitude  of  them  ;  and  per- 
haps, indeed,  there  was  not  fuch  a 
lew,  as  that  we  had  no  caufe  of  ap- 
prehenfions. 

However,  as  Friday  had  killed  tins 
wolf,  the  other,  that  had  fattened  up- 
on the  horff,  left  him  immediately, 
and  fled,  having  happily  fa  ft  en  ed  up- 
on his  head,  where  the  bofles  of  the 
bridle  had  ihick  in  his  teeth,  fo  that 
he  had  not  done  him  much  hurt :  the 
man,  indeed,  was  moft  hurt ;  for  the 
raipiig  creature  h.ul  bit  him  twice, 
once  on  the  arm,  and  the  other  time 
a  little  above  his  knee;  and  he  was 
ju(l  n*  it  were  tumbling  down  by  tl.e 
difoiu.r  of  the  hoi  k-^flkeri  Fii«.l;iy 
came  up  nnd  (hot  the  ^E 

It  is  ealy  to  1'upj/ofeT  thn'.  at  the 
noife  of  Friday's  pilcol,  we  all  mended 


our  pace,  and  rid  up  as  faft  as  the  w 
(which  was  very  difficult)  would  give 
us  leave,  to  fee  what  was  the  matter  : 
as  foon  as  we  came  clear  of  the  trees, 
which  blinded  us  before,  we  law  plainly 
what  had  been  the  cafe,  and  how  Friday 
had  di (engaged  the  poor  guide  5  though: 
we  did  not  prdently  difcern  what  kind 
of  creature  it  was  he  had  killed. 

But  never  was  a  fight  managed  fci 
hardily,  and  in  fuch  a  furprizing  man- 
ner, as  that  which  followed  between 
Friday  and  the  bear,  which  gave  us  all 
(though  at  firft  we  were  lurprized  and 
afraid  for  him)  the  greateft  diversion 
imaginable.  As  the  bear  is  a  heavy, 
clumfy  creature,  and  does  not  gallop 
as  the  wolf  does,  which  is  fwitt  and 
light,  fo  he  has  two  particular  quali- 
ties, which  generally  are  the  rule  of 
his  nations  :  firft,  as  to  men,  who  are 
not  his  proper  prey ;  I  fay,  not  his 
proper  prey,  though  I  cannot  fay  what 
exceffive  hunger  might  do,  which  was 
now  their  cafe,  the  ground  being  all 
covered  with  fnow  ;  yet,  as  to  men, 
he  does  not  ufually  attempt  them,  un- 
kfs  they  firft  attack  him  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, if  you  meet  him  in  the  woods, 
though  it  you  o!o  not  meddle  with  him, 
he  won't  meddle  with  you  ;  yet,  then, 
you  mu(l  take  cure  to  be  very  civil  to 
him,  anil  give  him  the  road  ;  for  he  is 
a  very  nice  gentleman,  he  won't  go  a 
ftep  out  of  the  way  for  a  prince  ;  n;u  , 
if  you  are  really  afraid,  your  belf  way 
is  to  look  another  way,  and  keep  go- 
ing on  ;  for  fometimes,  if  you  (top, 
and  itand  Itill,  and  look  (ledfaltly  at 
him,  he  takes  it  for  an  affront;  but 
if  you  throw  or  tofs  any  thing  at  him, 
ami  it  hits  him,  though  it  were  but  a 
bit  of  Itick  as  big  as" your  finger,  he 
takes  it  for  an  affront,  and  lets  all 
other  bufmefs  afide  to  purfue  his  re- 
venge; for  he  will  have  fatisfa&ioti  in 
point  of  honour  ;  and  this  is  his  firft 
quality  :  the  next  is,  that  if  he  be  once 
affronted,  ho  will  never  leave  you  ni^;ht 
or  d'iy,  till  he  has  ' 
follow  at  a  good  round  rate  till  he 
overtakes  you. 

My   mau   Fiiday   find  delivered  ouf 
guide,  and  when  we  came  up  to  him,  he 
was  helping  him  off  from  his  horle  ;  for 
the  man  w.is  both  hurt  and  In 
and  indeed  the  lalt  mo:  c  (Inn  tl: 
when,  on  a  fuddcn,  we  Jpiid  il- 
come  out  of  the  wood,  and  a  valt  mcn- 
itrous  one  it  was,  the  biggcft  by  far' 

that 
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tfcit  ever  I  faw.  We  were  all  a  little 
furprized  when  we  law  him  ;  but  when 
Friday  faw  him,  it  was  eafy  to  fee  joy 
and  courage  in  the  fellow's  counte- 
nance: <O!  01  CM'  fays  Friday, 
three  times,  pointing  to  him,  «  O  ma- 
«  Her!  you  give  me  te  leave,  me 

<  fhakee  te  hand  with  him,  me  makee 

<  you  good  laugh/ 

I  was  furprized  to  fee  the  fellow  fo 
pleafed.    «  You  fool  you,'  faid  I,  «  he 

*  will  eat  you  up.'  —  *  Eatee  me  up! 
«  eatee  me  up  !'    fays    Friday    twice 
over  again  ;  *  Me  eatee  him  up  ;  me 
'  makee  you  good  laugh;  you  all  Itay 

*  here,  me  fhew  you  good  laugh.'    So 
down  he  fits,  and  gets  his  boots  off  in 
a  moment,  and  put  on  a  pair  of  pumps, 
(as  we  call  the  flat  ihoes  they  wear) 
and  which  he  had  in  his  pocket,  gives 
my  other  fervant  his  horfe,  and,  with 
his  gun,  away  he  flew,  fwift  like  the 
wind. 

The  bear  was  walking  foftly  on, 
and  offered  to  meddle  with  nobody, 
till  Friday,  coming  pretty  near,  calls 
to  him,  as  if  the  bear  could  under- 
ftand  him.  '  Hark  ye,  hark  ye,1  fays 
Friday,  «  me  fpeakee  wit  you.1  We 
followed  at  a  diftance;  for  now  being 
come  down  to  the  Galcoigne  fide  of 
the  mountains,  we  were  .entered  a  vaft 
great  foreft,  where  the  country  was 
pluin,  and  pretty  open,  though  many 
trees  in  it  fcattered  here  and  there. 

Friday,  who  had^  as  we  fay,  the 
"heels  of  the  bear,  came  up  with  him 
quickly,  and  takes  up  a  great  ftone, 
and  throws  at  him,  and  hit  him  jult 
on  the  head  j  but  did  him  no  more 
harm  than  if  he  had  thrown  it  againft 
a  wall :  but  it  anfwered  Friday's  end  j 
for  the  rogue  was  fo  void  of  fear,  that 
he  did  it  purely  to  make  the  bear  fol- 
Jow  him,  and  mew  us  fome  laugh,  a$ 
tie  called  it. 

As  foon  as  the  bear  felt  the  ftone, 
and  faw  him,  he  turns  about,  and 
comes  after  him,  taking  devilifh  long 
ftrid£s,  and  fliuffling  along  at  a  ftrarige 
rate,  fo  as  would  put  a  horfe  to  a 
middling  gallop  5  away  runs  Friday, 
and  takes  his  courfe  as  if  he  ran  to- 
wards us  for  help;  fo  we  all  refolved 
to  fire  at  once  upon  the  bear,  and  de- 
liver my  man  ;  though  I  was  angry 
at  him  heartily  for  bringing  the  bear 
back  upon  us,  when  he  was  going  a- 
feout  his  own  bufmefs  another  wayj 
and  efpecially  I  was  angry  that  he  hac( 


turned  the  beir  upon  u?,  and  then  run 
away;  and  I  called  our,  <  You  dog,* 
faid  I,  'is  this  your  making  us  laugh? 
*  Come  away,  and  take  your  horfe, 
'  that  we  may  (hoot  the  creature.'  He 
hears  me,  and  cries  out,  '  No  fhoot, 
1  no  (hoot ;  ftand  ftill,  you  get  much 
'  laugh  T  and  as  the  nimble  creature 
ran  two  feet  for  the  bead's  one,  he 
turned  on  a  fudden,  on  one  ude  of  us, 
and  feeing  a  great  oak  tree,  fit  for  his 
purpofe,  he  beckoned  us  to  follow, 
and  doubling  his  pace,  he  gets  nim- 
bly up  the  tree,  laying  his  gun  down 
upon  the  ground,  at  about  five  or  fix 
yards  from  the  bottom  of  the  tree. 

The  bear  foon  came  to  the  tree, 
and  we  followed  at  a  diftance;  the 
firft  thing  he  did,  he  ftopt  at  the  gun, 
fmelt  to  it,  but  let  it  lie,  and  up  he 
fcrambles  into  the  tree,  climbing  like 
a  cat,  though  fo  monftroufly  heavy. 
I  was  amazed  at  the  folly,  as  I  thought 
it,  of  my  man,  and  could  not  for  my 
life  fee  any  thing  to  laugh  at  yet,  till, 
feeing  the  bear  get  up  the  tree,  we  all 
rode  nearer  to  him. 

When  we  came  to  the   tree,  there 
was  Friday  got  out  to  the  fmall  part  of 
a  large  limb  of  the  tree,  and  the  bear* 
got  about  half  way  to  him.     As  ibcrt 
as  the  bear  got  out  to  that  part  where 
the  limb  of  the  tree  was  weaker,  '  Ha,' 
fays  he  to  us,  *  now  you  fee  me  teachee 
'  the  bear  dance  !'  So  he  falls  a  jump- 
ing, and  making  the  bough,  at  whick 
the  bear  began  to  totter,  but  ftood  #511, 
and  began  to  look  behind  him,  to  fee 
how  he  mould  get  back  ;  then,  indeed, 
we  did  laugh  heartily.  But  Friday  had 
not  done  with  him  by  a  great  deal. 
When  he  fees  him  ftand  ftili,  he  calls 
out  to  him  again,  as  if  he  had  fup- 
pofed  the  bear  could   fpeak  Englifih. 
*  What,  you  come  no  farther  ?  Pray 
'  you  come  farther!'  So  he  left  jump- 
ing and  making  the  bough  ;  and  the 
bear,  juft  as  if  he  underftood  what  he 
faid,  dicl  come   a  little  farther  ;  then 
he  fell  a  jumping  again1,  and  the  bear 
flopped  again. 

We  thought  now  was  a  good  time 
to  knock  him  on  the  head,  and  called 
to  Friday  to  ftand  ftill,  and  we  would 
flioot  the  bear  5  but  he  cried  out  ear* 
neftly,  '  O  pray  !  O  pray  1  no  moot  j 
'  me  moot  by  and  then  I'  he  would 
have  faid,  *  by  and  by.'  However,  to 
fliorten  the  ftory,  Friday  danced  fo 
much,  and  the  bear  ftood  fo  ticklifli, 
T  that 
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that  we  had  laughing  enough  indeed, 
but  Ail  I  couh}  not  imagine  what  the 
fellow  would, do  ;  fpr  firlt  we  thought 
he  depended  upon  making  the  bear  off; 
and  \ve  found  the  bear  was  too  cun- 
nino  for  that. too 5  for  he  would  not 
get  out  far  enough  to  be  thrown  down, 
but  clings  fait  with  his  great  broad 
claws  and  feet,  fo  that  we  could  not 
imagine  what  would  be  the  end  of  it, 
and  where  the  jeft  would  be  at  laft. 

But  Friday  put  us  out  of  doubt 
quickly  ;  for  feeing  the  bear  cling  faft 
to  the  bough,  and  that  he  would  not 
be  perfuaded  to  come  any  farther  j 
«  Well,  well/  faid  Friday,  «  you  no 

*  come  'farther,  me  go,  me  go  ;  you 
<  no  come  to  me,  me  come  to  you.' 
And  upon  this  he  goes  out  to  the  fmall- 
e(t  end  of  the  bough,  where  it  mould 
bend  with  his  weight,  and  gently  lets 
liimfelf  down  by  it,  fliding  down  the 
bou^h,  till  he  came   near  enough  to 
]urnp  down  on  his  feet,  and  away  he 
ran  to  his  gun,  takes  it  up,  and  tfands 
&ill. 

«  Well/  faid  I  to  him,  <  Friday,  what; 

*  will  you  do  now?     Why  don't  you 

*  fhoot  him  ?'—  '  No  moot,'  fays  Fri- 
day, '  noyctj  me  moot  now,  me  no  kill: 
f  me  ftay,  give  you  one  more  laugh.' 
And  m<iee,d  fo  he  did,  -as  you  wil}  fee 
prefently  5  for  when  the  bear  faw  his 
enemy  gone,  he  comes  back  from  the 
bough    where    he    flood,    but   did  'it 
mighty  leifurelyj  looking  behind  him 
every  itep,  and  coming  backward  till 
lie  got  into  the  body  of  the  tree  :  then, 
•with  the  fame  hinder  end  foremofl,  he 
came  down  the  tree,  grafping  it  with 
his  claws,  and  moving  one  foot  at  a 

ieifurdy  j  at  this  juncture, 
•:ore  he  could  fet  his  hind 
feet  upon  the 'ground,  Friday  ftepped 
clofe  to  him,  clapped  the  muzzle  of  his 
piece  into  his  ear,  and  mot  him  dead 
as  a  Hone. 

Then  the  rogue  turned  about,  to  fee 
if  we. did  not  laugh  ;  and  when  he  law 
we  were  plcafcd  by  our  looks,  he  falls 
a  laughing  himfdf  very  loud.  *  So 

*  we  kill   bear  in  my  country,'    fays 
Friday.     *  So  you  kill  them,'  laid  I  ; 
'  why,  you  have  no  guns.' — 'No,' lays 
he,  «  np  guns,  but  fhoot  great  much 
'  lonp;  airow.' 

This  was,  .indeed,  a  good  diver/ion 
to  us  ;  but  we  were  (till  in  a  wild  place, 
ami  our  guide  very  much  hurt,  and 
what  to  do  we  hardly  knew  j  the  howl- 


ing of  wolves  ran  much  in  my  bead  ; 
and,  indeed,.  e.xcept  the  noii'e    I  once 

<m  the  fliore  of  Africa, ./of  v. 
I  have  laid  fomethuig  already,.  I  i 
heard  any  thing  that  filled  me  with  ib 
much  horror. 

Thefe  things,  nnd  the  approach  of 
night,  called  .us  oft',  orelfe,  as  Friday 
would  have  had  us,  we  mould  cer- 
tainly have  taken  the  fkin  of  this  mon- 
ftrous  creature  off,  which  was  worth 
faving  ;  but  we  had  three  leagues  to 
go,  and  our  guide  haftened  us  j  fo  we  ' 
left  him,  and  went  forward  on  our 
journey. 

The  ground  was  ftill  covered  with 
fnow,  though  not  fo  deep  and  dan-, 
gerous  as  on  the  mountains  ;  and  the 
ravenous  creatures,  as  we  heard  after- 
wards, were  come  down  into  the  fo-- 
reft,  and  plain  country,  prelTed  by 
hunger,  to  leek  for  food  ;  and  had 
done  a  great  deal  of  mifchief  in  the 
villages,  where  they  furprized  the 
country  people,  killed  a  great  many  of 
their  fheep  and  nodes,  and  ibme  pea-. 
pie  too. 

We  had  one  dangerous  place  to  pafs, 
of  which  our  guide  told  us,  if  there 
were  any  more  wolves  in  the  country, 
we  mould  find  them  there j  and  this 
was  a  fmall  plain,  furrounded  with 
woods  on  every  fnle,  and  a  long  nar- 
row defile  or  lane,  which  we  were  to 
pafs  to  get  thro.ugh  the  wc«>d,  and 
then  we  mould  come  to  the  village 
where  we  were-  to  lodge. 

It  was  within  half  an  hour  of  fun«&t 
when  we  entered  the  firft  wood  ;  and 
a  little  after  fun-fet  when  we  came 
into  the  plain.  •  We  met  with  nothing 
in  the  firlt  wood,  except  that  in  a  little 
plain  wiirjin  the  wood,  which  was  not 
aboye  two  fuv longs  over,  we  faw  .five 
great  wolves  crofs  the  road,  full  fpeed 
one  after  another,  as  if  they  had  been 
in  chace  of  fome  prey,  nnd  had  it  in 
view  j  they  took  no  notice  of  us,  and 
were  gone  and  out  of  our  fight  in  a 
few  moments. 

Upon  this,  our  guide,  who,  by  the 
way,  was  a  wretched  faint-hearted  fel- 
low, badd  us  keep  in  a  ready  pou*ure, 
for  he  believed  there  were  more  wolves 
a  con; 

We  kept  our  arms  ready,  and  our 
eyes  about  us  ;  but  we  faw  no  more 
wolves  till  we  came  through  that  wood, 
wh'di  was  near  half  a  league,  and  en- 
tered the  plain.  As  focn  as  we  came 
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Into  the  plain,  we-had  occafion  enough 
to  look  about, us.  The  firlt  object  we 
met  with,  was  a  dead  horfe;  that  is 
to  fay,  a  poor  horfe  which  the  wolves 
had  killed,  and  at  leaft  a  dozen  of 
them  at  work;  we  could  not  fay  eat- 
ing of  him,  but  picking  of  his  bones 
rather,  for  they  had  eaten  up  all  the 
-flefh  before. 

We  did  not  think  fit  to  difturb  them 
at  their  feait,  neither  *did  they 'take 
much  notice  of  us.  Friday  would  have 
let  fly  at  .them,  but  I  would  not  fuffer 
him  by  any  means  ;  for  I  found  we 
were  like  to  have  more  bufinefs  upon 
our  hands  than  we  were  aware  of. 
'We  were  not  half  gone  over  the  plain, 
but  we  began  to  hear  the  v/olves  howl 
in  the  wood,  on  our  left,  in  a  fright- 
ful manner;  and  prefently  after  we 
/aw  about  a  hundred  coming  on  di- 
re£Uy  towards  us,  all  in  a  body,  and 
jmoft  of  them  in  a  line,  as  regularly 
as  an  army  drawn  up  by  experienced 
officers.  I  fcarce  knew  in  what  man- 
ner to  receive  them ;  but  found,  to 
draw  ourfelves  in  a  clofe,  line,  was 
the  only  way  :  fo  we  formed  in  a  mo- 
ment}-but,  that  we  might  not  have 
too  much  interval,  I  ordered,  that  only 
every  otsher  man  mould  fire ;  and  that 
the  other^  who  had  not  fired,  mould 
Hand  read^to  give  them  a  fecond  vol- 
ley immediately,  if  they  continued  to 
advance  upon  us ;  and  that  then  thofe 
who  had  fired  at  firft,  Ihould  not  pre- 
tend to  load  their  fufils  again,  but 
ftand  ready,  with  .every  one  a  piftol5; 
for  we  were  all  armed  with  a  Fuiil, 
and  a  pair  of  piftols:  each  man  j  fo 
•we  were,  by  this  method,  able  to  fire 
£x  volleys,  half  of  us  at  a  time.  How- 
ever, at  prefent,  we  had  no  neceffity  ; 
for,  upon  firing  the  firft  volley,  the  ene- 
my made  a  full  flop,  being  terrified,  as 
well  with  the  noife,  as  with  the  fire  : 
four  of  them,  being  mot  in  the  head, 
dropped  ;  feveral  others  were  wound- 
ed, and  went  bleeding  off,  as  we  could 
fee  by  thefnow.  I-found  they  flopped, 
but  did  not  immediately  retreat;  where- 
upon, remembering  that  I  had  been 
told,  that  the  fiercell  creatures  were 
terrified  at  the  voice  of  a  man,  I  caufed 
all  our  company  to  halloo  as  loud  as 
we  could  j  and  I  found  the  notion  not 
altogether  miflaken  ;  for,  upon  our 
Ihout,  they  began  to  retire,  and  turn 
about ;  then  I  ordered  a  fecond  volley 
to  b-e  Jii-ed  in  their  rear,  which  put 


them  to  the  gallop,  and  away  they 
went  to  the  woods. 

This  gave  us  leifure  to  charge  ouc 
pieces  again  ;  and,  that  we  might  loi'e 
no  time,  we  kept  doing  $  but  we  had 
but  little  more  than  loaded  our  fufiisj 
and  put  ourfelves  into  a  readii,efs, 
when  we  heard  a  terrible  noife  in  the 
fame  wood  on  our  left ;  only  that  it 
was  farther  onward  the  fame  way  we 
were  to  go. 

The  night  was  coming  on,  and  the 
night  began  to  be  dufky,  which  made 
it  the  worfe  on  our  fide  ;  but,  the 
noife  increafing,  we  could  eafiiy  per- 
ceive that  it  was  the  howling  and  yell- 
ing of  thofe  hellifli  creatures  ;  and,  on. 
a  fudden,  we  perceived  two  or  three 
troops  of  wolves,  one  on  our  left,  one 
behind  us,  and  one  on  our  front;  fo 
that  we  Teemed  to  be  furrounded  with 
them  3  however,,  as  they  did  not  fall 
upon  us,  we  kept  our  way  forward, 
as  fafl  as  we  could  make  our  horfes  go, 
which,  the  way  being  very  rough,  wa£ 
only  a  good  large  trot;  and  in  this 
manner  we  only  came  in  view  of  th« 
entrance  of  the  wood,  through  which 
we  were  to  pafs,  at  the  farther  fide  of 
the  plain  ;  but  we  were  greasy  fur- 
prized,  when,  coming  near  the  lane, 
or  pals,  we  faw  a  confufed  number 
of  wolves  (landing  juft  at  the  en- 
trance. 

On  a  fudden,  at  another  opening  of 
the  wood,  we  heard  the  noife  of  a  gun ; 
and,  looking  that  way,  out  rumed  a 
horfe,  with  a  laddie  and  a  bridle  on 
him,  flying  like  the  wind,  and  iixteea 
or  feventeen  wolves  after  him,  full 
fpeed  ;  indeed  the  horfe  had  the  heels 
of  them  ;  but,  as  we  fuppofed  that  h« 
could  not  hold  it  at  that  rate,  v»e 
doubted  not  but  they  would  get  up 
with  him  at  laft  ;  and  no  queftion  but 
they  did; 

Here  we  had  a  mod  horrible  fight » 
for,  riding  up  to  the  entrance  where 
the  horfe  came  out;  we  found  the 
carcafe  of  another  horfe,  and  of  tw<* 
men,  devoured  by  thefe  ravenous  crea- 
tures, and  one  of  the  men  was,  no 
doubt,  the  fame  whom  we  heard  fire 
the  gun  ;  for  there  lay  a  gun  jult 
by  him  fired  off;  but,  as  to  the  man, 
his  head,  and  the  upper  part  of  his 
body,  were  eaten  up. 

This  filled  us  wirh  horror,  and  \v* 

knew  not  what  courfe  to  take  ;  but  the 

creatures  refoived  u?  loon  j    for  they 

T  2  gathered 
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gathered  about  us  prefemiy,  in  hopes 
cf  prey;  and  I  verily  believe  there 
were  three  hundred  of  them.  It  hap- 
pened, very  much  to  our  advantage, 
that  at  the  en  tram  ce  into  the  wood,  but 
a  little  v.v.y  from  it,  there  lay  fome 
large  timber-trees,  which  had  been, 
cut  down  the  fummer  before,  and  I 
fuppofe  lay  there  for  carriage.  I  drew 
my  little  troop  in  among  thefe  trees; 
and  placing  ourfdves  in  a  line  behind 
one  large  tree,  I  advifed  them  all  to 
alight,  and,  keeping  that  tree  before 
«s,  for  a  breall-work,  to  ftand  in  a 
Viangle,  or  three  fronts,  inclofmg  our 
hotfes  in  the  centre. 

We  did  fo,  and  it  was  well  we  did; 
for  never  was  a  more  furious  charge 
than  the  creatures  made  upon  us  in 
this  place :  they  came  on  us  with  a 
growling  kind  of  a  noile,  and  mount- 
ed the  piece  of  timber,  (which,  as  I 
faid,  was  our  brea(t-work)  as  if  they 
were  only  rufmng  upon  their  prey  ; 
and  this  fury  of  theirs,  it  feems,  was 
principally  occaftoned  by  their  feeing 
cur  horfes  behind  us,  which  was  the 
prey  they  aimed  at.  I  ordered  our 
men  to  fire  as  before,  every  other  man; 
and  they  took  their  aim  fo  lure,  that 
indeed  they  killed  lev  era  1  of  the  wolves 
at  the  firft  volley  ;  but  there  was  a  ne- 
cefTity  to  keep  a  continual  firing,  for 
they  came  on  like  devils,  thofe  behind 
pu  filing  on  thofe  before. 

When  we  had  fired  our  fecond  vol- 
ley of  our  fufils,  we  thought  they 
flopped  a  little,  and  I  hoped  they 
•would  have  gone  off;  but  it  was  but 
a  moment,  for  others  came  forward 
again  ;  fo  we  fired  our  volleys  of  our 
piftols ;  and  I  believe  in  thefe  four 
firings,  we  killed  feventeen  or  eighteen 
of  them,  and  lamed  twice  as  many  } 
yet  they  came  on  again. 

I  was  loth  to  fpend  our  laft  (hot  too 
haftily ;  fo  I  called  my  fervant,  not 
my  man  Friday,  for  he  was  better 
employed  ;  for,  with  the  greateft  dex- 
terity imaginable,  he  charged  my  fu- 
fil,  and  his  own,  while  we  were  en- 
gaged ;  but,  as  I  faid,  I  called  my 
ether  man,  and  giving  him  a  horn  of 
powder,  I  bade  him  lay  a  train  all 
along  the  piece  of  timber,  and  let  it 
be  a  large  train  :  he  did  fo,  and  had 
but  juft  time  to-  £et  away  when  the 
wolves  came  up  to  rr,  and  fome  were 
got  up  upon  it;  when  1,  fnappihg  an 
Uncharged  piilol  dole  to  the  powder, 


fet  it  on  fire  ;  nnd  thofe  that  were  up- 
on the  timber  were  fcorched  with  itr 
and  fix  or  feven  of  them  fell,  or  rather 
jumped  in  among  us,  with  the  force 
and  fright  of  the  fire;  we  di (patched 
thefe  in  an  inftant,  and  the  reft  wero 
fo  frighted  with  the  light,  which  the 
night,  for  now  it  was  very  near  dark, 
made  more  terrible,  .that  they  dre^ 
b.u-k  a  little, 

Upon  which  I  ordered  our  laft  pif- 
tols  to  be  fired  off  in  one  volley,  and 
after  that  we  gave  a  fhout :  upon  this 
the  wolves  turned  tail,  and  we  fallied 
immediately  upon  near  twenty  lame 
ones,  which  we  found  ftruggling  on 
the  ground,  and  fell  a  cutting  them 
with  our  fwords  j  which  anfwered  our 
expectation',  for  the  crying  and  howl- 
ing they  made  were  better  underftood 
by  their  fellows  }  fo  that  .they  fled,  and 
left  us. 

We  had,  firft  and  laft,  killed  about 
threefcore  of  them  j  nnd  had  it  been 
day-light,  we  had  killed  many  more. 
The  field  of  battle  being  thus  cleared, 
we  made  forward  again  ;  for  we  had 
ftill  near  a  league  to  ga.  We  heard 
the  ravenous  creatures  howl  and  yell 
in  the  woods  as  we  went  feveral  times  > 
and  fometimes  we  fancied  we  faw  fome 
of  them,  but  the  fnow  dazzling  ouy 
eyes,  we  were  not  certain  ;  fo,  in  about 
an  hour  more,  we  came  to  the  town, 
where  we  were  to  lodge,  which  w« 
found  in  a  terrible  fright,  and  all  iii 
aims  j  for  it  feems,  that  the  night  be- 
fore, the  wolves  and  forne  bears  had 
broken  into  that  village,  and  put  them 
in  a  terrible  fright;  and  they  were 
obliged  to  keep  guard  night  and  day, 
but  efpeciaily  in  the  night,  to  preferve 
their  cattle,  and  indeed  their  people. 

The  next  morning  onr  guide  was  fo 
ill,  and  his  limbs  Ib  fwelled  with  the 
rankling  of  his  two  wounds,  that  he 
could  go  no  farther  ;  fo  we  were  oblig- 
ed to  take  a  new  guide  there,  and  go 
to  Tholoufe,  where  we  found  a  warm 
climate,  a  fruitful  pleafant  country, 
and  no  fnow,  no  wolves,  or  anything 
like  them ;  but  when  we  told  our 
ftory  at  Tholoufe,  they  told  us  it  wa» 
nothing  but  what  was  ordinary  in  the 
great  foreft  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains, efpecially  when  the  fnow  lay  on 
the  ground  :  but  they  enquired  mud* 
what  kind  of  a  guide  we  had  gotten, 
that  would  venture  to  biinj  us  that 
way  in  fuch  a  fevere  fca&n  ;  and* told 
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\is,  it  was  yery  much  we  were  not  all 
devoured.  When  we  told  them  how 
we  placed  ourfelves,  and  the  horfes 
in  the  middle,  they  blamed  us  exceed- 
ingly, and  told  us,  it  was  fifty  to  one 
but  we  had  been  all  deftroyed  j  for  it 
was  the  fight  of  the  horfes  that  made 
the  wolves  fo  furious,  feeing  their 
prey  ;  and  that  at  other  times  they  are 
really  afraid  of  a  gun  ;  but  they  being 
exceffive  hungry,  and  raging  on  that 
account,  the  eagernefs  to  come  at  the 
horfes  had  made  them  fenlelefs  of  dan- 
ger ;  and  that  if  we  had  not  by  the  con- 
tinued fire,  and  at  laft  by  the  ftratagem 
of  the  train  of  powder,  mattered  them, 
it  had  been  great  odds  but  that  we  had 
been  torn  to  pieces  ;  whereas,  had  we 
been  content  to  have  fat  Itill  on  horfe- 
back,  and  fired  as  horiemen,  they 
would  not  have  taken  the  horfes  fo 
much  for  their  own,  when  men  were 
en  their  backs,  as  otherwife  ;  and  with- 
al they  told  us,  that  at  laft,  if  we  had 
flood  all  together,  and  left  our  horfes, 
they  would  have  been  fo  eager  to  have 
devoured  them,  that  we  might  have 
come  off  fafe,  efpecially  having  our 
fire-arms  in  our  hands,  and  being  fo 
many  in  number. 

For  my  part,  I  was  never  fo  fenfible 
of  danger  in  my  life  ;  for  feeing  above 
three  hundred  devils  come  roaring  and 
open-mouthed  to  devour  us,  and  hav- 
ing nothing  to  (helter  us  or  retreat  to, 
I  gave  myfelf  over  for  loft  j  and  as  it 
was,  I  believe,  I  mall  never  care  to  crofs 
thofe  mountains  again  ; 1  think  I  would 
much  rather  go  a  thouland  leagues  by 
fta,  though  I  were  fure  to  meet  with  a 
ftorm  once  a  week. 

I  have  nothing  uncommon  to  take 
aiotice  of,  in  my  paflage  through 
;  nothing  but  what  other  tra- 
ivellers  have  given  an  account  of  with 
[much  more  advantage  than  I  can.  I 
travelled  from  Tholoufe  to  Paris,  and 
|*vithout  any  confiderable  ftay  carne  to 
['Calais,  and  landed  fafe  at  Dover  the 
ij'l4th  of  January,  after  having  had  a 

'ere  cold  feafon  to  travel  in. 

I  was  now  come  to  the  centre  of  my 

ivels,  and  had  in  a  little  time  all 
new  difcovered  eftate  fafe  about 
,  the  bills  of  exchange,  which  I 

>ught  with   me,  having  been    very 

irrently  paid. 

My  principal  guide,  and  privy-coun- 
dlor,  was  my  good  ancient  widow ; 
>,  in  gratitude  for  the  money  I  had 
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fent  her,  thought  no  pains  too  much, 
or  care  too  great,  to  employ  for  me  ; 
and  I  trulted  her  fo  entirely  with  every 
thing,  that  I  was  perfectly  eafy  as  to 
the  fecurity  of  my  effects  ;  and  indeed 
I  was  very  happy  from  my  beginning* 
and  now  to  the  end,  in  the  unipottei 
integrity  of  this  good  gentlewoman. 

And  now  I  began  to  think  of  leav- 
ing my  effects  with  this  woman,  and 
letting  out  forLifbon,  and  fo  to  theBrar- 
zils  ;  but  now  another  fcruple  came  in 
the  way,  and  that  was  religion  :  for 
as  I  had  entertained  fome  doubts  about 
the  Roman  religion,  even  while  I  waa 
abroad,  efpecially  in  my  ftate  of  foli- 
tude ;  fo  I  knew  there  was  no  going 
to  the  Brazils  for  me,  much  lefs  go- 
ing to  fettle  there,  unlefs  I  refolved  to 
embrace  the  Roman  Catholick  religion 
without  any  referve  j  except,  on  the 
other  hand,  I  refolved  to  be  a  facriiice 
to  my  principles,  be  a  martyr  for  re- 
ligion, and  die  in  the  inquiiition  ;  fo  I 
refolved  to  ftay  at  home,  and  (if  I 
could  find  means  for  it)  to  difpofe  of 
my  plantation. 

To  this  purpofe  I  wrote  to  my  old 
friend  at  Lifbon,  who  in  return  gave 
me  notice,  that  he  could  eafily  difpofe 
of  it  there :  but  that  if  I  thought  fit  to 
give  him  leave  to  offer  it  in  my  name 
to  the  two  merchants,  the  furvivors  of 
my  truftees  who  lived  in  the  Brazils, 
who  muft  fully  underftand  the  value 
of  it,  who  lived  juft  upon  the  fpot, 
and  whom  I  knew  to  be  very  rich,  fo 
that  he  believed  they  would  be  fond  of 
buying  it}  he  did  not  doubt  but  I 
mould  make  four  or  five  thoufand 
pieces  of  eight  the  more  of  it. 

Accordingly  I  agreed,  gave  him  or- 
ders to  offer  it  to  them,  and  he  did  fo; 
and,  in  about  eight  months  more,  the 
Ihip  being  then  returned,  he  fent  me 
an  account,  that  they  had  accepted  the 
offer,  and  had  remitted  thirty  three 
thouland  pieces  of  eight  to  a  corre- 
fpondent  of  theirs  at  Lifbon,  to  pay  for 
it. 

In  return,  I  figned  the  inftrument 
of  fale  in  the  form  which  they  fent 
from  Liibon,  and  fent  it  to  my  old 
man,  who  fent  me  the  bills  of  exchange 
for  thirty-two  thoufand  eight  hundred 
pieces  of  eight  for  die  eftcrte;  referving 
the  payment  of  one  hundred  moidoras 
a  year  to  him,  the  old  man,  during 
his  life,  and  fifty  nioiuores  afterward-s 
to  bis  fen  for  his  life,  which  I  had 
nroaufed 
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promifed  them  ;  and'  which  the  plan- 
tation was  to  make  good  as  a  rent- 
charge.  And  thus  I  have  given  the 
firft  part  of  a  life  of  fortune  and  ad- 
Venture,  a  life  of  Providence's  che- 
quer-work, and  of  a  variety  .  which 
the  world  will  feldom  he  able  to  fhew 
the  like  of}  beginning  foolifhly,  but 
clofing  much  more  happily  than  any 
jpart  of  it  ever  gave  me  leave  fo  much 
as  to  hope  for. 

Any  one  would  think,  that  in  this 
ftate  of  complicated  good  fortune,  I 
\vaspail  running  anymore  hazards; 
and  fo  indeed  I  had  been,  if  other  cir- 
cumftances  had  occurred  ;  but  I  was 
inured  to  a  wandering  life,  had  no 
family,  nor  many  relations  j  nor,  how- 
ever rich,  had  I  contracted  much  ac- 
quaintance }  and  though  I  had  fold  my 
eftate  in  the  Brazils,  yet  I  could  not 
keep  that  country  out  of  my  head,  and 
had  a  great  mind  to  be  upon  the  wing 
againj  elpecially  I  could  not  refill  the 
ih'ong  inclination  I  had  to  fee  my  iiland, 
and  to  know  if  the  poor  Spaniards  were 
in  being  there  ;  and  how  the  rogues  I 
left  there  had  ufed  them. 

My  true  friend,  the  widow,  earneftly 
diffuaded  me  from  it  ;  and  fo  far  pre- 
Tailed  with  me,  that  almoft  for  feven 
years  (he  prevented  my  runningabroad} 
tiuring  which  time  I  took  my  two  ne- 
phews, the  children  of  one  of  my  bro- 
thers, into  my  care  :  the  eldelt,  having 
ibmething  of  his  own,  I  bred  up  as  a 
gentleman,  and  gave  him  a  fettlement 
of  fome  addition  to  his  eftate  after  my 
deceafe  ;  the  other  I  put  out  to  a  cap- 
tain of  a  (hip ;  and  after  five  years, 
finding  him  a  fenfible,  bold,  enterpriz- 
ing  young  fellow,  I  put  him  into  a 
good  /hip,  and  fent  him  to  fea  :  and 
this  young  fellow  afterwards  drew  me 
in,  as  old  as  I  was,  to  farther  adven- 
tures myfelf. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  in  part  fettled 
myfelf  here  :  for  firlt  of  all  I  married, 
and  that  not  either  to  my  diiiidvantage 
or  diflatisfaftion  }  and  had  three  chil- 
dren, two  fons  and  one  daughter.  But 
my  wife  dying,  and  my  nephew  com- 
ing home  with  good  fuccefs  from  a 
voyage  to  Spain,  my  inclination  to  go 
abroad,  and  his  importunity,  p 
ed,  and  engaged  me  to  go  in  his  (Jiip 
as  a  private  trader  to  the  Eaft-Indics. 
This  was  in  the  year  1694.. 

L»  this  voyage  I  vilued  my  .new  co- 
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lony  in  the  iflandj  faw  my 
the  Spaniards  }  had  the  whole  Itory  of 
their  lives,  .and  of  the  villains  I  left 
there  :  how  at  firft  they  infulted  the 
poor  Spaniards  j  how  they  afterwards 
agreed,  difagreed,  united,  feparated, 
and  how  at  laft  the  Spaniards  were 
obliged  to  ufe  violence  with  themj 
how  they  were  fubjc&etl  to  the  Spani- 
ards ;  how  ho'neftly  the  Spaniards  ufed 
them  j  an  hiftovy,  if  it  were  entered 
into,  as  full  of  variety  and  wonderful 
accidents  as  my  own  part  j  particu- 
larly a1  lib  as  to  their  battles  with  the 
Caribbeans,  who  landed  feveral  times 
upon  the  ifland,  and  as  to -the  improve- 
ment they  made  upon  the  iliand  itfclf  j 
and  how  five  of  them  made  an  attempt 
upon  the inain  land,  and  brought  away 
eleven  men  and  live  women  prifoners  } 
by  which,  at  my  coming,  I  found  about 
twenty  young  children  on  the  ifland. 

Here  I  ttayed  about  twenty  daysj 
left  them  fupplies  of  all  neceffary  things, 
and  particularly  of  arms,  powder,  mot, 
cloaths,  tools,  and  two  workmen^ 
which  I  brought  from  England  with 
me}  viz.  a  carpenter  and  a  fmith. 

Befides  this,  I  mared  the  land  into 
parts  with  them,  rt-fcrved  to  myfeif 
the  property  of  the  whole,  but  gave 
them  i;uch  parts,  refpec\ively,  as  they 
agreed  on }  and,  having  fettled  all 
things  with  them,  and  engaged  them 
not  to  leave  the  place,  1  left  them 
there. 

From  thence  I  touched  at  the  Bra 
zils,  from  whence  1  lent  a  bark,  whic 
I  bought  there,  with  more  people  t 
the  iliand}  and  in  it,  befides  other  fup- 
plies,  I  fent  feven  women,  being  fuch  I 
as  I  found  proper  for  fei  vice,  or  for  I 
wives  to  fuch  as  would  tnkc  them.  A* 
to  the   Englishmen,  I   promifed  them    I 
to  fend  them  (bine  women  from  Eng-  j 
Jand,.  with  a  good  cargo  of  neccl; 
if   they    would    apply    themfelv 
planting;    which   I   aftersv... 
not  perform.    The  fellows  prove  ' 
honell  and  diligent,    after  thc\ 
mattered,  and   had' their  propei 
apart  for  them.     1  fent  themalib 
the  Brazils  five  cows,  (tlwe  of  them 
bcinrj  big  with  calf)  fome  ilucp,  and 
fume  hogs; which,  when  1  came 
were  conliderably  ii\; 

But    all  thcfe  things,   vyiih   an 
count  how  three  hundred 
came  and  invaded  tii-.-m, 

*  ... 
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tlielr  plantations ;  and  how  they  fought 
with  that  whole  number  twice-,  and 
were  at  firft  defeated,  and  one  of  them* 
killed;  but  at  lalt  a  ftorm  deftroying 
their  enemies  canoes,  they  famifhed 
or  deftroyed  almoft-all  the  reft,  and  re- 
and  recovered  the  poifeflion  of 


their  plantation,  and  ftiH  lived  upon 
the  i/land. 

All  thefe  things,  with  fome  very 
furprizing  incidents  in  fome  new  ad- 
ventures of  my  own,  for  ten  years 
more,  I  may,  perhaps,  give  a  farther 
account  of  hereafter. 


£ND    0F    THE    FIRST     VOLUME. 
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Preface  to  the  Second  Volume 
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TH  E  fuccefs  the  former  part  of  this  Work  has  met  with  in  the 
world,  has  yet  been  no  other  than  is  acknowledged  to  be  due  to 
the  furprizing  variety  of  the  fubjecl,  and  to  the  agreeable  manner  of  the 
performance. 

All  the  endeavours  of  envious  people  to  reproach  it  with  being  a  ro- 
mance, to  fearch  it  for  errors  in  geography,  inconfiflency  in  the  rela- 
tion, and  contradictions  in  the  fact,  have  proved  abortive,  and  as  inv- 
potent  as  malicious. 

The  juft  application  of  every  incident,  the  religious  and  ufeful  in- 
ferences drawn  from  every  part,  are  fo  many  teftimonies  to  the  good 
defign  of  making  it  publick,  and  muft  legitimate  all  the  part  that  may 
be  called  invention  or  parable  in  the  ftory. 

The  fecond  part,  if  the  Editor's  opinion  may  pafs,  is  (contrary  to 
the  ufage  of  fecond  parts)  every  way  as  entertaining  as  the  firft ;  con- 
tains as  ftrange  and  furprizing  incidents,  and  as  great  a  variety  of  them ; 
nor  is  the  application  lefs  ferious  or  fuitable  ;  and  doubtlefs  will,  to  the 
fober  as  well  as  ingenious  reader,  be  every  way  as  profitable  and  di- 
verting :  and  this  makes  the  abridging  this  work  as  fcandalous,  as  it  is 
knaviih  and  ridiculous ;  feeing,  to  ihorten  the  book,  that  they  may 
feem  to  reduce  the  value,  they  ftrip  it  of  all  thofe  reflections,  as  well 
religious  as  moral,  which  are  not  only  the  greateil  beauties  of  the  work, 
but  are  calculated  for  the  infinite  advantage  of  the  reader. 

By  this,  they  leave  the  work  naked  of  it's  brighteft  ornaments ;  and  yet 
they  would  (at  the  fame  time  they  pretend  that  the  author  has  fupplied 
his  ftory  out  of  his  invention)  take  from  it  the  improvement  which 
alone  recommends  that  invention  to  wife  and  good  men. 

The  injury  thefe  men  do  to  the  proprietors  of  works,  is  a  practice  all 
honeft  men  abhor ;  and  they  believe  they  may  challenge  them  to  mew 
the  difference  between  that  and  robbing  on  the  highway,  or  breaking 
open  a  houfe. 

If  they  cannot  mew  any  difference  in  the  crime,  they  will  find  it  hard 
to  mew  why  there  mould  be  any  difference  in  the  punifhment. 


DANIEL    DEFOE, 


THE 


LIFE      AND     ADVENTURES 


O  F 


ROBINSON      CRUSOE. 


VOLUME     THE     SECOND. 


T    <( 


HAT  homely  proverb, 
ufedon  fo  many  occafions 
in  England,  viz.  <  That 

'  wnat  *s  bred  *n  l^ie 

«  bone,  will  not  go  out 
4  of  the  flefli,'  was  never 
more  verified  than  in  the  Story  of  my 
LIFE.  Any  one  would  think,  that 
after  thirty-five  years  affliction,  and 
a  variety  of  unhappy  circumftances, 
which  few  men,  if  ever  any,  went 
through  before,  and  after  near  feven 
years  of  peace  and  enjoyment  in  the  ful- 
nefs  of  all  things;  grown  old,  and 
when,  if  ever,  it  might  be  allowed  me  to 
have  had  experience  of  every  ftate  of 
middle  life,  and  to  know  which  was 
moil  adapted  to  make  a  man  compleatly 
happy  j  I  fay,  after  all  this,  anyone 
would  have  thought,  that  the  native 
propenfity  to  rambling,  which  I  gave 
an  account  of  in  my  firft  fetting  out 
into  the  world  to  have  been  fo  pre- 
dominant in  my  thoughts,  mould  be 
worn  out,  the  volatile  part  be  fully 
evacuated,  or  at  leaft  condenfed,  and  I 
might  at  fixty-one  years  of  age  have 
been  a  little  inclined  to  ftay  at  home, 
and  have  done  venturing  life  and  for- 
tune any  more. 


Nay,  farther,  the  common  motive  of 
foreign  adventures  was  taken  away  in 
me  j  for  I  had  no  fortune  to  make,  I 
had  nothing  to  feek.  If  I  had  gained 
ten  thoufahd  pounds,  I  had  been  no 
richer  5  for  I  had  already  fufficient  for 
me,  an.d  for  thofe  I  had  to  leave  it  to, 
and  that  I  had,  was  vifibly  increafing; 
for  having  no  great  family,  I  could 
not  fpend  the  income  of  what  I  had, 
unlefs  I  would  fet  up  for  an  expenfive 
way  of  living,  fuch  as  a  great  family, 
fervants,  equigage,  gaiety,  and  the 
like,  which  were  things  I  had  no  no- 
tion of,  or  inclination  toj  fo  that  I 
had  nothing  indeed  to  do,  but  to  fit 
ftill,  and  fully  enjoy  what  I  had  got, 
and  fee  it  increafe  daily  upon  my 
hands. 

Yet  all  thefe  things  had  no  efferfSl 
upon  me,  or  at  leaft  not  enough  to  re- 
fift  the  ftrong  inclination  I  had  to  go 
abroad  again,  which  hung  about  me 
like  a  chronical  diftemper  j  particular- 
ly, the  defire  of  feeing  my  new  plan- 
tation in  the  iiland,  and  the  colony  I 
left  there,  run  in  my  head  continually. 
I  dreamed  of  it  all  night,  and  my  ima- 
gination ran  upon  it  all  dayj  it  was 
vppermoft  in  all  my  thoughts,  and 
U  a  my 
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my  fancy  worked  fo  fteadily  and 
ftrongly  upon  it,  that  I  talked  of  it  in 
my  fleep:  in  fhort,  nothing  could  re- 
move it  out  of  my  mind.  It  even 
broke  fo  violently  into  all  my  dif- 
courfcs,  that  it  made  my  converfation 
tirefome;  for  I  could  talk  of  nothing 
elfe  ;  all  my  difcourle  run  into  it,  even 
to  impertinence,  and  I  faw  it  myfelf. 

I  have  often  heard  perfons  of  good 
judgment  fay,  that  all  the  ftir  people 
make  in  the  world  about  ghofts  and 
apparitions,  is  owing  to  the  ftrength 
of  imagination,  and  the  powerful 
operation  of  fancy  in  their  minds ;  that 
there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  fpirit  ap- 
pearing, or  a  ghoft  walking,  and  the 
like:  that  people's  poring  affection- 
ately upon  the  pait  converfation  of 
their  deceafed  friends  fo  realizes  it  to 
them,  that  they  are  capable  of  fancy- 
ing upon  fome  extraordinary  circum- 
ftances,  that  they  fee  them,  talk  to 
them,  and  are  anfwered  by  them ; 
when,  in  truth,  there  is  nothing  but 
fliadow  and  vapour  in  the  thing,  and 
they  really  know  nothing  of  the  matter. 

For  my  part,  I  Icnow  not  to  this 
hour,  whether  there  are  any  fuch  things 
as  real  apparitions,  fpeclres,  or  walk- 
ing of  people  after  they  are  dead,  or 
whether  there  is  any  thing  in  the  fto- 
ries  they  tell  us  of  that  kind,  more 
than  the  product  of  vapours,  fick 
minds,  and  wandering  fancies:  but 
this  I  know,  that  my  imagination 
worked  me  up  to  fuch  a  height,  and 
brought  me  into  fuch  excels  of  va- 

fours,  or  what  elfe  I  may  call  it,  that 
actually  fuppofed  myfelf  oftentimes 
upon  the  fpot,  at  my  old  caitle  behind 
-the  trees  5  faw  my  old  Spaniard,  Fri- 
day's father,  and  the  reprobate  failors, 
whom  I  left  upon  the  ifland  ;  nay,  I 
fancied  I  talked  with  them,  and  looked 
at  them  fo  fteadily,  though  I  was  broad 
awake,  as  at  perfons  juft  before  me; 
and  this  I  did,  till  I  often  frightened 
myfelf  with  the  images  my  fancy  re- 
piefented  to  me.  One  time,  in  my 
fleep,  I  had  the  villainy  of  the  three 
pirate  failors  fo  lively  related  to  me, 
by  the  tirft  Spaniard  and  Friday's 
father,  that  it  was  furprizing;  they 
told  me  how  they  barbaroufly  at- 
tempted to  murder  all  the  Spaniards, 
and  that  they  fet  fire  to  the  provilions 
they  had  laid  up,  on  purpofe  to  diftrefs 
and  Itarve  them:  things  that  I  had 
never  heard  of,  and  that  yet  were  all 


of  them  true  in  fa6l.  And  it  wa»  Co 
warm  in  my  imagination,  and  fo  rea- 
lized to  me,  that  to  the  hour  I  faw 
them,  I  could  not  i>e  perfuaded,  but 
that  it  was,  or  would  be  truej  alfo 
how  I  relented  it,  when  the  Spaniards 
complained  to  me  j  and  how  I  brought 
them  to  juftice,  tried  them  before  me, 
and  ordered  them  all  three  to  be  hang- 
ed. What  there  was  really  in  this, 
(hall  be  feen  in  it's  place.  For  how- 
ever I  came  to  form  fuch  things  in  my 
dream,  and  what  fecret  convcrfe  of 
fpirits  injected  it,  yet  there  was,  I  fay, 
very  much  of  it  true.  I  own  that  this 
dream  had  nothing  in  it  literally  and 
fpecifically  truej  but  th«  general  part 
was  fo  true,  the  bafe  and  villainous 
behaviour  of  thefe  three  hardened 
rogues  was  fuch,  and  had  been  fo  much 
worfe  than  all  I  can  defcribe,  that 
the  dream  had  too  much  fimiiitude  of 
the  fact  j  and  as  I  would  afterwards 
have  punifhed  them  feverely,  fo  if  I  had 
hanged  them  all,  I  had  been  much  in 
the  right,  and  mould  have  been  julli- 
fied  both  by  the  laws  of  God  and  man. 
But  to  return  to  my  ftory.  In  this 
kind  of  temper  I  had  lived  fome  years  j 
I  had  no  enjoyment  of  my  life,  no 
pleafant  hours,  no  agreeable  diverfion, 
but  what  had  fomething  or  other  of 
this  in  itj  fo  that  my  wife,  who  faw 
my  mind  fb  wholly  bent  upon  it,  told 
me  very  ferioufly  one  night,  that  me 
believed  there  was  fome  fecret  power- 
ful impufe  of  Providence  upon  me, 
which  had  determined  me  to  go  thither 
again  ;  and  that  /he  found  nothing 
hindered  my  going,  but  my  being  en- 
gaged to  a  wife  and  children.  Shetold 
me,  that  it  was  true  fhe  could  not  think 
of  parting  with  me;  but  as  me  was 
affined,  that  if  flie  was  dead,  it  wouM 
be  the  firft  thing  I  would  do ;  fo,  as  it 
feemed  to  her,  that  the  thing  was  de- 
termined above,  me  would  not  be  the 
only  obftruftion  :  for,  if  I  thought  fit, 
and  refolved  to  go—  Here  ilie  found 
me  very  intent  upon  her  words,  and  that 
I  looked  very  earneltly  at  her ;  fo  that 
it  a  little difordered  her,  and  fhe  flopped. 
I  afked  her  why  fhe  did  not  go  on,  and 
fay  out  what  fhe  was  going  to  fay.  But 
I  perceived  her  heart  was  too  full,  and 
fome  tears  flood  in  her  eyes.  '  Speak 
4  out,  my  dear,'  fays  1 :  l  are  you 
*  willing  I  mould  go?'—*  No,'  lays 
fhe,  very  affectionately,  '  I  am-  far 
'  from  willing!  But  if  you  are  re - 
«  folved 
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folved  to  go/  fays  fhe,  «  rather  than 
I  will  be  the  only  hindrance,  I  will 
go  with  you;  for  though  I  think  it 
a  prepofterous  thing  for  one  of  your 
years,  and  in  your  condition}  yet,  if 
it  mull  be/  faid  me  again,  weeping, 
I  won't  leave  you !  tor  if  it  be  ot 
Heaven,  you  muft  do  it,  there  is  no 
refifting  it  ;  and  if  Heaven  makes  it 
your  duty  to  go,  he  will  alfo  make  it 
mine  to  go  with  you,  or  otherwife 
difpofe  of  me,  that  I  may  not  ob- 
ftruft  it.' 

This  affe&ionate  behaviour  of  my 
wife,  brought  me  a  little  out  of  the 
vapours,  and  I  began  to  confider  what 
I  was  a  doing.  I  corrected  my  wander- 
ing fancy,  and  began  to  argue  with 
rayfelf  ledately,  what  bufmefs  I  had, 
after  threefcore  years,  and  after  fuch 
a  life  of  tedious  fufferings  and  difafters, 
and  clofed  in  fo  happy  and  eafy  a 
manner;  I  fay,  what  bufinefs  had  I 
to  rufh  into  new  hazards,  and  put 
myfelf  upon  adventures,  fit  only  for 
youth  and  poverty  to  run  into? 

With  thofe  thoughts,  I  confidered 
my  new  engagements:  that  I  had  a 
wife,  one  child  born,  and  my  wife 
then  great  with  child  of  another ;  that 
I  had  all  the  world  could  give  me, 
and  had  no  need  to  feek  hazards  for 
gain  j  that  I  was  declining  in  years, 
and  ought  to  think  rather  of  leaving 
what  I  had  gained,  than  of  feeking  to 
increafe  Stj  that  as  to  what  my  wife 
had  faid  of  it's  being  an  impulfe  from 
Heaven,  and  that  it  mould  be  my  duty 
to  go,  I  had  no  notion  of  that  ;  ib, 
after  many  of  thefe  cogitations,  I 
ftruggled  with  the  power  of  my  ima- 
gination, rea  Coned  myfelf  out  of  it, 
as  I  believe  people  may  always  do  in 
like  cafes  if  they  will;  and,  in  a 
word,  I  conquered  it;  compofed  my- 
felf with  fuch  arguments  as  occurred 
to  my  thoughts,  and  which  my  pre- 
fent  condition  furnifhed  me  plentifully 
with  ;  and  particularly,  as  the  molt 
effectual  method,  I  reiblved  to  divert 
myfelf  with  other  things,  and  to  en- 

fage  in  fome  bufinefe  that  might  ef- 
j&ually  tie  me  up  from  any  more  ex- 
curfions  of  this  kind;  for  I  found  the 
thing  returned  upon  me  chiefly  when 
I  was  idle,  had  nothing  to  do,  or  any 
thing  of  moment  immediately  before 
me. 

To  this  purpofe  I  bought  a  little 
farm  in  the  county  of  Bedford,  and 


refolved  to  remove  myfelf  thither.  I 
had  a  little  convenient  houfe  upon  it, 
and  the  land  about  it  I  found  was  ca- 
pable of  great  improvement,  and  that 
it  was  many  ways  fuited  to  my  incli- 
nation, which  delighted  in  cultivating, 
managing,  planting,  and  improving  of 
land  j  and  particularly,  being  an  in- 
land county,  I  was  removed  from 
converting  among  mips,  failors,  and 
things  relating  to  the  remote  parts  of 
the  world. 

In  a  word,  I  went  down  to  my  farm, 
fettled  my  family,  bought  me  ploughs, 
harrows,  a  cart,  waggon,  horfes,  cows, 
flieep  j  and,  fetting  ierioufly  to  work, 
became  in  one  halt  year  a  mere  coun- 
try gentleman;  my  thoughts  were  en- 
tirely taken  up  in  managing  my  fer- 
vants,  cultivating  the  ground,  in-. 
clofing,  planting,  &c.  and  I  lived, 
as  I  thought,  the  moil  agreeable  life 
that  nature  was  capable  of  directing, 
or  that  a  man  always  bred  to  mil- 
fortunes  was  capable  of  being  retreat- 
ed to. 

,1  farmed  upon  my  own  land,  I  had 
no  rent  to  pay,  was  limited  by  no  ar- 
ticles; I  could  pull  up,  or  cut  down, 
as  I  pleafed.  What  I  planted  was 
for  myfelf;  and  what  I  improved  was 
for  my  family;  and  having  thus  left 
off  the  thoughts  of  wandering,  I 
had  not  the  leaft  difcomfort  in  any. 
part  of  my  life,  as  to  this  world- 
Now  I  thought,  indeed,  that  I  enjoy- 
ed that  middle  ttate  of  life,  which,my 
father  fo  earnettly  recommended  to 
me.  A  kind  of  heavenly  life,  ibrae- 
thing  like  what  is  defcribed  by  the 
poet  upon  the  iubjeft  of  a  countrjr 
life: 

Free  from  vices,  free  from  cars, 

Age  has  no  pain,  and  youth  no  fhara. 

But  in  the  middle  of  all  this  felici- 
ty, one  blow  from  unieen  Providence 
unhinged  me  at  once  ;  and  nut  only 
made  a  breach  upon  me  inevitable  aod 
incurable,  but  drove  me  by  i;'s  con- 
fequence,  upon  a  deep  relapie  into  the 
wandering  dilpofition,  which,  :-s  I 
may  lay,  being  born  in  my  very  blooJ, 
foon  recovered  it's  hold  of  me,  and, 
like  the  returns  of  a  violent 


e  e  reurns  o  a  voent  cmpei-, 
came  on  with  an  iireiittihif  force  upcv: 
me;  fo  that  nothing  couid.make  a;>y 
more  impreffion  on  me.  TUis  blow 
was  the  lofs  of  my  wife  I 

It 
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It  is  not  my  bufinefs  here  to  write 
an  elegy  upon  my  wife,  to  give  a  cha- 
racter of  her  particular  virtues,  and 
make  my  court  to  the  lex  by  the  flat- 
tery of  a  funeral  fermon.  She  was, 
in  a  few  words,  the  ftay  of  all  my 
affairs,  the  centre  of  all  my  enter- 
prizcs  ;  the  engine,  that  by  her  pru- 
dence, redifced  rne  to  that  happy  com- 
pafs  I  was  in,  from  the  moil  extrava- 
gant and  ruinous  pro]  eel  that  flutter- 
ed in  my  ho  ad,  as  above;  and  did 
\more  to  guide  my  rambling",  genius 
than  a  mother's  tears,  a  father's  in- 
Itru&ions,  a  friend's  counfd,  or  all 
my  own  reafoning  powers  could  do. 
I  was  happy  in  listening  to  her  tears, 
and  in  being  moved  by  her  intreaties, 
and  to  the  laft  degree  defolate  and  dif- 
located  in  the  world  by  the  lofs  of  her. 

When  Ihe  was  gone,  the  world  look- 
ed aukwardly  round  me;  I  was  as 
much  a  Itranger  in  it,  in  my  thoughts, 
as  I  was  in  the  Brazils,  when  I  firft 
•went  on  more  there  j  and  as  much 
alone,  except  as  to  the  afliltance  of  fer- 
vants,  as  I  was  in  my  ifland.  I  knew 
•neither  what  to  do,  or  what  not  to  do. 
I  faw  the  world  bufy  round  me,  one 
part  labouring  for  bread,  and  the 
other  fquandering  it  in  vile  exceffes 
or  empty  pleafuivs  ;  equally  nuiVrable, 
becaufe  the  end  they  propofed  ftill  fttiJ 
from  them;  for  the  men  of  pleafure 
every  day  forfeited  of  their  vice,  and 
heaped  up  work  for  forrow  and  re- 
pentance ;  and  the  men  of  labour  Ipent 
their  itrength  in  daily  ftrugglinga  for 
bread,  to  maintain  the  vital  itrength 
they  laboured  with  ;  fo  living  in  a  daily 
•.circulation  of  forrow,  living  but  to 
work,  and  working  but  to  live;  as  if 
daily-bread  were  the  only  end  of  a 
ii'ome  life,  and  a  weariibme  life 
the  only  occafion  of  daily-bread. 

This  put  me  in  mind  of  the  life  I 
•lived  in  my  kingdom,  -the  ifland  ; 
where  I  fufll-red  no  mere  corn  to  grow, 
becaufe  I  did  not  want  it ;  and  bred 
no  mere  £oats,  becauie  1  had  no  more 
\ilc  for  i:.  oey  Jay 

in   the  drawer  till   it  picw  mildewed, 
and  had  fcarce  the  favour  to  be  looked 
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them  as  I  ought  to  !,  .   and  as 

reafon  and  religion  1. 
would   hr 
thev  than 
fdici'ty,  and  that  there  was 


which  certainly  was  the  reafon  and  end 
of  life,  fuperior  to  all  thefe  things, 
which  was  either  to  be  poflTefled,  or  at 
leaft  hoped  for,  on  this  fule  the  grave. 

But  my  1  age  counfellor  was  gone^ 
I  was  like  a  flxip,  without  a  pilot, 
that  could  only  run  afore  the  wind. 
My  thoughts  run  all  away  again  into 
the  old  alfair;  my  head  was  quite 
turned  with  the  whimfies  of  foreign 
adventures;  and  all  the  pleafing  in- 
nocent amufements  of  my  farm  an^ 
my  garden,  my  cattle  and  my  family, 
which  before  entirely  porTefled  me, 
were  nothing  to  me,  had  no  relifli, 
and  were  like  mulick  to  one  that  has 
no  ear,  or  food  to  one  that  has  no 
tarte.  In  a  word,  I  rcfolved  to  leave 
ofF  houfekeeping,  let  my  farm,  and 
return  to  London.  And  in  a  few 
months  after,  I  did  fo. 

When  I  came  to  London,  I  was  ftill 
as  uneafy  as  before:  I  had  no  relifh  to 
the  place,  no  employment  in  it,  no- 
thing to  do  but  to  faunter  about  like 
an  idle  perfon,  of  whom  it  may  be 
faid,  he  is  perfectly  ufelefs  in  God's 
creation,  and  it  is  not  one  farthing 
matter  to  the  reft  of  his  kind  whether 
he  be  dead  or  alive.  This  alfo  was 
the  thing,  which  of  all  circumftances 
of  life  was  the  moft  my  aveilion,  who 
had  been  all  my  days  ufed  to  an  aclive 
life;  and  1  would  often  fay  to  myfelf, 
4  A  ftate  of  idlenels  is  the  very  dregs 

*  of  life  !'     And,  indeed,  I  thought  I 
was  much    more    iuitably  employed, 
when  I  was  twenty-fix  days  making  a 
deal -board. 

It  was  now  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1693,  when  my  nephew,  whom,  as 
1  have  obferved  before,  I  had  brought 
up  to  the  lea,  and  had  made  him  com- 
mander of  a  (hip,  was  come  home 
from  a  fhoit  voyage  to  Bilboa,  being 
the  firft  he  had  made.  He  came  to  me, 
and  told  me  that  fome  merchants  of 
his  acquaintance  had  been  propoling 
to  him  to  go  a  voyage  for  them  to  the 
Eaft-Indits,  and  to  China,  as  private 
irajfis.  *  And  now,  uncle,'  fays  he, 

*  if  you  will   go  to  lea  with   me,  I'll 
'  engage  to  land   you  upon  your  old 
4  habitation  in  the  iflacd,  for  we  are  to 
'   touch  at  the  Brazils.' 

:;jng  can  be  a  greater  demon- 
,\  of  a  future  flate,  and  of  the 
ace  of  an  invifible   world,  than 
uturrence  of  iecomi 
the  ulr-.s  of  things,  which  we  form  m 
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our  minds,  perfeftly  referved,  and  not 
communicated  to  any  in  the  world. 

My  nephew  knew  nothing  how  far 
jny  didemper  of  wandering  was  re- 
turned upon  me,  and  I  knew  nothing 
of  what  he  had  in  his  thoughts  to  fuy  j 
when  that  very  morning  before  he 
came  to  me,  I  had,  in  a  great  deal  of 
confufion  of  thought,  and  revolving 
every  part  of  rny  circumftances  in  my 
mind,  come  to  this  resolution  j  viz. 
that  I  would  go  to  Lifbon,  and  confult 
with  my  old  lea-captain;  and  fo,  if  it 
was  rational  and  practicable,  I  would 
go  and  fee  the  ifland  again,  and  fee 
what  was  become  of  my  people  there. 
I  had  pleafed  myielf  alib  with  the 
thoughts  of  peopling  the  place,  and 
carrying  inhabitants  from  hence,  get- 
ting a  patent  for  the  polleflion,  and  I 
know  not  what ;  when,  in  the  middle 
of  all  this,  in  comes  my  nephew,  as  I 
have  laid,  with  his  project  of  carrying 
me  thither  in  his  way. to  theEaft-lndies. 

I  paufed  a  while  at  his  words,  and 
Icfoking  fteadily  at  him,  '  What  de- 

*  vil,x  faid  I,   Merit  you  on  this  un- 

*  lucky  errand  ?'   My  nephew  ftartled, 
as  if  he  had  been  frighted  at  firli,  but 
perceiving  I  was  not  much  difpleafed 
with  the  propofal,  he  recovered  himfelf. 

I  hope  it  may  not  be  an  unlucky  pro- 
poial,  Sir,'  fays  he;  £  I  dare  fay  you 
would  be  pleafed  to  fee  your  new 
colony  there,  where  you  once  reign- 
ed with  more  felicity  than  moil  of 
'  your  brother  monarchs  in  the  world.* 
.  In  a  word,  the  fcheme  hit  fo  exacl- 
Iy  with,my  temper,  thai  is' to  fay,  with 
the  prepoilerTion  I  was  under,  and  of 
which  I  have  faid  fo  much,  that  I  told 
him,  in  few  words,  if  he  agreed  with 
the  merchants  I  would  go  with  him  : 
t>ut  I  told  him,  I  would  not  promife 
to  go  any  farther  than  my  own  ifland. 

*  Why,    Sir,'    fays   he,    '  you    don't 

*  want  to  be  left  there  again,  I  hope  ?' 
— *  Why,'  faid  I,  '  can  you  hot  take 

*  me  up  again  in  your  return  ?'     He 
told   me,  it  would   not  be  poflible  to 
do  fo ;  that  the  merchants  would  never 
allow  him    to   come  that   way  with  a 
loaden  fhip  of  fuch  value,  it  being  a 
month's  fail  out  of  his  v^y>  and  might 
be  three    or  four.     '  Belides,  Sir,  if 
'  I  mould    mjfcarry,'  faid  he,   *    and 
'  not  return  at  all,  then  you  would  be 
f  juft   reduced  to   the  condition   you 

*  were  in  before.' 

This,   was  very  rational}    bu,t   we 
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both  found  out  a  remedy  for  it,  which 
was  to  carry  a  framed  (loop  on  board 
the  (hip,  which,  being  taken  in  pieces, 
and  (hipped  on  hoard  the  ihip,  might, 
by  the  help  of  fome  carpenters,  whom 
we  agreed  to  carry  with  us,  be  let  up 
again  in  the  ifland,  and  rinimed,  fit  to 
go  to  lea  in  a  few  days.  *» 

I  was  not  long  refolving  :  for  indeed 
the  importunities  of  my  nephew,  join- 
ed in  ib^ffeclually  with§my  inclina- 
tion, th^  nothing  could  oppofe  me. 
On  the  odier  hand,  my  wife  being  dead, 
I  had  nobody  that  concerned  them-r 
felves  fo  much  forme,  as  to  perfuade 
me  one  way  or  other,  except  my  an- 
cient good  friend  the  widow,  who  ear- 
neft.'y.  ftruggied  with  me  to  confider 
my  years,  my  eafy  circumftances,  and 
the  needisfs  hazard  of  a  long  voyage  j 
and,  above  all,  my  young  children. 
But  it  was  ail  to  no  purpofe,  I  had  an 
irrefiftible  defire  to  the  voyage  j  and  I 
told  her,  I  thought  there  was  fome- 
thing  fo  uncommon  in  the  impreffions 
I  had  upon  my  mind  for  the  vovage, 
that  it  would  be  a  kind  of  refilling 
Providence,  if  I  fhould  attempt  to  Itay 
at  home.  After  which  me  ceafed  her 
expoiiuiations;  and  joined  with  me, 
not  only  in  making  proviilon  for  my 
voyage,  but  alfo  in  fettling  ray  family- 
affairs  in  my  abfence,  and  providing 
for  the  education  of  my  children. 

In  order  to  this,  I  made  my  will, 
anil  fettled  the  eftate  I  had  in  fuch  a 
manner  for  my  children,  and  placed  it 
in  fuch  hands,  that  I  was  ptrfci?tly 
eafy  and  fatisfied  they  would  have  juf- 
tice  done  them,  whatever  might  befai 
me:  and  for  their  education,  I  left  it 
wholly  to  my  widow,  with  a  fuuicient 
maintenance  to  herfeif  for  her  care. 
All  which  fhs  richly  deferved  ;  for  no 
mother  could  have  taken  more  care  in 
their  education,  or  understood  it  bet- 
ter; and  as  me  lived  till  J  came  home, 
I  alfo  lived  to  thank  her  for  ir. 

My  nephew  was  ready  to  fail  about 
the  beginning  of  January,  1694-5,$ 
and  I,  with  my  man  Friday,  went  oti 
board,  in  the  Downs,  the  8th,  hav- 
ing, befides  that  floop  which  I  men- 
tioned above,  a  very  coniiderable  car- 
go of  all  kinds  of  necefiary  things  for 
my  colony,  which  if  I  did  not  find  in 
good  condition,  I  refolved  to  leave  fo. 
Firlt,  I  carried  with  me  fome  fer- 
vants,  whom  I  purpofed  to  place  there 
aa  in  habitants,  or  at  leait,  to  fet  on 
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work  there  upon  my  own  account 
while  I  ftaid,  and  either  to  leave  them 
there,  or  carry  them  forward,  as  they 
fhould  appear  willing  ;  particularly  I 
carried  two  carpenters,  a  fmith,  and 
a  very  handy  ingenious  fellow,  who 
was  a  cooper  by  trade,  but  was  alfo  a 
general  mfcchanick,forhe  was  dextrous 
af  making  wheels,  and  hand-mills  to 
grind  corn  ;  was  a  good  turner,  and  a 
good  pot-maker  ;  he  alfo  made  any 
thing  that  was  proper  to  make  of  earth, 
or  wood  j  in  a  word,  we  called  him 
our  •  Jack  of  all  trades/ 

With  thei'c  I  carried  a  taylor,  who 
had  offered  himfelf  to  go  pafft-nger  to 
the  Eaft- Indies  with  my  nephew,  but 
afterwards  confented  to  llay  on  our 
new  plantation^,  and  proved  a  moft  ne- 
v  f'',;o\v,  as  could  be  de- 
fired,  in  many  other  bufinefTes  befides 
that  of  his  trad.--;  for,  as  I  oblerved 
formerly,  necefiity  nrms  us  for  all  em- 
ployments. 

My  cargo,  as  r.enr  as  I  can  recol- 
lecl,  for  I  have  not  kept  an  account 
of  particulars,  cor.fifted  of  a  fu'Hcient 
quantity  of  linen,  and  feme  thin  En- 
glifh  fluffs,  for  clothing  the  Spaniards 
that  I  expefted  lo  find  there ;  and 
enough  of  them,  as,  by  my  cplcula- 
tion,  might  comfortably  fupply  them 
for  feven  years.  If  I  remember  right, 
the  materials  which  I  carried  for  cloath- 
ing  them,  with  gloves,  hats,  (hoes, 
ftockings,  and  all  fuch  things  as  they 
could  want  for  wearing,  amounted  to 
above  ico  I.  including  feme  beds, 
bedding,  and  houfhold-'ftuflf,  particu- 
larly kitchen-utenfils,  with  pots,  ket- 
tles, pewter,  brafs,  &c.  befides  near 
100  1.  more  in  iron-work,  nails,  tools 
of  every  kind,  ftaples,  books,  hinges, 
and  every  ficceflary  thing  I  could  think 
of. 

I  carried  alfo,  a  hundred  fparc  arms, 
mnfquets  and  fufils,  befides  fome  pif- 
tols,  a  confiderable  quantity  of  fhot 
of  all  fizes,  three  or  four  tons  of  lead, 
and  two  pieces  of  brafs  cannon;  and 
becaufe  I  knew  not  what  time.  ?ml 
wlnt  extremities  I  was  providing  for, 
I  carried  an  hundred  barrels  of  pcw- 
rffr,  befides  fwonls  and  cutlaiTcs,  and 
the  iron  parr  of  fome  pikes  and  hul- 
berts ;  fo  that,  in  fiiort,  wo  had  a 
large  magazine  of  all  forts  of  (tores  } 
and  I  made  my  nephew  cany  two 
frnall  quarter-deck  guns  more  than  he 
wanted  for  his  ftii,  to  i«ave  behind, 


if  there  was  occafion  j  that,  when  they 
came  there,  we  might  build  a  fort* 
and  man  it  againft  all  forts  of  ene- 
mies :  and  indeed  I  at  firft  thought 
there  would  be  need  enough  of  it  all, 
and  much  more,  if  we  hoped  to  main- 
tain our  pofleffion  of  the  ifland,  as  mall 
be  feen  in  the  courfe  of  the  ftory. 

I  had  not  fuch  bad  luck  in  this 
voyage  as  I  had  been  ufed  to  meet 
with  ;  and  therefore  mall  have  the  lefs 
occafion  to  interrupt  the  reader,  who, 
perhaps,  may  be  impatient  to  hear  how 
matters  went  with  my  colony  j  yet, 
fome  odd  accidents,  crofs  winds,  and 
bad  weather,  happened  on  this  firft 
fetting  out,  which  made  the  voyage 
longer  than  I  expected  it  at  firft  j  and 
I,  who  had  never  made  but  one  voy- 
age>  (viz.  my  firft  voyage  to  Guinea) 
in  which  I  might  be  laid  to  come  back 
again,  as  the  voyage  was  at  firft  de- 
figned,  began  to  think  the  fame  ill 
fate  ftill  attended  me,  and  that  I  was 
born  to  be  never  contented  with  my 
own  fhore,  and  yet  to  be  always  un- 
fortunate at  fea. 

Contrary  winds  firft  put  us  to  the 
northward,  and  we  were  obliged  to  put 
in  at  Galway,  in  Ireland,  where  we 
Jay  wind-bound  two  and  thirty  days  j 
but  we  had  this  fatisfaclion  with  the 
difatter,  that  provifions  were  here  ex- 
ceeding cheap,  and  in  the  utmoft  plen- 
ty j  fo  that  while  we  lay  here,  we  ne- 
ver touched  the  fhip's  ftores,  but  ra- 
ther added  to  them.  Here  alfo  I  took 
feveral  hogs,  and  two  cows  with  their 
calves,  which  I  refolved,  if  I  had  a 
good  portage,  to  put  afhore  in  my 
ifland  j  but  we  found  occafion  to  dii- 
pofe  otherwife  of  them. 

We  let  out  the  5th  of  February  from 
Ireland,  and  had  a  very  fair  gale  of 
wind  for  fome  days.  As  I  remember, 
it  might  be  about  the  loth  of  February, 
in  the  evening,  late,  when  the  mate, 
having  the  watch,  came  into  the  round- 
houfe,  and  told  us,  he  faw  a  fhfh  of 
fire,  and  heard  a  gun  fired  5  and  while 
he  was  telling  us  of  it,  a  boy  came  in, 
and  told  us  the  boatfwain  heard  an- 
other. This  made  us  all  run  out  up- 
on the  quarter-deck,  where  for  a  while 
we  heard  nothing  ;  but  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes we  faw  a  very  great  light,  and 
found  that  there  was  fome  very  ter- 
rible fire  at  a  diftance.  Immediately 
we  had  recourfe  to  our  reckonings,  in 
which  we  all  agreed,  that  there  could 
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be  no  land  that  way  in  which  the  fire 
/hewed  itfelf,  no,  not  for  500  leagues; 
fbr  it  appeared  at  W.  N.  W.  Upon 
this,  we  concluded  it  muft  be  fome 
fhip  on  fire  at  fea  ;  and  as  by  our  hear- 
ing the  noife  of  guns  juft  before,  we 
concluded  it  could  not  be  far  off,  we 
flood  direftly  towards  it,  and  were 
prefently  fatisfied  we  fhould  difcover 
it,  becaufe  the  farther  we  failed,  the 
greater  the  light  appeared,  though  the 
weather  being  hazy,  we  could  not  per- 
ceive any  thing  but  the  light  for  a 
while.  In  about  half  an  hour's  fail- 
ing, the  wind  being  fair  for  us,  though 
not  much  of  it,  and  the  weather  clear- 
ing up  a  little,  we  could  plainly  dif- 
cern  that  it  was  a  great  ftiip  on  fire  in 
the  middle  of  the  fea.  I  was  moft  fen- 
fibly  touched  with  this  difafter,  though 
not  at  all  acquainted  with  the  perfons 
engaged  in  it.  I  prefently  recollected 
my  former  circumftances,  in  what  con- 
dition I  was  in  when  taken  up  by  the 
Portugueze  captain  ;  and  how  much 
more  deplorable  the  circumftances  of 
the  poor  creatures  belonging  to  the 
fhip  muft  be,  if  they  had  no  other  fhip 
in  company  with  them.  Upon  this,  I 
immediately  ordered  that  five  guns 
mould  be  fired,  one  foon  after  another, 
that,  if  poffible,  we  might  give  notice 
to  them  that  there  was  help  for  them 
at  hand,  and  that  they  might  endea- 
vour to  fave  themfelves  in  their  boat; 
for  though  we  could  fee  the  flame  in 
the  (hip,  yet  they,  it  being  night, 
could  fee  nothing  of  us. 

We  lay  by  fome  time  upon  this, 
only  driving  as  the  burning  /hip  drove, 
waiting  for  day-light;  when  on  a  fud- 
den,  to  our  great  terror,  though  we 
bad  reafon  to  expecl  it^the  (hip  blew 
up  in  the  air,  and  immediately,  (that 
is  to  fay,  in  a  few  minutes)  all  the 
fire  was  out  j  that  is  to  fay,  tlie  reft  of 
the  fhip  funk.  This  was  terrible,  and 
indeed  an  afflicting  fight,  for  the  fake 
of  the  poor  men,  who,  I  concluded, 
muft  be  either  all  deftroyed  in  the  fhip, 
or  be  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs  in  their 
boats  in  the  middle  of  the  ocean,  which, 
at  prefent,  by  reafon  it  was  dark,  I 
could  not  fee:  however,  to  direft  them 
as  well  as  I  could,  I  caufed  lights  to 
be  hung  out  in  all  the  parts  of  the  fhip 
where  we  could,  and  which  we  had 
lanthorns  for,  and  kept  firing  guns  all 
the  night  long ;  letting  them  know  by 
this,  that  there  was  a  fhip  not  far  off. 


About  eight  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, we  difcovered  the  fhip's  boats,  by 
the  help  of  our  perfpecTiive-glaffes  j  and 
found  there  were  two  of  them,  both 
thronged  with  people,  and  deep  in  the 
water.  We  perceived  they  rowed,  the 
wind  being  againit  them  ;  that  they 
faw  our  fhip,  and  did  the  utmoft  to 
make  us  lee  them. 

We  immediately  fpread  our  ancient, 
to  let '  them  know  we  faw  them  ;  and 
hung  a  waft  out,  as  a  fignal  for  them 
to  come  on  board ;  and  then  made 
more  fail,  Handing  dire&ly  to  them. 
In  a  little  more  than  half  an  hour,  we 
came  up  with  them  ;  and,  in  a  word, 
took  them  all  in,  being  no  lefs  than 
fixty-four  men,  women,  and  children; 
for  there  were  a  great  many  pafTengers. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  found  it  was  a 
French  merchant- fhip  of  300  tons, 
homeward-bound  from  Quebec,  in  the 
river  of  Canada.  The  mafter  gave  us 
a  long  account  of  the  diftrefs  of  his 
fhip,  how  the  fire  began  in  the  fteer^ 
age,  by  the  negligence  of  the  fteerf- 
man  ;  but,  on  his  crying  out  for  help, 
was,  as  every  body  thought,  entirely 
put  out.  But  they  foon  found,  that 
fome  fparks  of  the  firft  fire  had  gottea 
into  fome  part  of  the  fliip,  fo  difficult 
to  come  at,  that  they  could  not  effec- 
tually quench  it ;  and  afterwards  get- 
ting in  between  the  timber?,  and  with- 
in the  cieling  of  the  fhip,  it  proceeded 
into  the  hold,  and  maftered  all  the 
fkill  and  all  the  application  they  were 
able  to  exert. 

They  had  no  more  to  do  then,  but 
to  get  into  their  boats,  which,  to  their 
great  comfort,  were  pretty  largej  be- 
ing their  long-boat,  and  a  great  fhal- 
lop,  befides  a  fmall  fkiff,  which  was 
of  no  great  fervice  to  them,  other  than 
to  get  fome  frefh  water  and  provifions 
into  her,  after  they  had  fecured  them- 
felves from  the  fire.  They  had  indeed 
fmall  hope  of  their  lives  by  getting 
into  thefe  boats  at  that  diftance  from 
any  land  j  only,  as  they  laid  well,  that 
they  were  efcaped  from  the  fire,  and 
had  a  poflibility  that  fome  fhip  might 
happen  to  be  at  fea  and  might  take 
them  in.  They  had  fails,  oars,  and 
a  compafs,  and  were  preparing  to  make 
the  beft  of  their  way  to  Newfoundland, 
the  wind  blo\ving  pretty  fair;  for  it 
blew  an  eafy  gale  at  S.  E.  by  E.  They 
had  as  much  provifions  and  water,  as, 
with  fparing  it  fo  as  to  be  next  door  to 
X  (larring, 


162 


ROBINSON    CRUSOE. 


ftarving,  might  fupport  them  about 
twelve  days  ;  in  which,  if  they  had  no 
bad  weather,  and  no  contrary  winds, 
the  captain  feu?,  lie  hoped  he  might 
get  to  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland, 
and  might  perhaps  tnke  fome  fifli  to 
fultain  them  till  they  might  go  on 
fhore.  But  there  were  ib  many  chances 
againft  them  in  all  thefc  cafes  ;  fuch  as 
iiorms  to  ovcrfet  and  founder  them  5 
rains  and  cold  to  benumb  and  pcrifh 
their  limbs  ;  contrary  winds  to  keep 
them  out  and  ftarve  them-,  that  it  mull: 
have  been  next  to  miraculous  if  they 
had  efcaped. 

In  the  midft  of  their  confutations, 
every  one  being  hopelefs  and  ready 
to  defpair,  the  captain  with  tears  in 
his  eyes  told  me,  they  were  on  a  fud- 
den  furprized  with  the  joy  of  hearing 
a  gun  fire,  and  after  that  four  more  j 
thefe  were  the  five  guns  which  I  caufed 
to  be  fired  at  fir  it  leering  the  light: 
this  revived  their  hearts,  and  gave 
them  the  notice,  which,  rs  above,  I 
defigned  it  mould,  viz.  that  there  was 
a  fhip  at  hand  for  their  help. 

It  was  upon  the  hearing  thefe  guns 
that  they  took  down  their  mails  and 
fails  ;  and  the  found  coming  from  the 
windward,  they  refolved  to  lie  by  till 
morning.  Some  time  after  this,  hear- 
ing no  more  guns,  they  fired  three 
mufquets,  one  a  confiderable  while  af- 
ter another  ;  but  thefe,  the  wind  being 
contrary,  we  never  heard. 

Some  time  after  that  again,  they 
were  ftill  more  agreeably  furprized 
with  feeing  our  lights,  and  hearing 
the  guns,  which,  as  I  have  faid,  I 
caufed  to  be  fired  all  the  reft  of  the 
night  j  this  fet  them  to  work  with  their 
oars  to  keep  their  boats  a-head,  at  leaft 
fhat  we  might  the  fooner  come  up  with 
them  ;  and  at  laft,  to  their  inexpi  efTible 
joy,  they  found  we  faw  them. 

It  is   impoflible  for  me  to  exprefs 
thefeveralgeftures,  the  itrangee;. 
the   variety    of  poltures,   which   tlul^ 
poor  delivered  people  run  into,  to  ex- 
prefs the  joy  of  their  fouls  at  lu 
pe&ed  a  deliverance:    grief"  ar,  . 
ure  eafily  defcribed ;  fighs,  t. 
and  ?  very  few  motions  of  head  and 
hands,  makeup  the  fum   of  it 
titty  ;  but  an  excefs  of  joy,  a  furpiue 
of  joy,  has  a  thoufand  extravagancies 
in   it :   there  were  fome  in  tears,  fome 
raging   and   tearing   t1  .as  if 

>.id  been  in  the  ^reateft  agonies 


of  forrow ;  fomeftnrk  raving  and  dotvn* 
right  lunatick;  fome  ran  about  the 
fhip  ftamping  with  their  feet,  others 
wringing  their  hands  ;  fome  were  danc- 
ing, fcveral  fmging,  fome  laughing, 
more  crying;  many  quite  dumb,  not 
able  to  fpeak  a  word  j  others  fick  and 
vomiting;  feveral  fwooning,  and  ready 
to  faint ;  and  a  few  were  eroding  them- 
Rvts  nnd  giving  God  thanks. 

I  would  not  wrong  them  neither; 
there  might  be  many  that  were  thank- 
ful afterward  ;  but  thepaflion  was  too 
ftrong  for  them  at  fij  ft,  and  they  were 
not  able  to  mafter  it  :  they  were  thrown 
into  extafies  and  a  kind  of  frenzy,  and 
ib  there  were  but  a  very  few  who  were 
compofed  and  ferious  in  their  joy. 

Perhaps  alfo  the  cafe  may  have  fome 
addition  to  it,  from  the  particular  cir- 
cumftance  of  the  nation  they  belonged 
to;  I  mean,  the  French,  whofe  tem- 
per is  allowed  to  be  more  volatile, 
more  paffionate,  and  more  fprightly, 
and  their  fpirits  more  fluid,  than  of 
other  nations.  I  am  not  philofopher* 
enough  to  determine  the  caufc,  but 
nothing  I  had  ever  feen  before  came 
up  to  it :  the  extafies  poor  Friday,  my 
trufty  favage,  was  in,  when  he  found 
his  father  in  the  boat,  came  the  neareft 
to  it  ;  and  the  furprize  of  the  mafter, 
and  his  two  companions,  whom  I  de- 
livered from  the  two  villains  that  fet 
them  on  fhoi  e  in  the  ifland,  came  a  little 
way  towards  it;  but  nothing  was  to 
compare  to  this,  either  that  I  faw  in 
Friday,  or  any  where  elfe  in  my  life. 

It  is  farther  obfervable,  that  thefe 
extravagancies  did  notfliew  themfelves 
in  that  different  manner  I  have  men- 
tioned, in  different  perfons  only  ;  but 
all  the  variety  would  appear  in  a  fhort 
fucccflion  of  moments  in  one  and  the 
fame  perfon.  A  man  that  we  faw  this 
minute  dumb,  and,  as  it  were,  ftupid 
and  confounded,  ftiould  the  next  mi- 
r.ute  be  dancing  and  hallooing  like  an, 
nntick;  and  the  next  momenta  tearing 
his  hair,  or  pulling  his  cloaths  t«* 
.•.IK!  tramping  them  under  his 
feet  like  a  madman;  a  few  minutes 
after  that,  we  Ihould  have  him  all  in 
tears,  then  fick,  then  fwooning ;  and 
had  no:  immediate  help  been  had, 
would,  in  a  few  moments  more,  have 

:.-:id  :    and  thus  it  was,  n< 
one  or.  tw9,  or  ten  or  twenty,  but  with 
the  greatelt  part   of  them  j"  and,  if  I 
r^mec;  '  ,    our    furgeon     was 

obliged 
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obliged  to  let  above  thirty  of  them 
blood. 

There  were  twopriefts  among  them, 
one  an  old  man,  and  the  other  a  young 
man;  and  that  which  was  ftrangeft 
was,  that  theoldeft  man  was  the  worft. 

As  foon  as  he  let  his  foot  on  board 
our  fhip,  and  faw  himfelf  Irife,  he 
dropped  down  (lone-dead,  to  all  ap- 
pearance; not  the  lead  fign  of  life 
could  be  perceived  in  him  :  our  fur- 
geon  immediately  applied  proper  reme- 
<iies  to  recover  him,  and  was  the  only 
man  in  the  fhip  that  believed  he  was 
not  dead  ;  and  at  length  he  opened  a 
vein  in  his  arm,  having  fir  ft  chafed 
and  rubbed  the  part,  fo  as  to  warm  it 
as  much  as  poflible;  upon  this  the 
blood,  which  only  dropped  at  firft, 
flowed  fomethirig  freely  ;  in  three  mi- 
nutes after  the  man  opened  his  eyes  j 
and  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after 
that  he  fpoke,  grew  better,  and  in  a 
little  time  quite  well  j  after  the  blood 
was  flopped,  he  walked  about,  told  us 
he  was  perfectly  well,  took,  a  dram  of 
cordial  which  the  furgeon  gaVe  him, 
and  was,  what  we  called,  come  to 
himfelf.  About  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
after  this,  they  came  running  into  the 
cabin  to  the  furgeon,  who  was  bleed- 
ing a  French  woman  that  had  fainted, 
and  told  him  the  prieft  was  gone  ftark 
mad.  It  feems  he  had  began  to  revolve 
the  change  of  his  circumitances  in  his 
mind,  and  this  put  him  into  an  extafy 
of  joy ;  his  fpirits  whirled  about  fafter 
than  the  veffels  could  convey  them  j 
the  blood  grew  hot  and  feverifh  ;  and 
the  man  was  as  fit  for  Bedlam,  as  any. 
creature  that  ever  was  in  it:  the  fur- 
geon would  not  bleed  him  again  in  that 
condition,  but  gave  him  fomething  to 
doze  and  put  him  to  fleep,  which,  af- 
ter lome  time,  operated  upon  him,  and 
he  waked-  next  morning  perfectly  com- 
pofed  and  well. 

The  younger  pried  behaved  himfelf 
with  great  command  of  his  paflion,  and 
was  really  an  example  of  a  ferious 
well -governed  mind.  At  his  firft  com- 
ing on  board  the  fliip,  he  threw  himfelf 
flat  on  his  face,  proltrating  himfelf  in 
thankfulnefs  for  his  deliverance;  in 
which  I  unhappily  and  unfeafonably 
difturbed  him,  really  thinking  he  had 
been  in  a  fwoon ;  but  he  Ipake  calmly, 
thanked  me,  told  me  he  was  giving 
God  thanks  for  his  deliverance  ;  beg- 
ged me  to  leave  him  a  few  moments, 


and  that,  next  to  his  Maker,  he  would 
give  me  thanks  alfo. 

I  was  heartily  forry  that  I  difturbed 
him;  and  not  only  left  him,  but  kept 
others  from  interrupting  him  alfo.  He 
continued  in  that  poflure  about  three 
minutes,  or  a  little  more,  after  I  left 
him  ;  then  came  to  me  as  he  had  faid 
he  would,  and  with  a  great  deal  of 
ferioufnefs  and  affection,  but  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  thanked  me,  that 
had,  under  God,  given  him  and  fo 
many  miferable  creatures  their  lives. 
I  told  him,  I  had  no  room  to  move 
him  to  thank  God  for  it  rather  than 
me,  for  I  had  feen  that  he  had  done 
that  already;  but  I  added,  that 
it  was  nothing  but  what  reafon  and 
humanity  dictated  to  all  men,  and  that 
we  had  as  much  reafon  as  he  to  give 
thanks  to  God,  who  had  bleffed  us  fo 
far  as  to  makeus'the  inftrumentsof  his 
mercy  to  fo  many  of  his  creatures. 

After  this,  the  young  prieft  applied 
himielf  to  his  country-folks,  laboured 
to  compofe  them  ;  purfuaded,  intreat- 
ed,  argued,  reafoned  with  them,  and 
did  his  utmoft  to  keep  them  within  the 
exercife  of  their  reafon ;  and  with 
fome  he  had  fuccefs,  though  others 
were,  for  a  time,  out  of  all  govern- 
ment of  themfelves. 

I  cannot  help  committing  this  to 
writing,  as  perhaps  it  maybe  ufeful 
to  thole  into  vvhofe  hands  it  may  fall, 
in  theguiding  themfelves  in  all  the  ex- 
travagancies of  their  paffions;  for  if 
an  excels  of  joy  can  carry  men  out  to 
fuch  a  length  beyond  the  reach  of  their 
reafon,  what  will  not  the  extravagan- 
cies of  anger,  rage,  and  a  provoked 
mind,  carry  us  to  !  And,  indeed, 
here  I  faw  reafon  for  keeping  an  ex- 
ceeding watch  over  our  paffions  of  eve- 
ry kind,  as  well  thole  of  joy  and 
fatisfaction,  as  thofe  of  forrow  and 
anger. 

We  were  fomething  difordered  by 
thefe  extravagancies  among  our  new 
guefts  for  the  firft  day  ;  but  when  they 
had  been  retired,  lodgings  provided 
for  them  as  well  as  our  mip  would  al- 
low, and  they  had  flept  heartily,  as  inoft 
of  them  did,  being  fatigued  and  fright- 
ened, they  were  quite  another  fort  of 
people  the  next  day. 

Nothing  of  good  manners,  or  civil 

ackuL.wu-dgments    for     the    kindnefs 

fhewn  them  w£s  wanting  ;  the  French, 

it  is  known,  are  naturally  apt  enoughs 
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exceed  that  way.  The  captain  and 
one  of  the  pritfts  came  to  me  the  next 
day  ;  and,  defiring  to  fpeak  with  me 
and  my  nephew,  began  to  confult  with 
us  what  fliould  be  done  with  them; 
and  firft  they  told  us,  that,  as  we  had 
laved  their  lives,  fo  all  they  had  was 
little  enough  for  a  return  to  us  for  the 
kindnefs  received.  The  captain  faid, 
they  had  laved  Ibme  money,  and  fome 
things  of  value  in  their  boats,  catched 
haftily  out  of  the  flames;  and  if  we 
would  accept  it,  they  were  ordered  to 
make  an  offer  of  it  all  to  us  ;  they  only 
defired  to  be  fet  on  more  fomewhere 
our  way,  where,  if  poffible,  they 


might  get  a  parTage  to  France. 

My  nephew  was  for  accepting  their 
money  at  firft  word,  and  to  confider 
what  to  do  with  them  afterwards  :   but 
I  over-ruled   him  in  that  part  ;  for  I 
knew  what  it  was  to  be  let  on  fiiore  in 
a  rtrange  country ;  and  if  the  Portugal 
captain,  that  took  me  up  at  f?a,  had 
ferved  me  fo,  and  took  all  I  had  for 
my  deliverance,  I  mull  have  ftarved,  or 
have  been  as  much  a  flave  at  the  Bra- 
2ils    as  I  had  been  at  Barbary,    the 
being  fold   to   a  Mahometan  only  ex- 
cepted ;  and   perhaps  a  Portuguese  is 
not  a  much  better  mafter  than  a  Turk, 
if  not,  in    fome  cafes,  a  much  worfe. 
I  therefoie  told  the  French  captain, 
that  we  had  taken  them  up  in  their 
diftrefs  it  was  true;  but   that  it  was 
our  duty  to  do  fo,  as  we  were  fellow- 
creatures,  and  as  we  would  defire  to  be 
ib   delivered  if  we  were  in  the  like  or 
any  other  extremity  ;  that  we  had  done 
nothing  for  them  but  what  we  believ- 
ed they  would  have  done  for  us,  if  we 
had  been  in  their  cafe  and  they  in  ours ; 
but  that  we  took  them  up  to  ferve  them 
not  to  plunder  them  ;  anatbat  it  would 
be  a  moft  barbarous  thing  to  take  that 
little  from  them  which  they  had  laved 
out  of  the   fire,  and  then  fet  them  on 
fnore  and  leave  them  ;  that  this  would 
be  firft  to  fave  them  from  death,  and 
then  kill   them  ourfelves  ;  lave   them 
from  drowning,  and  then  abandon  them 
toftarving;   and  therefore  I  would  not 
let  the  leaft  thing  be  taken  from  them. 
Astofettingthem  on  fliore,  I  told  them, 
indeed,  that  was  an  exceeding  difficul- 
ty  to  us,   for  that  thcfhip  was  bound 
to  the  Eaft-Indies  ;    and   though    we 
were  driven  out  of  our  courfe  to  the 
weftward  a  very  great  way,  which  per- 
haps was  directed  by  Heaven  on  pur- 


pofe  for  their  deliverance,  yet  it  was 
impoifibre  for  us  wilfully  to  change 
our  voyage  on  this  particular  account  j 
nor  could  my  nephew,  the  captain,  an- 
fwer  it  to  the  freighters,  with  whom 
he  was  under  charter-party  to  purfue 
his  voyage  by  the  way  of  Brazil  ;  and 
all  1  knew  he  could  do  for  them  was, 
to  put  ourfelves  in  the  way  of  meeting 
with  other  (hips  homeward- bound  from 
the  Weft-Indies,  and  get  thempaflTage, 
if  pollible,  to  England  or  France. 

The  firft  part  of  the  propofal  was  fo 
generous  and  kind,  they  could  not  but 
be  very  thankful  for  it ;  but  they  were 
in  a  great  confternation,  efpecially  the 
paflengei  s,  at  the  notion,  of  being  car- 
ried away  to  the  Raft-Indies.  They 
then  intreated  me,  that  feeing  I  was 
driven  fo  far  to  the  weftward  before  I 
met  with  them,  I  would  at  leaft  keep 
on  the  fame  courfe  to  the  Banks  of 
Newfoundland,  where  it  was  poffible  I 
might  meet  with  fome  Ihip  or  floop 
that  they  might  hire  to  carry  them 
back  tq  Canada,  from  whence  they 
came, 

I  thought  this  was  but  a  reafonable 
requeft  on  their  part,  and  therefore  I 
inclined  to  agree  to  it;  for  indeed  I 
confidered,  that  to  carry  this  whole 
company  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  would  not 
only  be  an  intolerable  feverity  to  the 
poor  people,  but  would  be  ruining  our 
whole  voyage  by  devouring  all  our 
provifions;  fo  I  thought  it  no  breach 
of  charter-party,  but  what  an  untore- 
feen  accident  made  abfulutely  neceflary 
to  us,  and  in  which  no  one  could  lay 
we  were  to  blame ;  for  the  Jaws  of 
God  and  n.tture  would  have  forbid 
that  we  mould  refufe  to  take  up  two 
boats  full  of  people  in  fuch  a  di  ft  reflect 
condition  ;  and  the  nature  of  the  thing, 
as  well  refpecling  ourfelves  as  the 
poor  people,  obliged  us  to  fee  them  o\\ 
fliore  fomewhere  or  other  for  their  d^- 
liverance  :  fo  I  contented  that  we  would 
carry  thc'in  to  Newfoundland,  if  wind 
and  weather  would  permit ;  and,  if 
not,  that  I  would  carry  them  to  M-ir- 
tinico,  in  the  Weft- Indies. 

The  wind  continued  frefh  eafterly, 
but  the  weather  pretty  good  ;  and  as  it 
had  blowed  continually  in  the  points 
between  N.E.  and  S.I',  a  long  time, 
we  miffed  feveral  oppoi  tunities  of  fend- 
ing them  to  France;  for  we  met  feve- 
ral mips  bound  to  Europe,  whereof 
two  were  French,  from  St.  Chrifto- 
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phef  s  ;  but  they  had  been  fo  long 
beating  up  againft  the  wind,  that  they 
durft  take  in  no  paflengers  for  fear  of 
wanting  provifions  for  the  voyage,  as 
xvell  for  themlelves  as  for  thole  they 
fliould  take  in;  fo  we  were  obliged  to 
go  on.  It  was  about  a  week  after 
this,  that  we  made  the  Banks  of  New- 
foundland; where,  to  fliorten  my  ttory, 
we  put  all  our  French  people  on  board  a 
bark,  which  they  hired  at  fea  there, 
to  put  them  on  more,  and  afterwards 
to  carry  them  to  France,  if  they  could 
getprovilion  to  vi6lual  themfelves  with. 
When  I  fay  all  the  French  went  on 
fhore,  I  mould  remember,  that  the 
young  prieft  I  fpoke  of,  hearing  we 
were  bound  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  delired 
to  go  the  voyage  with  us,  and  to  be 
fet  on  fhore  on  the  coaft  of  Coroman- 
del  :  I  readily  agreed  to  that ;  for  I 
wonderfully  liked  the  man,  and  had 
very  good  reafon,  as  will  appear  after- 
wards ;  alfo  four  of  the  feamen  enter- 
ed themlelves  in  our  fhip,  and  proved 
very  uftful  fellows. 

From  hence  we  directed  our  courfe 
for  the  Weft-Indies,  (leering  away  S. 
and  S.  by  E.  for  about  twenty  days 
together,  fometimes  little  or  no  wind 
at  all,  when  we  met  with  another  fub- 
je,6]t  for  our  humanity  to  work  upon, 
almoft  as  deplorable  as  that  before. 

It  was  in  the  latitude  of  twenty-feven 
degrees,  five  minutes  N.  and  the  i^th 
day  of  March,  1694-5,  when  we  el'pied 
a  iail,  our  courfe  S.E.  and  by  S.  We 
foon  perceived  it  was  a  large  veflel,  and 
that  me  bore  up  to  us ;  but  could  not 
at  firft  know  what  to  make  of  her,  till 
after  coming  a  little  nearer,  we  found 
(he  had  loft  her  main  top-  maft,  fore- 
piaft,  and  boltfprit;  and  prefently  me 
fires  a  gun  as  a  fignal  of  dittrefs  :  the 
weather  was  pretty  good,  wind  at 
N.N.W.  a  frefh  gale,  and  we  foon 
came  to  fpeak  with  her. 

We  found  her  a  (hip  of  Briftol, 
bound  home  from  Barbadoes,  but  had 
been  blown  out  of  the  road  at  Barba- 
does/ a  few  days  before  (lie  was  ready 
to  fail,  by  a  terrible  hurricane,  while 
the  captain  and  chief  mate  were  both 
gone  on  more ;  fo  that  bellde  the  ter- 
ror of  the  itor.ii,  they  were  but  in  an 
indifferent  cafe  for  good  artifts  to  bring 
the  fhip  home :  they  had  been  already 
nine  weeks  at  fea,  and  had  met  with 
another  terrible  ftorm  after  the  hurri- 
cane was  over,  which  had  blown  them 
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quite  out  of  their  knowledge  to  the 
wtftward,  and  in  which  they  loll  their 
malts,  as  above.  They  told  us,  they 
expefted  to  have  feen  the  Bahama 
illands,  but  were  then  driven  ;nv,iy 
again  to  thefouth-eall,  by  a  Itronggale 
of  wind  at  N.  N.VV.  the  fame  that 
blew  now,  and  having  no  fails  to  work 
the  fliip  with,  but  a  main-courle,  and 
a  kind  of  fquare  fail  upon  a  jury-fore - 
maft,  which  they  had  let  up,  they  could 
not  lie  near  the  wind,  but  were  en- 
deavouring  to  ftand  away  for  the  Ca- 
naries. 

But  that  which  was  vvorft  of  all 
was,  that  they  wrre  almoft  Itarved  for 
want  of  provisions;  belides  the  fatigues 
they  had  undergone,  their  bread  and 
flefh  was  quite  gone,  they  had  not  an 
ounce  left  in  the  fliip,  and  had  had 
none  for  eleven  days  ;  the  only  relief 
they  had  was,  their  water  was  not  all 
fpent,  and  they  had  about  half  a  bar- 
rel of  flour  left ;  they  had  fugar enough  ; 
fome  fuccades  or  fweetmeats  they  had 
at  firft,  but  they  were  devoured  ;  and 
they  had  feven  calks  of  ruin. 

There  was  a  youth  and  his  mother, 
and  a  maid-lei vant,  on  board,  who 
were  going  paflengers,  and  thinking 
the  fhip  was  ready  to  fail,  unhappily 
came  on  board  the  evening  before  the 
hurricane  began;  and,  having  no  pro- 
villons  of  their  own  left,  they  were  in 
a  more  deplorable  condition  than  the 
refl  ;  for  the  feamen,  being  reduced  to 
fuch  an  extreme  neceflity  themlelves, 
had  no  companion,  we  may  be  fure, 
for  the  poor  paflengers  ;  and  they  were, 
indeed,  in  fuch  a  condition,  that  their 
mifery  is  very  hard  to  defcribe. 

I  had,  perhaps,  not  known  this  part, 
if  my  curiofity  had  not  led  me,  the 
weather  being  fair,  and  the  wind  abat- 
ed, to  go  on  board  the  (hip.  The  fe- 
cond  mate,  who  fcpon  this  occafion 
commanded  the  ftiip,  had  been  on 
board  our  (hip ;  and  he  told  me,  in- 
deed, that  they  had  three  paflengers  in 


the  great  cabin,  that  they  were  in  a 
:   *  Nay,'  fays  he, 
I   believe  they  are  dead,  for  I  have 


deplorable  condition 


heard  nothing  of  them  for  above  two 
days  ;  and  I  was  afraid  to  enquire 
after  them,  for  I  had  nothing  to  re- 
lieve them  with.' 

We  immediately  applied  ourfelves 
to  give  them  what  relief  we  could  fpare; 
and  indeed  I  had  fo  far  over-ruled 
things  with  my  nephew,  that  I  would 

have     r 
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have  victualled  them,  though  we  had 
gone  away  to  Virginia,  or  any  part  of 
the  coaft  of  America,  to  have  iupplied 
ovirftlves  }  but  theie  was  no  neccrlity 
tor  that. 

But  now  they  were  in  a  new  danger; 
for  they  were  afraid  of  eating  too 
much,  even  of  that  little  we  gave  them. 
The  mate  or  commandev  brought  fix 
men  with  him  in  his  boat}  but  thefe 
poor  wretches  lucked  like  (keletons, 
and  were  fo  weak,  they  could  hardly 
fit  to  their  oars  :  the  mate  himfelf  was 
very  ill,  and  half- ilarvedj  for  he  de- 
clared he  had  referved  nothing  from 
the  men,  and  went  (hare  and  (hare 
alike  with  them  in  every  bit  they  eat. 

I  cautioned  him  to  eat  fparingly, 
but  let  meat  before  him  immediately, 
and  he  had  not  eaten  three  mouthfuls 
before  he  began  to  be  fick  and  out  of 
order;  fo  he  flopped  a  while,  and  our 
furgeon  mixed  him  up  fomething  with 
feme  broth,  which  he  laid  wonld  be 
to  him  both  food  and  phyfick;  and 
after  he  had  taken  it,  he  grew  better : 
in  the  mean  time,  I  forgot  not  the 
men ;  I  ordered  viftuals  to  be  given 
'them,  and  the  poor  creatures  rather 
devoured  than  eat  it  5  they  were  fo  ex- 
ceeding hungry,  that  they  were  in  a 
manner  ravenous,  and  had  no  com- 
mand of  themfelves  ;  and  two  of  them 
eat  with  lo  much  greedinefs,  that  they 
were  in  danger  of  their  lives  the  next 
morning. 

The  fight  of  thefe  people's  diftrefs 
was  very  moving  to  me,  and  brought 
to  mind  what  I  had  at  errible  proipecl 
of  at  my  firft  coming  on  more  in  my 
ifland,  where  I  had  not  the  lead  mouth- 
ful of  food,  or  any  hopes  of  procuring 
it ;  befides  the  hourly  apprehenfion  I 
had  of  being  made  the  food  of  other 
creatures.  But  all  the  while  the  mate 
v/as  thus  relating  to  me  the  miferable 
condition  of  the  (hip's  company,  I 
could  not  put  out  of  my  thought  the 
tfory  he  had  told  me  of  the  three  poor 
creatures  in  the  great  cabin;  viz.  the 
mother,  her  Jbn,  and  the  maid-fcrvant, 
whom  he  had  heard  nothing  of  for  two 
or  three  days;  and  whom  he  feeme.d 
to  confefs  they  had  wholly  nt-glecled, 
their  own  extremities  being  fo  great; 
by  which  I  underitootl,  that  they  had 
really  given  them  no  food  at  all,  and 
that  therefore  they  mu(t  be  periflicd, 
and  be  all  lying  dead  perhaps  on  the 
floor  or  deck  of  the  cabin. 


As  I  therefore  kept  the  mate,  whom 
we  then  called  captain,  on  board  with 
his  men  to  refrefli  them,  fo  I  alfo  for- 
got not  the  (Varying  crew  that  wei'je 
left  on  board,  but  ordered  my  own 
boat  to  go  on  board  the  (hip,  and  with, 
my  mate  and  twelve  men  to  carry  them 
a  lack  of  bread,  and  four  or  five  piece* 
of  beef  to  boil.  Our  furgeon  charged 
the  men  to  caufe  the  meat  to  be  boiled 
while  they  ftayed,  and  to  keep  guard 
in  the  cook-room,  to  prevent  the  men's 
taking  it  to  eat  raw,  or  taking  it  out 
of  the  pot  before  it  was  well  boiled, 
and  then  to  give  every  man  but  a  liule 
at  a  time  :  and  by  this  caution  h. 
fervcd  the  men,  who  would  othcrwiie 
have  killed  themfelves  with  that  very 
food  that  was  given  them  on  purpoie 
to  f:tve  their  lives. 

At  the  fame  time,  I  ordered  the 
mate  to  go  into  the  great  cabin,  and 
fee  in  what  condition  the  poorpaflengers 
were  in ;  and,  if  they  were  alive,  to 
comfort  them,  and  give  them  what  re- 
fre(hment  was  proper;  and  the  furgeon 
gave  him  a  large  pitcher  with  fome  of 
the  prepared  broth  which  he  had  given 
the  mate  that  was  on  board,  and  which 
he  did  not  qudtion  would  reftore  them 
gradually. 

I  was  not  fatisfied  \vith  this;  but, 
as  I  faid  above,  having  a  great  mind 
to  fee  the  fcene  of  miiery,  which  I 
knew  the  (hip  itfelf  would  prefent  me 
with,  in  a  more  lively  manner  than  I 
could  have  it  by  report,  I  took'the  cap- 
tain of  the  /hip,  as  we  now  called  him, 
with  me,  and  went  myfelf  a  little  after 
in  their  boat. 

I  found  the  poor  men  on  board  al- 
moft  in  z  tumult  to  get  the  victuals 
out  of  the  boiler  before  it  was  ready. 
But  my  mate  obferved  his  order,  and 
kept  a  good  guard  at  the  cook-room 
door;  and  the  man  he  placed  there, 
after  ufing  all  poflible  perfuafion  to 
have  patience,  kept  them  oft"  by  force  : 
however,  he  cau led  fome  bifcuit  cakes 
to  be  dipped  in  the  pot,  and  foftened 
them  with  the  liquor  of  the  meat, 
which  they  call  /);v-zc;V,  and  gave  them 
every  one  one,  to  (lay  their  itomachs; 
and  told  them  it  was  for  their  own 
fafcty  that  he  was  obliged  to  give  them 
but  little  at  a  time.  But  it  was  all  in 
vain,  and  had  I  not  come  on  board, 
and  their  own  commander  and  officers 
with  me,  and  with  good  words,  and 
fome  thrtats  alfo  of  giving  them  no 
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more,  I  believe  they  would  have  broke 
into  the  cook-room  by  force,  and  tore 
the  meat  out  of  the  furnace  ;  for  words, 
indeed,  are  of  a  very  final!  force  to  a 
hungry  belly.  However,  we  pacified 
them,  and  fed  them  gradually  and 
cautioufly  for  the  firft  time,  and  the 
iiext  time  gave  them  more,  and  at  laft: 
filled  their  bellies,  and  the  men  did 
well  enough. 

But  the  mifery  of  the  poor  paflTengers 
in  the  cabin  was  of  another  nature, 
and  far  beyond  the  reft  j  for  as,  firft, 
the  /hip's  company  had  fo  little  for 
themfelves,  it  was  but  too  true,  that 
they  had  at  fid*  kept  them  very  low, 
and  at  laft  totally  neglected  them  ;  fo 
that  for  fix  or  feven  days,  it  might  be 
faid,  they  had  really  had  no  food  at 
all,  and  for  feveral  days  before  very 
little. 

The  poor  mother,  who,  as  the  firft 
mate  reported,  was  a  woman  of  good 
fenfe  and  good  breeding,  had  fpared 
all  flie  could  get  fo  affectionately  for 
her  fon,  that  at  laft  flie  entirely  funk 
under  it;  and  when  the  mate  of  our 
fhip  went  in,  me  fat  upon  the  floor  or 
deck,  with  her  back  up  againft  the 
fides,  between  two  chairs,  which  were 
lafhed  faft,  and  her  head  funk  in  be- 
tween  her  ftioulders,  like  a  corpfe, 
though  not  quite  dead.  My  mate  laid 
all  he  could  to  revive  and  encourage 
I5er,  and  with  a  fpoon  put  fome  broth 
into  her  mouth.  She  opened  her  lips, 
and  lifted  up  dne  hand,  but  could  not 
fpeak  ;  yet  me  underftood  what  he  faid, 
and  made  figns  to  him,  intimating, 
that  it  was  too  late  for  her  ;  but  point- 
ed to  her  child,  as  if  flie  would  have 
faid,  they  fliould  take  care  of  him. 

However,  the  mate,  who  was  ex- 
ceedingly moved  with  the  fight,  en- 
deavoured to  get  fome  of  the  broth  into 
her  mouth;  and,  as  he  faid,  got  two 
or  three  fpoonfuls  down,  though  I 
<jueftion  whether  he  could  be  fure  of 
it  or  not :  but  it  was  too  late,  and  /he 
died  the  fame  night. 

The  youth,  who  was  preferved  at 
the  price  of  his  moft  affectionate  mo- 
ther's life,  was  not  fo  far  gone ;  yet 
he  lay  in  a  cabin-bed  as  one  ftretched 
'out,  with  hardly  any  life  left  in  him  : 
he  had  a  piece  of  an  old  glove  in  his 
mouth,  having  eaten  up  the  reft  of  itj 
however,  being  young,  and  having 
more  rtrength  than  his  mother,  the 
mats  got  ibnacthing  down  his  throRt, 


and  he  began  fenfibly  to  revive ;  though 
by  giving  him,  fome  time  after,  but 
two  or  three  fpoonfuls  extraordinary, 
he  was  very  fick,  aod  brought  it  up 
again. 

But  the  next  care  was  thepoormaid. 
She  lay  all  along  upon  the  deck  hard 
by  her  miftrefs,  and  juft  like  one  ihac 
had  fallen  down  with  'an  apoplexy, 
and  ftruggled  for  life :  her  limbs 
were  diftorted  ;  one  of  her  hands  was 
clafped  round  the  frame  of  one  chair, 
and  flie  griped  it  fo  hard  that  we 
could  not  eahly  make  her  let  it  go  j 
her  other  arm  lay  over  her  head,  and 
her  feet  lay  both  together,  let  faft 
againft  the  frameof  the  cabin-table;  in 
fliort,  flie  lay  juft  like  one  in  the  laft 
agonies  of  death,  and  yet  flie  was  a- 
live  too. 

The  poor  creature  was  not  only 
ftarved  with  hunger,  and  terrified  with 
the  thoughts  of  death,  but,  as  the  men 
told  us  afterwards,  was  broken-heart- 
ed for  her  miftrefs,  whom  flie  faw  dy- 
ing two  or  three  days  before,  and  whom 
flie  loved  moft  tenderly. 

We  knew  not  what  to  do  with  this 
poor  girl  ;  for  when  our  furgeon,  who 
was  a  man  of  very  great  knowledge 
and  experience,  and  with  great  appli- 
cation recovered  her  as  to  life,  he  had 
her  upon  his  hand  as  to  her  fenfes; 
for  flie  was  little  lefs  than  diftracled 
for  a  confiderable  time  after,  as  fliall 
appear  prefently. 

Whoever  fliall  read  thefe  memoran- 
dums, muft  be  defired  to  confider,that 
vifits  at  fea  are  not  like  a  journey  into 
the  country,  where  Ibmetirnes  people 
ftay  a  week  or  a  fortnight  at  a  place. 
Our  bufinefs  was  to  relieve  this  dii- 
treffed  /hip's  crew,  but  not  lie  by  for 
them  ;  and  though  they  were  willing 
to  fteer  the  fame  courfe  with  us  for 
fome  days,  yet  we  could  carry  no  fas! 
to  keep  pace  with  a  fljip  that  had  no 
rnafts.  However,  as  their  captain  beg- 
ed  of  us  to  help  him  to  fct  up  a  main- 
top-maft,  and  a  kind  of  top-maft  to 
his  jury-fore-maft,  we  did,  as  it  were, 
lie  by  him  for  three  or  four  days  ;  and 
then  having  given  him  five  barrels  of 
beef  and  pork,  two  hog/heads  of  bil- 
cuit,  and  a  proportion  of  peas,  flour, 
and  what  otker  things  we  could  fpare; 
and  taking  three  ca/ks  of  iugar,  and 
fome  rum,  and  feme  pieces  of  eight  of 
them  for  fatisfaclion,  we  left  them  5 
taking  on  board  with  us,  at  their  own 
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earneft  requeft,  the  youth  and  the 
maid,  and  all  their  goods. 

The  yoting  lad  was  about  feventeen 
years  or  age,  a  pretty,  well-bred,  mo- 
deft,  and  fenfible  youth  j  greatly  de- 
jefted  with  the  lofs  of  his  mother,  and, 
as  it  feems,  had  loft  his  father  but  a 
few  months  before  at  Barbadoes.  He 
be^ed  of  the  furgeon  to  fpeak  to  me, 
to  take  him  out  of  the  (hip;  for  he 
laid,  the  cruel  fellows  had  murdered 
his  mother  j  and,  indeed,  fo  they  had, 
that  is  to  fay,  paffively ;  for  they  might 
have  fpared  a  fmall  fuftenance  to  the 
poor  helplefs  widow,  that  might  have 
preferved  her  life,  though  it  had  been 
juft  to  keep  her  alive.  But  hunger 
knows  no  friend,  no  relation,  no  juf- 
tice,  no  right;  and  therefore  is  re- 
rnorfelefs,  and  capable  of  no  com- 
paflion. 

The  furgeon  told  him  how  far  we 
were  going  ;  and  how  it  would  carry 
him  away  from  all  his  friends,  and 
put  him,  perhaps,  in  as  bad  circum- 
ftances  almoft  as  we  found  them  in  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  ftarving  in  the  world. 
He  faicl,  it  mattered  not  whither  he 
'went,  if  he  was  but  delivered  from  the 
terrible  crew  that  he  was  among  :  that 
the  captain  (by  which  he  meant  me, 
for  he  could  know  nothing  of  my  ne- 
phew) had  faved  his  life,  and  he  was 
fure  would  not  hurt  him  ;  and  as  for 
the  maid,  he  was  fure,  if  (he  came  to 
herfelf,  (he  would  be  very  thankful  for 
it,  let  us  carry  them  whither  we  would. 
The  furgeon  reprefented  the  cafe  fo 
affeclionately  to  me,  that  I  yielded  ; 
and  we  took  them  both  on  board,  with 
all  their  goods,  except  eleven  hog- 
meads  of  fugar,  which  could  not  be 
removed  or  come  at ;  and  as  the  youth 
had  a  bill  of  lading  for  them,  I  made 
his  commander  fign  a  writing,  oblig- 
ing him  to  go,  as  foon  as  he  came  to 
Brifto',  to  one  Mr.  Rogers,  a  mer- 
chant there,  to  whom  the  youth  laid 
he  was  related,  and  to  deliver  a  letter 
which  I  wrote  to  him,  and  all  the  goods 
he  had  belonging  to  the  deceafed  wi- 
dow; which  I  fuppofe  was  not  done; 
for  I  could  never  learn  that  the  (hip 
came  to  Briftol,  but  was,  as  is  moft 
probable,  loft  at  fea,  being  in  fo  dif- 
abled  a  condition,  and  fo  far  from  any 
land,  that  I  am  of  opinion,  the  fn  ft 
itotm  ihe  met  with  afterwards  (he 
miht  fctmdcr  in  the  lea;  for  fhc  was 


leaky,  and  had  damage  in  her  hold 
when  I  met  with  her. 

I  was  now  in  the  latitude  of  19  de- 
grees 32  minutes,  and  had  hitherto 
had  a  tolerable  voyage  as  to  weather, 
though  at  firft  the  winds  had  been 
contrary.  I  mail  trouble  nobody  with 
the  little  incidents  of  wind,  weather, 
currents,  &c.  on  the  reft  of  our  voy- 
age j  but,  Shortening  my  ftory  for  the 
fake  of  what  is  to  follow,  (hall  ob- 
ferve,  that  I  came  to  my  old  habita- 
tion, the  ifland,  on  the  loth  of  April, 
1695.  It  was  with  no  fmall  difficulty 
that  I  found  the  place;  for  as  I  came 
to  it,  and  went  from  it  before,  on  the 
fouth  and  eaft-fide  of  the  ifland,  as 
coming  from  the  Brazils,  fo  now  com- 
ing in  between  the  main  and  the  ifland, 
and  having  no  chart  for  the  coaft,  nor 
any  land-mark,  I  did  not  know  it  when 
I  faw  it,  or  know  whether  I  faw  it  or 
no. 

We  beat  about  a  great  while,  and 
went  on  (hore  on  feveral  iflands  in  the 
mouth  of  the  great  River  Oroonoque, 
but  none  for  my  purpofe  j  only  this  I 
learned  by  my  coafting  the  (hore,  that 
I  was  under  one  great  miftake  before, 
viz.  that  the  continent  which  I  thought 
I  faw  from  the  ifland  I  lived  in,  waa 
realiy  no  continent,  but  a  long  ifland, 
or  rather  a  ridge  of  iflands,  reaching 
from  one  to  the  other  (ide  of  the  ex- 
tended mouth  of  that  great  river;  and 
that  the  favages  who  came  to  my  ifland, 
were  not  properly  thofe  which  we  call 
Caribbees,  but  iflanders,  and  other 
barbarians  of  the  fame  kind,  who  in- 
habited fomething  nearer  to  our  fide 
than  the  reft. 

In  fhort,  I  vifited  feveral  of  the 
iflands  to  no  purpofe  ;  fome  I  found 
were  inhabited,  and  fome  were  not. 
On  one  of  them  I  found  fome  Spa- 
niards, and  thought  they  had  lived 
there  ;  but,  fpcaking  with  them,  found 
they  had  a  (loop  by  in  a  fmall  creek 
hard  by,  and  that  they  came  thither  to 
make  fait,  and  catch  fome  pearl-muf- 
fels  if  they  could,  but  they  belonged 
to  the  lilc  dc  Trinidad,  which  lay  far- 
ther north,  in  the  latitude  of  10  and 
ii  der 

Thus  roafting  from  one  ifland  to 
another,  fometimes  with  tin  mip,  fome- 
times  with  the  Frenchman's  fliallop, 
(which  we  had  foum!  a  convenient  boat, 
and  th  with  their  verf 
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good  will)  at  length  I  came  fair  on  the 
iouth-fide  of  my  ifland,  and  I  prefent- 
ly  knew  the  very  countenance  of  the 
place;  f'o  I  brought  the  fhip  fafe  to  an 
anchor,  broadfide  with  the  little  creek 
where  was  my  old  habitation. 

As  foon  as  I  faw  the  place,  I  called 
for  Friday,  and  alked  him  if  he  knew 
where  he  was.  He  looked  about  a 
little,  and  prefently  clapping  his  hands, 
cried,  <  Oyes!  O  there!  O  yes !  O 
'  there!'  pointing  to  our  old  habita- 
tion, and  fell  a  dancing  and  capering 
like  a  mad  fellow;  and  I  had  much 
ado  to  keep  him  from  jumping  into  the 
fea,  to  fwim  alhore  to  the  place. 

«  Well,  Friday,'    faid  I,  «  do  you 

*  think  we  mall  find  any  body  here  or 
'no?  And  what  do  you  think,  mail 

*  we  fee  your  father?'  The  fellow  flood 
mute  as  a  (lock  a  good  while ;  but 
when  I  named  his  father,  the  poor  af- 
fe&ionate    creature  looked    dejected; 
and  I  could  fee  the  tears  run  down  his 
face  very  plentifully.     *  What  is  the 

*  matter,  Friday?'  faid  I.    *  Are  you 
'  troubled  becaufe  you  may  fee  your 
«  father?'—*  No,  no,'  fays  he,  fhak- 
ing  his  head,   (  no  fee  him  more,  no 
'  ever  more  fee  again.' — *  Why  fo,' 
faid  I,  *  Friday  ?  How  do  you  know 
«  that?' — «  Ono!  O  no!' fays  Friday, 
'  he  long  ago  die  ;  long  ago,  he  much 
«  old  man.'—'  Wei!,  well,'    faid   I, 

*  Friday,  you  don't  know.     But  mall 

*  we  fee  anyone  elfe  then  ?'  The  fellow, 
it  feems,    had  better  eyes  than  1,  and 
he  points  jnft  to  the  hill  above  my  old 
houfe ;  and  though  we  lay  half  a  league 
off,  he   cries    out,  *  Me  fee!  me  fee! 

*  yes,  yes,  me  fee  much  man  there, 

*  and  there,    and   theve.'     I    looked, 
but  I  could  fee  nobody,  no,  not  with  a 
perfpeftive-glafs ;  which  was,  I  fup- 
pofe,  becaule  I  could  not  hit  the  place; 
for  the  fellow  was  right,  as  I  found 
upon  enquiry  the  next  day,  and  there 
were  five  or  fix.  men  all  together  ftood 
to  look  at  the  fhip,  not  knowing  what 
to  think  of  us. 

As  foou  as  Friday  had  told  me  he 
.faw  people,  I  cauled  the  Englifh  an- 
cient to  be  fpread,  and  fired  three  guns, 
to  give  them  notice  we  were  friends ; 
and  about  half  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
after,  we  perceived  a  fmoke  rife  from 
the  fide  of  the  creek;  fo  I  immediately 
ordered  a  boat  out,  taking  Friday  with 
me ;  and,  hanging  out  a  white  flag, 
«r  a  flag  of  truce,  I  went  dire&ly  on 


more,  taking  with  me  the  young  friar 
I  mentioned,  to  whom  I  had  told  the 
whole  ftory  of  my  living  there,  and 
the  manner  of  it,  and  every  particular, 
both  of  myfelf  and  thofe  that  I  left 
there  ;  and  who  was,  on  that  account, 
extremely  defirous  to  go  with  me.  We 
had  befides  about  fixteen  men  very 
well  armed,  if  we  had  found  any  new 
guelt  there  which  we  did  not  know  of  j 
but  we  had  no  need  of  weapons. 

As  we  went  on  fhore  upon  the  tide 
of  flood,  near  high  water,  we  rowed 
directly  into  the  creek;  and.  the  firft 
man  I  fxed  my  eye  upon  was  the  Spa- 
niard whole  life  I  had  faved,  and  whom 
I  knew  by  his  face  perfectly  .well ;  as 
to  his  habit,  I  mail  defcribe  it  after- 
wards. I  ordered  nobody  to  go  on 
fhore  at  firft  but  myfelf,  but  there  was 
no  keeping  Friday  in  the  boat ;  for 
the  affectionate  creature  had  fpied  his 
father  at  a  diflance,  a  good  way  off  o£ 
the  Spaniards,  where  indeed  I  faw  no- 
thing of  him  j  and  if  they  had  not  let 
him  go  on  fhore,  he  would  have  jump- 
ed into  the  fea.  He  was  no  fooner  on 
fhore,  but  he  flew  away  to  his  father 
like  an  arrow  out  of  a  bow.  It  would 
have  made  any  man  fhed  tears,  in  fpite 
of  the  firmeft  refolution,  to  have  feen 
the  firft  tranfportsof  this  poor  fellow's 
joy  when  he  came  to  his  father;  how 
-lie  embraced  him,  killed  him,  Itroaked 
his  face,  took  him  up  in  his  arms,  fet 
him  down  upon  a  tree,  and  lay  down 
by  him  ;  then  ftood  and  looked  at  him', 
as  any  one  would  look  at  a  ftrange 
pifture,  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  toge- 
ther;  then  lay  down  upon  the  ground, 
and  ftroaked  his  legs,  and  biffed  them, 
and  then  got  up  again,  and  ftared  at 
him  :  one  would  have  thought  the  fel- 
low bewitched.  But  it  would  have 
made  a  dog  laugh  to  fee  how  the  next 
day  his  paifion  ran  out  another  way.  In. 
the  morning  he  walked  along  the  fhore, 
to-and-again,  with  his  father,  feveral 
hours,  always  leading  him  by  the 
hand,  as  if  he  had  been  a  I'ady;  and 
every  now  and  then  would  come  to 
fetch  fomething  or  other  for  him  to  the 
boat,  either  a  lump  of  fugar,  or  a  dram, 
a  bifcuit,  or  fomething  or  other  that  Was 
good.  In  the  afternoon  his  follies  ran 
another  way ;  for  then  he  would  fet  the 
old  man  down  upon  the  ground,  and 
dance  about  him,  and  made  a  thoufand 
antick  pottures  and  geftures ;  and  all 
the  whili  he  did  this,  he  wou'd  be 
Y  talking 
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talking  to  him,  and  telling  him  one 
ftory  or  another  of  his  travels,  and  of 
vvluit  had  happened  to  him  abroad,  to 
divert  him.  In  (hort,  if  the  lame 
filial  affe&ion  was  to  be  found  in 
Chriltians  to  their  parents,  in  our  parts 
of  the  world,  one  would  be  tempted 
to  fay,  there  hardly  would  have  been 
any  need  of  the  fifth  commandment. 

But  this  is  a  digrellion.  I  return  to 
my  landing.  It  would  be  endlefs  to 
take  notice  of  all  the  ceremonies  and 
civilities  that  the  Spaniards  received 
we  with.  The  firlt  Spaniard,  whom, 
as  I  laid,  I  knew  very  well,  was  he 
whole  life  I  laved.  He  came  towards 
the  boat,  attended  by  one  more,  carry- 
ing a  flag  of  truce  alfo  ;  and  he  did  not 
only  not  know  me  at  firlt,  but  he  had 
no  thoughts,  no  notion  of  it's  being 
me  that  was  come,  till  I  fpoke  to  him. 
«  Signior,'  laid  I,  in  Portugueze,  *  do 
«  you  not  know  me?'  At  which  he 
fpoke  not  a  word  5  but,  giving  his 
mufquet  to  the  man  that -was  with  him, 
threw  his  arms  abroad,  and  faying 
fomething  in  Spanifh,  that  I  did  not 
perfectly  hear,  came  forward,  and  em- 
braced me,  telling  me  he  was  inex- 
cufable  not  to  know  that  face  again, 
that  he  had  once  fecn,  as  of  an  angel 
from  heaven,  fent  to  fave  his  life.  He 
faid  abundance  of  very  handforne 
things,  as  a  well-bred  Spaniard  al- 
ways knows  how;  and  then  beckon- 
ing to  the  perlbn  that  attended  him, 
bade  him  go  and  call  out  his  comrades. 
He  then  afked  me,  if  I  would  walk  to 
my  old  habitation,  where  he  would 
give  me  pofleflion  of  my  own  houfe 
again,  and  where  I  mould  fee  there 
had  been  but  mean  improvements.  So 
I  walked  along  with  him  ;  but,  alas  !  I 
could  no  more  find  the  place  again, 
than  if  I  had  never  been  there j  for 
they  had  planted  ib  many  trees,  and 
placed  them  in  fuch  a  polturc,  fo  thick 
and  clofe  to  one  another,  in  ten  years 
time  they  were  grown  Ib  big,  that,  in 
fliort,  the  place  was  inacceflible,  ex- 
cept by  fuch  windings  and  blind  ways, 
as  they  themfelves  only  who  made  them 
could  find. 

]  alked  them  what  put  them  upon 
all  thefe  fortifications.  He  told  me,  I 
would  fay  there  was  need  enough  of  it, 
when  they  had  given  an  account  how 
they  had  pa  (fed  their  time  fince  their 
arriving  in  the  Jfland,  efpecially  after 
they  had  the  misfortune  to  lind  that 
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I  was  gone.  He  told  me  he  conld  not 
but  have  fome  fatisfaction  in  my  good 
fortune,  when  he  heard  that  I  wa» 
gone  in  a  good  (hip,  and  to  my  fatif- 
faclionj  and  that  he  had  oftentimes  a 
ftrong  perluafion,  that  one  time  or 
other  he  fhould  fee  me  again.  But 
nothing  that  ever  befel  him  in  his  life, 
he  faid,  WAS  fo  furprizing  and  afflict- 
ing to  him  at  firlt,  as  the  difappoint- 
ment  he  was  under  when  he  came 
back  to  the  ifland,  and  found  I  was 
not  tlvere. 

As  to  the  three  barbarians  (fo  he 
called   them)  that  were    left   behind, 
and  of  whom  he   faid  he  had  along 
ftory  to  tell    me,    the    Spaniards  all 
thought  themfelves  much  better  among 
the  i'avages,  only  that  their  number  was 
fo  fmall.     «  And,'  fays  he,  «  had  they 
been  ftrong  enough,  we  had  been  all 
long  ago  in  purgatory  !'  and  with  that 
le   crofted    himfelf  upon   the    breaft. 
But,  Sir,'  fays  he,  '  I  hope  you  will 
not  be  difpleafed,  when  I  fhall  teH 
you   how,    forced    by  neceffity,  we 
were  obliged,  for  our  own  prel"  •.  i- 
tion,    to    difarm    them,    and    make 
them   our   fnbjecl?,  \vho  would    not 
be  content  with  being  moderately  our 
matters,  butwould  be  ourmurdcrers.* 
I  an  f we  red,  I  was    heartily  afraid   of 
it  when  I  left  them  there ;  and  nothing 
troubled  me  at  my  parting  from   the 
ilhnd,  but  that  they  were  not  come 
back,  that  I  might  have  put  them  in 
pofleilion  of  every  thing  firft,  and  left 
the  others  in  a  ftate  of  fubjeftion,  as 
they  deferved  :    but   if    they   had    re- 
duced   them   to   it,    1  was  vtiy  glad, 
and   fhould  be  veiy  far  from    rinding 
any  fault  with  it ;  for  I  knew  they  wei-e 
a    parcel    of    refractory    ungovernable 
villains,  and  were  fit  for  any  manner  of 
mifchief. 

While  I  was  faying  this,  came  the 
nnn  whom  he  had  lent  back,  and 
with  him  eleven  men  more.  In  the 
drels  they  were  in,  it  was  impoflible 
to  guel's  what  nation  t!u:v  were  of; 
but  he  made  all  clear  both  to  them 
and  to  me.  Firlt,  he  turned  to  me, 
and  pointing  to  them,  faid,  *  Thefe, 
'  Sir,  are  fome  of  the  gentlemen  \vl;r> 
'  owe  their  lives  to  you.*  And  then 
turning  to  them,  and  pointing  to  me, 
he  let  them  know  who  I  was  ;  upon 
which  they  all  came  up  one  by  one, 
not  as  if  they  had  bern  Jailoi 
ordinary  fellows,  and  I  the  like,  but 
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really  as  if  they  had  been  ambafla- 
dors  or  noblemen,  and  I  a  monarch 
or  a  great  conqueror  Their  behavi- 
our was  to  the  laft  degree  obliging  and 
courteous,  and  yet  mixed  with  a  man- 
ly, majeltick  gravity,  which  very  well 
became  them  ;  and,  in  fhort,  they  had 
fo  much  more  manners  than  I,  that  I 
Icarce  knew  how  to  receive  their  civi- 
lities, much  lei's  how  to  return  them 
in  kind. 

The  hiftory  of  their  coming  to  and 
conduft  in  the  ifland,  after  my  going 
away,  is  fo  remarkable,  and  has  ib 
many  incidents,  which  the  former  part 
of  my  relation  will  help  to  undcrltand, 
and  which  will,  in  moft  of  the  parti- 
culars, refer  to  that  account  I  have 
already  given,  that  I  cannot  but  com- 
mit them  with  great  delight  to  the 
reading  of  thofe  that  come  after  me. 

I  (hall  no  longer  trouble  the  ftory 
with  a  relation  in  the  firft  perfon, 
which  will  put  me  to  the  expence  of 
ten  thoufand  faid  JV,  and  faid  bis, 
and  be  told  me"s,  and  I  told  bim"s> 
and  the  like;  but  I  mail  colkft  the 
facts  hiftorically,  as  near  as  I  can  ga- 
ther them  out  of  my  memory  from 
what  they  related  to  me,  and  from 
what  I  met  with  in  my  converfing  with 
them,  and  with  the  place. 

In  order  to  do  this  fuccin&ly,  and 
as  intelligibly  as  I  can,  I  muft  go  back 
to  the  circumliance  in  which  I  left  the 
ifland,  and  which  the  perfons  were  in 
of  whom  I  am  to  fpeak.  At  firft  it  is 
neceffary  to  repeat,  that  I  had  fent 
away  Friday's  father  and  the  Spaniard, 
the  two  whole  lives  I  had  refcued  from 
the  favages  j  I  fay,  I  had  fent  them 
away  in  a  large  canoe  to  the  main  (as 
I  then  thought  it)  to  fetch  over  the 
Spaniard's  companions  whom  he  had 
left  behind  him,  in  order  to  lave  them 
from  the  like  calamity  that  he  had  been 
in  ;  and  in  order  to  luccour  them  for 
the  prefent,  and  that,  it  poflible,  we 
might  together  find  fome  way  for  our 
deliverance  afterward. 

When  I  fent  them  away,  I  had  no 
vilible  appearance  of,  or  the  leail  room 
to  hope  for  my  own  deliverance,  any 
more  than  I  had  twenty  years  before  j 
much  lefs  had  I  any  foreknowledge  of 
what  after  happened;  I  mean,  of  an 
Englifh  (hip  coming  on  fliore  there  to 
fetch  them  off;  and  it  could  not  but  be  a 
very  great  furprize  to  them,  when  they 
came  back,  not  only  to  find  that  I 


was  gone,  but  to  find  three  ftrangers 
left  on  the  loot,  poiTefled  of  all  that 
I  had  left  behind  me,  which  would 
otherwife  have  been  their  own.  ( 

The  firlt  thing,  however,  which  I 
enquired  into,  that  I  might  begin, 
where  I  left  off,  was  of  their  own 
part;  and  I  defircd  he  would  give  me 
a  particular  account  of  his  voyage 
back  to  his  countrymen  with  the  boat, 
when  I  fent  him  to  fetch  them  over. 
He  told  me  there  was  little  variety  in 
that  part  ;  for  nothing  remarkable 
happened  to  them  on  the  way,  they 
having  very  calm  weather  and  a 
iinooth  lea;  for  his  country m«n,  it 
could  not  be  doubted,  he  laid,  but 
that  they  were  overjoyed  to  fee  him  : 
(it  feems  he  was  the  principal  man 
among  them,  the  captain  of  the  veflel 
they  had  been  (hipwrecked  in  having 
been  dead  fome  time.)  They  were, 
he  faid,  the  more  furprized  to  lee  him, 
becaufe  they  knew  he  was  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  favages,  who,  they  were 
fatisficd,  would  devourhim,  as  they  did 
all  the  reft  of  their  prifoners;  that 
when  he  told  them  the  Itory  of  his  de- 
liverance, and  in  what  manner  he  was 
furnilhed  for  carrying  them  away,  it 
was  like  a  dream  to  them ;  and  their 
aftonifliment,  they  laid,  was  fome- 
thing  like  that  of  Jofeph's  brethren, 
when  he  told  them  who  he  was,  and 
told  them  the  Itory  of  his  exaltation, 
in  Pharaoh's  court.  But  when  he 
(hewed  them  the  arms,  the  powder, 
the  ball,  and  the  provifions  that  he 
brought  them  for  their  journey  or 
voyage,  they  were  reltored  to  them- 
felves,  took  a  juft  (hare  of  the  joy  of 
their  deliverance,  and  immediately  pre- 
pared to  come  away  with  him. 

Their  mil  buijnefs  was  to  get  ca- 
noes; and  in  this  they  were  obliged 
not  to  ftick  fo  much  upon  the  honeft 
part  of  it,  but  to  trefpafs  upon  their 
friendly  iavages,  and  to  borrow  two 
large  canoes  or  periaguas,  on  pretence 
of  going  out  a  riming  or  for  plea- 
fure. 

In  thele  they  came  away  the  next 
morning.  It  feems  they  wanted  no 
time  to  get  themfelves  ready,  for  they 
had  no  baggage,  neither  cloaths  nor 
proviiions,  nor  anything  in  the  world 
but  what  they  had  on  iheirj,  and  a  few- 
roots  to  eat,  of  which  they  ufed  to  make 
their  bread. 

.  They  v^ere  in  all  three  weeks  ab- 
Y  %  fent, 
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fent,  and  in  that  time,  unluckily  for 
them,  I  had  the  occafion  offered  for 
rny  efcape,  as  I  mentioned  in  my 
other  part,  and  to  get  off  from  the 
iil.mdi  leaving  three  of  the  mod  im- 
pudent, hardened,  ungoverned,  dif- 
agreeable  villains  behind  me,  that  any 
man  could  defue  to  meet  with,  to  the 
poor  Spaniards  great  grief  and  dif- 
appcintment  you  may  be  fure. 

The  only  juft  thing  the  rogues  did 
was,  that  when  the  Spaniards  came 
on  fhore,  they  gave  my  letter  to  them, 
and  gave  them  piovifions,  and  other 
relief,  as  I  had  ordered  them  to  do; 
alfo  they  gave  them  the  long  paper 
of  directions,  which  I  had  left  with 
;them,  containing  the  particular  me- 
thods which  I  took  for  managing  every 
part  of  my  life  there ;  the  way  how  I 
baked  my  bread,  bred  up  my  tame 
goats,  and  planted  my  corn;  how  I 
cured  my  grapes,  made  my  pots,  and, 
in  a  word,  every,  thing  I  did;  all  this 
being  written  down,  they  gave  to  the 
Spaniards,  two  of  whom  underftood 
Englifh  well  enough;  nor  did  they 
refule  to  accommodate  the  Spaniards 
with  any  thing  elfe,  for  they  agreed 
very  well  for  fome  time;  they  gave 
them  an  equal  admiffion  into  the  houfe 
.or  cave,  and  they  began  to  live  very 
fociably  ;  and  the  head  Spaniard,  who 
had  feen  pretty  much  of  my  method, 
and  Friday's  father  together,  managed 
all  their  affairs ;  for,  as  for  the  Englifli- 
inen,  they  did  nothing  but  ramble 
.about  the  ifland,  (hoot  parrots,  and 
catch  tortoifes,  and  when  they  came 
home  at  night  the  Spaniards  provided 
their  fuppers  for  them. 

The  Spaniards  would  have  been  fa- 
tisfjec!  v/iih  this,  would  the  others  but 
have  ict  them  alone;  which,  however, 
'they  could  not  find  in  their  hearts  to 
do  long ;  but,  like  the  dog  in  the 
manger,  they  would  not  eat  them- 
.Jelves,  and  would  not  let  others  eat 
neither.  The  differences,  neverthe- 
Jefs,  were  at  firft  but  trivia!,  and  fuch 
as  are  not  worth  relating  ;  but  at  laft 
it  broke  out  into  open  war,  and  it  be- 
gan  with  all  the  rudenefs  and  infb- 
can  be  imagined,  without 
;i,  without  provocation,  contrary 
»o  nature,  and  indeed  to  ccmmon  ftnfc ; 
and  though  it  is  true,  the  firlt  relation 
of  it  came  from  the  Spaniards  them- 
felves,  whom  I  may  call  the  accu/ers, 
>ct  v,hc:*  1  came  to  examine  the  fel- 


lows, they  could  not  deny  a  wprd  of 
it. 

But  before  I  come  to  the  particulars 
of  this  part,  I'  muft  fupply  a  defect; 
in  my  former  relation  ;  and  this  was, 
that  I  forgot  to  fet  down  among  the 
reft,  that,  juft  as  we  were  weighing  the 
anchor  to  fet  fail,  there  happened  a 
little  quarrel  on  board  our  (hip,  which 
I  was  afraid  once  would  turn  to  a  fe- 
cond  mutiny  ;  nor  was  it  appealed, 
till  the  captnin,  rou-/in^  x:p  Ins  cou- 
rage, and  taking  us  all  to  his  afliftance, 
parted  them  by  force,  and  making  two 
of  the  moft  refractory  fellows  pri- 
foners,  he  laid  them  in  irons  ;  and  as 
they  had  been  active  in  the  former  dif- 
orders,  and  let  fall  fome  ugly  dange- 
rous words  the  fccond  time,  he  threat- 
ened to  carry  them  in  irons  to  Eng- 
land, and  have  them  hanged  there  for 
mutiny  and  running  away  with  the 
(hip. 

This,  it  feems,  though  the  captain 
did  not  intend  to  do  it,  frighted  fome 
other  men  in  the  fhip;  and  fome  of 
them  had  put  it  into  the  heads  of  the 
reft,  that  the  captain  only  gave  them 
good  words  for  the  prefent,  till  they 
fhould  come  to  fome  Englim  port,  and 
that  then  they  fliould  be  all  put  into  a 
gaol,  and  tried  for  their  lives. 

The  mate  got  intelligence  of  this, 
and  acquainted  us  with  it;  upon  which 
it  was  defired  that  I,  who  (till  paffed 
for  a  great  man  among  them,  mould 
go  down  with  the  mate,  and  fatisfy 
the  men,  and  tell  them,  that  they 
might  be  affured,  if  they  behaved  well 
the  reft  of  the  voyage,  all  they  had 
done  for  the  time  pait  fhould  be  par- 
doned. So  I  went;  and  after  parting 
my  honour's  word  to  them,  they  ap- 
peared eafy  ;  and  the  more  fo,  when  I 
cauled  the  two  men,  who  had  been  laid 
in  irons,  to  be  re  leafed  and  forgiven. 

But  this  mutiny  hnd  brought  us  to 
an  anchor  for  that  night,  the  wind  alfo 
falling  calm.  Next  morning  we  found, 
that  our  two  men  who  had  been  laid 
in  irons,  had  ftole  each  of  them  a  muf- 
quet,  and  fome  other  weapons ;  what 
powder  or  mot  tluy  had',  we  knew  not; 
and  had  taken  the  Ihip's  pinnace, 
which  was  not  yet  hauled  up,  nnd  run 
away  with  her  to  their  companions  in 
joguery  on  more. 

As  loon  as  we  found  this,  I  order- 
ed the  long-boat  on  fliore,  with  twelve 
men  and  the  mate,  and  away  they  went 

to 


ROBINSON     CRUSOE. 


to  feek  the  rogues  ;  but  they  could 
neither  find  them  nor  any  of  the  reft, 
for  they  all  fled  into  the  woods  when 
they  faw  the  boat  coming  on  more. 
The  matew,is  once  refolved,  in  juftice 
to  their  roguery,  to  have  deftroyed 
their  plantations,  burnt  all  their  houf- 
hold-fturT  and  furniture,  and  left  them 
to  fhift  without  it ;  but  having  no  order, 
he  let  all  alone,  left  every  thing  as  they 
found  it,  and  bringing  the  pinnace 
away,  came  on  board  without  them. 

Thefe  two  men  made  their  number 
five;  but  the  other  three  villains  were 
fo  much  wickeder  than  thefe,  that  after 
they  had  been  two  or  three  days  toge- 
ther, they  turned  their  two  new-comers 
out  of  doors  to  fliift  forthemfelves;  and 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  them  ; 
nor  could  they,  for  a  good  while,  be  per- 
fuaded  to  give  them  any  food.  As  for 
the  Spaniards,  they  were  not  yet  come. 

When  the  Spaniards  came  fiift  on 
fliore,  the  bufmefs  began  to  go  for- 
ward ;  the  Spaniards  would  have  per- 
fuaded  the  three  Englifli  brutes  to 
have  taken  in  their  two  countrymen 
again,  that,  as  they  faid,  they  might  be 
all  one  family;  but  they  would  not 
hear  of  it.  So  the  two  poor  fellows 
lived  by  themfelves,  and  finding  no- 
thing but  induftry  and  application 
would  make  them  live  comfortable, 
they  pitched  their  tents  on  the  north 
more  of  the  ifland,  but  a  little  more 
to  the  weft,  to  be  out  of  the  danger  of 
the  favages,  who  always  landed  on  the 
caft  parts  of  the  ifland. 

Here  they  built  two  huts,  one  to 
lodge  in,  and  the  other  to  lay  up  their 
magazines  and  Itores  in;  and  the  Spa- 
niards having  given  them  fome  corn 
for  feed,  efpecially  fome  of  the  peas 
which  I  had  left  them,  they  dug  and 

?lanted,  and  incloied,  after  the  pattern 
had  fet  for  them  all,  and  began  to 
live  pretty  well.  Their  firft  crop  of 
corn  was  on  the  ground,  and  though 
it  was  but  a  little  bit  of  land  which 
they  had  dug  up  at  firfl,  having  had 
but  a  little  time,  yet  it  was  enough  to 
relieve  them,  and  find  them  with  bread 
and  other  eatables ;  and  one  of  the  fel- 
lows, being  the  cook's  mate  of  the  fhip, 
was  very  ready  at  making  Coup,  pud- 
dings, and  fuch  other  preparations,  as 
the  rice,  and  the  milk,  and  fuch  little 
flefh  as  they  got,  furniflied  him  to  do. 
Thiy  were  going  on  in  a  little  thriv- 
ing pofture,  when  the  three  unnatural 


rogues,  their  own  countrymen  too,  in 
mere  humour,  and  to  infult  them, 
came  and  bullied  them,  and  told  them 
the  ifland  was  theirs;  that  the  gover- 
nor, meaning  me,  had  given  them  pof- 
ferfion  of  it,  and  nobody  elfe  had  any 
right  to  it;  and,  damn  them,  they  mould 
build  no  houfes  upon  their  ground,  un- 
itfs  they  would  pay  them  rent  for  them. 

The  two  men  thought  they  had 
jefted  at  firft ;  and  afked  them  to  come 
and  fit  down,  and  fee  what  fine  houfes 
they  were  that  they  had  built,  and 
tell  them  what  rent  they  demanded. 
And  one  of  them  merrily  told  them, 
if  they  were  ground-landlords,  he 
hoped,  if  they  built  tenements  upon  the 
land,  and  made  improvements,  they 
would,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  all 
landlords,  grant  them  a  long  leafe, 
and  bid  them  go  fetch  a  fcrivener  to 
draw  the  writings.  One  of  the  three, 
damning  and  raging,  told  them,  they 
mould  fee  they  were  not  in  jeft  ;  and 
going  to  a  little  place  at  a  diftance, 
where  the  honeit  men  had  made  a  fire 
to  drefs  their  victuals,  he  takes  a  fire- 
brand, and  claps  it  to  the  outfide  of 
their  hut,  and  very  fairly  fet  it  on  fire; 
and  it  would  have  been  all  burnt  down 
in  a  few  minutes,  if  one  of  the  two  had 
not  run  to  the  fellow,  thruft  him  away, 
and  trod  the  fire  out  with  his  feet,  and 
that  not  without  fome  di&culty  too. 

The  fellow  was  in  fuch  a  rage  at 
the  honeft  man's  thrufting  him  away, 
that  he  turned  upon  him  with  a  pole 
he  had  in  his  hand  ;  and  had  not  the 
man  avoided  the  blew  very  nimbly, 
and  run  into  the  hut,  he  had  ended 
his  days  at  once.  His  comrade,  fee- 
ing the  danger  they  were  both  in,  ran 
in  after  him,  and  immediately  they 
came  both  out  with  their  mufquets  j 
and  the  man  that  was  firft  11  ruck  at; 
with  the  pole,  knocked  the  fellow 
down  who  began  the  quarrel  with 
the  ftock  of  his  mufquet,  and  that  be- 
fore the  other  two  could  come  to  help 
him  ;  and  then  feeing  the  reft  come  at 
them,  they  ftood  together,  and  pre- 
fenting  the  other  ends  of  their  pieces 
to  them,  bade  them  Hand  off. 

The  others  had  fire-arms  with  them 
too;  but  one  of  the  two  honeit  men, 
bolder  than  his  comrade,  and  made 
delperate  by  his  danger,  told  them,  if 
they  offered  to  move  hand  or  foot  they 
were  all  dead  men,  and  boldly  com- 
manded them  to  lay  down  their  arms. 

They 
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They  did  not  indeed  lay  down  their 
arms  ;  but,  feeing  him  refolute,  it 
brought  them  to  a  parley,  and  they 
confented  to  take  their  wounded  man 
with  them,  and  be  gonej  and,  indeed, 
it  feems  the  fellow  was  wounded  fuf- 
rkieutJy  with  the  blow  j  however, 
they  were  much  in  the  wrong,  fince 
they  had  the  advantage,  that  they  did 
not  difarm  them  effectually,  as  they 
might  have  done,  and  have  gone  im- 
mediately to  the  Spaniards,  and  given 
them  an  account  how  the  rogues  had 
treated  them ;  for  the  three  villains 
lludied  nothing  but  revenge,  and  every 
day  gave  them  ibme  intimation  that 
they  did  fo. 

But  not  to  croud  this  part  with  an 
account  of  the  lefler  part  of  their  ro- 
gueries, fuch  as  treading  down  their 
corn,  mooting  three  young  kids,  and 
a  fhe-goat,  which  the  poor  men  had 
got  to  breed  up  tame  for  their  ftore  j 
and,  in  a  word,  plaguing  them  night 
and  day  in  this  manner;  it  forced  the 
two  men  to  Iuch  a  defperation,  that 
they  refolved  to  fight-'them  all  three 
the  firft  time  they  had  a  fair  opportu- 
nity. In  order  to  this,  they  refolved 
to  go  to  the  caftle,  as  they  called  it, 
that  was  my  old  dwelling,  where  the 
three  rogues  and  the  Spaniards  all 
lived  together  at  that  time,  intending 
to  have  a  fair  battle,  and  the  Spaniards 
fhould  Hand  by  to  fee  fair  play.  So 
they  got  up  in  the  morning  before  day, 
and  came  to  the  place,  and  called  the 
Englishmen  by  their  names,  ttlling 
a  Spaniard  that  anfwered,  that  they 
xvanted  to  fpeak  with  them. 

It  happened  that  the  day  before 
t\vo  of  the  Spaniards,  having  been  in 
the  woods,  had  feen  one  of  the  two 
Enrii&fl&cnj  whom,  for  dUHn&km,  I 
call  the  honed  men  ;  and  he  had  made 
a  fad  complaint  to  the  Spaniards  of  the 
barbarous  ufage  they  had  me:  with 
from  their  three  countrymen,  and  how 
they  had  ruined  their  plantation  and 
deltroycd  their  corn  that  they  had  la- 
boured fo  hard  to  bring  forward.  n:,d 
killed  their  milch-goat  and  the  three 
kicls,  which  was  all  they  had  provided 
for  their  luftenance;  and  that  if  he 
and  his  friends,  meaning  the  Spanhids, 
did  not  afliit  them  again,  they  Iliould 
be  ftarved.  V/hen  the  Spaniards  came 
home  at  night,  and  they  were  all  at 
fupper,  he  took  th*  freedom  to  re- 
prove the  three  Englishmen,  though  in 


gentle  and  mannerly  terms,  and  aflced 
them  how  they  could  be  fo  cruel,  they 
being  harmlefs  iuoffenfive  fellows,  and 
that  they  were  putting  themfelves  in  a 
way  to  fublift  by  their  labour,  and  that 
it  had  coft  them  a  great  deal  of  pains 
to  bring  things  to  fuch  perfedion  as 
they  had. 

One  of  the  Englishmen  returned 
very  brifkly,  «  What  had  they  to  do 
'  there  ?'  that  they.came  on  more  with- 
out leave }  and  that  they  fliould  not 
plant  or  build  upon  theiflandj  it  was 
none  of  their  ground.  *  Why,'  fays 
the  Spaniard,  very  calmly,  «  Seignior 
«  Inglefe,  they  muft  not  ftarve !'  The 
Englifhman  replied,  like  a  true  rough- 
hewn  tarpaulin,  they  might  ftarve 
and  be  damned,  they  mould  not  plant 
nor  build  in  that  place.  «  But  what 

*  murt  they  do  then,  Seignior?1  fays 
the  Spaniard.     Another  of  the  brutes 
returned, '  Do !  d — n  them !'  they  mould 
be    fervants,    and    work    for    them. 

*  But   how  can    you   expeft   that   of 

*  them  ?     They  are  not  bought  with 

*  your  money  $  you  have   no  right  to 
4  make  them  fervants.'    The  Englifii- 
man  anfwered,    the  ifland  was  theirs, 
the  governor  had  given   it    to   them, 
and  no  man  had  any  thing  to  do  there 
but  themfelves ;   and  with  that  fwore 
by  his  Maker,  that  he  would  go  and 
burn  all  their  new  huts  j  they  fliould 
build  none  upon  their  land. 

1  Why,  Seignior,'  fays  the  Spaniard, 
'  by  the  fame  rule,  we  muft  be  your 
'  fervants  too.'—*  Ay,'  fays  the  bold 
dog,  *  and  fo  you  lhall  too,  before  we 

*  have  done  with  you  j'  mixing  two  or 
three  G— d  damme's  in  the  proper  in- 
tervals of  his  fpeech.     The  Spaniard 
only  fmiltd  at  that,  and  made  him  no 
anfwer.  However,  this  little  difcourfe 
had  heated  them  ;  and  ftarting  up,  one 
lays  to  the  other,  (I  think  it  was  he 
tii.-y    called   Will    Atkins)    «  Come, 

Jack,  let  us  go  and  have  t'other 
brufli  with  them  :  we'll  dcmolifh 
their  calUe,  I'll  warrant  you  ;  they 
mall  plant  no  colony  in  our  domi- 
nions.' 

Upon  this,  they  were  all  trooping  a- 
way,  with  every  man  a  gun,  a  piitol, 
and  a  fword  j  and  muttered  fome  in- 
folent  things  among  themfelves,  of 
what  they  would  do  to  the  Spaniard* 
too,  when  opportunity  offered  j  but  the 
Spaniards,  it  Items,  did  not  *b  per- 
fectly underftand  them  as  to  £now  all 
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the  particulars  ;  only,  that,  in  gene- 
ral, they  threatened  them  hard  for  tak- 
ing the  two  Englishmen's  part. 

Whither  they  went,  or  how  they  be- 
ftowed  their  time  that  evening,  the 
Spaniards  laid  they  did  not  know; 
but  it  Teems  they  wandered  about  the 
country  part  of  the  night,  and  then 
lying  down  in  the  place  which  I  ufed 
to  call  my  bower,  they  were  weary, 
and  overilept  themfelves.  The  cafe 
was  this  :  they  had  refolved  to  itay  till 
midnight,  and  fo  to  take  the  poor  men 
when  they  were  afleep ;  and  they  ac- 
knowledged it  afterwards,  intending 
to  fet  fire  to  their  huts  while  they  were 
in  them,  and  either  burn  them  in  them, 
or  murder  them  as  they  came  out.  And 
as  malice  feldom  *fleeps  very  found, 
it  was  very  ftrange  they  would  not  have 
been  kept  waking. 

However,  as  the  two  men  had  alfo 
a  defign  upon  them,  as  I  have  faid> 
though  a  much  fairer  one  than  that  of 
burning  and  murdering,  it  happened, 
and  very  luckily  for  them  all,  that 
they  were  up  and  gone  abroad  before 
the  bloody-minded  rogues  came  to 
their  huts. 

When  they  came  thither,  and  found 
the  men  gone,  Atkins,  who  it  feems 
was  the  forwarded  man,  called  out  to 
his  comrades,  *  Ha,  Jack  !  here's  the 
•  neft  ;  but,  d — n  them,  the  birds  are 
'  flown.'  They  mufed  a  while  to  think 
what  fliould  be  the  occafion  of  their 
being  gone  abroad  fo  foon,  and  fug- 
gefted  prefently,  that  the  Spaniards 
had  given  them  notice  of  it}  and  with 
that  they  fhook  hands,  and  fwore  to 
one  another  that  they  would  be  re- 
venged of  the  Spaniards.  As  foon  as 
they  had  made  this  bloody  bargain, 
they  fell  to  work  with  the  poor  men's 
habitation  j  they  did  not  fet  fire  in- 
deed to  any  thing,  but  they  pulled 
down  both  their  houfes,  and  pulled 
them  fo  limb  from  limb,  that  they  left 
not  the  lealt  ftick  landing,  or  fcarce 
any  fign  on  the  ground  where  they 
ftood ;  they  tore  all  their  little  col- 
lected houfhold  fluff  in  pieces,  and 
threw  every  thing  about  in  iuch  a 
manner,  that  the  poor  men  found, 
afterwards,  fome  of  their  things  a  mile 
.off  from  their  habitation. 

When  they  had  done  this,  they  pull- 
ed up  all  the  young  trees  which  the 
.poor  men  had  planted;  pulled  up  the 
inclofure  they  had  made  to  fecure  their 


cattle  and  their  corn  ;  and,  in  a  word, 
facked  and  plundered  every  thing,  as 
compleatly  as  a  herd  of  Tartars  would 
have  done. 

The  two  men  were  at  this  juncture 
gone  to  find  them  out,  and  had  re- 
iblved  to  fight  them  wherever  they  had 
been,  though  they  were  but  two  to 
three :  fo  that,  had  they  met,  there 
certainly  would  have  been  blood/hed 
among  them  j  for  they  were  all  very 
(lout,  refolute  fellows,  to  give  them 
their  due. 

But  Providence  took  more  care  to 
keep  them  afunder,  than  they  them- 
felves could  do  to  meet ;  for,  as  they 
had  dogged  one  another,  when  the 
three  were  gone  thither,  the  two 
were  here  j  and  afterwards,  when  the 
two  went  back  to  find  them,  the  three 
were  come  to  the  old  habitation  again. 
We  mail  fee  their  differing  conduct 
prefently.  When  the  three  came  back, 
like  furious  creatures,  flufhed  with  the 
rage  which  the  work  they  had  beea 
about  put  them  into,  they  came  up 
to  the  Spaniards,  and  told  them  what 
they  had  done,  by  way  of  feoff  and 
bravado ;  and  one  of  them  Pepping  up 
to  one  of  the  Spaniards,  as  if  they  had 
been  a  couple  of  boys  at  play,  takes 
hold  of  his  hat,  as  it  was  upon  his 
head,  and  giving  it  a  twirl  about,  fleer- 
ing in  his  face,  fays  he  to  him,  « And 

*  you,  Seignior  Jack  Spaniard,  /hall 

*  have  the  fame  fauce,  if  you  do  not 
'  mend   your   manners.'      The   Spa- 
niard, who,  though  quite  a  civil  man, 
was  as  brave  as  a  man  could  be  de- 
fired  to  be,  and  withal  a  ftrong  welU 
made  man,    looked  (teadily  at  him  for 
a  good   while  ;  and  then,  having  no 
weapon   in  his  hand,  ilepped  gravely 
up  to  him,  and,  with  one  blow  of  his 
filt,  knocked  him   down,  as  an  ox  is 
felled  with  a  pole-ax  j  at  which  one 
of  the  rogues,    infolent   as   the   firft, 
fired  his  piftol  at  the  Spaniard  imme-^ 
diately  j   he   miffed   his    body  indeed, 
for  the  bullets  went  through  his  hair, 
but  one  of  them  touched  the  tip  of  his 
ear,  and  he  bkd  pretty  much.     The 
blood   made   the  Spaniard   believe    h.2 
was   more  hurt  than    he  really  was, 
and  that  put  him  into  fome  heat,  for 
before  he  acted  all   in  a  perfect  calm  ; 
but  now  refolving  to  go  through  with 
h<s  work,  he  rtooped,  and    took  the 
fellow's  mufquetwhom  he  had  knocked 
down,  and  wasjuft  going  to  Ihoot  the 

man 
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man  who  had  fired  at  him  ;  when  the 
re(t  of  the  Spaniards,  heing  in  the 
cave,  came  out,  and  calling  to  him 
not  to  (hoot,  they  (tepped  in,  fecured 
the  other  two,  and  took  their  arms 
from  them. 

When  they  were  thus  difarmed,  and 
found  they  had  made  all  the  Spaniards 
their  enemies,  as  well  as  their  own 
countrymen,  they  began  to  cool;  and, 
giving  the  Spaniards  better  words, 
would  have  had  their  arms  again;  but 
the  Spaniards,  coniidering  the  feud 
that  was  between  them  and  the  other 
two  Englishmen,  and  that  it  would  be 
the  bed  method  they  could  take  to 
keep  them  from  one  another,  told  them 
they  would  do  them  no  harm  j  and  if 
they  would  live  peaceably,  they  would 
be  very  willing  to  adit!  and  aflbciate 
with  them  as  they  did  before  j  but 
that  they  could  not  think  of  giving 
them  their  arms  again,  while  they  ap- 
peared fo  refolved  to  do  mifchief  with 
them  to  their  own  countrymen,  and 
had  even  threatened  them  all  to  make 
them  their  lervants. 

The  rogues  were  now  more  capable 
to  hear  reaibn  than  to  aft  reaion  ; 
but  being  refufed  their  arms,  they 
went  raving  away,  and  raging  like 
madmen,  threatening  what  they  would 
do,  though  they  had  no  fire-arms. 
But  the  Spaniards,  deipifing  their 
threatening,  told  them  they  fhould 
take  care  how  they  offered  any  injury 
to  their  plantation  or  cattle;  for,  if 
they  did,  they  would  (hoot  them,  as 
they  would  do  ravenous  bea(ta,  where- 
ever  they  found  them  j  and,  if  they 
fell  into  their  hands  alive,  they  would 
certainly  be  hanged.  However,  this 
\vas  far  from  cooling  them  ;  but  away 
they  went,  (wearing  and  raging  like 
furies  of  hell.  As  foon  as  they  were 
gone,  came  back  the  two  men,  in  paf- 
iion  and  rage  enough  alfo,  though  of 
another  kindj  for,  having  been  at 
•their  plantation,  and  finding  it  all 
demolished  and  dertroyed,  as  above, 
it  will  eafily  be  luppofed  they  had  pro- 
vocation enough;  they  could  fcnrce 
have  room  to  tell  their  tale,  the  Spa- 
niards were  fo  eager  to  tell  them  theirs  ; 
and  it  was  ftrangc  enough  lo  find,  that 
three  men  fhould  thus  bully  nineteen, 
and  receive  no  puntlhnient  at  all. 

The  Spaniards  indeed  defpifed  them, 
and  efpecially  hav,ing  thus  cli farmed 
them,  mads  light  of  their  thix-a tun- 


ings j  but  the  two  Engliftimen  refolv* 
ed  to  have  their  remedy  againft  thtm, 
what  pains  foever  it  coil  to  find  them 
out. 

But  the  Spaniards  imerpofed   here 
too,  and  told   them,    that    they  were 
already  difarmed  }  they  could  not  con- 
lent  that   they  (the  two)  fhould  pur- 
fue  them  with  fire-arms,  and  perhaps 
kill  them  :   '  But,'  (aid  the  grave  Spa- 
niard, who  was  their  governor,  '  we 
will  endeavour  to  make  them  do  you 
jultice,  if  you  will  leave  it  to  us  j 
for,  as   there  is  no  dowbt  but  they 
will   come   to   us  again  when  their 
paffion  is  over,    being  not  able   to 
fubfift  without  ouraiTirtance,  we  pro - 
mile   you   to    make    no   peace    with 
them,  without  having  a  full  (atis- 
fa&ion  for  you  j  and  upon  this  con- 
dition we  hope  you  will  promifc  to 
ufe    no     violence    with   them    other 
than  in  your  defence.' 
'    The  txvo  Englifhmen  yielded  to  this 
very  aukwardly,    and   with  great  re - 
luclance  ;  but  the  Spaniards  protefted, 
they  did  it  only  to  keep  them   from 
bloodihed,  and  to    make    all   eafy  at 
la(l :   *  for,'  laid   they,  '  we  are  not  fo 

*  many  of  us  ;  here  is  room  enough  for 

*  us  all,  and  it  is  great  pity  we  mould 
'  not  be  all  good  friends.'     At  length 
they  did  confent,  and  waited  for  the 
ifiue  of  the   thing,    living   for    Ibme 
days   with   the    Spaniards;    for  their 
own  habitation  was  deitroyed. 

In  about  five  days  time  the  three 
vagrants,  tired 'with  wandering,  and 
almoft  liarved  with  hunger,  having 
chiefly  lived  on  turtle's  eggs  ail  that 
while,  came  back  to  the  grove  ;  and 
finding  my  Spaninrd,  who,  as  I  have 
laid,  was  the  governor,  and  two  more 
with  him,  walking  by  the  fide  of  the 
creek,  they  came  tip  in  a  very  fub- 
miilive  humble  manner,  and  begged 
to  be  received  again  into  the  (amily. 
The  Spaniards  uied  them  civilly,  but 
told  them,  they  had  acled  fo  unnatu- 
rally by  their  counuymcn,  and  fo  very 
grolsly  by  them,  (the  Spaniards)  that 
they  could  not  come  to  any  conclulion 
without  confulting  the  two  Knglifh- 
men,  and  the  rcltj'  but,  however,  they 
would  go  to  them  and  difcourfe  about 
it,  and  they  mould  know  in  ! 
hour.  It  may  be  guefled,  that  they 
were  very  hard  put  to  it ;  ior  it  teems, 

v  were  to  wait  this  half  li 
an  anfwer,  they  begged  he  would  fend 

them 
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them  out  fome  bread  in  the  mean  timej 
Which  he  did,  and  fent  them  at  the 
fame  time  a  large  piece  of  goat's  flefh, 
and  a  broiled  parrot;  which  they  eat 
very  heartily,  for  they  were  hungry 
enough. 

After  half  an  hour's  confutation 
they  were  called  in,  and  a  long  de- 
bate had  about  them,  their  two  coun- 
trymen charging  them  with  the  ruin 
of  all  their  labour,  and  a  delign  to 
murder  them  ;  all  which  they  owned 
ttefore,  and  therefore  could  not  deny 
now.  Upon  the  whole,  the  Spaniards 
a&ed  the  moderators  between  them  j 
and  as  they  had  obliged  the  two  En- 
gliftimen  not  to  hurt  the  three,  while 
they  were  naked  and  unarmed,  fo  they 
now  obliged  the  three  to  go  and  re- 
build their  fellows  two  huts,  one  to 
-be  of  the  fame  dimenfions,  and  the 
other  larger  than  they  were  before ; 
•alfo  to  fence  their  ground  again,  where 
they  had  pulled  up  the  fences,  plant 
trees  in  the  room  of  thofe  pulled  up, 
dig  up  the  land  again  for  planting  corn, 
where  they  had  fpoiled  it  5  and,  in  a 
word,  to  restore  every  thing  in  the 
fame  ftate  as  they  found  it,  as  near  as 
they  could ;  for  entirely  it  could  not 
be,  the  feafon  for  the  corn  and  the 
growth  of  the  trees  and  hedges  not  be- 
ing podible  to  be  recovered. 

Well,  they  all  fubmitted  to  this  j 
and  as  they  had  plenty  of  proviiions 
given  them  all  the  while,  they  grew 
very  orderly,  and  the  whole  fociety 
began  to  live  pleafantly  and  agreeably 
together  again ;  only  that  thefe  three 
fellows  could  never  be  perfuaded  to 
work;  I  mean,  not  for  themfelves, 
except  now  and  then  a  little,  juit  as 
they  pleafed  ;  however,  the  Spaniards 
told  them  plainly,  that  if  they  would 
but  live  fociably  and  friendly  together, 
and  ftudy  in  the  whole  the  good  of 
the  plantation,  they  would  be  content 
to  work  for  them,  and  let  them  walk 
about  and  be  as  idle  as  they  pleafed; 
and  thus  having  lived  pretty  well  to- 
gether for  a  month  or  two,  the  Spa- 
niards gave  them  their  arms  again, 
and  gave  them  liberty  to  go  abroad 
with  them  as  before. 

It  was  not  above  a  week  after  they 
had  thefe  arms,  and  went  abroad,  but 
the  ungrateful  creatures  began  to  be 
as  infolent  and  troublefome  as  before; 
but,  however,  an  accident  happened 
prefently  upon  this,  which  endangered 
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the  fafety  of  them  all ;  they  were  oblig- 
ed to  lay  by  all  private  refentments, 
and  look  to  the  prefervation  of  their 
lives. 

It  happened  one  night,  that  the 
Spaniard  governor,  as  I  call  him,  that 
is  to  fay>  the  Spaniard  whofe  life  I 
had  faved,  who  was  now  the  captain, 
or  leader,  of  governor  of  the  reft,  found 
himfelf  very  uneafy  in  the  night,  and 
could  by  no  means  get  any  fleep  :  he 
was  perfeclly  well  in  body,  as  he  told 
me  the  ftory,  only  fofcnd  bis  thoughts 
tumultuous ;  his  mind  ran  upon  mea 
fighting,  and  killing  one  another,  but 
was  broad  awake,  and  could  not  by 
any  means  get  any  ileep  ;  in  fhort,  he 
lay  a  great  while  j  but,  growing  more 
and  more  uneafy,  he  refolved  to  rife. 
As  they  lay,  being  fo  many  of  them, 
upon  goat-fkins,  laid  thick  upon  fuch 
couches  and  pads  as  they  made  for 
thenaielves,  and  not  in  hammocks  and 
mip-beds,  as  I  did,  who  was  but  one; 
fo  they  had  little  to  do,  when  they 
were  willing  to  rife,  but  to  get  up 
upon  their  feet,  and  perhaps  put  on 
a  coat,  fuch  as  it  was,  and  their  pumps, 
and  they  were  ready  for  going  any 
way  that  their  thoughts  guided  them. 

Being  thus  gotten  up,  he  looked 
out;  but,  being  dark,  he  could  lee  lit- 
tle or  nothing  $  and  befides,  the  trees 
which  I  had  planted,  as  in  my  former 
account  is  defcribed,  and  which  were 
now  grown  tall,  intercepted  his  fight, 
fo  that  he  could  only  look  up,  and  fee 
that  it  was  a  clear  ttar- light  night  ; 
and  hearing  no  noiib,  he  returned  and 
laid  him  down  agrain;  but  it  was  all 
one,  he  could  not  fleep^  nor  could  he 
compofe  himfelf  to  any  thing  likereil, 
but  his  thoughts  were  to  the  laft  de- 
gree uneafy,  and  yet  he  knew  not  for 
what. 

Having  made  fome  noife  with  riling 
and  walking  about,  going  out  and 
coming  in,  another  of  tiiem  waked, 
and  calling,  afked  who  it  was  that  was 
up.  The  governor  told  him  how  it 
had  been  with  him.  *  Say  you  fo  ?* 
fays  the  other  Spaniard  j  '  fuch  things 
'  are  not  to  be  ilighted,  I  affaire  you  5 
'  there  is  certainly  fome  mifchief  work- 
*  ing,1  fays  he,.*  near  us.'  And  prefently 
he  aiked  him,  «  Where  are  the  Englifh- 
men  ?'— •'  They  are  all  in  their  huts,* 
fays  he,  '  fafe  enough.'  It  feems,  the 
Spaniards  had  kept  pofTeflion  of  the  main 
apartment,  and  had  made  a  place  where 
Z  the 
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the  three  Englishmen,  fmce  their  laft 
mutiny,  always   quartered  by    them- 
felves,  and  could  not  come  at  the  reft. 
Well,'  fays  the  Spaniard,  *  there  is 
fomething  in  it,  I  am  perfuaded  from 
my  own   experience}  I  arn   fati&iitd 
our  fpirits  embodied   have  converfe 
with,  and  receive  intelligence  from, 
the  ipirits  unembodied,  and  inhabit- 
ing the   invifible    world;    and    this 
friendly   notice  is  given  for  our  ad- 
vantage,, if  we   know  how  to  make 
ufe  qf  it.     Come.,'  fays  he,  '  let  us  go 
out  and  look  abroad  ;  and  if  we  find 
nothing  at  all  in  it  to  jurlify  our  trou- 
ble, rll  tell  you  a  Itory  to  the  pur- 
pole,  that  mail  convince  you  of  the 
jultice  of  my  propoling  it.* 
In  a  word,  they  went  out  to  go  to 
the   top  of  the  hill,  where  I  ui'ed  to 
go  j  but  they,  being  Itrong,    and  in 
good   company,  nor  alone,  as  I  was, 
xifed  none  of  my  cautions  to  go  up  by 
the  ladder,  and  then  pulling  it  up  af- 
ter  them,  to  go  up  a  fecond  ftage  to 
the  top,  but  were  going  round  through 
the  grove    unconcerned   and  unwary, 
when  they  were  furprized  with  feeing 
a   light,  as  of   fire,  a  very  little  way 
off  from  them,  and  hearing  the  voices 
of  men,  not  of  one  or  two,  but  of  a 
great  number. 

In  all  the  difcoveries  I  had  made 
of  the  favagcs  landing  on  the  iiland, 
it  was  my  conrtant  care  to  prevent 
them  making  the  leaft  difcovery  of 
there  being  any  inhabitant  upon  the 
place;  and  when  by  any  neceflity  they 
came  to  know  it,  they  felt  it  fo  effec- 
tually, that  they  that  got  away,  were 
icarce  able  to  give  any  account  of  it, 
for  we  difappeared  as  foon  as  poflible ; 
nor  did  ever  any  that  had  feen  me, 
efcape  to  tell  any  one  ejfe,  except 
it  were  the  three  favages  in  our  lalt 
encounter,  who  jumped  into  the  boat, 
of  whom  I  mentioned,  that  I  was 
afraid  they  fliould  go  home  and  bring 
more  help. 

Whether  it  was  the  confequcnce  of 
the  efcape  of  thofe  men,  that  fo  great 
a  number  came  now  together;  or  whe- 
ther they  came  ignorantly  and  by  ac- 
cident, on  their  ufual  bloody  err.in<i, 
the  Spaniards  could  not  it  Hems  un- 
derftaqd  :  but  whatever  it  was, 
been  their  bufinefs,  either  to  have  con- 
cealed themfelves,  and  not  have  feen 
them  at  all  j  much  lei's  to  have  let  the 
lavages  have  feen  that  there  were  any 


inhabitants  in  the  place;  but  to 
fallen  upon  them  fo  effectually,  as  that 
not  a  man  of  them  mould  have  efcap- 
ed,  which  could  only  have  been  by 
getting  in  between  them  and  their 
boats;  but  this  prefence  of  mind  was 
wanting  to  them,  which  was  the  ruin 
of  their  tranquillity  for  a  great  while. 

We  need  not  doubt,  but  that  the 
governor,  and  the  rruin  with  him,  fur- 
prized  with  this  light,  ran  back  im- 
mediately and  railed  their  fellows, 
giving  them  an  account  of  the  immi- 
nent danger  they  were  all  in  ;  and  they 
again  as  readily  took  the  alarm,  but 
it  was  impoflible  to  perfuade  them  to 
Ihiy  clofe  within  where  they  were,  but 
that  they  muft  all  run  out  to  fee  how 
things  (tood. 

While  it  was  dark,  indeed,  they 
were  well  enough,  and  they  had  op- 
portunity enough  for  fome  hours,  to 
view  them  by  the  light  of  three  fires 
they  had  made  at  fome  diftance  from 
one  another.  What  they  were  doing 
they  knew  not,  and  what  to  do  tliem- 
felves  they  knew  not ;  for,  firft,  the 
enemy  were  too  many;  and,  fecondly, 
they  did  not  keep  together,  but  were 
divided  into  leveral  parties,  and  were 
on  fhore  in  feveral  places. 

The  Spaniards  were  in  no  fmall 
confternation  at  this  fight;  and  as  they 
found  that  the  fellows  ran  ftraggling 
all  over  the  fhore,  they  made  no  doubt 
but  firft  or  la(t  fome  of  them  would 
chop  in  upon  their  habitation,  or  upon 
fome  other  place,  where  they  would 
fee  the  tokens  of  inhabitants;  and 
they  were  in  great  perplexity  alfo  for 
fear  of  their  flock  of  goats,  which 
would  have  been  little  lei's  than  ftarv- 
ing  diem,  if  they  mould  have  been  de- 
ftroyed  ;  fo  the  firlt  thing  they  reiblved 
upo-n  was,  to  difpatch  three  men  away 
before  it  was  light,  viz.  two  Spaniards 
and  one  Englishman,  to  drive  all  the 
goats  away  to  the  great  valley  where 
the  cave  was,  and,  if  need  were,  to 
drive  them  into  the  very  cave  itfelf. 

Could  they  have  feen  the  favages  all 
together  in  one  body,  and  at  a  diftancc 
from  their  canoes,  they  reiblved,  if 
there  had  been  an  hundred  of  them, 
to  have  attacked  them;  but  that  could 
not  be  obtained,  for  they  were  fome 
of  them  two  miles  otf  from  the  other, 
and,  as  it  appenred  afterwards,  were 
of'  two  different  nations. 

After  having  mufcd  a  great  while 
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on  the  courfe  they  mould  take,  and 
beating  their  brains  in  confidering  their 
prefent  circumftances,  they  refolved  at 
Jail,  while  it  was  dark,  to  lend  the 
old  favage  (Friday's  father)  out  as  a 
fpy,  to  learn,  if  poflible,  fomething 
concerning  them,  as  what  they  came 
for,  and  what  they  intended  to  do, 
#nd  the  like.  The  old  man  readily 
undertook  it,  and  ftripping  himielt 
quite  naked,  as  moll  of  the  favages 
were,  away  he  went:  after  he  had 
gone  an  hour  or  two,  he  brings  word, 
that  he  had  been  among  them  undif- 
covered ;  that  he  found  they  were  two 
parties,  and  of  two  feveral  nations, 
who  had  war  with  one  another,  and 
had  had  a  great  battle  in  their  own 
country,  and  that  both  fides  having 
had  feveral  prifoners  taken  in  the  fight, 
they  were  by  mere  chance  landed  in 
the  fame  ifland,  for  the  devouring 
their  prifoners,  and  making  merry  ; 
but  their  coming  fo  by  chance  to  the 
fame  place,  had  fpotled  all  their  mirth  ; 
that  they  were  in  a  great  rage  at  one 
another,  and  were  fo  near,  that  he  be- 
lieved they  would  fight  again  as  foon, 
as  day-light  began  to  appear;  but  he 
did  not  perceive  that  they  had  any  no- 
tion of  any  body's  being  on  the  ifland 
but  themfelves.  He  had  hardly  made 
an  end  of  telling  the  ftory,  when  they 
could  perceive,  by  the  unufual  noife 
they  made,  that  the  two  little  armies 
were  engaged  in  a  bloody  fight. 

Friday's  father  ufed  all  .the  argu- 
ments iie  could  to  perfuade  our  peo- 
ple to  lie  clofe,  and  not  be  feen ;  he 
told  them,  their  fafety  conh'ited  in  it, 
and  that  they  had  nothing  to  do  but  to 
lie  ftill,  and  the  favages  would  kill 
one  another  to  their  hands,  and  the 
reft  would  go  away  ;  and  it  was  fo  to 
a  tittle.  But  it  was  impoflible  to  pre- 
vail, efpccially  upon  the  Englimmen  ; 
their  curiofity  was  fo  importunate  up- 
on their  prudentials,  that  they  muft 
run  out  and  fee  the  battle.  However, 
they  ufed  fome  caution,  viz.  they  did 
rot  go  openly,  juft  by  their  own  dwell- 
ing, but  went  farther  into  the  woods, 
and  placed  themfelves  to  advantage", 
where  they  might  fecurely  fee  them 
manage  the  fight,  and,  as  they  thought, 
not  to  be  feen  by  them;  but,  it  feems, 
the  favages  did  fee  them,  as  we  (hall 
»rtd  hereafter. 

The  battle  was  very  fierce  j  and  if 
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I  might  believe  the  Englishmen,  one 
of  them  faid,  he  could  perceive  that 
fome  of  them  were  men  of  great  bra- 
very, of  invincible  fpirits,  and  of  great 
policy  in  guiding  the  fight.  The  bat- 
tle, they  laid,  held  two  hours,  before 
they  could  guefs  which  party  would 
be  beaten ;  but  then  that  party  which 
was  nearer!  our  people's  habitation, 
began  to  appear  weakeft,  and  after 
fome  time  more,  fome  of  them  began: 
to  fly  ;  and  this  put  our  men  again  into 
a  great  confternation,  left  any  of  thofe 
that  fled  fhouid  run  into  the  grove  be- 
fore their  dwelling  for  flicker,  and 
thereby  involuntarily  difcovev  the 
place;  and  that  by  coniequence  the 
purfuers  fhould  do  the  like  in  fearch  for 
them.  Upon  this  they  refolved,  that 
they  would  ftand  armed  within  the 
wall,  and  whoever  came  into  the  grove, 
they  fhould  fally  out  over  the  wall 
and  kill  them;  fo  that,  if  poflible, 
not  one  mould  return  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  it.  They  ordered  alfo,  that 
it  fliould  be  done  with  their  fwords, 
or  by  knocking  them  down  with  the 
ftock  of  the  mufquet,  not  by  mooting 
them,  for  fear  of  railing  an  alarm  by 
the  noife. 

As  they  expected,  it  fell  out;  three 
of  the  routed  army  fled  for  life,  and 
crofling  trie  creek,  ran  direftly  into 
the  place,  not  in  the  laaft  knowing 
whither  they  went,  but  running  as 
into  a  thick  wood  for  melter  :  thefcout 
they  kept  to  look  abroad  gave  notice  of 
this  within,  with  this  addition,  to  our 
men's  great  fatisfaction,  viz.  that  the 
conquerors  had  not  purfued  them,  or 
feen  which  way  they  were  gone.  Upon 
this  the  Spaniard  governor,  a  man  of 
humanity,  would  not  fuffer  them  to 
kill  the  three  fugitives ;  but,  fending 
three  men  out  by  the  top  of  the  hill, 
ordered  them  to  go  r^und,  and  coming 
in  behind  them,  fur  prize  and  take 
them  prifoners,  which  was  done;  the 
refidue  of  the  conquered  people  fled  to 
their  canoes,  and  got  off  to  lea;  the 
vidlors  retired,  and  made  no  purfuit, 
or  very  little;  but  drawing  -themfelves. 
into  a  body  together,  gave  two  gieat 
fcreamingfliouts,  which  they  fuppo fed 
were  by  way  of  triumph,  and  fo  the 
fight  ended  :  and  the  fame  day,  about 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  they 
alfo  marched  to  their  canoes.  And 
thus  the  Spaniards  had  their  ifland 
£  a  ;  again, 
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again  free  to  themfelves,  their  fright 
was  over,  and  they  faw  no  favages  in 
leveral  years  after. 

After  they  were  all  gohe,  the  Spa- 
niards came  out  of  their  den;  and 
viewing  the  field  of  battle,  they  found 
about  two  and  thirty  dead  men  upon 
the  fpot  j  fome  were  killed  with  great 
long  arrows,  ieveral  of  which  were 
found  (ticking  in  their  bodies  5  but 
moft  of  them  were  killed  with  their 
great  wooden  i words,  fixteen  orfeven- 
teen  of  which  they  found  in  the  field  of 
battle,  and  as  many  bows,  with  a  great 
many  arrows.  Thefe  fwords  were 
great  unwielclly  things,  and  they  mult 
be  very  ftrong  men  that  ufed  them. 
Moft  of  thole  men  that  were  killed 
with  them,  had  their  heads  maflied  to 
pieces,  as  we  may  fay,  or,  as  we  call 
it  in  Englifh,  their  brains  knocked 
•ut,  and  feveral  of  their  arms  and  legs 
broken  ;  fo  that  it  is  evident  they  fight 
with  inexpreffible  rage  and  fury.  They 
found  not  one  wounded  man  that  was 
not  (tone  dead  ;  for  either  they  ftay  by 
their  enemy  till  they  have  quite  killed 
him,  or  they  carry  all  the  wounded 
men,  that  are  not  quite  dead,  away 
with  them. 

This  deliverance  tamed  ourEnglifh- 
men  for  a  great  while  :  the  fight  had 
filled  them  with  horror,  and  the  ccn- 
fequence  appeared  terrible  to  the  laft 
degree,  efpecially  upon  fuppofmg  that 
fome  time  or  other  they  fhould  fall 
Into  the  hands  of  thofe  creatures  ;  who 
would  not  only  kill  them  as  enemies, 
but  kill  them  for  food,  as  we  kill  our 
cattle.  And  they  profefled  to  me, 
that  the  thoughts  of  being  eaten  up 
Jike  beef  or  mutton,  though  it  was 
fuppofed  it  was  not  to  be  till  they 
were  dead,  had  forae thine  in  it  fo  hor- 
rible, that  it  naufeated  their  very  fto- 
machs,  made  them  fick  when  they 
thought  of  it,  and  filled  their  minds 
xvith  unufual  terror,  that  they  were 
not  themfelves  for  fome  weeks  after. 

This,  as  I  faid,  tamed  even  the 
three  English  brutes  I  have  been  fpeak- 
ing  of;  and  for  a  great  while  afu-r 
they  were  very  traceable,  and  went 
about  the  common  bufinefs  of  the 
whole  fociety  well  enough;  planted, 
fowed,  reaped,  and  began  to  be  all 
naturalized  to  the  country;  but  fome 
time  after  this,  they  fell  all  into  fuch 
fimple  meaiurcs  again  as  brought  them 
into  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 


They  had  taken  three  prifoners,  as 
I  had  obferved  ;  and  thefe  three  being 
lufty  (tout  young  fellows,  they  made 
themfervnnts,  and  taught  them  to  work 
for  them  ;  and,  as  fhves,  they  did 
well  enough  ;  but  they  did  not  take 
their  mealures  with  them  as  I  did  by 
ray  man  Friday  ;  viz.  to  begin  with 
them  upon  the  principle  of  having 
faved  their  lives,  and  then  inftru6ted 
them  in  the  rational  principles  of  life, 
much  lefs  of  religion,  civilizing  and 
reducing  them  by  kind  ulage,  and  af- 
fe&ionate  arguings  ;  but,  as  they  gave 
them  their  food  every  day,  fo  they 
gave  them  their  work  too,  and  kept 
them  fully  employed  in  drudgery 
enough;  but  they  failed  in  this  by  it, 
that  they  never  had  them  to  aflrft  them 
and  fight  for  them,  as  I  had  my  man, 
Friday,  who  was  as  true  to  me  as  the; 
very  ftelh  up*n  my  bones. 

But  to  come  to  the  family  part. 
I^eing  all  now  good  friends,  (for  com- 
mon danger^  as  I  faid  above,  had 
effectually  reconciled  them)  they  be- 
gan to  confvder  their  general  circum- 
ftances  ;  and  the  firft  thing  that  came 
under  their  confederation  was,  whe- 
ther, feeing  the  favages  paiticularly 
haunted  that  fide  of  the  iiland,  and 
that  there  were  more  remote  and  re- 
tired parts  of  it  equally  adapted  to 
their  way  of  living,  and  manifestly 
to  their  advantage,  they  (hould  not 
rather  remove  their  habitation,  and 
plant  in  fome  more  proper  place  for 
their  fafety,  and  efpecially  for  the  le- 
curity  of  their  cattle  and  corn. 

Upon  this,  after  long  debate,  it  was 
conceived,  that  they  mould  not  remove 
their  habitation  ;  becaufe  that  foms 
time  or  other  they  thought  they  mi^ht 
hear  from  their  governor  again,  mean- 
ing me;  and  if  I  fhould  lend  any  one 
to  leek  them,  I  would  be  fure  to  direct 
them  on  that  (ide,  where,  if  they  /hould 
find  the  place  demolished,  they  would 
conclude  the  favages  had  killed  us  all, 
and  we  were  gone,  and  fo  our  fupply 
would  go  away  too. 

But  as  to  their  corn  and  cattle,  they 
agreed  to  remove  them  into  th». 
where  my  cave  was,  where  the  l;»n<l  w:t* 
ns  proper  to   both,  and    where    indeed 
there   was    land    enough.      H" 
upon  fecorsd  thoughts,  :hey  altered  one 
part   of  that   refolution  too,    and   re- 
iblved   only   to   remove  part   of   their 
cattle  thither,  and  plant  part  of  th.ii 
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corn  there  5  and  fo,  if  one  part  was 
dellroyed,  the  other  might  he  faved. 
And  one  piece  of  prudence  they  ufed, 
which  it  was  very  well  they  did;  viz. 
that  they  had  never  trailed  thefe  three 
favages,  which  they  had  taken  pri- 
foners,  with  knowing  any  thing  of 
the  plantation  they  had  made  in  that 
valley,  or  of  any  cattle  they  had  there ; 
much  lefsofthecave  there,  which  they 
kept  in  cafe  of  neceffity,  as  a  fafe  re- 
treat :  and  thither  they  carried  alfo  the 
two  barrels  of  powder,  which  1  had 
fsnt  them  at  my  coming  away. 

But,  however,  they  refolved  not  to 
change  their  habitation ;  yet  they  a- 
greed,  that  as  I  had  carefully  covered 
it  firlt  with  a  wall  of  fortification,  and 
then  with  a  grove  of  trees  ;  fo,  feeing 
their  fafety  confided  entirely  in  their 
being  concealed,  of  which  they  were 
now  fully  convinced,  they  fet  to  work 
to  cover  and  conceal  the  place  yet  more 
effectually  than  before.  To  this  pur- 
pofe,  as  I  had  planted  trees  (or  rather 
thrult  in  (takes,  which  in  tiifte  all  grew 
to  be  trees)  forfome  good  diflance  be- 
fore the  entrance  into  my  apartment, 
they  went  on  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
filled  up  the  reft  of  that  whole  fpace  of 
ground,  from  the  trees  I  had  fet,  quite 
down  to  the  fide  of  the  creek,  where, 
as  I  faid,  I  landed  my  floats,  and  even 
into  the  very  ouze  where  the  tide  flow- 
ed, not  fo  much  as  leaving  any  place 
to  land,  or  any  iign  that  there  had 
been  any  landing  thereabout.  Thefe 
ftakes  alfo,  being  of  a  wood  very  for- 
ward to  grow,  as  I  have  noted  former- 
ly, they  took  care  to  have  generally 
very  much  larger  and  taller  than  thofe 
which  I  had  planted,  and  placed  them 
fo  very  thick  and  clofe,  that  when  they 
had  been  three  or  four  years  grown, 
there  was  no  piercing  with  the  eye 
any  confiderable  way  into  the  planta- 
tion. As  for  that  part  which  I  had 
planted,  the  trees  were  grown  as  thick 
as  a  man's  thigh;  and  among  them 
they  placed  fo  many  other  fhort  ones, 
and  fo  thick,  that,  in  a  word,  it  ftood 
Jike  a  pallifado  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
)  thick,  and  it  was  next  to  impoflible  to 
penetrate  it,  but  with  a  little  army,  to 
cut  it  all  down  5  for  a  little  dog  could 
hardly  get  between  the  trees,  they 
itood  fo  clofe. 

But  this  was  not  all ;  for  they  did 
the  fame  by  all  the  ground  to  the  right- 
fa'ind,  and  to  the  left,  and  round  even 


to  the  top  of  the  hill  ;  leaving  no  way, 
not  fo  much  as  for  themfelves  to  come 
out,  but  by  the  ladder  placed  up  to  the 
fide  of  the  hill,  and  then  lifted  up,  and 
placed  again  from  the  firft  ft^ge  up  to 
the  top;  which  ladder,  when  it  was 
taken,  down,  nothing  but  what  had 
wings  or  witchcraft  to  afiilt  it,  could 
come  at  them. 

This  was  excellently  well  contrived  : 
nor  was  it  lefs  than  what  they  after- 
wards found  occafion  for;  which  fcrved 
to  convince  me,  that  as  human  pru- 
dence has  authority  of  Providence  to 
juftify  it,  fo  it  has,  doubtlel's,  the 
direction  of  Providence  to  fet  it  to 
work;  and,  would  we  liften  carefully 
to  the  voice  of  ir,  I  am  fully  perfuaded 
we  might  prevent  many  of  the  dif- 
afters  which  our  lives  are  now  by  our 
own  negligence  fubjected  to.  But  this 
by  the  way. 

I  return  to  the  ftory.  They  lived 
two  years  after  this  in  perfect  retire- 
ment, and  had  no  more  vilits  from  the 
favages  ;  they  had,  indeed,  an  alarm 
given  them  one  morning,  which  put 
them  in  a  great  coniternation ;  for, 
fome  ot  the  Spaniards  being  out  early 
one  morning  on  the  weft  fide,  or  rather 
end  of  the  illand,  which,  by  the  way, 
was  that  end  where  I  never  went,  for 
fear  of  being  diicovered,  they  were  fur- 
prized  with  feeing  above  twenty  ca- 
noes of  Indians  juft  coming  on  fhore. 

They  made  the  belt  of  their  way 
home,  in  hurry  enough  ;  and  giving 
the  alarm  to  their  comrades,  they  kept 
clofe  all  that  day  and  the  next,  going 
out  only  at  night,  to  make  oblerva- 
tion.  But  they  had  the  good  luck  to 
be  miltaken;  for  wherever  the  favages 
went,  they  did  not  land  at  that  time 
on  the  iiland,  but  purfued  fome  other 
defign. 

And  now  they  had  another  broil 
with  the  three  Englishmen ;  one  of 
which,  a  molt  turbulent  fellow,  being 
in  a  rage  at  one  of  the  three  flaves, 
which  I  mentioned  they  had  taken, 
becaufe  the  fellow  had  not  done  fome- 
thing  right  which  he  bid  him  do,  and 
feemed  a  little  untractable  in  his  /hew- 
ing him,  drew  a  hatchet  out  of  a  frog- 
belt,  in  which  he  wore  it  by  his  fide, 
and  fell  upon  the  poor  fa v age,  not  to 
correct  him,  but  to  kill  him.  One  of 
the  Spaniards,  who  was  by,  feeing 
him  give  the  fellow  a  barbarous  cut 
with  the  hatchet,  which  he  aimed  at 
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his  head,  but  Struck  into  his  Shoulder, 
fo  that  he  thought  he  had  cut  the  poor 
creature's  arm  off,  ran  to  him,  and, 
intreating  him  not  to  murder  the  poor 
man,  clapt  in  between  him  and  the  fa- 
vage,  to  prevent  the  mifchief". 

The  fellow,  being  enraged  the  more 
at  this,  Struck  at  the  Spaniard  with  his 
hatchet,  and  fwore  he  would  Serve  him  as 
he  intended  to  iervs  the  Savage;  which 
the  Spaniard  perceiving,  avoided  the 
blow,  and  with  a  (hovel,  which  he  hnd 
in  his  hand  (for  they  were  working  in 
the  field  about  their  corn-land)  knock- 
ed the  brute  down  :  another  of  the 
Englishmen,  running  at  the  lame  time 
to  help  his  comiade,  knocked  the  Spa- 
niard down  ;  and  then  two  Spaniards 
more  came  to  help  their  man,  and  a 
third  Englishman  fell  upon  them. 
They  had  none  of  them  any  fire-arms, 
or  any  other  weapons  but  hatchets  and 
other  tools,  except  the  third  Englifh- 
man  ;  he  had  one  of  my  old  ruity  cut- 
JafTes,  with  which  he  made  at  the  laft 
Spaniards,  and  wounded  them  both. 
This  fray  fet  the  whole  family  in  an 
uproar,  and  more  help  coming  in, 
they  took  the  three  Englishmen  pri- 
ibners.  The  next  question  was,  What 
ihould  be  done  with  them  ?  They  had 
been  fo  often  mutinous,  and  were  fo 
furious,  fo  defperate,  and  fo  idle  with- 
ai,  that  they  knew  not  what  courfe  to 
take  with  them,  for  they  were  rnif- 
chievous  to  the  higheit  degree,  and 
valued  not  what  hurt  they  did  any  man  j 
i'o  that,  in  Short,  it  was  not  Safe  to  live 
with  them. 

The  Spaniard  who  was  governor, 
told  them  in  fo  many  words,  that  if 
they  had  been  his  own  countrymen, 
he  would  have  hanged  them  all  j  for 
all  laws,  and  all  governors,  were  to 
preferve  fociety  j  and  thofe  who  were 
dangerous  to  the  fociety,  ought  to  be 
expelled  out  of  it:  but,  as  they  were 
Englifhmen,  and  that  it  was  to  the  ge- 
nerous kindnefs  of  an  Englishman  that 
they  all  owed  their  prefervation  and 
deliverance,  he  would  ulc  them  with 
all  poflible  ler.ity,  and  would  leave 
them  to  the  judgment  of  the  other  two 
Englishmen,  who  were  their  country- 
men. 

One  of  the  two  honeft  Englishmen 
flood  up,  and  faid,  they  dclired  it 
might  not  be  left  to  them  :  *  Fo:,1  fays 
he,  <  I  am  Sure  we  ought  to  ientence 
'  them  to  the  gallows/  And  with  that 


gives   an  account,  how  Will  Atkins, 
one  of  the  three,  hnd  propoied  to  have 
all  the  five  Englishmen  join  together, 
and    murder   all    the   Spaniard* 
they  were  in  their  Sleep. 

When  the  Spanish  governor  heard 
this,  he  calls  to  Will  Atkins.  '  How, 

*  Seignior  Atkins,'    lays    he,    *  will 
f  you  murder  us  all !  What  have  you 
'  to  fay  to  that?'     That  hardened  vil- 
lain was  fo  far  from  denying  it,  that  he 
Said   it  was    true ;    and,  G — d  damn 
him,    they    would    do    it    Still  before 
they  had  done  with   them.      « 

'  but  Seignior  Atkins,1  Said  the  Spa- 
niard, *  what  have  we  done  to  you, 
'  that  you  will  kill  us?  And  what 
would  you  get  by  killing  us  ?  And  what 

*  mult  we  do  to  prevent  your   killing 

*  us?    MuSt  we  kill  you,  or  will  you 

*  kill  us  ?   Why  will  you  put  us  to  the 

*  neceiTity  of  this,   Seignior  Atkins?' 
fays    the    Spaniard  very  calmly,  and 
fin  ii  ing. 

Seignior  Atkins  was  in  fuch  a  rage 
at  the  Spaniard's  making  a  jeft  of  it, 
that,  had  he  not  been  held  by  three 
men,  and. withal  had  no  weapons  with 
him,  it  was  thought  he  would  have 
attempted  to  have  killed  the  Spaniard 
in  the  middle  of  all  the  company. 

This  hair-brained  carriage  obliged 
them  to  confider  feriouSly  what  was  to 
be  done.  The  two  Englishmen,  and  the 
Spaniard  who  Saved  the  poor  Savage, 
were  of  the  opinion,  that  they  fliould 
hang  one  of  the  three  for  an  example 
to  the  reft}  and  that  particularly  it 
Should  be  he  that  had  twice  attempted 
to  commit  murder  with  his  hatchet  j 
and  indeed  there  was  Some  reaSbn  to 
believe  he  had  done  it,  for  the  poor 
favage  was  in  fuch  a  miftrable  i  < 
tion  with  the  wound  he  had  received, 
that  it  was  thought  he  could  not  live. 

But  the  governor  Spaniard  itill  laid, 
no,  it  was  an  Englilhman  that  had 
laved  all  their  lives,  and  he  would 
never  confent  to  put  an  Englishman 
to  death,  though  he  had  nn.i 
half  of  them;  nay,  he  laid,  if  he  had 
been  killed  himiilt  by  an  Englishman, 
and  had  time  left  to  ;peak,  it  Ihouid 
be,  that  they  Should  pardon  him. 

This  was  fo  politively  in  lilted  on  by 
the  governor  Spaniard,  that  the, 
no  gainsaying  it;  and,  as  merciful, 
councils  are  moSt  apt  to  pie  vail,  where 
they  are  fo  earnestly  prelTed,  fo  they 
all  came  into  it  j  but  then  it  was  to 
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3be  confidered,  what  ftiould  be  done  to 
keep  them  from  the  mifchief  they  de- 
figned ;  for  all  agreed,  governor  and 
all,  that  means  were  to  be  ufed  for 
prefer  ving  the  fociety  from  danger. 
After  a  long  debate  it  was  agreed, 
Firft,  That  they  ftiould  be  difarmed, 
and  not  permitted  to  have  either  gun, 
or  powder,  or  fliot,  or  fword,  or  any 
weapon,  and  ftiould  be  turned  out  of 
the  fociety,  and  left  to  live  where  they 
would,  and  how  they  could,  by  them- 
felve's  ;  but  that  none  of  the  reft,  either 
Spaniards  or  Englifti,  fliould  converie 
with  them,  fpeak  with  them,  or  have 
any  thing  to  do  with  them}  that  they 
Ihould  be  forbid  to  come  within  a  cer- 
tain diftance  of  the  place  where  the  reft 
dwelt}  and  that  if  they  offered  to  com- 
mit any  diforder,  fo  as  to  fpoil,  burn, 
kill,  or  deftroy  any  of  the  corn,  plant- 
ings, buildings,  fences,  or  cattle  be- 
longing to  the  fociety,  that  they  ftiould 
die  without  mercy,  and  they  fliould 
fhoot  them  wherever  they  could  find 
them. 

The  governor,  a  man  of  great 
humanity,  muling  upon  the  fentence, 
confidered  a  little  upon  it ;  and, 
turning  to  the  two  honeft  Engliftimen, 
faid,  «  Hold !  you  muft  reflect,  that 

*  it  witl  be   long  ere  they  can    raife 

*  corn  and  cattle  of  their  own$  and 
'  they  mult  not  ftarve  j  we  muft  there - 
'  fore  allow  them  provifions.'     So  he 
caufed  to  be  added,  That  they  fliould 
have  a  proportion'of  corn  given  them 
to    laft   them   eight  months,   and    for 
feed     to    fow,    by    which    time    they 
might  be    fuppofed   to  raife  fome   of 
their  own  }  that  they  fliould  have  fix 
milch  goats,    four  he-goats,    and   fix 
kids  given  them,  as  well  for  prefent 
fubfiftence,  as  for    a  More;    and  that 
they   fliould    have   tools    given    them 
for  their  work  in  the  field  ;  fuch  as, 
fix  hatchets,  an   ax,  a  faw,    and  the 
like:   but  they   fliould  have   none  of 
thefe  tools  or  provifions,   unlefs  they 
would     fwear    folemnly,     that     they 
would  not  hurt  or  injure  any  of -the 
Spaniards    with    them,     or   of    their 
fellow  Engliflimen. 

Thus  they  difmifled  them  the  focie- 
ty, and  turned  them  out  to  fhift  for 
themfelves.  They  went  away  fallen 
and  refractory,  as  neither  contented 
to  go  away,  or  to  ftay ;  but,  as  there 
tvas  no  remedy,  they  went,  pretending 


to  go  and  chufe  a  place  where  they 
fliould  fettle  themfelves,  to  plant,  and 
live  by  themfelves  ;  and  fome  provi- 
fions were  given  them,  but  no  wea- 
pons. 

^  bout  four  or  five  days  after,  they 
came  again  for  fome  victuals,  and  gave 
the  governor  an  account  where  they 
had  pitched  their  tents,  and  marked 
themlelves  out  a  habitation  or  planta- 
tion. It  was  a  very  convenient  place 
indeed,  on  the  remoteft  part  of  the 
iiland,  N.  E.  much  about  the  place 
where  I  providentially  landed  in  my 
firft  voyage,  when  I  was  driven  out  to 
fea,  the  Lord  alone  knows  whither, 
in  my  foolifh  attempt  to  furround  the 
ifland. 

Here  they  built  themfelves  two  hand- 
fome  huts,  and  contrived  them  in  a 
manner  like  my  firft  habitation,  being 
clofe  under  the  fide  of  a  hill,  having 
fome  trees  growing  already  to  the  three 
fides  of  it }  fo  that  bv  planting  others, 
it  would  be  very  eafily  covered  from, 
the  fight,  unlefs  narrowly  fearchedfor. 
They  defired  fome  dry  goat-flcins  for 
beds  and  covering,  which  were  given 
them}  and,  upon  their  giving  their 
words,  that  they  would  not  difturb 
the  reft,  or  injure  any  of  their  plan- 
-tations,  they  gave  them  hatchets,  and 
what  other  tools  they  could  fpare ; 
fonie  peas,  barley,  and  rice,  for  fow- 
ing ;  and,  in  a  word,  any  thing  they 
wanted,  but  arms  and  ammunition. 

They  lived  in  this  feparate  condi- 
tion about  fix  months,  and  had  gotten 
in  their  firft  harveft,  though  the  quan- 
tity was  but  fmall,  the  parcel  of  land 
they  had  planted  being  but  little  ;  for, 
indeed,  having  all  their  plantation  to 
form,  they  had  a  great  deal  of  work 
upon  their  hands }  and  when  they 
came  to  make  boards,  and  pots,  and 
fuch  things,  they  were  quite  out  of 
their  element,  and  could  make  nothing 
of  it }  and  when  the  rainy  feafon  came 
on,  for  want  of  a  cave  in  the  earth, 
they  could  not  keep  their  grain  dry, 
and  it  was  in  great  danger  of  fpoiling; 
and  this  humbled  them  much  j  fo  they 
came  and  begged  the  Spaniards  to  help 
them,  which  they  very  readily  did  ; 
and  in  four  days  worked  a  great  hole 
in  the  fide  of  the  hill  for  them,  big 
enough  to  fecure  their  corn  and  other 
things  from  the  rain  }  but  it  was  but 
a  poor  place  at  beft,  compared  to  minej 
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and  efpecially  as  mine  was  then  j  for 
the  Spaniards  had  greatly  enlarged  it, 
and  made  feveral  new  apartments  in  it. 

About  three  quarters  of  a  year  after 
this  reparation,  a  new  frolick  took 
thi'ii:  rogue*,  which,  together  with  the 
former  villainy  they  had  committed, 
brought  mifchief  enough  upon  them, 
and  had  very  near  been  the  ruin  of  the 
whole  colony.  The  three  new  alTociates 
began,  it  feems,  to  be  weary  of  the 
laborious  life  they  led,  and  that  with- 
out hope  of  bettering  their  circum- 
ftances  5  and  a  whim  took  them,  that 
they  would  make  a  voyage  to  the  con- 
tinent, from  whence  the  favages  came, 
and  would  try  if  they  could  not  feize 
upon  fome  pri Toners  among  the  na- 
tives there,  and  bring  them  home,  fo 
as  to  make  them  do  the  laborious  part 
of  the  work  for  them. 

The  project  was  not  fo  prepofterous, 
if  they  had  gone  no  farther  ;  but  they 
did  nothing,  and  piopofed  nothing, 
but  had  either  mifchief  in  the  deiign, 
or  mifchief  in  the  event :  and,  if  I  may 
give  my  opinion,  they  feemed  to  be 
under  a  blait  from  Heaven ;  for  if  we 
will  not  allow  a  vifible  curie  to  purfue 
viuble  crimes,  how  fliali  we  reconcile 
the  events  of  things  with  Divine  Juf- 
tice  ?  It  was  certainly  an  apparent  ven- 
geance on  their  crime  of  mutiny  and  pi- 
racy, that  brought  them  to  the  itate  they 
were  in  j  and,  as  they  fhewed  not  the 
lealt  remorfe  for  the  crime,  but  added 
new  villainies  to  it,  fuch  as,  particu- 
larly, that  piece  of  monftrous  cruelty 
of  wounding  a  poor  flave,  becaufe  he 
did  not,  or  perhaps  could  not  under- 
jftand  to  do  what  he  was  directed  ;  and 
to  wound  him  in  fuch  a  manner,  as, 
no  queftion,  made  him  a  cripple  all 
his  life  ;  and  in  a  place  where  no  fur- 
geon  or  medicine  could  be  had  for  his 
cure;  and,  what  was  (till  worfe,  the 
murderous  intent;  or,  to  do  julticeto 
the  crime,  the  intentional  murder,  for 
fuch  to  be  fore  it  was,  as  was  after- 
wards the  formed  dcngn  they  all  laid, 
to  murder  the  Spaniards  in  cold  blood, 
and  in  their  fleep. 

But  I  leave  obierving,  ,and  return  to 
the  ftory.  The  three  fellows  came 
down  to'  the  Spaniards  one  morning, 
and  in  very  humble  terms  defirtd  to 
be  admitted  tofpeakwith  them.  1  he 
Spaniards  very  readily  heard  what  tin  y 
had  to  fay,  which  was  this:  thr.t 
they  were  tired  of  living  in  the  man- 
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ner  they  did  j  that  they  were  Hot  han* 
dy  enough  to  make  the  nea : 
they  wanted  ;  and  that,  having  no 
help,  they  found  they  mould  be  Itarv- 
ed  ;  but  if  the  Spaniards  would  give 
them  leave  to  take  one  of  the  -. 
which  they  came  over  in$  and  give 
them  arms  and  ammunition,  piupin- 
tioned  for  their  defence,  they  would 
§o  over  to  the  main,  and  feck  their 
fortune,  and  fo  deliver  them  from  the 
trouble  of  fupplying  them  with  any 
other  provifions. 

The  Spaniards  were  glad  enough  to 
be  rid  of  them,  but  yet  very  hoiiellly 
repre lented  to  them  the  certain  de- 
itruclion  they  were  running  into  ;  told 
them,  they  had  fuffered  fuch  hardships 
upon  that  very  fpot,  that  they  could, 
without  any  fpirit  of  prophecy,  tell 
ihem,  that  they  would  be  ftarveci  or 
murdered  j  and  bade  them  conlider  of 
it. 

The  men  replied  audacioufly,  they 
(hould  be  iforved  if  they  Hayed  here, 
for  they  could  not  work,  and  would 
not  work  ;  and  they  could  but  be  (tarv- 
ed  abroad  j  and  if  they  were  murder'- 
ed,  there  was  an  end  of  them,  they 
had  no  wives  or  children  to  cry  after 
them  :  and,  in  fhorr,  incited  impor- 
tunately upon  their  demand,  declar- 
ing that  they  would  go,  whether  they 
would  give  them  any  arms  or  no. 

The  Spaniards  told  them,  with  great 
kindnefs,  that  if  they  were  refolved  to 
go,  they  fliould  not  go  like  naked 
men,  and  be  in  no  condition  to  defend 
themfelves ;  and  that  though  they  could 
ill  fpare  their  fire-arms,  having  not 
enough  for  them  Tel  ves,  yet  they  would 
let  them  have  two  mufquets,  a  piftol, 
and  a  cutlafs,  and  each  man  a  hatchet, 
which  they  thought  was  futiicient  for 
them. 

In  a  word,  they  accepted  the  offer  3 
and  having  baked  them  bread  enough 
tofervethem  a  month,  and  given  them 
as  much  ^oats  Hefli  as  they  could  eat 
while  it  was  fweet,  and  a  great  bafket 
full  of  dried  grapes,  a  pot  full  of  frefh 
water,  and  a  young  kid  alive  to  kill, 
they  boldly  let  out  in  a  canoe  for  a 
voyage  over  the  fea,  where  it  was  at 
lealt  forty  miles  broad. 

The  boat  was  indeed  a  large  one, 
and  would  have  very  well  carried  fif- 
teen or  twenty  men  -y  and  therefore  w»* 
rather  too  big  for  tluni  to  manage* 
but  as  they  had  a  fair  brcejfe,  and  the 
7  flood- 
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flood-tide  with  them,  they  did  well 
enough.  They  had  made  a  mall  of  a 
long  pole,  and  a  fail  of  four  large 
goat- (kins  dried,  which  they  had  few- 
ed  or  laced  together  j  and  away  they 
went  merrily  enough.  The  Spaniards 
called  after  them, '  Bon  'veajo  ;'  and  no 
man  ever  thought  of  feeing  them  any 
more. 

The  Spaniards  would  often  fay  to 
one  another,  and  the  two  honeft  En- 
glifhmen who  remained  behind,  how 
quiet  and  comfortably  they  lived  now 
thole  three  turbulent  fellows  were  gone. 
As  for  their  ever  coming  again,  that 
was  the  remotett  thing  from  their 
thoughts  that  could  be  imagined  :  when 
behold!  after  twenty- two  days  ab- 
fence,  one  of  the  Englifhmen  being 
abroad  upon  his  planting-work,  fees 
three  ftrange  men  coming  towards  him 
at  a  diftance,  two  of  them  with  guns 
upon  their  moulders. 

Away  runs  the  Englishman,  as   if 

he  was  bewitched,  and  came  frighted 

and  amazed  to  the  governor  Spaniard, 

and   tells  them  they  were  all  undone, 

for  there  were  ftrangers   landed   upon 

the  iflancj,  he  could  not  tell  who.  The 

Spaniard,  paufmg  a  while,  fays  to  him, 

How  do  you  mean,  you  cannot  tell 

who  ?  They  are  favages  to  be  fure.' 

No,  no,'  fays  the  Englifhman,  *  they 

are    men    in    cloaths,    with  arms.' 

Nay  then,'  fays  the  Spaniard,  '  why 

are  you  concerned  ?     If  they  are  not 

favages,  they  muft  be  friends  j  for 

there   is  no   Chriftian  nation    upon 

*  earth    but  will  do  us   good  rather 

*  than  harm.' 

While  they  were  debating  thus, 
came  the  three  Englifhmen,  and  ftand- 
ing  without  the  wood,  which  was  new- 
planted,  hallooed  to  them.  They  pre- 
iently  knevy  their  voices  j  and  fo  all 
the  wonder  of  that  kind  ceafed.  But 
now  the  admiration  was  turned  upon 
another  queftion;  viz.  What  could  be 
the  matter,  and  what  made  them  come 
back  again  ? 

It  was  not  long  before  they  brought 
the  men  in  ;  and  enquiring  where  they 
had  been,  and  what  they  had  been  do- 
ing ?  they  gave  them  a  full  account  of 
their  voyage,  in  a  few  words,  viz. 
That  they  reached  the  land  in  two 
day&,  or  ibmething  lefs  j  but,  finding 
the  people  alarmed  at  their  coming, 
and  preparing  with  bows  and  arrows 
to  fight  them,  they  durit  not  go  on 


more,  but  failed  on  to  the  northward 
fix  or  feven  hours,  till  they  came  to  a 
great  opening,  by  which  they  per- 
ceived that  the  land  they  favv  from  our 
ifland  was  not  the  main,  but  an  ifland  j 
that  entering  that  opening  of  the  fea, 
they  faw  another  ifland  on  the  right- 
hand  north,  and  feveral  more  weft  j 
and,  being  refolved  to  land  fomewhere, 
they  put  over  to  one  of  the  iflands 
which  lay  weft,  and  went  boldly  on 
fliore  ;  that  they  found  the  people  were 
courteous  and  friendly  to  them,  and 
they  gave  them  feveral  roots,  and  fome 
dried  tifii,  and  appeared  very  fociable; 
and  the  women,  as  well  as  the  men, 
were  very  forward  to  fupply  them  with 
any  thing  they  could  get  for  them  to 
eat,  and  brought  it  to  them  a  great 
way  upon  their  heads. 

They  continued  here  four  days,  and 
enquired,  as  well  as  they  could  of 
them  by  figns,  what  nations  were  this 
way,  and  that  way  j  and  were  told  of 
feveral  fierce  and  terrible  people,  that 
lived  almoft  everyway  j  who,  as  they 
made  known  by  figns  to  them,  ufed 
to  eat  men  5  but  as  for  themfelves, 
they  faid  that  they  never  eat  men  or 
women,  except  only  fuch  as  they  took 
in  the  wars  j  and  then  they  owned, 
that  they  made  a  great  feaft,  and  eat 
their  prifoners. 

The  Englifhmen  enquired,  when 
they  had  a  feaft  of  that  kind  j  and  they 
told  them,  two  moons  ago,  pointing 
to  the  moon,  and  then  to  two  fingers  j 
and  that  their  great  king  had  two  hun- 
dred prifoners  now,  which  he  had  taken 
in  his  war,  and  they  were  feeding 
them  to  make  them  fat  for  the  next 
feaft.  The  Englimmen  feemed  mighty 
defirous  to  fee  thofe  prifoners ;  but  the 
others,  miltaking  them,  thought  they 
were  defirous  to  have  ibme  of  them, 
to  carry  away  for  their  own  eating. 
So  they  beckoned  to  them,  pointing 
to  the  letting  of  the  fun,  and  then  to 
the  rifing  j  which  was  to  fignify,  that 
the  next  morning,  at  fun- rifing,  they 
would  bring  Ibme  for  them  :  and,  ac- 
cordingly, the  next  morning,  they 
brought  down  five  women  and  eleven; 
men,  and  gave  them  to  the  Englifh- 
men, to  carry  with  them  on  their  voy- 
age, juft  as  we  would  bring  fo  many 
cows  and  oxen  down  to  a  fea-port  town, 
to  victual  a  fliip. 

As  brutifh  and  barbarous  as  thefe 

fellows  were  at,  home,  their  ftomachs 
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turned  at  this  fight,  and  they  did  not 
know  what  to  do  :   to  re f ufe  the  pri- 
,  would   have   been  the   higheft 
grntry  that  of- 
fered them  ;  and  what  to  do  with  them 
they  knew  not ;    however,  upon  fome 
debate,  the)  refolvcd  to  accept  of  them; 
ami,  in  return,  they  gave 'the  fayages 
t!i  it  brought  them  one  of  tlieir  hatch- 
-,:i   old  key,  a   knife,  and  fix   or 
of  their  bullets ;  which,  though 
they  did  ncu  underfland,    they  lean- 
ed extrerrtely  pleaftd  with  ;   and  then, 
|  the   poor  creatures  hands  behind 
them,  they   (the  people)   dragged   the 
i,to  the  boat  for  our  men. 

The  Englishmen  were  obliged  to 
:>.w:,y  as  foon  as  they  had  them, 
or  elle  thry  that  gave  them  this  noble 
prefent  would  certainly  have  expected 
that  th-y  fiiould  have  gone  to  work 
xvith  them,  have  killed  two  or  three  of 
them  the  next  morning,  and  peihaps 
have  invited  the  donors  to  dinner. 

But,  having  taken  their  leave,  with 
all  the  refpects  and  thanks  that  coul4 
well  pals  between  people,  where,  on 
either  fide,  they  underftood  not  one 
word  they  could  fa}',  they  put  off  with 
their  boat,  and,  came  back  towards  the 
firrt  ifiand  ;  where,  when  they  arrived, 
they  fet  eight  of  their  prifoners  at  li- 
berty, there  being  too  many  of  them 
for  their  occafion. 

In  their  voyage,  they  endeavoured 
to  have  t\  !.,        .  :munication  with  their 
j>ri Toners ;    but   i:    \v.s    impoflible   to 
make  them  underftand  any  thing  ;  no- 
thing they  could  fay  to  them,  or  give 
them,  or  do  for  them,  but  was  look- 
ed   upon  as  going    about    to   murder 
them.  They  fir  It  of  all  unbound  them; 
but  the  poor  crtM 
efpecially  the  women,  as   if  tin. 
jult  f'-:i  i>>e  knife  at  their  tl 
they  imnu'.  '.iuded  the- 

unbound  on  puip.'A:  to  be  ]. 

If  they  g;\-.  ry  thing  to 

xvasthefai,;  jy  conclud- 

ed,   it  wao  ;  uld  fink  in 

flefh,arid  fonct  1  .  .--.ill;  if 

,okc.d  a'c  one  of  e  par-^ 

ticularly,  the  p;;>  1)  conclud- 

ed, it  was  :, 

fatteii  fay,' 

after    they 
over,  and 'began 
and  treat  '.heir,  well,   ilill  t 
cd  every  day  to  make  a  dinner  c 
ci  for  their  new 


When  the  three  wanderers  had  given 
this  unaccountable  hiftory  or  jouina{ 
of  their  voyage,  the  a  Iked 

them,    where   thtir   new  famil) 
And  being  told  that  they  had  brought 
them  on  fhore,  and  put  them  into  one 
of  their  huts,  and  were  come   t< 
fomc  victuals  for  them  ;  they  (the  Spa- 
niards) and  the  other  twojinglifhmen, 
that   is  to  fay,  the  whole  colony,  re- 
(blved   to   go   all   down   to  the  place, 
and   fee  them  ;  and  did  fo,  and  Fri- 
day's father  with  them. 

When  they  came  into  the  luif,  there 
they  fat  all  bound  ;  for  when  they  hacj 
brought  them  on  fhore,  they  bound 
their  hands,  that  they  might  not  take 
the  boat  and  make  their  efcape  ;  there, 
I  fay,  they  flu,  all  of  them  llark  nak- 
ed. Firll,  there  were  three  men,  hiity 
comely  fellows,  well  /liaped,  ftraight 
and  fair  limbs,  about  thirty  to  thirty-five 
years  of  age  ;  and  five  women,  whereof 
two  might  be  from  thirty  to  forty;  two 
more  not  abov.c  twenty-four  or  twen- 
ty-five; and  the  fifth,  a  tall  comely 
maiden,  about  fixteen  or  feventeen. 
The  women  were  well-favoured 
able  perfons,  both  in  fiupe  and  fea- 
tures, only  tawny;  and  two  of  them, 
had  tiiey  been  perfect  white,  would 
have  patted  for  handfome  women,  even 
in  London  itfelf,  having  very  plenfant 
.iile  countenances,  and  of  a  very 
moddt  behaviour,  efpecially  when  they 
came  afterwards  to  be  civ 
drafted  as  they  called  it,  though  that 
drcfs  was  very  indifferent  it  muft  be. 
ctjnfeiFed  ;  of  vvhrch  hereafter. 

The   fight,  you  may  be  fure,  was 

fome  thing  uncouth  to  our  Spaniards, 

(to   give   them   a   jult  cha- 

i  .  oU-i  •)  men   of  the  belt  behaviour,  of 

the   moft   calm,    fedate  tempers,    and 

i    good-luimour   thai 
with;    ;ind,  in   particular,   of   tiv. 
modefty,  as   vvill    pic-i'eiuly 


:e   light    was    \.i\    unc<nith,    to 
lit   two    naked    men  'ami 
. 

s  that 
human  nature  could  he  luppcfcd 

. 
knocked  out,  nndtlu:  .  <-n  up 

•::at  is  kill  .nty. 

iirft    tiling    tluy    did    w. 
the  eld  In- 
ip  go  in  ar.-.i 

.:  Hood  any 


fcOBINSON    CRUSOE* 


pF  their,  fpeech.  As  foon  as  the  old 
man  came  in,  he  looked  ferioully  at 
them,  but  knew  none  of  them  :  neither 
could  any  of  them  underftaml  a  word 
he  laid,  or  a  fign  he  could  make,  ex- 
cept one  of  the  women. 

However,  this  was  enough  to  an- 
fwer  the  end,  which  was  to  fatisfy 
them,  that  the  men  into  whole  hands 
they  weie  fallen  were  Chriftians  j  that 
they  abhorred  eating  of  men  or  women, 
and  that  they  might  be  lure  they  would 
not  be  killed.  As  foon  as  they  were 
affured  of  this,  they  difcovered  fuch  a 
joy,  and  by  fuch  aukward  and  feveral 
ways,  as  is  hard  to  defcribe  ;  for  it 
feems  they  were  of  feveral  nations. 

The  woman,  who  was  their  inter- 
preter, was  bid,  in  the  next  place,  to' 
alk  them  if  they  were  willing  to  be 
fervants,  and  to  work  for  the  men 
who  had  brought  them,  away  to  lave 
their  lives?  At  which  they  all  fell  a 
dancing  j  and  prefently  one  fell  to 
taking  up  this,  and  another  that,  any 
thing  that  lay  next,  to  carry  on  their 
moulders,  to  intimate  that  they  were 
willing  to  work. 

The  governor,  who  found  that  the 
having  women  among  them  would 
prefently  be  attended  with  fome  incon- 
veniency,  and  might  occafion  fome 
ftrife,  and  perhaps  blood,  alked  the 
three  men  what  they  intended  to  do 
with  thefe  women,  and  how  they  in- 
tended to  ufe  them,  whether  as  fer- 
vants, or  as  women.  One  of  the 
Englilhmen  anfwered  very  boldly  and 
readily,  that  they  would  ufe  them  as 
both.  To  which  the  governor  laid, 
'  I  am  not  going  to  reftrain  you  from 

*  it  j  you  are  your  own  mailers  as  to 
'  that  :   but  this   I  think  is  but  juft, 
'  for  avoiding  diforders  and  quarrels 

*  among  you,  and  I  delire  it  of  you 
'  for  that  reafon  only;    viz.  that  you 

*  will  all  engage,  that  if  any  of  you 
'  take  any  of  thefe  women,  as  a  wo- 

*  man  or  wife,  he'lliall  take  but  one.; 

*  and  that,    having  taken  one,   none 

*  elfe  mail  touch  her;  for  though  we 
'  cannot  marry  any  of  you,  yet  it  is 

*  but  reafpnable,  that   while  you  flay 
'  here,  the   woman  any  of  you  takes 
'  mould  be  maintained  by  the  man  that 
'  takes  her,  and  fliould  be  his  wife;  I 
'  mean,1  fays  he,  '  while  he  continues 
'  here  ;   and  that  none  elfe  mould  have 

.^  any  thing  to  do  with  her,1     All  this 


appeared  fo  juft,  that  every  one  agreed 
to  it  without  any  difficulty. 

Then  theEnglifhmen  alked  the  Spa- 
niards if  they  defigned  to  take  any  of 
them.  But  every  one  anfwered,  'No.* 
Some  of  them  laid  they  had  wives  in 
Spain,  and  others  did  not  like  women 
that  were  not  Chriftians  ;  and  all  toge- 
ther declared  that  they  would  not  touch 
one  of  them  ;  which  was  an  inftanc* 
of  fuch  virtue,  as  I  have  not  met  with 
in  aii  my  travels.  On  the  other  hand, 
to  be  fhort,  the  five  Engliihmen  took. 
them  every  one  a  wife  j  that  is  to  lay,  a 
temporary  wife  j  and  fo  they  let  up  a 
hew  form  of  living  ;  for  the  Spaniards 
and  Friday's  father  lived  in  my  old  ha- 
bitation, which  they  had  enlarged  ex- 
ceedingly within  j  the  three  leivants, 
which  they  had  taken  in  the  late  bat- 
tle of  the  favages,  lived  with  them  j 
and  thefe  carried  on  the  main  part  of 
the  colony,  fupplying  all  the  reft  with, 
food,  and  aflilting  them  in  any  thing 
as  they  could,  or  as  they  found  necef- 
iity  required. 

_  But  the  wonder  of  this  ftory  was, 
how  five  fuch  refractory  ill- matched 
fellows  mould  agree  about  thefe  wo- 
men, and  that  two  of  them  mould  not 
pitch  upon  the  fame  woman,  efpecially 
feeing  two  or  three  of  them  were,  with-* 
out  companion,  more  agreeable  than 
the  others :  but  they  took  a  good  way 
enough  to  prevent  quarrelling  among 
themfelves  ;  for  they  1st  the  five  wo- 
men by  themfelves  in  one  of  tlieirhuts, 
and  they  went  all  into  the  other  hut, 
and  drew  lots  among  them  who  mould 
chufe  fir  ft. 

He  that  draw  to  ,  chufe  firft,  went 
away  by  himfelf  to  the  hut  where  the 
poor  naked  creatures  were,  and  fetch- 
ed out  her  he  chofe  ;  and  it  was  worth 
observing,  that  he  that  chofe  firft  took 
her  that  was  reckoned  the  homelieft 
.and  the  oldeft  of  the  five,  which  made 
mirth  enough  among  the  reft  ;  an<i 
even  the  Spaniards  laughed  at  it :  but 
the  fellow  confidered  better  than  any 
of  them,  that  it  was  application  and 
bun"  nets  that  they  were  to, expect  affift- 
ance  in,  as  much  as.  any  thing  elfe; 
and  flie  proved  the  belt  wife  in  the 
.parcel. 

When  the  poor  women  law  them- 
felves  let  iu  a  row  thus,,  and  fetched 
out  one  by  one,  the  ten 
condition  returned  upc  a 
A  a. 2 
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and  they  firmly  believed  that  they  were 
now  going  to  be  devoured.  Accord- 
ingly) when  the  Englifh  failor  came 
in  and  fetched  out  one  of  them,  the 
reft  fet  up  a  moft  lamentable  cry,  and 
living  about  her,  and  took  their  leave 
of  her  with  fuch  agonies,  and  fuch 
afftftion,  as  would  have  grieved  the 
harileft  heart  in  the  world  ;  nor  was  it 
poflible  for  the  Engiifhmen  to  fatisfy 
them  that  they  were  not  to  be  imme- 
diately murdered,  till  they  fetched  the 
old  man,  Friday's  father,  who  inftant- 
ly  let  them  know,  that  the  five  men, 
•who  had  fetched  them  out  one  by  one, 
had  chofen  them  for  their  wives. 

When  they  had  done  this,  and  the 
fright  the  women  were  in  was  a  little 
over,  the  men  went  to  work,  and  the 
Spaniards  came  and  helped  them  ;  and, 
iti  a  few  hours,  they  had  built  them 
every  one  a  new  hut  or  tent  for  their 
lodging  apart  5  for  thofe  they  had  al- 
ready were  croxided  with  their  tools, 
houfhold-lhirFand  provifions:  the  three 
wicked  ones  had  pitched  fartheft  off, 
and  the  two  honeft  ones  nearer,  but 
both  on  the  north-fhore  of  the  ifland, 
t'o  that  they  continued  feparate  as  be- 
fore: and  thus  my  iflancl  was  peopled' 
in  three  places  $  and,  as  I  might  fay, 
three  towns  were  begun  to  be  planted. 

And  here  it  is  very  well  worth  ob- 
ferving,  that  as  it  often  happens  in  the 
world,  (what  the  wife  ends  of 'God's 
Providence  are  in  fuch  a  difpoiition  of 
things  I  cannot  fay)  the  two  honeit 
fellows  had  the  two  worft  wives ;  and 
the  three  reprobates,  that  were  fcarce 
worth  hanging,  that  were  fit  for  no- 
thing, and  neither  fecrned  born  to  do 
themfelves  good,  or  any  one  elfe,  had 
three  clever,  diligent,  careful,  and  in- 
genious wives;  not  that  the  two  firft 
were  ill  wives  as  to  their  temper  or  hu- 
mour; for  all  the  five  were  moft  wil- 
ling, quiet,  paffivc,  and  fuhjecled  crea- 
tures, rather  like  flaves  than  wives  ; 
but  my  meaning  is,  they  were  not 
alike  capable,  ingenious,  or  induftri- 
ousj  or  alike  cleanly  and  neat. 

Another  obfervation  I  mutt  make, 
to  the  honour  of  a  diligent  applica- 
tion on  the  one  hand,  and  to  the  dif- 
grace  of  a  fiothful,  negligent,  idle 
temper  on  the  other,  that  when  I  came 
to  the  place,  and  viewed  the  feveral  im- 
provements, planting,  and  manage- 
ment of  the  feveral  little  colonies,  the 
two  men  had  fo  far  outgone  the  ihree, 


that  there  was  no  comparison.  They 
had,  indeed,  both  of  ihem  as  much 
ground  laid  out  for  corn  as  they  want- 
ed ;  and  the  reafon  was,  becaufe,  ac- 
cording to  my  rule,  nature  dictated, 
that  it  was  to  no  purpofe  to  fow  more 
corn  than  they  wanted  ;  but  the  dif- 
ference of  the  cultivation,  of  the  plant- 
ing, of  the  fences,  and  indeed  every 
thing  elfe,  was  eafy  to  be  feen  at  firit 
view. 

The  two  men  had  innumerable 
young  trees  planted  about  their  huts, 
that  when  you  came  to  the  place,  no- 
thing was  to  be  feen  but  a  wood  ;  anil 
though  they  had  their  plantation  twice 
demoliflied,  once  by  their  own  coun- 
trymen, and  once  by  the  enemy,  as 
fhall  be  fhewn  in  it's  place,  yet  they 
had  rettored  all  again,  and  every  thing 
was  flourifhing  and  thriving  about 
them ;  they  had  grapes  planted  in  or- 
der, and  managed  like  a  vineyard, 
though  they  had  themfelves  never  feen 
any  thing  of  that  kind  j  and  by  their 
good  ordering  their  vines,  their  grapes 
were  as  good  again  as  any  of  the 
others.  They  had  alfo  found  them- 
felves a  retreat  in  the  thickeft  part  of 
the  woods,  where,  though  there  was 
not  a  natural  cave,  as  I  had  found, 
yet  they  made  one  with  incefTant  la- 
bour of  their  hands,  and  where,  when 
the  mifchief  which  followed  happened, 
they  fee  tired  their  wives  and  children, 
fo  as  they  could  never  be  found  j  they 
having,  by  flicking  innumerable  flakes 
and  poles  of  the  wood  which,  as  1 
faid,  grew  fo  eafily,  made  a  grove 
impaflable,  except  in  one  place,  where 
they  climbed  up  to  get  over  the  out- 
fide  part,  and  then  went  in  by  ways 
of  their  own  leaving. 

As  to  the  three  reprobates,  as  I 
juftly  call  them,  though  they  were 
much  civilized  by  their  hew  fettlement, 
compared  to  what  they  were  before, 
and  were  not  fo  quarrel fome,  having 
not  ths  fame  opportunity  j  yet  one  of 
the  certain  companions  of  a  profligate 
mind  never  left  them,  and  that  was 
their  idlenefs.  It  is  true  they  planted 
corn,  and  made  fences  ;  but  Solomon's 
words  were  never  better  verified  than 
in  them  :  *  I  went  by  the  vineyard  of 
'  the  fiothful,  and  it  was  all  over- 
'  grown  with  thorns.'  For  when  the 
Spaniards  came  to  view  their  crop,  they 
could  not  fee  it  in  fome  places  for 
sj  the  hedge  had  feveral  gaps  in 
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It,  where  the  wild  goats  had  gotten  in 
and  eaten  up  the  corn;  perhaps  here 
and  there  a  dead  bufh  was  crammed  in, 
to  flop  them  out  for  the  prefent;  but 
it  was  only  fhutting  the  ftable-door 
after  the  fteed  was  ftolen  t  whereas, 
when  they  looked  on  the  colony  of  the 
other  two,  there  was  the  very  face  of 
induftry  and  fuccefs  upon  all  they  did  j 
there  was  not  a  weed  to  be  feen  in  all 
their  corn,  or  a  gap  in  any  of  their 
hedges  ;  and  they,  on  the  other  hand, 
verified  Solomon's  words  in  another 
place  :  '  That  the  diligent  hand  makes 
'  rich/  For  every  thing  grew  and 
thrived,  and  they  hid  plenty  within 
and  without ;  they  had  more  tame  cat- 
tle than  the  others,  more  utenfils  and 
neceffaries  within  doors,  and  yet  more 
pleafure  and  diverfion  too. 

It  is  true,  the  wives  of  the  three  were 
very  handy  and  cleanly  within  doors  ; 
and,  having  learned  the  Englim  ways 
ofdreflingand  cooking  from  one  of  the 
other  Englifhmen,  who,  as  I  faid,  was 
a  cook's  mate  on  board  the  fhip,  they 
drefTed  their  husband's  victuals  very 
nicely  and  well;  whereas  the  other  could 
not  be  brought  to  underttand  it ;  but 
then  the  hufband,  who,  as  I  faid,  had 
been  cook's  mate,  did  ithimfelf.  But 
as  for  the  hufband s  of  the  three  wives, 
they  loitered  about,  fetched  turtles 
eggs,  and  caught  ft(h  and  birds  :  in  a 
word,  any  thing  but  labour;  and  they 
fared  accordingly.  The  diligent  lived 
well  and  comfortably,  and  the  flothful 
lived  hard  and  beggarly;  and  fo  I  be- 
lieve, generally  fpeaking,  it  is  all  over 
the  world. 

But  now  I  come  to  a  fcene  different 
from  all  that  had  happened  before,  ei- 
ther to  them  or  to  me;  and  the  origi- 
nal of  the  ftory  was  this  : 

Early  one  morning  there  came  on 
Ihore  five  or  fix  canoes  of  Indians,  or 
favages,  call  them  which  you  pleafe  5 
and  there  is  no  room  to  doubt,  that 
they  came  upon  the  old  errand  of  feed- 
ing upon  their  flaves  :  but  that  part 
was  now  fo  familiar  to  the  Spaniards, 
and  to  our  men  too,  that  they  did  not 
concern  themfelves  about  it  as  I  did ; 
but,  having  been  made  fenfible  by  their 
experiences,  that  their  only  buiinefs  was 
to  lie  concealed,  and  that,  if  they  were 
not  feen  by  any  of  the  favages,  they 
would  go  off  again  quietly  when  their 
bufinefs  was  done,  having  as  yet  not 
the  lead  notion*  of  there  being  any  in* 


habitants  in  the  ifland ;  I  fay,  having 
been  made  fenfible  of  this,  they  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  give  notice  to  all 
the  three  plantations  to  keep  within 
doors,  and  not  to  mew  themfelves ; 
only  placing  a  fcout  in  a  proper  place,  ' 
to  give  notice  when  the  boats  went  off 
to  fea  again. 

This  was  without  doubt  very  right; 
but  a  di farter  fpoiled  all  thefe  meafures, 
and  made  it  known  among  the  favages, 
that  there  were  inhabitants  there  j 
which  was,  in  the  end,  the  defolation 
of  almoft  the  whole  colony.  After 
the  canoes  with  the  favages  were  gone 
off,  the  Spaniards  peeped  abroad  again, 
and  fome  of  them  had  the  curiofity  to 
go  to  the  place  where  they  had  been, 
to  fee  what  they  had  been  doing.  Here, 
to  their  great  furprize,  they  found  three 
favages  left  behind,  and  lying  faft 
afleep  upon  the  ground;  it  was  fup- 
pofed,  they  had  either  been  fo  gorged 
with  their  inhuman  feaft,  that,  like 
beaih,  they  were  afleep,  and  would  not 
ftir  when  the  others  went,  or  they 
were  wandered  into  the  woods,  and 
did  not  come  back  in  time  to  be  taken 
in. 

The  Spaniards  were  greatly  fur- 
prized  at  this  fight,  and  perfe&ly  at  a 
lofs  what  to  do.  The  Spanifh  gover- 
nor, as  it  happened,  was  with  them, 
and  his  advice  was  afked ;  but  he  pro- 
fefied  he  knew  not  what  to  do.  As  for 
flaves,  they  had  enough  already;  and 
as  to  killing  them,  they  were  none  of 
them  inclined  to  that.  The  Spaniard 
governor  told  me  they  could  not  thinlc 
of  fhedtling  innocent  blood  ;  for,  as  to 
them,  the  poor  creatures  had  done  no 
wrong,  invaded  none  of  their  property, 
and  they  thought  they  had  no  juft  quar- 
rel againft  them  to  take  away  their  lives. 

And  here  I  muft,  in  juftice  to  thefe 
Spaniards,  obferve,  that  let  all  the 
accounts  of  Spar.ifh  cruelty  in  Mexico 
and  Peru  be  what  they  will,  I  never 
met  with  feventeen  men,  of  any  nation 
whatfoever,  in  any  foreign  country, 
who  were  fo  univerfally  rnodeft,  tem- 
perate, virtuous,  fo  very  good-humour- 
ed, and  fo  courteous,  as  thefe  Spa- 
niards; and  as  to  cruelty,  they  had 
nothing  of  it  in  their  very  nature  ;  no 
inhumanity,  no  barbarity,  no  outrage- 
ous paflions,  and  yet  all  of  them  mso. 
of  great  courage  and  fpirit. 

Their  temper  ar.d  calrr.nefs  had  -ap- 
peared, in  their  bearing  ».£>?  •;  Bluf 
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able  ufhge  of  the  three  Englifhmen  j 
;uul  their  juftice  and  humanity  appear- 
ed now  in  the  cafe  of  the  favages,  as 
above.  After  fome consultation,  they 
refolved  upon  this,  that  they  would  lie 
Hill  awhile  longer,  till,  if  poflible, 
thefe  three  men  might  he  gone;  but 
then  the  governor  Spaniard  recollected, 
that  the  three  favages  had  no  boat,  and 
that,  if  they  were  left  to  rove  about 
the  ifland,  they  would  certainly  dif- 
cover  that  there  were  inhabitants  in  it; 
and  fo  they  fhould  be  undone  that 
way. 

Upon  this  they  went  back  again, 
and  there  lay  the  fellows  faft  afleep 
itill :  fo  they  refolved  to  awaken  them, 
and  take  them  prifoners  ;  and  they  did 
fo.  The  poor  fellows  were  ftrangtly 
frighted  when  they  were  feized  upon 
and  bound,  and  afraid,  like  the  wo- 
men, that  they  mould  be  murdered 
and  eaten  j  for,  it  feems,  thofe  people 
think  all  the  world  do  as  they  do, 
eating  men's  flefh;  but  they  were  foon 
made  eafy  as  to  that,  and  away  they 
carried  them. 

It  was  very  happy  to  them,  that  they 
did  not  carry  them  home  to  their 
caftle  5  I  mean,  to  my  palace  under  the 
hill;  but  they  carried  them  firft  to  the 
bovver,  where  was  the  chief  of  their 
country-work  j  fuch  as  the  keeping 
the  goats,  the  planting  the  corn,"  &c. 
nnd  afterwards  they  carried  them  to  the 
habitation  of  the  two  Englishmen. 

Kere  they  were  fet  to  work,  though 
it  was  not  much  they  had  for  them  to 
tio.  AJnd,  whether  it  was  by  negli- 
gence in  guarding  them,  o/  that  they 
thought  the  fellows  could  not  mend 
themfelves,  I  know  not,  but  one  of 
them  ran  away;  and,  taking  into  the 
woods,  they  could  never  hear  of  him 
more. 

They  had  good  reafon  to  believe  he 
got  home  again  foon  after,  in  fome 
other  boats  or  canoes  of  favages,  who 
came  on  more  three  or  four  weeks 
afterwards,  and  who,  carrying  on  their 
revels  as  ufual,  went  off  again  in  two 
days  time.  This  thought  terrified 
them  exceedingly}  for  they  concluded, 
and  that  not  without  good  caufe  in- 
tleed,  that  if  this  fellow  got  fate  home 
among  his  comrades,  he  would  err- 
thinly  give  them  an  account  that  there 
were  people  in  the  illand,  as  allb  how 
weak  and  few  they  were  ;  for  this  la- 
tage,  as  I  obfcrved  before,  h.ui 


been  told,  as  it  was  very  happy  he  tine! 
not,  how  many  they  were,  or  where 
they  lived  j  nor  had  he  ever  ften  or 
heard  the  fire  of  any  of  their  guns, 
much  lefs  had  they  fhewn  him  any 
other  of  their  retired  places,  fuch  as 
the  cave  in  the  valley,  or  the  new  re- 
treat which  the  two  Englifhmen  had 
made,  and  the  like. 

The  firft  teftimony  they  had,  thaC 
this  fellow  had  given  intelligence  of 
them  was,  that  about  two  months 
after  this,  fix  canoes  of  favages,  with 
about  fevtn  or  eight,  or  ten  men  in  a 
canoe,  came  rowing  along  the  north- 
fide  of  the  ifland,  where  they  never 
ufcd  to  come  before,  and  landed  about 
an  hour  after  fun- rife,  at  a  convenient 
place,  about  •*  mile  from  the  habita- 
tion of  the  two  Englifhmen,  where  this 
efcapcd  man  had  been  kept.  As  thci 
Spaniard  governor  faid,  had  they 
been  all  there  the  damage  would  not 
have  been  fo  much,  for  not  a  man  of 
them  would  have  efcaped  :  but  the  cafe 
differed  now  very  much  ;  for  two  men 
to  fifty  were  too  much  odds.  The  two 
men  had  the  happinefs  to  difcover 
them  about  a  league  off,  fo  that  it  was 
above  an  hour  before  they  landed  j 
and,  as  they  landed  about  a  mile  from 
their  huts,  it  was  fome  time  before 
they  could  come  at  them.  Now  hav- 
ing great  reafon  to  believe  that  they 
were  betrayed,  the  firft  thing  they  did 
was  to  bind  the  flaves  which  were 
left,  and  caufe  two  of  the  three  men, 
whom  they  brought  with  the  women, 
who,  it  feems,  proved  very  faithful  to 
them,  to  lead  them  with  their  two 
wives,  and  whatever  they  could  carry 
away  with  them,  to  their  retired  place 
in  the  woods,  which  I  have  fpoken  of 
above,  and  there  to  bind  the  two  fellows 
hand  and  foot  till  they  heard  farther. 

In   the  next  place,    feeing  the   fa- 
vages were  all  come  on  more,  and  that 
they   bent   their    courle  dirc&ly    that 
way,  they    opened    the    fences    v 
their  inijch-goats  were  kept,  and  drove 
them   all  out,  leaving  their  goats  to 
ftraggle  into  the  wood,  whithi. 
plealed,  that  the  favages  might  think 
they  were  all  bred  wil. 
who  came  with  them  was  too  ctii 
for  that,  and  gave  thorn  an 
it  all;  for  they  went    dircclly  i 
place  i, 

When  the  two  poor  fri_ 
had   fccuied  their  wives  ai 
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fhey  font  the  other  (lave  they  had  of 
the  three  who  came  with  the  wo- 
men, and  who  was  at  their  place  by 
accident,  away  to  the  Spaniards,  with 
all  fpeed,  to  give  them  the  alarm,  and 
defire  fpc-edy  help  ;  and.  in  the  mean 
time  they  took  their  arms,  and  what 
ammunition  they  had,  and  retreated 
towards  the  place  in  the  wood  where 
the  wives  were  fent,  keeping  at  a  dif- 
tance  ;  yet  fo  that  they  might  fee,  if 
poflible,  \vhich  way  the  favages  took.: 

They  had  not  gone  far,  but  that, 
from  a  riling  ground,  they  could  fee 
the  little  army  of  their  enemies  come 
on  direclly  to  their  habitation,  and  in 
a  moment  more,  could  fee.  all  their 
huts  and  houmold-fturf  flaming  up  to- 
gether, to  their  great  grief  and  mor- 
tification ;  for  they  had  a  very  great 
lofs,  and  to  them  irretrievable,  at  leaft 
for  fome  time.  They  kept  their  fta- 
tion  for  a' while,  till  they  found  the 
favages,  like  wild  beafts,  fpread  them- 
felves  all  over  the  place,  rummaging 
every  way,  and  everyplace  they  could 
think  of,  in  fearch  for  preyj  and,  in 
particular,  for  the  people,  of  whom  it 
plainly  appeared  they  had  intelligence. 

The  two  Englishmen  feeing  this, 
thinking  themfelves  not  fecure  where 
they  ftood,  becaufe,  as  it  was  likely 
ipme  of  the  wild  people  might  come 
that  way,  fo  they  might  come  too  ma- 
ny together,  thought  it  proper  to  make 
another  retreat  about  half  a  mile  far- 
ther, believing,  as  it  afterwards  hap- 
pened, that  the  farther  they  ftrolled 
the  fewer  would  be  together. 

The  next  halt  was  at  the  entrance  in- 
to a  very  thick  grown  part  of  the  woods, 
and  where  an  old  trunk  of  a  tree  ftood, 
which  was  hollow,  and  vaftly  large  j 
and  in  this  tree  they  both  took  their 
Handing,  refolving  to  fee  what  might 
offer. 

They  had  not  ftood  there  long,  but 
two  of  the  favages  appeared  running 
dire6lly  that  way,  as  if  they  had  al- 
ready notice  where  they  ftood,  and 
xvere  coming  up  to  attack  themj  and 
a  little  way  farther,  they  efpied  three 
^nore  coming  after  them,  and  five  more 
Beyond  them,  all  coming  the  fame 
way;  beudes  which,  they  faw  feven 
or  eight  more  at  a  'diftance,  running 
another  way;  for,  in  a  word,  they 
ran  every  way,  like  fportfmen  beating 
for  their  game. 

The  poor  men  were  now  in  great 


perplexity,  whether  they  fhould  ftand* 
and  keep  their  pofture,  or  fly :  but 
after  a  very  fliort  debate  with  theni- 
felves,  they  coniidered,  that  if  the  fa- 
vages ranged  the  country  thus,  before 
help  came,  they  might,  perhaps,  find 
out  their  retreat  in  the  woods,  and 
then  all  would  be  loft  ;  fo  theyrefolv- 
ed  to  ftand  them  there;  and  if  there 
were  too  many  to  deal,  with,  then  they 
would  get  to  the  top  of  the  tree,  from 
whence,  they  doubted  not  to  defend 
themfelves,  (fire  excepted)  as  long  as 
their  ammunition  lalted,  though  all 
the  favages  that  were  landed,  which. 
were  near  fifty,  were  to  attack  them. 

Having  refolved  upon  this,  they 
next  coniidered  whether  they  fhouli 
fire  at  the  two  firft,  or  wait  for  the 
three*  and  fo  take  the  middle  party  j 
by  which  the  two  and  the  five  that  fol- 
lowed would  be  feparated.  At  length 
they  refolved  to  let  the  two  nrft  pais 
by,  unlefs  they  fhould  efpy  them  in 
the  tree,  and  come  to  attack  then?.' 
The  two  firft  favages  alfo'  confirmed 
them  in  this  relblution,  by  turning  a 
little  from  them  toyvards  another  part 
of  the  wood ;  bm  the  three,  and  the 
five  after  them,  came  forwards  direcl:- 
ly  to  the  tree,' as  if  they  had  known 
the  Englishmen  were  there. 

Seeing  them  come  fo  ftraight  towards 
them,  they  refolved  to  take  them  in  a 
line  as 'they  came  ;  and  as  they  re- 
folved to  ijre  but  one  at  a  time,  per- 
haps the  firft  ihot  might  hit  them  all 
three  ;  to  which  purpofe,  the  man  who 
was  to  fire,  put  three  or  four  bullets 
into  his  piece  ;  and,  having  a  fair  loop- 
hole, as  it  were,  from  a  broken  hole 
in  the  tree,  he  took  a  fure  aim,  with- 
out being  feen,  waiting  till  they  were 
within  about  thirty  yards  of  the  tree, 
fo  that  he  could  not  mifs. 

While  they  were  thus  waiting,  and 
the  favages  came  on,  they  plainly  faw 
that  one  of  the  three  was  the  run-away 
favage  that  had  efcaped  from  them, 
and  they  both  knew  him  diftinclly,  and 
refolved,  that,  if  polfible,  he  mould 
not  efcape,  though  they  mould  both 
firej  fo  the  other  ftood  ready  with  his 
piece,  that  if  he  did  not  drop  at  the 
firft  Ihot,  he  mould  be  fure  to  have  a. 
fecond. 

But  the  firft  was  too  good  a  markf- 
man  to  mifs  his  aim  j  for,  as  the  fa- 
vages kept  near  one  another,  a  little 
behind  in  aline,  (in  a  word)  he  fired, 

and 
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and  hit  two  of  them  direftly.  The 
fortmoft  was  killed  outright,  being 
fhot  in  the  head  ;  the  lecond,  which 
•was  the  run- away  Indian,  was  fliot 
through  the  body,  and  fell,  but  was 
not  quite  dead  ;  and  the  third  had  a 
little  (cratch  in  the  moulder,  perhaps 
by  the  fame  ball  that  went  through  the 
body  of  the  fecord  ;  and,  being  dread- 
fully frighted,  though  not  much  hurt, 
fat  down  upon  the  ground,  Icreaming 
and  yelling  in  a  hideous  manner. 

The  five  that  were  behind,  more 
frighted  with  the  noife  than  fenfiblc  of 
their  danger,  flood  ftill  at  firft  j  for 
the  woods  made  the  found  a  thoufand 
time  bigger  than  it  really  was  ;  the 
echoes  rattling  from  one  fide  to  ano- 
ther, and  the  fowls  riCng  from  all 
piTts,  fcreaming  and  making,  every 
fort,  a  feveral  kind  of  noife,  accord- 
ing to  their  kind,  jufl  as  it  was  when 
J  fired  the  fir  (I  gun  that,  perhaps,  was 
ever  fhot  off  in  that  place  fmce  it  was 
an  ifland. 

However,  all  being  filent  again, 
and  they  not  knowing  what  the  matter 
was,  came  on  unconcerned  till  they 
came  to  that  place  where  their  compa- 
nions lay,  in  a  condition  miferable 
enough  :  and  here  the  poor  ignorant 
creatures,  not  feniible  that  they  were 
within  reach  of  the  fame  mifchief, 
flood  all  of  a  huddleV>ver  the  wound- 
ed man,  talking,  and,  as  may  be  fup- 
pofed,  enquiring  of  him  how  he  came 
to  be  hurt  ;  ar.d  who,  it  is  very  ra- 
tional to  believe,  told  them  that  a  flafh 
of  fire  firfl,  and  immediately  after  that, 
thunder  from  their  gods  had  killed 
thofe  two  and  wounded  him.  This,  I 
fay,  is  rational;  for  nothing  is  more 
certain  than  that,  as  they  faw  no  man 
near  them,  fo  they  had  never  heard  a 
gun  in  all  their  lives,  or  fo  much  as 
ever  heard  of  a  gun  ;  neither  knew 
they  any  thing  of  killing  or  wounding 
at  a  diflance  with  fire  and  bullets  ;  if 
they  had,  one  might  reafonably  believe 
that  they  would  not  have  flood  fo  un- 
concerned, in  viewing  the  fate  of  their 
fellows,  without  fome  apprehenfion  of 
ttieir  own. 

Our  two  men, thoughts  they  confefT- 
ed  to  me,  it  grieved  them  to  be  oblig- 
ed to  kill  fo  many  poor  creatures,  who 
at  the  fame  time  had  no  notion  of  their 
danger  j  yet,  having  them  all  thus  in 
their  power,  and  the  firft  having  load- 
ed his  piece  again,  rdbived  :o  let  fly 


both  together  among  them  ;  and  fing" 
ling  out  by  agreement  which  to  aim  at, 
they  mot  together,  and  killed  or  very 
much  wounded  four  of  them  ;  the  fifth, 
frighted  even  to  death,  though  not 
hurt,  fell  with  the  refl;  fo  th.it  our 
men  feeing  them  all  fall  together, 
thought  they  had  killed  them  all. 

The  belief  that  the  favages  were  aU 
killed,  made  our  two  men  come  boldly 
out  from  the  tree  before  they  had  charg- 
ed their  guns  again,  which  was  a  wrong 
ftep;  and  they  were  under  fome  fur- 
prize  when  they  came  to  the  place  and 
found  no  lei's  than  four  of  the  men 
alive,  and  of  them  two  very  little  hurt, 
and  one  not  at  all.  This  obliged  them 
to  fall  upon  them  whh  theflocks  of 
their  muiquets;  and  firfl  they  made 
fure  of  the  run-away  favage  that  had 
been  the  caufe  of  ail  the  mifchief;  and 
of  another  that  was  hurt  in  his  knee, 
and  put  them  out  of  their  pain  ;  then 
the  man  that  was  not  hurt  at  all  came 
and  kneeled  down  to  them,  with  his 
two  hands  held  up,  and  made  piteous 
moan  to  them,  by  geflures  and  figns, 
for  his  life;  but  could  not  fay  one 
word  to  them  that  they  could  under- 
fland. 

However,  they  figned  to  him  to  fit 
down  at  the  foot  of  a  tree  thereby  5 
and  one  of  the  Englishmen,  with  a 
piece  of  rope- twine,  which  he  had  by 
great  chance  in  his  pocket,  tied  his 
feet  fail  together,  and  his  hands  be- 
hind him,  and  there  they  left  him  j 
and,  with  what  fpeed  they  could,  made 
after  the  other  two  which  were  gone 
before,  fearing  they,  or  any  more  of 
them,  fliould  find  the  way  to  their  co- 
vered place  in  the  woods,  where  their 
wives  and  the  few  goods  they  had  left 
lay.  They  came  once  in  fight  of  the 
two  men,  but  it  was  at  a  great  dillancc  ; 
however,  they  had  the  latisfa&ion  to 
fee  them  crofs  over  a  valley,  towards 
the  fea,  the  quite  conlr.uy  way  from 
that  which  led  to  their  retreat,  which 
they  were  afraid  of;  and,  being  fatis- 
fied  with  that,  they  went  b.ick  to  the 
tree  where  they  left  thrir  prilbiu-rj  who, 
as  they  fuppoled,  was  dt  livered  by  his 
comrades,  for  he  was  gone,  and  the 
two  pieces  of  rope-yarn,  with  which 
they  had  bound  him,  Iny  jufl  at  tli4 
foot  of  the  tree. 

They  were  now  in  as  great  a  con- 
cern as  before,  not  knowing  wh.it 
courfe  to  take,  or  how  ne:u  the  enemy 
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might  be,  or  in  what  numbers;  fo 
they  refolved  to  go  away  to  the  place 
where  their  wives  were,  to  fee  if  all 
was  well  there,  and  to  make  them  eafy, 
who  were  in  fright  enough  to  be  fure  j 
for  though  the  favages  were  their  own 
country- folk,yet  they  were  moft  terribly 
afraid  of  them,  and  perhaps  the  more 
for  the  knowledge  they  had  of  them. 

When  they  came  thither,  they  found 
the  favages  had  been  in  the  wood,  and 
very  near  the  place,  but  had  not  found 
it  j  for  indeed  it  was  inacceffible,  by  the 
trees  (landing fo  thick,  as  before,  unlefs 
theperfons  feeking  it  had  been  directed 
by   thofe  that   knew   it,  which  thefe 
were  not  j  they  found,  therefore,  every 
thing  very  fafe,  only  tlie  women  in  a 
terrible  fright.     While  they  were  here, 
they  had  the  comfort  of  feven  of  the 
Spaniards  coming  to  their  afilftancej 
the  other  ten,  with  their  fervants,  and 
old  Friday,  (I  mean,  Friday's  father) 
were  gone  in  a  body  to  defend  their 
bower,  and   the  corn  and  cattle  that 
were  kept  there,   in  cafe  the  favages 
ihould  have  roved  over  to  that  fide  of 
the  country;  but  they  did.  not  fpread 
fo  far :  with  the  feven  Spaniards  came 
one  of  the  favages,  who,   as  I   faid, 
were  their  prifoners  formerly,  and  with 
them  alfo  came  the  favage  whom  the 
Englimmen  had  left  bound  hand  and 
foot  at  the  tree  ;  for  it  feems  they  came 
that  way,  faw  the  flaughter  of  the  fe- 
ven men,  and  unbound  the  eight,  and 
brought  him  along  with  them ;  where, 
however,  they  were  obliged    to  bind 
him  again,  as  they  had  done  the  two 
others  who  were  left  when  the  third 
ran  away. 

The  prifoners  began  now  to  be  a 
burden  to  them ;  and  they  were  fo 
afraid  of  their  efcaping,  that  they 
thought  they  were  under  an  abfolute 
neceffity  to  kill  them  for  their  own 
prefervation :  however,  the  Spaniard 
governor  would  not  confent  to  it,  but 
ordered  that  they  mould  be  fent  out  of 
the  way  to  my  old  cave  in  the  valley, 
and  be  kept  there  with  two  Spaniards 
to  guard  them  and  give  them  food  : 
which  was  done  ;  and  they  were  bound 
there  hand  and  foot  for  that  night. 

When  the  Spaniards  came,  the  two 
Englimmen  were  fo  encouraged,  that 
they  could  not  fatisfy  themfelves 
to  ftay  any  longer  there;  but  taking 
five  of  the  Spaniards  and  themfelves, 
with  four  mufquets  and  a  piftol  among 
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them,  and  two  flout  quarter-Haves, 
away  they  went  in  queft  of  the  favages. 
And  firft,  they  came  to  the -tree  where 
the  men  lay  that  had  been  killed  ;  but 
it  was  eafy  to  fee  that  fome  more  of 
the  favages  had  been  there  ;  for  they 
attempted  to  carry  their  dead  men 
away,  and  had  dragged  two. of  them 
a  good  way,  but  had  given  it  over. 
From  thence  they  advanced  to  the  firft 
riling  ground,  where  they  had  ftood 
and  feen  their  camp  deftroyed,  and 
where  they  had  the  mortification  ftill 
to  fee  fome  of  the  fmoke  ;  but  neither 
could  they  here  fee  any  of  the  favages. 
They  then  refolved,  though  with  all 
poffible  caution,  to  go  forward  towards 
their  ruined  plantation  :  but  a  little 
before  they  came  thither,  coming  in 
fight  of  the  fea-fhore,  they  faw  plainly 
the  favages  all  embarking  again  in 
their  canoes,  in  order  to  be  gone. 

They  feemed  forry  at  firft,  that  there 
was  no  way  to  come  at  them,  to  give 
them  a  parting  blow;  but  upon  the 
whole,  were  very  well  fatisfied  to  be 
rid  of  them. 

The  poor  Englishmen  being  now 
twice  ruined,  and  all  their  improve- 
ments deftroyed,  the  reft  all  agreed  to 
come  and  help  them  to  rebuild,  and 
to  alfift  them  with  needful  (applies. 
Their  three  countrymen,  who  were 
not  yet  noted  for  having  the  leaft  in- 
clination to  do  any  good,  yet,  as  loon 
as  they  heard  of  it,  (for  they,  Jiving 
remote  eaftward,  knew  nothing  of  the 
matter  till  all  was  over)  came  and 
offered  their  help  and  afiiftauce,  and 
did  very  friendly  work  for  feveral 
days,  to  reftore  their  habitations,  and 
make  neceflaries  for  them  :  and  thus  in 
a  little  time  they  were  fet  upon  iheir 
legs  again. 

About  two  days  after  this,  they  had 
the  farther  fatisfaclion  of  feeing  three 
of  the  favages  canoes  come  driving  on 
Ihore,  and  at  fomediitance  from  them, 
with  two  drowned  men  ;  by  which  they 
had  reafcn  to  believe,  that  they  had 
met  with  a  ftorm  at  fea,  which  had 
overfet  fome/of  them  ;  for  it  had  blown 
very  hard  the  night  after  they  went 
off. 

However,  as  fome  might  mifcarry  5 
fo,  on  the  other  hand,  enough  of  them 
efcapcd  to  inform  the  reft  as  well  ofwhat 
they  had  done,  as  of  what  happened  to 
them,  and  to  whet  them  on  to  another 
enterprize  of  the  fame  nature,  which 
B  b  they, 
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they,  it  feems/'refolved  to  attempt, 
with  fufficient  force  to  carry  altbefore 
them  j  for,  except  what  the  firft  man 
had  told  them  of  inhabitants,  they 
could  fay  little  to  it  of  their  own 
knowledge,  for  .they  never  faw  one 
man,  and  the  fellow  being  killed  that 
had  affirmed  it,  they  had  no  other  wit- 
nefs  to  confirm  it  to  them. 

It  was  five  or  fix  months  after  this 
before  they  heard  any  more  of  the  fa- 
vages,  in  which  time  our  men  were  in 
hopes  they  had  not  forgot  their  former 
bad  luck,  or  had  given  over  the  hopes 
of  better,  when  on  a  fudden  they 
were  invaded  with  a  moft  formidable 
fleet  of  no  lefs  than  twenty-eight  ca- 
noes full  of  Ravages,  armed  with  bows 
and  arrows,  great  clubs,  wooden  i  words, 
and  fuch  like  engines  of  war  ;  and  they 
brought  fuch  numbers  with  them,  that, 
in  ftiort,  it  put  all  our  people  into  the 
utmoft  confternation. 

As  they  came  on  more  in  the  even- 
ing, and  at  the  eaftermoft  fide  of  the 
i/land,  our  men  had  that  night  to  con- 
fult  and  confider  what  to  do  j  and, 
in  the  firft  place,  knowing  that  their 
being  entirely  concealed  was  their  only 
fafety  before,  and  would  much  more 
be  fo  now,  while  the  number  of  their 
enemies  was  fo  great,  they  therefore 
reiblved  firil  of  all  to  take  down  the 
huts  which  were  built  for  the  two 
Englishmen,  and  drive  away  their  goats 
to  the  old  cave;  becaufe  they  fuppofed 
the  fa\Tiges  would  go  directly  thither, 
as  foon  as  it  was  day,  to  play  the  old 
game  over  again,  though  they  did  not 
now  land  within  two  leagues  of  it. 

In  the  next  place,  they  drove  away 
all  the  flock  of  goats  they  had  at  the 
old  bower,  as  I  call  it,  which  belonged 
to  the  Spaniards  ;  and,  in  ftiort,  left 
as  little  appearance  of  inhabitants  any 
where  as  poflible ;  and  the  next  morn- 
ing early  they  polled  thetnfelves  with 
all  their  force  at  the  plantation  of  the 
two  men,  waiting  for  their  coining. 
As  they  guefled,  fo  it  happened  j  thefe 
new  invaders,  leaving  their  canoes  at 
the  eaft-end  of  the  ifland,  came  rang- 
ing along  the  more  directly  towards 
the  place,  to  the  number  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  as  near  as  our  men 
could  judge.  Our  army  was  but  fmall 
indeed  j  but  that  which  was  worfe, 
they  had  not  arms  for  all  their  num- 
ber neither.  The  whole  acccount,  it 
leems,  flood  thus.  Fiift,  as  to  mem 


17  Spaniards. 
5  Englifhmen. 

1  Old  Friday,  or  Friday's  father. 

3  Slaves,  taken  with  the  women, 
who  proved  very  faithful. 

3  Other  flavcs,  who  lived  with 
the  Spaniards. 

To  arm  thefe,  th«y  had 

ii  Mufquets. 

5  Piftols. 

3  Fowling-pieces. 

5  Mufquets,  or  fowling-pieces, 
which  were  taken  by  me  from 
the  mutinous  Teamen  whom  I 
reduced. 

2  Swords. 

3  Old  halberts. 
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To  their  flaves  they  did  not  give  either 
mufquet  or  fufil  j  but  they  had  every 
one  an  halberr,  or  a  long  ftaff,  like  a 
quarter-ftarF,  with  a  great  fpike  of 
iron  fattened  into  each  end  of  it,  and 
by  his  fide  a  hatchet  j  alfo  every  one 
of  our  men  had  hatchets.  Two  of 
the  women  could  not  be  prevailed  up- 
on, but  they  would  come  into  the  fight; 
and  they  had  bows  and  arrows,  which 
the  Spaniards  had  taken  from  the  fa- 
vages  when  the  firft  action  happened, 
which  I  have  fpoken  of,  where  the  In- 
dians fought  with  one  another;  and 
the  women  had  hatchets  too. 

The  Spaniard  governor,  whom  I 
have  defcribed  fo  often,  commanded 
the  whole  j  and  William  Atkins,  who, 
though  a  dreadful  fellow  for  wicked- 
nefs,  was  a  moft  daring  bold  fellow, 
commanded  under  him.  The  favages 
came  forward  like  lions,  and  our  men, 
which  was  the  worft  of  their  fate,  had . 
no  advantage  in  their  fitintion ;  only 
that  Will  Atkins,  who  now  proved  a 
moft  uleful  fellow,  with  fix  men,  was 
planted  juft  behind  a  fmall  thicket  of 
bumes,  as  an  advanced  guard,  with 
orders  to  let  the  firft  of  them  pafs  by, 
and  then  fire  into  the  middle  of  them; 
and,  as  foon  as  he  had  fired,  to  make 
his  retreat,  as  nimbly  as  he  could, 
round  a  part  of  the  wood,  and  fo 
come  in  behind  the  Spaniards  where 
they  flood,  having  a  thicket  of  trees 
all  before  them. 

When  the  favages  came  on,    they 
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ran  ftragglirfg  about  every  way  in 
heaps,  out  of  all  manner  of  order; 
and  Will  Atkins  let  about  fifty  of 
them  pafs  by  him  ;  then,  feeing  the 
reft  come  in  a  very  thick  throng,  he 
orders  three  of  his  men  to  fire,  having 
loaded  their  mufquets  with  fix  or  feven 
bullets  apiece,  about  as  big  as  large 
pittol-bullets.  How  many  they  killed 
or  wounded  they  knew  not ;  but  the 
condensation  and  furprize  was  inex- 
preflible  among  the  favages,  who  were 
frighted  to  the  laft  degree,  to  hear  fuch 
a  dreadful  noife,  and  fee  their  men 
killed,  and  others  hurt,  but  fee  nobody 
that  did  itj  when  in  the  middle  of 
their  fright,  William  Atkins,  and  his 
other  three,  let  fly  again  among  the 
thickeft  of  them  ;  and  in  lefs  than  a 
minute,  the  firft  three,  being  loaded 
again,  gave  them  a  third  volley. 

Had  William  Atkins  and  his  men 
retired  immediately,  as  foon  as  they 
had  fired,  as  they  were  ordered  to  do, 
or  had  the  reft  of  the  body  been  at 
hand,  to  have  poured  in  their  (hot 
continually,  the  favages  had  been  ef- 
fe&ually  routed;  for  the  terror  that 
was  among  them  came  principally 
from  this  ;  viz.  that  they  were  killed 
•by  the  gods  with  thunder  and  light- 
ning, and  could  fee  nobody  that  hurt 
them;  but  William  Atkins,  flaying 
to  load  again,  difcovered  the  cheat. 
Some  of  the  favages,  who  were  at  a 
diftance,  fpyingthem,  came  upon  them 
behind ;  and  though  Atkins  and  his 
men  fired  at  them  allb,  two  or  three 
times,  and  killed  above  twenty,  re- 
tiring as  faft  as  they  could,  yet  they 
wounded  Atkins  himfelf,  and  killed 
one  of  his  fellow  Englifhmen  with 
their  arrows,  as  they  did  afterwards 
one  Spaniard,  and  one  of  the  Indian 
flaves  who  came  with  the  women.  This 
(lave  was  a  moft  gallant  fellow,  and 
fought  moft  defperately,  killing  five 
of  them  with  his  own  hand,  having 
no  weapon  but  one  of  the  armed  ftaves 
and  a  hatchet. 

Our  men  being  thus  hard  laid  at, 
Atkins  wounded,  and  two  other  men 
killed,  retreated  to  a  rifing  ground  in 
the  wood  ;  and  the  Spaniards,  after 
firing  three  vollies  upon  them,  re- 
treated alfo;  for  their  number  was  fo 
great,  and  they  were  fo  defperate,  that 
though  above  fifty  of  them  were  killed, 
and  more  than  fo  many  wounded,  yet 
they  came  on  in  th.e  teeth  cf  our  men, 


fearlefs  of  danger,  and  fhot  their  ar- 
rows like  a  cloud;  and  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  their  wounded  men,  who 
were  not  quite  difabled,  were  made 
outrageous  by  their  wounds,  and 
fought  like  madmen. 

When  our  men  retreated,  they  left 
the  Spaniard  and  the  Englishman  that 
were  killed  behind  them ;  and  the 
favages,  when  they  came  up  to  them, 
killed  them  over  again  in  a  wretched 
manner,  breaking  their  arms,  legs  and 
heads,  with  their  clubs  and  wooden 
fwords,  like  true  favages.  But  find- 
ing our  men  were  gone,  they  did  not 
feem  to  purfue  them,  but  drew  them- 
felves  up  in  a  kind  of  a  ring,  which  is, 
it  feems,  their  cuftom;  and  (homed 
tv/ice,  in  token  of  their  victory.  After 
which,  they  had  the  mortification  to 
fee  feveral  of  their,  wounded  men  fall, 
dying  with  the  mere  iofs  of  blood. 

The  Spaniard  governor  having  drawn 
his  little  body  up  together  upon  a  ri- 
fing ground,  Atkins,  though  he  was 
wounded,  would  have  had  him  march- 
ed, and  charged  them  again  all  toge- 
ther at  once.     But  the  Spaniard  re- 
plied, '  Seignior  Atkins,  you  fee  how 
their  wounded  men  fight ;  let  them 
alone  till  morning  ;  all  thefe  wound- 
ed men  will  be  ftiff  and  fore  with 
their  wounds,    and   faint  with  the 
Iofs  of  blood ;  and  fo  we  (hall  have 
the  fewer  to  engage.* 
The  advice  was   good ;    but  Will 
Atkins  replied  merrily,  '  That's  true, 
Seignior,  and  fo   (hall  I  too;    and 
that's   the   reafon  I  would   go   on 
while  I  am  warm.11—-*  Well,  Seig- 
nior Atkins,'    fays    the    Spaniard, 
you    have   behaved    gallantly,    and 
done  your  part,  we  will  fight  for 
you,  if  you  cannot  come  on ;  but  I 
think  it  is  bed  to  ftay  till  morning/ 
So  they  waited. 

But  as  it  was  a  clear  moon-light 
night,  and  they  found  the  favages  in 
great  diforder  about  their  dead  and 
wounded  men,  and  a  great  hurry  and 
noife  among  them  where  they  lay, 
they  afterwards  refolved  to  fall  upon 
them  in  the  night,  efpecially  if  they 
could  come  to  give  them  but  one  vol- 
ley before  they  were  difcovered.  This 
they  had  a  fair  opportunity  to  do ;  for 
one  of  the  two  Englifhmen,  in  whofe 
quarter  it  was  where  the  fight  began, 
led  them  round,  between  the  woods 
and  the  fea-fide,  wertward,  and  turn- 
B  b  9  " 
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ing  fhort  .-Couth,  they  came  fo  near 
where  the  thrckeft  of  them  lay,  that 
before  they  were  feen  or  heard,  eight 
of  them  fired  in  among  them,  and  did 
dreadful  execution  upon  them  ;  in 
half  a  minute  more  eight  others  fired 
after  them,  pouring  in  their  fmall- 
ftiot  in  fuch  a  quantity,  that  abun- 
dance were  killed  and  wounded;  and 
all  this  while  they  were  not  able  .to 
fee  who  hurt  them,  or  which  way  to 
fly. 

The  Spaniards  charged  again,  with 
the  utmoft  expedition,  and  then  divid- 
ed themfelves  into  three  bodies,  and 
refolved  to  fall  in  among  them  all  to- 
gether. They  had  in  each  body  eight 
perfons;  that  is  to  fay,  twenty-four; 
•whereof  were  twenty-two  men,  and  the 
two  women,  who,  by  the  way,  fought 
defperately. 

They  divided  the  fire-arms  equally 
in  each  party,  and  fo  of  the  haiberts 
and  ftaves.  They  would  have  had 
the  women  keep  back;  but  they  faid, 
they  were  refoived  to  die  with  their 
hufbands.  Having  thus  formed  their 
little  army,  they  marched  out  from 
among  the  trees,  and  came  up  to  the 
teeth  of  the  enemy,  fhouting  and  halloo- 
ing a;  loud  as  they  could.  Thefavages 
ftood  all  together,  but  were  in  the  ut- 
jncit  confufion,  hearing  the  noife  of 
our  men  fhouting  from  three  quar- 
ters together.  They  would  have  fought 
if  they  had  ieen  us;  and,  as  ibon  as 
•we  came  near  enongh  to  be  feen,  fome 
arrows  were  mot,  and  poor  old  Fri- 
day was  wounded,  though  not  dan- 
geroufly.  But  our  men  gave  them  no 
tin.e;  but,  running  up  to  them,  fired 
among  them  three  ways,  and  then  fell 
in  wiih  the  but-ends  of  their  mufquets, 
their  fwords,  armed  ftaves,  and  hat- 
chets j  and  laid  about  them  fo  well, 
that,  in  a  word,  they  fet  up  a  difmal 
jfcrtaming  and  howling,  flying  to  fave 
their  lives  which  way  foever  they 
could. 

Our  men  were  tired  with  the  execu- 
'tion ;  and  killed  or  mortally  wound- 
ed, in  the  two  fights,  about  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  of  them.  The  reft, 
being  frighted  out  of  their  wits,  fcour- 
ed  through  the  woods,  and  over  the 
bills,  with  all  the  fpeed  and  ftar  that 
nimble  feet  could  nelp  them  to  do; 
and  as  we  did  not  trouble  ourfelves 
much  to  purfue  them,  thty  got  all  to- 
gether to  the  fea-fide,  where  they  land- 
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ed,  and  where  their  canoes  lay.  B«' 
their  difafter  was  not  at  an  end  yet ; 
for  it  blew  a  terrible  ftorm  of  wind 
that  evening  from  the  lea-ward,  fo 
that  it  was  impofTible  for  them  to  put 
off;  nay,  the  ftorm  continuing  all 
night,  when  the  tide  came  up,  their 
canoes  were  molt  of  them  driven  by 
the  furge  of  the  fea  fo  high  upon  the 
more,  that  it  required  infinite  toil  to 
get  them  off;  and  fome  of  them  were 
even  dafhed  to  pieces  againft  the  beach, 
or  againft  one  another. 

Our  men,  though  glad  of  their  vic- 
tory, yet  got  liitie  reft  that  night;  but 
having  retrefhed  themfelves  as  well  as 
they  could,  they  refolved  to  march  to 
that  part  of  the  iiland  where  the  fa- 
vages  were  fled,  and  fee  what  pofture 
they  were  in.  This  necefT.irily  led 
them  over  the  place  where  the  fight  had 
been,  and  where  they  found  feveral 
of  the  poor  creatures  not  quite  dead, 
and  yet  paft  recovering  life:  a  fight 
difagreeable  enough  to  generous  minds  5 
for  a  truly  great  man,  though  obliged 
by  the  law  of  battle  to  deftroy  his  ene- 
my, takes  no  delight  in  his  mifery. 

However,  there  was  no  need  to  give 
any  order  in  this  cafe  ;  for  their  own 
favages  who  were  thtir  fervants,  dif- 
patched  thole  poor  creatures  with  their 
hatchets. 

At  length  they  came  in  view  of  the 
place  where  the  more  miferable  re- 
mains of  the  favages  army  lay,  where 
there  appeared  about  one  hundred  ftillj 
their  pofture  was  generally  fitting  upon 
the  ground,  with  their  knees  up  to- 
wards their  mcuth,  and  their  head  put 
between  the  hands,  leaning  down  upon 
the  knees. 

When  our  men  came  within  two 
mufquet-fliot  of  them,  the  Spaniard 
governor  ordered  two  mufquets  to  be 
fired  without  ball,  to  alarm  them. 
This  he  did,  that  by  their  countenance 
he  might  know  what  to  expect;  viz. 
whether  they  were  (till  in  heart  to  fight, 
or  were  fo  heartily  beaten,  as  to  be 
difpinted  and  difcouraged,  and  fo  he 
might  manage  accordingly. 

This  ftratagem  took;  for,  as  foon 
as  the  favages  heard  the  firrt  gun, 
and  faw  the  flafh  of  the  fccond,  they 
ftarted  up  upon  their  feet  in  the  great- 
eft  confternation  imaginable  j  and, 
as  our  men  advanced  iwiftly  towards 
them,  they  all  ran  fcreaming  and 
yawling  away,  with  a  kind  of  a  howl- 
ing 
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ingnoife,  which  our  men  did  not  un- 
derftand,  and  had  never  heard  before} 
and  thus  they  ran  up  the  hills  into  the 
country. 

At  firft,  our  men  had  much  rather 
the  weather  had  been  calm,  and  they 
.had  all  gone  away  to  fea.  But  they 
did  not  then  confider,  that  this  might 
probably  have  been  the  occafion  of 
their  coming  again  in  fuch  multitudes 
as  not  to  be  refitted ;  or,  at  leaft,  to 
come  fo  many  and  fo  often,  as  would 
quite  defolate  the  ifland  and  itarve 
them.  Will  Atkins,  therefore,  who, 
notwithftanding  his  wound,  kept  al- 
ways with  them,  proved  the  belt  coun- 
fellor  in  this  cafe.  His  advice  was, 
to  take  the  advantage  that  offered,  and 
clap  in  between  them  and  their  boats, 
and  fo  deprive  them  of  the  capacity  of 
ever  returning  any  more  to  plague  the 
ifland. 

Theyconfulted  long  about  this,  and 
fome^were  againft  it,  for  fear  of  mak- 
ing the  wretches  fly  into  the  woods, 
and  live  there  defperate ;  and  fo  they 
ihould  have  them  to  hunt  like  wild 
beafts,  be  afraid  to  Air  about  their  bu- 
finefs,  and  have  their  plantation  con- 
tinually rifled,  all  their  tame  goats  de- 
ftroyed, and,  in  fliort,  be  reduced  to  a 
life  of  continual  diftrefs. 

Will  Atkins  told  them,  they  had 
better  have  to  do  with  one  hundred 
men,  than  with  one  hundred  nations ; 
that  as  they  muft  deftroy  their  boats, 
fo  they  mult  deflroy  the  men,  or  be  all 
of  them  deftroyed  themfelves.  In  a 
word,  he  flievved  them  the  neceflity  of 
it  fo  plainly,  that  they  all  came  into 
it;  fo  they  went  to  work  immediately 
with  the  boats,  and,  getting  fome  dry 
wood  together  from  a  dead  tree,  they 
tried  to  let  fome  of  them  on  fire  ;  but 
they  were  fo  wet,  that  they  would 
fcarce  burn.  However,  the  fire  fo 
burned  the  upper  part,  that  it  foon 
made  them  unfit  for  fwimming  in  the 
fea  as  boats.  When  the  Indians  law 
what  they  were  about,  fome  of  them 
came  running  out  of  the  woods;  and, 
coming  as  near  as  they  could  to  our 
men,  kneeled  down  and  cried,  *  Oc.y 
*  oa>ewaramokoat"2ind  fome  other  words 
of  their  language,  which  none  of  the 
others  underltood  any  thing  of ;  but  as 
they  made  pitiful  geitures,  and  ftrange 
poifes,  it  was  eafy  to  underitand,  they 
begged  to  have  their  boats  fpared,  and 


that  they  would  be  gone,  and  never 
come  thither  again. 

But  our  men  were  now  fatisfied, 
that  they  had  no  way  to  preferve 
themfelves,  or  to  fave  their  colony,  but 
effectually  to  prevent  any  of  thefe 
people  from  ever  going  home  again  ; 
depending  upon  this,  that  if  ever  fo> 
much  as  one  of  them  got  back  into  their 
country  to  tell  the  ftory,  the  colony 
was  undone.  So  that,  letting  them 
know  that  they  mould  not  have  any 
mercy,  they  fell  to  work  with  their 
canoes,  and  deftroyed  them  every  one, 
that  the  ftorm  had  not  deftroyed  be- 
fore; at  the  fight  of  which  the  favages 
railed  a  hideous  cry  in  the  woods, 
which  our  people  heard  plain  enough  j 
after  which  they  ran  about  the  ifland 
like  diftracled  men  j  fo  that,  in  a  word, 
our  men  did  not  really  know  at  firft 
what  to  do  with  them. 

Nor  did  the  Spaniards,  with  all  their 
prudence,  confider,  that  while  they 
made  thofe  people  thus  defperate,  they 
ought  to  have  kept  good  guard  at  the 
fame  time  upon  their  plantations}  for 
though  it  is  true  they  had  driven  away 
their  cattle,  and  the  Indians  did  not 
find  their  main  retreatj  (I  mean,  my  old 
caftle  at  the  hill,  nor  the  cave  in'  the 
valley  ;)  yet  they  found  out  my  plan- 
tation at  the  bower,  and  pulled  it  all 
to  pieces,  and  all  the  fences  and  plant- 
ing about  it  j  trod  all  the  corn  under 
foot  j  tore  up  the  vines  and  grapes,  be- 
ing juft  then  almoft  ripej  and  did  our 
men  an  ineftimable  damage,  though 
to  themfelves  not  one  farthing's  worth 
of  fervice. 

Though  our  men  were  able  to  fight 
them  upon  all  occalions,  yet  they  were 
in  no  condition  to  purfue  them,  or 
hunt  them  up  and  down  }  for  as  they 
were  too  nimble  of  foot  for  our  men 
when  they  found  them  fingle,  fo  our 
men  durft  not  go  about  iingle-,  for 
fear  of  being  furrounded  with  their 
numbers.  The  beft  was,  they  had  no 
weapons  ;  for  though  they  had  bows, 
they  had  no  arrows  left,  nor  any  ma- 
terials to  make  any,  nor  had  they  any 
edged  tool  or  weapon  among  them. 

The  extremity  and  diitrels  they  were 
reduced  to  was  great,  and  indeed  de- 
plorable; but,  at  the  fame  time,  our 
men  were  alfo  brought  to  very  hard 
circumftances  by  them  ;  for  though 
their  retreats  were  preier.  ved,  yet  their 
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provifion  was  deftroyed,  and  their  har- 
veii  fpoiled  j  and  what  to  do,  or  which 
way  to  turn  themfelves,  they  knew 
not.  The  only  refuge  they  had  now, 
•was  the  (lock  of  cattle  they  had  in  the 
valley  by  the  cave,  and  Tome  little  corn 
which  grew  there.  The  three  En- 
glifiimen,  William  Atkins,  and  his 
comrades,  were  new  reduced  to  two, 
one  of  them  being  killed  by  an  arrow, 
which  ilruck  him  on  the  fide  of  his 
head,  juft  under  the  temples,  fo  that 
•he  never  fpoke  more  ;  and  it  was  very 
remarkable,  that  this  was  the  fame 
barbarous  fellow  who  cut  the  poor  fa- 
vage  flave  with  his  hatchet,  and  who 
afterwards  intended  to  have  murdered 
the  Spaniards. 

I  looked  upon  their  cafe  to  have 
been  worfe  at  this  time,  than  mine  was 
at  any  time  after  I  firft  difcovered  the 
grains  of  barley  and  rice,  and  got  in- 
to the  method  of  planting  and  raifing 
my  corn,  and  my  tame  cattle  ;  for  now 
they  had,  as  I  may  fay,  a  hundred 
wolves  upon  the  ifland,  which  would 
devour  every  thing  they  could  come  at, 
yet  could  be  very  hardly  come  at  them- 
felves. 

The  firft  thing  they  concluded,  when 
they  faw  what  their  circumftances  were, 
•was,  that  they  would,  if  pofilble,  drive 
them  up  to  the  farther  part  of  the 
ifland,  fouth-eaft,  that  if  any  more 
lavages  came  on  fhore,  they  might  not 
find  one  another  ;  then,  that  they 
would  daily  hunt  and  harafs  them, 
and  kill  as  many  of  them  as  they  could 
come  at,  till  they  had  reduced  their 
number  ;  and  if  they  could  at  laft  tame 
them,  and  bring  them  to  any  thing, 
they  would  give  them  corn,  and  teach 
them  how  to  plant,  and  live  upon  their 
daily  labour. 

In  order  to  this,  they  followed  them, 
and  fo  terrified  them  with  their  guns, 
that  in  a  few  days,  if  any  of  them  fired 
a  gnn  at  an  Indian,  if  he  did  not  hit 
him,  yet  he  would  fall  down  for  fear; 
and  fo  dreadfully  frighted  they  were, 
that  they  kept  out  of  fight  farther  and 
farther  ;  till  at  Jaft  our  men  following 
them,  and  every  day  alnWft  killing  and 
•wounding  fome  of  them,  they  kept  up 
in  the  woods  and  hollow  places  16 
much,  that  it  reduced  them  to  the  ut- 
moft  mifery  for  want  of  food  }  and 
many  were  afterwards  found  dead  in 
the  woods,  without  any  hurt,  but 
merely  ftatved  to  death. 
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When  our  men  found  this,  it  ma<fe 
their  hearts  relent,  and  pity  moved 
them  ;  efpecially  the  Spaniard  gover- 
nor, who  was  the  moll  gentleman- 
like, generous-minded  man,  that  I  ever 
met  with  in  rny  life  :  and  he  propofed, 
if  poflible,  to  take  one  of  them  alive, 
and  bring  him  to  underftand  what  they 
meant,  fo  far  as  to  be  able  to  aft  as 
interpreter,  and  to  go  among  them, 
and  fee  if  they  might  be  brought  to 
fome  conditions,  that  might  be  de- 
pended upon  to  fave  their  lives,  and 
to  do  us  no  fpoil. 

It  was  fome  time  before  any  of  them 
could  be  taken  ;  bur,  being  weak  and 
half  ftarved,  one  of  them  was  at  laft 
furprized,  and  made  a  prifoner;  he 
was  fullen  at  firft,  and  would  neither 
eat  nor  drink  j  but  findinghimfelf  kind- 
ly ufed,  and  victuals  given  him,  and 
no  violence  offered  him,  he  at  lall  grew 
tractable,  and  came  to  himfelf. 

They  brought  old  Friday  to  him, 
who  talked  often  with  him,  and  told 
him  how  kind  the  others  would  be  to 
them  all  j  that  they  would  not  only 
fave  their  lives,  but  would  give  them 
a  part  of  the  ifland  to  live  in,  provided 
they  would  give  fatisfa&ion,  that  they 
fhould  keep  in  their  own  bounds,  and 
not  come  beyond  them,  to  injure  or 
prejudice  others  j  and  that  they  mould 
have  corn  given  them,  to  plant  and 
make  it  grow  for  their  bread,  and 
fome  bread  given  them  for  their  pre- 
fent  fubfiftence  :  and  old  Friday  bade 
the  fellow  go  and  talk  with  the  reft  of 
his  countrymen,  and  fee  what  they 
faid  to  it  5  aifuring  them,  that  if  they 
did  not  agree  immediately,  they  fhould 
all  be  deltroyeU. 

The  poor  wretches, thoroughly  hum" 
bled,  and  reduced  in  number  to  about 
thirty- feven,  clofed  with  the  propofal 
at  the  firft  offer,  and  begged  to  have 
fome  food  given  them  ;  upon  which 
twelve  Spaniards  and  two  Engli(h-» 
men,  well  armed,  and  three  Indian 
iiiivos  and  old  Friday,  marched  to 
the  place  where  they  were.  The  three 
Indian  (laves  carried  them  a  large 
quantity  of  bread,  and  fome  rice  boil- 
fd  up  to  cakes,  and  dried  in  the  fun, 
and  three  live  goals;  and  they  were 
ordered  to  go  to  the  fide  of  a  hill,  where 
they  fat  down,  eat  the  provifions  very 
thankfully,  and  were  the  molt  faithhil 
fellows  to  their  words  that  could  be 
thought  of}  for,  except  when  they 
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came  to  beg  victuals  and  directions, 
they  never  came  out  of  their  bounds } 
and  there  they  lived  when  I  came  to 
the  iiland,  and  I  went  to  fee  them. 

They  had  taught  them  both  to  plant 
corn,  make  bread,  breed  tame  goats, 
and  milk  them.  They  wanted  nothing 
but  wives,  and  they  foon  would  have 
been  a  nation.  They  were  confined  to 
a  neck  of  land,  furrounded  with  high 
rocks  behind  them,  and  lying  plain 
towards  the  fea  before  them,  on  the 
fouth-eaft  corner  of  the  ifland.  They 
had  land  enough,  and  it  was  very  good 
and  fruitful  j  for  they  had  a  piece  of 
land  about  a  mile  and  half  broad,  and 
three  or  four  miles  in  length. 

Our  men  taught  them  to  make  wood- 
en fpades,  fuch  as  I  made  for  myielf  j 
and  gave  among  them  twelve  hatchets, 
and  three  or  four  knives  ;  and  there 
they  lived,  the  moft  fubjefted  inno- 
cent creatures  that  ever  were  heard  of. 

After  this,  the  colony  enjoyed.a  per- 
fect tranquillity,  with  refpe6l  to  the 
favages,  till  I  came  to  re-vifit  them, 
which  was  in  abouMwo  years.  Not 
but  that  now  and  then  fome  canoes  of 
farages  came  on  more  for  their  tri- 
umphal unnatural  feafts;  but  as  they 
were  of  feveral  nations,  and,  perhaps, 
had  never  heard  of  thofe  that  came 
before,  or  the  reafon  of  it,  they  did 
not  make  any  fearch  or  inquiry  after 
their  countrymen  j  and  if  they  had, 
it  would  have  been  very  hard  for  them 
to  have  found  them  out. 

Thus,  I  think,  I  have  given  a  full 
account  of  all  that  happened  to  them, 
to  my  return;  at  leaft,  that  was  worth 
notice.  The  Indians,  or  favages,  were 
wonderfully  civilized  by  them,  and 
they  frequently  went  among  them  j  but 
forbid,  on  pain  of  death,  any  of  the 
Indians  coming  to  them,  becaufe  they 
would  not  have  their  fettlements  be- 
trayed again. 

One  thing  was  very  remarkable;  viz. 
that  they  taught  the  favages  to  make 
wicker-work,  or  bafkets  j  but  they 
foon  out-did  their  mafters,  for  they 
made  abundance  of  moft  ingenious 
things  in  wicker-work  ;  particularly, 
all  forts  of  bafkets,  fieves,  bird-cages, 
cupboards,  Sec,  as  alfo  chairs  to  fit 
on,  ftools,  beds,  couches,  and  abun- 
dance of  other  things,  being  very  in- 
genious at  fuch  work,  when  they  were 
once  put  in  the  way  of  it. 

My  coming  was  a  particular  relief 


to  thefe  people,  becaufe  we  fiirnifhed 
them  with  knives,  fciffars,  fpades, 
fhovels,  pick -axes,  and  a!!  things  of 
that  kind  which  they  could  want. 

With  the  help  of  thcfe  tools  they 
were  fo  very  handy,  that  they  came 
at  lad  to  build  up  their  huts,  or  houfes, 
very  handfomelyj  radling,orworking  it 
up  like  baiket-work  all  the  way  round, 
which  was  a  very  extraordinary  piece 
of  ingenuity,  and  loked  very  odd  j  but 
was  an  exceeding  good  fence,  as  well 
again  ft  heat,  as  agamft  all  forts  of 
verminj  and  our  men- were  fo  taken 
with  it,  that  they  got  the  wild  farage$ 
to  come  and  do  the  like  for  them  ;  fo 
that  when  I  came  to  fee  the  two  En- 
glimmen's  colonies,  they  looked,  at 
a  diftance,  as  if  they  lived  all  like 
bees  in  a  hive  j  and  as  for  Will  At- 
kins, who  was  now  become  a  very  in- 
duftrious,  neceflary,  and  fober  fellow, 
he  had  made  himfelf  fuch  a  tent  of 
bafket-work,  as  I  believe  was  never 
feen;  it  was  one  hundred  and  twenty 
paces  round  on  the  outfide,  as  I  mea- 
fured  by  my  fteps  ;  the  walls  were  as 
cloie  worked  as  a  bafket,  in  pannels,  or 
fquares,  thirty-two  in  number,  and 
very  ftrong,  ftanding  about  feven  feet 
high  :  in  the  middle  was  another  not 
above  twenty- two-  paces  round,  but 
built  ftronger,  being  eight- fqmre  in 
it's  form,  and  in  the  eight  corners 
ftood  eight  very  ftrong  pofts,  round 
the  top  of  which  he  laid  ftrong  pieces, 
joined  together  with  wooden  pins,  from 
which  he  raifed  a  pyramid  before  the 
roof  of  eight  rafters,"  very  handfome, 
I  aflure  you,  and  joined  together  very 
well,  though  he  had  no  nails,  and 
only  a  few  iron  fpikes,  which  he  had 
made  himfelf  too,  out  of  the  old  iron 
that  I  left  there  j  and,  indeed,  this 
fellow  mewed  abundance  of  ingenuity 
in  feveral  things  which  he  had  no 
knowledge  of :  he  made  himfelf  a 
forge,  with  a  pair  of  wooden  bellows 
to  blow  the  fiie  5  he  made  himfelf  char- 
coal for  his  work,  and  he  formed  out 
of  one  of  the  iron  crows  a  middling 
good  anvil  to  hammer  upon  ;  in  this 
manner  he  made  many  things,  but 
efpecially  hooks,  ftaples  and  fpikes, 
bolts  and  hinges.  But  to  return  to 
the  houfe  ;  after  he  had  pitched  the 
roof  of  his  innermoft  tent,  he  worked 
it  up  between  the  rafters  with  bafket- 
work,  fo  firm,  and  thatched  that  over 
again  ib  ingeniouily  with  rice- lira  w, 

and 
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and  over  that  a  large  leaf  of  a  tree, 
•which  covered  the  top,  that  his  houfe 
•was  as  dry  as  if  it  had  been  tiled  or 
ilated.  Indeed,  he  owned  that  the  fa- 
•wages  made  the  bafket-work  for  him. 

The  outer  circuit  was  covered,  as  a 
lean-to,  all  round  this  inner  apart- 
ment, and  lone  rafters  lay  from  the 
thirty-two  angles  to  the  top  pofts  of 
the  inner-houfe,  being  about  twenty 
feet  diftant  j  fo  that  there  was  a  fpace 
like  a  walk,  within  the  outer  wicker- 
•wall,  and  without  the  inner,  near 
twenty  feet  wide. 

The  inner  place  he  partitioned  off 
•with  the  fame  wicker-work,  but  much 
fairer,  and  divided  it  into  fix  apart- 
ments, fo  that  he  had  fix  rooms  on  a 
iloor,  and  out  of  every  one  of  thefe 
there  was  a  door }  fiilr,  into  the  entry 
or  coming  into  the  main  tent,  and  an- 
other door  into  the  fpace  or  walk  that 
\vas  round  it  j  fo  that  this  walk  was 
alfo  divided  into  fix  equal  parts,  which 
ferved  not  only  for  a  retreat,  but  to 
ilore  up  any  necefiaries  which  the  fa- 
mily had  occafion  for.  Thefe  fix  fpaces 
not  taking  up  the  whole  circumference, 
what  other  apartments  the  outer  circle 
had,  were  thus  ordered  :  As  foon 
as  you  were  in  at  the  door  of  the 
outer  circle,  you  had  a  fliort  paffage 
ftraight  before  you  to  the  door  of  the 
inner-houfe  j  but  on  either  fide  was  a 
wicker  partition,  and  a  door  in  it,  by 
which  you  went,  fir  ft,  into  a  large 
room  or  (lore- houfe,  twenty  feet  wide, 
and  about  thirty  feet  long,  and  through 
that  into  another  not  quite  fo  long. 
So  that  in  the  outer  circle  were  ten 
handfome  rooms,  fix  of  which  were 
only  to  be  come  at  through  the  apart- 
ments of  the  inner  tent,  and  ferved  as 
clofets  or  retired  rooms  to  the  refpec- 
tive  chambers  of  the  inner  circle  j  and 
four  large  warehoufes  or  ba^ns,  or 
what  you  pleafe  to  call  them, which  went 
in  through  one  another,  two  on  either 
hand  of  the  paflage,  that  led  through 
the  outer  door  to  the  inner  tent. 

Such  a  piece  of  bafket-work,  I  be- 
lieve, was  never  feen  in  the  world}  nor 
an  houfe  or  tent  fo  neatly  contrived, 
much  lefs  fo  btilt.  In  this  great  bee-hive 
lived  the  three  families  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
Will  Atkins,  and  his  companion  ;  the 
third  was  killed,  but  his  wife  remain- 
ed with  three  children  ;  for  me  was,  it 
feems,  big  with  child  when  he  died  ; 
and  the  ether  two  were  not  at  all  back- 


ward to  give  the  widow  her  full  iliartf 
of  every  thing;  I  mean,  as  to  their 
corn,  milk,  grapes,  &c.  and  when 
they  killed  a  kid,  or  found  a  turtle  on 
the  fliore }  fb  that  they  all  lived  well 
enough,  though,  it  was  true,  they  were 
not  fo  induftrious  as  the  other  two,  as 
has  been  obferved  already. 

One  thing,  however,  cannot  be  o- 
mitted}  viz.  that  as  for  religion,  I 
don't  know  that  there  was  any  thing 
of  that  kind  among  them  $  they  pretty 
often,  indeed,  put  one  another  in  mind, 
that  there  was  a  God,  by  the  very  com- 
mon method  of  feamen,  viz.  fwearing  by 
his  name.  Nor  were  their  poor  ignorant 
favage  wives  much  the  better  for  hav- 
ing been  married  to  Chriftians,  as  we 
muft  call  them  j  for  as  they  knew  very 
little  of  God  themfelves,  fo  they  were 
utterly  incapable  of  entering  into  any 
difcourfe  with  their  wives  about  a  God, 
or  to  talk  any  thing  to  them  concerning 
religion. 

The  utmoft  of  all  the  improvement 
which  I  can  fay  the  wives  had  made  from 
them,  was,  that  they  had  taught  them 
to  fpeak  Englim  pretty  well ;  and  all  the 
children  they  had,  which  were  near 
twenty  in  all,  were  taught  to  fpeak  En- 
glifh  too,  from  their  firft  learning  ta 
ipeak,  though  they  at  nrft  fpoke  it  in  a 
very  broken  manner  like  their  mothers. 
There  were  none  of  thofe  children  above 
fix  years  old  when  I  came  thither  j  for  it 
was  not  much  above  feven  years  that  they 
had  fetched  thefe  five  favage  ladies  over, 
but  they  had  all  been  pretty  fruitful, 
for  they  had  all  children,  more  or  Ids. 
I  think  the  cook's  mate's  wife  was  big 
of  her  fixth  child }  and  the  mothers 
were  all  a  good  fort  of  well -governed, 
quiet,  laborious  women,  modeft  and  de- 
cent, helpful  to  one  another,  mighty  ob- 
fervant  and  fubjecl  to  their  malters,  (I 
cannot  call  them  hufbands)  and  want- 
ed nothing  but  to  be  well  inftructed  int 
the  Chriftian  religion,  and  to  be  legally 
married }  both  which  were  happily 
brought  about  afterwards  by  my  means, 
or,  at  leaft,  by  the  confequencc  of  my 
coming  among  them. 

Having  thus  given  an  account  of  the 
colony  in  general,  and  pretty  much  of 
my  five  runagate  Englishmen,  I  muft 
fay  fomething  of  the  Spaniards,  who 
were  the  main  body  of  the  family  }  and 
in  whofe  ftory  there  are  forae  incidents 
alfo  remarkable  enough. 

I  had  a  great  mauy  difcourfes  with 

them 
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them  about  their  circum (lances,  when 
they  were  among  the  favages.     They 
told  me  readily,  that  they  had  no  in- 
ftances  to  give  of  their  application  or 
ingenuity  in  that   country;  that  they 
were  a  poor  miferable  dejecled  handful 
of  people  j  that  if  means  had  been  put 
into  their  hands,  they  had  yet  fo  aban- 
doned them  (elves  to  defpair,  and  fo 
funk  under  the  weight  of  their  misfor- 
tunes, that  they  thought  of  nothing 
but  ftarving.     One  of  them,  a  grave 
and  very  fenfible  man,    told  me,    he 
was  convinced  they  were  in  the  wrong; 
that  it  was  not  the  part  of  wife  rrien  to 
give    up  themfelves    to   their   milery, 
but  always  to  take  hold  of  the  helps 
which  reafon  offered,  as  well  for  pre- 
Fent  fupport,  as  for  future  deliverance. 
He  told  me,  that  grief  was  the  mo(t 
fenfelefs,  infignificant  paflion   in   the 
world ;  for  that  it  regarded  only  things 
paft,  which  were  generally  impoffible 
to  be  recalled  or  to  be  remedied,  but 
had  no  view  to  things  to  come,  and 
had  no  mare  in  any  thing  that  looked 
like  deliverance,  but  rather  added  to 
the  affliction  than  propofed  a  remedy. 
And  upon  this,   he  repeated  a  Spanifh, 
proverb}  which,  though  I  cannot  re- 
peat in   juft  the  fame  words   that  he 
fpoke  it,  yet   I   remember  I   made  it 
into  an  Englifh,  proverb  of  my  own 
thus : 

In  trouble  to  be  troubled, 

Is  to  have  your  trouble  doubled. 

He  ran  on  then  in  remarks  upon  211 
the  little  improvements  I  had  made  in 
my  folitude ;  my  unwearied  application, 
as  he  called  it;  and  how  1  had  made 
a  condition,  which,  in  it's  circurti- 
ftances,  was  at  firft  much  worfe  than 
theirs,  a  thoufand  times  more  happy 
than  theirs  was,  even  now,  when 
they  were  all  together.  He  told  me, 
it  was  remarkable,  that  Englifhmfen 
had  a  greater  prefence  of  mind  in 
their  diftrefs  than  any  people  that 
ever  he  met  with  ;  that  their  unhappy 
nation,  and  the  Portugueze,  were  the 
worft  men  in  the  world  to  itruggle 
•with  misfortunes;  for  that  their  full 
Itep  in  dangers,  after  common  efforts 
are  over,  was  always  to  del  pair,  lie 
down  under  it  and  die,  without  rouzing 
their  thoughts  up  to  proper  remedies 
for  efcape. 

I  told  him,  their  cafe  and  mine  dif- 


fered exceedingly}  that  they  were  cad 
upon    the    more    without    necefTaries, 
without  fupply  of  food,  or  of  prefect 
fuftenance,  till  they  could  provide  it: 
that  it  is  true,   I  had  this  difadvan- 
tage  and  difcbmfort,  that  I  was  alone; 
but  then  the  fupplies  I  had  providen- 
tially thrown  into  my  hands,  by  the 
unexpected  driving  of  the  fliip  on  more, 
was  fiich  a  help  as  would  have  encou- 
raged  any  creature    in  the  world   to 
have  applied  himfelf  as  I  had  done. 
Seignior,'  fays  the  Spaniard,  *  had 
we  poor  Spaniards  been  in  your  cafe, 
\vs  fliould    never   have  gotten   half 
thofe  things  out  of  the  fnip  as  you 
did.      Nay,'   fays  he,  «  we  mould 
never   have    found   means    to    have 
gotten  a  raft  to  carry  them,  or  to> 
have  gotten  a  raft  on  more  without 
boat  or  fail ;    and  how   much   lefs 
mould  we  have  done,1  faid  he,  '  if 
any  of  \is  had  been  alone!'     Well^ 
Ideured  him  to  abate  his  compliment, 
and  go  on  with  the  hiftory  of  their 
coming  on  more,  where  they  landed. 
He  told  me,   they  unhappily  landed  at 
a  place  where  there  were  people  with- 
out provifions ;  whereas,  had  they  had 
the  common  fcnfe  to  have  put  off  to> 
fea  again,  and  gone  to  another  ifland 
a  little  farther,  they  had  found  provi- 
lions,   though  without  people ;    there 
being  an  ifland  that  way,  as  they  had 
been  told,  where  there  were  pro'vi(ions; 
though  no  people;  that  is  to  fay,  that 
the    Spaniards  of  Trinidad  had  fre- 
quently been  there,  and  filled  the  ifland 
with  goats  and  hogs  at  feveral  times  5 
where  they  have  bred  in  fuch  multi- 
tudes, and  where  turtle  and  fea- fowls 
were  in   fuch  plenty,  that  they  could 
have  been  in  no  want  of  flem,  though 
they   had    found   no  bread;    whereas 
here  they  were  dn!y  fuftained  with  a 
few  roots  and  herbs,  which  they  un- 
deritood  not,  and  which  had  no  fub- 
ftance  in  them,  and  which  the  inhabi- 
tants gave  them  fparingly  enough,  and 
who  could  treat  them  no  better,  unlefs 
they  would   turn"    canibals,    and    eat 
men's  flefh,  which  was  the  great  dainty 
of  their  country. 

They  gave  me  an  account  how  many 
ways  they  ftro?e  td  civilize  the  ra- 
vages they  were  with,  and  to  teacht 
them  rational  cuftoms  in  the  ordinas^ 
way  of  living,  but  in  vain;  and  ho\v 
they  retorted  it  upon  them  as  unjuftj 
that  they,  who  came  thither  for  alfilt- 
C  c  snea 
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ance  and  fupporf,  fliould  attempt  to 
fet  up  for  indruclors  of  thofe  that  gave 
them  bread;  intimating,  it  Items,  that 
none  ftiould  let  up  for  indructors  of 
others,  but  tholt  who  could  live  with- 
out them. 

They  gave  me  di final  accounts  of 
the  extremities  they  were  driven  to  ; 
how  foaietimes  they  were  many  days 
without  any  food  at  all;  the  ifland 
they  were  upon  being  inhabited  by  a 
fort  of  favages  that  lived  more  indo- 
lent, and,  for  that  reafon,  were  lefs 
i'upplied  with  the  necefTaries  of  life, 
than  they  had  reafon  to  believe  others 
were  in  the  fame  part  of  the  world  j 
and  yet  they  found,  that  thefe  favages 
were  lefs  ravenous  and  voracious  than 
thofe  who  had  better  fupplies  of  food. 

Allb  they  added,  that  they  could 
not  but  fee  with  what  demonftrations 
of  wifdom  and  goodnefs  the  govern- 
ing providence  of  God  dire6ls  the 
event  of  things  in  the  world  j  which, 
they  faid,  appeared  in  their  circum- 
ftances;  for  if,  preffed  by  the  hard- 
fhips  they  were  under,  and  the  barren - 
nefs  of  the  country  where  they  were, 
they  had  fearched  after  a  better  place 
to  live  in,  they  had  been  out  of  the 
way  of  the  rehef-that  happened  to  them 
by  my  means. 

Then  they  gave  me  an  account, 
how  the  favages,  whom  they  lived 
among,  expefled  them  to  go'  out  with 
them  into  their  wars.  And  it  was 
true,  that,  as  they  had  fire  arms  with 
them,  had  they  not  had  the  difafter  to 
lofe  their  ammunition,  they  fliould 
not  have  been  ferviceable  only  to 
their  friends,  but  have  made  tliem- 
felves  terrible  both  to  friends  and  ene- 
mies j  but  being  without  powder  and 
fhot,  and  yet  in  a  condition  tha-t  they 
could  not  in  reafon  deny  to  go  out  with 
their  landlords  to  their  wars,  when 
they  came  in  the  field  of  battle,  they 
were  in  a  worfe  condition  than  the  fa- 
vages themfelves  j  for  they  neither 
had  bows  nor  arrows,  nor  could  they 
life  thofe  the  favages  gave  them  ;  fo 
that  they  could  do  nothing  but  (land 
flill,  and  be  wounded  with  arrows, 
till  they  came  up  to  the  teeth  of  their 
enemy;  and  then,  indeed,  the  three 
halberts  they  had,  were  of  tife  to  them, 
and  they  would  often  drive  a  whole 
little  army  Ix-fure  them,  with  thofe 
halberts  an  i  (ticks  put  into 

the  muzzles  ot  their  mufqucts  ;  but 


that,  for  all  this,  they  were  fome- 
times  furrounded  with  multitudes,  and 
in  great  danger  from  their  arrows  j 
till  at  lad  they  found  the  way  to  make 
themfelves  large  targets  of  wood,  which 
they  covered  with  (kins  of  wild  beads, 
whofe  names  they  knew  not ;  and 
thefe  covered  them  from  the  arrows  of 
the  favages.  That,  notwithstanding 
thefe,  they  were  fometimes  in  great 
danger,  and  were  once  five  of  them 
knocked  down  together,  with  the  clubs 
of  the  favages,  which  was  the  time 
when  one  of  them  was  taken  prifoner; 
that  is  to  fay,  the  Spaniard,  whom  I 
had  relieved.  That  at  firtt  they  thought 
he  had  been  killed,  but  when  after- 
wards they  heard  he  was  taken  pri- 
foner, they  were  under  the  greated 
giief  imaginable,  and  would  willingly 
have  all  ventured  their  lives  to  have 
refcued  him. 

They  told  me,  that  when  they  were 
fo  knocked  down,  the  reft  of  their 
company  refcued  them,  and  flood  over 
them,  fighting  till  they  were  com*  to 
themfelves,  all  but  he,  who  they 
thought  had  been  dead;  and  then  thej 
made  their  way  with  their  halberts  and 
pieces,  Handing  clofe  together  in  a 
line,  through  about  a  body  of  above 
a  thoufand  favages,  beating  down  all 
that  came  in  their  way,  got  the  victory 
over  their  enemies,  but  to  their  great 
furrow,  becaufe  it  was  with  the  lofs 
of  their  friend,  whom  the  other  party, 
finding  him  alive,  carried  off  with  fome 
others,  as  I  gave  an  account  in  my 
former. 

They  defcribed  mod  affectionately, 
how  they  were  furpiized  with  joy  at 
the  return  of  their  friend  and  compa- 
nion in  milery,  who  they  thought  had 
been  devoured  by  wild  beads  of  the 
word  kind,  viz.  by  wild  men  ;  and 
yet,  how  more  and  more  they  were  fur- 
prized  with  the  account  he  gave  them 
of  his  errand,  and  that  there  was  a 
Chriitian  in  any  place  near,  much 
more  one  that  was  able,  and  had  hu- 
manity enough  to  contribute  to  their 
deliverance. 

They  defcribed  how  they  were  afto- 

niflied  at  the  light  of  the  relief  I  lent 

them,  and  at  the  appearance  of  loaves 

of   bread,    things   they  had    not   feen 

lincc   their  coming   to   that    milerable 

place;   how  <;ficn   they  croffed  it,  and 

blt-fll-d  :d  fcnt  from  heaven; 

,  ;ng  cordial  it  was  to 
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their,  fpirits  to  tafte  it;  as  alfo,  of  the 
other  things  I  had  lent  for  their  fupply. 
And,  after  all,  they  would  have  told  me 
fomethingof  the  joy  they  were  in,  at  the 
light  of  a  boat  and  pilots  to  carry  them 
away  to  the  perfon  and  place  from 
whence  all  thefe  new  comforts  came; 
but  they  told  me  it  was  impoflible  to 
exprefs  it  by  words  ;  for  their  excef- 
live  joy  naturally  driving  them  to  un- 
becoming extravagancies,  they  had  no 
way  to  defcribe  them,  but  by  telling 
me,  that  they  bordered  upon  lunacy, 
having  no  way  to  give  vent  to  their 
paflion  fuitable  to  the  fenfe  that  was 
upon  them  ;  that  in  fome  it  work- 
ed one  way,  and  in  fome  another; 
and  that  fome  of  them,  through  a  fur- 
prize  of  joy,  would  burft  out  into  tears, 
others  be  half  mad,  and  others  imme- 
diately faint.  This  difcourfe  extreme- 
ly affected  me,  and  called  to  my  mind 
Friday's  extafy  when  he  met  his  fa- 
ther, and  the  poor  people's  extafy 
when  I  took  them  up  at  fea  after  their 
mipwas  on  fire;  the  mate  of  the  fhip's 
joy,  when  he  found  himfelf  delivered 
in  the  place  where  he  expected  to  pe- 
rifh;  and  my  own  joy,  when,  after 
twenty-eight  years  captivity,  I  found 
a  good  Ihip  ready  to  carry  me  to  my 
own  country.  All  thefe  things  made 
me  more  fenfible  of  the  relation  of 
thefe  poor  men,  and  more  affected 
with  it. 

Having  thus  given  a  view  of  the 
ftate  of  things,  as  I  found  them,  I 
mud  relate  the  heads  of  what  I  did 
for  thefe  people,  and  the  condition  in 
which  I  left  them.  It  was  their  opi- 
nion, and  mine  too,  that  they  would 
be  troubled  no  more  with  the  favages  j 
or  that,  if  they  were,  they  would  be 
able  to  cut  them  off,  if  they  were 
twice  as  many  as  before ;  fo  that  they 
had  no  concern  about  that.  Then  I 
entered  into  a  ferious  difcourfe  with 
the  Spaniard,  whom  I  called  governor, 
about  their  ftay  in  the  ifland  ;  for,  as  I 
was,  not  come  to  carry  any  of  them  off, 
fo  it  would  not  be  juft  to  carry  off  fome, 
and  leave  others,  who,  perhaps,  would 
be  unwilling  to  ftay,  if  their  ftrength 
was  diminished. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  told  them,  I 
came  to  ertabliui  them  there,  not  to  re- 
move them  ;  and  then  I  let  them  know, 
that  I  had  brought  with  me  relief  of 
fun  dry  kinds  for  them  ;  that  I  had 
been  at  a  great  charge  to  fupply  them 
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with  all  things  neceflury,  as  well  for 
their  convenience  as  their  defence  ;  and 
that  I  had  fuch  and  fiich  particular 
perfons  with  me,  as  well  to  increafe 
and  recruit  their  number,  as  by  the 
particu  I  arnecefTary  employments  which 
they  were  bred  to,  being  artificers,  to 
aflift  them  in  thofe  things,  in  which, 
at  prefenr,  they  were  to  leek. 

They  were  all  together  when  I  talk- 
ed thus  to  them  ;  and  before  I  deliver- 
ed to  them  the  ftores  I  had  brought,  I 
alked  them,  one  by  one,  if  they  had; 
entirely  forgot  and  buried  the  fii  it  ani- 
mofities  that  had  been  among  them, 
and  could  make  hands  with  one  an- 
other, and  engage  in  a  (trict  friend- 
fhip  and  union  of  intereft,  fo  that  there 
might  be  no  more  mifunderftandings- 
or  jealoufies. 

William  Atkins,  with  abundance 
of  franknefs  and  good-humour,  faid, 
they  had  met  with  afflictions  enougli 
to  make  them  all  fober,  and  enemies 
enough  to  make  them  all  friends  ;  that, 
for  his  part,  he  would  live  and  die  with 
them  ;  and  was  fo  far  from  designing 
any  thing  againft  the  Spaniards,  that 
he  owned  they  had  done  nothing  to' 
him  but  what  his  own  bad  humour 
made  neceflary,  and  what  he  would 
have  done,  and  perhaps  much  worfe, 
in  their  cafe;  and  that  he  would  aflc 
them  pardon,  if  I  deli  red  it,  for  the 
foolifli  and  brutim.  things  he  had  done 
to  them  ;  and  was  very  willing  and 
defirous  of  living  in  terms  of  entire 
friendmip  and  union  with  them,  and" 
would  do  any  thing  that  lay  in  his 
power  to  convince  them  of  it :  and  as 
for  going  to  England,  he  cared  not  if 
he  did  not  go  thither  thefe  twenty  years. 

The  Spaniards  laid  they  had  in- 
deed, at  firft,  difarmed  and  excluded 
William  Atkins  and  his  two  coun- 
trymen, for  their  ill  conduct,  as  they 
had  let  me  know ;  and  they  appealed 
to  me,  for  the  neceflity  they  were  un- 
der to  do  fo;  but  that  William  At- 
kins had  behaved  himfelf  fo  bravely  in, 
the  great  fight  they  had  with  the  fa- 
vages,  and  on  feveral  occafions  fmce, 
and  had  (hewed  himfelf  fo  faithful  too, 
and  concerned  for  the  general  interelt -t 
of  them  all,  that  they  had  forgotten: 
all  that  was  paft,  and  thought  he  me- 
rited as  much  to  be  trufted  with  arms,- 
and  fupplied  with  necelfaries,  as  any 
of  them  ;  and  that  they  had  teftifted 
their  fatisfa&ion  in  him,  by  commit- 
C  c  %  ting 
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ting  the  command  to  him,  nex.t  to  the 
governor  himfelf  5  and  as  they  had  an 
entire  confidence  in  him,  and  all  his 
countrymen^  fo  they  acknowledged 
they  had  merited  that  confidence,  by 
all  the  methods  that  honed  men  could 
merit  to  be  valued  and  truded ;  and 
they  moil  heartily  embraced  the  occa- 
fion  of  giving  me  this  affurance,  that 
they  would  never  have  any  intered  fe- 
parate  from  one  another. 

Upon  thefe  frank  and  open  decla- 
rations of  friendship,  we  appointed 
the  next  day  to  dine  all.  together  ; 
and  indeed  we  mad,e  a  fplendid  fealt. 
I  cauled  the  fhip's  cook  and  his  mate 
to  come  on  fliore  and  drefs  'our  din- 
ijer ;  and  the  old  cook's  mate  we  had 
on  fliore  adifted.  We  brought  on  Uiore 
lix  pieces  of  good  beef,  and  four  pieces 
of  pork,  out  of  the  Ijiip's  provifion, 
•with  our  punch-bowl,  and  materials 
to  fill  it  ;  and,  in  particular,  I  gave 
them  ten  bottles  of  French  claret,  and 
ten  bottles  of  Englifh  beer  j  tilings 
that  neither  the  Spaniards  or  the  En- 
gliflimen  had  tatted  for  many  years, 
and  which  it  may  be  iuppofed  they 
were  exceeding  glad  of. 

The  Spaniards  added  to  our  feaft 
£ve  whole  kids,  which  the  cooks  roaft- 
ed  ;  and  three  of  them  were  lent,  co- 
vered up  clofe,  on  board  our  fhip,  to 
the  feamen,  that  they  might  feail  on 
frelh  meat  from  on  more,  as  we  did 
with  their  fait  meat  from  on  board. 

After  this  feaft,  at  which  we  were 
very  innocently  merry,  I  brought  out 
my  cargo  of  goods,  wherein,  that  there 
might  be  no  difpute  about  dividing,  I 
fhewed  them  there  was  fufficient  for 
them  all  ;  and  defired,  that  they  might 
ali  take  an  equal  quantity  of  the  goods 
that  were  for  wearing  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
equal  when  made  up.  As  fird,  I  di- 
ftributed  linen  fufficient  to  make  every 
one  of  them  four  fmrts  j  and,  at  the 
Spaniard's  requelf,  afterwards  made 
them  up  fix  ;  thefe  were  exceeding  com- 
fortable to  them,  having  been  what, 
as  I  may  fay,  they  had  long  lince  for- 
got the  ufe  of,  or  what  it  was  to  wear 
them. 

1  allotted  the  thin  English  fluffs, 
which  I  mentioned  before,  to  make 
every  one  a  light  coat  like  a  frock, 
•which  I  judged  fitted  for  the  heat  of 
the  feafon,  cool  and  loofe  j  and  or- 
dered, that  whenever  th?y  tittayul, 


they  fhould  make  more,  as  they  thought 
fit  :  the  like  for  pumps,  flioes,  dock- 
ings, and  hats,  &c. 

I  cannotexprefs  what  pleafure,  what 
fatisfaclion,  fat  upon  the  countenance^ 
of  all  thefe  poor  men,  when  they  faw 
the  care  I  had  taken  of  them,  and  how 
well  I  had  furnifhed  them.  They  told 
me,  I  was  a  father  to  them  ;  and  that, 
having  fuch  a  correfpondent  as  I  was, 
in  fo  remote  a  part  of  the  world,  it 
would  make  them  forget  that  they 
were  left  in  a  defolate  place  :  and  they 
all  voluntarily  engaged  to  me,  not  to 
leave  the  place  without  my  confent. 

Then  I  prefented  to  them  the  people 
I  had  brought  with  me  j  particularly 
the  taylor,  the  fmith,  and  the  two 
carpenters,  all  of  them  mod  necefiary 
people;  but,  above  all,  my  general 
artificer,  than  whom  they  could  not 
name  any  thing  that  was  more  needful 
to  them.  And  the  taylor,  to  fhew  his 
concern  for  them,  went  to  work  im- 
mediately, and,  with  rny  leave,  made 
them  every  one  a  fhirt  the  fird  thing 
he  did  ;  and,  which  was  dill  more, 
he  taught  the  women  not  only  how  to 
few  and  ditch,  and  ufe  the  needle,  bu* 
made  them  aifid  to  make  the  fhirts  for 
their  hufbands,  and  for  nil  the  red. 

As  to  the  carpenters,  I  fcarce  need 
mention  how  ufeful  they  were,  for 
they  took  in  pieces  all  my  clumfy  un- 
handy things,  and  made  them  clever 
cpnvenient  tables,  ftools,  beddeads, 
cupboards,  lockers,  fhelves,  and  every 
thing  they  wanted  of  that  kind. 

But,  to  let  them  fee  how  nature 
made  artificers  at  fird,  I  carried  the 
carpenters  to  fee  William  Atkins's 
bafket-houfe,  as  I  called  it  j  and  they 
both  owned,  they  never  faw  an  in- 
d.ince  of  fuch  natural  ingenuity  be- 
fore ;  nor  any  thing.fo  regular,  and  fo 
handily  built,  at  lead  of  it's  kind  : 
and  one  of  thtm,  when  he  faw  it,  after 
muling  a  good  while,  turning  about 
to  me,  «  I  am  lure,'  fays  he,  *  that 

*  man    has  no   need  of  us  ;   you  need 

*  do  nothing  but  give  him  tools.' 
Then   I    brought  them  out  all  my 

dore  of  tools, -and  gave  every  man  a 
digging- fpade,  a  fhovel,  and  a  rake, 
for  we  had  no  harrows  or  ploughs  ; 
and,  to  every  leparate  place,  a  pick- 
ax, a  crow,  a  broad-ax,  and  a  law  : 
always  appointing,  that  ns  or 
any  were  broken,  or  worn  out,  tiny 
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fhould  be  fuppliec!,  without  grudging, 
out  of  the  general  {tores  that  1  left 
behind. 

Nails,  ftaples,  hinges,  hammers, 
chiflels,  knives,  fcifi'ars,  and  all  ibrts 
of  tools  and  iron-work,  they  had 
without  tale,  as  they  required  ;  for  no 
man  would  care  to  fake  more  than 
they  wanted;  and  he  muft  be  a  fool 
that  would  watte  or  i'poif  them  on  any 
account  whatever  :  and,  for  the  uie 
of  the  fmith,  I  left  two  tons  of  un- 
wrought  iron  for  a  fupply. 

My  magazine  of  powder  and  arms, 
which  I  brought  them,  was  fucli,  even 
to  profufion,  that  they  could  not  but 
rejoice  at  them  i  for  now  they  could 
march,  as  I  ufed  to  do,  with  a  muf- 
quet  upon  each  flioulderj  if  there  was 
occafion  j  and  were  able  to  fight  a 
thoufand  favages,  if  they  had  but  ibme 
little  advantages  of  fituation  ;  which 
alfo  they  could  not  mil's  of,  if  they 
had  occaiion. 

I  carried  on  fliore  with  me  the  young 
man,  whofe  mother  was  ftarved  to 
death,  and  the  maid  alfo.  She  was  a 
fober,  well-educated,  religious  young 
woman  ;  and  behaved  fo  inoffen lively, 
that  every  one  gave  her  a  good  word. 
She  had,  indeed,  an  unhappy  life  with 
us,  there  being  no  woman  in  the  fliip 
but  herfelf ;  but  fhe  bore  it  with  pa- 
tience. After  a  while,  feeing  things 
ib  well  ordered,  and  in  fo  fine  a  way 
of  thriving  upon  my  ifland  ;  and  con- 
lidering  they  had  neither  buiinefs  nor 
acquaintance  in  the  Eall-Indies,  or 
realbn  for  taking  fo  long  a  voyage  ; 
J  fay,  confidering  all  this,  both  of 
them  came  to  me,  and  deiired  I  would 
give  them  leave  to  remain  on  the  ifland, 
and  be  entered  among  my  family,  as 
they  called  it. 

I  agreed  to  it  readily  ;  and  they  had 
a  little  plot  of  ground  allotted  to  them, 
where  they  had  three  tents  or  houfes 
fet  up,  furrounded  with  a  bafket-work, 
pallii'adoed  like  Atkins's,  and  adjoin- 
ing to  his  plantation  :  their  tents  were 
contrived  ib,  that  they  had  each  of 
them  a  room  apart  to  lodge  in,  and  a 
middle  tent,  like  a  great  ilore-houie, 
to  lay  all  their  goods  in,  and  to  eat 
and  drink  in.  And  now  the  oilier  two 
Englishmen  removed  their  habitation 
to  the  fame  place ;  and  ib  the  ifland 
was  divided  into  three  colonies,  and 
no  more  -3  viz.  the  Spaniards  with  old 


Friday,  and  the  firft  fervants,  at  my 
old  habitation  under  the  hill ;  which 
was,  in  a  word,  the  capital  city;  and 
where  they  had  fo  enlarged  and  ex- 
tended their  works,  as  well  under,  as 
on  the  outfide  of  the  hill,  that  they 
lived,  though  peifeftly  concealed,  yet 
full  at  large.  Never  was  there  fuch  a 
little  city  in  a  wood,  and  ib  hit!,  I 
believe,  in  any  part  of  the  world  :  for, 
I  verily  believe,  a  thouiand  men  might 
have  ranged  the  ifland  a  month,  and, 
if  they  had  not  known  there  was  fuch 
a  thing,  and  looked  on  purpofe  for  it, 
they  would  not  have  found  it;  for  the 
trees  flood  fo  thick  and  fo  clofe,  and 
grew  ib  faft  matted  into  one  another, 
that  nothing  but  cutting  them  down 
firft  could  dilcover  the  place;  except  the 
two  narrow  entrances  where  they  went 
in  and  out  could  be  found,  which  was 
not  very  eafy.  One  of  them  was  jult 
down  at  the  water's  ed^e,  on  the  fide  of 
the  creek  ;  and  it  was  afterwards  above 
two  hundred  yards  to  the  place;  and  the 
other  was  up  the  ladder  at  twice,  as  I 
have  already  formerly  defcribed  it ; 
and  they  had  a  large  wood,  thick 
planted  alfo,  on  the  top  of  the  hill, 
which  contained  above  an  acre,  which 
grew  apace,  ar.d  covcied  the  place 
from  all  difcovery  there,  with  only  one 
narrow  place  between  two  trees,  not 
eafy  to  be  difcoveied,  to  enter  on  that 
fide. 

The  other  colony  was  that  of  Will 
Atkins's,  where  there  were  four  fami- 
lies of  Englifhmen;  I  mean,thofe  I  had 
left  there  with  their  wives  and  chil- 
,dren;  three  favages  that  were  ilaves ; 
the  widow  and  children  of  the  En- 
glifhman  that  was  killed  ;  the  young 
man  and  the  maid  ;  and,  "by  the  way, 
we  made  a  wife  of  her  alfo,  before  we 
went  away :  there  were  alfo  the  two 
carpenters  and  the  tayior,who  I  brought 
with  me  for  them;  alfo  the  fmith, 
who  was  a  very  neceffury  man  to  them, 
efpecially  as  a  gunfmith,  to  take  care 
of  their  arms;  and  my  other  man, 
whom  I  called  Jack  of  all  Trades, 
who  was  himlelt  as  good  almoft,  as 
twenty  men,  for  he  was  not  only  a 
very  ingenious  fellow,  but  a  very  mer- 
ry fellow;  and,  before  I  went  away, 
we  married  him  to  the  honeit  maid 
that  came  with  the  youth  in  the  ihip 
whom  I  mentioned  before. 

And  now  I  fpeak  of  marrying,  it 
brings 
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brings  me  naturally  to  fay  fomething 
of  the  French  ecclefiaftick  that  I  had 
brought  with  me  out  of  the  fliip's 
crew  whom  I  took  at  lea.  It  is  true, 
this  man  was  a  Roman  ;  and,  perhaps, 
it  may  give  offence  to  iome  hereafter, 
if  I  leave  any  thing  extraordinary  up- 
on record  of  a  man  whom,  before  I 
begin,  I  muft  (to  let  him  out  in  juil 
colours)  reprefent  in  terms  very  much 
to  his  Mifadvantage  in  the  account  of 
Proteftants  :  as  Brft,  that  he  was  a 
Papiftj  fecondly,  apopifli  prieft;  and, 
thirdly,  a  French  popifh  prieft. 

But  juftice  demands  of  me  to  give 
him  a  due  character}  and  I  muft  (ay, 
he  was  a  grave,  fober,  pious,  and  molt 
religious  peribn  ;  exact  in  his  life,  ex- 
teniive  in  his  charity,  and  exemplary 
in  almoft  every  thing  he  did.  What 
then  can  any  one  fay  againll  my  be- 
ing very  fentible  of  the  value  cf  fuch 
a  man,  notwithstanding  his  profeflion? 
though  it  may  be  my  opinion,  per- 
haps, as  well  as  the  opinion  cf  others, 
who  (hall  read  this,  that  he  was  mil- 
taken. 

The  firft  hour  that  I  began  to  ccn- 
verfe  with  him,  after  he  had  agreed  to 
go  with  me  to  the  Eart- Indies,  If  on  ad 
reafon  to  delight  exceedingly  in  his 
converfation  :  and  he  fir  It  began  with 
me  about  religion,  in  the  molt  oblig- 
ing manner  imaginable. 

'  Sir,'  fays  he,  *  you  have  not  only, 
'  under  God,'  (and  at  that  he  crofted 
his  breafr)  '  iaved  my  life,  but  you 
have  admitted  me  to  go  this  voyage 
in  your  fhipj  and,  by  your  obliging 
civility,  have  taken  me  into  your 
family,  giving  me  an  opportunity  of 
free  converfation.  Now,  Sir,'  fays  he, 
you  fee  by  my  habit,  what  my  pro- 
feflion  is  j  and  I  gucfs  by  your  na- 
tirn,  what  yours  is.  I  may  think 
it  ;s  r.w  d'ltv,  and,  doubtjeftj  it  is 
io,  to  ufr  my  utmo!t  endeavours,  on 
all  occafiom,  to  bring  all  the  fouls 
that  I  C.IM  so  the  knowledge  of  thi 
,  and  to  tmbince  ti.c  Catholick 
do6trinej  but,  as  1  *m  here  ur.der 
your  permifTion,  and  in  your  family, 
i  am  bound  in  juitis.e  to  your  kind- 
nefs,  as  well  as  in  decency  and  good 
manners,  .  ter  you  »vern- 

mentj     a:  .'hall     n.>t, 

without  •-  )    into   any 

de'iKr  oint-i  of  relijnon    in 

mav    luit    pgr.. 


I  told  him  his  carriage  wasfomodeft, 
that  I  could  not  but  acknowledge  itj 
that  it  was  true  we  were  fuch  peo- 
ple as  they  called  hereticks  ;  bu 
he  was  not  the  Hilt  Catholick  that  I 
had  converted  with,  without  falling 
into  any  inconveniences,  or  carrying 
the  questions  to  any  height  in  d> 
that  he  mould  not  find  himfelf  the 
worfe  ufed  for  being  of  a  different 
opinion  from  us  j  and  if  we  did  not 
converfe  without  any  dillike  on  either 
fide,  upon  that  (core,  it  would  be  his 
fault,  not  ours. 

He  replied,  that  he  thought  our 
converfation  might  be  eafily  feparatcd 
from  difputes  ;  that  it  was  not  his  bu- 
finei's  to  cap  principles  wi>h  every  man 
he  difcourfcd  with  ;  and  that  he  ra- 
ther defired  me  to  converfe  with  him 
as  a  gentleman  than  as  rcllguux^  that 
if  I  would  give  him  leave  at  any  time 
to  difcourfe  upon  religious  fubjecls, 
he  would  readily  comply  with  it  ;  and 
that  then  he  did  not  doubt  but  I  would 
allow  him  alfo  to  defend  his  own  opi- 
nions as  well  as  he  could  ;  but  that, 
without  my  leave,  he  would  not  break 
in  upon  me  with  any  fuch  thing. 

He  told  me  farther,  that  he  would 
not  ceafe  to  do  all  that  became  him  in 
his  office  as  a  prielt,  as  well  as  a  pri- 
vate Chriu'ian,  to  procure  the  good  of 
the  Ihip,  and  the  fafety  of  all  that  was 
in  her  j  and  though,  perhaps,  we  would 
not  join  with  him,  and  he  could  not 
pray  with  us,  he  hoped  he  might  pray 
for  us,  which  he  would  do  upon  all 
occafions.  In  this  manner  we  converf- 
ed  ;  and  as  he  was. of  a  molt  obliging 
gentleman-like  behaviour,  fo  he  was, 
if  I  may  be  allowed  to  lay  fp,  a  man 
of  good  fenfe,  arfcl,  as  I  bclie\c,  of 
great  learning. 

He  gave  me  a  moft  diverting  account 
of  his  life,  and  of  the.  many  extraor- 
dinary events  of  itj  of  many  adven- 
tures which  had  bej'allm  him  in  the 
ars  that  he  had  been  abroad  in 
the  world,  and  ;  y  this  was 

very  remarkable  ;  viz.  That  during  the 
voyage  he  was  now  cr.^agf d  in,  he  had 
the  misfortune  to  be  rU i:  times  fl 
and  uniliipped,  and  i.  to  the 

place  whither  any  of  the  (hips  he  was 

t-  at  lirlt  d( 
intent  was  to  h 

and    that  he    w  a    fhiji 

bound  thither  at  Si.  MaWs  ;  but  be- 
ing forced  info  ' 
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the  mip  received  fome  damage,  by 
running  aground  in  the  mouth  of  the 
River  Tagus,  and  was  obliged  to  un- 
load her  cargo  there:  that  finding  a 
Portugueze  fhip  there  bound  to  the 
Madeiras,  and  ready  to  fail,  and  fup- 
poling  he  mould  eafily  meet  with  a 
veflel  there  bound,  to  Martinico,  he 
went  on  board  in  order  to  fail  to  the 
Madeiras  ;  but  the  ma(ter  of  the  Por- 
tugueze fhip,  being  but  an  indifferent 
mariner,  had  been  out  in  his  reckon- 
ing, and  they  drove  to  Fial  j  where, 
however,  he  happened  to  rind  a  very 
good  market  for  his  cargo,  which  was 
corn,  and  therefore  reiblved  not  to 
go  to  the  Madeiras,  but  to  load  fait  at 
the  Ifle  of  May,  to  go  away  to  New- 
foundland. He  had  no  remedy  in  this 
exigence  but  to  go  with  the  fhip ;  and 
had  a  pretty  good  voyage  as  far  as 
the  Banks,  (fo  they  call  the  place  where 
they  catch  the  fifti)  where  meeting  with 
a  French  fhip  bound  from  France  to 
Quebec,  in  the  River  of  Canada,  and 
from  thence  to  Marti nieo,  to  carry 
provifions,  he  thought  he  mould  have 
an  opportunity  to  compleat  his  firft 
defign  ;  but  when  he  came  to  Quebec, 
the  matter  of  the  fliip  died,  and  the 
Ihip  proceeded  no  farther :  fo  the  next 
voyage  he  fln'pped  himfelf  for  France 
in  the  fhip  that  was  burnt,  when  we 
took  them  up  at  fea,  and  then  fhipped 
himfelf  with  us  for  theEall-Indies,  as 
I  have  already  faid.  Thus  he  had 
been  difappointed  in  five  voyages,  all, 
as  I  may  call  it,  in  one  voyage,  be- 
fides  what  I  mall  have  occafion  to  men- 
tion farther  of  the  fame  perfon. 

But  I  fhall  not  make  digreflions 
into  other  men's  {lories,  which  have  no 
relation  to  my  own.  I  return  to  what 
concerns  our  affairs  in  the  ifland.  He 
came  to  me^ne  morning,  for  he  lodg- 
ed among  us  all  the  w'hile  we  were 
upon  the  ifland,  and  it  happened  to  be 
jujft  when  I  was  going  to  vifit  the  En- 
glifhmen's  colony  at  the  fartheft  part 
of  the  ifland  j  I  fay,  he  came  to  me, 
and  told  me,  \vith  a  very  grave  coun- 
tenance, that  he  had  for  two  or  three 
days  defired  an  opportunity  of  fome 
difcourfe  with  me,  which,  he  hoped, 
would  not  be  difpleanng  to  me,  be- 
caufe  he  thought  it  might,  in  fome 
rneafure,  correspond  with  my  general 
defign,  which  was  the  profperity  of 
my  new  colony  j  and,  perhaps,  might 
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put  it,  at  leaft  more  than  he  yet  thought 
it  was,  in  the  way  of  God's  blefllng. 

I.  looked   a   little  furprized    at   ths 
lall  part  of  his  dJfcourfc  j  and  turning 
a  little  fliort,  «  How,  Sir,'  laid  I,  *  can 
it  be  faid  that  we  are  not  in  the  way 
of  God's  blefTing,  after  fuch  vifible 
afllilances   and   wonderful     deliver- 
ances as  we  have  feen  here,  and  of 
which  I  have  given  you  a  large  ac- 
count ?' 

1  If  you  had  pleafed,  Sir,'  faid  he, 
with  a  world  of  modefty,  and  yet  with 
great  readinefs,  *  to  have    heard  me, 
you  would  have  found  no  room  to 
have   been    difpleafed,  much   lefs  to 
think  fo  hard  of  me,  that  I  fliould 
fuggeft  that  you  have  not  had  won- 
derful affirtances  and  deliverances : 
and,  I  hope,  on  your  behalf,    that 
you  are  in  the  way  of  God's  blef- 
iing,  and   your  defign  is  exceeding 
good,  and-will  profper.     But,  Sir,1 
laid  he,  «  though  it  were  more  fo  than 
is  even  poflible  to  you,  yet  there  may- 
be  fome   among   you   that   are   not 
equally  right  in  their  actions  :  and 
you  know,  that  in  the  ftory  of  lirael, 
one  Achan,  in  the  camp,  removed 
God's  blefling  from  them,  and  turn- 
ed his   hand  fo  againft  them,  that 
thirty-fix  of  them,  though  not  con- 
cerned in  the  crime,  were  the  ob- 
je6ls  of  Divine  Vengeance,  and  bore 
the  weight  of  that  punifhment/ 
I  was  ienfibly  touched  with  this  dif- 
courfe, and  tpld  him  his  inference  was 
fo  juft,  and  the  whole  defign  feemed  fo 
fincere,  and   was  really  fo  religious  in 
it's  own  nature,  that  I  was  forry  I  had 
interrupted  him,  and  begged  him  to  go 
on  ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  becaufe  it 
feemed  that  what  we  had  both  to  lav 
might  take  up  fome  time,  I  told  him  I 
was  going  to  the  Englimmen's  plan- 
tations, and  afked  him  to  go  with  me, 
and  we  might  difcourfe  of  it  by  the 
way.     He  told   me,   he  would   more 
willingly  wait  on  me  thither,  becaufe 
there,    partly,    the   thing   was    afted 
which  he  deiired  to  fpeak  to  me  about. 
So  we  walked  on,  and  I  preiled  him  to 
be  free  and  plain  with  me  iij  what  lie 
had  to  fay. 

«  Why  then,  Sir,'  fays  he,  «  be 
'  pleafed  to  give  me  leave  to  lay  down 
*  a  few  proportions,  as  the  found  a- 
«  tion  of  what  1  have  to  fay,  that  we 
«  may  not  differ  in  ths  general  prin- 
«  ciples, 
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ciples,  though  we  may  be  of  fome 
differing  opinions  in  the  pra£lice  of 
particulars.  Fiitl,  Sir,  though  we 
differ  in  fome  of  the  doctrinal  arti- 
cles of  religion,  and  it  is  very  un- 
happy that  it  is  fo,  efpecially  in  tha 
cafe  before  us,  as  I  (hall  fhew  after- 
wards, yet  there  are  fome  general 
principles  in  which  we  both  agree  j 
viz.  Firll,  that  there  is  a  God;  and 
that  this  God,  having  given  us  fome 
Hated  general  rules  for  our  fervice 
and  obedience,  we  ought  not  willing- 
ly and  knowingly  to  offend  him,  ei- 
ther by  negleclin^  to  do  what  he  has 
commanded,  or  by  doing  what  he 
has  exprefsly  forbidden  :  and  let  our 
different  religions  be  what  they  will, 
this  general  principle  is  readily  own- 
ed by  us  ail ;  that  the  bleffing  of 
God  does  not  ordinarily  follow  a  pre- 
fumptuous  finning  againtthis  com- 
mand 5  and  every  good  Christian  will 
be  affectionately  concerned  to  pre- 
vent any  that  are  under  his  care  liv- 
ing in  a  total  negleft  of  God  and  his 
commands.  It  is  not  your  men  be- 
ing Protc (rants,  whatever  my  opi- 
nion may  be  of  fuch,  that  difcharges 
me  from  being  concerned  for  their 
fouls,  and  from  endeavouring,  if  it 
lies  before  me,  that  they  mould  live 
in  as  little  diftance  from,  and  enmi- 
ty with,  their  Maker  as  poffiblej 
efpecially  if  you  give  me  leave  to 
meddle  fo  far  in  your  circuit.' 
I  could  not  yet  imagine  what  he 
aimed  at,  and  told  him,  I  granted  all 
he  had  faidj  and  thanked  him,  that  he 
•would  ib  far  concern  himfelf  for  us  r 
and  begged  he  would  explain  the  par- 
ticulars of  what  he  had  obferved,  that, 
like  Jofhua,  (to  take  his  own  parable) 
I  might  put  away  the  accuried  thing 
from  us. 

•Why,  then,  Sir/  fays  he,  'I  will 
take  the  liberty  you  give  me  ;  and 
there  are  three  things  which,  if  I  am 
right,  muft  (land  in  the  way  of  God's 
bleffing  upon  your  endeavours  here, 
and  which  I  mould  rejoice,  for  you? 
fake  and  their  own,  to  fee  rein-. 
And,  Sir,'  fays  he,  '  I  promife  my- 
fc-lf  that  you  will  fully  agree 
with  me  in  them  all  as  foon  as  1 
(hall  name  them  ;  efpecially,  be- 


He  gave  me  no  leave  to  put  in  any 
rnoje  civiiities,  but  went  on.  *  Firft, 
'  Sir,'  fa5'S  he,  '  you  have  here  four 
f  Englishmen,  who  have  fetched  wo- 

*  men   from  among  the  favages,  and 
'  have  taken  them  as  their  wives,  and 

*  have  had  many  children  by  them  all^ 
'  and  yet  are  notfnarried  to  them  af- 
'  ter  any   ftated  legal  manner,  as  the 
'  laws  of  God  and  man  require;  and 
'  therefore  are  yet,    in    the    fenfe  of 
'  both,  no  lefs  than  adulterers,    and 

*  living  in  adultery.     To  this,  Sir/ 
fays  he,  «  I  know  you  will  object,  that 

*  there  was  no  clergyman,  or  prieft  of 
'  any  kind,  or  of  any  profeffion,  to 
'  perform  the  ceremony;  nor  any  pen 
'  and  ink,  or  paper,  to  write  down  a 
e  contract  of  marriage,    and   have  it 

*  figned  between  them.     And  I  know 

*  alfo,  Sir,  what  the  Spaniard  gover- 

*  nor  has  told   you;  I  mean,  of  the 

*  agreement  that  he  obliged  them   to 
'  make  when  they  took  thefe  women  5 
«  viz.  That   they  mould  chufe  them 
«  out  by  confent,  and  keep  feparately 
'  to  them  ;  which,  by  the  way,  is  no- 

*  thing  of  a  marriage,  no  agreement 
'  with  the  women  as  wives,  but  only 
'  an  agreement  among  themfelves  to 
'  keep  them  from  quarrelling. 

'  But,  Sir,  the  effence  of  the  facra- 

*  ment  of  matrimony/  (fo  he  called  it, 
being  a  Roman)  '  coniifts  not  only  in 

*  the  mutual  confent  of  the  parties  to 

*  take  one  another  as  man  and  wife, 
'  but  in  the  formal  and  legal  obliga- 
«  tion  that  there  is  in  the  contract,  to 

*  compel  the  man  and  woman,  at  all 
1  times,  to  own  and  acknowledge  each 

*  other;  obliging  the  man   to  a'oftain 
'  from  all  other  women,  to  engage  in 
'  no  other  contract  while  this  fubftfts, 
'  and  on  all  occafions,  as  ability  al- 

*  lows,  to  provide  honeftly  for  them 
«  and  their  children  ;  and  to  obligethe 
'  woman  to  the  fame,  or  like  condi- 

*  tions,   Mutatis    mutandis,    on  their 
«  fide. 

*  Now,  Sir/  fayr,  he,    '  thefe   men 

'  may,  when  they  pleafe,  or  when  oc- 

;:  prefents,  abandon   thefe   \vo- 

*  mtn,  difown   their   children,    leave 
1   tli'.-m   to  perifh,  and  take  other  wo- 
'  men  and  imrry  them  whilft  thefe  arc 
'  living.'     And    IKTC  he  added,   with 
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caufe  I  ftiall  convince  you  thar  every  <  f  :ne  warmth,  «  How,  Sir,  is  (rod  ho- 
one  of  them  may  with  gre  it  e:\ie,  *  noured  in  this  unlawful  liberty ! 
and  very  much  to  your  futisfa&ion,  *  And  how  fhall  a  blelfing  luccced 
be  remedied/  '  yoirr  endeavours  in  this  place,  how* 

<  ever 
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ever  good  in  themfelves,  and  how- 
ever finccre    in  your  defign,   while 
thefe   men,  who  at  prefent  are  your 
fubje&s,    under  your  abfolute  go- 
vernment and  dominion,  are  allowed 
by  you  to  live  in  open  adultery  ?* 
I  confefs,  I  was  ftruck  at  the  thing 
itfelf,  but  much   more  with  the  con- 
vincing arguments  he  fupported  it  with; 
for  it  was  certainly  true,  that  though 
they  had   no   clergyman   on  the  ipot, 
yet  a  formal  contract  on  both  fides, 
made  before  witneffes,  and  confirmed 
by  any  token  which  they  had  all  a- 
greed  to  be  bound  by,  though  it  had 
been  but  the  breaking  a  ftick  between 
them,  engaging  the  men  to  own  thefe 
women  for  their  wives  upon  all  occa- 
fions,  and  never  to  abandon  them  or 
their  children,  and  the  women  to  the 
fame  with   their  hufbands,  had  been 
an  effectual  lawful  marriage  in  the  fight 
of  God ;  and   it   was  a  great  neglect 
that  it  was  not  done. 

But  I  thought  to  have  gotten  off 
with  my  young  prieft,  by  telling  him 
that  all  that  part  was  done  when  I  was 
not  here  5  and  they  had  lived  fo  many 
years  with  them  now,  that  if  it  was 
an  adultery,  it  was  paft  remedy;  they 
could  do  nothing  in  it  now. 

«  Sir,'  fays  he,  «  afking  your  par- 
don for  fuch  freedom,  you  are  right 
in  this  j  that  it  being  done  in  your 
abfence,  you  could  not  be  charged 
with  that  part  of  the  crime :  but,  I 
befeech  you,  flatter  not  yourfelf  that 
you  are  not  therefore  under  an  obli- 
gation to  do  youruttermoftnowto  put 
an  end  to  it.  How  can  you  think 
but  that,  let  the  time  pail  lie  ori 
whom  it  will,  all  the  guilt,  for  the 
future,  will  lie  entirely  upon  you  ? 
becaufe  it  is  certainly  in  your  pow- 
er now  to  put  an  end  to  itj  and  in 
nobody's  power  but  yours.' 
I  was  fo  dull  ftill  that  I  did  not  take 
him  right  j  but  I  imagined,  that  by 
putting  an  end  to  it  he  meant  that  I 
fliould  part  them,  and  not  fuffer  them 
to  live  together  any  longer :  and  I 
faid  to  him  I  could  not  do  that  by  any 
means,  for  that  it  would  put  the  whole 
ifland  in  confufion.  He  feemed  fur- 
prized  that  I  mould  fo  far  miftake 
him.  (  No,  Sir,'  fays  he,  *  I  do  not 

*  mean  that  you  mould  feparate  them, 

*  but  legally    and   effectually   marry 
'  them  now :  anp!,  Sir,  as  my  way  of 

*  marrying  may  not  be  fo  eafy  to  re- 
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concilethem  to,  though  it  will  be  as 
effectual,  even  by  your  own  laws  j 
fo  your  way  may  be  as  well  before 
God,  and  as  valid  among  men;  I 
.  mean>  by  a  written  contract,  figned 
by  both  man  and  woman,  and  by 
all  the  witneffes  prefent ;  which  all 
the  laws  of  Europe  would  decree  to 
be  valid.' 

I  was  amazed  to  fee  fo  much  true 
piety,  and  fo  much  fincerity  of  zeal,  be- 
sides the  unuiual  impartiality  in  his  dif- 
courfe,  as  to  his  own  party  or  church  ; 
and  fuch  a  true  warmth  for  the  pre- 
ferving  people  that  he  had  no  know- 
ledge of>  or  relation  to ;  I  fay,  for 
preserving  them  from  tranfgrefling  the 
laws  of  God  j  the  like  of  which  I  had, 
indeed,  not  met  with  any  where.  But 
recollecting  what  he  had  faid  of  mar- 
rying them  by  a  written  contract, 
which  I  knew  would  ftand  too ;  I  re- 
turned it  back  upon  him,  and  told 
him,  I  granted  all  that  he  had  faid  to 
be  jutt,  and  on  his  part  very  kind; 
that  I  would  difcourfe  with  the  men 
upon  the  point  now,  when  I  came  to 
them.  And  I  knew  no  reafon  why 
they  mould  fcruple  to  let  him  marry 
them  all  ;  which  I  knew  well  enough! 
would  be  granted  to  be  as  authenticlc 
and  valid  in  England,  as  if  they  were 
married  by  one  of  our  own  clergymen. 
What  was  afterwards  done  in  this 
matter,  I  mail  fpeak  of  by  itfelf. 

I  then  preiTed  him  to  tell  me  what 
was  the  fecond  complaint  which  he 
had  to  make ;  acknowledging,  that  I 
was  very  much  his  debtor  for  the  firft; 
and  thanked  him  heartily  for  it.  He 
told  me,  he  would  life  the  fame  free- 
dom and  plainnefs  in  the  fecond  ;  and 
hoped  I  would  take  it  as  well  i  and 
this  was,  that,  notwithftanding  thefe 
Englifh  Subjects  of  mine,  as  he  called 
them,  had  lived  with  thefe  women  for 
almoft  feven  years,  and  had  taught 
them  to  fpeak  Englifli^  and  even  to 
read  it ;  and  that  they  were,  as  he  per- 
ceived, women  of  tolerable  underltand- 
ing,  and  capable  of  instruction  j  yet 
they  had  not  to  this  hour  taught  them 
any  thing  of  the  Chriftian  religion  ; 
no,  not  fo  much  as  to  know  that  there 
was  a  God,  or  a  worShip,  or  in  what 
manner  God  was  to  be  ferved  ;  or  that 
their  own  idolatry,  and  worshipping 
they  knew  not  who,  was  falfc  and  ab- 
furd.  > 

This,  he  faid,  was  an  unaccountable 
JD  d 
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neglect,  and  what  God  would  certain- 
ly call  them  to  an  account  for;  and, 
perhaps,  at  laft  take  the  work  out  of 
their  hands.  He  fpoke  this  very  af- 
fectionately and  warmly.  '  I  am  per- 

*  fuaded,'  fays   he,    <  had  thofe  men 
4  lived  in  the  favage  country  whence 

*  their  wives  came,  the  favagts  would 
4  have  taken  more  pains  tohave  brought 

*  them  to  be  idolaters,  and  to  worlhip 

*  the  devil,  than  any  of  thefe  men,  fo 

*  far  as  I  can  fee,  has  taken  with  them 
4  to  teach  them  the  knowledge  of  the 
4  true   God.       Now,    Sir,'    laid    he, 

*  though  I  do  not  acknowledge  your 

*  religion,  or  you  mine,  yet  we  fliould 

*  be  all  giad  to  fee  the  devil's  fcrvanis, 

*  and   the  fubjecls  of  his    kingdom, 

*  taught  to  know  the  general  principles 

*  of  the  Chriftian  religion;   that  they 
'  might,  at  lead,  hear  of  God  and  of  a 
"  Redeemer,  and  of  the  refurreclion  and 

*  of  a  future  ftate,  things  which  we  all 
•*  believe;  they  had,  at  leaft,  been  fo 
•*  much  nearer  coming  into  the  bofom 

*  of  the  true   church,  than   they   are 
«  now  in  the  publickprofeffion  of  ido- 

*  latry  and  devil-worlhip.' 

I  could  hold  no  longer  ;  I  took  him 
in  my  arms  and  embraced  him  with 
an  excefs  of  pafilon.  *  How  far,'  faid 
I  to  him,  '  have  I  been  frown  under- 

*  itanding  the  molt  eflential  part  of  a 

*  Chriltian ;   viz.  to  love  the   intereil 
«  of  the    Chriftian    church,    and    the 
«  good  of  other  men's  fouls?     I  fcarce 

*  have  known  what  belongs  to  being 

*  a  Chriftian  !' — '  O,  Sir,  do  not  fay 

*  fo,'  replied  he ;  *  this  thing  is  not 

*  your  fault.' — 'No!'    faid   I,    *  but 
«  -why  did  I  never  lay  it  to  heart  as 

*  well   as  you  ?'-— •'  'Tis  not  too  late 

*  yet,1  faid  he ;  «  be  not   too  forward 

<  to  condemn  yourfelf.' — *  But  what 
«  can  be  done  now?1  faid  I;  «  you  fee 

*  I  am  going  away.' — *  Will  you  give 

<  ni«   leave,'  faid    he,    * to    talk  with 
«  thefe  poor  men   about  it?' — '  Yes, 
«  with  all  my  heart,'  faid  I ;  *  and  will 
«  oblige  them    to  give   heed   to  what 

*  you  fay  too/—'  As  to  that/  faid  he, 
4  we  muft  leave  them  to  the  mercy  of 

<  Chrift  ;  but  it  is  our  bufmefs  to  aflift 

*  them,  encourage  them,  and  inilruft 
«  them;    and,    if   you    will   give    me 
4  leave,  and  God    his  blefling,   I  do 
4  not  doubt  but  the  poor  ignorant  Jbulo 

*  fhall  be  brought  home  into  the  grea* 
4  circle  of  Chriftianity,  if  not  into  the 

*  particular  faith  that  we  all  embrace  j 


*  and  that  even  while  you  flay  here.* 
Upon  this   I   faid,  «  I  (hall  not  only 

*  give  you  leave,  but  give  you  a  thou- 
«  land  thanks  for  it.'     What  followed 
on  this  account  I   (hall  mention  all® 
a^.ain  in  it's  place. 

I  now  preflcd  him  for  the  thrrd  ar- 
ticle   iu     which    we  were    to   blame. 
Why,  really,'  fays  he,  «  it  is  of  the 
fume  nature,  and  I  will  proceed  (alk- 
ing  your  leave)  with  the  fame  plain- 
nefs  as  before.     It  is  about  your  poor 
lUvages  yonder,  who  are,  as  I  may 
fay,  your  conquered  fubje&s.     It  is 
a  maxim,  Sir,  that  is,  or  ought  to 
be  received  among  all  Chriitians,  of 
what   church   or   pretended   church 
foeverj    viz.   that  Chriftian  know- 
ledge ought  to  be  propagated  by  all 
poifible  means,  and  on  all  poflible 
occafions.      It  is  on    this    principle 
that  our  church  fends  mi/fionariea 
into  Perfia,  India,  and  China  ;  and 
that  our  clergy,  even  of  the  fuperior 
fort,  willingly  engage   in  the  molt 
hazardous  voyages,  and  themoftdan- 
gerous  refidence   among    murderers 
and.  barbarians,    to  teach  them  the 
knowledge  of  the  true  God,  and  to 
bring    them     over    to  embrace   the 
Chriftian  faith.     Now,  Sir,  you  have 
fuch  an  opportunity  here  to  have  fix 
or    feven    and   thirty    poor  favages 
brought   over  from  idolatry   to  th« 
knowledge  of  God,  their  Maker  and 
Redeemer,  that  I  wonder  how  you 
can  pals   fuch  an  occafion  of  doing 
good,  which  is  really  worth  the  ex- 
pence  of  a  man's  whole  life.' 
I  was  now  ftruck  dumb  indeed,  and 
had  not  one  word  to  fay.     I  had  here 
a  fpirit  of  true  Chriftian  zeal  for  God 
and  religion  before  me,  let  his  parti- 
cular principltsbe  of  what  kind  foever. 
As  for  me,  I  had  not  fo  much  as  en- 
tertained a  thought  of  this  in  my  heart 
before ;    and,    I  believe,    fhould   not 
have  thought  of  it ;  for  I  looked  upon 
thefe  favages  as  flaves  and  people  whom, 
had  we  any  work  for  them  to  do,  we 
would  have  ufed    as   fuch,   or  would 
have  been  glad  to  have  tranfported  them 
to  any  other  part  of  the  world;  for 
our  bufmefs  was  to  get  rid  of  them  ; 
and  we  would  all  haVe  been  fatisfied 
if  they  had  been  lent  to  any  country, 
fo  they  had  never  fcen  their  own.    But 
to  the  cafe  :  I   lay,  I  was  confounded 
at  his  difcourfe,  and  knew  not  what  an - 
fweF  to  make  him.  He  looked  earueftly 
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at  me,    feeing  me  in   fome  diforder. 

<  Sir,"  laid  he,  « I  fhall  be  very  lorry 

*  if  what  I  have  faid  gives  you  any  or- 
'  fence/ — «  No,  no,'  laid  I,    «  I   am 
«  offended  with  nobody  but  myfelf; 
«  but  I  am  perfectly  confounded,  not 
'  only  to  think   that  I    mould  never 
'  take  any  notice  of  this  before,  but 

<  with  reflecting  what  notice  I  am  able 
'  to  take  of  it  now.     You  know,  Sir/ 
faid   I,  'what  circumliances  I  am  in  ; 
'  I  am  bound  to  the  Ealt-Indies  in  a 

*  fhip  freighted  by  merchants,  and  to 
4  whom  it  would    be   an  -infufferable 
'  piece  of  injuftice  to  detain  their  fhip 
'  here,  the   men  lying  all  this  while 
'  at  victuals  and  wages  upon  the  own- 
'  er's  account.     It  is  true,    I  agreed 

*  to  be  allowed  twelve  days  here ;  and 
'  if  I  ftay  more  I  muft  pay  3!.  llerling 

*  per  diem  demurrage :  nor  can  I  ftay 

*  upon  demurrage   above   eight  days 
'  more;  and  I  have  been  here  thirteen 
'  days  already  j  fo  that  I  am  perfectly 

*  unable  to  engage  in  this  work,  un- 

*  lefs  I   would  fuffer  myfeif  to  be  left 
'  behind  here  again  ;  in  which  cafe,  if 
«  this  fmgle  fhip  ftiould   mifcarry   in 

*  any  part  of  her  voyage,  I  ihould  be 

*  juft  in  the  lame  condition  that  I  was 
«  left  in  here  at  firlt,  and  from  which 
'  I  have  been  fo  wonderfully  deliver- 
«  ed.' 

He  owned   the  cafe  was  very  hard 
upon  me  as  to  my  voyage ;  but  laid  it 
home  upon  my   conicience,    whether 
the  bleiling  of  faving  feven  and  thirty 
fouls  w:is  not  worth  my  venturing  all 
I  had  in  the  world  for.     I  was  hot  fo 
fenfible  of  that  as  he  was  ;  and  I  re- 
turned upon  linn  thus  :    '  Why,  Sir, 
it  is  a  valuable  thing  indeed,  to  be 
an  infhumentm  God's  hand  to  con- 
vert feven  and  thirty  heathens  to  the 
knowledge  of   Chriltj    but  as    you 
are  an  ecclefiaftick,  and   are  given 
over  to  that  work,  fo  that  it  feems 
naturally   to   fall  into  the  way    of 
your  profeffion,  how  is  it  then   that 
you  do  not  rather  offer  yourfelf  to 
undertake  it,  than  preis  me  to  it  ?' 
Upon  this  he  faced  about,  jult  be- 
fore   me,    as  he   walked  along,    and 
putting  me  to  a  full  ftop,  made  me  a 
very  low  bow.    *  I  moft  heartily  thank 
God   and  you,  Sir,"  fays  he,    «  for 
giving   me   fo  evident  a  call  to  fo 
bleffed  a  work;    and    if  you  think 
yourfelf  difcharged  from  it,  and  de- 
iiie  me  to  undertake  it,  I  will  moil 


'  readily  do  it,  and  think  it  a  happy  re* 
*  ward  tor  all  the  hazards  and  dilficul- 
'  ties  of  fuch-  a  broken  difappointeU 
'  voyage  as  I  have  met  with,  that  I 
'  have  dropped  at  lali  into  fo  glorious 
'  a  work.' 

I  difcovered  a  kind  of  rapture  in  his 
face,  while  he  fpoke  this  to  me;  his 
eyes  fparkled  like  fire,  his  face  glow- 
ed, and  his  colour  came  and  went  as  if 
he  had  been  falling  into  firs:  in  a 
word,  he  was  fired  with  the  joy  of 
being  embarked  in  fuch  a  work.  I 
paufed  a  confiderable  while  before  I 
could  tell  what  to  fay  to  him  ;  for  f 
was  really  furprized  to  find  a  man  of 
fuch  fmcerity  and  zeal,  and  carried 
out  in  his  zeal  beyond  the  ordinary 
rate  of  men,  not  of  his  profeffion  only, 
but  even  of  any  profeffion  whatfoever ; 
but  after  I  had  conlidered  it  a  while, 
I  afked  him  ferioufly,  if  he  was  in 
earneft,  and  that  he  would  venture  on 
the  fmgle  confideration  of  an  attempt 
on  thole  poor  people,  to  be  locked  up 
in  an.  unplanted  iliand  for  perhaps  his 
life;  and,  at  la(t,  might  not  know 
whether  he  mould  be  able  to  do  them 
any  good  or  not. 

He  turned  ftiort  upon  me,  and  afked 
me,  what  I  called  a  venture.  *  Pray, 
Sir,'  faid  he,  '  what  do  you  think  I 
coniented  to  go  in  your  Ihip  to  the 
Eaft-Indies  for?' — <  Nay,'  faid  I, 
that  I  know  not,  unlefs  it  was  to 
preach  to  the  Indians.' — '  Doubt- 
lefs  it  was,'  faid  hej  '  and  do  you 
think,  if  I  can  convert  thele  feven  and 
thirty  men  to  the  faith  of  Chrift,  it  is 
not  worth  my  time,  though  I  fliould 
never  be  fetched  off  the  ifland  again  ? 
Nay,  is  it  not  infinitely  of  more 
worth  to  fave  fo  many  fouls,  than 
my  life  is,  or  the  life  of  twenty  more 
of  the  fame  profeffion  ?  Yes,  Sir,* 
fays  he,  «  I  would  give  Chrilt  and.the 
bleifed  Virgin  thanks  all  my  days,  if 
I  could  be  made  the  leaft  happy  inthu- 
ment  of  faving  the  fouls  of  thefe  poor 
men,  though  I  was  never  to  fet  my  foot 
off  this  ifland,  or  fee  my  native  coun- 
try any  more.  But,  lince  you  will 
honour  me,'  fays  lie,  '  with  putting 
me  into  this  work,  (for  which  I  will 
pray  for  you  all  the  days  of  my 
life)  I  have  one  humble  petition 
to  you  befides.' — «  What  is  that?' 
aid  I.  «  Why/  fays  he,  «  it  is, 
that  you  will  leave  your  man  Friday 
with  me  to  be  my  interpreter  to  them, 
D  d  a  <  and 
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«  and  to  affift  me;  for,  without  fome 
'  help,  I  cannot  fpeak  to  them,  or 
*  they  to  me.*1 

I  was  fenfibly  troubled  at  his  re- 
quefting  Friday,  becaufe  I  could  not 
think  of  parting  with  him,  and  that  for 
many  reafons.  He  had  been  the  com- 
panion of  my  travels;  he  was  not  only 
faithful  to  me,  but  fincerely  affec- 
tionate to  the  laft  degree;  and  I  had 
refolved  to  do  fomething  confjderable 
for  him,  if  he  outlived  me,  as  it  was 
probable  he  would.  Then  I  knew, 
that  as  I  had  bred  Friday  up  to  be  a 
Proteftant,  it  would  quite  confound 
him,  to  bring  him  to  embrace  another 
profeflion  ;  and  he  would  never,  while 
liis  eyes  were  open,  believe  that  his 
old  mafter  was  an  heretick,  and  would 
be  damned;  and  this  might,  in  the 
end,  ruin  the  poor  fellow's  principles, 
and  fo  turn  him  back  again  to  his  firft 
idolatry. 

However,  a  fudden  thought  relieved 
me  in  this  llrait,  and  it  was  this;  I 
told  him,  1  could  not  fay  that  I  was 
willing  to  part  with  Friday  on  any 
account  whatever;  though  a  work, 
that  to  him  was  of  more  value  than 
his  life,  ought  to  me  to  be  of  much 
more  value  than  the  keeping  or  part- 
ing with  a  fervant.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  was  perfuaded  that  Friday 
would  by  no  means  confent  to  part 
with  me;  and  then  to  force  him  to  it, 
without  his  confent,  would  be  mani- 
feft  injuftice;  becaufe  I  had  promifed 
1  would  never  put  him  away;  and  he 
had  promifed  and  engaged  to  me  that 
he  would  never  leave  me,  unlefs  I  put 
him  away. 

He  feemed  very  much  concerned  at 
it;  for  he  had  no  rational  accefs  to 
thefe  poor  people,  feeing  he  did  not 
•understand  one  word  of  their  language, 
rior  they  one  word  of  his.  To  re- 
move this  difficulty,  I  told  him,  Fri- 
day's father  had  learned  Spanifti, 
which  I  found  he  alfo  underftood  ; 
and  he  mould  ferve  him  for  an  inter- 
preter; fo  he  was  much  better  fatif- 
tfed,  and  nothing  could  perfuade  him 
but  he  would  ftay  to  endeavour  to  con- 
vert them;  but  Providence  gave  an- 
other and  very  happy  turn  to  all  this. 

I  come  back  now  to  the  fir  It  part 
of  his  objections.  When  we  came 
to  the  EnglHhmen,  I  fent  for  them  all 
together ;  and  after  fome  accounts 
given  them  of  what  I  had  done  for 


them  ;  viz.  what  necrflary  things  I  had 
provided  for  them,  and  how  they  were 
distributed,  which  they  were  fenfible 
of,  and  very  thankful  for  ;  I  began 
to  talk  to  them  of  the  fcandalous  life 
they  led,  and  gave  them  a  full  account 
of  the  notice  the  clergyman  had  al- 
ready taken  of  it;  and,  arguing  how 
.  unchriftian  and  irreligious  a  life  it 
was,  I  firft  rifked  them,  if  they  were 
married  men  or  batchelors.  They  foon 
explained  their  condition  to  me,  and 
mewed  me  that  two  of  them  were 
widowers,  and  the  other  three  were 
fingle  men  or  batchelors.  I  afkeci 
them,  with  what  confcience  they  could 
take  thefe  women,  and  lie  with  them, 
as  they  had  done,  call  them  their 
wives,  and  have  fo  many  children  by 
them,  and  not  be  married  lawfully  to 
them. 

They  all  gave  me  the  anfwer  that  I 
expected  ;  viz.  that  there  was  nobody 
to  marry  them  ;  that  they  agreed  be- 
fore the  governor  to  keep  them  as 
their  wives;  and  to  keep  them,  and 
own  them,  as  their  wives;  and  they 
thought,  as  things  ftood  with  them, 
they  were  as  legally  married  as  if  they 
had  been  married  by  a  parfon,  and 
with  all  the  formalities  in  the  world. 

I  told  them,  that  no  doubt  they  were 
married  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  were 
bound  in  confcience  to  keep  them  as 
their  wives  ;  but  that  the  laws  of  men 
being  otherwiie,  they  might  pretend 
they  were  not  married,  and  lb  deiert 
the  poor  women  and  children  here- 
after; and  that  their  wives,  being  poor 
defolate  women,  friendlefs  and  money- 
lefs,  would  have  no  way  to  help  them- 
felves.  I  therefore  told  them,  that 
unlefs  I  was  allured  of  their  honeft  in- 
tent, I  could  do  nothing  for  them  j 
but  would  take  care  that  what  I  did 
mould  be  for  the  women  and  children, 
without  them  ;  and  that  unlefs  they 
would  give  fome  afiurances  that  they 
would  marry  the  women,  1  could  not 
think  it  was  convenient  they  mould 
continue  together  as  man  and  wife; 
for  that  it  was  both  fcandalous  to  men 
and  ofFtnfive  to  God,  who  they  could 
not  think  would  blels  them  if  they 
went  on  thus. 

All  this  puffed  as  I  exposed;  and 
they  told  me,  efpecially  Will  Atkins, 
who  feemed  now  to  fpeak  for  the  n  It, 
that  they  loved  their  wives  as  well  as 
if  they  had  been  bora  in  their  own  na- 
tive 
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five  country,  and  would  not  leave 
them  upon  any  account  whatever;  and 
they  did  verily  believe  their  wives  were 
as  virtuous,  and  as  modeft,  and  did,  to 
the  utmoft  of  their  Ikill,  as  much  for 
them,  and  fo'r  their  children,  as  any 
women  could  poffibly  do ;  and  they 
would  not  part  with  them  on  any  ac- 
count. And  William  Atkins,  for  hw 
own  particular,  added,  if  any  man 
would  take  him  away,  and  offer  to  carry 
him  home  to  England,  and  make  him 
captain  of  the  bell  man  of  war  in  the 
navy,  he  would  not  go  with  him,  if 
he  might  not  carry  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren with  him  ;  and  if  there  was  a 
clergyman  in  the  fhip,  he  would  be 
married  to  her  now  with  all  his  heart. 

This  was  juft  as  I  would  have  it. 
The  prieft  was  not  with  me  at  that 
moment,  but  was  not  far  off:  fo,  to 
try  him  farther,  I  told  him,  I  had  a 
clergyman  with  me,  and,  if  he  was 
Sincere,  I  would  have  him  married  the 
next  morning  j  and  bade  him  confider 
of  it,  and  talk  with  the  reft.  He  faid, 
as  for  himfelf,  he  need  not  confider  of 
it  at  all  $  for  he  was  very  ready  to 
do  it,  and  was  glad  I  had  a  minifter 
with  me;  and  he  believed  they  would 
be  all  willing  alfo.  I  then  told  him, 
that  my  friend,  the  minifter,  was  a 
Frenchman,  and  could  not  fpeak  En- 
glim;  but  that  I  would  act  the  clerk 
between  them.  He  never  fo  much  as 
afked  me  whether  he  was  a  Papift  or 
Proteftant ;  which  was,  indeed,  what 
I  was  afraid  of.  But,  I  fay,  they 
never  enquired  about  it.  So  we  part- 
ed. I  went  back  to  my  clergyman  ; 
and  Will  Atkins  went  in  to  talk  with 
his  companions.  I  defired  the  French 
gentleman  not  to  fay  anything  to  them, 
till  the  bufmefs  was  thorough  ripe; 
and  I  told  him  what  anfwer  the  men 
had  given  me. 

Before  I  went  from  their  quarter, 
they  all  came  to  me,  and  told  me, 
they  had  been  confidering  what  I  had 
faid  ;  that  they  were  very  glad  to  hear 
I  had  a  clergyman  in  my  company; 
and  they  were  very  willing  to  give  me 
the  fatisfaclion  I  defired,  and  to  be 
formally  married  as  foon  as  I  pleafed  ; 
for  they  were  far  from  defiring  to  part 
from  their  wives  ;  and  that  they  meant 
nothing  but  what  was  very  honeft 
when  they  chofe  them.  Sol  appoint- 
ed them  to  meet  me  the  next  morn- 
ipgj  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  they 


mould  let  their  wives  know  the  mean- 
ing of  the  marriage-law;  and  that  it 
was  not  only  to  prevent  any  fcandal,  but 
alfo  to  oblige  them,  that  they  mould  not 
forfake  them,  whatever  might  happen. 

The  women  were  eafily  made  fen- 
fible  of  the  meaning  of  the  thing,  and 
were  very  well  fatisfied  with  it,  as, 
indeed,  they  had  reafon  to  be;  fothey 
failed  not  to  attend  all  together  at  my 
apartment  the  next  morning,  where  I 
brought  out  my  clergyman.  And 
though  he  had  not  on  a  minifter's 
gown,  after  the  manner  of  England, 
or  the  habit  of  a  prieft,  after  the  man- 
ner of  France;  yet  having  a  black 
veft,  fomething  like  a  caflbck,  with  a 
fam  round  it,  lie  did  not  look  very 
unlike  a  minifter;  and  as  for  his  lan- 
guage, I  was  interpreter. 

But  the  ferioufnefs  of  his  behaviour 
to  them,  and  the  fcruples  he  made 
of  marrying  the  women,  becaufe 
they  were  not  baptized  and  profetfeii 
Chiiltians,  gave  them  an  exceeding 
reverence  for  his  perfon  j  and  there 
was  no  need  after  that  to  enquire  whe- 
ther he  was  a  clergyman  or  no. 

Indeed  I  was  afraid  his  fcruple 
would  have  been  carried  fo  far,  as  that 
he  would  not  have  married  them  at 
all;  nay,  notwithftanding  all  I  was 
able  to  fay  to  him,  he  refilled  me, 
though  modeftly,  yet  very  fteadily; 
and  at  laft  refufed  abfolutely  to  marry 
them,  unlefs  he  had  firft  talked  with 
the  men,  and  the  women  too.  AnJ 
though,  at  firft,  I  was  a  little  back- 
ward to  it,  yet  at  laft  I  agreed  to  it 
with  a  good  will,  perceiving  the  fince- 
rity  of  his  defign. 

When  he  came  to  them,  he  let  them 
know,  that  I  had  acquainted  him  with 
their  circumltances,  and  with  the  pre  • 
fent  delign  :  that  he  was  very  willing 
to  perform  that  part  of  his  function, 
and  marry  them,  as  I  had  defired ; 
but  that,  before  he  could  do  it,  he  mult 
take  the  liberty  to  talk  with  them. 
He  told  them,  that  in  the  fight  of  all 
different  men,  and  in  the  fenfe  of  the 
laws  of  fociety,  they  had  lived  all 
this  while  in  an  open  adultery;  and 
that  it  was  true,  that  nothing  but  the 
confenting  to  marry,  or  effeftually 
feparatittg  them  from  one  another  now, 
could  put  an  end  to  it;  but  there  was 
a  difficulty  in  it  too,  with  refpecl  to 
the  laws  of  Chriftian  matrimony,  which 
he  was  not  fully  fatisfied  about-,  viz. 

that 
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that  of  marrying  one  that  is  a  pro- 
feflTed  Chrittian  to  a  fav?ge,  an  idolater, 
and  a  heathen,  one  that  is  not  baptized  j 
and  yet  that  he  did  rot  fee,  that  there 
*vas  time  If  ft  for  it,  to  endeavour  to 
perfuade  the  women  to  be  baptized,  or 
to  profefs  the  name  <".f  Chrilt,  wljuin 
they  had,  he  doubted,  htai\.  nothing 
of,  and  without  which  they  could  not 
be  baptized. 

He  told  me,  he  doubted  they  were 
but  indifferent  Chriitians  themfelves } 
that  they  had  but  little  knowledge  of 
God  or   his   ways ;    and    therefore  he 
could  not  expert,  that   they  had  faid 
much  to  their  wives  on  that  head  yet; 
but   that    unlefs   they  would    promife 
him  to  life  their  endeavours  with  their 
wives,   to    pe'riuaue   them   to   become 
Chriftians,  and  would,  as  well  as  they 
could,  inltruft  them  in  the  knowledge 
and   belief  of  God   that    made  them, 
and    to  worship  Jefus  Chrilt  that  re- 
deemed   them,    he    could   not   marry 
them  ;  for  he  would  have  no  hand  in 
joining  Chriftians  with  fa v ages ;   nor 
was  it  confident  with  the  principles  of 
the  Chriftian  religion;  and  was,  in- 
deed, exprefsly  forbidden  in  God's  law. 
They  heard  all  this  very  attentively, 
and   I  delivered  it  very  faithfully  to 
them    from    his   mouth,    as   near  his 
own  words  as  I  could,  only  fometimes 
adding  fomething  of  my  own,  to  con- 
vince them  howjuft  it  was,  and  how  I 
was   of  his  mind  :  and  I  always  very 
faithfully  diltinguifhed  between  what 
I  faid  from  myfelf,  and  what  were  the 
clergyman's  words.     They  told    me, 
it  was  very  true  what  the  gentleman 
had  faid,  that  they  were  but  very  in- 
different   Chriftians    themfeives,    and 
that    they  had    never   talked    to   their 
wives  about    religion.     *  Lord,  Sir,' 
fays   Will  Atkins,   '  how   fliould   we 
teach  them  religion  ?   Why,  wt  know 
nothing  ourltlves.  And  befides,  Sir,' 
aid   he,  *  fhould  we    go  to   talk   to 
them  of  God,  and  Jefus  Chrilt,  and 
heaven  and  hell,  it  would  be  to  mnke 
them  laugh  at  us,  and  alk  us  what 
we   believe    ourfelves.     And    if  we 
mould  tell  them,  we  btlieve  all  the 
things  that  we    fpeak  of  to  them  j 
fuch  as  of  good  people  going  to  hea- 
ven, and  wicked  people  to  the  devil  ; 
they  would  afk-us,  where  we  intend- 
ed to  go  ourfelves,  who  believe  all 
rind    yet  are   i'uch  wirk'.d    fel- 
.18  we  indeed  are.     Why,  Sir,' 
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faid  Will,  «  it  is  enough  to  give  then? 
'  a  furfeit  of  religion  at  firft  hearim- 

*  Folks  mult  have  fome  religion  them* 

*  felves,   before  they  pretend  to  teacK 
'  other  people.' — «  Will  Atkins,'  faidf 
I  to  him,  *  though  I  am  afraid  what 
'  you  fay  has  too  much   truth   in  it, 

*  yet  can  you  not  tell  your  wife  that 
'  fhe  is  in  the  wrong?    That  there  is 

*  a  God,  and  a   religion   better  than 

*  her  own;   that  her  Gods   are  idols  j 
«  that  they  can  neither  hear  nor  fpeak  ; 
'  that  there  is  a  great  Being  that  made 
'  all  things,  and  that  can  deftroy  all 

<  that   he   has  made;  that  he  rewards 

*  the  good,  and  pu nifties  the  bad ;  that 
1  we  are  to  be  judged  by  him,  at  laft, 

*  for   all  we  do  here  ?     You  arc  not 
4  fo  ignorant,  but  even   nature  itfelf 

*  will  teach  you,  that  all  this  is  true; 

*  and  I  am  fatisfied  you  know  it  all  to 
'  be  true,  and  believe  it  yourfelf.' 

*  That's  true,    Sir,'    laid   Atkins  ; 
e  but  with  what  face  can  I  fay  any 
'  thing  to  my  wife  of  all  this,  when  fhe 
'  will   tell  me  immediately  it  cannot 
«  be  true?' 

*  Not  true,'  faid  I;   c  what  do  you 
«  mean  by  that  ?'— '  Why,   Sir,'  is  id 
he,  *  fhe  will  tell  me  it  cannot  be  true, 

<  that  this  God  (I  (hall  tell  her  of) 
'  can  be  juft,  or  can  punifh,    or  re- 
f  ward,  fince  I  am   not  punifhed  and 

*  fent  to  the  devil,  that  have  been  fuch 
'  a  wicked  creature   as    fhe  knows  I 
'  have  been,  even  to  her  and  to  every 
'  body  elfe  ;  and  that  I  mould  be  fut- 
'  fered  to  live,  that  have  been  always 

*  ailing  fo  contrary  to  what  I  mutt  tell 
'  her  is  good,  and  to  what  I  ought  to 
'  have  done.' 

«  Why  truly,  Atkins,'  faid  I,  *  I 
'  am  afraid   them    fpeakeft  too  much 

*  truth.'  And  with  that  I  let  the  cler- 
gyman  know  what  Atkins    had  laid  ; 
fur  he  was  impatient  to  know.     '  O!* 
faid  the  pi  it-It,  '  tell  him  there  is  one 

*  thing  will  make  him  the  belt   mini- 
'  ftcr  in  the  world   to   his   wife;   and 

*  that   is  repentance;  for  none  teach 
f  repentance  like  true  penitents.     He 
'  wants  nothing  but  to    repent  5  and 
'  then   he  will  be  fo   much  the  better 
'  qualified  to  inftru6>  his  wife  ;  Iv  will 

*  then  be  able  to  tell  her,  that  t! 

<  not  only  a  God,   and  that  he    is  the 
'  jult  rewarder  of  good  and  evil,  but 
'   that   he    is    a   merdful   Jx'infr,  and, 

*  with  infinite  goodnefs  and  Jung-luf- 
1  feiing,  forbears  to  pwiifli  thole  that 

*  oiVend  j 
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offend;  waiting  to  be  gracious,  and 
willing  not  the  death  of  a  firmer,  but 
rather  that  he  fliould  return  and  live; 
that  he  often  differs  wicked  men  to 
go  on  a  long  time,  and  even  referves 
damnation  to  the  general  day  of  re- 
tribution.    That  it  is  a  clear   evi- 
dence of  God,  and  of  a  future  ftate, 
that  righteous  men  receive  not  their 
reward,  or  wicked  men  their  punifh- 
ment,   till  they  corns  into  another 
world  j  and    this  will  lead    him    to 
teach  his  wife  the  do&rine  of  the 
refurreftion,  and  of  the  laft   judg- 
ment.   Let  him  but  repent  for  him- 
felf,  he  will  be  an  excellent  preach- 
er of  repentance  to  his  wife.' 
I  repeated  all  this  to  Atkins,  who 
looked  very  ferious  all  the  while,  and 
who,    we  could  eafily   perceive,    was 
more  than  ordinarily  affected  with  it  : 
when  being  eager,  and  hardly  fuffer- 
ing  me  to  make  an  end,  '  I  knew  all 

*  this,  Matter,*  fays  he,  «  and  a  great 
'  deal  more ;    but   I  ha'n't  the  impu- 

*  dence  to  talk  thus  to  my  wife  ;  when 
'  God,  and  my  own  conicience  knows, 
'  and  my  wife  will  be  an  undeniable 

*  evidence  againft  me,  that  I  have  liv- 
'  ed  as  if  I  had  never  heard  of  a  God, 
'  or  a  future  ftate,  or  any  thing  about 
«  it :  and   to   talk    of  my  repenting, 

*  alas !'  (and  with  that  he  fetched  a 
deep  figh ;  and  I  could  fee  that  tears 
flood  in  his  .eyes)  *  it  is  paft  all  that 
«  with  me/  — «  Paft  it !  Atkins,'  faid 
J,  «  what  doft  thou  mean  by  that  ?'— 

*  I  know  well  enough  what  I  mean, 

*  Sir,'  fays  he  ;    '  I  mean,  it  is  too 

*  Jate;  and  that  is  too  true.' 

I  told  my  clergyman,  word  for  word, 
what  he  faid.  The  poor  zealous  prieft 
(I  mull  call  him  fo  ;  for  be  his  opi- 
nion what  it  will,  he  had  certainly  a 
moil  fingular  affjclion  for  the  good  of 
other  men's  fouls  ;  and  it  would  be 
hard  to  think  he  had  not  the  like  for 
his  own  :  I  fay,  this  zealous  affectio- 
nate man)  could  not  refrain  tears  alfo. 
But,  recovering  himfelf,  he  faid  to 
me,  *  Aik  him  but  one  queftion,  Is 

*  he  eafy,  that  it  is  too  late  ;  or  is  he 
'  troubled,  and  wifhes  it  were  not  fo?* 
I  put  the   queftion  fairly  to  Atkins  j 
and  he  anfwered  with  a  great  deal  of 
paffion,  how  could  any  rmn  be  eafy 
in    a   condition   that    certainly   mull 
end  in  eternal    deftruclion  :    that    he 
\vas  far  from  being  eafy  j    but  that, 


on  the  contrary,  he  believed  it  would 
one  time  or  other  ruin  him. 

'  What  do  you  mean  by  that  ?'  faid 
I.  Why,  he  faid,  he  believed  he 
mould,  one  time  or  another,  cut  his 
own  throat,  to  put  an  end  to  the  ter- 
ror of  it. 

The  clergyman  (hook  his  head,  with 
a   great  concern  in    his   face,  when  I 
told   him  all  this  ;   but  turning  quick 
to  me  upon   it,  faid,  '  If  that   be  his 
cafe,  you  may  affaire  him  it  is  not 
too  late  j    Chrift  will  give  him  re- 
pentance.    But  pray,'  lays  he,  'ex- 
olain  this  to  him,  That  as  no  man 
is  faved  but  by  Chrift,  and  the  me- 
rit of  his   paffion  procuring  Divine 
Mercy  for  him,  how  can  it  be  too 
late  for  any  man  to  receive  mercy? 
Does  he  think  he  is  able  to  fin  be- 
yond the  power  or  reach  of  Divine 
Mercy  ?     Pray  tell  him,  there  may 
be  a  time  when  provoked  Mercy  will 
no  longer  ftrive,  and  when  God  may 
refufe  to  hear  5  but  that  it  is  never 
too  late  for  men  to  afk  mercy  :   and 
we  that  are  Chrift's  fervants  are  com- 
manded to  preach  mercy  at  all  times, 
in  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift,  to  all 
thofe  that  fincerely  repent ;  fo  that 
it  is  never  too  late  to  repent.' 
I  told  Atkins  all  this,  and  he  heard 
me  with     great    earneftnefs;   but    it 
feemed    as  if  he  turned  off  the  dif- 
courfe  to  the  reftj  for  he  faid  to  me, 
he  would  go  and  have  fome  talk  with 
his  wife.    So  he  went  out  a  while,  and 
we  talked  to  the  reft.    I  perceived  they 
were  all  llupidly  ignorant  as  to  mat- 
ters of  religion,  much  as  I  was  when 
I  went  rambling  away  from  my  father: 
and  yet  that  there  were  none  of  them 
backward  to  hear  what  had  been  faid  j 
and  all  of  them  ferioufly  promifed  that 
they  would  talk  with  their  wives  about 
it,    and    do    their   endeavour  to  per- 
fuade  them  to  turn  Chriftians. 

The   clergyman    fmiled    upon    me 
when    I   reported   what    anfwer    they 
gave,  but  faid  nothing  a  good  while  ; 
but,  at  laft,  making  his   head,  *  We 
that  are  Chriit's  fervants,'  fays  he, 
can  go  no  farther  than    to   exhort 
and  inftruci  5  and  when  men  com- 
ply, fubmit  to  the  reproof,  and  pro- 
mife  what  we  afk,  it  is  all  we  can 
do  j  we  are  bound  to  accept    their 
good  words.    But,  believe  me,  Sir,* 
faid   he,    *  whatever   you    may   have 
*  known 
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'  known  of  the  life  of  that  man  you 
call  William  Atkins,  I  believe  lie  is 
the  only  fincere  convert  among  them  ; 
I  take  that  man  to  be  a  true  peni- 
tent :   I   won't  del'pair  of  the   re(t  ; 
but  that  man  is  perfectly  ft  ruck  with 
the  fenfe  of  his  pafl  lifej  and  I  doubt 
not   but   when    he    comes    to    talk 
religion    to   his    wife,   he  will   talk 
himfelf  effectually   into  it  5  for  at- 
tempting  to   teach  others,  is   fome- 
times  the  beft  way  of  teaching  our- 
felves.     I  knew  a  man,'  added  he, 
who,  having  nothing  but  a  fummary 
notion  of  religion  himfelf,  and  be- 
ing   wicked    and    profligate    to    the 
lalt  degree  in  his  life,  made  a  tho- 
rough reformation  of  himfelf  by,  la- 
bouring to  convert  a  Jew.     And  if 
that  poor  Atkins  begins  but  once  to 
talk  ferioully  of  Jefus   Chriil  to  his 
wife,  my  life  for  it,  he  talks  him- 
felf into  a  thorough  convert,  makes 
himfelf  a  penitent  j  and  who  knows 
what  may  follow  !' 
Upon  this  difcourfe,  however,  and 
their  promifing,  as  above,  to  endea- 
vour to  perfuade  their  wives   to  em- 
brace Chriftianity,  he  married  the  other 
three  couple  ;  but  Will  Atkins  and  his 
wife  were  not  yet  come  in.  After  this, 
my  clergyman,  waiting  a  while,  was 
curious  to   know  where   Atkins  was 
gone  j  and  turning   to  me,    fays   he, 
I  in  treat  you,   Sir,  let  us   walk  out 
of  your  labyrinth  here,  and  look  j 
I  dare  fay   we   (hall  find  this  poor 
man,    fomewhere  or  other,  talking 
ferioufly  with  his  wife,  and  teaching 
her  already  fomething  of  religion.1 
I  began  to  be  of  the  fame  mind  :  fo 
we  went  out  together ;  and  I  carried 
him    a    way  which     none   knew  but 
rnyfelf,    and    where    the    trees     were 
ib  thick  let,  as  that   it  was  not  eafy 
to  fee  through  the   thicket  of  leaves, 
and   far  harder  to  fee  in  than  to  fee 
out.     When  coming  to  the  edge  of  the 
wood,  I  faw  Atkins,  and  his  tawny 
favage  wife,  fitting  under  the  made  of 
a  bufli,    very  eager   in    difcourfe.     I 
flopped  fhoit,  till  my  clergyman  came 
up  to  me  j  and   then,  having  fliuwed 
him  where  they   were*,  we  ftood   and 
looked  very  lleadily  at  them  a  good 
while. 

\Ve  obfcrved  him  very  earned  with 
her,  pointing  up  to  the  fun,  and  to  every 
quarter  of  the  heavens  ;  then  down  to 
the  earth,  then  out  to  the  lea,  then  to 


himfelf,  then  to  her,  to  the  wo5cls,  t<* 
the  trees.  *  Now,'  fays  my  clergyman* 
you  fee  my   words  are  made  good* 
The    man   preaches   to  her  j    mark 
him  !  Now  he  is  telling  her,  that  our 
God  has  made   him,  and   her,    and 
the  heavens,  the  earth,  the.  lea,  the 
woods,  the  trees,  &c.' — '  I  believe 
he  is,'  faid  I.    Immediately  we  per- 
ceived Will  Atkins  ftart  up  upon  his 
feet,    fall  down   upon  his  knees,  and 
lift  up  both  his  hands.  We  fuppoied  he 
faid  fomething,  but  we  could  not  hear 
him  ;  it  was  too  far  for  that.     He  did 
not  continue  kneeling  half  a  minute, 
but  comes  and  fits  down  again  by  his 
wife,  and  talks  to  her  again.  We  per- 
ceived then  the  woman  very  attentive, 
but  whether  me  faid  any  thing  or  nor 
we  could  not  tell.  While  the  poor  fel- 
low was  upon  his  knees,  I  could  fee 
the  tears  run  plentifully  down  my  cler- 
gyman's cheeks  j  and  I  could  hardly 
forbear  my  felt".     But   it   was  a  great 
affliction  to  us  both,  that  we  were  not 
near  enough  to  hear  any  .thing  that 
pafTed  between  them. 

Well,  however,  we  could  come  no 
nearer,  for  fear  of  difturbing  them  : 
fo  we  refolved  to  fee  an  end  of  this 
piece  of  (till  converfation  j  and  it  fpoke 
loud  enough  to  us  without  the  help  of 
voice.  He  fat  down  again,  as  I  have 
faid/  clofe  by  her,  and  talked  again 
earneftly  to  her  $  and  two  or  three 
times  we  could  fee  him  embrace  her 
paffionately  j  another  time  we  faw  him 
take  out  his  handkerchief  and  wipe  her 
eyes,  and  then  kifs  her  again,  with  a 
kind  of  tranfport  very  unufual.  And 
after  feveral  of  thefe  things,  we  faw 
him  on  a  fudden  jump  up  again,  and 
lend  her  his  hand  to  help  her  up,  when 
immediately,  leading  lur  by  the  hand 
a  Hep  or  two,  they  both  kneeled  down 
together,  and  continued  fo  about  two 
minutes. 

My  friend  could  bear  it  no  longer* 
but  cries  out  aloud,  *  Saint  Paul  !  Saint 
'  Paul  I  behold  he  prayeth  !'  1  was 
afraid  Atkins  would  hear  him  j  there- 
fore I  intreated  him  to  with- hold  him- 
fjf  a  while,  that  we  might  fee  an  end 
of  the  fcene,  which,  to  me,  I  muft  con- 
to  Is,  was  the  molt  affecting,  and  yet 
the  moft  agreeable,  that  ever  I  faw  in 
my  life.  Well,  he  ftrove  with  him- 
felf, and  contained  himielf  for  a  while, 
but  was  in  fuch  raptures  of  joy,  to 
think  that  the  poor  heathen  woman 
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toas  become  a  Chriftian,  that  he  was 
not  able  to  contain  himfelf :  he  wept 
feveral  times  ;  then  throwing  up  his 
hands,  and  crofting  his  breaft,  faid 
over  feveral  things  ejaculatory,  and  by 
way  of  giving  God  thanks  for  fo  mira- 
culous a  teftimony  of  the  fuccefs  of 
our  endeavours  ;  fome  he  fpoke  foftly, 
and  I  could  not  well  hear  ;  others  au- 
dibly ;  fome  in  Latin,  fome  in  French  5 
theft  two  or  three  times  the  tears  of 
joy  would  interrupt  him,  that  he  could 
not  fpeak  at  all.  But  I  begged  that 
he  would  compofe  himfelf,  and  let  us 
more  narrowly  and  fully  ohferve  what 
was  before  us  ;  which  he  did  for  a  time, 
and  the  fcene  was  not  ended  there  yet ; 
for,  after  the  poor  man  and  his  wife 
were  rifen  again  from  their  knees,  we' 
obferved  he  ftood  talking  ftill  eagerly 
to  her*  and  we  obferved  by  her  mo- 
tion that  (he  was  greatly  affected  with 
what  he  faid,  by  her  frequent  lifting 
up  her  hands,  laying  her  hand  to  her 
breaft,  and  fuch  other  poftures  as  ufu- 
aily  exprefs  the  greateft  ferioufnefs  and 
attention.  This  continued  about  half 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  then  they 
walked  away  too  ;  fo  that  we  could 
fee  no  more  of  them  in  thatfituation. 

I  took  this  interval  to  talk  with  my 
clergyman;  and  firft,  I  told  him,  I 
was  glad  to  fee  the  particulars  we  had 
both  been  witnefles  to  ;  that  though  I 
was  hard  enough  of  belief  in  fuch  cafes, 
yet  that  I  began  to  think  it  was  all 
very  fincere  here,  both  in  the  man  and 
his  wife,  however  ignorant  they  both 
might  be;  and  I  hoped  fuch  a  begin- 
ning would  have  yet  a  more  happy 
end.  «  And  whd  knows,'  faid  I,  f  but 
thefe  two  may  in  time,  .by  inftruc- 
tion  and  example,  work  upon  fome 
of  the  others  ?' —  «  Some  of  them  T 
aid  he,  turning  quick  upon  me,  *  aye, 
upon  all  of  them.  Depend  upon  it,  if 
thofe  two  favages  (for  he  has  been 
but  little  better,  as  you  relate  it) 
(hould  embrace  Jefus  Chrift,  they 
will  never  leave  till  they  work  upon 
all  the  reft;  for  true  religion  is  na- 
turally communicative  j  and  he  that 
is  once  nvade  a  Chriftian,  will  never 
leave  a  Pagan  behind  him,  if  he  can 
help  it.'  I  owned  it  was  a  moft 
Chriftian  principle  to  think  fo,  and  a 
teftimony  of  a  true  zeal,  as  well  as  a 
generous  heart  in  him.  «  But,  my 
«  friend,'  faid  I,  «  will  you  give  me 
*_  liberty  to  ft  art  one  difficulty  here  ?  I 
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*  cannot  tell  how  to  objeft  the   leafl 
'  thing  againft  that  affectionate  con- 
'  cern  which  you  fliew  for  the  turning 
'  the  poor  people  from   their  pagan- 
'  ifm   to  the  Chriftian  religion.     But 

*  how  does  this  comfort  you,  while 

*  thefepeople  are,  in  your  account,  out 
'  of  the  pale  of  the  catholick  church; 
'  without  which  you  believe  there  is 

*  no    falvation  j    fo    that  you    efteem 

*  thefe  but  hereticks    ftill,    and,   for 
'  other  reafons,  as  effectually  loft  as 

*  the  Pagans  themfelves  ?' 

To  this  he  anfwered  with  abun- 
dance of  candour  and  Chriftian  cha- 
rity, thus  :  *  Sir,  I  am  a  catholick  of 
'  the  Roman  church,  and  a  prieft  of 
'  the  order  of  St.  Benedict,  and  I  em- 
'  brace  all  the  principles  of  the  Ro- 
'  man  faith  ;  but  yet,  if  you  will  be- 
'  lieve  me,  and  this  I  do  not  fpeak  in. 

*  compliment  to  you,  or  in  refpect  to 
'  my  circumftances,  or  your  civilities  5 
'  I  fay,  nevertheless,    I  do  not   look 

*  upon  you,  who  call  yourfelves  Re- 
'  formed,    without  feme   charity.     I 
'  dare  not  fay,   though  I  know  it  is 

*  our  opinion  in  general,  yet,  I  dare 
'  not  fay,  that  you  cannot  be  faved ; 
'  will  by  no  means  limit  the  mercy  of 
'  Chrift,  fo  far  as   to    think  that  he 

*  cannot  receive  you  into  the  bofom  of 
'  his  church,  in  a  manner  to  us  im- 
'  perceivable,  and  which  it  is   impof- 

*  fible  for  us  to  know  ;  and  ,1  hope 
'  you  have  the  fame  charity  for  us  : 

, '  I  pray  daily  for  your  being  all  re- 

*  ftored  to  Chrift's  church,  by  what- 

*  foever  methods  He,  who  is  All-wife, 
'  is  pleafed  to  direct:.     In   the  mean 
'  time,  fure  you  will  allow  it  to  con- 
'  fift  with  me,  as  a  Roman,  to  diftin- 
'  guifh  far  between  a  Proteftant  and  a 
'  Pagan  ;  between  on,e  that  calls   on. 

*  Jefus  Chrift,  though  in  a  way  which 
'  I  do  not  think  is   according  to  the 
'  true  faith  j  and  a  lavage,  a   barba- 
«  rian,  that  knows  no  God,  no  Chrift, 
'  no  Redeemer  at  all  j  and  if  you  are 
'  not  within  the  pale  of  the  Catholick 

*  church,  we  hope  you  are  nearer  be- 
<  ing  reftored   to  it   than    thofe  that 

*  know  nothing  at  all  of  God,  or  his 

*  church.   I  rejoice,  therefore,  when-JE 

*  fee  this  poor  man,  who  you  fay  has 
'  been  a  profligate,  and  almuft  a  mur- 
f  derer,  kneel  down  and  pray,  to  Jefus 
«  Chrift,  as  we  fuppofe  he  did,  though 
«  not  fully  enlightened  ;  believing  that 
f  God,  from  whom  every  fuch  work 

E  e  «  pr«- 
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proceeds,  will  fenfibly  touch  his 
heart,  and  bring  him  to  the  further 
knovvjedge  of  the  truth  in  his  own 
time  j  and  if  God  mall  influence  this 
poor  man  to  convert  and  inftrucl: 
the  ignorant  favage  his  wife,  I  can 
never  believe  that  he  fhaH  be  caft 
away  himfelf.  And  have  I  not  rea- 
fon  then  to  rejoice,  the  nearer  any  are 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  Chrift, 
though  they  may  not  be  brought 
quite  home  into  the  bofom  of  the 
catholick  church  jull  at  the  time 
when  I  may  defire  it ;  leaving  it  to 
the  goodnefs  of  Chrilt  to  perfe6l  his 
work  in  his  own  time,  and  his  own 
way  ?  Certainly  I  would  rejoice  if 
all  the  favages  in  America  were 
brought,  like  this  poor  woman,  to 
pray  to  God,  though  they  were  to 
be  all  Proteftants  at  firft,  rather  than 
they  mould  continue  Pagans  and 
Heathens  ;  firmly  believing,  that  he 
who  had  bellowed  that  firft  light 
upon  them,  would  farther  illumi- 
nate them  with  a  beam  cf  his  hea- 
venly grace,  and  bring  them  into 
the  pale  of  his  church  when  he 
mould  fee  good.1 

I  was  aftonifhed  at  the  fincerity  and 
temper  of  this  truly  pious  Papift,  as 
much  as  I  was  oppreffed  by  the  power 
of  his  reafoning  :  and  it  prefently  oc- 
curred to  my  thoughts,  that  if  fuch  a 
temper  was  univerfal,  we  might  be  all 
Catholick  Chriftians,  whatever  church 
or  particular  profeffion  we  joined  to 
or  joined  in  5  that  a  fpirit  of  charity 
would  foon  work  us  all  up  into  right 
principles}  and,  in  a  word,  as  he 
thought,  that  the  like  charity  would 
make  us  all  Catholicks,  fo  I  told  him, 
I  believed,  had  all  the  members  of  his 
church  the  like  moderation,  they  would 
foon  be  all  Proteftants.  And  there 
we  left  that  part,  for  we  never  dif- 
puted  at  all. 

However,  J  talked  to  him  another 
way  ;  and,  taking  him  by  the  hand, 
My  friend,'  faid  I,  «  I  wifh  all  the 
clergy  of  the  Roman  church  were 
bletfed  with  fuch  moderation,  and 
an  equal  fhare  of  your  charity.  ] 
am  entirely  of  your  opinion  j  but  I 
muft  tell  you/ that  if  you  fhould 
preach  fuchdoftrine  in  Spain  or  Italy, 
they  would  put  you  into  the  Inqiu- 
fition.' 

<  It  may  be  fo,'  faid  he;  '  I  know 
4  «oi  what  they  might  do  i»  Spain  and 


«  Italy  ;  but  I  will  not  fay  they  would 
«  be  the  better  Chriftians  for  that  fe- 
'  verity ;  for  I  am  fure  there  is  no  he- 
*  rely  in  too  much  charity.' 

Well,  as  Will  Atkins  and  his  wife 
were  gone,  our  bufmefs  there  was  over: 
fo  we  went  back  our  own  way  j  and 
when  we  came  back,  we  found  them 
waiting  to  be  called  in.  Obferving 
this,  I  afked  my  clergyman,  if  vvl 
mould  difcover  to  him  that  we  had 
feen  him  under  the  bufli,  or  no;  and 
it  was  his  opinion  we  mould  not  ;  but 
that  we  mould  talk  to  him  firft,  and 
hear  what  he  would  fay  to  us.  So  we 
called  him  in  alone,  nobody  being  in 
the  place  but  ourfelves  ;  and  I  began 
with  him  thus. 

« Will  Atkins/  faid  I,  « pr'ythee  what 
'  education  had  you  ?  What  was  your 
'  father?' 

W.A.  A  better  man  than  ever  I 
(hall  be.  Sir,  my  father  was  a  cler- 
gyman. 

R.  C.  What  education  did  he  give 
you  ? 

W.  A.  He  would  have  taught  m« 
well,  Sir;  but  I  defpifed  all  educa- 
tion, inftru&ion,  or  correction,  like  a 
beaft  as  I  was. 

R.  C.  It  is  true,  Solomon  fays,  *  He 
4  that  defpifeth  reproof  is  brutiih.' 

W.  A.  Ay,  Sir,  I  was  brutifh  in- 
deed ;  I  murdered  my  father.  For 
God's  fake,  Sir,  talk  no  more  about 
that,  Sirj  I  murdered  my  poor  fa- 
ther ! 

PRIEST.     Ha!  a  murderer  ! 
[Here   the  prieft  ftarted  (for  I  in- 
terpreted  every  word  as  he  fpoke 
it)  and  looked  pale.  It  fetms,  he 
believed  that  Will  had  really  kill- 
ed  his  own  father.] 
R.  C.     No,  no,  Sir  j  I  do  not  un- 
derftand  him  fo. — Will  Atkins,  ex- 
plain yourfelf  )  you  did  not  kill  yoivr 
father,  did  you,  with  your  own  hands  ? 
W.A.     No,    Sirj    I  did  not    cut 
his  throat ;  but  I  cut  the  thread  of  all 
his  comforts,  and  fhortened  his  days  ; 
I  broke  his  heart  by  the  rnoft  ur 
ful  unnatural  return  for  the  molt  ten- 
der affeclionate  treatment  that  ever  fa* 
ther  gave  or  child  could  receive. 

R.  C.  Weil,  I  did  not  afk  you  about 
your  father,  to  extort  this  conteffion* 
I  pray  God  i^ive  you  ivpenrniic; 
and   forgive* "you"  that,    and    a!.1 
other  fins;  but  I  afked  you,  br-  • 

lee,  that  though  you  have  n<:: 
lea: 
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learning,  yet  you  are  not  fo  ignorant 
as  iorne  are,  in  things  that  are  good  ; 
that  you  have  known  more  of  religion 
a  great  deal  than  you  have  pra&iled. 

W.  A.  Though  you,  Sir,  did  not 
extort  the  confeflion  that  I  make  about 
my  father,  confcience  does ;  and  when- 
ever we  come  to  look  back  upon  our 
Jives,  the  fins  againtt  our  indulgent 
parents  are  certainly  the  firft  that  touch 
us j  the  wounds  they  make,  lie  deep- 
eft;  and  the  weight  they  leave,  will  lie 
heavieft  upon  the  mind,  of  all  the  fins 
we  can  commit. 

R.  C.  You  talk  too  feelingly  and 
fcnfible  for  me,  Atkins:  I  cannot 
bear  it. 

W.  A.  You  bear  it,  matter  I  I  dare 
fay  you  know  nothing  of  it. 

R.  C.    Yes,   Atkins }    every  fhore, 
every  hill,  nay,  I  may  fay,  every  tree 
in  this  ifland  is  witneis  to  the  anguifh 
of  my   foul   for  my  ingratitude   and 
bafe  ufage  of  a  good  tender  father  j  a 
father  much  like  yours,  by  your  de- 
fcription ;  and  I  murdered  my  father 
as  well   as   you,  Will  Atkins  j    but 
think,  for  all  that,  my  repentance  is 
fliort  of  yours  too  by  a  great  deal. 
£1  would  have  laid  more,  if  I  could 
have  reftrained  my  paflions  ;  but 
I  thought  this  poor  man's  repent- 
ance was  fo  much  iincerer  than 
mine,  that  I  was  going  to  leave 
off  the  diicourie,  and  retire  :  for 
I   was    furpnzed   with   what   he 
faidj  and  thought,  that  infteadof 
my  going  about  to  teach  and  in- 
ftruft  him,  the  man  was  made  a 
teacher  and  inftruclor  to  me,  in  a 
moft  furprizing  and   unexpe6ted 
manner.] 

I  laid  all  this  before  the  young  cler- 
gyman, who  was  greatly  affecled  with 
it,  and   faid   to  me,  '   Did  I  not  fay, 
Sir,  that  when  this  man  was  con- 
verted, he  would  preach  to  us  all?  I 
tell   you,  Sir,  if  this  one  man   be 
made  a  true  penitent,  here  will  be 
no  need  of  me  ;  he  will  make  Chrif- 
tians  of  all  in  the  ifland.'    But,  hav- 
ing a  little  compofed  myfelf,  I  renew- 
ed my  difcourfe  with  Will  Atkins. 

«  But,  Will,'  faid  I,  «  how  comes 
*'  the  fenfe  of  this  matter  to  touch  you 
'  juft  now?' 

W.  A.  Sir,  you  have  fet  me  about 
a  work  that  has  ftruck  a  dart  through 
my  very  foul:  I  have  been  talking 
about  God  and  religion  to  my  wife, 
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in  order,  as  you  directed  me,  to  make 
a  Chriftian  of  her  j  and  me  has  preach- 
ed fuch  a  fermon  to  me,  as  I  mall 
never  forget  while  I  live. 

R.  C.  No,  noj  it  is  not  your  wife 
has  preached  to  youj  but  when  you 
were  moving  religious  arguments  to 
her,  confcience  has  flung  them  back 
upon  you. 

W.  A.  Ay,  Sir,  with  fuch  a  force 
as  it  is  not  to  be  reiifted. 

R.  C.  Pray,  Will,  let  us  know 
what  pafTed  between  you  and  your 
wife ;  for  I  know  fomething  of  it  al- 
ready ? 

W.  A.  Sir,  it  is  impoffible  to  give 
you  a  full  account  of  it ;  I  am  too  full 
to  hold  it,  and  yet  have  no  tongue  to 
exprefs  itj  but  let  her  have  faid  what 
fhe  will,  and  though  I  cannot  give 
you  an  account  of  it,  this  I  can  tell 
you  of  it,  that  I  refoive  to  amend  and 
reform  my  life. 

R.  C.  But  tell  us  fome  of  it.  How 
did  you  begin,  Will?  For  this  has 
been  an  extraordinary  cafe,  that  is 
certain;  fhe  has  preached  a  fermon, 
indeed,  if  me  has  wrought  this  upon 
you. 

W.  A.  Why,  I  firft  told  her  the 
nature  of  our  laws  about  marriage, 
and  what  the  reafons  were,  that  men 
and  women  were  obliged  to  enter  into 
fuch  compacts,  as  it  was  neither  in 
the  power  of  one  or  other  to  break ; 
that  otherwife  order  and  jultice  could 
not  be  maintained,  and  men  would  run 
from  their  wives,  and  abandon  their 
children,  mix  confufedly  with  one 
another,  and  neither  families  be  kept 
entire,  nor  inheritances  be  fettled  by  a 
legal  defcent. 

R.  C.  Youtalklikeacivilian,Will. 
Could  you  make  her  underftand  what 
you  meant  by  inheritance  and  fami- 
lies ?  They  know  no  fuch  thing  among 
the  favages,  but  marry  any  how,  with- 
out any  regard  to  relation,  con  fan - 
guinity,  or  family;  brother  and  fitter} 
nay,  as  I  have  been  told,  even  the  fa- 
ther and  daughter,  and  the  fon  and 
the  mother. 

W.  A.  I  believe,  Sir,  you  are  mif- 
informed  j  and  my  wife  afTures  me  of 
the  contrary,  and  that  they  abhor  it : 
perhaps,  for  any  farther  relations, 
they  may  not  be  fo  exaft  as  we  are  j 
but  fhe  tells  me,  they  never  touch  one 
another  in  the  near  relations  you  fpeak 
of. 

E  e  2.  R.  C* 
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R.  C.  Well,  what  did  (he  fay  to 
what  you  told  her? 

W.  A.  She  faid,  fhe  liked  it  very 
well,  and  it  was  much  better  than  in 
her  country. 

R.  C.  But,  did  you  tell  her  what 
marriage  was  ? 

W.  A.  Ay,  ay;  there  began  all 
our  dialogue.  'l  aflced  her,  if  (he  would 
be  married  to  me  our  way  ?  She  afked 
me,  what  way  that  was?  I  told  her, 
marriage  was  appointed  of  God  j  and 
here  we  had  a  ftrange  talk  together, 
indeed,  as  ever  man  and  wife  had,  I 
believe. 

[N.  B.  This  dialogue  between  Will 
Atkins  and  his  wife,  as  I  took  it 
down  in  writing,  ju(t  after  he 
told  it  me,  was  as  follows  :] 

WIFE.  Appointed  by  your  God! 
Why,  have  you  a  God  in  your  coun- 
try ? 

W.  A.  Yes,  my  cfearj  God  is  in 
every  country. 

WIFE.  No  your  God  is  my  country  ; 
my  country  have  the  great  old  Bena- 
muckee  god. 

W.  A.  Child,  I  am  very  unfit  to 
fhew  you  who  God  is;  God  is  in  hea- 
ven, and  made  the  heaven  and  the 
earth,  the  lea,  and  all  that  in  them  is. 

WIFE.  No  makee  de  earth  ;  no  you 
God   makee  de  earth  j  no  makee  my 
'country. 

[Will  Aikins  laughed  a  little  at  her 
expreflion  of  God  not  making  her 
Coir  try.] 

WIFE.  No  laugh:  why  laugh  me? 
This  no  ting  to  laugh. 

£He  was  jultly  reproved  by  his  wife ; 
for  (he  was  more  ferious  than  he 
at  firlt.] 

W.  A.  That's  true,  indeed;  I  will 
not  laugh  any  more,  my  dear. 

WIFE.  Why  you  fay,  you  God 
make  all  ? 

W.  A.  Yes,  child,  our  God  made 
the  whole  world,  and  you,  and  me, 
and  all  things  ;  for  he  is  the  only  true 
God  ;  there  is  no  God  but  he;  he 
lives  for  evtr  in  heaven. 

WIFE.  Why  you  no  tell  me  long 
ago  ? 

W.  A.  That's  true,  indeed  ;  but  I 
have  been  a  wicked  wretch,  and  have 
not  only  forgotten  to  acquaint  thee 
with  any  thing  before,  but  have  lived 
without  God  in  the  world  myfclf. 

WIFE.  What  have  you  de  great 
God  in  your  country,  you  no  know 


him  ?  No  fay  0 1  to  him  ?  No  do  good 
ting  for  him?    That  no  impoffible! 

W.  A.  It  is  too  true  thouL'h, 
that:   we   live  as  if  (lure  was   no  God 
in  heaven,  or  that  he  had  no  power  on. 
earth. 

WIFE.  But  why  God  let  you  do  fo? 
Why  he  no  make  you  good  n . 

W.  A.    It  is  all  our  own  fault. 

WIFE.  But  you  fay  me,  he  is  great, 
much  great,  have  much  great  power  j 
can  make  kill  when  he  will;  why  he 
no  makee  kill  when  you  no  fervc  him  ? 
No  fay  0 1  to  him  ?  No  be  good 
mans  ! 

W.  A.  That  is  true  ;  he  might 
(hike  me  dead,  and  I  ought  to  expecl: 
it;  for  I  have  been  a  wicked  wretch, 
that  is  true;  but  God  is  merciful,  and 
dof^  vut  cical  with  us  as  we  deferve. 

WIFE.  But  then,  do  not  you  tell 
God  tankee  for  that  too  ? 

W.  A.  No,  indeed :  I  have  not 
thanked  God  for  his  mercy,  any  more 
than  I  have  feared  God  for  his  power. 

WIFE.  Then  you  God  no  God  j 
me  no  think,  believe  he  be  fuch  one, 
great  much  power,  ftrong  ;  no  makee 
kill  you,  though  you  makee  him  much 
angry. 

W.  A.  What!  will  my  wicked  life 
hinder  you  from  believing  in  God  J 
What  a  dreadful  creature  am  I !  And 
what  a  fad  truth  is  it,  that  the  horrid 
lives  of  ChriMians  hinders  the  con- 
verfion  of  heathens. 

WIFE.  How  me  tink  you  have  great 
much  God  up  there,  and  yet  no  do  well, 
no  do  good  ting?  Can  he  tell  ?  Sure 
he  no  tell  what  you  do. 

[She  points  up  to  heaven.] 

W.  A.  Yes,  yes,  he  knows  and 
fees  all  things;  he  hears  us  fpeak, 
fees  what  we  do,  knows  what  we  think, 
though  we  do  not  (peak. 

WIFE.  What!  he  no  hear  you 
fwear,  curff,  (peak  the  great  damn? 

W.  A.    Yes,  >es,  he  hears  it  all. 

WIFE.  Where  be  then  the  muchee 
great  power  ftrong  ? 

W.  A.  He  is  merciful  ;  that  is 
all  we  can  fay  for  it:  and  this  proves 
him  to  be  the  true  God  ;  he  is  God 
and  not  man  ;  and  therefore  we  are  not 
con  fumed.  . 

[Here,  Will  Atkins  told  us,  he  wa» 
(buck  with  horror,  to  think  how 
he  could  tell  his  wife  fo  clearly, 
that  God  fees,  and  hears,  and 
knows  the  i'ecret  thoughts  of  the 
he  ait, 
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heart,  and  all  that  we  do  ;  and 
vet  that  he  had  dared  to  do  all  the 
vile  things  he  had  done.] 
WIFE.     Merciful  I  what  you  call 
dat? 

W.  A.  He  is  our  father  and  maker  ; 
and  he  pities  and  fpares  us. 

WIFE.  So  then  he  never  makee 
Jcill,  never  angry  when  you  do  wicked  ; 
then  he  no  good  himielf,  or  no  great 
able. 

W.  A.  Yes,  yes,  my  dear;  he  is 
infinitely  good,  and  infinitely  great, 
and  able  to  punim  too;  and  Ibme- 
times,  to  (hew  his  juftice  and  venge- 
ance, he  lets  fly  his  anger  to  deltroy 
Dinners,  and  make  examples ;  many 
are  cut  off  in  their  fins. 

WIFE.  But  no  makee  kill  you  yet. 
Then  he  tell  you,  may  be,  that  he  no 
niakee  you  kill  ;  fo  you  make  de  bar- 
gain with  him,  you  do  bad  ting,  he 
no  be  angry  at  you  when  he  be  angry 
at  other  mans  ? 

W.  A.  No,  indeed,  my  fins  are 
all  preemptions  upon  his  goodnefs; 
and  he  would  be  infinitely  juft  it  he 
deftroyed  me,  as  he  has  done  other 
jnen. 

WIFE.  Well,  and  yet  no  kill,  no 
makee  you  dead !  What  you  fay  to 
him  for  that  ?  You  no  tell  him  tankee 
for  all  that  too  ! 

W.  A.  I  am  an  unthankful,  un- 
grateful dog,  that  is  true. . 

WIFE.  Why  he  no  makee  you 
much  good  better  ?  You  fay  he  makee 
you  ? 

W.  A.  He  made  me  as  he  made 
all  the  world  ;  it  is  I  have  deformed 
myfelf,  and  abufed  his  goodnefs, 
and  have  made  myfelf  an  abominable 
wretch. 

WIFE.  I  wifh  you  makee  God 
know  me  ;  I  no  makee  him  angry  ;  I 
ho  do  l>ad  wicked  ting. 

[Here,  Will  Atkins  laid,  his  heart 
funk  within  him,  to  hear  a  poor  un- 
taught creature  deli  re  to  be  taught 
to  know  God ;  and  he  fuch  a 
wicked  wretch  rhat  he  could  not 
fay  one  word  to  her  about  God, 
but  what  the  reproach  of  his  own 
carriage  would  make  moft  irra- 
tional to  her  to  believe  j  nay,  that 
already  fhe  could  not  believe  in 
God,  becaufehe  that  was  fo  wick- 
ed was  not  dellroyed. 
W.  A.  My  dear,  you  mean  you 
With  I  could  teach  you  to  know  God, 


not  God  to  know  you  5  for  he  knows 
you  already,  and  every  thought  in  your 
heart. 

WIFE.  Why  then  he  know  what  I 
fay  to  you  now;  he  know  me  wifh  to 
know  him.  How  {hall  me  know  who 
makee  me  ? 

W.  A.  Poor  creature !  he  muft 
teach  thee;  I  cannot  teach  thee :  I'll 
pray  to  him  to  teach  thee  to  know  him ; 
and  to  forgive  me  that  I  am  unworthy 
to  teach  thee. 

[The  poor  fellow  was  in  fuch  an  ago- 
ny at  her  defiring  him  to  make  her 
know  God,  jyid  her  wiftiing  to 
know  hiin,  that,  he  faid,  he  fell 
down  on  his  knees  before  her, 
and  prayed  to  God  to  enlighten 
her  mind  with  the  faving  know- 
ledge of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  to  par- 
don his  fins,  and  accept  of  his  be- 
ing the  unworthy  instrument  of  in- 
Itrucling  her  in  the  principles  of 
religion;  after  which  he  fat  down 
by  her  again;  and  their  dialogue 
went  on. 

N.B.  This  was  the  time  when  we 
faw  him  kneel  down  and  lift  up 
his  hands.] 

WIFE.  What  you  put  down  the 
knee  for?  What  you  hold  up  the 
hand  for  ?  What  you  fay?  Who  you 
fpeak  to  ?  What  is  that  ? 

W.  A.  My  dear,  I  bow  my  knees 
in  token  of  my  lubmiflion  to 'him  that 
made  me.  I  faid  O  to  him,  as  you. 
call  it,  and  as  you  fay  your  old  mem 
do  to  their  idol  Benamuckee  ;  that  is, 
I  prayed  to  him. 

WIFE.  What  you  fay  O  to  him 
for? 

W.  A.  I  prayed  to  him  to  open, 
your  eyes  and  your  underftanding,  that 
you  may  know  him,  and  be  accepted 
by  him. 

WIFE.     Can  he  do  that  too  ? 
W.  A.     Yes,  he  can  ;  he  can  dp  all 
things. 

WIFE.  But  he  no  hear  what  you 
fay? 

.  W.  A.  Yes,  he  has  bid  us  pray  to 
him  ;  and  promifed  to  hear  us. 

WIFE.  Bid  you  prny  ?  When  he1 
bid  you  ?  How  he  bid  you  ?  What  I 
you  hear  him  Ipeak  ? 

W.  A.  No,  we  do  not  hear  him 
fpeak  ;  but  he  has  revealed  himfelf 
many  ways  to  us. 

[Here  he  was  at  a  great  lofs^tomake 
her  understand,  that  God  had  re- 
vealed 
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vealed  bimfelf  to  us  by  his  word, 

and  what  his  word  was  ;  but  at 

laft  he  told  her  thus.] 

W.  A.      God  has  fpoken  to  fome 

good  men  in  former  days,  even   from 

IkeaVen,  by  plain  words ;  and  God  has 

infpired  good  men  by  his  Spirit;  and 

they  have  written  all  his  laws  in  a  book. 

WIFE.      Me  no  underftand  that. 

"Where  is  book  ? 

W.  A.  Alas  '.  my  poor  creature,- 
I  have  no;  this  book  ;  but  I  hope  I 
fhall  one  time  or  other  get  it  for  you  to 
read  it. 

[Here  lie  embraced  her  with  great 
affe&ion,  but    with   inexprcilibie 
grief  that  he  had  not  a  bible.] 
WIFE.     But  how  you  makee  me 
know  that  God  teachee  them  to  write 
that  book  ? 

W.  A.  By  the  fame  rule  that  we 
know  him  to  be  God. 

WIFE.  What  rule,  what  way  you 
know  ? 

W.  A.  Becaufe  he  teaches  and 
commands  nothing  but  what  is  good, 
righteous,  and  holy;  and  tends  to 
fcake  us  perfectly  good  as  well  as  per- 
ieclly  happy  ;  and  becaufe  he  forbids 
znd  commands  us  to  avoid  all  that  is 
wicked,  that  is  evil  initfelf,  or  evil  in 
jt'sconfequences. 

WIFE.  That  me  would  under- 
hand, that  me  fain  fee  j  if  he  reward 
all  good  thing,  punifh  all  wicked 
thing,  he  teachee  all  good  thing,  for- 
bid all  wicked  thing,  he  make  all  thing, 
he  give  all  thing  ;  he  hear  me  when  I 
fay  O  to  him,  as  you  go  to  do  juft 
now  ;  he  makee  me  good,  if  I  wifh  be 
good  ;  he  fpare  me,  no  makee  kill  me 
when  I  no  be  good;  all  this  you  fay 
he  do  j  yes,  he  be  great  God  ;  me  take, 
think,  believe  him  be.  great  God  ; 
me  fay  O  to  him  too,  with  you,  my 
dear. 

£Here,  the  poor  man  faid,  he  could 
forbear  no  longer  5  but,  raifingher 
\ip,  made  her  kneel  by  him  ;  and 
he  prayed  to  God  aloud,  ;o  in- 
itrucl  her  in  the  knowledge  of  him- 
felf  by  his  Spirit}  and  that  by  fome 
good  providence,  if  poflible,  fhe 
might  fome  time  or  other  come  to 
have  a  Bible,  that  fhe  might  read 
the  word  of  God,  and  be  taught 
by  him  to  know  him. 
This  was  the  time  that  we  faw  him 
Jitt  her  up  by  the  hand,  arid 


faw  him  kneel  down  by  her,  as 
above.] 

They  had  fevtral  other  difcourfes, 
it  fcems,  after  this,  too  long  to  fct 
down  here;  and  particularly  (he  made 
him  promife,  that  lince  he  confefled 
his  own  life  had  been  a  wicked  abomi- 
nable courfe  of  provocation  again  (I 
God,  that  he  would  reform  it,  and 
not  make  God  angry  any  more,  left 
he  fhould  make  him  dead,  as  fhe  call- 
ed it,  and  then  me  mould  be  left  aloiu:, 
and  never  be  taught  to  know  this 
God  better;  and  left  he  fhould  be  mi- 
ferable,  as  he  had  told  her  wicked 
men  fhould  be  after  death. 

This  was  a  Itrange  account,  and 
very  affecting  to  us  both,  but  parti- 
cularly the  young  clergyman  :  he  was 
indeed  wonderfully  furpnzed  with  it^ 
but  under  the  greateft  affliction  imagi- 
nable, that  he  could  not  talk  to  her  j 
that  he  could  not  fpeak  Englifh  to 
make  her  underftand  him  ;  and  as  me 
fpoke  but  very  broken  Englifh,  he 
could  not  under/land  her.  However, 
he  turned  himfelf  tome,  and  told  me, 
that  he  believed  there  muft  be  more  to 
do  with  this  woman  than  to  many 
her.  I  did  not  underftand  him  at  firft, 
but  at  length  he  explained  himfcU; 
viz.  that  me  ought  to  be  baptized. 

I   agreed  with  him  in  that  part  rea- 
dily, and  was  for  going  about  it  pre- 
fently.     '  No,  no ;  hold,  Sir,'  faid  he  j 
though  I  would   have  her  baptized 
by   all  means,  yet  I   mull  oblerve, 
that  Will  Atkins,  her  hufband,  has, 
indeed,  brought  her  in  a  wonderful 
manner  to  be  willing  to  embrace  a 
religious    life;  and    has   given    her 
ju(t  ideas  of  the  being  of  a  God,  of 
his  power,  juftice,  and  mercy;  yet 
I  delire  to  know  of  him,  if  he  has 
faid  anything  to  her  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  of   the  falvation  of  linners  ;  of 
the  nature  of  faith  in  him,  and  the 
redemption  by  him  ;  of  the  Holy  Spi- 
rit, tiie  rdurrec'tion,  the  laft  judg- 
ment, and  a  future  ftate.* 
I    called   Will    Atkins  again,   and 
alked   him  ;  but  the  poor  fellow  fell 
immediately   into  tears,  and  told  us, 
he    had     laid    fomething    to    her    of 
all     thofe   things,     but    that   he    was 
himfeif  fo  wicked  a  creature,  and  his 
own  conference  fo  reproached  him  with 
his  horrid  ungodly  life,    that  he  trem- 
bled at  the  apprehcniions  that  her  know-. 
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ledge  of  him  fliould  leflen  the  attention 
me  fliould  give  to  thofe  things,  and 
make  her  rather  contemn  religion  than 
receive  it.  But  he  was  allured,  he  faid, 
that  her  mind  was  fo  difpofed  to  ra- 
ceivedueimpreffionsof  all  thofe  things, 
that  if  I  would  but  difcourfe  with  her 
me  would  make  it  appear  to  my  fans- 
faction,  that  my  labour  would  not  be 
loll  upon  her. 

According  I  called  her  in,  and  plac- 
ing myfelf  as  interpreter  between  my 
religious  prieft  and  the  woman,  I  in- 
treated  him  to  begin  with  her:  but 
fare  fuch  a  fermon  was  never  preached 
by  a  Popifli  prieft  in  thefe  latter  ages 
of  the  world  !  and,  as  I  told  him,  I 
thought  he  had  all  the  zeal,  all  the 
knowledge,  all  the  fincerity  of  a  Chrif- 
tian,  without  the  errors  of  a  Roman 
Catholick  j  and  that  I  took  him  to  be 
fuch  a  clergyman  as  the  Roman  bi- 
fliops  were  before  the  church  of  Rome 
affumed  fpiritual  fovereignty  over  the 
confciences  of  men. 

In  a  word,  he  brought  the  poor  wo- 
man to  embrace  the  knowledge  of 
Chrift,  and  of  redemption  by  him  j  not 
with  wonder  and  aitoni/hment  only, 
as  me  did  the  firft  notions  of  a  God, 
but  with  joy  and  faith,  with  an  affec- 
tion, and  a  furprizing  degree  of  un- 
deritanding,  fcarce  to  be  imagined, 
much  lefs  expreffed ;  and  at  her  own 
requeft  fiie  was  baptized. 

When  he  was  preparing  to  baptize 
her,  I  intreated  him  that  he  would 
perform  that  office  with  fome  caution, 
that  the  man  might  not  perceive  he 
was  of  the  Roman  church,  if  pollible; 
becaufe  of  other  ill  confequences  which 
might  attend  a  difference  among  us  in 
•  that  very  religion  which  we  were  in- 
fluking  the  other  in.  He  told  me, 
that  as  he  had  no  coniecrated  chapel, 
iior  proper  things  for  the  office,  I 
mould  lee  he  would  do  it  in  a  manner 
that  I  fhould  not  know  by  it  that  he 
was  a  Roman  Catholick  myfelf,  if  I 
liad  not  known  it  before  :  and  fo  he 
did! ;  for  faying  only  fome  words  over 
to  himfelf  in  Latin,  which  I  could  not 
undeiftand,  he  poured  a  whole  dim  fall 
of  water  upon  the  woman's  head,  pro- 
nouncing in  French  very  loud, «  Mary,* 
(which  was  the  name  her  hufband  de- 
iired  me  to  gjve  her,  for  I  was  her 
godfather)  <  1  baptize  thee  in  the  name 
«  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of 
*  the  Holy  Gliolt.1  So  that  none  could 


know  any  thing  by  it  what  religion  he 
was  of.  He  gave  the  benediction  af- 
terwards in  Latin;  but  either  Will 
Atkins  did  not  know  but  it  was  in 
French,  or  elfe  did  not  take  notice  oi: 
it  at  that  time. 

As  foon  as  this  was  over,  he  mar- 
ried them.  And  after  the  marriage 
was  over,  he  turned  himfelf  to  Will 
Atkins,  and  in  a  very  affectionate  man- 
ner exhorted  him,  not  only  to  perfe- 
veie  in  that  good  difpofition  he  was 
in,  but  to  fupport  the  convictions  that 
were  upon  him,  by  a  refolution  to  re- 
form his  life  j  told  him  it  was  in  vain 
to  fay  he  repented,  if  he  did  not  for- 
fake  his  crimes;  reprefented  to  him 
how  God  had  honoured  him  with  be- 
ing the  instrument  of  bringing  his  wife 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Chriftiaii  re- 
ligion ;  and  that  he  fliould  be  careful 
he  did  not  difhonour  the  grace  of  God  9 
and  that  if  he  did,  he  would  fee  the 
heathen  a  better  Chriitian  than  him- 
felf; the  favage  converted,  and  the  in- 
ftrument  calt  away. 

He  faid  a  great  many  good  things  to 
them  both,  and  then  recommended 
them,  in  a  few  words,  to  God's  good- 
nefs,  gave  them  the  benediction  again, 
I  repeating  everything  to  them  in  Eii- 
glifli :  and  thus  ended  the  ceremony. 
I  think  it  was  the  moft  pleafant  agree- 
able day  to  me  that  ever  I  paffed  ia 
my  whole  life. 

But  my  clergyman  had  not  done 
yetj  his  thoughts  hung  continually 
upon  the  converlion  of  the  thirty- feven 
favages  ;  and  fain  he  would  have  ftaid 
upon  the  ifland  to  have  undertaken  it  j 
but  I  convinced  him,  ift.  That  his 
undertaking  was  impracticable  in  it- 
felf;  and,  adly,  That,  perhaps,  I 
would  put  it  into  a  way  of  being  done, 
in  his  abfence,  to  his  fatisfaction, 
Of  which  by  and  by. 

Having  thus  brought  the  affairs  of 
the  illand  to  a  narrow  compafs,  I  was 
preparing  to  go  on  board  the  fhip, 
when,  the  young  man,  whom  I  had 
taken  out  of  the  Spaniili  (hip's  com- 
pany, came  to  me,  and  told-  me,  he 
wnderftood  I  had  a  clergyman  with  me  j 
and  that  I  had  cauied  the  Englifhmen 
to  be  married  to  the  favages,  whom 
they  called  wives  ;  that  he  had  a  match 
too,  which  he  deflred  might  be  finifn- 
ed  before  I  went,  between  two  Chril- 
tians  j.  which,  he  hoped,  would  not  be 
me* 

I  knew 
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I  knew  this  muft  be  the  young  wo- 
man  who  was  his   mother's  fervant, 
for  there  was   no  other  Chriitian  wo- 
man on  the  ifl.tnd  ;  lb  I  began  to  per- 
fuade  him  not  to  do  any  thing  of  that 
kind  raftily,  or  becaufe  he  found  him- 
felf  in   this  folitary  circumftance.     I 
reprefented,    that   he    had  Tome  con- 
ficierable  fubftance  in  the  world,  and 
good  friends,  as  I  underftood  by  him- 
i'elf,  and  by  his  maid  alfoj  that  the 
maid  was  tiot  only  poor,  and  a  fer- 
vant,   but  was   unequal   to   bi*n,   (he 
being  twenty-fix  or  twenty-feven  years 
old,    and   he   not  above   feventeen  or 
eighteen  j  that  he  might,  very  proba- 
bly, with  my  afliftance,  make  a  remove 
from  this  wildernefs,  and   come  into 
his  own  country  again  j  and  that  then 
it  would  be  a  thoufand  to  one  but  he 
would  repent  his  choice;  and  the  dif- 
like  of  that  circumftance  might  be  dif- 
advantageous  to  both.     I  was   going 
to  fay  more,  but  he  interrupted  me, 
fmiling,    and  told   me,  with  a   great 
deal  of  modefty,  that  I  miftook  in  my 
gueffes ;  that  he  had   nothing  of  that 
kind  in  his  thoughts,  his  prelent  cir- 
cumftances  being  melancholy  and  dif- 
confolate  enough  j    and  he  was  very 
glad  to  hear,  that  I  had  thoughts  of 
putting  them  in  a  way  to  fee  their  own 
country  again  ;  and  that  nothing  fhould 
have  fet  him  upon  ftaying  there,  but 
that  the  voyage  I  was  going  was  ex- 
ceeding long  and  hazardous,  and  would 
carry  him  quite  out  of  the  reach  of 
all  his  friends  ;  that  he   had   nothing 
to  defire  of  me,  but  that  I  would  fettle 
him    in    fome    little  property   in    the 
iftand  where  he  was ;  give  him  a  fer- 
vant or  two,  and  fome  few  neceflaries, 
and  he  would  fettle  himfelf  here  like  a 
planter,  waiting  the  good  time  when, 
if  ever  I  returned  to  England,  I  would 
redeem   him,  and  hoped  I  would   not 
be  unmindful  of  him  when  I  came  to 
England  ;  that  he  would  give  me  fome 
letters  to   his   friends  in  London,  to 
let  them  know  how  good  I  had  been 
to  him,  and  what  part  of  the  world, 
and  what  circumUnnces  I  had  left  him 
in.     And  he  promifed  me,  that  when- 
ever I  redeemed  him,  the  plantation, 
and  all  the  improvements  he  had  nvule 
vpon  it,  let  the  value  be  what  it  would, 
ihould  be  wholly  mine. 

His  difcourfe  was  very  prettily  de- 
livered, confidering  his  youth  ;  and 
•was  the  more  agreeable  to  me,  becaufe 


he  told  me  pofitively  the  match  wa4 
not  for  himfelf.  I  gave  him  all  pof* 
fible  aflurances,  that  if  I  lived  to  come 
fafe  to  England,  I  would  deliver  his 
letters,  and  do -his  hufinefs  effectually  ; 
and  that  he  might  depend  I  would 
never  forget  the  circumltances  I  left 
him  in  ;  but  ftill  I  was  impatient  to 
know  who  was  the  perfon  to  be  mar- 
ried :  upon  which  he  told  me,  it  was 
my  Jack  of  all  Trades  and  his  maid 
Sufan. 

I  was  mod  agreeably  furprized  when 
he  named  the  match  ;  for,  indeed,  I 
had  thought  it  very  fuitable.  The 
character  of  that  man  I  have  given  al- 
ready ;  and  as  for  the  maid,  me  was  a 
very  honeft,  mooted,  fobor,  and  reli- 
gious young  woman  ;  had  a  very  good 
fhare  of  fenfe;  was  agreeable  enough 
in  her  perfon  ;  fpoke  very  handfomely, 
and  to  the  purpofe  ;  always  with  de- 
cency and  good  manners,  and  not 
backward  to  fpeak,  when  'any  thing 
required  it,  or  impertinently  forward 
to  fpeak  when  it  was  not  her  bu- 
finefs  ;  very  handy  and  houfewifely 
in  any  thing  that  was  before  her  j  an 
excellent  manager,  and  fitted  indeed 
to  have  been  governefs  to  the  whole 
ifland  j  (he  knew  very  well  how  to  be- 
have herfelf  to  all  kind  of  folks  me  had 
about  her,  and  to  better,  if  me  had 
found  any  ther«. 

The  match  being  propofed  in 'this 
manner,  we  married  them  the  fame 
day  j  and,  as  I  was  father  at  the  altar, 
as  I  may  fay,  and  gave  her  away,  fo 
I  gave  her  a  portion  ;  for  I  appointed 
her  and  her  hufband  a  handfome  large 
fpace  of  ground  for  their  plantation  j 
and,  indeed,  this  match,  and  the  pro- 
pofal  the  young  gentleman  made  to 
me,  to  give  him  a  fmall  property  in 
the  ifland,  put  me  upon  parcelling  it 
out  among  them,  that  they  might  not 
quarrel  afterwards  about  their  fitua- 
tion. 

This  fharing  out  the  land  to  them 
I  left  to  Will  Atkins;  who,  indeed, 
was  now  grown  a  molt  fober,  grave, 
managing  fellow,  perfectly  reformed, 
exceeding  pious,  and  religious,  and, 
as  far  as  I  may  be  allowed  to  fpeak 
pofitively  in  fuch  a  cafe,  I  verily  be- 
lieve, was  a  true,  fincere  penitent. 

He  divided  things  fo  juitly,  and  fo 

much  to  every  one's  fatisfaclion,  that 

they  only  delired  one   geiun.il  writing 

under  my  hand  for  the  whole;  which 

I  caufed 
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I  caufed  to  be  dravrn  up,  and  figned 
and  fealed  to  them,  fetting  out  the 
bounds  and  fituation  of  every  man's 
plantation,  and  teltifying,  that  I  gave 
them  thereby,  feverally,  a  right  to  the 
whole  poffeffion  and  inheritance  of  the 
refpeclive  plantations  or  farms,  with 
their  improvements,  to  them  and  their 
heirs;  referving  all  the  reft  of  the 
ifland  as  my  own  property,  and  a  cer- 
tain rent  for  every  particular  planta- 
tion, after  eleven  years,  if  I  or  any 
one  from  me,  or  in  my  name,  came  to 
demand  it,  producing  an  atteiled  copy 
of  the  fame  writing. 

As  to  the  government  and  laws  among 
them,  I  told  them  I  was  not  capable  of 
giving  them  better  rules  than  they  were 
able  to  give  themfelves;  only  made 
them  promife  me,  to  live  in  love  and 
good  neighbourhood  with  oneinothw. 
And  fo  I  prepared  to  leave  them. 

One  thing  I  muil  not  omit ;  and 
that  is,  that  being  now  fettled  in  a 
kind  of  commonwealth  among  them- 
felves, and  having  much  bufinefs  in 
hand,  it  was  but  odd  to  have  feven 
and  thirty  Indians  live  in  a  nook  of 
the  ifland,  independent,  and  indeed 
unemployed  j  for,  excepting  the  pro- 
viding themlelves  food,  which  they  had 
difficulty  enough  in  fometimes,  they 
had  no  manner  of  bufinefs  or  property 
to  manage.  I  propofed  therefore  to 
the  governor  Spaniard,  that  he  fliould 
go  to  them  with  Friday's  father,  and 
propofe  to  them  to  remove,  and  either 
plant  for  themfelves,  or  take  them  into 
their  feveral  families  as  fervants,  to  be 
maintained  for  their  labour,  but  without 
being  abfolute  flaves  ;  for  I  would  not 
admit  them  to  make  them  flaves  by 
force  by  any  means,  becaufe  they  had 
their  liberty  given  by  capitulation, 
and,  as  it  were,  articles  of  furrender, 
which  they  ought  not  to  break. 

They  moft  willingly  embraced  the 
propofal,  and  came  all  very  chearful 
along  with  him.  So  we  allotted  them 
land  and  plantations,  which  three  or 
four  accepted  of,  but  all  the  reii  chofe 
to  be  employed  as  fervants  in  the  fe- 
veral  families  we  had  fettled  ;  and  thus 
my  colony  was  in  a  manner  fettled, 
as  follows.  The  Spaniards  poffefled 
fny  original  habitation,  which  was  the 
capital  city,  and  extended  their  planta- 
tion all  along  the  fide  of  the  brook, 
which  made  the  creek,  that  I  have  fo 
•ften  defcrifcsd.  as  far  as  ray  bower; 
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and  as  they  increafed  their  cultnre,  it 
went  always  eaftward  :  the  Englifti 
lived  in  the  north-eaft  part,  where  Will 
Atkins., and  his  comrades  began,  and 
came  on  fouthward  and  foufh-weft, 
towards  the  back  part  of  the  Spaniards  j 
and  every  plantation  had  a  great  addi- 
tion of  land  to  take  in,  if  they  found 
occafion ;  fo  that  they  need  not  joltle 
one  another  for  want  of  room. 

All  the  weft  end  of  the  ifla^d  was 
left  uninhabited,  that  if  any  of  the  fa- 
vages  fhould  come  on  fhore  there,  only 
for  their  ufual  cultomary  barbari- 
ties, they  might  come  and  go  j  if  they 
difturbed  nobody,  nobody  would  di- 
iturb  them  ;  and  no  doubt  but  they 
were  often  afhore,  and  went  away 
againj  for  I  never  heard  that  the  plan- 
ters were  ever  attacked  or  difturbed 
any  more. 

It  now  came  into  my  thoughts,  that 
I  had  hinted  to  my  friend  the  clergy- 
man, that  the  work  of  converting  the 
favages  might,  perhaps,  be  fet  on  foot 
in  his  abfence,  to  his  fatisfaclion  :  and 
I  told  him,  that  now  I  thought  it 
was  put  in  a  fair,  way ;  for  the  fa- 
vages  being  thus  divided  among  the 
Chriftians,  if  they  would  but  every  one 
of  them  do  their  part  with  thofe  which 
came  under  their  hands,  I  hoped  it 
might  have  a  very  good  effect. 

He  agreed  prefently  in  that,  '  If/ 
faid  he,  *  they  will  do  their  part  j  but 
'  how  fhall  we  obtain  that  of  them  ?' 
I  told  him,  we  would  call  them  all  to- 
gether, and  leave  it  in  charge  with 
them,  or  go  to  them  one  by  one, 
which  he  thought  beft;  fo  we  divided 
it  j  he  to  fpeak  to  the  Spaniards,  who 
were  all  Papifts  ;  and  I  to  the  Englifh, 
who  were  all  Proteftantsj  and  we  re- 
commended it  earneftly  to  them,  and 
made  them  promife,  that  they  would 
never  make  any  diftinftion  of  Papift 
or  Proteftant,  in  their  exhorting  the 
favages  to  turn  Chriftians;  but  teach 
them  the  general  knowledge  of  the  true 
God,  and  of  their  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  j 
and  theylikewife  promifed  us,  that  they 
would  never  have  any  differences  or 
dilputes,  one  with  another,  about  re- 
ligion. 

When  I  came  to  Will  Atkins's 
houie,  (if  I  may  call  it  fo,  for  iuch  a 
houle,  or  fuch  a  piece  of  bafket-work, 
I  believe,  was  not  ftandingin  the  world 
again}  I  Iky,  when  I  came  thither^  I 
found  the  youcg  woman  I  have  men- 
F  f  tioned 
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tioned  above,  nnd  Will  Atkins's  wife, 
were  become  intimates;  and  this  pru- 
dtnt,  religious  young  woman,  had 
perfeaed  the  work  Will  Atkins  had 
begun  ;  and  though  it  was  not  above 
four  days  after  what  I  have  related, 
yet  the  new  baptized  favage  woman 
was  made  fuch  a  Chriftian,  as  I  have 
feldom  heard  of  any  like  her  in  all 
my  obfervation  cr  converfation  in  the 
world. 

It  next  came  into  my  mind,  in  the 
morning,  before  I  went  to  them,  that 
among  all  the  needful  things  I  had  to 
leave  with  them,  I  had  not  left  a  Bible  ; 
in  which  I  mewed  myfelf  lefs  confider- 
ing  for  them,  than  my  good  friend 
the  widow  was  for  me,  when  fhe  fent 
me  the  cargo  of  lool.  from  Lifbon, 
where  flie  .packed  up  three  Bibles  and 
a  Prayer-book.  However,  the  good 
woman's  charity  had  a  greater  extent 
than  ever  fhe  imagined  ;  for  they  were 
referved  for  the  comfort  and  inftruc- 
tion  of  thofe  that  made  much  better 
ufe  of  them  than  I  had  done. 

I  took  one  of  the  Bibles  in  my 
pocket,  and  when  I  came  to  William 
Atkins's  tent  or  houfe,  I  found  the 
young  woman,  and  Atkins's  bap- 
tized wife,  had  been  difcourfing  of  re- 
ligion together;  (for  William  Atkins 
told  it  me  with  a  great  deal  of  joy.)  I 
alked,  if  they  were  together  now,  and 
lie  faid,  <  Yes.'  So  I  went  into 
the  houfe,  and  he  with  me,  and  we 
found  them  together  very  earneft  in 
difcourfe.  *  O,  Sir!'  fays  William 
Atkins,  *  when  God  has  fmners  to  re- 
concile to  himfelf,  and  aliens  to 
bring  home,  he  never  wants  a  mei- 
fenger  :  my  wife  has  got  a  new  in- 
flruclorj  I  knew  I  was  unworthy, 
as  I  was  uncapable  of  that  work. 
That  young  woman  has  been  fent 
hither  from  heaven;  me  is  enough 
to  convert  a  whole  ifland  of  favages.' 
The  young  woman  blufhed,  and  role 
\ip  to  go  away,  but  I  deiiied  her  to  fit 
fiill.  I  told  her  me  had  a  good  work 
upon  her  hands,  and  I  hoped  God 
would  blefs  her  in  it. 

We  talked  a  little,  and  I  did  not 
perceive  they  had  any  book  among 
them,  though  I  did  not  a/k;  but  I  put 
my  hand  in  my  pocket,  nnd  pulled 
out  my  Bible.  «  Here,'  laid  I  to  At- 
kins, '  1  have  brought  you  an  affiltant, 
'  that,  perhaps,  you  had  not  before.' 
The  man  was  ib  confounded,  that  he 


was  not  able  to  fpealc  for  foitie  time; 

but,  recovering  himfelf,  he  takes  it  with 

both   his  hands,    and   turning  to  his 

wife,  «  Here,  my  dear,'  fays  he;   «  did 

not  I  tell  you,  our  God,  though  he 

lives    above,    could    hear   what  we 

faid  !   Here  is  the  book  I  prayed  for, 

when  you  and  I  kneeled  down  under 

the  bufli ;  now  God  has  heard  us,  and 

fent  it.'     When  he   had   faid  thus, 

the  man   fell   into  fuch  tranfports  of 

a  palftonate  joy,  that  between  the  joy 

of  having  ir,  and  giving  God  thanks 

for  it,  tears  ran  down  his  face  like  a 

child  that  was  crying. 

The  woman  was  furprized,  and  was 
like  to  have  run  into  a  miftake  that 
none  of  us  were  aware  of;  for  fhe 
firmly  believed  God  had  fent  the  book 
upon  her  huiband's  petition.  It  is 
true,  that  providentially  it  was  fo,  and 
might  be  taken  fo  in  a  confequent 
fenfe;  but  I  believe  it  would  have 
been  no  difficult  matter,  at  that  time, 
to  have  perfuaded  the  poor  woman  to 
have  believed,  that  an  exprefs  mef- 
fenger  came  from  heaven  on  purpofe 
to  bring  that  individual  book  j  but  it 
was  too  ferious  a  matter,  to  fuffer 
any  delufion  to  take  place :  fo  I  turn- 
ed to  the  young  woman,  and  told  her, 
we  did  not  delire  to  impofe  upon  the 
new  convert  in  her  firlt  and  more 
ignorant  understanding  of  things  ; 
and  begged  her  to  explain  to  her,  that 
God  may  be  very  properly  faid  to 
anfwer  our  petitions,  when,  in  the 
courfe  of  his  providence,  fuch  things 
are,  in  a  particular  manner,  brought 
to  pals  as  we  petitioned  for ;  but 
we  do  not  expecl  returns  from  Heaven, 
in  a  miraculous  and  particular  man- 
ner ;  and  that  it  is  our  mercy  it  is  not 
fo. 

This  the  young  woman  did  after- 
wards effectually  j  fo  that  there  was, 
I  allure  you,  no  prieftcraft  ufed  here  ; 
and  I  mould  have  thought  it  one  of 
the  moll  unjuftifiable  frauds  in  the 
world,  to  have  had  it  fo.  But  the  fur- 
prize  of  joy  upon  Will  Atkins  is 
really  not  to  be  expVefled  ;  and  there, 
we  may  be  lure,  was  no  delufion. 
Sure  no  man  was  ever  more  thankful 
in  the  world  for  any  thing  of  it's  kind 
than  he  was  for  this  Bible;  and,  I 
believe,  never  any  man  was  glad  of  a 
Bible  from  a  better  principle ;  and 
though  he  had  been  a  molt  profligate 
creature,  defperate,  headfirong,  out- 
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rageous,  furious,  and  wicked,  to  a 
great  degree }  yet  this  man  is  a  ftand- 
ing  rule  to  us  all  for  the  well.i-flftrucl- 
ing  children  ;  viz.  that  parents  mould 
never  give  over  to  teach  and  inftruft, 
or  ever  defpair  of  the  fucceis  of  their 
endeavours,  let  the  children  be  ever  fo 
obftinate,  refractory,  or,  to  appear- 
ance, infenfible  of  inftruclion  ;  for,  if 
ever  God  in  his  providence  touches  the 
confciences  of  fuch,  the  force  of  their 
education  returns  upon  them,  and  the 
early  inftruclion  of  parents  is  not  loft, 
though  it  may  have  been  many  years 
laidafleep;  but,  fome  time  or  other, 
they  may  find  the  benefit  of  it. 

Thus  it  was  with  this  poor  man  : 
however  ignorant  he  was,  or  divefted 
of  religion  and  Chriftian  knowledge, 
he  found  he  had  fome  to  do  with  now 
more  ignorant  than  himfelf ;  and  that 
the  leaft  part  of  the  inftruclion  of  his 
good  father,  that  could  now  come  to 
his  mind,  was  of  ufe  to  him. 

Among  the  reft,  it  occurred  to  him, 
he  faid,  how  his  father  ufed  to  infift 
much  upon  the  inexpreffible  value  of 
the  Bible  j  the  privilege  and  bleffing 
of  it  to  nations,  families,  and  per-' 
fons  j  but  he  never  entertained  the 
leaft  notion  of  the  worth  of  it  till 
nowj  when,  being  to  talk  to  heathens, 
favages,  and  barbarians,  he  wanted 
the  help  of  the  written  oracle  for  his 
afliftance. 

The  young  woman  was  very  glad 
of  it  alfo,  for  the  prefent  occalion, 
though  fhe  had  one  j  and  fo  had  the 
youth  on  board  our  fhip,  among  the 
goods  which  were  not  yet  brought  on 
Jhore.  And  now,  having  faid  fo  ma- 
ny things  of  this  young  woman,  I  can- 
not omit  telling  one  ftory  more  of  her 
and  myfelf,  which  has  fomething  in 
it  very  informing  and  remarkable. 

I  have  related  to  what  extremity  the 
poor  young  woman  was  reduced ;  how 
her  miftrefs  was  ftarved  to  death,  and 
did  die  on  board  that  unhappy  fliip 
we  met  at  fea  j  and  how  the  whole 
fliip's  company  being  reduced  to  th» 
Jaft  extremity,  the  gentlewoman  and 
her  fon,  and  this  maid,  were  firft  hard- 
ly uled  as  to  provifions,  and  at  laft 
totally  neglected  and  ftarved  ;  that  is 
to  fay,  brought  to  the  laft  extremity 
of  hunger. 

One  day,  being  difcourfing  with  her 
upon  the  extremities  they  luffered,  I 
afked  her  if'flie  could  delcribe,  by 


what  me  felt,  what  it  was  to  ftarve, 
and  how  it  appeared.  She  told  me, 
fhe  believed  fhe  could ;  and  flie  told 
her  tale  very  diftinclly  thus  : 

'  Firft,' Sir,'   faid  fhe,   «  we  had  for 

*  fome  days  fared  exceeding  hard,  and 

*  flittered  very  great  hunger  ;  but  now, 

*  at  laft,  we  were  wholly  without  food 

*  of  any  kind,  except   fugar,    and  a 

<  little  wine,  and  a  little  water.     The 
'  firft  day,  after  I  had  received  no  food 

*  at  all,  I  found  myfelf  towards  even- 

*  ing,  firft  empty  and  fickifh  at  my 

*  ftomach  j  and  nearer  night,  mightily 

*  inclined  to  yawning,  and  fleepy.    I 
'  laid  down    on   a  couch  in  the  great. 
'•  cabin  to  fleep,  and  flept  about  three 
'  hours,  and  awaked  a  little  refreshed, 
'  having  taken  a  glafs  of  wine  when 

*  I  laid  down.  After  being  about  three 

*  hours  awake,    it   being   about  five 

*  o'clock  in  the  morning,  I  found  my- 
'  felf  empty,  and  my  ftomach  fickifh 
'  again,    and   laid  down   again  ;    but 
'  could  not    fleep  at   all,  being   very 

<  faint  and  ill  :  and  thus  I  continu- 
«  ed  all  the  fecond  day,  with  a  ftrange 

<  variety;  firft  hungry,  then  fick  again, 

*  with  reachings  to  vomit.  The  fecond 
(   night,  being  obliged   to  go  to  bed 

*  again  without  any  food  more  tn.m  a 

*  draught    of   fair  water,    and   being 
'  afleep,  I  dreamed  I  was  at  Barba- 

*  does,  and  that  the  market  was  migh- 
'  tily   ftocked  with  provifions  j  that  I 

*  bought  fome  for  my  miftrefs,    and 
'  went  and  dined  very  heartily. 

'  I  thought  my  ftomach  was  as  full 
'  after  this,  as  it  would  have  been 
1  after,  or  at  a  good  dinner;  but  when, 
'  I  waked,  I  was  exceedingly  funk  in 
'  my  fpirits,  to  find  myfelf  in  the ex- 

*  tremity  of  famine.     The   laft  glafs 

*  of  wine  we  had  I  drank,  and  pst 

*  fugar  into  it,  becaufe  of  it's  having 
'  fome  fpirit  to  fupply  •nourifhment  j 
'  but  there  being  no  fubftance  in  the 
1  ftomach  for   the  digefting   office   to 
'  work  upon,  I  found  the  only  effect 

*  of  the  wine  was,  to   raife  difagree- 

*  able  fumes  from  the  ftomach  into  the 
«  head  j  and  I  lay,  as   they   told   me, 
«  ftupid  and  fenlelefs,  as  one  drunk, 
'  tor  fome  time. 

*  The  third  day  in  the  morning1, 
'  after  a  night  of  ftrange  and  con- 

*  fuled    inconiiftent  dreams,  anci    ra- 
'  ther  dozing  than  Sleeping,  I  awaked, 
'  ravenous  and  furious  with  hunger  ; 

*  and  I  queftion,  had  not  my  un.'er- 
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(landing  returned  and  conquered  itj 
I  lay,  I  queftion  whether,  if  I  had 
been  a  mother,  and  had  hud  a  little 
child  with  me,  it's  life  would  have 
been  fafe  or  no. 

*  This  lafted  about  three  hours; 
during  which  time  I  was  twice  rag- 
ing mad  as  any  creature  in  Bed  l:\rn, 
as  my  young  mailer  told  me,  and  as 
he  can  now  inform  you. 

'  In  one  of  thefe  fits  of  lunacy  or 
diftraclion,  whether  by  the  motion 
of  the  fhip,  or  fome  (lip  of  my  foot, 
I  know  not,  I  fell  down,  and  ftruck 
my  face  againft  the  corner  of  a  pal- 
let-bed, in  which  my  miftrefs  lay; 
and  with  the  blow  the  blood  gufhed 
out  of  my  nofe;  and  the  cabin-boy 
bringing  me  a  little  baton,  I  fat 
down,  and  bled  into  it  a  great  deal; 
and  as  the  blood  ran  from  me,  I 
came  to  myielf ;  and  the  violence  of 
the  flame,  or  the  fever  I  was  in,  a- 
bated,  and  to  did  the  ravenous  part 
of  the  hunger. 

«  Then  I  grew  fick,  and  reached  to 
vomit,  but  could  not  ;  for  I  had 
nothing  in  my  ftornach  to  bring  up. 
After  I  had  bled  fome  time,  I  fwoon- 
ed,  and  they  all  believed  I  was  dead  ; 
but  I  came  to  myfelf  foon  after,  and 
then  had  a  moft  dreadful  pain  in  my 
ftomach,  not  to  be  defcribed  ;  net 
like  the  cholick,  but  a  gnawing  eager 
pain  for  food  ;  and,  towards  night, 
it  went  ofF  with  a  kind  of  earned 
wifhing  or  longing  for  food  ;  tome- 
thing  Tike,  as  I  fuppofe,  the  long- 
ing of  a  woman  with  child.  I  took 
another  draught  of  water,  with  f ci- 
gar in  it,  but  my  ftomach  loathed 
the  fugar,  and  brought  it  all  up 
again  :  then  I  took  a  draught  of  wa- 
ter without  fugar,  and  that  ftayed 
with  me  ;  and  laid  me  down  upon 
the  bed,  praying  moft  heartily  that 
it  would  pleafe  God  to  take  me  a- 
way ;  and  compofing  my  mind  in 
hopes  of  it,  I  llumbered  a  while ;  and 
then  waking,  thought  myfelf  dying, 
being  light  with  vapours  from  an 
empty  ftomach.  I  recommended  my 
foul  to  God,  and  earneftly  wifhed 
that  fomebody  would  throw  me  into 
the  fea. 

'  All  this  while  my  miftrefs  lay  by 
me,  jult,  as  I  thought,  expiring  ;  but 
bore  it  with  much  more  patience  tlnn 
I,  and  gave  the  laft  bit  of  bread  flie 
had  to  her  child,  my  young  mafter, 


who  would  not  have  taken  if,  hut 
flie  obliged  him  to  eat  it ;  and,  I  be* 
lieve,  it  faved  his  life. 
*  Towards  the  morning  I  flept  a- 
gain  :  and  full,  when  I  awaked,  I 
fell  into  a  violent  paflion  of  crying  j 
and  after  that,  had  a  fecond  fit  of 
violent  hunger,  to  that  I  got  up  ra- 
venous,  and  in  a  moft  dreadful  con- 
dition.  Had  my  miftrefs  been  dead, 
as  much  as  I  loved  her,  I  am  cer- 
tain  I  fhould  have  eaten  a  piece  of 
her  fle'h  with  as  much  relifli,  and  as 
unconcerned,  as  ever  I  did  the  flefti 
of  any  creature  appointed  for  food  j 
and  once  or  twice  I  was  going  to  bite 
my  own  arm.  At  laft,  I  favv  the  ba- 
ion  in  which  was  the  blood  I  had 
bled  at  my  nofe  the  day  before ;  I 
ran  to  it,  and  Iwallowed  it  with  fucli 
hafte,  and  fuch  a  greedy  appetite, 
as  if  I  had  wondered  nobody  had 
taken  it  before,  and  afraid  it  Ihould 
be  taken  from  me  now. 
'  Though  after  it  was  down,  the 
thoughts  of  it  filled  me  with  horror, 
yet  it  checked  the  fit  of  hunger ;  and 
I  drank  a  draught  of  fair  water,  and 
was  compofed  and  refrefhed  for  fome 
hours  after  it.  This  was  the  fourth 
day  ;  and  thus  I  held  it  till  towards 
night,  when,  within  the  compals  of 
three  hours,  I  had  all  thefe  feveral 
circumftances  over  again,  one  after 
another  j  viz.  fick,  ileepy,  eagerly 
hungry,  pain  in  the  ftomach,  then  ra- 
veno'us  again,  then  fick  again,  then 
lunatick,  then  crying,  then  ravenous 
again,  and  to  every  quarter  of  an 
hour;  and  my  ftrength  wafted  ex- 
ceedingly.  At  night  I  laid  me  down, 
having  no  comfort,  but  in  the  hope 
that  I  fliould  die  before  morning. 
1  All  this  night  I  had  no  ilecp,  but 
the  hunger  was  now  turned  into  a 
difeafe,  and  I  had  a  terrible  cholick 
and  griping  ;  wind,  inftead  of  food, 
having  found  it's  way  into  the  bow. 
els  ;  and  in  this  condition  I  Jay  till 
morning,  when  I  was  lurprized  a 
little  with  the  cries  and  lamentations 
of  my  young  malter,  who  called  out  • 
to  me,  that  his  mother  was  dead. 
I  lifted  myfelf  up  a  little,  for  I  had 
not  fticngth  to  riff,  but  found  flie 
was  not  dead,  though  flic  was  able 
to  give  very  little  ligns  of  life. 
'  I  had  then  fucli  convulfions  in 
my  ftomach,  for  want  of  lomc  ful- 
tenance,  that  I  cannot  deicribe  them; 

«  with 
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with  fuch  Frequent  throes  and  pangs 
of  appetite,  that  nothing  but  the  tor- 
tures of  death  can  imitate.  And 
this  condition  I  was  in  when  I  heard 
the  Teamen  above  cry  out,  "  A  fail, 
*  a  fail  !"  and  halloo  and  jump 
about  as  if  they  were  diftracled. 
'  I  was  not  able  to  get  off  from  the 
bed,  and  my  miftrefs  much  lefs  j 
and  my  mafter  was  fo  fick,  that  I 
thought  he  had  been  expiring  ;  fo  we 
could  not  open  the  cabin -door,  or 
get  any  account  what  it  was  that 
occafioned  fuch  a  combuftion ;  nor 
had  we  any  converfation  with  the 
(hip's  company  for  two  days,  they 
having  told  us  they  had  not  a  mouth- 
ful of  any  thing  to  eat  in  the  (hip. 
And  they  told  us  afterwards,  they 
thought  we  had  been  dead. 
'  It  was  this  dreadful  condition 
we  were  in,  when  you  were  fent  to 
fave  our  lives.  And  how  you  found 
us,  Sir,  you  know  as  well  as  I,  and 
better  too.' 
This  was  her  own  relation,  and  is 
fuch  a  diftin6l  account  of  ftarving  to 
death,  as,  I  confels,  I  never  met  with, 
and  was  exceeding  entertaining  to  me. 
I  am  the  rather  apt  to  believe  it  to  be 
a  true  account,  becaufe  the  youth  gave 
me  an  account  of  a  good  part  of  it  j 
though  I  muft  own  not  fo  diftincl:  and 
fo  feelingly  as  his  maid  ;  and  the  ra- 
ther, becaufe,  it  feems,his  mother  fed 
him  at  the  price  of  her  own  life:  but 
the  poor  maid,  though  her  conftitution 
being  rtronger  than  that  of  her  miftrefs, 
who  was  in  years,  and  a  weakly  wo- 
man too,  (he  might  ftruggle  harder  with 
it  5  I  fay,  the  poor  maid  might  be  fup- 
pofed  to  feel  the  extremity  fomething 
fooner  than  her  miftrefs,  who  might 
be  allowed  to  keep  the  laft  bits  fome- 
thing longer  than  Hie  parted  with  any 
to  relieve  the  maid.  No  queftion,  as 
the  cafe  is  here  related,  if  our  (hip,  or 
fome  other,  had  not  fo  providentially 
met  with  them,  a  few  days  more  would 
have  ended  all  their  lives,  unlefs  they 
had  prevented  it  by  eating  one  another  j 
and  even  that,  as  their  caie  (tood, would 
have  ferved  them  but  a  little  while, 
they  being  five  hundred  leagues  from 
any  land,  or  any  pofiibility  of  relief, 
other  than  in  the  miuaculous  manner 
it  happened.  But  this  is  by  the  way. 
I  return  to  my  difpofition  of  things 
among  the  people. 
And  firit,  it  is  to  be  obferved  here, 


that,  for  many  reafons,  I  did  not  think 
fit  to  let  them  know  any  thing  of  the 
(loop  I  had  framed,  and  which  I 
thought  of  fetting  up  among  them  j 
for  I  found,  at  leaft  at  my  firit  com- 
ing, fuch  feeds  of  divifion  among 
them,  that  I  faw  it  plainly,  had  I  let 
up  the  (loop,  and  left  it  among  them, 
they  would,  upon  very  light  difguif, 
have  feparated,  and  gone  away  from 
one  another,  or  perhaps  have  turned 
pirates,  and  fo  made  the  ifland  a  den 
of  thieves,  inftead  of  a  plantation  of  ib- 
ber  and  religious  people,  as  I  intended 
it  to  be  j  nor  did  I  leave  the  two  pieces 
of  brafs  cannon  that  I  had  on  board, 
or  the  two  quarter-deck  guns  that  my 
nephew  took  extraordinary,  for  the 
fame  reafon.  I  thought  they  had 
enough  to  qualify  them  fora  defenfive 
war  againlt  any  that  fhould  invade 
them  ;  but  I  was  not  to  let  them  up 
for  an  offenfive  war,  or  to  encourage 
them  to  go  abroad  to  attack  others, 
which,  in  the  end,  would  only  bring 
ruin  and  deltru6lion  upon  themfelves, 
and  all  their  undertakings.  I  referved 
the  (loop,  therefore,  and  the  guns  for 
their  fervice  another  way,  as  I  (hall 
obferve  in  it's  place. 

I  have  now  done  with  the  ifland.  I 
left  them  all  in  good  circumftances, 
and  in  a  flourifliwig  condition,  and 
went  on  board  my  (hip  again  the  fiftU 
day  of  May, having  been  five  and  twen- 
ty days  among  them;  and,  as  they 
were  all  refolved  to  (lajr  upon  the 
ifland  till  I  came  to  remove  them,  I 
promifed  to  fend  fome  farther  relief 
from  the  Brazils,  if  I  could  poflibiy 
find  an  opportunity  j  and  particularly, 
I  promifed  to  fend  them  fome  cattle  j 
fuch  as  (heep,  hogs,  and  cows  :  for 
as  to  the  two  cows  and  calves  which  I 
brought  from  England,  we  had  been 
obliged,  by  the  length  of  our  voyage, 
to  kill  them  at  fea,  for  want  of  hay  to 
feed  them. 

The  next  day,  giving  them  a  falute 
of  five  guns  at  parting,  we  let  fail, 
and  arrived  at  the  Bay  of  All-Saints, 
in  the  Brazils,  in  about  twenty-two 
daysj  meeting  nothing  remarkable  in 
ourpaffage,  but  this  :  that  about  three 
days  after  we  failed,  being  becalmed, 
and  the  current  letting  ttrong  to  the 
E.N.E.  running,  as  it  wer^,  into  a 
bay  or  gulph  on  the  land  fide,  we 
were  driven  (bmething  out  of  our 
couriej  and  once  or  twice  our  men 

cried, 
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cried,  *  Land  to  the  weft  ward  !'  but 
whether  it  was  the  continent,  or  iflands, 
we  could  not  tell  by  any  means. 

But  the  third  day,  towards  evening, 
the  fea  fmooth,  and  the  weather  calm, 
we  law  the  lea,  as  it  vve>-e,  covered, 
towards  the  land,  with  fomething  very 
black,  not  being  able  todifcover  what 
it  was  ;  but,  after  fome  time,  our  chief 
mate  going  up  the  main  Ihrouds  a  lit- 
tle way,  and  looking  at  them  with  a 
perfpe&ive,  cried  out  it  was  an  army. 
1  could  not  imagine  what  he  meant  by 
an  army,  and  fpoke  a  little  haftily, 
calling  the  fellow  a  fool,  or  ibme  fuch 
word.  *  Nay,  Sir,'  fays  he,  (  don't 
*'  be  angry,  for  it  is  an  army,  and  a 

*  fleet  too  ;  for  I  believe  there  are  a 
'  thoufand   canoes,  and   you  may  fee 

*  them  paddle  along,  and  they  are  com - 
'  ing  towards  us  too  apace,  and  full 
'  of  men.' 

I  was  a  little  furprized  then,  indeed, 
ind  fo  was  my  nephew  the  captain  ; 
for  he  had  heard  fuch  terrible  ftories 
of  them  in  the  ifland  ;  and  having  ne- 
ver been  in  thole  feas  before,  that  he 
could  not  tell  what  to  think  of  it,  but 
laid  two  or  three  times  we  fliould  all  be 
devoured.  I  muliconfefs,  conlidering 
we  were  becalmed,  and  the  current 
fet  ftrong  towards  the  ftiore,  I  liked  it 
the  worfe.  However,  I  bade  him  not 
be  afraid,  but  bring  the  (hip  to  an 
anchor  as  foon  as  we  came  fo  near  as 
to  know  that  we  muft  engage  theim 

The  weather  continued  calm,  and 
they  came  on  apace  towards  us  ;  fo  I 
gave  orders  to  come  to  an  anchor,  and 
furl  all  our  fails.  As  for  the  favages, 
I  told  them  they  had  nothing  to  tear 
from  them  but  fire  j  and  therefore  they 
fhould  get  their  boats  out,  and  fallen 
them,  one  clofe  by  the  head,  and  the 
other  by  the  flern,  and  man  them  both 
well,  and  wait  the  irTuein  that  pofture. 
This  I  did,  that  the  men  in  the  boats 
might  be  ready,  with  iheets  and  buck- 

,   to  put  out  any    fire  thefe  favages 

:.;ht  endeavour  to  fix  upon  the  oui- 
;'  the  fliip. 

In  this  polture  we  lay  by  for  them, 
ind  in  a  little  while  they  came  up  with 
us;  but  never  was  fuch  a  horrid  fight 

,  by  Chriftians.  My  mate  was 
much  miltaken  in  his  calculation  of 
t.lvir  number,;  I  mean,  of  a  thousand 
canoes  ;  the  molt  we  could  make  of  them 
when  they  came  up  being  about  a  hun- 
:•:,  and  ag;eat  many 


of  them  too  j  for  fome  of  them  had  fix- 
teen  or  feventeen   men  in   their 
more,  and  the  leaft  fix  or  feven. 

When  they  came  nearer  to  us,  they 
feemed  to  be  ftruck  with  wonder  and 
aftonifhment,  as  at  a  fight  which  they 
h-ul,  doubtlefs,  never  ftien  before  ;  nor 
could  they  at  fir  ft,  as  we  afterwards 
understood,  know  what  to  make  of  us. 
They  came  boldly  up,  however,  very 
near  to  us,  and  feemed  to  go  about  to 
row  round  us  ;  but  we  called  to  our 
men  in  the  boats  not  to  let  them  come 
too  near  them. 

This  very  order  brought  us  to  an 
engagement  with  them  without  our  de- 
figning  it ;  for  five  or  fix  of  their  large 
canoes  came  fo  m::-.:-  our  long-boar, 
that  our  men  beckoned  with  their 
hands  to  them  to  keep  back;  which 
they  understood  very  sve!!.  ind  went 
back  ;  but  at  their  retreat  about,  five 
hundred  arrows  came  on  board  us 
from  thole  boats  ;  und  one  of  our 
men  in  the  long-boat  was  very  much 
wounded. 

However,  I  called  to  them  not  to 
fire  by  any  means  ;  but  we  handed 
down  Ibme  deal  boards  into  the  boat, 
and  the  carpenter  prefently  fet  up  a 
kind  of  a  fence,  like  wade-boards,  to 
cover  them  from  the  arVows  of  the  fa- 
vages,  if  they  fhould  flioot  again. 

About  an  hour  afterwards  they  came 
all  up  in  a  body  altern  of  us,  and 
pretty  near,  fo  near  that  we  could  ealily 
difcern  what  they  were,  though  we 
could  not  teil  their  defign.  I  ealily 
found  they  were  fome  of  my  old 
friends,  the  fame  fort  of  favagts  that 
I  had  been  ufed  to  engage  with  j  and 
in  a  little  time  more  they  rowed  ibme- 
what  farther  out  to  fea,  till  they  cauie 
directly  broadiide  with  us,  and  then 
rowed  down  ftraight  upon  us,  till  they 
came  fo  near,  that  they  could  hear  us 
fpeak.  Upon  this  I  ordered  all  my 
men  to  keep  clofe,  leit  tiny  ihould 
flioot  any  more  arrows,  and  make  all 
our  guns  ifrtiiv  ;  but,  bum;  fo  r. 
to  be  within  hearing,  I  made  Fr-Jay 
go  out  upon  the  deck,  and  call  out 
aloud  to  them  in  his  language,  toknowf 
what  they  meant;  which  accordingly 
he  did.  Whether  they  unuerilood  him 
or  not,  that  J  knew  not;  but  as  loon 
as  he  had  called  to  them,  fix  of  them, 
who  were  in  the  foremoit  or  ni 
boat  to  us,  turned  il,  irom 

'Ji,     ind    itooping   down,    Ihcvved    us 

their 
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their  naked  backfides;  juft  as  if,  in 
Englifo,  (laving  your  pretence)  they 

had  bid  us  kifs -.   Whether  tins 

was  a  defiance  or  challenge  we  knew 
not ;  or  whether  it  was  done  in  mere 
contempt,  or  a  fignal  to  the  reft ;  but 
immediately  Friday  cried  out,  they 
were  going  to  moot  ;  and  unhappily 
for  him  (poor  fellow)  they  let  fly 
about  three  hundred  of  their  arrows  ; 
and,  to  my  inexpreflible  grief,  kill- 
ed poor  Friday,  no  other  man  be- 
ing in  their  fight.  The  poor  fellow 
was  mot  with  no  lefs  than  three  ar- 
rows, and  about  three  more  fell  very 
iwgh  himj  fuch  unlucky  markfmen 
they  were. 

I  was  fo  enraged  with  the  lofs  of 
my  old  fervant,  the  companion  of  ail 
my  forrows  and  iblitudes,  that  I  im- 
mediately ordered  five  guns  to  be  load- 
ed with  imall  mot,  and  four  with 
great  ;  and  gave  them  fuch  a  broadfide 
as  they  had  never  had  in  their  lives  be- 
fore to  be  fure. 

They  were  not  above  half  a  cable's 
length  off  when  we  fired  ;  and  our  gun- 
ners took  their  aim  fo  well,  that  three 
or  four  of  their  canoes  were  overfet,  as 
we  had  reafon  to  believe,  by  one  mot 
only. 

The  ill  manners  of  turning  up  their 
bare  backfides  to  us  gave  us  no  great 
offence  ;  neither  did  I  know  for  cer- 
tain, whether  that  which  would  pafs 
for  the  greateft  contempt  among  us, 
might  be  underftood  fo  by  them  or 
not}  therefore,  in  return,  I  had  only 
refolved  to  have  fired  four  or  five  guns 
with  powder  only,  which  I  knew 
would  fright  them  fufficiently.  But 
when  they  mot  at  us  directly  with  all 
the  fury  they  were  capable  of,  and 
efpecially  as  they  had  killed  my  poor 
Friday,  whom  I  fo  entirely  loved  and 
valued,  and  who  indeed  fo  well  de- 
ferved  it,  I  not  only  had  been  juftified 
before  God  and  man,  but  would  have 
been  very  glad,  if  I  could,  to  have 
overfet  every  canoe  there,  and  drowned 
every  one  of  them. 

I  can  neither  tell  how  many  we  kill- 
ed, or  how  many  we  wounded,  at  this 
broadfide;  but  fure  fuch  a  fright  and 
hurry  never  was  feen  among  Iuch  a 
multitude.  There  were  thirteen  or  four- 
teen of  their  canoes  fplit  and  overfet 
^n  all,  and  the  men  all  fet  a  fwim- 
ming  ;  the  reft,  frighted  out  of  their 
writs,  fcoured  away  as  faft  as  they 
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could,  taking  but  little  care  to  fave 
thofe  whole  boats  were  fplit  or  fpoiled 
x  with  our  Ihot;  fo  I  fuppofe  that  there 
were  many  of  them  loft  ;  and  our  men 
took  up  one  poor  fellow  fwimming  for 
his  life,  above  an  hour  after  they  were 
all  gone. 

Our  final  1  (hot  from  our  cannon 
muft  needs  kill  and  wound  a  great 
many  :  but,  in  fhort,  we  nevejr  knew 
any  thing  how  it  went  with  them  ;  for 
they  fled  fo  faft,  that  in  three  hours, 
or  thereabouts,  we  could  not  lee  a- 
bove  three  or  four  ftraggling  canoes  ; 
nor  did  we  ever  fee  the  reft  any  more, 
for  a  breeze  of  wind  fpringing  up  the 
fame  evening,  we  weighed  and  fet  fail 
for- the  Brazils. 

We  had  a  prifoner  indeed,  but  the 
creature  was  fo  fallen,  that  he  would 
neither  eat  nor  fpeak,  and  we  all  fan- 
cied he  would  ftarve  himfelf  to  death  : 
but  I  took  a  way  to  cure  him  ;  for  I 
made  them  take  him  and  turn  him  in- 
to the  long-boat,  and  make  him  be- 
lieve they  would  tofs  him  into  the  fea 
again,  and  fo  leave  him  where  they 
found  him,  i.f  he  would  not  fpeak; 
nor  would  that  do,  but  they  really  did 
throw  him  into  the  fea,  and  came  a- 
way  from  him ;  and  then  he  followed 
them,  for  he  fwam  like  a  cork,  and 
called  to  them  in  his  tongue,  though 
they  knew  not  one  word  of  what  he 
faid.  However,  at  laft,  they  took  him 
in  again,  and  then  he  began  to  be 
more  traclable;  nor  did  I  ever  deiign. 
they  mould  drown  him. 

We  were  now  under  fail  again  ;  but 
I  was  the  molt  difconfolate  creature 
alive  for  want  of  my  man  Friday,  and 
would  have  been  very  glad  to  have 
gone  back  to  the  illand,  to  have  taken 
one  of  the  reft  from  tl.ence  for  my 
occallon,  but  it  could  not  be  ;  fo  we 
went  on.  We  had  one  prifoner,  as  .1 
have  laid  ;  and  it  was  a  long  while 
before  we  could  make  him  understand 
any  thing;,  but,  in  time,  our 
taught  him  fome  Englifh,  and  he  be- 
gan to  he  a  little  traclable.  -After- 
wards we  enquired  what  country  he 
came  from,  but  could  make  nothing 
of  what  he  faid  ;  for  his  fpeecii  was 
fo  odd,  all  gutterals,  and  i'poken  ia 
the  throat  in  fuch  a  hollow  and  odd 
manner,  that  we  could  never  form  a 
word  from  him  ;  and  we  were  all  of 
opinion,  that  they  might  fpeak  that 
language  as  well  if  they  were  gagged 
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as  otherwife  ;  nor  could  we  perceive 
that  they  had   any  occafion   either  for 
teeth,    tongue,    lips,  or   palate  ;    but 
formed  their  words  jurl  as  a  hunting- 
horn    forms   a  turfe,     with    an    open 
throat.     He   told   us,    however,  fome 
time  after,   when  we  had    taught  him 
to  fpeak  a  little  Englifli,  that  they  were 
going    with    their    kings    to    fight    a 
great  battle.    When  he  laid  kings,  we 
a/ked  him  how  many  kings.     He  laid, 
there  were  five  nation,   (we  could  aot 
make  him  underlland  the  plural  £)  and 
that   they  all  joined  to  go  againfl  two 
ration.     We  afkcd  him,    what  made 
them  come  up  to  us.      He  faid,  '  To 
«  makee  te  great  wonder  look/  Where 
it  is  to  be  phferved,  that  all  thofe  na- 
tives, as  aJfo  thofe  of  Africa,    when 
they  iearn  Englifh;  they  always  add 
two  e's  at  the  end  of  the  words  where 
we  ufe  one,  and  place  the  accent  upon 
the  1  art  of  them,  as  makee,  taker.,  and 
the  like  j   and  we  could  not  break  them 
of  it ;   nay,  I  could  hardly  make  Fri- 
day leave  it  off,  though  at  lait  he  did. 
And  now  I  name  the  poor  fellow 
once  more,   I  mutt  take  my  laft  leave 
of  him.  Poor  honeft  Friday  !  We  bu- 
ried him  with   all  decency  and  folcm- 
nity    pofiible,  by  putting  him   into  a 
coffin,  and  throwing  him  into  the  fea  ; 
and  I  caufed  them  to  fire  eleven  guns 
for  him.    And  fo  ended  the  life  of  the 
moft  grateful,    faithful,    honeft,    and 
moft  affectionate  fervant,  that  ever  man 
had. 

We  now  went  away  with  a  fair 
wind  for  Brazil}  and,  in  about  twelve 
days  time,  we  made  land  in  the  lati- 
tude of  five  degrees  fouth  of  the  line, 
being  the  north-eaiiermoft  land  of  all 
that  part  of  Ameiica.  We  kept  on 
S.  by  E.  in  fight  of  the  fhore,  four 
days,  when  we  made  the  Cape  St. 
Auguftine,  and  in  thr^e  days  came  to 
an  anchor  oft  the  Bay  of  All-Saints, 
the  old  place  of  deliverance,  from 
whence  came  both  my  good  and  evil 
fate. 

Never  fliip  came  to  this  part  that 
had  Ids  buftnefs  than  I  had  ;  and  yet 
it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  we 
were  admitted  to  hold  the  lealt  coirc- 
fpondence  on  fhore  :  not  my  pai 
foiuiielf,  who  was  alive,  anci  made  a 
great  figure  among  them  j  not  my  two 
merchant  truftees,  nor  the  lame  of  my 
wonderful  prefervation  in  the  illaivl, 
could  obtain  me  that  tavous.  Buf  my 


partner  remembering  that  I  had 
five  hundred  moidores  to  the  prior  of 
the  monaitery  of  the  Auguftines,  and 
three  hundred  and  feventy-two  to  the 
poor,  went  to  the  monaitery,  and  ob- 
liged the  prior  that  then  was  to  goto 
the  governor,  and  beg  leave  for  roe 
prefently,  with  the  captain  and  one 
more,  bcfides  eight  fcamen,  to  come 
on  more,  and  no  more ;  and  this  up- 
on condition  abfolutely  capitulated  for, 
that  we  mould  not  offer  to  Jand  any 
goods  out  of  the  fuip,  or  to  carry  any 
perfon  away  without  licence. 

They  were  fo  ftrift  wjth  us,  as  to- 
landing  any  goods,  that  it  was  with 
extreme  difficulty  that  I  got  on  more 
three  bales  of  Englifh  goods,  fuch  as 
fine  broad-cloths,  ItufFs,  and  fome  li- 
nen, which  I  had  brought  for  a  pre- 
fent  to  my  partner. 

He  was  a  very  generous  broad-bear! - 
ed  man,  though  (like  me)  he  came  from 
little  at  rirlt  j  and  though  he  knew  not 
that  I  had  the  leaft  defign  of  giving 
him  any  thing,  he  fent  me  on  board  a 
prdent  of  frefh  provisions,  wine,  and 
i'weetmeats,  worth  above  thirty  moi- 
dores, including  fome  tobacco,  and 
three  or  tour  tine  medals  in  gold.  But 
I  was  even  with  him  in  my  prefent^ 
which,  as  I  have  laid,  confiited  of  fine 
broad -cloth,  Englifh  ftuffs,  lace,  and 
fine  Hollands.  Alib  I  delivered  him 
about  the  value  of  icoi.  fterling,  in 
the  fame  goods,  for  other  ufes  j  and  J 
obliged  him  to  fet  up  the  floop  which 
I  had  brought  with  me  from  England, 
as  I  have  laid,  for  the  ufe  of  my  co- 
lony, in  order  to  fend  the  refrefh- 
ments  I  intended  to  my  plantation. 

Accordingly,  he  got  hands,  and  £- 
nifhed  the  floop  in  a  very  few  days,  for 
ihe  was  already  framed,  and  I  gave 
the  mafter  of  her  inch  inftruclions  as 
he  could  not  mils  the  place  ;  nor  did 
he  mifs  ir,  as  I  had  an  account  from 
my  partner  afterwards.  I  got  him 
foon  loaded  with  the  fmall  cargo  I 
had  fent  tliem  ;  and  one  of  our  fcamen, 
that  had  been  on  fhore  with  me  there, 
offered  to  go  with  the  floop,  and  fettle 
there,  upon  my  letter  to  the  governor 
Sp.":,iard  to  allot  him  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  land  for  a  plantation  j  and 
giving  him  Jome  tloaths  and  tools  for 
kis  planting-work,  which  he  laid  he 
undeiftuod,  having  been  an  old  plan- 
ter in  Maryland,  and  a  buccaneer  inU* 
gauu 
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I  encouraged  the  fellow  by  granting 
all  he  defired  j  and,  as  an  addition,  I 
gave  him  the  favage  which  we  had 
taken  prifoner  of  war,  to  be  his  flave, 
and  ordered  the  governor  Spaniard  to 
give  him  his  fliare  of  every  thing  he 
wanted  with  the  reft. 

When  we  came  to  fit  this  man  out, 
my  old  partner  told  me,  that  there  was 
a  certain  very  'honeft  fellow,  a  Brazil 
planter  of  his  acquaintance,  who  had 
fallen  into  the  difpleafure  of  the  church: 
'  I  know  not  what  the  matter  is  with 
/'  him/  fays  he;  '  but,  on  my  con- 

*  fcience,  I  think  he  is  a  heretick  in 

*  his  heart,  and  he  has  been  obliged  to 
'  conceal  himfelf  for  fear  of  the  inqui- 
'  fition  j*  that  he  would  be  very  glad 
of  fuch   an  opportunity  to  make  his 
efcape,  with  his  wife  and  two  daugh- 
ters ;  and  if  I  would  let  them  go  to  the 
ifland,  and  allot  them  a  plantation,  he 
would  give  them  a  fmall  ftock  to  begin 
with  j  for  the  officers  of  the  inquifition 
had  feized  all  his  effects  and  eftate,  and 
he  had  nothing  left  but  a  little  houf- 
hold-ftuff  and   two  ilaves.      <    And,' 
adds  he,  *  though  I  hate  his  principles, 

*  yet  I  would  not  have  him  fall  into 
'  their  hands  ;  for  he  will  afluredly  be 

*  burnt  alive  if  he  does.' 

I  granted  this  prefently,  and  joined 
my  Englifhman  with  them  ;  and  we 
concealed  the  man,  and  his  wife  and 
daughters,  on  board  our  fhip,  till  the 
floop  put  out  to  go  to  fea ;  and  then 
(having  put  all  their  goods  on  board 
the  floop  fome  time  before)  we  put 
them  on  board  the  floop  after  ftie  was 
got  out  of  the  bay. 

Our  feaman  was  mightily  pleafed 
with  this  new  partner  ;  and  their  ftock, 
indeed,  was  much  alike  rich  in  tools, 
in  preparations,  and  a  farm  j  but  no- 
thing to  begin  with  but  as  above. 
However,  they  carried  over  with  them 
(which  was  worth  all  the  reft)  fome 
materials  for  planting  fugar-canes, 
with  fome  plants  of  canes ;  which  he 
(I  mean,  the  Portugal  man)  underftood 
very  well. 

Among  the  reft  of  the  fupplies  fent 
my  tenants  in  the  ifland,  I  fent  them, 
by  this  floop,  three  milch  cows  and 
five  calves,  about  twenty-two  hogs 
among  them,  three  fows  big  with  pig, 
two  mares  and  a  ftone-horfe. 

For  my  Spaniards,  according  to  my 
promife,  I  engaged  three  Portugal  wo- 


men to  go ;  and  recommended  it  to 
them  to  marry  them,  and  ufe  them 
kindly.  I  could  have  procured  more 
women,  but  I  remembered,  that  the 
poor  perfecuted  man  had  two  daugh- 
ters, and  there  were  but  five  of  the 
Spaniards  that  wanted  j  the  reft  had 
wives  of  their  own,  though  in  another 
country. 

All  this  cargo  arrived  fafe  ;  and,  as 
you  may  eafily  fuppofe,  very  welcome 
to  my  old  inhabitants,  who  were  now 
(with  this  addition)  between  fixty  and 
feventy  people,  beiides  little  children ; 
of  which  there  were  a  great  many.  I 
found  letters  at  London  from  them,  all 
by  way  of  Lifoon,  when  I  came  back 
to  England,  being  fent  back  to  the 
Brazils  by  this  fioop  ;  of  which  I  fliall 
take  fome  notice  in  it's  place. 

I  have  now  done  with  my  ifland, 
and  all  manner  of  difcourfe  about  it ; 
and  whoever  reads  the  reft  of  my  me- 
morandums, would  do  well  to  turn  his 
thoughts  entirely  from  it,  and  expect 
to  read  only  of  the  follies  of  an  old 
man,  not  warned  by  his  own  harms, 
much  lefs  by  thofe  of  other  men,  to 
beware  of  the  like  j  not  cooled  by  al- 
moft  forty  years  mifery  and  difappoint- 
ments  ;  not  fatisfied  with  profperity  be- 
yond expectation  ;  not  made  cautious  by 
affliction  and  diftrefs  beyond  imitation. 
.  I  had  no  more  bufinefs  to  go  to  the 
Eaft-Indies,  than  a  man  at  full  liber- 
ty, and  having  committed  no  crime, 
has  to  go  to  the  turnkey  at  Newgate, 
and  defire  him  to  lock  him  up  among 
the  prifoners  there,  and  ftarve  him. 
Had  I  taken  a  fmall  veffel  from  Eng- 
land and  went  directly  to  the  ifland ; 
had  I  loaded  her,  as  I  did  the  other 
Veflcl,  with  all  the  necefiaries  for  the 
plantation,  and  for  my  people ;  took  a 
patent  from  the  government  here,  to 
have  fecured  my  property,  in  fubjection 
only  to  that  of  England,  which,  to  be 
fure,  I  might  have  obtained  5  had  I 
carried  over  cannon  and  ammunition, 
fervants,  and  people  to  plant,  and  tak- 
ing poflefiion  of  the  place,  fortified  and 
ftrengthened  it  in  the  name  of  England, 
and  increafed  it  with  people,  as  I  might 
eafily  have  done;  had  I  then  fettled 
myfelf  there,  and  fent  the  ihip  back 
loaden  with  good  rice,  as  I  might  alfo 
have  done  in  fix  months  time,  and  or- 
dered my  friends  to  have  fitted  her  out 
again  for  our  lupply ;  had  I  done  this, 
G  g  and 
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and  Itayed  there  myfelf,  I  had,  atleaft, 
acted  like  a  man  of  common  fenfe  : 
but  I  was  pdfleffed  with  a  wandering 
fimit,  fcorncd  all  advantages,  pleafed 
rayfelf  with  being  the  patron  of  thefe 
people  I  had  placed  there,  and  doing 
for  them  in  a  kind  of  haughty  ma- 
jeftick  way,  like  an  old  patriarchal  mo- 
narch j  providing  for  them,  as  if  I  had 
been  father  of  the  whole  family  as  well 
as  of  the  plantation.  But  I  never  fo 
much  as  pretended  to  plant  in  the  name 
of  any  government  or  nation,  or  to  ac- 
knowledge any  prince,  or  to  call  my 
people  fubjects  to  any  one  nation  more 
than  another  j  nay,  I  never  fo  much  as 
p;ave  the  place  a  name;  but  left  it  as  I 
found  it,  belonging  to  no  man,  and 
the  people  under  no  difcipline  or  go- 
vernment but  my  own  ;  who,  though  I 
had  an  .influence  over  them  as  father 
and  benefactor,  had  no  authority  or 
power  to  aft  or  command  one  way  or 
other,  farther  than  voluntary  confent 
moved  them  to  comply ;  yet  even  this, 
had  I  ftayed  there,  would  have  done 
well  enough  j  but  as  I  rambled  from 
them,  and  came  thither  no  more,  the 
l?ll  letters  I  had  from  any  of  them 
were  by  my  partner's  means,  who  af- 
terwards fent  another  (loop  to  the  place, 
and  who  fent  me  word,  though  I  had 
not  the  letter  till  five  years  after  it  was 
written,  that  they  went  on  but  poorly, 
were  malcontent  with  their  long  ftay 
there;  that  Will  Atkins  was  dead; 
that  five  of  the  Spaniards  were  come 
away  ;  and  that  though  they  had  not 
been  much  molefted  by  the  ravages, 
yet  they  had  had  fome  fkirmifhes  with 
them ;  that  they  begged  of  him  to 
write  to  me,  to  think  of  the  promife  I 
hid  made  to  fetch  them  away,  that  they 
might  fee  their  own  country  again  be- 
ibre  they  died. 

But  1  was  gone  a  wild-goofe  chace 
indeed  ;  and  they  who  will  have  any 
more  of  me,  mult  be  content  to  fol- 
low me  through  a  new  variety  of  fol- 
lies, hardfhips,  and  wild  adventures  j 
wherein  the  juftice  of  Providence  may 
be*  duly  obferved,  and  we  may  fee  how 
eafily  Heaven  can  gorge  us  with  our 
own  defires,  make  the  ttrongeft  of  our 
wiflies  to  be  our  affliction,  and  punifli 
us  moft  feverely  with  thofe  very  things 
which  we  think  it  would  be  our  ut- 
inoft  hnnpinefs  to  be  allowed  in. 

Let  no  wife  man  flatter  himfelf  with 
the  ftrength  of  his  own  judgment,  as 


if  he  was  able  to  chufe  any  particular 
ftation  of  life  for  himfelf.  Man  is  a 
fhort-fighted  creature,  fees  but  a  very 
little  way  before  him  ;  and  as  his  paf- 
fions  are  none  of  his  bell  friends,  fo  his 
particular  affections  are  generally  his 
worft  counfellors. 

I  fay  this  with  refpect  to  the  impe- 
tuous defire  I  had  from  a  youth  to 
wander  into  the  world  ;  and  how  evi- 
dent it  now  was,  that  this  principle 
was  preferred  in  me  for  my  punifh- 
inent.  How  it  came  on,  the  manner, 
the  circumftance,  and  the  conclufion  of 
it,  it  is  eafy  to  give  you  historically, 
and  with  it's  utmoft  variety  of  parti- 
culars.  But  the  fecret  ends  of  Divine 
Providence,  in  thus  permitting  us  to 
be  hurried  down  the  ftreain  of  our  own 
defires,  are  only  to  be  underftood  of 
thofe  who  can  liiten  to  the  voice  of 
Providence,  and  draw  religious  confe- 
quences  from  God's  juftice,  and  their 
own  miftakes. 

Be  it,  had  I  bufinefs,  or  no  bufi- 
nefs,  away  I  went.  It  is  no  time  now 
to  enlarge  any  farther  upon  the  reafon 
or  abfurdity  of  my  own  conduct ;  but 
to  come  to  the  hiitory,  I  was  embark- 
ed for  the  voyage,  and  ths  voyage  I 
went. 

I  ihall  only  add  here,  that  my  honeft 
and  truly  pious  clergyman  left  me 
here ;  a  fhip  being  ready  to  go  to  Lif- 
bon,  he  afked  me  leave  to  go  thither; 
being  ftill,  as  he  obferved,  bound  ne- 
ver to  finifh  any  voyage  he  began. 
How  happy  had  it  been  fop  me,  if  I 
had  gone  with  him  ! 

But  it  was  too  late  now  :  all  things 
Heaven  appoints  are  belt.  Had  I  gone 
with  him,  I  had  never  had  fo  many 
things  to  be  thankful  for,  and  you  had 
never  heard  of  the  fccond  pnrt  of  the 
Travels  and  Adventures  of  Robinfon 
Crufoe.  So  I  muft  leave  here  the  fruit- 
lefs  exclaiming  at  myieif,  and  go  on 
with  my  voyage. 

From  the  Brafils  we  made  directly 
away  over  the  Atlantick  Sea,  to  the 
Cape  de  Bonne  Efperance,  or,  as  we 
call  it,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  and 
had  a  tolerable  good  voyage,  ourcourfc 
generally  fouth  eaft  ;  n</w  and  then  a 
Itcrm,  and  fome  contrary  winds.  But 
my  di  filters  at  ft- a  were  at  an  end  ;  my 
future  rubs  nnd  crofs  events  were  to 
bcf.il  me  on  fhore,  that  it  might  ap- 
pear, the  land  was  as  well  prepared  to 
be  our  fcourge  as  the  fea,  when  Hea- 
ven, 
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ven,  who  direfts  the  circumllances  of 
things,  pleafes  to  appoint  it  to  be  fo. 

Our  (hip  was  on  a  trading  voyage, 
and  had  a  fupercargo  on  board,  who 
was.  to  dire6l  all  her  motions  after  fhe 
arrived  at  the  Cape;  only  being  limit- 
ed to  certain  number  of  days  for  flay, 
by  charter-party,  at  the  feveral  ports 
(he  was  to  go  to.  This  was  none  of 
my  bufmefs,  neither  dkl  I  meddle  with 
it  at  all ;  my  nephew,  the  captain,  and 
the  fupercargo,  ad  jutting  all  thofe 
things  between  them,  as  they  thought 
fit. 

We  made  no  ftay  at  the  Cape,  longer 
than  was  needful  to  take  in  frefh  wa- 
ter, but  made  the  beft  of  our  way  for 
the  coafl  of  Coromandel.  We  were  in- 
deed informed,  that  a  French  man  of 
war  of  fifty  guns,  and  two  large  mer- 
chant mips,  were  gone  for  the  Indies; 
and,  as  I  knew  we  were  at  war  with 
France,  I  had  fome  apprehenfions  of 
them  ;  but  they  went  their  own  way, 
and  we  heard  no  more  of  them. 

I  mall  not  pefter  my  account,  or  the 
reader,  with  defcriptiorvs  of  places, 
journals  of  our  voyages,  variations  of 
the  compafs,  latitudes,  meridian  dif- 
tances,  trade- winds,  fituation  of  ports, 
and  the  like;  fuch  as  almoft  all  the 
hiftories  of  long  navigation  are  full  of, 
and  which  make  the  reading  tirefome 
enough,  and  are  perfectly  unprofitable 
to  all  that  read,  except  only  to  thofe 
who  are  to  go  to  thole  places  them- 
felves. 

It  is  enough  to  name  the  ports  and 
places  which  we  touched  at,  and  what 
occurred  to  us  upon  our  pafling  from 
one  to  another.  We  touched  firft  at 
the  ifland  of  Madagafcar  ;  where, 
though  the  people  are  fierce  and  trea- 
cherous, and,  in  particular,  very  well 
armed  with  lances  and  bows,  which 
they  ufe  with  inconceivable  dexterity, 
yet  we  fared  very  well  with  them  a 
while;  they  treated  us  very  civilly; 
and,  for  fome  trifles  which  we  gave 
them,  fuch  as  knives,  fciffr.rs,  &c.  they 
brought  us  eleven  good  fat  bullocks, 
middling  in  fize,  but  very  good  in 
flefh  ;  which  we  took  in,  partly  for 
frefh  provifions  for  our  prefent  fpend- 
ing,  and  the  reft  to  fait  for  the  fhip's 
ufe. 

We  were  obliged  to  ftay  here  for 
fome  time,  after  we  had  furnifhedour- 
ielves  with  provifions;  and  I,  that  was 
always  too  curious  to  look  into  every 
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nook  of  the  world  wherever  I  came, 
was  for  going  on  more  as  often  as  I 
could.  It  was  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
ifland  that  we  went  on  more  one  even- 
ing ;  and  the  people,  who,  by  the  way, 
are  very  numerous,  came  thronging 
about  us,  and  flood  gazing  at  us  at  a 
diftance.  As  we  had  traded  freely 
with  them,  and  had  been  kindly  ufed, 
we  thought  ourfelves  in  no  danger ; 
but  when  we  faw  the  people,  we  cut 
three  boughs  out  of  a  tree,  and  ftuck 
them  up  at  a  diftance  from  us,  which, 
it  feems,  is  a  mark  in  that  country,  not 
only  of  truce  and  friendfhip,  but,  when, 
it  is  accepted,  the  other  fide  let  up  three 
poles  or  boughs  alf'o,  which  is  a  fignal 
that  they  accept  the  truce  too;  but 
then  this  is  a  known  condition  of  the 
truce,  that  you  are  not  to  pafs  beyond 
their  three  poles  towards  them,  nor 
they  come  paft  your  three  poles  or 
boughs  toward  you ;  fo  that  you  are 
perfectly  fecure  within  the  three  poles, 
and  all  the  fpace  between  your  poles 
and  theirs  is  allowed,  like  a  market, 
for  free  converfe,  traffick  and  com- 
merce. When  you  go  thither,  you 
muft  not  carry  your  weapons  with  you; 
and  if  they  come  into  that  fpace,  they 
flick  up  their  javelins  and  lances  all 
at  the  firft  poles,  and  come  on  unarm- 
ed ;  but  if  any  violence  is  offered  them, 
and  the  truce  thereby  broken,  away 
they  run  to  the  poles,  and  lay  hold  of 
their  weapons,  and  then  the  truce  is 
at  an  end. 

It  happened,  one  evening,  when  we 
went  on  fhore,  that  a  greater  number 
of  their  people  came  down  than  ufual  j 
but  were  all  very  friendly  and  civil. 
They  brought  with  them  feveral  kinds 
of  provifions,  for  which  we  fatisfied 
them  with  fuch  toys  as  we  had;  their 
women  alfo  brought  us  milk  and  roots, 
and  feveral  things  very  acceptable  to 
us,  and  all  was  quiet  j  and  we  made 
us  a  little  tent  or  hut,  of  fome  boughs 
of  trees,  and  lay  on  fhore  all  that 
night. 

I  know  not  what  was  the  occafion, 
but  I  was  not  fo  well  fatisfied  to  lie  on 
fhore  as  the  reft ;  and  the  boat  lying 
at  an  anchor,  about  a  ftone's  caft  from 
the  land,  with  two  men  in  her  to  take 
care  of  her,  I  made  one  of  them  come 
on  fhore  ;  and  getting  fome  boughs  of 
trees  to  cover  us  alf'o  in  the  boat,  I 
fpread  the  fail  on  the  bottom  of  the 
boat,  and  Jay  on  board,  under  the  co- 
G  g  a  ver 
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ver  of  the  branches  of  the  trees,    all 

night. 

About  two  o'clock  in  the  morning 
we  heard  one  of  our  men  make  a  ter- 
rible noife  on  the  more,  calling  out, 
for  God's  fake,  to  bring  the  boat  in, 
and  come  and  help  them,  for  they 
\vere  all  like  to  be  murdered  ;  at  the 
jame  time  I  heard  the  firing  of  five 
mufquets,  which  was  the  number  of 
the  guns  they  had,  and  that  three  times 
over  ;  for,  it  feems,  the  natives  here 
were  not  fo  eafily  frighted  with  guns 
as  the  favages  were  in  America,  where 
I  had  to  do  with  them. 

All  this  while  I  knew  not  what  was 
the  matter ;  but  rouzing  immediately 
from  fleep  with  the  noife,  I  caufed  the 
boat  to  be  thru  ft  in,  and  refolved,  with 
three  fufils  we  had  on  board,  to  Jand 
and  afiift  our  men. 

We  got  the  boat  foon  to  the  fhore  $ 
but  our  men  were  in  two  much  hafte  ; 
for,  being  come  to  the  fhore,  they 
plunged  into  the  water,  to  get  to  the 
boat  with  all  the  expedition  they  could, 
being  purfued  by  between  three  and 
four  hundred  men.  Our  men  were 
but  nine  in  all,  and  only  five  of  them 
had  fufiis  with  them  ;  the  reft,  indeed, 
had  piftols  and  fwords,  but  they  were 
of  fraall  ufe  to  them. 

We  took  up  feven  of  our  men,  and 
with  difficulty  enough  too,  three  of 
them  being  very  ill  wounded  j  and 
that  which  was  ftill  worfe  was,  that 
while  we  ftood  in  the  boat  to  take  our 
men  in,  we  were  in  as  much  danger  as 
they  were  in  on  more  ;  for  they  poured 
their  arrows  in  upon  us  fo  thick,  that 
we  were  fain  to  barricade  the  fide  of 
the  boat  up  with  the  benches  and  two 
or  three  loofe  boards,  which,  to  our 
great  fatisfaction,  we  had,  by  mere  ac- 
cident, or  Providence  rather,  in  the 
boat. 

And  yet,  had  it  been  day-light,  they 
are,  it  feems,  fuch  exact  markfmen, 
that  if  they  could  have  feen  but  the  leaft 
part  of  any  of  us,  they  would  have 
been  fure  of  us.  We  had,  by  the  light 
of  the  moon,  a  little  light  of  them,  as 
they  Hood  pelting  us  from  the  more 
with  darts  and  arrows  j  and,  having 
got  ready  our  fire-arms,  we  gave  them 
a  volley  j  ar,d  we  could  hear,  by  the 
cries  of  fome  of  them,  that  we  had 
wounded  feveral  j  however,  they  ftood 
thus  in  battle-array  on  the  fhore  till 
break  of  day,  which,  we  fuppofe  was, 


that  they  might  fee  the  better  to .  take 
their  aim  at  us. 

In  this  condition  we  lay,  and  could 
not  tell  how  to  weigh  our  anchor,  or 
fet  up  our  fail,  becaufe  we  mult  needs 
{land  up  in  the  boat,  and  they  were  as 
fure  to  hit  us,  as  we  were  to  hit  a  bird 
in  a  tree  with  fmall  mot.  We  made 
fignals  of  diftrefs  to  the  fhip,  which, 
though  fhe  rode  a  league  off,  yet  my 
nephew,  the  captain,  hearing  our  fir- 
ing, and,  by  glaffes,  perceiving  the 
pofture  we  lay  in,  and  that  we  fired 
towards  the  fhore,  pretty  well  undcr- 
ftood  us  j  and,  weighing  anchor  with 
all  fpeed,  he  ftood  as  near  the  more  as 
he  durft  with  the  fhip,  and  then  lent 
another  boat,  with  ten  hands  in  her, 
to  aflirt  us  j  but  we  called  to  them  not 
to  come  too  near,  telling  them  what 
condition  we  were  in  :  however,  they 
ftood  in  nearer  to  us  j  and  one  of  the 
men,  taking  the  <end  of  a  tow-line  in 
his  hand,  and  keeping  our  boat  be- 
tween him  and  the  enemy,  fo  that  they 
could  not  perfectly  fee  him,  fwam  on 
board  us,  and  made  the  line  faft  to  the 
boat;  upon  which  we  flipt  our  little 
cable,  and,  leaving  our  anchor  behind, 
they  towed  us  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
arrows,  we  ail  the  while  lying  clofe 
behind  the  barricade  we  had  made. 

As  foon  as  we  were  got  from  between 
the  fhip  and  the  fhore,  that  fhe  could 
lay  her  fide  to  the  fhore,  we  ran  along 
juft  by  them,  and  we  poured  in  a  broad- 
fide  among  them,  loaded  with  pieces  of 
iron  and  lead,  fmall  bullets,  and  fuch 
fluff,  befides  the  great  fljot,  which  made 
a  terrible  havock  among  them. 

When  we  were  got  on  board,  and 
out  of  danger,  we  had  time  to  exa- 
mine into  the  occafion  of  this  fray  } 
and,  indeed,  our  fupercargo,  who  had 
been  often  in  thofe  parts,  put  me  upon 
it  5  for  he  faid,  he  was  lure  the  inha- 
bitants would  not  have  touched  us, 
alter  we  h.'id  made  a  truce,  if  we  had 
not  done  fomething  to  provoke  them  to 
it.  At  length  it  came  out,  viz.  that  an 
old  woman,  who  had  come  to  fell  us 
fome  milk,  had  brought  it  within  our 
poles,  with  a  young  woman  with  her, 
who  alfo  brought  fome  roots  or  herbs  j 
and  while  the  old  woman  (whether  me 
was  mother  to  the  young  woman  or 
no  they  could  not  tell)  w.is  felling  us 
the  milk,  one  of  our  men  cffercd  fome 
rudenefs  to  the  wench  th.it  was  with 
her  j  at  which  the  old  woman  made  a 
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great  noife.  However,  the  feaman 
would  not  quit  his  prize,  but  carried 
her  out  of  the  old  woman's  fight  a- 
mong  the  trees,  it  being  almoft  dark. 
The  old  woman  went  away  without 
her,  and,  as  we  fuppofe,  made  an 
outcry  among  the  people  me  came 
from  ;  who,  upon  notice,  railed  this 
great  army  upon  us  in  three  or  four 
hours  ;  and  it  was  great  odds  but  we 
had  been  all  deftroyed. 

One  of  our  men  was  killed  with  a 
lance  that  was  thrown  at  him,  jult  at 
the  beginning  of  the  attack,  as  he  lal- 
lied  out  of  the  tent  we  had  madej 
the  reft  came  off  free,  ail  but  the  fel- 
low who  was  the  occafion  of  all  the 
mifchief ;  who  paid  dear  enough  for 
his  black  mi  ft  re  is,  for  we  could  not 
hear  what  became  of  him  a  great  while. 
We  lay  upon  the  more  two  days  after, 
though  the  wind  prefented,  and  made 
fignals  for  him  j  made  our  boat  fail  up 
more  and  down  (hore  feveral  leagues, 
but  in  vainj  fo  we,  were  obliged  to 
give  him  over  j  and  if  he  alone  had 
iuffered  for  it,  the  lofs  had  been  the 
lefs. 

I  could  not  fatisfy  myfelf,  however, 
without  venturing  on  more  once  more, 
to  try  if  I  could  learn  any  thing 
of  him  or  them.  It  was  the  third 
night  after  the  action,  that  I  had  a 
great  mind  to  learn,  if  I  could  by 'any 
means,  what  mifchief  we  had  done, 
and  how  the  game  ftood  on  the  Indian 
fide.  I  was  careful  to  do  it  in  the 
dark,  left  we  mould  be  attacked  again  j 
but  I  ought,  indeed,  to  have  been 
fure,  that  the  men  I  went  with  had 
been  under  my  command,  before  I 
engaged  in  a  thing  fo  hazardous  and 
mifchievous,  as  I  was  brought  into  it 
without  my  knowledge  or  defire. 

We  took  twenty  ftout  fellows  with 
•us  as  any  in  the  fhip,  befides  the  fuper- 
cargo  and  myfelf  j  and  we  landed  two 
hours  before  midnight,  at  the  fame 
place  where  the  Indians  ftood  drawn 
up  the  evening  before.  I  landed  here, 
becaufe  my  deiign,  as  I  have  faid, 
was  chiefly  to  fee  .if  they  had  quitted 
the  field,  and  if  they  had  left  any 
marks  behind  them,  or  of  the  mif- 
chief we  had  done  them  j  and  I  thought, 
if  we  could  furprize  one  or  two  of 
them,  perhaps  we  might  get  our  man 
again  by  way  of  exchange. 

We  landed  without  any  noife,  and 
&vided  our  men  into  two"  companies, 
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whereof  the  boatfwain  commanded 
one,  and  I  the  other.  We  neither  could 
hear  nor  fee  any  body  ftir  when  we 
landed  j  ib  we  marched  up,  one  body 
at  a  diftance  from  the  other,  to  the 
field  of  battle.  At  firft  we  could  fee 
nothing,  it  being  very  dark  j  but  by 
and  by  our  boatfwain,  that  led  the 
firft  party,  (tumbled  and  fell  over  a 
dead  body  :  this  made  them  halt  there 
awhile  j  for  knowing,  by  the  circum- 
ftances,  that  they  were  at  the  place 
where  the  Indians  had  ftood,  they 
waited  for  my  coming  up.  Here  we 
concluded  to  halt  till  the  moon  began 
to  rife,  which  we  knew  would  be  in 
lefs  than  an  hour  j  and  then  we  could 
eafily  difcern  the  havock  we  had  made 
among  them.  We  told  two  and  thirty 
bodies  upon  the  ground,  whereof  two 
were  not  quite  dead  j  fome  had  an 
arm,  and  fome  a  leg,  fliot  oft,  and  one 
his  head:  thofe  that  were  wounded, 
we  fuppofed  they  had  carried  away. 

When  we  had  made,  as  I  thought, 
a  full  difcovery  of  all  we  could  come 
at  the  knowledge  of,  I  was  for  going 
on  board  again  j  but  the  boatfwain 
and  his  party  fent  me  word,  that 
they  were  refolved  to  make  a  vifit  to  the 
Indian  town,  where  thefedogs,  as  they 
called  them,  dwelled,  and  delired  me 
to  go  along  them  j  and  if  they  could 
find  them,  as  they  ftill  fancied  they 
Ihould,  they  did  not  doubt,  they  faid, 
getting  a  good  booty  j  and  it  might 
be,  they  might  find  Thomas  Jeffries 
there:  that  was  the  man's  name  we  had 
loft. 

Had  they  fent  to  afk  my  leave  to  go, 
I  knew  well  .enough  what  anfwer  to 
kave  given  them  j  for  I  would  have 
commanded  them  inftantly  on  board, 
knowing  it  was  not  a  hazard  .fit  for  us 
to  run,  who  had  a  /hip  and  a  mip's 
loading  in  our  charge,  and  a  voyage 
to  make,  which  depended  very  much 
upon  the  lives  of  the  men  :  but  as  they 
fent  me  word  they  were  refolved  to  go, 
and  only  afked  me  and  my  company 
to  go  along  with  them,  I  positively 
refufed  it,  and  rofe  up  (for  I  was 
fitting  on  the  ground)  in  order  to  go 
to  the  boat.  One  or  two  of  the  men  be-» 
gan  to  importune  me  to  go ;  and, 
when  I  ftill  refufed  politively,  began 
to  grumble,  and  fay  they  were  not  un- 
der my  command,  and  they  would  go. 
«  Come,  Jack,'  fays  one  of  the  men, 
*  will  you  go  with  me  ?  I  will  go  foi 

«  one.* 
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'  one.*  Jack  faid  he  would  ;  and  ano- 
ther followed,  and  then  another:  and, 
in  a  word,  they  all  left  me  but  one, 
whom,  with  much  difficulty,  too,  I  per- 
fuaded  to  itay.  So  the  fupercargo  and 
I,  with  one  man,  went  back  to  the 
boat,  where,  I  told  them,  we  would 
ftay  for  them,  and  take  care  to  take  in 
as  many  of  them  as  mould  be  left} 
for  I  told  them,  it  was  a  mad  thing 
they  were  going  about,  and  fuppofed 
molt  of  them  would  run  the  fate  of 
Thomas  Jeffries. 

They  told  me,  like  Teamen,  they 
would  warrant  it  they  would  come  off 
again  j  and  they  would  take  care,  &c. 
So  away  the  went.  I  in  treated  them 
to  coniider  the  /hip  and  the  voyage  j 
that  their  lives  were  not  their  own, 
and  that  they  were  intruded  with  the 
voyage  in  fomemeafure;  that  if  they 
nnfcairied,  the  (hip  might  be  loft  for 
want  of  their  help  ;  ?nd  that  they  couid 
Dot  anfwer  it  to  God  and  man,  i  laid 
a  great  deal  more  to  them  on  that  head, 
but  I  might  as  well  have  talked  to  the 
main-mall  of  the  fhip:  they  were  mad 
•upon  their  journey  ;  only  they  gave 
me  good  words,  and  begged  I  would 
not  be  angry  j  faid  they  would  be 
very  cautious,  and  they  did  not  doubt 
but  they  would  be  back  again  in  about 
an  hour  at  fartheft ;  fur  the  Indian 
town,  they  faid,  was  not  above  half  a 
mile  off:  though  they  found  it  above 
two  miles  before  they  got  to  it. 

Well,  they  all  went  away,  as  above  j 
and  though  the  attempt  was  defperate, 
and  fuch  as  none  but  madmen  would 
have  gone  about,  yet,  to  give  them 
their  due,  they  went  about  it  warily 
as  well  as  boldly.  They  were  gal- 
lantly armed,  that  is  true  ;  for  they  had 
every  man  a  fuiil  or  mulquet,  a  bay- 
onet, and  every  man  a  piitol  ;  Ibmeof 
them  had  broad  cutlafies,  Ibme  of  them 
hangers,  and  the  boatfwain  and  two 
moie  had  pole-axes  :  be  fides  all  which 
they  had  aniong  them  thirteen  hand- 
grenadoes.  Bolder  fellows,  and  bet- 
ter provided,  never  went  about  any 
wicked  work  in  the  world. 

"When  they  went  out,  their  chief 
defign  was  plunder;  rnd  they  were 
in  mighty  hopes  of  finding  gold  there; 
but  a  circumliance  which  rone  of 
them  was  aware  of,  let  them  on  fire 
with  revenge,  and  made  devils  of  them 
all.  When  they  c.imc  tc  the  tew  It.disn 
wiiicii  they  thought  had  been 


the  town,  which  were  not  above  half 
a  mile  off,  they  were  under  a  great  dif- 
appointment ;  for  there  were  not)  above 
twelve  or  thirteen  houfes ;  and  where 
the  town  was,  or  how  big,  they  knew 
not:  they  confulted  therefore  what  to 
do,  and  were  foine  time  before  they 
could  refolvej  for  if  they  fell  upon 
thele,  they  muft  cut  all  tlieir  thn  ats  ; 
and  it  was  ten  to  one  but  fume  of 
them  might  efcape,  it  being  in  the 
night,  though  the  moon  was  up  j  and 
if  one  efcaped,  he  would  run  away 
and  raife  all  the  town,  io  they  fhould 
have  a  whole  army  upon  them.  Again, 
on  the  other  hand,  if  they  went  away, 
and  left  thofe  untouched  (for  the  people 
were  all  alleep)  they  could  not  tell 
which  way  to  look  for  the  town. 

However  the  lalt  was  the  befl  ad- 
vice ;  fo  they  refolved  to  leave  thofe 
houfes,,  and  look  for  the  town  as  well 
as  they  could.  They  went  on  a  little 
way;  ar*d  found  a  cow  tied  to  a  tree. 
This  they  prefently  concluded  would 
be  a  good  guide  to  them  j  for  they 
faid  the  cow  certainly  belonged  to  the 
town  before  them,  or  the  town  behind 
them  j  and  if  they  untied  her,  they 
fliould  fee  which  way  (he  went :  if  fhe 
went  back,  they  had  nothing  to  fay  to 
her;  but,  if  fne  went  forward,  they 
had  nothing  to  do  but  to  follow  her. 
So  they  cut  the  cord,  which  was  made 
of  twitted  flags,  and  the  cow  went  on 
before  them.  In  a  word,  the  cow  led 
them  direftly  to  the  town,  which,  as 
they  reported,  confided  of  above  two 
hundred  houfes  or  huts;  and  in  feme 
of  thefe  they  found  feveral  families 
living  together. 

Here  they  found  all  filent;  as  pro- 
foundly fecure  as  fleep  and  a 'country 
that  had  never  feen  an  enemy  of  that 
kind  could  make  them.  Upon  this 
they  called  another  council,  to  coniider 
what  they  had  to  do;  and,  in  a  word, 
they  refolved  to  divide  themfelves  into 
three  bodies,  and  to  let  three  houfes 
on  fire  in  three  parts  of  the  town,  and 
as  the  men  came  out,  to  feize  thun 
and  bind  them,  if  any  refilled;  they 
need  not  be  afked  what  to  do  then  ;  and 
io  icarch  the  red  of  the  hdufes  for  plun- 
der; but  refolved  to  march  fiiently 
:  iirough  the  town,  and  fee  what 
ilmif-nfions  it  was  of,  and  conficicr  if 
they  might  venture  upon  it  or  no. 

They  did  To,  and  defperately  re- 
folved  'that  they  would  venture  upon 

them. 
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\\\tm.  But  while  they  were  animating 
one  another  to  the  work,  three  of  them, 
that  were  a  little  before  the  reft,  called 
out  aloud,  and  told  them  they  had 
found  Thomas  Jeffries.  They  all  ran 
tip  to  the  place,  and  fo  it  was  indeed ; 
for  there  they  found  the  poor  fellow 
hanged  up  naked  by  one  arm,  and  his 
throat  cut.  There  was  an  Indian 
houfe  juft  by  the  tree,  where  they  found 
fixteen  or  feventeen  of  the  principal 
Indians,  who  had  been  concerned  in 
the  fray  with  us  before,  and  two  or 
three  of  them  wounded  with  our  mot; 
and  our  men  found  they  were  awake, 
and  talking  one  to  another  in  that 
houfe,  but  knew  not  their  number. 

The  fight  of  their  poor  mangled 
comrade  fo  enrnged  them,  as  before, 
that  they  fwore  to  one  another  they 
would  be  revenged,  and  that  not  an 
Indian  who  came  into  their  hands 
ihould  have  quarter :  and  to  work  they 
went  immediately  j  and  yet  not  fo 
madly  as,  by  the  rage  and  fury  they 
were  in,  might  be  expecled.  Their 
firft  care  was  to  get  fomething  that 
would  foon  take  fire ;  but  after  a  little 
fearch,  they  found  that  would  be  to 
no  purpofe,  for  moft  of  the  houies 
were  low,  and  thatched  with  flags  or 
rufhes,  of  which  the  country  was  full: 
fo  they  prefently  made  fome  wildfire, 
as  they  call  it,  by  wetting  a  little 
powder  in  the  palms  of  their  hands; 
and,  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  they  fet 
the  town  on  fire  in  four  or  five  places, 
and  particularly  that  houfe  where  the 
Indians  were  not  gone  to  bed.  As 
foon  as  the  fire  began  to  blaze,  the 
poor  frighted  creatures  began  to  rum 
out  to  lave  their  lives;  but  met  with 
their  fate  in  the  attempt,  and  efpe- 
cially at  the  door,  where  they  drove 
them  back,  the  boatfwain  himiclf  kill- 
ing one  or  two  with  his  pole-ax.  The 
houfe  being  large,  and  many  in  it,  he 
did  not  care  to  go  in,  but  called  for  a 
hand-grenado,  and  threw  it  among 
them,  which,  at  £rft,  flighted  them ; 
but  when  it  burft,  made  fuch  havock 
among  them,  that  they  cried  out  in 
a  hideous  manner. 

In  fhort,  moft  of  the  Indians  who 
were  in  the  open  part  of  the  houfe 
were  killed  or  hurt  with  the  grenado, 
except  two  or  three  more,  who  preffed 
to  the  door,  which  the  boatfwain  and 
two  m»re  kept  with  the  bayonets  in 
Ihe  muzzles  of  their  pieces,  and  dif- 
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patched  all  who  came  that  way.  Bat 
there  was  another  apartment  in  the 
houfe,  where  the  prince  or  king,  or 
whatfoever  he  was,  and  feveral  others 
wciv  j  and  they  kept  in,  till  the  houfe, 
which  was  by  this  time  all  of  a  light 
flame,  fell  in  upon  them,  and  they 
were  fmothered  or  burnt  together. 

All  this  while  they  fired  not  a  gun, 
becaufe  they  would  not  waken  the 
people  falter  than  they  could  mafter 
them  ;  but  the  fire  began  to  wakea 
them  faft  enough,  and  our  fellows 
were  glacl  to  keep  a  little  together  in 
bodies  j  for  the  fire  grew  fo  raging, 
all  the  hcufes  being  made  of  light 
combuftible  ftuff,  that  they  could 
hardly  bear  the  ftreet  between  them  ; 
and  their  bulinefs  was  to  follow  the 
fire  for  the  furer  execution.  As  fail 
as  the  fire  either  forced  the  people  out 
of  thofe  houfes  which  were  burning, 
or  frighted  them  out  of  others,  our 
people  were  ready  at  their  doors  to 
knock  them  on  the  head,  ftill  calling 
and  hallooing  to  one  another  to  re- 
member Thomas  Jeffries. 

While  this  was  doing,  I  muft  con- 
fefs  J  was  veryuneaiy,  and  efpecially, 
when  I  faw  the  flames  of  the  to\vn, 
which,  it  being  night,  ieemed  to  be  ju& 
by  me. 

My  nephew,  the  captain,  who  was 
rouzed  by  his  men  too,  feeing  fuch  a 
fire,  was  very  uneafy,  not  knowing 
what  the  matter  was,  or  what  danger 
I  was  in  j  efpecially  hearing  the  guns 
too;  for  by  this  time  they  began  to 
ufe  their  fire-arms.  A  thoufand 
thoughts  opprefTcd  his  mind  concerning 
me  and  the  fupercargo,  what  fiiouki 
become  of  us.  And~at  laft,  though 
he  could  ill  fpare  any  more  men,  yet, 
not  knowing  what  exigence  we  might 
be  in,  he  takes  another  boat,  and  with 
thirteen  men  and  himftlf  comes  on 
fhore  to  me. 

He  was  furprized  to  fee  me  and  the 
fupercargo  in  the"  boat,  with  no  more 
than  two  men,  for  one  had  been  left 
to  keep  the  boat :  and  though  he  was 
glad  that  we  were  well,  yet  he  was  in 
the  fame  impatience  with  us,  to  know 
what  was  doing ;  for  the  noife  conti- 
nued, and  the  flame  increafed.  I  con- 
fefs,  it  was  next  to  an  impoffibility  for 
any  men  in  the  world  to  re  lira  in  their 
curiofity  of  knowing  what  had  hap- 
pened, or  their  concern  for  the  fafety 
of  the  men.  la  a  word,  the  captain 

told 
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told  me,  he  would  go  and  help  his 
men,  let  what  would  come.  I  argued 
•with  him,  as  I  did  before  with  the 
men,  the  fafety  of  the  (hip,  and  the 
danger  of  the  voyage,  the  intereft  of 
the  owners  and  merchants,  &c.  and 
told  him,  I  would  go,  and  the  two 
men,  and  only  lee  if  we  could,  at  a 
iliftance,  learn  what  was  like  to  be 
the  event,  and  come  back  and  tell 
him. 

It  was  all  one  to  talk  to  my  nephew, 
as  it  was  to  talk  to  the  reft  before; 
he  would  go,  he  faid,  and  he  only 
wifhed  he  had  left  but  ten  men  in  the 
fhip  ;  for  he  could  not  think  of  having 
his  men  loft  for  want  of  help.  He 
had  rather,  he  laid,  lofe  the  fhip,  the 
voyage,  and  his  life,  and  all.  And 
fo  away  went  he. 

Nor  was  I  any  more  able  to  ftay  be- 
hind now,  than  I  was  toperfuade  them 
not  to  go  before ;  fo,  in  fhort,  the 
captain  ordered  two  men  to  row 
back  the  pinnace,  and  fetch  twelve 
men  more  from  the  (hip,  leaving  the 
long-boat  at  an  anchor  j  and  that  when 
they  came  back,  fix  men  mould  keep 
the  two  boats,  and  fix  more  come  after 
us.  So  that  he  left  only  fixteen  men  in 
the  mip ;  for  the  whole  mip^s  com- 
pany conlifted  of  fixty-five  men,  where- 
of two  were  loft  in  the  firft  quarrel, 
\vhich  brought  this  mifchief  on. 

Being  now  on  the  march,  you  may 
be  fure  we  felt  little  of  the  ground  we 
trod  on  ;  and  being  guided  by  the  fire, 
we  kept  no  path,  but  went  directly  to 
the  place  of  the  flame.  If  the  nolle  of 
the  guns  were  furprizing  to  us  before, 
the  cries  of  the  poor  people  were  now 
quite  of  another  nature,  and  filled  us 
with  horror.  I  muft  confels,  I  never 
was  at  the  facking  of  a  city,  or  at  the 
taking  of  a  town  by  ftorm.  I  have 
heard  of  Oliver  Cromwell  taking  Drog- 
heda  in  Ireland,  and  killing  man,  wo- 
man, and  child  ;  and  I  had  read  of 
Count  Tilly  facking  of  the  city  of 
Magdeburg,  and  cutting  the  throats  of 
twenty-two  thoufand  of  both  fexes;  but 
I  never  had  an  idea  of  the  thing  itfelf 
before  ;  nor  is  it  poffible  to  defcribe  it, 
or  the  horror  which  was  upon  our 
minds  at  hearing  it. 

However,  we  went  on,  and  at 
length,  came  to  the  town,  though 
there  was  no  entering  the  ftreets  of  it 
for  the  fire.  The  firft  objeft  we  met 
with  was  the  ruins  of  a  hut  or  hf  ufe, 


or  rather  the  afhc*  of  it,  for  the  houfe 
was  confumed  j  and  juft  before  it,  plain 
now  to  be  fcen  by  the  light  of  the  fire, 
lay  four  men  and  three  women  killed, 
and,  as  we  thought,  one  or  two  moru 
lay  in  the  heap  among  the  fire.  In 
fhort,  thefe  were  luch  inftancts  of  rage 
altogether  barbarous,  and  of  a  fury 
fomcthing  beyond  what  was  human, 
that  we  thought  it  importable  our  men 
could  be  guilty  of  it;  or,  if  they  were 
the  authors  of  it,  we  thought  that  every 
one  of  them  ought  to  be  put  to  the 
worft  of  deaths.  But  this  was  not 
all ;  we  faw  the  fire  increaled  forward, 
and  the  cry  went  on  juft  as  the  fire 
went  on,  fo  that  we  were  in  the  m- 
moft  confufion.  We  advanced  a  little 
way  farther,  and  beheld,  to  our  afto- 
nifnment,  three  women  naked,  crying 
in  a  moft  dreadful  manner,  and  flying 
as  if  they  had  indeed  had  wings,  and 
after  them  fixteen  or  feventeen  men, 
natives,  in  the  fame  terror  and  con- 
fternation,  with  three  of  our  EngliYh 
butchers  (for  I  can  call  them  no'bet- 
ter)  in  the  rear  ;  who,  when  they  could 
not  overtake  them,  fired  in  among 
them,  and  one  that  was  killed  by  the 
ihoc  fell  down  in  our  fight :  when, 
the  reft  faw  us,  believing  us  to  be  their 
enemies,  and  that  we  would  murder 
them,  as  well  as  thofe  that  purfued 
them,  they  fet  up  a  moft  dreadful 
Ihriek,  efpecially  the  women  ;  and  two 
of  them  fell  down  as  if  already  dead 
with  the  fright. 

My  very  foul  flirunk  within  me,  and 
my  blood  ran  chill  in  my  veins  when 
1  law  this  ;  and  I  believe,  had  the  three 
Englilh  failors  that  purfued  them 
come  on,  I  had  made  our  men  kill 
them  all.  However,  we  took  fome 
ways  to  let  the  poor  flying  creatures 
know  that  we  would  not  hurt  them  j 
and  immediatly  they  came  up  to  us, 
and  kneeling  down,  with  their  hands 
lifted  up,  made  piteous  lamentations 
to  us  to  lave  them,  which  we  let  them 
know  we  would  doj  whereupon  they 
kept  ail  together  in  a  huddle,  clofe  be- 
hind us,  for  protection.  I  left  my 
men  drawn  up  together,  and  charged 
them  to  hurt  nobody,  but,  if  poflible, 
of  our  prop!.-.-,  and 
.it  devil  r.  them, 

and  whnt   they  intended  to   d    ;   and, 
in    a  vorc!,    to    C'j:mnand    them    ofTj 
nlfunng  them,    that  if  they  Hayed  till 
•  ould  have  a  hundred 
thoufand 
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thoufand  men  about  their  ears.  I  fay, 
I  left  them,  and  went  among  thofe  fly- 
ing  people,  taking  only  iwo  of  our 
men  with  me;  and  there  was,  indeed, 
a  piteous  fpe&acle  among  them.  Some 
of  them  had  their  feet  terribly  burnt 
\vith  trampling  and  running  through 
the  fire;  others  their  hands  burnt: 
one  of  the  women  had  fallen  down  in 
the  fire,  and  was  almoft  burnt  to  death 
before  me  could  get  out  again  ;  two  or 
three  of  the  men  had  cuts  in  their 
backs  and  thighs,  from  our  men  pur- 
luing;  and  another  was  mot  through 
the  body,  and  died  while  I  was  there. 

I  would  fain  have  learned  what  the 
occafion  of  all  this  was,  but  I  could 
not  underltand  one  word  they  faid  ; 
though  by  figns  I  perceived,  that  fome 
of  them  knew  not  what  was  the  occa- 
fion themfelves.  I  was  fo  terrified 
in  my  thoughts  at  this  outrageous  at- 
tempt, that  I  could  not  (lay  there,  but 
went  back  to  my  own  men.  I  told 
them  my  refolution,  and  commanded 
them  to  follow  me ;  when  in  the  very 
moment  came  four  of  our  men,  with 
the  boatfwain  at  their  head,  running 
over  the  heaps  of  bodies  they  had  kill- 
ed, all  covered  with  blood  and  duft, 
as  if  they  wanted  more  people  to  maf- 
facre;  when  our  men  hallooed  to  them 
as  loud  as  they  could  halloo,  and 
with  much  ado  one  of  them  made 
them  hear ;  fo  that  they  knew  who  we 
were,  and  came  up  to  us. 

As  foon  as  the  boatfwain  faw  us, 
he  fet  dp  a  halloo  like  a  mout  of  tri- 
umph, for  having,  as  he  thought,  more 
help  come ;   and,  without  bearing  to 
boar  me,  *  Captain,'  fays  he,  '  noble 
captain,  I  am  glad  you  are  come; 
we  have  not  half  done  yet.   Villains  ! 
hell-hound  dogs  !  I  will  kill  as  many 
of    them   as    poor  Tom   has    hairs 
upon  his  head.     We  have  fworn  to 
fpare  none  of  them  j  we  will  root 
out  the  very  nation  of  them  from 
the  earth.'     And  thus  he   ran  on, 
out  of  breath  too  with    aclion  ;    and 
would  not  give  us  leave  to  Ipeak  a 
word. 

At  laft,  railing  my  voice,  that  I 
might  filence  him  a  little:  '  Barba- 

*  rous  dog  1'  faid  I,  '  what  are  you 

*  doing?  I  won't  have    one  creature 

*  touched  more,   upon  pain  of  death. 
'  I  charge  you,  upon  your  life,  to  flop 
'  your  hands,  and  (land  ftill  here,  or 

*  you  are  a  dead  man  this  minuiei' 


'  Why,  Sir,1  fays  he,  «  do  you 
c  know  what  you  do,  or  what  they 

*  have  done  ?  If  you  want  a  reafon  for 
'  what  we  have  done,  come  hither.* 
And  with  that  he  ftiewed  me  the  poor 
fellow  hanging  upon  a  tree,  with  his 
throat  cur. 

I  confcfs,  I  was  urged  then  myfelf, 
and  at  another  time  mould  have  been 
forward  enough;  but  I  thought  they 
had  carried  their  rage  too  far,  and 
thought  of  Jacob's  words  to  his 
fons  Simeon  and  Levi,  *  Curfed  be 

*  their  anger,  for  it  was  fierce  j  and 

*  their  wrath,  for  it  was  cruel/     But 
I  had  now  a  new  tafk  upon  my  hands  j 
for  when  the  men  I  carried  with  me 
faw  the  fight,  as  I   had   done,  I  had 
as  much   to  do  to  retrain  them,  as  I 
fliouid  have  had  with  the  others;   nay, 
my  nephew  himfelf  fell  in  with  them, 
and  told  me,  in  their  hearing,  that  he 
was  only  concerned  for  fear  of  their 
men    being   overpowered;   for,    as  to 
the  people,  he  thought  not  one  of  them 
ought  to  live;  for  they  had  all  glutted 
themfelves  with  the  murder  of  the  poor 
man,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  ufed  like 
murderers.     Upon  thefe  words,  away 
ran  eight  of  my  men,  with  the  boatf- 
wain and  his  crew,  to  compleat  their 
bloody  work.     And  I,  feeing  it  quite 
out  of  my  power  to  reftrain  them,  came 
away  penfive  and  fad;  for  I  could  not 
bear  the  light,  much  lefs  the  horrible 
noife  and  cuts  of  the  poor  wretches 
that  fell  into  their  hands. 

I  got  nobody  to  come  back  with 
me  but  the  lupercargo  and  two  men, 
and  with  theie  I  walked  back  to  the 
boats.  It  was  a  very  great  piece  of 
folly  in  me,  I  confefs,  to  venture  back 
as  it  were  alone  ;  for,  as  it  began  now 
to  be  almoft  day,  and  the  alarm  had 
run  over  the  country,  there  itood  about 
forty  men  armed  with  lances  and 
bows  at  the  little  place  where  the 
twelve  or  thirteen  houfes  ftood,  men- 
tioned before;  but  by  accident  I  miffed 
the  plnce,  and  came  directly  to  the  fea- 
fide;  and  by  that  time  I  got  to  the 
fea-iide,  it  was  broad  day.  I  imme- 
diately took  the  pinnace,  and  went  on. 
board,  and  fent  her  back  to  affift  the 
men  in  what  might  happen. 

I  obferved,  that  about  the  time  I 
came  to  the  boat-fide  the  fire  was 
pretty  well  ouf,  and  the  noife  abated; 
but  in  about  half  an  hour  after  I  got 
on  board,  I  heard  a  volley  of  our 
H  h  men's 
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men's  fire-arms,  and  Taw  a  great 
fmoke.  This,  as  I  underftood  after- 
wards, was  our  men  falling  upon  the 
forty  men,  who,  as  I  faid,  ftood  at 
the  few  houfcs  in  the  way}  of  whom 
they  killed  fixteeefl  or  feventeen,  and 
let  all  thole  houfes  on  fire,  but  did  not 
meddle  with  the  women  or  children. 

By  that  time  the  men  got  to  the 
fhore  again  with  the  pinnace,  our 
men  began  to  appear  j  they  came  drop- 
ping in,  fome  and  fome ;  not  in  two 
bodies,  and  in  form,  as  they  went  our, 
but  all  in  heaps,  ttiaggling  here  and 
there,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  a  fmall 
force  of  refolute  men  might  have  cut 
them  all  off. 

But  the  dread  of  them  was  upon  the 
whole  country.  The  people  were  a- 
mazed  and  furprized,  and  ib  frighted, 
that  I  believe  a  hundred  of  them 
would  have  fled  at  the  fight  of  but 
five  of  our  men".  Nor  in  all  this  ter- 
rible aclion  was  there  a  man  who 
made  any  confiderable  defence:  they 
were  fo  furprized  between  the  ter- 
ror of  the  fire,  and  the  fudden  at- 
tack of  our  men  in  the  dark,  that 
they  knew  not  which  way  to  turn 
themfelves;  for  if  they  fled  one  way, 
they  were  met  by  one  party ;  if  back 
again  by  another;  fo  that  they  were 
every  where  knocked  down.  Nor  did 
any  of  our  men  receive  the  leaft  hurt, 
except  one  who  ftrained  his  foot,  and 
another  had  one  of  his  hands  very 
much  burnt. 

I  was  very  angry  with  my  nephew, 
the  captain,  and  indeed  with  all  the 
men,  in  my  mind,  but  with  him  in 
particular;  as  well  for  his  acling  ib 
cut  of  his  duty,  as  commander  of  the 
fhip,  and  having  the  charge  of  the 
voyage  upon  him,  as  in  his  prompting, 
rather  than  cooling,  the  rage  of  his 
inen  in  fo  bloody  and  cruel  an  enter- 
prize.  My  nqjhew  anfwered  me  very 
refpeclfully  ;  but  told  me,  that  when 
he  faw  the  body  of  the  poor  feaman, 
whom  they  had  murdered  in  fuch  a 
cruel  and  barbarous  manner,  he  was 
not  mailer  of  himfelf,  neither  could 
he  govern  his  paffion.  He  owned  he 
fliould  not  have  done  fo,  as  he  was 
commander  of  the  jfhip  j  but,  as  he 
was  a  man,  and  nature  moved  hun, 
he  could  not  bear  it.  As  for  :the  rell 
of  the  men,  they  were  not  fubjjct 
to  me  at  all,  and  they  knew  it  well 


enough,  fo  they  took  no  notice  of  my 
diflike. 

The  next  day  wefetrail  ;  fo  we  never 
heard  any  more  of  it.  Otrr  men  differ- 
ed in  the  account  of  th*  number  they 
killed;  fome  faid  one  thing,  fome  ano- 
thtrj  but,  accord  ing  to  the  beltof  their 
accounts,  put  all  together,  they  killed 
or  deltroyed  about  a  hundred  and  fifty 
people,  men,  women  and  children,  and 
left  not  a  houfe  ftanding  in  the  town. 
As  for  the  poor  fellow,  Thomas  Jef- 
fries, as  he  was  quite  dead,  for  his 
throat  was  fo  cut  that  his  head  was 
half  off,  it  would  do  him  no  fervice  to 
bring  him  away;  ib  they  left  him 
where  they  found  him,  only  took  him 
down  from  the  tree  where  he  was 
hanged  by  one  hand. 

However  juft  our  men  thought  this 
aftion  to  be,  I  was  againft  them  ir»  it ; 
and  I  always,  after  that  time,  told 
them  God  would  blaft  the  voyage  j  for 
I  looked  upon  the  blood  they  fhed  that 
night  to  be  murder  in  them  :  for 
though  it  is  true  that  they  killed 
Thomas  Jeffries,  yet  it  was  as  true  that 
Jeffries  was  the  aggrelfor,  had  broken 
the  truce,  and  had  violated  or  debauch- 
ed a  young  woman  of  theirs,  who  came 
to  our  camp  innocently,  and  on  the 
faith  of  their  capitulation. 

The  boatfwain  defended  this  quar- 
rel when  we  were  afterwards  on  board. 
He  faid,  it  was  true,  that  we  feemed 
to  break  the  truce,  but  really  had 
notj  and  that  the  war  was  begun 
the  night  before  by  the  natives  them- 
felves, who  had  fhot  at  us,  and  killed 
one  of  our  men  without  any  juft  pro*- 
vocation  5  fo  that,  as  we  were  in  a 
capacity  to  fight  them,  we  might  alfo 
b«  in  a  capacity  to  do  ourielves  juftice 
upon  them  in  an  extraordinary  man- 
ner j  that  though  the  poor  man  had 
taken  liberty  with  a  wench,  he  ought 
not  to  have  been  murdered,  and  that 
in  fuch  a  villainous  manner ;  and 
that  they  did  nothing  but  what  was 
juft,  and  that  the  laws  of  God  allow- 
ed to  be  done  to  murderers. 

One  would  think  this  fliouhl  have 
been  enough  to  have  warned  us  againft 
going  on  more  among  heathens  and 
barbarians  ;  but  it  is  impofiible  to 
make  mankind  wile  but  at  their  o\vn 
experience,  and  their  experience  feem* 
to  be  always  of  moft  ufc  to  them  whca 
it  is  dearelt  boucht. 

W« 


ROBINSON    CRUSOE. 


We  were  now  bound  to  the  Gulph 
of  Penfia,  and  from  thence  to  the  co"ft 
of  Coromandcl,  only  to  touch  at  Su- 
rat ;  but  the  chief  of  the  fupercargo's 
defign  lay  at  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  where, 
if  he  miffed  of  the  bufinefs  outward- 
bound,  he  was  to  go  up  to  China,  and 
return  to  the  Coait  as  he  came  home. 

The  firft  difafter  that  befel  us  was 
in  the  Gulph  of  Perfia,  where  five  of 
our  men,  venturing  on  more  on  the 
Arabian  fide  of  the  Gulph,  were  fur- 
rounded  by  the  Arabs,  and  either  all 
killed,  or  carried  away  into  flavery. 
The  reft  of  the  boat's  crew  were  not 
able  to  refcue  them,  and  had  but  juft 
time  to  get  off  their  boat.  I  began  to 
upbraid  them  with  the  juft  retribution 
of  Heaven  in  this  cafe  ;  but  the  boat- 
fwain very  warmly  told  me,  he  thought 
J  went  farther  in  my  cenfures  than  I 
could  mew  any  warrant  for  in  Scrip- 
ture, and  referred  to  the  i3th  of  St. 
Luke,  ver.  4..  where  our  Saviour  in- 
timates, that  thofe  men  on  whom  the 
Tower  of  Siloam  fell,  were  not  fm- 
ners  above  all  the  Galileans.  But  that 
which  indeed  put  me  to  filence  in 
this  cafe  was,  that  none  of  thefe  five 
men  who  were  now  loft,  were  of  the 
number  of  thofe  who  went  on  more  to 
the  maffacre  of  Madagafcar,  (fo  I  al- 
ways called  it,  though  our  men  could 
not  bear  the  word  maffacre  with  any 
patience;)  and,  indeed,  this  laft  cir- 
cumftance,  as  I  have  faid,  put  me  to 
iilence  for  the  present. 

But  my  frequent  preaching  to  them 
on  this  fubjeft  had  worfeconfequences 
than  J  expected;  and  the  boatfwain, 
who  had  been  at  the  head  of  the  at- 
tempt, came  up  boldly  to  me  one  time, 
and  told  me,  he  found  that  I  continu- 
ally brought  that  affair  upon  the  ftage; 
that  I  made  unjuft  reflections  upon  it, 
and  had  ufed  the  men  very  ill  on  that 
account,  and  himfelf  in  particular; 
that  as  I  was  but  a  paffenger,  and  had 
no  command  in  the  (hip,  or  concern  in 
the  voyage,  they  were  not  obliged  to 
bear  it ;  that  they  did  not  know  but  I 
might  have  fome  ill  defign  in  my  head, 
and,  perhaps,  call  them  to  an  account 
for  it  when  they  came  to  England; 
and  that  therefore,  unlefs  I  would  re- 
folve  to  have  done  with  it,  and  alfo 
not  to  concern  myfelf  farther  with  him, 
or  any  of  his  affairs,  he  would  leave 
the  mipj  for  he  did  not  think  itwajs 
fafe  to  iail  with  me  among  them. 
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I  heard  him  patiently  enough  till  he 
had  done,  and  then  told  him,  that  I 
did  confefs  I  had  all  along  oppofed  the 
maiTacre  of  Madagafcar,  for  fuch  I 
would  always  call  it;  and  that  I  had 
on  all  occafions  fpoken  my  mind  freely 
about  it,  though  not  more  upon  him 
than  any  of  the  reft  :  that  as  to  my 
having  no  command  in  the  mip,  that 
was  true,  nor  did  I  exercife  any  au- 
thority, only  took  the  liberty  of  (peak- 
ing my  mind  in  things  which  pub- 
lickly  concerned  us  all.  As  to  what 
concern  I  had  in  the  voyage,  that  was 
none  of  his  bufinefs  ;  I  was  a  confi- 
derable  owner  of  the  mip,  and  in  that 
claim  I  conceived  I  had  a  right  to 
fpeak,  even  farther  than  I  had  yet 
done,  and  would  not  be  accountable 
to  him  or  any  one  elfe;  and  began  to 
be  a  little  warm  with  him.  He  made 
but  little  reply  to  me  at  that  time,  and 
I  thought  the  affair  had  been  over. 
We  were  at  this  time  in  the  road  to 
Bengal ;  and,  being  willing  to  fee  the 
place,  I  went  on  fhore  with  the  fuper- 
cargo,  in  the  /hip's  boat,  to  divert 
mylelf ;  and  towards  evening  was  pre- 
paring to  go  on  board,  when  one  of 
the  men  came  to  me,  and  tokl  me,  he 
would  not  have  me  trouble  myfelf  to 
come  down  to  the  boat,  for  they  had 
orders  not  to  carry  me  on  board.  Any 
one  may  guefs  what  a  furprize  I  was 
in  at  fo  iniblent  a  meffage;  and  I  afk- 
ed  the  man,  who  bade  him  deliver 
that  errand  to  me.  He  told  me  the 
cockfwain.  I  faid  no  more  to  the  fel- 
low, but  bid  him  let  them  know  he 
had  delivered  his  meffage,  and  that  I 
had  given  him  no  anfwer  to  itf 

I  immediately  went,  and  found  out 
the  fupercargo,  and  told  him  the  ftory, 
adding,  what  I  prefently  forefaw,  viz. 
that  there  would  certainly  be  a  mutiny 
in  the  mip  ;  and  in  treated  him  to  go 
immediately  on  board  the  mip  in  an 
Indian  boat,  and  acquaint  the  captain 
of  it.  But  I  might  have  fpared  this 
intelligence  ;  for,  before  I  had  fpoken 
to  him  on  more,  tfoe  matter  was  effect- 
ed on  board.  The  boatfwain,  the  gun- 
ner, the  carpenter,  and  in  a  word,  all 
the  inferior  officers,  as  foon  as  I  was 
gone  off  in  the  boat,  came  up  to  the 
quarter-deck,  and  defired  to  fpeak  with 
the  captain  ;  and  there  the  boatfwain, 
making  a  long  harangue,  (for  the  fel- 
low talked  very  well)  and  repeating 
all  he  had  faid  to  me,  told  the  cap- 
H  h  *  tain 
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tain  in  a  few  words,  thnt  as  I  was 
now  gone  peaceably  on  fhore,  they  were 
loth  to  ufe  any  violence  with  me; 
which,  if  I  had  not  gone  on  fliore, 
they  would  otherwife  have  done,  to 
oblige  me  to  have  gone.  They  there- 
fore thought  fit  to  tell  him,  that  as 
they  fhipped  themfelves  to  ferve  in  the 
fliip  under  his  command,  they  would 
perform  it  faithfully  ;  but  if  I  would 
not  quit  the  (hip,  or  the  captain  oblige 
me  to  quit  it,  they  would  all  leave  the 
fhip,  and  fail  no  farther  with  him. 
And  at  that  word  ALL,  he  turned 
his  face  about  towards  the  main-mafr, 
which  was,  it  feems,  the  fignal  agreed 
on  between  them  ;  at  which  all  the 
feamen  being  got  together,  they  cried 
out,  '  One  and  all  1  one  and  all  !' 

My  nephew,  the  captain,  was  a  man 
of  fpirit,  and  of  great  prefenceof  mind; 
and  though  he  was  furprized,  you  may 
be  fure,  at  the  thing,  yet  he  told  them 
calmly,  he  would  confider  of  the  mat- 
ter; but  that  he  could  do  nothing  in 
it  till  he  had  fpoken  to  me  about  it. 
He  ufed  fome  arguments  with  them,  to 
fhewthem  the  unreafonablenefsand  in- 
juftice  of  the  thing  j  but  it  was  all  in 
vain  :  they  fwore,  and  fliook  hands 
round,  before  his  face,  that  they  would 
go  all  on  fliore,  unlefs  he  would  en- 
gage to  them,  not  to  fufFer  me  to  come 
on  board  the  (hip. 

This  was  a  hard  article  upon  him, 
who  knew  his  obligation  to  me,  and 
did  not  know  how  I  might  take  it. 
So  he  began  to  talk  cavalierly  to  them; 
told  them,  that  I  was  a  very  confi- 
dernb^e  owner  of  the  fhip,  and  that  in 
juftice  he  could  not  put  me  out  of  my 
own  houfe;  that  this  was  next  door  to 
ierving  me  as  the  famous  pirate  Kid 
had  done,  who  made  the  mutiny  in 
the  fhip,  let  the  captain  on  fhore  in  an 
uninhabited  ifland,  and  ran  away  with 
the  fhip  ;  that,  let  them  go  into  what 
fhip  they  would,  if  ever  they  came  to 
England  again,  it  would  colt  thc'in 
dear;  that  the  fhip  was  mine,  and  that 
l\e  would  not  put  me  out  of  it  ;  and 
that  he  would  rather  lofe  the  (hip,  and 
the  voyage  too,  than  difoblige  me  fo 
much  :  fo  they  might  do  as  they  pleaf- 
cd.  However,  he 'would  go  on  fhore, 
and  talk  with  me  there  ;  and  invited 
the  boatfwain  to  go  with  him,  and  per- 
haps they  might  accommodate  the.jnat- 
ter  with  me. 


But  they  all  resetted  the  propofa!  5 
ami  laid,  tluy  would  have  nothing  to 
do  with  me  any  more,  neither  on  board 
nor  on  fhore  ;  and  if  I  came  on  board, 
they  would  goon  more.  «  Well,'  faid 
the  captain, '  if  you  are  all  of  this  mind, 
«  let  me  go  on  fliore  and  talk  with  him.* 
So  away  he  came  to  me  with  this  ac- 
count, a  little  after  the  meflage  had 
been  brought  to  me  from  the  cock- 
fwain. 

I  was  very  glad  to  fee  my  nephew, 
I  muft  confe(s  ;  for  I  was  not  without 
apprehenfions  that  they  would  confine 
him  by  violence,  fet  fail,  and  run 
away  with  the  fliip;  and  then  I  had 
been  ftripped  naked  in  a  remote  coun- 
try, and  nothing  to  help  myfelf :  in 
fhort,  I  had  been  in  a  worfe  cafe  than 
when  I  was  all  alone  in  the  ifland. 

But  they  had  not  come  to  that 
length,  it  feems,  to  my  great  fatis- 
fa61ion.  And  when  my  nephew  told 
me  what  they  had  faid  to  him,  and 
how  they  had  [worn,  and  fliook  hands, 
that  they  would  one  and  all  leave  the 
fliip  if  I  was  fuffered  to  come  on  board, 
I  told  him  he  fhould  not  be  concerned 
at  it  at  all,  for  I  would  flay  on  fliore. 
I  only  delired  he  would  take  care  and 
fend  me  all  my  neceflary  things  on 
fliore,  and  leave  me  a  Sufficient  lum  of 
money,  and  I  would  find  my  way  to 
England  as  well  as  I  could. 

This  was  a  heavy  piece  of  news  to 
my  nephew  ;  but  there  was  no  way  to 
help  it,  but  to  comply  with  it.  So  in 
fliort  he  went  on  board  the  fliip  again, 
and  fatisfied  the  men  that  his  uncle 
had  yielded  to  their  importunity,  and 
had  lent  for  his  goods  from  on  board 
the  fhip.  So  the  matter  was  over  in  a 
very  few  hours ;  the  men  returned  to 
their  duty,  and  I  begun  to  confider 
what  courfe  I  fhould  fleer. 

I  was  now  alone  in  the  remoteft  part 
of  the  world,  as  I  think  I  may  call  it  j 
for  I  was  near  three  thoufand  leagues 
by  fea  farther  off  from  England  than 
1  was  at  my  ifland  ;  only,  it  is  true, 
I  might  travel  here  by  land  over  the 
Great  Mogul's  country  to  Surat;  might 
go  from  thence  to  Buffora  by  fea,  up 
the  Gulph  of  Petlia;  and  from  thence 
might  take  the  way  of;  the  caravans, 
over  the  Defarts  of  Arabia,  to  Aleppo 
and  Scanderoon  ;  from  thence  ! 
again  to  Italy,  and  fo  over  land  into 
France;  and  this,  put  together,  might 
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fee,  at  leaft,  a  full  diameter  of  the  globe ; 
but,  if  it  were  to, be  meafured,  I  fuppofe 
it  would  appear  to  be  a  great  deal  more. 

I  had  another  way  before  me,  which 
was  to  wait  for  fome  Englifh  mips, 
which  were  coming  to  Bengal,  from 
Achin,  on  the  ifland  of  Sumatra,  and 
get  pafTage  on  board  them  for  Eng- 
land. But  as  I  came  hither  without 
any  concern  with  the  Englifh  Eaft- 
India  company,  fo  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  go  from  hence  without  their 
licence,  unlefs  with  great  favour  of 
the  captains  of  the  mips,  or  of  the 
company's  factors ;  and  to  both  I  was 
an  utter  ftranger. 

Here  I  had  the  particular  pleafure, 
fpeaking  by  contrarieties,  to  fee  the 
fhip  fet  fail  without  me  ;  a  treatment, 
I  think,  a  man  in  my  circumftances 
fcarce  ever  met  with,  except  from  pi- 
rates running  away  with  a  fhip,  and 
fetting  thofe  that  would  not  agree  with 
their  villainy  on  fhore  :  indeed,  this 
was  the  next  door  to  it  both  ways. 
However,  my  nephew  left  me  two  fer- 
vants,  or  rather  one  companion  and 
one  fervant :  the  firft  was  clerk  to  the 
purfer,  whom  he  engaged  to  go  with 
me  ;  and  the  other  was  his  own  fer- 
vant. I  took  me  alfo  a  good  lodging 
in  the  houfe  of  an  Englifh  woman, 
where  feveral  merchants  lodged,  fome 
French,  two  Italians,  or  rather  Jews, 
and  oneEnglifhman.  Here  I  washand- 
fomely  enough  entertained  ;  and,  that 
I  might  not  be  faid  to  run  rafhly  upon 
any  ^hing,  I  ftayed  here  above  nine 
months,  confidering  what  courfe  to 
take,  and  how  to  manage  myfelf.  I 
had  fome  Englrfh  goods  with  me  of 
value,  and  a  conliderable  fum  of  mo- 
ney; my  nephew  furnifhing  me  with  a 
thoufand  pieces  of  eight,  and  a  letter 
of  credit  for  more,  if  I  had  occafion, 
that  I  might  not  be  ftraitened,  what- 
ever might  happen. 

I  quickly  difpofed  of  my  goods,  and 
to  advantage  too;  and,  as  I  originally 
intended,  I  bought  here  fome  very 
good  diamonds,  which,  of  all  other 
things,  were  the  molt  proper  for  me 
in  my  circumftances,  becaufe  I  might 
always  carry  my  whole  eftate  about  me. 

After  a  long  ftay  here,  and  many 
propofals  made  for  my  return  to  Eng- 
land, but  none  falling  to  my  mind, 
the  Englifh  merchant,  who  lodged 
with  me,  and  with  whom  I  had  con- 
trafted  an  intimate  acquaintance,  came 


to  me  one  morning.    '  Countryman/ 
fays  he,   '  I  have  a  project  to  commu- 
nicate to  you,  which,  as  it  fuits  with 
my  thoughts,  may,  for  au^h:  I  kno\v, 
fuit  with  yours  alfo,  when  we  ihall 
have  thoroughly  confidered  it. 
*  Here  we  are  potted/  fay  he;   c  you 
by  accident,  and  I  by  my  own  choice, 
in  a  part  of  the  world  very  remote 
from   our  own  country;  but  it  is  in 
a  country  where,  by  us  who  under- 
ftand  trade  .ind  bufmefs,  a  great  deal 
of  money  is  to  be  got.     If  you  will 
put  a  thouland  pounds  to  my  thou- 
fand   pounds,  we   will    hire  a   Ihip 
here,  the   firft    we   can   get    to   our 
minds;  you    mall    be    captain,    I'll 
be  merchant,  and  we  will  go  a  trad- 
ing voyage  to  China;  for  what  mould 
we  ftand  Mill  for?  The  whole  world 
is    in    motion,    rolling   round    and 
round  ;  all    the  creatures    of  God, 
heavenly  bodies  and  earthly,  are  bufy 
and  diligent  •;  why  fhould  we  be  idle? 
There  are  no  drones,'  fays  he,  '  liv- 
ing in    the  world   but    men :    why 
fliould  we  be  of  that  number?' 
I  liked  this  propofal  very  well,  and 
the  more,  becaufe  it  feemed  to  be  ex- 
preffed  with  fo  much  good  will,  and 
in  fo   friendly  a  manner.     I  will  not 
fay  but   that  I   might,  by  my    loofe 
and  unhinged  circumftances,    be    the 
fitter  to  embrace  a  propofal  for  trade, 
and    indeed    for   any    thing  elfe  ;     or 
otherwife  trade  was  none  tof  my  ele- 
ment :  however,  I  might  perhaps  fay, 
with    fome   truth,  that    if    trade  was 
not   my  element,  rambling  was ;  and 
no  propofal  for  feeing  any  part  of  the 
world  which  I  had  never  feen  before 
could  pofiibly  come  amifs  to  me. 

It  was,  however,  fome  time  before 
we  could  get  a  fhip  to  our  mind  ;  and 
when  we  got  a  vefTd,  it  was  not  eafy  to 
get  Englifh  failors  ;  that  is  to  fay,  fo 
many  as  were  neccffary  to  govern  the 
voyage,  and  manage  ihe  failors  which 
we  mould  pick  up1  there.  After  fome 
time  we  got  a  mate,  a  boatfwain,  and 
a  gunner,  Englii'hj  a  Dutch  carpen- 
ter, and  three  Portugueze  foremaft 
men.  \Vith  thefe  we  found  we  could 
do  well  enough,  having  Indian  fea- 
men,  fuch  as  they  are,  to  make  up. 

There  are  fo  many  travellers  who 
have  written  thehiftoryof  their  voy- 
ages and  travels  this  way,  that  it 
would  be  but  very  little  diverfon  to 
any  body,  to  give  a  long  account  of 
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the  places  we  we nt  to,  and  the  people 
who  inhabit  there.  Thofe  things  I 
Jeave  to  others,  and  refer  the  reader  to 
thole  journals  and  travels  of  Englifh- 
men,  many  of  which  Lfind  die  pub- 
Jiflied,  and  more  promiled  every  day. 
It  is  enough  for  me  to  tell  you,  that 
we  made  the  voyage  to  Achin,  in  the 
ifland  of  Sumatra,  firft ;  and  from 
thence  to  Siam,  where  we  exchanged 
fome  of  our  wares  for  opium,  and  for 
fome  arrack}  the  firft,  a  commodity 
which  bears  a  great  price  among  the 
Chinefe,  and  which,  at  that  time,  was 
very  much  wanted  there.  In  a  word, 
we  went  up  to  Sufham,  made  a  very 
great  voyage,  were  eight  months  out, 
and  returned  to  Bengal  :  and  I  was 
very  well  fatisfied  with  my  adventure. 
I  obferve,  that  our  people  in  England 
often  admire  how  the  officers  which 
the  company  fend  into  India,  and  the 
merchants  which  generally  ftay  there, 
get  fuch  very  good  eftates  as  they  do, 
and  fometimes  come  home  worth  fixty 
to  feventy,  and  a  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  at  a  time. 

But  it  is  no  wonder:  or,  at,  leaft  we 
/hall  fee  fo  much  farther  into  it,  when 
we  confider  the  innumerable  ports  and 
places  where  they  have  a  free  com- 
merce, that  it  will  then  be  no  wonder; 
and  much  lefs  will  it  be  fo, when  we  con- 
fider, that  at  all  thole  places  and  ports 
where  theEnglifh  mips  come,  there  is 
fo  much  and  fuch  conflant  demand  for 
the  growth  of  all  other  countries,  that 
there  is  a  certain  vent  for  the  return, 
as  well  as  a  market  abroad  for  the 
goods  carried  out. 

In  ihort,  \ve  made  a  very  good  voy- 
age, and  I  got  fo  rmich  money  by 
the  firii  adventure,  and  fuch  an  infight 
into  the  method  of  getting  more,  that, 
had  I  been  twenty  years  younger,  I 
fhould  have  been  tempted  to  have 
ftayed  here,  and  fought  no  farther  for 
making  my  fortune.  But  what  was 
all  this  to  a  man  on  the  wrong  fide  of 
threefcore ;  that  was  rich  enough, 
and  came  abroad  more  in  obedience  to 
a  reftlefs  defne  of  feeing  the  world, 
than  a  covetous  defire  of  getting  in  it  ? 
And,  indeed,  1  think  it  is  with  great 
juftice  that  I  now  call  it  a  re  It  1  els  de- 
iire;  for  it  was  fo.  When  I  was  at 
home,  I  was  reftlefs  to  g»  abroad ; 
and  now  I  was  abroad,  1  was  reftlef? 
to  be  at  home.  I  lay,  what  was  this 
gain  to  me  ?  I  was  rich  enough  alrea- 
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dy ;  nor  had  I  any  uneafy  denres  about 
getting  more  money  j  and  therefore 
the  profits  of  the  voyage  to  me  were 
things  of  no  great  force  to  me,  for  the 
prompting  me  forward  to  farther  un- 
dertakings. Hence  I  thought,  that  by 
this  voyage  I  had  made  no  progrefs  at 
all  ;  becaufe  I  was  come  back,  as  I 
might  call  it,  to  the  place  from  whence 
I  came,  as  to  an  home;  whereas  my 
eye,  which,  like  that  which  Solomon 
fpeaks  of,  was  never  fatisfied  with  fee- 
ing, was  ftill  more  defirous  of  wan- 
dering and  feeing.  I  was  come  into  a 
part  of  the  world  which  I  never  was 
in  before  ;  and  that  part  in  particular 
which  I  had  heard  much  of,  and  was 
refolved  to  fee  as  much  of  it  as  I 
could  ;  and  then,  I  thought,  I  might 
fay,  I  had  feen  all  the  world  that  wa* 
worth  feeing. 

But  my  fellow-traveller  and  I  had 
different  notions.  I  do  not  name  this 
to  infift  upon  my  own,  for  I  acknow* 
ledge  his  was  moft  juft,  and  the  moil 
fuited  to  the  end  of  a  merchant's  lifej 
who,  when  he  is  abroad  upon  adven- 
tures, it  is  his  wifdom  to  Hick  to  that 
as  the  bell  thing  for  him,  which  he 
is  like  to  get  the  moft  money  by.  My 
new  friend  kept  himfelf  to  the  nature 
of  the  thing,  and  would  have  been 
content  to  have  gone  like  a  carrier's 
horfe,  always  to  the  fame  inn,  back- 
ward and  forward,  provided  he  could, as 
he  called  it,  find  his  account  in  it.  On 
the  other  hand,  mine,  as  old  as  I  was, 
was  the  notion  of  a  mad  rambling  boy, 
that  never  cares  to  fee  a  thing  twice 
over. 

But  this  was  not  all.  I  had  a  kind 
of  impatience  upon  me  to  be  nearer 
home,  and  yet  the  moft  unfettled  re- 
folution  imaginable  which  way  to  go. 
In  the  interval  of  thefe  confutations, 
my  friend,  who  was  always  upon 
the  fearch  for  bufinefs,  propofed  an- 
other voyage  to  me;  viz.  among  the 
Spice  Inlands  ;  ami  to  bring  home  a 
load  of  ciovts  from  the  Manillas,  or 
thereabouts  ;  places  where,  indeed, 
the  Dutch  do  trade,  but  the  iflamU 
belong  partly  to  the  Spaniards  :  though 
we  went  not  fo  far,  but  to  fome  other, 
where  they  have  not  the  whole  power, 
as  they  have  at  Batavia,  Ceylon,  &c. 
We  were  not  long  in  preparing  for 
this  voyage;  the  chief  difficulty  was, 
in  bringing  me  to  come  into  it:  how- 
ever, at  laft,  nothing elfe  offering,  an4 

finding 
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finding  that  really  ftirring  about  and 
trading,  the  profit  being  ib  great,  and, 
as  I  may  fay,  certain,  had  rapre  plea- 
fore  in  it,  and  more  iatisfa&ion  to  the 
mind  than  fitting  ftill,  which,  to  me 
efpecially,  was  the  unhappielt  part  of 
life,  I  refolved  on  this  voyage  too; 
which  we  made  very  fuccefsfully, 
touching  at  Borneo,  and  feveral  iflands 
whole  names  I  do  not  remember,  and 
came  home  in  about  five  months.  We 
fold  our  fpice,  which  was  chiefly  cloves, 
and  fome  nutmegs,  to  the  Periian  mer- 
chants, who  carried  them  away  for  the 
gulph  ;  and,  making  near  five  of  one, 
we  really  got  a  great  deal  ot  money. 

My  friend,  when  we  made  up  this 
account,  fmiled  at  me.   «  Well  now/ 
faid  he,  with  a  fort  of  an  agreeable  in- 
fult  upon  my  indolent  temper,  '  is  not 
«  this  better  than  walking  about  here, 
'  like  a  man  of  nothing  to  do,  and 
fpending  our  time  in  ftaring  at  the 
nonfenfe  and   ignorance  of  the  Pa- 
gans ?'— <  Why,  truly,'  faid  I,  « my 
friend,  I  think  it  is  ;  and  I  begin  to 
be  a  con  vert  to  the  principles  of  mer- 
chandizing; but   I    muft  tell  you,' 
aid  I,  '  by  the  way,  you  do  not  know 
what  I  am   a   doing;  for  it  once  I 
conquer  my  backwardnefs,  and  em- 
bark heartily,  as  old  as  I  am,  I  fliall 
harrafs  you  up  and  down  the  world 
till   I  tire  you  ;  for  I  mall  puriue  it 
fo  eagerly,  I  mall  never  let  you  lie 
ftill.1 

But  to  be  fhort  with  my  fpecula- 
tions,  a  little  while  after  this  there 
came  in  a  Dutch  fhip  from  Batavia ; 
(he  was  a  coafter,  not  an  European 
trader,  and  of  about  two  hundred  tons 
burden.  The  men,  as  they  pretend- 
ed, having  been  fo  fickly,  that  the 
captain  had  not  men  enough  to  go  to 
fea  with,  he  lay  by  at  Bengal ;  and,  as 
if  having  got  money  enough,  or  be- 
ing willing,  for  other  reafons,  to  go 
for  Europe,  he  gave  publick  notice  that 
he  would  fell  his  fbip.  This  came  to 
my  ears  before  my  new  partner  heard 
of  it ;  and  I  had  a  great  mind  to  buy 
it :  f o  I  went  home  to  him,  and  told 
him  of  it.  He  confickrs  a  while,  for 
he  was  no  rafh  man  neither;  but  mu- 
ling fome  time,  he  replied,  '  She  is  a 

*  little    too  big ;    but,    however,    we 

*  will  have   her.'      Accordingly,  we 
bought  the  fliip ;  and,  agreeing  with 
the  matter,  we  paid  for  her,  and  took 
poflfefiion.    When  we  had  donefo,  we 


refolved  to  entertain  the  men,  if  we 
could,  to  join  them  with  thole  we  had, 
for  the  purfuing  our  bufmefs  ;  but  on 
a  fudden,  they  having  not  received  their 
wages,  but  their  (hare  of  the  msmey, 
as  we  afterwards  learnt,  not  one  of 
them  was  to  be  found.  We  enquired 
much  about  them,  and  at  length  were 
told,  that  they  were  all  gone  together 
by  land,  to  Agra,  the  great  city  of  the 
Mogul's  refidence  j  and  from  thence 
were  to  travel  to  Surat,  and  fo  by  fea 
to  the  Gulph  of  Perfia. 

Nothing  had  fo  heartily  troubled 
me  a  good  while,  as  that  I  miffed  the 
opportunity  of  going  with  them;  for 
fuch  a  ramble,  I  thought,  and  in  fuch 
company  as  would  both  have  guarded 
me  and  diverted  me,  would  have  fuited 
mightily  with  my  great  defign;  and  I 
fliould  both  have  feen  the  world,  and 
gone  homewards  too.  But  1  was  much 
better  fatisfied  a  few  days  after,  when 
I  came  to  know  what  fort  of  fellows 
they  were  ;  for,  in  fhort,  their  hiftory 
was,  that  this  man  they  called  captain, 
was  the  gunner  only,  not  the  comman- 
der ;  that  they  had  been  a  trading  voy- 
age, in  which  they  were  attacked  on 
fliore  by  fome  of  the  Meiaccans,  who 
had  killed  the  captain  and  three  of  his 
men  ;  and  that  after  the  captain  was 
killed,  thele  men,  eleven  in  number, 
had  refolved  to  run  away  with  the  fhip, 
which  they  did,  and  had  brought  her 
in  at  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  leaving  the 
mate  and  five  men  more  on  more  j  of 
whom  we  fliall  hear  farther. 

Well ;  let  them  come  by  the  fhip 
how  they  would,  we  came  honeftly  by 
her  as  we  thought ;  though  we  did 
not,  I  confefs,  examine  into  things  fo 
exactly  as  we  ought;  for  we  never  en- 
quired any  thing  of  the  feamen,  who, 
if  we  had  examined,  would  certainly 
have  faultered  in  their  accounts,  con- 
tradifted  one  another,  and,  perhaps,, 
contradicted  themfelves ;  or,  one  how 
or  other,  we  mould  have  feen  reafon 
to  have  fufpe&ed  them :  but  the  man 
fliewed  Us  a  bill  of  fale  for  the  fhip 
to  one  Emanuel  Cloftermoven,  or  fome 
fuch  name,  (for  I  fuppofe  it  was  all  a 
forgery)  and  called  himfelf  by  tlm 
name;  and  we  could  not  contradict 
him ;  and,  being  withal  a  little  too 
unwary,  or  at  ieaft  having  no  fufpi- 
cion  of  the  thing,  we  went  through 
with  our  bargain. 

However,  we  picked   up  .feme  En- 
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glifh  feamen  here  after  this,  and  fome 
Dutch;  and  we  now  relblved  for  a  fe- 
cond  voyage  to  the  fouth-eaft,  for 
cloves,  &c.  that  is  to  fay,  among  the 
Philippine  and  Malacca  ifles;  and,  in 
fbort,  not  to  fill  this  part  of  my  (tory 
with  trifles,  when  what  is  yet  to  come 
is  fo  remarkable,  I  (pent,  from  firft 
to  la(t,  fix  years  in  this  country,  trace- 
ing  from  port  to  port,  backward  and 
forward,  and  with  very  good  luccefs; 
and  was  now  the  lalt  year  with  my 
partner,  going  in  the  (hip  above-men- 
tioned on  a  voyage  to  China  j  but  de- 
figning  firft  to  biam  to  buy  rice. 

In  this  voyage  being,  by  contrary 
winds,  obliged  to  beat  up  and  down 
a  great  while  in  the  Straits  of  Ma- 
lacca, and  among  the  iflands,  we  were 
no  fooner  got  clear  of  thofe  difficult 
feas,  but  we  found  our  (hip  had  fprung 
a  leak,  and  we  were  not  able,  by  all 
our  induftry,  to  find  out  where  it  was. 
This  forced  us  to  make  for  fome  port  j 
and  my  partner,  who  knew  the  coun- 
try better  than  I  did,  directed  the  cap- 
tain to  put  into  the  River  of  Cambo- 
dia ;  for  I  had  made  the  Englifh.  mate, 
one  Mr.  Thompfon,  captain,  not  be- 
ing willing  to  take  the  charge  of  the 
fliip  upon  myfelf.  Tins  river  lies  on 
the  north-fide  of  the  great  bay  or 
gulph  which  goes  up  to  Siam. 

While  we  were  here,  and  going  of- 
ten on  fhore  for  refrefhment,  there 
comes  to  me  one  day  an  Englishman, 
and  he  was,  it  feems,  a  gunner's  mate 
on  b'oard  an  Englifh  Eaft-India  fhip, 
\vhichrodeinthefameriver,  up,  at,  or 
near  the  city  of  Cambodia.  What 
brought  him  hither  we  knew  not;  but 
he  comes  up  to  me,  and  fpeaking  En- 
glim,  '  Sir,' fays  he,  *  you  are  a  ftran- 
4  ger  to  me,  and  I  to  you  ;  but  I  have 
«  fomething  to  tell  you  that  very  near- 
*  ly  concerns  you.' 

I  looked    fteadily   at   him    a    good 
while,  and  he    thought   at  firlt  1  had 
known  him,  but  /f  did   not.     '  If  it 
very    nearly  concerns   me,'  faid    I, 
and   not  yourfelf,  what   moves  you 
to  tell  it  me?1 — *  I  aro  moved,'  lays 
le,  '  by  the  imminent  danger  you  are 
in;  and,  for  aught  I  fee,  you  have 
no  knowledge  of  it."1 — l  I  know  no 
danger  I   am  in,'  faid  I,  '  but  that 
my  (hip  is  leaky,  and  I  cannot  find 
it  out ;  but  I  propofe  to  lay  her  a- 
'  ground   to- morrow,  to   fee  if  I  can 
«  find  it.' — «  But,  Sir,1  fays  he,  <  leaky, 
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or  not  leaky,  find  It  or  not  find  it, 
you  will  be  wifer  than  to  lay  your 
(hip  on  more  to-morrow,  when  you 
hear  what  I  have  to  fay  to  you.     Do 
you  know,  Sir,'  fai'l  he,  '  the  town 
of  Cambodia  liesabotitfif  teen  leagues 
up  this  river  ?  and  there  are  two  large 
Englifh  (hips  about   five  leagues  on 
this  lide,  and  three  Dutch.' — «  Well,* 
faid  I,  'and  what  is  that  to  me?' — 
Why,  Sir/  fays  he,   <  is  it  for  a  man 
that  is  upon  fuch  adventures  as  you 
are,  to  come  into  a  port  and  not  ex- 
amine firlt  what  mips  there  are  there, 
and  whether  he  is  able  to  deal  with 
them?  I   fuppofe  you  do  not  think 
you  are  a  match  for  them.'     1  was 
amuled   very    much  at  his   difcourfe, 
but  not  amazed  at  it ;  for  I  could  not 
conceive  what  he  meant ;  and  I  turned 
fhort  upon  him,  and  faid,  *  Sir,  I  wi(h 
'  you  would  explain  yourfelf  j  I  can- 
'  not  imagine  what  reafon  I  have  to  be 
'  afraid  of  any  of  the  company's  /hips, 
*  or  Dutch  (hips  ;  I  am  no  interloper  j 
'  what  can  they  have  to  fay  to  me  ?' 

He  looked  like  a  man  half  angry, 
half  pleafed ;  and,  paufing  a  while, 
but  fmiling,  «  Well,  Sir,'  fays  he,  <  if 
you  think  yourfelf  fecure,  you  muft 
take  your  chance.  I  am  lorry  your 
fate  fhould  blind  you  again  ft  good 
advice;  but  affure  yourfelf,  if  you 
do  not  put  to  fea  immediately,  you 
will  the  very  next  tide  be  attacked 
by  five  long-boats  full  of  men ;  and 
perhaps,  if  you  are  taken,  you  will 
be  hanged  for  a  pirate,  and  the  par- 
ticulars be  examined  into  afterwards. 
I  thought,  Sir,'  added  he,  *  I  fhould 
have  met  with  a  better  reception  than 
this  for  doing  you  a  piece  of  fer- 
vice  of  fuch  importance.'—'  I  can 
never  -be  ungrateful/  faid  I,  *  for 
any  fervice,  or  to  any  man  that 
offers  me  any  kindnefs;  but  it  is 
paft  my  comprehenfion,  what  they 
fhould  have  fuch  a  defign  upon  me 
for.  However,  fince  you  fay  there 
is  no  time  to  be  loft,  and  that  there 
is  fome  villainous  defign  in  hand 
againlt  me,  I  will  go  on  board  this 
minute,  and  put  to  fea  immediately, 
if  my  men  can  (top  the  leak,  or  if 
we  can  fwim  without  (topping  it. 
But,  Sir,'  faid  I,  «  (hall  I  go  away 
ignorant  of  the  reafon  of  all  this  ? 
Can  you  give  me  no  farther  light 
into  it  ?' 

<  I  can  tell  you  but   part  of  the 
«  ftory, 


ROBINSON  CRUSOE. 


249 


<  (lory,  Sir,*  fays  he;  'but  I  have  a 
«  Dutch  feaman  here  with  me,  and  I 

*  believe  I  could  perfuade  him  to  tell 
'  you  the  reft;  but  there  is  fcarce  time 
«  for  it  :  but  the   fhort  of"  the  ftory  is 
'  this,  the  firftpartof  which  I  fuppofe 

*  you  know  well  enough,  viz.  that  you 
«  were  with  this  ftiip  at  Sumatra  ;  that 
'  there  your  captain  was  murdered  by 
'  the  Melaccans,    with  three  of  his 
'  men  ;  and  that  you,  or  fome  of  thofe 

*  that  were  on    board  with  you,  ran 
«  away  with   the  fhip,   and  are  fince 
'  turned  pirates.     This  is  the  fum  of 

*  the  ftory,  and  you  will  all  be  feized 

*  as  pirates,  I  can  allure  you,  and  exe- 
'  cuted   with   very   little    ceremony  j 

*  for  you  know  merchants  fllips  mew 

<  but  little  law  to  pirates,  if  they  get 

*  them  in  their  power.' 

'  Now    you    fpeak  plain   Englim,' 
faid  I,  *  and  I  thank  you  ;  and  though 

*  I  know  nothing  that  we  have  done 
'  like  what  you  talk  of,  but  I  am  fure 

*  we  came  honeftly  and  fairly  by  the 
'  mip,  yet,  feeing  fuch  work  is  a  do- 
*~ing  as  you  fay,  and  that  you  feem 
'  to  mean  honeftly,  I  will  be  upon  my 

*  guard.' — «  Nay,  Sir,'  faid  he,    «  do 
'  not  talk  of  being  upon  your  guard  j 

*  the  beft  defence  is  to  be  out  of  the 
'  danger.     If  you  have  any  regard  to 

*  your  life,  and  the  lives  of  all  your 
'  men,  put  out  to  fea  without  fail  at 
'  high-water;    and    as    you    have    a 
'  whole  tide  before  you,  you  will  be 
'  gone  too    far  out  before   they   can 
'  cpme   down;    for    they    will    come 
'  away   at  high  water;  and  as  they 

*  have  twenty  miles  to  come,  you  get 

*  near  two  hours  of  them  by  the  dif- 

*  ference  of  the  tide,  not  reckoning 
'  the  length   of  the  way :  befides,  as 
'  they  are  only  boats,  and  not  mips, 
'  they  will  not  venture  to  follow  you 

*  far  out  to  fea$  efpecially  if  it  blows.' 
*  Well,'    faid  I,    'you  have   been 

'  very  kind  in  this  :  what  mail  1  do 
'  for  you  to  make  you  amends  ?' — 
'  Sir,'  fays  he,  « you  may  not  be  fo 

*  willing  to  make  me  amends,  becaufe 

*  you  may  not  be  convinced  of  the 

*  truth  of  it :  I  will  make  an  offer  to 

I  have  nineteen  months 


you, 


pay 


'  due  to  me  on  board  the  fhip , 

*  which  I  came  out  of  England  in  j 
'  and  the  Dutchman  that  is  with  me 
(  has  feven  months  pay  due  to  him ; 
f  if  you-  will  make  good  our  pay  tg 


us,  we  will  go  along  with  you;  if 
you  find  nothing  more  in  it,  we  will 
defire  no  more;  but  if  we  do  con- 
vince you,  that  we  have  faved  your 
life,  and  the  /hip,  and  the  lives  of 
all  the  men  in  her,  we  will  leave- the 
reft  to  you.* 

I  confented  to  this  readily ;  and  went 
immediately  on  board,  and  the  two 
men  with  me.  As  foon  as  I  came  to 
the  (hip-fide,  my  partner,  who  was 
on  board,  came  out  on  the  quarter- 
deck, and  called  to  me  with  a  great 
deal  of  joy,  *O  ho!  O  ho!  we  have 
flopped  the  leak!  we  have  flopped 
the  leak ! ' — '  Say  you  fo,'  faid  I  j 
thank  God  !  but  weigh  the  anchor 
then  immediately.'-—*  Weigh!'  fays 
le :  '  what  do  you  mean  by  that  ? 
What  is  the  matter?' — *  Aflc  no  quef- 
tions,'  faid  I,  *  but  all  hands  to 
work,  and  weigh  without  lofing  a 
minute.'  He  was  furprized  :  but, 
however,  he  called  the  captain,  and  he 
immediately  ordered  the  anchor  to  be 
got  up;  and  though  the  tide  was  not 
quite  done,  yet  a  little  land  breeze 
blowing,  we  flood  out  to  fea.  »Then 
I  called  him  into  the  cabin,  and  told 
him  the  ftory  at  large;  and  we  called 
in  the  men,  and  they  told  us  the  reft 
of  it ;  but  as  it  took  us  up  a  great  deal 
of  time,  fo  before  we  had  done,  a 
feaman  comes  to  the  cabin-door,  and 
calls  out  to  us,  that  the  captain  bade 
him  tell  us  we  were  chafed.  '  Chafed," 
faid  I,  «  by  whom  and  by  what?'— - 
'  By  five  floops,  of  boats,'  faid  the 
fallow,  {  full  of  men/ — •'  Very  well,* 
faid  I ;  '  then  it  is  apparent  there  is 
'  fomething  in  it.'  In  the  next  place 
I  ordered  all  our  men  to  be  called  up; 
and  told  them,  that  there  was  a  defign 
to  feize  the  /hip,  and  to  take  us  for 
pirates  ;  and  afked  them,  if  they  would 
ftand  by  us  and  by  one  another.  The 
men  anfwefed  chearfully,  that,  one 
and  all,  they  would  live  and  die  with 
us.  Then  I  afked  the  captain,  what 
way  he  thought  beft  for  us  to  manage 
a  fight  with  them  :  for  refift  them  I 
refolved  we  would,  and  that  to  the 
laft  drop.  He  faid,  readily,  that  the 
way  was  to  keep  them  off  with  our 
great  mot  as  long  as  we  could,  and 
then  to  fire  at  them  with  our  fmali 
arms,  to  keep  them  from  boarding  usy 
but  when  neither  of  thefe  would  do 
any  longer,  we  mould  retire  to  our 
I  i  clof« 
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clofe  quarters  :  perhaps  they  had  not 
materials  to  break  open  our  bulk-heads, 
or  get  in  upon  us. 

The  gunner  had  in  the  mean  time 
orders  to  bring  two  guns  to  bear  fore 
and  aft  out  of  the  iteerage,  to  clear 
the  deck,  and  load  them  with  mufquet- 
bullots  and  fmall  pieces  of  old  iron, 
and  what  next  came  to  hand:  and  thus 
we  made  ready  for  fight ;  but  aH  this 
while  keptout  to  lea  with  wind  enough, 
and  could  fee  the  boats  at  a  diftance, 
being  five  large  long-boats  following 
us  with  all  the  fail  they  could  make. 

Two  of  thefe  boats,  which,  by  our 
glaiTrs  we  could  fee  were  Englifli,  had 
out-failed  thereft,were  near  two  leagues 
a-he-ul  of  them,  and  gained  upon  us 
considerably ;  fo  that  we  found  they 
would  come  up  with  us:  upon  which 
we  fired  a  gun  without  a  /hot,  to  in- 
timate that  they  mould  bring  to  ;  and 
we  put  out  a  flag  of  truce,  as  a  fignal 
ior  parleyj  but  they  kept  crouding 
after  us  till  they  came  within  mot. 
Upon  this  we  took  in  our  white  flag, 
they  having  made  no  anfwer  to  it, 
hung  out  the  red  flag,  and  fired  at 
them  with  (hot.  Notwithstanding  this, 
they  came  on  till  they  were  nearenough 
for  us  *o  call  to  them  with  a  fpeaking 
trumpet,  which  we  had  on  board  j  fo  we 
called  to  them,  and  bacie  them  keep 
off  at  their  peril. 

It  was  all  one,  they  crouded  after  us, 
,nnd  endeavoured  to  come  under  our 
fo  to  board  us  in  our  quarter. 
Upon  which,  feeing  they  were  refolute 
for  mifchief,  and  depending  upon  the 
ilrer.gth  that  followed  them,  lordered  to 
bring  the  (hip  to,  fo  that  they  lay  upon 
our  broadfide,  when  immediately  we 
fired  five  guns  at  them  j  one  of  which 
had  been .  levelled  fo  true  as  to  cany 
away  the  ftern  of  the  hindermoft  boat, 
and  bring  them  to  the  neceflity  of  tak- 
ing down  their  fail,  and  running  all  to 
the  head  of  the  boat  to  keep  her  from 
finking;  fo  me  lay  by  and  had  enough 
of  it;  but  feeing  the  foremoft  boat  (till 
croud  on  after  us,  we  made  ready  to 
iire  at  her  in  particular. 

While  this  was  doing,  on«  of  the 
three  boats  that  was  behind,  being  for- 
warder than  the  other  two,  made  up 
to  the  boat  which  we  had  difabled,  to 
relieve  her,  and  we  could  afterwards 
fee  her  take  out  the  men.  We  called 
again  to  the  foremott  boat,  and  offered 
a  uuce  to  parley  a-din,  a*l  to  know 


what  was  her  bufinef*.  with  us ;  but 
had  no  anfwer;  only  (he  crouded  clofe 
under  our  (tern.  Upon  this  our  gun- 
ner, who  was  a  very  dexterous  fellow, 
run  out  his  two  chafe  guns,  and  fired 
at  her;  but  the  (hot  mifling,  the  men 
in  the  boat  (houted,  waved  their  cap?;, 
and  came  on  ;  but  the  gunner  getting 
quickly  ready  again,  fired  among  them 
a  fccond  time;  one  (hot  of  which, 
though  it  mifled  the  boat  itfelf,  yet 
fell  in  among  the  men,  and  we  could 
eafily  fee  had  done  a  great  deal  of  mif- 
chief among  them  ;  but  we,  taking  no 
notice  of  that,  weared  the  (hip  again, 
and  brought  our  quarter  to  bear  upon 
them,  and  firing  three  guns  more,  we 
found  the  boat  was  i'plit  almoft  to 
pieces  ;  in  particular,  her  rudder  and 
a  piece  of  her  (tern  was  mot  quite 
away;  fo  they  handed  their  fail  imme- 
diately, and  were  in  great  diforder; 
but  to  compleat  their  misfortune,  our 
gunner  let  fly  two  guns  at  them  again: 
where  he  hit  them  we  could  not  tell, 
but  we  found  the  boat  was  finking,  and 
fome  of  the  men  already  in  the  wa- 
ter. Upon  this  I  immediately  manned 
out  our  pinnace,  which  we  had  kept 
clofe  by  our  fide,  with  orders  to  pick 
up  fome  of  the  men,  if  they  could, 
and  live  them  from  drowning,  and  im- 
mediately to  come  on  board  with  them  ; 
becaufe  we  faw  the  relt  of  the  boats 
began  to  come  up.  Our  men  in  the 
pinnace  followed  their  orders,  and  took 
up  three  men;  one  of  which  was  juft 
drowning,  and  it  was  a  good  while 
before  we  could  recover  him.  As 
foon  as  they  were  on  board,  we  croud- 
ed all  the  fail  we  could  make,  and  flood 
farther  out  to  fea  ;  and  we  found, 
that  when  the  other  three  boats  came 
up  to  the  firft  two,  they  gave  over  their 
chace. 

Being  thus  delivered  from  a  danger, 
which,  though  I  knew  not  the  reafon 
of  it,  yet  feemed  to  be  much  greater 
than  I  apprehended)  I  took  care  that 
v.v  would  change  our  courfe,  and  not 
Jet  any  one  imagine  whither  we  were 
going.  So  we  (tood  out  to  fea  eaft- 
vvard,  quite  out  of  the  courfe  of  all 
European  (hips,  whether  they  were 
bound  to  China,  or  any  where  clfe 
within  the  commerce  of  the  European 
nation  . 

When  we  were  now  at  fea,  we  be- 
gan to  confult  with  the  two  leamen, 
and  enquire  fnlt,  whet  the  meaning  of 

all 
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all  this  fhoulcl  be.  The  Dutchman  let 
us  into  the  fecret  of  it  at  once  ;  ttlling 
us,  that  the  fellow  that  fold  us  the 
mip,  as  we  faid,  was  no  more  than  a 
thief  that  had  run  away  with  her.  Then 
he  told  us  how  the  captain,  \vhofe  name 
too  he  mentioned,  though  I  do  not  re- 
member it  now,  was  treacheroufly 
murdered  by  the  natives  on  the  coaft 
of  Malacca,  with  three  of  his  men  ; 
and  that  he,  this  Dutchman,  and  four 
more,3  got  into  the  woods,  where  they 
wandered  about  a  great  while;  till 
at  length  he  in  particular,  in  a  mira- 
culous manner,  made  his  efcape,  and 
fwamoffto  a  Dutch  mip,  which  failing 
near  the  more,  in  it's  way  from  China, 
had  fent  their  boat  on  fhore  fotfrefh 
water  j  that  he  durft  not  come  to  that 
part  of  the  fhore  where  the  boat  was, 
but  made  fhif't  in  the  night  to  take 
in  the  water  farther  off,  and  fwim- 
ming  a  great  while,  at  laft  the  fl lip's 
boat  took  him  up. 

He  then  told  us,  that  he  went  to 
Batavia,  where  two  of  the  feamen  be- 
longing to  the  fhip  had  arrived,  hav- 
ing deferted  the  reft  in  their  travels  j 
and  gave  an  account,  that  the  fellow 
who  had  run  away  with  the  fhip  fold 
her  at  Bengal  to  a  let  of  pirates,  which 
were  gone  a  cruizing  in  ncrj  and  that 
they  had  already  taken  an  Englifh 
mip,  and  two  Duch  fhips,  very  richly 
laden. 

l*his  latter  part  we  found  to  concern 
us  direftly,  aijd  though  we  knew  it  to 
be  falfe,  yet,  as  my  partner  faid  very 
well,  if  we  had  fallen  into  their  hands, 
and  they  had  had  fuch  a  prepofTeffion 
againft  us  beforehand,  it  had  been  in 
vain  for  us  to  have  defended  ourfelves, 
or  to  hope  for  any  good  quarters  at 
their  hands  ;  elpecially  confidering  that 
our  accufers  had  been  our  judges,  and 
that  we  could  have  expected  nothing 
from  them  but  what  rage  would  have, 
dictated,  and  ungoverned  paflion  have 
executed.  And  therefore  it  was  his 
opinion,  that  we  mould  go  directly 
back  to  Bengil,  from  whence  we  came, 
without  putting  in  at  any  port  what- 
ever; becaufe  there  we  could  give  an 
account  of  ourfelves,  and  could  prove 
where  we  were  when  the  (hip  put  in, 
whom  we  bought  her  of,  and  the  like; 
and,  which  was  more  than  all  the  reft, 
if  we  were  put  to  the  necellity  of  bring- 
ing it  before  the  proper  judges,  we 
mould  be  fure  to  have  jfome  joiiiice, 


and  not  be  hanged  firft  and   judged 
afterwards, 

J  was  fome  time  of  my  partner's 
opinion  ;  but  after  a  little  more  fe- 
rious  thinking, 'I  told  him,  I  thought 
it  was  a  very  great  hazard  for  us  lo 
attempt  returning  to  Bengal,  for  that 
we  were  on  the  wrong  fide  of  the 
Straits  of  Malacca  ;  and  that  if  the 
alarm  was  given,  we  mould  be  fnre  to 
x  be  way-laid  on  every  fide,  as  well  by 
the  Dutch  of  Batavia,  as  the  EnglifK 
elfewhere;  that  if  we  fhould  be  taken, 
as  it  were  running  away,  we  fhould 
even  condemn  ourfelves,  and  there 
would  want  no  more  evidence  to  de- 
ftroy  us.  I  alfo  afked  the  Englifh 
failor's  opinion,  who  laid  he  was  of 
my  mind,  and  that  we  fhould  certain- 
ly be  taken. 

This  danger  a  little  ftartled  my  part- 
ner, and  all  the  fhip's  company;  and 
we  immediately  relblved  to  go  away  to 
the  coaft  of  Tonquin,  and  fo  on  to 
China  ;  and  from  thence  purfuing  the 
firft 'defign  as  to  trade,  find  fome  way 
or  other  to  difpofe  of  the  fhip,  and 
come  back  in  fome  of  the  veftels  of 
the  country,  fuch  as.  we  could  get. 
This  was  approved  of  as  the  beft  me- 
thod for  our  fecurity ;  and  accordingly 
we  fteered  away  N.  N.  E,.  keeping  a- 
bove  fifty  leagues  off  from  the  uluai 
courfe  to  the  eaftward. 

This,  however,  put  us  to  forae  in- 
conveniences ;  for  firft,  the  winds, 
when  we  came  to  that  diftance  from  the' 
more,  feemed  to  be  more  fteadily  againft 
us,  blowing  almoft  Trade,  as  we  call 
it,  from  the  Eaft  and  E.  N.  E.  fo 
that  we  were  a  long  while  upon  our. 
voyage;  and  we  were  but  ill  provided 
with  vicluals  for  fo  long  a  run ;  and, 
which  was  (till  worfe,  there  was  fome 
danger  that  thofe  Englifh  and  Dutch, 
fhips,  whole  boats  purfued  us,  where- 
of fome  were  bound  that  way,  might 
be  got  in  before  us  ;  and  if  not,  fome 
other  fhip,  bound  to  China,  might 
have  information  of  us  from  them, 
and  purfue  us  with  the  fame  vigour. 

I  mull  confeis,  I  was  now  very  un- 
eafy,  and  thought  myfelf,  including  the 
late  efcape  from  the  long-  boats,  to  have 
been  in  the  moft  dangerous  condition, 
that  ever  I  was  in  through  all  my  paft 
life  ;  for,  whatever  ill  circumftances 
I  had  been  in,  I  was  never  purfued  for 
a  thief  before;  nor  had  I  ever  done 
any  thing  that  merited  the  name  of 
I  i  z  difhoneft 
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difhoneft  or  fraudulent,  much  lefs 
thievifh.  I  had  chiefly  been  mine  own 
enemy  ;  or,  as  I  may  rightly  fay,  I  hail 
been  nobody's  enemy  but  my  own. 
But  now  I  was  embarraffed  in  the 
worft  condition  imaginable  ;  for  though 
I  was  perfectly  innocent,  I  was  in  no 
condition  to  make  that  innocence  ap- 
pear. And  if  I  had  been  taken,  it  had 
been  under  a  fappofed  guilt  of  the 
\vorft  kind  ;  at  ler.it,  a  crime  efteemed 
fo  among  the  people  I  had  to  do  with. 

This  made  me  very  anxious  to  make 
an  efcr.pe,  though  which  way  to  do  it 
I  knew  not,  or  what  port  or  place  we 
fhould  go  to.  Pv'jy  partner,  feeing  me 
thus  dejected,  though  he  was  the  moll 
concerned  at  firft,  began  to  encourage 
me;  and  defcribing  to  me  the  feveral 
ports  of  that  coaft,  'told  me,  he  would 
put  in  on  the  coaft  of  Cochinchina, 
or  the  Bay  of  Tonquin  ;  intending  to 
go  afterwards  to  Macao,  a  town  once 
in  the  pofleffion  of  the  Portugueze,  and 
where  ftill  a  great  many  European  fa- 
milies re:;ded  ;  and  particularly  the  mif- 
fionary  priefts  ufually  went  thither,  in 
order  to  their  go;ng  forward  to  China. 

Hither  then  we  reiblved  to  go  j  and 
accordingly,  though  aftfr  a  tedious 
and  irregular  courfe,  and  very  much 
ilraitened  for  provifions,  we  rame  with- 
in fj';:-\t  of  the  coaft  very  early  in  the 
morning;  and,  upon  reflection  upon 
the  paft  circumrbnces  we  were  in,  and 
the  danger,  if  we  had  not  efcaped,  we 
refolved  to  put  into  afniall  river,  which, 
however,  had  depth  enough  of  water 
for  us,  and  to  fee  if  we  could,  either 
over  land  or  by  the  (hip's  pinnace, 
come  to  know  what  Ihips  were  in  any 
port  thereabouts.  This  happy  ftep  was 
indeed  our  deliverance ;  for  though 
we  did  not  immediately  fee  any  Euro- 
pean (hips  in  the  Bay  of  Tonquin, 
yet,  the  next  morning,  there  came  into 
the  Bay  two  Dutch  /hips,  and  a  third 
without  any  colours  fpread  out,  but 
•which  we  believed  to  be  a  Dutchman, 
p-afTed  by  at  about  two  leagues  dif- 
tance,  iteei  ing  for  the  coaft  of  China ; 
and  in  the  afternoon  went  by  two  En- 
glifh  Ihips,  fleering  the  lame  courie  : 
and  thus,  v/e  thought,  we  faw  our- 
felves  befet  with  enemies,  both  one 
way  and  the  other.  The  place  we  were 
in 'was  wild  and  barbarous,  the  peo- 

?le  thieves  even  by  occupation  or  pio- 
efiion  j    and   though,    it   is  true,    we 
had  not  much  to  leek  of  them,  un  J, 


excepting  a  few  provisions,  cared  not 
how  little  we  had  to  do  with  them  } 
yet  it  was  with  much  difficulty  that 
we  kept  ourfelvcs  from  being  infulted 
by  them  feveral  ways. 

We  were  in  a  final!  river  of  this 
country,  within  a  few  leagues  of  it's 
utmoft  limits  northward  ;  and  by  our 
boat  we  coafted  north -eaft  to  the  point 
of  land  which  opens  to  the  great  Bay 
of  Tonquin  j  and  it  was  in  this  beat- 
ing-tip along  the  fhore,  that  we  dilco- 
vered  as  above,  that,  in  a  word,  we 
were  furrounded  with  enemies.  The 
people  we  were  among  wtre  the  moft 
barbarous  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
coaft  5  having  no  correfpondence  with 
any  other  nation,  and  dealing  only  in 
fifh  and  oil,  and  fuch  grofs  commo- 
dities. And  it  may  be  particularly 
feen  that  they  are,  as  I  laid,  the  moft 
baibarous  of  any  of  the  inhabitants  ; 
viz.  that  among  other  cuftoms  they 
have  this  one,  that  if  any  veffel  have 
the  misfortune  to  be  fhipwrecked  upon 
their  coaft,  they  prefently  make  the 
men  all  prifoners ;  that  is  to  fay,  (laves. 
And  it  was  not  long  before  we  found 
a  fpice  of  their  kindnefs  this  way  on 
the  occafion  following. 

I  have  obferved  above,  that  our  fliip 
fprting  a  leak  at  fea,  and  that  we  could 
not  find  it  out ;  and,  however  it  hap- 
peneJ.  that,  as  I  have  faid,  it  was 
flopped  unexpectedly,  in  the  happy  mi- 
nute of  our  being  to  be  feizcd  by  the 
Dutch  and  Engliih  Ihips  near  the  Bay 
of  Si?tmj  yet,  as  we  did  not  find  the 
fhip  fo  perfectly  tight  and  found  as  we 
delired,  we  reiblved,  while  we  were  in 
this  pl.ice,  to  lay  her  on  fhore,  take 
out  what  heavy  things  we  had  on  board, 
which  v.-ere  not  many,  and  to  wafh  and 
clean  her  bottom,  and,  if  poffible,  to 
find  out  where  the  leaks  wtre. 

Accordingly,  having  lightened  the 
fhip,  and  brought  all  our  guns  and 
other  moveable  things  to  one  fide,  we 
tried  to  bring  her  down,  that  we  might 
come  at  her  bottom  5  for,  on  fecond 
thoughts,  we  did  not  care  to  lay  her 
dry  aground,  neither  could  we  find  out 
a  proper  place  for  it. 

The  inhabitants,  who  had  never  been 
acquainted  with  fuch  a  light,  came 
we  r.dcring  clcAvn  to  the  fhore  to  look 
at  us;  and  feeing  the  (hip  lie  down  on 
one  fide  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  heeling 
towards  the  fhore,  and  not  feeing  our 
men,  who  were  at  work  on  her  bot- 
tom 
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torn  with  ftnges,  and  with  their  boats 
on  the  off- fide,  they  prefently  conclud- 
ed, that  the  (hip  was  caft  away,  and 
lay  fo  very  faft  on  the  ground. 

On  this  i'uppofition  they  all  came 
about  us  in  two  or  three  hours  time, 
with  ten  or  twelve  large  boats,  having 
fome  of  them  eight,  iome  ten  men  in  a 
boat,  intending,  no  doubt,  to  have 
come  on  board  and  plundered  the  ftiip, 
and  if  they  had  found  us  there,  to  have 
carried  us  away  for  Aaves  to  their  king, 
pr  whatever  they  called  him,  for  we 
knew  nothing  who  was  their  governor. 
When  they  came  up  to  the  (hip, 
and  began  to  row  round  her,  they  dii- 
covered  us  all  hard  at  work  on  the 
outfide  of  the  (hip's  bottom  and  fide, 
wafhing,  and  graving,  and  flopping, 
as  every  feafaring  man  knows  how. 

They  ftood  for  awhile  gazing  at  us  ; 
and  we,  who  were  a  little  furprized, 
could  not  imagine  what  their  defign 
was;  but  being  willing  to  be  fure,  we 
took  this  opportunity  to  get  fome  of 
us  into  the  fliip,  and  others  to  hand 
down  arms  and  ammunition  to  thofe 
that  were  at  work,  to  defend  them- 
felves  with  if  there  mould  be  occa- 
iion  :  and  it  was  no  more  than  need  j 
for,  in  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour's 
confutation,  they  agreed,  it  feems, 
that  the  mip  was  really  a  wreck  j  that 
we  were  all  at  work  endeavouring  to 
fave  her,  or  to  fave  our  lives  by  the 
help  of  our  boats  :  and  when  we  hand- 
ed our  arms  into  the  boats,  they  con- 
cluded, by  that  motion,  that  we  were 
endeavouring  to  fave  fome  of  our  goods. 
Upon  this,  they  took  it  for  granted 
they  all  belonged  to  them  j  and  away" 
they  came  directly  upon  our  men,  as 
if  it  had  been  in  a  line  of  battle. 

Our  men,  feeing  fo  many  of  them, 
began  to  be  frighted,  for  we  lay  but 
in  an  ill  pofture  to  fight,  and  cried 
out  to  us  to  know  what  they  fhould 
do.  I  immediately  called  to  the  men 
who  worked  upon  the  ftages,  to  ilip 
them  down,  and  get  up  the  fide  into 
the  fhip  ;  and  bade  thofe  in  the  boat 
to  row  round  and  come  on  board  j  and 
thofe  few  of  us  who  were  on  board 
worked  with  all  the  ftrength  and  hands 
we  had  to  bring  the  ihip  to  rights  j 
but,  however,  neither  the  men  upon 
the  ftage,  nor  thofe  in  the  boats,  could 
do  as  they  were  ordered,  before  the 
Cochinchinefe  were  upon  them,  and 
with  two  of  their  boats  boarded  our 
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long-boat,  and  began  to  lay  hold  of 
the  men  as  their  prifoners. 

The  firft  man  they  laid  hold  of  was 
an  Englifh  feaman,  a  ftout  ftrong  fel- 
low, who  having  a  mufquet  in  his 
hand,  never  offered  to  fire  it,  but  laid 
it  down  in  the  boat  like  a  fool,  as  I 
thought ;  but  he  underftood  his  bufi- 
nefs  better  than  I  could  teach  him  ;  for 
he  grappled  the  Pagan,  and  dragged 
him  by  main  force -out  of  their  own 
boat  into  ours  ;  where,  taking  him  by 
the  two  ears,  he  beat  his  head  fo  a- 
gainft  the  mip's  gunnel,  that  the  fel- 
low died  inftantly  in  his  hands  :  and 
in  the  mean  time  a  Dutchman,  who 
ftood  next,  took  up  the  mufquet,  and 
with  the  but-end  of  it  fo  laid  about 
him,  that  he  knocked  down  five  of 
them  who  attempted  to  enter  the  boat; 
but  this  was  little  towards  refitting 
thirty  or  forty  men,  who  fearlefs,  be- 
caufe  ignorant  of  their  danger,  begam 
to  throw  themfelves  into  the  long-boat, 
where  we  had  but  five  men  to  defend 
it.  But  one  accident  gave  our  men  a 
compleat  viftory,  which  deferved  our 
laughter  rather  than  any  thing  elfe, 
and  that  was  this. 

Our  carpenter  being  prepared  to  grave 
the  outfide  of  the  ftiip,  as  well  as  to 
pay  the  feams  where  he  had  caulked 
her  to  flop  the  leaks,  had  got  two 
kettles  juft  let  down  into  the  boat, 
one  filled  with  boiling  pitch,  and  the 
other  with  rofin,  tallow,  and  oil,  and 
fuch  ftuff  as  the  fhipwrights  ufe  for 
that  work  ;  and  the  man  that  attended 
the  carpenter  had  a  great  iron  ladle  in 
his  hand,  with  which  he  fupplied  the 
men  that  were  at  work  with  that  hot 
ftuff.  Two  of  the  enemy's  men  en- 
tered the  boat  juft  where  this  fellow 
ftood,  being  in  the  forefheets  ;  he  im- 
mediately faluted  them  with  a  ladle- 
ful  of  the  ftuff,  boiling  hot ;  which  fo 
burnt  and  fcalded  them,  being  half 
naked,  that  they  roared  out  like  two 
bulls,  and  enraged  with  the  fire,  leap- 
ed both  into  the  fea.  The  carpenter 
faw  it,  and  cried  out,  *  Well  done, 
4  Jack>  g've  them  fome  more  of  it  :' 
when,  ftepping  forward  himfelf,  he 
takes  «ne  of  their  mops,  and  dipping 
it  in  the  pitch-pot,  he  and  his  men 
threw  it  among  them  fo  plentifully, 
that,  in  fhort,  of  all  the  men  in  three 
boats,  there  was  not  one  that  was  not 
fcalded  and  burned  with  it  in  a  mod 
frightful  pitiful  manner,  and  made 
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fuch  a  howling  and  crying,  that  I  ne- 
ver heard  a  worfe  noire,  and,  indeed, 
nothing  like  it  j  for  it  was  worth  ob- 
ferving,  that  though  pain  naturally 
makes  all  people  cry  our,  yet  every 
nation  have  a  particular  way  of  excla- 
mation, and  make  noiies  as  different 
from  one  another  as  their  fpeech.  I 
cannot  give  the  nolle  thefe  creatures 
made  a  better  name  than  howling, 
nor  a  name  more  proper  to  the  tone  of 
it;  for  I  never  heard  any  thing  more 
Jike  the  noiie  of  the  wolves,  which, 
as  I  have  faid,  I  heard  howl  in  the 
fore  ft  on  the  frontiers  of  Languedoc. 

I  was  never  pleafed  with  a  victory 
better  in  my  life  ;  not  only  as  it  was  a 
perfect  furprize  to  me,  and  that  our 
danger  was  imminent  before  ;  but  as 
we  got  this  victory  without  any  blood- 
flied,  except  of  that  man  the  fellow 
killed  with  his  naked  hands,  and 
which  I  was  very  much  concerned  at} 
for  I  was  fick  of  killing  fuch  poor 
favage  wretches,  even  though  it  was 
in  my  own  defence,  knowing  they 
came  on  errands  which  they  thought 
juft,  and  knew  no  better  ;  and  that 
though  it  may  be  ajult  thing,  becaufe 
neceffary,  (for  there  is  no  neceflary 
•wickednefs  in  nature)  yet  I  thought 
it  was  a  fad  life  when  we  muir  be  al- 
ways obliged  to  be  killing  our  fellow- 
creatures  to  preferve  ourfelvesj  and, 
indeed,  I  think  fo  frill  ;  and  I  would 
even  now  fuffer  a  great  deal  rather 
"than  I  would  take  away  the  life  even 
of  the  worft  perfon  injuring  me.  Ibe- 
lieve  alfo,  all  confideiing  people,  who 
know  the  value  of  life,  would  be  of 
mv  opinion,  if  they  entered  ferioufly  in- 
to the  conllderation  of  it. 

But  to  return  to  my  llory.  All  the 
while  this  was  doing,  my  partner  and 
J,  who  managed  the  reft  of  the  men 
on  board,  had,  with  great  dexierity, 
brought  the  fiiip  ?.lmo(l  to  rights  j  and 
having  gotten  their  guns  into  their 
places  again,  the  gunner  called  to 
me  to  bid  our  boat  get  out  of  the 
way,  for  he  would  let  flv  among  them. 
I  called  ba  k  again  to  him,  and  bid 
him  not  offer  to  fire,  for  the  carpenter 
would  do  the  work  without  him  ;  but 
bade  him  heat  another  pitch»kettlr, 
which  our  cook,  who  was  on  board, 
took  cnre  of.  J5.it  i 
tejiifi'd  with  what  they  met  with  in 
their  Jirll  asp.ck.  that  tiny  would  not 
.  .IK  of  them  tliat 


were  fartheft  off,  feeing  the  fliip  fwfrn 
as  it  were  upright,  began,  as  we  fup- 
pofed,  to  fee  their  miftake,  and  gave 
over  the  enterprize,  finding  it  was  not 
as  they  expected.  Thus  we  got  clear 
of  this  merry  fight;  and  having  got- 
ten fome  rice,  and  fome  roots  and 
bi earl,  with  about  fixteen  good  big 
hogs  on  board  two  days  before,  we 
relolved  to  ftay  here  no  longer,  but 
go  forward,  whatever  came  of  it  j  for 
we  made  no  dc-ubt  but  we  mould  be 
fin-rounded  the  next  day  with  rogues 
enough,  perhaps  more  than  our  pilch- 
kettle  would  difpofe  of  for  us. 

We  therefore  got  all  our  things  on 
board  the  fame  evening,  and  the  next 
morning  v>ere  ready  to  l;->il.  In  the 
mean  time,  lying  at  an  anchor  fome 
di (lance  from  the  more,  we  were  not 
fo  much  concerned,  being  now  in  a 
fighting  pothire,  as  well  as  in  a  failing 
polture,  if  any  enemy  had  p  re  fen  ted. 
The  next  day,  having  fimlhed  our 
work  within  board,  and  finding  our 
mip  was  perfectly  healed  of  all  her 
leaks,  we  let  fail.  We  would  have 
gone  into  the  Bay  of  Tonquin,  for 
we  wanted  to  inform  ourfelves  of 
what  was  to  be  known  concerning 
the  Dutch  fliips  that  had  been  there  ; 
but  we  durft  not  ftand  in  there,  he- 
cauie  we  had  feen  feveral  fliips  go  in, 
as  we  fuppofed,  but  a  little  before  ; 
fo  we  kept  on  N.E.  towards  the  5 fie 
of  Formofa,  as  much  afraid  of  being 
feen  by  a  Dutch  or  Englifh  merchant- 
fliip,  as  a  Dutch  orEngJifh  merchant- 
fliip  in  the  Mediterranean  is  of  an 
Algerine  man  of  war. 

When  we  were  thus  got  to  fea,  we 
kept  on  N.  E.  as  if  we  would  go  to 
the  Manillas  or  the  Philippine  iflands, 
and  this  we  did  that  we  might  not 
fall  into  the  way  of  any  of  the  Euro- 
pean fliips  ;  and  then  we  fteered  north 
again,  till  we  came  to  the  latitude  of 
22  degrees  20  minutes,  by  which  means 
we  made  the  iilaml  of  K.nuol-i  direct- 
ly, where  we  came  to  an  anchor,  in 
order  to  get  water  and  frdh  provi 
which  the  people  then-,  who  aie  very 
courteous  and  civil  in  their  mannus, 
fupplied  us  with  willingly,  and  dealt 
very  fairly  and  punctually  with  us  in 
all  thur  agreements  and  bargains; 
which  is  what  v.v  did  not  find  among 
other  people,  ar.  i 

the    remains    of    Chriftianity    which 
was  once  planted  here  by  :>  Dutch  mil-' 
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(ionnry  of  Proteftants,  and  is  a  tefti- 
mony  of  what  I  have  often  obferved; 
viz.  that  the  Chriftian  religion  always 
civilizes  the  people,  and  reforms  their 
manners,  where  it  is  received,  whether 
it  works  faving  effefts  upon  them  or 
no. 

From  hence  we  failed  ftill  north, 
keeping  the  coaft  of  China  at  an  equal 
diftance,  till  we  knew  we  were  be- 
yond all  the  ports  of  China  where  our 
European  mips  ufually  come;  being 
refo/Ived,  if  poflible,  not  to  fall  into 
any  of  their  hands,  efpecially  in  this 
country,  where,  as  our  circumftances 
•were,  we  could  not  fail  of  being  en- 
tirely ruined  ;  nay,  fo  great  was  my 
fear  in  particular,  as  to  my  being 
taken  by  them,  that  I  believe  firmly, 
I  would  much  rather  have  chofen  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Spanifli  in- 
quifition. 

Being  now  come  to  the  latitude  of 
30  degrees,  we  were  refolved  to  put 
into  the  fir  ft  trading  port  we  mould 
come  at  ;  and,  (landing  in  for  the 
fhore,  a  boat  came  off  two  leagues  to 
us,  with  an  old  Portugueze  pilot  on 
board,  who,  knowing  us  to  be  an  Eu- 
ropean mip,  came  to  offer  his  fervice  j 
which,  indeed,  we  were  very  glad  of, 
and  took  him  on  board :  upon  which, 
without  aflcing  us  whither  we  would 
go,  he  difmiiTed  the  boat  he  came  in, 
and  fent  it  back. 

I  thought  it  was  now  fo  much  iu 
our  choice  to  make  the  old  man  carry 
us  whither  we  would,  that  I  begin  to 
talk  with  him  about  carrying  us  to  the 
Gulph  of  Nanquin,  which  is  the  mod 
northern  part  of  the  coaft  of  China. 
The  old  man  faid  he  knew  the  Gulph 
of  Nanquin  very  well ;  but,  fmiling, 
afked  us,  what  we  would  do  there. 

I  told  him  we  would  fell  our  cargo, 
and  purchafe  China  xvares,  callicoes, 
raw  filks,  tea,  wrought  filks,  &c.  and 
fo  would  return  by  the  fame  courfe  we 
came.  He  told  us  our  beft  port  had 
been  to  have  put  in  at  Macao,  where 
we  could  not  fail  of  a  market  for  our 
opium  to  our  fatisfacYion,  and  might, 
for  our  money,  have  purchafed  all  forts 
of  China  goods  as  cheap  as  we  could 
at  Nanquin. 

Not  being  able  to  put  the  old  man 
out  of  his  talk,  of  which  he  was 
very  opiniated  or  conceited,  I  told 
him  we  were  gentleman  as  well  as 
Soerchants;  and  that  we  had  a  mind 


to  go  and  fee  the  great  city  of  Pekin, 
and  the  famous  court  of  the  Monarch 
of  China.  *  Why  then,'  fays  the  old 
man, '  you  fliould  go  to  Nmgpo,  where, 
'  by  the  river  that  runs  into  the  fea 
'  there,  you  may  go  up  within  five 
'  leagues  of  the  great  canal.'  This 
canal  is  a  navigable  made  ftneam,  which 
goes  through  the  heart  of  all  that  vaft 
empire  of  China,  croflesall  the  rivers, 
paffes  fome  confiderable  hills  by  the 
help  of  fluices  and  gates,  and  goes  up 
to  the  city  of  Pekin,  being  in  length 
near  two  hundred  and  ieventy  leagues. 
«  Well,*  faid  I,  «  Seignior  Portu- 
'  gueze,  but  that  is  not  our  bufinefs 
1  now.  The  great  qjjeftion  is,  if  you 
4  can  carry  us  up  to  the  city  of  Nan- 

*  quin,  from  whence  we  can  travel  to 
'  Pekin  afterwards?'     Yes,  he   faid, 
he  could   do  fo  very  well,  and  there 
was  a  great  Dutch  fhip  gone  up  that 
way  juft  before.    This  gave  me  a  little 
mock;    a  Dutch,  fhip  was   now  our 
terror,  and  we  had  much  rather  have 
met  the  devil,  at  leaft  if  he  had  not 
come   in   too  frightful  a  figure.     We 
depended  upon  it,  that  a  Dutch  fhip 
would  be  our  deilruclion,  for  we  were 
in  no  condition  to  fight  them;  aril  the 
mips  they  trade  with  in    thofe    parts 
being  of  great  burden,  and  of  much 
greater  force  than  we  were. 

The  old  man  found  me  a  little  con- 
fufed,  and  und^r  fome  concern,  when 
he  named  a  Dutch  fhip ;  and  laid  to 
me,   '  Sir,  you  need  be  under  no  ap- 
prehenfion  of  the  Dutch;   I  fuppofe 
they  are  not  now  at  war  with  your 
nation.' — '  NQ,' faid  I,  '  that's  true; 
butl  know  not  what  liberties  men  may 
take  when  they  are  out  of  the  reach 
of  the  laws  of  their  own   country-' 
— '  Why,'  faid  he,  *  you  are  no  pi- 
rates, what   need   you  fear?    They 
will  not  meddle  with  peaceable  mer- 
chants, fure!' 

If  I  had  any  blood  in  my  body  that 
did  not  fly  up  into  my  face  at  that 
word,  it  was  hindered  by  fome  ftop  in 
the  veflels  appointed  by  nature  to  cir- 
culate it;  for  it  put  me  into  the  great- 
eft  diforder  and  confufion  imaginable; 
nor  was  it  pofiible  for  me  to  conceal  it 
fo,  but  that  the  old  man  eafily  per- 
ceived  it. 

*  Sir,'  faid  he,  f  I  find  you  are  in 
'  fome  diforder  in  your  thoughts  at  my 
'  talk:  pray  be  pleafed  to  go  which 

*  way  you  think  (it ;  and,  depend  upon 

*  it, 
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«  it,  I'll  do  you  all  the  fervice  I  can/ 
— *  Why,   Seignior,'    laid  I,    *  it  is 

*  true,  I  am   a  little  unsettled  in  my 

*  reiblution  at  this  time  whither  to  go 
'  in   particular j  and   lam   fomething 

*  more   fo,  for  what  you   laid   about 
<  pirates.    I  hope  there  are  no  pirates 
'  in  thefe  leas!  we  are  but  in   an  ill 

*  condition  to  meet  with   them ;    for 
«  you  fee  we  have  but  a  final  I  force, 

*  and  but  very  weakly  manned/ 

*  O!  Sir,1  faid  he,  '  do  not  be  con- 
'  cerned,  I  do  not  know  that  there 

*  have  been   any  pirates  in  thefe  feas 
'  thefe  fifteen  years,  except  one,  which 
«  was  feen,  as  I  hear,  in  the  Bay  of 

*  Siam    about    a    month    fince;    but 

*  you  may  be  a  flu  red  fhe  is  gone  to 
'  the   fbuthward  :  nor  was  file  a  fhip 
'  of  any  great  force,  or  fit   for  the 
'  work  ;  fhe  was  not  built  for  a  pri- 

*  vateer,  but  was  run  away  with  by  a 
'  reprobate  crew  that  were  on  board, 
'  after  the  captain  and  fome  of  his  men 

*  had  been   murdered  by  the  Malac- 
'  cans,  at  or  near  the  ifland  of  Su- 
f  inatra/ 

«  What!*  faid  I,  feeming  to  know 
nothing  of  the  matter,  *  did  they  mur- 
'  der  the  captain  ?' — *  No,'  faid  he, 
'  I  do  not  underftand  that  they  mur- 
'  deied  him  ;  but,  as  they  afterwards 
'  ran  away  with  the  fhip,  it  is  gene- 

*  rally  believed  they  betrayed  him  into 
'  the  hands  of  the  Malaccans,  who 
'  did  murder  him  j  and,  perhaps,  they 

*  procured  them   to   do  it/ — '  Why 
'  then,1  laid  I,  «  they  deferve  death, 

*  as  much  as  if  they  had  done  it  them- 
f  felves/ — '  Nay,'  faid  the  old  man, 

*  they   do  deferve  it;   and   they    will 
'  certainly  have  it,  if  they  light  upon 
'  any  Englifh  or  Dutch  fhip;  for  they 
'  have  all  agreed  together,  that  if  they 

*  meet  that  rogue,  they  will  give  him 
'  no  quarter/ 

•  But,'  faid  I  to  Him,  '  you  fay 
'  the  pirate  is  gone  out  of  thefe  feas  : 
4  how  can  they  meet  with  him  then  ?* 
— c  Why,  that  is  true,'  faid  he,  *  they 
4  do  fay  fo  j  but  he  was,  as  I  tell  you, 
'  in  the  Bay  of  Siam,  in  the  river  Cam- 
'  bodia,  and  was  discovered  there  by 
'  fome  Dutchmen  who  belonged  to 

*  the  fhip,  and  who  were  left  on  more 

*  when  they  run  away  with  herj  and 
<  fomcKnglifli  and  Dutch  traders  be- 

*  ""in  the  river,  they  were  w.thma 

*  little  of  taking  him.     Nay,    ^d  he 
'  if  the  forcmoft  boats  had  been  well 


feconded  by  the  reft,  they  hnJ  cef- 
tainly  taken  himj  but  he,  finding 
only  two  boats  within  reach  of  him, 
tacked  about,  and  fired  at  thefe  two, 
and  difabled  them  before  the  other 
came  up;  and  then  ftanding  off  to 
lea,  the  other  were  not  able  to  fol- 
low him,  and  fo  he  got  away.  But 
they  have  all  fo  exacl  a  description 
of  the  fhip,  that  they  will  be  fure  to 
know  him ;  and  wherever  they  find 
him,  they  have  vowed  to  give  no 
quarter  to  either  the  captain  or  the 
feamen,  but  fo  hang  them  all  up  at 
the  yard-arm/ 

'  What!'    faid  I,  *  will  they  exe- 
cute them  right  or  wrong,  hang  them 
firlr,  and  judge  them  afterwards?'— 
O  !  Sir,'  faid  the  old  pilot,  *  there  is 
no  need  to  make  a  formal  bufinefs 
of  it  with  fuch  rogues  as  thofe;  let 
them  tie  them  back  to  back,  and  fet 
them  a  diving;  it  is  no  more   than 
they  rightly  deferve/ 
I   knew  I  had   my  old  man   fail  a- 
board,  and  that  he  could  do  me  no 
harm  j  fo  that  I  turned  fhort  upon  him  : 
'  Well,  now,  Seignior,*  faid  I,  '  and 

*  this  is  the  very  rcafon  why  I  would 

*  have  you  carry  us  to  Nanquin,  and 

*  not  to  put  back  to   Macao,  or  to 
4  any  other  part  of  the  country  where 

*  the   Englifh  or  Dutch  fhips  come  j 
'  for,  be  it  known  to  you,   Seignior, 
'  thofe  captains   of  the  Englifh.    and 
'  Dutch   mips   are  a  parcel  of  rafli, 
'  proud,    infolent  fellows,    that  nei- 
'  ther  know  what  belongs  to  jultice, 

*  or  how  to  behave  themfelves  as  the 

*  laws  of  God  and  nature  direct  ;  but 
'  being  proud  of  their  offices,  and  not 
'  underftanding     their     power,     they 
1  would  aft  the  murderers  to  punifh 
'  robbers ;  would  take  upon  them  to 
'  infult  men  falfely  accufed,  and  de- 

*  termine  them  guilty  without  due  en- 
'  quiry  j  and   perhaps  I  may  live  to 
«  call  fome  of  them  to  an  account  for 
'  it,  where  they  may  be  taught  how 

*  juflice  is  to  be  executed,  and  that 
f  no  man  ought  to  be  treated  as  a  cri- 
'  minal,  till  fome  evidence  may  be  had 
'  of  the  crime,    and   that  he   is    the 
'  man/ 

With  this  I  told  him,  that  this  was 
the  very  fhip  they  had  attacked  ;  and 
gave  him  a  full  account  of  the  Ikir- 
mifh  we  had  with  thc-ir  boats,  and  how 
ioolifhly  and  coward-like  they  had  be- 
haved. I  told  him  all  the  itorY  of  our> 

buying 
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t>i)ymg  ttie  fliip,  and  how  the  Dutch- 
hien  ferved  us.  I  told  him  the  rea- 
fons  I  had  to  believe,  that  this  ftory 
of  killing  the  mafter  by  the  Malac- 
cans  was  not  true,  as  alfo  the  run- 
ning away  with  the  fhip  j  but  that  it 
was  all  a  ficlion  of  their  own?  to  fug- 
geft  that  the  men  were  turned  pirates  $ 
and  they  ought  to  have  been  yfure  it 
was  fo,  before  they  had  ventured  to 
attack  us  by  furprize,  and  oblige  Us 
to  refilt  them;  adding,  that  they 
would  have  the  blood  of  thofe  men  who 
were  killed  there,  in  our  juft  defence, 
to  anfwer  for. 

The  old  man  was   amazed  at  this 

relation ;    and  told  us,  we  were  very 

much  in  the  right  to  go  away  to  the 

iiorth;  and  that  if  he  might  advife  us, 

it  mould  be  to  fell  the  (hip  in  China, 

which  we  might  very  well    do>   and 

fcuy  or  btiild  another  in  the  country. 

And,'  faid  he,   *  though   you  will 

not  get  fo  good  a  fhip,  yet  you  may 

get  one   able  enough   to  carry  you 

and  all  your  goods  back  again  to 

Bengal,  or  any  where  elfe.' 

I  told  him,  I  would  take  his  advice, 

when  I  came  to  any  port  where  I  could 

find  a  fhip  for   my  turn,  or  get   any 

cuftomer  to  buy  this.     He  replied,  I 

fhould    meet  with    curtomers  enough 

for   the  fhip  at  Nanquin,  and  that  a 

Chinefe  junk  would  ferve  me  very  well 

to  go  back  again;  and  that  he  would 

procure  me   people  both  to  buy  one 

and  fell  the  other. 

'  Well,  but,  Seignior,'  fays  T,  *  as 
you  fay  they  know  the  (hip  fo  well, 
I  may,  perhaps,  if  I  follow  your 
mearures,  be  inftrumental  to  bring 
fome  honeft,  innocent  men  into  a 
terrible  broil ,  and  perhaps  be  mur- 
dered in  cold  blood;  for  wherever 
they  find  the  fhip,  they  will  prove 
the  guilt  upon  the  men,  by  proving 
this  was  the  fhip;  and  fo  innocent 
men  may  probably  be  overpowered 
and  murdered.'—*  Why,'  laid  the 
old  man,  *  I'll  find  out  a  way  to  pre- 
vent that  alfo;  for  as  I  know  all 
thofe  commanders  you  fpeak  of  very 
well,  and  ihall  fee  them  all  as  they 
pafs  by,  I  will  be  fure  to  fet  them 
to  rights  in  the  thing,  and  let  them 
know,  that  they  had  been  fo  much 
in  the  wrong,  that  though  the  people 
who  were  on  board  at  firft  might 

*  run  away  with   the  fbip,  yet  it  was 

*  not  true  chat  they  had  turned  pirates  j 
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'  and  that  in  particular,  thofe  were 
not  the  men  that  firit  went  off  with 
the  fhip,  but  innocently  bought  her 
for  their  trade ;  and  I  an!  perfuaded 
they  will  fo  far  believe  me,  as,  at 
lealt,  to  a5l  more  cautioufly  for  the 
time  to  come.' — <  Well,'  faid  I, 
and  will  you  deliver  one  meffage  to 
them  from  me?'—*  Yes,  I  will,* 
ays  he,  f  if  you  will  give  it  under 
your  hand  in  writing,  that  I  may 
be  able  to  prove  it  came  from  you, 
and  not  out  of  my  own  head.'  I 
anfwered,  that  I  would  readily  give 
it  under  my  hand.  So  I  took  a  pen, 
and  ink,  and  paper,  and  wrote  at  large 
the  ftory  of  aflaulting  me  with  the 
long-boats,  &c.  the  pretended  reafon 
of  it,  arid  the  unjuft  cruel  defign  of  it ; 
and  concluded  to  the  commanders, 
that  they  had  done  what  they  not  only 
fhould  have  been  afhamed  of,  but  alfo, 
that  if  ever  they  came  to  England,  and 
I  lived  to  fee  them  there,  they  mould 
all  pay  dearly  for  it,  if  the  laws  of  my 
country  were  not  grown  out  of  ufe  be- 
fore I  arrived  there. 

My  old  pilot  read  this  over  and  over 
again,  and  afked  me  feveral  times,  if 
I  would  ftand  to  it.  I  anfwered,  I 
would  ftand  to  it  as  long  as  I  had  any 
thing  left  in  the  world;  being  fenfible 
that  I  mould,  one  time  or  other,  find 
an  opportunity  to  put  it  home  to  them. 
But  we  had  no  occafion  ever  to  let  the 
pilot  carry  this  letter;  for  he  never 
went  back  again.  While  thofe  things 
were  pairing  between  us  by  way  of 
dilcourie,  we  went  forward  directly  for 
Nanquin ;  and,  in  about  thirteen  days 
fail,  came  to  an  anchor  at  the  fouih- 
welt  point  of  the  great  Gulph  of  Nan- 
quin ;  where,  by  the  way,  I  came  by 
accident  to  undeiftand,  that  the  two 
Dutch  mips  were  gone  that  length  be- 
fore me,  and  that  I  fhould  certainly 
fall  into  their  hands.  I  consulted  my 
partner  again  in  this  exigency,  and  he 
was  as  much  at  a  lofs  as  I  was,  and 
would  very  gladly  have  been  fafe  on 
fhore  almoft  any  where.  However,  I  was 
not  in  fuch  perplexity  neither,  but  I 
afked  the  old  pilot  if  there  was  nocreelc 
or  harbour  which  I  might  put  into, 
and  purfue  my  bufmefs  with  the  Chi- 
nele  privately,  and  be  In  no  danger  of 
the  enetny.  He  told  me,  if  I  would 
fail  to  the  fouthward  about  two  and 
forty  ler.gues,  there -w^s  a  little  port 
calivd  Quinchang,  where  the  fathers  of 
^K  k  the 
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the  million  \ifunlly  landed  from  Ma- 
cno,  on  their  progrefs  to  teach  the 
Chriftian  religion  to  the  Chinefe,  and 
where  no  European  fliips  ever  put  in  ; 
and,  if  I  thought  proper  to  put  in 
there,  I  might  confider  what  farther 
courfe  to  take  when  I  was  on  fhore. 
He  confefTed,  he  faid,  it  was  not  a 
j>lace  for  merchants,  except  that  at 
fome  certain  times  they  had  a  kind  of 
a  fair  there,  when  the  merchants  from 
Japan  came  over  thither  to  buy  the 
Chinefe  merchandizes. 

We  all  agreed  to  go  back  to  this 
place.  The  name  of  the  port,  as  he 
called  it,  I  may  perhaps  fpell  wrong; 
for  I  do  not  particularly  remember  it, 
having  lolt  this,  together  with  the 
names  of  many  other  places  fet  down 
in  my  little  pocket-book,  which  was 
fpoiled  by  the  water,  on  an  accident 
which  I  fliall  relate  in  it's  order  5  but 
this  I  remember,  that  the  Chinefe  or  Ja- 
panefe  merchants  we  correfpond  with, 
call  it  by  a  different  name  from  that 
which  our  Fortugueze  pilot  gave  it, 
and  pronounced  it  as  above,  Qtnn- 
chang. 

As  we  were  unanimous  in  our  re- 
folutions  to  go  to  this  place,  we 
weighed  the  next  day,  having  only  gone 
twice  on  ftiore,  where  we  were  to  get 
frefh  water  j  on  both  which  occafions, 
the  people  of  the  country  were  very 
civil  to  us,  and  brought  us  abundance 
of  things  to  fell  tons  ;  I  mean,  of  pro- 
vifions,  plants,  roots,  tea,  rice,  and 
fome  fowls  j  but  nothing  without  mo- 
ney. 

We  came  fo  the  other  port  (the 
wind  being  contrary)  not  till  five  days  j 
hut  it  was  very  much  to  our  fatisfac- 
tion  j  and  I  was  joyful,  and  I  may 
fay  thankful,  when  I  fet  my  foot  fafe 
on  more;  refolving,  and  my  partner 
too,  that  if  it  was  pofllble  to  difpofe 
of  ourfelves  and  effects  any  other  way, 
though  not  every  way  to  our  fatisfac- 
tion,  we  would  never  fet  one  foot  on 
hoard  that  unhappy  vefiel  more  ;  and, 
indeed,  I  muft  acknowledge,  that  of 
all  the  circumftances  of  life  that  ever 
J  had  any  experience  of,  nothing 
makes  mankind  fo  compleatly  mifer- 
able  as  that  of  being  in  conftant  fear. 
Well  does  the  Scripture  fay,  «  The 
«  fear  of  man*  brings  a  fnare ;'  it  is  a 
life  of  death;  and  the  mind  is  fo  en- 
tirely fupprefled  by  it,  that  it  is  ca- 
pable of  no  relief j  the  animal  fuirits 


link,  and  all  the  vigour  of  naturfj 
which  ufually  fupports  men  under 
other  afflictions,  and  is  prefent  to  them 
in  the  greateft  exigencies,  faih  them 
here. 

Nor  did  it  fail  of  it's  ufual  opera- 
tions upon  the  fancy,  by  heightening 
every  danger ;  reprefenting  the  Englifh 
and  Dutch  captains  to  be  men  inca- 
pable of  hearing  reafon,  or  diftingui fil- 
ing between  honeft  men  and  rogues ; 
or  between  a  ttory  calculated  for  our 
own  turn,  made  out  of  nothing,  on 
purpofe  to  deceive,  and  a  true  genuine 
account  of  our  whole  voyage,  progrefs, 
and  defign  j  for  we  might  many  ways 
have  convinced  any  reafonable  creature 
that  we  were  not  pirates  :  the  goods  we 
had  on  board,  the  courfe  we  fteered,  our 
frankly  (hewing  ourfelves,  and  entering 
into  fuch  and  fuch  ports  j  even  our  very 
manner,  the  force  we  had,  the  number 
of  men,  the  few  arms,  little  amunition, 
fliort  provifions  j  all  thefe  would  have 
ferved  to  convince  any  man  that  we 
were  no  pirates.  The  opium,  and 
other  goods  we  had  on  board,  would 
make  it  appear  the  (hip  had  been  at 
Bengal ;  the  Dutchmen,  who,  it  was 
faid,  had  the  names  of  all  the  men 
that  were  in  the  fhip,  might  eafily  fee, 
that  we  were  a  mixture  of  Englifli, 
Portugueze,  and  Indians,  and  but  two 
Dutchmen  on  board.  Thefe,  and  many 
other  particular  circumftances,  might 
have  made  it  evident  to  the  under- 
ftanding  of  any  commander,  whofo 
hands  we  might  fall  into,  that  we  were 
no  pirates. 

But  fear,  that  blind,  ufelefs  paflton, 
worked  another  way,  and  threw  us 
into  the  vapours  j  it  bewildered  our  un- 
derftandings,  and  fet  the  imagination 
at  work,  to  form  a  thoufand  terrible 
things  that,  perhaps,  might  never  hap- 
pen. We  firft  fuppofed,  as  indeed 
every  body  had  related  to  us,  that  the 
feamen  on  board  the  English  and 
Dutch  mips,  but  efpecially  the  Dutch, 
were  fo  enraged  at  the  name  of  a  pirate, 
and  efpecially  at  our  beating  ot  their 
boats,  and  efcaping,  that  they  would 
not  give  themfelves  leave  to  enquire 
whether  we  were  pirates  or  no;  but 
would  execute  us  offhand,  as  we  call 
it,  without  giving  us  any  room  for  a 
defence.  We  reflected,  that  the 
really  fo  much  apparent  evidence  be- 
fore tlu-m,  that  they  wouM 
quire  after  any  more :  as,  fii  it,  That  the 
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(hip  was  certainly  the  fame,  and  that 
fome  of  the  feamen  among  them  knew 
her,  and  had  been  on  board  her ;  and, 
fecondly,  That  when  we  had  intelli- 
gence at  the  river  Cambodia,  that  they 
were  coming  down  to  examine  us,  we 
fought  their  boats  and  fled  j  fo  that  we 
made  no  doubt  but  they  were  as  fully 
fatisfied  of  our  being  pirates,  as  we  were 
fatisfied  of  the  contrary  j  and  I  often, 
faid,  I  knew  not  but  I  mould  have  been 
apt  to  have  taken  thefe  little  circuin- 
Itances  for  evidence,  if  the  tables  were 
turned,  and  my  cafe  was  theirs  j  and 
have  made  no  fcniple  of  cutting  all  the 
crew  to  pieces,  without  believing,  or 
perhaps  confiderin£,  what  they  might 
have  to  offer  in  their  defence. 

But  let  that  be  how  it  will,  thofe 
were  our  apprehenfions  ;  and  both  my 
partner  and  I  too  fcarce  ilept  a  night 
\vithoutdreamingof  halters  and  yard- 
arms  j  that  is  to  lay,  gibbets  j  of  fight- 
ing, and  being  taken  j  of  killing,  and 
being  killed  :  and  one  night  I  was  in 
fuch  a  fury  in  my  dream,  fancying 
the  Dutchmen  had  boarded  us,  and  I 
was  knocking  one  of  their  feamen 
down,  that  I  ftruck  my  double  fift 
againft  the  fide  of  the  cabin  I  lay  in 
with  fuch  force  as  wounded  my  hand 
inoft  grievoufly,  broke  my  knuckles, 
and  cut  and  bruifed  the  flelh  ;  fo  that 
it  not  only  waked  me  out  of  my  fleep, 
but  I  was  once  afraid  I  mould  have  loft 
two  of  my  fingers. 

Another  apprehenfion  I  had,  was 
of  the  cruel  uiage  we  mould  meet  with 
from  them  if  we  fell  into  their  hands. 
Then  the  ftory  of  Amboyna  came  in- 
to my  head,  and  how  the  Dutch  might, 
perhaps,  torture  us,  as  they  did  our 
countrymen  there,  and  make  fome  of 
our  men,  by  extremity  of  torture,  con- 
fefs  thofe  crimes  they  never  were  guilty 
of  j  own  themfelves,  and  all  of  us,  to 
be  pirates  ;  and  fo  they  would  put  us 
to  death  with  a  formal  appearance  of 
jaitice  j  and  that  they  might  be  tempt- 
ed to  do  this  for  the  gain  of  our  mip 
and  cargo,  which  was  worth  four  or 
five  thoufand  pounds  put  all  toge- 
ther. 

Thefe  things  tormented  me,  and  my 
partner  too,  night  and  day  j  nor  did 
we  confider,  that  the  captains  of  (hips 
have  no  authority  to  aft  thus  j  and  if 
we  had  furrendered  prifoners  to  them, 
they  could  not  anfwer  the'deftroying 
us  or  torturing  us,  but  weiild  be  ac- 
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countable  for  it  when  they  came  in4 
to  their  own  country.  This,  I  fay, 
gave  me  no  fatisfaftion  j  for,  if  they 
will  aft  thus  with  us,  what  advantage 
would  it  be  to  us  that  they  would  be 
called  to  an  account  for  it;  or,  if  we 
were  firft  to  be  murdered,  what  fatif- 
faftion  would  it  be  to  us  to  have  them, 
punifhed  when  they  came  home, 

I  cannot  refrain  taking  notice  here, 
what  reflections  I  now  had  upon  the 
paft  variety  of  my  particular  circum- 
ftances  j  how  hard  I  thought  it  was, 
that  I,  who  had  fpent  forty  years  in  a 
life  of  continued  difficulties,  and  was 
at  laft  come,  as  it  were,  at  the  port 
or  haven  which  all  men  drive  at,  viz, 
to  have  reft  and  plenty,  fliould  be  a 
volunteer  in  new  forrows  by  my  own 
unhappy  choice  j  and  that  I,  who  had 
efcaped  fo  many  dangers  in  my  youth, 
mould  now  come  to  be  hanged  in  my 
old  age,  and  in  fo  remote  a  place,  for 
a  crime  I  was  not  in  the  leaft  inclined 
to,  much  lefs  guilty  of  j  and  in  a  place 
and  circumftance,  where  innocence  was 
not  like  to  be  any  protection  at  all  to 
me. 

After  thefe  thoughts,  fomething  of 
religion  would  come  in  j  and  J  would 
be  confidering,  that  this  feemed  to  me 
to  be  a  difpolition  of  immediate  Pro- 
vidence, and  I  ought  to  look  upon  it, 
and  fubmit  to  it,  as  fuch  j  that  al- 
though I  was  innocent  as  to  men,  I 
was  far  from  being  innocent  as  to  my 
Maker;  and  I  ought  to  look  in,  and 
examine  what  other  crimes  in  my  life, 
were  moft  obvious  to  me,  and  for 
which  Providence  might  juftly  inflitt 
this  punifhment  as  a  retribution  ;  and 
that  I  ought  to  fubm.it  to  this,  juft  as 
I  would  to  a  ftiipwreck,  if  it  had  pleaied 
Qod  to  have  brought  fuch  a  dil'after 
upon  me. 

Jn  it's  turn,  natural  courage  would 
fometimes  take  it's  place  j  and  then  I 
would  be  talking  myfelf  up  to  vigo- 
rous refolutions,  that  I  would  not  be 
taken,  to  be  barSaroufly  ufed  by  a  par- 
cel of  mercilefs  wretches  in  cold  blood  ; 
that  it  was  much  better  to  have  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  favages,  who 
were  men-eaters,  and  who,  I  was  fure, 
would  feaft  upon  me  when  they  had 
taken  me,  than  by  th,ofe  who  would, 
perhaps,  glut  their  rage  upon  met 
by  inhuman  tortures  and  barbarities  | 
that,  in  the  cafe  of  the  favages,  I  al- 
ways refglved  to  die  fighting,  to  the 
Kkz  lofc 
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laft  gafpj  and  why  mould  I  not  do 
fo  now,  feeing  it  was  much  more 
dreadful  to  me,  at  lead,  to  think  of 
falling  into  thefe  men's  hands,  than 
ever  it  was  to  think  of  being  eaten  by 
inen  :  for  the  favages,  give  them  their 
due,  would  not  eat  a  man  till  lie  was 
dead?  and  killed  him  firft,  as  we  do  a 
bullock;  but  that  thefe  men  had  many 
arts  beyond  the  cruelty  of  death. 
Whenever  thefe  thoughts  prevailed,  I 
was  fure  !o  put  myfelf  into  a  kind  of 
fever,  with  the  agitations  of  a  fuppofed 
ifight  ;  my  blood  would  boil,  and  my 
eyes  fparkled,  as  if  I  was  engaged ;  and 
J  always  refolved,  that  I  would  take 
iio  quarter  at  their  hands  j  but  even, 
at  laft,  if  I  cquld  refift  no  longer,  I 
would  blow  up  the  ftiip,  and  all  that 
was  in  her,  ,and  leave  them  but  little 
booty  to  boaft  of. 

But  how  much  the  greater  weight 
the  anxi'-tjes  and  perplexities  of  thefe 
thin'gs  were  to  our  thoughts  while  we 
were  at  fea,  by  fo  much  the  greater 
was  our  fatisfaflion  when  we  Taw  our- 
felves  on  fhoiej  and  my  partner  told 
jne,  he  dreamed  that  he  had  a  very 
heavy  load  upon  his  back,  which  he 
was  to  carry  up  a  hill,  and  found  that 
lie  was  not  at>!e  to  ftand  long  under  it  j 
but  the  Portuguese  pilot  came  and 
took  it  off  his  back,  and  the  hill  dif- 
sppeared,  the  ground  before  him  fliew- 
ing  all  fmooth  and  plain.  And  truly 
it  was  fo;  v/e  were  all  like  men  who 
had  a  load  taken  off  their  backs. 

For  my  part,  I  had  a  weight  taken 
off  from  my  heart,  that  I  was  not  able 
any  longer  to  bear  |  and,  as  I  faid 
gbove,  we  reiblyed  to  go  no  more  to 
jfea  in  that  fhip.  When  we  cam,e  on 
fhore,  the  old  pilot,  who  was  now  our 
friend,  got  us  a  lodging,  and  a  ware- 
houfe  for  our  goods,  which,  by  the 
way,  was  much  the  fame  j  it  was  a 
little  houfe  or  hut,  with  a  large  houfe 
pining  to  it,  all  buiit  with  canes,  and 
pallifadoed  rpund  with  larges  canes,  to 
keep  out  pilfering  thieves,  of  which  it 
fee  ins  there  were  not  a  few  in  the 
country.  ^Lov/eycr,  the  magi  111  ales  al- 
jowed  us  alfo  a  little  guard,  apd  we  h:uf 
a  folfJier  with  a  kind  of  hal'pei  t  or  half- 
fpike,  vyho  ftood  centinel  at  our  doorj 
|o  whom  we  allowed  a  pint  of  rice, 
^nd  a  little  piece  of  money,  about  the 
palue  of  three  pence  per  day,  fo  that 
pur  Roods  were  kept  very  fafe. 


The  fair  or  mart,  ufually  kept  in 
this  place,  had  been  over  fome  time  j 
however,  we  found  that  there  were 
three  or  four  junks  in  the  river,  and 
two  Japanei'f,  I  mean,  Ihips  from  Ja- 
pan, with  goods  which  they  had  bought 
in  China,  and  were  not  gone  away, 
having  Japanefe  merchants  on  fliore. 

The  firft  thing  our  old  Poi  tugueze 
pilot  did  for  us,  was  to  bring  us  ac- 
quainted with  three  miflionary  Romifh 
priefts,  who  were  in  the  town,  anct 
who  had  been  there  fome  time,  con- 
verting the  people  to  Chriitianity  ;  but 
we  thought  they  made  but  poor  work 
of  it,  and  made  them  but  forry  Chri- 
ftians  when  they  had  done.  However, 
that  was  not  our  bufiners.  One  of 
thefe  was  a  Frenchman,  whom  they 
called  Father  Simon  ;  he  was  a  jolly, 
well-conditioned  man,  very  free  in  hi$ 
converfation,  not  feeming  fo  feriou§ 
and  grave  as  thy  other  two  did  ;  (one 
of  whom  was  a  Portugueze,  and  the 
other  a  Genoefe)  but  Father  Simon, 
was  courteous,  eafy  in  his  manner,  an4 
very  agreeable  company:  the  other  twq 
were  more  referved,  fcemed  rigid  and 
auftere,  and  applied  ferioufly  to  the 
work  they  came  about;  vis.  to  talk 
with  and  insinuate  thernfelves  among 
the  inhabitants,  wherever  they  had  op- 
portunity. We  often  eat  and  drank 
with  thole  men  :  and  though  J  mufi 
confeis  the  converfion,  as  they  call  it^ 
of  the  Chinefe  to  Chriftianity,  is  fo  far 
from  the  true  converfion  required  to 
bring  heathen  people  to  the  faith  of 
Chrifl,  that  it  fcems  to  amount  to  little 
more  than  letting  them  know  the 
name  of  Chrift,  fay  fome  prajtrs  tq 
the  Virgin  Mary  and  her  Son  in  a 
tongue  which  they  underhand  not, 
and  to  crofs  thernfelves,  niul  the  like : 
yet  it  rnuft  be  confefled,  that  thefe  re- 
ligious, whom  we  call  rniflionaries. 
have  a  firm  belief  that  thefe  people  ihalj 
bf  laved,  and  that  they  are  the  inltru- 
ments  of  it;  and,  on  this  account, 
they  undergo  not  only  the  fatigue  of 
the  voyage,  and  hazards  of  living  ui 
fuch  places,  but  oftentimes  death  it- 
felfj  with  the  moft  violent  tortures, 
for  the  fake  of  this  work;  and  i; 
would  be  a  great  want  of  charity  in  us, 
whatever  opinion  we  have  of  the  work 
itfclf,  and  the  manner  of  their  doing 
it,  if  we  mould  not  have  a  good  oj>i- 
jikm  of  their  SvaJ,  who  undertake  '•? 
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»vith  fo  many  hazards,  and  who  have 
jno  profpecl  of  the  leatt  temporal  ad- 
vantage to  themfelves. 

But  to  return  to  my  ftory.  This 
French  prieft,  Father  Simon,  was  ap- 
pointed, it  feems,  by  order  of  the  chief 
of  the  miflion,  to  go  up  to  Pejcin,  the 
royal  feat  of  the  Clitnefe  emperor;  and 
waited  only  for  another  prieft,  who  was 
ordered  to  come  to  him  from  Macao, 
to  go  along  with  him  j  and  we  Icarce 
.ever  met  together,  but  he  was  inviting 
me  to  go  that  journey  with  him,  tet'- 
jng  me,  how  he  would  fliew  me  all  the 
glorious  tilings  of  that  mighty  empire ; 
and  among  the  reft,  the  greateft  city 
jn  the  world.  *  A  city,'  faid  he, 

*  that  your  London,  and  our  Paris, 

*  put  together,   cannot  be  equal  to.' 
This  was  the  city  of  Pekin  ;  which,  I 
confefs,  is  very  great,  and  infinitely 
full  of  people  j  but,  as  I  looked  on 
thofe  things  with  different  eyes   from 
other  men,   fo  I  mall  give  my  opinion 
of  them  in  few  words,  when  I  come, 
jn  the  courfe  of  my  travels,  to  fpeak 
more  particularly  of  them. 

But  firft,  I  come  to  my  friar  or  mif- 
flonary.  Dining  with  him  one  day, 
and  being  very  merry  together,  I 
(hewed  fome  little  inclination  to  go 
>vith  him  j  and  he  prefled  me  and  my 
partner  very  hard,  and  with  a  great 
many  perfuafions,  to  content.  c  Why, 
'  Father  Simon,1  fays  my  partner, 
f  why  fhould  you  defire  our  company 

*  fo  much?    You  know  we  are  here- 
ticks,  and  you  do  not  love  us,  nor 
can  keep  us  company  with  any  plea- 
lure.' — «  O!'    fays   he,  «  you   may, 
perhaps,  be  good  Catholicks  in  time  j 
my  bufinefs  here  is  to  convert  hea- 
thens j  and  who  knows  but  J  may 
convert  you  too  r-^(  Very  well,  Fa- 
ther,1 laid   I,   t  fo  you  will   preach 
to  us   all  the  way.'—*  I  won't  be 
troubleforne  to  you,'  faid  he  ;  «  our 
religion  dp.es  not  diyeft  us  of  good 
manners  :  befides,'  faid  he,  *  we  are 
here  like  countrymen  ;    and   io  we 
are,  compared  to  the  place  we  are 
in  j  and  if  you  are  Hugonots,  and  I 
a  Catholick,  we  may  be  all  Chriftians 
at  laft  ;  at  leaft,'  faid  he,  «  we  are  all 
gentlemen,  and  we  m^y  converfe  fot 
without  being  uneafy  to  one  another.' 

I  liked  that  part  of  his  difcourle  very 
well,  and  it  began  to  put  me  in  mind 
f>f  my  prieft  that  I  had  left  in  the  Bra- 
$Usj  but  this  Father  Simon  did  not 


come  up  to  his  character  by  a  great 
deal ;  for  though  Father  Simon  had  no 
appearance  of  a  criminal  levity  in  hjm 
neither,  yet  he  had  not  that  fund  of 
Chriftian  zeal,  ftricl  piety,  and  fincere 
affection  to  religion,  that  my  o^ier 
good  ecclefiaftick  had  of  whom  I  have 
J'aid  fo  much. 

But  to  leave  him  a  little,  though  he 
never  left  us,  nor  foliciting  us  to  go 
with  him,  but  we  had  fomething  elfe 
before  us  at  that  time;  for  we  had, 
all  this  while,  our  fhip  and  our  mer- 
chandize to  difpofe  of  j  and  we  began  to 
be  very  doubtful  what  we  mould  do, 
for  we  were  now  in  a  place  of  very 
little  bufinefs ;  and  once  I  was  abou£ 
to  venture  to  fail  for  the  river  of  Ki- 
lam,  and  the  city  of  Nanquin.  But 
Providence  feemed  now  more  vifibly, 
as  I  thought,  than  ever,  to  concern 
itfelf  in  our  affairs  ;  and  I  was  encou- 
raged from  this  very  time  to  thinle, 
I  mould,  one  way  or  other,  get  out  of 
this  entangled  circumftance,  and  be 
brought  home  to  my  own  country 
again  j  though  I  had  not  the  iealt  view 
of  the  manner  j  and  when  I  began 
fometimes  to  think  of  it,  could  not 
imagine  by  what  metha4  i£  was  to  be 
done.  Providence,  I  f»jpt  began  here 
to  clear  up  our  way  a  little  j  and  the 
firft  thing  that  offered  was,  that  our 
.old  Portugueze  pilot  brought  a  Japan, 
merchant  to  us,  who  began  to  enquire 
what  goods  we  had}  and,  in  the  firft 
place,  he  bought  all  our  opium,  and 
gave  us  a  very  good  price  for  it,  pay- 
ing us  in  gold  by  weight,  Ibme  in, 
finall  pieces  of  their  own  coin,  aod 
foine  in  fmalj  wedges  of  about  ten  or 
eleven  ounces  each.  While  ^e  were 
dealing  with  him  for  our  opium,  it 
came  into  my  head,  that  he  might 
perhaps  deal  with  us  for  the  (hip  tooj 
and  I  ordered  the  interpreter  to  propofe 
it  to  him.  He  fhrunk  up  his  moulders 
at  it  when  it  was  Hilt  propoled  tQ 
him,  but,  in  a  few  days  after,  he  came 
to  me  with  one  of  the  mifllonary  prieits, 
for  his  interpreter,  and  told  me  he  had! 
a  propotal  to  makt  to  me,  and  that 
was  this.  He  had  bought  a  great 
quantity  of  goods  of  us  when  h*  had 
no  thoughts  (or  propofals  made  tohlm} 
of  buying  the  fhip ;  znd  tha*»  there- 
fore, he  had  not  money  enough  to  .y 
for  the  fhip;  but  if  I  would  let  tae 
fame  men  who  were  in  the  mip  navi- 
gate her,  he  would  hire  the  fliip  to  ga 
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to  Japan,  and  would  fend  them  from 
thence  to  the  Philippine  Iflands  with 
another  loading,  which  he  would  pay 
the  freight  of  before  they  went  from 
J'pan;  ard  that,  at  their  return,  he 
would  buy  the  (hip.  J  began  to  lifttn 
to  this  propofa],  and  fo  eager  did  my 
head  Hill  run  upon  rambling,  that  I 
could  not  but  begin  to  entertain  a  no- 
tion myfelf  of  going  with  him,  and  fo 
to  fail  from  the  Philippine  Iflands  away 
to  the  South  Seas  ;  and  accordingly  I 
alked  the  Japanefe  merchant,  if  he 
would  not  hire  us  to  the  Philippine 
Jilands,  and  dilcharge  us  there.  He 
faid,  no,  he  could  not  do  that;  for 
then  he  ccuM  not  have  the  return  of 
his  cargo  j  but  he  would  difcharge  us 
in  Japan,  he  faid,  at  the  /hip's  return. 
Well,  flill  I  was  for  taking  him  at  that 
propofal,  and  going  my  (elf ;  but  my 
partner,  wifer  than  myfelf,  periuaded 
me  from  it,  repiefenting  the  dangers, 
as  well  of  the  feas  as  of  the  Japanefe, 
who  are  a  falfe,  cruel,  and  treacherous 
people;  and  then  of  the  Spaniards  at 
the  Philippines,  more  falfe,  more  cruel, 
more  treacherous  than  they. 

But  to  bring  this  long  turn  of  our 
affairs  to  a  coriclufion  ;  the  fir  It  thing 
we  had  to  do,  was  to  confult  with 
the  captain  of  the  (hip,  and  with  the 
men,  and  know  if  they  were  willing 
to  go  to  Japan ;  and,  while  I  was  do 
ing  this,  the  young  man,  whom,  as  I 
faid,  my  nephew  had  left  with  me  as 
my  companion  for  my  travels,  came 
to  me,  and  told  me,  that  he  thought 
that  voyage  promifed  very  fair,  and 
lhat  there  was  a  great  prolpecl  of  ad- 
vantage, and  he  would  be  very  glad  if 
I  undertook  it;  but  that  if!  would  not, 
and  would  give  him  leave,  he  would 
go  as  a  merchant,  or  how  I  pleafed  to 
order  him  ;  that  if  ever  he  came  to  Eng- 
land, and  I  was  there  and  alive,  he 
Would  render  me  a  faithful  account  of 
his  fuccefs,  and  it  mould  be  as  much 
mine  as  I  plealed. 

I  was  really  loth  to  part  with  him  j 
but,  confidtring  the  proiptd  of  ad- 
vantage, which  was  really  confiderabie, 
and  that  he  wa$  a  young  fellow  as 
likely  to  do  well  in  ir  as  any  1  knew, 
I  inclined  to  let  him  go  j  but,  firft,  I 
told  him  I  would  conluit  my  partner, 
and  give  him  an  aniwer  the  npxt  clay. 
My  partner  and  I  difcouricd  about  it; 
and  my  partner  made  a  molt  generous 


offer.  He  told  me,  «  You  know  it  has 
been  an  unlucky  fliip,  and  we  both 
relolve  not  to  go  to  lea  in  it  again  ;  if 
your  fteward'  (fo  he  called  my  man) 
will  venture  the  voyage,  I'll  leave 
my  mare  of  the  veflel  to  him,  and 
let  him  make  the  beft  of  it;  and  if 
we  live  to  meet  in  England,  and  he 
meets  with  fuccefs  abroad,  he  (hall 
account  for  one  half  of  the  profits  of 
the  fliip' s  freight  to  us,  the  other 
'  fliall  be  his  own.1 

If  my  partner,  who  was  no  way 
concerned  with  my  young  man,  made 
him  fuch  an  offer,  I  could  do  no  lefs 
than  offer  him  the  fame;  and  all  the 
fhip's  company  being  willing  to  go 
with  him,  we  made  over  half  the  fliip 
to  him  in  property,  and  took  a  writ- 
ing from  him,  obliging  him  to  ac- 
count for  the  other;  and  away  he  went 
to  Japan.  The  Japan  merchant  proved 
a  very  punctual  honeft  man  to  him, 
protected  him  at  Japan,  and  got  him 
a  licence  to  come  en  fhore,  which  the 
Europeans  in  general  have  not  lately 
obtained;  paid  him  his  freight  very 
punctually,  fen t  him  to  the  Philippines, 
loaded  with  Japan  and  China  wares, 
and  a  fupercargo  of  their  own,  who 
trafficking  with  the  Spaniards,  brought 
back  European  goods  again,  and  a 
great  quantity  of  cloves  and  other 
1'pice  ;  and  there  he  was  not  only  paid 
his  freight  very  well,  and  at  a  very 
good  price,  but  being  not  willing  to 
fell  the  (hip  then,  the  merchant  fuinifti- 
ed  him  with  goods  on  his  own  account, 
that,  for  fome  money,  and  fome  fpices 
of  his  own,  which  he  brought  with 
him,  he  went  back  to  the  Manillas, 
to  the  Spaniards,  where  he  fold  his 
cargo  very  well.  Here,  having  gotten 
a  good  acquaintance  at  Manilla,  he  got 
his  fliip  made  a  free  (hip  ;  and  the  Go- 
vernor of  Manilla  hiicd  him  to  go  to 
Acapulco  in  America,  on  the  coaft  of 
Mexico,  and  gave  him  a  licence  to 
land  there,  and  travel  to  Mexico,  and 
to  pals  in  any  Spanifli  fliip  to  Europe 
with  all  his  men. 

He  made  the  voyage  to  Acapulco 
very  happily,  and  there  he  fold  his 
(hip;  and  having  there  alfo  obtained 
allowance  to  travel  by  land  to  Porto 
Bello,  he  found  means,  fome  how  or 
other,  to  go  to  Jamaica  with  all  his 
treafure;  and,  about  eight  years  after, 
came  to  England  exceeding  rich  5  of 

which 
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which  I  (hall  take  notice  in  it's  place.     a«  our  particular  perfons  were  not  ob- 

•  /*•/•  f-»          i*/i  *^  * 


In  the  mean  time,  I  return  to  our  own 
particular  affairs. 

Being  now  to  part  with  the  fliip  and 
fhip's  company,  it  came  before  us,  of 
courfe,  to  confider  what  recompence 
we  fhould  give  to  the  two  men  that 
gave  us  fuch  timely  notice  of  the  de- 
fign  againlt  us  in  the  river  Cambodia. 
The  truth  was,  they  had  done  us  a 
confiderable  fervice,  and  deferred  well 
at  our  hands;  though,  by  the  way, 
they  were  a  couple  of  rogues  too;  for, 
as  they  believed  the  ftory,of  our  being 
pirates,  and  that  we  had  really  run 
away  with  the  ihip,  they  came  down 
to  us,  not  only  to  betray  the  defign 
that  was  formed  againlt  us,  but  to  go 
to  fea  with  us  as  pirates  ;  and  one  of 
them  confefled  afterwards,  that  no- 
thing elfe  but  the  hopes  of  going  a 
roguing  brought  him  to  do  it.  How- 
ever, the  fervice  they  did  us  was  not 
the  lefs ;  and  therefore,  as  I  had  pro- 
rnifed  to  be  grateful  to  them,  I  firft 
ordered  the  money  to  be  paid  to  them, 
which  they  faid  was  due  to  them  on 
board  their  refpeftive  fhips;  that  is  to 
fay,  the  Englifhmen  nineteen  months 
pay,  and  to  the  Dutchmen  fcven;  and, 
over  and  above  that,  I  gave  each  of 
them  a  fmall  fum  of  money  in  gold, 
which  contented  them  very  well;  then 
I  made  the  Engliihman  gunner  of  the 
flifp,  the  gunner  being  now  made  fe- 
cond  mate  and  purfer;  the  Dutchman 
I  made  boatfwain  ;  fo  they  were  both 
very  well  pleated,  and  proved  very  fer- 
viceable,  being  both  able  feamen  and 
very  ftout  fellows. 

We  were  now  on  more  in  China.  If 
I  thought  myfelf  banimed,  and  re- 
mote from  my  own  country  at  Ben- 
gal, where  I  had  many  ways  to  get 
home  for  my  money,  what  could  I 
think  of  myfelf  now,  when  I  was 
gotten  about  a  thoufand  leagues  farther 
off  from  home,  and  perfectly  deftitute 
of  all  manner  of  profpee"l  of  return  ! 

All  we  had  for  it  was  this  j  that  in 
about  four  months  time  there  was  to 
be  another  fair  at  that  place  where  we 
were,  and  then  we  might  be  able  to 
purchafe  all  forts  of  the  manufactures 
of  the  country,  and  withal  might  pof- 
fibly  find  fome  Chinefe  junks  or  vtfTJs 
from  Nanquin  that  would  be  to  be 
fold,  and  would  carry  us  and  our  goods 
whither  we  pleafed.  This  I  liked  very 
well,  and  reiblved  to  waitj  befides, 


noxious,  fo  if  any  Englifh  or  Dutch 
(hips  came  thither,  perhaps  we  might 
have  an  opportunity  to  load  our  goods, 
and  get  paflage  to  fome  other  place  in 
India  nearer  home. 

Upon  thefe  hopes  we  refolved  to 
continue  here ;  but  to  divert  ourfelves, 
we  took  two  or  three  journies  into  the 
country.  Firft,  we  went  ten  days  jour- 
ney to  fee  the  city  of  Nanquin,  a  city 
well  worth  feeing  indeed  ;  they  fay  it 
has  a  million  of  people  in  it,  which, 
however,  I  do  not  believe.  It  is  regular- 
ly built,  the  ftreets  all  exactly  ftiaighr, 
and  crofs  one  another  in  direct  lines, 
which  gives  the  figure  of  it  great  ad- 
vantage. 

But  when  I  came  to  compare  the 
miferable  people  of  thefe  countries 
with  ours  ;  their  fabricks,  their  man- 
ner of  living,  their  government,  their 
religion,  their  wealth,  and  their  glory, 
(as  fome  call  it)  I  muft  confefs  I  do 
not  fo  much  as  think  it  worth  naming, 
or  worth  my  while  to  write  of,  or  any 
that  mall  come  after  me  to  read. 

It  is  very  obfervable,  that  we  Won- 
der at  the  grandeur,  the  riches,  the 
pomp,  the  ceremonies,  the  govern- 
ment, the  manufactures,  the  commerce, 
and  the  conduct  of  thefe  people ;  not 
that  it  is  to  be  wondered  at,  or,  in- 
deed, in  the  leaft  to  be  regarded;  but 
becaufe,  having  firft  a  notion  of  the 
barbarity  of  thofe  countries,  the  rude- 
nefs  and  the  ignorance  that  prevail 
there,  we  do  not  expeft  to  find  any 
fuch  things  fo  far  off. 

Otherwife,  what  are  their  buildings 
to  the  palaces  and  royal  buildings  of 
Europe?  what  their  trade  to  the  uni- 
verfal  commerce  of  England,  Holland, 
France  and  Spain  ?  What  their  cities 
to  puis,  for  wealth,  ftrength,  gaiety 
of  apparel,  rich  furniture,  and  an  in- 
finite variety  ?  What  are  their  ports, 
fupplied  with  a  few  junks  and  barks, 
to  our  navigation,  our  merchants  fleets, 
our  large  and  powerful  navies?  O in- 
city  of  London  has  more  trade  than  all 
their  mighty  empire.  One  Englifh,  or 
Patch,  or  French  man  of  war  of  80 
guns,  would  fight  with  and  deftroyall 
the  (hipping  of  China.  But  the  great- 
nels  of  their  wealth,,  their  trade,  the 
power  of  their  government,  and  ihength, 
of  their  armies,  is  furprizing  to  us,  be-, 
cauie,  as  I  have  faid,  confidenng  them 
a»  a  barbarous  nation  of  pagans,  little 
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better  than  favages,  v>e  did  not  expect 
fuch  things  among  them  ;  and  this,  in- 
deed, is  the  advantage  with  which  ajl 
their  greatneis  and  power  is  reprefented 
to  us;  otherwife  it  is  in  itfelf  nothing 
at  all  :  for,  as  I  have  faid  of  their 
fliips,  fo  it  may  be  faid  of  their  armies 
and  troops  j  all  the  forces  of  their  em- 
pire, though  they  were  to  bring  two 
millions  ot  men  into  the  field  together, 
would  be  able  to  do  nothing  but  ruin 
the  country  and  ftarve  themlelves.  If 
they  were  to  befiege  a  ftrong  town  in 
Flanders,  or  to  fight  a  difciplined  ar- 
my, one  line  of  German  cuirafTiers, 
or  of  French  cavalry,  would  overthrow 
all  the  horfe  of  China;  a  million  of 
their  foot  could  not  ftand  before  one 
embattled  body  of  our  infantry,  pofted 
fo  as  not  to  be  furrounded,  though 
they  were  not  to  be  one  to  twenty  in 
number;  nay,  I  do  not  boaft  if  I  fay, 
that  thirty  thoufand  German  or  En- 
glifh  foot,  and  ten  thoufand  French 
fcorfe,  would  fairly  beat  all  the  forces 
of  China.  And  fo  of  our  fortified 
towns,  and  of  the  art  of  our  engineers, 
in  afTauhing  and  defending  towns  j 
there  is  not  a  fortified  town  in  China 
could  hold  out  one  month  againft  the 
batteries  and  attacks  of  an  European 
army;  nnd  at  the^  fame  time  all  the 
armies  of  China  could  never  take  fuch 
a  town  as  Dunkirk,  provided  it  was 
rot  (tarved  ;  no,  not  in  ten  years  fiege. 
They  have  fire-arms,  it  is  true;  but 
they  are  aukward,  clumfy,  and  un- 
certain in  going  off:  they  have  powder, 
but  it  is  of  no  (Irength.  They  have 
reiti.'.T  discipline  in  the  field,  exercife 
to  their  arms,  fkill  to  attack,  or  tem- 
ptr  to  retreat;  and  therefore,  I  muft 
confefs,  it  feemed  ftrange  to  me  when 
I  came  home  and  heard  our  people  fay 
fuch  fine  tilings  of  the  power,  riches, 
glory,  magnificence,  and  trade  of  the 
Chinefe,  becaufe  I  faw  and  knew  that 
they  were  a  contemptible  h.erd  or  croud 
of  ignorant  fordid  flaves,  fubjccled  to 
a  government  qualified  only  to  rule 
fuch  a  people;  and,  in  a  word,  (for 
I  am  now  launched  quite  befide  my 
dciign)  I  fay,  in  a  word,  were  not 
if  s  diftance  inconceivably  great  fiom 
Mufcovy,  and  were  not  the  Muic,o- 
vite  empire  almoft  as  rude,  impotent, 
and  ill-goverued  a  croud  of  flaves  as 
they,  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy  might, 
with  much  eafe,  drive  them  ail  out  of 
their  country,  aud  conquer  them  in 
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one  campaign  ;  nnd  had  the  cz'nr,  wfi<f 
I  fince  hear  is  a  growing  prince,  and 
begins  to  appear  formidable  in  the 
world,  fallen  this  way  inftead  of  at- 
tacking the  warlike  Swedes,  in  whicli 
attempt  norte  of  the  powers  of  Europe 
would  have  envied  or  interrupted  him, 
he  might  by  this  time  have  been  Em- 
peror of  China,  inftead  of  being  beaten 
by  the  King  of  Sweden  at  Narva,  when 
the  latter  war,  not  one  to  fix  in  num- 
ber. As  their  flrength  and  their  gran- 
deur, fo  their  navigation,  commerce, 
and  hufbandry,  is  imperfect  and  im- 
potent, compared  to  the  fame  things 
in  Europe.  Alfo  in  their  knowledge, 
theirlearning,  their  fkill  in  thefciences, 
they  have  globes  and  fpheres,  and  a 
fmatch  of  the  knowledge  of  mathema- 
ticksj  but  when  you  come  to  enquire' 
into  their  knowledge,  how  fliort-fight- 
ed  are  the  wi felt  of  their  fttidents  !  they 
know  nothing  of  the  motion  of  the 
heavenly  bodies ;  and  fo  grofsly,  ab- 
furdly  ignorant,  that  when  the  fun  is 
eclipied,  they  think  it  is  a  great  dra- 
gon has  aflaulted  and  run  away  with 
it,  and  they  fall  a  clattering  with  alt 
the  drums  and  kettles  in  the  country, 
to  fright  the  monfteraway,  juft  as  we 
do  to  hive  a  fwarm  of  bees. 

As  this  is  the  only  exctifion  of  this 
kind  which  I  have  made  in  all  the  ac- 
count I  have  given  of  my  travels,  for 
I  fhall  make  no  more  defcriptions  of 
countries  and  people  ;  it  is  none  of 
my  bullnefs,  or  any  port  of'my  defign  j 
but  giving  an  account  of  my  own  ad- 
ventures through  a  life  of  inimita- 
ble wanderings,  and  a  long  variety  of 
changes,  which,  perhaps,  few  have 
heard  the  like  of,  I  fha!!  fay  nothing 
of  the  mighty  places,  defart  countries, 
and  numerous  people  I  have  yet  to 
pafs  through,  more  than  relates  to  my 
own  ftory,  and  which  my  concern 
among  them  will  make  necefTary.  I 
was  now  as  near  as  I  can  compute  iir 
the  heart  of  China,  about  the  latitude 
of  30  degrees  north  of  the  line,  for  we 
were  returned  from  Nanqi'in.  I  hid 
indeed  a  mind  to  fee  the  cit\  of  Pckin, 
which  I  had  heard  fo  much  of,  anei 
Father  Simc.n  iir.pr;rtuiu\l  me  dai'y  to 
do  it.  A:  length  his  time  of 
away  being  let,  and  the  other  ;• 
nary,  who  was  to  go  with  him, 
Mi-lived  froii.  .  it  was  m.- 

that  «ve    flicutd  refolve  either  to  go  or 
net  to  go  j  fo   I  referred  him   to  iry 
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partner,  and  left  It  wholly  to  his  choice  j 
who  at  length  refolved  it  in  the  affirma- 
tive,  and  we  prepared  for  our  journey. 
We  fet  out  with  very  good  advantage 
as  to  finding  the  way ;  for  we  got  leave 
to  travel  in  the  retinue  of  one  of  their 
mandarins,  a  kind  of  viceroy  or  prin- 
cipal magiih-ate  in  the  province  where 
they  refide,  and  who  take  great  ftate 
upon  them,  travelling  with  great  at- 
tendance, and  with  great  homage  from 
the  people,  who  are  Ibmetimes  greatly 
impoverifhed  by  them,  becaufe  all  the 
countries  they  pafs  through  are  obliged 
to  furnim  provifions  for  them  and  all 
their  attendants.  That  which  I  par- 
ticularly obferved,  as  to  our  travelling 
with  his  baggage,  was  this ;  that  though 
we  received  fufficient  provifions  both 
for  ourfelves  and  our  horfes  from  the 
country,  as  belonging  to  the  manda- 
rin, yet  we  were  obliged  to  piy  for 
every  thing  we  had  after  the  market- 
price  of  the  country  ;  and  the  manda- 
rin's fteward,  or  commifTary  of  the 
provifions,  collected  it  duly  from  us  1 
fo  that  our  travelling  in  the  retinue  of 
the  mandarin,  though  it  was  a  very 
great  kindnefs  to  us,  was  not  fuch  a 
mighty  favour  in  him,  but  was  in- 
deed a  great  advantage  to  him,  con- 
fidering  there  were  about  thirty  other 
people  travelled  in  the  fame  manner 
beftdes  us,  under  the  protection  of  his 
retinue,  or,  as  we  may  call  it,  under 
his  convoy.  This,  I  fay,  was  a  great 
advantage  to  him,  for  the  country  fur- 
niflied  all  the  provifions  for  nothing, 
and  he  took  all  our  money  for  them. 

We  were  five  and  twenty  days  tra* 
veiling  to  Pekin,  through  a  country 
infinitely  populous,  but  miferably  cul- 
tivated; the  hufbandry,  ceconomy,  and 
the  way  of  living,  all  very  miferable, 
though  they  boail  fo  much  of  the  in- 
dullry  of  the  people;  I  fay,  miferable  j 
and  fo  it  is,  if  we,  who  understand 
how  to  live,  were  to  endure  it,  or  to 
compare  it  with  our  own  j  but  not 
fo  to  thefe  poor  wretches,  who  know 
no  other.  The  pride  of  thefe  people 
is  infinitely  great,  and  exceeded  by 
nothing  but  their  poverty,  which  adds 
to  that  which  I  call  their  mifery.  I 
muft  needs  think  the  naked  favtges 
of  America  live  much  more  happy, 
.becaufe,  as  they  have  nothing,  fo  they 
defire  nothing ;  whereas  thefe  are  proud 
and  infolent,  and  in  the  main  are  mere 
Veggars  and  drudges,  Their  orien- 


tation is  inexpreffib'le,  arid  is  chrefly 
mewed  in  their  cloaths  and  buildings, 
and  in  their  keeping  multitudes  of  fer- 
vants  or  flaves,  and,  which  is  to  the 
lait  degree  ridiculous,  their  contempt 
of  all  the  world  but  themfelves.1 

I  mult  confefs,  I  travelled  more  plea- 
fantly  afterwards  in  the  defarts  and  vaft 
wildernefles  of  Grand  Tartary  thaa 
here  ;  and  yet  the  roads  here  are  well 
paved  and  well  kept,  and  very  conve- 
nient for  travellers.  But  nothing  was 
more  aukward  to  me,  than  to.  fee  fuch 
an  haughty,  imperious,  infolent  peo- 
ple, in  the  midlt  of  the  groffeft  iim- 
plicity  and  ignorance;  for  all  their 
famed  ingenuity  is  no  more.  My  friend, 
Father  Simon,  and  I,  ufed  to  be  very 
merry  upon  thefe  occafions,  to  fee  the 
beggarly  pride  of  thoie  people.  For  ex- 
ample :  coming  by  the  houfe  of  a  coun- 
try gentleman,  as  Father  Simon  called 
him,  about  ten  leagues  off  from  the  city 
ofNanquin,  we  had,  firft  of  all,  the 
honour  to  ride  with  the  mafter  of  the 
houfe  about  two  miles.  The  ftate  he 
rode  in  was  a  perfect  Don  Qmxotifm, 
being  a  mixture  of  pomp  antTpoverty,, 

The  habit  of  this  greafy  don  was 
very  proper  for  a  Scaramouch  or  Mer- 
ry-Andrew  ;  being  a  dirty  calKcoi 
with  all  the  tawdry  trappings  of  a 
fool's  coat,  fuch  as  hanging- fleeves, 
taffety,  and  cuts  and  fla/hes  almoft  on 
every  fide ;  it  covered  a  rich  taffety 
veil,  as  greafy  as  a  butcher,  and  which 
teftified  that  his  hononr  mull  needs  be 
a  morb  exquiihe  floven. 

His  horie  was  a  poor,  lean,  ftarved, 
hobbling  creature,  fuch  as  in  England 
might  fell  for  about  thirty  or  forty 
fhillings ;  and  he  had  two  Haves  fol- 
lowed him  on  foot,  to  drive  the  poof 
creature  along ;  he  had  a  whip  in  his 
hand,  and  he  belaboured  the  beaft  as 
fait  about  the  head  as  his  flaves  did 
about  the  tail :  and  thus  he  rode  by 
us  with  about  ten  or  twelve  fervants  j 
and  we  were  told  he  was  going  from, 
the  city  to  his  country  feat,  abotit  half 
a  league  before  us.  We  travelled  on 
gently,  but  this  figure  of  a  gentleman, 
rode  away  before  us ;  and  as  we  ftop- 
ped  at  a  village  about  an  hour  to  re- 
frefh  us,  when  we  came  by  the  coun- 
try-feat of  this  great  man,  we  faw  him 
in  a  little  place  before  his  door  eating 
his  repaft :  it  was  a  kind  of  garden, 
but  he  was  eafy  to  be  feen  5  and  we 
were  given  to  underftand,  that  the 
l<  1 
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more  we  looked  at  him  the  better  he 
would  be  pleafed. 

fie  fat  under  a  tree,  fomething  like 
the  palmetto-tree,  which  effectually 
(Laded  him  over  the  head  and  on  the 
Jbuth-fide  ;  but  under  the  tree  alfo  WLIS 
placed  a  large  umbrella,  which  made 
that  part' look  well  enough.  He  fat 
lolling  back  in  a  great  elbow-chair, 
being  a  heavy  corpulent  man,  and  his 
meat  being  brought  him  by  two  wo- 
men ilaves  :  he  had  two  more,  whofe 
office,  I  think,  few  gentlemen  in  Eu- 
rope would  accept  of  their  fervice  in  ; 
viz.  one  fed  the  fquire  with  a  fpoon, 
and  the  other  held  the  difh  with  one 
hand,  and  fcraped  off  what  he  let  fall 
upon  his  wovfhip's  beard  and  taffety 
vert  with  the  orherj  while  the  great 
fat  brute  thought  it  below  him  to  em- 
ploy his  own  hands  in  any  of  thofe 
familiar  offices,  which  kings  and  mo- 
narchs  would  rather  do,  than  be  trou- 
bled with  the  clumfy  fingers  of  their 
fervants. 

I  took  this  time  to  think  what  pain 
men's  pride  puts  them  to 9  and  how 
troublefome  a  haughty  temper,  thus 
ill-managed,  muft  be  to  a  man  of 
common  fenfe:  and,  leaving  the  poor 
•wretch  to  pleafe  himfelf  with  our  look-' 
ing  at  him,  as  if  we  admired  his  pomp, 
whereas  we  really  pitied  and  contemned 
him,  we  puvfued  our  journey  j  only 
Father  Simon  had  the  curiofity  to  ftay 
to  inform  himfelf  what  dainties  the 
country  juftice  had  to  feed  on  in  all 
his  ftate  ;  which  he  faid  he  had  the 
honour  to  tafte  of,  and  which  was,  I 
think,  a  dole  that  an  Englifh  hound 
would  fcarcehave  eaten,  if  it  had  been 
offered  him  $  viz.  a  mefs  of  boiled  rice, 
with  a  great  piece  of  garlick  in  it,  and 
a  liitle  bag  filled  with  green  pepper  5 
another  plant  which  they  have  there, 
fomething  like  our  ginger,  but  fmell- 
ing  like  muflc,  and.tafting  like  muf- 
tard  :  all  this  was  put  together,  and  a 
fmall  lump  or  piece  of  lean  mutton 
boiled  in  it ;  and  this  was  his  wor- 
fliip's  repaft,  four  or  live  fervants  more 
attending  at  a  diftance.  If  he  fed  them 
meaner  than  he  was  fed  himfelf,  the 
fyice  excepted,  they  muft  fare  very 
coarfely  indeed. 

As  for  our  mandarin,  with  whom 
•we  travelled,  he  was  refpecled  like  a 
king;  funounded  always  with  his  gen- 
tlemen, and  attended  in  all  his  ap- 
pearances with  fuch  pomp,  that  I  faw 


little  of  him  but  at  a  diftance ;  but  thi3 
I  obforved,  that  there  was  not  a  horfe 
in  his  retinue  but  that  our  carriers 
pick-horfes  in  England  feem  to  me  to 
look  much  better  ;  but  they  were  fo 
covered  with  equipage,  mantles,  trap- 
pings, and  fuch  like  trumpery,  that 
you  cannot  fee  whether  they  are  fat  or 
lean.  In  a  word,  we  could  fcarce  fee 
any  thing  but  their  feet  and  their 
heads. 

I  was  now  light-hearted,  and  all  my 
trouble  and  perplexity  that  I  have  giv- 
en an  account  of  being  over,  I  had  no 
anxious  thoughts  about  me  j  which 
made  this  journey  much  the  pleafanter 
to  me  j  nor  had  f  any  ill  accident  at- 
tended me,  only  in  the  patting  or  ford- 
ing a  fmall  river  my  horfe  fell,  and 
made  me  free  of  the  country,  as  they 
call  it  5  that  is  to  fay,  threw  me  in. 
The  place  was  not  deep,  but  it  wetted 
me  all  over.  I  mention  it,  becaufe  it 
fpoiled  my  pocket-book,  wherein  I  had 
fet  down  the  names  of  feveral  people 
and  places  which  I  had  occafion  to  re- 
member, and  which  not  taking  due 
care  of,  the  leaves  rotted,  and  the 
words  were  never  after  to  be  read,  to 
my  great  lofs,  as  to  the  names  of  foms 
places  which  I  touched  at  in  this  voy- 
age. 

At  length  we  arrived  at  Pekin.  I 
had  nobody  with  me  but  the  youth 
whom  my  nephew  the  captain  had 
given  me  to  attend  me  as  a  fervant, 
and  who  proved  very  trufty  and  dili- 
gent ;  and  my  partner  had  nobody 
with  him  but  one  fervant,  who  was  a 
kinfman.  As  for  the  Portugueze  pi- 
lot, he  being  defirous  to  fee  the  court, 
we  gave  him  his  paflagej  that  is  to  fayr 
bore  his  charges  for  his  company,  and 
to  ufe  him  as  an  interpreter,  for  he 
underftood  the  language  of  the  coun- 
try, and  fpoke  good  French,  and  a 
little  Englim  ;  and,  indeed,  this  old 
man  was  a  moll  ufeful  implement  to 
us  every  where  }  for  we  had  not  been 
above  a  week  at  Pekin,  when  he  cam« 
laughing ;  *  Ah,  Seignior  Inglefe  !'  faid 
he,  '  I  have,  fomething  to  tell  you  wili 
make  your  heart  glad.' — *  My  heart 
glad  T  faid  I  :  «  what  can  that  be  ? 
I  don't  know  any  thing  in  this  coun- 
try can  either  give  me  joy  or  grief  to 
any  great  degree.1 — «  Yes,  yes,'  faid 
the  old  man,  in  broken  Englim, 
1  make  you  glad,  me  forrow;'  lorry 
he  wguld  have  laid.  This  made  me 

more 
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more  inquifitive.      *  Why,*    faid    I, 

«  will  it  make  you  ferry  ?' — «  Becaufe,' 

faid   he,  *  you  have  brought  me  here 

twenty-five  days  journey,  and  will 

leave  me  to   go    back   alone ;    and 

which  way  Jhall  I  get  to  my  port 

afterwards,  without  a  fliip,  without 

a  horfe,  without  -pecune  ?"      So   he 

called  money  j  being  his  broken  Latin, 

of  which  he  had  abundance  to  make  us 

merry  with. 

In  fhort,  he  told  us  there  was  a  great 
caravan  of  Mufcovy  and  Polifh  mer- 
chants in  the  city,  and  they  were  pre- 
paring to  fet  out  on  their  journey  by 
land  to  Mulcovy,  within  four  or  five 
weeks,  and  he  was  fure  we  would  take 
the  opportunity  to  go  with  them,  and 
leave  him  behind  to  go  back  all  alone. 
I  confefs    I    was   furprized  with  this 
news ;  a  fecret  joy  fpread   itfelf  over 
my  whole  foul,  which  I  cannot  de- 
fcribe,  and  never  felt  before  or  fince  ; 
and  I  had  no  power  for  a  good  while  to 
fpeak  a  word  to  the  old  man ;   but  at 
laft  I  turned   to  him  :  *  HOW  do  you 
know  this?*  faid  I;  *  are  you  fure 
it  is  true?'—.*  Yes,'  faid  he,  «  I  met 
this  morning  in  the  ftreet  an  old  ac- 
quaintance of  mine,  an  Armenian, 
or  one  you  call  a  Grecian,  who  is 
among  them  j    he   came    laft  from 
Aftracan,  and  was  defigning  to  go 
to  Tonquin,  where  I  formerly  knew 
him,  but  has  altered  his  mind,  and 
is   now  refolved  to  go  back  with  the 
caravan  to  Molcow,,  and  fo  down  the 
river    of    "VVolga    to    Aftracan.' — 
Well,  Seignior,'  faid  I,  *  do  not  be 
uneafy  about  being  left  to  go  back 
alone;  if  this   be  a  method  for  my 
return  to  England,  it  (hall  be  your; 
fault  if  you  go  back  to  Macao  at 
all.'     We  then  went  to  confuting 
together  what   was    to  be  done,  and. 
afked   my  partner  what  he  thought  of 
the  pilot's  news,  and  whether  it  would 
fuit  with  his  affairs.      He  told  me  he 
would  do  juit  as  I  would  ;  for  he  had 
fettled  all  his  affairs  fo  well  at  Bengal, 
and  left  his  effacls  in  fuch  good  hands, 
that  as  we  made  a  good  voyage  here, 
if  he    could   veft   it  in    China    filks, 
wrought  and  raw,  fuch  as  might  be 
worth  the  carriage,  he  would  be  con- 
tent to  go  to  England,  and  then  inake 
his  voyage  back  to  Bengal  by  the  com- 
pany's mips. 
Having  refolved  upon  this,  we  agreed, 


that  if  our  Portuguere  pilot  would  go 
with  uSj  we  would  bear  his  charges  to 
Mofcow,  or  to  England  if  he  pleafed ; 
nor,  indeed,  were  we  to  be  efteemed 
over  generous  in  that  part  neither,  if 
we  had  not  rewarded  him  farther;  for 
the  fervice  he  had  done  us  was  really 
worth  all  that,  and  more  :  for  he  had 
not  only  been  a  pilot  to  us  at  fea,  but 
he  had  been  alfo  like  a  broker  for  us 
on  lliore;  and  his  procuring  for  us  the 
Japan  merchant,  was  fome  hundreds 
of  pounds  in  our  pockets.  So  we  con- 
fulted  together  about  it;  and,  being 
willing  to  gratify  him,  which  was,  in- 
deed, but  doing  him  juftice,  and  very 
willing  alfo  to  have  him  with  us  be- 
fides,  for  lie  was  a  moft  neceffary  man 
on  all  occaflons,  we  agreed  to  give 
him  a  quantity  of  coined  gold,  which, 
as  I  compute  it,  came  to  about  175!. 
fterlingj,  between  us,  and  to  bear  his 
charges,  both  for  himfeif  and  horfe, 
except  only  a  horfe  ;o  cany  his  goods.! 

Having  fettled  thi^  among  ourfelvea, 
we  called  him,  to  let  him  know  what 
we  had  refolved.  \  told  him,  he  had 
complained  of  our  being  like  to  let  him\ 
go  back  alone,  and  I  was  now  to  tell  him 
we  were  refolved  he  ihotild  not  go  back 
at  all ;  that  as  we  were  refolved  to 
go  to  Europe  with  the  caravan,  we 
refolved  alfo  he  mould  go  with  us, 
and  that  we  called  him  to  know  his 
mind.  He  fhook;  his  head,  ancf  faid 
it  was  a  long  journey,,  and  he  had  no 
Decline  to  carry  him  thither.  We  told 
nim,  we  believed  it  was  fo,  and  there- 
fore we  had  refolved  to  do  fomething 
for  him,  that  mould  let  him  fee  how 
fenfible  we  were  of  the  fervice  he  had 
done  us;  and  alfo  how  agreeable  he 
was  to  us  :  and  then  I  told  him  what 
we  had  refolved  to  give  him  here, 
which  he  might  lay  out  as  we  would 
do  our  own  ;  and  that  as  for  his  charges, 
if  he  would  go  with  us,  we  would  fet 
him  fafe  afHore,  (life  and  cafualties 
excepted)  either  in  Mufcovy  or  in 
England,  which  he  would,  at  our  own 
ch#r,ge,  except  only  the  carriage  of  his 
goods. 

He  received  the  propofal  like  a  man 
tranfported,  and  told  us,,  he  would  go 
with  us  over  the  whole  world  ;  and  lo, 
in  fhort,  we  all  prepared  ourfelyes  for 
the  journey.  However,  as  it  was  with 
us,  fo  it  was  with  the  other  merchants, 
they  had  many  things  to  do:  and  in- 
LU 
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ftead  of  being  ready  in  five  weeks,  it 
was  four  months  and  fome  odd  days 
before  all  things  were  got  together. 

It  was  the  beginning  of  February, 
our  ftyle,  when  we  let  out  fromPekin. 
]Vly  partner  and  the  old  pilot  had  gone 
exprefs  back  to  the  port  where  we  had 
fnit  put  in,  to  difpofe  of  fome  goods 
which  we  had  left  there ;  and  I,  with 
a  Chinefe  merchant,  whom  J  had  fome 
knowledge  of  at  Manquir.,  and  who 
came  to  Pekin  on  his  own  affairs, 
went  to  Nnnquin,  where  I  bought 
jiinety  pieces  of  fine  damafks,  with 
about  two  hundred  pieces  of  other  very 
fine  filks,  of  feveral  forts,  fome  mixed 
•with  gold,  and  had  all  thefe  brought 
to  Pekin  againit  my  partner's  return  : 
besides  this,  we  bought  a  very  large 
quantity  of  raw  filk,  and  fome  other 
goods;  our  cargo  amounting,  in  thefe 
goods  only,  to  about  thre,e  thoufand 
jfive  hundred  pounds  fterling,  which, 
together .w(th  tea,  and  fome  fine  cal- 
Jicoes,  and  three  camel-loads  of  nut- 
rnegs  and  cloves,  loaded  in  all  eigh- 
teen camels  for  cur  fiiare,  befides  thole 
\ve  rode  upon  j  which,  with  two  or 
three  Ipare  horfes,  and  two  horfes  lead- 
ed with  provilions,  made  us,  in  fhcrt, 
twenty -fix  camels  and  horfes  in  our  re- 
tinue. 

The  company  was  very  great,  and, 
as  Rear  as  1  can  remember,  made  be- 
tween three  and  four  hundred  horfes 
and  camels,  and  upward  of  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty  men,  very  well  arm- 
ed, and  provided  for  all  events:  for, 
as  the  Eaftein  caravans  are  fubjecl  to 
be  attacked  by  -.he  Arabs,  fo  are  thefe 
by  the  Tartars  5  but  they  are  not  al- 
together Jo  dangerous  as  the  Arabs, 
jior  fo  barbarous  when  they  prevail. 

The  company  confined  of  people  of 
feveral  nations,  fuch  as  Muscovites 
chiefly  ;  for  there  were  above  fixty  of 
them  who  were  merchants  or  inhabi- 
tants of  Mofcow,  though  of  them  fome 
were  Livonians,  and  to  our  particular 
fatisfiiclion  five  of  them  were  Scots, 
who  appeared  alfo  to  be  men  of  great 
experience  in  bufmefs,  and  very  good 
iubltance. 

When  we  had  travelled  one  day's 
journey,  the  guides,  who  weie  five 
in  run. her,  called  alj  the  gentlemen 
and  merchants  ;  that  is  to  lay,  all  the 
pafUma-rs,  except  the  fervants,  to  a 
great  council,  as  they  termed  it.  At 
this  great  council  every  one  depofited 


a  certain  Quantity  of  money  to  a  com- 
mon ftock,  for  the  necefTary  expence 
of  buying  forage  on  the  way,  w! 
was  not  otherwife  to  be  had,  and  for 
fatisfying  the  guides,  getting  horfes-, 
and  the  like.  And  here  they  con- 
rtituted  the  journey,  as  they  called  it; 
viz.  they  named  captains  and  officers 
to  draw  us  all  up,  and  give  the  com- 
mand in  cafe  of  an  attack,  and  gave 
.every  one  their  turn  of  command. 
'Nor  was  this  forming  us  ir.ro  order 
any  more  than  what  we  found  needful 
upon  the  way,  as  fliaii  be  obferved  in 
it's  place. 

The  road  all  on  this  fide  of  the 
country  is  very  populous,  and  is  full 
of  potters,  and  earth- makti  s ;  that  is 
to  fay,  people  that  tempered  the  earth 
for  the  China  ware;  and,  as  I  was 
going  along,  cur  Portrgueze  pilot, 
who  hid  always  fomething  cr  other  to 
fay  to  make  us  merry,  came  fneering 
to  tr.f,  and  told  me,  he  would  /hew 
me  the  greateft  rarity  in  all  the  coun- 
try; and  that  I  ihculd  have  this  to  fay 
of  China,  after  all  the  ill-humoured 
things  I  had  faid  of  it,  that  I  had  feen 
one  thing  which  was  not  to  be  fcen  in 
all  the  world  befide.  I  was  very  im- 
portunate to  know  what  it  was.  At  laft 
he  told  me  it  was  a  gentleman's  houfe 
built  all  with  China  ware.  *  Well,* 
faid  I,  *  are  not  the  materials  of  their 
'  building  the  product  of  ihtir  own 
'  country;  and  fo  it  is  all  China  ware, 
'  is  it  not?' — '  No,  no,"  lays  he,  *  I 

*  mean,  it  is  a  houfe  all  maue  of  China 
'  ware,  fuch   as   you  call  fo  in  Eng- 
'  land  ;  or,  as  it  is  called  in  our  cou«- 
«  try,   porcelain. '  —  *  Well/    faid    I, 
'  fuch   a  thing  may  be.     How  big  is 

*  it  ?  Can  vve  cany  it  in  a  box  upon  a 

*  camel?  If  we  can,   we  will  buy  it.' 
— c  Upon  a  cornel !'  faid  the  old  pilor, 
holding    up    both    his    hands,    *   why 
'  there  is  a  family  of  thirty  people  lives 
'  in  it.' 

1  was  then  curious,  indeed,  to  fee 
it;  and  when  I  came  to  it,  it  u. 
thing  but  this  :  it  was  a  timber  houl'e, 
or  a  houfe  built,  as  we  call  it  in  Eng- 
land, with  lath  and  plailtrr,  but  all 
the  pUiftering  was  really  China  waic, 
that  is  to  l-'.y,  it  was  plailtcicd  wiih 
the  curth  that  makes  China  ware. 

The  outfulc,    which    the   fun    ' 
hot  upon,  was  glazed,  and 
well,    ptrftclly    white,    ar.d     ; 
with  blue  figures,   as  the  large  China 
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ware  in  England  is  painted,  and  hard, 
as  if  it  had  been  burnt.  As  to  the  in- 
fide,  all  the  walls,  inftead  of  wainfcot, 
were  lined  up  with  hardened  and  paint- 
ed tiles,  like  the  little  fquare  tiles  we 
call  gally-tiles  in  England,  all  made 
of  the  fineft  China,  and  the  figures  ex- 
ceeding fine  indeed,  with  extraordinary 
variety  of  colours,  mixed  with  gold, 
many  tiles  making  but  one  figure,  but 
joined  fo  artificially  with  mortar,  being 
made  of  the  fame  earth,  that  it  was 
very  hard  to  fee  where  the  tiles  met. 
The  floors  of  the  rooms  were  of  the 
fame  compofitSon,  and  as  hard  as  the 
earthen  floors  we  have  in  ufe  in  feveral 
parts  of  England,  efpecially  Lincoln- 
fhire,  Nottinghamshire,  Leicefterfhire, 
&c.  as  hard  ;»s  ftone,  and  fmooth,  but 
not  burnt  and  painted,  except  fome 
fmaller  rooms  like  clofets,  which  were 
all  as  it  were  paved  with  the  fame 
tile;  the  ceilings,  and,  in  a  word,  all 
the  plaiftering- work  in  the  whole  houfe, 
were  of  the  fame  earth ;  and,  after  all, 
the  roof  was  covered  with  tiles  of  the 
fame,  but  of  a  deep  mining  black. 

This  was  a  China  warehoufe,  in- 
deed, truly  and  literally  to  be  called 
fo  ;  and,  had  I  not  been  upon  the 
journey,  I  could  have  ftaid  fome  days 
to  fee  and  examine  the  particulars  of 
it.  They  told  me  there  were  foun- 
tains and  fifh-ponds  in  the  garden,  all 
paved  at  the  bottom  and  fides  with  the 
fame,  and  fine  ftatutes  fet  up  in  rows 
on  the  walks,  entirely  formed  of  the 
porcelain  earth,  and  burnt  whole. 

As  this  is  one  of  the  fingularities  of 
China,  fo  they  may  be  allowed  to  ex- 
cel in  it;  but  I  am  very  fure  they  ex- 
cel in  their  accounts  of  it;  for  they 
told  me  fuch  incredible  things  of  their 
performance  in  crockery -ware,  for 
fuch  it  is,  that  I  care  not  to  relate,  as 
knowing  they  could  not  be  true.  One 
told  me,  in  particular,  of  a  workman 
that  made  a  fhip,  with  all  it's  tackle, 
and  malts,  and  fails,  in  earthen-ware, 
big  enough  to  carry  fifty  men.  If  he 
liad  told  me  he  launched  it,  and  made 
a  voyage  to  Japan  in  it,  I  might  have 
faid  fomething  to  it  indeed ;  but  as  it 
was,  I  knew  the  whole  ftory,  which 
was,  in  fhort,  aiking  pardon  for  the 
word,  that  the  fellow  lyed;  fo  I  fouled. 
and  faid  nothing  to  it. 

This  odd  fight  kept  me  two  hours 
behind  the  caravan,  for  which  the 
leader  of  it  for  the  day  fined  me  about 


the  value  of  three  fliillings  ;  and  told 
me,  if  it  had  been  three  days  journey 
without  the  wall,  as  it  was  three  days 
within,  he  muft  have  fined  me  four 
times  as  much,  and  made  me  aik  par- 
don the  next  council-day;  fo  .  I  pro- 
mi  fed  to  be  more  orderly;  for,  in- 
desd,  I  found  afterwards,  the  orders 
made  for  keeping  all  together  were 
abfolutely  neceflary  for  our  common 
fafety. 

In  two  days  more  we  pafled  the  great 
China  wall,  made  for  a  fortification 
againft  the  Tartars  ;  and  a  very  great 
work  it  is,  going  over  hills  and  moun- 
tains in  an  endlefs  track,  where  the 
rocks  are  impaiTable,  and  the  precipices 
fuch  as  no  enemy  could  poflibly  enter, 
or  indeed  climb  up,  or  where,  if  they 
did,  no  wall  could  hinder  them.  They 
tell  us,  it's  length  is  near  a  thoufand 
Englifh  mile's,  but  that  the  country  is 
five  hundred  in  :t  ftr  light  meafured  line, 
which  the  wall  bounds,  without  mea- 
furing  the  windings  and  turnings  it 
takes  ;  it  is  about  four  fathom  high, 
and  as  Vnany  thick  in  fome  places. 

I  ftood  ftill  an  hour  or  thereabouts, 
without  trefpafling  on  our  orders,  for  fo 
long  the  caravan  was  in  parling  the 
gate  ;  I  fay,  I  itood  ftill  an  hour  to  look 
at  it  on  every  fide,  near  and  far  off ;  I 
mean,  what  was  within  my  view  ;  and 
the  guide  of  our  caravan,  who  had  been 
extolling  it  for  the  wonder  of  the  world, 
was  mighty  eager  to  hear  rny  opinion 
of  it.  I  told  him  it  was  a  moft  excel- 
lent thing  to  keep  off  the  Tartars  ; 
which  he  happened  not  to  underftand 
as  I  meant  it,  and  fo  took  it  for  a  com- 
pliment ;  but  the  old  pilot  laughed.  *  O 
?  Seignior  Inglefe,'  faid  he,  *  you  fpeak 
'  in  colours/ — *  In  colours  I1  faid  I ; 
'  what  do  you  mean  by  that?  Why. 
f  you  fpeak  what  looks  white  this  way, 
'  and  black  that  way;  gay  one  way, 
'  and  dull  another  way  :  you  tell  him 
'  it  is  a  good  wall  to  keep  out  Tar- 
'  tars  ;  you  tell  me  by  that,  it  is  good 
f  for  nothing  but  to  keep  out  Tartars  ; 
f  or,  it  will  keep  out  none  but  Tartars. 
'  I  underftand  you,  Seignior  Inglefc,  I 

*  underftar.d  you  !'    laid   he^    joKing  ; 

*  but  Seignior  Chinefe  underftand  you 

<  his  own  wny." 

*  Well,'  faid  I,  '  Seignior;  do  you 
'  think  it  would  ftand  out  an  army  of 

<  our  country  people,  with  a  good  train 
'  of  artillery;    or  our  engineers,   \viih 
'  two  companies  of  miners  ?    Wo:ud 

<    thftr 


270 

they  not  batter  it  down  in  ten  days, 
that  r.n  army  might  enter  in  battalia, 
or  blow  it  up  into  the  air,  foundation 
and  all,  that  there  fhould  be  no  fign 
of  it  left  ?'  'Ay,  ay,1  laid  he,  « I  know 
that."     The  Chinefe  wanted  mightily 
to  know  what  I  laid,   and  I  gave  him 
leave  to  tell  him  a  few  days  after,  for 
we  were  then  almoft  out  or  their  coun- 
try, and  he  was  to  leave  us  in  a  little 
time  afterwards  j    but  when  he  knew 
what  I  had  laid,  he  was  dumb  all  the 
reil  of  the  way,  and  we  heard  no  more 
of  his  fine  itory  of  the  Chinefe  power 
and  greatnefs  while  he  ftaid. 

After  we  had  palled  this  mighty  no- 
thing, called  a  wall,  fomething  like 
the  Pifts  wall,  fo  famous  in  Northum- 
berland, and  built  by  the  Romans,  we 
began  to  find  the  country  thinly  inha- 
bited, and  the  people  rather  confined  to 
live  in  fortified  towns  and  cities,  as  be- 
ing fubje£l  to  the  inroads  and  depreda- 
tions of  the  Tartars,  who  i  :b  in  great 
armies,  and  therefore  are  not  to  be  re- 
fifted  by  the  naked  inhabitants  of  an 
open  country. 

And  here  I  began  to  find  the  neceffity 
cf  keeping  togeiher  in  a  caravan  as  we 
travelled  ;  for  we  faw  feveral  troops  of- 
Tartars  roving  about ;  but  when  I  came 
to  fee  them  diftinftly,  I  wondered  more 
that  the  Chinefe  empire  could  be  con- 
quered by  fuch  contemptible  fellows  j 
lor  they  are  a  mere  herd  or  croud  of 
wild  fellows,  keeping  no  order,  and 
underftanding  no  difcipline  or  manner 
of  fight. 

Their  horfes  tire  poor,  lean,  ftarved 
creatures,  taught  nothing,  and  are  fit 
for  nothing ;  and  this  we  found  the  firft 
day  we  faw  them,  which  was  after  we 
entered  the  wilder  part  of  the  country. 
Our  leader  for  the  day  gave  leave  for 
about  fixteen  of  us  to  go  a  hunting,  as 
they  call  it}  .and  what  was  this  but 
hunting  of  fheep  !  However,  it  may  be 
called  hunting  too  ;  for  the  creatures 
are  the  wildelland  fwifteft  of  foot  that 
ever  I  faw  of  their  kind  ;  only  they  will 
pot  run  a  great  way,  and  you  are  lure 
of  fport  when  you  begin  the  chace  ;  for 
they  .appear  generally  by  thirty  or  forty 
in  a  flock,  and,  like  true  Iheep,  always 
keep  together  when  they  fly. 

In  purfuit  of  this  odd  fort  of  game, 
it  was  our  hap  to  meet  with  about  forty 
Tartars ;  whether  they  were  hunting 
mutton  as  we  were,  or  whether  they 
looked,  for  another  kind  of  prey,  1  know 
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not ;  but  as  foon  as  they  faw  us,  one  of 
them  blew  a  kind  of  horn  very  loud, 
but  with  a  barbarous  found  that  I  had 
never  heard  before;  and,  by  the  way, 
never  care  to  hear  again.  We  all  lup- 
poled  this  was  to  call  their  friends  about 
them  ;  and  fo  it  was ;  for  in  l,efs  than 
half  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  a  troop  of 
forty  or  fifty  more  appeared  at  about  a 
mile  diltance  ;  but  our  work  was  over 
firlt,  as  it  happened. 

One  of  the  Scots  merchants  of  Mof- 
cow  happened  to  be  amongft  us ;  and 
as  foon  as  heard  the  horn,  he  told  us,  in 
fliort,  that  we  had  nothing  to  do,  but  to 
charge  them  immediately,  without  lofs 
of  time  ;  and,  drawing  us  up  in  a  lint-, 
he  afked,  if  we  were  relblvcd.  We  told 
him,  we  were  ready  to  follow  him  :  Ib 
he  rode  directly  up  to  them.  They 
flood  gazing  at  us  like  a  mere  croud, 
drawn  up  in  no  order,  nor  mewing  the 
face  of  any  order  at  all ;  but  as  foon  as 
tkey  faw  us  advance,  they  let  fly  their 
arrows;  which,  however,  miffed  us 
very  happily  :  it  feems  they  miftook  not 
their  aim,  but  their  diftance  ;  for  their 
arrows  all  fell  a  little  fliort  of  us,  but 
with  fo  true  an  aim,  that  had  we  been 
about  twenty  yards  nearer,  we  mult 
have  had  feveral  men  wounded,  if  not 
killed. 

Immediately  we  halted  j  and  though 
it  was  at  a  great  diftance,  we  fire..!,  :md 
fent  them  leaden  bullets  for  wooden  ar- 
rows, following  our  mot  full 
refolving  to  fall  in  among  them  1'word 
in  hand  ;  for  fo  our  bold  Scot  that  led 
us  directed.  He  was,  indeed,  but  a 
merchant,  but  he  behaved  with  that  vi- 
gour and  bravery  on  this  occafion,  and 
yet  with  fuch  a  cool  courage  too,  that  I 
never  law  any  man  in  action  fitter  for 
command.  As  foon  as  we  came  up  to 
them,  we  fired  our  piftols  in  their  faces, 
and  then  drew  ;  but  they  fled  in  the 
greateft  confufion  imaginable  :  the  only 
ftand  any  of  them  made,  was  on  our 
right,  where  three  of  them  ftood,  and, 
by  figns,  called  the  rell  to  con. 
to  them,  having  a  kind  of  fcymitar  in 
thc:r  hands,  and  their  bows  hanging  at 
their  backs.  Our  brave  commander, 
without alking  anybody  to  follow  him, 
galloped  up  clofe  to  them,  and  with  his 
i'ufil  knocked  one  of  them  off  his  horl'c, 
killed  the  i'tcond  with  his  piftol,  and 
the  third  ran  RWiyj  and  thus  ended 
our  fight :  but  we  had  tlvis  misfortune 
attending  it,  viz.  that  ull  our  mutton 
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we  had  in  chace  got  away.  We 
had  not  a  man  killed  or  hurt  j  but,  as 
for  the  Tartars,  there  were  about  five 
of  them  killed  :^how  many  were  wound- 
ed, we  knew  not ;  but  this  we  knew, 
that  the  other  party  was  fo  frighted  with 
the  no  lie  of  our  guns$  that  they  fled, 
and  never  made  any  attempt  upon  us. 

We  were  all  this  while  in  the  Chinefe 
dominions,  and  therefore  the  Tartars 
were  not  fo  bold  as  afterwards  j  but  in 
about  five  days  we  entered  a  vaft  great 
wild  defart,  which  held  us  three  days 
and  nights  march  j  and  we  were  obliged 
to  carry  our  water  with  us  in  great  lea- 
ther bottles,  and  to  encamp  all  night, 
juft  as  I  have  heard  they  do  in  the  de- 
iarts  of  Arabia. 

I  afked  our  guides,  whofe  dominion 
this  was  in  }  and  they  told  me,  this  was 
a  kind  of  border,  that  might  be  called 
No  Man's  Land,  being  part  of  the 
Great  Karakathay,  or  Grand  Tartary  ; 
but  that  however,  it  was  reckoned  to 
China :  that  there  was  no  care  taken 
here,  to  preferve  it  from  the  inroads  of 
thieves  j  and  therefore  it  was  reckoned 
the  worft  defert  in  the  whole  march, 
though  we  were  to  go  over  ibme  much 
larger. 

In  pafiing  this  wildernefs,  which,  I 
confefs,  was  at  the  firft  view  very  fright- 
ful to  me,  we  faw  two  or  three  times 
little  parties  of  the  Tartars,  but  they 
leemed  to  be  upon  their  own  affairs,  and 
to  have  no  deiign  upon  us ;  and  fo,  like 
the  man  who  met  the  devil,  if  they  had 
nothing  to  fay  to  us,  we  had  nothing  to 
fay  to  them  j  we  let  them  go. 

Once,  however,  a  party  of  them  came 
fo  near,  as  to  itand  and  gaze  at  us ; 
whether  it  was  to  confider  what  they 
mould  do,  viz.  to  attack  vs,  or  not 
attack  us,  we  knew  not  j  but  when  we 
were  parted  at  ibme  diftance  by  them, 
we  made  a  rear-guard  of  forty  men,  and 
flood  ready  for  them,  letting  the  caravan 
pals  half  a  mile,  or  thereabouts,  before 
us.  After  a  while  they  marched  off, 
only  we  found  they  afTaulted  us  with 
five  arrows  at  their  parting ;  one  of 
which  wounded  a  horfe,  fo  that  it  dif- 
abled  him  j  and  we  left  him  the  next 
day,  poor  creature,  in  great  need  of  a 
good  farrier.  We  fuppofe  they  might 
ihoot  more  arrows,  which  might  fall 
mort  of  us  j  but  we  faw  no  more  ar- 
rows or  Tartars  at  that  time. 

We  travelled  near  a  month  after  this, 
the  ways  being  not  fb  good  as  at  firft, 
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though  ftill  in  the  dominions  of  the  em- 
peror of  China,  but  lay,  for  the  mofl 
p:ut,  in  villages,  fome  of  which  were 
fortified  becaufe  of  the  incurfions  of  the 
Tartars.  When  we  came  to  one  of 
thefe  towns  (it  was  about  two  days  and 
a  half's  journey  before  we  were  to  come 
to  the  city  of  Naum)  I  wanted  to  buy 
a  camel,  of  which  there  are  plenty  to  be 
fold  all  the  way  upon  that  road,  and  of 
horfes  allb,  fuch  as  they  are,  becaufe  fb 
many  caravans  coming  that  way,  they 
are  very  often  wan  ted.  The  p'erfon  that  I 
fpoke  to  to  get  me  a  camel,  would  have 
gone  and  fetched  it  for  me  ;  but  I,  like 
a  fool,  mull  be  officious,  and  go  my- 
felf  along  with  him.  The  place  was 
about  two  miles  out  of  the  village, 
where  it  feems  they  kept  the  camels 
and  horfes  feeding  under  a  guard. 

I  walked  it  on  foot,  with  my  old  pilot 
in  company,  and  a  Chinefe,  being  defi- 
rous,  forfooth,  of  a  little  variety.  When 
we  came  to  this  place,  it  was  a  low 
maffhy  ground,  walled  round  with  a 
ftone  wall,  piled  up  dry,  without  mortar 
or  earth  among  it,  like  a  park,  with  a  little 
guard  of  Chinefe  foldiers  at  the  doors. 
Having  bought  a  camel,  and  agreed  for 
the  price,  I  came  away ;  and  the  Chi- 
nefe man  that  went  with  me  led  the 
camel,  when  on  a  fudden  came  up  five 
Tartars  on  horfeback  ;  two  of  them 
feized  the  fellow,  and  took  the  camel 
from  him,  while  the  other  three  ftepped 
up  to  me  and  my  old  pilot,  feeing  us, 
as  it  were,  unarmed,  for  I  had  no  wea- 
pon about  me  but  my  fword,  which 
could  but  ill  defend  me  againft  three 
horfemen.  The  firft  that  came  up, 
flopped  fhort  upon  my  drawing  my 
fword,  (for  they  are  arrant  cowards;) 
but  a  fecond  coming  up  upon  my  left, 
gave  me  a  blow  on  the  head,  which  I 
never  felt  till  afterward,  and  wondered, 
when  I  came  to  myfelf,  what  was  the 
matter  with  me,  and  where  I  was,  for 
he  laid  me  flat  on  the  ground  ;  but  my 
never-failing  old  pilot,  the  Portugusza, 
(fo  Providence  unlooked-for  direcls  de- 
liverances from  dangers,  which  to  us  are 
unforefeen)  had  a  piltol  in  his  pocket, 
which  I  knew  nothing  of,  nor  the  Tar- 
tars neither  j  if  they  had,  I  fuppofe 
they  would  not  have  attacked  us.  But 
cowards  are  always  boldeft  when  there 
is  no  danger. 

The  old  man  feeing  me  down,  with 
a  bold  heart  ftepped  up  to  the  fellow 
that  had  flruck  me,  and  laying  hold  of 
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his  arm  with  one  hand,  and  pulling 
him  down  by  main  force  a  little  to- 
wards him  with  the  other,  he  mot  him 
into  the  head,  and  laid  him  dead  on  the 
fpot ;  he  then  immediately  Hepped  up 
to  lu'm  who  had  Hopped  us,  us  I  laid, 
;md  before  he  could  come  forward  again 
(for  it  was  all  done  as  it  were  in  a  mo- 
ment) made  a  blow  at  him  with  a  fey- 
mitar,  which  he  always  worej  but, 
miffing  the  man,  cut  his  horfe  into  the 
fide  of  his  head,  cut  one  of  his  ears  off 
by  the  root,  and  a  great  flice  down  the 
fide  of  his  face.  The  poor  beail,  en- 
raged with  the  wounds,  was  no  more  to 
be  governed  by  his  rider,  though  the 
fellow  fat  well  enough  too  ;  but  away 
he  flew,  and  carried  him  quite  out  of 
the  pilot's  reach,  and  at  fome  diftance 
rifmg  upon  his  hind  legs,  threw  down 
t'.ie  Tartar  and  fell  upon  him. 

In  this  interval  the  poor  Chinefe  came 
in,  who  had  loft  the  camel,  but  he  had 
no  weapon  ;  however,  feeing  the  Tar- 
tar down,  and  his  horfe  fallen  upon 
him,  he  runs  to  him,  and,  feizing 
upon  an  ugly  ill-favoured  weapon  he 
had  by  his  fide,  fomething  like  a  pole- 
ax,  but  not  a  pole-ax  neither,  he 
wrenched  it  from  him,  and  made  fhift 
to  knock  his  Tartarian  brains  out  with 
it.  But  my  old  man  had  the  third 
Tartar  to  deal  with  ftill  ;  and,  feeing 
he  did  not  fly  as  he  expected,  nor  come 
on  to  fight  him  as  he  apprehended,  but 
flood  ftock-ftill,  the  old  man  Hood  Hill 
too,  and  falls  to  work  with  his  tackle  to 
charge  his  piltol  again;  but  as  foon  as 
the  Tartar  faw  the  piftol,  whether  he 
fuppofed  it  to  be  the  fame,  or  another,  I 
know  not,  but  away  he  fcoured,  and 
left  my  pilot,  my  champion  I  called 
him  afterwards,  a  compleat  vi&cry. 

By  this  time  I  was  a  little  awake; 
for  I  thought,  when  I  firft  began  to 
awake,  that  I  had  been  in  a  fweet  deep ; 
but  as  I  laid  above,  I  wondered  where 
I  was,  how  I  came  upon  the  ground, 
and  what  was  the  matter;  in  a  word,  a 
tew  minutes  after,  as  fenfe  returned,  I 
felt  pain,  though  I  did  not  know  where ; 
I  clapped  my  hand  to  my  head,  and 
took  it  away  bloody ;  then  I  felt  my 
head-itch  $'  and  then,  in  anothsr  mo- 
ment, memory  returned,  and  evuy 
thing  was  piefent  to  me  again. 

J  jumped  up  upon  my  feet  inftantly, 
and  got  hold  of  my  fword,  but  no 
enemies  in  view,  I  found  a.  T:t;t;p-  lie 
dead,  and  his  lu>r&  fUuding  very  quiet- 


ly by  him;  and,  looking  farther,  T  farV 
my  champion  :md  deliverer,  who  had 
been  to  foe  what  the  Chinefe  had  done, 
coming  back  with  his  hanger  in  his 
hand.  Tlve  old  man,  feeing  me  on  my 
feet,  came  running  to  me,  and  em- 
braced me  with  a  great  deal  of  joy, 
being  afraid  before  that  I  had  been 
killed  ;  and  feeing  me  bloody,  would 
fee  how  I  was  hurt ;  but  it  was  not 
much,  only  what  we  call  a  broken 
head ;  neither  did  I  afterwards  find  any 
great  inconvenience  from  the  blow,  other 
than  the  place  which  was  hurt,  and 
which  was  well  again  in  two  6r  three 
days. 

We  made  no  great  gain,  however, 
by  this  victory,  fur  we  loft  a  camel  and 
gained  a  horfe ;  but  that  which  was  re- 
markable, when  we  came  back  to  the 
'village,  the  man  demanded  to  be  paid 
for  the  camel.  I  difputed  it,  and  it  was 
brought  to  a  hearing  before  the  Chi- 
nefe judge  of  the  place  ;  that  is  to  lay, 
in  Englim,  we  went  before  a  juftice  of 
the  peace.  Give  him  his  due,  he  acled 
with  a  great  deal  of  prudence  and  im- 
partiality; and,  having  heard  both 
fides,  he  gravely  afked  the  Chinefe 
man  that  went  with  me  to  buy  the  ca- 
mel, whole  fervan the  was.  c  I  am  no 
'  fervant,'  faid  he;  '  but  went  with 
f  the  HrangeiV — c  At  whofe  requelt?' 
faid  the  jtiHice.  «  At  the  Hranger's  re- 
'  queft,"  faid  he.  «  Why  then,1  faid 
the  juftice,  '  you  were  the  Hranger's 
*  fervant  for  the  time  ;  and  the  camel 
'  being  delivered  to  his  fervant,  it  was 
'  delivered  to  him,  and  he  muH  pay 
<  for  it/ 

I  confefs  the  thing  was  fo  clear,  that 
I  had  not  a  word  to  lay  ;  but  admiring 
to  fee  fuch  juH  realbning  upon  the  con- 
fequence,  and  fo  accurate  Haling  the 
cafe,  I  paid  willingly  for  the  camel, 
and  lent  for  another  :  but  you  may  ob- 
ferve,  I  fent  for  it ;  I  did  not  go  to 
fetch  it  myfelf  any  more,  I  had  enough 
of  that. 

The  city  of  Naum  is  a  frontier  of 
the  Chineie  empire ;  they  call  it  forti- 
fied, and  fo  it  is,  as  fortificatio 
there  ;  for  this  I  will  venture  to  affirm, 
that  all  the  Tartars  in  Karukathay, 
which,  I  believe  are  fbme  millions^ 
could  not  h.i'itcr  dc;\vn  the  walls  \vith 
their  bows  and  arrows ;  but  10  cull  it 
Hrong,  if  it  were  attacked  with  cannon, 
would  be  to  make  thofe  who  undcrHand 
it  laucrh  at  you. 
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We  wantect,  as  I  have  faid,  above 
two  days  journey  of  this  city,  when 
taeflengers  were  fent  exprefs  to  eveiy 
'part  of  the  road,  to  tell  all  travellers 
and  caravans  to  halt  till  they  had  a 
guard  fent  to  them;  for  that  an  unu- 
lual  body  of  Tartars,  making  ten  thou- 
fand in  all,  had  appeared  in  the  way, 
about  thirty  miles  beyond  the  city. 

This  was  very  bad  news  to  travel- 
lers ;  however,  it  was  carefully  done  of 
the  governor,  and  we  were  very  glad  to 
hear  we  mould  have  a  guard.  Ac- 
cordingly, two  days  after,  we  had  two 
hundred  foldiers  fent  us  from  a  garrifon 
of  the  Chinefe  on  our  left,  and  three 
hundred  more  from  the  city  of  Naum, 
and  with  thofe  we  advanced  boldly ; 
the  three  hundred  foldiers  from  Naum 
marched  in  our  front,  the  two  hundred 
in  our  rear,  and  our  men  on  each  fide 
of  our  camels  with  our  baggage,  and 
the  whole  caravan  in  the  centre.  In  this 
order,  and  well  prepared  for  battle,  we 
thought  ourfelves  a  match  for  the  whole 
ten  thoufand  Mogul  Tartars,  if  they 
had  appeared  ;  but  the  next  day,  when 
they  did  appear,  it  was  quite  another 
thing. 

It  was  early  in  the  morning,  when 
marching  from  a  little  well-fituated 
town,  called  Changu,  we  had  a  river 
to  pals,  where  we  were  obliged  to  fer- 
ry j  and  had  the  Tartars  had  an  in- 
telligence, then  had  been  the  time  to 
have  attacked  us,  when,  the  caravan 
being  over,  the  rear  guard  was  behind ; 
but  they  did  not  appear  there. 

About  three  hours  after,  when  we 
were  entered  upon  a  defart  of  about  fif- 
teen or  fixteen  miles  over,  behold,  by 
a  cloud  of  duft  the^  raifed,  we  faw  an 
enemy  was  at  hand ;  and  they  were  at 
hand  indeed,  for  they  came  on  upon 
thefpur. 

The  Chinefe,  our  guard  on  the  front, 
who  had  talked  fo  big  the  day  before, 
began  to  (tagger,  and  the  foldiers  fre- 
quently looked  behind  them  ;  which  is 
a  certain  fign  in  a  foldier  that  he  is  juft 
ready  to  run  away.     My  old  pilot  was 
of  mv  mind  j    and  being  near  me,  he 
called  out.   '  Seignior  Inglefe,"  faid  he, 
thofe  fellows  muft  be  encouraged,  or 
they  will  ruin  U3  nil;  for  if  the  Tar- 
tars come  on,  they  will  never  rtand 
it.' — *  I  am  of  your  mind,'  faid  I: 
but   what  courfe  mutt  be  done?1 — 
JDoue,'  faid  he,  '  let  fifty  of  our  men 
J  advance,  and  Hank  them  on  each  wing, 


'  and  encourage  them,  and  they  will 
'  fight  like  brave  fellows  in  brave  com- 
'  pany  ;  but  without  it  they  will  every 
*  man  turn  his  back.'  Immediately  I 
rode  up  to  our  leader,  and  told  him,  who 
was  exactly  of  our  mind ;  and  accord- 
ingly fifty  of  us  marched  to  the  right 
wing,  and  fifty  to  the  left,  and  the 
reft  made  a  line  of  referve ;  for  fo  we 
marched,  leaving  the  lali  two  hundred 
men  to  make  another  body  by  them- 
felves,  and  to  guard  the  camels  ;  only 
that,  if  need  were,  they  mould  fend  an 
hundred  men  to  aflllt  the  laft  fifty. 

In  a  word,  the  Tartars  came  on, 
and  an  innumerable  company  they 
were ;  how  many,  we  could  not  tell, 
but  ten  thoufand  we  thought  was  the 
leaft.  A  party  of  them  came  on  firft, 
and  viewed  our  pofture,  traverfing  the 
ground  in  the  front  of  our  line;  and 
as  as  we  found  them  within  gun -mot, 
our  leader  ordered  the  two  wings  to 
advance  fwiftly,  and  give  them  a  falvo 
on  each  wing  with  their  fliot,  which 
was  done;  but  they  went  off,  and  I 
fuppofe  went  back  to  give  an  account 
of  the  reception  they  were  like  to  meet 
with  j  and,  indeed,  that  falute  clogged 
their  ftomachs;  for  they  immediately 
halted,  Hood  a  while  to  to  confider  of 
it,  and,  wheeling  off  to  the  left,  they 
gave  over  the  defign,  and  laid  no  more 
to  us  for  that  time,  which  was  very 
agreeable  to  our  circumitances,  which, 
were  but  very  indifferent  for  a  battle 
with  fuch  a  number. 

Two  days  after  this  we  came  to  the 
city  of  Naum,  or  Nauutn.  We  thanked 
the  governor  for  his  care  of  us,  and 
colleoled  to  the  value  of  one  hundred 
crowns,  or  thereabouts,  which  we  gave 
to  the  foldiers  fent  to  guard  us;  and 
here  we  refted  one  day.  This  is  s. 
garrifon  indeed,  and  there  were  nine 
hundred  foldiers  kept  here;  but  the 
reafon  of  it  was,  that  formerly  the 
Mufcovite  frontiers  lay  nearer  to  them 
than  they  do  now,  the  Muscovites  haw 
ing  abandoned  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try (which  lies  from  the  city  weft  for 
about  two  hundred^  miles)  as  defolate 
ami  unfit  for  uie;  and  more  ei'peciaiiy, 
being  fo  very  remote,  and  fo  difficult 
to  fend  troops  hither  for  it's  defence  ; 
for  we-  had  yet  above  two  thoular.d 
miles  to  Mufcovy,  properly  fo  called.- 

After  this   we   parted   lev  era  1   great 

rivers,  and  two  dreadful  defarts,  one 

of  which  we  were  fixreen  days  paffing 

M  in  over, 
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over,  and  which,  as  I  faid,  was  to  be 
called,  No  Man's  Landj  and,  on  the 
1 3th  of  April,  we  came  to  the  frontiers 
of  the  Muicovite  dominions.  I  think 
the  firft  city,  or  town,  or  fortrefs, 
whatever  it  might  be  called,  that  be- 
longed to  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy,  was 
called  Argun,  being  on  the  welt  fide 
of  the  river  Argun. 

I  could  not  but  difcover  an  infinite 
fatisfaclion,  that  I  was  now  arrived 
in,  as  I  called  it,  a  Chriftian  country  j 
or,  at  leaft,  in  a  country  governed  by 
Chriftians  j  for  though  the  Mufcovites 
do,  in  my  opinion,  but  juft  deferve  the 
name  of  Chriftians,  yet  fuch  they  pre- 
tend to  be,  and  are  very  devout  in 
their  way.  It  would  certainly  occur 
to  any  man  who  travels  the  world  as  I 
have  done,  and  who  had  any  power 
of  reflection  ;  I  fay,  it  would  occur 
to  him  to  refle&,  what  a  blefling  it  is 
to  be  brought  into  the  world  where 
the  name  of  God  and  of  a  Redeemer 
is  known,  worfhipped  and  adored,  and 
not  where  the  people,  given  up  by 
Heaven  to  ftrong  delufions,  worfhip 
the  devil,  and  proftrate  themfelves  to 
flocks  and  ftones  ;  worfhip  monfters, 
elephants,  horrible  fhaped  animals,  and 
ftatues  or  images  of  monfters.  Not 
a  town  or  city  we  pafltd  through  bnt 
had  their  pagods,  their  idols,  and  their 
temple?,  and  ignorant  people  worfhip- 
ping  even  the  works  of  their  own 
Bands. 

Now  we  came  where,  at  leaft,  a  face 
of  the  Chriftian  worfhip  appeared, 
\vhere  the  knee  was  bowed  to  Jefus: 
and  whether  ignorantly  or  not,  yet  the 
Chriftian  religion  was  owned,  and  the 
name  of  the  true  God  was  called  upon 
and  adored;  and  it  made  the  very  receffes 
of  my  foul  rejoice  to  fee  it.  I  faluted 
the  brave  Scotch  merchant  I  mentioned 
above,  with  my  firft  acknowlegment 
of  this  j  and,  taking  him  by  the  hand, 
I  faid  to  him,  «  BlelTed  be  God,  we 
are  once  again  come  among  Chri- 
ftians !'  He  fmiled,  and  anfwered, 
Do  not  rejoice  too  loon,  countryman  ; 
thefe  Mufcovites  are  but  an  odd  fort 
of  ChriftLansj  and  but  for  the  name 
of  it,  you  may  fee  very  littL-  of  the 
fubftance  for  fome  months  farther  of 
our  journey." 

«  Well,'  faid  I,  «  butftill  it  is  better 
than  Paganifm,  and  •worlhitrping  of 
devils.'—*  Why,  I'll  tell  you,'  faid 
Cj  *  except  the  Ruflian  foldiers  in 
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garrifons,  and  a  few  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  cities  upon  the  road,  all 
the  reft  of  this  country,  for  above  a 
thoufand  miles  farther,  is  inhabited 
by  the  worft  and  moft  ignorant  of 
Pagans.*  And  fo  indeed  we  found  it. 
We   were   now  launched  into    the 
greateft  piece  of  folid  earth,  if  I  un- 
derftand  any  thing  of  ihe  furface  of 
the  globe,  that  is  to  be  found  in  any 
part  of  the  world.     We  had  at  lea  It 
twelve  hundred  miles  fo  the  fea,  eaft- 
ward;  we  had  .-it  leaft   two  thoufand 
to  the  bottom  of  the  Baltick  Sea,  weft- 
ward  ;  and  almoft  three  thoufand  miles, 
if  we  left  that  fea,  and  went  on  weft 
to  the  Britifh  and  French  Channels  ; 
we  had  full  five  thoufand  miles  to  the 
Indian  or    Perlian  Sea>    fouth  •,    and 
about  eight  hundred  miles  to  the  Fro- 
zen Sea,  north  :  nay,   if  fome  people 
may  be  believed,  there  might  be  no  fea 
north-eaft  till  we  came  round  the  pole, 
and  confequently  into  the  north -weft, 
and  fo  had  a  continent  of  land  into 
America,    no   mortal    knows  wh«re ; 
though  I  could  give  fome  reafons  why 
I  believe  that  to  be  a  miftake  too. 

As  we  entered  into  the  Mufcovite 
dominions,  a  good  while  before  we 
came  to  any  confiderable  town,  we 
had  nothing  to  obferve  there  but  thi?  j 
firft,  that  all  the  rivers  run  to  the  eaft. 
As  I  underlioud  by  the  charts  which 
fome  of  our  caravans  had  with  them, 
it  was  plain,  that  all  thofe  rivers  ran 
into  the  great  river  Yamour,  or  Gam- 
mour.  This  river,  by  the  natural 
courfe  of  it,  muft  run  into  the  Eaft 
Sea,  or  Chinefe  ocean.  The  ftor^  they 
tell  us,  that  the  mouth  of  this  river  i* 
choaked  Bp  with  bulrufhes  of  a  mon- 
ftrous  growth,  viz.  three  feet  about, 
and  twenty  or  thirty  feet  high,  I  mult 
be  allowed  to  lay,  J  believe  nothing 
of;  but  as  it's  navigation  is  of  no  ufe, 
becaufe  there  is  no  trade  that,  way,  the 
Tartars,  to  whom  alone  it  belongs, 
dealing  in  nothing  but  cattle,  fo  no- 
body that  ever  I  heard  of,  has  been 
curious  enough  either  to  go  down  to 
the  mouth  of  it  in  boats,  or  to  comd 
up  from  the  moulh  of  it  in  fhips  j  but 
this  is  certain,  that  this  river  running 
due  enft,  in  the  latitude  of  60  degrees, 
carries  a  valt  concourfe  of  rivers  along 
with  it,  and  finds  an  ocean  to  empty 
iifclf  in  that  latitude  j  lo  we  arc  lure 
of  lea  there. 

Some  leagues  to  the  north  of  ti. 
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Ver  there  are  feveral  confiderabk  rivers, 
whofe  ilreams  run  as  due  north  as  the 
Yainour  runs  call ;  and  thefe  are  all 
found  to  join  their  waters  with  the  great 
river  Tartarus,  named  fo  from  the 
northermoft  nations  of  the  Mogul  Tar- 
tars, who,  the  Chinefe  fay,  were  the 
firft  Tartars  in  the  world  ;  aad  who, 
as  our  geographers  alledge,  are  the 
Gog  and  Magog  mentioned  in  facred 
Story. 

Thefe  rivers  running  all  northward, 
as  well  as  all  the  other  rivers  I  am  yet 
to  fpeak  of,  make  it  .evident,  that  the 
northern  ocean  bounds  the  land  alfo  on 
that  fide  j  fo  that  it  does  not  feem  ra- 
tional in  the  leaii  to  think,  that  the 
land  can  extend  itfelf  to  join  with  A- 
merica  on  that  fide,  or  that  there  is  not 
a  communication  between  the  northern 
and  the  eaflern  ocean  :  but  of  this  I 
{hall  fay  no  more  j  it  was  my  obferva- 
tion  at  that  time,  and  therefore  I  take 
notice  of  it  in  this  place.  We  now  ad- 
vanced from  the  river  Arguna  by  eafy 
•and  moderate  journies,  and  were  very 
vifibly  obliged  to  the  care  the  Czar  of 
Mufcovy  has  taken,  to  have  cities  and 
towns  built  in  as  many  places  as  are 
poifible  to  place  them,  where  his  fol- 
die.rs  .keep  garrifon  fomething  like  the 
ftationary  ibldiers  placed  by  the  Ro- 
mans in  the  remote!!  countries  of  their 
empire,  feme  of  which  I  had  read  were 
particularly  placed  in  Britain  for  the 
fecurity  of  commerce,,  and  for  the  lod- 
ging of  travellers  :  and  thus  it  was 
here ;  for  wherever  we  cam-e,  though 
at  thefe  towns  and  Rations,  the  garri- 
fons  and  governor  were  Ruffians,  and 
profefledly  mere  pagans,  facrificing  to 
idols,  and  wor/hippin^  the  fun,  moon, 
and  flars,  or  all  the  holt  of  heaven ;  and 
not  only  fo,  but  were  of  all  the  hea- 
thens and  pagans  that  ever  I  met  with, 
the  mod  barbarous,  except  only  that 
they  did  net  eat  man's  flefh,  as  our  fa- 
vages  of  America  did. 

Some  inftances  of  this  we  met  with 
in  the  country  between  Arguna,  where 
we  enter  the  Mufcovite  dominions,  and 
a  city  of  Tartars  and  Ru0ians  together, 
called  Nertzinfkay  $  in  which  fpace  is  a 
continued  defart  or  foreft,  which  coft  us 
twenty  days  to  travel  vver  it.  In  a  vil- 
lage near  the  lafl  of  thofe  places  I  had 
the^curiofity  to  go  and  fee  their  way  of 
living,  which  is  molt  brutifh  and  un- 
fufferable.  They  had,  I  fuppofe,  a  great 
Sacrifice  that  day  j  for  there  flood  out 


upon  an  old  ftump  of  a  tree,  an  idol 
made  of  wood,  frightful  as  the  devil  j 
at  leaft  as  any  thing  we  can  think  of 
to  reprefent  the  devil  can  be  made.  It 
had  a  head  certainly  not  fb  much  as 
refembling  any  creature  that  the  world 
ever  faw  3  ears  as  big  as  goats  horns, 
and  as  high  j  eyes  as  big  as  a  crown - 
piece  j  a  nofe  like  a  crooked  ram's  horn, 
and  a  mouth  extended  four-cornered, 
like  that  of  a  lion,  with  horrible  teeth, 
hooked  like  a  parrot's  under  bill.  It  was 
drefled  up  in  the  filthieft  manner  that 
you  can  fuppofe  j  it's  upper  garment 
was  of  fheep-fkins,  with  the  wool  out- 
ward j  a  great  Tartar  bonnet  on  the 
head,  with  two  horns  growing  through 
it.  It  was  about  eight  feet  high,  yet 
had  no  feet  or  legs,  or  any  other  pro- 
portion of  parts. 

This  fcarecrow  was  fet  up  at  the  out- 
fide  of  the  village,  and  when  I  came 
near  to  it,  there  were  fixteen  or  feventeen 
creatures,  whether  men  or  women  I 
could  not  tell,  for  they  make  nodiilinc* 
tion  by  their  habits  either  of  body  or 
head  ;  thefe  lay  all  flat  on  the  ground, 
round  this  formidable  block  ot  fhape- 
lefs  wood.  I  faw  no  motion  among 
them,  any  more  than  if  they  had  been 
logs  of  wood  Jjike  their  idol :  at  firft  I 
really  thought  thev  had  been  fo  j  but 
when  I  came  a  little  nearer,  they  ftart- 
ed  up  upon  their  feet,  and  railed  an 
howling  cry,  as  if  it  had  been  fo  many 
deep-mouthed  hounds,  and  walked  a- 
way  as  if  they  were  difpleafed  at  our 
disturbing  them.  A  little  way  off  from 
this  moniter,  and  at  the  door  of  a  tent  or 
hut,  made  all  of  fheep-fkins  and  cow- 
fkins  dried,  Hood  three  butchers  :  I 
thought  they  were  fuch ;  for  when  I 
came  nearer  to  them,  I  found  they  had 
long  knives  in  their  hands,  and  in  the 
middle  of  the  tent  appeared  three  fheep 
killed,  and  one  young  bullock  or  fteer. 
Thefe,  it  feems,  were  facrifices  to  that 
fenfelefs  log  of  an  idol ;  and  thefe  three 
men  priefts  belonging  to  it,  and  the 
feventeen  proftrated  wretches  were  the 
people  who  brought  .the  offaring,  and 
ipr^re  making  their  prayers  to  that  flock. 

I  confefs  I  was  more  moved  at  their 
ftupidity,  and  this  brutifh  wqrfhip  of 
an  hobgoblin,  than  ever  I  was  a£  any 
thing  in  my  life  j  to  fee  God's  mofi  glo.- 
rious  and  beft  creature,  to  whom  he  had 
granted  fo  many  advantages,  even  by 
creatioh,  above  the  reft  of  the  works  of 
his  hands,  veiled  with  a  reafonable  foul, 
Mm  z  and 
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?nd  that  foul  adorned  with  faculties  and 
capacities  adapted  both  to  honour  his 
JVhker,  and  be  honoured  by  him  j  I 
fay,  to  fee  it  funk  and  degenerated  to  a 
degree  fo  more  than  ihipid,  as  to  pro- 
fcte  itielf  to  a  frightful  nothing,  a 
mere  imaginary  object,  di . 
themfelves,  and  made  terrible  to  thom- 
felves  by  their  own  contrivance,  adorn- 
ed only  with  clouts  and  rags  j  and  that 
this  fhould  be  the  effeft  of  mere  igno- 
rance, wrought  up  into  hellifh  devotion 
by  the  devil  himfelf,  who,  envying  his 
Maker  the  homage  and  adoration  of 
his  creatures,  had  deluded  them  into 
fuch  grofs,  furfeiting,  fordid,  and  bru- 
tifli  things,  as  one  would  think  fhould 
fhock  nature  itielf. 

But  what  fignified  all  the  aftonim- 
ment  and  reflection  of  thoughts  !  Thus 
It  was,  and  I  law  it  before  my  eyes  ; 
and  there  was  no  room  to  wonder  at  it, 
or  think  it  impoflible  ;  all  my  admira- 
tion turned  to  rage,  and  I  rode  up  to 
the  image  or  monfter,  call  it  what  you 
will,  and  with  my  fword  cut  the  bonnet 
that  was  on  it's  head  in  two,  in  the 
middle,  fo  that  it  hung  down  by  one  of 
the  horns ;  and  one  of  our  men  that  was 
with  me  took  hold  of  the  fheep-fkin  that 
covered  it,  and  pulled  at  it ;  when,  be- 
hold, a  mod  hideous  outcry  and  howl- 
ing ran  throxigh  the  village,  and  two 
or  three  hundred  people  came  about  my 
ears,  fo  that  I  was  gb.d  to  fcour  for  it  j 
for  we  law  feme  had  bows  and  arrows  5 
put  I  refolvcd  from  that  moment  to  viilt 
them  again. 

Our  caravan  reded  three  nights  at  the 
town,  which  was  about  four  miles  off, 
in  order  to  provide  fome  horfes,  which 
they  wanted,  fcveral  of  the  horfes  hav- 
ing been  lamed  and  jaded  with  the  bad- 
ntfs  of  the  way.  and  our  long  march 
over  the  laft  defart  j  fo  we  had  feme 
:  here  to  put  my  defign  in  execu- 
tion. I  communicated  my  project  to 
the  Scots  merchant  of  Mofcow,  of  whofe 
courage  I  had  had  fufficient  teiHmony, 
as  above.  I  told  him  what  I  had  feen, 
and  with  what  indignation  I  had  fmce 
thought,  that  human  nature  could  be  fo 
degenerate.  I  told  him,  Iwas  refolved, 
if  I  could  get  but  four  or  five  men  well 
armed,  to  go  with  me,  to  go  and  de- 
ftroy  that  vile,  abominable  idol  ;  to  Jtt 
them  fee,  that  it  had  no  power  to  help 
jtfelf,  and  confequently  could  not  be  an 
of  worfhip,  or  to  be  prayed  to, 
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•hem  that  offered 

He  laughed  at  me.  Said  he,  *  Your 
/eal  may  be  good  ;  but  what  do  you 
p:op')ic  to  yourfelf  by  it?1 — •  Pro- 
puil-/  faid  I,  '  to  vindicate  the  ho- 
nour of  God,  which  is  inful ted  by 
this  devil-worfhip.' — *  But  how  will 
it  vindicate  the  honour  of  God,'  faid 
;e,  <•  while  the  people  will  not  be  able 
to  know  what  you  mean  by  it,  unlclij 
you  could  fpeak  to  them  too,  and  tell 
them  fo  j  and  then  they  will  fight  you 
too,  I  will  ?  flu  re  >ou  ,  for  they  are 
ddperate  fellows,  and  that  efpecially 
i;i  defence  of  their  idolatry/ — «  Can 
we  not,"  faid  I,  *  do  it  in  the  night, 
and  then  leave  them  t'r.e  reafons  in, 
writing,  in  their  own  language  ?'— 
Writing  !'  faid  he,  '  why  there  is  not, 
in  five  nations  of  them,  one  man  that 
knows  any  thing  of  a  letter,  or  how 
to  read  a  word  in  any  language,  or 
in  their  own.' — '  Wretched  igno- 
rance!1 faid  I  to  him  5  <  however,  I 
have  a  great  mind  to  do  it ;  perhaps 
nature  may  draw  inferences  from  it 
to  them,  to  let  them  fee  how  brutifh 
they  are,  to  worfhip  fuch  horrid 
things.1 — f  Look  you,  Sir,'  faid  he, 
if  your  zeal  prompts  you  to  it  fo 
warmly,  you  muft  do  it  j  but,  in  the 
next  place,  I  would  have  you  con- 
fider,  thefe  wild  nations  of  people  are 
fubjeclcd,  by  force,  to  the  Czar  of 
Mufcovy's  dominions  ;  and  if  you  do 
t  his,  il  is  ten  to  one  but  they  will  come 
by  thoufands  to  the  governor  of  Nert- 
zinfkay,  and  complain,  and  demand 
fafisfaction  ;  and  if  he  cannot  give 
them  fatisfaclion,  it  is  ten  to  one  but 
they  revolt  5  and  it  will  occafion  a 
new  war  with  all  the  Tartars  in  the 
country.' 

This,  I  confefs,  put  new  thought^ 
into  my  head  for  a  while  ;  but  I  harp- 
ed upon  the  fame  firing  Itill  ;  and  all 
that  day  I  was  uneafy  to  put  my  pro- 
je6t  in  execution.     Towards  the  even- 
ing the  Scots  merchant  met  me  by  ac- 
cident in  our  walk  about  the  town,  and 
deli  red  to  fpeak  with  me.    «  I  believe,* 
faid  he,  *  J  have  put  you  oft"  of  your 
good  defign  ;    1   have  been  a  little 
concerned  about  it  fmce  ;  for  I  ab- 
hor the  idol  and  idolatry  as  much  as 
you  can  do.' — '  Truly,'  faid  I,  '  you 
have  put  it  off  a  little  as  to  the  exe- 
cution of  it,  but  you  have  not  put  it 
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£  all  out  of  my  thoughts  ;  and,  I  be- 
'  lieve,  I  (hall  do  it  liill  before  I  quit 
'  this  place,  though  I  were  to  be  de- 
f  livered  up  to  them  for  fatisfa&ion.' 
— '  No,  no,'  laid  he,  '  God  forbid 

*  they  mould  deliver  you  up  to  fuch  a 
'  crew  of  monfters  !  they  (hall  not  do 
.'  that  neither;  that  would  be  murder- 
'  ing   you   indeed.'—  '  Why,'  faid  I, 
c  how  would  they   tile  me  ?'-*•  '  Ufe 

*  you  !'  faid  he  ;   'I  will  tell  you  how 
'  they  ferved  a  poor  Ruffian,  who  af- 
6  fronted  them  in  their  worship  jult  as 
'  you  did,  and  whom  they  took  pri- 
'  foner;    after  they    had   lamed   him 
'  with    an   arrow,    that  he  could   not 
.'  run  away,  they  took  him  and  Itrip- 

*  ped  him   ftark  naked,  and  fet  him 
'  upon  the  top  of  the  idol  monfter,  and 
'  flood   all   round    him,    and   mot  as 

*  many  arrows  into  him  as  would  ftick 
'  over  his  whole  body  ;  and  then  they 

*  burnt  him,  and  all  the  arrows  ftick- 
'  ing  in  him,  as  a  facrifice  to  the  idol.' 
— •'  And  was  this  the  fame  idol  ?'  faid 
J.     '  Yes,'  faid  he,  '  the  very  fame.' 
— '  Well,'  faid  I,  <  I  will  tell  you  a 

*  ftory.'  So  I  related  the  itory  of  our 
men   at  Madagaicar,    and    how   they 
burnt  and    facked  the   village   there, 
and  killed  man,  woman,  and  child,  for 
their  murdering  one  of  our  men,  juft 
as  it  is  related  before  :   and  when  I  had 
done,    I   added,    that   I    thought   we 
ought  to  dofoto  this  village. 

He  ILitened  very  attentively  to  this 

#ory  ;   but  when  I  talked  of  doing  ib 

to  that  village,  f;ud  he,  <  You  miftake 

very  much  ;  it  was  not  this  village, 

it  was  almoll  a  hundred  miles  from 

this  place  ;   but  it  was  the  fame  idol, 

for  they  carry  him  about  in  piocef- 

fion  all  over  the  country.' — '  Well,' 

faid   I,  '  then  that  idol   ought    to  be 

*  punifhed  for  it  ;  and  it  ihall,*  laid  1, 

*  if  I  live  this  night  out.' 

In  a  word,  finding  me  refolute,  he 
liked  the  tlelign,  and  told  me  I  fliould 
not  go  alone,  but  he  would  go  with 
mej  but  he  would  go  firft,  and  bring 
a  ftout  fellow,  one  of  his  countrymen, 
to  go  alfo  with  us;  *  and  one,1  faid 
he,  *  as  famous  for  his  zeal  as  you 

*  can  clefire  any  one  to  be  againft  fuch 
'  devil im  things  as  thefe.'  In  a  word, 
he  brought  me  his  comrade,  a  Scotf- 
inan,  whom  he  called  Captain  Richard* 
jfon ;  and   I  gave  him  a  full  account 
of  what  I  had  feen,  and  alfo  of  what 
I  intended  j  and  he  told  me  readily, 
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he  would  go  with  me  if  It  coft  him  bis 
life.  So  we  agreed  to  go,  only  we 
three.  I  had,  indeed,  propofed  it  to 
ray  partner  ;  but  he  declined  it.  He 
fud,  he  was  ready  to  affift  me  to  the 
utmoft,  and  upon  all  occafions,  for 
my  defence;  byt  that  this  was  an  ad- 
vtriture  quite  out  of  his  way.  §o,  I 
fay,  we  refolved  upon  our  work.,  only 
we  three,  and  my  man  fervant,  and 
to  put  it  in  execution  that  night  about 
midnight,  with  all  the  fecrefy  ima- 
ginable. 

However,  upon  fecond  thoughts, 
we  were  willing  to  delay  it  till  the 
next  night,  becaufe  the  caravan  being 
to  let  forward  in  the  morning,  we  fup- 
pofed  the  governor  could  not  pretend 
to  give  them  any  fatisfaclion  upon  us 
when  we  were  out  of  his  power.  The 
Scots  merchant,  as  ffceady  in  his  refo- 
lution  to  enterprize  it,  as  bold  in  exe- 
cuting, brought  me  a  Tartar's  robe 
or  gown  of  fheep-lkins,  and  a  bonnet^ 
with  a  bow  and  arrows,  and  had  pro- 
vided the  fame  for  himfelf  and  hi$ 
countryman,  that  the  people,  if  they 
law  us,  mould  not  be  able  to  deter- 
mine who  we  were. 

All  the  firil  night  we  fpent  in  mix- 
ing up  fonae  combuftible  matter  with; 
aqua-vitae,  gunpowder,  and  fuch  other 
materials  as  we  could  get ;  and,  hav- 
ing a  good  quantity  of  tar  iu  a  little 
pot,  about  an  hour  after  night  we  fet 
out  upon  our  expedition. 

We  ciiue  to  the  place  about  eleven 
o'clock  at  night,  and  found  that  the 
people  had  not  the  lead  jealoufy  of 
danger  attending  their  idol.  The  night 
was  cloudy,  yet  the  moon  gave  us  light 
enough  to  lee  that  thtr  idol  Itood  juft  in 
the  lime  polture  and  place  that  it  did 
before.  The  people  feeined  to  be  all  at 
their  icftj  only,  that  in  the  great  hut 
or  tent,  as  we  called  it,  where  we  faw 
the  three  prierb,  whom  we  miftook  for 
butchers,  we  faw  a  light,  and  going 
up  dole  to  the  door,  we  heard  people 
talking,  as  if  there  were  five  or  lix  of 
them  j  we  concluded  therefore,  that  if 
we  fet  wildfire  to  the  idol,  thefe  men 
would  come  out  immediately,  and  run 
up  to  the  place  to  refcue  it  from  the 
deftruclion  tnat  we  intended  for  it  j 
and  what  to  do  with  them  we  knew 
not.  Once  we  thought  of  carrying  it 
away,  and  letting  fire  to  it  at  adittancej 
but  when  we  came  to  handle  ir,  we 
found  it  too  bulky  for  our  carnage  $ 
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fo  we  were  at  a  lofs  again.  The  fe- 
cond  Scotfman  was  for  fetting  fire  to 
the  tent  or  hut,  and  knocking  the 
creatures  that  were  there  on  the"  head 
when  they  came  out:  but  I  could  not 
join  with  that  j  I  w,is  againft  killing 
them,  if  it  was  p">ffible  to  be  avoided. 
Well  then,1  f-ud  the  Scots  merchant, 
I  will  teli  you  what  we  will  do;  we 
will  try  to  take  them  prifoncrs,  tic 
their  hands,  and  make  them  ftand 
and  fee  their  idol  deftroyed.' 
As  it  happened,  we  had  twine  or 
park'hread  enough  about  us,  which 
we  ufed  to  tie  our  fire- works  together 
•widij  fo  we  relolved  to  attark  thcfe 
people  firlt,  and  with  as  little  noife  as 
we  could.  The  firft  thing  we  did,  we 
knocked  at  the  doorj  when  one  of  the 
priefts  coming  to  the  door,  we  imme- 
diately feized  upon  him,  (topped  his 
mouth,  and  tied  his  hands  behind 
him,  and  Jed  him  to  the  idol,  where 
we  gagged  him,  that  he  might  not 
make  a  noife;  tied  his  feet  alfo  toge- 
ther, and  left  him  on  the  ground. 

Two  of  us  then  waited  at  the  door, 
expecting  that  another  would  come  out 
to  fee  what  the  matter  was  ;  but  we 
waited  fo  long  till  the  third  man  came 
back  to  us  ;  and  then,  nobody  coming 
out,  we  knocked  again  gently,  and 
immediately  out  came  two  mere,  and 
we  ferved  them  juft  in  the  fame  man  - 
ner,  but  were  obliged  to  go  all  with 
them,  and  lay  them  down  by  the  idol 
fome  diftance  from  one  another ;  when, 
going  back,  we  found  two  more  were 
come  out  to  the  door,  and  a  third  flood 
behind  them  within  the  door.  We 
feized  the  two,  and  immediately  tied 
them,  when  the  third  ftepping  back 
and  crying  out,  my  Scots  merchant 
•went  in  after  him,  anil  taking  out  a 
compofition  we  had  made,  that  would 
only  fmoak  and  ftink,  he  let  fiie  to  it, 
and  threw  it  in  among  them  j  by  that 
time  the  other  Scotfman  and  my  man 
taking  charge  of  the  two  men  already 
bound,  and  tied  together  nlJ'o  by  the 
arm,  led  them  away  to  the  idol,  and 
left  them  there,  to  fee  if  their  idol 
would  relieve  them,  making  hade  back 
to  us. 

When  the  furze  we  brul  thrown  in 
had  filled  the  hut  with  fo  much  fmoak 
that  they  were  almofl  fufricated,  we 
then  threw  in  a  imall  leather  bag  of 
another  kind,  which  flamed  like  a 
candle,  and  following  it  in,  we  found 


there  were  but  four  people  left,  wlioj) 
it  feems  were  two  men  and  two  wo- 
men, and  as  we  fuppofed  had  been 
about  fome  of  their  diabolick  facri- 
fices.  They  appeared,  in  fliort,  fright- 
ed to  death,  at  leaft  fo  as  to  fit  trem- 
bling and  ftupid,  and  not  able  to  fpeak 
neither  for  the  fmukc. 

In  a  word,  we  took  them,  bound 
them  as  we  had  the  other,  and  all  with- 
out any  noife.  I  fliould  havcfaid,  we 
brought  them  out  of  the  houfe  or  hut 
firlt;  for  indeed  we  were  not  able  to 
bear  the  fmoke  any  more  than  they 
were.  When  \ve  had  done  this,  we 
carried  them  ail  together  to  the  idol. 
When  we  came  there,  we  fell  to  work 
with  him  ;  and  fir  ft  we  daubed  him 
all  over,  and  his  robes  alfo,  with  tar 
and  fuch  other  fluff  as  we  had,  which 
was  tallow  mixed  with  brimftonc;  then 
we  flopped  hiu  eyes,  and  ears,  and 
mouth  full  of  gunpowder  j  then  we 
wrapped  up  a  great  piece  of  wildfire 
in  his  bonnet;  and  then  (ticking  all 
the  combuftibles  we  had  brought  with 
us  upon  him,  we  looked  about  to  fee 
if  we  could  find  any  thing  elfe  to  help 
to  burn  him ;  when  my  Scotfman  re- 
membered, that  by  the  tent  or  hut 
where  the  men  were,  there  lay  a  heap 
of  dry  forage,  whether  draw  or  ru flies 
I  do  not  remember  j  away  he  and  the 
other  Scotfman  ran  and  fetched  their 
arms  full  of  that.  When  we  had  done 
this,  we  took  all  our  prifoners,  and 
brought  them,  having  untied  their 
feet,  and  ungagged  their  mouths,  and 
made  them  ftand  up,  and  fet  them  juft 
before  their  monftrous  idol,  and  then 
fet  fire  to  the  whole. 

We  ftayed  by  it  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  or  thereabouts,  till  the  powder 
in  the  eyes,  and  mouth  and  ears  of 
the  idol  blew  up,  and,  as  we  could 
perceive,  had  fplit  and  deformed  the 
lhapc  of  it ;  and,  in  a  word,  till  \ve 
f'aw  it  burn  into  a  mere  block  or  log 
of  wood  ;  and  then  letting  the  dry  fo- 
rage to  it,  we  found  it  would  IK 
quite  con  fumed,  fo  we  began  to  think 
of  £oing  away  ;  but  the  Scotfman  (aid, 

*  No,  we  muil  not  go  ;   for  thefc  poor 
'  deluded  wretches  will  all  throw  thcm- 

*  felves  into  the  fire,  and  burn  them- 
'  felves  with  the  idol.*  So  we  refolved 
to  (lay  till  the  forage  was  burnt  down 
too,  and  then  we  came  away  and  kit 
them. 

In  the  morning  we  appeared  amour* 
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fellow-travellers,  exceeding  bufy  in 
getting  ready  for  our  journey ;  nor  could 
any  man  fuggeft  that  we  had  been  any 
where  but  in  our  beds,  as  travellers 
might  be  fuppofed  to  be,  to  fit  them- 
felves  for  the  fatigues  of  that  day's 
journey. 

But  it  did  not  end  fo  j  for  the  next 
day  came  a  great  multitude  of  the  coun- 
try-people, not  only  of  this  village,  but 
of  a  hundred  more,  for  aught  I  know, 
to  the  town -gates  ;  and  in  a  moft  out- 
rageous manner,  demanded  fatisfaclion 
of  the  Ruffian  governor,  for  the  in- 
fulting  their  priefts,  and  burning  their 
great  Cham-Chi-Thaungu  $  fuch  an 
hard  name  they  gave  the  monftrous 
creature  they  worshipped.  The  people 
of  Nertzinfkay  were  at  firft  in  a  great 
«on(lernation  j  for  they  faid  the  Tar- 
tars were  no  lefs  than  thirty-thouiand, 
and  that  in  a  few  days  more  they  would 
fee  one  hundred  thoufand  ftrong. 

The  Ruffian  governor  fent  out  mef- 
fengers  to  appeale  them,  and  gave  them 
all  the  good  words  imaginable.  He  af- 
fured  them  he  knew  nothing  of  it,  and 
that  there  had  not  a  foul  of  his  garrifon 
b«en  abroad  j  that  it  could  not  be  from 
anybody  there  j  and  if  they  would  let 
him  know  who  it  was,  they  mould  be 
exemplanly  puniflicd.  They  returned, 
haughtily,  that  all  the  country  reveren- 
ced the  great  Cham-Chi-Thaungu,  who 
dwelt  in  the  fun,  and  no  mortal  would 
have  dared  to  offer  violence  to  his  image 
but  fome  Chrlftian  mifcreant  j  fo  they 
called  them,  it  feems  j  and  they  therefore 
denounced  war  againft  him,  and  all 
the  Ruffians  who  they  faid  were  mif- 
creants  and  Chriftians. 

The  governor,  ftill  patient,  and  un- 
willing to  make  a  breach,  or  to  have  any 
caufe  of  war  alledged  to  be  given  by 
him,  the  czar  having  ftraightly  charged 
him  to  treat  the  conquered  country  with 
gentlenefs  and  civility,  gave  them  ftill 
all  the  good  words  he  could  ;  .at  laft  he 
told  them,  there  was  a  caravan  gone  to- 
wards Ruffia  that  morning,  and  perhaps 
it  was  fome  of  them,  who  had  done 
them  this  injury ;  and  that,  if  they 
•would  be  fatisfied'with  that,  he  would 
fend  after  them  to  enquire  into  it.  This 
feemed  to  appeafe  them  a  little;  and  ac- 
cordingly the  governor  fent  after  us, 
and  gave  us  a  particular  account  how 
tke  thing  was  ;  intimating  withal,  that 
if  any  in  our  caravan  had  done  it,  they 
Should  make  their  efcap^j  but  that, 
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whether  they  had  done  it  or  no,  we 
mould  make  all  the.  hafte  forward  that 
was  poffible;  and  that,  in  the  mean 
time,  he  would  keep  them  in  play  a* 
long  as  he  could. 

This  was  very  friendly  in  the  go- 
vernor. However,  when  it  came  to 
the  caravan,  there  was  nobody  knew 
any  thing  of  the  matter  j  and,  as  for 
us  that  were  guilty,  we  were  the  leaft 
of  all  fufpe£led ;  none  fo  much  as  aflc- 
ed  us  a  queftion  :  however,  the  captain 
of  the  caravan,  for  the  time,  took  the 
hint  that  the  governor  gave  us,  and  we 
marched  or  travelled  two  days  and  two 
nights  without  any  confiderable  Hop, 
arid  then  we  lay  at  a  village  called  Plo- 
thus  j  nor  did  we  make  any  long  ftop 
here,  but  haftened  on  towards  Jarawena, 
another  of  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy's  co- 
lonies, and  where  we  expecled  we 
fliould  tie  fafe.  But  it  is  to  be,  obierved, 
that  here  we  began,  for  two  or  three 
days  march,  to  enter  upon  a  vaftname- 
lefs  defart,  of  which  I  fhall  fay  more 
%in  it's  place ;  and  which,  if  we  had  now 
been  upon  it,  it  is  more  than  probable 
we  had  been  all  deftroyed.  It  was  the 
fecond  day's  march  from  Plothus,  that, 
by  the  clouds  of  duft  behind  us  at  a 
great  diftance,  fome  of  our  people  be- 
gan to  be  fenfibie  we  were  punueci. 
We  had  entered  the  defart,  and  had  pai- 
fed  by  a  great  lake  called  Schanks  Ofier. 
when  we  perceived  a  very  great  body  of 
horfe  appear  on  the  other  fide  of  the  lake 
to  the  north,  we  travelling  weft.  We 
obferved  they  went  away  weft,  as  we 
didj  but  had  fuppofed  we  fliould  have 
taken  that  fide  of  the  lake,  whereas  we 
very  happily  took  the  fouth  fide,  and 
in  two  days  more  we  law  them  not,  for 
they,  believing  we  were  ftill  before  them, 
pumed  on,  till  they  came  to  the  river 
Udda.  This  is  a  very  great  river  when 
it  pafTes  farther  north ;  but  when  we 
came  to  it,  we  found  it  narrow  and 
fordable. 

The  third  day  they  either  found  their 
miftakc,  or  had  intelligence  of  usj  and 
came  pouring  in  upon  us  towards  the 
duik  of  the  evening.  We  had,  to  our 
great  fatisfaclion,  juft  pitched  upon  a. 
place  for  our  camp,  which  was  very 
convenient  for  the  night  j  for  as  we 
were  upon  a  defart,  though  but  at  the 
beginning  of  it,  that  was  above  five 
hundred  milts  over,  \ve  had  no  towns 
to  lodge  at,  and  indeed  expected  none 
bur  the  city  Jaraweaa,  \vhich  we  had 

yet 
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yet  two  days  march  to'.  The  dcfart, 
however,  had  feme  few  woods  in  it  on 
this  fide,  and  little  rivers,  which  ran 
all  into  the  great  river  Udda.  It  was 
in  a  narrow  ftrait  between  two  final  I 
but  very  thick  woods,  that  we  pitched 
our  little  camp  for  that  night,  expect- 
ing to  be  attacked  in  the  night. 

Nobody  knew,  but  ourfelves,  what 
\ve  were  purfued  for ;  but  as  it  was 
ufual  for  the  Mogul  Tartars  to  go 
about  in  troops  in  that  defart,  fo  the 
caravans  always  fortify  themfclves  every 
night  again  It  them,  as  againft  armies 
of  robbers;  and  it  was  therefore  no 
new  thing  to  be  puriued. 

But  we  had  this  night,  of  all  the 
nights  of  our  travels,  a  moft  advan- 
tageous camp  ;  for  we  lay  between  two 
•woods,  with  a  little  rivulet  running  jutfc 
before  our  front ;  fo  that  we  could  not 
be  fin-rounded  or  attacked  any  way, 
but  in  our  front  ©r  rear  :  we  took  care 
allb  to  make  our  front  as  ftrong  as  we 
could,  by  placing  our  packs,  with  our 
camels  and  horfes,  all  in  a  line  on  the 
infide  of  the  river,  and  we  felled  fome 
trees  in  our  rear. 

In  this  pofture  we  encamped  for  the 
night;  but  the  enemy  was  upon  us  be- 
fore we  had  riniflied  our  fituation  :  they 
did  not  come  on  us  like  thieves,  as  we 
fexpecled,  but  lent  three  meifengers  to 
Its,  to  demand  the  men  to  be  delivered 
to  them,  that  had  abufed  their  prieft 
and  burnt  their  god  Cham-Chi-Thaun- 
gu,  that  they  might  burn  them  with 
fire ;  and,  upon  this,  they  laid  they 
•would  go  away,  and  do  us.  no  farther 
harm,  otherwife  they  would  burn  us  all 
v/ith  fire.  Our  men  looked  very  blank 
at  this  menage,  and  began  to  dare  at  one 
another,  to  fee  who  looked  with  moft 
guilt  in  their  faces;  but  nobody  was 
the  word,  nobody  did  it.  The  leader 
of  the  caravan  fcnt  word,  he  was  well 
aflured  it  was  not  done  by  any  of  our 
camp;  that  we  were  peaceable  mer- 
chants travelling  on  our  bufinefs  ;  that 
we  had  done  no  harm  to  them,  or  to 
any  one  c lie  ;  and  therefore  they  muft 
look  farther  for  their  enemies  who  had 
injured  them,  for  we  were  not  the  peo- 
ple: fo  de fired  them  not  TO  dilturb 
us ;  for  if  they  did,  we  (hould  defond 
ourfelves. 

They  were  far  from  bein£  fa'i^fi^d 
with  this  for  an  an  fiver,  and  a  great 
croud  of  them  CMIT;  d"\vn  in  the 
morning,  by  brcr»k  of  day,  tc  our 


camp ;  but,  feeing  us  in  fuch  an  ad- 
vantageous fituation,  they  dtirft  conte 
no  farther  than  the  brook  in  our  front, 
where  they  Hood,  and  (hewed  us  fuch 
a  number,  as,  indeed,  terrified  us  very 
much  ;  for  thofe  that  fpoke  leaft  of 
them,  fpoke  of  ten  thoufand.  Here 
they  (rood,  and  looked  at  us  a  while, 
and  then  letting  up  a  great  howl,  they 
let  fly  a  cloud  of  arrows  among  us  ; 
but  we  were  well  enough  fortified  for 
that,  for  we  were  fheltered  under  our 
baggage  j  and  I  do  not  remember  that 
one  man  of  us  was  hurt. 

Some  time  after  this,  we  faw  them 
move  a  little  to  our  right,  and  expe6l- 
ed  them  on  the  rear,  when  a  cunning 
fellow,  a  Co/Tack,  as  they  call  them, 
of  Jarawena,  in  the  pay  of  the  Mufco- 
vites,  calling  to  the  leader  of  the  ca- 
ravan, faid  to  him,  *  I  will  go  fend  alt 
'  thefe  people  away  to  Sibeilka.'  This 
was  a  city  four  or  five  days  journey, 
at  leaft,  to  the  fouth,  and  rather  be- 
hind us.  So  he  takes  his  bow  and 
arrows ;  and,  getting  on  horfeback, 
he  rides  away  from  our  rear  direclly, 
as  it  were,  back  to  Nertzinikay ;  after 
this,  he  takes  a  great  circuit  about,  and 
comes  to  the  army  of  the  Tartars,  as 
if  he  had  been  fu-nt  exprels  to  tell  them 
a  long  ftory,  that  the  people  who  had 
burnt  their  Cham- Chi -Thaungu  were 
gone  to  Sibeilka  with  a  caravan  of 
mifcreants,  as  he  called  them;  that  is 
to  fay,  Chriftians;  and  that  they  were 
refolved  to  burn  the  god  Seal-liar  be- 
longing to  the  Tongufes. 

As  this  fellow  was  a  mere  Tartar, 
and  perfectly  fpoke  their  language,  IIP 
counterfeited  fo  well,  that  they  all 
took  it  from  him,  and  away  they  drove 
in  a  molt  violent  hurry  to  Sibeilka, 
which  it  feems  was  five  days  journey 
to  the  fouth,  and  in  lefs  than  three 
hours  they  were  entirely  out  of  our 
light,  and  we  never  heard  any  more 
of  them,  nor  ever  knew  whether  they 
went  to  that  other  place  called  Sibeilka 
or  not. 

S)  we  parted  fafely  on  to  the  city  of 
Jarawena,  where  there  was  a  garrilbn 
of  Mufcovitcs  j  and  there  we  relied 
ft^:  days,  the  caravan  being  exceed- 
ingly fatigued  with  the  lalt  day*3 
march,  and  with  want  of  red  in  the 
night. 

'From  this  city  we  had  a  frightful 
delart,  which  held  us  three  and  twen- 
ty days  mavch.  We  furnimed  our- 
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feWes  with  fome  tents  here,  for  the 
better  accommodating  ourfelves  in  the 
night  ;  and  the  leader  of  the  cafavan 
procured  iixteen  carriages,  or  waggons, 
of  the  country,  for  carrying  our  wa- 
ter and  provifions  :  and  thefe  carriages 
were  our  defence  every  night  round 
our  little  camp;  Ib  that  had  the  Tar- 
tars appeared,  unlefs  they  had  been 
very  numerous  indeed,  they  would  not 
have  been  able  to  hurt  us. 

We  may  well  be  fuppofed  to  want 
reft  again  after  this  long  journey;  for 
in  this  defart  we  faw  neither  houfe  nor 
tree,  nor  icarce  a  bufh  ;  we  faw,  indeed, 
abundance  of  the  fable-hunters,  as  they 
called  them  :  thefe  are  all  Tartars  of 
the  Mogul  Tartary,  of  which  this 
country  is  a  part,  and  they  frequently 
attack  frnall  caravans  ;  but  we  faw  no 
numbers  of  them  together.  I  was  cu- 
rious to  fee  the  fable- fkins  they  catch- 
ed;  but  I  could  never  fpeak  with  any 
of  them  ;  for  they  durft  not  come  near 
Us,  neither  durtt  we-ftraggle  from  our 
company  to  go  near  them. 

After  we  had  parted  this  defart,  we 
came  into  a  country  pretty  well  inha- 
bited; that  is  to  fay,  we  found  towns 
and  caftles  fettled  by  the  Cfar  of  Muf- 
covy,  with  garrifons  of  ftationary  fol- 
diers  to  protect  the  caravans,  and  defend 
the  country  againft  the  Tartars,  who 
would  otherwile  make  it  very  dange- 
rous travelling;  and  his  czarifh  rnajefty 
has  given  fuch  ftricl  orders  for  the  well 
guarding  the  caravans  and  merchants, 
that  if  there  are  any  Tartars  heard  of 
in  the  country,  detachments  of  the 
garrifon  are  always  fent  to  fee  tra- 
vellers fafe  from  Itation  to  ftation. 

And  thus  the  governor  of  Adinflcoy, 
whom  I  had  an  opportunity  to  make  a 
vifit  to,  by  means  of  the  Scotch  mer-> 
chant  who  was  acquainted  with  him, 
offered  us  a  guard  of  fifty  men,  if  we 
thought  there  was  any  danger,  to  the 
next  ftation. 

I  thought,  long  before  this,  that  as 
5ve  came  nearer  to  Europe  we  mould 
find  the  country  better  peopled,  and 
the  people  more  civilized  ;  but  I  found 
myfelf  miftaken  in  both,  for  vve  had 
yet  the  nation  of  the  Tonguefes  to  pafs 
through,  where  we  faw  the  fame  to- 
kens of  paganifm  and  barbarity,  or 
worfe,  than  before;  only  as  they  were 
conquered  by  the  Mulcovites,  and  en- 
tirely reduced,  they  were  not  fo  dan- 
gerous j  but  for  the  rudenei's  of  man- 


ners, idolatry,  and  potytheifm,  no  peo- 
ple in  the  world  ever  went  beyond 
them.  They  are  cloathed  all  in  /kins 
of  beafts,  and  their  houfes  are  built  of 
the  fame.  You  know  not  a  man  from 
a  woman,  neither  by  the  riiggednefs 
of  their  countenances,  or  their  cloaths  ; 
and  in  the  winter,  when  the  ground  is 
covered  with  fnow,  they  live  under 
ground  in  houfes  like  vaults,  which 
have  cavities  or  cave$  going  from  one 
to  another. 

If  the  Tartars  had  their  Cham-Chi- 
Thaungu  for  a  whole  village  or  coun- 
try, thefe  had  idols  irt  every  hut  and 
every  cave ;  befides,  they  worfllip  the 
ftars,  the  fun,  the  water,  the  fnovv; 
and,  in  a  word,  every  thing  that  they 
do  not  underftand,  and  they  underftand 
but  very  little;  fo  that  almoft  every 
element,  every  uncommon  thing,  fets 
them  a  facrificing. 

But  I  am  no  more  to  defcribe  people 
than  countries,  any  farther  than  my 
own  ftory  comes  to  be  concerned  ia 
them.  I  met  with  nothing  peculiar 
to  myfelf  in  all  this  country,  which  I 
reckon  was  from  the  defart  which  I 
fpoke  of  laft  at  leaft  four  hundred 
miles,  half  of  it  being  another  defart, 
which  took  us  up  twelve  days  fevefe 
travelling,  without  houfe,  tree,  or  bum  j 
but  we  were  obliged  again  to  carry  6ur 
own  provifions,  as  well  water  as  bread. 
After  we  were  out  of  this  defart,  rind 
had  travelled  two  days,  we  came  to 
Janezay,  a  Mufcovite  city  or  ftation^ 
on  the  great  River  Janezay.  This 
river,  they  told  us,  parted  Europe  from 
Afia,  though  our  map-makefs,  as  I 
am  told,  do  not  agree  to  it  ;  however, 
it  is  certainly  the  eaftern  boundary  of 
the  ancient  Siberia,  which  now  rhakes 
a  province  only  of  the  vaft  Mufcovite 
empire,  but  is  itfelf  equal  in  bignefs 
to  the  whole  empire  of  Germany. 

And  yet  here  I  obferved  ignorance 
and  paganifm  itill  prevailed,  except 
in  the  Mufcovite  garrifons.  All  the 
country  between  the  River  Oby  and 
the  River  Janezay  is  as  entirely  Pa- 
gans, and  the  people  as  barbarous,  as 
the  remoteft  of  the  Tartars  ;  nay,  as 
any  nation,  for  aught  I  know,  in  Afia 
or  America.  I  alib  found,  which  I 
obferved  to  the  Mufcovite  governors 
whom  I  had  opportunity  to  converfe 
with,  that  the  Pagans  are  not  much 
the  wifer,  or  the  nearer  Chriftianity, 
for  being  under  the  Mufcovite  govern- 
N  n  rn£nt: 
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ment  j  which  they  acknowledged  was 
true  enough:  but  they  laid  it  was  none 
of  thfiir  bufinefs  ;  that  if  the  cz  u-  ex- 
pcftcdto  convert  his  Siberian,  or  Ton- 
guefe,  or  Tartar  fubjefts,  it  mould  be 
done  by  fending  clergymen  among 
them,  not  foldiers  j  and  they  added, 
with  more  hncerity  than  I  expe6led, 
that  they  found  it  was  not  fo  much  the 
concern  of  their  monarch  to  make  the 
people  Chriftians,  as  it  was  to  make 
them  fubjefts. 

From  this  river  to  the  great  River 
Oby,  we  croffed  a  wild  uncultivated 
country;  I  cannot  fay  it  is  a  barba- 
rous foil,  it  is  only  barren  of  people 
and  good  management,  otherwise  it  is 
in  itfelf  a  moft  pleafant,  fruitful,  and 
agreeable  country.  What  inhabitants 
we  found  in  it  are  all  Pagans,  except 
fuch  as  are  fent  among  them  from 
Ruflia  ;  for  this  is  the  country,  I  mean 
on  both  fides  the  River  Oby,  whither 
the  Mufcovite  criminals  that  are  not 
put  to  death  are  banifhed,  and  from 
whence  it  is  next  to  impoflible  they 
Jhould  ever  come  away. 

I  have  nothing  material  to  fay  of  my 
particular  affairs,  till  I  came  to  To- 
bolfki,  the  capital  of  Siberia,  where  I 
continued  fonae  time  on  the  following 
occalion. 

We  had  been  now  almoft  feven 
months  on  our  journey,  and  winter 
began  to  come  on  apace  ;  whereupon 
HIV  partner  and  1  called  a  council  about 
our  particular  affairs,  in  which  we 
found  it  proper,  confidering  that  we 
were  bound  for  England,  and  not  for 
JMofco\v,  to  confider  how  todifpofeof 
ourfelves.  They  told  us  of  fledges  and 
rein-deer  to  carry  us  over  the  (how  in 
the  winter-time  j  and,  indeed,  they 
Jhave  fuch  things  as  it  would  be  incre- 
dible to  relate  the  particulars  of,  by 
•which  means  the  Ruffians  travel  move 
in  the  winter  than  they  can  in  lum- 
mer  ;  becaufe  in  thefe  fltdges  they  are 
able  to  run  night  and  d.iy :  the  ihow 
being  fiozen,  is  one  univeffal  covering 
to  nature,  by  which  the  hills,  the  vales, 
the  rivers,  the  lakes,  are  all  Imooth, 
and  hard  as  a  (tone  ;  and  they  run 
upon  the  furface  without  any  regard  to 
what  is  underneath. 

But  I  had  ,no  occafion  to  pufli  at  a 
winter  journey  of  this  kind;  I  was 
bound  to  England,  not  to  Mofcow, 
snd  my  route  lay  two  ways  ;  either  I 
rouft  go  on  as  the  caravan  went  till  I 


came  to  Jariflaw,  and  then  go  ofF  weft 
for  Narva  and  the  gulph  of  Finland, 
and  fo  either  by  lea  orland  to  Dant/ick, 
where  I  might  poflibly  fell  my  China 
cargo  to  good  advantage  j  or  I  mutt 
leave  the  caravan  at  a  little  town  on 
the  Dwina,  from  whence  I  had  but 
fix  days  by  water  to  {Archangel,  and 
from  thence  might  be  fure  of  (hipping, 
either  to  England,  Holland,  or  Ham- 
burgh. 

Now,  to  go  any  of  thefe  journies  in 
the  winter  would  have  been  prepofte- 
rous;  for  as  to  Dantzick,  the  Baltick 
would  be  frozen  up,  and  I  could  not 
get  paflage  ;  and  to  £o  by  land  in  thefe 
countries  was  far  lefs  fafe  than  among 
the  Mogul  Tartars  ;  likewife  to  Arch- 
angel in  O&ober,  all  the  mips  would 
be  gone  from  thence,  and  even  the 
merchants  who  dwell  there  in  fummer, 
retire  fouth  to  Mofcow  in  the  winter, 
when  the  mips  are  gone ;  fo  that  I 
fhould  have  nothing  but  extremity  of 
cold  to  encounter  with,  with  a  fcarcity 
of  provifions,  and  muit  lie  there  in  an 
empty  town  all  the  winter.  So  that 
upon  the  whole  I  thought  it  much  my 
better  way  to  let  the  caravan  go,  and 
to  make  provifion  to  winter  where  I 
was  ;  viz.  at  Tobolfki,  in  Siberia,  in 
the  latitude  of  60  degrees,  where  I 
was  fure  of  three  things  to  wear  out  a 
cold  winter  with  ;  viz.  plenty  of  pro- 
vifions, fuch  as  the  country  afforded, 
a  warm  houfe,  with  fuel  enough,  and 
excellent  company  j  of  all  which  I 
mail  give  a  full  account  in  it's  place. 

I  was  now  in  a  quite  different  cli- 
mate from  my  beloved  ifland,  where  I 
never  felt  cold,  except  wfeen  I  had  my 
ague  j  on  the  contrary,  I  had  much  to 
do  to  bear  my  cloaths  on  my  back, 
and  never  made  any  fire  but  without 
doors,  and  my  necefllty,  in  drefling 
my  food,  Sec.  Now  I  made  me  three 
good  velts,  with  large  robes  or  gowns 
over  them  to  hang  down  to  the  feet, 
and  button  clofe  to  the  wrifts,  and  all 
thefe  lined  with  furs,  to  make  them 
iufficiently  warm* 

As  to  a  warm  houfe,  I  muft  confefs 
I  greatly  diflike  our  way  in  England, 
of  making  fires  in  every  room  in  the 
houfe  in  open  chimneys,  which,  when 
the  fiix  was  out,  always  kept  the  air 
in  the  ioom  cold  as  the  climate.  But 
taking  an  apartment  in  a  good  houfe 
in  the  town,  I  ordered  a  chimney  to 
be  built  like  a  furnace  in  the  Centre  of 
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4x  feveral  rooms,  like  a  (love;  the 
funnel  to  carry  the  fmoak  went  up  one 
way,  the  door  to  come  at  the  fire  went 
in  another,  and  all  the  rooms  were 
kept  equally  warm,  but  no  fire  feen  ; 
like  as  they  heat  the  bagnios  in  Eng- 
land. 

By  this  means  we  had  always  the 
fame  climate  in  all  the  rooms,  and  an 
equal  heat  was  preferved  j  and  how 
cold  foever  it  was  without,  it  was  al- 
ways warm  within  ;  and  yet  we  faw 
no  fire,  nor  were  ever  incommoded 
with  any  fmoke. 

The  moft  wonderful  thing  of  all 
was,  that  it  fliould  be  poffible  to  meet 
with  good  company  here,  in  a  coun- 
try fo  barbarous  as  that  of  the  moft 
northerly  parts  of  Europe,  near  the 
Frozen  Ocean,  and  within  but  a  very 
few  degrees  of  Nova  Zembla. 

But  this  being  the  country  where  the 
ftate  criminals  of  Mufcovy,  as  I  ob- 
ferved  before,  are  all  baniflied,  this 
city  was  full  of  noblemen,  princes, 
gentlemen,  colonels,  and  in  fhort,  all 
degrees  of  the  nobility,  gentry,  fol- 
diery,  and  courtiers  of  Mufcovy.  Here 
were  the  famous  Prince  Galilfken,  or 
Galoffken,  and  his  fon  ;  the  old  gene- 
ral Roboftifky,  and  feveral  other  per- 
fons  of  note,  and  fome  ladies. 

By  means  of  my  Scotch  merchant, 
whom,  neverthelefs,  I  parted  with  here, 
I  made  an  acquaintance  with  feveral  of 
thefe  gentlemen,  and  fome  of  them  of 
the  firft  rank ;  and  from  thefe,  in  the 
long  winter  nights  in  which  I  ftayed 
here,  I  received  feveral  agreeable  vilits. 
It  was  talking  one  night  with  a  cer- 
tain prince,  one  of  the  baniflied  mini- 
fters  of  ftate  belonging  to  the  Czar  of 
Mufcovy,  that  my  talk  of  my  parti- 
cular cafe  began.  He  had  been  telling 
me  abundance  of  fine  things,  of  the 
greatnefs,  the  magnificence,  and  do- 
minions, and  the  abfolute  power  of  the 
Emperor  of  the  Ruffians.  I  interrupted 
him,  and  told  him,  I  was  a  greater 
and  more  powerful  prince  than  ever 
the  Czar  of  Mufcovy  was,  though  my 
dominions  were  not  fo  large,  or  my 
people  fo  many.  The  Ruffian  grandee 
looked  a  little  ftirprized;  and,  fixing 
his  eyes  fteadily  upon  me,  began  to 
wonder  what  I  meant. 

I  told  him,  his  wonder  would  ceafe 
when  I  had  explained  myfelf.  Fiift, 
I  told  him,  I  had  the  abfolute  difpo- 
fal  of  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  all  my 


fubjecls  :  that  notwithstanding  my  ab- 
folute  power,  I  had  not  one  perfon  dif- 
affecled  to  my  government  or  to  my 
perfon  in  all  my  dominions.  He  fhook 
his  head  at  tlut,  and  laid,  there,  in* 
deed,  I  out-did  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy. 
I  told  him,  that  all  the  lands  in  my 
kingdom  were  my  own,  and  all  1717 
fubjects  were  not  only  my  tenants, 
but  tenants  at  \vill :  that  they  would 
all  fight  for  me  to  the  laft  drop ;  and 
that  never  tyrant,  for  luch  I  acknow- 
ledged myfelf  to  be,  was  ever  Ib  uni- 
verfally  beloved,  and  yet  ib  horribly 
feared,  by  his  fubjecis. 

After  amuhng  them  with  thefe  rid- 
dles in  government  for  awhile,  I  open- 
ed the  cafe,  and  told  them  the  ftory  at 
large,  of  my  living  in  the  ifland,  and 
how  I  managed  both  myfelf  and  the 
people  there  that  were  under  me,  iuft 
as  I  have  fince  minuted  it  down.  They 
were  exceedingly  taken  with  the  ftory, 
and  efpecially  the  prince,  who  told 
me  with  a  figh,  that  the  true  greatnefs 
of  life  was  to  be  matter  of  ourfelvesj 
that  he  would  hot  have  exchanged  fuch 
a  llate  of  life  as  mine  to  have  been 
Czar  of  Mufcovy  ;  and  that  he  found 
more  felicity  in  the  retirement  he  feem- 
ed  to  be  banifhed  to  there,  than  ever 
he  found  in  the  higheil  authority  he 
enjoyed  in  the  court  of  m"s  mafter  the 
czar :  that  the  height  of  human  wif- 
dom  was  to  bring  our  tempers  down 
to  cur  circumftances,  and  to  make  a 
calm  within,  under  the  weight  of  the 
greateil dorm  without.  When  became 
firft  hither,  he  faid,  he  ufed  to  tear  the 
hair  from  his  head,  and  the  cloaths 
from  his  back,  as  others  had  done  be- 
fore him;  but  a  little  time  and  confi- 
deration  had  made  him  look  into  him- 
felf,  as  well  as  round  himfelf,  to  things 
without.  That  he  found  the  mind  of 
man,  if  it  was  but  once  brought  to  re- 
flect upon  the  ftate  of  univerfal  life, 
and  how  little  this  world  was  con- 
cerned in  it's  true  felicity,  was  per- 
fectly capable  of  making  a  felicity  for 
itfelf.  fully  fatisfying  to  itfrlf,  and 
fuitable  to  it's  own  beft  ends  and  de- 
fires,  with  but  very  little  aflTftance 
from  the  world.  That  air  to  breathe 
in,  food  to  fuftain  life,  cloaths  for 
warmth,  and  liberty  for  exercife,  in 
order  to  health,  compleated,  in  his 
opinion,  all  that  the  world  could  do 
for  us  j  and  though  the  greatnefs,  the 
authority,  the  riches,  and  die  pleafures, 
N  n  z  which 
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which  fome  enjoyed  in  the  world,  and 
•which  he  had  enjoyed  his  mare  of, 
had  much  in  them  that  was  agreeable 
to  us,  yet  he  obferved,  that  all  thofe 
things  chiefly  gratified  the  coarfefFof 
our  affections  j  fuch  as  our  ambition, 
our  particular  pride,  our  avarice,  our 
vanity,  and  our  fenfuality,  (all  which 
were,  indeed,  the  mere  product  of  the 
worft  part  of  man)  were  in  themfelves 
crimes,  and  had  in  {hem  the  feeds  of 
all  manner  of  crimes;  but  neither 
were  related  to,  or  concerned  with, 
any  of  thofe  virtues  that  conftituted  us 
wife  men,  or  of  thofe  graces  which  cli- 
ilinguifned  us  as  Chriftians.  That  be- 
ing now  deprived  of  all  the  fancied 
felicity,  which  he  enjoyed  in  the  full 
exercife  of  all  thofe  vices,  he  faid,  he 
was  at  leifure  to  look  upon  the  dark 
fide  of  them,  where  he  found  all  man- 
ner of  deformity  j  and  WHS  now  con- 
vinced, that  virtue  only  nrnkes  a  man 
truly  wife,  rich,  and  gi'sat,  and  pre- 
ferves  him  in  the  way  to  a  fuperior 
happinefs  in  a  future  ftate  ;  and  in 
this,  he  faid,  they  were  more  happy 
in  their  banifhment  than  all  their  ene- 
mies were,  who  had  the  full  poflefTion 
of  all  the  wealth  and  power  that  they 
(the  banifhed)  had  left  behind  him. 

'  Nor,  Sir,"1  faid  he,  *  do  I  bring  my 
'  mind  to  this  politically,  by  the  ne- 
'  ceflity  of  my  circumftances,  which 
'  fome  call  miserable  ;  but  if  I  know 
'  any  thing  ol  inyfelf,  I  would  not  go 
«  back,  no,  not  though  my  mafter,  the 
«  czar,  mould  call  me,  and  offer  to- 
'  reinftate  me  in  all  my  former  gran- 

*  deur ;  I  fay,  I  would  no  more  go 
'  back  to  it,  than  I  believe   my  foul, 

*  when  it  mall  be  delivered  from  this 

*  prifon  of  the  body,  and  lias  had  a 

*  tafte  of  the  glorious  (late  beyond  life, 
'  would  come  back  to  the  gaol  of  flefh 

*  and  blood  it  is  now  inclofed  in,  and 
'  leave  Heaven  to  deal  in  the  dirt  and 

*  grime  of  human  affairs.* 

He  fpakethis  with  fo  much  warmth 
in  lus  temper,  fo  much  earneftnefs  and 
motion  of  his  fphits,  which  were  ap- 
parent in  his  countenance,  that  it  was 
evident  it  was  the  true  fenfe  of  his  foul. 
And,  indeed,  there  was  no  room  to 
do.ibt  his  fincerity. 

I  told  him,  I  once  thought  myfelf  a 
kind  of  a  monarch  in  my  old  ftation, 
of  which  I  had  given  him  an  account, 
but  that  T  thought  he  was  not  H  mo- 
narch only,  but  a  great  conqueror  j 


for  that  he  that  has  got  a  victory  over 
his  own  exorbitant  defires,  and  has  the 
abfolute  dominion  over  himfelf,  and 
whofe  reafon  entirely  governs  his  will, 
is  certainly  greater  than  he  that  con- 
quers a  c?ty.  '  But,  my  lord,'  faid 
1,  «'  mall  I  take  the  liberty  to  afk  you 

*  a  queftion  ?' — «  With  all  my  heart/ 
faid  he.     *  If  the  door  of  your  liberty 
'  was  opened/  faid  I,  c  would  not  you 
'  take  hold  of  it  to  deliver  yourfelf 
'  from  this  exile  ?' 

*  Hold  !'  faid  he  ;   '  your  queftion  is 

<  fubtle,  and  requires  fome  ferious  juft 
'  diftinctions,  to  give  it   a  fmcere  an- 
'  fwer  ;  and   I  will  give  it   you  from 
'  the  bottom   of  my  hear.t.    .Nothing 
'  that  J  know  of  in  this  world  would 

*  move  me  to  deliver  myfelf  from  this 
c  ftate  of  banimment,  except  thefe  two: 
1   ift,  The  enjoyment  of  my  relations  j 

<  and,  2,dly,  A  little  warmer  climate. 
«  But  1  proteft  to  you,  that  to  go  back 

<  to  the  pomp  of  the  court,  the  glory, 

<  the  power,  the  hurry  of  a   minifter 
'  of  ftate  j  the  wealth,  the  gaiety,  and 
'  the  pleafures,  that  is  to  fay,  follies 
'  of  a  courtier;    if  my  mafter  mould 
«  fend  me  word  this  moment,  that  he 
'  reftores   me  to  all  he   banifhed    me 

*  from,  I   proteft,  if  I  know  myfelf 
'  at  all,  I  would   not   leave  this  wil- 

*  dernefs,  thefe  defarts,  and  thefe  fro- 

*  zeri  lakes,  for  the  palace   of  Mof- 
'  cow.' 

'  But,  my  lord,'  faid  I,  *  perhaps 
'  you  not  only  are  banifhed  from  the 
'  pleafures  of  the  court,  and  from  the 

*  power,  and  authority,    and  wealth, 
'  you    enjoyed   before,  but  you   may 

*  be  abfent  too  from  fome  of  the  con- 

*  veniences  of  life;   your  eftate,  per- 

*  haps,    confifcated,  and   your   effects 
'  plundered;  and  the  fupplies  left  you 

*  here  may  not  be  fuitable  to  the  or- 
'  clinary  demrinds  of  life." 

'  Aye,'  faid  he,  *  that  is  as  you  fup- 
'  pofe  me  to  be  a  lord,  or  a  prince, 

*  &c.   So,  indeed,  I  am  ;  but  you  are 
'  now  to  confider  me  only  as  a  in.tn, 
4  a  human  creature,   not  at  all  diltin- 
*'  guifhed  from  another;  and  fo  I  can 

*  fuffer  no  wnnt,  unit-Is  1  Ihouid  be 
'  vifited  with  ficknefs  andcliltcmpers. 

*  However,  to  put  the  queftion  out  of 

*  difpute;   you  fei*   our   manner:     we 
'  are  in  this  place  five  pci  fons  of  rank ; 
f  we  live   perfectly  retired,  as   Anted 
'  to   a   ftate   of  banimment;  we  have 

*  fomething   refcued    from    the   fhip- 

'  wreck 
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«  wreck  of  our  fortunes,  which  keeps 
us  from  the  mere  neceffity  of  hunt- 
ing for  our  food}   but  the  poor  fol- 
diers  who    are   here,    without  that 
help,  live  in  as  much  plenty  as  we. 
They  go  into  the  woods,  and  catch 
fables   and   foxes;    the   labour  of  a 
month  will  maintain  them   a  year  ; 
and  as  the  way  of  living  is  not  ex- 
pen  five,  fo  it  is  not  hard  to  get  fuf- 
ficient  to  ourfelves.     So  that  objec- 
tion is  out  of  doors/ 
I  have  not  room  to  give  a  full  ac- 
count of  the  moft  agreeable  conver- 
jfation  I  had  with  this  truly  great  man  ; 
jn  all  which  he   mewed  that  his  mind 
was  fo  infpired  with  a  fuperior  know- 
ledge of  things,  fo  Supported   by  reli- 
gion, as  well  as  by  a  vaft  mare  of  wif- 
dom,  that  his  contempt  of  the  world 
was  really  as  much  as  he  had  exprefled, 
and   that  he  was  always  the   fame  to 
it  he  laft  j  as  will  appear  in  the  ftory  I 
am  going  to  tell. 

I  had  been  here  eight  months,  and  a 
dark,  dreadful,  winter  I  thought  it  to 
be;  the  cold  was  fo  intenfe,  that  I 
could  not  fo  much  as  look  abroad, 
without  being  wrapped  infurs,  and  a 
jnaflc  of  fur  before  my  face,  or  rather 
a  hood,  with  only  a  hole  for  breath, 
and  two  for  fight.  The  little  day- 
light we  had  was,  as  we  reckoned,  for 
three  months,  not  above  five  hours  a 
day,  and  fix  at  molt;  only  that  the 
jfnow  lying  on  the  ground  continually, 
and  the  weather  clear,  it  was  never 
quite  dark.  Our  hcrfes  were  kept  (or 
rather  ftarvecl)  underground;  and,  as 
for  our  fervants  (for  we  hired  fervants 
here  to  look  after  our  horfes  and  felves) 
we  had  every  now  and  then  their  fingers 
and  toes  to  thaw  and  take  care  of,  left 
they  mould  mortify  and  fall  off. 

It  is  true,  within  doors  we  were 
warm,  the  houfes  being  clofe,  the  walk 
thick,  the  lights  fmall,  and  the  glafs 
all  double.  Our  food  was  chiefly  the 
flefh  of  deer,  dried  and  cured -in  the  fea- 
ibn  ;  good  bread  enough,  but  baked  as 
bifcuits ;  dried  fi!h  of  leveral  forts,  and 
ibme  flefh  of  mutton,  and  of  buffaloes, 
which  is  pretty  good  beef.  All  the  ftores 
of  provifions  for  the  winter  are  laid  up 
in  the  fummer,  and  well  cured:  our 
drink  was  water  mixed  with  aqua  <vit<z 
inftead  of  brandy;  and,  for  a  treat, 
mead  inftead  of  wine;  which,  however, 
they  have  excellent  good.  The  hunters, 
who  venture  abroad  all  weathers,  fre- 


quently brought  us  in  fiefli  venifon, 
very  fat  and  good ;  and  fometimes 
bears  flefh,  but  we  did  not  much  care 
for  the  lail.  We  had  a  good  ftock  of 
tea,  with  which  we  treated  our  friends 
as  above;  and,  in  a  word,  we  lived 
very  chearfully  and  well,  all  things 
confidered. 

It  was  now  March,  and  the  days 
grown  confiderably  longer,  and  the 
weather  at  Jeaft  tolerable  ;  fo  other  tra- 
vellers began  to  prepare  (ledges  to  cany 
them  over  the  fnow,  and  to  get  things 
ready  to  be  going:  but  my  meafures 
being  fixed,  as  I  laid,  for  Archangel, 
and  not  for  Mufcovy  or  the  Baltick, 
I  made  no  motion,  knowing  very  well, 
that  the  (hips  from  the  fouth  do  not  fet 
out  for  that  part  of  the  world  till  May 
or  June;  and  that  if  I  was  there  at  the 
beginning  of  Auguit,  it  would  be  as 
foon  as  any  (hips  would  be  ready  to  go 
away;  and  therefore,  I  fay,  I  made  no 
haite  to  be  gone,  as  others  did:  in  a 
word,  I  faw  a  great  many  people;  nay, 
all  the  travellers,  go  awuy  before  me. 
It  feems,  every  year  they  go  from 
thence  to  Mofcow  for  trade;  viz.  to 
carry  furs,  and  buy  neceffaries  with 
them,  which  they  bring  back  to  fur- 
nim  their  mops  :  alfo  others  went  on 
the  iame  errand  to  Archangel;  but 
then  they  alfo,  being  to  come  back 
again  above  eight  hundred  miles,  went 
all  out  before  me. 

In  fhort,  about  the  latter  end  of 
May,  I  began  to  make  all  ready  to 
pack  up;  and  as  I  was  doing  this,  it 
occurred  to  me,  that  feeing  all  thefe 
people  were  banimed  by  the  Czar  of 
Mufcovy  to  Siberia,  and  yet,  when 
they  came  there,  were  at  liberty  to  go 
whither  they  would  ;  why  did  they  not 
then  go  away  to  any  part  of  the  world 
wherever  they  thought  fit.  And  I  be- 
gan to  examine  what  (hould  hinder 
them  from  making  fuch  an  atte-mpt. 

But  my  wonder  was  over,   when  I 
entered  upon  that  fubjeft  with  the  per- 
fon  I  have  mentioned,  who  an  Are  red 
me  thus:    «  Confider,  firft,  Sir,1  laid 
he,   '  the  place  where  we  are;   and,  fe- 
condly,  the  condition  we  are  in  ;  efpe- 
cialjy  the   generality  of  the   people 
who  are  baniihed  hither.     We  are 
furrounded,*  faid  he,  *  with  ftronger 
things  than  bars  and  bolts  ;  on  the 
north  fide  is  an  unnavigable  ocean, 
where    (hip    never   failed,    and    boat 
never  f\vam  ;  neither,  if  we  had  both, 
*  could 
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could  we  know  whither  to  go  with 
them.  Every  other  way,'  laid  he,  *  we 
have  above  a  thoufand  miles  to  pals 
through  the  czar's  own  dominions, 
and  by  ways  utterly  impallable,  ex- 
cept by  the  roads  made  by  the  go- 
vernment,  and   through   the  towns 
garrifoned  by  his  troops  j  fo  that  we 
could  neither  pals  undifcovered  by 
the  road,  or  fubfift  any  other  way ; 
fo  that  it  is  in  vain  to  attempt  it.' 
I  was  filenced,  indeed,  at  oncle,  and 
found  that  they  were  in  a  prifon,  every 
jot  as  fecure  as  if  they  had  been  lock- 
ed up  in  the  caftle  of  Mofcow  :   how- 
ever, it  came  info  my  thoughts,  that  I 
might  certainly  be  made   an    inftru- 
ment  to  procure  the  efcape  of  this  ex- 
cellent perfon,  and  that  it  was  very  eafy 
for  me  to  carry  him  away,  there  being 
no  guard  over  him   in  the  country; 
and  as  I  was  not  going  to  Mofcow, 
but  to  Archangel,  and  that  I  went  in 
the  nature  of  a  caravan,  by  which  I 
was  not  obliged  to  lie  in  tlae  ftationary 
towns  in  the  defart,  but  could  encamp 
every  night  where  I  would,  we  might 
eafily  pals  uninterrupted  to  Archangel, 
where  I  could  immediately  fee u re  him 
on  board  an  Englifh   or  Dutch  fhip, 
and  carry  him  oft"  fafe  along  with  me  ; 
and,   as  to  his  fubfillence,  and  other 
particulars,  that   mould  be   my  care, 
till  he  mould  better  fupply  himfelf. 

He  heard  me  very  attentively,   and 
looked  earneftly  on  me  all  the  while  I 
fpoke;  nay,   I  could   fee  in   his  very 
face,  that  what  I  iaid  put  his  fpirits 
into  an  exceeding  ferment  j   his  colour 
frequently  changed,    his   eyes  looked 
red,    and    his    heart  fluttered,    that  it 
might  be  even  perceived   in  his  coun- 
tenance}   nor  could    he    immediately 
anfwer  me  when  I  had  done,   and,  a.s 
it  were,  expected  what  he  would  fay  to 
it  j  and  afrer  he  had   paufed  a  little, 
he  embraced  me,  and  laid,  *  How  un- 
happy are  we !    unguided  creatures 
as  we  arc,  that  even  our  greateft  acts 
of  friendship  are  made  fnares  to  us, 
and  we  are  made  tempters  of  one  an- 
other!    My    dear   friend,*    faid   he, 
ycur    rft'rr    is    fo   fincere,    has  fiich 
kindnefs  in   it,   is  fo  dilinierdled  in 
.  and  is  fo  calculated  for  my  ad- 
vantage, that  I  mull  h.ivevery  little 
knowkdge  of  the  world,  ifr  I  did  not 
both  wonder  r.t  it,  and  acknowledge 
rise  ob.igation  I  hiivc  upon  me  to  you 
tor  li.     But  Uid  you  believe  I  was 


fincere  in  what  I  have  fo  often  faid  to 
you  of  my  contempt  of  the  world  > 
Did    you   believe   I   fpoke   my  very 
foul  to  you,  and  that  1  had  really 
maintained  that   degree   of  felicity 
here,  that  had  placed  me  above  all 
that  the  world  could  give  me,  or  do 
for  me?    Did  you  believe  I  was  Ini- 
cere,  when  I  told  you  I  would  not 
go  back,  if  I  was  recalled  even  to  be 
all  that  once  I  was  in  the  court,  and 
with    the    favour  of    the    czar   my 
mailer?    Did  you  believe  me,    my 
friend,  to  be  an  honell  man,  or  did 
you  think  me  to  be  a  boalling  hypo- 
crite ?*     Here  he  itopped,   as  if   he 
would  hear  what   I  would  fay;    but, 
indeed,  I  foon  after  perceived,  that  he 
Hopped  becaufe  his  fpirits  were  in  mo- 
tion ;  his  heart  was  full  of  druggies, 
and  he  could   not  go  on.     I  was,   I 
confefs,  aftonimed  at  the  thing,  as  well 
as  at  the  man  and  ufed  fome  argu- 
ments with  him  to  urge  him  to  fet  him- 
felf free:  that  he  ought  to  look  upon 
this  as  a  door  opened  by  Heaven  for 
his   deliverance,    and   a  fummons   by 
Providence,  who  has  the  care  and  good 
difpofition  of  all  events,  to  do  himfelf 
good,  and  to  render  himfelf  ufeful  in 
the  world. 

He  had  by  this  time  recovered  him- 
felf. *  How  do  you  know,  Sir,*  faid 
he,  warmly,  *  but  that  inftead  of  a 
fummons  from  Heaven,  it  may  be  a 
feint  of  another  inftrument,  rcpre- 
fenting,  in  all  the  alluring  colours, 
to  me,  the  fliew  of  felicity  as  a  de- 
liverance, which  may  in  itfcif  be  my 
fnare,  and  tend  directly  to  my  ruin  ? 
Here  I  am  free  from  the  temptation 
of  returning  to  my  former  miferable 
greatncfs  ;  there  I  am  not  furc,  but 
that  all  the  feeds  of  pride,  ambition, 
avarice,  avid  luxury,  which  I  know 
remain  in  my  nature,  may  revive 
and  take  root,  and,  in  a  \VM\I,  again 
overwhelm  me;  and  then  the  happy 
prifoner,  who:n  you  fee  now  m  uicr 
of  his  foul's  liberty,  mall  he  the  mi- 
ferable  (lave  of  his  own  ll-nfcs,  in 
the  full  of  all  perfonal  liberty.  Dear 
Sir,  let  me  remain  in  this  blcficd  con- 
finement, baniflied  from  the  crimes 
of  life,  rather  than  purchafe  a  Ihew 
of  freedom,  at  the  ex  pence  of  the  li- 
berty of  my  reaion,  and  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  future  happinefs  which 
now  I  have  in  my  view,  but  fhall 
then,  I  fear,  quickly  lofc  fi^ht  of: 

«  for 
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for  I  am  but  flefh,  a  man,  a  mere 

man  ;  have  paflions  and  affc&ions  as 

likely  to  pofTefs  and  overthrow  me 

as  any  man.     O!*be  not  my  friend 

and  my  tempter  both  together!' 

If  I  was   furprized   before,    I  was 

quite   dumb    now,    and    ftood    filent, 

looking  at  him  ;  and,  indeed,  admired 

•what  1  law  :  the  itruggle  in   his  foul 

was  fo  great,  that  though  the  weather 

was  extremely  cold,  it  put  him  into  a 

moft  violent  fweat,  and  I  found  he 

waited  to  give  vent  to  his  mind  ;  fo  I 

faid  a  word  or  two,  that  I  would  leave 

him  to  confider  of  it,  and  wait  on  him 

again  j    and  then  I  withdrew  to  my 

own  apartment. 

Abut  two  hours  after,  I  heard  fome- 
body  at  or  near  the  door  of  the  room, 
and  I  was  going  to  open  the  door;  but 
he  had  opened  it,  and  came  in.     *  My 
dear  friend,'  faid  he,  *  you  had  al- 
moft  overfet  me,  but  I  am  recovered. 
Do  not  take  it  ill  that  I  do  not  clofe 
with  your  offer ;  I  affure  you,  it  is 
not  for  want  of  a  fenfe  of  the  kind- 
nefs  of  it  in  you ;  and  I  came  to 
make  the  moft  fmcere  acknowledg- 
ment of  it  to  you  ;   bxit,  I  hope,  I 
have  got  the  victory  over  myfelfV 
*  My  lord,'  faid  I,  *  I  hope  you  ara 
fully  fatisfied,  that  you  did  not  refill 
the  call  of  Heaven.' — «  Sir,1  faid  he, 
if  it  had  been  from  Heaven,  the  fame 
Power  would  have  influenced  me  to 
accept  it  j  but,  I  hope,  and  am  fully 
fatisfied,  that  it  is  from  Heaven  that 
I  decline  it  j    and  I  have  an  infinite 
fatisfaclion  in  the  parting,  that  you 
fhall  leave  me  an  honeft  man  itill, 
though  not  a  free  man.* 
I  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  acquiefce, 
and  make  profefHon  to  him  of  my  hav- 
ing no  end  in  it,  but  a  llncere  delire  to 
ferve  him.     He  embraced  me  very  paf- 
fionately,  and  allured  me,  he  was  fen- 
fible  of  that,  and  ftiould  always  ac- 
knowledge it ;  and  with  that  he  offer- 
ed me  a  very  fine  prefent  of  fables ;  too 
much,  indeed,  for  me  to  accept  from  a 
man  in  his  circumftances ;  and  I  would 
have  avoided  them,  but  he  would  not 
be  refufed. 

The  next  morning  I  fent  my  fervant 
to  his  lordfhip  with  a  fmall  prefent  of 
tea,  two  pieces  of  China  damafk,  and 
four  little  wedges  of  Japan  gold,  which 
did  not  all  weigh  above  fix  ounces,  or 
thereabouts  ;  but  were  far  fhort  of  the 
raluc  •£  his  fables:  which,  indeed, 


when  I  came  to  England,  I  found 
worth  near  two  hundred  pounds.  He 
accepted  the  tea,  and  one  piece  of  the 
dam  rifle,  and  one  of  the  pieces  of  gold, 
which  had  a  fine  ftamp  upon  it  of  the 
Japan  coinage,  which  I  found  he  took 
for  the  rarity  of  it,  but  would  not  take 
any  more;  and  lent  word  by  my  fer- 
vant, that  he  defired  to  fpeak  with  me. 

When  I  came  to  him,  he  told  me,  I 
knew  what  had  palled  between  us,  and 
hoped  I  would  not  move  him  any  more 
in  that  affair;  but  that,  fmce  I  made 
fuch  a  generous  offer  to  him,  he  afked 
me,  if  I  had  kindnefs  enough  to  offer 
the  fame  to  another  perfon  that  he 
would  name  to  me,  in  whom  he  had  a 
great  (hare  of  concern.  I  told  him, 
that  I  could  not  fay  I  inclined  to  do  fo 
much  for  any  one  but  himfelf,  for 
whom  I  had  a  particular  value,  and 
mould  have  been  glad  to  have  been  the 
instrument  of  his  deliverance;  how- 
ever, if  he  would  plea-fe  to  name  the 
perfon  to  me,  I  would  give  him  my 
anfwer,  and  hoped  he  would  not  be 
difpleafed  with  me,  if  he  was  with  my 
anfwer.  He  told  me,  it  was  only  hij 
fon,  who,  though  I  had  not  feen,  yet 
was  in  the  fame  condition  with  him- 
felf, and  above  two  hundred  miles 
from  him,  on  the  other  fide  the  Oby ; 
but  that,  if  I  conlented,  he  would  fend 
for  him. 

I  made  no  hefitation,  but  told  him 
I  would  do  it.  I  made  fome  ceremony 
in  letting  him  underftand,  that  it  wa» 
wholly  on  his  account ;  and  that  fee- 
ing I  could  not  prevail  on  him,  t  would 
fhew  my  refpeft  to  him,  by  my  concern 
for  his  fon.  But  thele  things  are  too 
tedious  to  repeat  here.  He  fent  away 
the  next  day  for  his  fon,  and  in  about 
twenty  days  he  came  back  with  the 
metTenger,  bringing  fix  orfeven  horfet, 
loaded  with  very  rich  furs,  and  which, 
in  the  whole,  amounted  to  a  very  great 
value. 

His  fervants  brought  thehorfes  into 
the  town,  but  left  the  young  lord  at 
a  diftance  till  night,  when  he  came 
incognito  into  our  apartment,  and  his 
father  prefented  him  to  me;  and,  is 
Ihorti  we  concerted  there  the  manner 
of  our  travelling,  and  every  thing  pro- 
per for  the  journey. 

I  had  bought  aconuderable  quantity 
of  fables,  black  fox-lkins,  fine  ermines, 
and  luck  other  furs  as  are  very  rich  j 
I  lay,  I  had  bought  them  in  that  city 

for 
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for  exchange  for  Tome  of  the  goods 
brought  from  China  5  in  particular, 
for  the  cloves  and  nutmegs,  of  which 
I  fold  the  greatclt:  p.^rt  here,  and  the 
reft  afterwards  at  Archangel,  for  a 
much  better  price  than  I  could  have 
done  at  London  ;  anil  my  partner,  who 
was  feniible  of  the  profit,  and  whole 
bufmefs  more  particularly  than  mine 
was  merchandize,  was  mightily  pleafed 
with  our  ftay,  on  account  of  the  truf- 
fick  we  made  here. 

It  was  in  the  beginning  of  June, 
when  I  left  this  remote  place,  a  city, 
I  believe,  little  heard  of  in  the  world  j 
and  indeed  it  is  fo  far  out  of  the  road 
of  commerce,  that  I  know  not  how  it 
ihould  me  much  talked  of.  We  were 
nowcometo  a  very  fmail  caravan,  being 
only  thirty-two  horfes  and  cameis  in 
all,  and  ail  of  them  patted  for  mine, 
though  my  newgueit  was  proprietor  of 
eleven  of  them.  It  was  moft  natural 
alfo,  that  I  mould  take  more  fervants 
with  me  than  I  had  before,  and  the 
young  lord  pafled  for  my  fteward  ; 
xvhat  great  man  I  psiled  for  myfelf,  I 
know'not,  neither  did  it  concern  me 
to  enquire.  We  had  here  the  word 
and  the  largeft  defart  to  pafs  over  that 
we  met  with  in  ail  the  journey;  in- 
deed I  call  it  the  worft,  becaufe  the 
way  was  very  deep  in  fome  places,  and 
very  uneven  in  others  :  the  bell  we  had 
to  lay  for  it  was,  that  we  thought  we  had 
no  troops  of  Tartars  and  robbers  to 
fear,  and  that  they  never  came  on  this 
fide  the  River  Oby,  or  at  lead:  but  very 
feldom ;  but  we  found  it  otherwife. 

My  young  lord  had  with  him  a  faith- 
ful Mufcovite  fervant,  or  rather  a  Si- 
berian fervant,  wh6  was  perfectly  ac- 
quainted with  the  country;  and  who 
led  us  by  private  roads,  that  we  avoid- 
ed coming  into  the  principal  towns 
and  cities  upon  the  great  road,  fuch 
as  Tumen,  Soloy-Kamoikoy,  and  fe- 
veral  others ;  becaufe  the  Mufcovite 
garrifons  which  are  kept  there,  are 
very  curious  and  itric~t  in  their  obfer- 
Tations  upon  travellers,  and  fearching 
left  any  of  the  baniflieci  perfons  ol  note 
fliould  make  their  efcape  that  way  into 
Mufcovy.  But  by  this  means,  as  we 
vrere  kept  out  of  the  cities,  fo  our  whole 
journey  was  a  defart,  and  we  wcie 
obliged  to  encamp  and  lie  in  our  tents, 
when  we  might  have  had  good  accom- 
modation in  the  cities  on  the  way. 
This  the  young  lord  was  fo  feufiUle  of, 


that  he  would  not  a!low  tis  to  lie 
abroad,  when  we  came  to  feveral  cities 
on  the  way;  but  lay  abroad  himfelf, 
with  his  fervant,  in  the  woods,  and  met 
us  always  at  the  appointed  places. 

We  were  juft  entered  Europe,  hav- 
ing patted  the  river  Kama,  which,  in 
thefe  parts,  is  the  boundary  between 
Europe  and  Afia ;  and  the  firft  city  on  -,, 
the  European  fide  was  called  Soloy- 
Kamofkoy,  which  is  as  much  as  to 
lay,  the  great  city  on  the  River  Kama : 
and  here  we  thought  to  have  feen  fome 
evident  alteration  in  the  people,  their 
manners,  their  habit,  their  religion  r 
and  their  bufmefs;  but  we  were  mil- 
taken}  for  as  we  had  a  vaft  defart  to 
pafs,  which,  by  relation,  is  near  feven 
hundred  miles  long  in  fome  places, 
but  not  above  two  hundred  miles  over 
where  we  paffed  it;  fo,  till  we  came 
palt  that  horrible  place,  we  found  very 
little  difference  between  that  country 
and  the  Mogul  Tartary  j  the  people 
moftly  Pagans,  and  little  better  than 
the  iavages  cf  America  j  their  houfes 
and  towns  full  of  idols,  and  their  way* 
of  living  wholly  barbarous,  except  in 
the  cities,  as  above,  and  the  villages 
near  them,  where  they  are  Chriftians, 
as  they  call  themfelves,  of  the  Greek 
church ;  but  even  thefe  have  their  re- 
ligion mingled  with  fo  many  reliques 
of  fuperftition,  that  it  is  fcarce  to  btf 
known  in  fome  places  from  mere  for- 
eery  and  witchcraft. 

In  palling  this  foreft,  I  thought,  in- 
deed, we  muft,  after  all  our  danger  J 
were,  in  our  imagination,  efcaped,  as 
before,  have  been  plundered  and  rob- 
bed, and  perhaps  murdered,  by  a  troop 
of  thieves  ;  of  what  country  they  were, 
whether  the  roving  bands  of  the  Oltia- 
chi,  a  kind  of  Tartars,  or  wild  people 
on  the  banks  of  the  Oby,  had  janged 
thus  far,  or  whether  they  were  the  fable- 
hunters  of  Siberia,  I  am  yet  at  a  toi's 
to  know;  but  they  were  all  on  horfe- 
back,  carried  bows  and  arrows,  and 
were  at  tirit  about  five  and  forty  in 
number.  They  came  fo  near  to  us,  as 
within  abcut  two  mufquet-lhot  ;  ;<: 
aikir.g,  no  qucliions,  they  furrounded 
us  wi.h  their  horie,  and  looked  very 
earnestly  upon  us  twice  :  at  length  they 
placed  themfeives  jurt  in  our  way; 
upon  whicii  we  drew  up  in  a  little  line 
before  our  cameis,  being  not  above 
fixteen  men  in  all  j  and  being  drawn 
up  thus,  we  halted,  and  fen*  out  the 
Siberian 
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Siberian  fervant  who  attended  his  lord, 
to  lee  who  they  were.  His  matter  was 
the  more  willin^to  let  him  go,  becauie 
he  was  not  a  little,  ajpprehenfive  that  they 
were  a  Siberii^rfwfop  lent  out  after  him. 
The  man  came  up  near  them  with  a  flag 
or" truce,  and  called  to  them ;  but  though 
lie  fpoke  feveral  of  their  languages,  or 
<lia lefts  of  languages  rather,  he  could 
not  underhand  a  word  they  laid;  how- 
ever, after  feme  figns  to  him,  not  to 
rome  nearer  to  them  at  his  peril  j  fo  he 
Jlaid  he  underftood  them  to  mean,  offer- 
i  ng  to  fhoot  at  him  if  he  advanced ;  the 
fellow  came  back  no  wifer  than  he 
•went,  only  that  by  their  drefs,  he  faid, 
he  believed  them  to  be  fome  Tartars  of 
Kalmuck,  or  of  the  Circafllan  hords  ; 
an^lfiat  there  muft  be  more  of  them 
on  the  great  defart,  though  he  never 
heard  that  ever  any  of  them  were  feen 
lo  far  north  before. 

This  was  fmall  comfort  to  us;  how- 
ever, we  had  no  remedy.  There  was 
on  our  left-hand,  at  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile's  diltance,  a  little  grove  or  clump 
of  trees,  jfrhich  ftood  clofe  together, 
and  very  ^ar  the  road.  I  immediately 
jtlbrved  we  would  advance  to  thofe 
trees,  and  fortify  ourfelves  as  well  as 
xve  could  there;  for,  firft,  I  confider- 
ed,  that  the  trees  would  in  a  great 
rneafure  cover  vis  from  their  arrows  ; 
and,  in  the  next  place,  they  could  not 
come  lo  charge  us  in  a  body.  It  was, 
indeed,  my  old  Portugueze  pilot  who 
propoied  it;  and  who  had  this  excel- 
lency attending  him,  namely,  that  he 
was  always  readieft  and  moft  apt  to 
direct  and  encourage  us  in  cafes  of 
/the  moil  danger.  We  advanced  im- 
mediately with  what  fpeed  we  could, 
and  gained  that  little  wood  ;  the  Tar- 
tars or  thieves,  for  we  knew  not  what 
to  call  them,  keeping  their  ftand,  and 
not  attempting  to  hinder  us.  When 
we  came  thither,  we  found,  to  our 
great  fatisfaftion,  that  it  was  a  fwam- 
py,  fpringy  piece  of  ground  ;  and,  on 
the  other  fide,  a  very  great  fpring  of 
water,  which,  running  out  in  a  little 
rill  or  brook,  was  a  little. farther  join- 
ed by  another  of  the  like  bignefs,  and 
was,  in  fhort,  the  head  or  Iburce  of  a 
confiderable  river,  calle.d  afterwards 
the  Wirtfka.  The  trees  which  grew 
about  this  fpring,  were  not  in  all  above 
two  hundred,  but  were  very  large, 
^nd  ftood  pretty  thick ;  fo  that  as  loon 
as  we  got  in,  we  faw  ourfelves  per-* 


feftly   fafe  from   the    enemy,    unlefs 
they  alighted  and  attacked  us  on  foot. 

But  to  make  tins  more  difficult,  our 
Portugueze,  with  indefatigable  appli- 
cation, cut  down  great  arms  of  the 
trees,  and  laid  them  hanging,  not  cut 
quite  off",  from  one  tree  to  another  j 
ib  that  he  made  a  continued  fence,  al- 
moft  round  us. 

We  itaid  here,  waiting  the  motion 
of  the  enemy,  ibme  hours,  without 
perceiving  they  made  any  offer  to  (tir  j 
when  about  two  hours  before  night 
they  came  down  direclly  upon  us  ; 
and,  though  we  had  not  perceived  it, 
we  found  they  had  been  joined  by  fome 
more  of  life  lame,  fo  that  they  were 
near  fourfcore  horfe,  whereof,  how- 
ever, we  fancied  fome  were  women. 
They  came  on  till  they  were  within 
half  a  mot  of  our  little  wood,  when 
we  fired  one  muiquet  without  ball,  and 
called  to  them  in  the  Ruffian  tongue 
to  know  what  they  wanted,  and  bid 
them  keep  off;  but,  as  if  they  knew 
nothing  of  what  we  faid,  they  came 
on  with  a  double  fury  directly  up  to 
the  vvood-lide,  not  imagining  we  were 
io  barricadoed  that  they  could  not 
break  in.  Our  old  pilot  was  our  cap- 
tain, as  well  as  he  had  been  our  en- 
gineer ;  and.  defired  of  us  not  to  fire 
upon  them  till  they  came  within  piftol- 
ihot,  that  we  might  be  fure  to  kill ; 
and  that  when  we  did  fire,  we  fhouki 
be  fure  to  take  good  aim.  We  bade 
him  give  the  word  of  command  ;  whicli 
he  delayed  fo  long,  that  they  were, 
ibme  of  them,  within  two  pikes  lengtli 
of  us  when  we  fired. 

We  aimed  fo  true  (or  Providence 
directed  our  fhot  fo  fure)  that  we  kill- 
ed fourteen  of  them  at  the  firft  volley, 
and  wounded  feveral  others,  as  allb 
leveral  of  their  horfes  ;  for  we  had  all 
of  us  loaded  our  pieces  with  two  or 
three  buiiets  apiece  at  leaft. 

They  were  terribly  furprized  with 
our  fire,  and  retreated  immediately 
about  one  hundred  rods  from  us  ;  «in 
which  time  we  loaded  our  pit- ces  again ; 
and,  feeing  them  keep  that  diftance, 
we  fallied  out,  and  caught  four  or 
five  of  their  horfes,  whole  riders,  we 
fuppofed,  were  killed  j  and  coming  up 
tp  the  dead,  we  could  eafily  perceive  • 
they  were  Tartars,  but  knew  not  from 
what  country,  or  how  they  came  to 
make  an  excurfion  of  fuch  an  unufual 
length* 
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About  an  hour  after,  they  made  a 
motion  to  attack  us  again,  and  rode 
round  our  little  wood,  to  fee  where 
elfe  they  might  break  in  ;  but  finding 
us  always  ready  to  face  them,  they 
went  off  again,  and  we  refolved  not  to 
ftir  from  the  place  for  that  night. 

We  fltpt  little,  you  may  be  fure; 
but  fpent  the  molt  part  of  the  night  in 
ftrengtiKi  ^  j  ur  lituation,  and  bar- 
r,g  the  entrances  into  the  woo<); 
and  keeping  a  ftricl  watch,  we  waited 
for  day-light,-  and  when  it  came,  it 
gave  us  a  very  unwelcome  difcovery  in- 
deed j  for  the  enemy,  who  we  thought 
were  difcourageci  with  the  reception  they 
had  met  with,  were  now  increafed  to 
no  Kls  than  three  hundred,  and  had 
fet  up  eleven  or  twelve  huts  and  tents, 
as  it  they  were  refolved  to  befiege  us  ; 
and  this  little  camp  they  had  pitched 
was  upon  the  open  plain,  at  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  us.  We 
were,  indeed,  furprized  at  this  difco- 
very }  and  now,  1  confefs,  I  gave  my- 
felf  over  for  loft,  and  all  that  I  had. 
The  lofs  of  my  effects  did  not  li«  fo 
near  me  (though  they  were  very  con- 
ilderable)  as  the  thoughts  of  falling 
into  the  hands  of  fuch  barbarians  at 
the  latter  end  of  my  journey,  after  fo 
many  difficulties  and  hazards  as  I  had 
gone  through  ;  and  even  in  light  of 
eur  port,  where  we  expected  fafety  and 
deliverance.  As  for  my  partner,  he 
was  raging  :  he  declared,  that  to  Jofe 
his  goods  would  be  his  ruin  j  and  he 
would  rather  die  than  be  ftarved  j  and 
he  was  for  fighting  to  the  laft  drop. 

The  young  lord,  as  gallant  as  ever 
flefti  fhewed  itfelf,  was  for  fighting  to 
the  laft  drop  aifo  5  and  my  old  pilot 
was  of  the  opinion  we  were  able  to 
refift  them  all,  in  the  lituation  we  then 
v/ers  in  :  and  thws  we  fpent  the  day  in 
debates  of  what  we  mould  do.  But, 
towards  evening,  we  found  that  the 
number  of  our  enemies  (till  increafed  ; 
perhaps,  as  they  were  abroad  in  feveral 
parties  for  prey,  the  firft  had  fent  out 
icouts  to  call  tor  help,  and  to  acquaint 
them  of  tfie  booty  j  and  we  did  not 
know  but  by  the  morning  they  might 
itill  be  a  greater  number  j  fa  I  began 
to  enquire  of  thole  people  we-  had 
brought  from  ToboHki,  if  there  was 
no  other,  or  mere  private  ways,  by 
which  we  might  avoid  them  in  the 
might,  and  perhaps  cither  retreat  to 


fome  town,  or  get  help  to  guard  ui 
over  the  defart. 

The  Siberian,  who  was  fervant  to 
the  young  lord,  told  us,  if  we  defigned 
to  avoid  them,  and  not  fight,  he  would 
engage  to  carry  us  off  in  the  night  to 
a  way  that  went  north  towards  the  river 
Petraz,  by  which  he  made  no  queftion 
but  we  might  get  away,  and  the  Tar- 
tars never  the  wifer  j  but  he  faid,  his 
lord  had  told  him  he  would  not  return, 
but  would  rather  chtife  to  fight.  I 
told  him,  he  miftook  his  lord  5  for  that 
he  was  too  wife  a  man  to  love  fighting 
for  the  fake  of  it ;  that  I  knew  his  lord 
was  brave  enough,  by  what  he  had 
fhewed  already  j  but  that  his  lord  knew 
better  than  to  defire  to  have  feventeen 
or  eighteen  men  fight  five  hundred, 
unlefs  an  unavoidable  neceflity  forced 
them  to  it  j  and  that  if  he  thought  it 
poffible  for  us  to  efcape  in  the  night, 
we  had  nothing  elfe  to  do  but  to  at- 
tempt it.  He  anfwered,  if  his  lord 
gave  him  fuch  order,  he  would  lofe 
his  life  if  he  did  not  perform  it.  We 
foon  brought  his  lord  to  give  that  or- 
der, though  privately,  and  we  imme- 
diately prepared  for  the  putting  it  in 
practice. 

And  firft,  as  foon  as  it  began  to  be 
dark,  we  kindled  a  fire  in  our  little 
camp,  which  we  kept  burning,  and 
prepared  fo  as  to  make  it  burn  all 
night,  that  the  Tartars  might  con- 
clude we  were  ftill  there  j  but  as  foon 
as  it  was  dark,  that  is  to  fay,  fo  as 
we  could  fee  the  ftars,  (for  our  guide 
would  not  ftir  before)  having  all  our 
horles  and  camels  ready  loaden,  we 
followed  our  new  guide,  who  I  foon 
found  fteered  himfelf  by  the  pole,  or 
north -ftar,  all  the  country  being  level 
for  a  long  way. 

After  we  had  travelled  two  hours 
very  hard,  it  began  to  be  lighter  ftill, 
not  that  it  was  quite  dark  all  night, 
but  the  moon  began  to  rife,  fo  that  in 
fliort  it  was  rather  lighter  than  we 
wiihed  it  to  be  j  but  by  fix  o'clock: 
next  morning  we  were  gotten  near  for- 
ty miles,  though  the  truth  is,  we  almoft 
fpoiled  our  horfes.  Here  we  found  a 
Ruiiian  village,  named  Kirmazinikoy, 
where  we  rdted,  and  heard  nothing 
of  the  Calnuick.  Tartars  that  day. 
About  two  fcows  before  night  we  l«t 
out  again,  and  travelled  till  eight  th* 
i.cxt  ir.yrnirg,  though  not  quite  fo 
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haftily  as  before;  and  about  feven 
o'clock  we  pafled  a  little  river  called 
Kirtzo,  and  came  to  a  good  large  town 
inhabited  by  Ruffians,  and  very  popu- 
lous, called  Ozomys.  There  we  heard 
that  feveral  troops  or  hords  of  Cal- 
mucks  had  been  abroad  upon  the  de- 
fart,  but  that  we  were  now  compleatly 
out  of  danger  of  them,  which  was  to 
our  great  fatisfaftion  you  may  be  lure. 
Here  we  were  obliged  to  get  Ibme  frefli 
horfes,  and  having  need  enough  of  reft, 
we  ftaid  five  days  j  and  my  partner  and 
I  agreed  to  give  the  honeft  Siberian 
who  brought  us  thither  the  value  of 
ten  piftoles  for  his  conducting  us. 

In  five  days  more  we  came  to  Veuf- 
fima,  upon  the  River  Witzogda,  which 
running  into  the  River  Dwina,  we 
were  there  very  happily  near  the  end  of 
our  travels  by  land,  that  river  being 
navigable  in  feven  days  pafiage  to 
Archangel.  From  hence  we  came  to 
JLawrenfkoy,  where  the  fiver  joins,  the 
jd  of  July  j  and  provided  ourfelves 
\vith  two  luggage  boats  and  a  barge  for 
cur  convenience.  We  embarked  the 
7th,  and  arrived  all  fafe  at  Archan- 
gel the  1 8th,  having  been  a  year,  five 
months,  and  three  days  on  the  jour- 
ney, including  our  (lay  of  eight  months 
and  odd  days  at  Tobollki. 

We  were  obliged  to  ftay  at  this 
place s fix  weeks  for  the  arrival  of  the 
(hips,  and  muft  have  tarried  longer 
had  not  a  Hamburgher  come  in  above 
a  month  fooner  than  any  of  the  Englifli 
ihipsj  when,  after  fome  con fideration 
that  the  city  of  Hamburgh  might  hap- 
pen to  be  as  good  a  market  for  our 
goods  as  London,  we  all  took  freight 
with  him  j  and  having  put  our  goods 
on  board,  it  was  molt  natural  for  me 
to  put  my  fteward  on  board  to  take 
care  of  them  j  by  which  means  my 
young  lord  had  a  fufficient  opportu- 


nity to  conceal  himfelf,  never  coming 
on  more  again,  in  all  the  time  we  ftaid 
therej  and  this  he  did  that  he  might 
not  be  feen  in  the  city,  where  fome  of 
the  Mofcow  merchants  would  certain- 
ly have  feen  and  difcovered  him. 

We  failed  from  Archangel  the  »otli 
of  Auguft  the  fame  yeari  and,  after 
no  extraordinary  bad  voyage,  arrived 
in  the  Elbe  the  i3th  of  September. 
Here  my  partner  and  I  found  a  very 
good  fale  for  our  goods,  as  well  thole 
of  China  as  the  fables,  &c.  of  Siberia  j 
and  dividing  the  produce  of  our  effects, 
my  (hare  amounted  to  3475!.  173.  3d. 
notwithflanding  fo  many  lofles  we  had 
fuftained,  and  charges  we  had  been  at; 
only  remembering  that  I  had  included 
in  this  about  fix  hundred  pounds  worth 
of  diamonds  which  I  had  purchafed  at 
Bengal. 

Hers  the  young  lord  took  his  leave 
of  us,  and  went  up  the  Elbe,  in  order 
to  go  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  where 
he  refolved  to  feek  protection,  and 
where  he  could  correfpond  with  thofc 
of  his  father's  friends  who  were  left 
alive.-  He  did  not  part  without  all  the 
teftimonies  he  could  give  of  gratitude 
for  the  fervice  I  had  done  him,  and 
his  fenfe  of  my  kindnefs  to  the  prince 
his  father. 

To  conclude,  having  ftaid  near  four 
months  in  Hamburgh,  I  came  from 
thence  over  land  to  the  Hague,  where 
I  embarked  in  the  packet,  and  arrived 
in  London  the  loth  of  January  1705, 
having  been  gone  from  England  ten 
years  and  nine  months. 

And  here,  refolving  to  harafsmyfelf 
no  more,  I  am  preparing  for  a  longer 
journey  than  all  thefe,  having  lived 
feventy-two  years  a  life  of  infinite  va- 
riety, and  learned  fufficiently  to  know 
the  value  of  retirement,  and  the  blef- 
fing  of  ending  our  days  in  peace* 
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